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Thinking straight,
not laterally, the
way forward

The manner in which the recruitment of 45 officers
of the Joint Secretary/Director level laterally was
requisitioned and withdrawn suddenly is a good
example. The withdrawal was surprising on three
counts. One, lateral induction had been resorted
to in the past, including by this government
without getting mired in debilitating
controversies. Second, as the Opposition fired its
precision-guided ‘reservation’ missile, some
ministers launched a counterattack, not aware of
the swift, embarrassing retreat being planned.
Third, a government known to be tough buckled
under a smoking gun. The irony was that
ministers who should have known better were
brandishing their swords even as the retreat was
being sounded.Before coming to the issues
involved in the non-political endeavour of lateral
recruitment, one cannot help but pity the language
of the ‘instrument of surrender’, which could
have been a straightforward official
communication instead of a demi-official letter
from the minister giving the impression that his
ministry made a mistake, which the Prime
Minister (who is in charge of the ministry)
stepped in to correct. He even traduced the
Opposition for overlooking the principle of
‘social justice’ it advocated while making lateral
recruitment when in power.

Much has been written about previous governments
inducting experts from the market into the
bureaucratic system, the recommendations of the
Administrative Reform Commission and the
Group of Secretaries, the examination of the
proposal by the Department of Personnel from
various angles, and the peaceful induction earlier.
This was not the first attempt by the government,
and hopefully it will not be the last, to draft
outside talent to shore up its skill set.It would be
unfair to endorse lateral entry or dismiss it
without understanding the context and the
motivation for such a move. Let us look at some
fundamental issues.The Government of India
(GOI) runs the affairs of the Central Government
and other national-level bodies by recruiting
officers to services such as income tax, Railways
and Posts through the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC), following the reservation
policy. It also takes on deputation All India
Services (AIS) officers borne on state cadres
recruited through the same process. The GOI has
no cadre of AIS officers; the states maintain a
deputation reserve as part of their sanctioned
cadre strength. The GOI draws upon this reserve
to fill positions at different levels in the ministries
and other apex organisations through an
empanelment process for joint secretaries and
above.

Many GOI ministries have their specialised
services to deal with their allotted subjects, as in
the case of agriculture, commerce, civil and cost
accounts, etc. In addition, the government has
fruitfully drawn upon the expertise of outside
talent occasionally without being bound by its
reservation policy. While earlier governments
selected eminent experts through an informal

HIMACHAL Pradesh’s move to raise the legal

50 years of India’s steady outperformance
The country has become the third-largest contributor to global growth

IT may not have seemed so at the time, but 50 years

ago India reached a turning point. There was an
economic crisis and political turmoil. The decisive
action a year later was the imposition of Emergency
rule by Indira Gandhi. But that was overturned in
less than two years. What proved more long-lasting
was something barely noticed at the time: A new
direction in economic policy, away from Mrs
Gandhi’s overtly Leftist phase. There followed in
due course an end to India’s long-term under-
performance as an economy, and over time the birth
of a new ‘India story’.Until the mid-1970s, India
had been growing more slowly than the world
economy. The transition in the second half
of the 1970s followed some 15 years of
crises in the form of wars, failed harvests
and even famine, a traumatic rupee
devaluation and two oil shocks. Many of
these events had contributed to a loss of
national self-belief after the early
optimism under Jawaharlal Nehru.But
once the economy stabilised, what
followed was a half century of steady
outperformance. Growth outpaced both
low-income and middle-income
countries, as well as the world economy.
The country consequently has an
international heft today that it never
enjoyed before. Yet, it has not been a
‘shining’ record, because of continuing
poor socioeconomic metrics and rising
inequality.Prior to the transition, India’s share of the
global economy had been on the decline — from 2.7
per cent in 1960 to 1.9 per cent in 1975 before the
decline slowed, stabilised and eventually improved.
Even in 2013, India’s share of the world GDP was
slightly smaller than in 1960. Now, in 2024, it is 3.5
per cent of the global GDP. And since the economy
is growing at twice the global average, India is the
third-largest contributor to global growth.

Per capita income similarly improved. From 8.4 per

cent of the global average in 1960, India’s per capita
income dipped to 6.4 per cent in 1974. The numbers
improved to 13.5 per cent in 2011, and further to
18.1 per cent in 2023. That is a near-trebling over
five decades. Yet people in most countries enjoy a
much better standard of living. Indeed, there are
hardly any countries outside of Africa and in India’s
own South Asian neighbourhood where per capita

incomes are lower. A long road lies ahead.What
transforms the India story is the size of its
population. Per capita income is modest, but when
multiplied 1,400 million times it makes the Indian
economy the fifth largest. Already, India is the
second-largest market for mobile phones and
motorcycles/scooters, and the third- or fourth-
largest for aviation and cars. Growth in these
product and service markets has been underpinned
by a burgeoning middle class. Businesses catering
to it have generated great wealth for investors,
leading to the rise of dollar-billionaires (at 200, the
world’s third-largest tally), while the stock market

ranks fourth by market capitalisation.Up to the mid-
1970s, close to half the population lived below a
bare-bones poverty line. Today, less than 10 per cent
of the people are officially poor. International
mention of India is now more likely to refer toitasa
rising power rather than as a country of poor people.
Yet, India continues to feature as only a ‘medium
development’ country in its human development,
while countries like Vietnam have attained ‘high
development’ status. India is unlikely to make it to
the ‘high development’ category for another decade
or more — beyond which lies the ‘very high
development’ category comprising the developed
economies, to which the country aspires.

Even here, though, the numbers are improving. The

mean years of schooling have improved from 4.4
years in 2010 to 6.57 years now. India also has more
than the WHO-prescribed ratio of a doctor per 1,000

Ahead of the curve

HP raises girls’ marriage age hefore Central verdict

system, this government tried to institutionalise
the selection through the UPSC. Also, there has
never been an attempt at such large-scale lateral
induction.It would be interesting to understand
how effectively is the expertise of the existing
specialised cadres utilised by the government,
especially when professional advice conflicts
with short-term objectives of the government or
the political interests of the ruling party.

If the government wishes a sprinkling of external
experts in the bureaucratic system and treat it as
quasi deputation, it must identify ministries
needing such ‘market borrowing’ and
simultaneously rationalise and redraw existing
cadres. Further, it should be clear whether such
induction is routine recruitment or contextual. In
case it is contextual and need-based, experts
could be hired as consultants who can give their

age of marriage for girls from 18 to 21 years
through the Prohibition of Child Marriage
(Himachal Pradesh Amendment) Bill 2024
has sparked a debate, particularly given the
ongoing national discussions on this issue.
With the Central Government’s Prohibition )
of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill still
under review by a parliamentary panel, HP’s é
law raises questions about the implications of E =
pre-empting the panel’s findings. The panel, !
tasked with examining the Central Bill that
also raised the girls’ age for marriage to 21, is
deliberating on the matter. Its report is
expected to address various concerns,
including cultural sensitivities,
socioeconomic factors and the potential

population, and life expectancy has finally crossed
the 70 threshold.Higher incomes find reflection in a
more varied and richer diet. Milk consumption has
multiplied 10-fold. So has fish consumption, while
the consumption of eggs has increased more than
20-fold. Add to this the rapid growth of horticulture
— fruits and vegetables. Meanwhile, household
savings as a share of the income have gone up 70 per
cent, even as average incomes have multiplied six-
fold in real terms.More important than all these may
be a change in mindset. India in the mid-1970s was
still committed to socialist rhetoric. Apart from
large-scale nationalisation of several industries,
there was also price and production
control on everything, from paper to
steel, and sugar to cement, even
bathing soaps and cars! The
inevitable result was shortages and
black markets. State governments
routinely sided with trade unions in
industrial disputes. But things have
changed. Indian politics is now more
populist than socialist, the
Communist parties are in the ICU,
and governments want to change
labour laws to facilitate business.
Tax rates have become
reasonable.Rs 12 crore (about Rs
350 crore in today’s money). In
comparison, in the last couple of
years, several companies have done
public issues of Rs 15,000-21,000 crore (LIC,
Adani, Vodafone, etc). As recently as a decade ago,
mutual fund companies managed sums equal to less
than an eighth of bank deposits; that share has
doubled to more than a quarter. The next five years
could see India add more to its GDP, in absolute
numbers, than it has done in the last 10.And yet,
there is no story in India without a counter-story.
The production of consumer durables has not
increased at all compared to seven years earlier, and
has gone up by an annual average of just 2.8 per cent
for non-durables. Clearly, consumers are financially
stressed, especially in the lower rungs of the income
ladder — probably reflecting the lack of enough
work on good wages. Only when that changes will
the economy be able to get to the 7-plus per cent rate
that once marked out the truly high-growth
economies.

to provide them equal opportunities for
education and personal development, free
from the pressures of early marriage.
However, this move also risks creating legal
and social discrepancies if the parliamentary
panel’s report suggests a different approach
or additional safeguards. The national
legislation, once enacted, would supersede
state laws, potentially leading to confusion
and the need for amendments. The timing of
HP’s law undermines the broader
consultative process that the parliamentary
panel is engaged in, which seeks to balance
diverse perspectives and ensure that the law
isinclusive and well-considered.

E /’;" While the HP law is a bold step, it underscores

the importance of awaiting a comprehensive,

impact on women’s rights and personal
freedoms. The HP decision to act independently is both
progressive and precipitous.On one hand, the state’s

proactive stance highlights its commitment to gender
equality and empowerment of young women. By aligning
the marriage age of women with that of men, the law aims

nationally consistent approach that takes into
account the complexities of implementing such a
decision-making. significant change across India’s varied social landscape.

B Farmers need assured prices to withstand market shocks U

The only plausible way to pull the farmers out of perpetual poverty is by ensuring a legally binding framework for guaranteeing farm prices.

IT is called the pension reform. Prime Minister

opinion and make recommendations freely
without being burdened with bureaucratic

to guarantee a minimum support price (MSP) farmer from Madhya Pradesh’s

Narendra Modi has said that the Unified Pension
Scheme (UPS) ensures dignity and financial security
for government employees. “We are proud of the
hard work of all government employees who
contribute significantly to national progress,” he
said.In reality, the UPS — which assures a pension
equivalent to 50 per cent of the last drawn salary — is
an acknowledgement that the earlier market-linked
New Pension Scheme had not worked for
government employees. To assure a ‘defined benefit’
for government employees, the Union Cabinet
tweaked the pension scheme to ensure that the
retirees do not have to face the tyranny of the
markets.While the PM has also applauded the
country’s farmers on a number of occasions and has
often admired the resilience demonstrated by the
farming community, there have been no takers for
their long-pending demand for guaranteed prices. If
markets have failed for retired employees, let me
make it clear that markets have also failed for
farmers. If employees need an assured pension,
farmers also need an assured price.Nowhere in the
world have markets ensured a higher income for
farmers. In the major economies, either the subsidy
fills the income gap (China has emerged at the top in
providing agricultural subsidies) or agriculture is
conveniently left at the mercy of market forces, like
in India. The result, as some studies have shown, is
not only that Indian farmers are at the bottom of the
pyramid but also that they have been incurring losses
year after year for nearly 25 years now.

