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The curious case of browq
bears in Kargil and Kashmir

In the spring of 2016, I embarked upon a trek in the
mountains of Drass to look for and, if possible,
photograph the elusive brown bear. As the
Wildlife Warden of Kargil district in Jammu and
Kashmir (now in Ladakh), I had received reports
of cattle depredation by the bears around Drass
and we were tasked with compensating the losses.
Although bear appearances — often in the shape
ofnight raids on the feebly secured cattle sheds —
were frequent in the villages, a worthwhile
daytime sighting in the ‘wild’, which I was
interested in, was still a big ask. My guide, the
local Ranger, well versed with the area, was
confident though.Weighing up to 300 kg, brown
bear is the largest land carnivore in the world. The
Himalayan brown bear, inhabiting the western
Himalayas from Kargil through Kashmir,
Himachal and Uttarakhand, is smaller than its
cousin — the Grizzly Bear of North America and
Europe — and rarer to sight. A decade back, it was
so difficult to see a Himalayan brown bear in the
wild in our part of its range, that you could count
those who had done so on your fingers!

We had started at daybreak and after a two-and-a-
half-hour trek up a hill, in arguably the world’s
second coldest inhabited place, we arrived at a
plateau, which I was told was the best location to
sight the brown bear. I scanned the area with my
binoculars and could see a vast tract of green
meadows interspersed with patches of snow from
the past winter, but no trace of the bear. We sat
down beside a large rock to shield ourselves from
the morning chill while we had our breakfast. Just
as I rose up after finishing mine, and glanced
casually over the rock, I saw, what appeared to my
naked eye, a small herd of cattle grazing at the far
end of the meadow.The uniform brownish colour
of all the individuals in the herd made me curious
and when I picked my binocs to have a better look,
I'was stunned to see as many as eight brown bears,
three adults and five young ones of different age
groups, grazing nonchalantly! I grabbed my
camera to capture this spectacle, but the bears
somehow sensed our presence and took off at an
astonishing pace. I still managed to get six of
them in the frame. Back then, I could not have
imagined that the image, which through social
and print media was flashed across the country,
would be a precursor in turning Drass into a
favourite destination for the brown bear seekers,
as it has become todayAround the same time,
brown bear sightings also started to become
common in the Kashmir valley. During my
journey from Kargil to Srinagar a few weeks later,
I saw a mother bear with two cubs crossing the
highway near Sonamarg. In the summer of 2017,
when I was posted in south Kashmir, my staff
rescued a cub from a langar camp en route to the
Amarnath cave. The young one had stuck its head
in a discarded ghee canister, which had to be torn
open to free the poor fellow. In the following
years, while Drass became a famed hotspot for
brown bear viewing, sightings in Kashmir, from
north to south, were reported like never before.

A camera trap installed in the Hirpora Wildlife
Sanctuary in Shopian district captured a female
with two cubs on a sheep carcass. A friend of

Kolkata Rape and Murder Case: Women’s Safety a Farce in West Bengal

Mamata Banerjee’s political rhetoric is meaningless when women in Kolkata continue to live in fear, exposed to

violence and exploitation. Enough with the empty promises—what Bengal needs is real action

The recent rape and murder of a postgraduate trainee doctor

at Kolkata’s RG Kar Medical College is a damning
indictment of West Bengal’s hollow claims of safety for
women. This atrocity, committed within the walls of a
medical institution, lays bare the state’s failure to protect
its citizens. Despite Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee’s
repeated assertions that West Bengal is the safest state for
women, this horrific crime exposes the administration’s
blatant incompetence and disregard for women’s safety.

The police response has been nothing short of disgraceful,

marked by glaring discrepancies in their actions. The
Calcutta High Court’s order for an immediate CBI
probe underscores the state’s despicable attempts to
shield the real culprits. The police didn’t even inform
the victim’s family of the rape and murder initially,
instead concocting a false narrative and allegedly trying
to “settle" the matter internally. This is not just
negligence; it is a wilful betrayal of justice.Mamata
Banerjee’s political rhetoric is meaningless when
women in Kolkata continue to live in fear, exposed to
violence and exploitation. The state’s safety measures
are a cruel joke, fostering a culture of impunity where
criminals walk free and victims suffer in silence.
Enough with the empty promises—what Bengal needs
is real action. The state government must overhaul its
approach to women’s safety, from enforcing stringent
law enforcement to providing a robust support system for
victims.

This tragedy cannot become another statistic in India’s

grim record of gender-based violence. The public

reportedly addicted to pornography, confessed to the
crime. He struck the victim with such force that her
glasses shattered, driving shards into her eyes. After
committing the heinous act, Roy returned to a police
barrack and slept until the next morning. Police
reconstructed the crime scene and gathered crucial
evidence, leading to Roy’s swift arrest.

This shocking incident has ignited widespread outrage and

protests among junior doctors, trainee doctors, and

medical students, all of whom are demanding stronger
security measures and justice for the victim. The case has
also cast a harsh light on the safety of women in West
Bengal, raising serious questions about the effectiveness
of the current administration’s efforts to protect them.

demands justice, not just for this victim, but for a safer BOTCHED UPPOLICE INVESTIGATION

future for all women. The question remains: will the
government act decisively, or will it continue to fail its
people? The clock is ticking.On August 9, 2024, the body
of a postgraduate trainee doctor was tragically found in a
seminar room at RG Kar Medical College and Hospital in
Kolkata. The young doctor had been brutally assaulted,
with an autopsy later confirming that she had been raped
and murdered. Sanjay Roy, a civic volunteer associated
with the Kolkata Police, was arrested the following day
after police reviewed CCTV footage from the hospital.
The autopsy revealed the horrific nature of the attack. The
victim had multiple injuries, including severe trauma to
her face, abdomen, throat, and genitals. There was
evidence of bleeding from her eyes and mouth, and
shards of glass were found in her eyes, indicating the
sheer brutality of the assault. Additional injuries were
noted on her belly, neck, left leg, right hand, and ring
finger, along with deep nail marks on her back. The
investigation suggested that the murder took place in the
early hours of August 9.

Sanjay Roy, who had a history of violent behaviour and was

JAMMU and Kashmir’s decade-long wait for the Assembly

The heinous crime has sent shockwaves across the nation,

laying bare the grotesque ineptitude of the police
investigation. This travesty has not only failed the victim
and her family but also exposed the systemic rot within
the law enforcement agencies.From the outset, the
investigation was a catastrophic mess, marred by
staggering negligence and incompetence. The police’s
failure to secure the crime scene promptly allowed
crucial evidence to be potentially tampered with. The
arrest of Sanjay Roy was based on flimsy CCTV footage
and a dubious confession extracted under the influence of
alcohol. The lack of rigorous forensic analysis and
reliance on circumstantial evidence raised serious doubts
about the investigation’s integrity.

The police’s inability to provide a coherent timeline of

events further eroded their credibility, with conflicting
statements from hospital authorities and the police
adding to the confusion. The Special Investigation Team
(SIT) seemed more focused on damage control than
uncovering the truth.

The Calcutta High Court’s decision to transfer the case to

Polls in J&K

Vital to ensure peaceful campaigning and polling

MAMATA

the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) was a scathing
indictment of the local police’s abject failure. The court’s
criticism of significant lapses by hospital authorities and
the police’s handling of the case highlighted the need for
acompetent and impartial investigation.

The people have no doubt that the police investigation was

a botched and nonsensical exercise, characterised by
mishandling of evidence, reliance on weak
circumstantial evidence, and a lack of coherent strategy.
This has not only delayed justice but also eroded public
trust in law enforcement agencies. It is imperative that
the CBI conduct a thorough, transparent, and impartial
investigation to ensure justice is served and such lapses
are notrepeated.

A CASE MARRED BY NEGLIGENCE AND

ALLEGATIONS OF ACOVER-UP

Allegations have emerged suggesting that the authorities

may have attempted to shield the real culprits, further
eroding public trust. The hospital administration, too, has
faced scrutiny. Students have accused officials of
neglecting repeated calls for enhanced security, with the
removal of the hospital superintendent viewed as a
reactionary measure. The swift reappointment of the
former principal, amidst protests, has fuelled suspicions
of'acover-up.

The TMC government’s reluctance to transfer the case to

the CBI until public and judicial pressure mounted only
deepens these concerns. As the case now moves to the
CBI, there is an urgent need for a thorough and impartial
investigation to restore public confidence.
BANERJEE’S POLITICAL RHETORIC
MUST STOP

The tragic rape and murder of the postgraduate trainee

doctor has exposed a grim reality in West Bengal: the
failure of the Mamata Banerjee-led TMC government to
ensure safety in the state’s institutions. Instead of
confronting the grave lapses in security and governance,
Mamata Banerjee and the TMC have resorted to political
rhetoric and blame-shifting, further aggravating public
outrage.Banerjee, who holds dual responsibilities as
chief minister and health minister, has a direct duty to
protect citizens, especially within state-run institutions
like RG Kar Medical College. Yet, her response to this
horrific crime has been to deflect blame and downplay
the systemic failures under her administration. This
strategy of political deflection cannot absolve Banerjee
of responsibility. As the leader of the state, she must
acknowledge the shortcomings in her administration,
take decisive action to prevent such incidents in the
future, and restore faith in her leadership. Anything less is
a betrayal of the trust placed in her by the people of West
Bengal.

mine, an avid nature lover, clicked a prime male
while birding in the forests of Budgam and
another recorded a huge one on his cellphone cam
on a garbage dump in Gurez, Bandipora.

Increased brown bear sightings across Kargil and
Kashmir over the past seven to eight years may
seem to be an encouraging sign, but
conservationists would advise you to take it with a
pinch of salt. As I noticed in Drass later, the bears
were attracted to a roadside landfill site where a
local Army camp dumped its kitchen refuse. The
animals would take the same route to visit the site
almost every night and return to the forest by
dawn. They were so punctual that you certainly
would encounter one, if you were on their trail
about sunrise. In Sonamarg, as also in Gurez, it’s
the garbage, primarily the biowaste from hotels
and restaurants, that is responsible for a high bear
‘encounter rate’.

polls is over, with the Election Commission announcing a
three-phase polling schedule for the state-turned-UT.
President’s rule, abrogation of Section 370, bifurcation of
the state — J&K has seen it all. The delimitation exercise
necessitated by the reorganisation has altered the electoral
landscape — the Jammu region’s seat count has risen
sizeably from 37 to 43, while the number of Assembly
constituencies in Kashmir has gone up from 46 to 47. This
will have a bearing on the election outcome and pre- or
post-poll alliances.

