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The colours of our flag
represent who we are

THE SGPC advisory to change the colour of the
Nishan Sahib at gurdwaras from bhagwa
(saffron) to basanti or surmai is an important step
towards distinguishing Sikh identity. Religion,
after all, defines a people; it provides them with an
identity. It is not just a matter of personal or
private belief. And it certainly is not about deep
philosophies. Its public manifestations and
shared signs and symbols help people form an
identity for themselves. It identifies people as
members of a group. At the same time, it also
identifies those who do not belong to the group.

It was in this context that in Young India (April 14,
1921), Mahatma Gandhi proposed a national flag
that had two colours: green and red. Green,
explained Gandhi, was the colour of Muslims,
and red was of Hindus. The green-and-red
national flag represented an India that was made
up of Muslims and Hindus — both sharing a flag.

Gandhi’s design was akin to the flag of the UK. That
flag sported three types of crosses. Each
represented a Christian denomination, which, in
turn, represented the lands that had come together
to form the But Sikh leaders disabused Gandhi of
his ‘blindness’ towards other religions in India.
“Please incorporate the colour black to represent
Sikhs since they are neither Hindu nor Muslim,”
they urged.After all, India was not a country of
Hindus or Muslims alone but of hundreds of other
dharma paramparas, too. Each had a distinct
philosophy, rituals, visibly different sants, gurus
and mentors. Gandhi’s mother, Putlibai, was a
follower of Prannath, a sant who came from a
prosperous merchant family and advocated a
dharma parampara that freely used components
of Jainism, Vaishnavism and Christianity while
asserting its independent identity.A later version
of the flag for India that Gandhi made public
included three stripes: red, white and green.
White, in the middle, represented all other
religious communities of India. Addressing
Sikhs, Gandhi’s article effectively said that they
would simply have to adjust and accommodate
with everyone else. You are ‘needlessly agitated’,
Gandhi wrote. “To ask for special prominence is
tantamount to a refusal to merge in the two
numerically great communities,” he stressed.
Gandhi also conceded that the ‘quarrel between
Hindus and Mussalmans’ was intractable, (but)
that Sikhs had never had any difference with
Hindus and that the Sikhs’ “quarrel with the
Mussalmans was of the same type as the Hindus.”

Communal conflicts grew in the 1920s to such an
extent that when Gandhi wrote a scathing report
on the Kohat riots, Maulana Mohammed Ali —
one of his closest friends — accused him of being
communal. Consequently, Gandhi decided to
abandon religion as the basis of the nation.

Such separation based on religion was used by the
British to divide Indians, the Congress leadership
would argue repeatedly. In 1928, the British
Indian Army came out with the Handbook for the
Indian Army: Sikhs, published for the instruction
of officers who commanded the Sikh regiment.
This handbook explained that Sikhs had fought
the “political tyranny of the Mussalmans and the
social tyranny of the Hindus.” It also warned
about colours: no bhagwa colour for Sikhs since
that was the colour of Hindus. Bhagwa, the
handbook explained, was the colour of
renunciation. Sikhs did not renounce the world.
Rather, they strived to protect dharma by taking
up arms.The handbook noted that Sikhism had
been on the wane in the 19th century. But then, it
again started growing. The population of Sikhs
went up from 17,06,165 in 1881 to 31,10,000 in
1921.1t also warned that Sikhs had been
prohibited by their religion from eating halal
meat, from bowing to a Brahmin and from
drinking the foot-wash (charanamrut) of anyone,
god or king. Instead, they drank only amrit
(literally ‘divine nectar’).

When Gandhi next wrote on the national flag for
India, he suggested a tricolour with bhagwa,
white and green stripes. These stood,
respectively, for sacrifice, purity and sustenance,
he said. The red for Hindus had been changed by
Gandhi to bhagwa without any explanation,
perhaps because by then, red had come to be
associated with communists.

AUGUST 20 was an embarrassing day for the
government of West Bengal, which is a part of “India,
that is Bharat... a Union of States”. It was almost a
‘knockout’ blow by the Supreme Court, which suo
motu (on its own accord/motion) took up the case of
the rape-murder of a trainee doctor in a state-run
hospital on August 9. The court chided the state for its
acts of omission and commission.Understandably,
the Mother Goddess-worshipping Bengalis, true to
their spirited tradition of fighting (like their Punjabi
brethren) against British injustice and excesses, burst
onto the streets against the state government, and
sought justice for the victim, thereby showing the
whole of India how to democratically and peacefully
confront the establishment over a heinous crime
committed on its watch.Thus, while Bengal showed
India the art of fighting the establishment for the sake
of justice, the Supreme Court endorsed it and took a
cue from it. In an unprecedented three-judge Bench
order, the apex court sternly emphasised “safety and
security of all medical professionals” as “an issue of
high national priority” and ordered the state
government not to “unleash power of the state on
peaceful protesters”.The first round goes to the role
played by the judiciary as the Bengal state machinery
fared poorly. Consequently, as it so often happens in
Indian polity, the brutal crime prompted the state
government’s political opponents to demand the
imposition of President’s rule in Bengal under Article
356 of the Constitution. Today, the clamour for
justice for the victim has grown into a vociferous
demand from the rival quarter for the resignation of
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee. The crime scene
has turned into a political hotbed for a blame game
and one-upmanship.Article 356 is about “provisions
in case of failure of constitutional machinery in
States” wherein “if the President, on receipt of report

These two ‘boats’ — as submarines are

The efficacy of effective deterrence and the

THE Election Commission of India’s (ECI) P&
decision to change the polling date for the [
Haryana Assembly elections from October 1
to October 5 has been predictably welcomed
by the ruling BJP and slammed by the main
Opposition party, the Congress. Apparently
fearing a lower voter turnout due to holidays
before and after the original voting day, the
BJP and the Indian National Lok Dal — an
Opposition party whose very survival is at
stake — had sought postponement; the
Bishnoi community joined the chorus, citing
the annual festival in Rajasthan in memory of
its founder, Guru Jambheshwar. It’s no
surprise that the Congress and the BJP are at
odds on the issue, but that was not the case
when they demanded the deferment of the
2022 Punjab Assembly elections in view of
Guru Ravidas Jayanti. The ECI had done the
needful, but both parties were blown away by the AAP

INS Arighaat will bolster India’s deterrence capability

INS Arighaat and INS Arthant will enhance the robustness of India’s strategic posture.

THE commissioning of India’s second nuclear-

powered ballistic missile submarine, the INS
Arighaat, on August 29 at Visakhapatnam is a
significant step in India’s progression towards a
credible second-strike deterrence capability.

he first SSBN (ship, submersible, ballistic, nuclear),

the INS Arihant, was commissioned in 2016. It
became fully operational in 2018 and India carried
out its first successful submarine-launched ballistic
missile (SLBM) test in 2022. The chronology is
relevant to contextualise the arduous timelines, the
complexity of achieving techno-strategic
benchmarks and zero-error platform integration for
an SSBN to become a credible platform in
the deterrence calculus.

referred to — will enhance the robustness
of India’s strategic posture. India became .
a nuclear weapon power in May 1998
when PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee boldly gt
authorised the ‘Shakti’ tests and soon
adopted a no-first-use (NFU) policy as its
nuclear doctrine.

NFU policy is predicated on a credible
second-strike capability, meaning that the
nation must acquire the ability to first
deter a potential adversary from

embarking on an apocalyptic nuclear - e

weapon path. This calls for prudent =
signalling regarding WMD (weapons of =
mass destruction) competence, as in the

ability to deliver nuclear ordnance in an appropriate
manner and the national resolve to take this ultimate
step if deterrence fails.To make deterrence more
robust, the Cold War experience is instructive. The
US used atomic weapons in Hiroshima-Nagasaki
(1945) and the USSR soon joined the nuclear club.
These two superpowers amassed WMD missiles in
a frenzied manner and took the world to the brink of
anuclear war during the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis.
This scary experience compelled both nations to
work towards stable deterrence models and this was
arrived at by way of the techno-strategic options
provided by a nuclear-propelled submarine carrying
nuclear-tipped ballistic missiles — the SSBN.In
summary, because of its intrinsic stealth features, a
nuclear-propelled submarine can remain submerged
for extended periods and is relatively undetectable.
Hence, it is the ideal platform to carry the ‘second
strike’ capability by way of long-range, nuclear-
tipped ballistic missiles.The core function of the

SSBN is to ensure peace through deterrence — not The success of the Indian SSBN programme must be

to engage in sabre-rattling or war-fighting — and
this was the essence of what Rajnath Singh
highlighted at the Arighaat commissioning, when he
noted that the SSBN would “establish strategic
balance and peace in the region and play a decisive
role in the country’s security”.India began its
nuclear-propelled submarine programme in 1984
when Vice-Admiral MK (Miki) Roy was appointed
the first DG of what was then called the ATV
(advanced technology vessel) project. This was a
top-secret mission and then PM Indira Gandhi had
accorded this project the appropriate degree of

national priority and support.

India was placed under US-led technological

sanctions after the 1974 peaceful nuclear explosion
(PNE) and this was a period when Delhi could not
import as much as a screwdriver! And for a country
that lacked an advanced domestic industrial
ecosystem and did not design and manufacture even
a scooter or a car, India embarked upon what many
critics thought was a leap of madness. It decided to
design its own nuclear reactor and build its own
submarine and — hold your breath — this would be
an SSBN.While all nations that acquired SSBNs
before India (the US, former USSR, now Russia, the
UK, France and China) first built conventional boats
with diesel-electric propulsion, then moved up the
ladder to design nuclear-propelled boats (SSN) and
then, finally, mated the ballistic missile with nuclear
warheads, thereby making the platform a potent
SSBN. India plunged into the SSBN quest in the
first instance, albeit with valuable help from
Moscow. This was audacious.

Haryana poll twist

Battling anti-incumbency, BJP buys time

storm.The BJP, which has ruled Haryana for the past

Political tussle over Kolkata horror

The West Bengal Government should lea

from the Governor of the State or otherwise, is
satisfied... that the government of the State cannot be
carried on in accordance with provisions of this
Constitution, the President may by proclamation...
assume to himself/herself all or any.... functions of
the Government of the State”.It’s a sort of an internal
‘emergency’ power of the federal executive to
suspend or override the legislature of the state, even if
temporarily. Nevertheless, despite it being an
‘emergency’ power, it has been applied 134 times
from 1950 to 2024, thereby giving the impression of
its abuse and misuse by the federal government to
target political rivals.BR Ambedkar, the father of the
Constitution, was prescient to emphatically express
that the scope of the Article would be confined to the

rn lessons from the state’s turbulent history
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sense of “breakdown of the constitutional
machinery” and that this was an exceptional
provision which should be applied “only in the last
resort” (Ninth Constituent Assembly Debate).
Nevertheless, the supercharged reaction of the people
of Bengal to the rape-murder criminal law case has
the makings of being a catalyst to turn it into a
constitutional law case owing to the political rivalry
and bitterness between the Central and state actors.
Even the Chief Justice of India was constrained to
openly advise rival litigants “not to politicise” the
rape-murder case.Be that as it may, Article 356 is too
complex a provision to have a practical application
wherein there is neither any imminent threat of
external aggression nor mass internal disturbance.

assessed against this geopolitical and techno-
strategic framework and, hence, the long gestation
from 1984 to 2024 for India to acquire its second
SSBN. The technical characteristics of the Arighaat
are similar to the Arihant: powered by an 83-MW
pressurised light-water nuclear reactor and
displacing 6,000 tonnes, the boat can attain a
maximum speed of 12-15 knots (22-28 km/h) on the
surface and up to 24 knots (44 km/h) when
submerged. It is currently armed with missiles of
750 km and the boats are also designed to carry a
longer range 3,500-km missile, the K-4.

