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Realism, strategic interests should
dictate India-China ties

A realistic assessment of the current state of India-
China relations is necessary amid the apparent
orchestrated pleas urging India to ease travel and
import restrictions on Chinese personnel and
goods. Since its military adventure in Ladakh in
April 2020, Beijing has consistently sought
normalisation of relations, especially economic,
setting aside the situation on the border. Over the
past couple of months, various business sectors,
reinforced by arguments advanced by some
economists and media reports, have echoed
China’s demands.

There is a negligible prospect of an improvement in
India-China relations in the near future. The
absence of communication for over four years at
the highest level and China’s recent protest
against economic assistance to projects in
Arunachal Pradesh and other border regions -- on
the specious pretext that they are disputed -- are
brazen examples. On the contrary, they point to
China expanding the areas of pressure on India.

The bilateral relationship has been subjected to
considerable strain ever since Beijing decided
that it will attempt to forcibly take the territories it
claims and compel India to acquiesce to China
being the leading power in the region. China has
simultaneously redoubled efforts to establish
dominance over Asia. These developments have
coincided with the view in the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) leadership that India has
drawn uncomfortably close to the US.
Additionally, Beijing sees India as adopting a
tougher, unyielding stance, which includes
building defences along the border as well as
initiating steps to close off the burgeoning Indian
market to China. Beijing views these as
unwelcome steps, but considers that India does
notyet pose a serious challenge.

The situation on the border has also not changed;
60,000-70,000 troops remain deployed on the
front lines. The Chinese have built additional
accommodation to billet reinforcements and new
advanced weaponry and military units continue to
be inducted. Border defence infrastructure is
being built at a frenetic pace with plans to build 35
military or dual-use airports and major arterial
railways and roads along the border in Tibet.
Chinese President Xi Jinping’s attitude towards
India, signalled on the opening day of the 20th
Party Congress in October 2022, with the
screening of a video of'the fateful Galwan clash of
June 2020, has not altered.

In a cosmetic attempt to show that China wants to
improve ties but it’s India that is playing
spoilsport, Beijing claimed that it had sent
Ambassador Xu Feihong, who arrived in India
almost 20 months after his predecessor Sun
Weidong departed, to enhance communication
and improve bilateral ties. This has been echoed
by many Indian journalists, academics and others.
Since his arrival, Xu Feihong has virtually been
holding court, meeting Indian politicians, former
diplomats, businessmen and others. China is keen
on maintaining commercial and economic access
to India’s market but has no intention of taking
substantive steps to ease tensions on the border.
At the same time, it is determined to keep India
under protracted and sustained pressure.

There are other signs of China's attitude and
intentions. Xi has not initiated direct contact or
meeting with Prime Minister Modi since April
2020, or even observed basic diplomatic niceties
and congratulated him on his re-election. Chinese
Premier Li Qiang did send a routine message of
congratulations, but only after Modi’s swearing-
in. China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs explained
that it would have been ‘premature’ to convey
greetings prior to the swearing-in. There was,
however, no such hesitation in inviting
Indonesia’s President-elect on an official visit
prior to his swearing-in! Whether this presages an
effort to restrict China-India interaction at the
level of the Chinese Premier is to be seen.

Xi also skipped the G-20 Summit and Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) meetings. A
senior CCP cadre had divulged a couple of
months prior to the G20 Summit that Xi would not
attend the event and it would, therefore, be a
failure. However, Xi’s absence ensured there
would be no distractions, the G20 communique

THE recent series of policy reversals by the
Modi government signals more than just
missteps; it underscores the shifting sands
beneath the once seemingly invincible
throne of the BJP-led administration. In the
past two weeks, the government has been
compelled to withdraw the contentious Waqf | =
Bill, refer the Broadcast Bill to a
parliamentary panel for review, and most
notably, backtrack on its lateral entry policy
— moves that reflect a growing realisation
that its governance is now bound by the
constraints of coalition politics.

The first reversal came with the withdrawal of
the Waqf Bill, which had sparked concern
among minority communities and
Opposition parties. Perceived as an attempt
to centralise control over Waqf properties, it

Women’s safety at workplace ignored for too long

We need to broaden our vision and take the debate on education beyond what is deleted from or added to NCERT texthooks.

INDIA reports 86 cases of sexual

assault on women every day,
according to government data. |
The actual figure could be much
higher. And no one would dispute
that sexual assault is an everyday
occurrence in the country. The
Kolkata rape-murder has
triggered nationwide protests.
PM Narendra Modi has appealed |
to the head of Bangladesh’s
interim government to ensure the
safety of minorities there, but he
is yet to make a direct comment
on the Kolkata horror, despite
doctors staying away from work
and threatening to suspend
emergency services and 71
Padma awardee doctors writing
to him to seek his intervention. In
his Independence Day speech, he
had stressed the need to end
atrocities against women in
general. Women make up around
30 per cent of the doctors and 80
per cent of the nursing staff in
India. Though the Indian Medical
Association has called for
hospitals to be declared safe zones with security
measures akin to those at airports and courts, such steps
may not be enough. After all, women are abused
everywhere, from sports coaching centres to public
transport and even in their own homes and at police
stations.‘Reclaim the Night’ had a spontaneous and
emotive appeal. Kolkata had not experienced a telling
moment like this in a long time. But going by the NCRB
data, 85 other cases may have happened that day, August
9. The last few days alone have witnessed a series of
crimes against women across the country. A nurse was
allegedly raped and killed while returning home from
work in Uttarakhand; her body was recovered last week.
A teenage girl was allegedly gangraped and murdered in
Bihar. Her mutilated body was found near a pond at a
village in Muzaffarpur district. A 16-year-old girl was
reportedly gangraped inside a bus in Dehradun. And a
female doctor was assaulted at Mumbai’s Sion Hospital
by an inebriated patient and his relatives.

We as a nation express selective rage and then quickly

move on. We light candles on certain anniversaries and
forget the rest. It is true that we cannot rise in protest 86
times a day. But certain tragic incidents become the
tipping point. And the people in power, who are
undeniably responsible for such crimes, have perfected
the art of deflection. Ironically, West Bengal CM Mamata

Banerjee, who holds the Home and Health portfolios, has
called for swift justice in the Kolkata case.

West Bengal has long perpetuated a culture of political

mafia to terrorise the public. On the night of August 14, a
mob stormed the hospital in Kolkata where the murder
was committed, vandalising property and assaulting
doctors and staff members. Many of the vandals arrested
are said to be members and volunteers of the ruling party
in the state.Besides, we have seen men convicted of
gangraping a pregnant woman, Bilkis Bano, and
murdering her family members during the 2002 Gujarat
riots walk out of jail on remission granted by the Gujarat
Government and be greeted with garlands. The Supreme
Court had to step in and restore the life sentences for
them.

Wrestler Vinesh Phogat recently received a rousing

welcome upon her return from Paris not only because of
her performance on the mat (though she could not secure
an Olympic medal) but also because of the larger battle
waged by her and other ace wrestlers against sexual
harassment by former Wrestling Federation of India
(WFI) chief and six-time BJP MP Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh. In an expected development, despite international
scrutiny, Brij Bhushan’s proxy had won the WFI
elections last year. And he continues to call the shots.

Safety at the workplace or a public place is not something

that India has ever taken seriously. Every safety

Policy missteps

Modi must practice consultative governance

Broadcast Bill, which aimed to regulate digital content

el pueTi

mechanism here is broken. Some

studies indicate that a mere 20 per

cent of India’s 46.5 crore-strong
workforce is covered under the health

_ and safety network. A study
“ conducted by the British Safety

it Council says that 80 per cent of
India’s workforce is exposed to an
unsafe work environment. According
to a study by the International Labour
Organisation, only 21 per cent of the
factories in India have separate toilets
for men and women. Facilities for
menstrual hygiene are woefully
inadequate. And the lack of
arrangements for proper sanitation
prevents women from fully
participating in the workforce. While
the employability of women stands at
51 per cent, their workforce
participation is just 36 per cent.

India ranked 129th out of 146 countries
in the Global Gender Gap Report
2024. The country has been placed at
the 142nd position in terms of
economic participation and
opportunities for women.Employers

are usually indifferent to the livig conditions of

employees. And there are no policies in government or
corporate sectors that measure employee satisfaction on
their work and living conditions.

Rape has been an established weapon of patriarchal state

violence in conflict zones in India and other countries. It
has been 20 years since the gangrape and murder of
Thangjam Manorama in Manipur by soldiers of the
Assam Rifles. The incident had triggered mass protests.
Twelve women had disrobed in front of the Assam Rifles
headquarters in Imphal, forcing then PM Manmohan
Singh to rush to the state and call for humane laws to
replace the draconian Armed Forces Special Powers Act
(AFSPA), which grants sweeping immunity to security
forces. But not one person has been convicted so far. And
the AFSPA remains in force. Three Kuki women were
allegedly paraded naked and sexually assaulted by a
Meitei mob last year. The matter is still being
investigated. The survivors had sought police help, but
they were left to face the mob.

In Mahasweta Devi’s Draupadi, the protagonist refuses to

put on her clothes after she is taken into custody and then
raped by soldiers. “What’s the use of clothes? You can
strip me, but how can you clothe me again? Are you a
man?” she says. From Hathras to Kolkata, the autonomy
and independent agency of women are being stripped at

every stage.

and the media, the government chose a more
cautious approach, opting for a review rather than
a direct push. The most telling U-turn is on the
lateral entry policy, designed to bring private
sector experts into top government positions.
Initially hailed as a move to infuse fresh talent into
the bureaucracy, it faced a backlash over concerns
of cronyism and a lack of transparency. Faced with
mounting criticism and pressure from within its
ranks, the government has now quietly shelved the
plan.

~ This new reality calls for a more consultative
approach to governance. The Modi-led
government must shed its hubris and engage in
genuine dialogue with all stakeholders before
pushing through policies that have far-reaching
consequences. The government’s strength should
lie not in imposing its will but in navigating the

faced strong resistance, leading the Centre to pull it back
to avoid further alienating its allies. Soon after, the

complexities of coalition politics with wisdom and
humility.

was unanimously approved, and, importantly,
India brought the Global South within the G20
fold.

and media, was criticised for its potential to curb press
freedom. Sensing the growing unease among its partners

The budget & jobs: Prescriptions without diagnosis

Unemployment in India is more structural than seasonal. The budget talks big on jobs and women’s empowerment, but its schemes fail to make much economic sense.

The Union budget for 2024-25 has a grand target to  same economic and demographic conditions before Training Institutes with the support of industry and

provide employment to 4.1 crore young people in 5
years, which works out to 8.2 million a year. It is
undoubtedly a major move for a country whose
working group of those aged 20-59 will reach its peak
in 2041. But the budget’s employment prescriptions
lack a clear diagnostic basis.