The upcoming poll battle will be held against the backdrop

of a series of terror attacks and encounters in the Jammu
region. Terrorists have changed tack: they are targeting
Hindu-dominated areas, while Muslim-majority Kashmir
is no longer the epicentre of turbulence. In view of this
shift, there is greater pressure on the BJP-led Central
Government to ensure peaceful campaigning and polling.
Elements inimical to India will try to disrupt the
proceedings. The key is to create an environment

conducive for the voter to come out and vote
without fear. It will be a straightforward contest
between the BJP and the Congress in Jammu. In
contrast, the field is wide open in Kashmir, where
the Abdullahs’ National Conference and the Muftis’
PDP will be in the fray along with Sajjad Lone’s
J&K People’s Conference, Altaf Bukhari’s J&K
Apni Party and former Congress leader Ghulam
Nabi Azad’s Democratic Progressive Azad Party;
independents with radical leanings can make the
fight tougher.

In poll-bound Haryana, where the BJP has been in
power for a decade, the Congress is looking to
capitalise on the anti-incumbency factor. Both are
fancying their chances, having won five seats each
in the state in this year’s Lok Sabha elections. If the
mandate is not decisive, things will boil down to the
support of parties such as the Indian National Lok
Dal and the Jannayak Janta Party. The kingmakers
will then come into play.

Seldom have I seen so much anger and political
disturbance all over the world than at present. I cannot
think of any part of our planet where major upheavals,
riots, wars and natural disasters have not brought
immense suffering. In our own corner, how can we
ever consider ourselves safe if virtually every country
around us is teetering on the edge of collapse?
Similarly, Europe is being drawn into a deeper abyss as
the Russia-Ukraine war spreads, offloading refugees
and asylum-seekers on neighbouring countries unable
to deal with this unending stream of unwanted guests.
Central Asia, England and the waiting-to-explode US
are all in a deep mess. Africa and South America,
which the world has so often forgotten as a part of the
human community, bring us faces of starving children,
famines, trigger-happy grinning militia who shoot for
pleasure.

In just a few decades, the world order has changed so
radically that we will have to find explanations and
urgent solutions. Many of these movements have been
spearheaded by the young, who are fed up with the
political leaders who hold their destiny in their hands.
Of course, their anger is justified but once these
revolutions are infiltrated by others, the course of the
movement changes. Forget Bangladesh for the time
being as the context of this remark and remember our
own Naxal movement, the Assam uprising that threw
up the militant ULFA, the Uttarakhand students who
started the movement for a separate state, and last but
not least, Kashmir. Remember also that the Arab
Spring in Africa was triggered by young people, but
only succeeded in replacing one form of dictatorship
with another cast of fascists.The point I’'m trying to
make is that the enormous energy vital to stir up the
common polity is one thing, but the maturity that is
needed to channel that movement towards good
governance is another thing altogether. Look nearer at

Touchstones: What of the enemy within
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your own family or clan where the older generation
can rule by dictating rules and regulations only up to a
point. If parents do not try and understand the reasons
for the children revolting against these inflexible
boundaries, the result is misery all around. Sitting
down with such angry children and being receptive to
their voices shows wisdom that few parents display. I
have so many cousins and friends who say they don’t
understand how their children can be so difficult when
the truth is that very often, they are the ones who are
more pig-headed than their progeny.

August 15 is always a good time to remember Gandhiji.
As I look around the angry world, I cannot help

High-minded slokas and mantras are a shortcut we have adopted to replace moral science

recalling Einstein, who said of him that generations
later, the world will not believe that such a man walked
the earth. As children, we all sang ‘De di hamein azadi
bina khadag bina dhal, Sabarmati ke sant tune kar diya
kamaal’ lustily on each Independence Day. However,
non-violence is now almost a forgotten lesson even in
the land Gandhi practised it, so what can one say of
others. Taking grievances to the streets is a call every
party gives to its followers and then looks on as they
wreck public property, homes and religious places. For
the time that they are part of a mob, individual identity
is subsumed into that of a collective anger and a red
cloud of rage in their eyes.

Yet, I often wonder how soldiers who shoot women and

children, pilots who bomb cities, rapists, mass
murderers or assassins and such goons sleep at night.
Are they not haunted by the images of destruction that
flash as soon as they shut their eyes? Whether they are
ever caught and punished by law or whether they
escape into anonymity, never forget that crime and
punishment are bound by their own cycle of
retribution. As my mother wrote once, there is no spirit
so free whose feet are not bound by the chains of one’s
own conscience. In Christianity, a dying man is offered
the choice of a last confession before a priest, so that he
can die with a clear conscience after confessing and
atoning for any wrongs he may have committed. Even
as we hoist the National Flag at every home, lustily
shout ‘Bharat Mata ki Jai!’, wave party flags to
terrorise our neighbours and teach the young to hate
the enemy out there, what about the enemy within? Are
lessons of truth, ethics, civics, respect for all forms of
life, reasonableness and helpfulness even taught in
most schools now? High-minded slokas and mantras
are a shortcut we have adopted to replace moral
science. Selfishness, greed and envy are a severe
handicap as they deal with the fiercely competitive life
that we pitch our young into. Helping someone before
grabbing your share, being kind to strangers, treating
the elderly and weak with compassion — these are
values children learn by seeing their family and peer
groups in school. They have to be practised before they
can be preached. Gandhiji instilled these values in all
the people whose lives he touched, because he himself
never deviated from the tough standards he expected
of his followers.What is unfolding in Kolkata —
ironically in a hospital in the heart of a city that
worships the Devi in every corner for nine days each
year — is unacceptable. Any society that allows such
crimes is sick beyond repair.
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Gold, silver price Precious
metals record hike on MCX

NEW DELHI Both gold and silver prices recorded a
hike on the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) on
Monday, August 19, 2024.Gold futures, maturing on
October 4, 2024, stood at Rs 71,590 per 10 grams on the
MCX, after recording a jump of Rs 215 or 0.30 per cent.
The previous close was recorded at Rs
71,375.Meanwhile, silver futures, maturing on
September 5, 2024, witnessed a marginal hike of Rs 609
or 0.73 per cent and were retailing at Rs 83,634 per kg
on the MCX against the previous close of Rs
83,025.The gold and silver prices in India depend on
several factors, including the value of the rupee against
the dollar. Global demand also plays a key role in
determining the trends observed in the rate of precious

RIL plans to make JioCinema its only OTT
platform post Disney merger: Report

New Delhi Reliance Industries Limited
(RIL) is planning to operate just one over-
the-top (OTT) platform—IJioCinema,
following the proposed merger with Star
India’s Disney+ Hotstar, reported The
Economic Times.This decision by RIL is
seen as a move to consolidate content and
resources into a single, more robust
platform, streamlining its services.

Currently, Disney+ Hotstar, owned by Walt

Disney signed a deal earlier this
year to merge Star India and
Viacoml18, forming a media
conglomerate valued at around
$8.5 billion.The merged entity
would control over 100 TV
channels and two OTT platforms,
but RIL appears to favour focusing
on just one
platform—IJioCinema.The merger

Ambani has pointed to this
success as evidence of
JioCinema’s potential to attract
large audiences quickly.Should
the content from Disney+
Hotstar be merged into
JioCinema, the latter could
emerge as India’s largest
streaming service, offering a
vast library of over 125,000
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metals. Disney’s Star India, is one of India’s most 18 still awaiting regulatory approval hours of entertainment, sports,
GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN INTERNATIONAL popular streaming services, withover 500  from bodies such as the and Hollywood content.This
MARKET million downloads on the Google Play  Competition Commission of India new platform would include

(CCI) and the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT). To mitigate
concerns about the new entity’s
market dominance, RIL is also
open to the idea of shutting down
some Hindi and regional language TV
channels.According to RIL’s 2023 annual
report, JioCinema had an average of 225
million monthly users, while Disney+
Hotstar had 333 million active users in the
last quarter of2023.

However, Disney+ Hotstar has seen a
significant drop in its paid subscriber
base, falling from 61 million at its peak to

important sports rights, such as
the IPL, along with content
from major studios like Disney,
HBO, NBCUniversal, and
Paramount Global.RIL has a
history of consolidating its digital assets
to strengthen its market position. For
instance, the company previously merged
other streaming services, like Voot, into
JioCinema. Recently, JioCinema was
transferred to Viacom18 following a
court-approved deal that also involved a
Rs 15,145 crore investment from RIL and
Bodhi Tree Systems into Viacom18.

Gold prices eased on Monday and hovered around key
$2,500 level, as traders locked in profits following
bullion's climb to an all-time peak in the previous
session on expectations of a U.S. interest rate cut next
month, news agency Reuters reported.

According to the latest metal report, spot gold dipped 0.2
per cent to $2,502.78 per ounce by 0352 GMT, while,
U.S. gold futures gained 0.2 per cent to $2,541.80.

TMB appoints Salee S Nair as
new MD & CEO

Store.In comparison, JioCinema, under
Viacom18 (a company controlled by
RIL), has over 100 million downloads.
Despite Disney+ Hotstar’s larger user base,
RIL is considering combining its content
with JioCinema to create a stronger,
unified platform.The idea behind this is to
reduce operational costs and enhance
efficiency by not running two separate
streaming services. The combined
platform would be better positioned to
compete with global giants like YouTube,
Netflix, and Amazon Prime Video.This
development comes after RIL and Walt

35.5 million as of June 2024. This decline
is partly attributed to the loss of streaming
rights for popular content, including the
Indian Premier League (IPL) and HBO
shows.Despite the challenges faced by
Disney+ Hotstar, JioCinema has been
rapidly gaining traction, especially after
securing digital rights to the IPL, which
brought record-breaking viewership to
the platform. RIL’s chairman Mukesh

BENGALURU. Private sector bank Tamilnad
Mercantile Bank (TMB) has announced the
appointment of Salee S Nair as the new Managing
Director & Chief Executive Officer (MD&CEO).He
comes with over 35 years of experience in the banking
and financial services industry. Prior to this
appointment, he served as Deputy Managing Director
& Chief Credit Officer at State Bank of India.Salee is a
post graduate in Applied Electronics, and started his
banking career in 1987 when he joined SBI as a
Probationary Officer. Salee said, “I look forward to
working closely with the Board, the management team,
and all employees to build on the strong foundation laid
by my predecessors and to drive the bank’s strategic
priorities forward.”“It is observed that some of these
platforms have adopted practices, which were violative
of provisions of direction 2017,” RBI said. “Such
practices include violation of prescribed funds transfer
mechanism, promoting P2P lending as an investment
product with features like tenure linked assured returns,
providing liquidity options and at times acting like
deposit takers and lenders instead of being a platform,”
itadded.

The Kaiser and his link to
balanced advantage funds

New Delhi, Franz Beckenbauer was among those rare
footballers who won a World Cup, both as a player and
as a coach. The ‘Kaiser’ as he was known as was the
first to add an angle of offense to the conventional
defensive position of a sweeper on the football field. He
was that rare ‘all rounder’, who had both, the ability to
move forward to attack as well as fall back to defend.
Investing in many ways is no different and Balanced

Advantage Funds (BAFs) offered by mutual funds are the
investment equivalents of mid-fielders.

