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Manipur crisis holds lessons
on internal security

THE use of rockets and drones carrying bombs by
Kuki insurgents to attack Meiteis in Manipur
marks a dangerous escalation in the unrest in the
state. It will give ideas not only to the Meiteis and
other militant outfits in the Northeast but also to
J&K militants and insurgents, Naxals and many
other forces within and outside that are inimical
to India.These drones have been mostly used by
highly organised militant groups like the Hamas
and Hezbollah against Israel and by countries
like Israel, Russia and Ukraine in wars and
conflicts. But these may now also serve as yet
another lethal weapon in the hands of criminals.

The Manipur Government, the security forces and
the Centre have all been caught unawares by the
fresh wave of violence. Either the intelligence
agencies failed to anticipate the escalation or the
response was missing, which is unfortunate. The
Central Government has the wherewithal to
counter this threat. The Army, the Assam Rifles
and the Indian Air Force must quickly get their
act together and rein in this new menace.
Hopefully, they will do so soon. But training and
equipping the Manipur Police will be a
challenge, as it is a different ball game altogether.
The police there have to be reorganised,
considering their unenviable track record.
Intelligence agencies, both internal and external,
also have to step up their work considerably.

Kuki militants have been able to carry out the
recent attacks because of the huge support from
drug lords, who are mainly responsible for the
turmoil that has roiled Manipur since last year.
The surge in the cultivation of poppy in
Churachandpur and adjoining areas, primarily
done by Kukis, is because of the arrival of their
kin from Myanmar amid mounting pressure by
the military there. Manipur lies at the tip of the
Golden Triangle, and the route of this business
for India and other countries runs through it. So,
the drug lords want to have complete control over
Manipur. They have no dearth of money to
finance the Kukis’ activities. The order by the
Manipur High Court last year, asking the state
government to consider Scheduled Tribe status
for Meiteis and make a recommendation to the
Centre, was deliberately misrepresented to spark
a Kuki-Meitei conflict.Kukis now want not only
a separate state but a separate country, Kukiland,
comprising the entire Northeast and some areas
of Bangladesh. Nagas, on the other hand, want
Greater Nagaland, including parts of Manipur,
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Myanmar, as a
distinct country. And so does Assam’s ULFA
(United Liberation Front of Asom).China,
Bangladesh and Pakistan are aggravating this
conflict to serve their own interests. Beijing has
been claiming Arunachal Pradesh as a part of
China. Notably, in 1962, China had invaded India
from two sides — the Northeast Frontier Agency
(which is now Arunachal Pradesh and parts of
Assam) and around the Ladakh region. When
Pakistan was being formed, some Muslim
leaders wanted the Northeast to be a part of East
Pakistan. They had said that Assam was a natural
extension of the new country. That thought still
lingers somewhere in Bangladesh. The Northeast
is undoubtedly the soft underbelly of India. Many
powerful nations would be interested in
weakening India. The neglect of the Northeast,
especially Manipur, over the years by the Central
Government is evident. The failure to control the
conflict that broke out last year has emboldened
hostile forces. These elements have now come
together to destabilise the Northeast and, hence,
the whole of India.The deteriorating situation in
Manipur — which has alarmed not only the state
residents but people across the country — is a
cause for concern. Other countries must be
following the developments in India and waiting
to see how it responds. An emerging power like
India cannot allow the situation to further go out
ofhand.

EA.

MANIPUR has become a rather bad
advertisement for a double-engine
government. The left hand doesn’t seem to
know what the right one is doing. Amid a fresh
surge in violence, Chief Minister N Biren
Singh has appealed to the Centre to take steps
to protect the state’s territorial integrity. At the
same time, he has demanded that the charge of
the Unified Command — including the
Central Armed Police Forces — be handed
over to the state government. He is asking too
much of the Centre, considering that his own
handling of the situation since the Meitei-Kuki
clashes broke out in May last year has left a lot
to be desired. Despite his underwhelming
performance, the ruling BJP has persisted with
Biren. Even the outcome of the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections — the Congress won both

seats in Manipur, defeating the sgffron party and the Naga  Both the Central and state governments have let things drift
People’s Front — has not triggered a much-needed

India needs a two-track policy to handle China

-
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TEN years ago, the rise of China suddenly hit the world.

The US, which had viewed the East Asian country as a
partner, realised that it was dealing with a putative rival.
As its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) swamped the
world, reports of China’s burgeoning influence and
power became a global narrative. In 2020, symbolising
the stupendous growth of Chinese military power, the
PLA (People’s Liberation Army) Navy surpassed the US
Navy in terms of numbers of ships. China’s military
became more assertive in the arc from Taiwan, the South
China Sea to Doklam and Ladakh.

Today, however, China is facing internal and external

challenges impacting its rise. Its fabled economic
growth has faltered and youth unemployment has
become a major threat to social stability. At the global
level, Beijing is facing a pushback against its export-
oriented growth strategy. On the security front, other
countries have ganged up on China. The revival of the
Quad in 2017 was the first sign of the new geopolitics of
the region; it was followed by the revival of the US-
Philippines alliance and the slow-motion growth of
India-US security ties. Whether China is flourishing or is
down and out, it still remains a major threat to the world
as long as it is ruled by the Communist Party. The party is
ideologically driven and believes that China is destined
to become a global power, and it is the West that is
declining.Given China’s military and industrial strength,
there has never been a question of coercing or inducing it

Challenges galore for
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to follow any specified course. The main challenge is to
manage Beijing’s rise, just as today we must deal with its
downturn that could leave it stagnating in what is called
the middle-income trap.The shift in the American and
European view of China from being a partner to a
systemic rival has led to shifts in their strategy. From the
somewhat chaotic Trump administration’s handling of
China, the Biden administration has adopted a more
systematic approach. The progressive ban on
semiconductors’ export to China, since 2022, was aimed
at not just military applications, but also to restrain
China’s development as an economic power.

The Biden administration’s China management strategy

included vital plans for the revival of American
manufacturing. The US passed the CHIPS and Science
Act to provide $52-billion subsidy for chip
manufacturers to build plants in America and another
$200 billion to revitalise US science institutions.

Biden also devoted significant time to promoting the Quad

and the Australia-UK-US (AUKUS) alliance, besides
creating the Indo-Pacific Economic Forum to support
the economic component of a military, political and
diplomatic framework of the US-led policy of
containing China.

India, however, has a unique place when it comes to

managing China. In terms of their GDP, both countries
were once approximately equal and keen to maintain an
even keel in their political relationship. This was

Manipur in a mess

Central, state govis have fared poorly
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for far too long in the troubled northeastern state. Prime

‘secular’ civil code

India needs to move on to a positive track to manage China. It should also take advantage of China’s growing disconnect with the West.

manifested in a series of agreements in 1993, 1996 and
2005 to not just establish peace and tranquillity, but
actually resolve their most vexed problem — their
disputed border.But as China moved up in global
rankings, especially after the global financial crisis of
2008, the dynamics of its relationship with India
changed. Beijing became more assertive on the
international border and in the South Asian region;
within a decade, it began to mark its presence in the
Indian Ocean Region as well. The 2020 eastern Ladakh
crisis was a culmination of that process.

India’s only option to manage this situation has been to use
negative incentives — restrict Chinese investments in
India, block the increasingly popular Chinese apps in the
country and downgrade aviation links. Simultaneously,
it took decisions to signal to the US that it would be part
of its larger Indo-Pacific coalition to check Chinese
assertiveness.Yet, India has not been able to take
advantage of the growing disconnect between the West
and China that had resulted in its so-called ‘China Plus
One Strategy’. Neither has it been able to break its
dependence on China for a range of industrial products
and active pharmaceutical ingredients.

So far, the Indian policy to deal with China remains
negative — a refusal to normalise ties till the Chinese
agree to a status quo ante as of March 2020 in eastern
Ladakh. This has been the nostrum that has been retailed
by External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar during his
several meetings with his counterpart Wang Yi.

What India now needs to do is move on to a positive track
to manage China. This has to be a two-track policy of
self-strengthening. Last month, in a signal of sorts, the
Ministry of Finance sprang a surprise when, in the
annual Economic Survey, it called for increased FDI
(foreign direct investment) flows from China to upscale
India’s participation in the global supply chain and
exports. It added, “It is more effective to have Chinese
companies invest in India and then export the products to
these markets rather than importing from China, adding
minimal value.India also needs to build strategic
deterrence to ensure that Beijing does not repeat the
2020 LAC misadventure. This is essentially a military
project to build effective military capacity along the land
border with China as well as in the Indian Ocean Region.
One area that needs greater attention now is nuclear
deterrence, as China is rapidly enhancing its nuclear
capability.

There is little doubt that this management exercise
requires New Delhi to cooperate with like-minded
partners in other parts of the world, not just the
developed world, but the Global South as well. These are
all a medium for long-term objectives, but it would be
best to begin now.

Minister Narendra Modi, who has been
visiting one country after another, has not set
foot in Manipur after February 22, 2022. That
election-related trip took place just a couple of
days before the Russia-Ukraine war began,
and the PM has toured both nations in recent
months. Defending the indefensible, Biren has
stated that the PM did send Home Minister
Amit Shah to the state and also spoke about
Manipur in Parliament as well as in his 2023
Independence Day speech. But all that has
certainly not proved enough to defuse tensions
and reduce hostilities.The use of drones by
militants to carry out bombings has caught the
security forces off guard. They need to
recalibrate their strategy to curb violence and
restore the rule of law. Also, the Centre must be
proactive about bringing the warring sides to
the negotiating table. The PM’s direct intervention is a
must to save Manipur.

Need to dispel suspicion that general Hindu concept of marriage may become basis of pan-India statute

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi continues to be the
tallest political leader in the country, notwithstanding
the results of this year’s Lok Sabha elections. His
comments and statements on key issues merit close
scrutiny. This is more so if he uses new terms. This
was witnessed in his use of the term ‘secular civil
code’ in addition to the constitutional term ‘uniform
civil code’ (UCC) during his Independence Day
speech this year.Modi correctly noted that the
Supreme Court had repeatedly addressed the UCC
issue. Article 44 in the chapter on ‘Directive
Principles of State Policy’ in the Constitution
requires the State “to endeavour to secure for the
citizens a uniform civil code throughout the territory
of India”. It is noteworthy that Article 37, which is
hardly ever referred to by the political class as a
whole or even by the judiciary, is the core of the
chapter. It prescribes that “the provisions contained
in this Part shall not be enforceable by any court but
the principles in it laid down are nevertheless
fundamental in the governance of the country and it
shall be the duty of the State to apply these principles
inmaking laws”.