The Economic Survey 2024 does not reflect the nature
and magnitude of the problem of unemployment
(Chapter 8). For example, it speaks of an “improved”
situation “with the unemployment declining to 3.2
percent in 2022-23”, “rising youth and female
participation in the workforce”, and a “bounce-back of
the organised manufacturing sector”.

On the other hand, the Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy reports an unemployment rate of 8 percent in
2023-24 for those aged above 15, up from 7.5-7.7
percent in the preceding two years. Not only that, the
employment rate—proportion of those employed in
the working-age population—edged down from 38
percent in May 2024 to 37.6 percent in June 2024.
ILO’s Employment Report 2024 also corroborates the
poor employment conditions. The Survey’s optimism
seems misplaced, especially given the emerging
reality.India’s unemployment situation is more
structural than seasonal and short-term. Nearly 90
percent of the workforce is informally employed,
mostly self-employed, casual labour or gig workers.
That most of them live on subsistence earnings cannot
be ignored without considering minimum wage
legislation, social security issues and other livelihood
questions. The ILO report points out that the slow
transition to non-farm employment has been reversed
after the pandemic. It is difficult for an economy where
manufacturing employment has been stagnant around
12-14 percent to absorb surplus labour from the
agricultural sector. China, which shared almost the

the 1950s, achieved a significant structural
transformation through manufacturing.

Let’s look at women’s employment and
empowerment because the two are separately
addressed in the budget—allocating Rs 3 trillion,
but without a clear strategy. Although ‘women’s
participation’ appears in the budget speech
immediately after the paras announcing three
schemes of the prime minister, it is not part ofit. The
budget forgets that the number of women not in
employment, education or training is five times
larger than their male counterparts, and in 2022
constituted around 95 percent of the total youth
population in this category.

Not only that, the latest Periodic Labour Force Survey’s
estimate of workforce participation for men and
women shows a glaring difference—68.4 percent for
men as against 16 percent for women in 2017-18, but
71.5 percent for men and 24 percent for women in
2022-23, as K P Kannan showed in a 2024 paper.
There is not much to report. Again, according to the
National Family Health Survey 2005-06, married
women employed in the previous 12 months was 42.8
percent against 98.8 percent for men, but in NFHS
2019-21, it fell to 31.9 percent for women and 97.5
percent for men.

Instructively, based on the World Bank Enterprise
Surveys 2014 and 2022, Rozi Kumari and Rupayan
Pal concluded in a 2024 paper that women’s
ownership and participation in the top management of
registered private firms drastically decreased from “a
low to a meagre level” despite high economic growth
and the launch of several programmes to promote
women’s entreprencurship. The budget is not
sensitive to these issues.Another critical area is
educated unemployment. The AISHE portal shows

the number of graduates and certificate holders in
2021-22 as 10.27 million (51.24 percent females), of
whom around 8.5 million are under-graduates and
post-graduates. Are they an employable resource?

So, this budget has no employment policy that squarely
addresses the gender issue, educational policy and a
long-term strategy for structural transformation.

Turning to the prescriptions, the budget offers five
schemes to expand employment and skilling. It is by
requiring the employer to register with the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation that employees are
drawn into the formal sector. The schemes seek to
incentivise the private sector by reducing the labour
cost through wage subsidies.

The first three schemes are employment-linked

incentives. Briefly, Scheme A is a direct wage subsidy
of Rs 15,000 per month to cover 2.1 crore first-time
employees; B, a wage subsidy to both the employer
and employee to benefit first-time employees broadly
to promote manufacturing; and C, support to
employers with EPFO contribution for 2 years up to Rs
3,000 a month. The other two initiatives are for youth
skill development, one to upgrade 1,000 Industrial

states, and the other a grand internship project for
youth in 500 top companies at an average of 4,000
interns per company per year, to be paid a monthly
allowance of Rs 5,000 for 12 months. The
companies have to bear a part of the training cost
and monthly allowances from their CSR funds. The
remedies are more easily announced than
implemented. The private sector is the key driving
force for employment in India. It can be stimulated
only through aggregate demand via consumption,
investment and exports. In a growing unequal
economy—the nine-point priorities of the budget
ignore it—the disposable income of the poor,
whose marginal propensity to consume is high, can
be increased only through employment or other
exchange entitlements.

What is the budget’s response? The reduction in
MGNREA allocation benefitting the poor from Rs
90,806 crore in 2022-23 to Rs 86,000 crore in 2024-25
is untenable. Not much consumer demand can be
promoted by increasing the income of the middle class
by Rs 17,500 through changes in tax slabs, or Rs
10,000 by raising the standard deduction.

It is difficult to envisage that the entrepreneurial
ecosystem would be improved by abolishing the
‘angel tax’ along with the Black Money Abolition Act
2015, giving immunity from benami transactions by
abolishing the Benami Transactions Act, 1988 and the
likes. So whom does the budget help? Annexure 7
shows a total foregone revenue of Rs 1.09 trillion. It is
now well documented that tax cuts cannot promote
growth and employment as Thomas Piketty in 2020,
and Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo showed in
2019. So it’s well worth arguing that the budget
prescriptions need a radical relook to serve the Indian
economy in a useful way.
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Stock Market Updates:

Sensex Gains 200 Points,
Nifty Above 24,800; Zomato,

Paytm Rise Up To 3%

New Delhi. Benchmark indices BSE Sensex and Nifty
50 opened on a positive note on Thursday, following
indications of at least one rate cut during this year by the
US Federal Reserve, according to the central bank’s
latest minutes released on Wednesday.At opening bell,
the 30-stock BSE Sensex was up 191.35 points, or 0.24
per cent, to 81,096.65, while the Nifty 50 had climbed
62.25 points, or 0.25 per cent, to 24,832.45.0vernight,
the US market closed up following the release of the
minutes of the latest US Federal Relserve meeting held
on July 30 and 31.The Dow Jones Industrial Average
rose 0.14 per cent, to 40,890.49, the S&P 500 gained
0.42 per cent, to 5,620.85 and the Nasdaq Composite,
opens new tab added 0.57 per cent, to 17,918.99.Asian
stocks edged higher ahead of key events from the
Federal Reserve and the Bank of Japan that will help
define the global rates trajectory. The MSCI Asia Pacific
Index climbed 0.2% as benchmarks in Japan, Australia
and South Korea rose. That came after the S&P 500 and
Nasdaq 100 indexes advanced on further signs the Fed
will cut interest rates.

Income Tax Act Review To
Wrap Up In 6 Months, Says
CBDT Chairman

New Delhi. CBDT Chairman Ravi Agrawal stated on
Wednesday that the review of the Income Tax Act of
1961 is set to be completed within the designated six-
month timeframe.

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, in her
Budget speech last month, announced that the direct tax
law of the country would be reviewed to make it simple,
and the job would be completed in six months.“We have
an important task on hand, and that is the
comprehensive review of the Income Tax Act, 1961.
The purpose is to make the Act concise, lucid, and easy
to read and understand. This exercise is aimed to reduce
litigation and provide tax certainty to taxpayers,”
Agrawal said during an event held here to mark the
165th Year of Income Tax in India.

The work, though challenging, was transformative, and
“we have taken the assignment in a mission mode”, the
Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) chief said.He
assured that the task would be completed in the given
timeframe.

What Is the Income Tax Act of 1961?

The Income Tax Act of 1961 is the cornerstone of India’s
taxation system. It outlines the rules, regulations, and
procedures governing the levy, administration,
collection, and recovery of income tax in the country.
The Act provides a comprehensive framework for
taxation, covering various aspects such as:

Why the Income Tax Act Is Being Reviewed?

The Income Tax Act has undergone several amendments
over the years to keep pace with changes in the
economy, technology, and social conditions. These
amendments have introduced new provisions, revised
existing ones, and simplified the tax administration
process.

Interarch Building Products
IPO allotment: Step-by-step
guide to check status

New Delhi. The initial public offering (IPO) of Interarch
Building Products Limited saw great interest from
investors as it was subscribed over 90 times.Interarch
Building Products IPO had a price band of Rs 850-900
per share. It opened for subscription on August 19, 2024
and closed for bidding on August 21, 2024.

The IPO of Interarch Building Products was
oversubscribed by 93.79 times by August 21, 2024. The
IPO offered 4,653,341 shares but received bidding for
43,87,55,568 shares.The retail portion of the public
issue saw a subscription of 19.46 times, while the QIB
category was subscribed 197.29 times, and the NII
category recorded a subscription of 130.91 times.

Investors who have bid for Interarch Building Products
Limited IPO can check their allotment status online.
They can log in to either the BSE website or the website
of Link Intime India Private Ltd, the registrar for the
issue.

Gold, silver price : Precious
metals witness dip on MCX

"

New Delhi. Both gold and silver prices recorded a dip on
the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) on Thursday,
August 22, 2024.Gold futures, maturing on October 4,
2024, stood at Rs 71,797 per 10 grams on the MCX,
after recording a dip of Rs 33 or 0.05 per cent. The
previous close was recorded at Rs 71,830.Similarly,
silver futures, maturing on September 5, 2024,
witnessed a dip of Rs 23 or 0.03 per cent and were
retailing at Rs 84,841 per kg on the MCX against the
previous close of Rs 84,863.

GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN MAJOR CITIES

The gold and silver prices in India depend on several
factors, including the value of the rupee against the
dollar. Global demand also plays a key role in
determining the trends observed in the rate of precious
metals.

Sebi Slaps Rs 11 Lakh Fine On IIFL
Securities For Flouting Stock Brokers Rules

Sebi slapped a fine of Rs 11

lakh on brokerage firm IIFL

Securities for flouting stock

broker rules and other

requlatory norms.

New Delhi.  Capital market regulator
Sebi on Wednesday slapped a fine of Rs
11 lakh on brokerage firm IIFL Securities
for flouting stock broker rules and other
regulatory norms.The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) inspected
IIFL Securities Ltd (IIFL) to look into
various compliance requirements
adhered by the brokerage firm.The
inspection was conducted for the period
beginning April to July 2022.