. Acquiring an appropriate level of nuclear
deterrence that is effective, sustainable
and affordable is an onerous
responsibility for the higher defence
management of the nation — the CCS
(Cabinet Committee on Security)
headed by the PM. This is even more so
for India that is committed to the NFU
policy and is located in a difficult
strategic geography. The China-
Pakistan-North Korea WMD
proliferation triangle goes back to the
1980s. This opaque partnership can
pose complex security challenges in
this decade.India’s entire nuclear
capability, posture and long-term
profile have to be reviewed periodically
and necessary funding be made
available. Acquiring more platforms
and honing the efficacy of the first two boats so as to
build on the currently modest SSBN capability is a
first step.he underwater domain will be a contested
arena to maintain peace in the uneasy Indo-Pacific.
Delhi will have to be proactive to be able to ‘deter’
potential nuclear adversaries without fear of
escalation. The SSBN is the most effective option in
the national quiver and India will have to be
cognisant of this abiding imperative.

Acclaimed US nuclear theorist Thomas Schelling

offered sage counsel to security planners: “An early
strategist’s metaphor that nuclear planners are like
homebuilders remains true today. A wise architect
does not design only for benign environments, but
for the worst weather conditions one can reasonably
anticipate. We have to consistently maintain a
‘building code’ for our strategic forces to ensure
they can weather the most stressing scenarios we
can reasonably postulate.” Prudent advice for South
Block.

decade, is desperately looking to blunt the impact
of anti-incumbency. Seeking the postponement of
the polls can be seen as a ploy to buy time and
possibly upset the calculations of its rivals,
particularly a resurgent Congress. The grand old
party won five Lok Sabha seats in the state in the
recent polls after having drawn a blank in 2019,
when the rampaging BJP swept all 10 seats. The
saffron party’s decision to replace Manohar Lal
Khattar with Nayab Singh Saini as the CM earlier
this year was seemingly a last-ditch attempt to
stem the tide of falling popularity.

Four extra days of campaigning could prove crucial,
especially if the poll battle goes down to the wire.
A potentially higher turnout, no matter which
party gains from it, is undoubtedly good for
democracy. The ECI, however, owes the voter an
explanation for not having done adequate
groundwork before finalising the poll date in the

firstplace.

Nevertheless, the rape-murder case is being cited to
seek the CM’s removal and the government’s
dismissal under constitutional law. But that’s easier
said than done.Article 356 revolves around the
“report from the Governor”. However, the reports of
Governors in 134 cases during the past 74 years and
the consequential actions of the federal government
could have been done in a better way for the
development of a healthier and strong democratic
tradition.That’s not all. More important is the fact
that Article 356 must be read with other relevant and
connected articles — Article 256 (Obligations of
States and Union), 257 (Control of Union over States
in certain cases), 355 (Duty of Union to protect
States) and 357 (Exercise of legislative powers
under Proclamation issued under Article 356).
Although there are several Supreme Court
judgments on Article 356, the Bommai case of
March 1994 stands out to stop its rampant ‘misuse’
to provide a salutary check on executive power,
entrenching parliamentary supremacy over the
executive.

Hence, though Bengal is likely to escape Article 356

today, its establishment ought to avoid past lapses
which ruined its reputation. Burdwan’s Sai brothers
were lynched by a mob in front of communist leaders,
district magistrate and the Superintendent of Police
on March 17, 1970. IPS officer Vinod Mehta was
lynched in the Calcutta port on the watch of then
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu on March 18, 1984. Basu
was again the CM when then Opposition leader
Mamata Banerjee was attacked by two communist
henchmen in front of thousands in Kolkata’s Hazra
Park on August 16, 1990. The incumbent
Health/Home Minister of the state can do better than
what has so far been done or undone. CM Mamata
has surely seen it all.
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Sensex Opens Higher, Nifty

HAL Share Jumps 5% As Cabinet Approves Aero-

Below 25,300: HAL Gains 3%,
Airtel Sheds 2%

New Delhi, Indian benchmark indices BSE Sensex and
Nifty 50 opened marginally higher on Tuesday, driven
by mixed signals from Asian markets.At opening bell,
the BSE Sensex was at 82,652.69, up by 0.11 per cent,
while the Nifty 50 was up by 0.14 per cent at 25,313.
Going forward, it is advisable to take a pragmatic
approach and refrain from getting carried away by the
Nifty’s winning streak. Maintaining exclusivity while
stock selection and staying light on positions is
recommended. Furthermore, closely monitoring the
global markets, which have significantly impacted our
market’s initial tone, is essential, said Osho Krishan,
Senior Analyst—Technical & Derivatives, Angel One.

Global CuesShare markets around the world fell slightly
on Monday as investors braced for a data-packed week
culminating in a US jobs report that could decide
whether a rate cut expected this month will be regular
or super-sized.Survey data released on Saturday
showed Chinese manufacturing activity sank to a six-
month low in August, and data on Monday showed
euro zone factories are also still struggling. Wins for the
populist parties in German state elections added a fresh
layer of political uncertainty in European markets,
while a holiday in the United States and Canada made
for thin liquidity.Europe’s STOXX 600 index fell 0.21
per cent, after hitting a record high on Friday.
Germany’s DAX and Britain’s FTSE 100 were down
0.1 per cent and 0.2 per cent, respectively.

Chinese stocks lost 1.7 per cent, led by losses in real
estate after a survey showed home prices growth had
slowed.Futures for the US S&P 500 index were down
0.1 per cent, while those for the tech-laden Nasdaq 100
were flat. That apart, Asia-Pacific markets were mostly
higher on Tuesday as investors digested South Korea’s
inflation numbers for August that were at its lowest on
ayear-on-year (YoY) basis since March 2021.

The country’s consumer price index recorded a 2 per cent
rise YoY, coming down from July’s 2.6 per cent, and in
line with expectations from a Reuters poll of
economists.

World Bank raises India's
FY25 GDP forecast to 7%
from 6.6%

New Delhi. The World Bank has revised its growth
forecast for India, upgrading it to 7% for the financial
year 2024-25, up from its earlier estimate of 6.6%.The
adjustment reflects the strong performance of the
Indian economy, which was the fastest-growing major
economy in FY24 with an 8.2% growth rate.

"India was the fastest growing economy in FY24 at
8.2%, and now it's growing at a good pace," remarked
Auguste Tano Kouame, the World Bank's Country
Director for India. He also noted that global growth
remains subdued compared to pre-pandemic
levels.Looking ahead, the World Bank expects India's
medium-term outlook to remain positive, with strong
growth projected for FY26 and FY27. Kouame
highlighted the importance of diversifying India’s
export basket and leveraging global value chains to
achieve $1 trillion in merchandise exports by 2030.

"India needs to diversify its export basket and leverage
global value chains to reach $1 trillion in merchandise
exports by 2030," Kouame stated. The World Bank also
projects a gradual decline in India’s debt-to-GDPratio,
from 83.9% in FY24 to 82% by FY27. Meanwhile, the
current account deficit is expected to stay within the
range of 1-1.6% of GDP up to FY27.Kouame
highlighted India's proactive stance on free trade
agreements as a key factor in its economic resilience.
"India has had a proactive approach to free trade
agreements," he said.

He further added, "India's robust growth prospects along
with declining inflation will help to reduce extreme
poverty. India can boost its growth further by
harnessing its global trade potential. In addition to IT,
business services, and pharma where it excels, India
can diversify its export basket with increased exports
in textiles, apparel, footwear, electronics, and green
technology."The World Bank's updated forecast
signals strong confidence in India's economic
trajectory, driven by strategic policy initiatives and a
focus on expanding trade and exports.

Gold, silver price : Precious
metals witness dip on MCX

New Delhi Both gold and silver prices recorded a dip on
the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) on Tuesday,
September 3, 2024.Gold futures, maturing on October
4,2024, stood at Rs 71,512 per 10 grams on the MCX,
after recording a dip of Rs 89 or 0.12 per cent. The
previous close was recorded at Rs 71,601.Similarly,
silver futures, maturing on December 5, 2024,
witnessed a dip of Rs 264 or 0.31 per cent and were
retailing at Rs 84,290 per kg on the MCX against the
previous close of Rs 84,554.The gold and silver prices
in India depend on several factors, including the value
of the rupee against the dollar. Global demand also
plays a key role in determining the trends observed in
the rate of precious metals.

GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN INTERNATIONAL

MARKET

Gold prices drifted lower on Tuesday, while investors
awaited a slew of U.S. economic data to gauge the size
of the Federal Reserve's expected interest rate cut this
month, news agency Reuters reported.According to
the latest metal report, spot gold fell 0.2 per cent to
$2,494.19 per ounce by 0155 GMT, while, U.S. gold
futures fell 0.1 per cent to $2,526.10.

Engines Procurement Worth Rs 26,000 Crore

HAL stock in focus as the

company secures a Rs 26,000

crore deal to supply 240 aero-

engines for the IAF's Su-

JOMKI aircraft; Key points for

investors

New Delhi. Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd
(HAL) share price opened over 5% higher
on Tuesday after the union cabinet
committee approved procurement of 240
aero-engines for Su-30 MKI aircraft
worth Rs 26,000 crore from the
company.The delivery of these aero-
engines will begin after one year and be
completed over eight years. The engines
will feature over 54 per cent Indigenous
content, increased through the
indigenisation of key components. They
will be manufactured at HAL’s Koraput

PSU Stocks Rally Losing Grip Due to Weak
Profitability, Higher Expenses; Time To Rejig Portfolio

New Delhi.

After chartbuster
performance in recent months, PSU
stocks are now tumbling across the
board due to concerns about
overvaluation, slowing earnings
growth, and mandatory dividend
payouts.In the last year, PSU stocks
have witnessed a sharp rally riding on

division.HAL shares jumped as much as
5.09 per cent to Rs 4,925.00 apiece at the
open onthe BSE.

This will lead to strong revenue visibility of

3.8 times its trailing 12-month revenue,
Antique Stock Broking said in its latest
note.“HAL’s strong order pipeline from
the medium to long term perspective will
help the company build strong revenue
visibility. Although near term financials
may seem a bit volatile on account of
supply chain challenges it has been
facing to execute the large Tejas MK T A
orders, given the multi-year double-digit
earnings growth potential and robust
return ratio profile of 20 per cent, we
believe that the stock is attractively
valued and, thus, retain BUY rating with
a target price of Rs 6,145 valuing the
company at a PE of 45 times 1HFY27E
earnings,” Antique said.Analysts were
recently concerned over delays in the
delivery of LCA Tejas Mk1A aircraft due
to supply chain issues at GE Aerospace.
The HAL management expects FY25
revenue to grow at 13 per cent YoY on a
rise in manufacturing sales, as it sees

accretion in the past few years.

delivery of Tejas Mk 1A from September
quarter onwards. They did not see upward
revision in FY25 revenue due to concerns
revolving around the supply chain for the
largest contract in the backlog.

