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Playing for country,
for money

Rio de Janeiro 2016. The Olympics mixed doubles
semifinal is on, and an Indian tennis legend is
getting a bit anxious, for there looms the real
possibility that Sania Mirza and Rohan Bopanna
would beat Venus Williams and Rajeev Ram.

Sania and Bopanna won the first set 6-2, and we —
fans, sports writers, coaches, Indian
sportspersons — were hoping for an encore in the
second... All except the anxious legend. He
didn’t want Sania and Bopanna to win a silver —
or any medal! — because he had not been picked
to partner Sania in the Olympics. Sania-Bopanna
were, also, foes to him, for they were members of
the camp of his former male doubles partner.
Thus, he was willing hard, with all his heart, for
Sania-Bopanna to fail, to lose in the semifinals,
to not win a medal — the Indian medal count be
damned.In the event, Sania and Bopanna lost the
second set 2-6 and the third 3-10 to Venus-Ram;
they still had the opportunity of winning a medal,
abronze, but they lost the third-place playoff 1-6,
5-7 to Radek Stepanek and Lucie Hradecka. It
was a heartbreaking loss for Sania-Bopanna, for
the Indian media pack, for the Indian fans — but
not so for the aforementioned legend.

the anxiousness of this great player at the
possibility of a medal for Sania-Bopanna, and
then the glee at them missing it — came to one’s
mind when controversy broke out over India No.
1 Sumit Nagal demanding $50,000 from the All
India Tennis Association to play for India in the
Davis Cup tie against Sweden. India, missing top
singles stars Nagal, Sasikumar Mukund and Yuki
Bhambri, got a 0-4 hammering from Sweden.

Sportspersons are human, not exemplars of
morality, rectitude, patriotism. They’re just like
us — and possibly we’re a bit better, because
we’re never exposed to the temptations that some
sportspersons, especially cricketers, face every
day of their lives. And if they do give in to
temptation, those watching from the sidelines
start booing.Sportspersons turn cynics when
quite young, for their experience, of fellow
players and coaches, tells them that the sports
administrator is venal and undependable — often
a politician or bureaucrat or businessman who
joins up for clout in his city, then country, then the
world. Once they have the vote in, say, the global
governing body of a sport, or in the Olympics,
such men are like kings — feted and lionised at
the biggest sports events in the world. Power can
be difficult to digest for the petty — they turn
autocrats, treating athletes like menials.

Some of these men turn up at, say, the tennis event
at the Olympics, sozzled silly, courtesy
complimentary alcoholic beverages. We in the
media have seen them countless times, as have
athletes. Sportspersons have utter contempt for
such freeloaders. Somdev Devvarman, the
former India No. 1 who had a highest global
ranking of No. 61, said in 2017 about certain
AITA officebearers who had missed the fourth
and fifth sets of his Davis Cup match in 2014:
“They were getting late for their single malt party
down at the club as they thought my match was
done and I had no chance of coming back. This
information certainly didn’t come as a surprise to
me. I expect them to be unpolished. I also got a
solid whiff of their single malt Scotch as they
poured over me with congratulations after the
match.”Nagal, facing criticism for asking for
money to play for India, clarified: “It is standard
practice in professional sports for athletes to be
compensated for their participation in events,
even when representing their country.”

Nagal also said he was undergoing rehab after an
injury, and had informed “AITA well in advance
about my inability to participate” in the Davis
Cup.It must be stated that playing tennis as a pro
— with the need for a team of coach, physio,
trainer, doctor, etc — is a very expensive
proposition, and players do need to focus on their
bread and butter, the ATP tournaments.AITA
officials did not reveal that the association does
get money from the International Tennis
Federation with which to compensate Nagal —
that players do get paid for playing in the Davis
Cup.

DESPITE opposition from political parties and civil
society, the Union Government, on September 18,
decided to move forward with simultaneous
elections, accepting recommendations from a high-
level committee led by former President Ram Nath
Kovind. The committee proposed that Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections be held together, with municipal
and panchayat elections following within the next
100 days. To implement this plan, the government
will need to secure constitutional amendments
in both Parliament and the Assemblies. The issue |
of simultaneous elections has been raging for
decades. In 2013, before becoming the Prime pg
Minister, Narendra Modi had emphasised the §
need for simultaneous elections, citing high
costs and disruptions to development activities.
Since then, various committees have examined
the issue but failed to reach a viable solution. It
was in this context that the Kovind-led
committee was formed, with a clear mandate to
propose concrete methods for holding
simultaneous elections rather than debating the
merits of the proposal.