Thereafter, a show cause notice (SCN) was
issued to IIFL Securities on April 15,
2024 by the regulator.In its 35-page order,

Paytm Proposes Lower Remuneration for Board

Members; Caps Annual Compensati
ST 1

Paytm has proposed v
reduced remuneration for
hoard members, as part of
efforts towards responsible
financial discipline and
corporate governance

New Delhi Ahead of its annual general
meeting scheduled for next month,
Paytm has proposed reduced
remuneration for board members, as
part of efforts towards responsible
financial discipline and corporate

remuneration framework will be

IndiGo Shares Gain 4% After Jefferies, HSBC
Upgrade; Analysts See Up To 20% Upside

New Delhi. Shares of Interglobe
Aviation- the parent company
operating Indigo airlines surged 4 per
cent to Rs 4,459 on August 22 after
Jefferies and HSBC issued
bullish calls, citing strong
growth prospects across
multiple fronts.While Jefferies
upgraded its rating to ‘buy’ from
‘hold’, HSBC maintained its
‘buy’ rating on the country’s
largest airlines by market
share.Global brokerage
Jefferies has maintained its
bullish stance on the counter
and has double upgraded the
stock from ‘hold’ to ‘buy’. The
company raised the target to Rs
5,225 from the earlier pegged
target of Rs 4,400, implying an
upside of 22 per cent. The brokerage
held that the company has kept in the
last 12-18 months. Further, it
mentioned that there is a long runway
and IndiGo is consistently flying ahead
including new avenues.Jefferies
pointed out that though FY24 spreads
may not repeat, but should sustain at

Sebi observed that the noticee (ITFL
Securities) has admitted to the
allegations stated in the SCN in
respect of the monthly/ quarterly
settlement of client funds and
securities stating that there was
some technical error.*] find that the
circulars specifically mandate
brokers to settle accounts and issue
retention statements on a timely
basis. However, the noticee failed
to do so,” Sebi’s Adjudicating
Officer Barnali Mukherjee said in
the order. While the noticee has now
taken corrective action, it noted that
it failed to settle the funds and
securities on a monthly/ quarterly basis.

The regulator also alleged that the noticee
did not do periodic reconciliation of
client securities lying in DP accounts,
with back office holding and also
reported incorrect quantity in weekly
holding statement in one instance for
1,835 shares valued at Rs 11.69 lakh.

As per Sebi norms, stock reconciliation is a

subject to sharcholder approval. With
the revised remuneration structure, the
annual compensation of each non-
executive independent director will be
capped at Rs 48 lakh, with a fixed
component of Rs 20 lakh.

governance.The new proposed The variable component will be linked to

attendance at the meetings and

healthy levels. IndiGo remains in the
driver’s seat, with new avenues of
growth, it added. The company has also
performed well on the operational front

and has consistently surprised in past
12-18 months as it manecuvered
through cost/capacity headwinds. The
precarious industry capacity situation
has kept yields/spreads healthy, it
added.HSBC also maintained its ‘buy’
rating on the stock with a raised target
ofRs 5,165 per share, implying over 20

4

on at Rs 48 Lakh

company’s exchange filing, the new
remuneration structure is based on the
benchmarking done by the company,
keeping in mind good governance
practices and companies in similar
sectors or types of business with similar
market capitalisation.

per cent gains. The company’s business
class launch ends Vistara/Air India
monopoly, positioning its product
close to the premium economy at

included in the service. The first
business class flight will be between
Delhi
November.At about 9:30 am, shares of
the company were trading at Rs 4,454,
higher by 3.5 percent. The Interglobe
Aviation stock has rallied a massive 56
percent in the past month.

\

critical process for all brokers to ensure
that their physical inventory count
matches the recorded data in their systems
to make correct reporting to the
exchange.IIFL Securities admitted that it
was a one-off case and a very small
portion of the entire holding of shares
valued at Rs 120.73 crore. Therefore, the
noticee failed to reconcile 1,835 shares,
and hence the allegation of violation of

norms by the noticee stands
established, the order said.“I find
that the noticee has given an
ambiguous reply and not addressed
the issue raised in the SCN regarding
the passing of penalty on short
reporting of upfront margin.

“The noticee has not given any reason
why it had passed on a penalty to
clients on account of short reporting
of upfront margins amounting to Rs
24.22 lakh in the CM segment for 26
clients, Rs 56 lakh in Futures &
Options segment for 13 clients and
Rs 5.19 lakh in CD segment for 15
clients,” Mukherjee

said.Accordingly, IIFL Securities

contravened the provisions of brokers’
rules.

IIFL Securities was under a statutory

obligation to abide by and comply with
the provisions of the circulars/ directions
issued by Sebi and stock exchanges,
which it failed to do during the inspection
period, Sebi said.

LIC Unclaimed Amount: Here's
How To Check And Claim
Unclaimed Money With LIC

chairpersonship/membership New Delhi: Life Insurance Corporation of India

positions held in the various
committees of the board, to
ensure good governance.

The revised remuneration structure
will be effective from April 1,
2024.Previously, the annual
salaries of non-executive
independent directors of Paytm’s
board, including Ashit Ranjit
Lilani, was set at Rs 1.65 crore,
while that of Gopalasamudram
Srinivasaraghavan Sundararajan
was set at Rs 2.07
crore.According to the

Vistara. The measure may not
be margin accretive in the
near term, but it could reduce
leakage of corporate traffic &
strengthen positioning of the
company in the travel market.
On August 5, IndiGo
introduced “IndiGo Stretch,”
its new customized business
class product. This premium
offering will be available on
all 12 metro routes operating
from Delhi. As part of IndiGo
Stretch, each flight will
feature 12 business class
seats, with curated meals

and Mumbai in mid-

(LIC) scheme's easy installment option allows
for payments to be made with ease, thus
meaning long-term savings for lakhs of
policyholders. However many a time, account
holders are unable to deposit the premium due to
several reasons and do not even surrender the
policy. In such a situation, their money remains
with LIC. This money is deemed unclaimed ifno
claim is filed for a certain period. Apart from
this, unclaimed claims can include death claims,
maturity claims, survival benefits, or indemnity
claims.Similar to the banks, LIC has amount
worth crores that is listed as unclaimed. Should
you feel you also have some unclaimed money
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with LIC then you are free to claim it. LIC
provides the facility to policyholders and their
dependents to conveniently check online for any
form of unclaimed amount and claim the
amount.Any LIC policyholder or beneficiary
can check on the status of any amounts under
their policy that are unclaimed with the insurer
by going to the LIC official website. The
policyholder has to then click on the option
labeled 'Unclaimed Amounts of Policyholders'.
A window will open where they will be
prompted to enter details such as the policy
number, policyholder name, date of birth, and
PAN card number. After giving this information,
they will have to click the submit button. If the
policyholders have any money in LIC, it will be
visible.

How to claim the unclaimed LIC amount?

To claim any outstanding amount, you must get in
touch with the LIC office. You must apply for
this, together with the required documents and
KYC. Following submission, LIC will start the
process of paying the unpaid balance. In a few
days, your funds will be transferred to the bank
account linked to the insurance.

What do the rules state about unclaimed LIC
accounts?

IRDALI regulations provide that any money left
unclaimed for more than 10 years is transferred
to the Senior Citizen Welfare Fund, which is
used for the benefit of senior citizens.

Zomato to buy Paytm's entertainment
ticketing business for Rs 2,048 crore

The acquisition of Paytm Insider,
approved by Zomato's board,
will allow the food delivery
giant to foray into the
entertainment ticketing sector,
complementing its existing
dining and food delivery
services.

New Delhi. Zomato has taken a significant
step to broaden its business horizons by
acquiring Paytm Insider, the
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Agreement (SPSA) with OCL, Wasteland
Entertainment Private Limited (WEPL),

and Orbgen Technologies Private
Limited (OTPL) to seal the deal.

entertainment and events ticketing arm of The complex transaction involves OCL

One 97 Communications Limited (OCL),
for Rs 2048.4 crore. The acquisition,
approved by Zomato’s board, will allow
the food delivery giant to foray into the
entertainment ticketing sector,
complementing its existing dining and
food delivery services.

In a regulatory filing on Wednesday,
Zomato detailed its agreement to enter
into a Share Purchase and Subscription

transferring its movie, sports, and events
ticketing businesses to its subsidiaries
OTPL and WEPL through a slump sale.
OCL will then inject capital into these
subsidiaries via preferential allotment,
using the proceeds to cover the slump sale
payment. Simultaneously, Zomato will
purchase OCL’s entire stake in both
OTPL and WEPL, effectively making
them wholly owned Zomato

==

subsidiaries.The acquisition will be
wrapped up within 90 days of signing the
SPSA, with OTPL’s acquisition valued at
Rs 1,264.6 crore and WEPL’s at Rs 783.8
crore.By stepping into the entertainment
ticketing space, Zomato aims to further
diversify its portfolio. The company
emphasised that this move aligns with its
strategic focus on bolstering its “Going-
out” business, a key area of growth for the
platform.OTPL, which has been
operational since 2007, specializes in
movie ticket listings and recorded Rs
13.14 crore in turnover as of March 31,
2024. WEPL, which entered the market in

2015, focuses on event ticketing and
brought in Rs 236.03 crore over the
same period.Paytm, in a lighthearted
social media post, welcomed Zomato to
the entertainment sector.This
acquisition builds on earlier reports
from June when Zomato hinted at its
interest in acquiring Paytm’s movies and
events businesses. At the time, the
company noted that the move would
strengthen its “going-out” segment and
fall in line with its plan to concentrate on
its four core businesses.Zomato’s
expansion into the ticketing market
dovetails with the launch of ‘District,” a
new app focused on consolidating its
“going-out” offerings. Founder and CEO
Deepinder Goyal had remarked, “We
believe that there is an opportunity to
further expand our going-out offering,
building on top of our dining-out
business. Additional use cases for
customers in the going-out space include
— movies, sports ticketing, live
performances, shopping, staycations
etc.”This deal marks a bold new chapter
for Zomato, as it blends food and
entertainment into a unified experience,
strengthening its grip on India’s fast-
evolving consumer space.
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No brothel soil for Durga idols over Kolkata
rape-murder? Sex worker shares truth

The rape and murder of a trainee doctor at Kolkata's RG Kar Medical College and Hospital sparked protests. Social media, which witnessed the outrage, also saw fake news being
circulated. One of the claims was that sex workers from Sonagachl a red light dlstnct refused to glve soil for Durga idols as a form of protest. What's the truth?

New Delhi: The rape and murder of a trainee
doctor at Kolkata's RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital sent shockwaves
across the nation. The attempt to cover up
the crime and the insensitivity shown by
the Mamata Banerjee administration
pushed people to take to the streets. There
were protests and outrage on social media
too, which saw fake news being circulated
online. One of the claims was that sex
workers of Sonagachi, a red-light district,
had refused to give brothel soil for Durga
idols.Even as Kolkata and its outskirts are
reeling from the rape and murder of a
female medical worker at RG Kar Hospital.
Protests are ongoing in various districts.
Junior doctors in different government
hospitals have joined the protests,
demanding justice and safety. Public

matter.

