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Chinese handshake
costing Pak dear in
Balochistan

RECENT attacks on multiple targets in Pakistan’s
Balochistan province mark an escalation in
hostilities. The attacks were a consequence of
festering problems and the damage to
Balochistan’s sociocultural and economic fabric.
A major reason for the attacks was the CPEC
(China-Pakistan Economic Corridor) desire to
run an ambitious communications corridor from
Xinjiang to Gwadar through Balochistan, a move
not supported by residents of the province.

A close ally of China for decades, Pakistan has
sought to use the Chinese largesse to address
many of its problems. While their India-centred
agenda has several convergences, Pakistan hoped
that China would align with it against India. A
review of the period since 1947 reveals that while
China’s diplomatic and military support to
Pakistan may have been overtly nuanced on
occasions, its covert facilitation and huge military
supplies are central to Pakistan’s operational
capability and vital for Pakistan’s missile, nuclear
and submarine development.Unfortunately,
strategic relations between unequals demand
concessions from the less strong partner. From the
act of ceding the Shaksgam valley of Kashmir to
China in 1963, based on a specious boundary
settlement, to the hosting of the CPEC and
virtually surrendering control of northern Gilgit,
the list of Pakistan’s strategic giveaways to China
is long.Enabling the Chinese to reach the high
waters of the Arabian Sea through the Khunjerab
Pass on the Karakoram mountains up to the port
of Gwadar has been one of the major giveaways.
This mega plan promises to transform Pakistan
with a goal of 2.3 million jobs, 2-2.5 per cent
additional growth and an enormous upgrade of
road, rail, industrial and electrical facilities. For
China, its 12,000-km oil transportation journey
from the Gulf gets reduced to 2,395 km, with a
saving of about $2 billion a year (according to
present estimates). It also negates China’s
Malacca dilemma and furthers its ambition to
have a base in the Arabian Sea. The heart of the
CPEC projects lies in Balochistan, a province that
has never been integrated and remains restive. For
the Balochis, their identity, autonomy, human
rights abuse by the Pakistani state and the
extraction of economic gains without returns
remain major troubling issues.

Historically, Pakistan has chosen alliances mostly
based on security and development-related
priorities. The country’s engagement with the US
has given it a slew of advantages. Pakistan’s
centrality to the conflicts in Afghanistan, coupled
with its own convoluted priorities, however, left it
more divided, scarred and economically
deprived. Its flawed vision of using covert entities
to get leverage in Afghanistan and seek strategic
depth has unravelled. Consequently, insecurity
prevails in the region, including Afghanistan. In
its pursuit of powerful allies like the US and
China, Pakistan has neglected to integrate the
western provinces and their people.A complex
and twisted issue that has fomented resentment
among Afghans, Pathans and Balochis is the
Punjabi centralism and exceptionalism. Further,
Pakistan has always preferred to use military
force to deal with resistance movements instead
of focusing on reconciliation. This has caused the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and the Baloch
movements to converge in resisting the Pakistani
approach.

In February 2022, then Pakistani Interior Minister
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmad officially acknowledged
this reality. Later, in November 2022, ill-fated
talks with the TTP collapsed. Five main Baloch
nationalist groups have seldom been approached
for reconciliation. The brutal killing of Akbar
Bugti, a Baloch leader, in 2006 by the Pakistani
army marked a definitive break for the Balochis.
For Pakistan, pursuing powerful and demanding
foreign powers while letting deep internal
fractures widen is hardly strategic wisdom.

At 11,317, the year 2009 saw the highest number of

THE World Bank’s (WB) latest India
Development Update has some good news to
offer: The Indian economy continues to grow at
a healthy pace despite challenging global
conditions. The WB has upwardly revised the
growth forecast for the country’s economy to 7
per cent from the earlier projection of 6.6 per &
cent in the current financial year. The not-so-
good news is that India is losing out to
competitors like Vietnam and Bangladesh
among low-cost manufacturing export hubs. As
per the WB, India needs to diversify its export
basket and leverage global value chains to reach
its $1-trillion merchandise exports goal by 2030.

The report’s unwritten message for India is that
there is no room for complacency on the trade
front. It is obvious that the ‘Make in India’ push
is not really translating into a ‘Make for the

Assembly polls ignite J&K’s hopes for restoration of statehood

After years of Central rule, there is a strong desire among people to elect a government that can represent their voices.

THE three-phase Assembly elections in Jammu and

Kashmir (J&K), starting on September 18, are
historic, being the first after the state became a
Union Territory (UT).The last Assembly elections
were held in 2014 under entirely different political
circumstances. As a UT, J&K has undergone
significant changes since August 5, 2019. The
Reorganisation Act, 2019, implemented following
these changes, has resulted in new constituencies,
based on the recommendations of the Delimitation
Commission.The UT is abuzz with political activity.
Participants include traditional regional parties,
some separatist organisations, and even individuals
charged under the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA).Jamaat-e-
Islami Jammu Kashmir, banned under
Section 3(1) of UAPA, has fielded
candidates in Kulgam, Pulwama and
other areas of South Kashmir. Sugra &=
Barkati, daughter of jailed separatist =
leader Sarjan Barkati who was the |
face of the 2016 protests in South
Kashmir, had last week filed
nomination on his behalf, which was
rejected. Barkati may now contest
from the Ganderbal Assembly seat in
Central Kashmir. The brother of Afzal
Guru, a convict in the Parliament
attack case, may also
contest.Engineer Rashid brought
noticeable changes to the politics of §
the Valley. There was already a strong ¢
sentiment in his favour, but it remains §
uncertain whether a similar sentiment
will be seen again. If Rashid is
released from jail, he might create an impact that
could benefit his Awami Ittehad Party candidates.
However, without him, the main contest seems to be
between the Congress-National Conference (NC)
alliance and the BJP, with the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) following behind.In this year’s
parliamentary election, the Congress- NC alliance
secured over 41 per cent of the votes, while the BJP
received 24 per cent and the PDP 8 per cent.
Whether the same pattern will be observed in the
Assembly elections remains uncertain. In the
parliamentary elections, people in Jammu had voted
for the BJP in support of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. However, dissatisfaction was seen among

party workers when they protested against the first
list of candidates. The BJP had to withdraw the list
and release anew one.

As political parties prepare for the elections, their

manifestos continue to echo familiar promises. The
NC has once again included autonomy as one of its
key promises. However, despite an absolute
majority in the past, the party could not fulfil this
promise, even after passing a resolution in the
Assembly in 2000.Similarly, the PDP has also
promised to pursue the restoration of J&K to its
‘original status’ and to establish full connectivity
across the Line of Control for trade and social

exchange. Both the NC and PDP have called for
resuming talks with Pakistan.

The manifestos of the NC and the PDP are almost

similar. However, Mehbooba Mufti has added the
“resolution of the Kashmir issue” to the PDP’s
manifesto promises. What this means and how she
intends to achieve it remains unclear though.
Engineer Rashid’s party has promised to prioritise
“land security,” and address the “issue of prisoners
in various jails across the country.”

In the Kashmir valley too, the BJP faces major

challenges. While its ally Sajjad Lone of the
People’s Conference performed well in the
parliamentary elections, others did not achieve
success. Traditional regional parties like the NC and

India’s export hurdles

Need to wrest the initiative from rivals

et unonrg ey
T

Congress are expected to have an advantage, and the
PDP may also see gains. There is, however, some
residual dissatisfaction with the PDP due to its
earlier campaign against the BJP in 2014, and then
its subsequent coalition with the same party. The NC
appears to be the party that has made the most gains
in the last four to five years.

There had been a consistent demand for the

restoration of statehood before the elections. There

is a widespread perception that unless the Central

Government restores statehood, the next

government may find it hard to address the

aspirations of the people. Nevertheless, the
formation of a local government will
be a crucial first step toward raising
voices and passing resolutions in the
Assembly that could eventually lead
to meaningful change. This election is
seen as a clash between pre-2019 and
post-2019 politics. Despite this, many
across J&K, regardless of their
identity, want statehood to be
restored. Therefore, there is interest in
parties, alliances or ideologies that
promise a quick restoration of
statehood.

The elections are expected to see a
considerable increase in the voter
turnout. Factors that previously
discouraged participation, such as
boycotts and threats from terror
groups, are now largely absent.
People are not likely to vote based on
what is offered in party manifestos but
rather to restore democracy in the

region. After years of direct rule from New Delhi,

there is a strong desire among the people to elect a

government that can represent their voices.

Some narratives at the national level had suggested

that Governor’s rule was beneficial and welcomed
by the people. While it is true that there was
widespread resentment against earlier state
governments, as well as corruption and backdoor
appointments in the government machinery, it is not
a corollary that the people desire continuous
Governor’s rule, regardless of how effective it may
have been in the past. Given the current political
scenario, there is a high possibility of a coalition
government being formed.

touched 5.1 per cent in 2022, while that of
Vietnam reached 5.9 per cent. No less
worrisome is India’s increasing trade deficit
(the difference between imports and exports)
with China. Amid the military stalemate in
eastern Ladakh, Beijing is upstaging Delhi
with its no-holds-barred economic muscle-
flexing. From umbrellas to musical items
and toys, there is no stopping the influx of
Chinese goods into India.