The committee delivered a comprehensive report
within the mandated time frame. Established on
September 2, 2023, it worked for 191 days and
submitted an 18,626-page report on March 14, 2024.
Its members included distinguished individuals from
various fields. It sought inputs from political parties
and legal experts, including former chief justices,
former chief election commissioners and state
election commissioners. Suggestions from the public
were welcomed, with organisations like the Bar
Council of India, the Confederation of Indian
Industry and the Federation of Indian Chambers of

TWO years after an economic meltdown sparked an
uprising in Sri Lanka, Marxist-leaning Anura Kumara
Dissanayake has bested Sajith Premadasa in the
presidential election. Incumbent President and six-time
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe finished a
distant third, underlining the voters’ resolve to herald a
new beginning in the beleaguered island nation.
Dissanayake, the candidate of the National People’s
Power (NPP) alliance, rode to victory on the back of his
anti-corruption and pro-poor agenda. His promise of
slashing taxes clicked with people who are reeling
under poverty or finding it hard to keep pace with the
high cost of living.

Involved in two armed uprisings against the Lankan
government (1971 and 1987-89), Dissanayake’s
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) has been active in
mainstream politics in recent decades. It remains to be
seen if the NPP will give him and his party the freedom ) )
to do something revolutionary on the economic front. A~ Lanka’s economy make a tentative recovery, with
deal with the International Monetary Fund has helped Sri

Don't let the State trample over the law of the land

While courts can be expected to perform their assigned tasks, it would be unfair to

THE Supreme Court’s interim order of September 17,

staying the demolition of properties of persons accused
in criminal cases, is premised on the unexceptionable
principle of constitutional governance, that the exercise
of State power is accountable to the discipline of the
Constitution. It is a reminder to the executive authorities
that in a State governed by the rule of law, mere lip
service to procedural niceties is not a sufficient assurance
of substantive compliance with the mandatory
requirements of legal due process. The court’s order,
rooted in ‘the ethos of the Constitution’, echoes the
outraged conscience of the nation against the State’s
exercise of brute force in meting out retributive justice.
That the order was resisted in court by the government in
a matter seen as a frontal assault on constitutional
conscience and an indelible scar on the soul of the nation
speaks for itself.The court’s intervention in a petition
filed by the Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind in the wake of widely
reported demolitions across the country was sought on
the touchstone of Article 21 of the Constitution that
guarantees to all individuals the right to life with dignity,
which includes the right to shelter, privacy and
reputation. Though belated, the court’s order interdicts
what is now infamously known as ‘bulldozer justice’, a
punitive mode wholly incompatible with the first
principles of constitutional justice. In a purposive
judicial intervention, the court proposed a set of
guidelines on a ‘pan-India basis’ to prevent unlawful
demolitions anywhere in the country and has thus
exercised its plenary jurisdiction to fill a legal vacuum.
In a perfect harmonising of equities, it has ruled that the
injunction regarding demolitions would not apply in
cases of encroachment of public spaces such as “road,
footpath, abutting railway line or any river body or water
bodies and also to cases where there is an order for
demolition made by the court...”It is worrisome that the
apex court’s intervention came after several residential
and commercial premises were unlawfully razed in what
is prima facie a legally indefensible action across several
states, such as Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana,
Mabharashtra and Delhi. Even as attempts to justify
‘bulldozer justice’ persist, the unlawful use of brutal
force by executive authorities to deprive citizens of their
homes and places of work has shamed the nation. We are
compelled to ask ourselves if there is “fair play for poor
as well as for rich, for private persons as well as
government officials” and whether “the right of the
individual, subject to his duties to the State, be
maintained, asserted and exalted” (from Winston
Churchill’s 1938 speech, expounding the necessary
conditions of democracy).Clearly, as long as the sanctity
of our homes is not secure against unjust State intrusion,
the cherished ideal of Gandhi’s Swaraj and a vision of a
libertarian democracy in which, “...the poorest man may

eyl

in his cottage bid defiance to all the force of the
crown...” will remain a distant dream. Discriminatory,
disproportionate, arbitrary and violative of the rule of
law, ‘bulldozer justice’ is an anathema to any civilised
society, especially in a country whose political and social
consciousness has been shaped in the crucible of a long
and arduous struggle for freedom gainst the oppressive
colonial rule.

In the cause that is yet to be argued, the court is expected to
respond to the constitutional command in an
unapologetic assertion of its remit. Summoned to defend
fundamental freedoms, it must revalidate its role as the
nation’s impartial judicial arbiter by scripting a credible
remedy that will minimise, if not eliminate, the excesses
of the State against its citizens.But the issue at hand
raises larger questions: Must citizens be compelled to
approach the highest court for relief against recurring
high-handedness of the executive branch? Can a
constitutional State sanction retribution through
processes unknown to law and extend the consequences
to the innocent family members of the accused, including
women, children and the elderly, depriving them of a
roof over their heads and the means of subsistence?
Implicit in the interrogatory is a perceived perversion of
constitutional governance at different levels that
compels an urgent review of the nation’s governing
processes to ensure that administrative justice meets the
test of fairness. While courts can be expected to perform
their assigned tasks, it would be unfair to impose a