Heavy rains likely in
Kerala, weather hody
issues orange alert

New Delhi:The India Meteorological Department on
Wednesday issued an orange alert for several districts,
as rain is likely to intensify in the next few days.The
weather body also advised the fishermen not to venture
into the sea, as squally weather with windspeed
reaching up to 55 kmph, is likely to prevail along and off
the coast of Kerala and Lakshadweep.

It also issued an alert for northeastern states, predicting
"very heavy" to "extremely heavy" rainfall for the next
two days in Assam, Meghalaya, and Tripura. In the
three states, the local authorities and people have also
been advised to stay updated with weather forecasts and
adhere to safety protocols.

In addition, parts of Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, and
Gujarat are at risk of "very heavy rainfall", the IMD
said.The weather agency also predicted heavy rainfall
in Madhya Pradesh on August 21 and between August
23 and August 26, in Maharashtra on August 21 and
from August 24 to 26, in Chhattisgarh until August 24,
in Goa until August 26, and in Gujarat on August 21, 25,
and 26.

Chief Justice Gets - And Gives -
Pronunciation Lesson In Kolkata

Case

New Delhi: Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud today
corrected himself on the pronunciation of RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital and said he had been
pronouncing "Kar" as "Kaar" and Supreme Court judge,
Justice Hrishikesh Roy, had pointed out the error to
him.he Supreme Court was hearing petitions related to
the horrifying rape and murder of a 31-year-old doctor
at the Kolkata hospital. When an advocate mentioned
that she was representing junior doctors working at the
state-run hospital, the Chief Justice replied, "By the
way, Justice Hrishikesh Roy pointed out to me that you
kept on saying 'Kaar', 'Kaar', it's 'Kar". I apologise."The
RG Kar Medical College was established in 1886 as the
Calcutta School of Medicine by Indian physician Radha
Gobinda Kar. At that point, it did not have an associated
hospital or a campus of its own. In 1902, the college got
abuilding of its own. It was renamed Belgachia Medical
College in 1916. Two years later, it was renamed
Carmichael Medical College in the honour of Bengal's

After
Independence, the college was named after its founder
Dr Radha Gobinda Kar. Subsequently, the West Bengal
government took over the management of the hospital.

The state-run hospital in North Kolkata has made
headlines after a 31-year-old postgraduate trainee
doctor on duty was found dead in the hospital's seminar
hall on the morning of August 9. Medical examination
confirmed sexual assault.The chilling incident has
sparked nationwide protests calling for swift justice.
Doctors across the country have taken to the streets,
demanding safe working conditions. The doctors'
protest has paralysed healthcare services across the
country.

The Supreme Court has set up a National Task Force to
recommend steps to improve the working conditions for
healthcare professionals. During the hearing today, an
advocate representing a group of doctors said the
medicos sometimes have to work for as much as 36
hours. To this, the Chief Justice replied, "Please assure
the doctors that we know they are working for 36 hours.
I have personally slept on the floor of a public hospital
when one my family member was not well."

Governor Thomas Gibson-Carmichael.

outrage is intense, with even expatriates
joining in the condemnation.Thousands
are shouting, "We want justice".
Supreme Court has asked the CBI to
submit a status report on the investigation
by the upcoming Thursday. Chief Justice [F
of India DY Chandrachud has strongly
criticised the state government's role in the -

Social media is helping people vent their
anger. Several popular influencers have
taken a stand seeking fair probe and justice.
This, even as fake news started circulating
on social media. Kolkata Police has been
warning against fake news and acting
against
misinformation circulating on social
media, there is a message claiming that as a
form of protest against this heinous rape-

The . i

its spread.Among the

'Not Correct...

murder of the trainee doctor at RG Kar, sex
workers of Sonagachi, a red-light district
on Kolkata's outskirts, won't provide soil
for Durga Puja this year.Aaj Tak Bangla of Among all festivals, it is Durga Puja that is

the India Today Group spoke to a sex
worker from Sonagachi to verify the ews.
"This is not a recent issue. For many years,
the soil has not been provided. We still do
not have acceptance of sex work as

Government On Reports

profession in society. We have long been

seeking recognition for sex work,"

female sex worker from Bengal's
Sonagachi said, revealing that the issue
wasn't related."Sex workers and every
woman in this profession endure a lot of
humiliation. We face continuous
exploitation. It's not just the four days [of
Durga Puja] of the year, we need respect
every day of the year. When we achieve
our rights and are respected, we will

provide the soil," she said.

READ THE STORY INBANGLAHERE

celebrated with the most enthusiasm and
gaiety in West Bengal.t is said that soil
from outside a brothel is needed for the idol

of Goddess Durga.

"But if someone takes the soil from our area

India Dam Caused Bangladesh Floods

New Delhi: Flooding in the eastern
districts of Bangladesh - which is
facing political turmoil after violent
protests forced Sheikh Hasina to
resign as Prime Minister and flee to

India - were not caused by the opening

of a dam on the Gumti River in
Tripura, the government clarified
Thursday.

The External Affairs Ministry
acknowledged "the catchment
areas of Gumti River that flows
through India and Bangladesh
witnessed heaviest rains of this
year over the last few days", but
said the floods in Bangladesh
were mainly due to waters from
downstream catchments
areas."The Dumbur dam is
located quite far from the border -
over 120 km upstream of Bangladesh.
It is a low height (about 30m) dam that
generates power that feeds into a grid
and from which Bangladesh also
draws 40MW power from Tripura,"
the ministry said.

"Heavy rainfall has been continuing

since August 21 in the whole of
Tripura and adjoining districts of

displaced so far due to the floods in the
northeastern state.

Bangladesh. Data showing rising Officials said on Wednesday that at least
trend has been supplied to Bangladesh
till 1500 on August 21. At 1800, due to

flooding, there was power outage

leading to problems
communication... we tried to maintain
communication through other
means..."Heavy rains in the region
have also led to floods on the Indian
side of the border - in Tripura.More
than 34,000 people have been

nine people, including three members
of a family, were killed and two others
were injured in separate
incidents of landslides and
drowning following incessant
rain. Officials also said most of
the state's prominent rivers
were flowing above critical
levels while the main river -
Gumti - had crossed the
'extreme danger level'.The
weather departmen on
Tuesday said the heavy rains
were the result of a low-
pressure area persisting over
central parts of Bangladesh
and the neighbouring region.

l

,.3

of Over in Bangladesh, multiple deaths

have been reported due to the floods,
which have affected eight districts -
Sunamganj, Maulvibazar, Habiganj,
Feni, Chittagong, Noakhali, Comilla,
and Khagrachari - according to local
media reports.

Assam To Introduce Compulsory Muslim
Marriage, Divorce Registration Bill

New Delhi: In a significant move,
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma announced that his government
will introduce a bill for the
compulsory government registration
of Muslim marriages and divorces in
the upcoming Autumn assembly
session.The bill, known as the Assam
Compulsory Registration of Marriage
And Divorce Bill, aims to address and
prevent child marriages in the
state.Speaking to the media ahead of
the monsoon session, Mr Sarma stated
that the new legislation will prohibit
the registration of marriages involving
individuals under the age of 18.

This step is part of a broader effort to
safeguard minors and ensure that all

marriages comply with legal
standards.On Wednesday, the Assam
Cabinet approved the Muslim
Marriage Registration Bill 2024,
which stipulates that marriage
registrations will be handled by
government authorities rather than
Qazis.Once enacted, the new law will
make the registration of child
marriages illegal.In addition to the
marriage registration bill, Mr Sarma
revealed that the state government will
introduce a new law criminalising
"Love Jihad", with provisions for life
imprisonment for those found guilty.
He also mentioned plans to propose a
bill to prevent inter-religious land
transfers.The Assam government has

previously decided to repeal the
Assam Muslim Marriages and
Divorce Registration Act and Rules
1935 through the Assam Repealing
Bill 2024. This repeal, along with the
proposed new legislation, will be
tabled in the next monsoon session of
the state assembly.Additionally, the
State Cabinet has directed the
preparation of suitable legislation for
the registration of Muslim marriages
in Assam, to be considered in the
upcoming session.Earlier, the Assam
government had considered
introducing legislation on the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) following the Lok
Sabha elections. Mr Sarma has also
pledged that child.

without asking us, there is nothing we can

a do. Until now, we have voluntarily
provided the soil," the sex worker from
Sonagachi said."Nowadays, the taking of
soil from a brothel has become a
commercial transaction. I hear that it is
available in the market as well. I can't say
whether it's real or fake. Whether the soil is
taken from the brothel or elsewhere for
business, it's hard to determine," she added.

Like most sections of society, sex workers
too participated in the protests over the
trainee doctor's rape-murder at RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital, one of the
busiest public hospitals in Kolkata."On
August 14, we also participated in the
protests. However, every day on social
media, we see reports of rape and atrocities
against women," said the sex worker.

Will Discuss Strategic
Interests": Rajnath Singh
Ahead Of US Visit

New Delhi: Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

has said that he will be visiting Washington and
looks forward to meeting his US counterpart Lloyd
Austin. Mr Singh said that he will discuss areas of
strategic interests and seek to strengthen defence
cooperation between India and US.Taking to X,
Rajnath Singh stated, "Leaving for Washington.
India and the United States share a Comprehensive
Global Strategic Partnership. Looking forward to
meet my friend @SecDef Austin. Will discuss
areas of strategic interests, while seeking to
strengthen defence cooperation.”

During his visit, Rajnath Singh will meet the US

Assistant to the President for National Security
Affairs Jake Sullivan.In a press release, the
Ministry of Defence stated, "Raksha Mantri Shri
Rajnath Singh will be undertaking an official visit
to the US from August 23 to 26, 2024, on the
invitation of the US Secretary of Defence Lloyd
Austin."The visit comes as there is a growing
momentum in India-US relations and defence
engagements at multiple levels.

"The visit is expected to further deepen and broaden
the India-US Comprehensive Global Strategic
Partnership," the release read."Rajnath Singh will
also chair a high-level roundtable meeting with the
US defence industry on the ongoing and future
defence collaborations. He will also interact with
the Indian community during the wvisit," it
added.Earlier on August 17, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar met US Deputy Secretary of
State for Management and Resources Richard
Verma in Delhi and spoke about the continuing
momentum in the bilateral ties between the two
countries.Mr Jaishankar and Richard Verma also
exchanged views on regional and global issues.
Richard Verma served as the 25th United States
Ambassador to India. He was nominated by
President Obama in September 2014.In a post on
X, S Jaishankar said, "Pleased to meet
@DepSecStateMR Richard Verma today in Delhi.
Spoke about the continuing momentum in our
bilateral ties. And exchanged views on certain
regional and global issues."On July 29, Mr
Jaishankar met US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken in Tokyo at the Quad Foreign Ministers
meeting and stated that they had a wide-ranging
discussion on regional and global issues.Taking to
X, S Jaishankar said, "Great to catch up with
@SecBlinken in Tokyo today. Our bilateral agenda
progresses steadily. Also had a wide-ranging
discussion on regional and global issues.

