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National interest, balance
of power continue to
reign supreme

DURING a recent dialogue on ‘A Global Order in
Churn: Seeking Solutions’ and their implications
in the contemporary strategic context, a stray
reference to two books written in the early and
mid-1990s prompted a think.

These books were The End of History and the Last
Man (1992) by American political scientist
Francis Fukuyama and The Clash of Civilisations
and the Remaking of World Order (1996) by
Samuel P Huntington.Fukuyama’s book was a
sequel to a 1989 article that he wrote in a
magazine called National Interest a couple of
months before the collapse of the Berlin Wall. He
argued that “What we may be witnessing is not
just the end of the Cold War, or the passing of a
particular period of post-war history, but the end
of history as such: that is, the end point of
mankind’s ideological evolution and the
universalisation of Western liberal democracy as
the final form of human government...”

Essentially, what he argued was that the Western
liberal and democratic model would be the
default option of the global order in the years and
decades ahead.On the other hand, Huntington
argued in his book that the epoch of ideology had
reached an inflection point, and thereafter,
humankind would regress into an age delineated
by cultural conflict all over again. In his
hypothesis, he argued that, henceforth, the
primary axis of conflict would be along cultural
trajectories.He postulated that the template of
diverse civilisations as the pinnacle of cultural
distinctiveness would evolve into a progressively
efficacious matrix in analysing both the potential
for conflict and the genesis of actual conflict. In a
1993 Foreign Affairs article, he prophesised
about ‘the clash of civilisations’ by submitting
that “This is not to advocate the desirability of
conflicts between civilisations. It is to set forth
descriptive hypothesis as to what the future may
be like.”Both Fukuyama and Huntington were
gazing into the crystal ball, trying to predict the
ebb and flow of historical and Westphalian
impulses in shaping the post-communist world
order that had led to a unique situation of
unipolarity in international affairs, with the US
emerging as the only hegemon after the
dismemberment of the Soviet Union, the collapse
of its Eastern European satellite states that
brought about an end to ‘bloc politics’ that had
characterised the post-World War II global
milieu.

Imost three decades later, how did both these
seminal treatises measure up in predicting the
train of global events since their publication in the
1990s. This becomes especially relevant at a point
in time when, after the end of World War II,
humankind is witness to a three-continent conflict
playing itself out concurrently. These battles are
the Russia-Ukraine War that began in February
2022, the Israecl-Hamas conflict that broke out in
October last year and the rise of China over the
past three decades that has attained portentous
overtones in large parts of the world beyond the
immediate Chinese realms in North Asia,
Southeast Asia and South Asia.

Rewinding to September 11,2001, when semi-state
actors put the only omnipresent hyper power in
the world, the US, on notice by crashing
passenger-filled jet liners into the World Trade
Centre, liberal democracy certainly has not
emerged as the global choice.The events of 9/11
opened a new chapter in global affairs, wherein
the ‘war on terror’ became the new buzzword to
invade nation-states that were tyrannical in their
disposition but by no stretch of imagination It
directly involved in the events that took place on
that tragic September morning in New York. The
invasion of the Taliban-controlled Afghanistan,
codenamed Operation Enduring Freedom, on
October 7, 2001, was not a clash of civilisations
but a tactical attempt to get even with the
masterminds of 9/11, namely the Osama bin
Laden-led Al-Qaeda that had.

Qur expectations of good conduct are far higher for judges than for politicians. Politicians can and do get

IMAGES are as powerful as oral messages, often more
so. One can play with words, retract or deny. A
picture, however, is a plain reflection which captures
the moment. Just like Omar Khayyam’s phrase “the
moving finger writes and having writ moves on”, so
too can one say that “the picture has been clicked and
once clicked the subjects cannot move out”.

Many comments have been made on the photograph of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi participating in
Ganpati Puja at the residence of Chief Justice of India
DY Chandrachud. It is likely that this arose from a
polite invitation which was responded to, and the
heads of the executive and the judiciary conducted
themselves with propriety when they met. It is
unlikely that any conversation would have transpired
which should cause us alarm.Nevertheless, the dust
does not settle easily, and perfect equanimity does not
attend this image. There is a constitutional distance
that must be maintained between the judiciary and
the executive; the doctrine of separation of powers
creates a wall between the two. Checks and balances
are the stuff of democracy, but they are to be had only
if the parties stand some distance apart and not
chummily close to each other. In a democracy, the
judiciary is the watchdog, the sentinel on the qui vive.
It is the guardian and enforcer of the Constitution; it
tempers the mighty State and makes it responsive to
the plea of the hapless citizen. All this implies an
elevation and a distancing; only if these two are there
can we have the picture of the one who does not spare
the rod when the other gets out of hand.

Judges and ministers are not supposed to be friends.
There have been earlier instances when prime
ministers have spoken of cordial relations between
the executive and judicial branches and have been
promptly corrected by Chief Justices, who pointedly
referred to the need for a certain tension between the

The big question, of course, is whether Jammu will

INDIA is nurturing the grand ambition of '
becoming a global hub of semiconductor =
manufacturing. The ongoing Semicon India
2024 conference in Greater Noida is showcasing
the country’s semiconductor strategy and policy.
PM Narendra Modi’s catchy remark — ‘the
chips are never down in India’ — is an open
invitation to industry stakeholders to make big-
ticket investments here. Indeed, India’s growth
story is worth betting on, but the government’s ¢
sustained support will be required to fulfil the [ 753
PM’s promise of providing an integrated |
ecosystem to international players.

power the contemporary world. Chips are
everywhere — be it smartphones, cars, washing
machines, pacemakers or aeroplanes. That’s
why this is a highly competitive field. Taiwan,
which is home to thousands of semiconductor-
related companies and has a robust end-to-end supply

BJP can't afford to take Jammu for granted

THE GREAT GAME: This large and unwieldy region may tip the balance in the upcoming Assembly elections

THE national highway from Jammu to Kathua is

peppered with one-liner BJP hoardings that seek to
drive home simple ‘before’ and ‘after’ messages
between 2014 — when the former state last voted, to
the situation today — when the Union Territory goes
to the polls again in a few days, after a whole decade.

Dark images of smoke, flailing hands and burning

cars on one side of the hoardings have been
juxtaposed with bright, shiny pictures that hope to
symbolise hope and prosperity. A photo of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, central to the BIP’s
advertising campaign, is splashed right across the
frame.Matam-Swagatam. Dar-Nidar. Shanti-
Ashanti. And then the line, “shanti, sthirta aur
vikas/Jammu ko Modi par vishwas.” Peace,
stability and progress. That’s why Jammu believes
in Mo

believe in Modi as well as the BJP’s local
candidates staking their claim to 43 constituencies
in this large and unwieldy region south of the Pir
Panjal — although these Assembly elections are
being fought for the first time in an altered,
rejigged landscape after the recent delimitation of
constituencies added six more seats to the region.
Another five candidates will be nominated to the
new Assembly — making up a total of 95 MLAs,
compared to 87 before.Saam. Daam. Dand. Bhed.
In this part of the world, where the international
boundary with Pakistan is within spitting
distance, all of Chanakya’s ancient wisdom that
bespeaks endearment, bribery, punishment and
betrayal are certainly being employed by all
political parties to win the affections of the people.
For the BJP, which won 25 seats in 2014, all from
Jammu — but failed to get any from the Valley —
the stakes are clearly enormous.

On the streets, there is confusion. If the “hum ko kya

mila” war cry is allowed to further fester in the heart
of pro-BJP Jammu, which votes on October 1, it
might just tear down the fortress. Voters are dealing
with the daily nightmare of awful traffic (Nitin
Gadkari’s ministry is building bridges and new
flyovers), while ‘smart city’ promises of covering
open drains and cleaning up garbage dumps haven’t
materialised. Pensions are delayed and government
scheme beneficiaries find it difficult to negotiate
faceless online processes which constantly break
down — and then you have to bribe the same old

is no exaggeration to say that semiconductors

people, anyway.

Moreover, the rest of India is travelling to the Valley in

search of the latest Insta memory in its tulip gardens,
summer on the Dal and winter in Gulmarg-
Pahalgam. Everyone’s bypassing Jammu — 15 out
of 25 trains, packed with tourists, go straight to the
Vaishno Devi temple in Katra. Business is slow. The
fear of the outsider is both real and unreal, especially
because the few corporates wanting to invest here
are still hesitating to invest large sums. Even the two
spanking new AIIMS hospitals, one IIM and IIT
were promised during the BJP-PDP government
that lasted from 2015 to 2018.None of this is new.

Jammu is discovering today what UP and Bihar
have known forever — that politicians promise
things and then disappear into thin air. But of course
Jammu doesn’t like being treated like a poor, second
cousin.This very real problem, the acute and
palpable disconnect between the BJP leadership and That’s why the coming elections, hard-fought on the

its flock, can be fixed, of course, but the question is
whether it’s already too late. (It helps the BJP that
the Congress-National Conference alliance is either
in deep disarray in these parts or doesn’t exist
altogether.) The question over how much RSS
ideologue Ram Madhav can do — he who had been
instrumental in negotiating the BJP-PDP alliance,
was subsequently mothballed by the Modi
government and only recently pulled out of that
offending corner — is a real one. PM Modi’s rallies
across the UT over the next few days, the party

Chip challenge

Competitive field makes India’s task tough

chain, is the global numero uno. Among the other leading
nations are South Korea, Japan, the US and China. The

The wall between judiciary, executive must not fall

government and the court and the constitutional
requirement of the latter acting as a check on the
former. Only thus is the constitutional balance
maintained.The problem is one of precedent.
Granted that there was no lack of a good motive on
the part of the inviter and the invitee, yet the test to be
applied is how this would look on a larger, repetitive
scale. Would we feel comfortable if ministers and
judges freely mix with one another at religious
functions? And then why stop at religious functions,
why not social functions too? Let’s not get into
private dinners. Once the line breaks, the natural
order of things is that it will break again and
again.More than anybody else, judges are aware of
the power of precedent. One breaks the ranks and
accepts to become a governor virtually under the

Home Ministry, and lo and behold, after several P

years, another does, and this time there is less protest,
Good conventions require much effort in their
making, but the reverse is true of breaches, as in a
dyke, one breach will occasion several more.

The problem is also one of perception. The judiciary is
no stranger to the axiom that justice must not only be
done but must be seen to be done. Similarly, the
separation of powers involves barriers and distancing
and this must be seen to be erected and to exist not
just in the performance of official functions but every
moment. Conformity to convention will not draw
comment, but dissonance will get magnified. That is
why those holding high offices must be particularly
circumspect in the public imagery that they send
forth. Ultimately, in these things, it is not for the high

desperately hopes, will help it turn the corner.

The question is why. Did the BJP take Jammu for

granted, like an ageing, uncomplaining wife,
precisely because Jammu had always voted in its
favour? Both parties know that this is the heart of the
ideological battle, the fire-burn that has for decades
churned the heart of Hindutva.