Political and economic instability in
Bangladesh has given India an opportunity
to regain lost ground. The key is to reduce
production costs and improve productivity
without compromising on quality.
Considering India’s reluctance to be part of
mega trade blocs, a greater emphasis on
bilateral Free Trade Agreements with

in the global exports of apparel, leather, textiles and
footwear has declined from 4.5 per cent in 2013 to 3.5 per
cent in 2022. The corresponding share of Bangladesh

Western and Gulf nations is the best bet to counter the
Vietnamese-Chinese challenge.

fatalities because of internal conflict in Pakistan.
The number slumped to 365 in 2019 due to

military measures and its focus on Afghanistan.
U Old wine in a new biotech bottle
Biotechnology for Economy, Environment & Employment Policy silent on timelines, investments

world’ success story. And what won’t be music to the
Modi government’s ears is the fact that the nation’s share

CLIMATE change, energy transition, waste
management, sustainability, agricultural
productivity, the need for new health tools and much
more. India can not only address these pressing
challenges through the application of biotechnology
but can do so while generating jobs and contributing
to the national economy. This is what the
Biotechnology for Economy, Environment and
Employment (BioE3) Policy released by the
government on August 31 would have us believe. The
only caveat is that the policy is silent on the
timeframe, the quantum of investment and human
resources required, the possible number or types of
jobs that will be generated and the pathway to
achieve the goal. The “vision’ of the policy is to “set
Bharat at the forefront of the future that is more
sustainable and responsive to global challenges by
accelerating and harnessing biomanufacturing
solutions that encompass diverse bioeconomic
activities while safeguarding environmental and
climate impacts.” The ‘goal’ of the policy is “to fast-
track innovation-to-technology” by weaving
together fragmented activities under the umbrella of
biomanufacturing and to incentivise “concrete
options to build a sustainable future”. The overall
‘objective’ is to present a framework to ensure the
adoption of cutting-edge technologies and accelerate
the development and production of bio-based high-
value products.While presenting the policy,
Department of Biotechnology (DBT) Secretary
Rajesh Gokhale declared that the goal was the
‘industrialisation of biology’ and making India a
global leader in this field. If one cuts the fluff, all that
the policy document indicates is the government’s
intent to promote biotechnology-based industry and
the use of new tools like digitalisation, artificial
intelligence and machine learning. If that is so, there

is nothing new here because the last policy document
the DBT released in 2021 — National Biotechnology
Development Strategy (2021-25) — said precisely
the same thing but it was backed with timelines,
financial targets and clear pathways.The goal set in
2021 by the DBT was to develop a biotechnology-led
‘knowledge and innovation-driven bioeconomy’ and
make India a ‘global biomanufacturing hub’by 2025.
This was to be achieved by building a skilled
workforce and enabling infrastructure for industry
like bio-foundries, and incentives to the industry for
developing and producing affordable products. The
thrust areas identified in 2021 were climate change,
food security, green energy, waste management, etc.
The list has been repeated in the 2024 document, but
the DBT has cleverly made no mention of previous
policies and strategies to avoid questions being asked
about missed goals. The only follow-up action since
2021 is a new scheme to promote bio-foundries
announced in the 2024-25 Budget.

In the past four decades, biotechnology has
demonstrated its potential in applications ranging
from new vaccines and novel crop varieties to
environmental cleanup using microbes. Indian
policymakers recognised its potential early on,
establishing a dedicated government department for
its promotion in 1986. The DBT, in its formative
years, focused on building research and education
capabilities, which has made India a significant
player in this field. However, the biotech-based
industry was slow to pick up due to reasons such as a
lack of venture capital and an enabling environment.
Whatever industry developed was not a result of the
DBT’s programmes. The poster boy of the Indian
biotech industry, Biocon, predates the formation of
the DBT, and other pioneers like Shantha Biotech and
Bharat Biotech took root with the help of risk

financing by another government body, the
Technology Development Board.

In the 2000s, the governments of Karnataka and then
undivided Andhra Pradesh rolled out their policies
that gave incentives to the biotech industry. The
success of the Genome Valley and the IKP
Knowledge Park in Hyderabad are shining examples

of a state-sponsored technology cluster developing
with the active participation of the private sector. It
was only in 2012 that the DBT established a
commercial arm for industry promotion — the
Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance
Council.The government should boost the industrial
base in biotechnology by leveraging existing
strengths and learning from the experience.
However, the new policy does not mention
successful models like the Genome Valley or IKP
Knowledge Park. Instead, it has rehashed the same

concept and given it a new name (Mulankur Bio-
Enabler Hub). These hubs, the policy says, will
‘augment discovery and translational research’ and
‘support facilities for pilot scale and pre-commercial
scale research’. This is what the functional
technology clusters are doing and have successfully
incubated firms that have grown to become billion-
dollar companies. While unveiling a grand
utopian vision of solving all problems, the
policy underplays the key role of
regulation (it calls regulation a
‘roadblock’), the need to invest in
developing technical manpower and
boosting state funding for fundamental
research. Regulation is critical as
biomanufacturing is all about genetically
modified and other organisms. At present,
regulation is fragmented and opaque. The
Biotechnology Regulatory Authority of
India Bill has been in cold storage since
2013. Before embarking upon building a
large-scale biotech industry, it would be
‘ prudent to develop a robust, autonomous

and statutory regulatory system.
The DBT Secretary talks about a ‘new
industrial revolution’ fuelled by
biotechnology, like the much-celebrated IT
Revolution. He should remember that the
communication revolution was triggered not by a
policy but by the government’s resolve to develop a
digital telephone exchange from scratch with a
committed investment and a tight deadline. In the
same way, it was the state-promoted Software
Technology Parks scheme that led to an exponential
growth of the software industry and the IT
Revolution. Decisive government actions are more

important than policy pronouncements.
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Rekha Jhunjhunwala-backed
Baazar Style Retail lists a flat
on Dalal Street

NEW DELHI. Shares of Baazar Style Retail, backed by
Rekha Jhunjhunwala, made a flat debut on the stock
exchanges on Friday, listing at Rs 389 on both BSE and
NSE.

Before its listing, the company's shares were trading at a
premium of 12% over the issue price in the grey market.

Baazar Style Retail's IPO received strong interest from
investors, with an overall subscription of nearly 41
times by the time it closed. The company intends to use
the IPO proceeds to repay debt and for general corporate
purposes.Based in Kolkata, Baazar Style Retail is a
value fashion retailer, holding the largest retail presence
in Eastern India and leading the organised value retail
market in West Bengal and Odisha.

Goldman Sachs gives SBI
'sell' rating with revised
target price. Know why

New Delhi Goldman Sachs downgraded its outlook for
the State Bank of India (SBI), cutting its earnings
estimates for FY25 and FY26 by 3% and 9%,
respectively. The brokerage highlighted a growing risk-
reward imbalance, driven by challenges in sustaining
return on assets (RoA).Goldman Sachs forecasted that
RoA would fall below 1% by FY26, down from 1% in
FY24.The revised target price indicated a 9% downside
from SBI’s current trading level of Rs 818.60.The
downgrade was due to concerns over lower net interest
income and higher loan loss provisions.Goldman Sachs
noted increasing credit costs because of rising slippages
in MSME, agricultural, and unsecured loan portfolios.

Despite this, SBI’s shares had a slight increase of 0.26%
on Thursday.Analysts from Axis Securities viewed SBI
as a strong player in the banking sector, aligning well
with India’s economic growth. The analysts highlighted
SBI’s focus on increasing deposits and shifting assets
from investments to loans. This strategy was expected to
improve its Loan-to-Deposit Ratio (LDR) and maintain
its margin at 3.2% in the medium term.

Axis Securities also pointed out SBI’s healthy Provision
Coverage Ratio (PCR) and adequate capitalization,
forecasting that the bank would maintain a RoA of 1-
1.1% over the next few years.InCred Equities remained
optimistic about SBI, maintaining it as a high-
conviction stock and setting a target price of Rs 1,100
for the shares.

Unsold passenger vehicle
inventory rises to 7.8L units:
FADA

NEW DELHI. Despite an assurance by carmakers to
cut down dispatches, top dealer association body
FADA said inventory levels at passenger vehicle (PV)
showrooms remain at alarming levels, with stock days
now stretching to 70-75 days.Inventory totalling 7.8
lakh vehicles, valued at an alarming Rs 77,800 crore.
The Federation of Automobile Dealers Associations
(FADA) on Thursday alleged rather than responding
to the situation, PV makers continue to increase
dispatches to dealers on a month-to-month basis,
exacerbating the issue.“FADA is raising SOS signals
as PV sales fell by 3.46% MoM and 4.53% YoY in
August. Even with the arrival of the festive season, the
market remains under significant strain due to delayed
customer purchases, poor consumer sentiment and
persistent heavy rains.Inventory levels have reached
alarming levels, with stock days stretching to 70-75
days and inventory totalling 7.8 lakh vehicles, valued
atanalarming Rs.77,800 crore,” said FADA President,
Manish Raj Singhania.FADA said dealers must act
swiftly to stop taking on additional stock to protect
their financial health. OEMs, too, must recalibrate
their supply strategies without delay, or the industry
faces a potential crisis from this inventory overload, it
said.At the end of July, FADA had said inventory level
units had surged to 67-72 days, 730,000 units or Rs
73,000 crore worth stock. Carmakers, however, have
pegged the number much lower at 400,000 units.
Partho Banerjee, senior executive director, marketing
& sales of Maruti Suzuki, on Sunday said their
network stock, at the beginning of August was 38 days,
has come down to 36 days.

Banker warns of systemic
risk arising from flight of
bank deposits to Mfs

MUMBALI: A veteran banker on Thursday expressed
concerns over the present trend of deposit flight out of
banks, saying that if the trend, especially in the Casa
segment, is not arrested there could be systemic risks
down the lineSeeking active participation of the
government and the regulator to arrest the flight of
money into non-banking assets like equities and mutual
funds, IBA chairman MV Rao said if the present trend
needs to be contained to avoid systemic risk.

Addressing the IBA-Ficci organised national banking
summit here on Thursday, Rao, who also heads the
public sector Central Bank of India, said, “Our analysis
of mutual fund investors has found that as much as 99%
of them are not analysing the technical or fundamentals
of'their investments but they are following some group.

After six-seven years when the cycle turns, definitely this
will have a lot of systemic risk that may come out of.
Because mutual funds invest in companies or stocks and
they don’t make provisions unlike banks which must
make provision of 20% even to AAA-rated
investments”.He further elaborated saying with the
current generational shift, cultural changes also happen.
The earlier culture of security is moving now to
securitisation. People who are now keeping deposits are
in the higher age group while the younger lots are
moving to become investors.Admitting that the return
given by mutual funds are higher, he said restricted rate
of interest for many bnaking assets/products vis-a-vis
mutual funds don’t have restrictions. Going forward we
cannot dictate the customer but give customer higher
returns. Today, on average money lying in savings
account will fetch one a meagre 2.75% to 5% if the
amount is higher than a threshold like "1 lakh or above
and mid-term fixed deposits will fetch 6.

Government starts selling onions at Rs
35/kg in Delhi and Mumbai. Check details

The National Cooperative

Consumer's Federation (NCCF)

and the National Agricultural

Cooperative Marketing

Federation have started

selling onions at Rs 35 per

kilogram through special vans

in Delhi and Mumbai.

New Delhi Shares of Boss Packaging

New Delhi.

NEW DELHI. With onion prices soaring

47% higher than last year, the government
has stepped in to stabilise costs.The
National Cooperative Consumer’s
Federation (NCCF) and the National
Agricultural Cooperative Marketing
Federation have started selling onions at

Rs 35 per kilogram through special vans

Malad in Mumbai.Onions will also be

location.Following the launch, Food and
Consumer Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi
announced that the government will
expand and diversify the quantity and
distribution channels for onions in
response to price trends.More cities will
be included soon, with the second phase
starting next week, covering major cities
such as Kolkata, Guwahati, Hyderabad,
Chennai, Bengaluru, Ahmedabad, and
Raipur. A nationwide sale is scheduled to
begin in the third week of September

The government currently holds a buffer
stock of 4.7 lakh tonnes of onions from
the Rabi crop to manage prices.The Price
Stabilisation Fund, launched under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, aims to
intervene when essential commodity
prices rise. Joshi assured that this move

in Delhi and Mumbai.The NCCF and

NAFED, which are managing a 4.7 lakh
tonne onion buffer stock for the
government, will handle the retail sales
through their stores and mobile vans.
Onions will be sold at 38 retail locations
in Delhi-NCR, as well as in Parel and

available at subsidised rates on e-
commerce platforms and outlets of
Kendriya Bhandar and Mother Dairy's
SAFAL in key consumption areas.

