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The slow and wise up
against the plastic vice

Imagine being a species so old as to be called a
‘living fossil’, which has outlived dinosaurs only
to be imperiled in anthropocene because of plastic
and beautified stone-pitched water bodies. The
species under discussion here is the turtle, which
is among the most endangered vertebrates. But,
why should we worry about these toothless
reptiles which we rarely encounter in our day-to-
day lives? Who has the time to think about the
turtles when we already have problems as huge as
climate change and water crisis to solve? But,
what if the turtles are a part of the solution to these
problems? Yes, as rare as these magnificent
chelonians are, the turtles can help us in saving
our wonderful planet.To understand their role in
resolving the water crisis, let us imagine a world
without vultures. Smelly, dirty and sick with
unknown diseases. This is what will happen to our
aquatic ecosystems if turtles go extinct. That’s
because like vultures, freshwater turtles act as
scavengers of water bodies and keep these clean
and free of diseases by feeding on the dead and
decaying organic matter. In addition to dead fish
and other invertebrates, turtles also feed on algae
and aquatic vegetation whose excessive growth in
water bodies can choke these due to lack of
oxygen.Recognising the importance of
freshwater turtles as scavengers, they were
employed under the Ganga Action Plan in the
1980s. About 40,000 turtles were released into the
river to address the issue of decomposing human
remains in its water. The ecological importance of
turtles has been rightly acknowledged in Hindu
mythology, where Lord Vishnu is believed to
have been incarnated as ‘Kurmha’, the Turtle
God. And, itis no surprise that the ‘Land of Gods’,
Himachal Pradesh, home to about 17 freshwater
turtle species, has pristine and clean aquatic
ecosystems. Renuka Lake, one of the three
Ramsar wetlands of the state and an important
pilgrimage site of Hindus, exemplifies the
reciprocal relationship between the turtles and
their ecosystem. Despite receiving a significant
organic load from the offerings of lakhs of
pilgrims, particularly during the week of the
annual fair, the lake’s water remains substantially
clean. This resilience of the lake ecosystem can be
attributed to the rich diversity of turtles, which
help to break down and recycle these nutrients
and maintain the ecological balance. In turn, the
turtles benefit from the healthy and protected
ecosystem of the lake, thanks to the diligent
protection and regular montoring efforts by the
Forest Department.

As the world faces the challenges of global
warming, the importance of turtles and their role
in balancing the wetland ecosystems cannot be
overstated. Healthy wetlands can help mitigate
the effects of global warming as these are carbon
sinks and aid in absorbing and storing carbon
dioxide. Additionally, wetlands act as sponge by
absorbing and holding excess water while acting
as the source of water during water scarcity. This
function of wetlands is going to be extremely
important in protecting our ecosystems from
natural disasters like floods and droughts. Such
extreme climate events are becoming more and
more frequent and intense as a consequence of
global warming.Sadly, instead of rewarding the
turtles for their services with clean wetlands, we
are forcing them to survive in water bodies
choked with plastic waste, sewage and washed-
off fertilisers. Turtles ingest plastic by mistaking
it for food and, are consequently, dying of
blockage. It seems unlikely that the turtles can
reproduce fast enough to compensate for such
deaths, thanks to the ‘beautified’ stone-pitched
water bodies where we have left no place for them
to lay eggs. From fatal traffic to predation by feral
animals, the breeding females face numerous
perils while traversing these concretised banks
and roads. The poor hatchlings have a snowball’s
chance in hell of reaching back alive after
crossing these paved hardscapes.

Turtles are able to deceive natural predators like
monitor lizards by laying eggs in one of the 10
holes they dig. Unfortunately, they are not able to
protect their eggs and hatchlings from the
increasing presence of feral dogs and cats.

Languages and their dialogue within a social and
political context are a fascinating area and one that
engages me deeply both as a writer and translator.
The encounter of different languages has spawned
not just a new idiom (such as Hinglish), but is often
weaponised by political parties to create communal
discord. As Javed Akhtar says, Urdu is an Indian
language but by declaring it the language of Pakistan,
we have destroyed those registers of cordiality and

warmth that bound our communities together for

centuries, enriching our understanding of each
other’s lives and beliefs. Thankfully, organisations
such as Rekhta and the revival of dastaangoi have
renewed an interest in Urdu.This is why when [ was
recently invited to attend a seminar on translations,
called Bhashavaad, jointly hosted by Ashoka
University and the New India Foundation. I was
delighted to meet and hear some of our country’s
finest writers and translators. From Kashmir to

Kanyakumari, there has been an explosion of

exchange of languages as different as Kashmiri,
Kannada, Malayalam, Tamil and Telugu, Odiya,
Bangla, Punjabi, Nagamese, Bhojpuri and countless
others. What is more, there is a growing interest in
new writing in languages that were neglected or
dismissed as ‘too regional’, whatever that meant.It is
to the credit of progressive universities, such as
Ashoka in Sonepat, that a special centre for
translation studies was established and nurtured by
well-known writers and academics to supervise the
quality and choice of texts.Their efforts have now
begun to bear fruit. A series of impressive poetry
translations by Amit Chauduri and Arvind Krishna
Mehrotra were some early publications. Now, there is
a long line of translations in the making and over the
next few years, a wide range of subjects from fiction
to biographies, short-story collections and plays are

The Modi erais characterised by a series of

Moving towards a better coalition culture in India

Though single-party regimes have at times flouted its spirit, the Indian Constitution is against the notion of autocracy. In practice, a coalition is better suited to its scheme

Coalition politics in India is close to its constitutional

politics. The politics of the Constitution broadly
carries out two functions. First, it limits majoritarian
onslaught in executive and legislative actions.
Second, it enables the government of the day to
frame and implement better policies for the people
through its institutions.Single-party regimes that
enjoyed absolute majority often produced
aggrandising executive actions. Jawaharlal Nehru
invoked Article 356 to dismantle an elected
communist government in Kerala and Indira
Gandhi misused Article 352 to proclaim
Emergency to stay in power. Legislative
abuse was quite rampant. The first
amendment to the Constitution, that sought to
curtail the freedom of expression, was an
illiberal gesture by parliament.

enactments ranging from penalisation of
triple talaq to the Citizenship Amendment
Act, all pro-majoritarian. No wonder B R
Ambedkar’s warning in the Constituent
Assembly on November 4, 1948 that “it is for
the majority to realise its duty not to
discriminate against minorities” was clearly
discarded.But a slew of instances where
Modi 3.0 is seen in a roll-back mode signifies
apositive and healthy change in the executive
and legislative domain. It sent the Wakf Bill for
discussion in a joint parliamentary committee.
Some coalition parties in the NDA publicly
expressed their reservations about the Bill. The
Centre also kept in abeyance the draft Broadcast
Bill.It withdrew the notification for recruitment to
certain posts by way of lateral entry without
following the norms of communal reservation. The
budget announcement on indexation was also
changed. These developments are in sharp contrast
with the decisions of earlier government, ranging
from demonetisation to the announcement of
lockdown during the pandemic.Article 75 of the
Constitution, which talks about the Union cabinet,
emphasises that “the council of ministers shall be
collectively responsible to the House of the people”.
The emphasis is on the cabinet as a collective, not on
the prime minister or any other minister. Again, the
accountability of the cabinet is to the people at large.
In State of Karnataka vs Union of India (1977), the
Supreme Court held that the object of the provision
is to make the whole body of persons holding
ministerial office liable for each act or omission of
the cabinet.In a coalition government, the cabinet is

INDIA is grappling with a harrowing surge in ! Eﬁ@s-

student suicides, with recent data indicating that
these tragic deaths have now surpassed those of
farmers. While comparing the loss of lives is
inherently odious and difficult, the urgency to
address this crisis is undeniable. The IC3
Institute’s report titled ‘Student Suicides: An
Epidemic Sweeping India’ highlights that 13,089
students took their lives in 2021, reflecting a
disturbing 57 per cent increase over the previous
decade. Factors such as relentless academic
pressure, forced career choices, mental health
struggles and financial burden are pushing young
lives to the edge. The crisis is further underscored
by the grim statistics from prestigious institutions
like IITs, where 69 students ended their lives
between 2019 and 2023, as also Kota, the
educational hub in Rajasthan that has witnessed a
rising graph of young students ending their lives.A |

significant contributor to this crisis is the acute lb«’

apluralistic entity at the functional level. It reflects a
rainbow of ideologies, political approaches, and
policies. Thus, though the Constitution negates the
very notion of autocratic government, in practice, a
coalition at the Centre is better suited to its scheme.

Autocracies can happen at the state level too, as

abundantly demonstrated by the present West
Bengal government. The way in which the horrific
murder of a medical trainee and the subsequent
agitation were dealt with by the state speaks for

itself. Article 164 envisages plurality in the
executive decision-making process in states too, by
incorporating the collective responsibility clause
here as well. But an absolute majority for a single
party has the potential to defeat this ambitious
provision. Coalition governments at the states have
been less aggressive, at the minimum.

In his famous work, Patterns of Democracy, political

scientist Arend Lijphart has drawn a distinction
between the majoritarian and consensus models of
democracy. He indicates that while there is
“concentration of executive power in single-party
majority cabinets”, there is “executive power
sharing in broad multi-party coalitions”. Also, he
shows that in the former, there is dominance for the
executive in its relationship with the legislature. He
also explains about the unitary dimensions of the
former and the federal possibilities of the latter.

The proportional representation prevailing in several

western European democracies facilitated fruitful
coalition governments. But in a first-past-the-post
system like ours, coalition is often not a matter of
choice. Yet, they yielded positive results. Though
from the second half of the 1970s till 1999, we had
fragile and unstable coalitions, situations changed

A national crisis

Job creation key to stemming student suicides

Touchstones: Idiom of common heritage

Grandmothers and old family retainers were champion story-tellers, now often replaced by digital or interactive tools in many urban nuclear families

planned. Since Ashoka University
has a high reputation among
academic institutions abroad, we
can look forward to a deeper
penetration of our bhasha literature.
Up until a few years ago, translations
were mainly limited to classics
(Premchand, Ismat Chughtai,
Ananthamurthy et al), but what |
heard from the young translators
and publishers warmed my heart.
These are students who have a
thorough grounding in language
studies and many are writers or
poets themselves. Naturally, they |
have brought a freshness to the |
range of translations that was
missing so far.While on this =
subject, I have to add that most of
our literature was based on an oral
tradition, so performance,
recitation, songs, prayers and
reading aloud (the kathavachak and
dastaangoi traditions, for instance)

brought it to even those who could not read the
Sanskrit or Persian texts. This is why there are so
many versions of the Ramayana and no Indian is
unaware of the story and legend of Rama. This rich
oral tradition lost its voice when we made script and
writing so important. I can say with confidence that
even an unlettered Indian villager is a fund of
knowledge that we have not been able to tap.
Rhythm, music, facial expressions and hands transfer
that knowledge, whereas reading in silence in your
own room or library has destroyed the pleasure of a
synaesthetic experience that is still alive in animated
story-telling. Grandmothers and old family retainers

were champion story-tellers, now often replaced by
digital or interactive tools in many urban nuclear
families.In this age of mobiles, Google translator and

for the better thereafter. The 1999 Vajpayee
government with its ‘group of ministers’ deciding
policy matters with a sense of inclusiveness was a
method followed by the government under
Manmohan Singh in a different way.