When Bharatiya Jan Sangh ideologue Syama Prasad

Mookerjee died allegedly of a heart attack in June
1953 at Lakhanpur, he was trying to enter Jammu to
protest the implementation of Article 370 by the
immensely powerful and charismatic duo of
Jawaharlal Nehru and Sheikh Abdullah. That Article
had constituted a reassurance to the
Muslim-majority Kashmiri population —
which had chosen to reject the two-nation
theory by rejecting Pakistan and acceding
to India — that they would be safe in a
Hindu-majority India.

i Mookerjee’s death stirred the RSS-BJP into
=~ making the abrogation of Article 370 part
of its core ideology, but the debate would
soon, more or less, falter into history. The
rest of India had so much else to do. There
it would lie, unclaimed, until Modi, in
August 2019, decided to permanently
banish the argument. Article 370 was
abrogated because the RSS-BJP believed
that Hindu-majority Jammu deserved
better than to play second fiddle to the
Kashmiri Muslim elite that was
predominant in the Valley.Jammu had
always held up its side of the bargain. It celebrated
on the streets when Article 370 was revoked — in
contrast, as we all know, the Valley was shut down,
the Internet was shut down, protests were
disallowed and political leaders arrested.

ground, constituency by constituency, mohalla by
mobhalla, village by village, are so important. Will
Jammu give the BJP what it wants — enough seats it
can use as a lever to negotiate a return to power in the
newly refurbished Jammu & Kashmir? Or will it
have to settle for less, with the region telling its
mentors to go back and play by different rules. To
bury Article 370 forever, but to also reach across the
ideological divide and join the Valley and Plains
together. To bridge the Himalayan gap. To recharge
the whole of Jammu & Kashmir.

Covid-19 pandemic slowed down the manufacture
of semiconductors, particularly in Taiwan and
China. Amid these large-scale disruptions, India
got its foot in the door by launching the ISM (India
Semiconductor Mission) in 2021. A critical lesson
from the pandemic was that the global supply
chain should be diversified.

India is eyeing a bigger piece of the pie, but the road
ahead is going to be anything but easy. Even as
Asian nations are wooing investors with
incentives, the US is projected to triple its
domestic semiconductor manufacturing capacity
by 2032, a decade after the CHIPS and Science Act
was enacted. Beyond the optimism and hyperbole,
India needs to set clear-cut timelines for achieving
its goals. Ease of doing business holds the key to
attracting long-term investments. India’s
semiconductor ecosystem is no doubt at an early
stage, and there should be no reluctance to learn

from other countries’ experience.

away with things much more easly.

and mighty to be satisfied that nothing is amiss. We
must come lower to meet the eyes of the common
man. The law affords a particular place of importance
to this person who has no real shape (save in RK
Laxman’s drawings) but comes alive in the books of
law. He represents the public at large, those whose
good opinion one must secure for governance to be
said to be good. If one pictures this little man, can one
see him sanguine or would we see him perplexed and
a little troubled on seeing this photograph? That’s the
simple test, and at the end of the day it is this test that
matters. There are critical comments about the Chief
Justice having invited the Prime Minister, but surely
the PM also has the duty to uphold conventions and
respect propriety. That said, it is the judiciary which
is more damaged if the contact is looked at askance.
This is because our expectations of good conduct are
far higher for judges than for politicians. Part of the
reason we surrender to them the power of deciding
between right and wrong is because they are
upholders of right, convention and propriety.
oliticians can and do get away with things much more
easily; what would occasion the raising of eyebrows
with respect to a judge will not cause a flicker with
respect to a politician. Society needs these fine
upholders of high values — and these values — to be
on constant display. There is no need for excessive
criticism or alarm and one should not read too much
into this incident; yet, it is best if everyone learns a
cautionary lesson from it. Our codes of conduct can
be written, but it is in observance that the tone is set
and the lesson ingrained. Of legal luminaries Motilal
Setalvad and CK Daphtary it was said that when they
were around, there was no need for a code of conduct;
one had to just ask what they would have done in the
circumstances. That is what we require today of our
men and women holding high judicial offices.
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Adani Wins Bid to Supply
6,600 MW of Electricity, Rs

4.08/unit Tariff Beats JSW,
Torrent: Report

New Delhi Adani group has won a bid to supply 6,600
MW of bundled renewable and thermal power to
Maharashtra for the long term after its quote of Rs 4.08
per unit beat the likes of JSW Energy and Torrent Power,
sources said.Its bid for the bundled renewable and
thermal energy supply for 25 years was almost a rupee
lower than the cost at which Maharashtra currently
procures electricity and will help meet future electricity
requirements of the state, two sources with direct
knowledge of the matter said.Supplies are to start in 48
months from the date of award of the letter of intent.

As per the bid conditions, Adani Power will supply solar
power at a fixed cost of Rs 2.70 per unit throughout the
entire supply period, while that from coal will be
indexed to coal prices.

Maharashtra State Electricity Distribution Company
(MSEDCL), in March, floated a unique tender for
sourcing 5,000 MW of electricity generated from
sunlight and 1,600 MW of power generated from
coal.That tender was floated just ahead of the model
code of conduct for the Lok Sabha elections kicking in,
and it was awarded to Adani before the announcement
of the assembly elections in the state.The tender
combined solar power with thermal electricity to meet
peak energy demand and that during non-solar hours
(like night hours or monsoon/winter months).

It gave equal energy weightage to electricity generated
from renewable energy and that from coal. Bidders were
asked to quote a unified tariff for the supply of 6,600
MW of electricity (5,000 MW from solar and 1,600 MW
from thermal).Adani Power quoted Rs 4.08 per unit to
win the contract, according to sources said.

Its bid compares to Rs 4.36 per unit quoted by the second
lowest bidder, JSW Energy, and Rs 4.70 per unit
average procurement cost of Maharashtra last year.

Nayara Energy Sees 14%
Rise in Domestic Fuel Sales,
Exports Drop

New Delhi Nayara Energy, India’s largest private fuel
retailer, posted a 14.3 per cent rise in fuel sales for the
second quarter of the 2024 calendar year, while exports
dropped as the firm met rising local demand for fuel. In
the April-June quarter, Nayara sold 75 per cent of all
diesel it produced at its Vadinar oil refinery in Gujarat
in the local Indian market and 60 per cent of its petrol
production locally, Nayara said.

Over the past few years, Nayara Energy has steadily built
its domestic business while expanding its fuel retailing
network strategically to underserved markets that
uphold the potential to fuel India’s growth.Retail diesel
sales rose 14 per cent to 2.08 million tonnes in April-
June from 1.82 million tonnes a year back, while
institutional business’ year-on-year growth was 23 per
cent, Nayara said.Similarly, retail petrol sales grew
14.7 per cent to 0.916 million tonnes in the second
quarter compared to 0.809 million tonnes a year
back.Nayara Energy owns the largest private retail
network with over 6,500 petrol pumps across India. Its
retail network is fully automated (99 per cent of petrol
pumps) for enhanced controls and standards,
enhancing mobility and connectivity within our
nation.The firm said over the last few years, it has
strategically expanded its network, with almost 35 per
cent of its fuel stations situated in Tier 3, 4 and 5 towns,
enabling mobility and spurring commerce.

“Nayara Energy’s positive sales momentum is the
reflection of its growing presence through the strategic
expansion of our fuel retail network,” it said.

After fulfilling domestic demand in India, surplus
products were exported by Nayara Energy —about 1.36
million tonnes (28 per cent of total sales), including jet
fuel, diesel and others, during April-June 2024.

Mcap of Nine of Top-10 Most
Valued Firms Jump Rs 2 Lakh

Crore; Bharti Airtel Sparkles

New Delhi. Nine of the top-10 most valued firms
together added Rs 2,01,552.69 crore in market
valuation last week, with Bharti Airtel stealing the
show, amid bullish investors’ sentiment in equities. Last
week, the BSE benchmark jumped 1,707.01 points or
2.10 per cent. The 30-share BSE Sensex hit its lifetime
high of 83,116.19 on Thursday.Bharti Airtel’s valuation
jumped Rs 54,282.62 crore to Rs 9,30,490.20 crore,
becoming the biggest gainer among the top-10
firms.The market capitalisation (mcap) of ICICI Bank
surged Rs 29,662.44 crore to Rs 8,80,867.09 crore.

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) added Rs 23,427.12

crore taking its valuation to Rs 16,36,189.63 crore.

The mcap of Hindustan Unilever soared Rs 22,438.6 crore
to Rs 6,89,358.33 crore and that of HDFC Bank zoomed
Rs22,093.99 crore to Rs 12,70,035.77 crore.

The market valuation of Infosys climbed Rs 17,480.49
crore to Rs 8,07,299.55 crore and that of ITC rallied Rs
15,194.17 crore to Rs 6,42,531.82 crore.

The valuation of Reliance Industries jumped Rs 9,878.19
crore to Rs 19,92,160.61 crore and that of State Bank of
India went up by Rs 7,095.07 crore to Rs 7,05,535.20
crore.However, the mcap of Life Insurance Corporation
of India (LIC) declined by Rs 3,004.38 crore to Rs
6,54,004.76 crore.Reliance Industries was leading the
chart of the top-10 most valued firms followed by TCS,
HDFC Bank, Bharti Airtel, ICICI Bank, Infosys, State
Bank of India, Hindustan Unilever, LIC and ITC.

Xiaomi, Motorola, Realme, and
OnePlus were involved in exclusive
phone launches in coordination
with Amazon and its affiliates,
breaking competition
laws.Similarly, a 1,696-page report
on Flipkart states that brands like
Samsung, Xiaomi, Motorola, Vivo,
Lenovo, and Realme engaged in
similar practices on Flipkart's
platform.The involvement of major

interest of consumers.

smartphone brands in this case could lead
to increased legal and compliance issues
for them. G.V. Siva Prasad, the additional
director general of the CCI, noted that
exclusivity in business goes against free
and fair competition and is not in the best

Although these findings are not yet public,
Reuters was the first to report the
accusations of anticompetitive behaviour
by these smartphone companies, which
are detailed in the CCI's reports dated
August 9. While Xiaomi declined to
comment, other smartphone makers,
Amazon, Flipkart, and the CCI have not

for exclusive models online.

Samsung and Xiaomi together

responded to requests for comments so
far.The reports from the CCI also
mentioned that Amazon and Flipkart
attempted to downplay the allegations,
but the investigation found that exclusive
launches were quite common on both
platforms. This practice has been a
concern for years, with small retailers
arguing that their businesses have been
harmed as customers preferred shopping

Counterpoint Research data shows that

nearly 36% of the Indian smartphone
market, with Vivo holding 19%. India's e-

Amazon, Flipkart and major smartphone
brands face antitrust heat: Report

NEW DELHI. The convenience of online
shopping has changed the way we buy
products, but it has also raised questions
about fair competition.Amazon and
Flipkart, along with major smartphone
brands like Samsung and Xiaomi, are
now facing antitrust scrutiny, reported
news agency Reuters.The Competition
Commission of India (CCI) has found
that these companies have been involved
in exclusive product launches on their
platforms, which may have restricted
competition and harmed smaller
businesses.Samsung, Xiaomi, and other
smartphone makers have allegedly
colluded with Amazon and Walmart-
owned Flipkart to launch products
exclusively on their platforms, a violation
of India's competition laws. A report by
the CCI, as seen by Reuters, highlights
that this practice not only hurt smaller
players but also gave an unfair advantage
to certain sellers and products.