Currently, retail onion prices in the national

capital exceed Rs 60 per kilogram,
depending on quality and

would bring relief to consumers
nationwide.As of September 4, the
average onion price was Rs 49.21 per
kilogram, up 47.29% from Rs 33.41 per
kilogram a year ago.Wholesale prices
have also surged, with the all-India
consumer wholesale price at Rs 4,158.

Boss Packaging Solutions makes e ity dowm L,
debut on NSE SME at 25% premium

Solutions made a decent debut on
the stock exchange today, after
seeing massive bids earlier.The
stock was listed at Rs 82.5 on the
NSE SME, marking a 25%
premium over its IPO price of Rs
66.The Rs 8.41 crore SME initial
public offering (IPO) was available =52
for subscription between August
30, 2024, and September 3, 2024,
with each share priced at Rs
66.Boss Packing Solutions, which
supplies packaging machines,
labelling, capping, and filling
equipment, had an issue size of a
little over Rs 8 crore. Yet, it received
bids worth Rs 1,073 crore.

During the three-day bidding period, the

IPO saw strong demand, with overall
subscriptions reaching 136.21 times. A
total of 16.45 crore equity shares were
bid for, compared to the 12.08 lakh

shares available. The retail investor
category was subscribed 165.29 times,
while the ‘others' category saw a
subscription of 103.80 times.Boss
Packaging Solutions Limited's PO
offered 12.74 lakh fresh shares, raising
Rs 8.41 crore. The funds from the IPO
were intended for purchasing new

machinery, meeting working capital
requirements, and covering general
corporate expenses to help the
company expand and boost its
production capabilities.

Retail investors had to apply for a
minimum of 2,000 shares, which
required an investment of Rs
1,32,000. High Net-Worth
Individuals (HNIs) needed to apply
for a minimum of two lots, or 4,000
shares, with an investment of Rs
2,64,000.The company’s financials
are not particularly strong, with
profits remaining flat for both 2022-
23 and 2023-24, according to the

company’s Red Herring Prospectus
(RHP).The company is based in
Ahmedabad and operates out of a
modest 500-square-yard facility. Its net
debt has also increased, rising by 82%
to Rs 3.06 crore in 2023 from Rs 1.64
crore the previous year.

Government may slash fuel prices as global oil prices fall: Report

The government is
considering a reduction in fuel prices in
response to a significant drop in global

crude oil prices, according to a
Business Today report.Global crude oil
prices have recently fallen to their
lowest levels in nine months, which has
improved profit margins for Oil
Marketing Companies (OMCs). This
development opens the door for
potential savings to be passed on to
consumers.The decline in oil prices,
now at their lowest since January, has
prompted discussions among key
government officials.With Assembly
elections in Maharashtra and Haryana
approaching, the government sees this

as an opportunity to offer
relief to the public. Ongoing

US crude oil prices dropped

inter-ministerial talks are
focused on how to best utilize

by more than 1% on

the drop in global oil prices to
benefit consumers, while also

Wednesday, falling below $70

considering the financial
health of OMCs.On

per barrel. Brent crude prices

Wednesday, US crude oil
prices fell by over 1%,

followed suit, falling by $1 to

dropping below $70 per

reach $72.75 per barrel.

barrel. Brent crude prices also
decreased by $1, reaching $72.75 per
barrel. These price drops have led to
speculation that the Organisation of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) and its allies, known as
OPEC+, might delay planned
production increases, originally
scheduled to start next month.

A significant factor in the recent price

drop is the return of Libyan oil to the
global market.Additionally, OPEC+
plans to reverse some of its voluntary
production cuts starting in October,
while non-OPEC countries have
increased their oil output, further
exerting downward pressure on prices.

Goldman Sachs has projected that oil
prices could range between $70 and
$85 per barrel in the near term.Even if
the current lower prices are temporary,
a stabilisation of crude prices around
$85 per barrel would allow the
government to request state-owned
fuel retailers to maintain steady retail
prices.In March, just before the general
elections, the government reduced
petrol and diesel prices by Rs 2 per
litre.A further reduction in fuel prices
now would provide much-needed relief
to consumers, who continue to face
high fuel costs.

market turbulence

New Delhi Domestic stock markets took a sharp
dive on Friday, with the BSE Sensex plummeting
by 900 points and th NSE Nifty50 dropping over
1% as well.The Sensex was trading around
81,317, while the Nifty50 slipped to 24,889 by
mid-morning.Santosh Meena, Head of Research
at Swastika Investmart Ltd., said the dramatic
drop comes after the Indian markets had been
holding steady at all-time highs.Today's market
turbulence is partly linked to investor jitters
ahead of the US non-farm payrolls report
expected later today."One key factor could be
weaker job data from the USA, fuelling concerns
about a potential global economic slowdown," he
said.Analysts predict an increase of 165,000 jobs
and a drop in the unemployment rate to 4.2%.
However, concerns about weaker job openings
and a possible rate cut by the Federal Reserve
have added to the market uncertainty.Dr. V K
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services, noted, “If the August
jobs data falls short of expectations and
unemployment rises, the Fed might cut rates by
50 basis points. This could worry the markets
further, especially with fears of a potential
slowdown.”Additionally, India's weight in the
MSCI Emerging Markets index has surpassed
China’s, reaching its highest level."This raises
the risk of a strategic reduction in weight
allocation, especially given India's relatively
high valuations," Meena said.

Technical analysis

From a technical standpoint, Meena highlighted
that the Sensex is currently testing a crucial
support level at 24,850.If the index falls below
this point, it could trigger further declines
towards 24,500 and 24,000. Conversely, if the
markets recover, key resistance levels are at
25,150,25,330,and 25,500.

Sector-wise impact

The broad market decline affected all sectors.
Major companies like Reliance Industries, SBI,
ICICI Bank, and Infosys were among the top
contributors to the drop.Sector-specific indices,
such as Nifty PSU Bank and Oil & Gas, fell over
2%, while others like Auto, Media, and Metal
dropped by more than 1%. Small-cap and mid-
cap stocks also faced losses, down by 0.9% and
1.3%, respectively.Global outlook

Globally, MSCI's Asia-Pacific index saw a minor
gain of 0.2%, while Japan’s Nikkei slipped
slightly. US futures also showed declines. In the
domestic market, foreign institutional investors
(FIIs) sold equities worth a,'688 crore, whereas
domestic institutional investors (DIIs) bought
equities worth a,'2,970 crore.Oil prices
remained steady with Brent crude at $72.7 and
US West Texas Intermediate at $69.16.

India's household food spendmg dlps fo less than 50%: Report

The change in spending,
highlighted in a recent report

by the Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime Minister
(EAC-PM), signals a shift in
how Indian families allocate
their monthly budgets.

NEW DELHI. For the first time since

more nutritious and varied food options."
Theissue of anaemia and iron intake
Despite this improvement in dietary
diversity, the report also points out that
efforts to boost iron intake have not
yielded the desired results. Anaemia
remains a widespread issue in the
country. The paper suggests that the
government’s approach to fortifying
cereals with iron, while simple to
implement, may not be enough to combat
anaemia effectively.“Improving iron
intake and reducing anaemia might
require promoting more diverse diets,
rather than relying on fortification of
cereals alone,” the paper mentioned.The

India’s independence, food spending has
dropped to less than half of household
expenses.This change, highlighted in a
recent report by the Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-
PM), signals a shift in how Indian
families allocate their monthly
budgets.The report suggests that people,
especially the poorest households, are
now using their saved money to add more
variety to their diets, including milk,
fruits, eggs, and meat.The decrease in
food spending has been mainly driven by
government schemes that provide free
wheat and rice, making essential grains
available at no cost to many families.

The report notes that for the first time in

modern India, average household
spending on food has fallen below 50%
of total monthly expenses. This shift is
being seen as a significant change in
spending habits, particularly in rural
areas.

Changes in food expenditure
The EAC-PM working paper reveals that

spending on cereals, a staple food
category, has reduced notably, especially
among the poorest 20% of households.
This drop in cereal spending is seen as a
direct result of the government's food
security programmes, such as the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY). This scheme, which

provides free grains to around 800
million people across the country, has
played a key role in reducing the burden
of food costs for households.The report
shows that the money saved from
spending less on cereals has allowed
families to diversify their diets. More
people are now buying milk, fruits, eggs,
fish, and meat, which were previously
considered luxury items for many low-
income households.“This change is more
noticeable in the poorest households,”
the report said. "The free grain
distribution has acted like an
expansionary policy, enabling families to
shift their spending from basic cereals to

report also highlights improvements in
dietary diversity across states and Union
Territories. Northeastern states like
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, and Tripura
have seen some of the most notable gains.
In other regions, states like Bihar and
Odisha have made good progress in
improving micronutrient intake through
diverse diets, though states like
Rajasthan have only seen minor
changes.The rise in dietary diversity,
especially for the poorest 20%, shows
that better infrastructure, transport, and
storage have made items like fruits, milk,
eggs, and meat more accessible and
affordable.
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NMC Withdraws Guidelines About Sodomy,
Leshianism As Unnatural Sexual Offences

New Delhi.The National Medical
Commission on Thursday
withdrew and cancelled
guidelines under the Competency
Based Medical Education
Curriculum in which it had
reintroduced sodomy and
lesbianism as unnatural sexual
offences in the forensic medicine
and toxicology curriculum for
undergraduate medical students.
The guidelines were issued on
August 31.“It is informed that the
Circular of even number dated
31.08.2024 thereby issuing
Guidelines under Competency
Based Medical Education
Curriculum (CBME) 2024, stands |
“withdrawn and cancelled” with
immediate effect. |
guidelines will be revised and
uploaded in due course,” the
National Medical Commission Besides sodomy and lesbianism, the

»NMC will
release the
revised
guidelines
under
Competency
Based Medical
Education
Curriculum in
due course.

Congress's fresh charge on Sebi
chief: Got rent income from
company under probe

Congress's Pawan Khera alleged that Madhabi
Buch gave one of her properties on rent to a
Mumbai company whose affiliated firm was

under probe by Sebi.

New Delhi. Intensifying its attack on Sebi chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch, the Congress on Friday alleged
she received rental income from an entity affiliated
with a Mumbai company that the markets' regulator
was investigating for various cases, including that of
insider trading.

