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GOOD SPORT:
Para-athletes,
champions all

In a cruel world that emphasises limitations, the
greatest service a para-athlete performs for
society is to normalise physical disability —
to bring it right under the public eye, and then
perform sporting acts of such skill and
courage that even ‘normal’ people can’t
emulate.

Several years ago, when a para-athlete was
awarded the Khel Ratna, the country’s highest
award for sportspersons, hitherto won only by
‘normal’ athletes, a colleague couldn’t hide
his contempt: “These ‘non-elite’ athletes
getting the top sports award — the very idea!”

Having watched para-sports over the years, this
person is now a fan, for the story of each para-
athlete, medal-winner or not, is fascinating
and inspirational, worthy of'a book.

Let’s talk about, say, Sumit Antil, just one
among the para-heroes.Javelin in his right
hand, a spring in his steps, Antil jogs rather
than sprints to the white line. With a mighty
heave, he sends the spear flying. There’s a
hush. There’s a roar. Antil looks at the giant
screen flashing the distance the spear has
travelled — it’s over 70 metres. It’s a personal
best. It’s good for gold. Antil turns around and
slaps his right thigh — he’s very unlikely to
ever slap his left thigh because it’s a prosthetic
limb. It’s due to this artificial left limb that he
jogs rather than sprints; it’s this artificial left
limb that presents him the greatest difficulty in
his dream of hitting the 80-metre mark.My left
leg, which is my blocking leg, is an artificial
limb. It’s difficult to balance on it. There are
just two nails at the base of the prosthetic that
get a grip on the ground. Balancing your entire
body on just two nails is very difficult,” said
Antil a day after winning gold at the Paris
Paralympics. “After your hip has done its role
while throwing, the blocking leg has to move
into action. I was losing my balance a couple
of times, which is why I couldn’t throw even
better.”

“When I will be at my peak, just once in life, |
want to touch the 80m mark. I want to know
how it feels when the javelin crosses that
distance,” said Antil, 26.Antil, two
Paralympics gold medals to his credit, wants
to expand his horizons.Life shrinks or
expands in proportion to one’s courage. The
courage of the para-athlete reshapes
perceptions, breaks down physical and
emotional barriers, and redraws the limits of

Steppe eagles, the vanishing voyagers from Central Asia

The morning mist was rising slowly as we stepped into the ochre-coloured grasslands of Tal Chappar in Rajasthan, known as a
haven for birds of prey. Staring across the open expanse, a large silhouette caught the eye. On training the...

The morning mist was rising slowly as we stepped into the

ochre-coloured grasslands of Tal Chappar in Rajasthan,
known as a haven for birds of prey. Staring across the
open expanse, a large silhouette caught the eye. On
training the binoculars, it turned out to be a Steppe eagle,
the ubiquitous post-monsoon visitor across many parts
of India, undertaking long and arduous migrations each
year to spend the winter in the temperate climates of the
Indian subcontinent, as well as Southeast Asia, Middle
East and Africa.A large raptor with a wingspan of over 2
metres, the Steppe eagle (Aquila nipalensis) is a member
of the ‘booted eagle’ family, meaning it has feathered
legs. As the name suggests, grasslands or ‘steppes’
constitute the bird’s natural habitat. While it mainly
breeds and resides in Central Asian countries, including
Kazakhstan, Russia and Mongolia, as temperatures drop
in these regions, it undertakes an annual migration
southward. Like many migratory species, it has
remarkable navigational skills, using the same route year
after year, guided by an array of cues like the Earth’s
magnetic field, position of the stars and wind patterns to
traverse thousands of kilometres. There are a few unique
characteristics that set the Steppe eagle apart from other
eagles. It prefers to nest on the ground as opposed to the
canopy, a factor of its natural habitat, and prefers to walk
or ‘strut’ a lot, spending far lesser time soaring in the air
like other birds of prey. A specialised predator of
squirrels, it also hunts other small mammals like hare
and reptiles, and when fresh prey is scarce, also
consumes dead animals, or ‘carrion’.

In terms of appearance, it can often be confused with the

tawny eagle or the spotted eagle, and an easy way to
distinguish it in the field is its elongated ‘gape’ or the end
of the beak, and oval-shaped nostrils. Despite its fierce
expression, it is quite approachable and relatively tame,
and can adjust to a moderate level of human presence.

The Steppe eagle is not just a casual visitor. It provides

important ecosystem services. As an apex predator and
scavenger, it controls the rodent population and
consumes carrion, preventing the spread of diseases and
maintaining the health of their habitat. This natural
‘clean-up’ service reduces the reliance on chemical pest-
control methods and promotes a healthy ecosystem.
Their presence signifies a well-balanced environment
with adequate prey availability and minimal human
disturbances.

However, the species faces a multitude of threats today.

Rapid urbanisation, agricultural expansion, and
infrastructure development are encroaching upon open
grasslands and wetlands, leading to habitat loss and
diminishing prey availability. Increasing use of
pesticides in agricultural fields is resulting in secondary
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poisoning, as they consume prey exposed to harmful
chemicals. Collision with overhead powerlines and
wind turbines is also emerging as a key threat.These
factors have led to a rapid decline in their population. In
Kazakhstan, a major breeding ground, the population
has halved in just 15-20 years, while surveys in India
have revealed a long-term decline of nearly 31 per cent.
As the threats to these avians persist, the species has been
classified as ‘endangered’ by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

Concerted efforts are needed to protect this keystone

species that plays a crucial role in maintaining
ecosystems across continents. Awareness campaigns
highlighting the ecological importance of these raptors
can encourage local communities and civil society to
participate in conservation efforts. Better enforcement
of regulations on pesticide use, and encouraging
sustainable agricultural practices can help reduce

Punjab bites the bullet

Unpopular’ moves will test AAP govt's resolve

possibilities. Antil has had to be very
courageous — there was no other option after
amotorcycle accident led to the amputation of
his left leg when he was just 17.Sheetal Devi,
born without arms, had to be very courageous.
The archer, who hits bull’s-eye using her feet,
won a Paralympics medal last week. “Before,
I used to live in a small village. And then I
started para archery, I saw that people with
disabilities could also achieve something,”
Sheetal, 17, wrote on social media. “There
was a time when I felt incomplete and sought
external validation. It took time to embrace
my true self, but the moment I did, magic
unfolded.”Sport does create magic. But, as
Anais Nin wrote, life indeed does shrink or
expand in proportion to courage — and it’s not
just about bravery, it’s more about stepping
out of our comfort zone and confronting and

ACUTE fiscal stress has compelled the ruling
AAP to bite the bullet in Punjab. It has
withdrawn the previous Congress government’s
decision to provide power subsidy of Rs 3 per
unit to domestic consumers having a connected
load of up to 7 kW (kilowatt). The value-added
tax (VAT) on petrol and diesel has been
increased, making both dearer in a state where
fuel prices are already on the higher side. The
cash-strapped government is expecting that the
twin moves will lead to savings/earnings in the
range of Rs 2,000-2,500 crore per year;
however, it will have to be prepared for a
backlash from lakhs of affected people.

This is a desperate attempt by the government,
which is nearing the half-way mark of its tenure,
to give fiscal prudence a chance. Subsidies have
been bleeding the state exchequer dry for more
than two decades. Successive governments have banked
on them to woo farmers and other categories of

defeating fears.
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Rifles got a patrol ready in five
minutes. He must have wondered at
the improbable demand of the
visiting middle-aged Colonel to scale
the nearest hill. The soldiers spread
out and started climbing up the...

The young Captain of Rashtriya Rifles got a patrol
ready in five minutes. He must have wondered at the
improbable demand of the visiting middle-aged
Colonel to scale the nearest hill. The soldiers spread
out and started climbing up the hill terraces in which
maize was sprouting. The over-eager visitor’s knees
started creaking. He asked a soldier for a light
machine gun. It felt heavy and he climbed for a few
hundred yards up the farm terraces. He returned the
weapon and wished he had a sturdy walking stick. He
felt all his machismo melting away. The soldiers kept
moving up. They were super fit. You know it when
you climb with them. Your brain and college
certificate don’t tell you that. Your legs and lungs
give you that education when you move up a
mountain with them.

Cries of ‘Jai Hind’ rang out from the old men living in
the mud houses. They offered water. It was scarce in
the mountains and they had to buy it in tankers. They
pulled out plastic chairs and offered hospitality, as
they started talking about their Army stints. ‘I served

consumers. According to the State Finances Audit Report
of the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India,

Amid bravehearts, in the hero’s honour

The young Captain of Rashtriya Rifles got a patrol ready in five minutes. He must have wondered at the improbable demand of
the visiting middle-aged Colonel to scale the nearest hill. The soldiers spread out and started climbing up the...

Pl

in so and so battalion of JAK LI (Jammu and Kashmir
Light Infantry).” Then came the long list of stations
they had served in. The Armymen had been climbing
for two hours. When they descended from the hilltop,
the Colonel stopped at a shop on the road bend. The
owner let out a sonorous ‘Jai Hind’. From almost
every mud-roofed hut that he passed, he could hear
‘Jai Hind’. Old men, their faces washed with deep
lines, proclaimed having served in JAK LI. Buffaloes

stood tethered in solid mud and the timber huts were
built on hewed slopes. A listless Bihari mason stood
and stared as the patrol passed. When asked what he
was doing so far away from home, he said he earned
~600 a day as most young men of the village worked
in foreign countries.

The shop was well stocked with provisions. A beaming,
handsome, 6 foot tall young boy came and stood
there. In this part of India, people are generally good
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instances of indirect poisoning.Driving around a bend in
the meandering mountain roads of Uttarakhand, the
sight of branches of a pine tree struggling to bear the
weight of their occupants made us bring the car to a
quick halt.