The only plausible way to pull the farmers out of
perpetual poverty is by ensuring a legally binding
framework for guaranteeing farm prices. Regardless,
the NDA government had sworn in an affidavit
before the Supreme Court some years back that a law

would distort the markets. Strangely, when it
comes to farmers, policymakers raise the
bogey of assured prices distorting markets.
For employees, everyone is fine with an |
assured pension; the fear of distorting
markets suddenly disappears.

While mainline economists believe that a legal
MSP will jack up consumer prices and
thereby distort markets, in reality, it will
squeeze corporate profits, and hence the @&
outcry. Strangely, the same breed of free- |
market economists remain quiet when |
corporates in America go in for ‘price
gouging’ — jacking up prices to rip off the
consumers. This actually is price distortion.
Already, 38 states, including California,
Florida and New York, have brought in laws
that prohibit the practice. For instance, the
state of New York went against companies that had
hiked the prices of hand sanitisers by 400 per cent
during the pandemic. And yet, many market
economists have called such checks on visible
market distortions a return to Soviet-style price
controls.The bias in favour of markets crops up when
farmers have to be provided with economic security,
but not when corporates jack up prices to extract their
pound of flesh. This double speak on market
distortion is coming in the way of providing farmers
with a living income. As I have said before, markets
will automatically adjust to the assured prices for
farmers. It is only the ideology that is coming in the
way.US Vice-President Kamala Harris has called for
a ban on corporate price gouging, which alone is
responsible for a 53 per cent increase in the prices of
food and grocery items since the pandemic.
Republicans have called her position on it

‘communist’. Whatever the right wing may say, there
is no denying, as some economists have
acknowledged, that a ban on price gouging is good
economics as well as good politics. Harris has
promised action against companies that are keeping
food prices artificially high.

Returning to the employees’ pension, it is interesting to
see the Department of Expenditure make an all-out
effort to justify the decision, terming it ‘fiscally
prudent’ and claiming that “it will be preventing
fiscal hardship to future generations of citizens.”
Certainly, there is no one against an assured pension
for employees. Butif the employees can be assured of
social security, there is no reason why economic
security cannot be assured for farmers. They also
contribute significantly to the national progress, and
it is because of their relentless hard work that the
country has food security. When Kamlesh Patidar a

Mandsaur district, re-ploughed his
standing soybean crop on 10 acres, he
did not realise that it would trigger a
chain reaction. Just few days after a
video of the incident went viral, reports
of several anguished farmers uprooting
the crop poured in.The crash in soybean
prices — and that too, a month and a half
before the harvesting season — has
negated another economic belief that
suggests farmers should hold on to
harvest till the time they can realise a
better price. Patidar had saved his last
year’s harvest in the hope of getting a
higher price later. But even that did not
work.
While the ruling soybean prices have
dropped to a level that existed 12 years
back, the destruction of farm livelihoods leaves
hundreds of thousands of soybean farmers seething
with anger. The prices, which are much lower than
the MSP, are not even enough to cover the production
costs. I wonder when we will have an assured price
policy for farmers that will prevent fiscal hardship for
not only future generations of farmers but also the
present one.Soon thereafter, reports about tomato
prices crashing by 60 per cent to a low of Rs 300 per
crate of 25 kg poured in. And then came news reports
about basmati prices falling by 28 per cent to Rs
2,500 per quintal. It is not something unique
happening this year; it has emerged as a painful
annual trend that the nation does not feel concerned
about.Providing a legally guaranteed MSP to farmers
who have marketable surplus and providing direct
income support to marginal farmers is the big reform
that agriculture awaits.
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Moody’s raises India’s growth
forecast to 7.2% from 6.8%
for 2024

NEW DELHI. Moody’s Ratings has revised India’s
growth forecast for 2024, increasing it from the
previously projected 6.8% to 7.2%. This adjustment is
based on expectations for a stronger rebound in private
consumption. Meanwhile, for 2025, growth has been
pegged at 6.6% from 6.4% previously.“... These
forecast changes assume strong broad-based growth
and we recognise potentially higher forecasts if the
cyclical momentum, especially for private
consumption, gains more traction,” the ratings agency
said.As per Moody’s, household consumption is set to
rise as headline inflation approaches the RBI’s target. It
noted that indications of a resurgence in rural demand
are already visible, driven by favorable agricultural
output prospects due to above-average rainfall during
the monsoon season.It highlighted that both the
industrial and services sectors have shown robust
performance, with the services Purchasing Managers’
Index (PMI) remaining consistently above 60 since the
beginning of the year. Moody’s said India’s growth
potential in the medium to long-term hinges on the
country’s ability to effectively utilise its large labour
force. It believes the economy can achieve growth rates
of 6-7% based on current conditions....Global growth
is stabilising and inflation in most markets is close to
RBI targets. We expect global growth will slow to 2.7%
and 2.5% in 2024 and 2025, respectively, from 3.0% in
2023, though growth trends differ across countries,”
Moody’s said in its report. Meanwhile, Fitch Ratings
has affirmed India’s long-term foreign-currency issuer
defaultrating (IDR) at BBB- with a stable outlook.

Consumption to rise

Moody’s says household consumption will rise as
headline inflation approaches RBI’s target. It said
indications of resurgence in rural demand are visible on
favorable agricultural output prospects due to above-
average rainfall during monsoon season

SEBI official says discount
broking is not future, requires
transparent fee structure

MUMBALI: Hinting discount broking is not the way
forward and that investors have to pay for their services
as there can be no free lunches in business, a senior
Sebi official has called for adopting an explicit and
transparent fee structure.“Since brokers are not
scheduled cmmercial banks, and do not have the full
set of capital and other regulatory safeguards that
banks have, from a transparency, efficiency, and risk
perspective, we would all be better off if the implicit
broking revenues from having client float balances
were to eventually be replaced by explicit and
transparent fees set in a competitive market,” Sebi
whole-time member Ananth Narayan G said here on
Thursday at the ongoing global fintech summit.Stating
that the securities ecosystem has come a long way,
playing a stellar journey. “But in the medium term, we

A&

still have a distance to go in our journey towards the
same capital formation, where there are nearly 12 crore
unique investors accessing capital markets via SEBI
regulated entities, he said.

From 25% of GDP in March 1993, the BSE market
capitalisation has risen to over 150% of GDP as of July
2024. “From less than 1 crore demat account holders as
of March 2011, we are nearing 10 crore unique demat
holders today. It is impossible to imagine all this
happening if the transaction costs, inefficiencies, and
risks of three decades ago persisted today,” he said.

He said “brokers together currently hold about "2 trillion
of client funds on their books on a given day.

Sugar Stocks Surge Up To 16%
As Govt Allows Sugarcane
Juice, Syrup For Ethanol
Production

NEW DELHI. Shares of sugar and ethanol production
companies on Friday surged up to 13 per cent on BSE
after the Union government announced that it will
allow sugar mills to use cane juice or syrup to produce
ethanol, starting November 1, 2024.So far this year,
Balrampur Chini, Bajaj Hindusthan, EID Parry,
Rajshree Sugars, Triveni Engineering shares jumped
up to 46 per cent, as compared to benchmark Nifty 50°s
15 per centrise.

Shares of Dalmia Bharat Sugar and Industries along with
Globus Spirits also made their fresh 52-week highs of
Rs499.20 after rising 13 per cent and Rs 1,019.15 after
surging 13.2 per cent respectively.

Other sugar company stocks that witnessed a surge in
their share price were Dhampur Sugar Mills, Mawana
Sugars, Rajshree Sugars & Chemicals and Dwarikesh
Sugar Industries. The shares of these companies were
also up by 7-9 per cent in an early trading session on
BSE.Nearly all sugar companies saw their shares rise,
with Dalmia Bharat Sugar, Shree Renuka Sugar,
Triveni Engineering, and Bajaj Hindusthan climbing
up to 16 per cent.The policy shift announced in a
notification on August 29, 2024, removes the previous
cap on sugar diversion for ethanolln addition to cane
juice and syrup, the new policy permits the use of B-
Heavy molasses and C-Heavy molasses for ethanol
production. According to the Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, “Sugar mills
and distilleries are allowed to produce ethanol from
sugarcane juice/sugar syrup, B-Heavy molasses as
well as C-Heavy molasses during ESY 2024-25 as per
the agreement with OMCs.

UK's Aviva found guilty in $26 million
fake invoice scandal in India: Report

New Delhi. The Income Tax Department
has accused British insurer Aviva of
breaching local regulations by using a
system of fake invoices and clandestine
cash payments to bypass commission
caps for sales agents, reported news
agency Reuters.According to the report,
this discovery was made by the
Directorate General of GST Intelligence,
which is responsible for monitoring
indirect tax violations.The report, based
on a notice sent to Aviva on August 3rd,
revealed that the insurer’s India business
paid approximately $26 million between
2017 and 2023 to entities that supposedly
provided marketing and training
services.However, the tax notice alleged
that these vendors did not do any actual
work. Instead, they served as a front for
transferring funds to Aviva's agents,
enabling the company to bypass
regulatory limits on agent commissions.

The Directorate General of GST
Intelligence described the situation as a
"deep-rooted conspiracy," with Aviva and
its officials allegedly using fake invoices

Reliance bonus issue: What is it and
how will it benefit RIL shareholders

New Delhi Reliance Industries Limited
(RIL) is gearing up to reward its
shareholders with a 1:1 bonus share
issue, marking the sixth such gesture in
the company’s history.The
announcement by RIL Chairman
Mukesh Ambani during the company’s
Annual General Meeting (AGM) is
seen as a strategic move to enhance
liquidity and broaden investor
participation in Reliance’s stock.