Since the promulgation of the Constitution, the Articles
contained in Directive Principles have figured
selectively on the agenda of different governments
and political formations in accordance with their
ideologies and policies. Thus, the promulgation of
the UCC has been on the agenda of the Sangh Parivar
but not the provision which insists that the State shall
‘minimise’ inequalities in income. Does Article 37
give any government the right to pick and choose
which Directive Principle to adopt and which to
ignore? This question is relevant for it clearly implies
that the principles contained in all the Articles in the
chapter are “fundamental in the governance of the
country”; in other words, all policies have to conform

to them.Returning to Modi’s comments on the UCC,
he said the court had issued numerous orders
“reflecting the belief of a significant portion of our
population — and rightly so — that the current Civil
Code resembles a Communal Civil Code, one that is
discriminatory”. There are two problems with
Modi’s words. First, the court has only
given suggestions or asked questions. It
has not issued any ‘orders’ because it M
cannot do so. Second, there is no single
civil code at present for there are a
number of religion-based codes as well
as a non-religion one for marriages.
Parliament has intervened extensively in
personal laws of some religious groups
but less so of others. Modi wants this |
issue to be extensively discussed with
“diverse opinions and perspectives to be |
thrown up so that the “vision of the
framers of the Constitution is realised”.
This constitutes a judicious approach as
on an issue such as the UCC, it would be
advisable to attempt to evolve a
consensus among various social
sections, even if the majority will
ultimately prevail.In his comments, i
Modi set out a principle which cannot be
confined to the UCC. He said, “Laws that
divide our nation based on religion and foster
discrimination have no place in modern society”.
This laudable conception of a modern society has
wide implications and applications. Modi has often
asserted that his welfare policies and schemes do not
discriminate among religious groups. This is correct.
If he is now seeking to incorporate this principle into
laws, can he deny it in reservation, even if that
requires constitutional amendments? And what about

the Citizenship Amendment Act, which is based on
religion? Indeed, it assumes that persons pursuing the
faith on which a theocratic state is based cannot suffer
discrimination. What this assumption overlooks is
sectarian discrimination within faiths.After
advancing this basic principle, Modi urged that a

‘communal civil code’ should give way to a ‘secular
civil code’ (SCC). Thus, his advocacy of an SCC
derives from his general position on “laws that divide
our nation based on religion and foster

discrimination”. Modi’s view is a welcome
development, but some questions need to be raised
because it has been the position of a section of
ideologues that Hinduism is inherently secular.
Hence, the suspicion that the general Hindu concept

of marriage may become the basis of an SCC will
have to be decisively removed. This is all the more
necessary because of some ideas relating to marriage
that figure in the Uttarakhand UCC.The Uttarakhand
UCC has adopted the list of prohibited relationships
for marriage from the Special Marriage Act of 1954.
The latter provides that marriage within
these relationships may be allowed if
permitted by the custom prevailing in a
group. And, state governments are
required to notify rules applicable to the
group concerned. While doing so, the
governments have to ensure that such
rules are “certain and not unreasonable or
opposed to public policy”. The
Uttarakhand UCC also waives prohibited
degrees on account of the custom and
usage but adds that these should not be
“against public policy and morality”.The
concepts of decency and morality are
located within Article 19, which relates to
freedom of expression, assembly,
movement and includes freedom to
pursue businesses and professions.
Decency and morality can curtail these
freedoms as part of the doctrine of
reasonable restrictions. The idea of
morality in the context of the custom
relating to prohibited degrees for marriage has been
introduced for the first time. Obviously, there is
common social sanction for a large number of
prohibited degrees, but what of first-cousin
marriages which are customary among adherents of
some religions?How will an SCC treat these? Will it
adopt the morality of the group which permits such
marriages or will it go by the morality of the majority,
which in India does not allow them?
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Equity fund inflows up 3 per
cent to Rs 38K crore in
August

MUMBAI.The heavy demand for small-cap and mid-cap
funds buoyed the open-ended equity mutual fund
inflows by 3.03% to Rs 38,239 crore in August, pushing
the industry-wide assets under management well past
the Rs 66.7 lakh crore mark in the reporting month, up
from Rs 64.96 trillion in the previous month.

During the reporting month, the Nifty 50 rose 1.14%,
while the benchmark Sensex inched up 0.76%.

Despite the tepid show by the equity markets, the inflows
surged boosted by the large-cap funds which netted Rs
2,636.86 crore in August, which is a jump of 293% over
July, coupled with 52% rise in inflows into small-cap
funds at Rs 3,209.33 crore and a 86% surge in net
investments into mid-cap funds at Rs 3,054.68 crore,
according to the latest data released by the industry
lobby Association of Mutual Funds of India (Amfi)
Tuesday.The rally, on the other hand, inflows into large-
cap funds soared a full 293% on the monthly basis,
netting Rs 2,636.86 crore in August.

Amfi said the heavy demand for small-cap and mid-cap
funds ensured that the inflows into open-ended equity
funds remained in the positive zone for the 42nd month
in a row.The investments via systematic investment
plans (SIPs) continued to set fresh highs as monthly
inflows hit Rs 23,547 crore in August against Rs 23,332
crore in the previous month.

Scrapping old cars helps grow
vehicle sales’

NEW DELHI. Road transport and highways minister
Nitin Gadkari on Tuesday said that an increase in
scrapping of old vehicles can help the automobile
industry to grow its sales of new vehicles by 18-20%.

The union minister also asked the auto makers to invest
in setting up scrapping centres across the country.

“Germany has increased their sales by 12% while the
United States has increased their sales by 15% (by
setting up OEM-backed scrapping centre). I believe
domestic auto industry sales in India will rise by 18%
to 20%...India has 3 crore end-of-life vehicles, but the
country does not have enough scrapping centres to
process these vehicles,” said Gadkari at the 64th
annual convention of industry body STAM.

Gadkari informed that ar present India has 63
operational vehicle scrapping centres, with 60 more
under construction and an additional 40 in planning
stage. The Centre had introduced the voluntary
Vehicle Scrappage Policy in the Union Budget 0f2021
to eliminate the inefficient and polluting vehicles on
the road.

Carlyle to write off $40
million of lease arrears, says
Spicelet

NEW DELHI. Carlyle Group’s commercial aviation
investment and servicing unit will write off $40.2
million of Spicelet’s lease arrears and convert $30
million of its arrears into equity, the Gurugram-based
airline said on Tuesday.

Carlyle Aviation will convert $30 million in lease
arrears into Spicelet equity at Rs 100 per share,
significantly increasing its stake in the airline. Carlyle
will also convert $20 million in lease arrears into
compulsorily convertible debentures (CCDs) of
SpiceXpress & Logistics Private Limited.“This
strategic partnership between Spicelet and Carlyle
Aviation will bolster Spicelet’s financial position,
accelerate its growth plans, and enhance its ability to
compete in the Indian aviation market,” said SpiceJet
on Tuesday.

SpiceJet shares closed 2.47% higher at Rs 65.57 apiece
on Tuesday. This is the second time when Carlyle
Aviation will be converting its lease payments into
equity. In August 2023, the firm had converted $28
million in dues into a 5.9% stake in the airline.

InMobi bags $100 million to
fuel Al-based acquisitions

New Delhi. Consumer technology company InMobi on
Wednesday announced the closing of a $100 million
debt financing agreement from MARS Growth Capital,
a joint venture between MUFG and Liquidity Group.
The funds will be used to propel InMobi’s artificial
intelligence (AI) development and deployment efforts
forward and fund potential Al-focused acquisitions, the
SoftBank-backed company said.This financing round
will be used to deepen the company’s Al capabilities
through both organic and inorganic means to deliver
more personalised ways for brands to better engage
with consumers beyond the standard ad unit, it
added.“Al is the bedrock of both InMobi’s consumer
and enterprise businesses, and we are using it to power
the revolutionary lock screen experiences and InMobi
Advertising’s platforms. We are reimagining how ads
can be made truly native by driving superior
engagement and outcomes for consumers, advertisers
and publishers,” said Naveen Tewari, CEO of InMobi.
He added that this funding will further accelerate its
growth trajectory MARS Growth Capital invests in
future-ready Al platforms in APAC and Europe.
Utilising Liquidity Group’s Al and machine learning,
MARS offers credit and equity financing ranging from
$3 million to $100 million for mid-market, late-stage,
and pre-IPO technology companies.

“Liquidity, through its JV with MUFG, Mars Growth, is
committed to growing the Asian tech ecosystem,” said
Ron Daniel, Co-Founder and CEO, of Liquidity Group
and CEO, of Mars Growth.

Samsung India layoffs: Tech giant
set to cut 200 jObS says report

Samsung layoffs: The job cuts

will affect various departments,

including mobile phones,

consumer electronics, home

appliances, and support

New Delhi.

New Delhi.

functions.

Samsung Electronics is
planning to lay off over 200 executives in
its Indian operations, reported The
Economic Times.The layoffs come as a
result of slowing business growth,

phones, consumer electronics, home
appliances, and support functions. This
reduction represents about 9-10% of
Samsung's managerial workforce in
India, which currently consists of around
2,000 executives.The layoffs are
happening during a challenging period
for Samsung India. Workers at the
company’s Chennai factory are currently
on strike, affecting production of
televisions, refrigerators, and washing
machines.The strike, now in its third day,
has impacted production levels, which

situation explained that salaries
at Samsung India, particularly
for junior and mid-level
employees, had risen sharply in
recent years during the
company’s high-growth
phase."The salaries were almost
double the market average. With
business slowing down
significantly, there’s pressure
from Samsung's Seoul
headquarters to reduce costs in
India. The layoffs have already

are reportedly running at 50-80% of the
factory's capacity. This disruption comes
just ahead of the key festive season,
adding further presure on the company.

declining consumer demand, and a loss of In addition to layoffs, Samsung is also

market share in the company's key
smartphone segment. According to four
senior industry executives mentioned in
the report, the layoffs are also aimed at
reducing costs and improving
profitability.The job cuts will affect
various departments, including mobile

Benchmark stock market
indices gained after opening lower in a
volatile trading session on Wednesday
as investors remain cautious over US
inflation data, which could could
influence the size of a likely U.S. rate
cute later this month.The S&P BSE
was up 106.96 points at 82,030.60,
while the NSE Nifty50 rose 32.85
points to 25,073.95 at 11:20
am.However, most of the broad
market indices were trading in positive
territory despite the volatility and
caution among investors. FMCG
stocks emerged as the best performers
in early trade, while shares of auto
firms slumped.The top five gainers on
the Nifty50 were Bajaj Auto, Asian
Paints, HUL, Bajaj Finance and Sun
Pharma.On the other hand, the top
losers were Tata Motors, ONGC,
Hindalco, BPCL and HDFC Life.

UBS sees 20% downside potential in Tata

considering restructuring its operatlons in
India. This may include merging certain
business divisions, such as television and
home appliances, which could lead to
more job losses. The restructuring is
aimed at cutting down management
layers, manpower, and overhead costs to

this is expected to be made after the
Diwali season.The company has also
frozen hiring, with no plans to replace

executives who have left voluntarily.
Samsung may also reduce the number of Meanwhile, a chief executive from a rival

off-roll employees, further shrinking its
workforce.For those being laid off,
Samsung is offering three months of
salary as part of their employment
contract, along with a severance package.
The severance includes one month’s
salary for every year of service.