Lankan mandate

Onus on Dissanayake to bolster economy

inflation falling to 0.5 per cent from an alarming high of

‘One nation, one poll’ faces trust deficit

Altering an established democratic system and the Constitution raises serious concerns

Impose a

A

Commerce and Industry given opportunities to
present their views.The report indicated that 21,558
responses were received, with 80 per cent supporting
simultaneous elections. But critics have pointed out
that suggestions were invited only in Hindi and
English. Therefore, the response is not reflective of
all regions of India. Inputs came from 47 political
parties, of which 32 (all members of the NDA)
favoured the proposal and 15 opposed it, labelling it

anti-democratic and anti-federal. Opposing parties
raised concerns that the move could marginalise
regional parties, promote national party dominance
and lead to a presidential-style government. Based on
these contributions and thorough research, the
committee conducted an in-depth analysis.
Supporters of simultaneous elections argue that
separate polls waste resources and lead to policy
paralysis. While a majority of the experts agree that
constitutional amendments are necessary, they
contend that these changes would not be anti-
democratic or anti-federal, nor would they undermine

the Constitution’s basic structure or lead to a
presidential form of government.A significant
strength of the report is its comprehensiveness,
consisting of 21 volumes of annexures, as it faithfully
reproduces all past and present opinions, making it a
valuable document. The committee unanimously
recommended that simultaneous elections be
implemented nationwide. It proposed necessary
amendments to the Constitution and laws, including a
new Article, 82A, stating that “notwithstanding
anything contained in Articles 83 and 172, all the
legislative assemblies constituted in any general
election held after the appointed date shall come to
an end on the expiry of the full term of the House of
the people.” It clarified that “simultaneous
elections” refers to elections for the Lok Sabha and
all Vidhan Sabhas, excluding panchayat elections,
which are proposed to be held “within 100 days”.
However, this does not amount to simultaneous
elections. In fact, the proposed remedy may be
worse than the current situation. First, it leaves out
over three million elected representatives
compared to the 5,000 included. Moreover, an
election held three months later is not a simultaneous
election but constitutes an absolutely new one,
necessitating all logistical preparations again —
setting up polling stations, selecting and training
polling parties and redeploying security. All this has
to be done within three months, when the 15-million
staff would have barely recovered from what is
officially described as the largest management
exercise in the world. Importantly, voters would have
to return to the polls and millions of them will not be
able to do so as they are poor daily-wage workers,
losing their important constitutional right.The report

disproportionate burden on the judiciary.

disproportionate burden on the judiciary, considering the
institutional limitations. The defence of democracy and
the rule of law is, after all, the collective burden of the
three wings of the Indian State and, in the ultimate
analysis, of the people as a whole, who must write their
own story through peaceful democratic assertion against
unjust actions of the State. As a repository of the people’s
power, the government is expected to exercise its
authority in demonstrable compliance with the
established legal procedures so that justice is not only
done but is also seen to be done.We must confront a
broader question: is the smallness of our politics
conducive to the establishment of a just society? Indeed,
it is necessary to state the obvious and ask difficult
questions, lest we forget who we are. No apologies are
owed for condemning the unacceptable, particularly, the
inhuman acts that have wounded national sensitivities
and have left behind an unhealable pain in an unending
‘daze of grief’. By a robust refusal to countenance
injustice and abuse of power, Justices BR Gavai and KV
Viswanathan have once again vindicated the oath of their
high office. In their path-breaking judgments on bail and
‘bulldozer justice’, the judges have validated the view of
distinguished historian Arnold Toynbee that the history
of the human civilisation is the history of how
civilisations respond to challenges that shape the world.
The tragedy of ‘bulldozer justice’ and the court’s action
will doubtless define the future course of India’s

democracy.

70 per cent. The major challenges for
Dissanayake are to enable the country to repay
its debt, regain investors’ confidence and pull
one-fourth of its population out of poverty. He
can’t afford to let down the masses, whose
anger and discontent had fuelled the 2022
protests that led to the ignominious ouster of
then President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. Those
nightmarish scenes of food and fuel shortages
are fresh in the people’s minds.