Addressing a press conference, Congress leader Pawan
Khera said, "This is not just conflict of interest, but a
case of out-and-out corruption. Is it ethical, is it
legal?" Khera alleged that Buch gave one of her
properties for rent in Mumbai in 2018-19 to Carol Info
Services Ltd for Rs 7 lakh. Then, Buch was a full-time
member of Sebi. He said that Carol Info Services Ltd
was affiliated to Wockhardt Limited, which is being
investigated by Sebi in several cases, including one of
insider trading. The Congress leader claimed that
Madhabi Buch received Rs 2.16 crore from Carol Info
Services Ltd asrent from 2018-19 t0 2023-24.

Naveen Patnaik's party expels
Rajya Sabha MP for 'anti-party
activities'

Biju Janata Dal (BJD) on Friday announced that
the party has expelled its Rajya Sabha MP
Sujeet Kumar for 'anti-party activities'.

New Delhi. Biju Janata Dal (BJD) on Friday expelled
its Rajya Sabha MP Sujeet Kumar for ‘anti-party
activities’, after he resigned from the Upper House
earlier today.

"Shri Sujeet Kumar, MP, Rajya Sabha representing
Biju Janata Dal is expelled from the Party with
immediate effect for anti-party activities," former
Odisha Chief Minister and BJD president Naveen
Pzatnaik said in a statement. Patnaik added, "He has
let down the Party which sent him to Rajya Sabha and
hopes and aspirations of people of Kalahandi
district". In his resignation letter to the Rajya Sabha
chairman, Kumar said he took the decision
“consciously”. His resignation has been accepted by
Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar with
immediate effect.

“l take this oppostiunity to express my profuse
gratitude to you for the opportunities provided to me
to raise issues of public importance, and of my state
Odisha, inthe House,” the resignation letter reads.

Kumar's resignation comes a month after another BID
member, Mamata Mohanta, resigned from both the
Rajya Sabha and the BJD. She was later elected
unopposed to the Upper House as a BJP MP.

The above

(NMC) said.

includes

NMC had brought back topics such
as the hymen and its type, and its

Chinks in INDIA bloc? AAP's
Delhi MLA joins Congress

Rajendra Pal Gautam, a prominent Dalit leader and MLA from Delhi's Seemapuri, joined the Congress today. The development comes

amid ongoing alliance talks between the AAP and Congress for the upcoming Haryana assembly polls.

New Delhi. In a setback to the Aam |
Aadmi Party (AAP), former Delhi |
cabinet minister Rajendra Pal
Gautam joined the Congress on
Friday.Gautam, a prominent Dalit
leader and MLA from Seemapuri,
joined the Congress in the
presence of party leaders KC
Venugopal, Devender Yadav, and
Pawan Khera. The development
comes amid ongoing alliance talks
between the AAP and Congress,
both members of the INDIA bloc,
for the upcoming Haryana assembly
polls.

Gautam's switch is also a significant gain
for the Congress in Delhi, as the Grand
Old Party looks to reclaim its lost voter
base ahead of Assembly elections in the
national capital next year.

WHO IS RAJENDRA PALGAUTAM?

A lawyer by profession, Rajendra Pal
Gautam joined AAP in 2014 and was
elected as an MLA from the Seemapuri
constituency in the 2020 Delhi
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Assembly polls. Gautam's political
career has been marked by his activism
for Dalit rights. He was a key figure in
the AAP government, holding various
portfolios including Social Welfare,
SC & ST, Water and Cooperative
Societies. In October 2022, Gautam
resigned as a cabinet minister in the
Delhi government after facing
criticism for attending a mass
conversion event where around 10,000
people converted to Buddhism.

The BJP had accused him of "insulting
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Hindu Gods and Goddesses"
and demanded his removal by
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal.
Gautam had apologised and
shared his resignation letter on
social media.

The Delhi Congress had accused
the AAP government of being
"anti-Dalit" and maintained a
supportive stance towards
Gautam, criticising the ruling
party for seeking his
resignation.Gautam's departure
from the AAP is the third high-profile
exit from the party in recent times,
following the exit of MLA Kartar
Singh Tanwar and ex-Minister Raaj
Kumar Anand. This series of
defections may weaken the AAP's
position ahead of the crucial Delhi
Assembly elections.

The Congress, on the other hand, has
gained a prominent Dalit leader, which
could bolster its support among the
community.

-

Supreme Court Issues Notice On 65%
Bihar Quota, No Stay On High Court Order

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Friday issued a notice to the Centre
and the Bihar government on a petition
challenging the High Court's order
striking down a hike in reservation in
Bihar to 65%, but has not imposed a
stay for now.

The Rashtriya Janata Dal, which is the
principal opposition party in Bihar,
had moved the top court against the
Bihar High Court's verdict on the
increased reservation, legislation for
which was passed after a caste survey
last year. Reacting to the
developments in the Supreme Court,
the RJD said it will continue to fight
for reservation and the "rights of the

deprived"."Supreme Court issues
notice on RJD's petition against Patna
HC order quashing Bihar Reservation
AmendmentAct.

RIJD will keep fighting for the
reservation and rights of the deprived
and the neglected on the streets, in the
House and in the courts," the party
wrote in Hindi in a post on X while
also hitting out at Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar and the BJP. The quota
was increased from 50% to 65% for
Backward Classes, Extremely
Backward Classes, Scheduled Castes
(SCs), and Scheduled Tribes (STs)
through amendments to the
reservation laws. The bills proposing

the amendments were passed
unanimously in the Bihar Assembly
and legislative council and the hike in
reservation was meant to apply to
educational institutions as well as
government jobs in the state. After
petitioners approached it challenging
the constitutional validity of the
amendments, the High Court had ruled
on June 20 that they were "ultra vires"
of the Constitution, "bad in law" and
"violative of the equality clause".

The bench said it saw "no extenuating
circumstance enabling the state to
breach" the 50% cap on reservations
laid down by the Supreme Court in the
Indra Sawhney case of 1992.

medico-legal importance in
addition to defining virginity and
defloration, legitimacy and its
medico-legal importance. These
subjects were done away with in
2022 in accordance with a Madras
High Court directive.The revised The amended curriculum has done
curriculum under forensic
medicine and toxicology also
“Describe legal
competencies including Bharatiya
Nagarika Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita
(BNS), Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam (BSA)” besides
“Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act (POCSO),
Civil and Criminal Cases, Inquest
(Police Inquest and Magistrate’s
Inquest), and cognisable and non-
cognisable offences”.It talks about
discussing sexual perversions,
fetishism, transvestism, voyeurism,

sadism, necrophagia, masochism,
exhibitionism, frotteurism and
necrophilia. However, distinctions
between consensual sex between
queer individuals have been
removed, a source said.

away with the seven-hour training
on disability.At the end of teaching-
learning in forensic medicine and
toxicology, the student should be
able to understand the medico-legal
framework of medical practice,
codes of conduct, medical ethics,
professional misconduct and
medical negligence, conducting
medico-legal examination and
documentation of various medico-
legal cases and understand latest
Acts and laws related to medical
professional including related court
judgments, the NMC said in its
document.

With Vinesh Phogat Set To
Join Congress, Cousin Babita
Phogat Has A Message
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New Delhi. Former wrestler and BJP leader Babita
Phogat on Thursday said how the "party is bigger
than the individual and the country supersedes
everything", amidst reports that fellow wrestlers
Vinesh Phogat, who is her cousin, and Bajrang
Punia are set to join the Congress ahead of the
Haryana Assembly elections.

"Party is bigger than the individual and country is
bigger than the party. This is my party's message to
everyone! I stand by the decision of the top
leadership of my Bharatiya Janata Party. Being a
dedicated party worker, 1 will continue to
discharge all the responsibilities given by the
organisation," Babita Phogat, who has not figured
among the party candidates for the October 5 polls,
saidinaposton X.

Babita Phogat also expressed gratitude to the people
of her constituency Charkhi Dadri, saying:
"People who always gave me their infinite love
and blessings like their daughter and sister. I will
always be ready to serve you in the future as well.
JaiHind, Jai Bharat."

According to reports, Olympians Vinesh Phogat and
Punia will be joining the Congress on Friday,
ahead of the Haryana Assembly elections. It is
expected that Vinesh Phogat will contest the
election from Haryana's Julana seat which is held
by the Jannayak Janta Party's Amarjeet Dhanda.

The development comes mere days after the two
wrestlers met with the party's leader, Rahul
Gandhi on September 4. Bajrang Punia and Vinesh
Phogat, along with Sakshi Malik, were among the
wrestlers who protested against then BJP MP and
Wrestling Federation of India President Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh, for allegedly intimidating
and sexually harassing several women wrestlers.

This issue is said to have resonated during the Lok
Sabha elections and is likely to be a key issue in the
Haryana Assembly polls.

Congress, Sharad Pawar's NCP Name
LGBTQ Activists For Key Posts

This follows Congress's poll

Same-sex relations are mostly taboo and

became the first person from the

you'd told me ten years ago that it would

promise to bring in a law to

leqalise civil unions hetween

the government told the Supreme Court
last year that such marriages were not
"comparable with the Indian family unit

community to become the spokesperson
for the opposition Nationalist Congress
Party - Sharadchandra Pawar, said da

be possible to be out and in Indian politics,
I would have scoffed in disbelief."The
central government says it has taken a host

concept of a husband, a

same-sex COUD'ES.

-
New Delhi: The Congress this week setup a
new internal group to promote LGBTQ
rights while Nationalist Congress Party -
Sharadchandra Pawar has named a person
from the community as its spokesperson,
in the first such political recognition after
many setbacks.The Supreme Court in
2018 decriminalised homosexuality but
greatly disappointed the LGBTQ
community last year when it declined to
legalise same-sex marriage and left it to
parliament to decide.The central
government has also said the legislature is
the right platform to rule on the
contentious issue, and this week invited
the public to share views on how best to
ensure that policies for the community are

inclusive and effective.

wife and |
children".Congress,
whose political clout has
risen after doing much
better than expected in the
April-June general
election, this week named
LGBTQ activist Mario da
Penha as the head of its
new unit for the
community under its All
India Professionals'
Congress division.
This follows Congress's poll
promise to bring in a law to
legalise civil unions

between same-sex couples.Da Penha said
on X it was the "only representative
framework for queer people within any
recognised national political party in
India".Anish Gawande, who last month

politics".

Penha's appointment was "a major
moment for queer inclusion in Indian

Gawande earlier said on social media of the
Nationalist Congress appointment: "If

of measures for the
community, which includes
enabling same-sex couples
to access government food
programmes as families,
open joint bank accounts and
choose each other as
nominees, and seek medical
and other care without
discrimination.