Sonia Gandhi’s National Advisory Council, though

was an ‘extra-constitutional’ device, enabled an
accommodative practice in governance. Reports
show the coalition governments during 1999-2009
created the fastest economic growth post-
independence. Centre-state relations
improved drastically. The government
became closer to the poor and common man.
UPA governments used legislative power to
promulgate a series of progressive statutes
like the Right to Information Act, Right to
Education Act, Food Security Act, Law for
Street Vendors’ Protection, etc. The schemes
for rural employment were excellent and well
implemented. UPA’s common minimum
programme became a device for good
governance.The latest decision taken by the
Union cabinet to revive 50 percent of the last
drawn pay as pension is a clear negation of the
unpopular National Pension Scheme. That
which could not be done by the majoritarian
Modi 1.0 and 2.0 governments could be
materialised by Modi 3.0 in
coalition.Coalition governments of the past also
ensured independence and autonomy to the
judiciary and other fourth branch institutions like
the Election Commission, Comptroller and Auditor
General and Finance Commission. The Supreme
Court was arguably ‘stronger’ when the central
government did not enjoy a brute majority. When
there are multiple stakeholders of power,
conversation and consensus become the natural
ingredients of governance. Unpopular and
dictatorial postures are checked within the regime
by following the norms of deliberative democracy.

The point is to take the coalition culture forward. A

system to check tendencies for corrupt practices
also should be evolved to create durable coalition
models. Much was not heard in the 2024 election
about any scheme akin to a CMP for a future
government. Neither the NDA nor the INDIA bloc
designed any project to revitalise the people’s
engagement with the coalition praxis. The former
pretended to be overconfident about a possible
devastating majority while the latter failed to
integrate the thoughts on policy for the future of the
nation.

lack of job opportunities in the country, creating a
suffocating do-or-die scenario for students. The
intense competition for limited positions and the
fear of unemployment are driving many to despair.
The government’s role in creating more jobs is not
just essential—it is urgent. Without this, the
pressure on students will only escalate, leading to
more tragic outcomes.Families also bear a crucial
responsibility in guiding their children toward
careers that align with their interests rather than
imposing choices that may prove unbearable.
Schools must step up by implementing
programmes that can identify and support
vulnerable students, with educators acting as both
academic guides and emotional mentors. Yet, the
most critical intervention lies in job creation. In a
nation where young lives are at a grave risk,
systemic reform, mental health support and job
creation must be prioritised to prevent further
tragedies and ensure a brighter future for the youth.

experimental works available to
those who write in languages other
than English.

Over lunch and coffee breaks, I met
several eminent writers who are
proficient in English, but still
prefer to write in their native
tongues. The reason is that the
warmth and immediacy of the
spoken word in its own world is
attached to a long history of
associations that are virtually
untranslatable into English.
However, they transfer seamlessly
into another Indian language and
that’s a thought to keep in mind.
The problem is that regional
identities are so intermingled with
sub-regional jingoism that even
though many understand Hindi,
their fear of being wiped out by its
hegemonic presence keeps them
isolated in small pockets. While
one can perfectly understand their

concerns, keeping their own language confined to

their own state is not the way to share it widely.

Al where the future of any literature lies is difficult What we need to do now is build respect and openness

to predict, but the pleasure of the spoken word far
exceeds that which one gets from the written word.
During my student days, I remember a series called
Penguin Modern Poets that introduced us to Polish,
Italian, French and Russian modern writers. Many
are still with me and a source of perennial joy. So, |
hope schools and universities continue to acquaint
students with the classic works of Kabir, Tulsidas,
Tagore and the great Sangam writers from the
Dravidian tradition side by side with the exciting

towards all Indian languages and think about
translating from one Indian bhasha into another.
Until this becomes a widely accepted movement, we
will continue to live in linguistic silos of our own.
Apart from other languages, stirring writing from
Dalits, women, the marginalised and cloistered lives
need to be found and celebrated. English has an
assured place in India, it is time we promoted our own
languages and those stories that speak to us in the
idiom of our common cultural heritage.




THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com
Tuesday, 03 September 2024

Maruti Suzuki cuts prices of
select frims of Alto K10, S-
Presso

NEW DELHI. Maruti Suzuki India on Monday said it
has reduced prices of select variants of entry-level
models Alto K10 and S-Presso with immediate effect.

The price of S-Presso LXI Petrol has been reduced by Rs
2,000 and the price of Alto K10 VXI Petrol has been
reduced by Rs 6,500, the auto major said in a regulatory
filing. The Alto K10 range is priced from Rs 3.99 lakh
and Rs 5.96 lakh while the S-Presso trims are tagged
between Rs 4.26 lakh and Rs 6.11 lakh (ex-showroom
Delhi).In August, sales of the company's mini segment
cars, comprising Alto and S-Presso, declined to 10,648
units last month as against 12,209 units a year ago.

Why your temperament
defines your wealth

New Delhi. Compound interest is the eighth wonder of
the world. He who understands it, earns it. He who does
not pays it, legendary scientist Albert Einstein said,
and is often quoted in several articles on personal
finance.

Very little importance is given to why and when Albert
Einstein made that statement on compound interest.
Honestly, nobody should care. His name is enough to
add credibility to the context. However, this column is
not about the concept of compound interest. It is about
your temperament. At the end of it all, your ability to
ride through multiple market cycles makes you a
winner in creating wealth.

You need to make some effort to build that ability. It
would help if you were born with a patient mind.
However, the chances of you falling for the ‘high risk,
high returns’ model would also be dim. Most of us in
India prefer not to take risks. Considering the history of
our nation, we are a patient lot. We allow a benefit of
the doubt to our governments. Most of us do not take
any law into our own hands and indulge in street
demonstrations like those in neighbouring countries.

We need to show a similar level of patience to our
investments. While it is empirically proved that equity
assets generate an inflation-beating return over 10-15
years and do better than most other asset classes, we
expect to get rich quickly—that lack of patience to
allow equity investments to grow stalls wealth
creation. Everything is going for India’s growth story.

In the US, Berkshire Hathaway became the first non-
technology company with a market value of over $ 1
trillion. That is a remarkable rally of support for
Warren Buffett’s way of investing. It is probably a
textbook on patience that allowed him and his team to
ride through market cycles successfully. As everyone
looks to invest in stocks, Warren Buffett’s company
has accumulated a quarter of a trillion dollars war
chest. That is probably more cash than even central
banks in many countries. Berkshire is waiting for the
next selloff in share prices to deploy that money.The
run-up in the share price of Berkshire Hathaway shows
that patience matters a lot in wealth creation. You need
to seek professional advice to build that skill. Your
temperament is also a function of your confidence in
earning your income. You must hold on to your quality
investments to ride through market cycles and create
wealth. The future of your money depends on you
much more than you think.

Passenger Vehicle sales
decline by 2-3 per cent at 3.5
lakh units in August 2024

NEW DELHI. Domestic passenger vehicle (PV)
wholesales fell for the second straight month in August
with most car manufacturers slowing down dispatches
to rationalise stocks at dealer showrooms amidst a
sluggishness in demand.

It is estimated that around 350,000-355,000 PVs were
dispatched to dealerships last month, a fall of about 2-
3% over 361,123 vehicles sold in August last year.
India’s largest carmaker Maruti Suzuki (MSIL)
reported an 8.4% slump in domestic sales last month to
143,075 units.Partho Banerjee, Senior Executive
Director, Marketing & Sales said that their retail sales

-~ ™

are slightly better than wholesales and because of this
MSIL’s network stock, which at the beginning of
August was 38 days, has now come down to 36 days.

“Our focus is that our channel partners are able to have a
reasonably healthy stock to sell the vehicles. We are
continuously trying to bring the stocks down, and now
itis at 36 days,” he added.He is also hopeful of healthy
demand in the upcoming festive season which would
kick off from Ganesh Chaturthi in Maharashtra and
Onam in Kerala in the first half of September.

“Last year, Onam was on August 27-28-29, however his
year, its on September 16-17-18. It is not a like-to-like
comparison, but just to share that this year, in the state
of Kerala, if we compare the whole month, we are
seeing a growth of 7% in terms of bookings,” said
Banerjee. Hyundai Motor India’s (HMIL) domestic
sales fell by 8% to 49,525 units last month while Tata
Motors reported a decline of 3% to sell 44,142 units in
August.

Suzlon Energy shares up 109% from March
low: What's best move for investors

Suzlon Energy shares

up 109% from March

low: What's best move

for investors

New Delhi. The initial public offering

The minimum lot size for an application

New Delhi, Shares of Suzlon Energy have

seen a rise of 109% since hitting a low in
March with its market cap reaching Rs
1.03 lakh crore,

On March 20, the stock closed at Rs 36.32
but soared to a high of Rs 75.83 by the end
of August. The increase surpasses the
97% gain Suzlon Energy achieved earlier
in 2024.In the past year, Suzlon Energy
shares have delivered a return of 193%,
and over the past two years, the gain has
been a remarkable 909%. However, the
stock has recently shown some weakness,
falling by 5.13% in the last two

weeks.Suzlon Energy shares ended
1.49% lower at Rs 78.83 on Friday. It
recorded a turnover of Rs 23.04 crore
with 30.23 lakh shares traded on the
Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) in
the previous session.

The stock has surged 249.28% from its
52-week low of Rs 21.71, which it
reached on September 13, 2023.
Suzlon Energy shares have a beta of
0.8, indicating lower volatility over
the past year.

Om Mehra, Technical Analyst at
SAMCO Securities, said that Suzlon
Energy is currently trading at Rs
75.84, having risen by 98.53% in 2024 so
far.