"We’ve had frantic calls

improve efficiency. The final decision on

Elon Musk set to be world's 1st trillionaire,
second could be an Indian: Report

T

Shares of Tata Motors plunged after it

received a ‘sell’ rating from brokerage
firm UBS.Meanwhile, Zomato shares
hit a 52-week high after rallying up to
5%, extending its dream run on Dalal
Street.Dr V K Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit Financial
Services, said, “A significant trend in
the global commodity markets now is
the sharp decline in the crude price and
softening of base metal prices. This has

An industry executive familiar with the

implications for stock markets. The
sharp dip in Brent crude to below
$70 signals weakening demand
globally, which in turn, indicates
weakening growth prospects for the
global economy.”“Therefore, rate
cuts by the leading central banks of
the world is now a foregone
conclusion. The Fed will kick off its
rate cutting cycle this month. In
India, too, we can expect two rate
cuts by the MPC in FY25,” he
noted.“Banking stocks, which are
attractively valued, are good buys now
for medium to long-term investors. The
investor preference of defensives like
Pharma and FMCG is likely to
continue. Industries using crude and
crude derived inputs as raw material,
like paints, adhesives, tyres and
aviation will be on strong wicket,”
Vijayakumar added.

Motors stock. Should you hold or sell

NEW DELHI. Shares of Tata Motors,
India's largest carmaker by revenue,
tumbled 5.6% on Wednesday, marking
their steepest drop in a nine-session
losing streak.The stock has now lost
12.8% in this period and was the top
laggard on both the Nifty 50 and
Nifty Auto indices.

The shares of the company declined
after a warning from UBS that rising
discounts could weaken results at
Jaguar Land Rover (JLR), the British
luxury car division that accounts for
two-thirds of Tata Motors’
revenue."Rising discounts,
moderating growth and a lack of any
new internal combustion engine and
hybrid launch could result in
significantly weaker financials (for
JLR) for fiscal 2026," UBS said in a
note.

UBS on Tata Motors stock

UBS, which holds a “sell” rating on the
stock, cited concerns that moderating
demand, rising discounts, and the
absence of new internal combustion
engine and hybrid launches could
severely impact JLR’s financial
performance by fiscal 2026.According

Global brokerage firms like

Jefferies and JP Morgan have also

to the brokerage, Tata Motors' key JLR
models—Range Rover, Range Rover
Sport, and Defender—are expected to
see increased discounts, with JLR’s
order backlog now below pre-
pandemic levels.

JLR’s wholesales volume grew just 5%

in the first quarter, its slowest pace in
two years, as demand weakened in the
crucial European market. This
slowdown has contributed to Tata
Motors’ stock decline, with analysts
pointing out an 8.1% year-on-year drop
in sales for August.In response to these
challenges, Tata Motors announced
discounts of up to Rs 2.05 lakh on its

shown optimism, maintaining a
'buy' recommendation. Jefferies
set a target price of Rs 335 for
Zomato, reinforcing the positive
sentiment.

New Delhi. Shares of Zomato surged 5%
in early trade on Wednesday, hitting a 52-
week high of Rs 281.40 amid
expectations of strong earnings growth
and ongoing positive momentum for the
company.Over the last five sessions,
Zomato's stock has surged 15.5%, driven
by increased investor confidence and
strong trading volumes.Zomato’s recent
performance was bolstered by its
acquisition of Paytm's events and movie
ticketing business, which has led to
positive reactions from investors.Global
brokerage firms like Jefferies and JP
Morgan have also shown optimism,
maintaining a 'buy' recommendation.
Jefferies set a target price of Rs 335 for
Zomato, reinforcing the positive
sentiment.Zomato has performed

domestic vehicles ahead of the festive
season, aiming to boost demand.
However, UBS remains one of the most
bearish voices on Tata Motors, with a
price target of Rs 825—about 15.6%
lower than the current price of Rs
977.80.While UBS sees
potential downside,
market consensus holds a
"buy" rating on the stock,
with a median price target
of Rs 1,200. However, the
growing challenges at JLR
and the broader slowdown
in Tata Motors’ domestic
market suggest investors
| should be cautious in the
}  coming months. What it
means for investors
Investors should brace for
potential downside as UBS forecasts a
20% drop in Tata Motors’ stock, driven
by concerns over rising discounts,
slowing growth at Jaguar Land Rover
(JLR), and a lack of new product
launches.The bearish outlook contrasts
with the market's overall "buy"
sentiment, suggesting caution for those
holding or considering the stock.

begun and could increase after
Diwali if the company doesn’t capture a
bigger share of sales," said the executive
as quoted in the report.

home appllance firm mentioned that they
had received a flood of job applications
from Samsung India executives.

from their
executives, including senior-level staff,
who are willing to accept significantly
lower salaries to join us," the CEO said as
mentioned in the report.

Maruti’s EV to deliver 500 km

range, carmaker to export to

Europe, Japan

NEW DELHI: The first electric vehicle (EV)
from the country’s largest carmaker Maruti
Suzuki (MSIL) - will be powered by a 60
Kilowatt-hour battery that could do a range of
500 km on a single charge. Expected to hit
market early next year, the mid-size electric
SUV will compete against the likes of Tata
Curvv.ev, Hyundai’s upcoming Creta EV and
Mahindra’s electric SUVs.“We will have a
high-specification EV with a high range of the
order of 500 km and powered by a 60
Kilowatt-hour battery. We will have multiple
such products,” said MD and CEO Hisashi
Takeuchi at the 64th annual session of the
industry body SIAM. Takeuchi added that
MSIL would export their upcoming EVs to
developed markets such as markets like
Europe and Japan.MSIL also said that they are
working to establish a complete ecosystem to
address the concerns of EV buyers. The
company spoke about setting up charging
infrastructure and resale avenues for such
models.“We are not only going to launch the
product, we are going to provide a complete

—————

ecosystem for the customers who are going to
be part of the electric vehicle family,”
Maruti Suzuki India (MSI) Senior Executive
Officer (Marketing & Sales) Partho
Banerjee.As per Banerjee, the biggest concern
for EV users is the range. This is followed by
EV infrastructure and the residual value of the
vehicle after five years. He said the company’s
first EV model would be unveiled at the Bharat
Mobility show in January next year.An EV
launch by the country’s top automaker would
come at a time when consumers are showing
low interest in purchasing one, mainly due to
high purchasing cost and their multiple
concerns regarding them.As per the data
issued by the Federation of Automobile
Dealers Associations (FADA), only 6,338
electric cars were sold in August 2024, a fall of
9.97% year-on-year decrease. Electric cars
were also under pressure in May, June and
July. Their share in total passenger vehicle

said

sales remains low at about 2%.

Lomato shares hit 52-week high. Is there more upside

exceptionally well this year, with its stock
price more than doubling—up by
127%—compared to the 13.4% rise in the
BSE Sensex.

Is there more upside?

According to Pravesh Gour, Senior
Technical Analyst at Swastika
Investmart, Zomato is currently in a
strong uptrend.The stock recently broke
out of a flag formation and created a solid
base around Rs 240. Although Rs 280 is
seen as a key resistance level, surpassing
it could push the price to Rs 300 in the
near term. On the downside, Rs 240
serves as a critical support level in case of
any corrections, with Rs 220 being the
next demand zone.Indicators like the
MACD and RSI point to continued
strength in the stock’s current

momentum, suggesting further potential
forupward movement.

Zomato’s management remains optimistic
about future growth, particularly in the
going-out segment, which is expected to

see continued strong demand, said
analysts at Elara Capital. The company
has been working towards maintaining
profitability, with its going-out business
remaining close to break-even on an
adjusted earnings before interest, tax,
depreciation, and amortisation
(EBITDA) basis.

Additionally, the quick commerce
segment, led by Blinkit, is seen as an
experience-driven business rather than
one focused on discounting.

Analysts at Elara Capital believe that
Blinkit’s growth prospects remain strong,

even with the potential for new
competitors. Expanding beyond metro
cities is viewed as a key area to monitor
for future growth.Brokerage firms have
highlighted that Zomato’s food delivery
business is currently trading at a fair 60x
FY26 estimated EV/EBITDA, which
may limit short-term upside. However,
strong visibility in EBITDA growth
(52.2% CAGR projected for FY25-
FY27) is likely to support share price
performance in the longer term.Blinkit, in
particular, is seen as a significant driver
for future earnings growth, with analysts
projecting the business to be trading at 6x
FY26 estimated EV/sales. The
company’s robust expansion plans,
aimed at gaining market share, are
viewed positively for its medium-term
growth outlook.JP Morgan, in its recent
update, also reiterated its 'Overweight'
rating on Zomato, setting a target price of
Rs 340 per share. The firm expects
Zomato to continue leading the
disruption in modern trade and e-
commerce, and it has revised its growth
forecasts upwards for FY25-FY27,
anticipating growth of20%, up from 15%
previously.JP Morgan also highlighted
Zomato’s potential in combining its core
dining services with its new ticketing
business, which could enhance its ability
to monetise its user base.
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How Buddhism rode on mangoes to
spread in India and abroad is aam kahani

» The story of Buddhism is
intricately woven with the
mango. The fruit plays a
crucial role in Jataka tales,
which suggests how Buddha
must have used the fruit to

explain difficult concepts to
the aam janta of his time.

Buddhism also rode the

mango to spread in India and
abroad, writes Sopan Joshi in

his new book.

New Delhi.Alphonso, Dasheri,

Langra, Kesar, Banganapalli,
Chaunsa, Neelum, and Rajapuri: the
list of varities of mangoes is as long
as the wait for the season of
mangoes each year, These names
alone makes us crave, reminding us
of mangoes' succulent flesh offering
a burst of tropical bliss with each
bite. But mangoes are more than
sweet fruits loved by everyone, they
also played an important role in the
spread of Buddhism in India and
abroad.“The Buddha who, in a
previous life, was King Mahajanaka
didn’t need to study very much. All
he had to do was observe a mango
tree," wrote a Buddhist monk, Ajahn
Chah, in his collected writings on
Buddhism.In Buddha -- the
enlightened one's story, the mango
groves are ever-present, Buddha is
found meditating under a mango

It is as if Buddha and Buddhism's

tree. He is gifted with mango
groves by his followers and even
the story of his birth is not devoid
of the presence of mangoes.ction
orneglect.”

rise in India cannot be told
without the presence of mangoes.
The mangoes are not just present
as rich fruits, they are presentas a
symbol of a larger life lesson
from Buddha.Before his
enlightenment, Buddha was known
as Siddhartha.According to some
sources, Buddha's mother, Maya,
while she was pregnant, was on her
way to her parents' house in
Lumbini, when she gave birth to
Siddhartha under a mango
tree. Twenty-nine years later,
Buddha would renounce the world
and leave the royal palace. He
would attain enlightenment and

would go from one place to another
to spread his teachings. At times, he

would stay under mango
trees.angoes were also metaphors in
Buddha's teachings.