Plans On To Tackle "Dangerous"
Glacial Lakes In Himalayas

NDTV hﬁs learnt?ﬂét

part of Himalayas, NDMA has finalised a
list of 189 lakes where the risk factor

the inhospitable terrain and weather
conditions at heights of 4,500 m and

of the nearly 7,500
glacial lakes in the
Indian part of
Himalayas, NDMA has
finalised a list of 189
lakes where the risk
factor needs to be
lowered.

New Delhi: The expanding glacial lakes in
the Himalayas are a matter of serious
concern and the National Disaster
Management Authority or NDMA has
finalised a list of 189 "potentially
dangerous" lakes. NDTV has learnt that of
the nearly 7,500 glacial lakes in the Indian

needs to be lowered.Rising global
temperatures lead to faster melting of ice
in these lakes and pose a risk of flooding -

a situation known as Glacial Lake
Outburst Flood or GLOF.This is the
kind of flood that had devastated the
Kedarnath valley in 2013 and parts of
Chamoli in 2021, sources said. In

October last year, the South Lhonak |

Lake in North Sikkim breached, causing
a Glacial Lake Outburst Flood.The
Teesta I1I dam, the biggest hydropower
project in Sikkim was decimated by a
GLOF, which also unleashed
devastation on downstream areas and
communities. Now, "all central and state

agencies are working closely and have

measures to mitigate the effects of Glacial
Lake Outburst Flood.

above, there is only a June to September The measures being considered include

window to approach these formidable
lakes. Several visits will be needed to

implement lake-lowering measures, some
of which could require civil engineering,"

early warning systems, automatic weather
stations, and others, the sources
said."These composite expeditions are
assessing structural stability and
potential breach points of glacial lakes,
gathering relevant hydrological and
geological samples and data, measuring
water quality and flow rates, identifying
risk zones and making downstream
communities aware," said another
official, explaining the work being done
by NDMA.The National Glacial
Outbhrst Flood Risk Mitigation
Programme (NGRMP ) was approved
by the government on July 25.The
Home ministry has allocated Rs150 crore

already completed expeditions to 15 of
these high-risk lakes -- six in Sikkim, six
in Ladakh, one in Himachal Pradesh and
a senior
NDTV.Another seven
expeditions are underway, he said."Given

two in Jammu and Kashmir,"
official told

he said. One such expedition is going on in
Arunachal Pradesh, where teams are
assessing threats from six high-risk
glacial lakes.Considering the risk of these
glacial lakes, the NDMA has suggested
that there is an immediate need to take up

to support the efforts of state governments
of Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh in this
matter.There is a separate programme
envisaged on the same lines for Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh.
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Oprah Wlnfrey urges
Americans to 'choose
common sense over
nonsense' in DNC speech,
taking subtle jabs at
Trump and Vance: Key
points

World. Oprah Winfrey delivered a powerful
call for unity at the Democratic National
Convention on Wednesday night, subtly
targeting former President Donald Trump
and his running mate, Ohio Senator JD
Vance. Her speech emphasized the need for
national togetherness amid growing
political divisions.

Key takeaways from Winfrey's speech at
DNC-

Unity vs division

"There are people who want you to see our
country as a nation of 'us against them' —
people who want to scare you, who want to
rule you," Winfrey said. "People who'd have
you believe that books are dangerous and
assault rifles are safe, that there's a right way
to worship and a wrong way to love. People
who seek first to divide and then to conquer.
But here's the thing — when we stand
together, it is impossible to conquer
us."Endorsement of Harris and Walz

Winfrey urged independents and undecided
voters to support Vice President Kamala
Harris and Minnesota Governor Tim Walz.
"Common sense tells you that Kamala
Harris and Tim Walz can give us decency
and respect. They're the ones that give it to
us," she said."Let us choose loyalty to the
Constitution over loyalty to any individual,
because that's the best of America. And let us
choose optimism over cynicism, because
that's the best of America. And let us choose
inclusion over retribution. Let us choose
common sense over nonsense, because
that's the best of America. And let us choose
the sweet promise of tomorrow over the
bitter return to yesterday. But more than
anything else, let us choose freedom. Why?
Because that's the best of America."A call
for compassion

Winfrey extended her message of unity with a
poignant metaphor: “When a house is on fire,
we don't ask about the homeowner's race or
religion, we don't wonder who their partner
is or how they voted. No. We just try to do
the best we can to save them.” She added
with a reference to comments made by
Vance in 2021, “And if the place happens to
belong to a childless cat lady, well, we try to
get that cat out too.”

Jujitsu and motorbikes:
Ukrainian spirit remains
strong despite the war

KYIV. It’s a balmy summer afternoon as we
drive up to a workshop fronted by an array of
fancy motorbikes. As we step in, we are
transported to the world of Ukrainian
motorbike clubs —smell of grease and metal,
scattered tools on workbenches, cigarettes
and grim-reaper artworks on the wall. At the
far end stands a tall man in a grey t-shirt with
golden-brown locks and features of a
supermodel. You would be forgiven to
overlook his jetblack prosthetic leg.

Artyom Kuzmich went viral last month when
he stood out among the chaotic scenes at the
Okhmatdyt children’s hospital in Kyiv after it
was hit by a Russian missile. “I gota call from
my friend that the hospital had been hit. I
immediately He went on to learn Brazilian
jujitsu and became a national champion in his
category. “Brazilian jujitsu is very adaptive
for anyone with injuries or amputations. I
went to Brazil to learn para-jujitsu and won
competitions there. After I returned to
Ukraine, and following the beginning of the
fullscale war, I started my own para-jujitsu
school here.” His outlook on the war is one of
matter of fact.

Tim Walz formally
accepts Democratic
nomination for vice
president

World. Minnesota governor Tim Walz
formally accepted his party's nomination for
vice president on Wednesday evening at the
Democratic National Convention and
expressed gratitude to the packed arena for
“bringing the joy” to the election."We're all
here tonight for one beautiful, simple, reason:
We love this country," said Walz. The
democratic VP pick also shared stories about
his upbringing in Nebraska and his
experiences as a teacher and football coach in
Minnesota, thanking the audience for their
passion and dedication to the
campaign."While other states were banning
books from their schools, we were banishing
hunger from ours," said Walz highlighting the
progressive policies of his home state.He also
took a subtle jab at his Republican
counterpart, JD Vance, by mentioning the
small size of his high school class and the fact
that none of his classmates attended Yale.The
Minnesota governor was introduced as as
"Coach Walz" by Benjamin C Ingman, a
former student of Walz from high school. At
Ingman's request, several of Walz's past
players, sporting their red and white jerseys,
joined him on stage for the introduction. Walz,

a relatively unknown figure until his
selection as Harris' running mate, has won
over supporters with his background and
helped to balance Harris' coastal roots by
representing Midwestern states crucial to the
election.
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5 bodies found from wreckage of superyacht
carrying British tycoon Mike Lynch

Porticello, Sicily Divers searching the wreck
of a superyacht that sank off Sicily found the
bodies of five passengers Wednesday,
leaving one still missing as questions
intensified about why the vessel sank so
quickly when a nearby sailboat remained
largely unscathed.

Rescue crews brought four body bags ashore
at Porticello. Salvatore Cocina, head of the
Sicily civil protection agency, said a fifth
body had been located. Divers on-scene said
they would try to recover it on Thursday
while continuing the search for the sixth.

The discovery made clear the operation to
search the hull on the seabed 50 meters (164
feet) underwater had quickly turned into a
recovery one, not a rescue, given the amount
of time that had passed and with no signs of
life over three days of searching.The
Bayesian, a 56-metre (184-foot) British-
flagged yacht, went down in a storm early
Monday as it was moored about a kilometre
offshore. Civil protection officials said they
believed the ship was struck by a tornado
over the water, known as a waterspout.

Biden speaks with Netanyahu on Gaza
ceasefire negotiations, hostages deal

land corridor between Egypt and Gaza, a
US official said before the call.
Biden is on a family vacation in the Santa

Washington US President Joe Biden spoke
by phone with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on Wednesday
about ways to advance a potential Gaza
ceasefire and hostages deal, the White
House said.

The call followed US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken's whirlwind trip to the
Middle East that ended on Tuesday
without an agreement between Israel and
Hamas militants on a truce in the
Palestinian enclave.Blinken and
mediators from Egypt and Qatar have
pinned their hopes on a US "bridging
proposal" aimed at narrowing the gaps
between the two sides in the 10-month-old
Gaza war."President Biden spoke with
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of
Israel to discuss the ceasefire and hostage
release deal and diplomatic efforts to de-
escalate regional tensions,” a White
House statement said.Vice President

Fifteen people escaped in a lifeboat and were
rescued by a nearby sailboat. The body of the
ship’s chef, Recaldo Thomas of Antigua,
was recovered on Monday. Thomas was born
in Canada, according to his cousin David
Isaac, but visited his parents” homeland of
Antigua as a child, and moved permanently
to the tiny eastern Caribbean island in his
early 20s.Italian officials previously listed
Antigua and Canada as the nationality of
people on board.The fate of six missing
passengers had driven the search effort,
including British tech magnate Mike Lynch,
his 18-year-old daughter and associates who
had successfully defended him in a recent
US federal fraud trial.Lynch’s spokesperson
did not respond to a request for comment
Wednesday.Meanwhile, Termini Imerese
Public Prosecutor’s Office investigators
were acquiring evidence for their criminal
investigation, which they opened
immediately after the tragedy despite no
formal suspects having been publicly
identified.Questions have abounded about
what caused the superyacht, built in 2008 by
Italian shipyard Perini Navi, to rapidly sink,

Kamala Harris will on Thursday in
Chicago formally accept the nomination

as the Democrats' presidential candidate
for the November 5 election, also joined
the call. The White House was to provide
further details of the call later in the
day.Biden had been expected to press
Netanyahu to soften a new Israeli demand
that it be allowed to keep forces along a

Hamas is seeking a complete Israeli

stretch of land along the coastal enclave's
southern border with Egypt.Israel wants
to retain control of the corridor, which it
captured in late May, after destroying
dozens of tunnels beneath it that it says
had served to smuggle in weapons to
Gaza's militant groups.

when the nearby Sir Robert Baden Powell
sailboat was largely spared and managed to
rescue the survivors.Giovanni Costantino,
head of The Italian Sea Group, which owns
the ship maker, blamed human error for the
disaster, which he said took 16 minutes.“The
ship sank because it took on water. From
where, the investigators will say,” he told
RAI state television after he met with
prosecutors.Costantino cited AIS ship
tracking data which he said showed the
Bayesian had taken on water for four
minutes when a sudden gust of wind flipped

Ynez Valley of California, staying on an
8,000-acre ranch.Getting a Gaza
ceasefire deal is a major priority for
Biden. A senior US official on Friday
described the talks as close to a deal but
a final agreement has been agonizingly
elusive.In talks to halt fighting in the
10-month-old war,

withdrawal from Gaza, including the
so-called Philadelphi Corridor, a
narrow 14.5-km-long (nine-mile-long)

World. In Southampton, England, an
astronomy student named Tom Bickle
made a remarkable discovery while
pursuing his passion for stargazing. In his
spare time, Bickle enjoys blasting heavy
metal music while meticulously
analyzing time-lapses of the night sky,
searching for elusive objects at the edge
of our solar system. During one of these
sessions, Bickle noticed something
extraordinary: a faint, moving blob on his
computer screen.“l knew immediately
that 1t was unusual,” Bickle told the New
York Times.The discovery, which
initially puzzled Bickle, quickly caught
the attention of professional astronomers.