"The stock remains exceptionally strong,
following a breakout above the critical
resistance at Rs 50 levels. On the broader
monthly chart, the bullish momentum
remains intact, although the monthly RSI
hovering around 88 signals an
overbought condition. A minor
correction is anticipated after the recent
rally, which could be a healthy pullback
in a strong uptrend, offering a favourable

opportunity to accumulate. With energy
stocks being in focus, Suzlon is expected
to follow the same bullish trajectory. The
primary trend remains robust, with the
stock trading above its 20 DMA. The
outlook is positive, suggesting a
continued pattern of rises and pauses. We
expect the price to reach Rs 100, followed
by Rs 115 by year-end, provided the
crucial Rs 50 level holds," he said.On the
other hand, Kushal Gandhi, Technical
Analyst at StoxBox, points out that the
stock is currently 36% above its average

price. The RSI indicates a
negative slope from the
overbought zone,
suggesting a slowdown in
price momentum. Gandhi
highlights that the stock has
immediate support at its 20-
day moving average,
currently around Rs 76.20.
A drop below this level
could lead to further profit-
taking.Currently, Suzlon
Energy shares are trading
above their 30-day, 50-day,
100-day, 150-day, and 200-
day moving averages, but are below the 5-
day, 10-day, and 20-day moving
averages. The RSI stands at 72.8,
indicating that the stock is close to the
overbought zone but still has potential for
further gains.

Suzlon Energy is known for its renewable
energy solutions, including wind turbines
and various solar energy services, such as
land acquisition, infrastructure
development, and lifecycle asset
management.

Gala Precision Engineering IPO opens for bidding: Subscribe or skip  Key financial changes that can

(IPO) of Gala Precision Engineering
Limited opened for subscription,
looking to raise Rs 167.93 through its
public issue.Gala Precision
Engineering Limited, established in
February 2009, focusses on
manufacturing precision components
like disc and strip springs (DSS), coil
and spiral springs (CSS), and
specialised fastening solutions
(SFS). The Gala Precision
Engineering IPO is a book-built issue.
It consists of a fresh issue of 26 lakh
shares worth Rs 135.34 crore and an
offer for sale of 6 lakh shares
amounting to Rs 32.59 crore.The price
band for the Gala Precision
Engineering IPO is set between Rs 503
and Rs 529 per share.

is 28 shares. Retail investors need to
invest a minimum of Rs 14,812. For
Small and Medium-sized Institutional
Investors (sNII), the minimum lot size
is 14 lots (392 shares), requiring an
investment of Rs 207,368. For Big
Institutional Investors (bNII), the
minimum lot size is 68 lots (1,904

shares), amounting to Rs 1,007,216.

PL Capital Markets Private Limited is the

book-running lead manager for the
IPO, and Link Intime India Private Ltd
is the registrar for the issue.

Should you subscribe?
A report from Swastika Investmart said

that the company has consistently
demonstrated robust revenue growth.

"While profitability has experienced

minor fluctuations, the overall financial
performance remains positive. The
IPO's valuation aligns with industry
benchmarks. Given current market
trends and the increasing demand for
precision components, GPEL is poised
for a successful listing and sustained
growth," itadded, giving it a 'Subscribe’'

rating."The company is focusing on
strengthening its core capabilities
in precision engineering for
increased sustainability, along with
that, they are moving up their
operations up the value chain from
niche markets to large addressable
markets. The company also plans to
leverage in-house design and
development capabilities to grow
its product offerings and capitalize
on future trends. Investors looking
to invest can invest in the IPO for the
medium to long term," said an IPO
report from Master Capital Services
Limited.The PO closes on September
4, 2024. Allotments are expected to be
finalised on Thursday, September 5,
2024. The shares will be listed on both
BSE and NSE, with the tentative listing
date set for Monday, September 9,
2024.

Gala Precision Engineering IPO latest
GMPThe Grey Market Premium
(GMP) for Gala Precision
Engineering's IPO is currently Rs 240,
as of September 2, 2024, 10:29
AM.With the IPO priced in the range of
Rs529.00.

Government likely to increase budget
allocation for agriculture sector: Report

New Delhi. The Union Cabinet is likely
to increase the budget allocation for the
agriculture sector when they meet on
Monday.The meeting may also include
discussions on merging various
agricultural schemes into a more
streamlined approach, reported
Businesstoday.in.his potential increase
is seen as part of the government’s
ongoing efforts to boost productivity
and resilience in the agriculture
sector.The Union Budget 2024-25,
presented earlier this year, had already
introduced several initiatives aimed at
strengthening the agricultural
sector.These include the development
of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)
for agriculture, a focus on achieving
self-reliance (‘atmanirbharta’) in oil
seeds, the establishment of large-scale
vegetable production clusters, and
financial support for a network of
nucleus breeding centres for shrimp
broodstocks.One of the key projects
from the Budget was the Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI) initiative, which is

now set to expand nationwide.This
project aims to cover farmers and their
lands over the next three years,
building on the success of an earlier

pilot project.Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, in her Budget
speech, announced that a digital crop
survey for Kharif crops would be
conducted in 400 districts this year.
The survey aims to integrate details of
6 crore farmers and their lands into
digital registries, enhancing the
accuracy and reach of agricultural
data.In addition to this, the issuance of
Jan Samarth-based Kisan Credit Cards

is expected to be enabled in five states.
These cards are designed to provide
easier access to credit for farmers,
which can be crucial for their financial
stability and growth.Another focus
of the Budget was on achieving self-
reliance in oil seeds such as mustard,
groundnut, sesame, soybean, and
sunflower. This move is expected to
reduce dependency on imports and
support domestic production. The
government plans to promote farmer-
producer organisations,
cooperatives, and start-ups to build
robust vegetable supply chains,
including facilities for collection,
storage, and marketing.

Agriculture was highlighted as one of the
nine priority areas in the Union Budget
2024-25, reflecting its importance in
the country's economy.

The budget for FY24 allocated Rs 1.52
lakh crore for agriculture and allied
sectors, underlining the government’s
commitment to the sector's growth and
development.

impact your wallet from
September

MUMBALI:  Several personal finance related
changes are due from September on the banking
and financial services fronts which, if not
handled judiciously, can negatively surprise you
by hurting your wallets. These changes vary
from choosing your own debit/credit card
network to lower rewards points on certain credit
cards transactions to lower minimum due
payments on credit cards that will only add to
interest burden on your purchase and to paying
Rs 50 for Aadhaar updates, among others. The
month will also see many banks closing their
special deposit schemes, so it is time to lock your
money for higher returns.

Higher yielding FD

September is the last month to lock in for attractive
interest rates for special fixed deposit (FD)
schemes for most banks. High credit demand and
lower deposit mobilisation have been worrying
the lender as they lead to asset-liability
mismatches. It can be noted that since last
December, several banks introduced special FDs
with attractive interest rates. But most of these
schemes are ending this month.For instance,
SBI’s special FD scheme offers 7.10% for 400
days till September 30, and so is IDBI Bank’s
special scheme, offering 7.35% for 700 days. In
June and July, large lenders like State Bank of
India, HDFC Bank, Bank of Baroda and Union
Bank of India launched special FD schemes
offering 7.10to 7.35%.

Choose your card network

Starting September 6, banks will have to offer their
customers the flexibility to choose their card
network while applying for or renewing a card.
And the cheapest is Rupay cards developed by
the National Payments Corporation of India
(NPCI), and not the globally accepted and
dominant Visa and Mastercard, whose
transaction charges are more than three times
that of Rupay cards. While these American card
networks charge close to Rs 2 per transaction
from the card issuing bank, NCPI charges about
40 paise. The issuer passes on the cost to the
cardholder under the name of merchant discount
rates (MDR)/merchant fees and interchange
fees, among others.This means that if a bank
issues a Mastercard, the customer can opt for a
Visa card instead, or vice versa. Existing
customers will also have the opportunity to make
this choice when their current card is up for
renewal.

Pay Rs 50 for Aadhaar updates

The Unique Identification Authority of India
(UIDAI) has said the free Aadhaar card updates
will end from September 14. However, the free
service is only available on the myAadhaar
portal now and updating through Aadhaar
centres comes at a fee of Rs 50 even now. From
September 15, even updating through the
myAadhaar portal will be chargeable at Rs 50.

Sensex, Nifty hit all-time high driven
by a rally in IT and auto stocks

The S&P BSE Sensex added

155.32 points to 82,521.09,

while the NSE Nifty50 gained

77.20 points to 25,313.10.

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock market
indices hit an all-time high on Monday
driven by a strong rally in IT and auto
stocks.the S&P BSE Sensex added
155.32 points to 82,521.09, while the
NSE Nifty50 gained 77.20 points to
25,313.10 as of 9:35 AM.Dr. V K
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Financial Services said
that the market has entered a zone of
steady but mild up-move caused by
accumulation of quality largecaps."FIIs
turning buyers last week mainly due to
some large bulk deals also has improved
sentiments in the market. If the market
closes positive today that will be a record
for the Indian stock market with the Nifty
posting a record 13-day winning streak.
Sentiment-wise this is positive," he
added.Leading the gainers on Nifty50
was Hero MotoCorp with a strong
increase of 2.50%. Bajaj Auto also

9,217 crore last week. Investors are now

performed well, rising 2.28%.HDFC Life
showed impressive growth, climbing
1.77%. Tata Consumer Products and SBI
Life rounded out the top gainers,
advancing 1.66% and 1.48%
respectively.On the downside, Tata
Motors experienced the largest
decline, dropping 1.44%. Hindalco
followed with a fall of 1.13%.
Mahindra & Mahindra (M&M)
also faced losses, declining by
0.80%. Dr. Reddy's Laboratories
and ONGC completed the list of
top losers, dipping 0.83% and
0.62% respectively.

"Sectoral churns are happening
faster now than earlier. IT has come
back on hopes of increased tech
spending in the US which the
expected soft landing of the US
economy is likely to facilitate. Pharma
stocks are witnessing accumulation on
improving business prospects. Profit
booking is happening in segments like
railways and defence triggered by
valuation concern. FY 25 Q1 GDP print
at 6.7% indicates mild sluggishness in the
economy. This will warrant rate cuts by
the RBI in the next monetary policy
meeting. Even though banks are
struggling for deposits, rate cuts will

improve the prospects for banking
stocks," said Vijayakumar.

In the broad market indices of Nifty, the
Nifty Midcap100 saw a slight decline of

0.10%, while the Nifty Smallcapl100
edged up by 0.04%. Meanwhile, the India
VIXincreased by 1.41%.

“This Monday morning, the stage is set for
solid gains in the benchmark Nifty,
bolstered by Wall Street’s surge
following the Fed’s preferred inflation
gauge, which signals potential rate cuts in
September. Optimism on Dalal Street is
further fueled by a 3.1% drop in WTI
crude futures and strong FII buying of Rs

eyeing the August US jobs report, set to
be released on September 6th, which
could shape the Fed’s next move.
Meanwhile, Bajaj Housing
Finance’s IPO is set to open on
September 9th, aiming to raise
Rs 6,560 crore,” said Prashanth
Tapse, Senior Vice President of
Research at Mehta
Equities.The sectoral indices
on Nifty showed mixed
performance in early trade.
Among the gainers, Nifty IT
rose by 0.73%, followed by
Nifty FMCG at 0.65%, Nifty
Financial Services at 0.21%,
and Nifty Private Bank at
0.25%. Other sectors that saw
an increase include Nifty Oil &
Gas up by 0.45%, and Nifty
Midsmall Healthcare with a 0.29% rise.