Whatis abonus issue?
A bonus issue, also known as a bonus

share issue, occurs when a company
distributes additional shares to its
existing shareholders at no cost to
them.These shares are issued out of the
company's accumulated reserves or
profits, converting a portion of the
company's retained earnings into share
capital. The process increases the total
number of shares held by shareholders

to divert funds to insurance distributors.
"Aviva and its officials have indulged in a
deep-rooted conspiracy and used the
modus of fake invoices (without receipt
of services) to pass on certain money to ...
insurance distributors of Aviva,"
investigators wrote in the notice, Reuters
reported.Such "show cause" notices
usually require companies to explain why
authorities should not impose penalties
for their actions.This case is part of a
broader investigation involving over a
dozen Indian insurers for allegedly
evading $610 million in unpaid taxes,
interest, and penalties.The notice
indicated that Aviva wrongly claimed tax
credits on the $26 million in fake
invoices, thereby evading $5.2 million in
taxes.Aviva has not yet issued any
statement on the development.A source
familiar with the situation mentioned that
the company intends to challenge the
allegations but has not yet formally
responded, reported Reuters.Alleged
fake invoices and cash paymentsThe tax
agency's 205-page report included emails
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and WhatsApp messages between Aviva
executives and insurance distributors,
discussing ways to circumvent
compensation regulations.

The report also summarised interviews
conducted by tax officials, including one
with Aviva India’s Chief Financial
Officer, Sonali Athalye, who explained
the process of making the payments.

One significant finding was an email from
2019, in which Trevor Bull, the then-CEO
of Aviva India, was copied.The email
discussed payments exceeding regulatory
limits, indicating that senior management
was aware of these practices. Both Bull
and Athalye, along with Indian tax and

insurance authorities, did not respond to
requests for comment.The tax notice
stated that Aviva could face penalties
amounting to roughly $11 million, a sum
equivalent to its 2023 profit from life
insurance sales in India.Aviva operates
in India through a joint venture with
Dabur Invest Corp, a well-known local
firm.Aviva holds a 74% stake in the
business, which it increased from 49%
in 2022. Despite being a relatively small
market for Aviva, India is considered a
growth market by the company, given its
status as the world's most populous
nation.India's life insurance sector,
though competitive, represents a smaller
portion of the national GDP compared to
the UK.Data from India's insurance
regulator shows that life insurance
premiums accounted for 3% of the
national GDP, whereas the figure in
Britain stands at 8.1%.The tax notice
suggested that Aviva's actions were part
of a broader strategy to increase its
market share in this challenging
environment.

Vistara-Air India merger: Check
impact on ticket bookings, flight

operations and more

New Delhi The merger between Vistara and Air
India is on track to be finalised by November 12,

2024.
receive an additional share, The development comes after Singapore Airlines

effectively doubling their holdings
without any additional
investment.The bonus issue, which
will be considered on September 5,
is expected to not only boost
investor confidence but also
improve the stock’s liquidity,
making it more accessible to a
wider base of
investors.Historically, Reliance has
consistently rewarded its
shareholders with bonus shares,
with previous issues in 1980, 1983,
1997, 2009, and 2017.The
upcoming bonus issue is in line with

(SIA) announced that it had received approval
from the Indian government for foreign direct
investment (FDI), marking a significant step in
the merger process.The integration, first
revealed in November 2022, is set to create one
of the largest airline groups globally, combining
the strengths of two major players in the aviation
industry. The merger is seen as a strategic move
by Tata Group, which owns Air India, to
strengthen its position in the global aviation
market.Impact on existing bookings, flight
operations and moreBooking cut-off date:
Starting September 3, 2024, customers cannot
book Vistara flights for travel on or after
November 12, 2024.Booking transition: All

proportionately. The main purpose of a
bonus issue is to make the shares more
affordable and liquid, which can attract
more investors and enhance
marketability.

What does it mean for RIL investors?

but does not change the overall value of For investors, this means that for every

their holdings, as the share price adjusts

share they currently hold, they will

Reliance’s long-standing tradition
of sharing its growth and success with
its shareholders.While the number of
shares an investor holds will increase,
the overall value of their investment
remains the same as the share price
adjusts to account for the additional
shares.

Jio creating one of most
advanced 5G networks: Ambani

NEW DELHI. Reliance Jio has Itannounced the launch of its Al tool Jio

transformed India from 5G-dark to 5G-
bright, creating one of the world’s most
advanced 5G networks, said
Mukesh Ambani, chairman
and managing director of
Reliance Industries.

Ambani, speaking at its Annual
General Meeting, mentioned
that the 5G services provided by
the company have achieved the
world’s fastest 5G adoption, and
in just two years, over 130
million users have embraced 5G
services. Ambani added that India
is now the world’s largest data
market.

“Jio’s network carries nearly 8% of
global mobile traffic, surpassing even
major global operators, including
those in developed markets,” he said.
Over 85% of the 5G radio cells
operating in India belong to Jio.

Brain to streamline Al adoption in
October. Ambani said Jio Brain will
enable it to accelerate Al adoption

across Jio, driving faster decisions,
more accurate predictions, and a better
understanding of customer needs.The
chairman announced Jio AI-Cloud
Welcome offer, which will provide up
to 100 GB free cloud storage to

consumers. The offer is set to launch
starting Diwali this year.“We are
thrilled to announce the Jio AI-Cloud
Welcome offer. Jio users will get up to

100 GB of free cloud storage to
securely store and access their
photos, videos, documents, and
other content. We plan to launch
Jio AI-Cloud Welcome offer
starting Diwali this year.”RIL
has spent over Rs 3,643 crore
($437 mn) in FY24 towards
R&D, taking its total research
spend to over Rs 11,000 crore
($1.5 bn) in the last four years. It
has filed over 2,555 patents,
mainly in areas such as bio-
energy, solar energy, and high-
value chemicals. It has filed patents in
6G, 5G, Al large language models, Al
deep learning, big data, devices,
Internet of Things, and narrowband
[oT.

bookings for routes previously operated by
Vistara will be redirected to Air India’s website.
Continued availability: Vistara will continue to
accept bookings and operate flights until
November 11, 2024, ensuring no immediate

disruption.Rebranding of aircraft: From
November 12, 2024, all Vistara aircraft will be
operated under the Air India brand, effectively
ending Vistara’s independent operations.
Seamless transition: Both airlines are committed
to ensuring a smooth transition with minimal
impact on flight schedules and services during
the rebranding process.FAQs and guidance:
Comprehensive FAQs will be available on
Vistara’s website to help customers navigate the
changes.Support channels: Both airlines will
actively communicate updates through their
websites, social media, and emails to keep
customers informed and supported throughout
the transition.Enhanced service offerings: The
merger is expected to provide customers with
more travel options, an expanded fleet, and a

unified loyalty program.

'Jan Dhan Yojana pivotal in boosting
financial inclusion': PM Modi

Speaking at the Global Fintech
Fest (GFF), he mentioned how the
scheme has heen a game-
changer in ensuring that banking
services reach every corner of

the country.

NEW DELHI. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday highlighted the crucial
role of the Jan Dhan Yojana in boosting
financial inclusion across India.Speaking
at the Global Fintech Fest (GFF), he
mentioned how the scheme has been a
game-changer in ensuring that banking
services reach every corner of the
country.PM Modi mentioned that the Jan
Dhan Yojana has not only brought more
people into the formal banking system
but has also empowered women
significantly.He said that over the past
decade, more than 29 crore bank accounts
have been opened for women under the
scheme, which has enabled them to save
money and make investments, thereby

giving them more control over their
finances.The Prime Minister pointed out
that the combination of affordable mobile
phones, cheaper data, and zero balance
Jan Dhan accounts has been
transformative."Cheaper phones and
data, along with zero balance Jan
Dhan accounts, have created
wonders," he said, underlining the
impact these factors have had on
financial inclusion.PM Modi also
discussed the success of the MUDRA
loans, which have played a key role in
supporting small businesses across
the country.

He shared that Rs 27 trillion in credit
has been disbursed through MUDRA
loans, with women accounting for
70% of the beneficiaries.This
highlights the significant role that
financial inclusion schemes like Jan
Dhan and MUDRA are playing in
empowering women entrepreneurs.The
Prime Minister also praised the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) system, calling
it a shining example of India’s FinTech
success.

He said that UPI has made digital payments

accessible to everyone, whether they live
in a village or a city."In the whole world,
India’s UPI has become a great example
of FinTech. Today, whether it is a village
or a city, whether it is cold or hot, whether

it is raining or snowing, in India, banking
service continues for 24 hours, 7 days,
and 12 months," he said.

PM Modi further remarked on how the
world is amazed by India's fintech
diversity, adding that the country’s
fintech revolution is not only improving
financial inclusion but also driving

innovation.He mentioned that the market
is currently in a "festive mood,"
reflecting the positive sentiment around
India's fintech achievements.During his
speech, PM Modi also shared that the
fintech industry in India has
attracted over $31 billion in
investment over the last
decade.He highlighted the
impressive growth of startups
in this sector, noting that they
have recorded a growth of
over 500%. The availability of
cheap data, mobile phones,
and the widespread adoption
of zero balance Jan Dhan
accounts have been
instrumental in this rapid
growth.Looking ahead, the
Prime Minister expressed
optimism about the future of India’s
fintech sector, stating, "The best is yet to
come."

He also urged fintech regulators to focus on

key areas such as preventing cyber fraud
and increasing digital awareness among
the public.
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Acid attack, rain, and a gangrape-
murder that shook Bengal 42 years ago

A cold-blooded gangrape and murder on a rainy June night in 1982 left the town of Cooch Behar, in West Bengal, scarred forever.

New Delhi:June in Cooch Behar is the month
of incessant rain. It was the June of 1982.
The Jyoti Basu government had just come
to power. CPI(M) was at the peak of
prominence in the state of West Bengal.Up
north, a young woman had left her
Balurghat home and moved to Cooch Behar
for a government job. She was employed as
the staff nurse at the state-run Maharaja
Jitendra Narayan Hospital. She lived on
rent with her sister and brother-in-law in a
small house off an old post office in the
town. The para, or locality, was known by
that post office. Like every other workday,
she came home in the evening. It was
raining cats and dogs, like it is with rain in
North Bengal.

June in Cooch Behar is the month of incessant
rain. [t was the June of 1982. The Jyoti Basu
government had just come to power.
CPI(M) was at the peak of prominence in

the state of West Bengal.Up north, a
young woman had left her Balurghat
home and moved to Cooch Behar for a

government job. She was employed as a»'
the staff nurse at the state-run Maharaja !

Jitendra Narayan Hospital. She lived on
rent with her sister and brother-in-law in a
small house off an old post office in the
town. The para, or locality, was known by
that post office. Like every other
workday, she came home in the evening. It
was raining cats and dogs, like it is with rain
in North Bengal.