Playing its cards well, the Modi government had
hosted Dissanayake in February,
notwithstanding the anti-India rhetoric the JVP
was once infamous for. Going by Delhi’s
diplomatic success in making pro-China
Maldives President Muizzu see reason, India
will hope to sway Dissanayake in case he starts
cosying up to Beijing. A balancing act by the

new President will stand his country in good stead

geopolitically as well as economically.

also states that “where any state legislative assembly
is dissolved on account of a no-confidence motion, a
hung House, or any other event, fresh elections will
be held for such a new House with the tenure ending
with that of the House of the people.” This provision
does not eliminate the possibility of midterm polls.
Candidates could end up spending crores on an
election for a truncated term — potentially as short as
one to two years. This certainly does not constitute
simultaneous elections.The committee has
commendably emphasised the need for a single
electoral roll by proposing an amendment to Article
325, recognising that the voters for all three tiers of
elections are the same. This essentially shifts the
responsibility for local bodies’ electoral rolls to the
Election Commission of India (ECI) “in consultation
with State Election Commissioners”, a task that is far
from simple. It has also acknowledged the ECI’s
“detailed requirements for equipment such as EVMs,
VVPATs, polling personnel, security forces, and
election materials”, along with expenditure
estimates. Although the specific costs are not
mentioned, it is clear that we will require at least three
times the current number of EVMs and VVPATSs,
which would entail humongous expenses on nearly
40 lakh EVMs and VVPATSs each, that should have
been explicitly outlined, especially since cost
reduction is one of the main reasons for this
proposal. With such significant compromises, the
moral authority of the simultaneous poll proposal has
been undermined. Altering an established democratic
system and the Constitution raises serious concerns.
If the proposal were sincere, why have all elections
been extended over the past decade? Why have the
Himachal and Gujarat elections.
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Western Carriers makes
weak D-Street debut,
lists at 1% discount

NEW DELHI. Western Carriers had a
lackluster debut on Dalal Street, listing at
a slight discount on Tuesday. The
company's shares opened at Rs 170 on the
BSE, 1.16% below its issue price of Rs
172. On the NSE, the stock listed at Rs
171, down by Rs 1 or 0.6%.Despite the
weak listing, the IPO received strong
investor interest, being oversubscribed
nearly 31 times, primarily driven by non-
institutional investors.The proceeds from
the IPO will be used to repay debt, finance
capital expenditures for the purchase of
commercial vehicles, containers, and
reach stackers, with the remaining funds
allocated for general corporate
purposes. Western Carriers operates a vast
logistics network across India, with over
50 branch offices and four zonal offices in
23 states.

The company also manages 16 warehouses
across 12 states and operates at more than
55 major public rake handling points,
providing first-mile and last-mile
connectivity for clients in diverse
industries such as metals, FMCG,

Festive sale: Amazon _hik_es
content creator commission

BENGALURU. Ahead of the festive sale,

ecommerce company Amazon has
announced an increase in its standard
commission income rates for key categories
within its network of more than 50,000
influencers engaged with it.

The platform said the revised commission

structure offers influencers a substantial
increase ranging from 1.5x to 2x across a
wide range of product categories, including
fashion, beauty & personal care appliances
for active creators working with
Amazon.“By significantly increasing
commission rates across key categories and
offering additional resources via programs
like Creator University and Creator
Connect, we’re providing creators with tools

and incentives they need to thrive during
festive season and beyond,” said Zahid Khan,
director of shopping initiatives for India and

emerging markets, Amazon.

In addition to fee changes, as part of Amazon
Live program, hundreds of creators will run
over a 1,500 live streams across categories

décor, fashion and beauty among many others
for Amazon Great Indian Festival (AGIF).
Meanwhile, Flipkart is gearing up for the festive
season by offering a diverse mix of petrol and
electric two-wheelers from leading brands
including Hero, TVS and Bajaj, among others.
Demand for two-wheelers on Flipkart has

NEW DELHI. Samsung on Monday said
production at its Sriperumbudur plant in
Tamil Nadu has returned to normal
capacity despite the ongoing employee
strike. Employees at the plant, which
manufactures consumer goods like
televisions, refrigerators, and washing
machines, have been protesting for
better pay and reduced working hours
for the past 15 days.Initially, production
was hit by nearly 50%, but the company
has since hired contractual employees,
and production is now nearly back to
normal. “The strike at Chennai factory,
now in its 15th day, hit the production of
consumer goods such as televisions,
refrigerators, and washing machines
initially. However, the impact of the
strike is minimal now, and the company
expects production to be near normal

Production at Tamil Nadu plant
returning fo normalcy: Samsung

starting this week,” said Samsung.

Production at Tamil Nadu plant returning
to normalcy: Samsung

Samsung workers in Sriperumbudur
continue strike, call for recognition of
union and self-respect

The plant is a crucial production unit,
accounting for one-third of its annual
revenue in India, about USD 12 billion.
The strike, began on September 9, was
driven by workers’ demands for higher
wages, a raise from Rs 25,000 to Rs
36,000 over the next three years, and
official recognition of their union,
backed by the Centre of Indian Trade
Union (CITU).Samsung has taken legal
action, approaching a district court to
obtain a temporary injunction against
the union to prevent protests near the
factory.

including mobiles, home appliances, home soared by 6x in August 2024 over last year.

pharmaceuticals, chemicals, and oil &
gas.