METAPHOR FOR LIFE,

LESSONS: MANGOES AND
BUDDHA'S LIFE

"Anybody can relate to mangoes. The

fruit would be used by Buddha to
explain complex ideas to people,”
Sopan Joshi, the writer of

'Mangifera Indica: A Biography
of the Mango', tells India Today
Digital.Several complex ideas
and life lessons, like karma, were
explained lucidly through the
mango metaphor."Karma is not
said to be stored somewhere in
this fleeting consciousness or in
any other part of the body. But
dependent on mind and matter it
rests manifesting itself at the
opportune moment, just as
mangoes are not said to be stored
somewhere in the mango tree, but
dependent on the mango tree they
lie, springing up in due season.”
reads the Visuddhi Magga, a book
by Buddhagosha on Buddhist
teachings and practices.

Buddhist preachers didn't just use

mangoes to explain tough concepts,
they used the fruit to spread
Buddhism throughout the

world."Mangoes were used by
Buddhist monks to spread
Buddhism to Sri Lanka, Burma and
several countries in the world,"
Sopan Joshi tells India Today
Digital.

Mangoes are present and are an

important character in the story of
Buddha and Buddhism. They again
make an entry when Buddha visits
his disciple, Amrapali.He comes
under her mango grove when he
pays her a visit. She then hosts
Buddha and his disciple and gifts
them mango saplings. The men from
Lichchavi kingdom of Vaishali had
also invited Buddha and made fun of
her as 'mango woman'. She told
them Buddha was coming to her
home and not to their
kingdom.Buddha even headed to
Varanasi, a centre for learning and
mango orchards.

Tremors felt in Delhi-
NCR as 5.8 earthquake

jolts Pakistan

An earthquake of magnitude 5.8 struck
Pakistan on Wednesday. Mild tremors were felt

in Delhi and surrounding areas.
——— —

New Delhi.Mild tremors were felt across Delhi and
most parts of North India after an earthquake of
magnitude 5.8 struck Pakistan on Wednesday.
Tremors were also felt in Islamabad and Lahore. The
epicentre of the earthquake was near the Dera Ghazi
Khan region in the southwestern part of Punjab at a
depth of 10 kilometres.Tremors were felt in Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana, Punjab, and Jammu and
Kashmir. Afghanistan was also jolted by sudden
tremors.In Pakistan, massive tremors rocked the cities
of Islamabad, Lahore, Multan, Faisalabad, Mianwali,
Bhakkar, Kamalia, Khanewal, Bhalwal, Chiniot,
Hafizabad, Toba Tek Singh. However, no casualties or

1 /0]
W

) "/,,;//
I
= /Cﬂf%///ﬂv ,.

property damage has been reported yet.

This is the second time in two weeks that Delhi and its
neighbouring regions experienced mild tremors. On
August 29, an earthquake of magnitude of 5.7 struck
Afghanistan at a depth of 255 kilometres below the
Earth's surface.Videos shared on social media showed
ceiling fans, chairs and other objects shaking during
the tremors, which lasted for a few seconds.

Delhi, parts of north and
central India to see heavy
rain for next 4 days

A depression that formed over the Bay of Bengal and
currently lying over Chhattisgarh is expected to result in
significant rainfall across Delhi as well as east Haryana,

west Uttar Pradesh (UP), Uttarakhand and north
Madhya Pradesh (MP) between September 11 to 14.
el

New Delhi.Parts of central and northern India are
expected to witness heavy rainfall accompanied by
thundershowers over the next few days due to a
depression that formed over the Bay of Bengal and is
currently over Chhattisgarh.

On Tuesday, the national capital Delhi woke up to rain
and cloudy skies from the impact of this weather
disturbance.The India Meteorological Department
(IMD) has predicted further rainfall across Delhi as

well as east Haryana,

west Uttar Pradesh (UP),

Uttarakhand and north

Madhya Pradesh (MP)

between September 11

to 14.The depression

over Chhattisgarh is
expected to move
through west Uttar

Pradesh towards

Uttarakhand and is

predicted to bring spells of intense rainfall to these

areas, the weather department said..Meanwhile, a

cyclonic circulation over Gujarat is expected to bring

heavy to extremely heavy rain in regions such as west

Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha, Konkan and Goa, and

coastal areas of Maharashtra and Gujarat, the IMD

added.Light to moderate rain is also predicted in

coastal Karnataka, Kerala, Lakshadweep, with
scattered rainfall.

' BSF soldier injured after Pak violates
ceasefire near LoC in Jammu: Report

The Indian troops retaliated to the unprovoked firing from the other side of the

LoC and gave a befitting reply to the Pakistani aggression.

Pakistani Rangers resort to
unprovoked firing in
Jammu's Akhnoor sector

BSF retaliates, no report of
casualty or injury on
Pakistani side

Ceasefire violation comes
days ahead of Assembly
elections

New Delhi.A personnel of the Border
Security Force (BSF) was injured after
Pakistani forces violated ceasefire
along the Line of Control (LoC) in
Jammu on Wednesday, news agency

retaliated to the unprovoked firing from
the other side of the LoC and gave a
befitting reply to the Pakistani Rangers.
However, there was no immediate

report of any casualties or injuries on
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the other side.At about 2.35 am, an
incident of unprovoked firing in the
Akhnoor area from across the border
happened, and which was befittingly
responded by the BSF. One BSF
personnel sustained injuries in
Pakistani firing", a spokesperson of the
force was quoted as saying by

PTI.Following the Pakistani offensive,
Indian troops along the International
Border and the LoC have been put on
high alert, he added.Notably, the
frequency of incidents of ceasefire
sy Violations has been very low
&t since 2021, when the two
countries renewed the ceasefire
agreement. However, in the first
casualty on the Indian side in over
three years, a BSF personnel was
. killed in a Pakistani firing in the
98 Ramgarh sector last year.

%% The latest ceasefire violation by

1 the Pakistan forces comes when

Jammu and Kashmir is preparing

to vote for an Assembly election
for the first time in 10 years.The three-
phase elections in Jammu and Kashmir
are slated to begin on September 18,
with the second and third phases to be
held on September 25 and October 1,
respectively. The counting of votes will
be done and results will be declared on
October 8.

"Perfect Time For India To Develop
Semiconductors": MICRON CEO
Ahead Of SEMICON India

New Delhi: After meeting Prime Minister Narendra
Modi ahead of the SEMICON India 2024 Summit,
Sanjay Mehrotra, CEO of Micron, appreciated PM
Modi's vision of developing semiconductors in
India and said policies set up by him to incentivise
semiconductor manufacturing in India are also
very exciting.

"PM Modi's vision to develop semiconductors in
India and make it self-reliant is very exciting. The
policies set up by him to incentivise
semiconductor manufacturing are equally
exciting. This is the perfect time for India to
develop semiconductors because opportunities
will grow with AL The best is yet to come," Mr
Mehrotra said ahead of SEMICON India 2024
Summit.PM Modi will inaugurate SEMICON
India 2024 at India Expo Mart, Greater Noida,
Uttar Pradesh, today.Earlier on Tuesday, PM Modi
chaired the Semiconductor Executives'
Roundtable at his residence. During the meeting,
the Prime Minister said that their ideas will not
only shape their business but also India's future.

Mentioning that the coming time will be technology-
driven, PM Modi said semiconductor is the basis
of the Digital Age and the day is not far "when the
semiconductor industry will be the bedrock for
even our basic necessities".The Prime Minister
emphasised that democracy and technology
together can ensure the welfare of humanity and
India is moving ahead on this path recognizing its
global responsibility in the semiconductor sector.

PTI reported.The Indian troops

Swami Vivekananda's Speech, 131 Years
Ago, Inspired PM Modi's Selt-Discovery

New Delhi: As the nation celebrates the Digvijay Diwas,

honouring the legacy of Swami Vivekanand and
commemorating his historic speech in Chicago, here is
a throwback on how his historic address, 131 years ago,
inspired Narendra Modi to embark on a journey of self-
discovery to the Himalayas.It was on September 11,
1893, that Swami Vivekanand delivered his timeless
speech at the Parliament of World's Religions in
Chicago.is words not only introduced the world to
India's rich spiritual heritage but also inspired countless
individuals in future generations, one of whom was a
1 7-year-old young boy - Narendra Modi.Modi Archive,
a popular X handle narrating the life journey of the
Prime Minister via its archives shared an old photo of
Narendra Modi on Wednesday and informed about
what impact Swami Vivekanand's speech had on his

young, impressionable mind.Narendra Modi was so
inspired by Swami Vivekanand's teachings at such a
young age that he left his abode in Vadnagar for the
Himalayas, on a journey of self-discovery.The popular
X handle also shared a photo of Narendra Modi. from a
wedding ceremony in his village, just a day before

leaving for the Himalayas.

4 It also informs that the young Narendra Modi got to

know and understand Swami Vivekanand's works
from Dr Vasantbhai Parikh, a local native of his
village.It was 131 years ago that Swami Vivekanand
delivered his memorable speech at the Parliament of
World's Religions in Chicago and left the world
stunned with knowledge of ancient Hindu scriptures
and a visionary outlook.To date, the speech is
remembered by every Indian as path-breaking and also
a landmark moment in the history of inter-faith
dialogue as it introduced Indian spirituality and the
Vedas to the Western world.PM Modi has time and
again spoken about the impact of Swami Vivekanand's
teachings on his life and has often reflected in his years
of public service.

Israel turns to India again for recruitment
of 10,000 construction workers

Israel is recruiting
10,000 construction
workers and 5,000
caregivers from India to
address skill shortages
in infrastructure and
healthcare amidst the
ongoing war with Hamas.