On the downside, Nifty Metal declined by

0.55%, followed by Nifty Pharma which
fell by 0.29%, Nifty Media with a 0.40%
drop, and Nifty PSU Bank which lost
0.25%. Nifty Auto and Nifty Healthcare
also ended in the red, losing 0.08% and
0.15% respectively, while Nifty
Consumer Durables dipped by 0.41% and
Nifty Realty was down by 0.19%.
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Dolls soaked 1n children's urine used to
capture killer wolves in UP's Bahraich

The forest department is using brightly coloured "teddy dolls” as a false bait. These dolls have been strategically placed near the riverbanks, close
to the wolves' resting dens, and are being soaked in children's urine to simulate the natural human scent.

New Delhi:In a bid to catch wolves, the forest
department here has initiated an innovative
effort of using colourful teddy dolls soaked
in children's urine as a bait to capture them,
a senior forest official said.Over the past
few months, the Bahraich region has been
plagued by a series of attacks by man-
eating wolves targeting children and
villagers.The forest department has now
initiated an innovative effort by using
brightly coloured "teddy dolls" as a false
bait to capture these predators.

These dolls have been strategically placed
near the riverbanks, close to the wolves'
resting places and dens, and are being
soaked in children's urine to simulate the
natural human scent."The wolves are
constantly changing their locations.
Typically, they hunt at night and return to

their dens by morning. Our
strategy is to mislead them and
lure them away from residential
areas towards traps or cages
placed near their dens," Divisional
Forest Officer Ajit Pratap Singh
told PTL."We are tracking them
using thermal drones and then
attempting to drive them towards
deserted areas near the traps by
setting off firecrackers and
making noise. Since these animals
have primarily been targeting
children, we have introduced large
teddy dolls dressed in colourful
clothes, soaked in children's urine, to create
a false sense of human presence near the
traps. The natural human scent may attract
the wolves closer to the traps," the officer

added.
Senior IFS officer Ramesh Kumar Pandey,
who has extensive experience working in The teddy dolls being used by the forest

the Terai forests and is currently serving as
the Inspector General of Forests in the

Ministry of Environment, said that
wolves, jackals, foxes, coyotes and
both domestic and wild dogs
belong to the canid species.

He explained that historically, the
British had attempted to eliminate
wolves from this area, even
offering rewards for killing them.
However, despite these efforts, the
wolves managed to survive and
continue to inhabit the riverbank
areas.Pandey further explained
that various types of bait are used to
capture animals, including live
bait, dead bait and false or masked

bait.

department can be considered a form of
false bait, similar to how scarecrows are

used in fields to protect crops from birds, he
said.Though there is no proven record of
such methods being successful, Pandey
believes that innovative efforts should be
encouraged, as they offer a potential
solution to the human-wildlife conflict.

In recent months, a pack of wolves in the

Mahsi Tehsil of Bahraich has become
increasingly aggressive, with attacks
intensifying since July.According to
official sources, the pack of six wolves has
allegedly killed six children and one
woman since July 17, while injuring
numerous villagers.

Four of the six wolves have been captured,

but two remain at large, continuing to pose a
threat in the area.The forest department is
actively searching for these wolves using
both thermal and regular drones.

Delhi man stabs wife to
death, leaves body in car;

'Police Are Mothers Too": Bengal Cops’

Top Court Forms Committee To

Settle Grievances Of
Protesting Farmers

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday constituted
a committee headed by former Punjab and Haryana
High Court judge Justice Nawab Singh to amicably
resolve the grievances of protesting farmers at the
Shambhu border. bench of Justices Surya Kant and
Ujjal Bhuyan directed the committee to convene its
first meeting within a week.The top court said the
farmers' issues should not be politicised and be
considered by the committee in a phased manner.

The Supreme Court said farmers will be at liberty to
shift their peaceful agitations to alternative sites.

The court was hearing the Haryana government's plea
challenging the high court's order asking it to remove
within a week the barricades erected at the Shambhu
border near Ambala where protesting farmers have
been camping since February 13.The Haryana
government had set up barricades on the Ambala-New
Delhi national highway in February after the
'Samyukta Kisan Morcha' (Non-Political) and 'Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha' announced that farmers would
march to Delhi in support of their demands, including
legal guarantee of minimum support price (MSP) for
their produce.

Explained: Weaponised Drones
Arrive In Crisis-Hit Manipur In
Major Escalation

Imphal/Guwahati/New Delhi: For the first time,
crisis-hit Manipur saw the use of drones to drop
bombs, signalling a major escalation in the state hit by
ethnic violence between the Meitei community and
the Kuki tribes. Until yesterday, drones were used
only for reconnaissance.The Manipur Police on
Sunday said suspected Kuki insurgents fired RPGs
(rocket-propelled grenades) using high-tech drones.
They said the use of drones to drop bombs on security
forces and civilians marked a "significant
escalation".The matter becomes even more serious
given the fact that the clashes between the valley-
dominant Meitei community and the nearly two
dozen tribes known as Kukis - a term given by the
British in colonial times - who are dominant in some
hill areas of Manipur, continue to break out
intermittently as was seen on Sunday.

Top intelligence sources have confirmed the use of the
weaponised drones and long-range sniper rifles in the
attack on Koutruk village.A 31-year-old woman from
the Meitei community was killed in firing by
suspected Kuki insurgents yesterday, the police said.
Her 12-year-old daughter was among 10 injured,
including two policemen and a local TV reporter.
Most of the injured people had shrapnel wounds from
explosives dropped by the drones, sources said.

OfRPGs, Bombs And Drones

The police's claim that drones were used to fire RPGs
need to be checked with evidence, sources told
NDTV.The drones may have dropped explosives, but
firing rocket-propelled grenades would need a much
larger machine than the ones spotted on Sunday over
Koutruk, sources said.A drone can drop bombs with
little modification - all one needs is a kind of hook to
attach the bomb, such as a mortar round, to the drone
along with an interlocking mechanism that can be
unlocked using remote control, a retired officer told
NDTYV, requesting anonymity.A drone that can fire
rockets, however, would be a full military grade one,
the officer said, adding it is unlikely the drones seen
on Sunday fired any RPGs. "They must have dropped
bombs only, not fired rockets," the officer said.

He said if drones are dropping mortar rounds, they
would need to fly very high and the rounds need to hit
hard, solid ground for the fuse to ignite. The rounds
may not explode if it lands on soft ground, or if the
release altitude is low, he added.Dropping grenades
from a drone - done commonly in Ukraine, Russia
and elsewhere - is not a high-tech solution, another
defence expert told NDTV. Firing rockets from a
drone, however, is far more complicated and needs a
weapon-aiming sight installed on the drone operator's
monitor, the expert said.

Request Amld Rupe -Murder Profests

New Delhi: Drawing fire over the |; k_-g
rape and murder of a 31-year-old p
doctor in Kolkata's RG Kar 7
Medical College and Hospital, &
West Bengal police have putouta
social media post, appealing to £
people to not use "insensitive" ©
slogans targeting them and their
daughters."Police are mothers
too. West Bengal Police (like
most police forces all over the
world) comprises brave women
and men. We are mothers too (not
just fathers whose girls are growing
up),” the post said. "Understanding
this can help avoid stereotyping and
being insensitive while writing
slogans to attack us and our
daughters. Our force is working 24x7
to maintain peace. Be kind. Be
strong,”" the post added.The Bengal
police post comes amid massive

New Delhi: Twenty-six National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF)
teams are being deployed for flood
relief and rescue operations in
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh, officials said
Monday.While 12 teams
are already deployed in
the two neighbouring
states, 14 more are being
dispatched, they said.Out
of the 14 teams, eight are
belng alrllfted from T
various locations across EUEEEE
the country, the officials
said.

The NDRF teams are
equipped with inflatables
boats, pole and tree
cutters and basic medical aid tools,
they said.

Torrential rains battered the two states

for the second consecutive day,
resulting in at least 10 more fatalities,
flooding and waterlogging in several
areas, and disruptions to road and rail

traffic on Sunday.As many as 99
trains were cancelled, four trains
were partially cancelled and 54 were

protests across the state, demanding
action in the Kolkata doctor's rape
and murder case.Kolkata Police has
come under strong criticism from the
Opposition as well as citizens for its
handling of the sensitive case.
Slogans targeting cops and
reminding them that they have
daughters at home too have been
doing the rounds on social media and

B

di

" Bengal Police have been using the

sidelines of the huge security
exercise.In the wake of the protest,

wishes for a cop who suffered an eye
injury during the Nabanna march
violence. The police had, however,
pointed out that it was saddened by
some observations that said the injury
was a "professional hazard".

26 Rescue Teams Deployed In Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana Amid Flooding

waterlogging over tracks at multiple
locations on the South Central
Railway network, an SCR official

possible help from the central
government to deal with rains and
floods.

finding a place on placards
carried by protesters during street
marches.

been
social media to show the human
side of cops to counter the wave
of criticism.Following a massive
clash between protesters and
police on a protest march to state
secretariat Nabanna last week,
Bengal Police shared a
photograph of a woman cop on
duty feeding a pup on the

engal police had welcomed good

verted due to heavy rains and

said.Rivers in both states
were in spate and
thousands of people were
evacuated by national and
state disaster response
forces from flooded areas
torelief camps.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah spoke
to Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu and Telangana CM
A Revanth Reddy and
assured them of all

start

arrested while trying to flee

New Delhi: A 21-year-old man stabbed his wife to
death and left her dead body in his car in west
Delhi's Rajouri Garden area, officials said on
Monday. The accused, identified as Gautam, has

arrested while he was trying to run by a police

officer patrolling in the area, they said.

According to the police, the matter came to the fore
when Ajay, a head constable posted at the Khayala
Police Station, apprehended Gautam moving
around without shirt in suspicious circumstances
at1.20 am.

On being questioned, Gautam disclosed that he had
killed his 20-year-old wife Manya and left her dead
body in the car.On further questioning and

verification, Gautam, a resident of Raghubir
Nagar, told the police that he had married Manya in
March without the consent of their families, an
officer said.

Even after marriage, they were living with their
respective families only and used to meet
occasionally, the officer said.On Sunday night,
Gautam came to meet Manya in a car somewhere
in Titarpur in the Rajouri Garden area.

