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India’s deft balancing act
on foreign policy front

THE Narendra Modi government outlined two
axioms of India’s foreign policy — ‘Bharat First’
and ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ (the world is one
family) — when it came to power in June this
year. Its intention has been to maintain the
momentum of the foreign policy initiatives that
yielded success in the last decade. After the 2024
General Election, questions were raised about
the government’s ability to steer decisions on
foreign policy because of the lack of an absolute
majority in the Lok Sabha. During the first 100
days of Modi 3.0, some crucial foreign policy
initiatives were taken to address critical
emerging challenges.India’s national interests
have been driving its relations with the major
powers, and it is fair to say that it has managed to
strike a balance between maintaining an
autonomous position and creating friendships.
Russia has remained a constant in India’s foreign
policy (historically and amid the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine war), reinforced by PM Modi’s visit to
Moscow in July. New Delhi’s prime areas of
interest in its relations with Russia continue to
include defence, energy and the strategic
domain.New Delhi’s relations with Washington
remain significant, given India’s most critical
strategic challenge of China’s growing assertion
onits border and Beijing’s expanding presence in
neighbouring countries. India-US ties are likely
to grow, irrespective of whether a Democrat or a
Republican gets elected in the US. The existing
trajectory of the partnership indicates expansion
of cooperation in economic, strategic,
technological and defence sectors.The criticality
of'its neighbourhood for India was evident in the
statement made by External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar at the Jasjit Singh Memorial lecture at
the Centre for Air Power Studies in August:
“What we have tried to do in the last 10 years is
actually to economically bring our neighbours
much closer... there will be political ups and
downs... these are realities we have to accept...
but...we today have more resources, more
capabilities, we are geographically at the centre,
our size is so much bigger... we need to drive the
process, we will set the pace, and we will go the
extra mile.” Undoubtedly, India’s
neighbourhood policy needs a push. It cannot
achieve the objective of becoming a $5-trillion
economy without focusing on regional economic
integration.The heads of India’s neighbouring
countries (except for Pakistan and Afghanistan)
and heads of island nations in the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR) were invited to PM Modi’s
swearing-in ceremony. The External Affairs
Minister’s visit to Male in August appositely
conveyed India’s intentions that the Maldives
remained an important partner of India in
maintaining peace in the [OR.In its relations with
Pakistan, India remains firm on a strictly
conditional dialogue. The two nations have had
no diplomatic dialogue after the January 2016
terror attack on the Pathankot Air Force station
by Pakistan-sponsored terror group Jaish-e-
Mohammed that derailed the Modi government’s

Punjab needs a robust policy to tackle agrarian crisis

Punjab does not have an agriculture policy till date. Three policy drafts have been submitted to the government over the past decade or so.

Punjab does not have an agriculture policy till date despite

the fact that three policy drafts have been submitted over
the past decade or so. The first draft (58 pages), prepared
under the chairmanship of GS Kalkat, was presented to
the state government in March 2013. It was neither made
public by the government nor turned into a policy. The
second one (21 pages), prepared under the chairmanship
of Ajay Vir Jakhar, was presented to the government in
2018. This, too, met with the same fate.In January 2023,

the government constituted an 11-member committee of §

experts under the convenership of Sukhpal Singh to
prepare the third draft. This committee prepared an
exhaustive policy draft (211 pages) and presented it to
the government on October 13, 2023.The government,
however, took more than 11 months to make it public,
and that too under the pressure of farmers’ unions.
Inexplicably, the government also simultaneously
engaged the Boston Consulting Group as a consultant to
seek advice on crop diversification. This only shows that
successive governments have neither been serious about
formulating an agriculture policy nor have had faith in
their duly constituted committees. The second and third
drafts were prepared under the convenership of the
chairpersons of the Punjab State Farmers and Farm
Workers’ Commission, a statutory body.A significant
underlying thread in all three drafts is the
acknowledgement of the agrarian crisis as a consequence
of declining farm income and other factors. The crisis
has been amply reflected in the suicide surveys
conducted by three state universities — Punjab
Agricultural University (PAU), Guru Nanak Dev
University and Punjabi University. As per official data,
more than 16,000 farmers and farm labourers have died
by suicide between 2000 and 2016 in Punjab. The
numbers would have only risen in subsequent years.

In view of the deepening agrarian crisis, all three drafts

have laid emphasis on improving the productivity,
profitability and sustainability of farming and income of
the farmers and farm labourers. The 2030 UN Agenda on
Sustainable Development Goals suggests that all sectors,
including agriculture, be considered from three
dimensions of sustainability: economic, social and
environmental. The agenda says that if a farm is not
economically sound or not resilient to external shocks or
if the wellbeing of those working on the farm is not
considered, a farm cannot be sustainable. Increased
investments in R&D and infrastructure, strengthening
extension services, high-value crops, improved
livestock and dairying, value addition, assured
marketing, establishment of the price stabilisation fund,
crop diversification, curbing the depleting water table
and deteriorating soil health have been the recommended
solutions in almost all policy drafts.The first and second
drafts had 12 and 14 policy recommendations,

=
respectively. The third has 28. Though the latest draft
seems to have immensely benefited from the earlier
ones, it has a number of novel and more elaborate
recommendations compared to the earlier ones.Based on
agro-climatic zones, the third policy draft has
recommended the cultivation of crops in their natural
growing areas. The establishment of institutes of
excellence with focus on agri-marketing research and
intelligence, innovative agricultural marketing and
multi-purpose cooperative societies, democratic and
transparent functioning of the cooperative sector, etc.,
are main recommendations in this domain. The policy
has laid down special emphasis on every crop and has
recommended that Punjab be developed as a seed
hub.Unlike the earlier drafts, this one has come up with
an elaborate plan to develop organic farming. A Punjab-
specific crop insurance policy, enhanced compensation
to the families of suicide victims to the tune of Rs 10 lakh
each, provision of free healthcare to farmers and farm
workers, pension to farm workers and small farmers after
the age of 60, one-time debt settlement and registration
of money-lenders are some of the other salient
recommendations.The draft also recommends legal
guarantee of MSP for the crops being cultivated in
Punjab, but does not say anything about the
implementation of the Swaminathan formula, which is a
major demand of farmers. The earlier two drafts, too, had
highlighted the issue of non-procurement of crops at the

Onus on judiciary to combat communal stereotypes

Judge’s Pak remark

peace initiatives. Pakistan has often tried to
highlight the reversal of the abrogation of Article
370 as a precondition for talks or diplomatic
exchange with India. This position is a
nonstarter, as India’s decision and position on
Article 370 remain unchanged. Also, the Jammu
region has seen significant infiltrations from
Pakistan and a series of terror attacks since June.

This is the 10th year of India’s Act East Policy
(AEP), which charted the way for its engagement
with the East. PM Modi’s recent visits to Brunei
and Singapore signified the importance of the
AEP. India is exploring a wide range of areas of
cooperation with Southeast Asian nations, such
as semiconductors, hydrocarbons, healthcare
and skill development. Singapore is the largest
trading partner for India within ASEAN and the
top source of foreign direct investments into
India. Brunei is important for India’s space
programme, and New Delhi is seeking to
enhance space cooperation with it.

IN this age of social media and incessant public
scrutiny, it’s not easy for persons in high places to
say anything and get away with it. Once immune
to criticism, judges, too, are feeling the heat.
Taking suo motu cognisance of reports about
controversial remarks by Justice Vedavyasachar
Srishananda of the Karnataka High Court, the
Supreme Court has sought a report from the HC
Registrar General. In a video clip that has gone
viral, the judge is heard saying during a case
hearing that a certain area of Bengaluru is in
Pakistan. Justice Srishananda left no room for R
doubt that he was referring to the Muslim §
community when he said that every
autorickshaw in that area had 10 people and even
a strict police officer would be beaten up
there.The judge has laid bare his deep-rooted
prejudice, causing embarrassment to the entire

judiciary. The delivery of justice is bound to be
adversely impacted when some judges are perceived to

have political or communal leanings. In May, Justice
Chitta Ranjan Dash of the Calcutta High Court had

MSP, except wheat and paddy. Again, the third draft
shows a serious concern about the depleting water table
and increasing use of electricity in the agriculture sector,
butis silent on free power to run tubewells. Contrary to it,
the first draft had recommended metering of power and
charging beyond a certain level of free supply, while the
second one had recommended restriction of free power
to farmers having up to 10 acres of land.However, the
good part is that the latest draft has strongly
recommended a ban on paddy cultivation in 15 highly
over-drafted blocks. Notwithstanding this, there are a
good number of best practices of water-saving
cultivation being experimented by some farmer groups.
The farmers’ commission may interact with them before
finalising the policy.In view of the shrinking job avenues
in the agriculture sector, the issues of unemployment and
disguised unemployment in farming deserve a serious
consideration, but the draft has made only a passing
reference to them. The large number of vacant posts in
PAU, Guru Angad Dev Veterinary and Animal Sciences
University, government departments and boards
concerned have been aptly highlighted in the draft and
merit immediate government attention.The
recommendations in the draft need an informed public
discourse by all stakeholders, even as the finances are a
major challenge. Still, there are many recommendations
that require little or no finances. Let’s hope that the third
draft culminates in an appropriate agriculture policy.

thanked the RSS in his farewell speech and
fondly recalled his long association with the
right-wing body. The disclosure had cast a
shadow on his entire career and shown the
high court in a poor light.

Article 50 of the Constitution, which puts the
onus on the State to separate the judiciary
from the executive in public services, seems
to have been conveniently forgotten. As is
often the case these days, the Supreme Court
has taken it upon itself to set things right.
Upset at the provocative remark of Justice
Srishananda, a five-judge SC Bench has said
thatit may lay down basic guidelines. It’s the
need of the hour to ask judges at all levels to
mind their language. The apex court had
taken a commendable initiative last year by
bringing out the Handbook on Combating
Gender Stereotypes. Something similar is

required to counter communal stereotypes.

THERE’s a calm in Srinagar that hasn’t been seen in
years. Parks are full of children playing football and
parents sitting around, gossiping. Lal Chowk is clean,
with a huge hoarding that displays an ad for a
pregnancy test kit. A Starbucks restaurant has opened
in a mall on the bund, in front of the tall row of chinar
trees still standing sentinel. Auto-wallahs and Uber-
wallahs (who still won’t go to Pantha Chowk in the
evening) and shop-keepers celebrate the return of the
Indian tourist to the Kashmir valley. Schools are full
and open the year-round — outside Presentation
Convent, an electronic board says, “A good student is
one who drinks deeply from the well of
knowledge.”Still, take a deep breath and stand on the
Jhelum bund, and wonder — is this the calm before
the storm? What will happen when people realise,
after the Assembly elections are done on October 1,
that the ‘Delhi model’ of truncated power will be
imported into Jammu & Kashmir?

That there is no easy return to full statehood, at least not
yet, despite PM Modi’s promise at an election rally
earlier this week. That Modi’s hand-picked man, the
Lt Governor, will continue to take charge of powerful
departments like land and law and order issues, while
an elected CM runs the rest of the show.