The CCI's investigation into Amazon
resulted in a 1,027-page report, which
claims that the Indian units of Samsung,

commerce sector is growing rapidly,
with the market expected to reach over
$160 billion by 2028, up from Rs 57-60
billion in 2023, according to
consultancy firm Bain.The findings of
the investigation could be a significant
blow to Amazon and Flipkart,
especially in India, a key market where
they have already faced criticism from
small retailers. The CCI report also
noted that these e-commerce giants
used foreign investments to offer
discounted services like warehousing and
marketing to select sellers, further tilting
the playing field.Some smartphone
makers, including Xiaomi, Samsung,
OnePlus, Realme, and Motorola, have
been instructed to submit their financial
statements for the past three fiscal years to
the CCI, according to a document from
August 28.This move is part of the
ongoing investigation, which started in
2020 following a complaint by an affiliate
of the Confederation of All India Traders,
a retailer association representing 80
million members.

US Fed Might Cut 50 bps Stock

hold

Bajaj HO“Si“g Finallce lPO LlStmg on MondaYZ Market to Focus on US Interest Rate
GMP Indicates 120% Listing Gains tody

New Delhi The listing of Bajaj Housing

Finance’s shares is set to take place on
Monday, September 16. The IPO
listing on Monday is expected to
provide huge listing gains up to 120 per
cent to investors in just a day as
indicated by the latest grey market
premium (GMP). According to market
observers, Bajaj Housing Finance’s
unlisted shares are currently trading at
Rs 154 in the grey market, which is a
120 per cent premium.

The share allotment of the Bajaj Housing

Finance IPO has already been finalised.
Investors can check the allotment
status on the websites of BSE and NSE
as well as on the portal of registrar Kfin
Technologies.The Bajaj Housing
Finance PO, which was opened for
public subscription between
September 9 and September 11,
received a whopping 67.43 times
subscription garnering bids for
46,25,57,71,082 shares as against the
68,60,00,009 shares on offer. The price
band of the Rs 6,560-crore much-

awaited intial public offering was fixed
at Rs 66 to Rs 70 per share.Bajaj
Housing Finance IPO: GMP Today

According to market observers, unlisted

shares of Bajaj Housing Finance Ltd are
trading Rs 84 higher in the grey market
than its issue price. The Rs 84 grey
market premium or GMP means the

grey market is expecting a 120 per cent
listing gain from the public issue. The
GMP is based on market sentiments and
keeps changing.Bajaj Housing Finance
IPO: More Details

The proposed IPO comprises a fresh issue

of equity shares of up to Rs 3,560 crore
and an offer-for-sale (OFS) of equity
shares to the tune of Rs 3,000 crore by
parent Bajaj Finance.

The share sale is being conducted to

comply with the Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) regulations, which
require upper layer non-banking
finance companies to be listed on stock
exchanges by September 2025.

The company collected Rs 1,758 crore

from anchor investors ahead of its I[PO.
Among the anchor investors are
Government of Singapore, Abu Dhabi
Investment Authority, Fidelity, Morgan
Stanley, Nomura, Goldman Sachs, JP
Morgan India Investment Trust Plc,
SBI Life Insurance Company, ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance Company,
HDFC Mutual Fund (MF), Kotak
Mahindra MF, SBI MF, UTI MF and
Nippon India MF.Proceeds from the
fresh issue will be used to augment the
company’s capital base to meet future
capital requirements.

FPIs Inject Rs 27,856 Crore in Equities in September
2024 So Far on US Rate Cut Expectations

New Delhi Foreign investors have
infused Rs 27,856 crore in domestic
equities in the first fortnight this month,
owing to the resilience of the Indian
market and growing optimism around
the potential interest rate cut in the US.
Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) have
been consistently buying equities since
June. Before that, they pulled out Rs
34,252 crore in April-May.

With the focus shifting to the US Federal
Reserve’s decision on interest rates in
its upcoming FOMC meeting next
week, its outcome will likely play a
pivotal role in shaping the trajectory of
future FPIs investments in Indian
equities, Himanshu Srivastava,
Associate Director- Manager
Research, Morningstar Investment
Research India, said.According to the
data with the depositories, FPIs putina
net investment of Rs 27,856 crore into
equities this month (till September 13).

With this, FPIs’ investment in equities
reached Rs 70,737 crore so far this year.

VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment

Strategist, Geojit Financial Services,
has attributed two major reasons for
FPIs’ strong buying. First, there is a
consensus now that the US Fed will
start cutting rates from this month
onwards, pushing the US yields
down.Recent data showing US
inflation cooling for the fifth
consecutive month, hitting a 43-month
low of 2.5 per cent year-on-year in
August, has strengthened expectations
that the US Federal Reserve may
proceed with a rate cut at its upcoming
policy meeting. This will facilitate fund
flows from the US to emerging
markets.Secondly, the Indian market is

extremely resilient with strong
momentum and missing out on the
Indian market would be a bad strategy
for FPIs, he added.High valuations in
India, however, continue to be a “The
robust inflows are due to underlying
factors such as global confidence in
India’s economic outlook and the
government’s commitment to drive a
long-term growth story. FPIs are
encashing at the right time to tab the
Indian market amidst positive market
sentiments, political stability,
contributing to the rally,” Manoj
Purohit, Partner and leader, FS Tax, Tax
and Regulatory Services, BDO India,
said.Also, a series of regulatory
reforms aimed at streamlining the
process for FPI investments has further
uplifted investor sentiment.Apart from
equities, FPIs invested Rs 7,525 crore
in debt through the voluntary retention
route in the first two weeks of
September and Rs 14,805 crore in
government debt securities designated
under the Fully .

Decision This Week

New Delhi Even as the markets hit all-time high
last week on Thursday, the Indian equities
market the coming week will focus on the US
Fed’s interest rate decision on Wedensday. Apart
from this, a host of macroeconomic data from the
global front and trading activity of foreign
investors will also be focus areas, according to
analysts.

The Indian equity market had an exceptional last
week, with both the Nifty and Sensex hitting
their all-time high levels on Thursday. The BSE
benchmark breached the 83,000 level for the first
time on Thursday.“One of the most anticipated
events of the year is set to unfold this week with
the US Federal Open Market Committee
(FOMC) meeting scheduled for September 18th.
It is almost certain that this will mark the
beginning of an interest rate cut cycle in the US.
The general consensus is for a 25 basis points
(bps) rate cut, though some market participants
are speculating a more aggressive 50 bps
cut.Such a move would be a significant positive
trigger for global markets, particularly for
emerging markets like India, as it would likely
result in a weaker dollar and lower US yields,
spurring foreign inflows into Indian equities,”
said Santosh Meena, Head of Research,
Swastika Investmart Ltd.Additionally, Japan’s
inflation data is due on Friday, followed by the
Bank of Japan’s (BoJ) monetary policy
announcement, he said.“In addition to this, other
crucial factors that will influence market
sentiment include FII (Foreign Institutional
Investors) flows, the geopolitical landscape, and
crude oil prices,” Meena added.

“The outlook for the market will be guided by the
major domestic and global economic data such
as India’s WPI inflation, US industrial
production, US Fed interest rate decision, US
FOMC economic projections and US initial
jobless claims,” Palka Arora Chopra, Director,
Master Capital Services Ltd, said.

Last week, the BSE benchmark jumped 1,707.01
points or 2.10 per cent and the Nifty climbed
504.35 points or 2.02 per cent.“Looking ahead,
this week will be critical with the US Fed
meeting scheduled, and its outcome expected on
September 18. Domestically, participants will be
closely monitoring WPI inflation data and
foreign fund flows,” said Ajit Mishra — SVP,
Research, Religare Broking Ltd.V K
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist,
Geojit Financial Services, said, “A significant
trend in the market for the week ended 13th
September is that FIIs were buyers of equity in
the cash market on all days of the week.” There
are two reasons why FIIs have changed their
strategy from selling to buying, he noted.

“One, there is a consensus now that the Fed will
start cutting rates from this month onwards
pushing the US yields down.

Rent vs buy: What's the smarter financial move for you

New Delhi. The rent-versus-buy debate is
an age-old dilemma. It's like choosing
between chai or coffee—it all boils down
to what suits your lifestyle and wallet
better.For young professionals living in
big cities like Bengaluru, renting seems
like the more flexible, carefree option.
However, buying a home taps into deeper
cultural values, giving the sense of
settling down and securing the
future.Renting offers the freedom to
move, explore career opportunities, and
invest in other ventures. Buying a home,
on the other hand, offers long-term
security, a sense of ownership, and equity
building. The key question is, what

makes more financial sense for you?
Weighing the costs of renting

Renting provides flexibility and lower
upfront costs, which is ideal in today’s
fast-moving job market. For example, a
young professional in Bengaluru might
rent a 2BHK in Whitefield for Rs 25,000
per month instead of buying a house
worth Rs 80 lakh. This choice allows
flexibility in career mobility and also

frees up capital for other investments.

The biggest advantage of renting is that it
financial
commitment. Monthly rent payments are
usually lower than the EMIs for a home
loan, making renting a more affordable
option, especially in metro cities where
property prices are high. For example, in

requires much less

cities like Mumbai, where the house
price-to-rent ratio is very high, renting is

often the smarter choice.However,
renting has its downsides. Rent payments
increase by 10% every year, and at the
end of the rental period, you don’t own
the property. Over the long term, renting
can feel like spending without building
equity, especially in areas where property

appreciation is strong.
The benefits of buying a home

Buying a home provides long-term
financial security and ownership of an

BUY

asset that typically appreciates over time.

A family in Pune, for instance, might buy
a Rs 60 lakh apartment and watch its
value grow, creating equity over the
years. While homeownership comes with
additional costs like property tax,
maintenance, and repair, the appreciation
in value can make it a good long-term
investment.For instance, property prices
in prime areas of Gurgaon have risen over
150% in the past ten years. An apartment
bought for Rs 70 lakh in 2013 could now
be worth Rs 1.75 crore, offering

substantial appreciation.

Owning a property also provides an
additional income stream through rental
yields, though rental returns in India are
typically low at 2-3%. Still, this can help
offset some costs.On the flip side,
homeownership involves high upfront
costs, including a down payment,

the future.
Understanding price-to-rent ratio

RENT [ ]

monthly EMIs that are often higher than
rent payments. For instance, buying a Rs
2.5 crore property with a Rs 50 lakh down
payment would result in an EMI of
around Rs 2.5 lakh per month at a 9%
interest rate.Over 10 years, this amounts
to about Rs 3 crore in payments, but the
property’s value could appreciate to Rs
4.6 crore, making it a valuable asset for

To make an informed decision, it’s crucial

and areasonable price-to-rent ratio.
For people who anticipate staying in one
place for at least 5-7 years, buying can
I:l be beneficial. In tech hubs like HITEC
City in Hyderabad, where
professionals may need to move for
work, renting is often the more

practical choice.

What do the experts say?

“The rent-versus-buy decision is not just
about the monthly expenses. It’s about
understanding the wider financial
implications,” said LC Mittal,
Director of Motia Group.He said that
renting frees up capital that can be

invested elsewhere, potentially yielding
higher returns. For example, a
professional in Delhi might rent a 2BHK
house in Dwarka for Rs 20,000 per month
and invest the savings in a diversified
portfolio. Over time, investments in
stocks or mutual funds could provide
significantreturns.