"Around 11 pm, Manya insisted that they should

living together and an argument between

them took place in the car itself," another police
officer said.Gautam inflicted multiple stab injuries
on Manya.

After realising that she was dead, he then parked the
car near Shivaji College red light and was trying to
escape when he was apprehended by Head
Constable Ajay, the officer said.A case of murder
has been registered at the Rajouri Garden Police
Station and verification of facts, as told by the
accused, is being done, the officer added.

AAP's Amanatullah Khan arrested by ED after 6 hours of questioning

AAP MLA Amanatullah
Khan news:
Enforcement
Directorate officials
arrived at AAP MLA
Amanatullah Khan's
house early on Monday
morning and questioned
him for six hours before
arresting him in a

money laundering case.
R
New Delhi:Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MLA
Amanatullah Khan was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate on Monday after
six hours of questioning in connection
with a money laundering probe linked to
the Delhi Waqf Board case.Following his
arrest, Khan was escorted out of his house
by police personnel and ED sleuths. As he
was packed into the back of a waiting car,
he said, "I am innocent.”

ED officials raided Khan's home in Okhla,
the constituency he represents in the
Delhi Assembly, early this morning. The
AAP leader, who is facing charges
related to illegal recruitment and
financial misconduct during his tenure
as the chairman of the Delhi Waqf Board,
had taken to X and said, "ED
people have just arrived at my
house to arrest me."As the ED
team conducted their search, a
large contingent of Delhi
Police and paramilitary forces
was stationed outside Khan’s
home. Visuals from the scene
showed officers reviewing
documents and materials, with
heavy security on the roads
leading to his residence.

In response to the raid, Khan
posted a video on social media,
accusing the government of

targeting him and other AAP leaders."Just

this morning, on the orders of the dictator,
his puppet ED has reached my house. The
dictator is leaving no stone unturned to
harass me and AAP leaders. Is it a crime to
serve the people honestly? How long will
this dictatorship last?" Khan said.

AAP leaders quickly rallied behind

Amanatullah Khan, condemning the ED’s

actions and claiming that the leader would
be arrested. AAP MP Sanjay Singh took to
X and alleged that Khan was being
targeted due to the BIJP’s political
vendetta."Look at the cruelty of ED
@XKhanAmanatullah first he joined the
ED investigation, then asked for time for

further time, his mother in law has cancer,
she has undergone an operation, they
reached the house early in the morning to
raid. There is no evidence against
@XKhanAmanatullah but both Modi's
dictatorship and ED's hooliganism
continue," said Singh.
Former Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, who was recently

released on bail in the liquor policy case,
tweeted, "This is the only work left for
ED. Suppress every voice raised against
BJP. Break it. Arrest and put in jail those
who do not break or get suppressed."

WHAT IS THE CASE AGAINST
AMANATULLAH KHAN?

The ED’s case against Khan is
based on allegations that he
illegally recruited staff and
unfairly leased Waqf Board
properties between 2018 and
2022, resulting in financial
gains through illegitimate
means.

The probe agency has previously
questioned Khan for over 12
hours in connection with the
case and has claimed that he
acquired "huge proceeds of
crime" in cash through these
illegal activities. It alleges that

Khan invested these proceeds in

purchasing immovable assets in the name

of his associates.Earlier this year, the

Delhi High Court refused to grant Khan

anticipatory bail in March, citing his

repeated evasion of summons from
investigating agencies. The Supreme

Courthad also denied him protection from

arrest.
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11 dead, 40 injured
after truck crashes into
bar in Dominican
Republic

San Juan, Puerto Rico. A truck ploughed
into a bar in the Dominican Republic early
on Sunday (local time), killing at least 11
people and injuring more than 40,
authorities said.The crash happened in the
southern community of Azua, located west
of the capital, Santo Domingo, Juan Salas,
the director of civil defence, told The
Associated Press.

One of the victims was a police sergeant, said
police spokesman Diego Pesqueira.lt
wasn’t immediately clear what caused the
crash, although authorities were reviewing
cameras in the area, Salas said.Pesqueira
said the driver of the truck fled the scene
and was not found. He said police detained
a passenger in the truck, which was
transporting avocados.

Most of the injured were taken to a nearby
hospital, with four of them in critical
condition, said Shaira Castillo,

spokeswoman for the National Health
Service. The injured were women between
the ages of 17 and 45 and men from 18 to 55.

Iran probe finds Raisi
helicopter crash caused
by weather

TEHRAN. Iran's final investigation into the
May helicopter crash that killed President
Ebrahim Raisi has found it was caused by bad
weather, the body investigating the case said
on Sunday.The helicopter carrying 63-year-
old Raisi and his entourage came down on a
fog-shrouded mountainside in northern Iran,
killing the president and seven others, and
triggering snap elections.The main cause of
the helicopter crash was the "complex
climatic and atmospheric conditions of the
region in the spring", the special board
investigating the dimensions and causes of
the helicopter accident said, according to
state broadcaster IRIB.

The report added that "the sudden emergence of
a thick mass of dense and rising fog" caused
the helicopter's collision into the mountain.

Iran's army in May similarly said it had found
no evidence of criminal activity in the crash
that also killed Raisi's foreign minister,
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian.n August, Fars
news agency cited the main causes of the May
19 crash as bad weather conditions and the
helicopter's inability to ascend with two extra
passengers against security protocols.

But the Iranian armed forces were quick to
reject the finding saying, "what is mentioned
on Fars news about the presence of two
people in the helicopter against the security
protocols... is completely false".

California lawmakers
pass landmark bills to
atone for racism, but
hold off on fund to take
action

SACRAMENTO. California lawmakers this
week passed some of the nation's most
ambitious legislation aimed at atoning for a
legacy of racist policies that drove disparities
for Black people, from housing to education
to health.

None of the bills would provide widespread
direct payments to African Americans. The
state Legislature instead approved proposals
allowing for the return of land or
compensation to families whose property
was unjustly seized by the government, and
issuing a formal apology for laws and
practices that have harmed Black people.

But lawmakers left out two bills that would
have created a fund and an agency to carry out
the measures, considered key components of
the efforts to take action. California
Legislative Black Caucus Chair
Assemblymember Lori Wilson said Saturday
that the Black Caucus pulled the bills, adding
the proposals need more work."We knew
from the very beginning that it was an uphill
battle. ... And we also knew from the very
beginning that it would be a multiyear effort,"
Wilson told reporters.Sen. Steven Bradford,
who authored the measures, said the bills
didn't move forward out of fear Gov. Gavin
Newsom would veto them"We're at the finish
line, and we, as the Black Caucus, owe it to
the descendants of chattel slavery, to Black
Californians and Black Americans, to move
this legislation forward," Bradford said,
urging his colleague to reconsider Saturday
afternoon.The Democratic governor hasn't
weighed in on most of the bills, but he signed
a $297.9 billion budget in June that included
up to $12 million for reparations legislation.
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Russia claims to destroy 158 Ukrainian

« 46 of the drones were over the

Kursk region, where Ukraine has
sent its forces in recent weeks in
the largest incursion on Russian soil
since World War 11. A further 34
were shot over the Bryansk region,
28 over the Voronezh region.

World Russian air defences
intercepted and destroyed 158
Ukrainian drones overnight,
including two over Moscow and
nine over the surrounding region,
the Defence Ministry said
Sunday.Forty-six of the drones
were over the Kursk region, where
Ukraine has sent its forces in
recent weeks in the largest
incursion on Russian soil since
World War II. A further 34 were
shot over the Bryansk region, 28
over the Voronezh region, and 14
over the Belgorod region — all of
which border Ukraine.Drones

Beluga whale, suspected to be

were also shot down deeper into
Russia, including one each in the
Tver region, northwest of Moscow,
and the Ivanovo region, northeast
of the Russian capital. Russia's
Defence Ministry said drones were
intercepted over 15 regions, while
one other governor said a drone
was shot down over his region,
too.Moscow Mayor Sergei
Sobyanin said that falling debris
from one of the two drones shot
down over the city caused a fire at
an oil refinery.Ukrainian drone
strikes have brought the fight far
from the front line into the heart of
Russia. Since the beginning of the
year, Ukraine has stepped up aerial
assaults on Russian soil, targeting
refineries and oil terminals to slow
down the Kremlin's assault.Also in
Russia, regional Governor
Vyacheslav Gladkov said 11
people were wounded in
Ukrainian aerial missile attacks in
the Russian border region of
Belgorod on Sunday. These

included eight in the regional
capital, also called
Belgorod.Meanwhile, Russia's
Defence Ministry said Sunday it
had taken control of the towns of
Pivnichne and Vyimka, in
Ukraine's Donetsk region. The
Associated Press could not

drones, mcludlng 2 over Moscow

independently verify the
claim.Russian forces have been
driving deeper into the partly
occupied eastern region, the total
capture of which is one of the
Kremlin's primary ambitions.
Russia's army is closing in on
Pokrovsk, a critical logistics hb for

the Ukrainian defence in the
area.At least three people were
killed and nine wounded on
Sunday in Russian shelling in the
town of Kurakhove, some 20 miles
(33 kilometres) south of Pokrovsk,
Donetsk regional Governor
Vadym Filashkin said.Also on
Sunday, 44 people were wounded
when Russia attacked the Kharkiv
regional capital, also called
Kharkiv, Mayor Thor Terekhov
said. The city was struck by 10
missiles, with a shopping centre, a
sports facility and residential
buildings amongst those
damaged.Elsewhere in Ukraine
overnight, eight drones were shot
down out of 11 launched by Russia,
according to the Ukrainian air
force.One person was killed and
four wounded in shelling
overnight in the Sumy region,
local officials said, while Kharkiv
Governor Oleh Syniehubov said
five other people had been
wounded in his region.