Or is this the calm after the storm — have the people
realised that there’s no more point in stone-pelting or
protesting or joining militancy? Certainly, Kashmiris,
more than anyone else in the country — with the
exception of Manipuris — are keenly aware that one
wrong step will provoke the Indian state into cracking
down so hard that the memories of firing that August
morning in 2019 to scare off a people’s protest in
Soura, a Srinagar suburb, will remain just that — a

Why Modi has thrown the dice in J&K

THE GREAT GAME: It’s in the PM’s self-interest — as well as in national interest — to let full statehood return

handful of diminished memories.

Perhaps, this is a calm because of the storm. It is clear
that PM Modi has thrown the dice again, and played
the most important ace in its pack. Modi knows that
the stakes, especially in the international arena, are
enormous — he’s going to the US and will rub
shoulders with global leaders, who are sure to ask
him about Kashmir.He knows better than most that
the conduct of the ongoing poll will make all the
difference — it will either enhance his credibility or
it will deepen the doubt. As it is, he has lost some of
his awe in the wake of the Lok Sabha polls; any
further squandering in Haryana and Maharashtra
will undermine him further.But Kashmir is different.
This election is not just about who wins — although,
if the BJP manages to form the government, by hook
or by crook, then that is not just icing on the cake, it’s
unmitigated delirium — but a verdict on the past five
years. Besides the fact that some public projects
have been won by contractors from eastern Uttar
Pradesh, the home region of Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha, the fact is that some of Home Minister Amit
Shah and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s most
capable officers and soldiers have colluded in
ensuring the successful delivery of goods, which has
directly translated into a reduction in militancy.

That’s why this election is different. It’s definitely
about a definite reduction in new recruits into
militancy — there are said to be about 75 in the Valley
and another 75 in Jammu region. This summer, the
Indian Army lost not just jawans, but an unusual
number of officers, mostly in ambushes by highly
trained and motivated terrorists carrying US-made
weapons like M-4 assault rifles — presumably stolen

from the Afghan theatre — who dug tunnels under the
international boundary to enter the Jammu region and
take Indian soldiers by surprise.

Still, it is to the credit of the Indian Army that it has
regrouped, both on the Line of Control — where a

ceasefire agreement with Pakistan remains intact —
as well as in the Jammu region. It seems to have, more
or less, wrested back the advantage.

This election is important because it will draw a line
under PM Modi’s most important political decision
so far. When Article 370 was summarily abrogated
that early August morning, a web of security was
thrown around J&K. Pockets of resistance, such as
the media, were isolated. Journalists and
photographers and activists were put on no-fly lists
and local newspapers turned into little more than
mouthpieces. Politicians were put under house arrest
or summarily thrown into jail. Some of them, like the
sitting MP from Baramulla, Engineer Rashid,
arrested under the UAPA anti-terror law, are back

campaigning this election, bringing many to ask
whether he and other candidates from the banned
Jamaat-e-Islami, fighting as Independents, are in fact
proxies of the BJP.The bigger question, five years on,
is whether it was worth it. Can you measure the fact
that the streets are clean, the parks are full, kids
go to school and the highways are as smooth as
Hema Malini’s cheeks, against the fact that
democracy, as we know it, has been off-kilter
these five years? Most of all, bureaucrats,
however competent, cannot replace politicians,
whose job it is to listen to people and their
grievances. The question is, will the polls usher
in a new era, and if so, how different will it be
from the old era?That’s why it is in Modi’s self-
interest — as well as in India’s national interest
—to let a full statehood return to J&K. The best
part is that everyone in the former state knows,
today, that things can be fixed, good governance
is possible, and best of all, militancy can be
controlled. Imagine what a model that is for an
elected government round the corner.The first phase
in a three-phase poll has just taken place, in south
Kashmir, in parts of the heart of insurgency — a 60
per cent turnout is an astonishing indicator. It means
that stone-pelters can be persuaded to turn from
stones to votes, that years of pent-up resentment can
be channelised towards the greater good. Kashmir’s
years of chaos and grief can never be forgotten, but
imagine, if this election is the beginning of a new
page.If it is, and a full restoration of democracy is in
order, then Kashmir can dream of returning to
normalcy. Today, it stands on a precipice. One step
forward or backward is sure to decide its destiny.
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Vodafone Idea signs
$3.6 Billion deal with
Nokia, Ericsson, and
Samsung for network
equipment supply

vi

NEW DELHI. Vodafone Idea Limited
(VIL), India's third-largest telecom service
provider, announced a deal worth $3.6
billion (approximately Rs. 300 billion)
with Nokia, Ericsson, and Samsung for
network equipment supply over three
years. The company said that the deal
initiates VIL's three-year capital
expenditure plan of approximately $6.6
billion (Rs. 550 billion), aiming to expand
4G coverage, launch 5G in key markets.

VIL has continued its partnerships with
existing long-term partners Nokia and
Ericsson while also onboarding Samsung
as a new partner. Vodafone Idea, the cash-
strapped telecom operator, is the only
private company yet to launch its
commercial 5G network in India, despite
acquiring 5G spectrum two years ago. In
contrast, competitors Reliance Jio and
Bharti Airtel are rapidly expanding their
5G networks and have nearly covered the
entire country. Vodafone Idea's cash crunch
has hindered its ability to expand its 4G
network, leading to a decline in customers
due to insufficient 4G coverage and no 5G
network.According to the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India, Vodafone
Idealost 1,413,910 subscribers and held an
18.46% market share dip as of July 2024.
Vodafone Idea emphasized that its top
priority is to expand 4G coverage to 1.2
billion Indians. Following its recent equity
raise of Rs. 240 billion and an additional
spectrum acquisition of Rs. 35 billion in the
June 2024 auction, the company has
initiated quick-win capital expenditure
projects. These include deploying more
spectrum on existing sites and rolling out
new sites, resulting in a 15% capacity boost
and an increase in population coverage by
16 million by September 2024. Currently,
the Capex is funded through the equity
raise. In the first quarter of FY2024-25,
Vodafone Idea reported a consolidated net
loss of Rs. 6,432 crore. However, the
company improved its average revenue per
user (ARPU) to Rs. 146, up from Rs. 139 a
year ago.

Majority of users say
they will stop using UPI
if transaction fee is
levied: Survey

NEW DELHI. Around 75 per cent UPI users
will stop using it if any transaction charge is
levied on the service, a survey by
Localcircles said on Sunday. The survey
found that 38 per cent of users make over 50
per cent of their payment transactions via
UPI instead of debit, credit or any other form
of digital transaction.

"Only 22 per cent UPI users surveyed are
willing to bear a transaction fee on payments,
75 per cent of respondents stated that they
will stop using UPI if a transaction fee is
introduced," the survey said.

The survey comprising three broad areas
claims to have received 42,000 responses
from 308 districts but the number of replies
on each question varied. The questions
regarding transaction fee on UPI received
15,598 responses.

The National Payments Corporation of India
(NPCI) posted arecord 57 per cent rise in the
volume of transactions and 44 per cent rise in
value in the 2023-24 fiscal year, compared to
the previous fiscal year. For the first time
UPI transactions crossed 100 billion and
closed at 131 billion in a financial year,
compared to 84 billion in 2022-23. In value
terms, it touched Rs 199.89 trillion,
compared to Rs 139.1 trillion, the report said.

The survey found 37 per cent of respondents
shared UPI transaction accounts for more
than 50 per cent of their total payment in
value terms."With UPI rapidly becoming an
integral part of nearly 4 in 10 consumers,
there is strong resistance to any kind of direct
or indirect transaction charges being
imposed. LocalCircles will escalate the
findings of this survey with the Ministry of
Finance and Reserve Bank of India (RBI) so
that the pulse of the UPI user is taken into
account before any MDR charges are
permitted," the survey report said. The
survey was conducted online between July
15 to September 20.

Luxury carmakers Mercedes, Audi, BMW
expect robust sales this fes’nve season

«lhe quury car market in
India currently remains very

small accounting for less
than 2 per cent of the
overall passenger vehicle
market in the country.

NEW DELHI. Luxury carmakers Mercedes-
Benz, Audi and BMW are eyeing robust
sales during the festive period this year with
demand for high-end cars continuing to see
anupward trend in India.

In an interaction with PTI, Mercedes-Benz
India MD and CEO Santosh Iyer said the
luxury car segment is set for its best-ever
performance this year with festive season
offtakes playing a major role in the overall
performance.He noted that the festive

season generally gives high double-
digit sales growth, helping the
automaker to average out single-digit
growth of the earlier quarter. "So in
that sense, on an average, then we are
able to get a double-digit growth
during the festive season," Iyer stated.

Elaborating on the overall industry,
which still remains a very small part of
the overall passenger vehicle market
in the country, he said the segment is
headed for record volumes this fiscal
year but not all players are witnessing
growth. "Some (companies) are even
degrowing, some are flat and they are §
facing headwinds, but because we are £
the primary player in the market, we
still feel the luxury car market should
cross 50,000-51,000 cars this year,"
Iyersaid.

The luxury car market in India currently

2 per cent of the overall passenger vehicle
market in the country.

Audi India Head Balbir Singh Dhillon said
the demand in the last few months has
grown steadily and the company expects
this to continue in the period ahead. "We are

working relentlessly with our HQ to get
additional allocations for India, to fulfil this
growing demand," he stated.

remains very small accounting for less than Having said that, one cannot disregard the

fact that the waiting period for Audi cars has
gone up owing to demand and supply
mismatch, he added. "It is also important to
mention that the prevailing Global
challenges are not only impacting the
adequate supply of new cars, but also

Major Drivers For Markets This Week: Global
Trends, Trading Ac’nvny of Foreign Investor

«Stock markets had a record-
breaking rally last week,
largely driven by the US
Federal Reserve’s rate cut.

NEW DELHI.Investors will keep a track on

global trends and trading activity of foreign
investors with no major domestic trigger in
sight this week, analysts said and added that
markets may face volatility amid the
monthly derivatives expiry. Stock markets
had a record-breaking rally last week,
largely driven by the US Federal Reserve’s
rate cut. Historically, rate cuts in the US have
had a positive impact on emerging markets,
with India being a favoured bet among
global investors, Santosh Meena, Head of
Research, Swastika Investmart Ltd, said.
The highlight of the week was the aggressive
buying by Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs), who poured in over Rs 14,000 crore
on Friday alone, he added. “There are no

major triggers expected this week, but
upcoming macroeconomic data from the US
will be crucial to monitor. FII flows will
remain a key factor for the Indian equity
market, alongside domestic institutional
inflows, which will also play an important
role.“While markets currently seem unfazed
by geopolitical risks, these factors could
pose a significant threat to the ongoing
bullish momentum. As we approach the
September F&O expiry, heightened
volatility is likely,” Meena said. The 30-

share BSE Sensex jumped 1,359.51 points
or 1.63 per cent to settle at an all-time high of
84,544.31 on Friday. During the day, it
soared 1,509.66 points or 1.81 per cent to hit
the momentous intra-day peak of 84,694.46.