Manoj Goyal, Director at Forteasia Realty
Pvt Ltd, pointed out that while renting
allows more financial flexibility, buying

to compare the price-to-rent ratio in your
chosen area. A ratio above 20 generally
favours renting, while a ratio below 15
makes buying a more financially sound
option. In high-cost cities like Mumbai,
renting often makes more sense, while in
tier-2 cities like Indore, buying may be a
and  better choice due to lower property prices

offers the benefit of equity building and
the potential for property appreciation.

“It’s all about balancing your financial

goals with your personal situation,” he
said. He added that government schemes
like the PMAY, which offers subsidies for
first-time homebuyers, make the buy
decision more attractive for some people.
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Chandigarh grenade blast: Punjab Police
arrests second accused from Delhi

~In a major
breakthrough,

Punjab Police, with

the assistance of

central agencies,
arrested Vishal

Masih, the second

accused in the
Chandigarh

NEW DELHI. In a major
breakthrough, Punjab Police, with
the assistance of central agencies,
arrested Vishal Masih, the second

accused in the Chandigarh grenade
blast case. Masih was arrested from
Delhi following a swift
investigation that started after the
incident on September
11.According to a post by DGP
Punjab Police on X, two suspects
had carried out a grenade attack in
Sector 10, Chandigarh, causing
widespread concern. Punjab Police
managed to arrest the first suspect,
Rohan Masih, on September 13,
just two days after the blast.The
second accused, Vishal Masih, son
of Sabi Masih and a resident of
Raimal village in Batala, District

perpetrator of the suspected Chandigarh

area.The grenade attack took place
at around 5.30 pm on September 11
and due to the impact of the blast,
windows and flower pots were
damaged.

Sources told India Today TV that three
people arrived at the scene in an
autorickshaw shortly before the
explosion. The blast was loud
enough to be heard even from far
away.

According to the sources, the
attackers had conducted
surveillance of the house just two
days before the grenade attack.A
CCTV camera captured the moment
when the explosion occurred. In the
footage, an autorickshaw is seen
speeding away, narrowly dodging a

car from the oppsite direction before making

SpiceJet Cancels Flight Just

5 Minutes Before Boarding,

Sparks Qutrage And Protests
At Delln Airport

NEW DELHI. Passengers on a Spicelet flight had
a heated exchange with airline officials at Delhi
Airport on Saturday after the carrier cancelled
the flight just five minutes before boarding. The
cancelled flight, Spicelet No. SG 495, was
scheduled to travel from Delhi to Darbhanga,
Bihar.

Distressed passengers were seen shouting slogans
like “Spicelet murdabad, murdabad™ at the
boarding gate in Terminal 3 of Delhi Airport,
visibly protesting the last-minute
cancellation.Several passengers have expressed
their frustration with Spicelet’s frequent flight
cancellations and delays on the social media
platform X.One passenger expressed frustration
over the cancellation of his flight from Delhi to
Goa, stating, “Spicejet SG211 flight from Delhi
to Goa is being cancelled after repeatedly
delaying it for multiple times. We have been
waiting at the airport since 7:00AM in the
morning and have been travelling since past
evening from Shimla,” he wrote.

grenade blast

the incident.

case.

Gurdaspur, was arrested within 72 hours of

Investigations are ongoing as officials work to

unravel the full details of the plot.The main

Encounter breaks out
between security forces,
terrorists in J&K's Poonch

The encounter began when the security forces

initiated a cordon and search operation based
on information about the possibility of

terrorists being present in the area.

—
NEW DELHI. An encounter erupted between terrorists
and security forces in Jammu and Kashmir's Poonch
district on Sunday, just days ahead of the upcoming
Assembly elections. The gunfight began when the
security forces initiated a cordon and search operation
based on information about the possibility of terrorists
being present in the area.Acting on a tip-off, police
and Army personnel launched a joint search operation

in the Pathanateer area on Saturday evening,
according to a security official. Two to three terrorists
are hiding in the forest area of Mendhar.

During the operation, the search team came under fire
from suspected terrorists hiding in the area, leading to

grenade blast case, Rohan Masih, was
arrested a day after the incident in which the
grenade was lobbed at the house of a retired
police officer in the city's upscale Sector 10

a swift turn.According to the sources,
Khalistani terrorist Rinda, currently based in
Pakistan, is suspected of involvement in the
grenade attack case.

High Court orders DU to admit medical
student over clerical error in certificate

Consequently, she approached the HC challenging DU’s decision denying her a seat.

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court
has recently directed Delhi University

(DU) to admit a medical
whose seat under

qualifications for admission, Malik’s
name was erroncously removed from
the final admission list following the

aspirant,

the

Children/Widows of Armed

Forces Personnel

due to a clerical error

processing her Education
Concession Certificate
(ECC).The bench comprising
acting Chief Justice Manmohan :
and Justice Tushar Rao Gedela wa i

has ordered the DU

immediately rectify the
situation by creating either a
‘supernumerary seat’ for the §

student— Yashika Malik—

increase the number of seats
under the CW quota, ensuring
her rightful place in the medical
course.Malik, who secured 604

(CW)
category was wrongfully denied

in

to g

or "

out of 720 in the NEET 2024

examination, was entitled to a seat
under the CW category. However,
despite meeting all the requisite

cancellation of her certificate by the
Kendriya Sainik Board (KSB) in
August 2024.The cancellation was

later acknowledged to be a mistake, as
Assam Rifles personnel, under whose
service Malik’s father was awarded the
medal, fall under the purview of
the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA), not KSB.Consequently,
the HC
challenging DU’s decision

she approached

denying hera seat.

- The single-judge’s order was
challenged by Malik by way of
letter patent appeal (LPA),
contending that the Single Judge

had incorrectly instructed

appellant to be considered in the
first round of counselling only
subject to the availability of seats,
depriving her of her right to be
considered for reservation in the

first round.

the division bench modified the
impugned judgment and directed
DU to “take appropriate steps to
either increase the number of seats by
one, in the CW category or create a
seat.

Another passenger shared their frustration about a
different Spicelet flight, from Ahmedabad to
Varanasi.

Kashmiri pandits hold protest
in Delhi, demand SIT probe
into atrocities, homeland

NEW DELHI: Members of the Kashmiri Pandit
community on Saturday staged a sit-in at Jantar
Mantar to observe the *Martyrs Day’ and
reiterated their demand for a homeland for the
exiled community.Every year, the community
across India and around the world observes
September 14 as ‘“Martyrs Day’ to remember the
violent events that led to the exodus of the
Pandits from the Kashmir Valley in the late
1980s and early 1990s.

Prime Minister Modi who on Saturday addressed a
public rally in Jammu and Kashmir’s Doda, also
remembered Tika Lal Taploo. a BIP leader who
was gunned down by terrorists on this day in
1989.The Pandits raised slogans *We want
justice” and demanded the formation of a SIT to
investigate the atrocities committed against their
community from 1990 onwards. Kashmiri Samiti
president Sameer Chrungoo questioned the
Central government’s actions over the past 11
years to alleviate the suffering caused by **forced
migration.”

The gathering unanimously passed several
resolutions, including the one on the genocide
bill in the coming Parliament session. The
protesters highlighted the need for a
comprehensive return and rehabilitation policy
that encompasses the entire Kashmiri Pandit
community and not just te younger generation
seeking employment.

the

"Women Judges Need To Be Tougher Because...": Justice Hima Kohli

New Delhi: Justice Hima Kohli (retired), who has always

a gunfight.Intermittent exchanges of gunfire between
the two sides continue, the official said, noting that
reinforcements have been dispatched to the location.

On Saturday, two Indian Army personnel, including a
Junior Commissioned Officer (JCO), were killed in an
encounter in Jammu and Kashmir's Kishtwar district.
In a separate operation in Baramulla, security forces
killed three terrorists. The Union Territory has been
witnessing sporadic incidents of violence ahead of the
upcoming Assembly polls, the first elections in the
region in a decade, adding to concerns over regional
stability.

PM virtually flags off 6 Vande
Bharat trains for Jharkhand,
Odisha, Bihar, UP

NEW DELHLPrime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday
virtually flagged off six Vande Bharat trains for
Jharkhand, Odisha, Bihar and UP at Ranchi.Earlier, the
PM was scheduled to flag off the trains from Tatanagar
but his chopper could not take off due to poor visibility
and inclement weather conditions.On the occasion,
Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan and
Jharkhand Governor Santosh Kumar Gangwar were
present at Tatanagar station.The new trains will run on
the Tatanagar-Patna, Brahmapur-Tatanagar, Rourkela-
Howrah, Deoghar-Varanasi, Bhagalpur-Howrah and
Gaya-Howrahroutes.

_. The trains will

| offer faster

connectivity,
the Prime

Minister's

Office said ina

introduction of

these Vande

Bharat Express

trains will

benefit regular
travellers, professionals, business and student
communities.These trains will boost religious tourism in
the region by providing a faster mode of commute to
pilgrimage sites like Baidyanath Dham in Deoghar
(Jharkhand), Kashi Vishwanath temple in Varanasi
(Uttar Pradesh), Kalighat, Belur Math in Kolkata (West
Bengal) etc.

Coal and mines industries in Dhanbad, jute industries in
Kolkata, iron & steel allied sector in Durgapur will also
getamajor boost, the statement added.

been vocal about women's rights and is considered a
tough judge, recently retired from the Supreme Court. In
an exclusive conversation with NDTV, Justice Kohli
spoke on a range of issues from her long experience in the
legal profession.Women judges need to be tougher
because they face more difficulties in the judiciary. It was
very difficult to become a woman judge back in the
1980s. Women also face many difficulties in advocacy,"
Justice Kohli told NDTV.She was the ninth woman judge
in the history of the Supreme Court, and the first woman
Jjudge inthe Delhi High Court.

Justice Kohli has been known as a tough judge, and has

been part of many historic decisions, with a focus on
women's rights.Explaining some of the difficulties that
women face, Justice Kohli said first and foremost they
have to take care of family and children. "Why should
only women judges run family courts, child welfare, etc?
Women judges should get jurisdiction in other areas too...
Gender bias as far as bench composition is concerned is

absolutely abhorrent. They face problems in working on
criminal cases... First-generation lawyers face the
biggest challenge as they do not have any resources,
office or anyone to handle files," she said."A woman
choosing to be a lawyer was difficult in itself. While
judicial officers had it easier to make it to the bench,
going to the bench from the bar was more difficult for a
woman lawyer," Justice Kohli told NDTV."How well

statement.The |

you handle any situation could determine if you reach
there. As a judge, I never had a problem with my
colleagues. Senior peers were quite supportive,” she
said.

She asked the public to keep their trust in the Supreme

Court as judges listen to their conscience. Though there
have been controversial cases, it is only natural for
judges to make mistakes sometimes as they are also
human, Justice Kohli said.She praised the use of virtual
hearings as it has enabled justice to reach the homes of
the common people directly.On professionalism,
Justice Kohli said it is important for judges to see
everyone equally. "Whatever kind of relationship you
have with someone outside, you should not cross the line.
Mutual relations should not come in the way of work. As

judges, we have to look only at the merit of the case and

not the face," Justice Kohli said.She pointed at the need
for judges to be aware of what's happening in today's
world and not to stay disconnected. "Judges should know
the problems of the common people.