About a dozen Steppe eagles crowded the canopy
surrounding a carcass dumping site, far out from their
usual habitats or rolling grasslands. Trying to get a clear
sighting, one couldn’t help but marvel at their amazing
adaptability, travelling mind-boggling distances so
nonchalantly, and keeping a diverse range of ecosystems
healthy.Yet, it also felt as if they were clinging to the
dwindling branches of survival. Their flight, a testament
to the freedom of the skies, now carries the weight of a
world struggling to remember that without its wild
guardians, it loses more than just eagles. It is up to us to
ensure that these majestic creatures continue to grace our
skies for generations to come.

tabled in the Assembly earlier this week, power
subsidy constituted the lion’s share (68-99 per cent)
of the total subsidies in the state between 2018 and
2023. Over the years, several experts, including
former deputy chairman of Planning Commission
Montek Singh Ahluwalia, have recommended
rationalisation of power subsidy to improve
Punjab’s fiscal health. However, the political
leadership has been reluctant to take the plunge due
to electoral considerations.It is hoped that AAP wil
stay the course, which is a tough one but a must to
help the state make an economic turnaround.
Constantly living beyond one’s means is a recipe for
disaster, with the CAG red-flagging a ‘continuous
mismatch’ between receipts and expenditure.
Commendably, the Congress government in
neighbouring Himachal Pradesh has shown the way
by insisting on financial discipline. The
sustainability of scaling down or withdrawing populist
measures will be put to the test in both states.

looking. The mountains and woods all around are a
wanderer’s delight.

The lad insisted that the Armymen come to his house.
Another good-looking young man came out. He had
long, curly brown hair. A tall man who looked in his
sixties stood outside the simple house in a salwar
kameez. He welcomed the officers and took them to
a drawing room with plastic chairs and a centre
table.A matronly woman came and sat next to the
man. Another young man fetched tea, almonds,
pistachios and biscuits. The tea was thick-sweet
buffalo milk with just a whiff of tea leaves. In rural
communities, such tea is an honour. Not much
different from the customary offerings in the
Colonel’s native Haryana.

The young men were shy and there was a tall young
girl, their sister, who went away briskly. The boys
had come home from their regiments on leave. It was
Eid and homecoming season.The father was strong,
dignified and had little to say. Clouds of sadness
remained settled on the mother’s face. The father of
the boys got up and went into another room,
returning with a framed medal. It had a green ribbon
and a bronze circular disc with the Ashokan wheel.
On the mother’s face, the lines of sadness and
memory became deeper. The boy to whom the medal
belonged had left the world.

The brave woman had five sons. She had permitted all
of them to wear the olive green. One of them had
given up his life in the service of the nation.

Darkness set in on the mountain slope. It was time to
leave. The Captain sat quietly. The Colonel got up,
saluted the parents and the patrol started walking
back.Rifleman Aurangzeb was conferred the
Shaurya Chakra, the third highest gallantry award,
posthumously in2018. Jai Hind!
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Markets decline in early
trade on weak global peers,
foreign fund outflows

NEW DELHI. Equity benchmark indices declined in
early trade on Monday in tandem with a weak trend in
global markets and foreign fund outflows.

The 30-share BSE Sensex dropped 281.74 points to
80,902.19. The NSE Nifty declined 81.45 points to
24,770.70.Among the 30 Sensex firms, Adani Ports,
Tata Steel, NTPC, Power Grid, Mahindra & Mahindra
and Tata Motors were the biggest laggards.

Hindustan Unilever, Asian Paints, Infosys and Tata
Consultancy Services were among the gainers.

In Asian markets, Seoul, Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong
Kong were trading lower.The US markets ended
significantly lower on Friday.“The stock markets have
taken a sharp bearish turn, with sentiment shifting from
optimism about cooling US inflation to concerns over a
potential US economic slowdown. Friday’s weaker-
than-expected jobs data has reignited fears of a
recession, further compounded by soft manufacturing
updates,” Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd, said.Foreign Institutional Investors
(FlIs) offloaded equities worth Rs 620.95 crore on
Friday, according to exchange data.“Two factors are
likely to weigh on markets: one, the outcome of the US
presidential elections and two, the Fed decision on rate
cut,” said V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Financial Services.

Global oil benchmark Brent crude climbed 1.24 per cent
to USD 71.94 a barrel. The BSE benchmark had tubled
1,017.23 points or 1.24 per cent to settle at 81,183.93 on
Friday. The NSE Nifty dropped 292.95 points or 1.17
per centto 24,852.15.

Gala Precision Engineering
makes solid market debut.
Hold or sell

New Delhi Gala Precision Engineering Limited (GPEL)
made a remarkable debut on the stock exchanges
today:.

The share price opened at Rs 721.10 on the National
Stock Exchange (NSE), marking a 36.31% rise from
the issue price of Rs 529.0n the Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE), the shares opened at Rs 750,
reflecting a41.78% gain.

Shivani Nyati, Head of Wealth at Swastika Investmart
Ltd, commented on the debut, saying, "Gala Precision
Engineering Limited (GPEL) made a strong debut on
the stock market, listing at Rs 750 per share, a
significant 41% premium over its issue price of Rs
529.""This positive performance reflects the
company's robust fundamentals and the strong
investor interest evident in the [PO's oversubscription
0f201.41 times," she added.

She added that investors who participated in the IPO
"are likely sitting on a healthy profit, but it's important
to maintain a cautious approach and continue
monitoring the company's performance and market
conditions"."Despite the promising listing, factors
such as industry trends, competition, and global
economic conditions may still influence the long-term
trajectory. For those considering holding it, you may
keep astoploss at Rs 675," she advised.

The IPO subscription period, which ran from September
2 to September 4, saw robust participation, with the
retail portion subscribed 91.95 times and overall
demand significantly exceeding supply.

The funds raised will be used for expanding production
facilities, purchasing new equipment, and repaying
debt.

New AMCs see hig potential
in Indian market, set
ambitious targets

NEW DELHI. Buoyed by ever-increasing participation
from retail investors, new asset management companies
(AMCs) have set ambitious targets for themselves.

They believe that as India’s economy and corporate
earnings grow, more and more people will start
investing in mutual funds.

“India’s population is 140 crore and of that 130 crore has
an Aadhaar card and 75 crore has a PAN (permanent
account number) card. At present, there must be around
60 crore people whose PAN is linked to Aadhaar -
people who are eligible for the KYC (know your
customer) process to open their account in the MF
industry.

At present, however, the MF industry has only 4.80 crore
PAN. We are not even 10% of what we can be,” said
Mayukh Dutta, Chief Business Officer at ITI Mutual
Fund. Dutta highlighted the country’s strong
fundamentals and the immense potential for growth in
the domestic equity markets. ITI Mutual Fund, which
started in 2019, has set an ambitious target to reach R1
lakh crore AUM in the next five years.The company’s
asset under management (AUM) increased nearly 2.4
times to R8,791 crore in July 2024 from R3,698 crore in
March 2023. Some of its funds such as ITI ELSS Tax
Saver Fund, ITI Multi Cap Fund and ITI Small Cap
Fund have given areturn of 51-64% in the past one year.

“India’s economic growth trajectory offers a unique
opportunity for mutual funds. With the country’s
anticipated growth rate surpassing many global

economies, ITTAMC is poised to experience significant

expansion. We aim to capitalise on this favourable
environment. We are aiming to reach an AUM of R1
lakh crore within the next five years,” said Dutta. In the

last 10 years, the Indian mutual fund industry’s net

AUM has grown by more than 6 times to about R65 lakh
crore. In May 2014, the industry’s AUM stood at R10
lakh crore. The industry is hopeful that the it will hit the
R100 lakh crore mark in less than 2 years.

This phenomenal growth has been amply supported by
retail investors who have been pouring money via
systematic investment plans (SIP). The monthly SIP
contributions reached an all-time high, crossing the
R23,000 crore mark in July 2024. The number of SIP
accounts in the industry stood at 9.34 crore. Expecting
India’s growth story to continue, a good number of
legacy names as well as new-age companies have joined
the bandwagon. New names such as Zerodha, Helios,
White Oak and Bajaj Finserv AMC are becoming quite
popular among investors.  Bajaj Finserv Asset
Management, a 100% subsidiary of NBFC major Bajaj
Finserv, said that in the long run, they want to be among
the top 10 AMCs in India.

The meeting also approved a revenue budget of Rs

589.53 crore a}}d Ta'cital budget of _Rs 70.18 crore.

The meeting also
approved a revenue
budget of Rs 589.53 crore
and a capital budget of Rs
70.18 crore.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM.The
Kerala Co-operative Milk Marketing
Federation (KCMMF), known by the
brand Milma, has posted a turnover of Rs
4,346.67 crore during the financial year
2023-24, marking an increase of 5.52%
compared to last year.In 2022-23, the
turnover of Milma was Rs 4,119.25 crore.
The figures were presented at its 51st
annual General Body meeting held at the
Milma Dairy at Kalpetta, Wayanad, on
Saturday.

The meeting also approved a revenue
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budget of Rs 589.53 crore and a capital
budget of Rs 70.18 crore. Besides, as
Onam gift to farmers, Milma announced a
cattle feed subsidy of Rs 100 per bag for
50 days.Milma chairman K S Mani, who

Sensex, Nifty open lower as weak US
jobs data reignites recession fears

New Delhi Benchmark stock market
indices opened Monday’s session on a
weak footing, weighed down by
concerns over a potential recession in
the US following weaker-than-
expected jobs data.

At 9:19 am, the S&P BSE Sensex had
dropped 181.90 points to 81,002, while
the NSE Nifty50 slipped by 49.55
points to 24,802.60.Most broader
market indices also began the day in the
red, with a slight uptick in volatility,
reflecting the cautious sentiment
among Dalal Street investors.Among
the top gainers were life insurance
stocks like HDFC Life and SBI Life,
alongside FMCG giants HUL and
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Tata Steel, Adani Ports, and Coal India.

!

"The market is likely to experience

increased volatility in the coming days,
as the CBOE VIX has surged by 12% to
23.50," noted Dr. V K Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services.