It rained all night that June day, and it rained
through the next day. The roads of the town
were inundated.The nurse's neighbours
raised an alarm early in the morning. They
found her naked, half-dead, unable to
speak, allegedly gangraped. Her throat was
scalded. Her private parts burnt. A bottle of
acid had been poured into her mouth

through a Ryle's tube to ensure she never
identified her rapists. The same acid was
used to wipe off all physical marks of the
rape. The tin roof of her home swallowed
her cries that night. The rain was just too
loud.A few good men hailed a cycle-
rickshaw and helped her still-alive body on
to it. They then pushed the rickshaw for a
kilometre, through the knee-deep water of
that June day, to MJN Hospital. She was
admitted to her workplace. Sometime later,
she died.The long arm of law caught hold of

ten men but justice was many miles
away. Of these ten, three served a ten-
year jail term. They then secured bail
from a higher court. The other seven
were let go. The main men behind the
crime were allegedly very powerful,
very close to the ruling government.
Their power and the people in power
shielded them from the blind eyes of
justice. Her screams, once silenced by
the rain and a bottle of acid, were silenced
again in the courts of justice.Some of the
real perpetrators were also interrogated by
the police. But the power of the party in
power reigned supreme. They had to be let
go. No police officer in-charge was allowed
to speak on the record. Questions posed to
them were met with sad, wistful smiles.
This was a time before mobile phones were
mainstream, and social media the mainstay
of people. Cooch Behar was not a place that

usually needed many journalists. Nothing
really happened in that small town. So,
when the story finally made it to a fledgling
daily called Uttar Banga Sambad the next
day, public rage spilled on to the streets.

Cooch Behar reclaimed the voice of the girl

who was gangraped, killed in cold blood,
doused in acid. But all of the town's cries
fell on the deaf ears of blind justice.A few
days later, the nurse's grief-stricken father
breathed his last. Her sister and brother-in-
law are still waiting for justice for their
bright-eyed girl, forty-two years later.The
town has seen forty-two Junes, eight
governments, three chief ministers, and two
political parties in power since then. It has
seen inundated roads and government
apathy. It still rains cats and dogs every
June. Every oldtimer in the town sighs,
cries, shakes their head when that June is
broughtup.

Rights body's notice to

Bengal Governor meets Over d doze“ leaders from AAP, BJP jOin Kolkata cops over 'barbaric’

Amit Shah, discusses
Kolkata rape-murder case

New Delhi: West Bengal Governor CV Ananda Bose met
Union Home Minister Amit Shah today at his residence
to discuss the law and order situation in the state in the
light of the rape and murder of a Kolkata trainee doctor at
RG Kar hospital in Kolkata. The meeting continued for
nearly an hour.According to sources, the Governor
provided detailed information on the current situation in
West Bengal.Protests erupted nationwide, particularly in
Kolkata, over the trainee doctor’s rape and murder, with
protesters demanding swift action in the case. In
Kolkata, protesting university students led the crowds,
on August 27, in breaking through barricades set up by
security forces to demand the resignation of West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee for her handling of the
case.

The governor arrived in Delhi yesterday evening for the
scheduled meeting.Last week, Governor CV Ananda
Bose also met with President Droupadi Murmu and Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar to brief them on the RG Kar
incident and the subsequent events that unfolded in the
state.

The body of the woman postgraduate trainee was found in
a seminar hall at the hospital on August 9 morning. A
civic volunteer, Sanjay Roy, was arrested the next day in
connection with the crime.The Kolkata Police and
hospital administration were criticised for their handling
of the trainee doctor's case, with the Supreme Court
highlighting the 14-hour delay in filing of the FIR.The
case is now being probed by the Central Bureau of
Investigation.

Revanth Reddy regrets
remarks on K Kavitha's bail:
Highest regard for judiciary

New Delhi: Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
on Friday apologised for his remarks about the bail
granted to Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) leader K
Kavitha in the Delhi liquor policy case. This comes a
day after the Supreme Court reprimanded him for his
comments about a 'deal' between the BJP and the BRS
for securing bail for Kavitha.In a post on X, Reddy
wrote that he has "the highest regard and full faith" in
the Indian Judiciary."l understand that certain press
reports dated 29th August, 2024 containing comments
attributed to me have given the impression that [ am
questioning the judicial wisdom of the Hon’ble Court.
I reiterate that I am a firm believer of the judicial
process.] unconditionally express my regret for the
statements reflected in the press reports," the
Telangana Chief Minister wrote.

The Congress leader alleged that his comments were
"taken out of context" and stressed that he has
"unconditional respect and the highest regard for the
Judiciary and its independence".The Supreme Court
granted bail to K Kavitha in the Delhi excise policy
scam case on August 27, observing that prolonged
incarceration before being pronounced guilty of an
offence should not be permitted to become a
punishment without trial. After the court verdict, the
Telangana Chief Minister commented, "It is a fact that
BRS worked for the victory of the BJP in the 2024 LS
polls. There is also talk that Kavitha got bail because
of the deal between BRS and BIJP".Strongly
criticising these comments, the Supreme Court on
Thursday observed that such statements might create
apprehensions in the minds of people. "Do we pass
orders after consultations with political parties?" the
court asked angrily, voicing displeasure"Have you
read in the newspaper what he said? Just read what he
has stated. What sort of statement is this by a
responsible chief minister. That might rightly create
apprehension in the minds of people. Is this a kind of
statement which should be made by a chief minister?
A constitutional functionary is speaking in this
manner," a three-judge bench headed by Justice B R
Gavai told senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi, appearing
for Reddy.The bench continued, "Why should they
drag court in political rivalry? Do we pass orders after
consultations with political parties? We are not
bothered by politicians or if anybody criticises our
orders. We do our duty as per conscience and oath".

Congress ahead of Delhi Assembly polls

New Delhi:More than a dozen leaders
from the BJP and AAP joined the
Congress in Delhi on Thursday ahead

of next year's Assembly
polls.At a ceremony held at
Rajiv Bhawan, the
headquarters of the
Congress's Delhi unit,
leaders from the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
formally joined the
Congress and were
welcomed by Delhi
Congress chief Devender
Yadav.

made him vomit, calling it an
"allergic reaction". Shiv Sena
leader Tanaji Sawant stirred a
controversy when he stated that
he had never agreed with the
NCP throughout his life. He
likened his relationship with
the NCP to "sitting on their lap
but feeling nauseous as soon as
I get up".Tanaji Sawant's
remarks sharp reaction from
the Nationalist Congress
Party.NCP spokesperson

Member of Legislative Council
(MLC) Amol Mitkari condemned
Sawant’s remark and asked whether it
was the responsibility of only his

party to keep the alliance intact.

“We are quite only to maintain the

%m’

“Leaders from both BJP and AAP,
along with their supporters, are
transitioning to the Congress,
motivated by the party's progressive

Feel nauseous when [ sit with Ajit Pawar:
Row over Shinde Sena leader's remark

Dharashiv:A leader of the Eknath
Shinde-led Shiv Sena said on
Thursday that the party's proximity to
the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)

Mallikarjun Kharge and Rahul
Gandhi,” Yadav said.During the
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event, Yadav specifically welcomed
Amarlatha Sangwan, a former
councillor and MLA candidate from
Timarpur, back to the Congress fold.

coalition dharma. It is only the chief
minister who can treat his nausea,”
the NCP leader said.Speaking at an
event, Tanaji Sawant had said, "Tam a

|

Shiv Sainik. It is true that in our lives,
we have never gotten along with the
Congress or the NCP. It’s like an
allergic reaction, where just the mere
presence causes discomfort and
nausea. The ideologies are
completely different, and therefore, it

and

policies and the strong leadership of
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action on Nabanna protesters

New Delhi:The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) on Friday issued a
notice to Kolkata Police seeking a report on the
"barbaric" and "brutal" assault on the
protesters during the 'Nabanna Abhijan'rallies.

In its notice, issued to the Kolkata Police
Commissioner, the human rights body has
sought an "action taken" report in 14 days.On
August 27, the 'Nabanna Abhijan' march was
called demanding justice for the 31-year-old
trainee doctor, capital punishment for the
culprit, and the resignation of West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.

Large-scale violence was reported in Kolkata

“Sangwan will strengthen the party's
position. She criticised the BIJP's
communal politics and lack of focus
on public welfare,” Yadav

. said.

Several senior Congress
~  members, including former
MLA Anil Bhardwaj,
Communication Department
Chairman Kunwar Karan
| Singh and other veteran
Delhi Congress leaders, were
present at the function. With
the upcoming Assembly
elections in sight, the
Congress is working to =
regain its voter base by targeting the }
AAP government. The party plans to
soon launch a campaign highlighting
its 15-year rule in Delhi.

and adjacent Howrah during the 'Nabanna
Abhijan' protest march after protestors, aiming
to reach the West Bengal state secretariat,
Nabanna, fought pitched battles with the
police at multiple stoppage points.The
violence, which lasted for nearly four hours,
led to several injuries on both sides, with senior
police officers and women protestors among
those who were hurt.

After the protest, more than 200 people were
arrested from across the state by the police.

Police resorted to large-scale lathi-charge,
unleashed water cannons and lobbed tear gas
shells to disperse the aggressive crowd who
poured in from multiple converging points at
Nabanna.The ‘Nabanna Abhijan’ call was
given by an unregistered student body
'Paschim Banga Chhatra Samaj' and a
dissident state government employees'
platform 'Sangrami Joutha Mancha' who
demanded the resignation of state Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee over the alleged
rape-murder of a medic at RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital on August 9.

is not possible to be in agreement with

them".He went on to add, "Even

when I sit together in the cabinet with

NCP chief Ajit Pawar, as soon as I
step outside, I feel nauseous. It
is something that cannot be
tolerated, and at the age of 60, it
is not something that cannot be
changed. We are committed to
our principles".

Tanaji Sawant’s recent remarks
have sparked concerns of a
significant dispute within the
Maha Vikas Aghadi
coalition.This isn't the first
time Tanaji Sawant has been at

the center of controversy. Last year, a
video surfaced showing him
allegedly pressuring a senior police
officer in Dharashiv (Osmanabad)
district to transfer a police inspector,
causing widespread debate and
criticism.