The Department of Social
Justice and Empowerment
said in a statement on
Sunday it had invited inputs
from the public to ensure
that policies and initiatives
for the community are

inclusive and effective.It did not mention

any law to recognise marriages between
same-sex couples.A spokesperson for the

ministry did not immediately respond to a

request for comment.
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Joe Biden's son Hunter
pleads guilty in $1.4
million tax evasion case

World Hunter Biden, son of U.S. President
Joe Biden, pleaded guilty to federal tax
charges on Thursday, a surprise move that
avoids a potentially embarrassing trial
weeks before the U.S. presidential
election.Biden had been set to stand trial in a
Los Angeles federal courthouse on criminal
charges of failing to pay $1.4 million in
taxes while spending lavishly on drugs, sex
workers and luxury items.Judge Mark
Scarsi told Biden he faces up to 17 years in
prison and up to $450,000 in penalties. He
set sentencing for December 16. Defendants
who plead guilty in criminal cases typically
work out an agreement with prosecutors
beforehand, hoping to receive a lower
sentence in exchange for avoiding trial.

That did not appear to be the case here.

Earlier in the day, Biden had offered to plead
guilty to the charges but avoid admitting
wrongdoing, an unusual legal manoeuvre
called an "Alford plea." Prosecutors
opposed that move.After a break, Biden's
lawyer, Abbe Lowell, told the judge that he
would plead guilty, despite having no prior
agreement with prosecutors that would ease
his sentence.In a statement after the hearing,
Biden said he pleaded guilty to spare his
family from having to sit through a trial that
would have aired messy details from a
period of his life where he was suffering
from drug addiction. "For all I have put them
through over the years, I can spare them
this," he said. He added that he had paid back
his taxes.Lowell told repoters afterward that
Biden might appeal his sentence. He did not
answer when asked why Biden waited until
the trial's opening day to plead guilty.

Bangladesh: Hindu boy
accused of blasphemy,
thrashed by mob inside
police station

New Delhi A 15-year-old Hindu boy named
Utsav Mondal was brutally beaten by a mob
inside a police station in Bangladesh after he
was accused of making derogatory remarks
about the Prophet Muhammad on social
media.

The incident took place on Wednesday night in
the Sonadanga residential area of Khulna.

Local media reports initially suggested that
Mondal had succumbed to his injuries, but
Khulna Metropolitan Police's Deputy
Commissioner (South), Mohammad Tajul
Islam, later confirmed to India Today that the
teenager is alive and receiving treatment.

He is admitted to an army hospital and is out of
danger," Islam said.The incident occurred
around 11:45 PM when a group of local
madrasa students brought Utsav to the police
station, accusing him of posting
"objectionable comments" on Facebook
about the Prophet. Tensions escalated quickly
as more students and members of the Imam
Association gathered outside the police
station, demanding immediate and severe
punishment for the boy.Mohammad Tajul
Islam recounted the sequence of events,
stating that initially, the students demanded
that Utsav be judged according to their own
laws, which involved execution. The deputy
commissioner assured them that a case would
be filed under existing laws, but this did not
satisfy the crowd. The situation turned
volatile as the number of protestors swelled
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Brazilian court orders two slaughterhouses
to pay for Amazon reforestation

A court in Brazil has convicted two beef slaughterhouses quilty of buying cattle from a protected area and

directed them to pay $764,000 for causing environmental damage and reforestation of the Amazon forest.

Brasilia A judge in the Brazilian state of

Rondonia has found two beef
slaughterhouses guilty of buying cattle from
a protected area of former rainforest in the
Amazon and ordered them, along with three
cattle ranchers, to pay a total of $764,000 for
causing environmental damage, according
to the decision issued Wednesday. Cattle
raising drives Amazon deforestation. The
companies Distriboi and Frigon and the
ranchers may appeal.It is the first decision in
several dozen lawsuits seeking millions of
dollars in environmental damages from the
slaughterhouses for allegedly trading in
cattle raised illegally in a protected area
known as Jaci-Parana, which was rainforest
but is now mostly converted to pasture.Four
slaughterhouses are among the many parties
charged, including JBS SA, which bills itself
as the world’s largest protein producer. The
court has not decided on the cases involving
JBS.Brazilian law forbids commercial cattle
inside a protected area, yet some 210,000

JD Vance says school shootings are
'fact of life,' calls for better security

Pheonix. Republican vice presidential
nominee JD Vance said Thursday that he
lamented that school shootings are a “fact
of life” and argued the US needs to harden
security to prevent more carnage like the
shooting this week that left four dead in
Georgia.“If these psychos are going to go
after our kids we’ve got to be prepared for
it,” Vance said at a rally in Phoenix. “We
don’thave to like the reality that we live in,
but it is the reality we live in. We’ve got to
deal with it.”The Ohio senator was asked
by a journalist what can be done to stop
school shootings. He said further
restricting access to guns, as many
Democrats advocate, won’t end them,
noting they happen in states with both lax
and strict gun laws. He touted efforts in
Congress to give schools more money for

head are being grazed inside Jaci-
Parana, according to the state
animal division. With almost 80
per cent of its forest destroyed, it
ranks as the most ravaged
conservation unit in the Brazilian
Amazon. A court filing pegs
damages in the reserve at some $1
billion.

The lawsuits are based on transfer
documents first reported by the
Associated Press that show cattle
going directly from protected
areas to slaughterhouses. The
documents were filled out by the
illegal ranchers themselves.Part
of the decision is a collective
penalty of $453,000 against the five
defendants, who are linked to one farm. The
money will be used to reforest 232 hectares
(573 acres) of what is now pasture
there.“When a slaughterhouse, whether by
negligence or intent, buys and resells

security.“I don’t like that this is a fact of
life,” Vance said. “But if you are a psycho
and you want to make headlines, you
realise that our schools are soft targets.
And we have got to bolster security at our
schools. We’ve got to bolster security so if
a psycho wants to walk through the front
door and kill a bunch of children they’re
not able.”He called the shooting in

products from invaded and illegally
deforested reserves, it is clear that it is
directly benefiting from these illegal
activities,” according to a part of the original
complaint which Judge In's Moreira da
Costa sustained in her ruling. “In such cases,
there is an undeniable connection between

Georgia an “awful tragedy,” and said the
families in Winder, Georgia, need prayers
and sympathy.Earlier this year, Vice
President Kamala Harris, the Democratic
presidential nominee, toured the
bloodstained Florida classroom building
where the 2018 Parkland high school
massacre happened. She then announced
a program to assist states that have laws
allowing police to temporarily seize guns
from people judges have found to be
dangerous.Harris, who leads the new
White House Office of Gun Violence
Prevention, has supported both stronger
gun controls, such as banning sales of AR-
15 and similar rifles, and better school
security, like making sure classroom
doors don’t lock from the outside as they
did in Parkland.

Putin backs Harris for US president, with wry smile

MOSCOW. Russian President Vladimir
Putin said Thursday he supported
Kamala Harris in November's US
presidential election, an apparent wry
remark that led to a renewed call from
Washington for the Kremlin to "stop
interfering".Putin was speaking a day
after the United States issued indictments
accusing Moscow of vote interference.

The Kremlin leader frequently comments
on political and social issues in the
United States, often in a mocking way.

He said last year that the US political
system was "rotten" and that Washington
could not lecture other countries about
democracy.US officials have repeatedly
warned of efforts by foreign powers to
meddle in the upcoming US election,
accusing Moscow of seeking to influence
US ballots dating back to the 2016

contest between Trump and Democrat
Hillary Clinton."Firstly, (US President
Joe) Biden recommended all his
supporters support Mrs Harris," Putin
said during a question and answer session
at Russia's Eastern Economic Forum in
Vladivostok.Biden withdrew from the
race in July amid concerns about his age
and health, endorsing Vice President
Harris to top the Democratic Party's
ticket."Here, we are going to do that too,
we're going to support her," Putin told the
audience, with a wry smile."She laughs
so contagiously that it shows that
everything is fine with her," the Russian
leader said."(Former US President
Donald) Trump has imposed as many
sanctions on Russia as any president has
ever imposed before, and if Harris is
doing well, perhaps she will refrain from

such actions."

Responding to Putin's comments, National
Security Council spokesman John Kirby
on Thursday urged the Russian leader to
"stop interfering" in US elections.

"The only people who should get to
determine who the next president of
United States is are the American people,
and we would greatly appreciate it if Mr.
Putin would, a) stop talking about our
election, and b) stop interfering in it," he
said.In February, Putin backed Biden
over Trump, calling the current president
more "predictable". The White House
called on Putin to "stay out" of US
elections in response.Trump has said he
will end the Ukraine conflict within "24
hours" if he is re-elected and has praised
Putin as a "very smart cookie" who had
repeatedly outsmarted the United States.

the company’s actions and the
environmental damage caused by
the illegal exploitation.”Frigon
and Distriboi did not respond to
questions sent by email. In a filing,
Frigon argued the state of
Rondonia allowed ranchers to sell
the cattle and said there is no
relation between buying beef
cattle and deforestation. In filings,
Distriboi also denies any
wrongdoing.

JBS also did not reply to a request
for comment.

Rondonia, on the border with
Bolivia, is the most badly
deforested state in the Brazilian

Amazon. In the past few weeks, most cities

have been covered by thick smoke from

wildfires, a sign of rampant deforestation.

The situation is so dire that its main airport in

Porto Velho was closed for seven

consecutive days.

Father of US teen who
killed 4 in Georgia school

shooting arrested

World Georgia state officials arrested the father of
the 14-year-old suspected school shooter Colt
Gray on Thursday in connection with
Wednesday's shooting that killed four people and
wounded nine at Apalachee High School.Colin
Gray, 54, was charged with four counts of
involuntary manslaughter, two counts of second-
degree murder and eight counts of cruelty to
children, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation
said."These charges stem from Mr. Gray
knowingly allowing his son Colt to possess a
weapon," Chris Hosey, director of the Georgia
Bureau of Investigation, told a media
conference.Colt Gray has been charged with four
counts of felony murder and would be tried as an
adult, officials said.

Both Grays had been questioned by local officials in
neighbouring Jackson County last year in
connection with an online threat to commit a
school shooting, but there was no probable cause
for their arrest, the FBI said on Wednesday.

In that 2023 probe, the father said he had hunting
guns in the house but that his son did not have
unsupervised access to them, and the son denied
making the threats online, the FBI said.

Georgia state and Barrow County investigators say
the younger Gray used an "AR platform style
weapon," or semi-automatic rifle, to carry out the
attack in which two teachers and two 14-year-old
students were killed.It remained unclear how the
shooter obtained the weapon.Investigators have
yet to comment on what may have motivated the
first U.S. campus mass shooting since the start of
the school year.Jackson County sheriff's
investigators closed the case after being unable to
substantiate that either Gray was connected to the
Discord account where the threats were made, and
did not find grounds to seek the needed court order
to confiscate the family's guns, according to police
reports released by the sheriff's office on Thursday.