Steelworker rebukes Jus’rin

'Russian spy’, found dead in Norway Trudeau on camera: 'Don't

World A Beluga whale whose strange
harness sparked suspicions it was trained
by Russia for spying purposes has been
found dead in Norway, according to an
NGO which tracks his
movements.Nicknamed "Hvaldimir" in a
pun on the Norwegian word for whale,
hval, and its purported ties to Moscow, the
beluga first appeared off the coast of
Norway's far-northern Finnmark region in
2019.At the time, Norwegian marine
biologists removed an attached man-made
harness with a mount suited for an action
camera and the words "Equipment St.
Petersburg" printed on the plastic
clasps.Norwegian officials said
Hvaldimir may have escaped an enclosure
and may have been trained by the Russian
navy as he appeared to be accustomed to

humans.Moscow has never issued any
official reaction to speculation that he
could be a "Russian spy".On Saturday, the
beluga's lifeless body was discovered off
the southwest coast at Risavika by Marine
Mind, an organisation that has tracked his
movements for years"I found Hvaldi dead
when I was scouting for him yesterday
like usual," Marine Mind's founder
Sebastian Strand told AFP."We had
confirmation of him being alive little
more than 24 hours before finding him
floating motionlessly," he added.Fredrik
Skarbovik, maritime coordinator at the
port of Stavanger, confirmed the beluga's
death to the VG tabloid newspaper. Strand
said the cause of the whale's demise was
unknown, and no visible injuries were
found during an initial inspection of

Hvaldimir's body."We've managed to
retrieve his remains and put him in a
cooled area, in preparation for a necropsy
by the veterinary institute that can help
determine what really happened to him,"
Strand added.With an estimated age of
around 14 or 15, Hvaldimir was relatively
young for a Beluga whale, which can live
to between 40 and 60 years of age. Beluga
whales can reach a size of six metres (20
feet) and generally tend to inhabit the icy
waters around Greenland, northern
Norway and Russia.Those include the
Barents Sea, a geopolitically important
area where Western and Russian
submarine movements are monitored. It is
also the gateway to the Northern Route
that shortens maritime journeys between
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.

Over 10,000 US hotel workers go on stnke demand improved pay

World As many as 10,000 hotel workers
were on strike across the United States
on Sunday, at the height of a long
holiday weekend in which millions of
Americans were expected to
travel.Strikes were launched at 25
hotels in eight cities, including Boston,
San Francisco and Honolulu, as workers
demand improved pay and a return to
pre-Coronavirus staffing levels. Hotels
from the Hilton, Hyatt and Sheraton
chains were affected, with 5,000

workers walking out in the Hawaiian =~

capital Honolulu alone, affecting
10,557 rooms there, according to the
UNITE HERE union which called the
strikes.The union said in a statement
"that many hotels took advantage of the
Covid-19 pandemic to cut staffing and
guest services that were never restored,
causing workers to lose jobs and

income."Strikers were manning picket
lines at several hotels in Boston, an AFP
correspondent saw, while a rally was
planned for Monday.Now the hotel
industry is making record profits while
workers and guests are left behind. Too
many hotels still haven't restored
standard services that guests deserve,

AAA, overall domestic travel over the
Labour Day holiday weekend is up 9
percent compared to last year.As many as
17 million passengers were planning to
fly through Wednesday, the US
Transportation Security Administration
said in a statement.

he

like automatic daily housekeepmg
and room service," added the
union's international president,
Gwen Mills."Workers aren't
making enough to support their
families."Hyatt said in a stateent it
was "disappointed that UNITE
HERE has chosen to strike while
Hyatt remains willing to
negotiate.It said it had
"contingency plans in place to
minimise the impact on hotel
operations."According to booking
data from the motoring group

believe you for a second'

World A carefully choreographed photo-op fell to
pieces when Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau was confronted by a disgruntled
steelworker, who challenged him over high taxes
and the rising cost of living.The tense exchange,
which was caught on camera, took place at a steel
firm in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, on Friday. The
unidentified worker refused Trudeau's offer of
doughnuts and instead complained about high
taxes, medical bills, and what he perceived as
handouts to "lazy" individuals. Trudeau attempted
to defend his policies, stating, "The 25 per cent
tariffs we just brought in is going to help you out ...
that's going to keep your job."However, the
worker countered, "What about the 40 percent
taxes I am paying and I don't have a doctor?"In
response, Trudeau pointed to a multimillion-dollar
investment by the Canadian government, which

claimed would secure the worker’s

employment "for many years to come.""I’'m going
to invest in you and your job," Trudeau said.But
the worker remained unconvinced. "I don't believe
you, not for a second," he said.The worker
described his struggles to make ends meet and
support his family despite having a full-time job.
When Trudeau mentioned dental care, the worker
replied, "Yeah, I pay for it myself. We are like three
years behind."Trudeau responded by highlighting
the recent investment that allowed half a million
people to access dental care, but the worker
retorted, "Yeah, probably like my neighbour who
doesn't go to work because she's lazy. Taking a jab
at Trudeau’s dipping approval ratings, the worker
predicted that the Liberal Party leader would be
voted out, saying, "I think you are only here for
another year, we won't see you around in another
year."Trudeau calmly replied,
elections are for. I look forward to everyone
exercising the right to vote."The worker walked
off after refusing to shake Trudeau’s hand. A video
of the exchange has gone viral, with many
Canadians praising the worker for speaking up to
the Prime Minister and others commending
Trudeau for maintaining his composure.

"That's what

Polio vaccination drive begins in war-struck Gaza after first case in 25 years

- 1he World Health Organisation has said
Israel agreed to limited pauses in the
fighting to facilitate the campaign. There
were initial reports of Israeli strikes in
central Gaza early Sunday, but it was not
immediately known if anyone was killed
or wounded.

World Palestinian health authorities and
United Nations agencies on Sunday began a
large-scale campaign of vaccinations
against polio in the Gaza Strip, hoping to
prevent an outbreak in the territory that has

beenravaged by the Isracl-Hamas war.

Authorities plan to vaccinate children in
central Gaza until Wednesday before
moving on to the more devastated northern
and southern parts of the strip. The campaign

began with a small number of vaccinations
on Saturday and aims to reach about
6,40,000 children.The World Health
Organisation has said Israel agreed to
limited pauses in the fighting to facilitate the
campaign. There were initial reports of
Israeli strikes in central Gaza early Sunday,
but it was not immediately known if anyone
was killed or wounded. The pause ended
Sunday afternoon, according to a schedule
released by Israel.Israel has said the
vaccination program will continue through
Sept. 9 and last eight hours a day.

Gaza recently reported its first polio case in 25
years — a 10-month-old boy, now paralysed
in aleg. The World Health Organisation says
the presence of a paralysis case indicates
there could be hundreds more who have
been infected but aren't showing symptoms.

Most people who have polio do not experience
symptoms, and those who do usually
recover in a week or so. But there is no cure,
and when polio causes paralysis, it is usually

permanent. If the paralysis affects breathing
muscles, the disease can be fatal.

The vaccination campaign faces challenges,
from ongoing fighting to devastated roads
and hospitals shut down by the war. Around
90% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million
people have been displaced within the
besieged territory, with hundreds of
thousands crammed into squalid tent camps.

Health officials have expressed alarm about
disease outbreaks as uncollected garbage
has piled up and the bombing of critical

infrastructure has sent putrid water flowing
through the streets. Polio is spread through
fecal matter. Widespread hunger has left
people even more vulnerable to illness.

"We escaped death with our children, and fled
from place to place for the sake of our
children, and now we have these diseases,"
said Wafaa Obaid, who brought her three
children to the Al-Aqgsa Martyrs Hospital in
Deir al-Balah to get the vaccinations.

Ammar Ammar, a spokesperson for the U.N.
children's agency, said it hopes both parties
adhere to a temporary truce in designated
areas to enable families to reach health
facilities."This is a first step," he told The
Associated Press." But there is no alternative
to a cease-fire because it's not only polio that
threatens children in Gaza, but also other
factors, including malnutrition and the
inhuman conditions they are living in."The
vaccinations will be administered at roughly
160 sites across the territory, including
medical centres and schools.

Storm floods northern Philippine regions, including
capital, disrupting schools, work and travel

MANILA: A slow-moving storm unleashed

pounding rains that flooded many northern
Philippine areas overnight into Monday,
prompting authorities to suspend classes and
government work in the capital region and
warn thousands of residents to prepare to
evacuate from flood-prone villages along a
key river.Tropical Storm Yagi was blowing
over the coastal waters of Vinzons town in
Camarines Norte province, southeast of
Manila, on Monday with sustained winds of
up to 75 kilometers (47 miles) per hour and
gusts of up to 90 kph (56 mph), according to
the weather bureau. The storm, locally called
Enteng, was moving northwestward at 10
kph (6 mph) near the eastern coast of the
main northern region of Luzon, where the
weather bureau warned of possible flash
floods and landslides in mountainous
provinces.A resident died after being

electrocuted in Naga city in eastern
Camarines Sur province, where floodwaters
swamped several communities, police said.
Authorities were verifying if the death was

weather-related.Storm warnings were raised -
in a large swath of Luzon, the country’s most
populous region, including in metropolitan

Manila, where schools at all levels and most
government work were suspended due to the
stormy weather. Along the crowded banks of
Marikina River in the eastern fringes of the
capital, a siren was sounded in the morning
to warn thousands of residents to brace for
evacuation in case the river water continues
torise and overflows due to heavy rains.

In Northern Samar province, coast guard

personnel used a rope to evacuate 40
villagers on Sunday in two villages that were
engulfed in waist-high floods, the coast
guard said.Sea travel was temporarily halted

in several ports affected by the storm,
stranding about 2,400 ferry passengers and

cargo workers, and nearly two dozen
domestic flights were suspended due to the
stormy weather.Downpours have also

caused water to rise to near-spilling
level in Ipo dam in Bulacan province,
north of Manila, prompting authorities
to schedule a release of a minimal
amount of water later Monday that they
say would not endanger villages
downstream.About 20 typhoons and
storms batter the Philippines each year.
The archipelago lies in the “Pacific
Ring of Fire,” aregion along most of the
Pacific Ocean rim where many volcanic
eruptions and earthquakes occur,
making the Southeast Asian nation one
ofthe world’s most disaster-prone.
In 2013, Typhoon Haiyan, one of the
strongest recorded tropical cyclones in the
world, left more than 7,300 people dead or
missing, flattened entire villages, swept
ships inland and displaced more than 5
million people in the central Philippines.
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Speed Thrills: Naga
Chaitanya calls for more
night street races after
Chennai success

New Delhi. Tollywood superstar Akkineni
Naga Chaitanya flaunted his love for
motorsport when he graced the Indian
Racing Festival (IRF) night street racing
competition in Chennai on Sunday,
September 1. The owner of one of the eight
teams in the league, Naga Chaitanya, called
for more night street races in the country,
saying it brings the fans closer to motorsport.

The superstar actor, son of legendary Akkineni
Nagarjuna, spoke to India Today on Sunday
and shared his excitement about being part
of the sensational racing show in Chennai.l
am so excited. I have been a motorsport fan
from a very early age. [ am very happy to see
a street circuit in Chennai. This is amazing.
Very excited," Naga Chaitanya, owner of the
Hyderabad Blackbirds team, said."I think it
takes the sport closer to the people. I think
when it's on the streets and in the heart of the
city, the energy just translates to the people.
They are so close to the race track, listening
to the car. It just takes racing so much closer
to the people."Motor racing, as a sport, is
there in people's minds. People watch F1.