BJP "forcing’ Chief Secretary to quit, appoint
Eknath Shinde aide: Aaditya Thackeray

Mumbai. Shiv Sena (UBT) leader |
Aaditya Thackeray on Thursday b
slammed the Maharashtra
government over reports on
removing the state's first woman
Chief Secretary with someone with <3
the backing of Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde and invoked President
Droupadi Murmu's recent statement
on women's safety while speaking
about the rape-murder of a trainee
doctor in Kolkata.Thackeray's
reaction came after Maharashtra
Congress leader Sachin Sawant shared
local reports that claimed that Chief
Secretary Sujata Saunik could be replaced
with former Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) chief Igbal Singh
Chahal, who was recently appointed
Additional Chief Secretary (Home), and
facing corruption allegations."Just as the
President of India, Murmu ji, speaks about
countering the mindset that sees women
as 'less powerful, less capablea€a',
reports state that the BJP-Mindhe
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Thackeray tweeted.
illegal Chief Minister and BJP want

mindhe-BJP mindset that tries to

government in Maharashtra is working on
making Chief Secretary Sujata Saunik ji
resign even before her tenure ends, to
accommodate one of their favorites who
can help BJP loot Maharashtra,"

"What a shame! Why should she resign
before her tenure ends? Only because the

man who can give contracts to their ladka
(male) contractors? This is the same

women votes through Ladki Bahin, but

has cabinet ministers who have been
accused of crimes against women," he
alleged.Earlier, Sawant alleged that a
reported move was being made to
appoint Saunik as the state election
commissioner and pressure her to make
way for Chahal in her place. He
questioned whether this was being done
to facilitate Chahal's appointment as the
Chief Minister with the help of a
confidant of Shinde.Notably, Chahal
has been embroiled in several scams,
including the alleged irregularities in
contracts for Covid care centres during the
pandemic. His recent appointment as the
Additional Chief Secretary (Home) in the
state government snowballed into a
controversy, with the Opposition
slamming the move.Sawant also cited the
transfer of IAS officer V Radha from the
agriculture department due to alleged
disagreements with Agriculture Minister
Dhananjay Munde, who belongs to the
Ajit Pawar faction of the NCP, which is a
part of the Shinde-led government.His

allegations came against the backdrop of
the post of the Maharashtra Election
Commission that will become vacant
following the completion of five years by
retired IAS officer UPS Madan. For the
new commissioner, the names of retired
IAS officers Manoj Saunik (Sujata's
husband), Nitin Kareer and Shrikant
Deshpande, and serving IAS officers
Rajiv Jalota and Rajgopal Deora are doing
the rounds.According to sources, Saunik
is reportedly not very interested and has
not yet applied for the post of state
election commissioner.

Saunik, a 1987 IAS officer, became the first
woman Chief Secretary of the state on
June 30 and her term is till May 31, 2025,
when she will turn 60. If she is appointed
as the state election commissioner, she
will get a term of five years.Born on June
15, 1965, Saunik is a resident of Haryana.
Her husband, Manoj Saunik, is a resident
of Bihar and both are IAS officers of the
same batch. Manoj Saunik earlier served
as the Maharashtra Chief Secretary.

their

lure
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Barry Stanton X account
suspended for racist
posts on Indians, users
call out Musk

World The X handle of an anonymous social
media user, Barry Stanton
(@barrystantonGBP), who went viral for
his racist posts and rants in which he
criticised Indians and Indian immigrants,
was suspended on Friday. The action came
after Stanton's posts were flagged by
hundreds of irate Indians, with several even
calling out X owner Elon Musk for not
suspending the account.The suspension of
the account became a subject of intense
debate and memes on X. The hashtag
"suspended" was among the top trends on X
on Friday morning.Stanton, who has a
verified handle with over 1.8 lakh followers,
has shared several cartoons and memes
depicting Indians defecating in the open.He
also praised a post on X on how to drive
Indians away from "white neighbourhoods".
Several hateful and abusive posts against
Jews and Africans have also been tweeted
from the handle.

barry stanton

An X user, Akshit Singh, tweeted that he had
flagged the Barry Stanton account to
Minister of Information and Broadcasting
Ashwini Vaishnaw and the UK High
Commission in India. He sought an
investigation into the activities of the 'Barry
Stanton' X account."This account has been
engaging in the propagation of hate speech
and offensive remarks that target
individuals based on race and nationality,"
he said in his complaint."Musk has opened
the gates of hell. It's been proven, in fact,
that the current Twitter algorithm is pushing
racist tweets up against Indians," another
user commented.

Israel, Hamas agree to
3-day pause in fighting
for Gaza polio
vaccinations: WHO

Tel Aviv/Gaza City Israel's military and
Palestinian terror group Hamas have agreed
to three separate, zoned three-day pauses in
fighting in Gaza to allow for the first round of
vaccination of 640,000 children against polio,
a senior WHO official said on Thursday.The
vaccination campaign is due to start on
Sunday, with the pauses scheduled to take
place between 6 am and 3 pm (local time),
said Rik Peeperkorn, the World Health
Organisation's senior official for the
Palestinian territories.He said the campaign
would start in central Gaza with three
consecutive daily pauses in fighting, then
move to southern Gaza, where there would be
another three-day pause, followed by
northern Gaza. Peeperkorn added there was
an agreement to extend the pause in each zone
to a fourth day if needed."From our
experience, we know an additional day or two
is very often needed to achieve sufficient
coverage," Mike Ryan, WHO emergencies
director, told the UN Security Council on
Thursday during a meeting on the
humanitarian situation in Gaza.

A second round of vaccination would be
required four weeks after the first round, said
"At least 90 per cent of coverage is needed
during each round of the campaign in order to
stop the outbreak and prevent international
spread of polio," Ryan said.The WHO
confirmed on August 23 that one baby had
been paralysed by the type 2 polio virus, the

first such case in Gaza in 25 years.

"We are ready to cooperate with international
organisations to secure this campaign,
serving and protecting more than 650,000
Palestinian children in the Gaza Strip,"
Hamas official Basem Naim told Reuters.

Pope Francis, 87, Defies
Health Concerns With
Ambitious 12-Day

Journey Across Four
Nations

Vatican City, By embarking aged 87 on the
farthest journey of his papacy, Pope Francis
is doing something some believed
impossible — and seeking to silence those
who doubt his ability to fulfil his role.The
pontiff’s 12-day trip to Indonesia, Papua
New Guinea, East Timor and Singapore
starting next week involves 43 hours of flight
time and a distance of 32,000 kilometres
(almost 20,000 miles).years by health issues,
sparking speculation he might step down as
head of the Catholic ChurchThe trip was
originally planned for 2020 but postponed
due to the Covid pandemic, and now takes
place just three months before his 88th
birthday.

Weeks ago few observers thought Francis was
capable of such a gruelling voyage, with the
corridors of the Vatican buzzing with
concerns over his health.At Easter, the
holiest week in the Christian calendar,
Francis withdrew from several events,
weakened by a lingering flu.Months earlier,
bronchitis caused him to cancel a trip to
United Nations climate talks in Dubai in
December.In June 2023, he also underwent
hernia surgery that left him hospitalised for
10 days.Now some are wondering: is it
reasonable for the octogenarian to keep up
the frantic pace, with 16 speeches and
countless meetings and ceremonies
scheduled across four countries?The pope
still believes that we need to push a little
further,” a senior Vatican diplomat told AFP.
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5 dead as Typhoon Shanshan hits Japan,
power lines ‘snapped flight ops hit

Tokyo. Typhoon Shanshan slowly barrelled

up the Japanese archipelago Friday,
dumping torrential rains and causing
transport havoc as its reported death toll
reached five.The typhoon, one of the
strongest to hit Japan in decades, had
weakened by early morning, though gusts
were still reaching 126 kilometres (78 miles)
per hour.Even before making landfall on the
island of Kyushu, a landslide caused by the
heavy rains preceding it killed three
members of the same family late Tuesday in
Aichi prefecture, around 1,000 kilometres
(600 miles) away.Two more people were
reported to have died including a man last
seen on a small boat in Kyushu and another
whose two-storey home partially collapsed
in Tokushima prefecture on the
neighbouring island of Shikoku.At least 81
others have been injured, including many
hurt by broken glass after the typhoon
smashed windows and ripped tiles off roofs
when it slammed into Kyushu on Thursday
with gusts up to 252 kph.Authorities issued
their highest alert in several areas, with more
than five million people advised to evacuate,
although it was unclear how many did.As far
away as the town of Ninomiya near Tokyo,

Kamala Harris's nod to Republican in

authorities urged residents to take
"immediate measures" to secure safety such
as moving to higher floors after a local river
flooded.Some parts of Kyushu saw record
rains for August, with the town of Misato
recording a staggering 791.5 millimetres (31

inches) in 48 hours, the Japan
Meteorological Agency said.Power cuts hit

more than 250,000 Kyushu households but
the utility operator said Friday that only
6,500 were still without electricity as
engineers repaired damaged transmission
lines.Overnight, many motorways were
fully or partially closed in Kyushu, as well as
others further afield, media reports
said.Shinkansen bullet trains remained

cabinet, if elected: Diversity of opinion

World The Democratic candidate for the
US presidential election, Kamala Harris,
on Thursday (US time) said that she might
name a Republican to her cabinet if
elected, in her first interview since being
nominated for the November election.
She emphasised "diversity" and serving as
President for “all Americans,” but said she
did not have a particular name in mind.

“But I would, I think. I think it’s really
important. [ have spent my career inviting
diversity of opinion. I think it’s important
to have people at the table when some of
the most important decisions are being
made that have different views, different
experiences. And I think it would be to the
benefit of the American public to have a
member of my Cabinet who was a
Republican," Vice President Harris told
CNN’s Dana Bash.US presidents have
previously appointed members of the
opposite party to their Cabinet. However,

Harris,

When specifically asked about reversals of

no such move has been made during the
tenure of Joe Biden or former president
Donald Trump in the past eight years.

in her interview, explained her
stance on several policy matters and
insisted that her “values have not
changed,” even as she is “seeking
consensus’.

fracking and decriminalising illegal
border crossings, she said, “I think the
most important and most significant
aspect of my policy perspective and
decisions is my values have not
changed".“I believe it is important to
build consensus. It is important to find a
common place of understanding where we
can actually solve the problem," Harris
said.Said further said, if elected, her
administration would renew a push for
comprehensive border legislation that
would tighten migration into the United

States.
followed and enforced, that address and
deal with people who cross our border
illegally,
consequences," she said.

On Israel’s war with Hamas in Gaza, Harris
said, “T am unequivocal and unwavering
in my commitment to Israel’s defence and
its ability to defend itself.” But the vice
president also reiterated what she’s said
for months, that civilian deaths are too
high amid the fighting.She also brushed
off Republican Donald Trump’s
questioning of her racial identity after he
said she “happened to turn Black.” Harris,
who is of Black and South Asian heritage,
said it was the “same old, tired playbook.”

Harris,
Democratic candidate for the presidential
race after Joe Biden opted out, is set to
debate with rival Donald Trump on
September 10.