New Delhi. Isracl once again turned to
India to recruit a robust workforce of
10,000 construction workers and 5,000
caregivers to address skill shortages in its
infrastructure and healthcare sectors
amidst the ongoing war with Hamas. This
follows a similar request from earlier this
year.The Population, Immigration, and
Border Authority (PIBA) of Israel
specified its need for construction
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workers across four jobroles: framework,
iron bending, plastering, and ceramic
tiling.A team from PIBA will visit India
to conduct skill assessments and select
candidates meeting their criteria. The
recruitment drive for construction
workers will be held in Maharashtra.
Concurrently, Israel requires 5,000
caregivers to bolster its healthcare
services. Candidates for this role should

have studied till the Class 10 and possess
a certificate from a recognised Indian
institute. Additionally, a caregiving
course with at least 990 hours of on-the-
job training is necessary for the
eligibility.In an earlier recruitment round,
16,832 candidates appeared for skill tests,
and 10,349 were selected to work in
Israel’s construction sector. These
selected individuals earn a monthly

salary of Rs 1.92 lakh, with added
benefits like medical insurance, food, and
accommodation with a monthly bonus of
Rs 16,515.The National Skill
Development Corporation (NSDC)
notified all states to facilitate recruitment
following the government-to-
government (G2G) agreement signed in
November 2023. The initial recruitment
round was conducted in Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, and Telangana.The G2G
agreement on temporary employment of
Indians, initiated in May 2023, mandated
pre-departure orientation training for all
selected candidates. This training
includes a manual to familiarise them
with Israeli culture and lifestyle.“This
international mobility initiative aims to
align with the Indian government's vision
of transforming India into the Skill
Capital of the world. NSDC supports this
mandate by creating a pool of skilled
individuals, providing essential training,
issuing technical advisories, and
fostering knowledge exchange with
global partners,” said a spokesperson of
NSDC.
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Flash flood sweeps
away hamlet as Vietnam
storm toll rises to 141

dead

Hanoi, Vietnam. A flash flood swept away an
entire hamlet in northern Vietnam, killing 16
people and leaving dozens missing as deaths
from a typhoon and its aftermath climbed to
141 on Wednesday.Vietnamese state
broadcaster VTV said the torrent of water
gushing down from a mountain in Lao Cai
province Tuesday buried Lang Nu hamlet
with 35 families in mud and debris.Only
about a dozen are known so far to have
survived. Rescuers have recovered 16
bodies and are continuing the search for
about 40 others.The death toll from
Typhoon Yagi and its aftermath has climbed
to 141 as 69 others remain missing and
hundreds were injured, VTV said.Yagi was
the strongest typhoon to hit the Southeast
Asian country in decades. It made landfall
Saturday with winds of up to 149 kph (92
mph) and despite weakening on Sunday,
downpours have continued and rivers
remain dangerously high.Floods and
landslides have caused most of the deaths,
many of which have come in the
northwestern Lao Cai province, bordering
China, where Lang Nu is located.

Israeli airstrike kills 5
in West Bank's Tubas
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Protesters storm Mexico's Senate over judiciary overhaul proposal

Mexico City. Hundreds of protesters broke
into Mexico’s Senate on Tuesday as
lawmakers weighed a contentious plan to
overhaul the country’s judiciary, forcing the
body to take a temporary recess for the
safety of the senators.The shutdown came
just hours after Mexico’s ruling party,
Morena, wrangled the votes it needed to jam
through the proposal after one member of an
opposition party flipped to support it.That
move and other political manoeuvring ahead
of a vote on the plan championed by
outgoing President Andres Manuel Lopez
Obrador fuelled even more outrage after
weeks of protests by judicial employees and
law students.Critics and observers say the
plan, in which all judges would be elected,
could threaten judicial independence and
undermine the system of checks and
balances.Some protesters entered the Senate
chambers in an effort to block the vote after
they said lawmakers were not listening to
their demands. Protesters broke through the
door of the Senate chamber pushing
aggressively, using pipes and chains. At least
one person fainted after protesters broke
in.The judiciary isn’t going to fall,” yelled
the protesters, waving Mexican flags and
signs against the overhaul. They were joined

by a number of opposition senators as they
chanted in the chamber. Others outside the
court roared when newscasters announced
the Senate was taking a recess.Among them
was Alejandro Navarrete, a 30-year-old
judicial worker, who said that people like
him working in the courts “knowing the
danger the reform represents” came to call
on the Senate to strike down the proposal.

“They have decided to sell out the nation, and
sell out for political capital they were
offered, we felt obligated to enter the
Senate,” he said, carrying a Mexican flag.
“Our intention is not violent, we didn’t
intend to hurt them, but we intend to make it
clear that the Mexican people won’t allow
them to lead us into a dictatorship.”Despite
unrest in recent weeks, the plan sailed
through the lower chamber of Congress last
week, and was passed onto the Senate,
where Lopez Obrador’s Morena party
lacked the necessary supermajority to
approve it. In recent weeks, it was able to
peel off two senators from an opposition
party, but came into this week still missing
one more.

It was unclear where that vote would come
from because the country’s opposition
vehemently opposes the plan. But over the

weekend, observers began to speculate that a
senator from the conservative National
Action Party (PAN), Miguel Angel Yunes
Marquez, would support Morena as he
refused to answer calls from his party
leadership.On Tuesday, Yunes Marquez
announced he would take leave due to health
issues and be replaced by his father, Miguel
ngel Yunes Linares, a former governor of
Veracruz, who said he would vote for the
plan. He said he knew the plan was “not the
best” but said more laws down the line could
improve it.“Mexico is not going to be
destroyed by approving this reform, nor will
the reform automatically change the reality
of a justice system that is calling out for

fundamental change,” Yunes Linares
said.

Yunes Linares strolled into the Senate
chambers and was met with applause and
chants of “hero!” by Morena senators and
screams of “traitor!” from his own party.
One PAN senator, Lilly Tellez, even
threw dozens of coins at Yunes Linares,
calling him a “traitor who sold out his
country” for his own benefit. A Senate
vote was expected Wednesday.The
national head of PAN, Marko Cortes,
claimed that it “is evident” that there was
an “impunity pact” between the Yuneses

and the government so he would vote in
favour of the overhaul. Cortes was referring
to a July arrest order for Sen. Yunes Marquez,
for alleged falsification of documents and
fraud related to his candidacy.Yunes had
challenged it and got a temporary
suspension, calling it a political persecution
by the governing Morena party, the same
party his father now appears ready to
support.His father, Yunes Linares, dodged
questions from the media about how he
would vote but accused Cortes of
“lynching” him and claimed it was
“absolutely false” that he had been coerced
to vote for the overhaul.

NASA astronaut Sunita Williams to celebrate 59th birthday in space ~ Kamala Harris confident,

World. NASA astronaut Sunita Williams
is set to celebrate her 59th birthday
aboard the International Space Station
(ISS) on September 19, 2024. This will
be the second time she marks her special
day in space due to the ongoing technical
issues with Boeing's Starliner spacecraft,
which has delayed her return to Earth.
Williams, who has been aboard the ISS
since June 6, is currently accompanied
by fellow astronaut Barry Wilmore.

Born on September 19, 1965, in Euclid,
Ohio, to Dr. Deepak Pandya and Bonnie
Pandya, Williams attended Needham
High School in Massachusetts and

Technology in 1995.Williams first
ventured on an extended space mission

July to November 2012, during which she
celebrated her birthday in space for the

first time.Known for her strong
ties to her Indian heritage,
Williams once carried a copy of
the Bhagavad Gita, samosas, and
a figurine of Lord Ganesha with
her on a space mission. Williams
and Wilmore are slated to return
to Earth in February 2025 aboard
SpaceX’s Dragon Crew space
capsule, which is now
configured as their emergency
return spacecraft until the arrival
of NASA's SpaceX Crew-9

unscathed; Trump fails to

deliver a knockout

World. The second US presidential debate offered
ample hints at how the race for the White House
has changed in just two months as an aggressive
Vice President Kamala Harris managed to get
under her rival Donald Trump's skin, hammering
him over his criminal convictions, his views on
abortion rights and the size of his rallies.

Harris's debate performance is being seen by experts
as a major win for Democrats after President Joe
Biden dropped out following his miserable
performance in June. Buoyed by her performance,

Cairo,UPDATED: At least 5 people were
killed in an Israeli air strike on Tubas in the
West Bank, the Palestinian Red Crescent
reported on Wednesday. Its crews were able
to retrieve the bodies of five people from the
bombing site, and they were transferred to

Harris called for a second debate even as Trump
remained non-committal. The body language of the
two leaders was also a study in contrast. Harris was
the first off the blocks as she walked to Trump's
podium to extend her hand before the start of the
debate. The Republican, taken aback by the sudden

mission, scheduled for no earlier
than September 24, 2024. With her
current mission, Williams will have spent
a cumulative total of over 322 days in
space.

graduated in 1983. She later earned a
Bachelor of Science in Physical Science
from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1987
and a Master of Science in Engineering
Management from the Florida Institute of

during Expedition 14/15 from December
2006 to June 2007, serving as a Flight
Engineer and contributing to scientific
research aboard the ISS. Her second
mission, Expedition 32/33, lasted from

the hospital, Red Crescent added."As part of
the counterterrorism activity, an IAF aircraft
struck an armed terrorist cell a short while
ago in the area of Tubas", the Israeli army
said in a statement.

Anti-war protests turn
violent at Australia's
largest defence industry
event

World. Anti-war protests in Melbourne,
Australia turned into violent clashes with
police on Wednesday, as demonstrators
gathered outside the Land Forces
International Land Defence Exposition.
Australia’s largest defence expo event saw
hundreds of protesters chanting pro-Palestine
slogans and waving flags. At the same time,
riot police used tear gas, rubber bullets, and
pepper spray to disperse the crowd.The
protest is being described as the largest police
operation in Melbourne since the 2000 World
Economic Forum. Demonstrators, equipped
with loudspeakers voiced their opposition to
the defence exhibition. Officers and riot
police attempted to control the situation
behind barricades.According to ABC News,
some protesters threw dumpsters towards
police lines, while others shouted at the
event’s delegates. One protester climbed on
top of a truck stopped at traffic lights.The
demonstration resulted in several arrests, with
police detaining several protesters in
handcuffs.Several major roads in Melbourne
were closed as a result of the protests, with
police urging motorists to avoid the affected
areas.Australian Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese addressed the situation, saying,
"People have the right to protest but had to do
itinapeaceful manner."

South Carolina
Congressman Joe Wilson
collapses from stroke-
like symptoms at DC
event

World. South Carolina Congressman Joe
Wilson experienced stroke-like symptoms
and collapsed on Tuesday while attending an
event in Washington, D.C. He later received
medical treatment.On X, the Congressman’s
office stated, "Congressman Joe Wilson (R-
SC) was taken ill and is being evaluated at a
local hospital in Washington, DC."South
Carolina’s Attorney General, Alan Wilson
(R), said in a statement to WSPA that the
congressman “experienced stroke-like
symptoms” but was in stable condition,
according to The Hill.“T just spoke to my
mom, who is currently at the hospital with
my father. Doctors have confirmed that he
has experienced stroke-like symptoms,”
Wilson said. “I was able to speak with him
moments ago, and I am incredibly thankful
that he is stable and being monitored by
medical professionals.”Ukraine’s
Ambassador to Washington, Oksana
Markarova, who was present at the event,
described Wilson's on-the-spot treatment as
"nothing short of a miracle." She said, “It
reminds me that we all have to learn how to
do CPR. We in Ukraine, unfortunately, know
how to do it because we have to perform it
daily, but even in other countries.