The underlying theme that emerges is that be it the
football field or that of investments, it is necessary to
blend caution with aggression and respond
appropriately based on the situation. In the past,
Balanced Funds (now renamed Hybrid Equity Funds)
gained in popularity and rewarded investors seeking the
risk profile it offered, fairly well. But the fact remained
that with no upside equity holding restriction, some
AMCs were running it literally like a pure equity fund
thus exposing investors to higher risk than they had
signed up for. SEBI’s classification of funds helped
address this issue to an extent.

But, in more recent years and post the creation of this new
category of hybrid funds more than half a decade ago,
Balanced Advantage Funds (BAFs), which are
inherently open-ended dynamic asset allocation funds,
have also become popular. It seeks to use time-tested
mechanisms using a hybrid investment model to
capture equity upsides even while casting a safety net
on the downside.The corpus of a BAF is allocated
dynamically between equity and debt securities, based
on certain pre-determined market valuation and
analysis tools. Some AMCs use the Price to Earnings
(P/E) Ratio while others use the Price to Book (P/B)
Ratio as their base for determining the asset allocation
mix. Then there are some that use a kind of hybrid
model, incorporating both, boosted further by trend
analysis.For the sake of easier comprehension, let us
assume that a BAF starts off by investing 33% in pure
equity and 33% in arbitrage to keep gross equity
investments at or above 65% while investing the rest in
debt securities. Their long-term gains thus attract
Equity taxation of 10% as against Debt taxation of 20%
(with indexation).

Why building risk appetite
needs education

NEW DELHI. There is a visible increase in your
participation in equity markets. The latest data on
ownership of Nifty 500 index companies shows that
individual investors, who are not promoters, own 8.7%
of the total market cap of over R400 lakh crore. In
addition, domestic mutual funds now own 9.6% of that
value. While direct individual ownership has remained
the same over the past three years, the data shows an
increase in the ownership of mutual funds in the Nifty
500. That shows that you directly and indirectly control a
sizeable chunk of the equities market.The rising inflows
in the systematic investment plans (SIPs) pushed by
mutual funds create a cushion for share prices. The
money designated for equity markets will be invested
based on the valuation parameters. Active managers can
hold back putting in the money if valuations are too high.
But not for long. They must eventually deploy it. That

Ola Electric shares hit upper
circuit again. Will rally continue

Stock of the EV player was
locked in at the 10% upper
circuit limit, reaching Rs
146.03 during Monday's
trading session.

Shares of Ola Electric Mobility Ltd
continued their strong performance on
Monday as the company hit the upper
circuit for the day, driven by renewed
buying interest following its debut on
Dalal Street on August 9.Stock of the
EV player was locked in at the 10%
upper circuit limit, reaching Rs 146.03
during Monday's trading session. This
pushed the company's total market
capitalisation to over Rs 64,400 crore.
In the previous session on Friday, the
stock had closed at Rs 123.76.0la
Electric Mobility's shares have surged

92% in just six sessions since their

listing on August 9. The stock was
initially listed at Rs 76, the same as its
issue price. Since then, the stock has hit
the upper circuit in four out of the six
trading sessions.Ola Electric reported a
consolidated net loss of Rs 347 crore for
the quarter ending June 30, 2024. This
represents a 30% increase in losses
compared to Rs 267 crore in the same
quarter last year.

Despite the losses, the company saw its

revenue from operations rise by 32.3%
year-on-year, reaching Rs 1,644 crore
for the quarter. The company's
EBITDA (Earnings Before Interest,

Taxes, Depreciation, and
Amortisation) loss for the quarter
stood at Rs 205 crore.

Will the rally continue?

Global brokerage firm HSBC
recently initiated coverage on Ola
Electric following its Q1 results
and subsequent conference
call.HSBC gave a positive outlook
on the company's future, issuing a
'‘buy' recommendation. The firm

believes that the cost of manufacturing
electric vehicles (EVs) could decrease
significantly by FY27/28, while the
cost of internal combustion engine
(ICE) scooters may increase due to
stricter emission standards. HSBC also
noted that while the barriers to
switching to electric two-wheelers (e2-
wheelers) may decrease, Ola's battery
venture could be a key factor in the
company's success.The brokerage firm
views Ola Electric as a promising
opportunity, given the ongoing
regulatory support, potential cost
reductions, and a favourable risk-
reward profile for the battery venture.

Sensex, Nifty open in green on
energy stocks rally; BPCL gains 3%

New Delhi, Benchmark stock market
indices maintained their momentum
from the last trading session and
opened higher on Monday driven by
gains in energy stocks.The S&P BSE
Sensex gained 166.14 points to
80,602.98, while the NSE Nifty50
added 70.30 points to 24,611.45 as of
9:50 AM.Dr V K Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit Financial
Services said that the 397 point rally in
the Nifty last Friday reinforces the
resilience of the ongoing bull market
and the consistent success of the buy on
dips strategy."The fact that this ability
of the market to bounce back is
happening when valuations are
elevated is significant. It is also
important to note that all corrections in
this rally have been brief unlike in the
past when corrections have been
prolonged. The complete dominance of
the DII and retail investors over the

market is the single major factor
driving this bull run even though there
are fundamental factors supporting the
rally. Investors should keep this in
mind," he added.Hindalco emerged as
the top gainer, surging by 2.93%.
Following closely was BPCL with a
2.86% increase. Shriram Finance also
showed strong performance, rising by
1.90%.0ONGC and NTPC rounded out
the top gainers, advancing by 1.88%
and 1.81% respectively.Mahindra and
Mahindra led the losers, dropping
1.60%. Apollo Hospitals experienced a

decline of 1.06%, while HDFC Life
fell by 1.00%. Axis Bank and Tata
Consumer Products also saw declines,
with their shares decreasing by 0.86%
and 0.85% respectively."The sharp
dip in the dollar index to 102.4 might
nudge the FIIs to invest in India but the
lofty valuations have been forcing
them to sell. How the FIIs will address
this contradiction remains to be seen.
The sharp rally in gold prices is positive
for gold-jewellery and gold loan
companies," said Vijayakumar.The
Nifty Midcapl00 index showed a
modest gain of 0.31%, indicating a
slight uptick in medium-sized
companies. Small-cap stocks
performed even better, with the Nifty
Smallcap100 index rising by a more
substantial 1.37%.Meanwhile, the
India VIX, often referred to as the fear
gauge of the market, increased by
1.31%.

Raksha Bandhan 2024:

Best financial gifts for your
sister this year

Raksha Bandhan is a beloved Indian festival where
sisters tie ‘Rakhis’ around their brothers' wrists,
symbolising protection. In return, brothers offer
gifts to show their love and care. While traditional
gifts like cash, jewellery, smartphones, and
clothes are popular, this year, why not consider a
gift that ensures your sister's financial security? A
financial gift can provide lasting benefits,
helping her secure her future.

One of the most thoughtful ways to support your
sister is by introducing her to basic investment
options. This could include stocks, bonds, mutual
funds, and Exchange Traded Funds
(ETFs).These options offer the potential for
long-term growth, allowing her to build wealth
over time. You could help her open a retirement
account, such as a401(k) or an IRA, and explain
the advantages of tax-advantaged savings. It's
essential to start early, and the power of
compounding can significantly boost her

savings.Additionally, guiding her on risk
management and periodic portfolio rebalancing
could make a substantial difference in her
financial journey.Siddharth Maurya, Founder &
Managing Director of Vibhavangal Anukulakara
Private Limited, said, "This Raksha Bandhan,
consider gifting your sister financial knowledge
and skills. Instead of traditional presents, help
her become familiar with personal finance,
including SIPs (Systematic Investment Plans),
stocks, and diversified investment portfolios.
SIPs are a disciplined way to create wealth by
investing small amounts each month, letting
them grow into a significant corpus over time."

"Show her the potential of the stock market for
long-term gains, but also emphasise the
importance of research and risk management.
You might even gift her shares of a company she
likes or set up a SIP for a promising mutual fund.
The most valuable financial gift isn’t just money;
it’s the ability to grow and manage it wisely. By
empowering your sister with financial
knowledge, you’re helping her secure her future,
which is the true essence of Raksha Bandhan," he
added.

BSNL likely to launch 4G services in October

NEW DELHI. State-owned Bharat

Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) is set to
launch 4G services in thecountry soon,
as the telco has completed trials in all
circles.

According to a senior official, BSNL could

launch its much-awaited 4G services for
customers sometime in October 2024, as
the trial results have been quite
satisfactory. So far, the telco has set up
around 25,000 4G towers across the
country. Additionally, BSNL has started
dispatching 4G SIMs to its customers.

“We have successfully trialed our 4G

network in all circles and major cities,
and the results have been promising. It is
now time to launch our commercial 4G
services.We will conduct a few more
trials before formally launching the 4G
services,” said the senior official. While
private telecom providers such as
Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel, and Vodafone
Idea Limited are rolling out their 5G

while its competitors, private telecom

nationwide, with Tejas Networks and

currently in the process of deploying
one lakh towers for 4G and 5G
services across India.In February
2024, the BSNL Employees Union
(BSNLEU) urged the government to
temporarily use Vodafone Idea
Limited’s network to provide 4G
services, attributing the delay to
issues with TCS in supplying or
installing 4G equipment.Last month,
the Minister of Communications
Jyotiraditya Scindia said he is closely
monitoring BSNL’s 4G launch
progress, with daily targets set for the
project.“We are forming a Project
Management Unit (PMU) that will set
daily targets, which will be monitored
by the Secretary and myself. I assure
you we are working to expedite the
process,” said Jyotiraditya
Scindia.State-run BSNL lost 18 mn
customers in FY24

While private telecom providers such

ensures that you will have mutual funds or local
investors picking up equity shares at every sharp fall in
equity markets due to a global selloff. If you are not
familiar with the world of finance, it would be hard for
you to connect the dots. You can imagine that even
someone who comprehends English cannot quickly
understand all the information.The National Stock
Exchange monthly bulletin highlighted that we now
have ten crore unique investors in the stock market.

as Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel, and
Vodafone Idea Limited are rolling out
their 5G services, BSNL has primarily
been offering 2G and 3G networks.
Consequently, the telco has been losing
subscribers to private operators. The telco
lost 18 million customers in the last fiscal
year.

services, BSNL has primarily been
offering 2G and 3G networks.
Consequently, the telco has been losing
subscribers to private operators. The telco
lost 18 million customers in the last fiscal
year, bringing its customer base to 88.06
million. The market share of BSNL has
also decreased to 7.46% as of April 2024,

operators, are cementing their position.

The delay in BSNL’s 4G rollout is attributed
to the government’s directive for the
company to use an indigenous network or
India’s own 4G stack.

A consortium led by the Tata Group
received a Rs 15,000 crore order from
BSNL in May 2023 to install 4G sites

government-backed C-DoT providing the
necessary equipment and technology.
BSNL has also rolled out pilot 4G services
in Punjab using indigenously developed
technology from IT company Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS) and the C-
DoT-led consortium, onboarding around
800,000 subscribers. The company is
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Trinamool claims BJP 'hijacking' Kolkata
murder protests to topple government

Kolkata rape case: The Trinamool Congress alleged that BJP was running a "sinister" toolkit campaign to topple the West Bengal government amid outrage over the rape and murder of a traimee doctor at RG Kar Medical College and Hospital.