Kolkata Doctor Rape-Murder Case: Why CBI Has
Arrested Sandip Ghosh And Is Seeking His Custody

The agency has also arrested Tala
Police Station SHO Abhijit Mandal. It
submitted a petition to the (Bl court
on Saturday evening, seeking the
custody of Sandip Ghosh, accusing him
of being involved in causing
‘considerable delay in registration of
FIR in conspiracy with others' and
thereby 'leading to deliberate

destruction of vital evidence’
=00 o

NEW DELHLThe Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on Saturday arrested
RG Kar Medical College and Hospital’s
ex-principal Sandip Ghosh and a police
officer for alleged delay in the
registration of the FIR and missing
cvidence in the postgraduate traince

doctor’s brutal rape and murder in
Kolkata. The arrested police officer is
Tala Police Station SHO Abhijit Mandal.
The agency submitted a petition to the CBI
court on Saturday evening, seeking the

custody of Sandip Ghosh, accusing
him of being involved in causing
“considerable delay in registration
of FIR in conspiracy with others”
and thereby “leading to deliberate
destruction of vital evidence”. The
central agency has also mentioned
in the petition that Ghosh
“committed the offence with
malafide intention of safeguarding
the prime accused and other co-
accused persons, ifany™.
Turning Point?

This action by the CBI may work as a
potential turning point in the ongoing
investigation. In a prayer before the CIM
court ( Sealdah), submitted on September
14, the agency has sought to take Ghosh
in custody in connection with the main

is also the investigating officer (I0) in the
case. This marks a significant moment in
the investigation, as it’s the first time
since the CBI took over the case that the
agency has sought custody of a second
person. Ghosh has been arrested by the
CBI in a separate case of financial

case — the rape and murder of a junior
resident doctor at Kolkata’s RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital. News18
has a copy of the prayer, submitted by the
assistant superintendent of the CBI, who

corruption and he is currently in judicial
custody.

What CBI Plea Says

The investigating officer of the CBI's
special crime unit (I), who is also an
assistant superintendent of police
(ASP) has stated in the prayer that
Ghosh, along with others,
“conspired” and delayed the FIR
which led to the destruction of “vital
evidence”.

“That in compliance of the order dated
13.08.2024 passed by the Hon’ble
High Court, Calcutta in WPA (P) No.
331/2024, 332/2024, 333/2024,
334/2024, 335 of 2024 and 339 of
2024, the investigation of FIR No
52/2024 dated 09.08.2024 of Tala PS

has been taken over by CBI and re-
registered as case RC0482024S0010
dated 13.08.2024 w/s 64/103(1) of BNS
against unknown accused persons. The
investigation of this case is in progress,”
the plea said.
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Israel military says
missile fired from
Yemen, sirens sounded
across cities

Jerusalem. A surface-to-surface missile fired
at central Israel from Yemen hit an
unpopulated area, causing no injuries,
Israel's military said on Sunday.Moments
earlier, air raid sirens had sounded in Tel
Aviv and across central Israel, sending
residents running for shelter.

"Following the sirens that sounded a short
while ago in central Israel, a surface-to-
surface missile was identified crossing into
central Israel from the east and fell in an
open area. No injuries were reported", the
military said. Loud booms were also heard in
the region, which the military said came
from missile interceptors that had been
launched. It added that its protective
guidelines to Israel's residents were
unchanged.In July, Iran-aligned Houthis in
Yemen fired a long-range drone at Tel Aviv,
killing one man and wounding four others.
The attack prompted Israel to carry out a
major air strike on Houthi military targets
near Yemen's Hodeidah port, killing at least
three people and wounding 87.

Mexico's Sinaloa state
witnesses 19 homicides
in 5 days as violence
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Post-Hasina Bangladesh gravitates towards Urdu and Jinnah

World In a nation where Bangla was a central
pillar of its independence movement against
Pakistan, it came out as an unmissable irony
when the 76th anniversary of the death of
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of
Pakistan, was celebrated with Urdu poetry
and songs in Bangladesh's Dhaka. This was
the first time in Bangladesh's history that
Jinnah's death anniversary was
commemorated in Dhaka. Speakers also said
that without Jinnah, Bangladesh wouldn't
exist.The unusual tribute came on
Wednesday, a month after the military-led
interim government took over following
former PM Sheikh Hasina fled after massive
student protests, hijacked by the Pakistan-
backed BNP and Jamaat.

While the event marked a rejoice for some,
Urdu, Jinnah and Pakistan are still engrained
in the bloody memory of the minds of a
section of its people.Some experts saw this
as an attempt to rewrite history.

JINNAH COMMEMORATED
DHAKAPRESS CLUB

The 76th death anniversary of Pakistan
founder Muhammad Ali Jinnah was marked
at the National Press Club in Dhaka on
Wednesday, with a gathering of speakers,
Urdu poetry recitations, and musical
performances, reported Bangladeshi news

AT

Financial troubles temporary’, no
plans to seek IMF bailout: Maldives

outlet Dhaka Tribune.

The event, organised by the Nawab
Salimullah Academy at the Tofazzal
Hossain Manik Miah Hall, was where
several speakers emphasised Jinnah's
crucial role in the creation of Pakistan,
stating that without him, "Bangladesh
too would not exist."While the Pakistani
High Commissioner to Bangladesh was

expected to attend as the chief guest, he SN

was notably absent. Instead, Deputy
High Commissioner Kamran Dhangal
represented Pakistan at the event in
Bangladesh, where millions were killed,
thousands were raped in a Pakistan-devised
genocide, until its independence in 1971.

As early as 1952, East Pakistan saw protests

advocating for Bangla to be recognised as a
co-official language, used in government,
education, media, currency, stamps, and to
retain its script. The protests saw a heavy-
handed crackdown by the West-dominated,
Urdu-imposing Pakistani regime.

Dozens were killed in police firing in the pro-
Bangla language movement, and five of
them have been recognised as martyrs by the
Bangladesh government.

On Wednesday, Professor Mostafizur Rahman
presented a keynote paper that traced the
milestones of Jinnah's life. Jafarul Haq Jafar,

meanwhile, paid tribute by reciting an Urdu
poem about Jinnah, and Pakistani students
Mohammad Tahir and Kamran Abbas
performed Urdu songs dedicated to him.
These performances took on added
significance in the context of Bangladesh,
where the Bengali language once resisted
Pakistan's attempts to impose Urdu as the
national language.The president of the
academy, Muhammad Abdul Jabbar,
presided over the event, reported
Bangladeshi news outlet Dhaka Tribune.In a
controversial statement, Md Samsuddin said
that without Pakistan, Bangladesh might
have suffered the same fate as Kashmir, with
India "holding weapons to our necks." He
credited Jinnah's efforts for not only the

creation of Pakistan but also for
enabling Bangladesh's eventual
independence. "If we hadn't been part
of Pakistan in 1947, Bangladesh
wouldn't exist today," he said, adding
that the removal of names of like
'Allama Igbal Hall' or 'Jinnah Avenue'
in Dhaka University campus, were
decisions driven by New Delhi's
interests, not Bangladesh's own.A
speaker, Nazrul Islam, echoed similar
sentiments, saying, "Jinnah is the
father of our nation, but we do not
acknowledge it. We must preserve our
brotherhood with Pakistan."

/

POST-HASINA JINNAH TRIBUTE, IS

DHAKAREWRITING HISTORY?

The celebration of Jinnah's legacy in post-

Hasina Bangladesh —a nation whose very
language was central to its struggle for
independence from Pakistan — presents a
curious juxtaposition.Moreover, Pakistani
misadventures in East Pakistan until 1971,
turned out to be the darkest chapter of South
Asian history.

Reacting to Jinnah's remembrance, Dhaka-

based journalist Salah Uddin Shoaib
Choudhury said, "It was a slap on our war of
independence, where 3 million Bengalis

sacrificed their lives. [ am speechless!

Cookie poll' predicts Trump
leading against Kamala Harris in

Pennsylvania state

World A local bakery in Pennsylvania, a key swing

grlps state

troops, the two nations have mended
fences and had "cleared
misunderstandings," Zameer said.

"At the start of our government, we did have
some rough patches, you know," he added.

"We have fantastic bilateral relations with
both China and India... Both countries
continue to support us."China has pledged
more funding since last year's victory by
Muizzu, who thanked the country for its
"selfless assistance" for development

having a dip in reserves."He said tax
reforms, along with the rationalisation of
state-owned enterprises, would improve
liquidity.

Zameer was visiting Sri Lanka along with
Finance Minister Mohamed Shafeeq to
meet with local central bankers and other
officials.China and India are the two
largest bilateral lenders to the Maldives, a
tiny nation of 1,192 tiny coral islands in
the Indian Ocean scattered across the

Colombo The Maldives says its financial
troubles are "temporary" and the luxury
tourist destination has no plans to seek an
International Monetary Fund bailout after
warnings ofa possible sovereign default.

Foreign minister Moosa Zameer said the
Indian Ocean archipelago, best known for
its upscale resorts and celebrity visitors,
was pressing ahead with tax hikes to meet
its debt servicing obligations."We have
bilateral partners who are very sensitive to

state in the US, is sweetening the 2024 Presidential
race by offering customers a unique way to show
support for their candidate — through cookies.
The bakery’s owner, Kathleen Lochel, has created
a buzz with her red cookies for Donald Trump and
blue cookies for Kamala Harris. Each sale is
tracked as part of an unofficial "cookie poll" that
has drawn national attention.A swing state in US
elections is a state where both major political
parties have similar levels of support, making it
critical in determining the overall election

Mexico City Mexican authorities logged
seven homicides in the western state of
Sinaloa on Friday, the latest violence to
plague an area where increasingly frequent
shootouts are fueling fears of the possible
start of an intra-cartel war.The deaths bring
the number of killings within the week to 19,
after 12 killings were registered between
Monday and Thursday. The Sinaloa
prosecutor's office in a statement late on
Friday said the latest victims were found in
four separate locations.Two people were
killed in the capital of Culiacan, and five in
the municipality of Concordia, both of which
the statement described as places "where
violent events have occurred between
criminal groups."Sinaloa, on the Pacific
Coast, is the home base of the powerful
Sinaloa Cartel, a drug gang once led by
kingpin Joaquin "El Chapo" Guzman, who is
now serving a life sentence in the US.

The July arrest of another veteran gang leader,
Ismael "El Mayo" Zambada, has stoked fears
of infighting and turf battles. The prosecutor's
office also said on Friday it received eight
reports in Culiacan of men who had been
kidnapped.In Culiacan, businesses have
closed, public transportation has been cut
back and Independence Day festivities have
been canceled due to the worsening violence.

Tropical Storm Ileana
makes landfall on
Mexico's Sinaloa coast
after pounding Los

Cabos

MEXICO CITY. Tropical Storm Ileana made
landfall on the coast of the Mexican state of
Sinaloa Saturday a day after it pounded the
resort-studded Los Cabos.

The tropical storm formed Thursday off
Mexico's Pacific coast and was packing winds
of 40 mph (65 kph) as it moved ashore
Saturday, the Miami-based National
Hurricane Center said. It made landfall near
the coastal city of Topolobampo and was
located late Saturday about 15 miles (25
kilometers) south-southeast of Los Mochis.