Britannia. On the downside, major "Two key factors are influencing this: the

laggards included ONGC, Hindalco,

outcome of the US presidential

elections and the Fed’s decision on a
rate cut. A Trump victory could
heighten fears of trade wars, while
uncertainty looms over whether the
Fed will opt for a 25bp or 50bp rate cut
in September,' he added.

“A25bp cut might fall short in addressing

the economic slowdown, while a 50bp
cut could further stoke recession
concerns. Investors should monitor
these developments, but current market
weakness could provide an opportunity
to accumulate high-quality large-cap
stocks, particularly in defensive sectors
like pharmaceuticals," Vijayakumar
noted.Another significant event that
could steer market sentiment is the
outcome of the 54th GST Council
meeting, set to take place today.

London's pod taxis make their way
into Mumbai's Bandra-Kurla Complex

Fare rates for the pod taxi
service were determined
through surveys of auto and
bus users in the area

Mumbai Mumbai's Bandra-Kurla
Complex (BKC) is set to introduce @&
London-style pod taxis, offering a
futuristic solution to the city's traffic
congestion. Sai Green Mobility, in
partnership with Ultra PRT the
developers behind the pod taxi
system at Heathrow Airport in
London will roll out a network of
compact, driverless taxis. The project
will feature 21 automated vehicles
operating along a 3.9-kilometre
route, connecting the Bandra and Kurla
railway stations to BKC's car parks.

Sanctioned in March, the project follows
a comprehensive techno-economic
feasibility study conducted by the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
Development Authority (MMRDA) to
assess the area's topography and the
potential impact of the system on
reducing traffic in BKC.

Fare rates for the pod taxi service were
determined through surveys of auto
and bus users in the area. Currently,
commuters pay an average of 715.33
per kilometre for metered auto rides,
while shared auto fares range from ?30
to 740 per passenger for trips between

BKC and the Bandra or Kurla stations.
Taxi fares are about ?18.67 per
kilometer, but app-based services like
Ola and Uber often charge between ?80
to 2100 for short trips of 2-3 kilometers
due to dynamic pricing. The pod taxis
are expected to offer a competitive and
efficient alternative.

Maharashtra Chief Minister and
MMRDA Chairman Eknath Shinde has

expressed confidence in the project,
stating that the pod taxi system will
serve as a model for future urban
transport initiatives across India,
promoting sustainable and efficient
mobility solutions.Dr. Sanjay
Mukherjee, MMRDA Metropolitan
Commissioner, highlighted
the project's significance: "The
Pod Taxi project in BKC
marks a significant step
towards enhancing urban
mobility in one of Mumbai’s
busiest business districts. This
system will not only improve
last-mile connectivity but also
reduce congestion, providing a

transportation for daily

commuters."
While BKC is traditionally

known as a corporate hub, it
has increasingly become a hotspot for
leisure and entertainment, thanks to
attractions like the Nita Mukesh
Ambani Cultural Centre (NMACC)
and Jio World Drive. The introduction
of pod taxis could further elevate the
visitor experience by offering a unique
and convenient way to navigate the
area.

presided over the meeting, said Milma
has been implementing a slew of projects
focussing on increasing milk production
and ensuring the well-being of dairy
farmers.“Milma and its regional unions

have adopted various measures to keep
cattle feed costs at affordable levels for
farmers. Apart from giving additional
price for milk, steps have been taken to
offer attractive incentives to farmers to
help them,” he said.The meeting, which
passed 10 resolutions, called for a round-
the-year cattle feed subsidy for farmers.
The other resolutions passed by the
meeting included providing cost-
effective medical aid, insurance cover for
dairy farmers and cattle, interest-free
loans for buying cattle, conducting a
comprehensive survey of cattle and milk
production figures of the state, fair value
for the land of dairy cooperative societies
and creating a certain percentage of fund
for dairy farmers from the revenue of
private players, who make profit in the
state after obtaining milk from other
states at a lower price.Expressing
solidarity with the people devastated by
the recent landslide in Wayanad, the
attendees of the annual meeting decided
to contribute their sitting fee to the Dairy
Cooperative Society of Chooralmala.

Council to discuss GST on
RWA maintenance charges

NEW DELHLI. In a significant development for

residents and Resident Welfare Associations
(RWA) across the country, the GST Council in
its 54th meeting on September 9, is expected to
deliberate on increasing the threshold limit for
the Goods and Services Tax (GST) applicable
on maintenance charges.

According to sources, the threshold limit may be

increased to R9,000-R10,000 per month.
Currently, maintenance charges paid by
residents to RWAs are exempt from GST up to
R7,500 per month per member. However,
should the monthly charge exceed this limit,
GSTis levied on the entire amount, provided the
aggregate turnover of the RWA reaches R20
lakh or more.

Also, the GST applicability on the transfer of

development rights within the joint
development agreements (JDAs) in the real
estate will likely be discussed. A JDA is a legal
contract that facilitates collaboration between
landowners and developers to undertake
construction projects on the landowner’s
property.In India, JDAs have become a
prevalent method for real estate development
across various sectors. In addition, the Council
may deliberate on under-construction properties
as well. The panel on real estate is reportedly in
favour of reducing GST rates on under-
construction properties to enhance housing
affordability.

In related news, there remains ongoing ambiguity

regarding the imposition of GST on commercial
transactions processed through PoS
machines,QR Codes and net banking for
amounts below R2,000.Sources indicate that
while the GST authorities have raised tax
demands on certain transactions in this category,
clarity on the GST applicability is still pending.
In the upcoming meeting, imposition of an 18%
GSTrate on such transactions may be discussed.
Earlier, this newspaper had reported that the
council meeting will focus on proposals aimed
atrationalizing the current GST structure, which
imposes an 18% tax on mediclaim premiums.

modern, efficient mode of According to sources, among the proposals under

consideration are options to allow mediclaim
firms to charge a reduced GST rate of 5%
without the benefit of input tax credit (ITC) or to
implement a uniform 5% GST rate specifically
for B2C supplies.Another important item on the
agenda will be the clarification regarding the
valuation of payments for services received
from related parties, particularly in light of
recent cases involving Infosys. This
clarification is expected to provide much-
needed guidance to businesses that engage in
inter-company transactions under the GST
framework.

'Unsustainable’: Adani Group warns Bangladesh
over $500 million in unpaid power dues

Despite recent growth,
Bangladesh continues to
face chronic energy
shortages, worsened hy
dwindling domestic gas
reserves.

$492 million of its $800 million debt to
Adani.In response, the interim
government is pursuing financial aid
from international institutions like the
World Bank to stabilize its economy.
Despite recent growth, Bangladesh
continues to face chronic energy
shortages, worsened by dwindling
domestic gas reserves.Critics have
blamed the previous administration for
corruption and inefficiency due to
practices such as bypassing open
tendering processes.

Adani Group, known for its diverse

New Delhi The Adani Group, led by

billionaire Gautam Adani, has issued a
serious warning to Bangladesh’s interim
government about a significant backlog
of unpaid dues related to a major power
project. The Financial Times reports that
Bangladesh currently owes $500 million
to Adani, a situation the company deems
"unsustainable."The situation presents
itself as a big challenge for Nobel
laureate Muhammad Yunus’s new
administration, which took power last
month after the removal of former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.It may be noted
that Yunus’s government has been vocal
about the costly infrastructure

agreements made under Hasina’s
leadership, particularly the deal with
Adani for coal power from the 1,600-
megawatt Godda plant in India.In a
statement to the Financial Times, Adani
Power reaffirmed its commitment to
supplying reliable power to Bangladesh
despite the financial strain.

"We are in constant dialogue with the

Bangladesh government and have
appraised them of this unsustainable

situation where we are meeting not just
our supply commitment but also
commitments to our lenders and
suppliers in spite of rising receivables,"
the company said.

Energy crisis in Bangladesh
The $500 million debt forms part of a

broader $3.7 billion energy crisis in
Bangladesh. Muhammad Fouzul Kabir
Khan, Yunus’s chief energy adviser,
revealed that Bangladesh is overdue on

investments—including a recently
announced $10 billion semiconductor
plant—remains committed to its energy
deal with Bangladesh. Adani Power said
its Godda plant is not yet connected to the
Indian grid, thus ruling out any plans to
seek alternative markets for its power.

The Yunus administration is contemplating

a re-evaluation of previous energy deals,
aiming to introduce competitive bidding
and improve regulatory oversight.

Despite the financial difficulties, the

interim government has expressed a
desire to maintain good relations with
both India and China, ensuring that
future infrastructure agreements are both
cost-effective and transparent.
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We Need Clarifications On "Unnatural
Death”: Supreme Court On Kolkata Horror

New Delhi: The Supreme Courttoday The top court is currently
began hearing the case related to the  perusing the status report
brutal rape and murder of a 31-year-  filed by the state and the
old trainee doctor at the state-run CBI."The CBI should
RG Kar Medical College and submit a new status report
Hospital in Kolkata on August 9. A by next Tuesday. Let's see
bench comprising Chief Justice DY ~ what happens between now
Chandrachud and Justices JB  and then. We are not asking
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra will which method of
oversee the proceedings. investigation they should

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, adopt," the Chief Justice §
appearing for the West Bengal added. On Sunday night,
government, submitted a status thousands gathered in
report filed by the state health Kolkata and across the
department before the bench."A  globe, demanding justice for the
status report has been filed. The victim. These demonstrations were
state health department has filed a  part of a larger wave of protests,
report. Tweny-three people have organised under the banner of
died as doctors are on strike," Mr  "Reclaim the Night," a movement
Sibal told the CJI Chandrachud-led

in connection with the crime, but the
investigation has since widened,
resulting in the arrest of the college's
former principal as well.Protests
Worldwide From the streets of
Kolkata to the cities of Europe, Asia,
and the United States, the global
Indian community rallied for justice
Sunday night. Over 130 protests
took place in 25 countries, including
major cities like Stockholm,
Sydney, and New York. Protesters -
many clad in black -held vigils, sang
in Bengali, and chanted slogans in
solidarity with the victim.The
streets of Kolkata were transformed
into protest sites as men and women,
young and old, took to the streets to
demand justice. From forming

protesting doctors who had
been striking in solidarity
with the victim to return to
work, stating that "justice and
medicine cannot be stopped."
The case initially faced
delays, with the Supreme
Court, during its hearing on
August 22, criticising the
Kolkata Police for their
sluggish handling of the
investigation. It was not until
August 13 that the Calcutta
High Court intervened,
transferring the investigation from
the Kolkata Police to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI). The
CBI began its probe the following
day, August 14.The victim's body
was discovered in a seminar hall of

»A bench
comprising
Chief Justice
DY
Chandrachud
and Justices JB
Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra

termed the incident "horrific" and
took additional measures to address

safety concerns within the
healthcare sector. The court issued
several directives, including the
formation of a 10-member National

will oversee the
proceedings.