Million miles an hour': Astronomy student discovers
mysterious high-speed object racing through space

the Dark Energy Spectroscopic
Instrument (DESI) Legacy Imaging
Surveys. "It's a speedy little star,"
Kareem El-Badry, a Nasa Hubble Fellow.

Further investigation revealed that the
objectis either a low-mass star or a brown
dwarf, and it's hurtling through space at a
staggering speed of one million miles per
hour. At such a velocity, it could
potentially escape the gravitational pull
of the Milky Way, the NYT report said.

“It was right when that number came out
that we realized we had something
spectacular,” said Adam Burgasser, a
physicist at the University of California,
San Diego, who led the study on this
observation. The findings were published
this month in The Astrophysical Journal
Letters.The so-called "hypervelocity
object" was spotted by astronomers using

said

it, and it continued taking on water.
The ship straightened up slightly and
then went down, he said.But was it
merely the case of a freak waterspout
that knocked the ship to its side and
allowed water to pour in through open
hatches? What was the position of the
keel, which on a large sailboat like the
Bayesian might have been retractable
to allow it to enter shallower
ports?“There’s a lot of uncertainty
whether it had a lifting keel and
whether it might have been up,” said
Jean-Baptiste Souppez, a fellow of the
Royal Institute of Naval Architects and the
editor of the Journal of Sailing Technology.
“But if it had, then that would reduce the
amount of stability that the vessel had, and
therefore made it easier for it to roll over on
its side,” he said in an interview.The capain
of the sailboat that rescued survivors said his
craft sustained minimal damage -- the frame
of a sun awning broke -- even with winds
that he estimated reached 12 on the Beaufort
wind scale, which is the highest hurricane-
strength force on the scale.

Hezbollah fires more than 50
rockets, hitting Israeli-annexed

Golan Heights

World. Lebanon’s Hezbollah on Wednesday
launched more than 50 rockets, hitting a number
of private homes in the Israeli-annexed Golan
Heights.

The attack came a day after U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken met with fellow
mediators Egypt and Qatar as he pressed ahead
with the latest diplomatic mission to secure a
cease-fire in the war in Gaza, even as Hamas
and Israel signaled that challenges remain.
Diplomatic efforts had redoubled as fears grow
of a wider regional war after the recent targeted
killings of Hamas and Hezbollah leaders, both
blamed on Israel,
retaliation.Hezbollah said Wednesday's attack
was in response to an Israeli strike deep into
Lebanon on Tuesday night.Meanwhile, key
mediator Egypt expressed skepticism
Wednesday as more details emerged of the
proposal meant to bridge gaps between Israel
and Hamas.

Officials in Egypt, in its unique role as both a
mediator and affected party since it borders
Gaza, told The Associated Press that the Hamas
militant group will not agree to the bridging
proposal for a number of reasons — ones in
addition to the long-held wariness over whether
a deal would truly remove Israel forces from
Gaza and end the war.Hamas is believed to still
be holding around 110 hostages captured during

and threats of

If the object maintains its current
trajectory, it could eventually break free
of the Milky Way's gravitational pull and
escape into intergalactic space. "It's on an
unbound orbit, so in a few million years it
will just leave our galaxy entirely and
keep going," El-Badry explained.This
discovery holds the potential to shed light
on some of the oldest and fastest stars in
our galaxy, known as halo stars.
According to Dr Burgasser, these stars
move in peculiar orbits.

the Oct. 7 attacks that started the war. Israeli
authorities estimate around a third are dead.
During the Oct. 7 attack, militants killed some
1,200 people, mostly civilians.Israel’s
retaliatory offensive has killed over 40,000
Palestinians, according to Gaza’s Health
Ministry, which does not distinguish between
civilians and combatants in its count. The war
has caused widespread destruction and forced
the vast majority of Gaza’s 2.3 million residents
to flee their homes, often multiple times.

Bill Clinton, Kamala Harris's running mate to address Democratic Convention

Former US President *2shineton

Bill Clinton,
Democratic vice
presidential nominee

Tim Walz and

independent
candidate i US polls,

Robert F Kennedy,
are among the
speakers that will
address on the third
day of the
Democratic National
Convention.

an endorsem

president in

will talk about

freedoms that

News reported

likely to be

presidential nominee Tim Walz
prepared for a high-profile speech at
his party's convention on Wednesday,
while independent candidate Robert
F Kennedy appeared to be weighing

Donald Trump.Walz, the running
mate of presidential nominee
Kamala Harris,
Democrats eager to defeat the former

election. The Minnesota governor, 60,
in Nebraska,
under attack from Trump, who is
making his third major-party run for
the White House.Meanwhile, ABC
abandon his bid and declare support
for Trump, a development that could
help the Republican pick up votes in
an election that opinion polls show is

campaign did not immediately

Democratic vice

future and accusing

ent of Republican  of stoking fear and

has energised
the November 5

growing up on a farm
his family, and
Democrats say are
month ago.Opinion
Biden trailing Trump
that Kennedy plansto  now show her
Republican rival in

close. Kennedy's

respond to a request for comment.
Walz has brought a folksy charm to
the campaign trail,
himself and Harris as
warriors" focused on a brighter

will take the stage at the |
Democratic National Convention
in Chicago after former President [
Bill Clinton, Transportation

Secretary Pete Buttigieg and former
House of Representatives Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, who was instrumental
in persuading President Joe Biden to
drop his struggling reelection bid a

the party's top spot to Harris; polls

states that will decide the November
5 presidential election.At the
convention on Tuesday, Walz and
Harris got an endorsement from
former President Barack Obama and

describing
"joyful

Republicans
division.He

his wife Michelle Obama.

consultant - they come

polls showed

before he ceded

national fame has

besting her
several of the

il

"I love this guy," Obama said of Walz.
"You can tell those flannel shirts he
wears don't come from some

closet, and they've been through
some stuff."Walz's rapid rise to

scrutiny.Republicans say he was too
slow to confront rioters after George
Floyd, a Black man, was killed by a
white police officer in Minneapolis
in 2020, though Trump praised the
governor's response at the time.
Republicans have also accused Walz of

exaggerating his rank in the Army
National Guard, where he served
for 24 years.Walz has in the past
described himself as a retired
command sergeant major, one of
the highest noncommissioned
officer positions in the
Army.While he achieved that
rank, he did not meet the
requirements to retire with that
title. Walz retired to run for
Congress in 2005 before his unit was
sent to war in Iraq.Harris campaign
officials are betting Walz's
Midwestern roots and plainspoken
style will appeal to some of the white
men in rural areas who voted for
Trump by huge margins in the last
two elections - and help deliver
battleground states like Michigan,
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.Walz
will be introduced by Ben Ingman, a
former student, and US Senator Amy
Klobuchar, a fellow Minnesotan who
unsuccessfully ran for president in
2020.

from his

drawn

That's my dad!’: Tim Walz's son Gus bursts into tears during father's emotional DNC speech

World. At the Democratic National

Convention in Chicago on Thursday,
Minnesota Governor Tim Walz’s heartfelt
speech resonated deeply with the audience,
particularly with his family members present,
including his 17-year-old son, Gus.As Walz
accepted the Democratic vice presidential
nomination, the emotional weight of his
words visibly impacted his family. Posts on
social media, including a poignant clip
shared on X, formerly Twitter, captured Gus
Walz in tears beside his mother, Gwen, as he
clapped and cheered for his father.In his
speech, Walz shared intimate details about
his family's struggle with infertility, a topic
he has been open about. “In Minnesota, we
respect our neighbors and the personal
choices they make, and even if we wouldn’t
make those same choices for ourselves,
we’ve got a golden rule: mine your own

Walz said.He continued,
“That includes IVF and fertility treatments,
and this is personal for Gwen and L. If you’ve
never experienced the hell that is infertility, I
guarantee you know somebody who has, and

damn business,”

fertility treatments, and when our daughter
was born, we named her Hope.”

During the speech, Walz addressed his family
directly, saying, “Hope, Gus, and Gwen, you
are my entire world, and I love you.” This
declaration elicited a particularly emotional
response from Gus, who pointed to his father
and exclaimed, “That’s my dad!”