The more it goes to different cities, the more
it's going to bring the community together
and make the sport bigger. Year by year, we
have seen the sport progress. Just a couple of
years ago, we saw Hyderabad. Now it's in
Chennai. I know the organisation is planning
for other cities too," he added.Eight teams
took part in the event, each with a diverse
lineup of drivers -- the Bangalore
Speedsters, Chennai Turbo Riders, Speed
Demons Delhi, Goa Aces, Hyderabad
Blackbirds, and Rahr Bengal
Tigers.Stunning drone visuals of normal
traffic movement and the race cars grooming
around the circuit side-by-side went viral on
social media over the weekend.

CHAY,ACALM OWNER

Naga Chaitanya made sure his team did not
feel the pressure ahead of Sunday's race.

[ don't want to put too much pressure on them.
It's the first time they are driving on this
track. So getting to know them, I want to
wish the best to them," he said.The
groundbreaking two-day event was held at
the Chennai Formula Racing Circuit, a
specially designed 3.

Mohamed Salah confirms

Liverpool exit after 3-0 win vs
Manchester United

New Delhi. Liverpool forward Mohamed
Salah revealed that this ongoing season will
be his last with the club. Salah's
announcement came following their
emphatic 3-0 victory over Manchester
United on Sunday, September 1. Salah, who
holds the record as the highest-scoring
visiting player at Old Trafford in Premier
League history with seven goals, played a
crucial role in the match by scoring and
providing two assists for Luis
Diaz.Liverpool dominated from start to
finish, and the margin of victory could have
been even greater if not for missed late
opportunities. Despite the team’s celebration
of the resounding success, Salah’s post-
match comments quickly became the focal
point.

"T'had a good summer, a long time to stay with
myself and think positively a bit, this is my
last year with the club and I want to enjoy it,"
the 32-year-old told Sky Sports."I feel I am

free to play football -- we will see what
happens next year. Nobody in the club has
talked to me about contracts. It is not up to
me, itis up to the club."

Man United vs Liverpool: Match Report

Liverpool manager Arne Slot's impressive
start continued as he became the first
Liverpool manager since Bob Paisley in
November 1975 to win his first match
against United, and only the second to do so
away from home after George Kay in
November 1936. Despite the significant
victory, Salah's future with the club was the
main topic of discussion."I feel I am free to
play football -- we will see what happens
next year. Nobody in the club has talked to
me about contracts. It is not up to me, it is up
totheclub."

Man United vs Liverpool: Match Report

Liverpool manager Arne Slot's impressive
start continued as he became the first
Liverpool manager since Bob Paisley in
November 1975 to win his first match
against United, and only the second to do so
away from home after George Kay in
November 1936. Despite the significant
victory, Salah's future with the club was the
main topic of discussion.

New

New Delhi.

Ollie Pope aims to 'learn and move on’
after poor outings as England captain

MS Dhoni opened up about his
bond with Virat Kohli and hailed
him as one of the best batters in
world cricket.

New Delhi. England are on course of
completing their summer with a 100% win
record in Test cricket after 20 years. Joe Root
and Gus Atkinson have been the face of
England's success at home with some
memorable performances. Amid all the
highs, there was one player who came under
immense scrutiny for his failure with the bat
this season. Pope took over England's
captaincy duties in Tests after full-time
captain Ben Stokes suffered an injury ahead
of the 3-match series against Sri Lanka. He is
yet to score a fifty in his stint as Test captain.
While Pope admitted his lack of runs in the
series and seemed confident on putting up a
better performance in the next match at his
home ground at the Oval.

"I'm not going to put down my average shot to
the fact that [ was captain,”" Pope said. "I'll
learn from it and move on, but I think I've

managed my own game better throughout
this matcha€e The second innings was
slightly different, because we were really
trying to push the game forward, but I was
very disappointed with the shot I played in
the first innings so early on," he said.

Ollie Pope on his lean patch

Pope scored a century and two half-centuries
in the series against West Indies, but couldn't
carry his form against Sri Lanka. He
managed to score just 6, 6, 1 and 17 and the
experts questioned his shot selection and
lack of confidence and pointed out the
burden of captaincy weighing him

Paralympics 2024. Shuttler Murugesan
beats Ramadass to fight for gold in final

Indian para shuttler
Thulasimathi Murugesan
stormed into the final of
Women's SU-5 event as she
heat her Indian compatriot
Manisha Ramadass in the
semi-final

New Delhi, Indian para shuttler Thulasimathi
Murugesan assured India of their 8th medal
at the Paralympics 2024. She stormed into
the gold medal match by beating her
compatriot Manisha Ramadass in the
Women's SU5 semi-final during the wee
hours on Monday. It was a hard-fought
contest between the two Indians, and it was
Murugesan who prevailed in the end as she
managed to beat Ramadass 23-21, 21-17 in

Delhi.India’s Para Archer '
Sheetal Devi is garnering massive
praise all over the internet for her
remarkable performance in the
ongoing Paralympic Games in Paris.
Sheetal’s immaculate accuracy in
her sport has made her a social media ,
sensation with several eminent /@&

personalities taking notice of her |

talent.French footballer Jules Konde
was left star-struck as he shared the
video of the armless archer
exhibiting her unique technique to
shoot an arrow and hitting a bullseye
on his X handle. Famous football
broadcaster Piers Morgan was also
left in awe of Sheetal as he wrote “These
Paralympians are truly incredible. Wow,”
while sharing the video on his X
handle.Erik Solheim, former Minister of
Climate and the Environment of Norway
also lauded the spirit and courage of the 17-
year-old calling her poetry in motion.“This
is beyond possible! Sheetal Devi is poetry
in motion. Just 17 years old.Born without

just under 40 minutes. After the loss in the
semi-final, Ramadass will compete in the
bronze medal match as she still stood a
chance to win a Paralympic medal. The first
game turned out to be tightly contested as
both the players were determined and

showcased their skills. Manisha saved

multiple game points, but could not
capitalise on the opportunities which she
created. Murugesan won the first set 23-21.
In the second game, Manisha started off
strong as she took an 11-10 lead in the mid-
game break. Murugesan made full use of the
mistakes made by her opponent. She used a
combination of precise drop shots and
strategic placements to win the 2nd set as
well, 21-17, and reach the fina

arms.A true hero. Congrats India,” wrote
Solheim on his X account.Former India
cricketer Harbhajan Singh was also left
stunned by the Para Archer and also shared
her video on his X handle.

Meanwhile, Sheetal was knocked out in the

pre-quarterfinals round of the Women’s
Individual Compound Open event. The
Indian Para athlete lost to Chile’s Mariani

Another medal confirmed
The top seed will face China's Yang Qiu
Xia, who is a gold medallist from the
Tokyo Paralympics, in the final match for
gold. Meanwhile, Manisha will compete
against Chathrine Rosengren from
Denmark for the bronze medal match.
India at Paralympics 2024 so far
India secured seven medals at the
Paralympic Games so far, with a gold and
two silvers with four bronze medals. On
Monday, Nishad Kumar also won a silver
medal in the men's high jump T47. Para
Sprinter Preeti Pal clinched the bronze
medal in 200m T-35 with a time of 30.01
seconds on Sunday.

More glory awaits in Para Badminton as

Nithya Sre and Sivarajan Solaimalai will
aim for a podium finish in the mixed doubles
bronze medal match.Apart from them,
Nitesh Kumar, Suhas Yathiraj and
Thulusimathi Murugesan will be seen
fighting for gold in their respective singles
match.Paralympics 2020 in Tokyo was
India's most successful campaign with 19
medals, which included five gold, eight
silvers and six bronze medals.

! . . .
archer's Paralympics heroics go viral

Zuniga by 137-138. The Jammu and
Kashmir-born Para archer hit four bulls
eye in the match and ended up losing by
adifference of just one point.

Sheetal to compete in Mixed Team
Compound Open Quarterfinal

However, her journey in Paris is far from
over as she will be seen participating in
the Mixed Team Compound Open
Quarterfinal alongside Rakesh Kumar
on September 2 and will have a chance
to finish on the podium on her debut at
the Games.

Notably, during the Ranking round of the
Individual event, Sheetal shattered the
Paralympic and World Record scoring

703 points. However, she was overtaken by

Turkey's Oznur Cure who surpassed her by

scoring 704 points.

Born with a rare congenital disorder called

phocomelia, which causes underdeveloped
limbs, Sheetal has overcome incredible
odds to become the first and only active
female archer competing without arms.

down.Meanwhile, Pope aimed to block the
outside chatter and wanted to focus on
improving his game.

I'm not surprised," he said. "Chatting to
Stokesy before this series, when you're
captain as well, you're going to attract a lot
more [criticism]. To be honest, it is just
important to block it out and keep staying
close with the people around you. There's a
lot of voices, a lot of guys who want to have
their say - some past cricketers as well - and
that's completely fine.

Pope aims to shun outside noise

"Everyone's entitled to their opinion, but it's
important for us as a team and me to stay and
keep trusting the people in the four walls,
because that's not going to help me get back
into my best form. Sometimes, when you
have two bad games, it can feel a lot worse
than it is because of the noise that's
surrounding it."Pope's focus was on making
his team win and staying positive about
getting out of the lean patch.

"For me, it's just trying to stay as level as I can
and keep on trusting the people around me,
putting my work in, and not really
overthinking it, to be honest. When I went
and made good runs in that West Indies
series, that's exactly what I was playing like,
so there's no real need for me to get too
involved in what people are saying."

Tiafoe becomes 1st
American man to reach
3 consecutive US Open

quarters since 2008

Frances Tiafoe became the first American man

to reach three consecutive quarter-finals in
the US Open since 2008. He achieved this
feat after defeating Australia's Alexei
Popyrin, who was playing his first-ever round
four in a Grand Slam. The home favourite
turned up on the occasion to defeat the 29th
seed Popyrin 6-4, 7-6(3), 2-6, 6-3. He will
face Grigor Dimitrov in the quarter-final at
Flushing Meadows. Tiafoe recalled his
childhood heroes, who inspired him to take
up tennis and said that Arthur Ashe Stadium
brings the best out of him.

"I always dreamt about playing on this court

[since I was] a kid. I used to hit against the
wall and wanted to compete on this court,"
Tiafoe said in his on-court interview. "Seeing
the Williams sisters win titles here, seeing
Roger win here a million times, [ was like 'l
just want to play on this court'. It's so iconic,
obviously named after Arthur Ashe, so I
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wanted to be a part of that. I think it brings out
the best of me."