“HAL’s order book at the end of FY24 stood
at Rs 94,000 crore providing revenue
visibility of 3.2 times its TTM revenue.
The order book will be further bolstered
by Rs 26,000 crore order for 240 aero
engines of Su-30 MKI aircraft and would
stand at Rs 1.2 lakh crore, delivery of
which should begin from FY26 onwards.
Incrementally, the order pipeline looks
extremely healthy with orders worth Rs
48,000 crore for ALH (25), LUH (12), Su-

30 (12), and RD-33 engines (80) being in
advanced stages of finalisation and are
expected to materialise in the near term,”
Antique said.Subsequently, an order
worth Rs 18,000 crore is expected to
materialise on the RoH front. Even the
long-term order pipeline continues to
remain robust with projects like Tejas MK
II, AMCA, TEDBF, IMRH, LCH, and
ALH is expected to provide HAL with a
business opportunity of Rs 4.5 lakh crore
over the next decade.

Antique said the challenges on the GE 404

engine supply front may persist for a large
part of FY25 and HAL’s commitment to
deliver 19 Tejas MK I A aircrafts in FY25
is expected to face moderation.Industry
expert suggests that FY25 might see the
delivery of eight Tejas MK I A aircrafts
with a few of them being delivered with
CAT B engines and the expectation is that
GE might start delivery of two engines
every month from Dec 2024 (the earlier
expectation was for Sep 2024). This could
impact FY25 revenue booking to mid-
high single digit as against its guidance of
15 percent for FY25,” it said.

Bajaj Housing Finance IPQ Price
Band Fixed At Rs 66-70, to Open
Next Week: All You Need to Know

New Delhi. Bajaj Housing Finance on Thursday
fixed the price band of its much-awaited IPO at

bullish sentiments and monopoly | /\\\ N
business.The BSE PSU index gained ,'IL”: & ;-'_!';"_IIQ = ‘_-\\, __‘L

over 90 per cent in the last one year, -
while select top-performing PSU
stocks have more than doubled,
according to ACE data.

However, the BSE PSU index dipped 837

points to 21,977 in August points
against 22,814 logged in the previous
month.Some of the stocks that plunged
last month include Cochin Shipyard (-
30 per cent), Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engineers (-26 per
cent), Mazagon Dock (-21 per cent),
BEML (-19 per cent), and Engineers
India (-18 per cent).

In an exclusive chat with News18.com,

Narendra Solanki, Head Fundamental
Research—Investment Services,
Anand Rathi Shares, and Stock

Brokers, he explained that after
delighting retail by doubling money
every few months, the multi-billion
dollar rally in PSU stocks is finally
taking a break.Q1) Has the dream run
for PSU stocks come to an end? Should
investors rejig their portfolios?

Answer—Over the past year, PSU stocks

(Defence, Power, Capital Goods, Infra,
and Railways stocks) have witnessed
an exceptional rally, which was led by
productive capital expenditure,
targeted government initiatives, and
improved operational efficiencies.
These have resulted in decent topline
growth and significant bottom-line

As a result, the markets have re-rated the
PSE segment with higher P/E multiples
leading to a spectacular run-up in share
prices.However, in the latest quarter,
some stocks in these themes saw some
dip due to weak profitability on a
sequential basis due to some macro
headwinds and higher expenses, also
the elections played spoilsport
impacting execution.We believe that
despite short-term challenges the
broader theme remains intact in the
long term, but valuations are not at
comfortable levels right now as were in
the past, and a lot of stocks in this pack
have some form of cyclicity. Hence, I
believe PSEs as a basket is not
attractive/ cheap right now but some
stocks are more attractive than others
and that’s a stock-specific call one
should take while evaluating PSEs.I
believe the trajectory is positive for the
PSEs going ahead and it could continue
to attract investors due to the growth
opportunity. One should evaluate
stocks independently and consider
them for their long-term investment.

Premier Energies shares turn multibagger
on debut. What investors need to know

New Delhi. Premier Energies made a
remarkable debut on the stock market,
with shares skyrocketing 120% over
the IPO price, listing at Rs 990 per
share.The second-largest integrated
solar cell and module manufacturer in
India has quickly captured investors'
attention, and retail investors are eager
to understand the
implications.Premier Energies' listing
exceeded expectations, with
Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP
(Research) at Mehta Equities Ltd,
saying, "As expected with strong
subscription response, the listing was
in line with our assumption
considering reasonable valuations
before listing."The company's ability
to capitalise on the booming
renewable energy market played a
significant role in this impressive
performance, he added. Here are some
key insights for retail

investors: Valuation stretched after
multibagger listingDespite the strong
start, experts have advised retail
investors to remain cautious, citing
stretched valuations after the
multibagger listing."Post listing,
considering the 120% listing gain, the
valuation front has moved from
reasonably valued to stretched
valuations,' Tapse said."This shift has
led to recommendations for
conservative investors to book profits.
However, Tapse added, "Risk takers
can continue holding for the long term
as the sector outlook remains
optimistic," he noted.

Long-term potential
Shivani Nyati, Head of Wealth at

Swastika Investmart Ltd, highlighted
Premier Energies' strategic
advantages: "The company's
diversified customer base, robust order
book, and recent surge in profitability

have contributed to this positive
sentiment."Nyati also highlighted that
the company's alignment with
government initiatives promoting
domestic solar production, which
bodes well for long-term growth.

Book profit or hold?

For those who participated in the IPO,
Nyati suggests a cautious approach:
"Investors who participated in the IPO
may book profit, but those who still
want to hold it may keep a stop loss at
Rs 890." This advice is crucial for retail
investors navigating the volatile post-
listing market. What's next?As Premier
Energies continues to expand its
manufacturing capabilities and
strengthen its market position, the
company's future looks promising.
Tapse concluded, "Given the
company's leadership position, we
believe the market could give a
premium multiple in the long run."

Rs 66-70 per share. The Rs 6,560-crore initial
public offering will be opened on September 9,
and will conclude on September 11. The bidding
for anchor investors will open for a day on
September 6.

Bajaj Housing Finance: Key Dates

The Bajaj Housing Finance IPO will remain open
for public subscription between September 9
and September 11. The share allotment will take
place on September 12, while its listing is
scheduled to take place on September 16. The
anchor investors will bid on September 6.

Bajaj Housing Finance IPO Size, Quota

The proposed IPO comprises a fresh issue of
equity shares of up to Rs 3,560 crore and an offer
for sale (OFS) of equity shares to the tune of Rs
3,000 crore by parent Bajaj Finance.A total of 50
per cent of the issue is reserved for qualified
institutional buyers (QIB), 35 per cent for retail
investors, and 15 per cent for non-institutional
investors.Bajaj Housing Finance [PO: GMP

According to market observers, unlisted shares of
Bajaj Housing Finance Ltd are trading Rs 55
higher in the grey market than its issue price.
The Rs 55 grey market premium or GMP means
the grey market is expecting a 79.29 per cent
listing gain from the public issue. The GMP is
based on market sentiments and keeps changing.

‘Grey market premium’ indicates investors’
readiness to pay more than the issue price.

Bajaj Housing Finance IPO: More Details

The share sale is being conducted to comply with
the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI’s) regulations,
which require upper layer non-banking financial
companies (NBFCs) to be listed on the stock
exchanges by September 2025.

Proceeds from the fresh issue will be used to
augment the company’s capital base to meet
future capital requirements.Bajaj Housing
Finance is a non-deposit taking housing finance
company registered with the National Housing
Bank since September 2015. It offers financial
solutions for purchasing and renovating
residential and commercial properties.It has
been identified and categorised as an “upper
layer” NBFC by the RBI in India and its
comprehensive mortgage products include
home loans, loans against property, lease rental
discounting and developer financing.

For the entire 2023-24, the housing lender posted a
net profit of Rs 1,731 crore, marking a growth of
38 percentfromRs 1,258 crorein FY23.

Aadhar Housing Finance and India Shelter
Finance are two housing finance companies that
have listed on the stock exchanges in recent
months.

Can Reko Diq's gold mine end Pakistan's economic crisis

Reko Dig is one of the world's

largest undeveloped copper and

gold reserves, with the potential

to produce 200,000 tons of

copper and 250,000 ounces of

gold annually for over half a

century.

New Delhi Pakistan has been grappling
with a severe economic crisis for quite
some time, and despite financial aid from
the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and friendly nations, the situation
remains dire.However, the country holds
a potential lifeline in its hands—a vast

treasure buried in the gold mines of

Balochistan, particularly the Reko Diq
mine. The government is now considering
selling a 15% stake in this mine to Saudi
Arabia, which could provide much-
needed relief to the struggling
economy.According to a recent report by
The Express Tribune, Saudi Arabia's
Public Investment Fund (PIF) has
expressed interest in purchasing a 15%
stake in the Reko Diq Mining Project.In
addition to this, the fund has proposed
grants for infrastructure development
around the mining sector, aimed at

mine could hold around 400 million tons
of gold, valued at over $1 trillion.An old
report from Bloomberg highlighted that
Reko Diq is one of the world’s largest
undeveloped copper and gold reserves,
with the potential to produce 200,000
tons of copper and 250,000 ounces of
gold annually for over half a century.
However, progress on the mining project
was stalled due to a dispute between the
Pakistani government, Barrick Gold, and
Antofagasta PLC.

Pakistan's debt equals 42% of GDP

Pakistan's economic troubles have forced it
to borrow billions of rupees from various
sources globally, pushing its foreign debt
to staggering levels.According to a report

boosting the overall economic landscape
of Pakistan.Government officials have
disclosed that in response to Saudi
Arabia's proposal, Pakistan has decided
to form a committee to review the
offer.This committee will provide
recommendations to the federal cabinet,
which will then decide on the final
negotiated price. It's important to note
that 50% of the Reko Diq Mining Project
is owned by Barrick Gold, while the
remaining 50% is divided between the
governments of Pakistan and
Balochistan.

Potential economic relief for Pakistan

In the face of Pakistan's fragile economic
state, the country's gold and copper mines

could serve as a crucial resource to help
ease the crisis. Reko Diq, located in the
Chagai district of Balochistan, is reported
to be rich with millions of tons of gold.
Harnessing this resource could alleviate
Pakistan's economic challenges. Reko
Diq is one of the largest gold and copper
mines globally, making it a critical asset
for the nation.Balochistan is known for
its wealth of natural resources, with its
mines holding substantial reserves of
gold and copper. Reports indicate that
when the Reko Diq mine was first
excavated in 1995, 200 kilograms of gold
and 1,700 tons of copper were extracted
within the first four months alone.
Experts at that time estimated that the

by Business Today, the country’s foreign
debt stands at $124.5 billion, which is
equivalent to 42% of its GDP. While
financial aid from the IMF has provided
some relief, it has been insufficient to
bring about significant improvement in
the country’s overall economic
condition.In April this year, Pakistan
received more than Rs 9,000 crore in
economic assistance from the IMF, which
helped increase its foreign exchange
reserves to Rs 1.20 lakh crore by May.
Despite this, the government
acknowledges that selling off state-
owned assets may be one of the few
remaining options to stabilise the
economy.
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Egg on face: BJP on ICICI's response to
Congress claims on Sebi chief's salary

- The fresh flashpoint between the BJP and Congress comes after the latter accused the SEBI chairperson of holding an office of profit at 1CICI Bank.