Forecasters say Ileana will churn over the
coastal region of northern Sinaloa during the
next several hours and then move over the
Gulf of California roughly parallel to the coast
on Sunday, weakening into a tropical
depression.On Friday, a warning had been in
effect for portions of the Baja California
Peninsula, including Cabo San Lucas and San
Jose del Cabo.Juan Manuel Arce Ortega, from
Los Cabos Civil Protection, said the
municipalities of La Paz and Los Cabos had
suspended classes in schools due to the storm.

our needs and our situation,"

Zameer told reporters in Colombo on
Friday night."l seriously don't think it is a
time where we will be right now engaging
with the IMF... The issue that we have is
very temporary because currently we are

equator.President Mohamed Muizzu
came to power a year ago on the back of a
campaign to evict a small contingent of
Indian troops deployed in the Maldives
and pursue closer ties with China.

Rough patchesAfter the removal of the

product.

funds on a state visit to Beijing shortly
after taking power.Official data showed
the Maldives' foreign debt at $3.37 billion
in the first quarter of this year, equating to
around 45 percent of gross domestic

outcome.Lochel has been regularly updating her
bakery’s followers on social media, announcing
earlier that her political cookies had sold out for
the weekend. By Friday morning, Trump cookies
were leading in sales, with 5,200 sold compared to
just 500 Harris cookies."l think people support

Trump all over," Lochel told Fox & Friends First,

two

States government has links to this
operation," Cabello asserted.

detained in Puerto Ayacucho in the
southwest.He added that three
Americans and a Czech national were
also arrested and linked the alleged plot
to intelligence agencies in the United Cabello meanwhile said thatthose detained
had "contacted French mercenaries, they
contacted mercenaries from Eastern
Europe and they are in an operation to try
to attack our country."He added that
"more than 400 rifles were seized" and
accused the detainees of plotting
"terrorist acts."Spain and the Czech
Republic have yet to react to the
sensational claims.

States and Spain as well as to Venezuelan
opposition leader Maria Corina
Machado.Maduro has in the past heaped
blame for the tide of adversity his country
faces on the "imperialist" United States,
which he accuses of conspiring with
Venezuela's "fascist" right to overthrow
him.A State Department spokesperson
said Saturday that "any claims of US

Venezuela arrests US, Spanish, Czech
nationals over ‘destabilisation’ plot

UPDATED. Three Americans,
Spaniards and a Czech citizen were
detained in Venezuela on suspicion of
plotting to destabilise the country, the
government said Saturday, as the United
States denied Caracas's allegations it was
involved.The arrests come amid
heightened tensions between Venezuela
and both the United States and Spain over
Venezuela's disputed July 28 presidential
election, which the country's opposition
accuses President Nicolas Maduro of
stealing.Interior Minister Diosdado
Cabello said that the five foreign
nationals were being held on suspicion of
planning an attack Maduro and his
government.We know that the United

involvement in a plot to overthrow
Maduro are categorically false."

Cabello said two Spaniards were recently The State Department spokesperson
additionally confirmed that a US military
member was being held and noted
"unconfirmed reports of two additional
US citizens detained in Venezuela."

highlighting that almost all of her Pennsylvania
orders were for red cookies. "We’ve only shipped
seven blue packages in Pennsylvania."

Lochel stated that her customers are voicing their
frustration over how high costs under the Biden-
Harris administration are impacting them.

“Alot of people are upset right now about the cost of
things, they’re venting to us,” she stated.

This is not the first time that the bakery has hosted
the cookie poll. Lochel began the tradition in 2012,
correctly predicting the winner of three out of four
elections. However, her streak ended in 2020
when more Trump cookies were sold, despite Joe
Biden’s victory.Lochel attributes the idea to
brainstorming during the challenges brought on by
the Covid-19 pandemic. Since then, her cookie
poll has expanded, with customers across the US
placing orders. "A third of that number is being
shipped across the United States," she said, adding
that people often share their frustrations with the
current economic situation.Despite the
competitive nature of the poll, Lochel stresses that
her bakery remains neutral. "We love all," she said.

As of this week, Vice President Kamala Harris has
taken a five-point lead over Republican nominee
Donald Trump in the latest national polls.

Austrian court finds woman guilty of fatally mfectmg nelghbour with Covid-19

Former President
Donald Trump
owns about 57%
of Trump Media,
which saw its
shares slump this

week following
his televised

debate with
Democratic rival
Vice President
Kamala Harris.

World Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump said on
Friday he will not sell his shares in the
company that owns his Truth Social
platform when limits on selling are
lifted in the coming days, driving up
the stock after arecent sell-off.

Shares of Trump Media & Technology
Group DJT.O surged as much as 30%
following his comments before
closing with a 12% gain for the
day.Trump owns about 57% of Trump
Media, which saw its shares slump
this week following his televised
debate with Democratic rival Vice
President Kamala Harris.Friday's
leap in the stock follows weeks of
steady declines ahead of key dates this
month when Trump and other
company insiders will be allowed to
sell their shares."No, I’'m not selling,"
the former president said in answer to
a question asked by Reuters. "[’'m not
leaving. I loveit. I think it’s great."

Trump Media saw its value balloon to
nearly $10 billion following its stock
market listing in March. Trump
Media's stock is popular amongst
retail traders and is seen as a
speculative bet on his chances of
securing a second four-year term as
president. However, since its listing,
Trump Media shares have lost most of
their value, with losses accelerating in
recent weeks after President Joe
Biden gave up his re-election bid and
Trump lost a lead in opinion polls
ahead of the November 5 presidential
election.According to provisions
related to Trump Media's listing,
Trump and other insiders will be
allowed to sell stock beginning later
this month, potentially flooding the
market with additional shares.If the
stock price remains at or above $12
for any 20 trading days commencing
Aug. 22, then Trump will be free to
sell shares beginning on September
20. Otherwise, he is eligible to sell

shares beginning on Sept. 26.The
stock ended at $17.97 on Friday
following Trump's comments,
making his stake worth about $2
billion. Forbes values Trump's wealth
at $3.7 billion.Trump Media's
revenue is equivalent to two
Starbucks SBUX.O coffee shops, and
strategists say its $3.6 billion stock
market value is detached from its day-
to-day business. It lost $869,900 in its
most recent reported quarter ended
June 30."There are no fundamentals
behind this company. It doesn't have a
path to profitability. It's just driven by

commentary, and by hopes and
dreams," said Dennis Dick, a
trader at Triple D Trading.The
upcoming lock-up expiry related
to Trump's shares is "something a
lot of people on the street have
been watching for weeks, if not
since its inception now," said Jay
Woods, chief global strategist at
Freedom Capital Markets, ahead
of Trump's statement that he would
not sell. A New York judge earlier this
month delayed Trump's sentencing in
his hush money criminal case to
November 12, after the election,
months after the U.S. Supreme
Court's landmark decision on
presidential immunity, easing at least
the short-term pressure over legal
fees.The Nasdaq stock exchange
halted trading in Trump Media's
shares for two five-minute periods
following Trump's comments, a
common occurrence during bouts of
volatility.

Typhoon Yagi kills 74 in Myanmar, search_ops on for 89 missing people

Authorities prepared 20 temporary shelters in = Bangkok The death toll in Myanmar from  September, according to the UN refugee monsoon season. In 2008, Cyclone Nargis

San Jose del Cabo and Cabo San Lucas,
according to Los Cabos Civil Protection.

At the Hacienda Beach Club and Residences in
Cabo San Lucas, valet worker Alan Galvan
said the rain arrived late Thursday night and
has been constant. "The rain isn't very strong
right now, but the waves are choppy," he said.

"The guests are very calm and already came
down for coffee," Galvan said. "There's some
flights canceled but everything is ok at the
moment."The rain remained consistent
through Los Cabos Friday afternoon, with
several roads flooded and some resorts
stacking up sandbags on their perimeters.
Some people were still walking around boat
docks with their umbrellas."The priority has
to be safety, starting with the workers. We
always have to check on our colleagues who
live in risk areas," said Lyzzette Liceaga, a
tour operator at Los Cabos.

flooding and landslides caused by Typhoon
Yagi has reached at least 74, with 89 people
missing, Myanmar’s state television said
Saturday.

Difficulties in compiling information have

raised fears that the number of casualties
may be higher.The new official death toll
announced by the country’s military
government was more than double the 33
reported on Friday. Typhoon Yagi earlier hit
Vietnam, northern Thailand and Laos,
killing more than 260 people and causing
major damage.The new totals were
announced after state media reported that
Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, the head of
the ruling military council, said that
Myanmar was requesting relief aid from
foreign countries.Nearly 240,000 people
have been displaced, according to the reports.
There were already 3.4 million displaced
people in Myanmar at the beginning of

agency, mostly because of war and unrest
in recent years.In Myanmar, low-lying
areas in the central regions of Mandalay
and Bago, as well as eastern Shan state
and the country’s capital, Naypyitaw,

have been inundated by water since [

Wednesday.Min Aung Hlaing and other [
military officials inspected flooded areas |
and reviewed rescue, relief and
rehabilitation efforts in Naypyitaw on
Friday, the state-run Myanma Alinn
newspaper reported. Its report said that
he instructed officials to contact foreign
countries, as other countries affected by the
storm did, to receive rescue and relief aid for
the victims.“It is necessary to manage rescue,
relief and rehabilitation measures as quickly
as possible,” he was quoted as saying.

The exact extent of the damage still wasn’t

clear, but there were fears that the death toll
may rise sharply. Local news outlets

reported more than 100 people
missing.Efforts to tally casualties and
damage and provide relief are complicated.
Myanmar is in a state of civil war that began
in 2021, after the army seized power from
the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi.
Independent analysts believe the military
controls much less than half of the country’s
territory.Myanmar experiences extreme
weather virtually every year during the

killed more than 138, 000 people. In that
case, the military government then in power
delayed accepting international assistance,
and when it finally relented, tightly
controlled its distribution, with little or no
oversight by aid donors.Saturday evening’s
state television news said that 24 bridges,
375 school buildings, one Buddhist
monastery, five dams, four pagodas, 14
electrical transformers, 456 lampposts and
more than 65,000 houses were damaged by
floods in central and eastern parts of the
country.Naypyitaw is one of the areas that
was hit hardest by the floods. Myanmar’s
Eleven Media group reported on Friday that
record rainfall had damaged several pagodas
in Bagan, the country’s ancient capital that is
a Unesco World Heritage site. The rain, said
to be the heaviest in 60 years, collapsed
walls at several centuries-old old temples, it
said.
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Aakash Chopra recalls how MS
Dhoni's audacious shot left him
stunned in 2004

New Delhi. Former India cricketer turned
commentator Aakash Chopra recently
recalled his first meeting with legendary
India captain MS Dhoni from 2004. Notably,
Chopra was picked for an India A tour in
Kenya and Zimbabwe where he came across
Dhoni for the first time.Recalling, young
Dhoni’s batting style, Chopra revealed how
his belligerent strokeplay left everyone
astounded. The former India opener
mentioned how Dhoni played an audacious
reverse sweep against the Pakistan fast
bowler Iftikhar Anjum who had already
played international cricket.“So that was a
very different Dhoni - carefree but not
careless. Carefree because he was very
confident and happy with where he was, and
not careless because when he got an
opportunity, in Kenya and not in Zimbabwe,
he batted like a man possessed. Before him, I
never saw a batter hit areverse sweep against
a bowler. There was a Pakistan bowler
named Iftikhar Anjum, who used to bowl at
140+kmph and already played for his
country...Dhoni hit him for a four at fine leg.
The bowler changed his field, sent back the
fine leg fielder and called in the one at third
man, but Dhoni smashed the next ball for a
six over the third man region. I was like,
'Who is this guy?’,” Chopra told Raj
Shamani on his YouTube show.Chopra also
spoke about the good nature of the Ranchi-

born cricketer as he even bowled to his
competitor Dinesh Karthik to help him
practice.