The NSE Nifty surged 375.15 points or 1.48

per cent to close at a record 25,790.95 level.
During the day, the gauge zoomed 433.45
points or 1.70 per cent to reach an all-time
intra-day peak of 25,849.25. Last week, the
BSE benchmark jumped 1,653.37 points or
1.99 per cent and Nifty surged 434.45 points
or 1.71 per cent. Siddhartha Khemka, Head —
Research, Wealth Management, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services Ltd, said,
“Markets are gradually climbing up and we
expect this positive momentum to continue
this week backed by strong FII inflow,
healthy domestic macros, and receding
concern about the US economy slowing
down.”Movement of rupee against the US
dollar and global oil benchmark Brent crude
will also influence trading in the markets.

“Although the major event of the Fed’s rate cut

is behind us, attention will remain on the US
markets for further direction.

Elon Musk decides to comply with Brazil's
legal orders to end month-long clash

Bloomberg. Elon Musk backed down and

decided to comply with court orders in
Brazil, an attempt to end a monthslong clash
that culminated in million-dollar fines and
the banning of his social network X in Latin
America’s largest economy.

X appointed a legal representative in the

country on Friday, seeking to obey a
deadline imposed by the Supreme Court and
end the ban on the social-media platform in
the country that began Aug. 30, according to
ajudicial filing.

The company formerly known as Twitter also

informed the court that it followed previous
orders and blocked accounts allegedly
responsible for disseminating hate speech
and fake news, two people familiar with the
matter who can’t publicly discuss a case
under seal said Saturday. The company had
until now resisted abiding by orders from the
court. Justice Alexandre de Moraes gave X
five days to provide further information on
its legal representation, according to a new
order filed on Saturday. It also granted the
court’s secretary 48 hours to verify if earlier
orders were respected. The court will then be

able to make a decision on whether to
reinstate X in Brazil after a review.
“Clarifications and information in response
to Moraes’ order” were presented to the
court, the law firm hired by X said in a
statement late Friday in Brazil. X is now
represented by Rachel de Oliveira Villa
Nova Conceigdo in Brazil, according to a
court document first reported by CNN
Brasil. Although X informed the Supreme
Court on Wednesday that it had appointed
two attorneys in the country, Moraes gave
the company 24 hours to prove lawyers were
hired on its behalf. The deadline ended at
9:29 p.m. local time Friday, according to the
court.In April, Musk pledged to defy orders
from Moraes, who is spearheading a judicial

campaign against hate speech and fake
news, to suspend certain accounts in the
country. The world’s richest man accused
the judge of censorship, while Moraes
opened a criminal inquiry into Musk and
accused him of spreading disinformation.

This week the platform abruptly became

accessible to Brazilian users after an
automatic update switched the way it directs
traffic, the country’s association of internet
providers said. Moraes ordered X to restore
a block on its site Sept. 19 or face fines of 5
million reais ($907,000) a day, accusing it of
attempting to “disobey” the court. A
spokesperson for X said late Sept. 18 that a
change to its network provider following the
ban had caused an “inadvertent and
temporary service restoration to Brazilian
users.”Brazil’s telecommunications
watchdog said in a statement Sept. 19 that
the conduct of X demonstrates “deliberate
intention to disregard the order of the
Supreme Court” and that “any new attempts
to circumvent the block will merit
appropriate measures” from the regulatory
agency.

During the meeting,

instilling pressure on the prlces
Dhillon stated. With the upcoming
festive season, Audi is expecting
good growth on the back of
sustained demand models like A4,
. A6,Q5,Q7and Q8.

~ BMW Group India President
Vikram Pawah said the
fundamentals of the Indian
economy are sturdy and consumer
confidence in the luxury segment
is on the rise. "For BMW Group
India, the order bank is solid and
we are trying our best to speed up
deliveries for our customers.
Along with additional bookings
around Diwali and Dussehra, we
are confident of closing the year on
a high note while clocking
impressive growth," he stated.

He noted that the group is witnessing very

strong demand for products across all
segments. Pawah said that in the run-up to
the festive season, the company has
introduced several special editions of its
existing model range. The festive season
usually commences with Onam and ends
with Diwali every year.

Banks asked to have clear
policy for debt recovery

NEW DELHI. Finance ministry has asked

banks to have a clearly defined policy for
small and high-value cases pending in Debt
Resolution Tribunals (DRTs) for
‘optimising’ recovery. The ministry has also
asked the banks to put in place effective
monitoring and oversight mechanisms for
management of pending cases in DRTs.

These instructions were given to banks in a

conference chaired by M Nagaraju,
secretary, the Department of Financial
Services (DFS), Ministry of Finance on
Saturday in New Delhi. Chairpersons of
Debt Recovery Appellate Tribunals
(DRATs) and presiding officers of Debt
Recovery of Tribunals (DRTSs) also attended
the meeting.

a whole gamut of issues
were discussed concerning the functioning
of DRTs and ways to make recovery
procedures more efficient. The meeting also
discussed some of the best practices
followed in DRTs, which can be adopted
across DRTs for better outcome. In the
meeting, the banks were also instructed to
take into account the transaction costs while
pursuing pending recovery cases.

NCLAT rejects tax claim
against Reliance
Communications

NEW DELHI. The NCLAT has set aside a

petition filed by the tax department claiming
dues from Reliance Communications
(RCom). The tribunal observed that the
claim was based on the assessment made
after the initiation of insolvency resolution
process against the debt-ridden firm.

An NCLAT bench upheld the earlier order

passed by the Mumbai bench of the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), which had
rejected the state tax department’s second
claim of Rs 6.10 crore. Corporate
Insolvency Resolution Process (CIRP)
against RCom was initiated on June 22,
2019. The state tax department had filed two
claims. The first claim was filed on July 24,
2019, for Rs 94.97 lakh and a second was
filed on November 15, 2021 for Rs 6.10
crore, which arose out of an assessment
order dated August 30,2021.

The NCLT had admitted the first claim, which

was passed before the initiation of CIRP.
However, it did not accept the claim which
was based on an assessment order passed in
2021. The Committee of Creditors (CoC) of
RCom also approved the plan on March 2,
2020, and the subsequent claim was filed by
the state tax department on November 15,
2021.

Succession Wars: Inside Murdoch family's fight
for power and control of Fox News

New Delhi. With great power comes great

responsibility, but what lurks behind it is the
battle to possess power and control. It's a tale
as old as time, played out in everything from
Shakespeare's 'King Lear' to the HBO series
'Succession.'

In the glittering world of the ultrarich, family

feuds aren't just about who gets grandma's
china or dad's vintage car collection. They're
high-stakes battles for control of vast
empires, played out in boardrooms and
courtrooms. But while we binge-watch
fictional families tearing themselves apart
over empires and egos, a real-life drama is
unfolding.

The Murdoch family, one of the most powerful

media dynasties in the world, is currently

Keith Rupert Murdoch's story reads like a

With a mix of sharp business acumen and a

family stands now regarding its
succession plans. Newspaper boy to
media mogul

classic rags-to-riches tale, the kind that

would make a great Netflix series. Bornin  [§

Australia, he inherited a small Adelaide
newspaper at22.

nose for what sells, Murdoch, now 93,
turned that single paper into a global
media powerhouse. News Corp, Fox
News, The Wall Street Journal are just a
few jewels in the Murdoch crown.

Butas he ages, the question of who will control T

this empire after him has become a source of
tension and division within the family.

engaged in a bitter battle for control of their A family at war
media empire. This fight isn't just about At the centre of the Murdoch family feud is a

money; it's about the future of Fox News and
the direction of the family's legacy.

Let's look at how it all began and where the

trust set up in 1999, which was supposed to
divide voting power equally among Rupert's
four eldest children: Lachlan, James,

Elisabeth, and Prudence.

his arrangement was intended to ensure that
each child had an equal say in the future of
the family business. However, things took a
sharp turn in 2023 when Rupert Murdoch
announced his desire to change the trust,
aiming to give Lachlan more control.
Murdoch children

Lachlan, the golden boy, has been groomed for

leadership since his teens. He's cut from
the same cloth as his father -
conservative, business-savvy, and all
for keeping Fox News on its current
path.

. James, on the other hand, is the family
rebel. He's more liberal-leaning and has
been vocal about his disagreements
with Fox News' editorial stance. In
2020, he didn't just leave the family
business - he slammed the door on his
way out, criticising Fox's climate
change coverage and political bias.

Elisabeth, often overlooked in the media

frenzy, is a successful businesswoman in her
own right. She's carved out a niche in the
entertainment industry and tends to stay out
of the political fray. And then there's
Prudence, the eldest and often the quietest.
She's less involved in the day-to-day
operations but still has a stake in the
outcome.
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Olympic-level facilities, discounted

pass: ABVP releases manifesto for DU

MEW DELHI:
Swavamaevak Saongh (RS5)-
affilinted  Akhil
WVidvarihi Parishad (ABYP) an
Satwnday neleased (s manifesio
for Delhi University Students'
Union (DUSLY with a key
highlight of
Clympic-level games aiad
sporis facilities at the campus. |
The student nmion promised 1o

-From 2009 to
2019, the ABVP
has been a
dominant force
in the DUSU

Rashiriya

"

Bharativa

intraducing

imgHerenl Cone course, aibe

‘ fee'. aei an internal
M‘- '::'-:npluﬁil;tls u&mm.m-::l- and
winning the el e~
presidential ﬂi}:ﬁ;.c:qll i

candidate seat

integrate the hastel allecation process for PG
stubenis. The manifesto also inclsdes setting

up college placement cells conducting larpe-

seven times.

scale job fwirs, providing for o Stodent
Representative Coordustion Comenmiiiee by

cnaure the safety of students living in ofl-

Bangladesh lifts hilsa export
ban, approves 3,000 tonnes
fo Indiu for Durga

Wee bon an hilsa exports to

ofter im
i |
export of 3,000 tonnes of the fish for the
ing 0 Puia festival

—
Mew [elhi.The Banglalesh government on Saturday
approved the expoct ol 3000 twanes of kilsa Gab 1o Lidsa
io meet the demand during the upcoming Durgn Pujga
festival. The peighbouring country bad banned e
cpor of hilsa to India eorlier this month, following ihe
chaige of guard after the fall of dwe Shedkh Hasiisn
povermment, Now, Bangladesh's Ministry of Commerce
has approved e coport of 5000 wimes o e oecason
of the uwpeoming Durgn Puja, the Daily Star
reported_ Hilsa i a pogular Nah m both Bangladesh and
[nedin, and it is considered a delicoey during Durgn Puja,
The festival ds celebited by mllions of peopls i both
countrics, and thie demand for hilsn is expected (o be

high. The country used o send large consignments of

Padma ilish o India during the festive season, which
was consiklered s o gomdwill practe @eiliated by
Awami League leader Sheikh Hasina
Imposing the ban, the caretaker govemment under
Muhammed Youms. hod mentioned that the decision
was laken o oensure sullicient supply  for local
consumers. Bangladesh, which produces nearly 70 per
cent ol the world's hilsa, takes great pride i this national
ayimhal, a3 hilsa isalsothe country’s national fish,
In 2012, Bangladesh imponsad an export ban an the fish
due to disagreemens over the Teesta River water-
shoring agreement. However, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasdin later enabled exports, as tee ban coused a steep
rise in prices in Indign morkeds and foelled an incrense in
smggling across the porous India-Bangladesh border.
The bem was lifted in 2022

Two coursemates, 2
classmates will now head
three Armed force
services

MNew DelhlWith e appointmeent of Adr Marshal AP
Simgh as the pext Clhiel of Adr S1afY, two coursensates
and two classmates will now be heading the thres
serviges - the Armmy, Navy, and Air Force. The
appointment of Singh was annownced on Satunday by
the Defence MinistireWhile Indian  Asmy  Chicf
(eneral Upendra Dwivedi and Air Marshal AP Singly
were coursemates 8i the Matienal Defence Academy
armd passed out from there in 1983, General Dhiveds
atud Indian Mavy cluief Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi wese
classmates from the Sainik School, Rewa in badlyea
Pradesh.This sirong Iniendship amongst ihe three
service chiels 1s expected o enhance coordmation and
synergy botwaeen the Army, Mavy, and Air Force.