"This case was worked, and at the time the boy was
13, and it wasn't enough to substantiate.

Singapore jails Gurkha Contingent officers for running unlawful cross-horder money transfer services

to nearly thousand by evening, creating a
highly charged atmosphere outside the police

station. SINGAPORE. Five officers fromthe  charges relating to more than SGD 1 mobile number."After

China's Xi promises $50
billion for Africa over
next three years

BEIJING. Chinese leader Xi Jinping pledged
on Thursday more than $50 billion in
financing for Africa over the next three years,
promising to deepen cooperation in
infrastructure and trade with the continent as
he addressed Beijing's biggest summit since
the Covid pandemic.More than 50 African
leaders and UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres are attending the China-Africa
forum, according to state media.African
leaders already secured a plethora of deals this
week for greater cooperation in infrastructure,
agriculture, mining, trade and energy.Xi
hailed ties with Africa as their "best period in
history" as he addressed the leaders at the
forum's opening ceremony in Beijing's ornate
Great Hall of the People on Thursday.

"China is ready to deepen cooperation with
African countries in industry, agriculture,
infrastructure, trade and investment," he said.

"Over the next three years, the Chinese
government is willing to provide financial
support amounting to 360 billion yuan ($50.7
billion)," Xi said.More than half of that will be
in credit, he said, with $11 billion "in various
types of assistance" as well as $10 billion
through encouraging Chinese firms to invest.

He also promised to help "create at least one
million jobs for Africa".Xi pledged $141
million in grants for military assistance,
saying Beijing would "provide training for
6,000 military personnel and 1,000 police and
law enforcement officers from
Africa".Guterres told the forum that growing
ties between China and Africa could "drive
the renewable energy revolution".

"China's remarkable record of development --
including on eradicating poverty -— provides a
wealth of experience and expertise," he said.

Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi hailed the
summit as a "complete success" at a joint
news conference with his Senegalese and
Congolese counterparts later on Thursday.

Deputy Public
Prosecutor (DPP)
Brian Tan told the
court that
sometime in or
hefore June 2021,
Pratik began
offering a money
remittance service

to the other G(
officers within

their camp.

Gurkha Contingent (GC),
Singapore's most trusted police
force division, were sentenced to jail
terms after they pleaded guilty to
operating unlawful cross-border
money transfer services, with each
man's case involving transactions
between SGD 1,03,473 and SGD
2.86 million.They were given jail
sentences on Thursday after they
pleaded guilty to charges under the
Payment Services Act (PSA), The
Straits Times reported.The Gurkha
officers from a special unit of the
police force are deployed in
sensitive areas here. Officer Sitaram
Tamang's case involved over SGD
2.86 million in total and he was
sentenced to five months in jail.

The 40-year-old had pleaded guilty to

a charge under the PSA involving
nearly SGD 1.6 million.Three other
charges were also considered during
sentencing.Dik Bahadur Gurung, 32,
was sentenced to 14 weeks in jail
after he pleaded guilty to two

million in total.Ganga Prasad Rai,
43, pleaded guilty to two charges
involving more than SGD 6,00,000
and was sentenced to 10 weeks in
jail.Ashok Kumar Thapa Magar, 39,
and Mingmar Sherpa, 44, pleaded
guilty to one charge each under the
PSA.Mingmar's case involved
nearly SGD 4,72,000, and he was
sentenced to seven weeks in jail,
while Ashok, whose case was linked
to more than SGD 1,03,000, was
ordered to spend four weeks behind
bars.The prosecution said that a
sixth man, Pratik Tamang, 41, is
linked to some of the charges.He
joined the GC in 2004 and returned
to Nepal in February 2022 after his
retirement.He is still at large,
according to the Strait
Times.Deputy Public Prosecutor
(DPP) Brian Tan told the court that
sometime in or before June 2021,
Pratik began offering a money
remittance service to the other GC
officers within their

camp.According to court
documents, he later recruited Ganga
and Dik to work with him.He also
engaged Sitaram to help him collect
the money.Pratik was already in
Nepal when Sitaram worked with
him between February and July
2022 to provide an unlawful
payment service in Singapore.DPP
Tan said, "Under the arrangement,
GC officers looking to remit money
from Singapore dollars to Nepalese
rupees (NPR) from Singapore to
Nepal would contact Pratik via his

informing Pratik of the amount
in dollars that they were looking
to remit, Pratik would first
transfer the equivalent amount
in NPR to the remitters'
beneficiaries in Nepal."He
would then ask the remitters to
contact Sitaram in Singapore to
transfer the equivalent value in
dollars to Sitaram's bank
account linked to the payment
platform PayNow.Nearly USD
1.6 million involving 111
deposits went through the bank
account.After that, Sitaram would
arrange to hand over the remittance
monies in dollars to Pratik, either by
PayNow transfers to the latter's bank
account or in cash to Pratik's
friends.Between February and July
2022, Ganga engaged in a
conspiracy with Sitaram and Pratik
to offer a cross-border money
transfer service.Ganga then
collected more than SGD 2,43,000,
which he handed over to Sitaram.

Feeling the heat as Earth breaks yet another record for hottest summer

The northern meteorological summer —
June, July and August — averaged 16.8
degrees Celsius (62.24 degrees Fahrenheit),
according to Copernicus. That's 0.03
degrees Celsius (0.05 degrees Fahrenheit)
warmer than the old record in 2023.

World Summer 2024 sweltered to Earth’s

hottest on record, making it even more likely
that this year will end up as the warmest
humanity has measured, European climate
service Copernicus reported Friday.And if
this sounds familiar, that’s because the
records the globe shattered were set just last
year as human-caused climate change, witha
temporary boost from an El Nino, keeps
dialing up temperatures and extreme weather,

scientists said.

The northern meteorological summer — June,

July and August — averaged 16.8 degrees
Celsius (62.24 degrees Fahrenheit),
according to Copernicus. That’s 0.03
degrees Celsius (0.05 degrees Fahrenheit)
warmer than the old record in 2023.

Copernicus records go back to 1940, but

American, British and Japanese records,
which start in the mid-19th century, show the
last decade has been the hottest since regular
measurements were taken and likely in about
120,000 years, according to some
scientists. The Augusts of both 2024 and
2023 tied for the hottest Augusts globally at
16.82 degrees Celsius (62.27 degrees
Fahrenheit). July was the first time in more
than a year that the world did not set a record,
a tad behind 2023, but because June 2024
was so much hotter than June 2023, this

summer as a whole was the hottest,
Copernicus Director Carlo Buontempo said.

“What those sober numbers indicate is how the

climate crisis is tightening its grip on us,”
said Stefan Rahmstorf, a climate scientist at
the Potsdam Institute for Climate Research,
who wasn’t part of the research.

It’s a sweaty grip because with the high

temperatures, the dew point — one of
several ways to measure the air’s humidity
— probably was at or near record high this
summer for much of the world, Buontempo
said.Until last month Buontempo, like some
other climate scientists, was on the fence
over whether 2024 would smash the hottest
year record set last year, mostly because
August 2023 was so enormously hotter than
average. But then this August 2024 matched
2023, making Buontempo “pretty certain”
that this year will end up hottest on

record.“In order for 2024 not to become the
warmest on record, we need to see very
significant landscape cooling for the
remaining few months, which doesn’t look
likely at this stage,” Buontempo said.

With a forecasted La Nina — a temporary

natural cooling of parts of the central Pacific
— the last four months of the year may no
longer be record-setters like most of the past
year and a half. But it’s not likely cool
enough to keep 2024 from breaking the
annual record, Buontempo said.

These aren’t just numbers in a record book, but

weather that hurts people, climate scientists
said.“This all translates to more misery
around the world as places like Phoenix start
to feel like a barbecue locked on high for
longer and longer stretches of the year,” said
University of Michigan environment dean
and climate scientist Jonathan Overpeck.
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US Open: Aryna
Sabalenka ready for Final
after 'missed opportunity’

last year

Aryna Sabalenka is determined to make the
most of her second consecutive US Open
final appearance after narrowly missing out
on the title last year. The Belarusian tennis
star revealed her resolve to "give it her all" in
the upcoming final, reflecting on last year's
disappointment where she lost to Coco
Gauff despite winning the first set.
Sabalenka secured her spot in the 2024 US
Open final by defeating USA’s Emma
Navarro 6-3, 7-6 (7-2) on September 5 at the
Arthur Ashe Stadium in a thrilling semi-final
clash.In her post-match press conference,
Sabalenka expressed her eagerness to make
amends for last year’s heartbreak and finally
clinch the hard-court major. She emphasized
her readiness to put everything on the line in
what promises to be a high-stakes final.
Sabalenka’s road to the final was marked by
her powerful and consistent play, which was
on full display against Navarro. The
Belarusian, known for her aggressive
baseline game, managed to keep the
pressure on Navarro throughout the match,
particularly in the second-set tiebreak where
she dominated to secure her place in the
final."Yeah, I had really tough lessons here
in the pastdi€x I think I had so many
opportunities here, but I didn't use them for
different reasons. I wasn't ready. Then I got
emotional. Then I just couldn't handle the
crowd. I felt like I just missed the
opportunity. Every time I'm coming back
here, 1 have this positive thinking, like,
‘Come, on, maybe this time'," Sabalenka
said."Every time I'm hoping that one day I'll
be able to hold that beautiful trophy. You
know, like tough losses never make me feel
depressed, like, not thinking like of not
coming back on the tournament. It only
motivates me to come back and to try one
more time, try harder, and work harder on
some things which maybe didn't work in the
past. I'm still hoping to hold that beautiful
trophy,” Sabalenka added.In the final,
Sabalenka will face Jessica Pegula, who
earned her spot by defeating the world
number one, [ga Swiatek, in their semi-final
clash. With Pegula being the home star,
Sabalenka also revealed that she is not
worried to face the Arthur Ashe crowd going
against her in the final."Yeah, they're
cheering for her, but how can they help her to
win the match? Only if I let them get into my
head and only if I'm gonna just lose myself,
you know, get crazy...So, yeah, that's the
trickiest is the loudness of how loud it can be
on this stadium,”

Harshit Rana's 'flying
kiss' celebration returns
after Gaikwad's wicket

New Delhi Indian pacer Harshit Rana's iconic
flying kiss celebration made a return on Day
1 of the Duleep Trophy tournament. His
infamous send-off has been the talking point
since IPL 2024 and Harshit brought it back
again. Harshit, while playing for India D, got
the wicket of India C captain Ruturaj
Gaikwad. During the 7th over of India C's
first innings, Harshit bowled a short of length
delivery outside the stumps and Gaikwad
edged it only to be caught at the slips. India D
erupted in celebrations and Harshit Rana
gave his infamous 'flying kiss' gesture.
However, this time it was not directed
towards the batter he dismissed but to the
dressing room.