Posters Banning Entry Of 'Non-
Hindus' Surface In
Uttarakhand's Rudrapryag

In Uttarakhand's Rudrapryvag,
sienboards prohibiting the entry of
outsiders have been put up by villagers

in several areas of the district.

b

New Delhi. Signboards prohibiting the entry of
outsiders have been put up by villagers in several
areas of Uttarakhand's Rudraprayag district at the
entrances of their villages. Earlier, the signboards
banned the entry of "non-Hindus" but have been now
put up to prohibit outsiders from entering the villages.
The boards were put up mainly by local pro-Hindutva
outfits such as Bhairav Sena, according to an Indian
Express report.“Warning: Non-Hindus/ Rohingya
Muslims and hawkers are prohibited from roaming in
the village and doing business. If caught anywhere in
the village, punitive and legal action will be taken,”
the board read, as per the report.

According to locals, boards have been put up to prevent
unknown individuals and unfamiliar vendors from
entering, following incidents of theft in the villages.

A resident of Fata village said locals installed these
signboards around 20-25 days ago after reports of
outsiders being involved in thefts at temples and
homes. Such signboards have been put up in villages
such as Sirsi, Rampur-Nyalsu, and others.The
signboards initially called for a ban on "non-Hindus,"
but the phrasing was later changed to "ban on
outsiders" after intervention by police, according to
villagers.Speaking to news agency PTI, Rudraprayag
Deputy Superintendent of Police Prabodh Ghildiyal
said that no one would be allowed to disrupt social
harmony.

"No Adverse Action If...":
Chief Justice Asks Protesting
Doctors To Return To Work

The deadline came this afternoon during the Supreme
Court hearing into the rape and murder case of a
posﬁgraduate medical student that has shaken the country.

New Delhi: Doctors protesting over the Kolkata rape
and murder case must return to work by 5 pm
tomorrow. Else, they might face adverse action, the
Supreme Court said today. The deadline came this
afternoon during the hearing into the rape and murder
case of a postgraduate medical student that has shaken
the country. A three-judge bench led by Chief Justice
of India DY Chandrachud noted West Bengal
government, in its affidavit, has indicated that funds
have been sanctioned for carrying out safety measures
of doctors, which shall be monitored by the District
Collectors."In order to create sense of confidence we
state that in the event that doctors come to work by 5
PM tomorrow, no adverse actions shall be taken. If
there is continuous abstention from work despite the
facilities given, there will be likelihood of action in
future," said the CJI."We want to ensure that doctors
resume work. They are in a system to render service.
We will provide facilities but they have to reciprocate.
If doctors do not resume work, then we cannot stop the
government from taking disciplinary action," he
added.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for West
Bengal, ensured that doctors who resume duty will not
facing action.The Chief Justice noted Bengal
government's submission that mass abstention of
resident doctors at medical colleges in the state for 28
days had severely disrupted healthcare services. In its
affidavit, the state health department said 23 people
died due to doctors' strike.

Senior advocate Geeta Luthra submitted that senior
doctors were on duty while the junior doctors were not
and they were facing threats and bullying. The CJI said
he's aware of the ground situation, but the doctors
must now resume work. Junior doctors cannot say
seniors are working, so they won't, he added.

bench. We want to know the time at
which the unnatural death case was Supreme Court's Earlier Hearing
registered," CJI Chandrachudsaid. The Supreme Court on August 20

calling for safety and justice for
women in public spaces.

Task Force to develop protocols for
ensuring the safety of doctors and
healthcare workers across the
country.The court called upon

Centre Cautions Airlines Over Ticket
Price Hike During Festive Season

Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu said that the Centre is also monitoring SpiceJet Airlines which is currently

facing a host of issues including financial challenges and legal battles.

New Delhi: As airline ticket prices often
see a surge in price hikes during the

force any airline company to keep the
same ticket price."

festive season, the Centre has stepped Therise in fares comes at a time when the

in saying it is "keeping an eye" on the
situation.ddressing the situation,
Union Civil Aviation Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu stated,
""We are keeping an eye on the
ticket prices of all airlines. All
airlines have been told earlier
that passengers should not
face any inconvenience.
Everyone wants to go home
during the festival season, so
the ticket prices should not be
increased too much."The
holiday season often sees a
surge in demand, pushing
ticket prices up significantly.
Mr Naidu addressed this challenge,
adding, "The ministry is already
keeping an eye on the ticket rates being
charged by airlines on all routes of the
country where more people travel
during the festival season. We will not

aviation sector is already facing
turbulence, with the crisis at SpiceJet

Airlines being a notable example. The
budget carrier -- which is grappling
with multiple woes, including financial
challenges, legal battles and grounding
of aircraft -- is looking to raise money
that will help it meet various

obligations.Mr Naidu confirmed that
the government is monitoring the
situation closely. "The ministry is
keeping an eye on Spicelet Airlines,"
he said.Mr Naidu's comments were
made during the India
Regional Air Mobility
Conference, where he
outlined the government's
plans for the future of Indian
aviation.

-~ With over 1,200 new aircraft
already ordered by domestic
carriers, the goal is to
transform India into a global
aviation hub. "By 2035, India
will be the largest aviation
market in the world. We plan
to build 350-400 new airports
in the next 10-20 years to support this
growth," Mr Naidu said.We are
investing heavily in infrastructure. The
foundation is being laid today for the
aviation market of tomorrow," he
added.

J&K Polls 2024: Er Rashid's Party A 'Proxy’
To BJP Alleges PDP Chief Mehbooha Mufti

New Delhi:Jammu and Kashmir Vidhan
Sabha Chunav: PDP Chief Mehbooba
Mufti has accused Engineer Rashid's
party, the Awami Ittihad Party (AIP),
of being a new proxy for the central
government. Mufti questioned how,
despite being in jail, Rashid's party is
able to contest elections across
multiple areas and where their funding
is coming from. Addressing the media
in Anantnag, Mufti claimed,
"Yesterday, our candidate was
attacked with sticks by AIP workers at
Balpora, Shopian. He is now fighting
for his life in SMHS Hospital in
Srinagar with fractured ribs."Mufti
further added, "It took Mufti sahib 50

years to build this party, and we still
don’t have the resources to contest
from everywhere. Yet, a person who is
in jail contests parliamentary
elections.

It's good for democracy, but who is
behind his party? Who helps them
secure support everywhere, and where
do their funds come from? How do
they have the audacity to carry out
such attacks?Mufti questioned the
central government’s involvement,
stating, "If the government wants to
make Er Rashid’s party a proxy after
the failure of previous parties, and if
they are fully supporting him with
money and other resources, then they

should tell other parties not to contest
the elections. What kind of
hooliganism is this?"She also
expressed outrage that, despite the
attack on her candidate, no action has
been taken so far.

"A murderous attack was carried out,
and yet, there has been no response,"
she remarked.Mehbooba Mufti
warned the people of Kashmir to avoid
falling into the trap of proxy parties.
"There are powerful forces behind
them trying to divide the vote of
Kashmir, with the PDP as their main
target. The PDP is the only party that
stands for the Kashmiri people and
fights for the injustices 0f 2019.

RG Kar Medical College on August
9, bearing severe injuries. A civic
volunteer was arrested the next day

human chains to holding burning
torches, protesters expressed their
anger and sorrow for the victim,
who they symbolically.

Screen suspects, trace
contacts: Health ministry's
mpox advisory to states

New Delhi:The Union government on Monday
issued a fresh advisory to states and UTs on the
issue of tracking and monitoring cases of mpox,
which has been declared a public health
emergency of international concern (PHEIC) by
the World Health Organisation (WHO).In its
advisory, the Union Health Ministry noted that
India has not seen any cases of mpox in the current
outbreak. However, state governments have been
advised to stay on alert and follow the ministry’s
various guidelines on surveillance strategies and
setting up of isolation facilities to track and deal
with suspect and confirmed cases of the disease.

The ministry noted that the national Integrated
Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP) is
actively monitoring to identify any mpox clusters
in the country. Points of entry such as airports have
intensified health screening of incoming travellers
and the laboratory network under the Indian

Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has been
strengthened to test samples from suspect cases,
the ministry said.

States should pay special attention to healthcare
workers, especially those in skin and STD
(sexually transmitted diseases) clinics, to know
about common signs and symptoms of mpox and
actions that need to be taken after diagnosis, the
advisory stated.Screening and testing to be done of
all the suspect cases in the community, from
hospital-based surveillance to intervention sites
identified by National AIDS Control Organisation
(NACO)."While all states are requested to
undertake appropriate activities to make
communities aware about the disease, its mode of
spread, need for timely reporting and preventive
measures, it is crucial that any undue panic
amongst the masses is prevented," the advisory
read.In August, the World Health Organisation
(WHO) announced mpox (previously known as
monkeypox) as a public health emergency of
international concern. The decision was made
because of the rising spread of mpox to several
countries and the emergence of a new strain called
clade 1b.