Bom on October 27, 1964, Air Marshal Singh was
commissioned mig the fighter plor stream of the
Infian Adr Force in December 1984, Dunng has long
amd dhstingurshed service spanming nearly 40 years, b
bas seeved in a varety of Command, Seafl,
[nestructional and Foreign appeintmenis,

Amn alumnus of the Mational Defence Acndemy, Defence
Services Stall College and National Dafence College,
Simgh i3 a qualified flying instructor and an
cxperimental best pilod with more than 5000 lsours of
flying expenence on a vanety of fixed and rofary wing
aircraft,

During his career, the officer has commanded an
aperational fighter squadron and a froniline air base.
As g test pilot, be led the MiG-2%9 Upgrade Project
Munagernent Team at Moscow, Rusne He was also
the Project Director (Flight Testy st Madonal Flight
Test Cenire and was tasked with flight testing of the
Light Combat Adrerafl, Tepas,

Hz has held important stafl appomiments of Air Defence
Commander a8 Sowth Western Adr Commamd and
Sendor Abr StafTOMcer o Eastern Adr Conumnand. Pric
o assuming the charge of Wice Chief of the Adr S1alT, ls
was the Air Officer Commuandimg-in-Chiel of Central
Air Cararmand,

i
- B

=

campus hostels, increasing scholarships for
OBRC SC/ST students with adjustments for
Dearness Allownnee, supplementary exams
for finalswenar studemts, and, among other
things, discounted metro passes for o all
stademts. The ABVE said its manifesie “hy
DU, My Manifeste™ incorporaies

e

apirls activibies.”™

meiro
SU poll

sugpestims from over 24,000

Human Rights Body
Seeks Centre's Respunse
On EY Employee's Death

Anna Sebastion Perayil, a 26-year-old

employee at Ernst & Young (EY), died in
ly 2024, allegedl t iv

students. Meanwhile, the worklond and intense work pressure,
sudent union has nominmed . a
Rishabh Chandhary for according to her famil

president and Bhanu  Pratap
viee president.
and
Aman Kapas@a have recerved
tckets for the contesl secralary
and joint secreiary posis,

Singh fa
Mitravinda Karanwal

respeclively,

From 2009 to 200 %, tle ABVP has
been 8 dominant force in the
winming the
presidential  candidate seat
The NSUL on the
odher hand, has secuned the seat
three times. In 223, after s four-
sear hiatng due io Covid-19, the ABVE once
again cmerged victorious in the presidential
“l'wish to wark on developing focilities
and encouraging students 0 parbicipate
ABVE's Aman Kapasaa,
whio has been anational Archery player, said.

DUSLT elections,

sEVen fimics.

PM gifts silver 'Delhi-Delaware’ train to
Biden, Pashmina shawl to First Lady

Prime Minister Narendra Modi g

Presadent Joe Biden a rare, anfique silver
-miich hox o First Lady Jil Biden.

Mew Dwelhiz The MNational Human Righis
Commission [MHREC) has sought o detailed
responss from the Union Ministry of Labour aned
Ermployment overthe death of 2 young chartered
aecouniant in Fune, Anna Sebastian Perayil, o
h-year-old emploves at Ermst & Young (EY),
died in July 2024, allegedly due io excessive
workload and intense work pressure, according
bix bier iy,

In a statement isswed on Sawreday, the NHRC
expressed grave concemn over the circumstances
surrounding Ms Perayil's death, It called on the
Linign Ministry of Labour and Emplayment to
provide a comprehensive report on the case,
imcluding dednils of the ongoimg mvestigation,
Unbon Labour Minister Mansokh Mandaviva
confinmed that the ministry 1% looking mio the
ratier According fo the MHRC, the reporis
surmnunding Mz Perwvil's death raise serous
concerns about the mental and physical toll of
corponde work cullure on young employees,
particularly thase in high-pressure industries like
fimance, consulting, amd law, Sbress, inxiety,
sleeplessness, and the relentless pursuit of
impossible targets have, the NHRC noted, led 1o
"grave vielations of their hiuman rights,

In response to the prowing concermns armensd
workplace safery, the MHRC has constituted a
'‘Core Ciroup on Business and Human BEighis,'
Tluis bosdy wil | review current Eabour legislations

Prime Minisier Marendra
boadi, currently on a three-day visit o
the US. presenied an antigue sibver
hand-engraved trmn mde] as a gitt io
President Joe Hiden, This vintage
madel & a rane and extraordinary
miece, meticulously cratied by
artisans from Maharashira, a region
known for itz rich silver
craftsmamship  heritage Mode  from
022 silver, the model slwwcases
the finest Indian metalworking
techniques, featuring infricate dedails
achieved through traditional methods
such as engraving, repoussé
(hammered designs). and delicate
fihgree work. The piece pays homage
b the steam locomistive era, kending
aritstic  brilliance with historical
significance. To symbalize the sirong
tice between India and the US. ihe
maode] was customized with "DELHI -
DELAWARE" inscribed on ihe sides
of the main carriage and "[NDIAN
EAILWAYS" engraved on the engine

Mesy  [helhi.

in both English and Hindi, following
ihe format commonly seen on Indian
passcngor irains.

This masterpicce not only highlights the
exiraordinary skill of [ndian ariisans

hut also serves as a inmbuwie to the long
and storied history of [ndion railways
aitd i global mpactn addition,
Frime Mimster Modi gifted a
Pashmina shawl ina papicr-nmiché box
1 U5 Fiest Lady Jill Biden. The story
of o Pashmina shawl begins with the
Changthangi goat, native o the high
altrudes of Laddakh. T soft wmier
coal, called Pashm, fonms the essence

of the shawl. The fther, knowi for 118

excepiional sofiness and fineness, is

hand-combed and spun by skillzd

artisans wsing time=honored

techniques passed down  through
soicralums.

The vibrant colors of the shawls are
derived Tromn satural dyes sounced
from plants and minerals, reflecting
the diverse lundscapes of e region.,
Traditionally, Pashmina shawls are
packnged in papier-maché hoxes
from Jammu and Eashmis, which
are handeratted wusing paper pualp,
glue, and vatural materials. Each
box s a onkgue work of ar

representing the rich cultural heritage

of Kashmir,

Phd Modi is ona 3-day trip to the LS for
the Quad Sammil. He met President
Hiden belore the summt st bhas
residence 1o hold hilateral talks where
the two leaders discussed ways to giow
L'5-India relations and address

and regulations, aiming 0 ereate robast
recommendations for bath central and state
govermmaents. The core group's objective is 10
ensure that businesses in Indin align their
practices with global uman rights standards and
create healthy, humane work
environments. " Every employver las a prime duty
to provide a safe, segure, and positive
environment for ms emaplovess. It is vital tha
businesses regularly update and revise thear
emiployrent policies o reflect their commitmem
by brmiam nijchis,” the MHEC™S staterment read.

The death of Ms Peravil, who had been working a1

EY's Fune office for only four months, has drawn
attention 1o corporate work culiure. Her mother's
emtional letter to the company, which has since
gone viral, accused the finm of creating an
unbearhle working emvironment that led o her
daughter's deaili. In her leiter, she pointed out the
long hours, Intense pressure, and the
pricritisation of work over employes well-bzing
as faciors that caused her daughier's
deteriorating mental and physical health.bds
Perayil reportedly dicd of cordine arrest, but her
family claims that the extreme worklond and

regiomal and global conflicts.

stressful work environment were the real cause.

"Had To Beg To Pay Son's Fees" Mamsh Sisodia Recounts Time After Arrest

MNew Delhi:hanish Sisodia, senior Aam Aadmi Party )
(AAP) lender and Delbi's former deputy Chief

himister, said amempis were made @ tern him against
Chief Minister and party colleague Arvind Kajrivwal
following his arrest inoa corruption case linked o the
national copitals now-scrapped liquor poliey."They
tried by break me, | was tobd that Arvimd Kegrwal had
Framed me. They 1old de count that Arvind Kejrivwal
named bManish Sisodia. [ was told in the jail, ‘name
Eajrniwal, you will be saved'," Mr Sisodia said of a party
evenl cialled Janata k Adalat {people’s court ),

This comes days after Mr Kejeiwal vesigned as Chiel

Minister and said he would only retum to the post afier
the people deliver n werdict in his favour in the
upcamimg Assembly clection im Delhi, Mr Sisedin, oo,
has said that be will fake up & role in the Delhi
government  only  afier the people's werdics. Mr

I

Kgjriwal made the surprise announcement io resign after
being granted bail in the Delh lguor palicy case, Senior

AAP leader has now been sworn m

as  Chiel’
bdimister Barlier, Mr Kejriwal had alleged in the coun

that the media, citing CBEI sources, was reporting that he
had put the entice blamee on Manigh Sizodia. *1 have no
aiven any staternanl that Sisodia is guilty of anyone else
is guilty. Thave said Bisodia is innocent, AAT = inmacent,

and [ am mnocent,” he said.

Addrsssimg veday's event, Mr Sisodia alleged that people

it the BIF asked bim w switch over. *1 was wld that oo
one thinks about anyone in politics. [ was told o think
abour my family. 1 teld them that you are irying o
separmie Laxman from Ram, Mo Roavan in the warld hos
the power to do that, For 26 vears, Arvand Kejriwal has
been my brother and political mentoee," e
said. Recounting the financial difficulties he faced after
his pddress, Mr Bisodia sawd, "In 2002, [ bought a {lag
worth £ 5 lakh, it was tiken away, [ had ¥ 10 lakh in my
account, that was taken away 1o, | had o bag Too selpio
pay mry son's fiees.”"r Sisodia was in jail for nearly one-
amed-a-half vears belore e was granted boal last momnth.
During this time, he resigned as Delhns depoty chicf
mimister and gave up several otlar porifolios he beld. A
the AAPF gathering in JTantar Mantar ioday, Mr Sisodia
said he knows that people are somewhat upsel because
Mr Eegrowal 15 mo bomnger the Chiefl Mimdster, "1t 15 a
maner of three o fowr montls, e will be Clief Miniser
again.®

Delhi Hardlook: How safe are women
medicos in govt hospitals in the Capital?