"We have laws that have to be

and there should be

who was nominated as the

Danish court rejects extradition of Purulia arms drop case mastermind to India

World A Danish court on Thursday
rejected India's request for the extradition
of Niels Holck, also known as Kim Peter
Davy, who is wanted in connection with
the Purulia arms drop case.On the night
of December 17, 1995, a Latvian
Antonov An-26 aircraft flew over Indian
airspace, dropping a cache of weapons
over the village of Joupur in West
Bengal's Purulia district. The
consignment was allegedly meant for a
rebel group in West Bengal.For years,
New Delhi has sought Davy's extradition
to stand trial in an Indian court. However,
the Danish court rejected India's request,
stating that sending him to India would
violate Denmark's extradition act due to a
risk that he would be subjected to

According to Davy's lawyer,

Davy previously admitted in a Danish court

treatment in breach of the European
Convention on Human Rights.Anders
Rechendorff, the public prosecutor who
last year nominated Davy for a handover
to stand trial in India, told news agency
Reuters that it had yet to be decided
whether the decision would be appealed.

Jonas
Christoffersen, the guarantees provided
by India were not valid. "It's been six
years of negotiating the conditions
between the public prosecutor and India.
Now the court says that his safety can't be
guaranteed," Christoffersen told Reuters.

that he was onboard the cargo plane with
six others, smuggling weapons into West

Bengal in December 1995. He also
admitted to the fact that the arms were
intended for people associated with
Ananda Marga, arebel movement.

WHAT IS THE PURULIA ARMS DROP
CASE?

On December 17, 1995, an Antonov An-26
aircraft dropped a consignment in
Joupur. This included hundreds of AK-47
rifles,
launchers, and over 25,000 rounds of
ammunition, allegedly meant for Ananda
Marga, a socio-spiritual organisation
with a history of militancy.The aircraft,
piloted by a crew led by Peter Bleach, a
former British Army officer turned arms
dealer.

anti-tank grenades, rocket

Jerusalem, Israel

suspended in Kyushu and were also halted
on the major route between Tokyo and
Osaka, with operators warning of
disruptions elsewhere.Japan Airlines and
ANA had already announced the
cancellation of more than 600 flights
between them for Friday, having scrapped a
similar number the previous day, affecting
almost 50,000 passengers.Auto giant Toyota
suspended production at all 14 of its
factories in Japan.Nissan and Honda also
halted operations at their Kyushu plants, as
did chipmakers including Tokyo Electron,
reports said.

Shanshan comes in the wake of Typhoon
Ampil, which dumped heavy rain that
disrupted hundreds of flights and trains this
month but caused only minor injuries and
damage.Typhoons in the region have been
forming closer to coastlines, intensifying
more rapidly and lasting longer over land
due to climate change, according to a study
released last month.

Another released by World Weather
Attribution (WWA) on Thursday said that
climate change turbocharged Typhoon
Gaemi, which killed dozens of people across
the Philippines, Taiwan and China this year.

ABBA asks Donald Trump
not to play their music

while campaigning

World Swedish supergroup ABBA has asked
Donald Trump to stop using their music at
campaign rallies, but the Republican presidential
nominee’s campaign says it has permission.

“ABBA has recently discovered the unauthorised
use of their music and videos at a Trump event
through videos that appeared online,”
statement to The Associated Press from the band,
whose hits include “Waterloo,” “The Winner
Takes It All” and “Money, Money, Money.”“As a
result,
promptly requested the removal and deletion of
such content. No request has been received,
therefore, no permission or licence has been
granted.”A spokesman for the Trump campaign
said it had obtained a licence. “The campaign had
a licence to play ABBA music through our
agreement with BMI and ASCAP,” the
spokesperson told the AP.

ABBA joins a long list of performers who’ve
objected to Trump using their songs. Ahead of the
2020 election, that included Bruce Springsteen,
Rihanna, Phil Collins, Pharrell, John Fogerty, Neil
Young, Eddy Grant, Panic! at the Disco, R.E.M.
and Guns N’ Roses.This cycle, Celine Dion asked
the candidate to stop using “My Heart Will Go On”
and Beyoncé blocked Trump from using her song
“Freedom” in a campaign video. In 2016, Adele
asked Trump to quit playing her songs at political
rallies.Campaigns don’t need an artist’s express
permission to play their songs at rallies as long as
the political organisation or the venue has gotten
what’s known as a blanket licence from the
performing rights organisations ASCAP and BMI.

Swedish daily newspaper Svenska Dagbladet said
its reporter in July attended a Trump rally in
Minnesota where “The Winner Takes it All” was
played. Universal Music in Sweden said videos
had surfaced of ABBA’s music being played
during at least one Trump event.

ABBA, who have scored 20 songs on the Billboard
Hot 100, mostly in the 1970s and 1980s, released a
comeback album, “Voyage,” in 2021.

said a

ABBA and its representatives have

Want more babies: Trump says would fund lVF then 'backs' abortion rights

w# An Israeli tank maneuvers near the border with

Gaza, amid the Israel-Hamas conflict, in southern

Israel August 29, 2024. (Reuters)
w Israel has agreed to three-day humanitarian pauses

in Gaza for polio vaccination, with over 640,000
children targeted. WHO emphasizes adherence to

coverage goals

World Inamove likely aimed at appealing to
women voters, Republican presidential
nominee Donald Trump announced on
Thursday that he supports having the
government or insurance companies cover
the costs of in vitro fertilisation (IVF).

"Under the Trump administration, we are
going to be paying for that treatment,"
Trump said in an interview with NBC News.
"Or we're going to be mandating that the
insurance company pay."Health insurance
companies in the US are not currently

Israel has agreed to a
series of three-day “humanitarian pauses”
in Gaza to allow health officials to
administer polio vaccinations to children in
the territory, the World Health Organization
said Thursday.

“The way we discussed and agreed, the

campaign will start on the first of September,
in central Gaza, for three days, and there
will be a humanitarian pause during the
vaccination,” said Rik Peeperkorn, the
agency’s representative for Palestinian
territories. The vaccination rollout will also
cover southern and northern Gaza, which
will each get their own three-day pauses,
Peeperkorn told reporters, adding that Israel
had agreed to allow an additional day if
required. The vaccination campaign aims to
cover more than 640,000 children under the
age of 10.“We stress the critical importance
for all parties to adhere to the commitments
that have been made,” Michael Ryan, WHO
deputy director-general, told the UN

He said that 1.26 million doses of

obligated to cover IVF treatments, which
can cost tens of thousands of dollars. Trump
reiterated that one option would be to have
insurance companies pay "under a
mandate".

The former president unveiled the policy later
at a rally in Michigan, telling the crowd,
"Your government will pay for or your
insurance company will be mandated to pay
for all costs associated with IVF treatment."

Trump also stated his administration would
push for new parents to deduct "major
newborn expenses" from their taxes. "We
want more babies," he added. TRUMP
'BACKS'ABORTION RIGHTS

In the NBC News interview, the Republican
opposed Florida's six-week abortion ban and
indicated support for overturning it. "I'm
going to be voting that we need more than
six weeks," he said.At the same time, he
backed exceptions in abortion laws for cases
where the pregnancy poses a threat to the
mother’s life, or is the result of rape or

Security Council. “At least 90
percent of coverage is needed
during each round of the
campaign in order to stop the
outbreak and prevent
international spread of polio,” he
added.

the NoPV2 vaccine had been
delivered in Gaza, with another
400,000 still to arrive. The
vaccine is administered orally in
two drops. Health workers will
need to return in four weeks’
time to give two more drops to
each child to complete the
vaccination, although so far
there has been no public
discussion of arranging another
pause in the fighting.

Oren Marmorstein, Israel’s foreign affairs

spokesman, said on X that his government
has “has coordinated a large-scale operation

incest. However, Trump’s campaign quickly
moved to clarify his stance on the divisive
issue of abortion."President Trump has not
yet said how he will vote on the ballot
initiative in Florida," said Karoline Leavitt,
Trump's press secretary, in a statement to
NPR. "He simply reiterated that he believes
six weeks is too short."The issue of
reproductive rights has turned into a major
point of contention in the 2024 election. Vice
President Kamala Harris has repeatedly

with WHO and UNICEF to vaccinate
children in the Gaza Strip against polio.”
Hamas said it supports the “UN
humanitarian truce.” Robert Wood, US
deputy ambassador to the United Nations,

attacked Trump's abortion position,
accusing him and the Republican Party
of threatening women's rights,
including access to birth control and
fertility treatments.At the Democratic
National Convention, Harris claimed
that Trump and his party would "limit
access to birth control, ban medication
abortion, enact a nationwide ban on the
procedure, and force states to report on
women's miscarriages and
abortions."The issu of access to
fertility treatments became a political
flashpoint earlier this year when the
Alabama Supreme Court ruled that frozen
embryos were considered children under the
law, leading to a temporary pause in IVF
treatments in the state.Trump's pledge to
support IVF coverage may be seen as an
attempt to moderate his stance and appeal to
voters concerned about his record on
abortion rights. He had urged Alabama
lawmakers to preserve IVF acces.

Israel Agrees To Three-Day 'Humanitarian Pauses' In Gaza For Polio Yaccinations

said it is “vital that this campaign be
implemented without delay.”He
called on Israel to “facilitate access
for agencies carrying out the
vaccination campaign, and for it to
ensure periods of calm and refrain
from military operations during
vaccination campaign periods.” The
United States and European Union
have voiced concern over polio in
Gaza, after the first case there in 25
years was confirmed this month in
anunvaccinated 10-month-old baby.
Poliovirus is highly infectious and
most often spread through sewage
and contaminated water — an
increasingly common problem in
Gaza with much of the territory’s
infrastructure destroyed by Israel in
its war against Hamas. The disease mainly
affects children under the age of five. It can
cause deformities and paralysis, and is
potentially fatal.
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Sophie Devine to resign as New
Zealand T201 skipper after
Women's T20 World Cup

New Delhi. Sophie Devine will step down as
the New Zealand T20I skipper after the
upcoming T20 World Cup in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE). The 34-year-old all-
rounder has led the White Ferns in 56 T20Is
with 25 wins, 28 losses and one tied game.
She led the national team in a few games
from 2014-15 before taking full charge from
Amy Satterthwaite in 2020.Devine, who
also plays for the Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) in the Women’s Premier
League (WPL), said that she wanted to take
some ‘“additional workload” off her
shoulders and also help in the development
of future leaders.