“He never used to bat in the nets. He, in fact,
used to bowl to Dinesh Karthik, his

competitor. He wasn't getting the
opportunity to play, but he wanted to keep
himself involved. I told him, 'Why are you
bowling to Karthik? Why aren't you batting?
If he keeps batting and does all the scoring,
when will you bat?' But he replied saying,
'No, I just want to bowl because I'm enjoying
it." He is just talented. In fact, he does not
practice keeping that much, but his hands are
faster than anyone in the world even now,”
he added.Dhoni's phenomenal performance
in Kenya Triangular tournamentDhoni had a
phenomenal run in the Kenya Triangular
tournament 2004 finishing as the highest run
scorer with 362 runs from six innings at an
average of 72.40 and a strike rate 0£ 90.15.

Ashwin always has a plan:
Usman Khawaja lauds Indian
spinner ahead of Test series

New Delhi. Australia opener Usman Khawaja
said Indian spinner Ravichandran Ashwin is
a very good bowler who consistently
challenges their batting order with his
strategic approach to the game. Khawaja
highlighted the tactical brilliance that
Ashwin brings to the field, acknowledging
the off-spinner's ability to stay one step
ahead.

"Ravi is a very good bowler. He is very
strategic; he always has a plan. He tries to
figure it out and stay ahead of the game,
which I respect. I respect his cricketing brain.
It's always cool to play against him, and I
look forward to the challenge," Khawaja told
Star Sports.As the first Test in Perth
approaches on November 22, all eyes will be
on Ashwin, who holds an impressive record
against the Australians. In 22 Test matches
and 42 innings against them, Ashwin has
picked up a staggering 114 wickets at an
economy rate of 2.70. His ability to perform
both at home and in Australia has made him

one of the most formidable opponents in this
contest. Ashwin has taken 39 wickets in 10
Tests in Australia at an economy of 2.93.This
year's BGT series carries a sense of history
and momentum for India. India has emerged
victorious in the previous four series,
including two historic wins on Australian
soil in 2018-19 and 2020-21. India’s
dominance has tipped the overall series
balance in their favor, with 10 BGT victories
compared to Australia's five. Australia's last
series win against India came back in 2014-
15, and their last win on Indian soil dates
back to 2004-05.

The upcoming series, stretching from
November 22 to January 7,2025, will feature
five Tests played across iconic Australian
venues. Following the first Test in Perth, the
teams will head to Adelaide Oval for the
second Test, scheduled from December 6 to
10, which will be a day-night affair under the
lights. The third Test at Brisbane’s Gabba
will take place from December 14 to 18,
followed by the customary Boxing Day Test
at Melbourne Cricket Ground from
December 26 to 30. The series finale will be
staged at the Sydney Cricket Ground from
January 3to 7.

Mohammed Shami backs India to complete

hat-trick in Aus’rruliu.

India tour of Australia: Pacer
Mohammad Shami believes
India have a good chance of
winning the Test series for the
third successive time against
Australia Down Under this
winfer.

New Delhi. Senior pacer Mohammed Shami
has backed India to complete a hat-trick of
Test series victories in Australia, positioning
the Rohit Sharma-led team as favorites for
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy. India, having
won the last two away series in Australia
(2018-19 and 2020-21), have dominated
their rivals, with Australia failing to reclaim
the trophy since 2014.Shami, who was
instrumental in India's 2018-19 triumph,
missed the 202021 series but played his last
Test match against Australia during the
World Test Championship final in June 2023
at The Oval. Out of action since the ODI
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World Cup 2023 final due to surgery, Shami
is determined to make a full recovery before
returning to the national squad."l believe
India are the favourites to win the series. In
the last series in Australia, we played with a
young team, with many senior players
absent, yet we still proved we were the best.
I expect the next series to be highly
competitive, but I'm confident that India will
come out victorious," Shami said.Speaking
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at an awards function in Kolkata, Shami
outlined his cautious approach to his return.
"I don't want to rush myself, even though I
want to come back as soon as possible. It's
not advisable to return with any doubt. I
need to be stronger, and the stronger I feel,
the better it will be. My goal is to return at
my strongest,” Shami explained.Shami
emphasized the importance of fitness,
adding, "I've already started bowling. But

Unai Emery admits selection headache after
Aston Villa's 3-2 win over Everton

Aston Villa manager Unai Emery
admits facing a challenge in
managing his striking options after
a thrilling 3-2 comeback win against
Everton. Jhon Duran and Qllie
Watkins both impressed, creating a
selection headache for the manager.

London Aston Villa manager Unai Emery has

admitted that he faces a "challenge" in
managing the striking options at the Premier
League club after Jhon Duran and Ollie
Watkins impressed in a thrilling 3-2
comeback win against Everton.

Watkins, who had yet to score in the Premier

League this season, netted twice, helping
Villa overturn a two-goal deficit after
Everton's Dwight McNeil and Dominic
Calvert-Lewin put the visitors ahead. Duran,

Villa’s go-to super-sub, capped off the
comeback with a spectacular 30-yard strike
past England goalkeeper Jordan
Pickford.Speaking after the match, Emery
acknowledged the selection headache posed

by his two in-form forwards. “Jhon’s
potential is huge,” Emery said. "I want to
support him and help him grow in
confidence with more goals. He came back
from international duty with Colombia,
trained once, and yet he was excellent
today.Duran, who has consistently made an
impact off the bench, has now scored
decisive goals in several games this season.

Emery praised his development,
saying, "He has great potential to
explore, and since he decided to stay
with us, we've been focusing on his
progress. We’re very happy with
him."On Watkins, who ended his goal
drought in style, Emery expressed faith
in the forward’s ability to find the back
of the net. "Ollie was creating chances
in previous games but didn’t score," he
said. "I was always confident the goals
would come, and today they did. Even
after his two goals, he had more
chances, which is important for his
confidence."Emery hinted at the tactical
challenge ahead in deciding how best to
utilize both strikers. “We have to feel
comfortable with these two strikers and
figure out how we can play with one or both.
That’s the challenge we have.”The victory
serves as a confidence boost ahead of Aston
Villa’s return to European competition, as
they prepare to face BSC Young Boys in the
Champions League on Tuesday, marking
their first appearance in Europe’s top-tier
tournament since 1983.

Play till 40 R Ashwin reveals his retirement
plans uheud of Bungludesh Tests

India vs Bangladesh: Ace Indian

spinner Ravichandran Ashwin has

spoken about his future in

international cricket, stating that his

retirement will come when he no

longer feels the drive to improve his
ame.

New Delhi. Ace Indian spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin, now 37, has addressed growing
speculation about his future in international
cricket. While still a key figure in India's
Test squad, Ashwin clarified that his
retirement will come only when he no
longer feels the drive to improve his game.

Speaking ahead of India's home Test series
against Bangladesh, Ashwin revealed that
he hasn't set any specific retirement
timeline. Instead, his decision will hinge on
his personal motivation and performance.

"There is nothing like that in my mind. [ am
only thinking about one day at a time
because when you get older, you have to put
in extra effort every single day. It's not the
same. | have putina lot of effort in the last 3-
4 years. [ haven't decided (retirement), but
the day I feel that today I don't want to
improve, I will leave. That's all," Ashwin
said during a conversation with Vimal
Kumar on his YouTube channel when asked
if one can expect him to play till 40.Despite
nearing 40, Ashwin remains highly
motivated, stating that his daily effort and
passion for the game fuel his performance.
Ashwin holds the top spot in the ICC Test
bowler rankings and will play a crucial role
in India's upcoming five-Test home series,

starting with two matches against
Bangladesh, followed by three against New
Zealand. With 516 wickets in 100 Test
matches, he is India's second-highest
wicket-taker in the format, behind only Anil
Kumble, who holds the record at 619.While
many believe Ashwin could surpass
Kumble's tally, the off-spinner downplayed
such goals, choosing to focus on enjoying
his game. "I haven't set any targets for
myself. Anil Bhai wants me to break his
record, but I'm just happy living day by day.
I don't want to lose my love for the game by
setting targets," he explained.

Ashwin also reflected on the challenges he

faced between 2018 and 2020, a period
where injuries and form affected his game.
"I know how my life changed after that
tough phase. I'm just holding on to my joy of
cricket, and the moment I feel I'm losing it,
Il step away." The seasoned bowler
acknowledged that all players eventually
leave the game and that others will take their
place, continuing the legacy of Indian
cricket. "We all play, and we all have to
leave. Somebody else will come and do
well. It's Indian cricket," he concluded.

We are favourites

unless I'm 100 percent in every aspect—both
mentally and physically — I won't consider
returning to action. If needed, I'll even play
domestic cricket to ensure I'm at my best."

l Shami, who has taken 229 wickets in 64 Test

matches is also optimistic about India’s
upcoming two-Test series against
Bangladesh, which starts on September 19
in Chennai. Confident in India’s form and
playing conditions, he remarked, "It's fine if
Bangladesh have beaten Pakistan, but we're
playing at home. Bangladesh should
consider our record, current form, and the
strengths of the Indian team."

Looking ahead, Shami expressed a strong

desire to represent Bengal in the Ranji
Trophy as part of his comeback. "I definitely
want to play for Bengal in the coming
season. Playing two or three matches will
help me make a strong return to
international cricket," he stated,
underscoring the importance of domestic
cricket in regaining full match fitness.Shami
also shared his deep gratitude toward
Bengal, which played a pivotal role in
shaping his cricketing career. "I was born in
a family in UP where there was no
opportunity. So I often say I was born in UP
but made in Bengal. This is a journey of 22
years, and I am so grateful to Bengal for
making me what [ am," he said.

People advised me to commit
suicide: Navdeep Singh recalls
harrowing past

New Delhi India’s gold medallist from the

Paralympics 2024, Navdeep Singh, recently
opened up on his harrowing past when he was
asked to suicide by everyone. Navdeep
scripted history in Paris as he won a gold
medal in the men’s javelin throw F41 event
with a throw 0f47.32 metres.

Recently, the 23-year-old was asked what keeps

him motivated to face the challenges of life.
The para-athletics star revealed that he drew
his motivation from people’s belief that he
wouldn’t be able to do anything in life.“Aapko
kya lagta hai hume hausla kaha se aata hai?
Jab wo bolte hain ki tu kuch nahi kar sakta.
Isse acha to tu suicide kar le. Ye kya jeewan
hai tera [Where do you think we get our
courage from? When they say you can't do
anything. It's better if you just commit suicide.
What kind of life is this for you?],” Navdeep
told Shubhankar Mishra on his Youtube
Channel Further speaking ahead, Navdeep
remembered his late father who helped him
start his sporting journey.