»Congress accuses SEBI
chief of holding an
office of profit at ICICI
Bank

»ICICl denies paying
salary to Madhabi Puri
Buch after retirement

»Congress calls
response
'wishywashy', BJP hits
back

New Delhi. The BJP said the
Congress ended up with "egg on its
face" after the ICICI Bank denied
paying any salary or granting any
ESOPs (Employee Stock
Ownership Plans) to SEBI
chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch
after her retirement from the bank,
other than her retiral benefits.

The fresh flashpoint between the BJP
and Congress comes after the latter
accused the SEBI chairperson of
"holding an office of profit at [CICI
Bank", and receiving an income of
Rs 16.80 crore between 2017 and
2024 after she became a full-time
member of the market regulator in
2017. Calling it Congress's attempt
to "peddle a bogus agenda", BJP's
IT cell chief Amit Malviya said,
"Congress picks it up from where

Hindenburg Research left, targets
the SEBI chief, ends up with egg on
its face.”The Congress called the
ICICI Bank response "wishywashy"
and said a full counter would be

given on Tuesday at 2 pm. The BJP's
Malviya was quick to hit back,

Congress had a press statement out
on the long and concocted
Hindenburg Research report, almost
immediately, that too around
midnight. But 9.27pm is a late hour
for a statement on ICICI Bank's
rather small note? No help from the
Associates at Hindenburg this
time?" Malviya tweeted.

Last month, the US-based short seller
Hindenburg Research kicked up a
storm after alleging that SEBI's
unwillingness to act against the
Adani Group might be because
Madhabi Buch had stakes in
offshore funds linked to the
conglomerate. Buch had termed the
allegations "baseless".

asking the Congress if it had not The Congress has demanded the

received any help from associates at

Hindenburg. “Rather strange.

resignation of the SEBI chairperson
and sought a response from Prime

Minister Narendra Modi as he was
the head of the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet. The
party said the Supreme Court should
also take cognisance of these fresh
revelations.

"The non-biological PM, who has
been complicit in providing cover to
the SEBI chairperson through his
silence, must come clean and
answer the following questions --
What is the fit and proper criteria for
appointment of heads of regulatory
bodies?" Congress's Jairam Ramesh
tweeted. “Has the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet (ACC),
headed by the Prime Minister, gone
through these shocking facts about
the SEBI chairperson or is the ACC
completely outsourced to the
PMO," he asked.

9 Naxals killed in encounter
with security forces in
hhattisgarh
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Raipur. At least nine Naxalites were killed in an
encounter with security personnel in Dantewada in
Chhattisgarh on Tuesday. Based on intelligence
about the presence of Naxalites on the border of
Dantewada and Bijapur districts, a police party
conducted a search operation in the area.

During the search operation, at around 10.30 am, an
encounter broke out between the security personnel
and the Naxalites from People's Liberation Guerrilla
Army (PLGA) company No 2. Their bodies were
recovered from the spot along with several weapons,
including Self Loading Rifle 303 and 12 Bore guns.

The operation is still on and occasional firing is going
on in the area. No security personnel have been
injured in the encounter so far.Last week, three
villagers were killed by Naxalites in Chhattisgarh's
Bijapur district in separate incidents over suspicion
of being 'police informers'.Union Home Minister
Amit Shah's recently visited Chhattisgarh, where he
discussed anti-Naxal strategies with the Directors
General of Police from seven states.

Did Biren Singh speak too
soon and invite Manipur
storm?

New Delhi. In the early hours of Sunday (September
1), when 31-year-old Ningthoujam Surbala and her
12-year-old daughter were visiting Manipur's
Koutruk Ching Leikai village, bombs dropped from
the skies. In something never seen before in
Manipur, militants used drones to drop bombs. Then
a group of armed Kuki militants carrying snipers,
rifles and RPGs opened fire on the Meitei village. As
villagers scrambled to safety, Surbala was caught in
the crossfire. She was fatally shot in the head. Her
daughter was injured, along with 17 others, while
another person was also killed. The unprecedented
attack by snipers, bombs, RPGs, snipers and most
importantly drones on the village shattered a brief
period of calm in Manipur, a state already entangled
in years-long ethnic clashes and violence.

YouTuber Rajat Dalal surrenders hefore
police in reckless driving incident

New Delhi. YouTuber Rajat
Dalal surrendered at the Sarai
Khawaja Police station in
Faridabad on Monday in
connection with a reckless
driving incident.

Dalal was booked by the Sarai
Khawaja police for rash driving
on Mathura road in Faridabad, a
video of which went viral on
social media on August 30.

In the video, Dalal can be seen
riding the car at high speed and
even hits a biker. However,
when the woman sitting beside
him tells him to check on the
biker, he said, "it happens every
day". A person sitting in the
backseat recorded the video.

The police took immediate
cognisance of the matter and
after preliminary investigation,

each other'

Kolkata.The passage of the anti-rape
bill in the West Bengal Assembly
amid an outrage over the rape and
murder of a trainee doctor saw the
ruling Trinamool Congress and the
opposition BJP lobbing the ball in
each other's court for its speedy
implementation.

The Aparajita Woman and Child Bill

(West Bengal Criminal Laws and [

Amendment) Bill, 2024, was passed
unanimously after the opposition
backed the legislation. The bill
proposes the death penalty for rape
convicts if their actions lead to the
victim's death or leave her in a
vegetative state.

However, since criminal law comes
under the Concurrent List, the
legislation will require assent from the
President. Mamata Banerjee was well
aware of this aspect when she asked
Leader of the Opposition Suvendu

contacted Kartik Chhabra, the person
who made the video, news agency

Anti-rape bill: Trinamool, BJP put ball in
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Adhikari to get the Bengal Governor to
sign the legislation expeditiously."To
implement the bill, ask the Governor to
sign it. Our state is in the third position
in the matter of fast-track courts," the
Trinamool chief said after Suvendu
Adhikari backed the bill.

In his speech, Adhikari, once Mamata
Banerjee's protégé, said it was the state
government's responsibility to get the
legislation implemented. The
Nandigram MLA said he was always in

PTIreported.

Following an investigation, the
police found that the incident
happened on February 25,
when Dalal had taken a car for
a test-drive from Volkswagen
Capital Faridabad Showroom
in Sector 27 in Mewla
Maharajpur. He then drove the
vehicle on the national
highway.Dalal was booked
under multiple sections of the
Indian Penal Code for reckless
driving on August 30, and he
surrendered on
Monday.Further action will be
taken after Dalal's
interrogation, police said.
Notably, there are two pending
cases against Rajat Dalal,
which were registered in

Guyjarat.

court for President nod

favour of exemplary punishment
for rapists. "We want immediate
implementation of this (anti-
rape) law. It is your (state
government) responsibility. We
want results. It is the
government's responsibility,"
Adhikari said. "We do not want
any division, we fully support
you... she (Mamata) can say
whatever she wants, but you
have to guarantee that this bill
will be implemented immediately," the
BJP leader further said in the
Assembly.However, as per Article
254(2), the legislation will first have to
be approved by Bengal Governor CV
Ananda Bose before being sent to the
President for approval as it contradicts
the central laws. If the bill receives
assent, the law will prevail in that state,
even if it is different from the central
law.

Fake Rs 100-notes racket
busted at UP madrasa,

principal, 3 others arrested

A gang involved in printing high-quality fake
Rs 100 notes was busted at a madrasa in
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh.

New Delhi/Prayagraj. A gang involved in printing
high-quality fake currency notes was busted in
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh. The operation was being
run out of a madrasa in the Attarsuiya area, and
four people, including the acting principal of the
madrasa, have been arrested.

Police raided the Jamia Habibiya madrasa on August
28 and seized fake notes worth Rs 1.3 lakh, semi-
manufactured currency, a printer, and other
materials used for counterfeiting.

The accused, identified as Mohammad Tafseerul
Arifin (25), Mohammad Afzal, Mohammad
Shahid, and Zahir Khan alias Abdul Zahir, were
involved in scanning and printing fake 100-rupee
notes. These notes were then circulated in the local
market. Exclusive visuals obtained by Aaj
Tak/India Today show the police raid on Jamia
Habibiya madrasa. Bundles of 100-rupee fake
notes, seemingly indistinguishable from genuine
currency, were strewn around. The printer used to
produce the counterfeit notes can also be seen.

The accused were using high-quality scanners and
printers to produce fake currency notes in the
denomination of Rs 100, as people often do not
carefully check the authenticity of smaller bills.

According to a senior police official, the acting
principal, Tafseerul, had provided a room in the
madrasa for the gang to operate. Police are now
searching for other accomplices involved in the
racket.

The madrasa was known to attract students from
various states, including West Bengal, Orissa,
Bihar, and Jharkhand. Tafseerul is a native of
Odisha’s Bhadrak district. A reward of Rs 25,000
was announced for the police team that busted the
counterfeit note-making gang.

In IC 814 Kandahar hijack, the mystery of black briefcase and two red bags

Though much has heen written

The hijacking of IC 814, which
played out on India's fledgling

about the hijacking of Indian

Airlines flight 1C 814, there are

news channels, has been brought
back into our drawing rooms
because of Anubhav Sinha's series

several aspects of the 1999
Kandahar hijack that remain

shrouded in mystery, especially

IC 814 -- The Kandahar Hijack,
which is streaming on Netflix.

One of the red bags (a red suitcase
according to some accounts) was
checked into the cargo hold of IC

the two red hags and a black

Kathmandu's International
Airport. It was said to have

814 by the terrorists at |

airport, and the terrorists had no
choice but to relent to the plane
being brought to Amritsar.

Amid this, India lost the golden
hour to react to the crisis. The
plane waited for around 50
minutes at Amritsar but sensing
something amiss over the delay
in refuelling the plane, Captain
Devi Sharan was forced to take
off without refuelling.

It was refuelled in Dubai, and 27
passengers and the body of

A day later on Monday, a 23-year-old woman was
injured after suspected militants launched a fresh
bomb attack using a drone in Manipur’s Imphal West
district, not too far from where Surbala was killed.

The northeastern state now finds itself at the centre ofa
renewed storm that has so far claimed more than 230
lives. The cycle of violence began on May 3, 2023,
fuelled by centuries-old Metei-Kuki divide.

The brutal attack in September came just days after
Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh expressed
optimism that ethnic clashes were subsiding and that
permanent peace could be achieved within six
months. However, the timing of the attack following
Singh's statement has led some to question whether
his optimism was premature and his statement might
have triggered the fresh round of violence.

briefcase that played a crucial
role in the incident. What were
in the briefcase and the bags?