"I'm very proud to have had the privilege to
captain the White Ferns in both formats.
With captaincy comes an additional
workload that, while I've enjoyed taking on,
can also be challenging at times,” Devine
said in a statement."Stepping away from the
T20 captaincy will take a bit off my plate so I
can focus more of my energy on my playing
role and nurturing the future leaders,” she
said.Notready to give up ODI captaincy’

Devine, however, will continue leading in
ODIs with the 50-over World Cup scheduled
to take place next year on Indian soil.

“I'm not ready to give up ODI captaincy just
yet. But I won't be around forever, so I think
stepping away from captaining one format at
atime gives the next leaders time to find their
feet," Devine added.

Devine recently played for Birmingham
Phoenix in the Hundred Women’s
competition. She played six games in which
she scored 117 runs with a top score of 37
and could not pick up a wicket from 13
overs. Devine is currently undergoing
rehabilitation for her foot injury.New
Zealand’s campaign in the T20 World Cup is
set to start on Friday, October 4 at Dubai
International Cricket Stadium.

ENG vs SL: Joe Root remembers
Graham Thorpe after record-

levelling ton at Lord's

New Delhi. Star England batter Joe Root
dedicated his record-breaking innings to late
Graham Thorpe on Day 1 of the second Test
against Sri Lanka at Lord’s. Notably, Root
scored a phenomenal 143 (206) to rescue
England from early trouble after they were at
82/3 after being putin to bat first.

From there on, the 33-year-old stitched crucial
partnerships with Harry Brook (33) and Gus
Atkinson (74) to help his team reach a good
score. Following his innings, Root
remembered his long-term batting mentor
and former England cricketer Graham
Thorpe who died earlier this month."I've
been very lucky to work with a lot of people,
whether it be senior players, coaches,
mentors, and Thorpey was one of those
people that offered me so much," Root was
quoted as saying by ESPNCericinfo.Thorpe,
who played 100 Tests and 82 ODIs for

ai"iba

England, took his own life earlier this month
after a prolonged battle with anxiety. To
honour the former batter, Root pointed out to
the skies after completing his 33rd Test
hundred. Speaking about the moment after
the game, the Yorkshire-born -cricketer
recalled Thorpe’s contributions in his career
stressing upon the fact that he ‘wouldn’t be
here without him’."It was nice to be able to
think of him in that moment. He's someone
that I'm going to sorely miss. He put a lot into
my game, into my career, and without his
help 1 definitely wouldn't be where 1 am
now,” he added.

Joe Root levels with Alastair Cook

Notably, Thorpe also pushed for Root’s
selection in the England squad for the India
tour in 2012 where he went on to make his
debut in the fourth Test in Nagpur and scored
a brilliant 73. Meanwhile, Root equaled
Alastair Cook’s record of scoring most Test
hundreds for England levelling the former
England captain with 33 centuries.It was also
his sixth hundred at Lord’s as he got levelled
with Graham Gooch and Michael Vaughan
who also have six hundreds each to their
name at the historic venue. Courtesy of his
innings, England finished Day 1 on 358/7
with Gus Atkinson (74*) and Matthew Potts

New Delhi.
PCB (Pakistan Cricket Board) Chairman |
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On Thursday, it took Van de Zanschulp an
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Tabraiz Shamsi slammed for poking fun af
Suryakumar Yadav's T20 WC final catch

<South Africa spinner Tabraiz

Shamsi was slammed by
fans for poking fun at
Suryakumar Yadav's
incredible catch from the

120 World Cup 2024 final.

New Delhi. South Africa spinner Tabraiz [§

Shamsi was slammed by fans for poking
fun at Suryakumar Yadav’s iconic catch
from the T20 World Cup 2024 final.
Notably, the India cricketer took a
phenomenal catch in the last over of the
thrilling final to dismiss dangerous David
Miller and turn the game in India’s
favour.However, some section of fans still
questioned the legitimacy of the catch after
the game using different camera angles.
Two months after the nail-biting final in
Barbados, Shamsi shared a hilarious video
from a local cricket game in India where a
fielder takes a close catch on the

boundary.However, the batters quickly run
to check its legitimacy and use a rope to
check whether he stepped onto the virtual
boundary. After a prolonged inspection, it
was found out that the catch was not clear
hence the batters survived. Giving his take
on the hilarious video, Shamsi made a light

remark saying that the method should’ve
been used to check Suryakumar Yadav’s
catch which may have resulted in the
decision in their favour.

“Ifthey used this method to check the catch in
the world cup final maybe it would have

PAK vs BAN: Ramiz Raja comes out in
support of Babar Azam amid poor form

Former Pakistan cricketer and

Ramiz Raja has come out in support of star
batter Babar Azam who’s experiencing poor
form in recent times. Notably, Pakistan
suffered a shocking 10-wicket loss against
Bangladesh in the first Test at Rawalpindi
Cricket Stadium, Rawalpindi.

Babar couldn’t do much to save his team from

a loss registering scores of 0 and 22. The
former Pakistan captain was almost
dismissed for a duck in the second innings as
well but was given a reprieve by Litton Das.
However, that didn’t help Pakistan’s cause
as they succumbed to their maiden Test
defeat against Bangladesh.Following their
loss, there has been widespread criticism of
Babar owing to his poor form. Ramiz Raja
jumped to his defence and mentioned that his
form has drawn scrutiny due to his massive
stature in Pakistan cricket. He also
highlighted that the emergence of social
media has made players more susceptible to
criticism which should be discouraged.

"It seems the entire nation does not have a

Meet Botic van de Zanschulp, the man who
stunned Carlos Alcaraz at US Open 2024

New Delhi Botic van de Zanschulp of the

Netherlands had a dream day after he
handed World No.3 Carlos Alcaraz a shock
exit from the US Open 2024. Alcaraz, who
was one of the strongest contenders to
lift the men’s singles title, could not go
beyond the second round. It also
happened to be his earliest exit in Grand
Slams since Wimbledon 2021, when
Daniil Medvedev beat him in straight
sets.

hour and 19 minutes to beat the 21-year-
old Alcaraz 6-1, 7-5, 6-4 at Arthur Ashe
Stadium. Before their clash in the hard-
court major, the Dutchman was 0-2
down against the Spaniard on the head-
to-head count. In fact, he had not won a
single set, going down in straight sets both
times. Quite naturally, van de Zanschulp
was “lost for words™Actually, I'm a little
lost for words. It’s been an incredible
evening. First time for me having a night

problem with anything except the form of
Babar Azam. Unfortunately, what happens is
when you lose a match and you have not
scored runs and if you are Babar Azam, then
you become a headline - How did we lose?
What did he do? What was his contribution?
And then this is the era of social media.
Anybody can criticize and ridicule anyone,

session on Arthur Ashe. The crowd was
amazing. Thank you for that. Unbelievable
night,” van de Zanschulp said after the
match.“T got a lot of confidence from the

L

last match. I played really solid the last
match. From point 1 I believed I could have
a chance. You see how it sometimes turns
out,” Van de Zanschulp added.Botic van de
Zanschulp looking for his maiden singles

this should be discouraged as much as
possible,” Ramiz said on his YouTube
channel.
Babar has been a big player in all three
formats: Ramiz Raja
Further speaking ahead, Raja called Babar a
stalwart of all three formats."Cricket is in
our blood but don't know for how long if
we continue to lose matches like this in
Test cricket. Fan following increases with
wins and fans identify themselves with
success stories. Babar Azam has had a
famous success story. There is no doubt
that he has been a big player in all three
formats," he said.Babar is without a half-
century in the last 14 innings of Test cricket
having scored 289 runs in the same time
period at an average of 20.64 with a highest
score of 41. Courtesy of his prolonged
period of low scores, the 29-year-old has
slipped down six positions to be at number
nine in the latest ICC Test batting rankings.
He will be eager to make a comeback in the
second Test as Pakistan will be desperate to
avoid a series loss against the Bangla Tigers.

title2021 was the year when Van de
Zanschulp started taking baby steps after he
qualified for the main draw of a Grand Slam

for the first time in the Australian Open. In

the same year, he reached the
quarters of the US Open where he
took a set off Medvedev, although
he lost the match 3-6, 0-6, 6-4, 5-7
at the Arthur Ashe Stadium.

In 2022, van de Zanschulp reached
the third rounds of the Australian
Open and French Open, where he
lost to Medvedev and Rafael
Nadal respectively.

It goes without saying that the win
against Alcaraz was his biggest
thus far in his Grand Slam
career.In 2022 itself, van de
Zanschulp achieved his career-

best ranking of No.22 in the world. He has

also played doubles in all four Grand Slams
and won the European Open 2022 in

Antwerp along with his countryman Tallon

Griekspoor.

been given not out,” wrote Shamsi on
his X account.However, the comment
didn’t go down well with fans who
slammed Shamsi for questioning the
legitimacy of Suryakumar’s catch. As a
result, the wrist spinner had to clarify
that he was joking.

“In case some people dont understand that
it's meant to be a joke and no one is
crying... let me explain it to you like a 4
year old child dYd— It's A Joke,” he
added.

India's incredible comeback in T20
World Cup final

Coming back to the final, South Africa
required 16 runs to win off the last six
balls with David Miller at the crease.
However, the southpaw hit a full toss
from Hardik Pandya towards long off
where Suryakumar Yadav showed great
presence of mind to catch and quickly
get rid of the ball before crossing the

boundary and coming inside the boundary

to catch it again.Courtesy of his fielding
brilliance, India managed to see the back of

David Miller and eventually win the match

by seven runs ending their 11-year-long

wait for an ICC Trophy.

Naomi Osaka devastated after
US Open 2024 exit: My heart
dies every time | lose

Naomi Osaka was heartbroken after she made

an early exit from the US Open 2022. On
Thursday, the 2-time champion crashed out
after losing 3-6, 6-7 (5-7) to Karolina
Muchova at the Arthur Ashe Stadium in the
second round. Earlier on Wednesday, Osaka
ended her three-year wait to win a match at
Flushing Meadows after she beat 10th seed
Jelena Ostapenko, who had beaten Iga
Swiatek last year in the quarters.But against
Muchova, the 2023 French Open finalist,
Osaka could not have the last laugh. Osaka
made her comeback this year after missing
the previous edition of the tournament due to
a maternity break. She admitted that she has
found it a “little difficult” since returning
from pregnancy.“l feel I'm coming back
from pregnancy, but also it wasn’t like in
2022 T was the best version of myself. In
some way, | had to catch up to that and also
I’m trying to pass it as the same time. It’s
been a little difficult,” Osaka told the US
Open press.Obviously I can only gauge how
I’'m doing by results. I feel faster. I feel better.