As ofMarch 31, 2024, Western Carriers had
1,647 clients, including notable names
like Tata Steel, Hindalco Industries, HUL,
and DHL. Its consolidated revenue from
operations rose 4% in FY24 to Rs 1,686
crore, while profit after tax increased by
12% to Rs 80.3 crore.The company
maintains a high customer retention rate,
with 80% of its FY24 revenues coming
from clients who have been with the
company for over three years. The
retention rate for its top 10 customers was
aperfect 100%.

IM Financial and Kotak Mahindra Capital
Company served as the lead managers for
the [PO.

Retail Investors Lost Rs 1.8 Lakh

Cr In FY22-FY24 In Equity Futures

And Options: Sebi Study

Mumbai. The aggregate losses of individual
traders in the equity futures and options
(F&O) segment exceeded Rs 1.8 lakh crore
over the three-year period between FY22
and FY24, a new study by the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) showed on
Monday. Over nine out of 10 individual
traders in the equity futures and options
segment continue to incur significant losses,
revealed the study, adding that despite
consecutive years of losses, more than 75 per
cent of loss-making traders continued
trading in F&O.The proportion of young
traders (below 30 years) in the F&amp;O
segment rose from 31 per cent in FY23 to 43
per cent in FY24.Moreover, individuals from
beyond top 30 (B30) cities made up over 72
per cent of the total F&amp;O trader base, a
higher proportion compared to mutual fund
investors, 62 per cent of whom are from B30
cities.About 93 per cent of over 1 crore
individual F&amp;O traders incurred

average losses of around Rs 2 lakh per trader
(inclusive of transaction costs) during the
study period.Top 3.5 per cent of loss-makers,
approximately 4 lakh traders, faced an
average loss of Rs 28 lakh per person over
the same period, inclusive of transaction
costs.Only 1 per cent of individual traders
managed to earn profits exceeding Rs 1 lakh,
after adjusting for transaction costs, the
findings showed.The SEBI study found that
in contrast to individual traders, proprietary
traders and Foreign Portfolio Investors
(FPIs) as a class booked gross trading profits
of Rs 33,000 crore and Rs 28,000 crore,
respectively in FY24 (before accounting for
transaction costs).Against this, Individuals
and others incurred a loss of over Rs 61,000
crore in FY24 (before accounting for
transaction costs).Most of the profits were
generated by larger entities that used trading
algorithms, with 97 per cent of FPI profits
and 96 per cent of proprietary trader profits
coming from algorithmic trading, said the
study.On an average, individual traders spent
Rs 26,000 per person on F&amp;O
transaction costs in FY24.Over the three-
year period from FY22 to FY24, individuals
collectively spent about Rs 50,000 crore on

Vodafone Idea shares fall 2% as
ICICI Securities cuts target price

ICICI Securities has reduced
Vodafone Idea's
EV/EBITDA multiple to 13
times FY27 from 14 times
and lowered its target price
to Rs 11 from Rs 15.

New Delhi. Vodafone Idea shares declined
over 2% after ICICI Securities slashed its
target price, citing concerns over the
company's financial outlook.At 11:36 am,
shares of the telecom operator were down
2.03% at Rs 10.60 on the Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE).Following an analyst call
with the management, ICICI Securities
noted that Vodafone Idea remains hopeful
of resolving an "arithmetical error" in the
calculation of its Adjusted Gross Revenue
(AGR) dues.The telecom operator is
currently engaging with the government on
the matter, despite the Supreme Court's
rejection of its curative petition regarding
these dues.According to ICICI Securities,

/]

Vodafone Idea believes its case has strong
merit, and discussions with the government
have been encouraging. The company is
factoring in the conversion of Rs 29,000
crore of government debt into equity at the
end of the moratorium period under the
recent telecom reform package.

While Vodafone Idea has not included AGR
relief in its business recovery plan, ICICI
Securities moved its estimate of AGR relief
worth Rs 35,000 crore from FY25 to FY26.
This shift, along with the delayed capex
acceleration, resulted in revised net profit
projections for FY25-27E, although its
EBITDA estimate for the same period
remains unchanged.Given the rising
uncertainty surrounding the AGR
resolution, ICICI Securities reduced

Vodafone Idea's EV/EBITDA multiple to
13 times FY27 from 14 times and lowered
its target price to Rs 11 from Rs 15. The
brokerage maintained a 'Hold' rating on the
stock. Meanwhile, Motilal Oswal Financial
Services (MOFSL) has a target price of Rs
12 and a 'Neutral' rating.

ICICI Securities also noted that Vodafone
Idea is close to finalising Rs 25,000 crore in
debt funding, with an additional Rs 10,000
crore for non-fund facilities, which should
bolster its capex efforts.

The telecom firm has signed agreements with
major equipment suppliers for Rs 30,000
crore worth of radios, set to be delivered
over the next three years. Capex is expected
to begin in November 2024, alongside a
potential tariff hike of 15-20% over the next
15 months.Meanwhile, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services (MOFSL) highlighted
that despite the company's high operating
leverage, the significant cash required to
service its debt limits the upside potential
for equity holders. The conversion of
unpaid installments into equity post-
moratorium could start by FY26/FY27,
further affecting the company's financial
structure.