Some mysteries, most likely, are meant to
remain mysteries. Not all questions
surrounding the 1999 Indian Airlines
flight IC 814 hijacking have been
answered even after 25 years. Of the
several aspects that still remain shrouded
in mystery, are that of a black briefcase,
two red bags, and their contents, that were
part of the longest hijacking in India's
aviation history.

explosives, which made the Indian
government cautious in its response to
the hijacking crisis. Was there RDX or
grenades? Nothing is officially known
about it, though then foreign minister
Jaswant Singh tries to shed some light on
it in his book 'In Service of Emergent
India - A Call to Honor".
The other red bag, carried by Jaswant
Singh while accompanying the three
terrorists to be released in Kandahar, and
its contents still remain a mystery. The
Congress demanded a Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) probe into that red bag.
Then there is a black briefcase. That was
carried by Indian officials accompanying
foreign minister Singh on the flight to
Kandahar.

Here's how the two red bags and the black
briefcase are integral to the IC 814
hijacking story. And what we know about
their contents.

THEIC 814 KANDAHAR HIJACKING

Flight IC 814 of Indian Airlines, bound from
Kathmandu to Delhi, was hijacked as
soon as it entered Indian airspace on
December 24, 1999.

It had 191 flyers on board, including 15
crew members.There were five hijackers
who demanded that the Captain of the
plane, Devi Sharan, fly it to Kabul.

On being told that it didn't have the required
fuel to make the distance to Kabul, the five
terrorists ordered it to be refuelled at
Lahore. The Pakistani authorities denied
IC 814 the landing rights at Lahore

Rupin Katyal, who was stabbed to death,
was released there after negotiations
between the hijackers and the UAE
authorities.

The plane was then commandeered to
Kandahar in Taliban-controlled
Afghanistan, where the passengers spent
six more days under the shadow of guns.

The hijackers initially demanded the release
of 36 prisoners and a ransom of $200
million in cash. Despite the initial
reluctance, the Indian government
negotiated with the hijackers of IC 814,
with the Taliban acting as mediators.

The 155 passengers were released after
India freed three terrorists -- Ahmed Omar
Saeed Sheikh, Masood Azhar, and
Mushtaq Ahmed Zargar.
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Tim Walz unhurt after his motorcade
involved in highway crash in
Milwaukee

World.Democratic vice presidential nominee Tim Walz
was unharmed after several vehicles at the back of his
motorcade crashed while heading from the airport to a
campaign stop in Milwaukee, CBS News reported.

The crash occurred shortly before 1 p.m. Monday (local
time) on Interstate 794 as Walz, who is also the governor
of Minnesota, was on his way to an event celebrating
Labor Day. Some reporters had scrapes and bruises, and
one had a bloody nose.A staff member in one of the press
vans had a broken arm and was being treated by medics,
according to journalists travelling with the vice
presidential nominee.According to an Associated Press
report, the journalists said they were violently thrown
forward as one van slammed into another in front of it
and then was hit from behind.

It wasn’timmediately clear what caused the crash.

Upon arriving at the Milwaukee event, Walz addressed the
situation, stating, "Some of my staff and members of the
press that were travelling up with us were involved in a
traffic accident on the way here today. I’'m relieved to
say that with a few minor injuries, everybody’s going to
be okay."Walz and his motorcade stopped at the hospital
a few hours after the crash so he could check on staff
members who were injured.

US President Joe Biden reached out to Walz shortly after
the incident, expressing his concern. Vice President
Kamala Harris, who was campaigning in Detroit, spoke
with her running mate onthe phone after the crash, her
campaign said.Republican vice presidential nominee,
Senator JD Vance of Ohio, also sent his well wishes,
tweeting, "Hoping everyone's OK.”

Indonesian man, 45, kills neighbour
who kept asking him why he wasn't
married

Yemen's Iran-backed Houthi rebels attacked two crude
oil tankers -- the Saudi-flagged Amjad and the
Panama-flagged Blue Lagoon I -- in the Red Sea on
Monday (local time), the US military said, calling the
assaults "reckless acts of terrorism".The Houthis late
on Monday claimed responsibility for targeting the
Blue Lagoon with multiple missiles and drones but did
not make any mention of the Saudi tanker.

The US Central Command said the Houthis attacked the
two tankers with two ballistic missiles and a one-way
attack uncrewed aerial system, hitting both
vessels.Both vessels were laden with crude oil, with
the Amjad carrying about two million barrels of oil,
according to the US military statement, which
described the attacks as "reckless acts of terrorism by
the Houthis".Two sources told Reuters earlier that the
ships were sailing near each other when they were hit
but were able to continue their voyages with no major
damage assessed or any casualties. The Amjad's owner,
Saudi national shipping group Bahri, did not
immediately respond to a request for comment. The
supertanker has a maximum capacity of 2 million
barrels.The Greek manager of the Blue Lagoon I, Sea
Trade Marine SA, was not immediately available for
comment. The Suezmax tanker has a maximum
capacity of 1 million barrels.One of the sources told
Reuters that Amjad was unlikely to have been directly
targeted.Saudi Arabia, the world's top oil exporter, has
watched with alarm as Houthi missiles have been fired
over its territory to target ships in the Red Sea. Saudi
Arabia has tried to extract itself from a messy war in
Yemen and a destructive feud with the Houthis's
principal backer, Iran.The Houthis first launched
aerial drone and missile strikes on the waterway in
November last year. They say they are acting in
solidarity with Palestinians under assault in Israel's
war on Gaza that has killed tens of thousands, flattened
most of the enclave and caused a humanitarian crisis
following Palestinian group Hamas's deadly October 7
attack.

Bangladesh's ousted PM Sheikh
Hasina faces 5 new murder cases,
tally rises to 89

Dhaka Five new murder cases have been filed
against Bangladesh's de the quota reform protests
in the country, according to media reports.

The cases, filed with Dhaka Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Court on Monday, were the latest in the
slew of cases filed against the 76-year-old leader
after her resignation and fleeing to India on August
5 following a massive protest by students against a
quota system in government jobs.With this, the
tally of cases filed against Hasina has risen to 89,
the Dhaka Tribune reported.Five more murder
cases have been filed against Hasina, party general
secretary Obaidul Quader, and 339 others, in
connection with the deaths of five people during
the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement, the
Tribune reported.Over 230 people were killed in
Bangladesh in the incidents of violence that
erupted across the country following the fall of the
Hasina government, taking the death toll to more
than 600 since the massive protest by students
against a controversial quota system in government
jobs first started in mid-July.The Hasina-led
government was replaced by an interim
government, and 84-year-old Nobel laureate
Muhammad Yunus was named its Chief
Adviser.Relatives of the victims lodged the cases in
different metropolitan magistrate courts in Dhaka
on Monday.
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Hamas's ‘new orders’ on handling hostages
amid outrage over deaths: Repor’r

Hamas official Abu Ubaida's
statement happened to coincide with
the discovery of six more dead
hostages in Gaza. Israel's military
claims the hostages were executed
shortly before troops could reach
them.

World As outrage grows in Israel over
hostage deaths, Hamas said it has laid out
instructions on how to manage captives if
Israeli forces close in on their positions.
A spokesperson for the Palestinian
militant group’s armed wing told Reuters
that the orders were issued months
ago.The statement comes a day after
Israel announced that it had recovered
the bodies of six hostages, including an
Israeli-American, from a tunnel in Rafah,
southern Gaza. The Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) claimed the hostages were
"brutally" murdered "a short while"
before troops were able to reach them.

Hamas official Abu Ubaida said the
instructions were given after Israel
rescued four of its citizens, who were
taken during the October 7 Hamas
attacks, from the Nuseirat refugee camp
in Gaza. The rescue operation, which
took place in June, resulted in the deaths
of at least 274 Palestinians, according to
Gazan health officials."Let it be clear to
everyone that, following the incident in
Nuseirat, new instructions have been
issued to the Mujahideen tasked with
guarding the prisoners," Ubaida
stated."These instructions outline how to
handle the situation if the occupation
army approaches the location where the
prisoners are being held," he added,
without going into specifics.Ubaida
further blamed the Israeli government for
the deaths of the six hostages, accusing
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of
pursuing military operations instead of
negotiating."Netanyahu's insistence to
free prisoners through military pressure,
instead of sealing a deal means they will
be returned to their families in shrouds,"
Ubaida said. "Their families must choose
whether they want them dead or alive."

NETANYAHU UNDERATTACK

Furious Israelis staged massive protests

against the Netanyahu government in
response to the discovery of six more
dead hostages. The Hostages and
Missing Families Forum, representing
families of those held captive by Hamas,
has excoriated Netanyahu for failing to
bring the hostages home."A deal for the
return of the hostages has been on the
table for over two months," the group
said in a statement. "If it weren't for the
thwarting of the deal, the hostages whose
deaths we learned of this morning would
probably be alive."US President Joe
Biden also hit out at Netanyahu, saying
he was not doing enough to secure a

ceasefire and hostage deal. The US,
along with mediators from Qatar and
Egypt, has been working for months to
broker an agreement that would pause
the fighting in Gaza and facilitate the
release ofthe remaining hostages.
DEFIANT NETANYAHU RESISTS
TRUCE CALL
In a press conference Monday,
Netanyahu rejected calls for a ceasefire,
reiterating that the 11-month conflict in
Gaza will only end once Hamas is
eradicated."Israel will not accept the
massacre of six hostages, Hamas will pay
a heavy price," he said. "Iran’s axis of
evil needs the Philadelphi corridors 4€a
Israel must control it," Netanyahu added,
referring to a strategic corridor along the
Gaza-Egyptian border."No one is more
committed to freeing the hostages than
me. ... No one will preach to me on this
issue," he asserted.Senior Hamas official
Sami Abu Zuhri accused the Israeli
leader of trying to deflect responsibility
for the hostages' deaths, saying,
"Netanyahu killed the six prisoners and
he is determined to kill the remaining
ones.

Brazil's Supreme Court unanimously upholds nationwide ban on X Two killed after car plows

Rio De Janerio. A Brazilian Supreme
Court panel on Monday unanimously
upheld the decision of one of'its justices
to block billionaire Elon Musk’s social
media platform X nationwide,
according to the court’s website.

The broader support among justices
undermines the effort by Musk and his
supporters to cast Justice Alexandre de
Moraes as an authoritarian renegade
who is intent on censoring political
speech in Brazil. The panel that voted in
a virtual session was comprised of five
of'the full bench’s 11 justices, including
de Moraes, who last Friday ordered the
platform blocked for refusing to name a
local legal representative, as required
by law. It will stay suspended until it
complies with his orders and pays
outstanding fines that as of last week
exceeded $3 million, according to his
decision.The platform has clashed with
de Moraes over its reluctance to block
users, and has alleged that de Moraes
wants an in-country legal
representative so that Brazilian
authorities can exert leverage over the
company by having someone to arrest.