NEW DELHI.The Trinamool Congress on
Monday alleged that the BJP had
"hijacked" the protests over the rape and
murder of a 31-year-old trainee doctor at
Kolkata's RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital. MP Saket Gokhale alleged that a
"sinister toolkit" campaign was aimed at
toppling the West Bengal government over
the incidentIn a long post, Gokhale
claimed that BJP's IT cell was running an
"organised campaign", calling for the
resignation of Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee. He said the party made 'Mamata
must resign' trending on social media after
the CBI took over the case on August
15."BJP has unleashed a sinister toolkit in
Bengal. The agenda is focused - to topple
the government. There's an organised
campaign being run by BJP by trending
'Mamata Must Resign'. A genuine protest
has been hijacked entirely by BIJP,"

The Trinamool Congress leader said

"It's been 5 days since CBI took over A%#

Gokhale tweeted.

there were "zero updates" from the
CBI after taking over the case. He
alleged that BJP leaders and
workers had "hijacked" the protests
over trainee doctor's rape and
murder by replacing "genuine
protesters".

the case and there's zero updates.
But not a single protest has been
done against the CBI. Genuine
protesters have now been replaced
by BJYM and BJP workers on the streets of
Kolkata," he said.Gokhale claimed that
BJP trended the 'Mamata Must Resign'
hashtag and said that "more than two lakh
posts were made in four days", using the
hashtag, "with a reach of over 91
million".He alleged that people or

"genuine protesters" were not using the
'Mamata Must Resign' hashtag and claimed
that such figures attained were "impossible
for ordinary accounts"."In their own
words: the only agenda is toppling the
government. The hashtag BJP has been
trending is 'Mamata Must Resign'," he

R

Sharing a screenshot of the spike in
traffic over the use of hashtag by
various accounts, Gokhale alleged
that the hashtag was being amplified
by using bot accounts in various
countries.

posts having 'Mamata Must Resign'
hashtag were from the US and from
other countries, including Russia,
Eritrea, Nigeria, Colombia and
Suriname.Accusing the CBI of being
hand-in-glove with the BJP to
"hijack" the protests, Gokhale said
the Trinamool Congress will give a
befitting reply to what he called the saffron

party's "conspiracies".

"The BJP has hijacked the protests and

turned them into an agenda for toppling the
Bengal government.
The CBI has been silent for five days just to

KOLKATA

help BJP run conspiracies. This 'toolkit' of
BJP+CPM to destabilise Bengal will get a
befitting response. We will not allow
justice to be derailed," he alleged.
TRAINEE DOCTOR'S
RAPE-MURDER

e claimed that nearly 45 per cent of The semi-naked body of the trainee doctor,

who was a second-year postgraduate
student at RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital, was found in the seminar hall of
the hospital on August 9.An accused,
Sanjoy Roy, a civil volunteer with the
Kolkata Police, was arrested in connection
with the gruesome incident.Protests broke
out in Kolkata and other parts of the
country soon after, demanding capital
punishment for the culprits and measures to
improve the security of doctors working in
hospitals. The CBI took over the case from
the Kolkata Police after intervention by the
Calcutta High Court.

tweeted.

Ex-Army chief General Sundararajan
Padmanabhan dies in Chennai

Born on December 5, 1940, in Trivandrum, Kerala, General Padmanabhan had a remarkable career that spanned over
43 vears, culminating in his tenure as Chief of Army Staff from September 30, 2000, to December 31, 2002.

NEW DELHI. General Sundararajan
Padmanabhan, the 20th Chief of
Army Staff of the Indian Army, took
his last breath in Chennai, leaving
behind a legacy of distinguished
military service. Born on December
5, 1940, in Trivandrum, Kerala,
General Padmanabhan had a
remarkable career that spanned over
43 years, culminating in his tenure as
Chief of Army Staff from September
30, 2000, to December 31, 2002.An
alumnus of the prestigious Rashtriya
Indian Military College (RIMC) in
Dehradun and the National Defence
Academy (NDA) in Khadakwasla,
Pune, General Padmanabhan was
commissioned into the Regiment of
Artillery on December 13, 1959, after
graduating from the Indian Military
Academy (IMA).Throughout his
career, General Padmanabhan held
several prestigious command, staff,
and instructional positions. He

"Like Indira Gandhi...":
Student Arrested For
'Shoot Mamata
Banerjee' Post

The accused, Kirti Sharma, who operated
under the handle "kirtisocial" on

AIADMK claims 'hidden pact’
in Tamil Nadu on Karunanidhi
Centenary coin release

Apolitical showdown is brewing in Tamil Nadu as, ahead
of M Karunanidhi’s Centenary Year coin release, the All
India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK)
has alleged a 'hidden pact' between the ling Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) and the BJP.Former Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister Edapadi K Palanisamy said that as
a part of the hidden pact between the DMK and BJP,
Chief Minister MK Stalin's party agreed to participate
in Governor’s high tea for Independence Day in return
for the BJP taking part in the coin release ceremony.

"DMK announced that it will not take part in High Tea.
But when Annamalai said that he would take part in the
coin release function and asked DMK to take part in
high tea, immediately, Stalin participated while DMK
released a statement claiming that he was representing
the Tamil Nadu Government and not DMK.

Isn’t this funny as Stalin is the Head of DMK and
Duraimurugan, who is the General Secretary of DMK
participated. So, this is only showing the 'two-faces' of
the party. This only shows their relationship",
Palanisamy said in a briefing to the media in Salemve
said this many times. It was being said that there was a
secret relationship between DMK and BJP, even our
administrators were saying so. & Now the media has
also started to raise this question. So it has come to light
that the BJP and DMK have a secret relationship”,
Palaniswamy added.

Evenaposton X by AIADMK's IT cell said, "Tamil Nadu
BJP state president said we are attending the coin
launch ceremony and you attend the Governor's tea
party and the DMK left the boycott decision and
participated in the party. DMK is a party playing a
double role. DMK's secret relationship with BJP is
evident from this".

Doctor at Rohtak medical
college arrested after student
alleges kidnap, assault

New Delhi: A dental student at the Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Sciences (PGIMS) in Haryana's
Rohtak has alleged that she was kidnapped and
assaulted by a resident doctor. Police filed a case, and
arrested the accused.Speaking with India Today TV,
Rohtak's Deputy Superintendent of Police, Virendra
Singh, stated that a first-year BDS student from
PGIMS lodged a complaint on Sunday night, alleging
that she was kidnapped and physically assaulted by
the doctor, an MD (anatomy) student.

ccording to the student's complaint, on August 16, the
accused kidnapped her from PGIMS and took her to

Independent Artillery Brigade, a
Mountain Brigade, and an Infantry
Brigade at Ranchi, Bihar, and
Punjab. He was the General Officer
Commanding (GOC) of an Infantry
Division in Punjab and later served
as Chief of Staff, 3 Corps. His tenure
as the Commander of the 15 Corps in
Kashmir from July 1993 to February
1995 was particularly notable, as the
Army made significant gains over
militants in the region, earning him the
Ati Vishisht Seva Medal
(AVSM).Following his success as the
Director General of Military
Intelligence (DGMI), General
Padmanabhan was appointed GOC of
the Northern Command at Udhampur
and later served as GOC of the
Southern Command before becoming
Chief of Army Staff.General
Padmanabhan retired on December
31,2002, after more than four decades
of service, leaving an indelible.

Instagram, is accused of encouraging

others to assassinate the Chief Minister in
a manner reminiscent of the assassination

of former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

Kolkata: A second-year BCom student has been
arrested by Kolkata Police for a provocative social
media post that incited violence against West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee. The
accused, Kirti Sharma, who operated under the
handle "kirtisocial" on Instagram, is accused of
encouraging others to assassinate the Chief
Minister in a manner reminiscent of the
assassination of former Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi.The post, which read, "Shoot Mamata
Banerjee like Indira Gandhi. If you can't do it, I
wouldn't disappoint," quickly gained attention after
several Trinamool Congress supporters flagged it
to the authorities. The police also alleged that the
accused disclosed the identity and photograph of
the 31-year-old postgraduate trainee doctor who
was found brutally raped and murdered at Kolkata's
RG KarMedical College and Hospital on August 9.

The Kolkata Police released a statement regarding
the incident, saying, "A complaint was received
regarding the accused person, having the Instagram
ID 'kirtisocial,’ who uploaded three Instagram
stories related to the recent incident at RG Kar
Hospital. The posts disclosed the picture and
identity of the victim, which is highly offensive in
nature. Additionally, the accused shared two stories
containing offensive comments and life threats
against the Hon'ble Chief Minister of West Bengal.
These comments are provocative and may create
social unrest and promote hatred among
communities.”

The Kolkata Police has cracked down heavily on
social media posts related to the rape-murder
incident. Summons were issued to Trinamool MP
Sukhendu Sekhar Ray after he publicly demanded
that the CBI interrogate the Kolkata police
commissioner. The police also issued summonses
to former BJP MP Locket Chatterjee and two
prominent doctors for allegedly spreading rumours
and disclosing the identity of the victim.

commanded the Gazala Mountain
Regiment, one of the oldest artillery
regiments of the Indian Army, and
served as Instructor Gunnery at the
School of Artillery in Deolali. He also
held the position of Brigade Major of
an infantry brigade during its raising
and was the Colonel General Staff of a
Mountain Division, where he was
awarded the Vishisht Seva Medal
(VSM) for his meritorious service.
Known affectionately within army
circles as "Paddy," General
Padmanabhan commanded an

Delhi security guard stabbed to death
after altercation, accused on the run

NEW DELHI.A security
guard was stabbed to
death in a road rage case
that unfolded in Central
Delhi's Karol Bagh area,
police said on
Sunday.According to
police, the incident
occurred in Karol Bagh's
Regar Pura locality. !
After the stabbing, the
accused fled the
spot."The police control
room first received
information about the
stabbing at around Saturday midnight.
Immediately after receiving the

sections of the Bharatiya Nyay
Sanhita (BNS) including
murder.

Manoj Sharma worked as a
security guard and at around
midnight on Saturday, he was
going to an eatery to have food,
riding his scooter. When Manoj
Sharma reached Regar Pura
area, his scooter touched a
person. Both of them got into an
argument over this, following
which the accused stabbed the
victim and fled the
spot.According to police

sources, the accused has been

identified, and the police team is
continuously raiding different areas to
arrest him.