“Shuruwat unhone karwai thi. Har jagah saath

they [He was the one who got me started. He

was with me every step of the way],” Navdeep
added.Meanwhile, Navdeep has become a
social media sensation for his aggressive
celebrations on the field with people drawing
comparisons with star India cricketer Virat
Kohli. However, he recently revealed Rohit
Sharma to be his favourite cricketer.

Navdeep's silver was turned into gold
In Paris,

Navdeep also shattered the
Paralympics record with a powerful throw of
47.32 metres, surpassing the previous record
held by China's Pengxiang Sun from Tokyo
2021. He originally finished in the silver
medal position with Iran's Beit Sadegh taking
the top spot with a throw 0of 47.64 meters.

However, the Iranian athlete was disqualified

due to unsporting conduct after he flaunted a
controversial flag after his victory which
pushed Navdeep in the gold medal position.
The Haryana-born athlete stands at just 4 feet
4 inches tall, but the stature of his
achievements has left everyone in awe of his
gritand determination.

Carlo Ancelotti reacts after Real Madrid
beat Sociedad: We didn't deserve to win

Real Madrid manager Carlo
Ancelotti made a shocking
confession after his team
secured a 2-0 win over Real
Sociedad in the La Liga clash.
With the victory, Real Madrid
remain second in La Liga,
now on 11 points.

Madrid Real Madrid manager Carlo Ancelotti

believes his team was not dominating enough
to merit a 2-0 win over Real Sociedad, which

was sealed by second-half penalties from
Vinicius Jr and Kylian Mbappe. In his post-
match press conference, Ancelotti praised
his players for their resilience and character
in weathering the pressure from a
determined Real Sociedad side. "It was a
complicated match. We didn't deserve to win
because Real Sociedad pushed us really
hard," Ancelotti said.The Italian manager
highlighted the team's defensive grit, noting
their ability to endure difficult moments.
"We held on and suffered, showed character
and a lot of commitment. I value that a lot
because it's not easy to find commitment in a
team with so much talent and quality, and
today we did it," he added.

While Real Madrid managed to secure the
crucial three points, Ancelotti acknowledged
that the performance left room for
improvement. " leave very satisfied, but we
have to be self-critical in order to improve.

It's a great opportunity for us to assess what
we didn’t do well, but with three more points
in the table."With the victory, Real Madrid
remain second in La Liga, now on 11 points,
trailing leaders Barcelona by a single point.
Barcelona are set to visit fifth-placed Girona
on Sunday, a match that could have
significant implications for the league
standings.Ancelotti also touched on his
team’s struggle with fatigue and a congested

fixture schedule, compounded by
injuries to key midfielders Jude
Bellingham, Eduardo Camavinga, Dani
Ceballos, and Aurelien Tchouameni.
"We have to take into account that we are
not at 100 percent. It's normal, we don't
have four midfielders who are injured. |
value a lot the work of those who have
played," Ancelotti explained.Kylian
Mbappe, who netted his third goal for
Real Madrid, received praise from the
manager for his improving form as he
settles into his new club. "I see Mbappe
fresher, more active. He's very dangerous
and combines well with Vinicius and the
other forwards. He is improving a lot. I liked
his game a lot," Ancelotti said.

With this victory behind them, Real Madrid

now shifted their focus to their Champions
League title defence, starting with a home
match against Stuttgart on Tuesday.
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\iharika
onidela

Sequin Bling Bodycon Dress Is
Perfect For Your Next Party

/4 T

iharika Konidela is an active face in the world of Telugu film
industry. The actress belongs to the family which has gifted us
numerous fine actors. Besides acting, she is also an active social
media user. She frequently shares glimpses of her professional and
personal life, which are often widely shared by her fans. Today, we will
talk about one such post of her’s that surfaced on the internet, creating a
buzz among the fans. Her fans are flooding the comment section after
seeing the post. In her recent post, she was seen wearing a sequin bling
bodycon dress, perfectly teamed up with black colour diamond earring.
The photos were likely taken during a photoshoot. Niharika Konidela was
seen wearing light makeup along with red lipstick and perfectly drawn
eyebrows, in which she looked elegant. In one of the pictures, she was also
seen flaunting her tattoo. Several users praised her beautiful looks in the
comment section.

Talking about her personal life, Niharika Konidela’s relationship with her
ex-husband Chaitanya Jonnalagadda didn’t last long. Married on
December 9 2020, the couple got divorced just three years later on July 5,
2023, Several of her fans criticised her for posting such pictures on social
media after the divorce. The comments have created a massive stir on
social media platforms. One user commented, “In this society, they are
roaming easily leaving their married husband.” Several other users
criticised this user for such acomment.

As Niharika Konidela is enjoying her single life, several rumours have
emerged stating that she has had relationships with numerous heroes. She
never shared much about her personal life in public.The post garnered
millions of views and was liked by more than 98,000 users. Several users
praised her beauty. One user commented, *“You look so beautiful,” while
another user wrote, *“You are a natural beauty.”

Sana Makbul

Reveals Why She Never Dated Actors, Says She’s
‘Jealous’ of Neha Kakkar: ‘Want What They...

Sana Makbul is currently dating Telugu businessman, Srikanth Bureddy. He grabbed
attention when he arrived to pick her up on the grand finale of Big Boss OTT 3 in
Mumbai. He confirmed their relationship while addressing the media and even stated
that he’s planning on marrying her very soon. Now, in an exclusive chat with News18
Showsha, Sana tells us that she has never been info actors and spills the beans on why
never wanted to date them.She says, “I"ve actor friends who’re either married or are
dating but they don’t have that sense of security. Understanding each other is rare and

it’s beautiful. Taking each other’s criticisms positively is very important. Everyone
has their own perspective on this but I've never dated anybody who's an actor. I've
never been in a situation like that. ['ve always looked for somebody outside the
industry, maybe a businessman. And since I haven’t had the experience of dating an

actor, 1 don’t know how it / -

works.”
But the one couple she looks up
to his Neha Kakkar and her
husband, Rohanpreet Singh.
Sana recently collaborated
with Rohanpreet on the
recently released music video
titled Kaala Maal. Talking
about them, she says, “If [ talk
about Rohanpreet and Neha,
there’s an understanding that
they share and that’s what
partnership is all about. 1t’s all
about appreciating each other.
If you and your partner are compatible, half the battle is already won. As husband
and wife, they understand each other’s professions too.”
Sana admits that it’s never easy for couples belonging to the same profession. And
commenting on how the idea is to not take criticisms to heart in a relationship, the
Bigg Boss OTT 3 winner adds, “Judgement is a deal-breaker. They may not like
% each other’s works but if they’ve the transparency when it comes to
communication, then it gets very easy. Neha and Rohanpreet give so much
importance to each other and that’s why they’re together. I look at them and feel
really jealous (laughs). I’m in awe of them. I want to have what they have.”

—

Sunny Kaushal Compares Vikrant
Massey To Vicky Kaushal: 'He Is
Like An Elder Broer To Me'

} Py ey

Sunny Kaushal, who was last seen in Phir Aayi

Hasseen Dillruba, recently shared insights into his
off-screen bond with co-star Vikrant Massey. In the
romantic thriller, Sunny shared the screen with
Vikrant Massey and Taapsee Pannu. During a recent
interview with Instant Bollywood, Sunny revealed
that he saw shades of his brother, Vicky Kaushal, in
Vikrant, describing Vikrant as an elder brother figure
to him.Sunny stated, “Vikrant, I see Vicky in him.
He’s like an elder brother to me.” He also recalled a
conversation with his father, Sham Kaushal, who
had worked as an action director on Vikrant’s film
Mumbaikar. Sunny shared, “Usko (Vikrant) milke
na mujhe teri aur Vicky ki yaad aa gayi (After
meeting him, I was reminded of you and Vicky).”

Sunny reflected on how he and Vikrant’s similar

upbringing contributed to their bond, saying, “Kahin
na kahin hum logon ki upbringing, hum jahan se
aaye hain woh na kaafi match karta hai (Somewhere
our upbringing, where we have come from, matches
a lot).” He added that whenever they exchanged
childhood stories, they found striking similarities in
their experiences.Meanwhile, Phir Aayi Hasseen
Dillruba was released on Netflix on August 9, 2024,
The film, a sequel to the 2021 hit Haseen Dillruba, is
directed by Jayprad Desai and produced by Colour
Yellow Productions and T-Series Films, with a
screenplay by Kanika Dhillon. Following its release,
Vicky Kaushal took to Instagram to praise the film,
particularly the sequel’s ability to elevate the story.

Vicky expressed his admiration for the film, writing,

“Taking the twists, turns, romance and romaanch
notches up from the first part... whatey mazzedaar
watch. Don’t miss it! Congrats team.”He also
praised his brother Sunny’s performance, saying,
“(@sunsunnykhez You have truly surprised me with
your ability to pull off such a twisted character. So
tastefully done. I know how excited you were to take
up this part and could see you have fun playing it
through and through. So proud! Onwards and
upwards brother!”

Bhumi Pednekar Has A
Special Wish For Her First

Co-Star Ayushmann Khurrana

On His 40th Birthday

Bollywood actor Ayushmann Khurrana is celebrating

his 40th birthday today, and the outpouring of love
from family, friends, and fans has been
overwhelming on social media. Among the many
heartfelt tributes was a special post from actress
Bhumi Pednekar, who made her Bollywood debut
alongside Ayushmann in the movie, Dum Laga Ke
Haisha. On Saturday, Bhumi took to her Instagram
Stories to share an adorable selfie with the birthday
boy. In the snap, the duo can be seen enjoying a hot
cup of chai and some cookies, with Ayushmann
sporting a black sweatshirt and Bhumi in a white
hoodie.Sharing the picture, Bhumi wrote, “Happy
Birthday (@ayushmannk, Have the bestest year,”
followed by a sparkle and nazar amulet emoji.

Apart from Bhumi’s debut movie, Dum Laga Ke

Haisa, she and Ayushmann starred together in the
2017 romcom, Shubh Mangal Saavdhan, a film
about erectile dysfunction. On September 1,the R S
Prasanna-directed film completed seven years of its
release. To celebrate the same, Ayushmann shared a
montage of several clips of the film and wrote,
“#7YearsOfShubhMangalSaavdhan,” followed by a
red heart, cookie and teacup emoji.

Ayushmann and Bhumi also worked together in the

2019 satirical film, Bala. In it, Bhumi played a friend
to Ayushmann’s titular character, who suffers from
male pattern baldness. Then, Bhumi made a cameo
appearance in the Andhadhun actor’s 2020 film,
Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan, which revolved
around the love story of'a gay man.

Ayushmann Khurrana was last seen in the sequel to his

2019 superhit, Dream Girl, Dream Girl 2. He will be
next seen in Karan Johar’s upcoming untitled film,
co-starring Sara Ali Khan, Reportedly, he is also
expected to join the Maddock Films horror-comedy
universe with the film Vampires of Vijay Nagar
alongside actress Rashmika Mandanna.Meanwhile,
Bhumi Pednekar was last seen in Bhakshak, a crime
thriller based on the Muzaffarpur shelter case. She
will be next seen in the Netflix series, The Royals,
co-starring Ishaan Khatter, Zeenat Aman, Chunky
Panday, Sakshi Tanwar, Dino Morea, and Milind
Soman.
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