Telecom sector is robust, should have
four service providers, says Scindia

The minister noted that very few
countries have four major players
in their telecom markets, with
India being one of them.

NEW DELHI. Communications Minister | g8

Jyotiraditya Scindia on Monday advocated
for at least four telecom operators in the
country, emphasizing that the telecom
sector is very robust. The minister noted that
very few countries have four major players
in their telecom markets, with India being
one of them.Following the Supreme
Court’s rejection of a curative petition filed
by telecom service providers seeking a re-
computation of their Adjusted Gross
Revenue (AGR) dues, Scindia mentioned
that Supreme Court orders need to be
executed.

The minister stated that the government is
currently examining the implications and
repercussions of the court’s order and
acknowledged that it must be executed.

“So, the Supreme Court’s judgment has just
come out. Whatever its order may be, it
must be executed. We are still in the process
of examining it and assessing its potential

repercussions. But let me say this: our
telecom sector is extremely robust.
It’s a sector where we have four
players. There are very few countries
in the world that can boast of having
four players within their telecom
sector. India is one of those,” said
Scindia.Scindia highlighted India’s
fastest 5G rollout, with 4.5 lakh base
tower stations installed and 97% of
cities covered with 5G. The telecom
sector’s robustness enabled this
achievement, with Rs 4.26 lakh crore
invested in capex over two years.
Regarding 4G coverage in uncovered
villages, a total of 7,101 4G mobile
towers have been commissioned by the
telecom service providers including
Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel, and BSNL,
under various Digital Bharat Nidhi-funded
4G schemes, including the 4G saturation
scheme. Out of these, 2,618 towers have
been made operational since June 2024.

Manaba Finance IPQ Day 2:

Check latest subscription,
expected listing gains

New Delhi. The initial public offering (IPO) of

Manba Finance has seen strong interest from
investors as it was fully subscribed on the day
it opened for bidding.Manba Finance
Limited, founded in 1998, offers a variety of
financial services, including loans for new
two-wheelers (2Ws), three-wheelers (3Ws),
electric two-wheelers (EV2Ws), electric
three-wheelers (EV3Ws), used cars, along
with small business and personal loans.The
IPO of Manba Finnace is a fresh issue of 1.26
crore shares and closes for subscription on
September 25, 2024.Manba Finance [PO was
subscribed 39.56 times overall by 11:39 AM
on September 24, 2024. The retail category
saw a subscription of 44.10 times, while the
QIB category was subscribed 3.05 times, and
the NII category reached 77.65 times.The
price range for Manba Finance’s IPO has
been set between Rs 114 and Rs 120 per
share. Investors are required to apply for a
minimum of 125 shares. For retail investors,
the minimum investment amount is Rs
15,000.Latest grey market premium (GMP)
for Manba Financen IPO

The latest grey market premium (GMP) for the

Manba Finance IPO stands at Rs 64, as of
11:01 AM on September 24,2024 With a price
band set at Rs 120, the estimated listing price
for Manba Finance shares is expected to be
around Rs 184 (calculated by adding the cap
price to the current GMP). This suggests a
potential gain per share of 53.33%.While the
projected 53.33% gain looks attractive for
investors seeking quick returns, it’s important
to remember that grey market premiums can
fluctuate, and actual listing prices may vary
due to market conditions on the day of listing.

Should you subscribe?
AnTPO report from Anan Rathi said that Manba

Finance Bank Ltd has established
relationships with more than 1100 dealers
with the ability to expand to new
underpenetrated geographies (currently
present in 66 locations spread across six states
in western, central and north India) and a
Technology drive and scalable operating
model with quick Turn Around Time (TAT)
for loan processing (5.30 days as of March 31,
2024).

oM to discuss rate rationalisation on September 25

NEW DELHI. The Group of Ministers
responsible for Goods and Services Tax
(GST) rate rationalisation is set to convene
on September 25 in Goa to deliberate on
potential adjustments to tax slabs and rates.

The six-member Group of Ministers (GoM),
led by Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Samrat
Chaudhary, last convened on August 22.

They submitted a status report to the GST
Council on September 9. The government
aims to finalise the process of GST rate
rationalisation by the end of the year, as per
sources.According to sources, the panel is
likely to deliberate on the possibility of
merging 12% and 18% goods and services
tax slabs into a single unified rate, though no
formal proposal has been put forward yet.
Meanwhile, the Centre is also concerned
about the revenue generation -- the average
GST rate at about 12% is below the revenue-
neutral rate of 15.3%.