Gaikwad managed to score just five runs in 19
balls in his short stay at the crease. Earlier,
Harshit also dismissed opening batter Sai

» 24

Sudharsan for just seven runs from 16 balls.
Harshit provided his team just the kind of
start which they needed as India C were
reduced to 14/2 in first seven overs.
Interestingly, Harshit's flying kiss
celebration caught everyone's attention
during the IPL 2024 when he was
representing KKR.

Harshit's flying kiss celebration

When Harshit faced ban for his send-off

He gave a flying kiss send-off to Mayank
Agarwal after dismissing him during KKR
vs SRH match on March 23. Later, the KKR
fast bowler Harshit Rana was suspended for
a match and fined 100 percent of his match
fee for breaching the IPL Code of Conduct
for the second time in the IPL 2024 season.
Harshit's second offence came during KKR's
win against Delhi at Eden Gardens on April
29. He came up with an animated gesture
towards DC's Abhishek Porel after getting
his wicket.Later, the KKR team's co-owner
Shahrukh Khan asked the entire squad to
give a flying kiss as part of their celebration
on lifting the ICC trophy.Meanwhile,
Harshit will be aiming to impress the
selectors and offer his contention for the
upcoming big home season. He was selected
in the T201 squad for Zimbabwe and ODI
squad for the Sri Lanka series.

wPickleball is hooming worldwide, and

India is no exception. Once played in

parking lots and alleys, it's now

entering the professional era. Pioneers
Sunil Valavakar and Manish Rao, in
conversation with IndiaToday.in,
highlight the sport's rapid growth and
its ability to transcend age groups and

make a meaningful impact on

enthusiasts' lives.

e R e
New Delhi. Ajit Pal Singh, a software engineer

from Noida, first discovered pickleball
through an Instagram reel. The clip showed a
game that looked like a mix of tennis and
badminton, piquing his curiosity. A quick
Google search later, he was hooked. Six
months on, Singh and three friends became
regulars at a popular pickleball centre in
Noida, playing almost every weekend.For
early pioneers like Sunil Valavalkar and
Manish Rao, spreading the word about
pickleball in India was a challenge. But

today, the game is rapidly capturing the
attention of urban India, drawing in players
aged eight to 80.It's hard to escape the
growing popularity of pickleball. You must

have seen Andre Agassi or Leonardo Di
Caprio playing pickleball. Even Novak
Djokovic, who once hinted that pickleball
posed a threat to tennis, was seen trying his
hand at the sport at an exhibition event
before the 2023 US Open. In India, the
sport has found fans in Bollywood actors
and sports icons alike.It's no surprise:

pickleball is among the fastest-growing 51

sports worldwide, and India is no
exception.Rajat, a 23-year-old finance
professional, was introduced to the sport by
Singh. He now makes a 50km trip from
Gurugram to Noida every weekend to
play."It's less strenuous than tennis and a bit
different from badminton," Rajat says. "The
sound of the paddle hitting the ball reminds
me of cricket. As a cricket lover, [ enjoy ita
lot. It's become a weekly affair."Pickleball's
simple learning curve, social nature, and low
physical impact have contributed to its
widespread popularity. Its accessibility
makes it appealing across age groups, and
it's being embraced both recreationally and
competitively.

APANDEMIC BOOM
The pandemic provided an unexpected boost

for pickleball. It proved to be a "blessing in
disguise" for the sport. People gravitated to
the sport during lockdowns due to its ease of
setup and suitability for socially distanced
play. It became a common sight in alleys and
parking lots across cities.

In the United States of America, pickleball

Ball::

surged so much that tennis courts were
repurposed for it, as four pickleball courts
can fit into one tennis court. More courts
meant more players and more revenue,
catching the attention of investors and sports
equipment manufacturers like Selkirk,
which started sponsoring players.

India saw a similar boom after the pandemlc A
pickleball tournament with prize money
worth USD 100,000 was held as recently as
August 2024. India has been hosting major
tournaments and Indian pickeball players
have begun to win medals in prestigious
overseas competitions. An Indian Premier
League-styled league for pickleball is also
setto start by the end 0f 2024 or early 2025.

THE BASICS OF PICKLEBALL

1. Pickleball Equipment

Paddle: A solid paddle, larger than a ping-pong
paddle but smaller than a tennis racket, made
of wood, composite, or graphite.

A lightweight plastic ball with holes,

similar to a wiffle ball, which travels slower

PM Modi praises Kapil Parmar for "special’
Paralympics Judo bronze medal

«Prime Minister Narendra Modi
hailed Kapil Parmar's historic
bronze medal in Judo at the Paris
Paralympics, marking India's first-
ever Judo Paralympic medal and
celebrating the inspiring journey of
the visually impaired para-athlete

from Madhya Pradesh.

New Delhi. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
extended heartfelt congratulations to Kapil
Parmar on his remarkable bronze medal
victory in Judo at the Paris Paralympics. In a
special post on his official X account, PM
Modi hailed Parmar's achievement as a
"special medal" win for India, celebrating
his historic accomplishment as the first-ever
Judo medallist for the country at the

Vikram Rathour, Rangana Herath to help New e

Paralympics.

The 24-year-old visually impaired para-

athlete from Shivor, Madhya Pradesh,
secured the bronze in the men's -60kg J1
category by defeating Brazil's Elielton de
Oliveira in just 33 seconds with a stunning
Ippon. Parmar's victory is a significant
milestone, raising India's medal tally at the
Games to 25, including five gold, nine silver,
and 11 bronze medals."A very memorable
sporting performance and a special medal!

Congratulations to Kapil Parmar, as
he becomes the first-ever Indian to
win a medal in Judo at the
Paralympics. Congrats to him for
winning a Bronze in the Men's 60kg
J1 event at the #Paralympics2024!
Best wishes for his endeavours
ahead,"Parmar, who had already
made a name for himself by
winning a silver medal in the same
category at the 2022 Asian Games,
showcased his prowess by
defeating Venezuela's Marco
Dennis Blanco 10-0 in the
quarterfinals. His journey to the Paralympics
was not without challenges. As a child,
Parmar suffered a severe electric shock after
accidentally touching a water pump while
playing in the fields, leaving him in a coma
for six months.

Despite this life-altering experience, Parmar's

triumph at Paris turns out to be one of the key
highlights of India's Paralympcis 2024
campaign.

Lealand prepare for Test season in Asia

New Delhi Former India batting coach
Vikram Rathour and legendary Sri Lanka
spinner Rangana Herath have joined New
Zealand team to help them prepare for
their upcoming Tests in Asia. Notably,
New Zealand will take on Afghanistan in
a one-off Test from September 9 in
Greater Noida, India and will further lock
horns with Sri Lanka and India for five
Tests.Ahead of a crucial Test season in
Asia, New Zealand Cricket have secured
the services of Rathour and Herath to help
them succeed in the alien conditions.
Rathour, who was recently part of the
Indian coaching staff as batting coach
under Rahul Dravid, will be with the team
for the one-off Test against
Afghanistan.On the other hand, Herath
will be with the team till the two-match
series against Sri Lanka beginning from
18th September. The former left-arm
spinner has joined the team in place of
former Pakistan spinner and coach Saqlain
Mushtaq, who was expected to take up the
role earlier but pulled out to take up a
position with the Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB).New Zealand Head Coach Gary
Stead expressed excitement on the joining

of the two new members and said that both
will add on to the knowledge and skill set of
the team.“We’re really excited to introduce
Rangana and Vikram into our Test group.
Both men are held in high regard in the
world of cricket and I know our players are
really looking forward to the opportunity to
learn from them,” said Stead in a media
release.Stead banking on Herath's

experience to succeed in Sri
i Lanka

{ Further speaking ahead, Stead
mentioned how Herath’s
influence will massively help
their left-arm spinners Ajaz Patel,
Rachin Ravindra and Mitchell
Santner in the Sri Lanka
series.“For our three left-arm
orthodox spinners in particular,
Ajaz, Mitch and Rachin, having
the chance to work with Rangana
across three Tests on the sub-
continent will be hugely
beneficial. Rangana has taken
over 100 Test wickets in Galle
which is the venue of our two
Tests against Sri Lanka and so his
knowledge of that venue will be
priceless,” he added.Meanwhile,
New Zealand are currently ranked on the
third spot in the World Test Championship
standings with three wins from six matches
having a points percentage of 50%. The
upcoming Tests against Sri Lanka and India
are extremely crucial for the Blackcaps to
climb higher on the table or maintain their
position.

Pickleball Boom: The trendy, social sportis wmnmg hearts in India too

than a tennis ball.

2. Court Dimensions

The court measures 20x44 feet, same for
singles and doubles.

A 7-foot no-volley zone near the net, called
the "kitchen", prevents volleys unless the
ball bounces.

- 3, Gameplay

Objective: Hit the ball over the net into the
opponent's court without return. The serve
is underhand and must bounce before

being returned.The serving team can only

score points; games go to 11 points, with a 2-

point win requirement.

4.Serve and Return Rules

Double-bounce rule: Both teams must let the
ball bounce once after the serve before
volleys are allowed.

PICKLEBALL'S ORIGINS AND
ARRIVALIN INDIA

Pickleball originated in Bainbridge Island,

Washington, in 1965. Three friends --

Pritchard, Bill Bell, and Barney McCallum-

created the game using makeshift

equipment, and it quickly gained local
popularity.In India, the credit for introducing
pickleball goes to Sunil Valavalkar, the
founder of the AIll India Pickleball

Association (AIPA). Valavalkar first

encountered the sport when he went to

British Columbia as a Project Supervisor for

an Indo-Canadian Youth Exchange Program

of the Government of India in 1999. There,
he was hosted by a sports enthusiast.

Messi's heartfelt
farewell to Angel Di
Maria on retirement:
We'll miss you a lot

New Delhi, Lionel Messi sent a heartfelt

farewell message to Angel Di Maria as the
Argentine winger announced his
international retirement, receiving a moving
tribute at the Estadio Mas Monumental ahead
of Argentina's FIFA World Cup qualifier
against Chile. Angel Di Maria called time on
his 16-year international journey with
Argentina following their Copa America
2024 triumph on July 15.The 36-year-old
winger made significant contributions to
Argentina across four World Cups (2010,
2014, 2018, and 2022), playing a crucial role
in the team that reached the final in Brazil in
2014 and ultimately clinched the World Cup
in Qatar 2022. In an emotional tribute video,
Messi congratulated Di Maria on his
illustrious international career, ending with a
touching note that brought tears to Di Maria's
eyes.