The rape and murder of a resident
doctor at B G Kar Medical College
and Hospital in Kolkata has put the
spotlight on the lack of security that

women medical professionals face at
government hospitals. Anonna Dutt

and Ankita Upadhvay visit three
government hospitals in Delhi,

Mew [elhi.5prend across threc
interconnected buildings. ai the
government-run Guru Teg  Bohadur
(GTHY Hospital in East Delhi. & youth
(18], barged inside a ward and shot dead a
patient (32}, on July 1. As the doctor on
duty and attendants watched in horror, the
teenager escaped wvin the hospiial’s

multiple entry and exit poants, some of

wiiich are it mansed From e rapse and
muirder of o junior doctor in Kolko's B G
Kiar Medical College and Hospital on
August 9 o healthcare providers a4
ariher Delhi hospital reporiedly being
ottacked by @ patient’'s atiendont on
August 24 — segurity for healthcare
providers at government hospitals has
been Found wanding A recent visit by the
The Indion Express to the GTH Hospital
ad Dir Hedpewar Aarogyva Sansthan in
Shahdnra revenled a grim reality.

From crumbling buildings, guands rushing
froin one deetion W the ather o manage
crowds oo women doctors faemg sexual
barassment aind cemmon doctors” duty
rodims  wlhaose  loalels EEILY  WolIkerl
residenis nefuse 1o we — llse conditions al
these tertary-care hospitals were found
severely  lacking. Ironically, amalles
secondary  care heapatals  bhad  batier
sacunly measures in place, proporiionate
o the wumber of peaple who visit these
insLifules.

FestiveniTer

Despite several attempts, Medical
Supgrintendent Dr Ashmitn  Rathore,
responsible for bath the hospitals, could
not be contncted forn comment,

Chuldated infrasiruciore

Located in Dilshad Garden, nearly 7000
patients visil the oui-patient deparimend ot
ihe GTE Hospital each day, making it ong
af the busiest hospitals in the Capital 4
recent visit by The [ndian Express
revenled the absence of security guards ot
some of the hospital’s multiple eniry and
exit poinis — which proved do be key in

the esenpe of the teenpger who allegedly
shot dend a patient in July, “All the
hospital gotes are fmmed and cannot be
quickly closed in ense of an emerpency
(like a kidnapping. shooiing. etc),” says o
resident doctar

Risident doctors say patieils e inko L
old comsuliation roems, aboul 525 feel mn
sime, whieh are nedther properly ventilabed
o atr-comditioned. “Fatens are always
crowding the rooms and there aren't
enough goards around. [F we leave sur
bags in these rooms, 03 conumon for oar
wallets or ploaes b oo missag.'" sayd a
Female resident doctor.

Her colleapue adds, “At dimes. patients
touch us inapproprisdely. Some have even
touched myy thighs and back o show me
where they are hurting., {Ome patient
showed me his mades under ihe guise of
shavwing me his X-rayvs on his phome, " The
guards are plways busy controlling the
crowvds o the hospital's wariows clinics
and are unable 1o respond to such daily
pecurmences, say the two resident doctors

AN B
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News box

Israel Raids And Shuts
Down Al Jazeera's
Bureau In Ramallah In

West Bank

Dubai. Israeli troops raided the offices of the
satellite news network Al Jazeera in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank early Sunday,
ordering the bureau to shut down amid a
widening campaign by Israel targeting the
Qatar-funded broadcaster as it covers the
Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip.Al
Jazeera aired footage of Israeli troops live on
its Arabic-language channel ordering the
office to be shut for 45 days. It follows an
extraordinary order issued in May that saw
Israeli police raid Al Jazeera’s broadcast
position in East Jerusalem, seizing
equipment there, preventing its broadcasts
in Israel and blocking its websites. The move
marked the first time Israel has ever
shuttered a foreign news outlet operating in
the country. However, Al Jazeera has
continued operating in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank and in the Gaza Strip, territories
that the Palestinians hope to have for their
future state.There was no immediate
acknowledgement of the shutdown by
Israeli forces. The Israeli military did not
immediately respond to a request for
comment from The Associated Press. Al
Jazeera denounced the move as it continued
broadcasting live from Amman in
neighboring Jordan.Israeli troops entered
the office and told a reporter live on air it
would be shut for 45 days, saying that staff
needed to leave immediately. The network
later aired what appeared to be Israel troops
tearing down a banner on a balcony used by
the AlJazeera office.

(uad Leaders Condemn 26/11
Mumbai, 2016 Pathankot
Attacks In An Apparent
Reference To Pakistan

Washington.In a veiled reference to Pakistan,
leaders of the Quad grouping on Saturday
denounced the 26/11 Mumbeai attack and the
2016 Pathankot attack, seeking strong action
against the perpetrators of terrorism through
the UN Security Council’s 1267 Sanctions
Committee.

In a joint statement released on Saturday, the
Quad leaders unequivocally condemned
terrorism and violent extremism in all its
forms and manifestations, including cross-
border terrorism. They committed to
working together to promote accountability
for the perpetrators of terrorist attacks.

MUMBAI, PATHANKOTATTACKS

“We reiterate our condemnation of terrorist
attacks, including the 26/11 attacks in
Mumbai and the Pathankot attack, and our
commitment to pursuing designations, as
appropriate, by the UN Security Council
1267 Sanctions Committee,” the joint
statement read after the fourth in-person
Quad Leaders Summit, hosted by US
President Joe Biden in Wilmington,
Delaware.

‘I fried. .. : British-Indian
girl, 8, tortured and
starved to death by
mother, her ‘wicked’ lover

wrote painful last words

UNITED NATIONS. Ayesha Ali, an eight-
year-old British-Indian girl, untimely passed
away in August 2013 after being tortured by
her brainwashed mother and her “wicked”
lover in East London.

Anew report by The Sun has now revealed the
heart-wrenching final words of the young
girl who was locked away all summer while
other children of her age were rejoicing in
the 2013 Summer. Ali's mother, Polly
Chowdhury, though once described as a
“perfect” mum, was eventually “bewitched”
by her neighbour and lover, Kiki Muddar,
who convinced her that the eight-year-old
innocent girl was evil. Muddar also
gaslighted Chowdhury into believing that
her husband was unfaithful, ultimately
compelling her to kick him out of the house
so that she could move in. As soon as
Muddar entered the family's house in
Chadwell Heath, East London, the “wicked”
woman became bent on turning Ayesha's life
into a “living hell.” Subjecting her to a “life
of cruelty and misery that defied belief,”
both women tortured Ali at night, almost as
if in a terrifying episode pulled straight out
of a horror movie. They wore “vile masks”
to scare the kid as Muddar’s questionable
self-serving fantasy came to life.

What the British-Indian innocent victim
wrote in her notes

Polly’s daughter was reportedly heard
screaming through her cries: “Amah (mum),
I don’t want to be bad, Amah, Amah, I don’t
want to be bad.” She was left with no choice
but to jot down a “naughty list,” penning
everything she had supposedly done wrong,
like “pulling faces,” “telling lies,” “making a
fuss,” “ignoring someone,” “not listening,”
“being rude,” “not putting my shoes in the
right place” and more. After her death,
police released the heartbreaking notes and
letters written by Ayesha. Extracts from the
letter read: “.I'm not just letting myself
down but I am letting my family and Kiki
down as well.”It's the weekend today and
most of my friends are probably having a
laugh, watching telly, where as I am just
sitting here making notes.

World. A recent wave of layoffs in the

US tech layoffs
In a sector once considered to be
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Trial in daytime ambush of rapper Young
Dolph 3 years ago to begin in Memphis

«Lrial in daytime
ambush of rapper
Young Dolph 3 years
ago to begin in
Memphis

MEMPHIS, Tenn. Young Dolph grew up

riding his bike and playing basketball in a
Memphis, Tennessee, neighborhood and
later built a rap career that included
ownership of an independent music label,
Paper Route Empire.He became beloved
locally for his charitable works: donations to
local high schools, paying rent and covering
funeral costs for others, Thanksgiving
turkey giveaways.He was in Memphis to
hand out turkeys to families at a church when
a visit to his favorite cookie shop near his
childhood home turned into an event that
shocked the city and the entertainment world.

Young Dolph, whose real name was
Adolph Thornton Jr., was gunned down in
a daylight ambush on Nov. 17,
2021.Nearly three years later, a trial in the |
36-year-old rapper's killing is scheduled
to begin Monday. Justin Johnson has
pleaded not guilty to first-degree murder
and is scheduled to face a jury from the
Nashville area after a defense attorney
argued that intense media coverage and |
social media attention would make it hard
to seat a jury from Mempbhis.

Another man, Cornelius Smith Jr., also was
charged with first-degree murder. He is
not scheduled for trial on Monday, said his
lawyer, Michael Scholl. Smith also has
pleaded not guilty. Young Dolph's family and
friends have been patiently awaiting a trial

two children, said Carlisa Brown, his older
sister.“We want everyone involved to get
what they deserve,” she said in a phone
interview. “It was a very senseless
murder.”On the day the rapper was shot, two
men got out of a stolen Mercedes-Benz and
fired shots into Makeda’s Homemade
Cookies before fleeing, authorities say. As

they searched for the suspects, police
released photos taken from surveillance
video that captured two men getting out of a
Mercedes and firing into the store.

and are praying for justice for the father of After more than a month on the run, Johnson

was captured in January 2022 in Indiana.
Smith was arrested on an auto-theft warrant
involving the Mercedes.Authorities have
not released a suspected motive. Two other
men also have been charged in the shooting.

Hernandez Govan has pleaded not guilty to

organizing the killing. Jermarcus Johnson
pleaded guilty in June 2023 to three counts

of serving as an accessory after the
killing by helping Smith and Justin
Johnson, his half-brother.Jermarcus
Johnson acknowledged helping the two
shooting suspects communicate by
cellphone while they were on the run
from authorities and helping one of them
communicate with his probation officer.
Jermarcus Johnson has not been
sentenced.Right after the shooting, the
bakery turned into a makeshift memorial
for Young Dolph, with fans praying in
the parking lot and writing messages of
condolences and love on plywood
covering the shot-out windows. The bakery
closed for months but has since reopened.

He also was honored by the Memphis

Grizzlies of the NBA during a game. Murals
of the rapper were painted around the city. A
neighborhood street was named after
him.Known for his depictions of tough street
life and his independent approach to the
music business, he began his career by
releasing numerous mixtapes, starting with
2008's “Paper Route Campaign,” and
multiple studio albums, including his 2016
debut “King of Memphis.

Kamala Harris set to break a 60-year
presidential tradition by skipping....

Washington.Vice President Kamala Harris
is set to break a 60-year presidential
tradition by skipping this year’s Al Smith
Dinner, making her the second
presidential hopeful to do so since Walter
Mondale in 1984. Meanwhile, former
President Trump has confirmed his
attendance at the October 17 event, the
dinner benefitting Catholic Charities.
According to Harris’ campaign, will
instead campaign in key battleground
states during this critical period leading up
to Election Day.

Kamala Harris to skip Al Smith Dinner

In a decision that may ruffle some feathers,
Democratic nominee Kamala Harris, who
entered the race mid term, after President
Biden stepped down following a debate

mishap with Trump, will skip this year's
Al Smith charity dinner in New York.