World. A Carnival Cruise Line ship
was struck with ice in Alaska
when passengers compared the @
incident to “modern Titanic
moment”.“The ship was struck
with an errant piece of drifting ice &
last Thursday while sailing in °
Tracy Arm Fjord, Alaska,” the &
company operating the cruise said
in a statement to Fox
Business.After the incident, the f
company assessed the impact of
the ice on the cruise ship and
concluded that the wvessel
remained undamaged, the
company said in a statement.An X user
shared pictures of the cruise ship along
with the piece of ice and wrote a message
stating, “From April Futrell, Good
evening James! We are on the carnival

Carnival Cruise ship hits ice in Alaska,
passengers compare it to ‘Titanic moment’

spirit and hit an iceberg just outside of
Sitka and Tracy arm fjord! Here’s some
pictures! We are safe and after assessing
for damage we are back on track headed
to Skagway!”The ship got struck with a

In a separate incident, another carnival
ship, Carnival Vista, had to reroute its trip
to the Caribbean owing to an issue in its
engine.

piece of ice in Alaska but it
continued its seven day ride
without any delay as no damage
of any sort was reported from the
incident.As per a report in Fox
Business, the Carnival said, “The
vessel continued on its cruise and
there has been no impact to
operations.”The ship’s final
destination is Seattle in
Washington and it is scheduled to
arrive on Tuesday. The ice struck
incident happened last week but
the social media reactions have
been dramatic toward the cruise.

BSF personnel

|t was an incident of "unprovoked
firing" from Pakistani troops
targeting Indian posts in the
Akhnoor area on Wednesday, a

report said.

World. A Border Security Force (BSF)
personnel was injured early Wednesday
when Pakistani troops opened fire on Indian
positions along the border, officials told
news agency PTIL.

According to Times of India, it was an incident
of "unprovoked firing" from Pakistani
troops targeting Indian posts in the Akhnoor
area on Wednesday. The incident occurred at
around 2:35 am. One BSF personnel
sustained injuries in Pakistan firing and now
troops are on high alert, the BSF
spokesperson added.According to India
Today, the Indian troops retaliated to the
unprovoked firing from the other side of the

LoC and gave a befitting reply to the
Pakistani Rangers. However, there was
no immediate report of any casualties or
injuries on the other side.According to a
BSF spokesperson, Indian forces are
maintaining high alert and closely
monitoring both the International Border
and the Line of Control, PTI said.India
and Pakistan, in February 2021, had
reaffirmed their ceasefire agreement
following which these incidents had
become rare. However, last year, a BSF
jawan was killed in a similar attack by
Pakistani Rangers in the Ramgarh sector —
the first fatality in over three years.A top
BSF officer on Tuesday claimed that
counter-infiltration measures have been put
in place along the borders to ensure that
terrorists don't infiltrate and disturb the
assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir,
according to PTLInspector General of
Border Security Force (BSF), Jammu
frontier, D K Boora was speaking to
reporters in Bhaderwah area of Doda district
which along with six other districts covering

a total of 24 assembly segments in south
Kashmir and Chenab valley region of
Jammu is going to polls in the first phase on
September 18.

The borders are completely secure as the BSF
in coordination with sister agencies,
including police, have taken all necessary
counter-infiltration measures.

"I want to assure everyone that no such
activity (infiltration of terrorists from across
the border) will be allowed during the
election process," the BSF officer said.He
said the BSF is capable of dealing with any
situation and will play its role in ensuring the

gesture, accepted the handshake.Interestingly,
Trump and President Joe Biden did not shake
hands when they met for their presidential debate
two months ago.

On several occasions during the debate, Harris was
seen looking directly at Trump while answering
questions and countering him. She was also seen
cracking a smile and shaking her head in
disagreement whenever Trump made a baseless
claim or resorted to personal attacks.At one point
during the debate, Harris placed her hand on her
chin when Trump referred to her as a Marxist.The
Democratic presidential candidate also looked
directly into the camera while speaking on core
issues like the economy and abortion. It seemed as
if Harris was speaking directly to the millions of
voters tuning in.On the other hand, Trump, his
usual combative self, hardly looked at Harris in
their first-ever face-to-face meeting. The former
President became visibly agitated during an
exchange on abortion and appeared to fumble
when asked if he would veto a national abortion
ban if elected as president.Harris also managed to
get Trum irritated after she claimed that people left
his rallies out of "exhaustion" and "boredom" as
the former President brought up "fictional
characters" like Hannibal Lecter.

mjured in cross border firing by Pakistani troops

conduct of free and fair elections.

"The BSF is an able force and you will find
our troops deployed more in difficult terrain
as they are capable of dealing with any type
of situation and do their job bravely. The
BSF is deployed here (in Chenab valley) for
safe conduct of the elections," Boora said.

Referring to recent terror incidents in Doda
and Kishtwar districts, the BSF officer said
the commanders on the ground are aware of
some incidents and are conducting their
activities in a tactical way to sanitise the
whole area, and "I am hopeful that no
untoward incident will happen during
elections."Earlier, the BSF IG reviewed
election security at a meeting with 20
commanding officers of the force whose
units are deployed across all the three
districts, informing that traces of militancy
were found in this area in the recent
past."They (terrorists) are not in large
numbers but since the area has vast forest
cover, they are getting an opportunity to
survive," he said, asking his men to be alert
and foil any nefarious design of the terrorists.

Giant plumes of smoke dot Southern California skies as crews fight several major wildfires

TRABUCO CANYON. Apocalyptic-looking

plumes of smoke dotted skies over parts of
Southern California on Tuesday as
firefighters continued to battle at least three
major wildfires that erupted amid a blistering
heat wave and were threatening tens of
thousands of homes and buildings.

In Orange County, firefighters used bulldozers,

helicopters and planes to control a rapidly
spreading blaze that started Monday and
spread to about 3 square miles (8 square
kilometers) in only a few hours. The blaze
was ignited by a spark from heavy equipment
being used by public workers, officials said.

By Tuesday, it had charred more than 14 square

miles (36 square kilometers) and was
heading over mountainous terrain into
neighboring Riverside County with no
containment, said Orange County Fire
Authority Capt. Steve Concialdi. It burned

some communications towers on top of a
peak, though so far officials said they did not
have reports of the damage disrupting police
or fire communication signals in the area.
Two firefighters who suffered heat-related
injuries and a resident who suffered from
smoke inhalation were treated at a hospital
and released.Sherri Fankhauser, her husband
and her daughter set up lawn chairs and were
watching helicopters make water drops on a
flaming hillside a few hundred yards away
from their Trabuco Canyon home on
Tuesday.They didn't evacuate even though
their street had been under a mandatory
evacuation order since Monday. A neighbor
did help Fankhauser's 89-year-old mother-
in-law evacuate, Fankhauser said. The
flames died down last night but flared up
again in the morning."You can see fire
coming over the ridge now," Fankhauser said

Tuesday afternoon. "It's getting a little
scarier now."She said she trusted the crews
would get things under control and that
firefighters were keeping them
informed.Meanwhile, in the San Bernardino
National Forest, about 65 miles (105
kilometers) east of Los Angeles, some
65,600 homes and buildings were under
threat, including those under mandatory
evacuations and those under evacuation
warnings, nearly double the number from the
previous day.

Residents along the southern edge of Big Bear
Lake were told to leave the area Tuesday
night, according to the San Bernardino
County Sheriff's Department. It's unclear
how many people were affected in the area,
which is a popular destination for anglers,
bikers and hikers.The blaze had charred
about 44 square miles (114 square

kilometers) of grass and brush and blanketed
the area with a thick cloud of dark smoke
Tuesday. The acrid air prompted several
districts in the area to close schools through
the end of the week because of safety
concerns. Three firefighters have been
injured since the blaze was reported
Thursday, state fire managers said.The fire
was 14% contained and was affecting small
mountain towns where Southern California
residents ski in the winter and mountain bike
in the summer.Other major fires were
burning across the West, including in Idaho,
Oregon and Nevada, where about 20,000
people had to flee a blaze outside Reno.

Firefighters hope to gain the upper hand as
cooler weather moves into California later in
the week.

An excessive heat warning issued for the Los
Angeles area will expire Tuesday night.
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England vs Australia
1201 series: H2H, all
you need to know

New Delhi.  Arch-rivals England and
Australia are all set to lock horns on
September 11, Wednesday with the start of
the T20I series. Both teams had met in the
T20 World Cup group stages this year,
where Australia were able to beat England
convincingly. England will be without
their usual captain Jos Buttler, who is out
with a calf injury.Instead of Buttler, Phil
Salt will be tasked with leading the team
against an upbeat Aussies side, who
thrashed Scotland 3-0 recently away from
home. Different players stepped up for
Australia during the series against
Scotland and they will be hoping for a
similar result against their arch-rivals.
England will be witnessing a transition
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Long spells in Chennai league, skill camp at NCA: How
Manav Suthar gof reudy for Duleep Trophy

Palani Amarnath.

"It was a brilliant spell," recalls Amarnath.
"We wanted to sign him last year but he §
said he will not be available for the
second half, which coincides with IPL.
For us, it is crucial to have our main | =
players during that stage of the
tournament. Last year, he was not
available but this year, we signed him. A [}
bowler like that will be impactful for any
team, but for us, we did not have an
experienced left-arm spinner — B
Aaditya is an up-and-coming
spinner.That (spell against Vijay CC) was
a massive confidence boost; that he could
make a difference for us," the former Tamil

"I was focusing on how I can
deceive the batters in flight or
get some turn from the wicket,"
says Suthar. "I started slowing
down so that I can get some
purchase off the pitch, give some
flight and deceive the batter. 1
varied the pace and focused on
it. In the second innings, it was
about making the most of the
help I got from the pitch. Axar
bhai was batting well and I didn't
want to bowl any loose balls and
keep hitting the good balls," he
adds.

The wickets came in a cluster in the second

w«The 22-year-old left-arm spinner
took seven wickets in the second
innings, helping India C beat India

D in the opening round
—

CHENNALI. Manav Suthar is the talk of Indian
cricket. The left-arm spinner, playing for
India C, took record figures of 7/49 in the
second innings — best by anyone on Duleep
Trophy debut — helping his team beat India

experience on patta wickets, setting fields

period, with the likes of Jonny Bairstow,

D in Anantapur last week. While the 22-
year-old from Rajasthan is highly rated

Nadu cricketer adds.

and was keen on learning. Not many do
that," says Amarnath.

innings as Suthar removed Padikkal, Ricky

Moeen Ali and Chris Jordan being among the fraternity as one for the future, his  For Suthar, the objective was simple. To getas ~ After the four games in Chennai, he attendeda ~ Bhui, KS Bharat and Axar one after another.

dropped. Moeen went on to retire from
international cricket recently.England vs
Australia: Schedule

All the matches will have an Indian start
timeof 11 PM.