"Lower Your Pitch'": Chief Justice
Rebukes Lawyer, He Apologises

Senior Advocate Kapil

Sibal said he had
videos and
photographs to show
that the lawyer was
throwing stones at a

protest

incident at the state-run
RG Kar Medical College
and Hospital. The lawyer
is Advocate Kaustav
Bagchi, also a BJP leader.
He switched from the
Congress to the BJP
earlier this year.
Responding to Mr Sibal's
throwing stones charge,
the lawyer asked how a
senior counsel can make
such statements in
court.The Chief Justice

show that the lawyer was throwing
stones at a protest over the August 9

New Delhi: Chief Justice of India DY
Chandrachud today asked a lawyer to
lower his voice and asked if he was
addressing the judges or the gallery
outside the court. The three-judge bench,
also comprising Justice Manoj Misra and
Justice JB Pardiwala, was hearing the
Kolkata doctor's rape and murder case that
has shaken the nation.During the
arguments, Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal
said he had videos and photographs to

then said, "Are you trying
to address the gallery
outside the court? I have
been noticing your

addressing three judges in front of yo

demeanour for the last two hours.""Can
you first lower your pitch? Listen to the
Chief Justice, lower your pitch. You are

not the large audience who is watching
these proceedings on the video

u’
arguing at the same time."

conferencing platform," the Chief Justice
added.The lawyer then apologised to the

bench.Later, as more lawyers started
mentioning a variety of issues, the Chief
Justice remarked, "I am not used to this Without explicitly mentioning the findings,

kind of advocacy where 7-8 people are

The Supreme Court has asked the CBI to file

a fresh report in the case next Tuesday.
The central agency today flagged the
forensic report in the case and
said "who collected the
samples" has emerged as a
relevant question.Solicitor
General Mehta said the central
agency had decided to send
samples to the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences in
Delhi.We have forensic
examination report and one
thing is admitted that when the
girl was found at 9:30 am, her
jeans and undergarments were
removed and lying nearby...
semi-nude and injury marks also
on body... they have taken
samples. they have sent to CFSL
in West Bengal. CBI has taken a
decision to send the sample to AIIMS," he
said.

the Solicitor General said, "Person enters,
girl is nude and this is the result of FSL. So
who took the sample is relevant."
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Philippines arrests
pastor wanted by US for
child trafficking, no
extradition

World The Philippines is not currently
looking to extradite a Filipino pastor wanted
for child sex trafficking in the United States,
President Ferdinand Marcos said Monday
after the suspect's arrest.

Apollo Quiboloy, a self-proclaimed
"Appointed Son of God" and ally of former
president Rodrigo Duterte, surrendered in
the southern city of Davao on Sunday amid a
massive two-week police search of his sect's
sprawling compound.The US charged the
Kingdom of Jesus Christ preacher in 2021
with sex trafficking of girls and women aged
12-25 to work as personal assistants, who
were allegedly required to have sex with
him.For the moment, we are not looking at
extradition. We are focusing on the cases
filed in the Philippines," Marcos told
reporters on the sidelines of a Manila
conference.It is not known if the United
States has formally sought the extradition of
Quiboloy, aged at least 74, according to the
FBI.Quiboloy, whose sect claims millions
of followers, is facing charges in Manila of
child abuse, sexual abuse and human
trafficking.Marcos also congratulated the
police for arresting the pastor.

"We will demonstrate once again to the world
that our judicial system in the Philippines is
active, is vibrant, and is working well," the
president said.

Israeli strikes in Syria
kill 4, damage highway,
claims state media

World. A series of Israeli strikes hit multiple
areas in central Syria late Sunday, killing at
least four people, wounding 13 and sparking
fires, state media reported.Syria's state news
agency SANA reported that Syrian air
defenses "confronted an aggression that
targeted several points in the central region,"
damaging a highway in Hama province and
sparking fires that firefighting teams were
battling to control early Monday.At least four
dead and 13 wounded people arrived at the
Masyaf National Hospital in western Hamas
province, SANA said, citing hospital head
Faysal Haydar. It was not immediately clear
if they were civilians or militants. The Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights, a U.K.-based
war monitor, reported that one of the strikes
targeted a scientific research center in
Maysaf and other sites where "Iranian
militias and experts are stationed to develop
weapons in Syria." Local media also reported
strikes around the coastal city of Tartous.

There was no immediate comment from the
Israeli military.Israel has carried out
hundreds of strikes on targets inside
government-controlled parts of war-torn
Syria in recent years, but it rarely
acknowledges or discusses the operations.

Kamala Harris recalls
long walks with
grandfather in India

Washington. Indian-origin Democratic
presidential candidate Kamala Harris on
Sunday, recalling her fond memories with her
grandparents in India, wished National
Grandparents Day to all the grandparents who
help shape and inspire the next
generation."As a young girl visiting my
grandparents in India, my grandfather took
me on his morning walks, where he would
discuss the importance of fighting for equality
and fighting corruption. He was a retired civil
servant who had been part of the movement to
win India’s independence," Harris said in a
post on X."My grandmother travelled across
India-bullhorn in hand-to speak with women
about accessing birth control," the incumbent
vice-president said.The Democrat added that
her grandparents' "commitment to public
service and fight for a better future" lived in
hertoday.

Bangladesh to take
necessary steps to
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Republican report slams Biden's ‘failures’ for
chaotic withdrawal from Afghanistan

World U.S. House of Representatives
Republicans will release a long-awaited
report on Monday blasting Democratic
President Joe Biden's administration for
failures surrounding the chaotic and deadly
U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan in August
2021.The report contends that the
administration made its decision to evacuate
noncombatants far too late, formally
ordering it only on August 16, failed to
communicate between departments in
Washington and amongst officials in
Afghanistan, and botched the paperwork for
the departure of Afghan civilians eligible to
leave the country.lt is the result of a three-
year investigation led by Representative
Michael McCaul, Republican chair of the
House Foreign Affairs
Committee.America’s credibility on the
world stage was severely damaged after we
abandoned Afghan allies to Taliban reprisal
killings — the people of Afghanistan we had
promised to protect,” the report said. "And
the moral injury to America’s veterans and

those still serving remains a stain on this
administration’s legacy."The withdrawal
has become intensely politicised ahead of
the November 5 US presidential election.
Last month, the Republican nominee,
former President Donald Trump, shot video
for his campaign at Arlington National
Cemetery where he appeared at a ceremony
honouring troops killed in the evacuation.

Trump has also attacked Biden and Vice
President Kamala Harris over the exit from
Afghanistan during campaign appearances,
blaming them personally for the deaths at
Kabul airport's Abbey Gate. On August 26,
2021, as U.S. forces were trying to help
Americans and Afghans flee as the Islamist
Taliban movement took control of the
country, a suicide attack at the Abbey Gate
entrance to Kabul's airport killed 13
Americans, compounding the U.S. sense of
defeat after two decades of war.

Harris is the Democratic presidential nominee.

Democrats have insisted that some blame for
the messy end of the war - less than seven

months into Biden's presidency - should be
laid at the feet of Trump, who began the
withdrawal process by signing a deal with
the Taliban in 2020.

"When former President Trump took office,
there were approximately 14,000 American
troops in Afghanistan. Days before leaving
office, the former President ordered a further

reduction to 2,500," Representative Gregory
Meeks, the top Democrat on the Foreign
Affairs panel, said in a letter to committee
Democrats about the investigation.

Republican committee aides dismissed that
contention as partisan politics, saying Biden
could have ignored Trump's agreement or
enforced it, accusing officials who served
during Biden's presidency of allowing the
Taliban to disregard its commitments.Some
800,000 U.S. service members served in
Afghanistan following the U.S.-led invasion
triggered by the Sept. 11,2001, attack on the
U.S. by Afghanistan-based al-Qaeda.

During the war, 2,238 U.S. service members
died and nearly 21,000 were wounded.
Independent estimates put the number of
Afghan security forces and civilians killed at
more than 100,000.

McCaul has subpoenaed Secretary of State
Antony Blinken three times in connection
with the Afghanistan investigation, most
recently last week, saying that he wants him
to testify in person.

Thousands protest in Mexico against controversml judicial reform proposal ~ Marine Le Pen urges Macron

World. Thousands of Mexicans, mainly
court employees and law students
protested in the capital Sunday against
a controversial judicial reform
proposal that would see judges elected
by popular vote.They gathered in
Mexico City as the Senate began to ¥
debate the initiative pushed by %
outgoing President Andrés Manuel
L*pez Obrador and approved by the
lower house, called the Chamber of
Deputies, in which the ruling party
holds sway.The proposed reform,
which would see the election of judges
of the Supreme Court and other tribunals
as well as magistrates, has sparked
diplomatic tensions with the United States,
prompted protests by opponents, and
upset financial markets.The judiciary will
not fall," chanted protesters who marched
on the Senate, expected to vote on the
proposal Wednesday.Striking judicial

workers have asked the Supreme Court to
intervene in the matter, a request that
Lopez Obrador has said has no legal
basis.In rare public remarks, the chief
justice of the Supreme Court, Norma Pina,
appeared to lash out Sunday at the reform
proposal, although she did not name it
specifically, saying Mexico risked "the
demolition of the judicial branch."Pina

said last week the court would
discuss whether it has jurisdiction
to halt the reform.In her remarks
Sunday, carried on social media,
Pina presented two alternative
reform proposals and called on
Lopez Obrador and congress to
listen to Mexicans' comments
about the reform package."Today
it is still possible," Pina said. "We
can change things."The United
States, Mexico's main trading
partner, has warned that the
reforms would threaten a
relationship that relies on investor
confidence in the Mexican legal
framework.L3pez Obrador, who will be
replaced by his ally Claudia Sheinbaum
on October 1, argues that the change was
warranted because courts currently serve
the interests of the political and economic
elite.