Frances Tiafoe wins Round of 16
Tiafoe's connection with Arthur Ashe Stadium
The match, which lasted for three hours and two

minutes, was a lot closer than it may seem.
Popyrin who stunned the 24-time Grand Slam
winner Novak Djokovic in the third round,
was leading the second set 5-2. He also
earned three set points on serve at 5-3, 40/0.
However, his second serve let him down,
which led to a tie-break. He hit eight double
faults in that match."He was serving 5-3,
40/0. T was like, "Well I'm pretty sweaty, I'm
sweating through my shoes. I'm about to go
and change and try to win this thing in four',"
Tiafoe said."I won a point, won another point.
I was like, 'Ooh'. He gave me one. I was like,
'Don't let me get two'. And then I was like,
'Don't let me get three'. And then [ was like, 'l
might as well break now'. I got pretty lucky
there, honestly."The Australian made a
comeback by clinching the third set.

Dinesh Karthik picks Pujara-Rahane's
replacement for Border Gavaskar Trophy

Former India wicketkeeper hatter
Dinesh Karthik named potential
replacements of Cheteshwar Pujara
and Ajinkya Rahane in the upcoming
Border Gavaskar Trophy 2024-25.

Former India cricketer Dinesh
Karthik named Cheteshwar Pujara and
Ajinkya Rahane’s replacements for the
upcoming Border Gavaskar Trophy (BGT)
scheduled to be played in Australia. Notably,
India and Australia will lock horns in a five-
match Test series for the first time since 1992
beginning from November 22.

India have had a brilliant record down under in

their last two series as they managed to beat
the Aussies in their own den. Both Pujara

bat to help India trump the Kangaroos
on the last two occasions. Hence,
replacing the two batting stalwarts
won’t be an easy task for the India in the
upcoming tour.However, Karthik feels
that youngsters Shubman Gill and
Safaraz Khan have the caliber to
replace the senior pros in the upcoming
tour.“Shubman Gill and Sarfaraz Khan.
Both of those batters have done really
well against England in the home series
that recently happened at the start of the
year. [ have a feeling both of them will
definitely be on that flight to Australia
and will be trying to do their best. We
will know if they’re able to replace both
Ajinkya and Pujji (Pujara). Big shoes to fill,
but they have the quality and calibre in
them,” Karthik said on HeyCB with DK
show on Cricbuzz.

and Rahane played massive roles with the Notably, Cheteshwar Puajara was the
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backbone of the Indian batting line up
during their 2018-19 series win finishing as
the highest run scorer with 521 runs. On the
other hand, Ajinkya Rahane scored a match-
winning hundred at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG) in the 2020-21 series to help
India recover from the ghosts of the

Adelaide Test where they were
bundled out for 36 runs in the second
innings.

Shubman Gill's memorable debut in
Australia

Meanwhile, Shubman Gill, who has
played 25 Tests so far, got his career
offto aterrific start in Australia during
the BGT 2020-21. The 24-year-old
finished as sixth highest run scorer of
the series with 259 runs from six
innings including a match-winning 91
onday 5 of the historic Gabba Test.

On the other hand, Sarfaraz has also got
his career off to a good start after

recently making his debut against England

and scored 200 runs from five innings at an

average of 50 with three half centuries to his

name. Both players will have massive shoes

to fill and will be eager to stand up to the task

in Australia.
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- Stretches Right Into The Weekend With
lntense Aerial Yoga Workout

4

true blue fitness enthusiast at heart, Taapsee Pannu indulges
in intense physical activities to ensure that she is fit and
healthy. One of her favourites is aerial yoga. On Saturday, the
actress shared a video of herself practicing aerial yoga. Taapsee
wowed fans with her impressive workout routine. In the video,
Taapse Pannu can be seen acing various asanas in the air. From
hanging with the help of fabric to pulling off some tough exercises,
the clip featured moments that were nothing short of a daring stunt.
In the caption of the post, Taapsee Pannu wrote, “Aerial shaerial ... N
all that jazz...”Taapsee Pannu’s workout routine is a combination of
strength training, cardio and flexibility exercises. In one of her previous
posts, she was seen doing weight training to build strength. She also
indulged in sets of rope lat pull-downs and core exercises.In another
video, she is seen sitting on the floor in perfect posture while doing yoga.
Suggesting that she finds yoga a great way torelax, Taapsee wrote in her
caption, “The calm... before the storm.”Following two back-to-back
releases this month Khel Khel Mein and Phir Aayi Haseen Dillruba,
Taapsee Pannu has been garnering love for her performance in both.
While in Khel Khel Mein, she shared the screen space with
Akshay Kumar, Fardeen Khan, Vaani Kapoor, Ammy Virk,
Aditya Seal and Pragya Jaiswal, Phir Aayi Haseen Dillruba
marked her second collaboration with Vikrant Massey. Sunny
Kaushal also played a pivotal role in this crime thriller.On the
personal front, Taapsee Pannu got married to longtime beau and
badminton coach Mathias Boe in March, this year. The couple
kept the wedding private, with only close friends and family in
attendance. Speaking with news agency ANI, she reflected on the
reason behind keeping it private. Taapsee said, “Actually, I'm still
hesitant in certain ways. I don’t like to milk a headline out of it. It’s
been like that I've seen with actresses: once you are with someone,
regardless of how big or small the personality of that someone is, that
starts overtaking your headlines, like headlines regarding my work.”

Kangana Ranau '

Says She Turned Down SRK's Zero, Akshg
Singh s Bliing: 'l Was Strugglmg For

I < angana Ranaut claimed she was offered Shah Rukh Khan starrer Zero (2018) and

-

Akshay Kumar’s film Singh Is Bliing (2015). She also claimed that Aamir Khan
nd Salman Khan also offered her the leads in their films. But she turned down
both the offers. In a new interview, the actress said that she was considered for some of
the biggest films in the last decade but she refused them. She said she wanted to do films
that one would not usually do, such as playing Indira Gandhi in Emergency.Speaking on
Aap Ki Adalat, Kangana said, “Salman had offered me a role in *Bajrangi Bhaijaan’,
Shahrukh had offered a role in *Zero™.” When asked if she ever turned down a

film starring g Akshay Kumar, she said, "Akshay

1
i

v,
4

Kumar was offering me a role in

*Singh is Bling’. As a female actor, |

created my own existence (astitva)

in the industry. Nobody wants to
make a movie on an old woman,
who was thrice our Prime Minister

(Indira Gandhi).”

Kangana added that there was a
time when she struggled to get
work. However, her life changed
after Queen. While offers poured
in, she did not want to do
everything coming her way. “In
2006, when 1 was struggling for

roles, nobody offered me
anything. Not even secondary roles. When My movie Queen became a success in

2014, then offers came. I felt I have got a separate opportunity. Like Vyjayantimala, ‘

Sridevi used to do movies on their own. Will Aamir Khan allow me to give the best

performance? Salman is a larger-than-life star. Temptations..they’re giants of

industry. Salman is my dear friend, Aamir so nice.” she said.Kangana had
previously claimed that she was offered Ranbir Kapoor starrer Sanju.

A

Veteran Actress Malashree Supports
Darshan; Allu Arjun To Attend
NBK's 50-Year Milestone Event

[
|

any actors and actresses have come out
Min support of Darshan and said that he
will get justice. Now, veteran actress
Malashree has also come out in support of the
actor. Talking to the media about Darshan’s
case, Malashree said, “I believe in justice and
God. It was Darshan who introduced my
daughter Aradhana to the industry through the
film Kaatera; so my daughter Aradhana and 1
will be forever grateful to Darshan. The love
shown by Darshan cannot be forgotten,” she
added. Malashree said that he is different from
the things she heard and saw. “I really don’t
know what to say about the incident that has
happened now. There is a belief in justice.
Hope it will turn out good for Darshan,”
Malashree further added. She also said
Darshan’s wife Vijaylaksmi is a strong woman,
and has seen manOn the occasion of
Nandamuri Balakrishna’s 50 years of entering
the film industry. a grand celebration has been
planned by the Telugu film industry at
Hyderabad Hitex Novotel Hotel on September
1. Noted celebrities and politicians will visit
the grand event sponsored by Shreyas Media in
association with Suchir India. The Film
Chamber of Commerce President Bharat
Bhushan and other important individuals
invited the National Award Winner Allu Arjun
on behalf of the Telugu film industry.y ups and
downs in life. After much speculation, Deepika
Padukone and Ranveer Singh finally
announced their pregnancy in February this
year. Taking to Instagram, the much-loved
couple shared that their baby will arrive in
September 2024. The post met with a lot of
love from their industry peers including Alia
Bhatt, Priyanka Chopra Jonas, Vikrant
Massey, Ayushmann Khurrana, and Sonam
Kapoor Ahuja, among many others. Through
the past few months, Deepika’s public

appearances where she’s flaunting her baby
bump have been going viral.

Raj And DK Reveal How Stree
Was Born Qut Of Brainstorming
Sessions At A Cafe: 'A

Ridiculous Story That..

ilmmakers Raj and DK celebrated six
years of their hit horror-comedy Stree on

Saturday. Directed by Amar Kaushik, who
has also directed Stree 2, the film was written
and produced by Raj and DK. The duo shared
the story of the film’s beginning on Instagram.
Stree featured Rajkummar Rao, Shraddha
Kapoor, Aparshakti Khurana, Abhishek
Banerjee, and Pankaj Tripathi.Recalling how a
wall scribbling in Tirupati became a horror-
comedy, Raj and DK delved into how the story
of *Stree’ came to be. “Two back-to-back studio
films failed... Typically, this type of situation
means the end of a filmmaking career,” the duo
wrote. It was also the day Mumbai had heavy
rain, and with a “heavy heart,” Raj walked
through foot-deep water to get to a coffee shop
with his laptop. Raj continued, “So, I typed out
on a blank page, *O Stree, Kal Aana!” I dug into
one of my lasting childhood visuals-every other
wall in my hometown Tirupati, covered with
the scribbling, ‘O Stree, repu raa..” Nobody
knew what the story behind that was. All they
knew was a strange urban legend that a scary
stree will come into your house if you don’t
write this. Why? How? What does she want?
No one knew.”

Raj then started wondering, what if she couldn’t

read Telugu? Why would she keep falling for
the same trick to come back? And what if,
despite everything, she still wanted to enter?
These ideas stayed with him for years and
eventually inspired them to think about a
“gender reversal” film, where men are the ones
afraid to go out late at night, experiencing the
fears that many women face every day.

A small coffee shop in Andheri West became their

office and that is where they met the crew and
actors, discovered a talented writer at the next
table, and spent hours discussing the film’s
production. Soon after, the film hit the floors.
The duo wrote, “Cut to: A crew ready to buy
into this silly story was put together. A cast was
cajoled into doing this film despite it being
nonconforming. A film started getting shot
despite there being no precedent for this kind. A
super friendly tun shoot happened in the tiniest
of the towns, Chanderi, where we stayed in
guesthouses and schools, shot all over the town
and played Mafia at nights. Many lasting bonds
were formed.”
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