"Makes Muslim Women's Condition Pathetic":
Centre On Triple Talaq In Supreme Court

2019,

Sharma to a nearby hospital where he
died during treatment”, police said.

information, a police team reached the As per the information, the Delhi Police

spot and took the injured victim Manoj ~ has registered a case under relevant
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Constitution"."The Parliament, in its
wisdom, enacted the impugned Act to
protect rights of married Muslim women
being divorced by 'triple talaq', and the
law in question helps ensuring the larger
constitutional goals of gender justice
and equality of married Muslim
women, the affidavit added.The
government also pointed out the
Supreme Court itself has held in the past
that it cannot go into the wisdom of laws
passed by Parliament or enter into
discussions as to what the law should
be."It is the function of the legislature
alone to determine what is and what is
not good and proper for the people of the
land and they must be given widest
latitude to exercise their functions within
the limit of their powers else all progress
is barred..." the government
argued.”Whether or not a particular type
of conduct ought to be criminalised, and
what punishment is to be imposed for
such conduct is to be determined by the
legislature in light of prevailing.

aside of the practice - that had been held is
valid among certain Muslim
communities - in 2017 had "not worked
as a sufficient deterrent in bringing down
the number of divorces by this practice"
among members of those communities.

"Victims of 'triple talaq' have no option but
to approach the police... and the police
were helpless as no action could be taken
against husbands in the absence of
punitive provisions in the law. In order to
prevent (this) there was an urgent need
for stringent (legal) provisions," the
government said.

The government's affidavit was in
response to a petition arguing that since
the Supreme Court had invalidated the
practice of 'triple talaq' there is no need to
criminalise the same.

The original affidavit was filed earlier this
month by the Samastha Kerala Jamiathul
Ulema, which describes itself as "an
association of eminent Sunni scholars".
Among other points, the petitioner called
the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights

on Marriage) Act,
unconstitutional.

The petitioners argued that the Act violates
fundamental rights, including those that
guarantee Indian citizens equality before

The counter-affidavit
was in response to a
petition arguing that
since the Supreme
Court had invalidated
the practice of 'triple
talaq' there is no need
to criminalise the

same.
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New Delhi: The practice of 'triple talaq' is
"fatal for the social institution of
marriage”" and "makes Muslim women's
condition very pathetic", the government
argued Monday in an affidavit filed
before the Supreme Court.

The government said the top court's setting
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HOSPITAL

Ambala and Chandigarh, where he assaulted her. No
evidence of sexual harassment or rape has emerged
from the victim's statement or the investigation until
now, the police stated.

In a video that emerged on social media platform X, the
woman is seen crying and showing the wounds on her
body caused by the alleged assault.In the video, she
claimed that the resident doctor has been harassing
her for the last seven months. She also alleged that the
accused threatened her with dire consequences if she
raised the issue with college authorities. According to
reports, PGIMS expelled the accused doctor and
debarred him from entering the college premises.The
incident comes amid nationwide protests by doctors
and the medical fraternity after the brutal rape and
murder of a trainee doctor at a state-run hospital in
Kolkata.

law and prohibits discrimination on
grounds of religion.In a detailed response
made public this morning the
government firmly dismissed the
petitioners' claims, arguing that the
practice of 'triple talaq' "violates
fundamental rights and rights of equality
guaranteed to women under the
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Tropical storm Ernesto
regains hurricane
strength, heads towards
US East Coast

UPDATED Tropical Storm Ernesto became a
hurricane again Sunday as it churned away
from Bermuda and headed further out in the
northeastern Atlantic, sending powerful
swells toward the US East Coast, generating
rip currents associated with at least one
death and prompting many rescues.The
National Hurricane Center in Miami said
Ernesto’s maximum sustained winds were
75 mph (120 kph), just barely Category 1
strength.More strengthening was forecast
before Ernesto weakens and becomes a
post-tropical cyclone on Tuesday, the
hurricane center said. The storm was
centered about 520 miles (840 kilometers)
south of Halifax, Nova Scotia, and was
expected to pass near southeastern
Newfoundland late Monday and early
Tuesday.Swells generated by Ernesto were
affecting portions of the Bahamas, Bermuda,
the US East Coast as well as the Canadian
Atlantic coast. Life-threatening surf and rip
current conditions are likely in these areas
during the next couple of days, the hurricane
center said.The National Weather Service
posted a coastal flood advisory and warned
of a high risk for rip currents along the
Atlantic Coast through Monday evening,
saying they “can sweep even the best
swimmers away from shore into deeper
water.” A warning extended from Florida to
the Boston area and portions of Maine.

In periods of high risk, rip currents become
more likely and potentially more frequent,
posing a danger to all levels of swimmers,
not just inexperienced ones, said
meteorologist Mike Lee in Mount Holly,
New Jersey.“It’s going to be really
dangerous out in the water today,” he said.

At Manasquan Inlet in New Jersey, officials
said a fisherman was washed off the north
jetty Saturday but was quickly rescued by
lifeguards. The victim had knee and back
injuries and a possible concussion and was
taken to a hospital, Lifeguard Chief Doug
Anderson told NJ Advance Media, and
lifeguards rescued at least five other people.

In Ventnor to the south, Senior Lt. Meghan
Holland of the city beach patrol said eight
people were rescued.Forecasters, citing
local emergency management, said a 41-
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Cholera outbreak kills 22 in Sudan, more than 350 infected

Cairo.Sudan has been stricken by a cholera
outbreak that has killed nearly two dozen
people and sickened hundreds more in recent
weeks, health authorities said Sunday. The
African nation has been roiled by a 16-month
conflict and devastating floods.Health
Minister Haitham Mohamed Ibrahim said in
a statement that at least 22 people have died
from the disease, and that at least 354
confirmed cases of cholera have been
detected across the county in recent
weeks.Ibrahim didn’t give a time frame for
the deaths or the tally since the start of the
year. The World Health Organisation,
however, said that 78 deaths were recorded
from cholera this year in Sudan as of July 28.
The disease also sickened more than 2,400
others between January 1 and July 28, it
said.Cholera is a fast-developing, highly
contagious infection that causes diarrhoea,
leading to severe dehydration and possible
death within hours when not treated,
according to WHO. It is transmitted through
the ingestion of contaminated food or water.

The cholera outbreak is the latest calamity for
Sudan, which was plunged into chaos in
April last year when simmering tensions
between the military and a powerful
paramilitary group exploded into open
warfare across the country. The conflict has
turned the capital, Khartoum and other urban
areas into battlefields, wrecking civilian

South Korea,

Seoul US and South Korean troops kicked
off a large-scale exercise Monday aimed
at strengthening their combined defence
capabilities against nuclear-armed North
Korea, which again accused the allies of
practicing an invasion.The annual
summertime exercise comes amid
heightened tensions on the Korean
Peninsula as the pace of both North
Korea’s weapons demonstrations and the
US-South Korea combined military
exercises have intensified in a cycle of tit-
for-tat.The exercise began hours after
North Korea’s Foreign Ministry issued a
statement repeating the North's
contention that such exercises are
“provocative war drills for aggression.” It
said the North’s nuclear ambitions are

infrastructure and an already battered health
care system. Without the basics, many
hospitals and medical facilities have closed
their doors.

It has killed thousands of people and pushed
many into starvation, with famine already
confirmed in a sprawling camp for displaced

people in the wrecked northern region of

Darfur.Sudan’s conflict has created the
world’s largest displacement crisis. More
than 10.7 million people have been forced to
flee their homes since fighting began,
according to the International Organisation
for Migration. Over 2 million of those fled to

uncommon in Sudan. A previous major
outbreak left at least 700 dead and sickened
about 22,000 in less than two months in2017.
Tarik JaAdareviAf, a spokesman for WHO,
said the outbreak began in the eastern
province of Kassala before spreading to nine
localities in five provinces.He said in
comments to The Associated Press that data
showed that most of the detected cases were
not vaccinated. He said the WHO is now
working with the Sudanese health authorities
and partners to implement a vaccination
campaign.Sudan’s military-controlled
sovereign council, meanwhile, said Sunday
it will send a government delegation to meet
with American officials in Cairo amid
mounting US pressure on the military to join
ongoing peace talks in Switzerland that aim

neighbouring countries.The fighting has
been marked by atrocities, including mass
rape and ethnically motivated killings that
amount to war crimes and crimes against
humanity, according to the UN and
international rights groups.

Devastating seasonal floods in recent weeks

have compounded the misery. Dozens of
people have been killed and critical
infrastructure has been washed away in 12 of
Sudan’s 18 provinces, according to local
authorities. About 118,000 people have been
displaced due to the floods, according to the
UN migration agency.Cholera is not

at finding a way out of the conflict.

The council said in a statement the Cairo

meeting will focus on the implementation of
a deal between the military and the Rapid
Support Forces, which required the
paramilitary group to pull out from people’s
homes in Khartoum and elsewhere in the
country.The talks began August 14 in
Switzerland with diplomats from the US,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the United Arab
Emirates, the African Union and the United
Nations attending. A delegation from the
RSF was in Geneva but didn’t join the
meetings.

US begin military drills;
North calls if pruchcmg invasion

Ministry statement.The Ulchi Freedom
Shield drills, which continue for 11 days,
through August 29, include both
computer-simulated war games and more
than 40 kinds of field exercises, including
live-fire drills. The allies said this year’s

nuclear attack scenarios.The US military
has not confirmed the number of
American troops participating in the
drills or said whether they will involve
US strategic assets. The United States in
recent months has increased its regional
deployment of long-range bombers,
submarines and aircraft carrier strike
groups to train with South Korean and
Japanese forces.The drills could trigger a
belligerent response from North Korea,
which has been flaunting its growing
weapons program and issuing verbal

threats of nuclear conflict against
Washington and Seoul.Earlier this month,
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un staged
a huge ceremony in the country’s capital,
Pyongyang, to mark the delivery of 250

Bangladesh will maintain
support for Rohingya refugees,
says Muhammad Yunus

Dhaka. Bangladesh will maintain support both for
its immense Rohingya refugee population and its
vital garment trade, Nobel laureate and new leader
Muhammad Yunus said Sunday in his first major
policy address.Yunus, 84, returned from Europe
this month after a student-led revolution to take up
the monumental task of steering democratic
reforms in a country riven by institutional decay.

His predecessor Sheikh Hasina, 76, had suddenly
fled the country days earlier by helicopter after 15
years of iron-fisted rule.Setting out his priorities in
front of diplomats and UN representatives, Yunus
vowed continuity on two of the biggest policy
challenges of his caretakeradministration.

"Our government will continue to support the
million-plus Rohingya people sheltered in
Bangladesh," Yunus said."We need the sustained
efforts of the international community for

year-old man drowned Saturday in a rip

. ; rogram is focused on enhancing their
current at Surf City, North Carolina. prog £

readiness against various North Korean
threats, including missiles, GPS jamming

Rohingya humanitarian operations and their
eventual repatriation to their homeland, Myanmar,
with safety, dignity and full rights," he added.

thus justified, adding that it is crucial to
"constantly maintain the balance of power

nuclear-capable missile launchers to
frontline military units and called for a

Philippine vessel

1 . . !
deliberately collided

with Chinese ship, claims

Beijing

Beijing. China's Coast Guard said a Philippine
vessel that had ignored its repeated warnings
"deliberately collided" with a Chinese vessel
in an "unprofessional and dangerous" manner
in the disputed South China Sea, according to
statements on Monday.A short video of the
incident posted on China Coast Guard's social
media showed the collision happened around
3:24 a.m. on Monday (1924 GMT on Sunday)
and labelled the Chinese vessel as a coast
guard vessel.In one of the statements, China's
maritime security said the same Philippine
vessel then entered waters near Second
Thomas Shoal after being prevented from
entering Sabina Shoal waters. Two Philippine
Coast Guard vessels "illegally intruded" into
waters adjacent to Sabina Shoal without
permission in the early hours on Monday,
according to the China Coast Guard
spokesperson Gan Yu.