World Kentucky police were searching
a remote, heavily wooded area on
Sunday for a suspected gunman who
opened fire on vehicles traveling a
rural stretch of Interstate 75 a day
earlier, shooting and injuring five
people.Authorities urged residents to
stay away from the site of the
manhunt, as search teams scoured a
rugged, rocky area near the interstate
some 8 miles (12.9 km) from the city
of London in southeastern Kentucky
where they believe the gunman was
contained.Officials named Joseph
Couch, 32, as a suspect after discovering
a car registered to him parked on a service
road near the shooting site. A rifle case
was recovered from the vehicle, and an
AR rifle was found near the car on
Sunday afternoon, the Laurel County
Sheriff's office said.Laurel County public
schools cancelled Monday classes out of

Difficult terrain has complicated the

Kentucky highway shooter still on the run, cops continue manhunt

_#4 "That's probably one of the most remote

an abundance of caution on Sunday
evening, and the mayor of London,

Kentucky, Randall Weddle, urged
residents to steer clear of the shooting
scene."Stay home. Let the first
responders do their jobs," Weddle told a
news conference on Sunday evening.

manhunt, which includes a helicopter and
a drone with infrared technology and
involves federal, state and local agencies.

The incident began around 5:30 p.m. (2130

from a hillside overlooking the highway,
Acciardo said, describing a chaotic scene
with bullet-riddled cars pulled onto the
shoulder.Five people were in stable
condition despite some serious injuries,
including one victim who was shot in the
face and another in the arm.Nine vehicles
in all were struck by bullets, according to
the sheriff's office. The attack shut down
the highway for several hours.

exits on I-75," Deputy Gilbert Acciardo
ofthe Laurel County Sheriff's Office told
reporters. "It's a big task. We want to get
him before it gets dark
again."Investigators have not
determined a motive for the shooting,
Acciardo said.

GMT) on Saturday, when officers
responded to reports of gunshots at
vehicles on the highway. The shots came

to hold referendum in bid to
break political deadlock

World.French far-right leader Marine Le Pen on
Sunday urged President Emmanuel Macron to
hold a referendum on key issues such as
immigration, suggesting that giving the French a
direct vote might help break the political deadlock.

Last week Macron appointed the centre-right Michel
Barnier, a 73-year-old former foreign minister who
acted as the European Union's Brexit negotiator, as
prime minister, seeking to move forward after
June-July snap elections that resulted in a hung
parliament.But analysts say the country is set for a
period of instability, with Barnier's hold on power
seen as fragile and dependent on support from Le
Pen's eurosceptic, anti-immigration National Rally
(RN) party, which is the largest party in the new
National Assembly.A left-wing coalition, which
emerged as France's largest political bloc after the
elections, although short of an overall majority, is
also piling pressure on Barnier.

ore than 100,000 left-wing demonstrators rallied
across France on Saturday to protest against his
nomination and denounce Macron's "power grab".

Le Pen, who leads RN lawmakers in parliament, has
said her party would not be part of the new cabinet.

'POWER TO DECIDE DIRECTLY"

On Sunday, she urged Macron to conduct a
referendum on key issues such as immigration,
health care and security to give the people a direct
vote.The RN "will unreservedly support any
approach aimed at giving people the power to
decide directly", Le Pen said, speaking in the
northern town of Henin-Beaumont, the far-right's
traditional stronghold.

"Emmanuel Macron himself, in the chaos he has
created, has levers to keep our democracy live,"
she added.To prevent the RN from having an
absolute majority and forming a government,
around 200 candidates stood down ahead of the
final round of the snap legislative polls in July,
sparking the far-right's outrage.

Le Pen also indicated she would watch Barnier's
every move."If, in the coming weeks, the French
are once again forgotten or mistreated, we will not
hesitate to censure the government," she added.

Ukraine attacks oil storage depot in Russian border region

Ukraine has launched an attack on
an oil storage depot in a Russian
horder region, leading to a
significant fire. Russian authorities
are monitoring the tense situation
closely as emergency services
work to control the blaze.

Belgorod. The governor of Russia's southern
Belgorod region said on Sunday Ukrainian
forces attacked a fuel depot, triggering a
series of fires after Moscow and Kyiv
accused each other of launching overnight
attacks on border regions."The Ukrainian
military, aided by lethal drones, attacked a

Sunday on Telegram. Several homes and
cars were damaged.In Belgorod region,
three civilians, including two children, were
injured. Gladkov said two residential
buildings were destroyed and more than 15
buildings in total were damaged.

The Russian defence ministry said it had
destroyed one drone over Belgorod region
and another over Kursk region, where
Ukrainian forces launched a cross-border
incursion last month. It said two drones were
intercepted over Belgorod overnight.

Reuters could not independently verify the
reports.Border regions on both sides have
been subject to frequent attacks. Both
Moscow and Kyiv deny targeting civilians,
saying the attacks are aimed at destroying
each other's infrastructure critical to war
efforts.

Thousands of civilians have died in the war,
which Russia started with a full-scale

extradite deposed PM
Hasina from India

blaze."Gladkov also reported drone attacks
on three other localities. There were no
casualties reported in the incidents.

injured in Sumy region. Gladkov reported
three civilians were injured in Belgorod.
Two children were among those injured in

fuel storage site in Volokonovsky district,"
Vyacheslav Gladkov wrote on Telegram,
referring to an area near the border.Several

invasion on Ukraine in February 2022.
Millions of Ukrainians have also been

Ukrainian displaced, while their cities and villages

DHAKA. Bangladesh will take necessary steps
to extradite deposed prime minister Sheikh
Hasina from India to try her on charges of
mass killings during the student-led mass
movement against her government, the
newly-appointed chief prosecutor of the
country's International Crimes Tribunal said
on Sunday.Following unprecedented anti-
government protests that peaked on August 5,
Hasina resigned as prime minister and fled to
India.

Necessary steps will be taken to bring former
prime minister Hasina back under the
extradition treaty with India to try her on
charges of mass killings during the student-
led protests in July and August, International
Crimes Tribunal Chief Prosecutor Md Tajul
Islam was quoted as saying by The Daily Star
newspaper.We will file an application with
the International Crimes Tribunal, when it
resumes functions, to issue arrest warrants
against all the absconding accused including
Sheikh Hasina in connection with the cases
filed for mass killing and crimes against
humanity," he said at a press briefing on the
ICT premises in Dhaka.

reservoirs caught fire in an explosion.
Firefighting crews are putting out the

In the overnight air attacks,

officials said two people died and four were

Sumy, the military administration of the
northeastern Ukrainian region said on

have become piles of rubble

Protests held in 25 coun’rries over Kolkata rape-murder

«he protests started in large
and small groups across
Jupan, Australia, Taiwan and
Singapore, before spreading
to cities in several European
countries. At least 60 were
planned in the US alone.

Washington Thousands of members of the
Indian community were protesting in more
than 130 cities across 25 countries on

Sunday, organisers said, to demand
justice after last month's rape and
murder of a trainee doctor at a -
hospital in the city of Kolkata.The
protests started in large and small
groups across Japan, Australia,
Taiwan and Singapore, before *.
spreading to cities in several ¢
European countries. Sixty were
planned in the US.

They added to ongoing protests around
India after the August 9 killing of the |
31-year-old postgraduate student of @
chest medicine.A suspect has been
arrested along with the former
principal of RG Kar Medical College
where the victim was studying.At
one of the protests in the Swedish
capital Stockholm, scores of mainly black-
clad women gathered in Sergels Torg square

to sing songs in Bengali and hold signs,
demanding accountability for the crime and
safety for Indian women.

"The news of this heinous crime
committed on a young trainee doctor
while on duty numbed and shocked
each of us at the sheer ruthlessness,
brutality and disregard of human
life," said Dipti Jain, an organiser of
the global protests.Ms Jain, now a
British citizen and alumni of the
Calcutta National Medical College
and Hospital, had last month
organised a female doctors protest in
the UK.The Supreme Court has listed
the next hearing of the trainee's case
for Monday.lthough tougher laws
were introduced after the 2012
gruesome gang rape and murder of a
23-year-old student on a moving bus
in New Delhi, activists say the

Kolkata case shows how women continue to

suffer from sexual violence.
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Babar Azam greeted with loud
cheers from fans before
Champions Cup in Pakistan

New Delhi. Babar Azam was greeted with
loud cheers from fans as the Pakistan
limited-overs captain gets set to take part
in the upcoming Champions Cup to be
held at the Igbal Stadium in Faisalabad. A
video went viral where fans erupted in joy
after getting a glimpse of Babar, who
would play for the Stallions. Once Babar
waved at them, fans started chanting
‘Babar Babar’, showing their admiration
for the right-handed batter.Babar is a part
of the team, which will be captained by
Mohammad Haris, who is also the captain
of the Pakistan Shaheens. Babar and the
Stallions are set to begin their campaign
on Friday, September 13 against the
Lions, who have Shaheen Shah Afridi as
their skipper. Given the cheers for Babar,
fans in Pakistan are eagerly waiting for
him to take the field in the Champions
Cup.

Babar Azam going through a rough patch

Babar Azam has had his troubles over the

last one and half years. He was heavily
criticised after Pakistan failed to make
their way through to the second round of
the T20 World Cup in the West Indies and
United States.

His batting, especially in the powerplay,
also came under scrutiny.Babar did not
have a great time in the Test series against
Pakistan. In two matches, he scored only
64 runs at an average of 16 and a strike-
rate 0of43.53 with a top score of 31 to show
for his efforts. In fact, Babar has not
scored a single half-century in Test cricket
since January 2023.Babar stepped down
as Pakistan’s skipper after the ODI World
Cup 2023 where the Men in Green failed
to advance to the series. He was re-
appointed as the captain for the T20 World
Cup after Shaheen Shah Afridi faltered on
the tour of New Zealand. But the move to
bring Babar back hasn’t worked out in
Pakistan’s favour.