The event, which has been a tradition since
Richard Nixon and John F. Kennedy
shared the stage in 1960 while throwing
barbs at each other, is known for fostering
“collegiality and healthy humor,” with
presidential candidates from both parties
appearing together and exchanging
lighthearted jabs.Archdiocese
spokesperson Joseph Zwillng reflecting
on the guest list of 79th iteration of the
iconic dinner informed the Post that Harris
won’t attend the scheduled event. “We are
disappointed that she will not be with us,”
he said. “As this is an evening of unity and
putting aside political differences in
support of a good cause of helping women

and children in need regardless of race,
creed, or background,” Zwiling continued
hoping the campaign to reconsider their
choice of skipping.Donald Trump to mark
his attendance at the white-tie
galaFollowing Trump's 2016 appearance
at the gala, where he was met with boos
from the audience after accusing
Democrat Hillary Clinton of being corrupt
and claiming she hated Catholics. But, he
didn’t stop and went on to further remark,
“I don’t know who they’re angry at,
Hillary, you or I. For example, here she is
tonight, in public, pretending not to hate
Catholics.” Trump’s team has now
confirmed his attendance at the 79th
Archdiocese of New York’s dinner on
October 17, according to the Post.

Hezbollah Launches Missile Attack At Israel Military Base After Deadly Airstrikes Kills 37 In Beirut

BEIRUT, Lebanon. (AP) — The
Lebanese militant group Hezbollah
announced that it fired a barrage of
missiles at a military base deep inside
Israel early Sunday following an Israeli
airstrike more than a day earlier that
killed at least 37 people, including one of
the militant group’s senior leaders as well
as women and children. It was not
immediately clear if any of the rockets
had hit their target. Israel’s emergency
medical services reported that a man was
lightly wounded by shrapnel from a
missile that was intercepted in a village in
the lower Galilee.Local media reported
that rockets shot from Lebanon were
intercepted in the areas of Haifa and
Nazareth. The Israeli military said only
that it had monitored the launch of “about

ten rockets” from Lebanon, of which most
were intercepted.

Hezbollah said it had launched “dozens of
Fadi 1 and Fadi 2 missiles" - a new type of
weapon the group had not used before - at
the Ramat David airbase, southeast of
Haifa, "in response to the repeated Israeli
attacks that targeted various Lebanese

regions and led to the fall of many civilian
martyrs.”In July, the group had released a
video with what it said was footage it had
filmed of the base with surveillance
drones. Israel and Hezbollah had
exchanged heavy fire on Saturday as
rescue crews in Beirut searched the
rubble of an apartment building that was
leveled by the Israeli strike the day
before.Hezbollah has vowed to retaliate
against Israel for a wave of apparently
remotely detonated explosions that hit
pagers and walkie-talkies belonging to
Hezbollah members Tuesday and
Wednesday, killing at least 37 people -
including two children - and wounding
around 3,000. The attacks were widely
blamed on Israel, which has not confirmed
or denied responsibility.

Sean ‘Diddy’ Combs' creepy advice on
how to 'lock up women' at parties to

Conan 0'Brien resurfaces in old video

Washington.Sean "Diddy" Combs' once-
controversial party advice to Conan O'Brien has
resurfaced in a decades-old video, and it’s raising
eyebrows in light of recent events. During a 2002
interview with Brien, Diddy discussed his party
essentials, confidently bragging about the
importance of corralling "beautiful women" and
providing ample drinks, including the alarming
recommendation to lock women in to ensure they
stay. The clip's reemergence comes just as Diddy
faces serious sex-trafficking charges, with many
celebrities reportedly hesitant to speak out against
him.

Diddy’s bragged about his party essentials:
beautiful Women and Booze

During a 2002 appearance on Late Night with
Conan O'Brien, Sean "Diddy" Combs boasted
about his infamous, days-long parties. The two
bonded over the Bad Boy record producer's
notorious reputation for extravagant gatherings
that was a magnet for Hollywood A-listers.In the
video, Combs boasted about throwing "kinky"
parties packed with beautiful women and plenty of
alcohol. This came after O'Brien jokingly
mentioned that he plays Paul Anka's music at his
own gatherings and serves "Cheez Whiz," but no
one shows up.In response, Diddy emphasized the
need to attract "beautiful women" and "handsome
men for the ladies." He also mentioned that parties
should offer both alcoholic drinks and water, as
women prefer staying hydrated and most of the
time when its not available at the party they
leave.A lot of ladies drink water at parties, so if
you don’t have what they need, they’re going to
leave,” he said. Now, as the music mogul faces
serious charges related to sex trafficking and
racketeering, many celebrities who attended these
questionable parties over the years have remained
silent, likely out of concern for their own
reputations.

The downfall of a Philippine mayor
may be linked to Chinese gangs

World.The small town of Bamban in the
Philippines is fairly unremarkable. But it has
become the place of feverish headlines this
year ever since allegations emerged that
Alice Guo, who was elected mayor of the
town in 2022, abused her position to protect
online casinos operating from there.
Government officials have stated that these
gambling hubs were a front for financial
fraud, money-laundering, human trafficking,
kidnapping, torture and murder. In July the
34-year-old Ms Guo went missing. On
September 3rd she was arrested in Indonesia.
Ms Guo denies having any links to criminal
activity.

Alongside the scam-farm allegations, Ms Guo
has also been accused of faking her identity
and being a Chinese spy. Ms Guo says she
was born and raised on a pig farm in Bamban
to a Chinese father and Filipina mother. But

in June politicians claimed her name was
Guo Hua Ping, and that she was a Chinese
national who arrived in the country in 2003
with her family. Ms Guo then allegedly
procured a fake birth certificate showing she
was born in the Philippines. This allowed her
to qualify for a passport and run for mayor.
The solicitor-general is now seeking to
cancel this birth certificate. Ms Guo’s
lawyers vow to provide “substantial
evidence” of her Philippine citizenship.The
claim that she is a Chinese spy is dubious. As
hostilities increase between China and the
Philippines, some Filipino politicians accuse
Ms Guo of being a proxy of the Chinese
government. Others have speculated that the
Chinese Communist Party secretly supports
criminals of Chinese origin in South-East
Asia because they steal billions from
Westerners through their online cons.

But there is no evidence of this, according to
law-enforcement officials in the Philippines
and elsewhere in Asia. Although the
Communist Party has a record of working
with organised crime, especially in Hong
Kong, it has long been opposed to the gangs
which have set up shop in South-East Asia.
The Hong Kong triads sometimes help
further the party’s aims. The criminals in

South-East Asia donot.

The reason these gangs are in South-East
Asia is that the Communist Party forced
them out of China. When Xi Jinping
became leader of China in 2012, he
launched a crackdown on corruption and
organised crime, including in Macau, the
world’s largest gambling centre by
revenue and once a common destination
for wealthy Chinese to launder their
money. The Philippines became popular

because of its proximity to China and the
ease of running online casinos, known
locally as Philippines Offshore Gaming
Operators, or POGOs. These mostly targeted
punters in mainland China, where gambling
is illegal. The groups then expanded into
scams.Indeed, China’s government is
infuriated that these criminals continue to
target Chinese nationals.

US tech layoffs hit Indian workers hard amid new visa rules

US Tech industry has shocked the
sector to the core with its
disproportionate impact on workers of
Indian origin, especially those on H-
1B visas. This situation along with the
new visa rules introduced has created
a challenging new landscape for the
immigrant international students and <
skilled workers in America.

recession-proof, approximately 438
tech companies have laid off 137,500
employees, as reported by Layoffs.fyi.
This has created a scarcity of job options in
the tech market. Moreover, the H-1B visa
provides a limited timeframe for Indian
workers to look and secure for a new job or
face having to leave the country. Reports by
the U.S. Congressional Research Service
suggest that Indian workers have to wait for

long periods for green cards, sometimes over
190 years even after meeting every labour
requirement. This accumulation of requests
has made the unstable situation even worse.

The U.S. Department of State's October 2024

visa bulletin outlined the availability of
immigrant visa numbers for the 2025 fiscal
year. This bulletin is part of the regular

updates provided to inform applicants
about which visa categories are open and
the status of their applications. This had
an impact on various categories of visas
including the EB-5 investor visa
program, as reported by Telugu360.
New visa changes and its impact on
Indian workers
The EB-5 visa allows people to get visas
by investing in certain projects, like
those in rural areas or places with high
unemployment. While these visas are
available globally, applicants from
mainland China and India often face
delays. However, there are some signs
that processing times are getting better.
Along with this, an increase has been
implemented in the H-1B visas. The fee
increased from $10 to $215 per beneficiary,
an astonishing 2150% increase. There has
also been an increase in the application fee
with paper filing rising from $460 to $780

resulting ina 70% increase.

The new visa changes have also impacted the

green card applicants as well. The general
filing for an I-30 petition is now priced at
$675 for paper filing and $625 for online
filing. A new Asylum Fee program was
introduced for certain petitions which cost
$600. The sift has also been seen for
international students as additional scrutiny
has been implemented for F, M and J visa
applicants. They are now required to provide
accurate information about their passports
while applying for appointments.On a
brighter note, the maximum validity has
been pushed forward to five years on
Employment Authorization Documents for
eligible individuals. This will provide relief
on the terms of work permit extensions.
Students can still take advantage of practical
training opportunities like Optional Practical
Training (OPT) and Curricular Practical
Training (CPT).
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R Ashwin's family
applaud his historic
37th five-wicket haul

in Chennai

New Delhi. Star India spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin picked his 37th five-wicket haul in
Tests on Day 4 of the first Test against
Bangladesh at MA Chidambaram Stadium
in Chennai to set up a massive 280-run win
for India. Bangladesh came into the day on
158/4 needing 357 runs to win as captain
Najmul Hossain Shanto and Shakib Al
Hasan made India work hard for wickets in
the first hour of play.However, Ashwin was
up to the task as he gave India their first
success of the day by dismissing Shakib in
his first over of the day. He further ended
the long vigil of Bangladesh skipper
Shanto dismissing him for 82 caught at
cover.

IND vs BAN 1st Test Day 4 Highlights

He further got rid of Mehidy Hasan Miraz to
complete his 37th five-wicket haul in the
longest format. Following his historic
achievement, his wife Prithi and two
daughters were also seen applauding him
for his remarkable effort.

The India off-spinner also levelled legendary
Shane Warne (37) in the list of most five
wicket hauls and climbed to the second
spot only behind Muthiah Muralidaran
(67).

Ashwin Shane Warne and Courtney Walsh

It was also his second successive fifer at his
home ground in Chennai in as many
matches. Ashwin finished the game with
figures of 6/88 picking Taskin Ahmed as
his last wicket. During the match, the off
spinner also surpassed legendary West
Indies fast bowler Courtney Walsh (519
wickets) in the list of leading wicket takers
in Test cricket to climb to the eighth spot in
the legendary list with 522 scalps from 101
matches.It was also the fourth instance of
Ashwin scoring a hundred and picking a
fifer in a same Test match. He’s only behind
former England all-rounder Sir [an Botham
who has achieved the feat five times in his
career.At the other end, his partner in crime
Ravindra Jadeja also picked 3/58 in to
bundle out Bangladesh for 234. As a result,
India went 1-0 up in the series with the
second match set to be played in Kanpur
from September27.