But I lost in the 2nd round so it’s a little
rough. But also it’s been fun playing a lot of
tournaments. It’s been a commitment for
sure. I’ve been able to go to different cities
that I hadn’t been to before,” Osaka said.“It’s
tough because I take these losses personally.
This is a dramatic word... but I feel like my
heart dies every time I lose. It sucks a lot. But
I’ve been trying to be more mature and learn
and talk more about them,” Osaka added.

Osaka made her return to Grand Slams earlier

this year when she lost to France’s Caroline
Garcia in the opening round of the Australian
Open. In the French Open, she ran Swiatek
close and fetched a match point, but the latter
won the second-round match to advance.
Osaka also faltered at Wimbledon, where she
could not go beyond the second round.

Burnt-out Carlos Alcaraz calls out 'tight
scheduling' after shock US Open exit

Carlos Alcaraz highlighted the
tight scheduling of the tennis
calendar after his shocking
second-round exit from the US
Open 2024 after loss to Botic van

de Zandschulp.

New Delhi Carlos Alcaraz called out the tight

scheduling of the Tennis calendar after his
shocking exit from second round of the US
Open 2024. Notably, the Spaniard was
stunned by Botic van de Zandschulp who
beat him in three straight sets on Friday,
August 30 at Arthur Ashe Stadium.

Van de Zandschulp beat the world number

three by 6-1, 7-5, 6-4 knocking out one of the

title favourites in the second round
itself. Having won back-to-back
Grand Slam titles earlier this year by
clinching titles at Roland Garros and
Wimbledon, no one expected Alcaraz
to bow out this early at Flushing
Meadows.Following his loss, the 2022
US Open winner spoke about the tight
scheduling of the tournaments one
after the other. The 21-year-old
mentioned the fact that he wasn’t at his
best heading into the tournament and
highlighting his demands for longer
breaks ahead of big events.“Probably,
yeah. The tennis schedule is so tight.
I’ve been playing a lot of matches lately.
With Roland Garros, Wimbledon,
Olympics. I took a little break after
Olympics. I thought it was enough. It was
really helpful for me. Probably it wasn’t
enough. I came here without as much energy

said

as I thought I was going to come with,”
Alcaraz after the game.“But I don’t want to
use that as an excuse. But it’s so tight. ’'m a
player who needs more days or more of a
break coming into the big tournaments and
important ones. I have to think about it and
learn about it. Let’s see,” he added.I thought

he would give me more free points:
AlcarazFurther speaking ahead, Alcaraz
praised Van de Zandschulp for his
gameplay and rued not being able to
match his level as the game progressed.
“I don’t know what to say right now. First
of all he played great. He played really
good tennis. I thought he would give me
more free points. He didn’t make a lot of
mistakes [ thought he was going to
make.. it was confusing a bit. I didn’t
know how to manage or deal with it. I
couldn’t increase my level. I think my
level stayed the same the whole match. It
wasn’t enough to do it or to give myself
the chance to get into the match or try to give
myselfchances,” he further said.

Meanwhile, the Dutchman earned the highest-

ranked victory of his career. The World No
74 will next face 25th seed Jack Draper in
the third round Saturday.

(20%*) at the crease.
o0 ©
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Was 1st Choice For Twinkle
Khanna's Role In SRK's Baadshah
Says Producer: 'She Couldn't...

S hah Rukh Khan and Twinkle Khanna starrer Baadshah

—

clocked 25 years recently. The film fast-tracked Shah

Rukh Khan’s journey to superstardom and remains
one of Twinkle Khanna'’s most popular screen
appearances. However, producer Ratan Jain has revealed
that instead of Twinkle Khanna, Karisma Kapoor was the
first choice to play the lead.In an interview with
Bollywood Hungama, Ratan Jain said, “Earlier, we had
considered Karisma Kapoor. She was almost finalised
but then for some reason, she couldn’t come on board.
Then we looked for a few options. Finally, we locked
Twinkle Khanna.”

However, in a 2019 interview with the publication,
Abbas-Mustan were asked if reports of Shilpa Shetty,
Karisma Kapoor, Anupama Verma, Manisha Koirala
being approached for the role of Seema (played by
Twinkle Khanna) were true. They had said, “Even
this is not true. Twinkle and Deepshikha were the
only actors approached for their respective parts.

Even Johny Lever, Amrh Puri, Rakhee Gulzar etc
were original choices.”The director duo had also
addressed reports of Akshay Kumar being
considered for Shah Rukh Khan’s role. “Not at all.
Shah Rukh was always the first choice,” they had
clarified.

They added, “Shah Rukh provided a lot of inputs.
Woh kamaal ke actor hain! Whether it’s in
humour or serious scenes, he’s too good. Some
of the card tricks were actually done by him,
after a magician on the set taught him. No
graphics or VFX were used. People still see
the film and wonder how he managed to do
it!"Producer Ratan Jain also opened up about
the lack of technology and said, “There was
no VFX like it is now. But we did have some
effects. Honestly, in some scenes, we were
not very happy with the effects. But we had
to compromise. If there was VFX in those
times, we could have done a lot more.”

Baadshah featured Shah Rukh Khan as a
detective, with gadgets and technology
like shoes which allowed him to climb
walls. The film remains one of Shah Rukh
Khan’s most popular works. However,
when the film was first released, it did
not perform well at the box office; but
the film managed to amass a cult
following much later

: _",..mfl ‘ht ’
At LYt vqt

WA L ot
"

' P
P L L

. jl'!ts!a
: *

\

--"‘-L

|

o

Tara Sutaria

Goes Bold in Chic Oversized Blazer
and Mini Skirt on Latest Outing

' I \ara Sutaria stepped out in style during a recent night out in Bandra, Mumbai, and her

fashion choices left quite an impression. Captured by the paparazzi. Tara opted for an
effortlessly chic look, donning an oversized beige blazer with puffed sleeves that featured
a deep V-neckline, adding a touch of allure to her outfit. She paired the blazer with a black mini
skirt, showcasing her toned legs and bringing a contemporary edge to her
ensembleAccessorising the look, Tara carried a sleek black Gucei handbag with bamboo
handles, which added a touch of luxury and complemented her outfit perfectly. Her black
pointed-toe pumps matched her skirt, tying the entire look together. With her hair pulled back
into a sleek bun and her makeup kept
minimal with a nude lip shade, Tara’s
look was all about glamour.
As she exited the restaurant, Tara
engaged briefly with her driver,
instructing him with a casual, “Shukla
ji, thoda aage,” as she prepared to
leave. The video shared by Voompla
on Instagram quickly
garnered attention, with
fans praising her chic
sense of style.This
appearance comes
amidst buzz about Tara’s
upcoming projects.
There are strong
rumours that Tara has
been cast in Yash’s
much-anticipated film, Toxic. While the actress has previously dismissed
reports of playing a significant role in the film, recent hints from her
hairstylist’s Instagram story suggest otherwise. The story, tagged with “toxic”
and “team Tara,” was geo-tagged to Bangalore, sparking speculation among fans
and media alike.Set in the dark world of the drug mafia, Toxic is expected to be a
high-octane thriller with an ensemble cast, including Nayanthara, Kiara Advani, and
Huma Qureshi. Tara’s association with this film, if confirmed, would add another
feather to her cap, marking her foray into a more intense, action-packed genre.

Parvathy Calls Mohanlal's AMMA
Resignation ‘Cowardly’ Amid Malayalam
Cinema Chaos: 'No One Gives a Damn...

ctor Parvathy Thiruvothu has lashed out
at the Association of Malayalam Movie
Artists (AMMA) committee for their

decision of collective resignation. Parvathy,
who is also the founding member of Women in

Cinema Collective (WCC), recently
questioned AMMA’s move and called them
cowards. Even though the actress did not name
Mohanlal, she criticised the decision and
argued that it was an attempt to avoid
accountability.” The first reaction I had when |
heard the news about this collective
resignation was, ‘how cowardly.” How
cowardly of them to step away from a position
where they are accountable to speak to the
media. That’s an immediate cop-out. With this,
the onus has again fallen on women to take the
conversations and debates forward. It would
have been amazing if they had shown at least
the intention to work with the state government
and stakeholders to figure a way out,” Parvathy
told journalist Barkha Dutt on her YouTube
channel.

Parvathy further expressed her anger and raised
several important questions. “This is the same
executive committee that welcomed the prime
accused in the 2017 sexual assault case back
into its fold when the case was still going on.
This is the same executive committee that
claimed none of these things actually existed
until the allegations against them came out.
Also, it was very careless of the government to
make statements like, ‘If the women have
complaints, they should just file an FIR and
come up with names.” Again the onus is put on
women to name and shame and take the brunt
of it after that. My question’s always been,
what is the proof of justice you can show for
you to demand that we must name and shame
(the perpetrators)? After that, what happens to
us, our careers, lives, legal fees and mental
health issues? No one gives a damn about that.
Why, again and again, the onus is put on the
women to take care of the problems that are not
caused by us?” she said.

Salman Khan Hugs Young Fan Who
Touched His Feet at Ganesh Chaturthi
Event, Video Goes Virel | Watch

alman Khan, the beloved superstar

known for his immense global fanbase,

is set to dazzle audiences with his
upcoming film, Sikandar, directed by AR
Murugadoss. While Salman’s charisma is
well-known on-screen, his off-screen
interactions also capture hearts. The actor’s
fondness for children is particularly
endearing, and he recently demonstrated
this at a Ganesh Chaturthi event in
Mumbai.In a heartwarming video that has
taken Instagram by storm, Salman Khan is
seen on stage at the Ganesh Chaturthi
celebration, dressed casually in a blue tee
and blue jeans. As a young fan approaches
him, Salman opens his arms wide,
welcoming the child with a warm hug. The
fan, who appears to be holding a sketch of
Salman, receives an autograph from the
actor. The emotional moment culminates
with the young boy touching Salman’s feet.

The video quickly went viral, with fans
pouring in their admiration and praise for
Salman’s kind gesture. Comments ranged
from expressions of awe to heartfelt
declarations of appreciation. One fan
described the moment as “beautiful” with a
red heart emoji, while another praised
Salman as a ““true inspiration.”

Amid the celebrations, Salman Khan was also
spotted reuniting with Sonali Bendre,
marking a poignant moment as it was their
first public appearance together since the
release of Hum Saath-Saath Hain 25 years
ago. Despite facing discomfort from a rib
injury, Salman’s enthusiasm was
commendable. He even promoted eco-
friendly Ganesha idols and energetically
performed to the song “Jalwa™ from his film
Wanted.Produced by Sajid Nadiadwala,
Sikandar is set for release on Eid 2025, The
film will also feature Rashmikka Mandanna,
Suniel Shetty, and other notable actors,
promising an exciting cinematic experience.
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