Bangladesh aim to use
confidence of Pakistan win
in India Tests; Shoriful Islam

New Delhi. Fast bowler Shoriful Islam said
that Bangladesh will try and build on the
confidence of their famous series win against
Pakistan in the upcoming two-match Test
series against India. Earlier, the Tigers beat
Shan Masood’s Pakistan 2-0 and became the
second team to cleansweep Pakistan in a Test
series in the latter’s backyard.Shoriful also
said that success against India would help
Bangladesh gain more popularity in the
world. The speedster, however, admitted that
the series is going to be challenging as Indian
cricketers have more experience compared
to Pakistan’s cricketers in the red-ball
format.“Compared to Pakistan, India are
more experienced in Test cricket. India are a
big team and I feel that if we do well against
them, we will be followed worldwide and
everyone will look at us. If we can do well in

India, it will make us happy. We are working
hard, and we hope for the results to go our
way,” Shoriful told Bangladesh Cricket.

Shoriful also said that the Tigers will try and
carry on from where they left off in
Rawalpindi where they won by six wickets to
claim the series. “We try and start with a win
because we had a decent series against
Pakistan. Everyone is confident, and we will
try our best and make use of the confidence,”
Shoriful added.Shoriful played the opening
Test and picked up three wickets, one of
which was of Babar Azam. However, he
ended up missing the second Test due to a
groin injury. Along with Taskin Ahmed,
Nahid Rana and Hasan Mahmud, Shoriful
will be a part of the Tigers’ pace attack on
Indian soil.

Bangladesh’s tour of India starts on Thursday,
September 19 with the opening Test at the
MA Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai.
Green Park in Kanpur will host the second
Test followed by the three T20Is on October
6,9and 12.

New Delhi.

ENG vs SL: Josh Hull's "slingy' action
reminds Stuart Broad of Mitchell Johnson

Former England fast bowler Stuart
Broad has said that Josh Hull's action
reminds him of Mitchell Johnson. Hull
made his debut in the ongoing third Test

aqainst Sri Lanka at the Oval.

New Delhi. Former England fast bowler Stuart

Broad has said that Josh Hulll’s action
reminds him of former Australia speedster
Mitchell Johnson. Notably, Hull made his
debut in the ongoing third Test against Sri
Lanka being played at the Kennington Oval
in London replacing Matthew Potts.
Standing at 6ft 7 inches, Hull is the tallest
England fast bowler ever.He registered
impressive figures of 3/53 in his maiden
outing in England jersey helping his team
bundle out Sri Lanka for 263. Commenting
on the pacer’s first impression at the
international level, Broad said that his slingy
action reminds him of Mitchell Johnson and
mentioned how a change in bowling action
could help him extract more bounce."He
reminds me slightly of Mitchell Johnson
with that slingy action so he could get that
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bowling arm closer to the ear and deliver
from higher. But you have to be able to do
that and not lose the swing as that is a great
threat of his. The slingy action might notbe a
negative. It might not allow you to get the
bounce you would like but you can get the
ball to skid on," the 38-year-old said, as per
quoted by Sky Sports.Further speaking,

Broad praised the young seamer’s technique
and said that he will improve on his speed as
well with time."I have been really
impressed. He has been picked on attributes.
His height, his bounce, getting the ball to
swing back into the right-handed batter. An
average of 83mph is fine in Test match
cricket but he will get quicker the older he

'Khaa Maa Kasam': Rishabh Pant's hilarious
banter with Kuldeep in Duleep Trophy

«India wicketkeeper batter Rishabh

Pant was involved in a hilarious
banter with Kuldeep Yadav on Day 4

of the Duleep Trophy clash between
India A and India B.

India wicketkeeper batter
Rishabh Pant was seen being involved in a
hilarious banter with Kuldeep Yadav during
the Duleep Trophy match between India B
and India A at the M.Chinnaswamy Stadium,
Bengaluru. On Day 4 of the Match, India A
were chasing a target of 375 runs but were
left reeling at 99/6 when Kuldeep Yadav
joined a well-set KL Rahul at the crease.

With his team in desperate need of runs, the

southpaw played some shots to get closer to
the target. However, Kuldeep had his India
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teammate Rishabh Pant behind the stumps,
who tried his best to make life difficult for
him at the crease by getting him involved in
hilarious banters.On the last of the 41st over
of India A’s innings bowled by Sai Kishore,
Pant asked the fielders to come up and stop
Kuldeep from running a single on the last
ball to farm the strike. However, the
tailender instantly denied that he won’t take
a single. Unsure of Kuldeep’s integrity, Pant
hilariously asked him to swear it on his
mother’s name saying, ‘Khaa Maa Kasam!.’
The comment even drew a smile from

Kuldeep as he took his guard to face the
nextball.
India B won by 76 runs
Kuldeep was eventually dismissed for 14
by Washington Sundar as India A were
eventually bundled out for 198. KL
Rahul was the top scorer for his team
| with his knock of 57 (121) but it didn’t
prove to be enough to take his team over
the line. Apart from him, Akash Deep
also played a valiant knock down the
order scoring 43 (42) before he was
unfortunately run out by Musheer
Khan.Yash Dayal was the pick of the
bowlers for India B with figures of 3/50in 12
overs. Apart from his batting heroics, Akash
Deep was phenomenal with the ball as well
scalping nine wickets across two innings.
Meanwhile, Musheer Khan was adjudged
Player of the Match for his scintillating
innings of 181 in the first innings as he
helped rescue India B from 94/7 to propel
theirscore to 321.

Inspired by Sheetal Devi, 13-year-old fan
hegins ’rrulnmg in her village

A viral video shows a 13-year-old girl

from Sheetal Devi's village training in

archery under the same coach, despite

having no legs and arms. Her

determination reflects the inspiring

journey of India's Paralympic bronze

medalist.

New Delhi. A heartwarming video has gone

viral on social media, capturing the
inspiring journey of a 13-year-old girl from
Loidhar village in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Kishtwar region. The young girl, who hails
from the same village as India’s
Paralympics 2024 star archer Sheetal Devi,
is seen training in archery under the
guidance of coach Kuldeep Vedwan. What

makes this story remarkable is that, like
Sheetal, the girl has no legs and arms.The
video showcases coach Vedwan helping the
determined teenager put on a specially
designed prosthetic bow, specifically
crafted for para-archery. This unique bow is
similar to the one Sheetal Devi has used in
her competitive games, most recently at the
Paris Paralympics. The girl’s dedication and
determination to pursue archery, despite her

physical challenges, has touched
the hearts of many, drawing
comparisons to her idol, Sheetal
Devi.

Watch the video here:

Sheetal’s Paralympics campaign
began on a high note with a
strong performance in the
women’s compound event,
where she finished second in the
qualification round with a score
of 703, breaking the world
record. Although she narrowly
missed out on gold, losing by just

one point to Chile’s Mariana Zuniga, she

demonstrated incredible resilience.

Sheetal then went on to win a bronze medal in

the mixed team compound event alongside
her partner, Rakesh Kumar. The duo
triumphed over Italy’s Matteo Bonacina and
Eleonora, securing a 156-155 victory at the
historic Invalides venue, further solidifying
Sheetal’s legacy in para-archery.

T

gets. I think his run-up will evolve over
time. I don't think it will stay as long as it is
at the moment. The big thing for me is that
his feet and hips are facing the target - he is
aligned really nicely to make the batters
play," Broad added.
Josh Hull's career so far
He played a crucial role in Leicestershire's
triumph in the 2023 One-Day Cup picking
17 wickets from nine matches at an average
of 24.23. Earlier this month, he also made
an impressive debut for the England Lions
against the touring Sri Lankans, picking
five wickets for 74 runs in a seven-wicket
victory. In his brief first-class career, Hull
has featured in 10 matches, taking 16
wickets with best figures of 5/74.
Meanwhile, the Sri Lankan bowlers brought
the third Test match alive on Day 3 with
their phenomenal performance by bowling
out England for 156. Lahiru Kumara
starred with the ball, registering figures of
4/21 in seven overs. Chasing a target of 219
in the fourth innings, Sri Lanka are
comfortably placed at 94/1 in 15 overs with
Pathum Nissanka (53* off 44) and Kusal
Mendis (30* off 25) at the crease. The
visitors will be eyeing their first win in Sri
Lanka since 2014 on Day 4.

Emotional Jannik Sinner

dedicates US Open
triumph to ailing aunt

New York. Jannik Sinner got emotional as he

dedicated his US Open title to his ailing aunt
during the presentation ceremony. Sinner,
who defeated an in-form Taylor Fritz 6-3, 6-4,
7-5 in the final at Arthur Ashe Stadium, spoke
candidly about the struggles his aunt has been
facing with her health. The victory made
Sinner only the second Italian to win the title
at Flushing Meadows, following Flavia
Pennetta's triumph in the 2015 women’s final
against Roberta Vinci.The match, which
lasted two hours and 16 minutes, saw Sinner
dominate Fritz, who was playing in his
maiden Grand Slam final. Fritz entered the
final after impressive victories over top
players, including 2022 US Open finalist
Casper Ruud and World No.4 Alexander
Zverev. However, against the top-ranked
Sinner, Fritz struggled to find his thythm and
was outplayed for most of the match.“I also

realize off court there is a life.. I would like to
dedicate this title to my aunt. She is really not
feeling well health wise. I don’t know how
much longer I’'ll have her in my life. It’s so
nice that I can share positive moments with
her still. She is a very important person for my
life. If that would be my one biggest wish, I
wish the best health for everyone.
Unfortunately it’s not possible.”During the
post-match ceremony, Sinner, visibly
emotional, opened up about his aunt’s health
struggles. He shared how much this victory
meant to him personally, as he plans to bring
joy to his aunt in what may be her final
moments. Sinner's heartfelt dedication
touched many, adding a poignant layer to his
historic win.Sinner's journey to the title was
marked by resilience and determination,
qualities that have defined his rise in the tennis
world. By winning the US Open, Sinner not
only cemented his place among the sport's
elite but also brought a personal and
emotional victory home to his family in Italy.

US Open 2024: American dream crashes

after Taylor Fritz, Jessica

«US Open 2024: Taylor Fritz

and Jessica Pequla could not
survive the heat in the final
after losing to Jannik Sinner
and Aryna Sabalenka at the
Arthur Ashe Stadium.