"The Philippines has repeatedly provoked and
caused trouble, violated the temporary
arrangements between China and the
Philippines," Gan said, referring to
Philippines' supplies missions to a vessel
grounded on Second Thomas Shoal.

A Philippines Coast Guard spokesman did not
immediately respond to a request for
comment.China's Coast Guard said it took
control measures against the Philippine ships
in accordance with the law in the incidents
early Monday, and warned the Philippines to

"immediately stop infringement and
provocation" or "bear all consequences".

Israeli airstrikes in
Gaza kill 29 as Antony
Blinken looks to seal
peace deal

Gaza Strip. Israeli strikes across Gaza killed
29 people, including young quintuplets,
overnight and into Sunday, health officials
said, as US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
arrived in Israel to try to seal a cease-fire deal
that could help ease soaring regional
tensions.The US and fellow mediators Egypt
and Qatar have said they were closing in on a
deal after two days of talks in Doha, with
Israeli officials expressing cautious optimism.
But Hamas in a statement on Sunday accused
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
of setting new conditions, including his
refusal of a complete withdrawal of forces
from Gaza.The evolving proposal calls for a
three-phase process in which Hamas would
release all hostages abducted during its
October 7 attack, which triggered the
deadliest war fought between Israelis and
Palestinians. In exchange, Israel would
withdraw its forces from Gaza and release
Palestinian prisoners. The war has killed over
40,000 Palestinians, according to local health
authorities, displaced the vast majority of the
territory’s 2.3 million residents and led
experts to warn of famine and the outbreak of
diseases like polio.

for preventing a war by stockpiling the
greatest deterrence.”The United States
and South Korea described their joint
drills as defensive in nature and have been
expanding and upgrading their training in
recent years to cope with the North’s
evolving threats.The US and South
Korean militaries did not immediately
react to the North Korean Foreign

military personnel will participate in the

with civil defence and evacuation drills

and cyberattacks and will also reflect
lessons learned from recent armed
conflicts.About 19,000 South Korean

drills, which will be held concurrently

from Monday through Thursday that will
include programs based on North Korean

ceaseless expansion of his military’s
nuclear program.The event added to
concerns about Kim’s weapons program
as he demonstrates an intent to deploy
battlefield nuclear weapons along the
North’s border with South Korea and
claims that his military could react with
preemptive nuclear strikes if it perceives
the leadership as under threat.

UPDATED Heavy rains lashed
Alpine regions of Austria and
left parts of Vienna under
water at the weekend, causing
severe damage in parts of the
country and disrupting road
and rail transport, authorities
and local media said.Fast-
moving torrents of muddy
water swept cars through the
ski resort of St. Anton, in
western Austria, on Friday,
footage posted on social
media showed. Meanwhile
record rainfall hit parts of
Vienna in the east of the
country on Saturday, state
broadcaster ORF said. A woman was
dragged under a bus by the force of
flooding in the Doebling area in the north
of the city on Saturday, ORF said. She

Record rain in Austria causes severe
damage, traffic chaos, affect rail services

was taken to hospital in a critical
condition, it added.Fire services in the
capital were called out more than 450
times on Saturday as the downpours

August it rains a total of 68 litres per
square metre, with the all-time record
being 139 litres on May 15,
according to ORF.

caused traffic chaos and disrupted
rail transport, according to ORF.
"Heavy storms have done great
damage in many parts of Austria,"
Chancellor Karl Nehammer said
on X, thanking officials who were
working to clear up the damage.In
Vienna's Doebling district,
officials registered 110 litres of
rain per square metre, which ORF
Vienna meteorologist Kevin
Hebenstreit said was a record for
August rainfall in the city.A large
proportion of Vienna's average
summer rainfall hit on Saturday in
justone hour, according to weather
data firm UBIMET.On average in

1885,

Bangladesh is home to around one million Rohingya

refugees.Most of them fled neighbouring
Myanmar in 2017 after a military crackdown now
the subject of a genocide investigation by a United
Nations court.The weeks of unrest and mass
protests that toppled Hasina also saw widespread
disruption to the country's linchpin textile industry,
with suppliers shifting orders out of the country.

"We won't tolerate ay attempt to disrupt the global
clothing supply chain, in which we are a key
player," Yunus said.Bangladesh's 3,500 garment
factories account for around 85 percent of its $55
billion in annual exports.Yunus won the Nobel
Peace Prize in 2006 for his pioneering work in
microfinance, credited with helping millions of
Bangladeshis out of grinding poverty.

He took office as "chief adviser" to a caretaker
administration -- all fellow civilians bar two
retired generals -- and has said he wants to hold
elections "within a few months".Before her ouster,
Hasina's government was accused of widespread
human rights abuses, including the mass detention
and extrajudicial killing of her political opponents.

Ukraine's push into Russia's Kursk to create buffer zone, says Zelenskyy

It was the first
time Zelenskyy
clearly stated the
aim of the
operation, which
was launched on

August 6.
Previously, he had

aimed to protect
communities in
the bordering
Sumy region from
constant shelling.

Kyiv. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said Sunday the daring military incursion into
Russia’s Kursk region aims to create a buffer
zone to prevent further attacks by Moscow
across the border.It was the first time Zelenskyy
clearly stated the aim of the operation, which
was launched on August 6. Previously, he had
said the operation aimed to protect communities
in the bordering Sumy region from constant
shelling.Zelenskyy said “it is now our primary
task in defensive operations overall: to destroy
as much Russian war potential as possible and
conduct maximum counteroffensive actions.
This includes creating a buffer zone on the
aggressor’s territory -— our operation in the
Kursk region,”
address.This weekend, Ukraine destroyed a key
bridge in the region and struck a second one
nearby, disrupting supply lines as it pressed a
stunning cross-border incursion that began

. . August 6, officials said.

Sd Id The 0 pe runo n Pro-Kremlin military bloggers acknowledged the

destruction of the first bridge on the Seim River

near the town of Glushkovo will impede
deliveries of supplies to Russian forces repelling

Ukraine’s incursion, although Moscow could

still use pontoons and smaller bridges. Ukraine’s

air force chief, Lt. Gen. Mykola Oleshchuk, on

Friday released a video of an airstrike that cut the

bridge in two.Less than two days later, Ukrainian

troops hit a second bridge in Russia, according to

Oleshchuk and Russian regional Gov. Alexei

Smirnov.As of Sunday morning, there were no

officials giving the exact location of the second

he said in his nightly

bridge attack. But Russian Telegram channels
claimed that a second bridge over the Seim, in
the village of Zvannoe,
struck.According to Russia’s Mash news site,
the attacks left only one intact bridge in the area.
The Associated Press could not immediately
verify these claims. If confirmed, the Ukrainian
strikes would further complicate Moscow’s
attempts to replenish its forces and evacuate
civilians.Glushkovo is about 12 kilometres (7.5
miles) north of the Ukrainian border, and
approximately 16 kilometres (10 miles)
northwest of the main battle zone in Kursk.
Zvannoe is located another 8 kilometres (5
miles) to the northwest.

Kyiv previously has said little about the goals of its
push into Russia with tanks and other armoured
vehicles, the largest attack on the country since
World War II, which took the Kremlin by
surprise and saw scores of villages and hundreds

had been

of prisoners fall into Ukrainian hands.

The Ukrainians drove deep into the region in
several directions, facing little resistance and
sowing chaos and panic as tens of thousands of
civilians fled. Ukraine’s Commander in Chief,
Gen. Oleksandr Syrskyi, claimed last week that
his forces had advanced across 1,000 square
kilometres (390 square miles) of the region,
although it was not possible to independently
verify what Ukrainian forces effectively control.

Buffer Zones Sought By Both Sides

In his remarks on creating a buffer zone,
Zelenskyy said Ukrainian forces “achieved good
and much-needed results.”Analysts say that
although Ukraine could try to consolidate its
gains inside Russia, it would be risky, given
Kyiv’s limited resources, because its own supply
lines extendin deep into Kursk would be
vulnerable.The incursion has proven Ukraine’s
ability to seize the initiative and has boosted its
morale,
counteroffensive last summer and months of
grinding Russian gains in the eastern Donbas
region.For his part, Russian President Vladimir
Putin said while visiting China in May that
Moscow’s offensive that month in Ukraine’s
northeastern Kharkiv region was aimed at
creating a buffer zone there.That offensive
opened a new front and displaced thousands of
Ukrainians. The attacks were a response to
Ukrainian shelling of Russia’s Belgorod region,
Putin said.“I have said publicly that if it
continues, we will be forced to create a security
zone, a sanitary zone,” he said.

which was sapped by a failed
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Real Madrid's problem

mental, not physical:

Ancelotti slams team
after draw

New Delhi Real Madrid manager Carlo
Ancelotti was left visibly frustrated after his
team's lacklustre performance in their 1-1
draw against Mallorca in the Laliga season
opener. Ancelotti attributed the team's
struggles to mental lapses rather than
physical fitness issues.Ancelotti said his
players lacked focus after taking an early
lead through Rodrygo in the 13th minute but
allowing Mallorca to rescue a point with a
Vedat Muriqi header after the break."Today I
am not happy. I think we could have been
done much better," Ancelotti said in a post-
match press conference."We need to be more
concentrated, work better as a group... It's
not a fitness problem, it was mental. I don't
want to make excuses for anything. We had
to do better and show more attitude."

Real Madrid vs Mallorca: Match Report

Ancelotti was particularly critical of his team's
defensive performance, emphasising the
need for a more disciplined approach. He
suggested that Real could have easily lost
due to their own blunders and urged his
players to learn fast from Saturday's
mistakes."We started the game well, we took
the lead and we had chances to score the
second, but in the second half we lacked

balance," he noted. "It was a game we could
have lost because we didn't have balance. It
wasn't a good game. We are a very attacking
team and defensive balance is a fundamental
part of the way we are built."The coach
highlighted the importance of collective
commitment in defence, stating that the
team's inability to win the ball back and
press after losing possession was a key issue.

"When we talk about defending, we are talking
above all about collective commitment. The
balance is found with the players thinking
about the same thing. When we have to win
the ball back we have to think about it all
together," Ancelotti explained.

Ancelotti's comments underscored the need
for Real Madrid to quickly address these
mental and tactical issues if they are to
succeed in the season ahead.