Manager Carlo Ancelotti
happy with Real Madrid's
comeback win over Espanyol

Madrid Real Madrid manager Carlo Ancelotti
was happy after his team's impressive 4-1
comeback victory against Espanyol in their
LaLiga clash on Saturday. Despite going
behind due to an unfortunate error from
goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois, Madrid
displayed remarkable resilience to turn the
game around and secure a dominant win.

Ancelotti was full of praise for his side's
composure and attacking prowess. Goals
from Dani Carvajal, Rodrygo, Vin-cius Jr.,
and star signing Kylian Mbappé sealed the
victory, erasing Courtois's early second-half
own goal."We did well, with combinations
inside, even if it didn't all work out. We
always kept trying," Ancelotti said in the
post-match press conference. "In the second
half, with the game open, it's a context that
suits us. Tonight was rock & roll. We started
well and reacted even better after going 0-1
down. It was a complete

performance."Ancelotti highlighted the
team's improved rhythm and chance
creation, contrasting it with previous
matches where they struggled to build
momentum. "We played better than in other
matches, with more rhythm and generating
more chances. Our defensive recovery was
solid, and we pressed well after losing
possession. Bit by bit, we are getting back to
our best. I am happy with the dynamic we
showed today."Real Madrid's unbeaten run
in LaLiga, which now stretches to 38 games,
continues to demonstrate their consistency.
Ancelotti acknowledged that despite injuries
and dips in form for some key players, the
team is still finding ways to secure crucial
victories."We have now gone 38 games
unbeaten, and that shows we are doing things
very well," he added. However, Ancelotti
also noted a concern about the team's slow
starts. "This season, we have only scored one
goal in the first half. I spoke to the players
about it before the match to see if we could
change that, but it didn't happen. Still, we
played with more intensity today."Looking
ahead, Ancelotti and his team will host
Alavés on Tuesday before turning their
attention to the highly anticipated Madrid
derby against Atlético Madrid next weekend.

Laver Cup: Team World takes 8-4 lead vs
Europe as Ruud, Tsitsipas fall in doubles

«Laver Cup: Ben Shelton and

Alejandro Tabilo defeated Stefanos

Tsitsipas and Casper Ruud 6-1, 6-2 on

Saturday, giving Team World an 8-4

lead over Team Europe after day two

of the Laver Cup.

Berlin. Team World surged ahead on day two of the
2024 Laver Cup, claiming a commanding 8-4 lead
over Team Europe after a series of decisive victories
at Berlin’s Uber Arena. The day’s standout moment
came in the evening doubles match, where Team
World cruised past Europe’s Casper Ruud and
Stefanos Tsitsipas in a 6-1, 6-2 victory, placing the
team just two wins away from securing a third

consecutive Laver Cup triumph.

Saturday’s action began with a major upset as Frances
Tiafoe toppled former US Open champion Daniil
Medvedev in a thrilling match tiebreak. Medvedev
had taken the first set, but Tiafoe clawed back to
level the match in the second, before overpowering
his Russian opponent 10-5 in the decider. Tiafoe’s

favor another Team World victory.

win turned the momentum in Team World’s favor.

In the second singles match, Team FEurope’s
Alexander Zverev appeared poised to strike back,
leading Taylor Fritz 4-2 in the second set after
dropping the first. However, Fritz held firm
through a series of punishing rallies, eventually
leveling at 4-4 and breaking a visibly fatigued
Zverev. Fritz went on to clinch a 6-3, 7-5 victory,
further extending Team World’s lead.

Europe’s lone success on the day came when Carlos
Alcaraz made his Laver Cup singles debut,
defeating Ben Shelton 6-4, 6-4 in a tight contest.
Despite Alcaraz’s best efforts, Team Europe’s hope
of a comeback took a major hit in the final match of

the day. The much-anticipated doubles clash saw
Team World’s Ben Shelton and Alejandro Tabilo
dominate from the outset, taking a 6-1 lead in the
first set before fending off a brief resurgence from
Ruud and Tsitsipas in the second. The Europeans
struggled to find their thythm, with errors at crucial
moments costing them chances to get back into the
match. Shelton and Tabilo capitalized, winning the
second set 6-2 to cap off a near-flawless day for the
men inred. Despite the 8-4 deficit, Team Europe still
has a chance to reclaim the trophy on Sunday, with
three points available for each match. However,
based on Saturday’s performances, the odds seem to

It's crazy: Erik Ten Hag unhappy with

pundits over Marcus Rashford speculation

Premier League: Manchester United
manager Erik Ten Hag hit out at pundits
for unwarranted speculation about his
relationship with Marcus Rushford after
the star forward was benched for their 0-
0 draw at Crystal Palace on Saturday.

London. Manchester United manager Erik

Ten Hag expressed his disappointment over
speculation of a strained relationship
between him and Marcus Rashford after the
star forward was benched in their goalless
draw at Crystal Palace in their Premier
League match on Saturday, September 21.
Despite Rashford's impressive form, having
scored three goals in the last two matches, he
was surprisingly left on the bench at Selhurst
Park.Ten Hag's choice to omit Rashford
from the starting lineup raised eyebrows
among fans, pundits, and the media. The
Manchester United boss addressed the

speculation head-on, criticising pundits for
their interpretations. He argued that the
constant scrutiny and speculation can be
misleading and do not always reflect the full
context of the team's decisions.

"I heard already speculation from pundits. It's
crazy, as a person you are not okay when you
bring such speculation when you don't know.
It was just rotation. I am very happy with
Marcus in everything he is doing," he

earlier in the game could have made a
difference in securing a win for Manchester
United. Alejandro Garnacho, who replaced
Rashiford in the starting XI, failed to
convert two clear-cut opportunities as
United were frustrated by Palace.Rashford
had scored his first goal since March in
United's 3-0 win over Southampton last
week. He rode on the momentum and
scored twice in their 7-0 decimation of
Barnsley in the EFL Cup on Tuesday.
Meanwhile, Ten Hag expressed his
disappointment with the draw, but lauded
Andre Onana for the clean sheet away from
home. Onana made two crucial saves in the
second half of the contest."Unbelievable
save, Andre is so explosive, he is such a great
stopper. It's twice in one action," he said."We
all see now how good he is. His reactions are
so good, he's so quick and we saw that with
the save in the second half."

said.Rashford was eventually introduced Manchester United are reeling at the 11th spot

into the game as a substitute after 61
minutes, but the match remained goalless.
This outcome only added to the debate, with
some arguing that Rashford's presence

in the league table, having won two and lost
as many in five matches so far. United will
next face FC Twente in an Europa League
match on Tuesday.

Alcaraz fears tennis tour grind will 'kill us’

BERLIN. Carlos Alcaraz hit out at the tennis

calendar on Saturday, claiming the schedule
is "going to kill us".The 21-year-old French
Open and Wimbledon champion is currently
taking part in the Laver Cup, his 14th
tournament of the year.Before arriving in
Berlin the Spanish star had already played
50 singles matches in 2024, winning three
titles and also collecting a silver medal at the
Paris Olympics."Probably they are going to
kill us in some way," Alcaraz said Saturday
after defeating Ben Shelton in straight sets at
the Laver Cup.Alcaraz said that players had
different opinions on the topic, but in his
view "the calendar is so tight", adding "right
now there are a lot of injuries.""Right now a
lot of good players are going to miss a lot of
tournaments because of that."He added that
the crowded schedule meant he sometimes
struggled to motivate himself on the
tour."Sometimes, you don't want to go to a
tournament. I'm not going to lie -- I have felt
this way a few times already."Sometimes |
don't feel motivated at all. But as I've said
many, many times, [ play my best tennis
when I smile and enjoy it on court. That's the
best option to keep motivating (myself)."At
the US Open, where he won his first Grand
Slam title in 2022, Alcaraz suffered a shock
second-round exit to 74th-ranked Botic van

de Zandschulp.He admitted he had
blundered by not taking a longer break
between the Olympics and New York.At the
Paris Games, he lost an emotionally-
draining gold medal match to Novak
Djokovic, just weeks after sweeping the
Serb off court to successfully defend his
Wimbledon title."] took a little break after
the Olympic Games. I thought it was
enough. Probably it wasn't enough.
Probably I came here without as much

energy as I thought I was going to (have),"
he said after his US Open horror show."I
have to think about it and I have to learn
about it."'ATP doesn't care'World number
two Alexander Zverev, also playing at the
Laver Cup, agreed with Alcaraz and
demanded action."The ATP doesn't care
about our opinion -- it's a money business,"
said the German."It's the longest season in
sports. It's unnecessarily long. We have an
unnecessary amount of tournaments." Asked
if the players would strike, Zverev said
"we're not allowed to boycott, we get fined if
we don't play tournaments", adding "the tour
goes on without you.""We need to do
something about it. It's not an easy solution,
but a solution which needs to be
made."Alcaraz and Zverev will not finish
their seasons until late November when the
Davis Cup Finals take place in Spain.The
2025 season begins on December 27 with
the United Cup in Australia.Meanwhile,
Alcaraz said he hopes he and Jannik Sinner
can carve out a storied rivalry like that of
Djokovic, Rafael Nadal and Roger
Federer."I hope so," Alcaraz said when
asked if he and world number one Sinner
could emulate the dominance of the "Big
Three" who amassed 66 Grand Slam titles
between them.

Rishabh Pant eager to retain No.
Tests, reveals chat with Rohit Sharma

New Delhi. Star wicketkeeper-batter Rishabh

Pant wants to retain his position as India's
No. 5 in Test cricket as he revealed insights
from a conversation with Indian captain
Rohit Sharma. The explosive wicketkeeper-
batsman, who previously batted lower down
the order, is keen to make the most of his new
role, where he sees a greater opportunity to
score big runs.Pant opened up about the
conversation with Rohit during an
interaction with JioCinema following India's
Test against Bangladesh in Chennai. "There's
a difference when a batsman is down the
order because I was discussing this with
Rohit Bhai. Earlier, when I used to bat at six
or seven, the opportunity to score big runs or
a hundred was limited. I was telling him this
because the tailenders come in, so I play with
a different mindset," Pant explained.Pant
was promoted to bat at No.5 ahead of KL
Rahul in both innings of the Chennai Test,
suggesting the team management's faith in

the southpaw to anchor the middle
order. Pant walked in at a critical
juncture, with India reeling at 34 for 3
after the dismissal of Virat Kohli in the
first innings. Known for his ability to
counter-attack in tough situations,
Pant quickly steadied the innings with
a 62-run partnership alongside
Yashasvi Jaiswal. Although his knock
of 39 off 52 balls was cut short after
lunch due to an aggressive stroke, his
intent to dominate was clear.