New Delhi. Back in 2002, New York had

loads to cheer for. They had a double
delight confirmed even before the finals
began at Flushing Meadows. Pete
Sampras, Andre Agassi, Serena Williams
and Venus Williams made it through to the
top four at the US Open back then. Sampras
won the title after taking down Agassi,
while Serena won the battle of the
Williams’ sisters.Serena went on to claim
the singles title six times in her illustrious
career. In fact, it was at the US Open in

-

2022 where she made her last appearance
in a major. In 2003, Andy Roddick
triumphed over Juan Carlos Ferrero in a
one-sided final. But since then, barring
Serena, none of the Americans could show

enough consistency in Grand Slams,
although many promised.

Back in 2017, Sloane Stephens won the

women’s singles crown, but went down the
pecking order from there on. Coco Gauff

Pegula lose

bagged the title last year as a teenager after
taking down Aryna Sabalenka, who had
taken the No.l crown from Iga Swiatek.
This time around, she could not progress
beyond the pre-quarters after losing to
Emma Navarro.2024, however, brought
back memories of 2002. Four of the eight
semi-finalists were Americans.
Expectations were high from Frances
Tiafoe, who had beaten Rafael Nadal here
in 2022. Jessica Pegula had stunned World
No.1 Swiatek and scripted a come-from-
behind win over Karolina Muchova in the
semis.

Taylor Fritz was brimming with confidence

after beating Casper Ruud and Alexander
Zverev. So did Navarro, who had stunned
Gauff. After 2002, the US Open witnessed
the first instance when an American man
and woman played in the final. In the
finals, the onus was on Pegula and Fritz to
replicate the scenes from 2002 when
Sampras and Serena won.
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lamannaah

Bhatia

Reveals Key Lessons From Her
Two Major Heartbreaks: ‘The

Second Person Wasn't...

! I \amannaah Bhatia is not just an accomplished actor, but also

someone who isn’t afraid to wear her heart on her sleeve.

Known for her candor and clarity about her personal
experiences and relationships, she recently opened up on Raj
Shamani’s ‘Finding Out’ podcast, shedding light on everything
from her career highs to her views on love, relationships, and
personal growth.In the conversation, Tamannaah dove deep
into some of the biggest red flags she has encountered in
relationships. “One shouldn’t try so hard to change your
partner and turn them into what you think is their perfect
version, which is actually what you want them to be. It’s a
form of control,” she explained. “It’s a red flag. Similarly,
lying is a big red flag. I can’t be with people who lie, especially
the ones who lie for even the smallest of things. They are
pathological liars, and it makes you always wonder if what they
say is ever the truth.”
Tamannaah’s perspective on relationships extends beyond just
spotting red flags, though. When asked about what men could do to
foster a healthy relationship, her response was simple yet profound:
“Listen. Just listen to your woman. Most of the time, they aren’t talking to
you in anticipation of a solution. In fact, it isn’t even important to solve the
problem. Just be there, and give empathy. Make sure she realises that you
hear her issues, her aspirations, and she matters to you.”The conversation
took a deeper turn when she touched on personal evolution and how it
impacts relationships. “A person can only understand as much as they’ve
evolved. So, there is no point raising an issue or arguing it out,” she said,
highlighting the futility of certain arguments. Her insight into the
importance of emotional maturity was as striking as her honesty.
Tamannaah also reflected on the concept of love languages, revealing that
for her, words of affirmation and spending quality time with a partner are
key. Interestingly, she shared that in the past, she found excessive gift-giving
uncomfortable. “Yes, all five are needed in some form or the other. Just that,
some need one form more than the other. In fact, earlier, l used to get offended
when gifted excessively, because it felt like they were trying to show that they
can do something. It’s like they were putting a price tag on the relationship,”
she admitted.Speaking candidly about her past heartbreaks, Tamannaah
described how these experiences helped her grow. “Earlier, I was just a very
giving partner without even considering if they were in a position to receive it.
It was definitely toxic positivity. It is the give-and-take exchange that makes a
relationship.”Despite these experiences, she emphasized that she remains a
giving partner, but now with a deeper understanding of balance. I am honest
and true in a relationship. I am very expressive and caring. 1 am very
instinctive about my partner, and [ am good at understanding what is not being
said.

-
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Deepika Padukone

Deepika Padukone and Ranveer Singh have joyfully welcomed their first child, a baby girl. The thrilled

Bobby Deol Gets Emotional About Wife
Tania, Calls Her His 'Backbone'; Says
He’s The "Youngest' She Cares For

Bobby Deol, known for his rugged on-screen
persona, recently shared a glimpse of a much softer
side during an intimate interview with ‘Humans of
Bombay’. While fans are used to seeing him
portray strong, unshakeable characters, it turns out
that in real life, Bobby has a deep vulnerability
when it comes to matters of the heart. His recent
revelations about his wife, Tania Ahuja, and their
journey together have shown that even a tough guy
can be completely and utterly in love.“She’s the
best thing that happened to me.” Bobby revealed,
clearly emotional, while reflecting on his
relationship with Tania. He shared how
challenging the journey through fame can be,
admitting that, in his shoes, many might not have
stood by him like she did. “I honestly feel what I
have been through in my journey, if it’d be
someone else they would have left me by now,” he
confessed, showing just how much he cherishes
the bond they’ve built over the years.

But beyond the struggles of fame, Bobby painted a
picture of an incredibly supportive and balanced
relationship. “She always believed in me. She is
just amazing. She takes care of (all three). | always
tell her you have three boys and 1 behave like the
youngest,” he said, humorously referring to his two
sons, Aryaman and Dharam, and cheekily adding
himself to the list as “the youngest.” His playful
remark speaks volumes about the camaraderie and
affection that fills their household.Married in
1996, Bobby and Tania have kept their family life
fairly private, choosing to live away from the
limelight despite Bobby’s public persona. Yet,
behind closed doors, their relationship continues to
flourish. From the moment Bobby first spotted
Tania at a café, he knew she was the one, and as he
shared, “Things could have gone wrong and no
relationship is perfect. Every relationship believes
in love and trust.” Their bond is built on friendship
and companionship, something that Bobby
believes is at the core of any lasting relationship.

When Rajesh Khanna Asked
Moushumi Chatterjee If She's
Pregnant With Vinod Mehra's
Child | What She Replied

Veteran actress Moushumi Chatterjee. known for

® ® her roles in Roti Kapda Aur Makaan and Anuraag,
once spoke about a jaw-dropping comment from
n anveer lng nnounce rrlv the late Rajesh Khanna. According to her, Rajesh

Khanna once brazenly asked her if the father of

&: @ ® & i ] ' her child was her husband Jayanta Mukherjee or
o hEIr lrst hlld' welcome Bab lrl the dashing Vinod Mehra. Moushumi revealed
o that she didn’t let this slide and hit back with a

remark that left Rajesh Khanna utterly stunned. In

P couple took to social media to announce the happy news, sharing their immense gratitude and excitement a candid interview with Lehren Retro, Moushumi
for this new chapter in their lives. Deepika and Ranveer, who have openly expressed their eagerness for recalled how Rajesh hqd au_dacmusfy asked her
parenthood, are overjoyed with the arrival of their daughter. whether she was expecting Vinod Mehra’s baby. It

heartwarming post to send
across their good wishes to the
parents. Arjun Kapoor wrote,
‘Laxmi aayi hai!!!! The queen is
ere!!!!” Alia Bhatt dropped a
bunch of teary eyed and red heart
emojis. Shraddha Kapoor,
Parineeti Chopra, Kriti Sanon
and others, too, wished the new
parents.Before the big moment,
Deepika Padukone and Ranveer
Singh were seen arriving at a
Mumbai hospital in their luxury
car, with paparazzi quickly on
their trail. Fans had been eagerly
anticipating the announcement
oftheirbaby’sarrival.

The couple has yet to choose a
name for their baby girl. Last
week, they also visited Shri
Siddhivinayak Temple in
Mumbai to seek blessings before

the birth, preparing for this major life change. As news of their baby spreads, friends, family, and fans have
been sending their heartfelt congratulations. The Bollywood power couple’s excitement is evident, and : e
their fans are thrilled for them as they embark on this new journey as parents.New mother Deepika Payal. Sadly, Payal was diagnosed with diabetes
Padukone will be taking a maternity break and will be next seen in Rohit Shetty’s next, Singham Again. atayoungage and passed away in 2019 at45.

Deepika Padukone’s baby girl was born on Sunday morning. The proud parents took to social media with a was when she was pregnant while shooting with
heartwarming post that simply read, “Welcome baby girl.” Below the message were the names of Deepika Rajesh Khanna for a film.To this Moushumi said,
and Ranveer, signaling the arrival of their little bundle of joy.Celebs took to the comments section of the “Yes, it was Rajesh Khanna. He played dirty many

times. Today, he is no more. I had even gone to see
him during his last stages and he was praising me.
He told my daughter, “Ma must be mad but we
were all scared of her. She doesn’t believe in any
nonsense."

She went on to add how Vinod Mehra was actually

the best man at her wedding with Jayant

' Mukherjee (Babu). “Babu ke saath woh padhte

ﬂ Sretin the St Xavier’s mein. We lived in the same
7= "/ // building. I was involved with everyone. I never
2722 Py lacked anything in my married life that I'd look

out for something. ”

Talking about Rajesh Khanna’s comment on her
pregnancy, Moushumi said, “Yes, I gave him
back. I asked him, ‘Is it Rishi Kapoor’s child or
yours?” Moushumi was referring to Rajesh and
Dimple’s children and mentioned that her
comment left him utterly speechless.Rajesh
Khanna was married to Dimple Kapadia, and they
had two daughters, Twinkle and Rinke Khanna.
Moushumi married Jayanta Mukherjee when she
was 15, and they had two daughters, Megha and

DEEPIKA & RANVEER
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