Rohit Sharma chills with
Abhishek Nayar, Dhawal

Kulkarni in off season

New Delhi India captain Rohit Sharma is
spending some much-needed downtime
during the off season. The Indian men's
cricket team have a long break between
their assignments and that means players
have gone back home to spend some time
with their families.

India captain Rohit Sharma was pictured
with his friends - former India cricketer
Dhawal Kulkarni and assistant India coach
Abhishek Nayar on Sunday, 18 August.
Dhawal Kulkarni posted a photo of the
group on his social media account where
they were seen sharing a meal. The Indian
team toured Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka
before going on a break. After winning the
T20I series against both nations, India
faltered in the ODI format, losing the series
2-0. It was not a good start for Indian in the
Gautam Gambhir era as the team failed to
play the Sri Lankan spin bowlers, losing
wickets in bunches.India captain Rohit
Sharma batted well in all three matches of
the series scoring two half-centuries. In

fact Rohit was the highest scorer of the
series, hitting 157 runs in 3 games. Sharma
and the team will hope to regroup well
before they start their home season against
Bangladesh and New Zealand. India will
play Test and T20I series against the two
nations before flying out to Australia to
play the Border Gavaskar Trophy. The tour
of Australia will be the showpiece bilateral
series for India in this season as they will
look to maintain their dominance over the
BGT.

In the previous bilateral Test series against
Australia, India won at home, clinching the
4-match series 2-1. Before that, India won
two back to back Test series in Australia,
once under the captaincy of Virat Kohli
and then under Ajinkya Rahane.

The Hundred: Sagib Mahmood stars
as Oval Invincibles defend men's

Oval Invincibles became
hack-to-back champions of
the Hundred cricket
competition with a 17-run

victory over Southern Brave.

—_— —

New Delhi Oval Invincibles became back-to-
back champions of the Hundred cricket
competition with a 17-run victory over
Southern Brave at Lord’s on Sunday, 18
August. With Brave set a target of 148 for
victory, the game was in the balance before
three wickets in six balls from Saqib
Mahmood ripped the energy out of the run-
chase and saw Invincibles become the first
team to register four trophies across the
men’s and women’s competitions.

Mahmood removed Leus du Plooy, Kieron
Pollard and Laurie Evans between the 72nd
and 78th balls and when Chris Jordan
followed them back to the pavilion four balls
later, the game was settled as a contest. The
Invincibles scored 147-9 with Southern

Brave finishing on 130-7.The dramatic over
saw Mahmood get hit for a boundary in the
very first ball of the set. After getting hit over
cover by du Plooy, Mahmood kept his nerve
and stayed true to his stump to stump line.
With du Ploy backing away, the slight inward
movement from Mahmood beat the bat of du
Plooy with the ball crashing into his
stumps.After du Plooy's dismissal,
Mahmood kept on badgering Kieron Pollard
with his seam movement. His sharp
inswinger caught Pollard in the front of the
stumps which was adjudged an LBW. In a

space of two balls, Mahmood trapped a set
Laurie Evans (16 off 10) at covers to put
Southern Brave in deep trouble." Amazing,
had a S5-ball interval at the timeout, spent
time with the coach and got Polly out. Just
attack and bring the stumps into play and
that's what I have tried to do. Sam Curran at
mid-on told me, keep it simple and don't
overdo it. We have kept the core of our squad
the same, I missed the last two years with
injuries but I was there the first year. To repay
that faith of being retained feels nice," Saqib
Mahmood said while accepting the match

DPL: West Delhi Lions edge past North
Delhi Strikers after all-round brilliance

«« West Delhi Lions beat North Delhi

Strikers by 3 wickets

o Akchil Chaudhary's 4/20 with the

ball set the tone for West Delhi
Lions

.tﬁkit Kumar's 39 off 15 balls also

played a key role for West Delhi
Lions

New Delhi Akhil Chaudhary's 4/20 and Ankit

Kumar's blistering 39 off 15 balls powered
the West Delhi Lions to a three-wicket
victory over the North Delhi Strikers in the
third match of the Adani Delhi Premier
League T20 at Arun Jaitley Stadium on
Sunday. Akhil Chaudhary's 4/20 with the
ball set the tone for West Delhi Lions as they
restricted North Delhi Strikers to 144/8 in 20
overs. West Delhi Lions then chased down
the target in 18.3 overs.The West Delhi
Lions started their chase of 145 with
explosive intent as they crossed the 50-run
mark in just 3.1 overs, thanks to Ankit
Kumar's quick-fire 39 off 15 balls. His

innings ended when he was caught and
bowled by Anirudh Chowdhary on the very
next delivery.Meanwhile, Shivam Gupta (12
off 8), who had supported Ankit well, was
dismissed in the following over by Suyash
Sharma, and Anmol Sharma (17 off 18) was
trapped LBW by Manan Bhardwaj in the

but it wasn't enough as the West Delhi Lions
chased down the remaining runs with nine
balls to spare. After opting to bowl first, West
Delhi Lions bowlers did well to contain the
North Delhi Strikers from scoring big. By
the end of the powerplay, the North Delhi
Strikers were 48/2, having lost Sarthak
Ranjan (1 off 6) and Yash Dabas (10 off 11).
Vaibhav Kandpal had gotten a decent start
but was trapped LBW by Hrithik Shokeen
after scoring 29 off 22 balls.With 50/3 after
seven overs, Yash Bhatia and Vaibhav Rawal
steadied the ship with timely boundaries as
they constructed a crucial partnership of 74
runs in 55 deliveries, bringing the team's
total to the 100-run mark in the 14th over. As
the Strikers attempted to accelerate, Rawal
was dismissed in the 16th over for 36 off 29
balls. His partner Bhatia followed in the next
over, scoring 37 off 28, leaving North Delhi
struggling at 126/5 after 17 overs.

eighth over. Despite losing wickets in quick From there on, West Delhi Lions were in the

succession, West Delhi Lions remained in a
commanding position at 76/3 after eight
overs.Ekansh Dobal (27 off 24), who came
in as an Impact player built a solid
partnership of 38 runs off 36 balls with Dev
Lakra (13 off 22). However, both Lakra and
Dobal were dismissed in the 14th and 15th
over respectively, leaving the Lions needing
24 runs from 30 balls.The North Delhi
Strikers managed to take two late wickets in
the 18th over, dismissing Hrithik Shokeen (9
off 10) and Tishant Pawan Dabla (4 off 2),

driving seat, scalping three quick wickets.
Pranshu Vijayran (3 off 8) fell cheaply in the
18th over to Navdeep Saini. Akhil
Chaudhary, who had earlier removed Ranjan
and Bhatia, finished his quote with
impressive figures of 4/20, dismissing
Siddhant Sharma (6 off 3) and Pranav
Rajvanshi (1 off 3) in the 19th over. Saini
bowled a tight last over as West Delhi Lions
restricted North Delhi Strikers to 144/8 in 20
overs.

Kylian Mbappe, Bellingham draw blanks as
Real Madrid drop points in opener

New Delhi, Real Madrid's highly anticipated
LalLiga title defence got off to a
disappointing start as they were held toa 1-1
draw at Mallorca, with Vedat Muriqi's
second-half header cancelling out
Rodrygo's early strike and spoiling Kylian
Mbappe's eagerly awaited domestic
debut.Real Madrid started strongly, taking
the lead through Rodrygo's fine curling
strike in the 13th minute, assisted by a back-
heeled pass from Vinicius Jr. However,
Mallorca began to create counter-attack
opportunities as Real grew frustrated,
dominating possession but lacking ideas up
front.

Mbappe and Jude Bellingham, key signings in
Real's "Ne3aw Galacticos" lineup, were
largely ineffective, with Vinicius Jr being
the only notable threat against a disciplined

Mallorca defence. Vinicius had several
heated exchanges with rivals and was
reprimanded by the referee after reacting to
taunts from the local fans, who had
previously racially abused him in February
2023.Real goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois
made several crucial saves to maintain the
lead, but was powerless against Muriqi's
powerful header from a corner in the 53rd

minute, which levelled the score for
Mallorca. Despite Mbappe's late efforts,
including two angled strikes denied by
Mallorca goalkeeper Dominik Greif, Real
were unable to regain the lead. The match
ended with Real down to 10 men after
defender Ferland Mendy received a straight
red card for a sliding tackle deep into added
time. This draw, combined with Barcelona's
2-1 win over Valencia the previous day,
suggests that Real Madrid may need to work
harder to integrate Mbappe into their squad
and mount a successful title defence. The
club will hope to regroup as they face
Valladolid on 25 August is their first home
game of the season. Carlo Ancelotti and his
men would hope to put up a better show in
front of their home fans after a good run in
the pre-season matches.

hero award on Sunday.Sam Curran was
judged the Most Valuable Player of the
tournament this season. The all-rounder
lauded the team environment at the
Invincibles behind their back-to-back title
wins."The environment we have had over
the last 4 years has really helped. Similar
faces, similar staff and when we walk into
work with a smile it helps. Don't care, back to
back winners. We won't hear the end of it
tonight, really glad for Tom. He came out and
pleased to see him perform for us. Everyone
has stood up for us, really pleased we get the
trophy and feeling really happy," Curran said
atthe post match presentation ceremony.

Earlier Sunday, London Spirit successfully

chased down a target of 116 to beat Welsh
Fire and claim the women’s Hundred title in
front of a record 22,008 spectators at Lord's.
London Spirit scored 118-6 off 98 balls in
reply to Welsh Fire’s 115-8.

In a tense finale, it was left to Deepti Sharma

and Charlie Dean to get their team over the
line, with allrounder Sharma finishing off
with a six over long-on with just two balls
left. Sharma’s strike hung in the air and
briefly appeared to be heading to Shabnim
Ismail on the boundary, but there was enough
power to go all the way and bring an end to a
topsy-turvy encounter.

Mohun Bagan captain Subhasish

Bose leads unprecedented
march in Kolkata

Kolkata. Keeping their bitter rivalry aside, and

braving relentless downpour, thousands of
fans of Kolkata's 'Big Three' football clubs --
Mohun Bagan, East Bengal and
Mohammedan Sporting -- came together to
protest against the alleged rape and murder of
a doctor at RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital, here on Sunday.Unprecedented
scenes were witnessed outside the Saltlake
Stadium as India defender and Mohun Bagan
captain Subhasish Bose, accompanied by his
wife Kasturi Chetri, and All India Football
Federation president Kalyan Chaubey joined
the protest march, "demanding justice" for the
RG Kar victim."I've come here as a
commoner. Justice is needed to ensure that
this incident is never repeated. The culprits
should receive proper punishment. We will
continue our protests until justice is served,"
said Bose while his wife was seen showing a
placard with 'We want justice. Justice for RG
Kar"."For the first time, fans of Mohun Bagan,
East Bengal, and Mohammedan Sporting
have come together to fight for justice. [ am
grateful to everyone. This fight is not just for
Bengal, but for the entire country."