Pant's elevation to No. 5 also reaped
dividends in India's second innings.
Battling through tough conditions on
the third day, he registered his sixth
Test century, marking a triumphant return to
form after recovering from injuries sustained
in a car accident in December 2022. His
fluent knock of 109 off 128 balls, studded
with 13 fours and four sixes, played a pivotal
role in India's second-innings declaration at

'
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287 for 4. Pant's 167-run partnership with
Shubman Gill was the turning point that
helped lift India from a precarious 67 for
3.Pant's reflection on his role at No. 5
highlights his hunger for larger
contributions. "But when you have a
batsman coming lower down the order, you

IND v BAN: Jasprit Bumrah

not rested as India retain

g same squad for Kanpur Test

UPDATED Minutes after India won the first

of a two-match series against Bangladesh in
Chennai, the Indian cricket board (BCCI)
announced an unchanged squad for the
second Test, starting September 27 in
Kanpur. Contrary to expectations, the senior
selection committee, led by Ajit Agarkar, did
not rest fast bowler Jasprit Bumrah. Pacers
Yash Dayal and Akash Deep retained their
places while Sarfaraz Khan and back-up
wicketkeeper Dhruv Jurel will also travel
with the team.India hammered Bangladesh
by 280 runs in Chennai on Sunday,
September 22, to take an unbeaten 1-0 lead in
the two-match series.

INDIA SQUAD FOR KANPUR TEST VS

BANGLADESH

Rohit Sharma (C), Yashasvi Jaiswal, Shubman

Gill, Virat Kohli, KL Rahul, Sarfaraz Khan,
Rishabh Pant (WK), Dhruv Jurel (WK), R
Ashwin, R Jadeja, Axar Patel, Kuldeep
Yadav, Mohd. Siraj, Akash Deep, Jasprit

l

1 Tt

Bumrah, Yash Dayal.India began their long
season of Test cricket with a thumping win in
Chennai. All eyes have been on workload
management, especially for the pacers. It
was widely anticipated that Jasprit Bumrah
would be rested for the second Test.
However, India have retained the full-
strength squad.It looks likely that India will
rest Jasprit Bumrah for the second Test,
considering the long season ahead. After the
Kanpur Test against Bangladesh, India will
play three Tests against New Zealand in
October-November. India will then play a
five-Test Border-Gavaskar Trophy since
1991-92. India will need their pace-bowling
unit to be at its best for what is expected to be
a draining series.Captain Rohit Sharma was
thrilled with India's dominant show in
Chennai on a pitch that did was quite
different to the norm in home Test matches.

"It was a great result looking what lies ahead.

Playing after a while but you are in touch
with the game. Need to be working as a
group, had a good lead-up and got the win,"
Rohit said.

J spotin

can bat like a regular batsman
and build partnerships, which
gives you a chance to score
runs. That's the point — if |
come lower down the order
and score seventy or eighty
with the tail, here at number
five, there's a chance to score a
hundred, one fifty, or even a
double hundred," he added.

As India's Test lineup continues
to evolve, Pant's growth as a
key middle-order batsman
could prove vital, especially in
high-pressure matches. His
newfound ambition to convert

starts into bigger scores aligns with India's
aspirations of building a formidable batting
order. With Rohit Sharma's backing and his
own determination, Pant is keen to seize
every opportunity at No. 5, a spot that could
define the next phase of his Test career.
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Samantha,
Ruth Prabhu

Gives Glimpse Of Her Family

As She Shares Photos From
Brother David’s Wedding

S amantha Ruth Prabhu has given first glimpse of

her family on social media. She took to her handle
and shared photos from her brother David’s
wedding. Fans have also reacted and are praising
her. Samantha opted for a purple colour satin gown
for the occasion.Taking to her Instagram handle,
Samantha shared photos and wrote, “Family”. In
the photos, we can see her posing with mother,
brothers and other family members. She opted
for a purple colour gown and wore minimal
makeup. One of the fans wrote, “Holy

with your aura and presence Sammy”.
Another wrote, “Drop dead gorgeous
Sammmm.”

Samantha Ruth Prabhu recently wrapped up
shooting for the Indian spy-action TV
series Citadel: Honey Bunny with Varun
Dhawan. Despite their busy schedules, the
two stars have now found time to begin
another much-anticipated project, Rakt
Bramhand: The Bloody Kingdom, in
Mumbai.

After a brief hiatus, Samantha Ruth Prabhu
has returned to the set and has begun filming
her next TV series, Rakt Bramhand, with
Aditya Roy Kapur. Samantha recently took to
social media to share her excitement about
being back on set, posting an image featuring a
passport-like book with her name on it, I
alongside a pencil, a luxury backpack, a coffee
cup, and a sleep-inducing oil. She captioned it,
“Never stop dreaming. Glad to be back on a
film set after a while. #Raktbrahmand
(@d2r_films.”Directed by Rahi Anil Barve, the
mastermind behind Tumbbad, and produced by
Raj & DK of The Family Man fame under their
D2R Films banner, the series has officially
commenced production. The ensemble cast also
includes Ali Fazal and Wamiqa Gabbi.

A report from Mid-Day provided further insights into
the show. According to an insider, Rakt Bramhand is
Raj & DK’s first foray into the action-fantasy genre,
set in a fictional kingdom. While managing the
production of The Family Man, the duo is also closely
overseeing the development of Rakt Bramhand. “The
sheer scale of the production is something they haven’t
attempted before. We started shooting two weeks ago and
are currently canning some elaborate action sequences at
Bahubali Studio in Borivali,” the source revealed.

C

Nick Jonas

ves Sneak Peek Of His Camera Roll Featuring
oments With Priyanka Chopra, Malti Marie

as and Priyanka Chopra have often given us couple goals. Today, the global singer gave fans a
arming glimpse into his camera roll, sharing intimate moments with his wife Priyanka Chopra, and
aughter, Malti Marie. The singer and actor took to social media, offering a sneak peek of the
1erished moments he’s captured. Fans were quick to react.Taking to his Instagram handle, Nick
onas shared a video clip that features his moments with Priyanka Chopra, Malti Marie, his
brothers and his father. He did not write anything for the caption but dropped a heart emoji.
One of the fans called them a power couple. Many dropped heart emojis.
Jick Jonas, Priyanka Chopra’s husband, celebrated his 32nd birthday on September 16.
\'. multi-talented American singer marked the occasion with a special celebration,
anks to his proud wife. Priyanka Chopra shared a heartwarming carousel of
cherished moments with Nick and their daughter, Malti Marie, to make the day
> even more memorable.Priyanka posted a carousel with the caption, “Happiest
birthday to the best husband and dad. You make all our dreams come true ..
‘ everyday.. we love you @nickjonas.” The first image in the carousel was a
heartwarming family portrait, with
A".
e W

O

Nick and Priyanka standing close
together as their little girl, Malti,
playfully peeked between them.
Priyanka looked stunning in a
vibrant orange dress, while Nick
sported a casual yet stylish look
in a white T-shirt paired with a
blue jacket and matching
trousers.
Meanwhile, Nick’s brother
Kevin Jonas also shared a post
on his Instagram to wish him “Happy Birthday!!” In the picture
accompanying the wish, the brother duo was seen walking with Nick and
Priyanka’s little munchkin. On the other hand, a couple’s fan page shared a
video from The Jonas Brothers’ recent concert. In the clip, Nick’s brother,
Joe Jonas, encourages the audience to sing the “Happy Birthday” song for
his brother while an overwhelmed Nick proceeds to blow the candle on a huge
cake.On the work front, Priyanka recently completed shooting for The Bluffand is
now moving to her next project, Citadel Season 2. In addition, she has Heads of State
and Jee Le Zaraa in the pipeline. Meanwhile, Nick will be next seen in Power Ballad.

S\4

Selena Gomez Slams Trolls For
Trying To Victimise Her After
Revealing Inability To Carry Children

)

Singer and actress Selena Gomez recently got candid
about her inability to carry children, but instead of
letting it bring her down, she’s embracing her
vulnerability. In a viral clip circulating on X, Gomez
made it clear that asking for help isn’t something to
be ashamed of. “Telling people when you need help
or when you want help — that is not shameful,” she
said during a Women in Film event. The 23-year-old
star added, “So yeah, I shared that I can’t carry a
child. Yeah, I shared that I have bipolar. F—k off.
That’s what my life is. That’s who I am.”She further
said, “That’s why I like to be honest. Because
everyone is going through something. I don’t have it
all put together. ’'m not a, you know, whatever. [ am
me and that’s all I can be.”

While speaking, she also had some powerful advice
for her younger sister, Gracie and the rest of the
attendees at the event: “Don’t ever let anyone tell
you that you’re not a good person.”“Screw anyone
who tells you you’re a victim. You’re a survivor in
my book,” she added.Earlier this month, Gomez had
opened up in an interview with Vanity Fair, where
she shared that adoption and surrogacy are both
“huge possibilities” for her. She explained that due
to her medical issues, carrying a child would be risky
for both her and the baby. “That was something I had
to grieve for a while. It’s not necessarily the way I
envisioned it. I thought it would happen the way it
happens for everyone,” she admitted.Gomez is
grateful for alternative ways to become a mother.
“I’m one of those people. I’'m excited for what that
journey will look like, but it’11 look a little different,”
she told the magazine.

Beyond her fertility struggles, Gomez has always been
open about her health battles, from her lupus
diagnosis to her mental health. She first revealed her
bipolar diagnosis in 2020, telling Elle the following
year that it felt like “a huge weight lifted off” once
she knew what she was dealing with.

Ranveer Singh And Atlee
Set The Dance Floor On
Fire In This Viral Video

Jawan director Atlee is celebrating his birthday
today. Many celebrities including Varun
Dhawan have wished him. Amid this, an old
video has surfaced online which is going viral.
Atlee and Ranveer Singh are seen setting the
dance floor on fire with their impromptu dance.
Fans have reacted to it.In the video, shared by
Voompla, we can see Ranveer Singh and Atlee
twinning in black and dancing. Other guests
present are also joining them. The duo stole the
spotlight at director S Shankar’s daughter’s
wedding. Atlee surprised everyone with his
moves. Their impromptu choreography
included iconic tracks like ‘Tattad Tattad,’
‘Appadi Podu,” and ‘Lungi Dance.” Fans have
been quick to flood the comment sections with
praise.

Earlier this month, we exclusively reported that
the shoot of Farhan Akhtar’s Don 3 starring
Ranveer Singh and Kiara Advani has been
pushed. The third instalment of the franchise,
which was supposed to kick off in January of
next year, will now go on floors in May-June
2025. The reason behind it is Farhan, who is
currently shooting for 120 Bahadur. Keeping up
with his commitment to the makers of the film,
he wants to wrap it up before taking Don 3 to
floors. And now Newsl8 Showsha has yet
another exciting update on the film.

Asource tells us, “The pre-production work on the
film is currently underway. And the prep on the
same will begin next year in March as apart from
Farhan, Ranveer is also busy with Aditya Dhar’s
untitled next and recently embraced
fatherhood.” Ranveer and Deepika Padukone’s
baby girl was born on September 8. Kiara, on the
other hand, is caught up with War 2 co-starring
Hrithik Roshan and Jr NTR.On the other hand,
Atlee is currently busy with the shoot of Baby
John with Varun Dhawan. Keerthy Suresh,
Wamiqa Gabbi, and Jackie Shroff are also part of
the film.
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