Hope Walz, 23, was also present, capturing the
moment on camera as the family later joined
Walz on stage for hugs and celebration.
Walz’s personal story and his references to
his family’s challenges with infertility struck
a chord with many, particularly on social
media.The Governor’s speech also included
a nostalgic nod to his past as a teacher and

I can remember praying each night for a
phone call, the pit in your stomach when the
phone would ring, and the absolute agony
when we heard treatments hadn’t worked. It
took Gwen and I years, but we had access to

coach. “There will be time to sleep when you
are dead. We are going to leave it on the field.
That is how we will keep moving forward,”
he concluded, connecting his past
experiences to his current political journey.
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NEWS BOX
'Same energy and vibe': Dravid

reveals how DI World Cup

loss did not deter India

New Delhi Former India head coach Rahul
Dravid has revealed that there were no
differences in preparation between the ODI
and the T20 World Cups. Dravid, speaking at
a CEAT awards event, Dravid said that the
general consensus amongst the coaching
staff was that the team needed to replicate
the exact processes that they had during the
ODI World Cup.India had lost the ODI
World Cup Final against Australia at home in
November 2023. India, however trusted its
personnel and made minor changes going
into the T20 World Cup, held in the USA and
the Caribbean islands.Dravid said that India
had a brilliant campaign in the ODI World
Cup and were unlucky to lose the final in
Australia, who were a better team on the
day.“Honestly, I didn't want to do anything
different. I think we ran a fantastic campaign
in the one-day World Cup, Rohit and the
team, everyone involved in that one-day
World Cup, we ran a superb campaign,”
Dravid said at the Ceat Cricket Rating
Awards.“There's nothing we could have
done more in terms of our preparation, the
planning, the execution of what we needed
to do for 10 games in a row to dominate, to
win the game we did, play the game we did,”

said Dravid.“I did not want to change
anything. If you'd asked me and we had a
discussion with our support staff, we'd get
together with the coaches and say, what do
you think we should do differently?”“The
common consensus (among the team) was
we need to do exactly what we did. We need
to create the same energy, create the same
vibe, the same team atmosphere that we had
and then just hope that on the day, we'll have
a little bit of luck,” he said.Dravid said that
India had run a phenomenal campaign in the
ODI World Cup, winning 10 games on a row.
However, Australia defeated India by six
wickets to win their sixth ODI World Cup at
the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad.
Before the final, Australia lost their first two
matches to India and South Africa but since
then won 9 successive matches to complete
one of their most memorable World Cup
campaigns.“I thought we ran a phenomenal
campaign. We came unstuck in the final and
Australia played better cricket than us on the
day. They were a better team and
congratulations (to them). That can happen
in sport and that's what sport is about,”
Dravid concluded on the matter.

Badminton, archery,

boxing: India's Paris

hopefuls falter, finish
without medal

New Delhi After a historic performance at the
Tokyo Olympics three years ago, where
India set new records with a contingent of
117 athletes, hopes were high for an even
better showing at the Paris Olympics 2024.
There was anticipation that India might
achieve a double-digit medal count for the
first time in history. However, despite some
bright moments, the campaign ended with
six medals—one silver and five bronze.

The total medal count could still change,
pending a decision on wrestler Vinesh
Phogat's appeal for a silver medal. While
India fell just one medal short of its Tokyo
tally, the Paris Olympics marked its third-
best performance at the Summer Games,
following Tokyo 2020 and London 2012.
India’s archery, badminton, and boxing
teams were considered strong medal
contenders, but none of these sports
managed a podium finish in the recently-
concluded Paris Games.

Archery

India's archery team faced another
disappointing Olympic run. Deepika
Kumari’s struggles on the Olympic stage
continued, while Tarundeep Rai and Pravin
Jadhav also failed to make a significant
impact. Only Dhiraj Bommadevara and
Ankita Bhakat, along with Bhajan Kaur to
some extent, managed to enhance their
reputations. The archery team’s closest brush
with a medal came in the mixed team event,
where they narrowly missed out on bronze,
finishing fourth against the USA. This
marked India’s first semifinal appearance in
Olympic archery history—a notable
achievement—but considering the
substantial time and resources invested in
this priority sport, the lack of a medal raises
concerns.he archers themselves may not be
entirely to blame. The federation, however,
must answer for the low performance,
especially regarding the absence of the high-
performance director and the South Korean
coach during the games.

Badminton

For the first time since 2008, India’s
badminton contingent returned from the
Olympics without a medal. Despite recent
successes in team events, such as the Thomas
Cup victory in 2022 and the Badminton Asia
Team Championships in 2023, these
achievements did not translate to individual
glory in Paris.Lakshya Sen came closest to
winning a medal but ultimately fell short in
the bronze medal match.

w«ENG vs SL: Former England captain

New Delhi

Raheem Sterling, Chilwell not training
with Chelsea first team: Coach Maresca

- Chelsea manager Enzo Maresca
has confirmed that Raheem
Sterling and Ben Chilwell are
currently training away from the
club's first team. This development
comes as British media reports
linked them with potential moves
away from the Premier League
club.

New Delhi Chelsea manager Enzo Maresca
has confirmed that England internationals
Raheem Sterling and Ben Chilwell are
currently training away from the club's first
team. This development comes as British
media reports link them with potential
moves away from the Premier League club.

Sterling and Chilwell, who both missed
Sunday's 2-0 Premier League loss to
champions Manchester City, are facing
challenges in securing playing time if they
choose to remain at Chelsea. Maresca
emphasized that the club's large squad
makes it impossible to provide minutes for
everyone, suggesting that it might be
better for them to leave if they seek regular

playing time."In this moment, they are
training apart,” Maresca stated ahead of
Thursday's Europa Conference League
playoff tie against Swiss side Servette.
"We have a big squad, for me it's
impossible to give everyone minutes. So if
they're looking for minutes, probably it is

instead describing it as "honest.""It's
not a comfortable situation... I think it is
good to know that if you want to stay,
you will struggle to get minutes... but in
a few days or weeks it can be a better
situation because you move and you
join a club where you will get more
minutes," Maresca added.

The manager did not meet with Sterling
after the match against City, but if they
were to discuss the situation again, he
would reiterate the same points he had
already made. Captain Reece James
will miss Thursday's match due to a
hamstring injury.

Maresca emphasized that Chelsea's goal

better to leave."Maresca explained that

Sterling, who has played 59 league games
for Chelsea since joining in 2022, does not fit
the type of winger he prefers. "I'm not saying
he's not a good player, but I prefer different
kinds of wingers," the Italian manager
said.Maresca had a conversation with

Sterling before excluding him from the
lineup for the Manchester City match,
informing him that he would struggle to get
playing time with Chelsea. He also spoke
with Chilwell, telling him that he would face
difficulties due to his position. Maresca
denied being "brutal" in his approach,

ENG vs SL, 1st Test: Dhananjaya, Rathnayake
showed spirit, Vaughan lauds batters

Michael Vaughan has lauded Sri Lanka
captain Dhananjaya de Silva and Milan
Rathnayake for showing incredible spirit
in front of adversity. Sri Lanka were 6/3
in the first 10 overs but finished with
236 runs on the board in the 1st innings.

New Delhi Former England captain Michael

Vaughan has lauded Sri Lanka's Dhananjaya
de Silva and Milan Rathnayake for saving
the team's blushes on Day 1 of the first Test
match at Manchester. Playing on
Wednesday, 21 August, Sri Lanka were in
massive trouble after losing 5 wickets in the
morning session of the game. However, the
SL captain and the No. 9 batter joined forces
to get the visitors up to 236 runs in the first
innings.Vaughan, while speaking on the
BBC said that he thought England would bat

ME.;.a

after Lunch the way Sri Lanka's wickets fell
on Day 1. The former skipper lauded the duo
of de Silva and Rathnayake for showing
spiritand digging Sri Lanka out of trouble.

"It's been a funny old day. I thought England

would be batting after lunch when Sri Lanka
were 6-3. But, as with every Sri Lanka side
that's ever been, they showed spirit,"
Vaughan said on BBC.The early resistance
was forged by the Sri Lankan captain
himself, who was the only batter of the day
to look comfortable. De Silva hit 74 runs off

83 balls and added a crucial 63
runs with Rathnayake. The
debutant medium pacer took
matters into his own hands from
there and added another 50 runs
alongside Vishwa Fernando.

"The captain Dhananjaya de Silva
made batting actually look quite
easy, in the face of some really
rapid bowling from Mark
Wood. And Rathnayake was
just brilliant, what a left-hander
he is to come in at number
nine," Vaughan lauded the
batting pair.

While Sri Lanka did manage a 200+ total on

board, Vaughan felt that was still too little.
However, the former batter said that the
proceedings will depend a lot on how the
weather goes."I still feel like it's
significantly under par but you just never
know because there is rain about and that can
often change things quite dramatically,"
concluded Vaughan.At the end of the first
day, England were 22 for the loss of zero
wickets and trailed England by 214 runs.

Cristiano Ronaldo joins YouTube, gathers
I million subscribers in 90 mins

Legendary Portugal footballer
Cristiano Ronaldo launched his YouTube
channel on Wednesday, 21 August. The
former Real Madrid star's fans flocked to
YouTube to subscribe to his channel and
learn what his life is like behind the scenes.
The rush was so great that Ronaldo broke
the YouTube record for fastest to 1 million
subscribers. Ronaldo achieved the feat in

just 90 minutes.Not only that, Ronaldo's
channel now has over 11 million
subscribers, less than a day after its launch.
The football star had announced the start of
his YouTube channel via his social media
accounts where he has a massive following.

Ronaldo has 112.5 million followers on the X

platform, 170 million on Facebook and 636
million on Instagram."The wait is over. My

Legendary foothaller Cristiano
Ronaldo shattered the record of
fastest to 1 million subscribers
on YouTube on Wednesday, 21
August. After launching his
channel on the platform, Ronaldo
gathers a million subscribers
within 90 minutes.

@YouTube channel is finally here!
SIUUUbscribe and join me on this new
journey," Ronaldo posted on his social
media accounts.A couple of hours after
posting his first video, 1.69M subscribers
had joined the channel.One of the greatest
footballers of all time, Ronaldo currently
plays for Al Nassr in the Saudi Pro League.
The footballer recently featured in the Euro
2024 but was not able to guide his team to a
title.

is to win every game, including the
upcoming match against Servette. "We try to
win every game we play. Against Man City, [
don't think the intention was to win the
game, but we tried to win that game... and
tomorrow is a game, that we will try to win,
and hopefully we can win," he concluded.

Tim Southee hails Jasprit
Bumrah's injury comeback:
Don't think anyone's better

UPDATED New Zealand's all-format captain

Tim Southee heaped praise on India's star
pacer Jasprit Bumrah, commending his
remarkable performances across all formats
since returning from a major injury. Bumrah,
who was sidelined for much of 2022 due to a
serious back injury requiring surgery, has not
only made a successful comeback but has
arguably been better than ever.Speaking at the
Ceat Cricket Rating Award, Southee
highlighted Bumrah's resilience and ability to
return to top form after such a significant
setback. Southee heaped extra praise on
Bumrah's recent run of performances as he
emphasised the challenges that come with
playing across multiple formats, noting how
difficult it can be to maintain high standards in
all of them."To be able to firstly bounce back
from the major injury and come back, he's
even better than what he was beforehand...He
seems to have been able to do that with ease as
well...He's probably more experienced,
understands his game a bit more," Southee
said at Ceat Cricket Rating Award on August
21, Wednesday."We are just seeing a great

version (of Bumrah) across all three formats.
He's brilliant across all three at the moment. I
don't think there's anyone that he's better in
(better than him), he is tremendous across all
three (formats)," Southee added.Since his
return in August 2023, Bumrah has been
nothing short of sensational. He was a key
player in India's 2023 ICC ODI World Cup
campaign, where he took 20 wickets in 11
matches, showcasing his lethal ability with
the ball. His performances were equally
impressive in the 2024 T20 World Cup, where
he played a pivotal role in India's triumph,
picking up 15 wickets with an outstanding
economy rate of 4.17, the best in the
tournament for any bowler who bowled over
100 deliveries.Bumrah’s economy rate was
particularly noteworthy, as it was the best for
anyone who bowled 100-plus balls in a single
edition of the men's T20 World Cup. His
consistent brilliance earned him the Player-
of-the-Tournament award, making him the
first player to win this accolade ata T20 World
Cup—men’s or women’s — without scoring a
run.