Bose continued: "Together, we will fight so that

no one dares to commit such a heinous act
again. I’m a footballer, and the ground means
everything to me. But if our mothers and
sisters don’t feel safe in our state or country,
there is nothing more important than
addressing that."We all have to come togeter
and fight for their safety. We must protect
them and show them respect. I’'m here as a
common person, without any political
affiliation."Asked about his feeling on the
cancellation of Durand Cup derby match
against East Bengal earlier scheduled to be
played on Sunday, he said: "No one would
have been happier than me if the match had
taken place. I always want to play in as many
derbies as I can. But this was the government's
decision, and they felt it was necessary.

"However, the bigger cause is justice for RG

Kar, and I will always stand for that," he said.

The fans started assembling around 4pm in

front of the VIP Gate of the Saltlake Staidum
where the Durand Cup derby match between
Mohun Bagan and East Bengal was scheduled
but only to be called off by the administration,
fearing security concernsBut the fans kept
their date with the 'derby' and were also joined
by the supporters of the city's other century-
old club -- Mohammedan Sporting.Never
before in the history of Kolkata Maidan, the
fans of the three rival clubs were seen together
fighting for a common cause as they were also
seen held up and put inside a lock-up van by
the police.

[reland Women's stun Asia Cup champions Sri Lanka to bag 0Dl series 2-0

Ireland's women's cricket team

secured a series win over Sri
Lanka with a dominant
performance in the second 0DI,
achieving a 2-0 lead. Key
contributions from Amy Hunter
and Leah Paul sealed the victory.

New Delhi Ireland's women’s cricket team
secured an impressive series win over the
reigning Women’s Asia Cup champions,
Sri Lanka, with a commanding
performance in the second ODI on August
18, 2024. With this win on top of an all-
round brilliance, 2-0 lead in the three-
match ODI series, with one match still left
toplay.

Batting first after being sent in by Sri Lanka,

Ireland faced early challenges as they lost
both openers to Achini Kulasuriya’s new-
ball spell. The situation worsened when Orla

Prendergast, the centurion from the first
ODI, was dismissed by Kavisha Dilhari,
leaving Ireland at 77 for 3.However, the Irish

middle order showed resilience and
determination. Amy Hunter led the
recovery with a well-crafted 71-ball 66,
forming a crucial 57-run partnership for
the fourth wicket with Leah Paul.
Hunter's dismissal, just when she seemed
set for a bigger score, was a setback, but
Ireland did not falter.

Leah Paul, who played a pivotal role in
stabilizing the innings, found an able
partner in Rachel Stokell. The duo forged
a match-defining partnership of 114 runs
off 112 balls for the fifth wicket. Paul was
eventually dismissed for a well-made 81
off 101 balls in the final over, while
Stokell remained unbeaten on 53 off 61
balls, ensuring Ireland posted a
competitive total.

Sri Lanka, despite a maiden ODI century
from Samarawickrama, could not chase
down Ireland’s total. The Irish bowlers
maintained pressure, ultimately leading
to a memorable victory that sealed the
series to their name. The final match of the

series on August 20, will now be an

opportunity for Ireland to complete a clean

sweep.
o0 ©
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Moun
Roy

Flaunts Her Bombshell Body In A
Gold-Sequined Qutfite

ouni Roy, who launched her acting career wi

the popular television show ‘Kyunki Saas Bl

Kabhi Bahu Thi’, has since made a successfi
transition into films and music videos, capturing
attention with her stunning looks and captivating
performances. Her Instagram account, brimming with
fashionable posts, frequently goes viral, setting major
fashion goals with her vacation snapshots. Keeping up
with her trendsetting ways, Mouni made the most of her
Sunday by sharing a sizzling video, once again dazzling
her followers with her impeccable style.In the video,
Mouni Roy can be seen posing elegantly, dressed in a
glamorous, gold-sequined outfit that shimmers under
the light. The top part of her outfit features fringes,
adding a touch of drama, while the bottom part is a long,
high-waisted skirt with a zigzag pattern. Mouni is posing with
one arm raised above her head and the other hand resting on her

/

waist, exuding confidence. The caption accompanying the image

_ g

Emraan Hashmi-starrer Showtime.

In a recent interview, Mouni shared that it is projects like Sultan of Delhi and Brahmastra
which changed people’s perception of her as an actor. “Brahmastra was absolutely
different. When you see Gold, RAW and Made In China, I had played very Indianised
characters. Maybe after Naagin and Sati. people could only see me as a ‘saree-clad Indian
character’. So, for Milan sir to think of me as this cabaret dancer Nayantara, at a time l

Juliet!”
Mouni Roy has come a

reads, “Take
the drama one
notch down

long way ever since she
made her television debut
with Ekta Kapoor’s Kyunki
Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi. She
became a popular name after
she starred in Naagin. Mouni
made her Bollywood debut
with Akshay Kumar’s Gold in’
2018, Last year, Mouni was
seen in Ayan Mukerji’s magnum
opus, Brahmastra. Recently, she
was also seen in a music video
titled “Dotara” along with Jubin:
Nautiyal. Mouni Roy was also
seen in the web-series Sultan of
Delhi. She was last seen in

when Brahmastra had not even released. I think it is an exciting time to be an actor where
makers can visualise you in different roles. Such great parts are being written. I really feel |

fortunate to be offered these parts and be able to play them on screen,” she told .

Kiara Advani

scenes, with Hrithik battling Japanese
antagonists at the iconic Shaolin Temple,
and Kiara showcasing her combat skills in
a high-octane fight scene set in a shopping
mall. This thrilling scene was filmed over
four days at Infiniti Mall in Malad,
Mumbai.

The report also hints at Jr NTR’s planned
grand entry, which was to take place aboard
a ship at Yash Raj Studios. However, due to
the actor’s recent injury, the set is being
dismantled, with filming expected to

resume in October.
A source close to the project revealed to

PinkVilla that Ayan Mukerji and producer . :
Aditya Chopra have carefully crafted War
2’s script to stand out in the YRF Spy

to Perform Intense ‘Commando Fight’ in

Hrithik Roshan-Led Film, Details Inside

iara Advani is rapidly establishing herself as one of Bollywood’s most reliable stars, and her upcoming
projects are only adding to her rising popularity. Among the most anticipated is Ayan Mukerji’s *War 2°,
d where she will star alongside Hrithik Roshan and Jr NTR. Fans are buzzing with excitement, especially

‘after a recent report revealed that Kiara will be involved in an intense ‘commando fight’ sequence in the
film.The much-awaited sequel to the 2019 hit “War’ promises to be an action-packed spectacle.
According to areport from ‘Dainik Bhaskar’, Kiara and Hrithik have already shot their introduction

&4

\

J

Universe. The film is set to be darker and grittier than its predecessors, promising an action spectacle
unlike anything seen before, “Ayan Mukerji and Aditya Chopra have meticulously worked on the
script of War 2 to differentiate it from all that has been done in the YRF Spy Universe till date. War 2
will be an action spectacle like never before, and as suggested by the post-credit sequence of Kabir,
this one will be a little darker and gritty.”* War 2’ will be the sixth installment in YRF’s Spy Universe,
following hits like ‘Ek Tha Tiger’, ‘Tiger Zinda Hai’, “War’, ‘Pathaan’, and ‘Tiger 3’. Directed by
Ayan Mukerji, the film is slated for release on August 14, 2025, just in time for India’s

Independence Day celebrations.

Gulshan Devaiah Blames Janhvi
Kapoor’s 'Nasty' Trolling on 'Botched'
Reddit AMA: 'Nobody Deserves..."

3 e\

ctor Gulshan Devaiah recently shared his

thoughts on nepotism in the film industry,

talking about the curiosity that audiences
have about star kids. During a chat with Galatta,
he also said that he has no idea why his Ulajh co-
star Janhvi Kapoor gets trolled on social media.
Gulshan suggested that this backlash might stem
from a “botched” Ask Me Anything (AMA)
session on Reddit, which did not go as planned.
Despite this, he said he is perplexed by the level
of negativity directed toward her and said that
nobody deserves it. Talking about the privileges
star kids come with, Gulshan said, “Maybe they
have a few advantages but, in many cases, it
doesn’t work out as an advantage. Yeah, maybe
some of these people get more opportunities, but
they also fail. A lot of them fail because
audiences are excited by you in the beginning,
but then, 2-3 films down the line, we are not so
excited. There are so many of them who don’t
work anymore.”

When the host spoke about Janhvi Kapoor getting
trolled on Reddit, Gulshan dubbed it ‘nasty’. “I
have no idea why she gets like trolled so much. I
know that one botched AMA was there, but apart
from that [ feel that it’s a bit on the nasty side. |
don’t know if anybody deserves such nasty
trolling,” he said, adding that his AMA on
Reddit went very well.

Gulshan Devaiah’s statement on “not vibing’ with
Ulajh co-star Janhvi Kapoor had taken the
internet by a storm, not long back. In fact, in an
exclusive chat with NewsI8 Showsha, he had
said that he doesn’t want to put the blame on her
for the same. “I’'m not saying it’s my or Janhvi’s
fault. There are other ways of getting the job
done. I never felt a lack of connect with her while
doing a scene. Aisa kuch nahi tha ki mujhe uska
muh nahi dekhna tha (laughs)! But you can’t
expect a family-like situation on every set.” he
had told us.

Kangana Ranaut Says She
REJECTED Films with
Ranbir Kapoor, Akshay

Kumar: 'Didn't Want to Be...

angana Ranaut revealed she turned
down offers of films starring Ranbir
apoor and Akshay Kumar in the

lead. The actress, who has not worked with
several A-lister actors in Bollywood,
admitted it was a conscious decision to work
with the Khans, Kumar, and Kapoor. She
added that this was her way of setting an
example that actresses can make a mark in
Bollywood without doing films with Shah
Rukh Khan, Salman Khan, Aamir Khan,
Akshay Kumar, and Ranbir Kapoor.In a
recent podcast, Kangana opened up about
her film choices when she proudly revealed
she has not worked with the five A-listers.
She added that the films starring these stars
usually feature a template wherein women
are reduced to a few scenes and a couple of
songs, and she did not want to play such
parts.

“I refused Khan-led films. All Khans are very
nice to me, they are very kind to me, and they
have never misbehaved with me. Yes, there
are people who have misbehaved with me
but Khans were not one of them. But I said no
to their films because their films are
prototypes wherein the heroine will have
two scenes and one song. So | said [ don’t
want to do that. I want to be an example of a
woman who is an A-lister, the top-most actor
who has not worked with Khans,” Kangana
said in a podcast with Raj Shamani.“]
wanted to do my best for women who were
going to come after me and no Khans can
make you successful, no Khans can make
you successful, no Kumar can make you
successful, no Kapoor can make you
successful. I said no to Ranbir Kapoor’s
films, I said no to Akshay Kumar’s films. |
didn’t want to be the prototype that only a
hero can make a heroine successful. Aisa
nahi hai, you can be successful on your own
as well. T set that example,” the actress
added.She warned that at the beginning of
your career, do whatever good work that
comes your way.
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