“The revenue-neutral rate is crucial as it
represents the level at which government
revenue remains stable following the
implementation of GST. The lower-than-

anticipated average rate has raised concerns
about the government’s ability to generate
adequate revenue, leading the Group of
Ministers (GoM) to initiate discussions on
possible adjustments to the existing tax
rates. However, not all states are in
agreement with the idea of altering the goods
and services tax structure,” a top source told
TNIE.

Notably, both West Bengal and Karnataka
have voiced their concerns and are hesitant
to support any immediate changes to the tax
slabs.Following the August meeting, West
Bengal finance minister Chandrima
Bhattacharya expressed her opposition to
changing the current goods and services tax
rates, advocating for the preservation of the
existing structure.

In a similar vein, Karnataka Revenue Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda remarked that the GST
system has largely stabilized over the past
few years, warning that any alterations could
upset this equilibrium. He also mentioned
that the Group of Ministers (GoM) would
revisit this topic in their next meeting.

The six-member Group of Ministers (GoM), led by Bihar Deputy Chief

Minister Samrat Chaudhary, last convened on August 22.

transaction costs.
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Karnataka High Court bars using, uploading
videos of heurmgs amid Pak remark row

The court has also
ordered social
media platforms,
including
YouTube
Facebook, X to
takedown the
videos taken, and
uploaded from the
High Court's
official live-
streaming footage.

New Delhi:

The Karnataka
High Court on Tuesday
prohibited the public from
using or uploading videos
of court proceedings, the
Bar and Bench reported.
This development comes
after two video clips
featuring Karnataka High
Court judge Justice V
Srishananda, making
controversial remarks,
went viral.The court has
also ordered social media platforms,
including YouTube, Facebook, X to
takedown the videos taken, and
uploaded from the High Court's
official live-streaming
footage.Justice Hemant
Chandangoudar also directed
certain social media users to delete
the videos of court proceedings
from their social media handles.

"Till next date, respondents 6 to 8

[social media platforms] and 9 to 14
[private respondents] are restrained
from displaying the videos on their

channels. Any video already
uploaded in violation of Rules must
be deleted," the court's interim order
was quoted by the Bar and Bench in
its report. The court, while issuing a
notice on a petition filed by the
Advocates' Association in
Bengaluru, addressed concerns over
the public use of live-streamed court

proceedings, particularly on
social media platforms. The
petition was filled after two
video clips featuring
Karnataka High Court judge
Justice V Srishananda,
making controversial
remarks, went viral.

Despite the association's
request to stop live-
streaming, the court made it
clear that stopping the
broadcasts was not the

answer to the misuse of such videos.

Justice Chandangoudar emphasised

that while the morale of lawyers

could be impacted, judges and
lawyers alike must develop
resilience.“You have to be thick-
skinned. Even judges have to be
thick-skinned. I agree that lawyers’
morale can be affected, but the
solution is not to stop live-
streaming. If any offence is

The Advocates'

committed, bring it to the judge’s
notice,” he remarked.

Association of
Bengaluru has filed a petition in the
Karnataka High Court, seeking
measures to prevent the public from
editing, morphing, or illegally using
live-streamed court proceedings.
The plea also asked for a directive to
social media platforms like
YouTube, Facebook, and X
(formerly Twitter) to remove any
videos or reels created using footage
from the court’s live-streams.

This legal move followed widespread

criticism of two video clips
featuring Justice V Srishananda. In
one video, the judge referred to a
Muslim-majority neighbourhood in
West Bengaluru as "Pakistan." In
another, he made a gender-
insensitive comment while
addressing a woman lawyer. These
remarks ignited public outrage,

prompting the Advocates'
Association to request that live-
streaming be paused until clear
guidelines on courtroom conduct
are established.The controversy
caught the attention of the Supreme
Court, which asked the Karnataka
High Court Registrar General for a
report on the matter. Justice
Srishananda later expressed regret
for his comments.During the
hearing of the Association’s
petition, Additional Solicitor
General Arvind Kamath highlighted
that the High Court already has
mechanisms in place to address
complaints about video misuse. He
stated, "If an offence comes to
someone's notice, only a complaint
has to be made, and action will be
taken." Kamath also defended the
live-streaming of court proceedings,
calling it a "boon" for transparency
in the judicial process.