First T201: September 11 at The Rose Bowl,
Southampton

AUSTRALIF

Second T20I: September 13 at Sophia
Gardens, CardiffThird T20I: September
15 at Emirates Old Trafford, Manchester

England vs Australia: Head-to-
HeadEngland and Australia have faced
each other 24 times in T20Is with both
teams being level at 11-11. Two contests
ended in no results. When it comes to
matches in England, Australia have won
just 2 out of 9 with one being a no-
result.England vs Australia: Playing
XlsAustralia are yet to announce their
playing side for the first match in
Southampton while England announced
their team on Tuesday. England have 3
debutants in their lineup for the game in
the form of Jordan Cox, Jacob Bethell and
Jamies Overton.England playing XI: Phil
Salt (c and wk), Will Jacks, Jordan Cox,
Liam Livingstone, Jacob Bethell, Sam
Curran, Jamie Overton, Jofra Archer, Adil
Rashid, Saqib Mahmood, Reece
TopleyEngland vs Australia:
SquadsEngland: Phil Salt (c), Jofra
Archer, Jacob Bethell, Brydon Carse,
Jordan Cox, Sam Curran, Josh Hull, Will
Jacks, Liam Livingstone.

Rohit Sharma reveals goofy
1% side apart from rigorous
training in Insta post

New Delhi Team India captain Rohit Sharma
revealed his goofy 1% side apart from
indulging in training 99% of the time. He
hopped on the viral Instagram trend, where
people reveal their 99% and rest 1% side.
The first half showed Rohit engaging in
rigorous workout and training hard at the
gym with the caption being "Works out -99%
oftime". The next half of the video was Rohit
being all goofy and entertaining and teasing
his gym-mates and laughing his heart out.
The reel perfectly described the captain's
mood, which could be really intense on the

field and, at the same time, he could channel
his inner Mumbaikar and be playful.Rohit
has been training hard at the gym ahead of
the big home season. The 37-year-old will be
leading India's squad for the 2-match Test
series against Bangladesh. Rohit, alongside

Virat Kohli, Ravichandran Ashwin and

Jasprit Bumrah, did not feature in the first

round of the Duleep Trophy 2024. Rohit

enjoyed his time off from cricket after the
conclusion of the Sri Lanka tour in early

August. Apart from spending much-needed

quality time with family, Rohit was spotted

gyming and gaining fitness.The Bangladesh
series would mark the return of Rohit,
alongside Virat Kohli and Jasprit Bumrah in
whites. Rohit would be aiming for full fitness
and form ahead of the two and three match
series respectively, against Bangladesh and

New Zealand at home. However, his biggest

assignment as Test captain would be leading

India on their tour to Australia for 5-match

Test series, starting in November.The

Mumbai batter scored 4137 runs so far in 59

Tests atan average 0f45.46 with 12 hundreds

and 17 fifties.

For the Bangladesh series, Shreyas Iyer was a
key omission from the Test squad with Yash
Dayal getting maiden India call-up.

India squad for 1st Test against Bangladesh

Rohit Sharma (C), Yashasvi Jaiswal, Shubman

Gill, Virat Kohli, KL Rahul, Sarfaraz Khan,

Rishabh Pant (WK), Dhruv Jurel (WK), R

Ashwin, R Jadeja, Axar Patel, Kuldeep

Yadav, Mohd. Siraj, Akash Deep, Jasprit

Bumrah, Yash Dayal.

impressive show in the opening round of
Duleep Trophy comes after the hard work he
put in over the last couple of months.About a
week after the 2024 Indian Premier League
(IPL) got over, Suthar, who played one
match for Gujarat Titans, was in Chennai,
turning up for Grand Slam CC in the TNCA I
Division Raja of Palayampatti Shield. As he
did in the Duleep Trophy, Suthar did not take
long to make an impression. In their very
first match against Vijay CC, Suthar took
8/67, giving immense confidence, not just to
himself, but also to his teammates and coach

much match-time as possible and bowl long
spells. That is exactly what he did. In four
matches, he sent down 144.5 overs and took
18 wickets while bowling over 25 overs in
four of the six innings. The way he gave his
everything for Grand Slam CC left an
impression on Amarnath."Despite being an
outstation player, he took most of the
workload and it was clear that he was going
to play his cricket like this wherever he went.
His efforts to bowl better on such wickets
and plans were visible. More than us signing
him for our needs, he had come for bowling

skill camp at the National Cricket Academy,
working with former India cricketer Sairaj
Bahutule. All this experience came in handy
when he took the field against aggressive
batters like Shreyas Iyer, Devdutt Padikkal
and Axar Patel. A classical left-arm spinner
with repeatable action, Suthar needed his
time to adjust on a surface that aided pacers,
especially on Day One. While he was
bowling in the early 90KPHs during the first
innings, Suthar soon realised the need to
slow down and focus on not giving any bad
balls to Axar who was trying to take him on.

AFG vs NZ: Persistent rain in Greater Noida
washes out play on Duy 3 of the Test

New Delhi The Day 3 of the one-off Test

between Afghanistan and New Zealand has
been called off due to heavy rain at the
Greater Noida Sports Complex Ground,
Greater Noida on Wednesday, September
11. As a result, the historic maiden Test
between the two teams saw no play for the
third successive day.Notably, overnight
rains in the city had massively deteriorated
the conditions at the venue for the first two
days of the match and couldn’t be prepared
for play despite witnessing no rain in the
morning. The rains left several puddles of

water on the ground which the ground staff

tried their best to remove but to no
avail.However, Day 3 painted an even more
worrying picture as the entire ground was
under covers due to incessant rainfall at the
venue since early morning. With more rain
predicted throughout the day, the officials
had no choice butto call offthe day’s play for
the third day as well.Both New Zealand and
Afghanistan teams didn’t even arrive at the

venue on Days 2 and 3. Meanwhile, the
preparedness of Noida Sports Complex
Ground to host an international Test match
came under question on the first two days as
the game couldn’t get underway despite no
rain in the morning.The groundstaff had
limited covers to protect the playing area and
hence the major part of the playing field was
exposed to the heavy rainfall, the city has
been witnessing over the past few

days.Notably, the Greater Noida Sports
Complex Ground has hosted 11
international matches so far as it has served
as the home ground for the Afghanistan
Cricket Team since 2017. The venue has
hosted six T20Is and five ODIs so far and
the ongoing Test is its first.No Blame
Games on anyone confirms Afghanistan
Cricket BoardAfghanistan Cricket Board
(ACB) International Cricket Manager
praised the efforts of the ground staff and
said that it’s extremely bad luck that the
game couldn’t get underway.“There’s no
blame games at all on anyone, it’s extremely
bad luck. Everybody has worked so hard but
the reality is that for Day 3, we will have no
play,” said the Manager as quoted by ACB in
their video.Meanwhile, the forecast for the
remaining two days of the game isn’t too
favourable either and the match could
possibly turn out to be the eighth Test in the
history of the game to be abandoned without
aball being bowled.

Brendon McCuIIum hails Jos Buttler as
England's greutes’r white-hall player’

New Delhi England’s new white-ball head
coach Brendon Mccullum has hailed
captain Jos Buttler as the greatest ever
white-ball player to play for the country.
Notably, McCullum, who’s serving as
England’s Test head coach since June 2022,

recently took over the duties of the white- )

ball teams as well, is contract extended until
the end 0£2027.

Recently, McCullum spoke highly of England
white-ball skipper, hailing him on his
remarkable career. The former New Zealand
cricketer also called him the greatest white-
ball player to don the England jersey and
said that he has nothing left to prove."I think
Jos has had an unbelievable career. If he
were to retire tomorrow, he goes down as
arguably the greatest white-ball player
England has ever had. He has nothing left to
prove," McCullum told Sky Sports.Buttler
has been one of the finest players in the
limited overs format for the past few years
as he played a pivotal role in Englan’s ODI

World Cup 2019 triumph with a magnificent
59 in the final. He further took over the reins
from Eoin Morgan and led the team to their
second T20 World Cup victory in 2022.

However, England are now going through a

transition period after they failed to defend
their ODI and T20 World Cup crowns and
are looking to bring in some fresh talent to
begin another era of dominance in
international cricket.

McCullum acknowledges England's thirst

for change

McCullum also acknowledged England’s
‘thirst for change’ and the need of bringing
some fresh faces into the national side.

"I think there is a thirst for change. The one-
day and T20 teams have been incredibly
successful. It is in need of refreshing and
bringing in some of that new talent which
has probably been inspired by the very
people that they are going to end up
replacing,” he added.McCullum will take
over the England white-ball setup from
January 2025 ahead of the India tour in the

lead up to the ICC Champions Trophy 2025.

Until then, Marcus Trescothick will step in

as the Interim Head Coach for England’s

upcoming series against Australia and the
tour of the Caribbean later this year. England
will take on Australia in a three-match T20I

series beginning from September 11

followed by a five-match ODI series

beginning from September 19. Phil Salt will
lead the England T20I side as Jos Buttler
misses out due to a calfinjury.

Padikkal, who scored a fifty, looked set for a
big score, but Suthar had his plan to counter
the Karnataka left-hander. "For left-handers,
I got some help from footmarks. It was a
little out, so I was bowling fast into it so that
the batter doesn't have much time like
Padikkal even if he went on back foot and
should not have much time. That was the
focus while using my arm ball in between
once in a while."It worked as the ball turned
sharply off the footmarks, took Padikkal's
gloves and lobbed towards Ruturaj Gaikwad
at first slip.

0TD 2007: Chris Gayle gets
120 World Cup off the mark

with a breathtaking hundred

New Delhi On 11th September 2007, the

world got introduced to the T20 behemoth
named Christopher Henry Gayle, who
laid the foundation of the success of
cricket’s newest format with a
breathtaking hundred in the inaugural
edition of its World Cup. Batting in just
his fourth T20I, Gayle had no qualms
whatsoever in taking down a South
African bowling attack spearheaded by
veterans Shaun Pollock and Makhaya
Ntini.The southpaw mercilessly thrashed
Proteas bowlers launching the ball into
the stands for fun with his thunderous
strikes at The Wanderers Stadium,

‘a‘_,, »
VST N

Johannesburg.

The crowd was seen running for a cover as

the West Indies opener diminished the
role of boundaries at the venue, sending
the ball soaring into the night sky leaving
the fans enthralled. What ensued on the 22
yards of land in Johannesburg gave the
perfect picture for what the T20 format
will mean for the fans in the years to
come, who were left swooned with the
fast-paced action offered by it. Gayle
would go on to become a pivotal figure in
the success of the format all over the globe
as he introduced his belligerent
strokeplay with a breathtaking 117 (57) vs
South Africa whacking seven fours and
ten sixes.

IND vs BAN: Time for KL Rahul to repay
selectors as India's busy Test season begins

wIndia vs Bangladesh: With

India's Test season set to begin,
KL Rahul's performance in the
upcoming Bangladesh series will
be crucial in solidifying his place
in the squad, especially with a
major tour of Australia looming
on the horizon.