“I hope you enjoy this evening a lot with your

family and loved ones. We’ve said
everything we needed to say...We shared so
much, and who would have thought it would

i

‘

end this way? We’ll miss you a lot. See you
soon,"In Copa América competitions, Di
Maria experienced the agony of near
victories, finishing as a runner-up in 2015
and 2016, before finally achieving glory in
2021. His decisive goal against Brazil at the
Maracan£ Stadium secured the long-awaited
continental trophy, cementing his status as
one of Argentina's most iconic
players.During the tribute ceremony, the
entire Estadio Mas Monumental erupted in a
standing ovation for Di Maria. The players
formed a guard of honor for him and his
family before lifting him high into the air in
celebration. The ceremony featured a video
montage with messages from former greats
and Messi himself, all acknowledging Di
Maria's exceptional career with Argentina.

Duleep Trophy: Anantapur stadium packed,

Chinnaswamy stands in Bengaluru empty

Duleep Trophy: Huge crowd
turned up at the Anantapur
stadium in Andhra Pradesh
for India C vs India D match.
Meanwhile, the stands at the
M Chinnaswamy Stadium in
Bengaluru were empty.

New Delhi, India's much-anticipated domestic

season started off on a high with 2 cracker of
contests underway between India A-B and
India C-D. Day 1 witnessed many notable
performances from the Indian players, with
Musheer Khan scoring a century and Axar

Patel playing a heroic knock of 86 runs
while also picking two wickets. The
fans also seemed excited over the start |
of India's home season. The Duleep
Trophy matches will be hosted in
Bengaluru and Andhra Pradesh's
Anantapur. Hence, M Chinnaswamy -
Stadium in Bengaluru, Rural %
Development Trust Stadium and ACA
ADCA Ground in Anantapur are the
venues of the matches.The Day 2,
being Friday, saw huge crowds turning
up in stadiums to cheer for the players.
However, it was the Rural
Development Trust Stadium in
Anantapur, which saw fans arriving in huge
numbers to fill-up the stands. The Anantapur
stadium is hosting the India C vs India D
clash with players like Ruturaj Gaikwad,
Shreyas Iyer, Axar Patel, Devdutt Padikkal
and Arshdeep Singh participating. The fans
flocked to the stadium to support the star

players.
The craze among Anantapur crowd
Meanwhile, the M Chinnaswamy Stadium is
hosting India A vs India B with stars like

Shubman Gill, Rishabh Pant, Kuldeep
Yadav, Yashasvi Jaiswal and Shivam Dube
playing. However, there was not as much

crowd in the Chinnaswamy stands,
despite the participation by many star
players.The fans on social media also
urged BCCI to hold more games in
Rural Development Trust Stadium,
seeing the craze among localites.

More matches in Anantapur?

Earlier, there was a stampede-like
situation at the Anantapur stadium as
people arrived in big numbers to get the
tickets of the Duleep Trophy matches.
The Anantapur crowd also showcased
their passion for cricket. Spectator
interest perks up significantly once
domestic matches are taken to smaller

towns.The rising stars also look forward to a
change in the monotony of playing before
empty stands by performing in front of
packed stadiums. Anantapur stadium lived
up to that expectation this Friday and the
numbers are only expected to increase over
the weekend.

—
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Unbuttons Her Shirt,
Looks Hottest In Pink;
New Photos Go Viral

ho would believe that Shweta Tiwari 42 and a

mother of three? The actress, popularly

known for her role as ‘Prerna’ in the hit show

Kasautii Zindagii Kay, often drops pictures of herself

on social media, leaving everyone stunned. On

Thursday too, Shweta took to her Instagram handle and

shared a series of photos which are now setting fire

online.In these latest photos, Shweta Tiwari was lying

on a bed in an unbuttoned pink shirt. She left her

tresses open and opted for minimal makeup. The

actress’ hot avatar and seducing looks left everyone
gasping for breath. Check it out here:

Soon after the pictures were shared online, fans rushed to

the comments section to compliment the actress.

“National crush to yehi hai bhai, ”” one fan wrote. Stunning

d gorgeous—that’s you!”

Johar. She spilled the beans on her next with the filmmaker’s production
house and said, “I'm doing Dharma Productions’ upcoming web series. In
that, I play a don-like character who wears a saree and smokes cigarettes
(laughs). It was a very challenging role and that’s why I wanted to do
it.”Though she remained tight-lipped about other details, Shweta shared that
she’s ready for smaller roles in this new chapter of her career. “I’ve always
told myself — ‘do what you like.” I’ve been a lead face in television but when
I’m stepping out and foraying into something else, I want to explore different
parts. | know that I"ve to accept smaller roles if I want to work with a certain
director or an actor. I want to make my debut in different avenues every five

ey B, (00 il added another. Those eyes,” a
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sa Stankovic/.

Looks Her Sexiest Best In White Outfit | %

After Returning To Mumbai

4

the actress took to her Instagram handle and dropped a couple of pictures which are now

setting fire online. In these latest clicks, Natasa was seen flaunting her curves in a white
thigh-high slit gown which had feathers all over. She opted for matching heels, minimal
accessories and left her tresses open. Needless to say, the actress looked prettiest as always.Soon
after the photos were shared online, fans rushed to the comments section to compliment the
actress. While one of the users called her “hottest”, another wrote, “You are gorgeous”. Several
others also dropped fire emojis in the comments section. Check it out here:

Natasa Stankovi, who lives in Serbia after her separation with cricketer Hardik Pandya, returned to
Mumbai earlier this week with their son, Agastya. On Wednesday too, Natasa was snapped by the
paparazzi as she stepped out for dinner with her friends. She looked effortlessly chic in a black

strappy, pleated long dress.Natasa

Stankovi, who lives in Serbia after her
separation with cricketer Hardik
Pandya, returned to Mumbai earlier
this week with their son, Agastya. On
Wednesday too, Natasa was
snapped by the paparazzi as she
stepped out for dinner with her
friends. She looked effortlessly chic
in a black strappy, pleated long
dress.
Natasa and Hardik, who tied the knot
in May 2020 and renewed their
wedding vows according to the
Hindu and Christian rituals in
February 2023, confirmed their
separation in July 2024. They
issued a joint statement and mentioned that it  was a “tough decision™ for both of
them and added that they will continue to co-parent their son, Agastya.Later, a report

by Times Now claimed that Natasa and Hardik parted ways because the cricketer was

“too full of himself”. “He was too flamboyant for her, too full of himself. Natasa

could not handle itanymore. She realised that there was a major gap between how

they were as people. She tried to match it up to him but it made her feel -
uncomfortable. This was a never-ending process so it became tiring after a -
while. Natasa was not able to keep pace hence she decided to take a step back.” "

asource cited by the portal claimed. o

Naiasa Stankovic is currently enjoying some quality time in India. On Thursday afternoon,

Krushna Abhishek Says His
Relationship With Kashmera

Started With a 'One Night Stand":
'"We Were Not Serious'

spp

hen Kashmera Shah marked her 18
years of togetherness with Krushna
Abhishek earlier this year, she penned

down an emotional note on social media and
revealed how a lot of people initially thought
that their relationship would not last long.
Now, in an interview, Krushna has jokingly
revealed that their relationship started only as a
‘one night stand’.Krushna Abhishek was
speaking to ETimes when he recalled how
happy he was when he started to date
Kashmera. “Kash was a hot, sexy and popular
actress working with Shah Rukh Khan and
Jackie Shroff. I was a newcomer then. The age
difference was not important. | connected with
her and enjoyed flaunting her as my girlfriend,
saying, ‘Dekho main Kashmera Shah ko date
karraha hoon’,” he said.

The actor, known for his appearances on Kapil
Sharma’s comedy shows, revealed that they
first met on a film set in Jaipur. He admitted
that they were not serious about each other
initially and thought that their dating would not
last long. However, things changed with time
and they became each other’s best friends.”]
first met her on a film set in Jaipur, where we
were casually introduced and eventually
became friends. One day, she called me to her
room for dinner, and that’s how our
relationship started...with a one-night stand
(laughs). Funnily, the joke we share is how,
after that one dinner, | just stayed back with
her!” he said.“Initially, we were ot serious
about each other, we travelled and had a good
time for many years. When we started dating,
we were not thinking of marriage and felt it
would end in a few months. But I was always
happy around Kashmera. We are each other’s
best friends. People often joke about how
Krushna likes two things: Kash and cash!” the
actor added.

When Sobhita Dhulipala Said She
'Looks Forward To Motherhood'":
'By Being Coupled You Feel...

attention after she recently got engaged to

Naga Chaitanya. Fans are eagerly
awaiting any news about their wedding. Amid
this, an interview with the actress from earlier
this year has got fans buzzing. In the interview,
Sobhita said that she is looking forward to
motherhood next in life.hen asked about the
meaning of life for her, Sobhita told ABP
News, “I don’t think life can have a purpose. |
do think that we come between two shores.
There is ariver, and life is that boat that passes
from one shore to another. So I feel like in life,
whatever you do, do it and enjoy it, but there is
a certain detachment 1 feel towards
everything. I can’t be too detached, because
then we won’t have any ambition. But
somewhere [ walk the tightrope between being
alittle disconnected and doing my own thing.”

“From life, what do I seek? To be honest, I think
the experience I look forward to is
motherhood, whenever that happens. I feel it
would be amazing,” she added. Sobhita also
spoke about balancing parenthood and a
career. “We don’t pick between taking care of
our parents and going for a job. So I feel my
role as a daughter and my role as a sister, my
role at work as a professional and my role as a
wife will work in parallel,” she said.*I feel like
even if someone is not very financially secure,
very often, by being coupled, you feel like you
have a partner who will support you. There are
women who do a lot, and there are many
stories of men who also support their wives in
doing whatever they want to do. So 1 don’t
think it’s this or that. I am very pro-balance. I
have things that I'd love to experience, and |
love to hit certain goalposts, but my idea of
success is not vertical; it’s more horizontal,”
the actor added.

Naga Chaitanya and Sobhita Dhulipala got
engaged last month. The couple was dating for
almost two years before they announced their
engagement, Making their relationship public,
the couple shared a poetic message, quoting,
“What could my mother be to yours? What kin
is my father to yours anyway? And how did
you and I meet ever? But in love our hearts are
as red earth and pouring rain: mingled beyond
parting.” This verse from Kurunthogai,
translated by A.K. Ramanujan, beautifully
encapsulates their love.

Sobhita Dhulipala has caught everyone’s




	PAGE 1
	PAGE 2
	PAGE 3
	PAGE 4
	PAGE 5
	PAGE 6
	PAGE 7
	PAGE 8
	PAGE 9
	PAGE 10
	PAGE 11
	PAGE 12


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