De Moraes also set a daily fine of 50,000
reais ($8,900) for people or companies
using virtual private networks, or VPN,

to access X. Some legal experts
questioned the grounds for that
decision and how it would be enforced,
including Brazil’s bar association,
which said it would request the
Supreme Court review that provision.
But the majority of the panel upheld the
VPN fine-- with one justice opposing
unless users are shown to be using X to
commit crimes.Brazil is one of the
biggest markets for X, with tens of
millions of users. Its block marked a
dramatic escalation in a monthslong
feud between Musk and de Moraes
over free speech, far-right accounts and
misinformation.Over the weekend,
many X users in Brazil said they felt
disconnected from the world and began
migrating en masse to alternative
platforms, like Bluesky and

Threads.The suspension has also
proceeded to set up a showdown
between de Moraes and Musk’s
satellite internet provider Starlink,
which is refusing to enforce the
justice’s decision.“He violated the
constitution of Brazil repeatedly and
egregiously, after swearing an oath to
protect it,” Musk wrote in the hours
before the vote, adding a flurry of
insults and accusations in the wake of
the panel’s vote. On Sunday, Musk
announced the creation of an X account
to publish the justice’s sealed decisions
that he said would show they violated
Brazilian law.But legal experts have
said such claims don’t hold water,
noting in particular that de Moraes’
peers have repeatedly endorsed his
rulings — as they did on Monday.
Although his actions are viewed by
experts as legal, they have sparked
some debate over whether one man has
been afforded too much power, or if his
rulings should have more
transparency.De Moraes’ decision to
quickly refer his order for panel
approval served to obtain “collective,
more institutional support that attempts
to depersonalize the decision,”
Conrado Hbner.

Venezuela issues arrest warrant for
Nicolas Maduro's rival amid poll dispute

A court in Venezuela has issued an
arrest warrant for opposition leader
Edmundo Gonzalez, accusing him of
conspiracy and other crimes amid a
dispute over whether he or President
Nicolas Maduro won a July election.

Caracas Venezuela's attorney general's
office said on Monday a court issued an
arrest warrant for opposition leader
Edmundo Gonzalez, accusing him of
conspiracy and other crimes amid a
dispute over whether he or President
Nicolas Maduro won a July election.

Attorney General Tarek Saab shared a
photo of the warrant with Reuters via a
message on the application Telegram.

The issue of an arrest warrant against
Gonzalez would amount to a major
escalation in Maduro's government's
crackdown against the opposition
following the disputed

election.Venezuela's national electoral
authority and its top court have said
Maduro was the victor of the July 28
election with just over half of the votes,
but tallies shared by the opposition
show a resounding victory for
Gonzalez.The warrant follows weeks
of comments from top government
officials saying Gonzalez and other
members of the opposition should go to
jail."This man has the nerve to say he
doesn't recognize laws, he doesn't
recognize anything. What's up with
that? That's unacceptable," Maduro
said in a broadcast on state television.
"Citizens agree that laws have to work
and that officials do their job."The
opposition, some Western countries
and international bodies like a United
Nations panel of experts have said the
vote was not transparent and demanded
the publication of full tallies, with
some outright decrying fraud.A

but made no further comment. The
opposition has always denied any
wrongdoing.

"They have lost all notion of reality,"
opposition leader Maria Corina
Machado said on X. "Threatening the
President-elect will only achieve more
cohesion and increase the support of
Venezuelans and the world for
Edmundo Gonzalez.

"The opposition has published what it
says are copies of over 80 per cent of
ballot box-level tallies on a public
website, while the electoral council
says a cyber attack on election night
has prevented its publication of the full
tallies. The warrant request appeared to
be the government's latest salvo in
what the opposition says is a
crackdown on dissent.Saab has also
launched criminal probes into
Machado and the opposition vote tally
website itself and detentions of

into restaurant's patio area
in US's Minnesota

St Louis Park. A man drove his car through a
restaurant patio where a group of medical
workers were celebrating in a Minneapolis
suburb on Sunday, killing two people and
injuring at least four, police and hospital
officials said.

Surveillance footage captured a man, whom
police did not name, driving into the outdoor
patio of the Park Tavern in St Louis Park, a city
immediately west of Minneapolis. The footage
shows the man entering the restaurant parking
lot on Sunday evening but not going inside. He
attempted to park, then drove into the outdoor
patio, police said.The driver was arrested for
criminal vehicular homicide. Police did not
offer additional details on a potential motive.
They also did not identify the victims. But in a
written statement on Monday, Annelise
Heitkamp, a spokesperson for Methodist
Hospital in St. Louis Park, said one of the

people who died and the four who were injured
worked at the facility.“Following the tragic
incident at Park Tavern, we’re grieving the loss
ofaloved and respected colleague and friend to
many here at Methodist Hospital and
HealthPartners,” Heitkamp said. “Our thoughts
are with our colleague’s family and loved ones
during this incredibly difficult time.”

The statement did not disclose the deceased
people’s names. It said all four of the injured
hospital workers were nurses. Dr. Thomas
Stark, who works at Methodist Hospital, told
KSTP-TV that the group of colleagues went to
Park Tavern, which is near the hospital, on
Sunday night to celebrate with one of the
nurses, who was leaving her role for a new
position.“On to the next chapter of her life and
everyone was out celebrating, having a good
time and saying good-bye,” Stark said.

That nurse is now hospitalised with severe
injuries, according to the news station.

One person who witnessed the episode told
KARE-TYV that the driver struck the back of his

Gonzalez spokesperson said they were
awaiting any notification of a warrant

opposition figures and protesters have
continued in the weeks since the vote.

vehicle before mowing directly into a crowd of
about 30 people on the patio.

5 injured in shooting in New York's
West Indian American Day Parade

According to the police, a gunman
targeted a specific group of people
during the Indian American Day
parade and opened fire along the
parade route in Brooklyn.

New York. Five people were shot Monday

at New York City’s West Indian American
Day Parade, police said. It’s the latest
instance of violence marring one of the
world’s largest annual celebrations of
Caribbean culture.A gunman targeting a
specific group of people opened fire
along the parade route in Brooklyn
around 2:35 p.m., NYPD Chief of Patrol
John Chell said.The parade had kicked
off hours earlier, with thousands of
revelers dancing and marching down
Eastern Parkway, a main thoroughfare
through the borough. It was expected to
continue into the night.Two people were
critically wounded, Chell said. The three
other victims are expected to survive their
injuries, he said. The gunman fled.

“This was not random,” Chell said. “This

was an intentional act by one
person towards a group of &
people. We do not by no means
have any active shooter or
anything of that nature running
around Eastern Parkway as we
speak. The parade is going on
and will go on until later on
tonight.”An Associated Press
videographer who was nearby
when the shots rang out saw at
least two people being treated
next for what appeared to be
wounds to the face and
arm.Police cordoned off an area
adjacent to the parade route, where they
had placed crime scene markers. The
parade continued flowing past as officers
were seen bagging items.

Chell asked that bystanders provide police
with any video footage they may have
recorded of the shooting.“We need that
video,” Chell said. “We are going to solve
this, butit’s going to take a lot of work.”

Some people attending the parade were
shaken by the violence.“I’m crying over
this, it’s so terrible. How can someone
have the heart to fire a gun around so
many people — babies, children, the

elderly,” Jalissa Bailey told the New York
Post.“I know this parade has a history of
violence, but things have been peaceful in
recent years, and we got to hoping that
there was enough security in place that
maybe that was over with,” Bailey said.
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer
was marching in the parade at the time
and completed the route.“I’m pained and
troubled by the horrible shooting that
took place as we were marching together
at the West Indian Day Festival and
Parade in Brooklyn,” Schumer posted on
X, formerly known as Twitter. “Thank
you to our st responders on the scene. I

pray for everyone affected. We must

keep working to end gun violence in

America.”The parade, an annual

Labor Day event in its 57th year,

turns Eastern Parkway into a

kaleidoscope of feather-covered

costumes and colorful flags as
participants make their way down
the thoroughfare alongside floats
stacked high with speakers playing
soca and reggae music.The parade
routinely attracts huge crowds, who

line the almost 2-mile (3.2-

kilometer) route that runs from

Crown Heights to the Brooklyn
Museum. It’s also a popular destination
for local politicians, many of whom have
West Indian heritage or represent
members of the city’s large Caribbean
community.

Though a joyous occasion, the parade and
related celebrations have been plagued by
violence over the years.In 2016, two
people were killed and several others
were wounded near the parade route. The
year before, Carey Gabay, an aide to then-
Gov. Andrew Cuomo was shot in the head
during pre-parade festivities. He died
nine days later.
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US Open: Swiatek seals 2nd US

Open quarter-final berth, De
Minaur beats Thompson

New Delhi Iga Swiatek and Alex De Minaur
stormed into the quarter-final of US Open
2024 in their respective women's and men's
singles draw. The No. 1 seed Swiatek
reached her 9th Grand Slam quarter-final
and is looking ever so hungry to win the US
Open title again. While playing her 100th
Grand Slam match, she beat Liudmila
Samsonova 6-4 6-1 to qualify for her 2nd US
Open quarters. The Polish player not only
won her last 33 out of 26 matches, but also
registered her 8th consecutive sets win.
Swiatek will next face Jessica Pegula in the
next round at Flushing Meadows."We
played here two years ago. Playing against
Jessica it's never easy. Pretty tricky game
style. You have to work low on your legs and
be ready for long rallies but also some
intense hitting. She's a great player so for
sure it's gonna be a challenge," Swiatek said
at the on-court interview, as she realised the
strength ofher opponent.

Swiatek's win in 100th Grand Slam match

Swiatek equalled Ema Navarros' record for
most hard court wins in the women's draw
category as she registered her 29th win. The
16th seed was aiming for her first-ever

Grand Slam quarter-final but couldn't get a
single break point. She defended two break
points in the fourth game, but could not get
hold off Swiatek, who break the Russian to
love in the 10th game.The Russian was
down 0-3 in the second set, and fought off
three break points in the 4th game. However,
she handed Swiatek a break with the double
fault. Swiatek closed it out on the second
match point with her clinical play.

De Minaur wins battle of Australians

De Minaur also stepped up his game this time
to reach his first-ever US Open quarter-final
in last 4 years. He defeated Jordon
Thompson 6-0 3-6 6-3 7-5 to have his 40th
win of the year and qualified for his 3rd
straight and 4th Grand Slam quarter-final.

"Look I'm doing my best. In the past, my
happiness almost depended on my results.
I'm trying to do my best to trust the process,
trust the journey.. I'm doing my best. I'm
trying to get better. I'm trying to find
happiness outside of just wins and losses. It's
helped me so far. But I'm sure as hell a lot
happier when I win tennis matches"Alex de
Minaur started strong against Jordan
Thompson, who struggled with errors in the
first set. Thompson improved in the second
set, attacking more and winning 71% of net
points.