UPDATED KL Rahul’s first-class career has
seen him craft several memorable innings on
challenging tracks, including the likes of
Lord’s and The Oval in London, and
Centurion in South Africa. However, despite
these impressive performances overseas, his
spot in India’s Test side has often come

scrutiny due to periodic

under
inconsistencies in domestic conditions.

Rahul’s last century in India came during the
2016 series against England, where he

scored a brilliant 199 in Chennai. His
form continued into early 2017 when he
notched six fifties in seven innings
during the Border-Gavaskar Trophy,
signaling his readiness for bigger
challenges as a Test opener. Yet, since
then, Rahul has appeared in just seven
Test innings on home soil, a puzzling
statistic for a player of his talent and
experience.As India prepares for the
upcoming Test season, starting with a
two-match series against Bangladesh on
September 19 in Chennai, all eyes will be
on KL Rahul. With a highly anticipated
tour of Australia on the horizon, Rahul’s
vast experience and proven ability in
overseas conditions could provide him an
edge in securing a place in India’s playing
XI.Rahul last featured in a Test match for
India in early 2024, against England in
Hyderabad, where he scored an impressive
86 before a quadriceps injury sidelined him.
Despite the highs and lows of his Test
career, Rahul’s 50 Test caps and his record
of excelling in difficult overseas conditions
make him a valuable asset for the Indian
team management. Seven of his eight Test

centuries have been scored overseas, at
iconic venues such as Lord’s, The Oval,
Sydney, and Centurion, where Rahul has
built a reputation for delivering under

pressure.Nevertheless, his overall Test
numbers paint a more complicated picture.
Across 50 matches, Rahul has accumulated
2,863 runs at an average of 34.08—solid,
but perhaps not the standout performance
the selectors may have hoped for. His form
has been inconsistent, with particular
struggles in 2018 and 2019 when his
average dipped into the 20s. Though he

However,

showed signs of resurgence in 2021,
averaging 46.10, his performances in 2022
and 2023 did not live up to the same
standard.So far in 2024, Rahul has played
just three Test innings, scoring 116 runs at
an average of 38.66. His recent return to
competitive cricket in the Duleep Trophy,
where he scored 37 and 57 for India A
against India B, offered promising signs
ahead of the Bangladesh series, giving him
crucial match practice after his injury
layoff.

KL Rahul's worrying record vs

Bangladesh

Rahul’s Test record against
Bangladesh raises concerns. The Karnataka
batter has managed only 69 runs at an
average of 11.50 in six innings, with a top
score of just 43. This underwhelming record
will only add to the pressure as he looks to
secure his place in the squad and silence his
critics.A senior BCCI official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, expressed
confidence in Rahul’s return. “In his last
three Tests, KL scored a century in South
Africa, one of the best Test innings in recent
memory, and 86 in Hyderabad.
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RN Says She Was 'So Nervous' To Star In
{ / A . . 2 N Y Fmilia Perez, Her First Spanish Film

‘. \ Selena Gomez's first Spanish-speaking film,
, Emilia Perez, made its grand premiere at the
o Toronto International Film Festival on Monday.
The 32-year-old singer-actress made a stunning
appearance at the event, looking gorgeous in a black
| sequined gown. Weeks after the first trailer came out,
Selena has finally spoken about her role in the musical
W drama. She also revealed why the film remains very
! pecial to her.
uring the Q& A session following the screening, Selena
- said, “It was actually really interesting because |
ultimately ended up getting to develop a character who is
very similar to myself.” The Only Murders in the
Building star plays Jessi Del Monte, the onscreen
} /s, 4 wife of drug cartel leader Emilia Perez
- ] 4 (Karla Sofia Gascon).
‘ ] | bo” She also went on to speak about
l'I / 4 h” T
\ , . i
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her personal connection to the
role, owing to her Latin
American roots. “And actually, I
believe a lot of Latinx
communities in America. | think it’s
also everywhere. But I'm just really,
really glad that we were able to make
her Latin American because that’s
who 1 am. I can understand when
anyone has a conversation but do not
ask me to answer. And I'm really grateful
though that we were able to pull that off,”
she said.
During the conversation, Selena also
admitted to being nervous while
working in the film, considering she
never acted in Spanish.The star was
also seen heaping praise on her director
Jacques Audiard, crediting him for the
whole idea of the film. “And I think it’s
really empowering and a unique story that
hasn’t ever quite been told like this. So I'm
really honored to be a part of something that’s
making an impact already and hopefully will
continue to do so,” she told Access Hollywood on
the red carpet.Directed by Audiard, the film also stars
Zoe Saldana and Adriana Paz alongside Selena and Gascon.
It tells the story of a cartel leader in Mexico who fakes her own
death to live as her true self. Netflix released the film’s trailer on
..~ August26, giving a glimpse into the tale of four women.
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Kajal Aggarwa

Joins Salman Khan, Rashmika Mandann

Starrer Sikandar? Here’s What We Knof

Salman Khan and Rashmika Mandanna are all set to share the screen in an action drama ™ /
Sikandar. The shooting is going on in full swing. And now a report is coming in that Kajal
Aggarwal has joined the cast. Filmfare has reported that the details of her role have been kept
under wraps.Filmfare reported that actress Kajal Aggarwal has come on board Sikandar. She
will be joining the stellar cast of Salman Khan, Rashmika Mandanna, Sathyaraj, and Prateik
Babbar in a pivotal role. Earlier, Bollywood Hungama reported that Salman Khan and
Rashmika Mandanna will head to Europe by the end of this year to shoot a few songs. “Pritam
has composed two chartbusters for Sikandar and producer Sajid Nadiadwala plans to shoot
itonabigscale in Europe. The recce is presently underway and the exact locations will be
locked soon. Sajid is confident to deliver a chartbuster album with Salman Khan and
Pritam, yet again after Kick,” a source told the portal.

The film was announced
this Eid and is slated for
release next Eid. Not
long back, Pinkvilla
exclusively reported that
Salman Khan has ‘
resumed filming despite

a rib injury, with a photo i

of him recently going

viral on social media.

According to the portal,

the film’s team is

currently working on a

meticulously designed

set depicting Dharavi »
and Matunga, costing

around Rs 15 crore. The

shooting schedule will last I

45 days before the crew moves to a palace in Hyderabad for the next phase. Despite his

injury, Salman Khan is committed to his role and performing with full dedication.Sikandar

also represents AR Murugadoss’s highly anticipated return to Hindi cinema after an eight-
year hiatus following Akira (2016). This film also reunites Salman Khan with producer Sajid
Nadiadwala, a duo known for their blockbuster successes such as Kick, Judwaa, and Mujhse Shaadi
Karogi.
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Bobby Deol Says 'It Took A Long
Time' To Get Close To Sunny Deol,
Dharmendra: 'Had 2 Father Figures'

Bobby Deol often expresses his fondness for his older
brother Sunny Deol and father Dharmendra on
social media. However, their relationship was not as
friendly when Bobby was younger. The actor
mentioned that growing up, he felt like he had two
fathers and it took a while to get friendly with Sunny
and Dharmendra.Appearing on the Humans of
Bombay YouTube channel, the actor said, “There’s a
big age difference between me and my brother. He’s
the eldest and I'm the youngest. So, he’s always
treated me like a son. He's always been protective
about me, he’s always correcting me and saying that
[ get the best. It took a long time for me to get close to
him, to become a friend. I had two father figures in
my house,” Bobby said.

Speaking about Dharmendra being a strict dad, he
said, “That was normal then. It was also because my
dad came from a small town. The society, and the
culture, and the way people thought and lived was
very different in small towns. The city changes your
whole life. His dad was always strict with him, so it
came naturally to him. My dad wasn’t strict, but he
was never a friend while growing up. He was very
busy, he was always at work. I would get to see him
only for a few hours, and that would also be late at
night or early in the morning.”

However, things have changed for the better now.
Bobby said, “When you're growing up, you get
confused between respect and being scared. But it
wasn’t being scared. It was respect, but we didn’t
know how to communicate easily with our parents.
But the story has changed now. The whole thing is
reversed. They’ve become older, so vulnerable. You
have to look after them. Things change, that’s the
circle of life."Meanwhile, on the work front, Bobby
Deol’s role as Abrar Haque in Animal marked a
strong comeback in his career. Despite limited
screen time, his portrayal of the menacing antagonist
was highly praised by both fans and critics. His
ability to convey intensity with minimal dialogue
has been a standout moment in his career.

Ankita Lokhande and Vicky Jain Get
'Hot and Sassy' In New Cozy Clip

Actress Ankita Lokhande and her husband Vicky
Jain on Tuesday have set the internet on fire, with
their *hot and sassy’ photoshoot, giving major
couple goals to their fans. Taking to Instagram,
Ankita, who has 5.3 million followers on the
photo-sharing application, has shared a Reel video
in which we can see her wearing a black blazer
with a deep neckline, and paired it with a matching
short frill skirt.She has opted for a natural makeup
look, her hair tied in a neat ponytail, and rounded
off the look with stud earrings and black heels.
Vicky looked dapper in a white tee-shirt, matching
blazer and trousers. The video shows the couple
holding close to each other and posing for the
lenses. The clip further shows ‘the stills’ of Ankita
posing in a bathtub. She captioned it as: “We wrote
‘hot and sassy’ as our middle names™.

A fan commented: “Easily the hottest couple out
there”. Another user said: “That was hottt”. A user
wrote: “Slayyyy”.On the personal front, Ankita
tied the knot with businessman Vicky on
December 14, 2021, in a traditional ceremony in
Mumbai.On the work front, the couple had
participated in the controversial reality show ‘Bigg
Boss 17°.

They are currently seen in ‘Laughter Chefs-
Unlimited Entertainment’. The show also stars
Krushna Abhishek, Rahul Vaidya, Karan Kundrra,
Nia Sharma, Jannat Zubair Rahmani, Reem
Shaikh, Sudesh Lehri, and Kashmera Shah. It is
hosted by Bharti Singh, and judged by chef Harpal
Singh Sokhi, and airs on Colors.

Ankita made her acting debut in 2009 with the role of
Archana in ‘Pavitra Rishta’. The show starred
actor Sushant Singh Rajput as Manav. She has also
been a part of *Ek Thhi Naayka’, ‘Jhalak Dikhhla
Jaa 4°, and ‘Comedy Circus Ka Naya Daur’.
Ankita made her Bollywood debut with the 2019
historical biographical action drama
*‘Manikarnika: The Queen of Jhansi’, based on the
life of Rani Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi. The 39-year-old
was last seen in the movie ‘Swatantrya Veer
Savarkar’, based on the life of Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar. It is directed, co-written, and co-
produced by Randeep Hooda, who also essayed
the titularrole.
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