Paris Olympian Archana Kamath Quits Table Tennis Due to Lack
of Long-Term Stability in Sport; Set to Pursue Academics

«After deeming that there is no

feasible future where she can
thrive financially, and
seemingly with no quarantee
of an Olympic medal anytime
soon, the 24-year-old decided
to call it quits.

New Delhi After a historic outing at the 2024

Paris Olympics, where the Indian Women’s
Table Tennis team made history by
surpassing the round of 16 for the first time
ever, star player Archana Kamath has
decided to quit the sport and pursue higher
studies abroad.Kamath, at 24 years of age,

was the only player to win a game in the
Women’s Team Quarterfinals, where the
Indians fell to Germany 1-3 and ended their
campaign at the Paris Olympics.It is said
that after her Paris Olympics campaign, the
star paddler had an honest conversation
with coach Anshul Garg about her future in
the sport.After deeming that there is no
feasible future where she can thrive
financially, and seemingly with no
guarantee of an Olympic medal anytime
soon, the 24-year-old decided to call it
quits.“I told her that it’s difficult. It’s going
to take a lot of hard work. She’s ranked
outside the top 100 in the world but she
improved so much in the past couple of
months. But I think she had already made up
her mind to go. And once she makes up her
mind, it’s difficult to change it,” Garg was
quoted as saying byKamath’s selection into
the Indian team itself was one that was hotly
debated, as she was picked over Ayhika

Mukerjee, who had beaten World No.l Sun
Yingsha.But regardless of it all, the
youngster has now decided that perhaps
pursuing a degree abroad might just be the
best course of action for her long-term future
in this sporting climate.“My brother works at

NASA. He’s my idol and he too
encourages me to study. So I make the
time to complete all my studies and I
enjoy it. I’'m good at it too,” Kamath had
told earlier this year.What Kamath’s
decision does do though, is raise
questions about the growth of the sport
in India and where it will be
economically feasible for someone to
pursue a career in the same over a long
term.Coach Anshul Garg believes that
there is a need for proper structure in
order to protect the pipeline of
promising young players coming up the
ranks.“The top players generally don’t
have any problem because they get a lot
of support. But what about the upcoming
players? Yes, they get support in terms of
training and equipment. No expense is
spared there but what about a livelihood?
That gets difficult so Archana’s decision is
understandable,” Garg said.
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I Behala. Some speculated he was Rani Mukerji and Kajol’s cousin, Samrat Mukerji.
clarified in an interview with Etimes that he’s based in Mumbai and not involved
incident.Samrat clarified the matter and said, “I would like to clarify met with an accident
is not me. The actor Samrat Mukherjee is based in Kolkata and [ am a filmmaker owner of
Filmalaya studios, based in Mumbai. Since morning | have been getting calls and tired
now, telling them how I am not the same Samrat. It is reported that the actor who met
with an accident belongs
to our family it is not
true. [ would like to tell
everyone, | am safe
and based here in
Mumbai. The actor
Samrat Mukherjee
does not belong to our
family.”

He clarified that many
have confused him
with the Bengali actor
involved in the incident
and assured everyone that
he is safe in Mumbai.
Meanwhile, the Bengali
actor with the same name
was arrested after his car
hitamotorcycle in Kolkata. The motorcyclist was taken to the hospital for treatment.

The accident

The 29-year-old motorcyclist from Vidyasagar Colony in Behala was initially taken to
MR Bangur Hospital and then moved to SSKM Hospital. Witnesses said Mukherjee was
driving from Behala Chowrasta towards Tollygunge when he lost control and hit the
motorcycle. Police arrested him on charges of reckless driving and causing serious
injury. The actor was also given a medical exam.

Trolled For Ge

. rvashi

| ing Admitted In Hospital
#. For a Minor Cut: 'Overacting Ki Dukaan'

rvashi Rautela left netizens confused on Wednesday when she took to her
Instagram handle and dropped a video, revealing she has been hospitalised in
Mumbai. The video showed the actress getting admitted to a hospital for a

minor cut on her finger. In the clip, she sitting on a sofa, reading something with a
mask on her face. Not just this, in the caption of her post, Urvashi wrote, “PRAY FOR
ME”.However, the snippet did not go well with the netizens. Soon after the video
was shared, netizens trolled the actress. While one of the users sarcastically wrote,
“surgery needed”, another user called her “overacting ki dukan™. “First Indian woman
to admit in hospital after a small cut on finger.” a third comment read. “Areee kaafi
khoon beh gaya, donor to nahi chahiye?” wrote another. “Praying for your slower
recovery,” one of the comments read.Last month too, Urvashi was hospitalised in

Hyderabad after she
suffered an injury while

shooting an acion sequence

while working on
Nandamuri Balakrishna’s
upcoming Telugu film
NBK 109.Interestingly,
Urvashi Rautela’s
hospitalisation comes a
year after cricketer
Rishabh Pant’s tragic
accident. Back then, the
actress shared a black and
white photo featuring
Mumbai’s Kokilaben
Dhirubhai Ambani
Hospital and Medical
Research Institute,
where Pant was
admitted. Urvashi’s
mother also took to
social media and
dropped a picture of

the hospital and

written.

However, he
in the

)

|-
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wrote, “Everything is all right don’t worry beta (@urvashirautela. However, the
mother-daughter duo was brutally trolled by many who accused them of
stalking Pant. “This is mental harassment. If a man did this, he’d either be in jail
or have a Netflix crime documentary in his name,” one of the Twitter users had

Reportedly, Urvashi and Rishabh dated each other in the past but parted ways on
an ugly note. However, Pant has often maintained that he does not know the
Bollywood diva.Urvashi once mentioned that an ‘RP’ had her waiting for
hours, which made people think that it was directed towards the cricketer.
However, later, she clarified that the RP in her life was her co-star Ram
Pothineni. Besides this, the Bollywood actress was also in Australia around the

same time when Rishabh Pant was there for team India’s match.

Rani Mukeri

Kajol's Cousin Samrat Mukerji Clarifies He's
Not Involved In Kolkata Accident: 'It's Not Me'

ollywood actor Samrat Mukherjee was arrested early Tuesday after his car hit a motorcycle in

AR

Sexual Qgs;ult Case, SeeH_u_s_tice

‘End Of Humanity’: Marathi
Celebrities Condemn Badlapur

he entire state of Maharashtra is shaken by

the inhuman incident involving two girls at

a school in Badlapur. On August 13, a
sanitation worker sexually assaulted two girls.
As per media reports, the two girls are currently
undergoing treatment in a hospital. People are
protesting in the streets, seeking severe
punishment for the perpetrator. As a part of the
protest, a 10-hour demonstration took place at
Badlapur railway station on August 20.
Previously, the country was shocked by the rape
case involving a doctor in Kolkata, which
attracted widespread protests across the country.
Similarly, the Badlapur incident has also seen
thousands of people expressing their outrage on
social media. Several Marathi celebrities
condemned the incident and expressed their
anger.The celebrities posted on their social
media handle, asking for severe punishment.
Actor Prasad Oak posted a story on his social
media handle to share the details of the incident.
He also demanded justice through his post. He
wrote, “Two 4-year-old Girl child was raped in
Badlapur Mumbai. The school is named Adarsh
School Vidya Mandir. This was done by the
school worker who cleans the toilets and
washrooms, those two rapists are in the custody
of Badlapur Police, and the two innocent 4y/o
girls are admitted to the hospital. This was done
on 13th August 2024.”

Popular actor Abhijit Kelkar, who often writes
about several social issues on social media, also
posted about the incident seeking justice. He
wrote, “If the act itself is brutal and inhuman,
why should the punishment be humane?” when
translated to English.Chandramukhi fame
actress Surabhi Bhave also expressed her anger
on social media. She mentioned that the
offenders should be hanged to death
immediately. Surabhi wrote, “In Badlapur, two
3-and-a-half-year-old girls were sexually
assaulted at their school.

Game of Thrones Actor lain
Glen Lands Major Role In
Anupam Kher's Tanvi: The Great

—

fter helming Om Jai Jagadish in 2002,

Anupam Kher is returning to the

director’s chair with a new film called
Tanvi: The Great. While details about the
film’s plot and cast are under wraps, Anupam
has often shared updates about the project
since its announcement on his 69th birthday
in March this year. Now, a Pinkvilla report
suggests that lain Glen, known for his role as
Jorah Mormont in Game of Thrones, has
been roped in to play an important role in the
upcoming film.Interestingly, [ain has already
begun working with the cast and crew in
Mumbai. The upcoming Bollywood film
won't be lain and Anupam’s first
collaboration, they previously worked
together on the British TV series Mrs Wilson.

A source close fo the production revealed,
“Glen will be playing a substantial role in the
film. Anupam Kher has got all celebrated
people in his team — from Oscar Winning,
MM Keervani to do the music, to Academy
Winner, Resul Pookuty as Sound Designer,
among many more.

lain Glen joining the cast has just added more
excitement.”While announcing Tanvi: The
Great, Anupam Kher shared a sweet video of
himself receiving blessings from his mother
before beginning the project. Sharing the
heart touching video on Instagram, The
Kashmir Files star wrote, “I proudly
announce the name of the film I have decided
to direct. Some stories find their path and
compel you to share it with the world. And
the best way I thought to start is by taking the
blessings of my mother in her temple with
my father’s pic blessing me too. Have been
working on this musical story of Passion,
Courage, Innocence and Joy for the last three
years.”

Other than MM Keervani and Resul Pookuty,
Anupam Kher also roped in action director
Sunil Rodrigues, lyricist Kausar Munir and
Japanese cinematographer Keiko Nakahara
for Tanvi: The Great.Anupam’s directorial
debut Om Jay Jagadish, featured Waheeda
Rehman, Anil Kapoor, Fardeen Khan,
Abhishek Bachchan, Mahima Chaudhry,
Urmila Matondkar and Tara Sharma.
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