Uruguay legend Luis Suarez
announces retirement from
international foothall

New Delhi. Uruguay football legend Luis
Suarez has announced his retirement from
international football, marking the end of an
iconic career that saw him become the
country's all-time top scorer. Sudrez revealed
his decision during a press conference on
Monday, September 2, stating that he would
retire after Uruguay’s FIFA World Cup
qualifiers against Paraguay on September
6.Suarez will conclude his international
journey as Uruguay’s most prolific scorer,
with an impressive 69 goals in 142
appearances across 17 years. Suarez made
his senior debut for Uruguay on February 8§,
2007, in a 3-1 victory over Colombia. He
quickly became a vital part of the squad,
playing akey role in securing Uruguay’s spot
in the 2010 FIFA World Cup in South Africa.
By then, he had already cemented his place
in the team, featuring in 19 of the 20 World

Cup qualifying matches."There is no better
pride in oneself than knowing when the right
moment to retire is, and luckily I am
confident that I am retiring from the national
team because [ want to take a step aside...I
am 37 years old, and I know that it is very
difficult to get to the next World Cup. It
comforts me a lot that I can retire and not for
my injuries to retire me, or to stop being

Chennai

New Delhi Delhi's rising star Priyansh

Sumit Antil wins gold in javelin throw F64, hecomes
first Indian man to defend title in Paralympics

The 26-year-old world record holder
from Sonipat in Haryana bettered his
own earlier Paralympic best of 68.55m
set in Tokyo while winning the gold

three years ago.

PARIS. Star javelin thrower Sumit Antil on

Monday became the first Indian man and
second from the country to defend the title as
he won the F64 category gold with
Paralympics record of 70.59m at the Paris
Games.The 26-year-old world record holder
from Sonipat in Haryana bettered his own
earlier Paralympic best of 68.55m set in
Tokyo while winning the gold three years
ago.

Antil's world record stands at 73.29m.
Reigning world champion Antil is the second

Indian overall after shooter Avani Lekhara to
defend the Paralympics title.Avani had won
gold in women's 10m air rifle standing SH1
event in Paris after winning a yellow metal in
the same event in Tokyo Games.He also
joined an exclusive three-member club of
Indians who have won two Paralympics
gold.Besides Antil and Avani, the third
member of the group is current Paralympic

Hugh Barter, Aqil Alibhai light up Formula

Committee of India President Devendra
Jhajharia who won javelin throw F46 gold

has also won gold in the World Para
Athletics Championships in 2023 and 2024,
besides standing on top of podium in last
year's Asian Para Games in Hangzhou,
China.The wrestler-turned-javelin thrower
clinched India's third gold of the Paris
Paralympics and first in para-athletics.It
was India's fifth medal from para-athletics
here.Antil destroyed the field with his
second round throw of 70.59m.He had two
other big throws of 69.11m in his opening
attempt and 69.04m in his fifth effort, both
bettering his earlier Paralympic record.Antil,
though, could not breach the 75m mark, the
target he had set before going to the Paris
Games.Dulan Kodithuwakku of Sri Lanka
took the silver with 67.03m while Michal
Burian of Australia won the bronze with a
throw of 64.89m.Two other Indians in the
fray, Sandeep and Sandip Sanjay Sargar,
finished fourth and seventh with throws of
62.80m and 58.03m respectively.F64
category is for athletes with problems in the
lower limb(s), those competing with
prosthesis or affected by leg length
difference.Antil lost his left leg below the
knee after he was involved in a motorbike
accident in 2015.A student of Delhi's Ramjas

kl

in 2004 Athens and 2016 Rio Games.Antil |

College, Antil was an able-bodied wrestler
before his accident which led to amputation
of his leg below the knee.A para athlete in his
village initiated him to the sportin 2018.

He even competed against Tokyo Olympics

champion Neeraj Chopra in the able-bodied
Indian Grand Prix series 3 on March 5, 2021
in Patiala.He had finished seventh with a best
throw of 66.43m while Chopra shattered his
then national record with a big effort of
88.07m.Earlier in the day, Yogesh Kathuniya
clinched his second consecutive Paralympic
silver medal in men's discus throw F-56
event with a season's best effort 42.22m.The
27-year-old hurled the discus to the podium-
clinching distance in his very first attempt to
add to the silver he won in Tokyo.Brazil's
Claudiney Batista dos Santos registered a

4 Indian Championship in Chennai

wo-Australian Hugh Barter and South

African Aqil Alibhai showcased their
racing prowess in the FIA-Formula 4
Indian Championship, each claiming

victory in a thrilling day of races marked ==

by dramatic comebacks and tight
competition.

Australian Hugh Barter of
Godspeed Kochi and South African Aqil
Alibhai of Hyderabad Blackbirds wrote their
own scripts to share the day’s honours in the
FIA-Formula 4 Indian
Championship.Starting from pole position,
Barter topped Race-1 in typical style,
outpacing the field, in another flawless
exhibition that underlined his undoubted
talent. In contrast, Alibhai, who missed
Race-1 due to issues with his car, made
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ample amends by winning Race-2 after
starting fourth on the grid, and, in the
process, displaying considerable skill in
defensive driving.Barter, who last weekend
had won a race starting last on the grid, was
unstoppable while winning the first race that
was marred by two Safety Car periods and
then a red flag with little over three minutes
and a lap left. Meanwhile, Abhay Mohan
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(Bangalore Speedsters) quietly
moved to P4 from P8 and then
jumped to third place behind
Barter and Ruhaan Alva Shrachi
Rarh Bengal Tigers) as Jaden
Pariat (Bangalore Speedsters)
retired, bringing out the Safety
Car for the third time with about
six minutes and a lap left of the
race. The proceedings were yet
again interrupted by a red flag
with about 3:30 plus one lap
remaining following an incident.
Unable to complete Qualifying-2
session, Barter started Race-2
from the end of the grid, but in no time,
climbed to fifth before tangling with Ruhaan
Alva and dropped to eighth. Ahead of them,
Alibhai made three spots to take the lead
which he defended with aplomb to win from
two Indians, Divy Nandan and Jaden Pariat
as the race ended behind the Safety Car. Alva
finished fourth while Barter came in fifth.

'Sixer King' Priyansh Arya calls Virat Kohli
his favourite, wishes to play for RCB

«Nick Hockley announced that o

he would step down as the CEQ

of Cricket Australia after

serving them for five years. He
is expected to leave his role
around the end of March.

Arya recently grabbed the spotlight for

his blitz at the Delhi Premier League as

he smashed six sixes in an over. Arya, who
dons jersey No.18, called Virat Kohli his
favourite player and his idol. The star India
batter has always managed to wow the
young generation of cricketers, who aspire
to contribute towards Indian cricket like
him. Arya was no different as he opened up
about his admiration towards Kohli's
aggressive style and his aim to emulate the
same. He also expressed his desire to play
for RCB in IPL."Virat Kohli is my
favourite, want to play for RCB. My
favourite team is RCB, admire Virat Kohli

alot, I like his aggression. I also like to play
aggressive cricket. He is my idol,"
Priyansh told PTI. The 23-year-old wanted
to contribute towards helping RCB lift their
Ist ever IPL title as the coveted trophy
remained elusive of the franchise for more
than 17 years.

Priyansh hitsix sixes in an over
Arya took the DPL by storm with his

breathtaking hitting and is currently the top
run-scorer with 602 runs across nine
innings. He became the latest entrant in a
rare 6 sixes in an over club while playing
for South Delhi Superstarz against North

Delhi Strikers. The left-handed
batter took on left-arm spinner
Manan Bharadwaj in the 12th
over with a barrage of sixes. He
went on to score his 2nd century
of the tournament as he piled up
120 runs from 50 balls.

"I had this thing in mind that if a
left-arm spinner comes on to
bowl, I will attack him. After the
fourth six, I started to believe
that I can hit six sixes and will go
for that. Ayush backed me and
told me to go for the kill," he
revealed.

The record-breaking stand
The captain of Delhi Superstarz Ayush

Badoni was his partner in crime as he
scored 165 off 55 balls and shared a record-
breaking stand of 286 runs with Arya. Their
stand helped the team rack up 308 runs on
the board and in reply, North Delhi could
only score 196 runs.

"Badoni's quite relaxed and doesn't talk

much, just tells us to express ourselves. The
team's environment is calm, coaches talk
about the positives rather than negatives.
The mindset is to win the trophy," he added.

hat-trick of Paralympic gold medals,
creating a new Games record with an effort
0f46.86m in his fifth attempt.

Greece's Konstantinos Tzounis won the
bronze with 41.32m.The F-56
classification covers limb deficiency, leg
length difference, impaired muscle power
and impaired range of movement. At the age
of 9, Kathuniya developed the Guillain-
Barre syndrome, a rare autoimmune
condition which causes numbness, tingling
and muscle weakness that can progress to
paralysis.He was bound to the wheelchair

during his childhood but overcame the odds
with the help of his mother Meena Devi, who
learnt physiotherapy to help him regain
muscle strength to walk again.

His father has served in the Indian Army.

Kathuniya is a commerce graduate from
Delhi's prestigious Kirori Mal College.

Besides two Paralympic silver medals, he has
three world championship medals, including
two silver and a bronze.On Sunday, Preethi
Pal created history as she became the first
Indian woman track and field athlete to win
two medals at the Paralympics while Nishad
Kumar clinched his second successive silver
at the showpiece in the men's high jump T47
category.The 23-year-old Preethi bagged a
bronze in the 200m T35 category with a
personal best time 0f 30.01 seconds.

Victor Osimhen joins
alatasaray on 1-year loan
deal after Napoli fallout

New Delhi. In a surprising turn of events,

Napoli forward Victor Osimhen has
completed a loan move to Turkish Super
League giants Galatasaray after a fallout
with Serie A club and coach Antonio Conte.
The one-year loan deal, which includes no
obligation to buy, will see Galatasaray cover
Osimhen's full salary. This development
follows the collapse of Osimhen's potential
headline transfer to Premier League club
Chelsea, as the player and the London club
failed to agree on terms.The loan deal also
resulted in a significant adjustment to
Osimhen's release clause at Napoli,
lowering it to €75 million. This was a key
point of negotiation between Osimhen, his
agents, and Napoli, as they sought to make a
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future transfer more feasible. However, with
the deteriorating relationship between
Osimhen and the Italian club, the possibility
of him continuing with Napoli seems
unlikely.Napoli coach Antonio Conte had
made it clear on multiple occasions that
Osimhen was not part of his plans for the
team. This sentiment was further
underscored by the club's recent acquisition
of Romelu Lukaku as their new number 9,
effectively signaling the end of Osimhen's
role in the squad. While the club has
provided Osimhen with the option to extend
his contract until 2027, the fractured
relationship makes it doubtful that the
Nigerian forward will remain with Napoli
beyond his loan spell.Osimhen's move to
Galatasaray marks a new chapter in his
career, but it also casts a shadow over his
future with Napoli, a club where he was
once seen as a key figure. As the situation
continues to unfold, it remains to be seen
whether this loan move is a temporary
solution or the beginning of a permanent
separation between Osimhen and Napoli.

US Open: Sinner bests Tommy Paul to seal

called up," Suarez said in the press
conference."For me individually, it is very
helpful for me to want to take that step aside
and feel ready. It is difficult because the
decision was not easy. But I go with the peace
of mind that until the last game I gave my all,
and that the flame did not burn out slowly
and that is why I made the decision that it
should be now," Suarez added.

The infamous 2010 handball

One of the most iconic moments of Sudrez’s
international career came during the 2010
World Cup quarterfinal against Ghana. In the
dying moments of the game, Suarez
committed an infamous handball on the goal
line to prevent Ghana from scoring a certain
winner. Although he was red-carded,
Ghana’s Asamoah Gyan missed the resulting
penalty, and Uruguay went on to win the
match in a dramatic penalty shootout,
advancing to the semifinals.

quarterfinal, Beatriz scripts history

«Jannik Sinner advanced to
the US Open
quarterfinals, defeating
Tommy Paul and
becoming the only player
to reach the quarters in
all four Grand Slams this
year. On the same day,
Beatriz Haddad Maia also
made history as the first

New York. Jannik Sinner
secured his place in the US
Open quarterfinals by
defeating USA's Tommy
Paul in a thrilling Round of
16 clash, winning 7-6, 7-6,
6-1. This victory makes
Sinner the only player this
season to reach the
quarterfinals or better in all
four Grand Slams,
showcasing his remarkable
consistency.The match
between Sinner and Paul
was a high-intensity battle
that kept the Arthur Ashe
Stadium crowd on the edge
of their seats. Both players
demonstrated exceptional
skill, trading powerful

shots and showcasing

impressive court
movement. The first two
sets were tightly contested,
with neither player willing
to give an inch. Both sets

required tie-breakers to
determine the winner,
reflecting what was an
evenly matched contest to
say the least.It wasn't until
the third set that Sinner, the

World No. 1, truly
asserted his dominance.
Tommy Paul, who had
fought valiantly in the
first two sets, seemed to
lose his composure,
allowing Sinner to
capitalize and close out
the match with a
decisive 6-1 victory.
This win sets up an
exciting quarterfinal
clash between Sinner
and World No. 5 Daniil
Medvedev on
September 4, promising
another thrilling
encounter.On the same day,
Beatriz Haddad Maia made
history by becoming the

first Brazilian woman to
reach the US Open
quarterfinals. She defeated
Denmark's Caroline
Wozniacki at the Louis
Armstrong Stadium in a
hard-fought match,
winning 6-2, 3-6, 6-3. Both
players displayed
incredible power and
determination, but it was
Haddad Maia who emerged
victorious, maintaining her
composure in crucial
moments.Haddad Maia
will now face Karolina
Muchova in the
quarterfinals, as she
continues her historic run at
the US Open.
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Pregnant Deepika Padukone Shows

0ff Baby Bump in Stunning Maternity
Shoot with Ranveer Singh

om-to-be Deepika Padukone took to

Instagram and silenced the relentless

speculation and criticism about her
pregnancy by sharing a stunning maternity
shoot that has left fans in awe. For months,
many trolled and shamed her, with some
calling her baby bump fake and others
claiming that its shape kept changing. These
harsh comments fuelled many rumours.
However, Deepika shut down all the chatter
with a beautiful carousel of photos, where she
poses with her husband, actor Ranveer Singh,
who lovingly cradles her baby bump. Check

on Call Me Bae's Comparisons | = s
m out here:
A ® ° ° ° A heavi}]y lpretgr‘:ant tD?-FEika : ]:J?-dtqkon?’s
. With 2 Broke Girls, Emily in | | ooy oeemnets

s photo, she wears a black lace bralette paired
o o ' ' ° | with a black suit, her baby bump on display,
7 arls. 0“ t e while she beams her signature million-dollar,

CER ° eoe dimpled smile. Another photo captures herin a

‘ - gorgeous black transparent dress, gracefully

showcasing her bump. The most intimate of
the series features Deepika in yet another black

I I Yhe moment the trailer of Call Me Bae dropped, the internet drew

comparisons with several shows in the West. Reddit and X were dress, posing with husband Ranveer Singh, as
filled comparisons with Two Broke Girls, which starred Kat he gently cradles her baby bump.
Dennings and Beth Behrs, and Netflix’s Emily in Paris, starring Lily © After much speculation, Deepika Padukone and
Collins. Although fans will have to wait to see if Call Me Bae is indeed Ranveer Singh finally announced their
inspired by the chick-flicks in the West but Ananya Panday urges pregnancy in February this year. Taking to
people to watch the show before they speak. In an exclusive chat with Instagram, the much-loved couple shared that
News18 Showsha, Ananya addressed the comparisons.*“Just because their baby will arrive in September 2024. The
this is the genre or the theme of the show, doesn’t mean it is the copy of post met with a lot of love from their industry
something else. It’s like, if there’s a romcom that’s already been made, peers including Alia Bhatt, Priyanka Chopra

Jonas, Vikrant Massey, Ayushmann Khurrana,
and Sonam Kapoor Ahuja, among many
others. Through the past few months,
Deepika’s public appearances where she’s
flaunting her baby bump have been going viral.
She has also been grabbing attention for setting
chic maternity fashion goals.News18 Showsha
recently dropped an exclusive update for
DeepVeer fans.

itdoesn’tmake ita copy. Itis following a similar format or genre. It’sa
template,” Ananya __
Panday told us
exclusively. Her Call Me
Bae co-star, Niharika
Lyra Dutt added, “All
the shows mentioned
are good shows. I feel
like if it is reminding
the audience of these
things then it means it

Preity Mukhundhan To Make
iasndco?lml?yrtit:ﬁantthezz ] " Her Mala}’a]am DEbut With
watch more.” | - Maj“e Pyal'l(iya

Ananya explained further, “I don’t like the fact that when
something is made in Hollywood and then it’s made in India,
people call it the sasta version of that. Why can’t you be proud of
the content that is coming from your own country? You sit and
watch these shows for hours. But it is coming from your own
country... Without watching it, don’t judge it is what 1 would
B say.”

She added that the characters will be the highlights of the show. *I
think the best part of this show is its characters. Even though the
template maybe chick-flick or that format, all the characters of
the show are so wonderfully unique. Once you watch the show, |
think people will relate,” she added.Call Me Bae is created by
Ishita Moitra and the story was penned by her, Samina Motlekar
and Rohit Nair. The eight-episode series stars Ananya Pandey,
Vir Das, Gurfateh Pirzada, Varun Sood, Vihaan Samat,
Muskkaan Jaferi, Niharika Lyra Dutt, Lisa Mishra and Mini S ' '
Mathur. The series will stream on September 6. I I \amil actress Preity Mukhundhan, who is

v

best known for her role in the recently
released film Star starring Kavin and
j e = o most notably for her appearance in the very
: o popular Tamil music video Aasa Kooda, will
soon make her debut in Malayalam with the
film Maine Pyar Kiya. The makers of the film
announced her addition to the cast and
released a poster featuring the Tamil actress.
The film, which is touted to be a romantic
comedy with suspense elements, will be
directed by debutant Faizal Faziludeen, who
has co-written the screenplay with Blk Fzl. It
will be bankrolled by Sanju Unnithan’s Spire
Productions, who recently took to social
media to announce the film nd its title Maine
Pyar Kiya.Maine Pyar Kiya has
cinematography by Don Paul P, editing by

P

Rarisma Kapoor, _

on Rumour That Kapoor Women Aren't Allowedto
Work: 'Mummy, Neetu Aunty Ko Ghar Basana Tha' =

I < arisma Kapoor recently opened up on Zakir Khan’s show Aapka Apna Zakir, addressing the long-

standing rumour that the Kapoor family doesn’t allow their women to work. The actor clarified that it o2 Kannan Mohan, music by Ajmal Hasbulla and
was actually the women’s own choice. Karisma explained that her mom, Babita Kapoor, and aunt i ?,‘."?‘.‘ sound design by Renganaath Ravee. Details

i i B i p : i A O
Neetu Kapoor decided to focus on family life, while others like Geeta Bali and Jennifer Kendal ,“‘ -~ bk about the rest of the cast have not been
chose to keep their carcers alive after marriage. When Zakir brought up the chatter about “h revealed by the makers yet and more
whether Kapoor women needed permission to work in the industry, Karisma set the AR announcements are expected when the film
record straight. She said, “Yeh sab baatein hain ki mujhe allow tha yaa nahi tha. Jab P g ] hits the theatres soon.Preity Mukhundhan also

meri mummy ki shaadi hui aur Neetu aunty ki shaadi hui, unka choice tha ki unko ;

ghar basana tha, bachche karne the aur career achha hua tha. Unka choice tha (All ol

this discussions about whether I was allowed or not is just that discussions. When Sl % Singh. The upcoming Telugu film is written
my mom and Neetu aunty got married, it was their choice to focus on by Vishnu Manchu in the lead role and has

. building a home, having children, and ,:“ : 5 'Y | Y guest appearances by popular stars like
s_ - ' stepping away from their careers, ,‘ Mohanlal, Prabhas, Akshay Kumar and Kajal
! which were going well. It was their 2 i Aggarwal.
A

has a Telugu film titled Kannappa in the
pipeline, which is directed by Mukesh Kumar

decision).” ‘ Preity Mukhundhan, born in Trichy, is a rising
Karisma a’lso pointed out that Shammi star who rose to overnight fame with her
KapOO_r s Wlfe,, Gee_ta Bali find moves in the song Asa Kooda. The song
Shashi Kapoor’s wife, Jennifer became a viral sensation and so did the
Kendal, kept working after they got actress.
married. She said, “Sl_mﬂarl?, Her journey in the entertainment industry began
Shamml uncle an,d “Shashl unc]e s when she moved to Chennai to utilise her
wives, Geeta Bali ji ‘and Jcnn}ﬁ’;r skills and talent in acting. This decision soon
aunty, unhone kaam kiya shaadi ke bore fruit when she debuted with the music

baad. Toh aisa kuch baat hai nahi ki . . .
; . . . : video Muttu Mu2, which also stars Teejay
Kapoor family mein shaadi ke baad kaam nahi kar sakte yaa Kapoor ladki kaam Arunasalam, Yogi B, Sivaangi Krish and

51[:11!11 k?rtsaktet.hAtls_a I<tll.11ch£ahl lhaf('l I?;ey contlnuef: workku?%tafter mg'rr:a,lge. ?[?,t Vijay TV Pugazh.Preity’ also acted in the
it’s not true that in f: apoor family, you can’t work after marriage or tha Tamil film Star, directed by Elan and starring
Kapoor women aren’t allowed to have careers. There was never such a . AR :

g i ;i ; . Kavin and Aaditi Pohankar. However, it was
restriction).”On the professional front, Karisma Kapoor is currently seen as one of .

; A : ; her video Aasa Kooda that made her a star on
the judges on India’s Best Dancer 4 alongside Geeta Kapur and Terence Lewis. The SHOTAT TREdiE., e FoHANS: SOURt A
actress will next be appearing in the upcoming OTT series Brown. The thriller —— wet';t foosen aroutid: 100.000 404
series revolves around a detective who investigates the murder of a young woman s gerin 741.000. Being a train(;d bitier
from a well-connected family while recovering from alcoholism. It also stars Helen, .g_g, g UV, DEINE g
Ajinkya Deo and Soni Razdan in key roles. Preity’s moves surely impressed the audience.
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