Arrest Warrant Against
Actor Siddique In Rape
Case, Cops Begin Search

The charges stem from a complaint filed by an
actress who alleged that Siddique raped her at a

state-owned hotel in Thiruvananthapuram in 2016.
—
New Delhi: Kerala Police are reportedly gearing up to

arrest actor Siddique following the Kerala High Court's

decision to deny him anticipatory bail in the Malayalam
cinema #MeToo case, sources said. The court rejected

Siddique's bail plea in a rape case lodged against him by

a former actress. A lookout circular has been issued as

police intensify efforts to trace Siddique's whereabouts.
The charges stem from a complaint filed by an actress who

alleged that Siddique raped her at a state-owned hotel in

Thiruvananthapuram in 2016. According to sources, the

victim had initially refrained from reporting the incident

but came forward after the explosive Hema Committee
report was released last month. The report highlighted
the systemic abuse and harassment faced by women in
the Malayalam film industry, encouraging several
former actresses to share their stories of
exploitation.The actress, in her complaint, claims that

Siddique coerced her into providing sexual favours in

exchange for arole in a Tamil movie. When she refused,

he allegedly raped her. Siddique, who was recently
elected general secretary of the Association of

Malayalam Movie Artistes (AMMA), resigned from his

post soon after the allegations surfaced, prompting the

entire committee, chaired by actor Mohanlal, to step
down as well.Siddique has denied the allegations,

accusing the complainant of harassing him since 2019

by repeatedly making baseless claims on social media.

According to Siddique, the actress had previously

accused him of misbehaving with her at a theatre in

2016, but only after the Hema Committee report did she

escalate her allegations to rape.

"What Are We Doing To
Education System?" Chief
Justice On Punjab NRI Quota

New Delhi: The NRI quota system in college
admissions was nothing but a fraud, the Supreme
Court said today as it dismissed the Punjab
government's appeal against a high court order that
junked amended rules to avail admission to MBBS
courses through this quota.The Punjab government
had, in a notification dated August 20, widened the

definition of an NRI
p— 5 candidate and made
relatives of Non-Resident

Indians (NRI) eligible to

seek admission to the

MBBS course under this

quota. The Punjab and

Haryana High Court shot

down this notification,

observing that this "opens
the door for potential
misuse".In the Supreme

Court today, the Punjab
government's counsel said that Himachal Pradesh
and Uttar Pradesh were following a broad definition
for NRI quota admissions. "HP, UP, Chandigarh,
everyone is following the definition which I am
saying... so only I am under (a) narrow definition," he
said.Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud replied,
"You are saying the nearest relation of NRI will also
be considered. what is this? just a money-spinning
tactic by the state."The bench, also comprising
Justice JB Pardiwala, backed the high court order.
"We must stop this NRI quota business now! Thisis a
complete fraud. This is what we are doing to our
education system," the Chief Justice said. "Look at
the result. Those who got marks three times high
won't get admission,” he added. Justice Pardiwala
said all the applicants are from India. "They are just
relatives, tai (aunt), taau (uncle), chacha, chachi."

The Chief Justice said, "What is a ward? you just have
to say I am looking after X." He said the court cannot
back something thatis "blatantly illegal".

Gujarat school principal kills girl for
resisting rape, dumps body; arrested

The principal said that when he tried to rape the girl, she started screaming. He put his hands on her mouth tightly to stop her screaming. However, the girl

died, following which he hid her in the back of the car. He took her body and left it inside the school compound in the evening, aft

after the classes were over.

New Delhi. The principal of a primary
school in Pipaliya in Gujarat's Dohad

district was arrested for

killing a 6-year-old girl of the school

after she resisted his rape
attempts.The body of the
girl, who studied in Class 1
in the school, was found in
the school compound on
September 19. The
postmortem report of the
victim showed that she had
been suffocated to
death.Dohad
Superintendent of Police
Rajdeep Singh Jhala said
that a total of 10 teams were
formed to investigate the
case.
During the investigation,

the police
found that the parents had sent the girl

to school with the school principal,
Govind Nat, in his car.When she didn't
return from school, the girl's parents
asked Nat about her whereabouts, and

allegedly
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he said that he had dropped her at
school.Following an investigation, the
police took Govind Nat into custody
and questioned him.During the

interrogation, Nat confessed to killing
the girl as she resisted his attempts to
rape her.Nat further said that when he
tried to rape the girl,

she started
screaming. He put his hands on her
mouth tightly to stop her
screaming.

However, the girl died, following

which he hid her in the back of the
car.After that, Govind Nat went to
school as usual and taught the
students. After the classes ended, he
returned to the car, dumped her
belongings near the school gate and
left the girl's body behind the
classroom.When the girl's parents
along with locals reached the
school in the evening of September

19, they found her belongings near the
gate and they found her body in the
school compound.

Madhya Pradesh woman gang-raped after
humiliating accused for splashing mud

New Delhi: A woman was gang-raped
after she humiliated a man who
splashed mud on her while he was

driving his
motorcycle in
Madhya Pradesh's
Rewa. Two people
were arrested in
connection with the
incident.The [
incident occurred
on September 22
(Sunday) when the
victim, a college
student, was on her
way to get her
mobile repaired at a
shop. She was
kidnapped and
taken to a desolate

area where she was gang-raped.During
questioning, the main accused, Kishan

Kol, said he was travelling on a road
that had a lot of mud on his motorcycle.
He said the mud splashed on the

woman who was walking on the
roadside. The accused said he was

humiliated by the woman in front of a
huge crowd, which embarrassed him.

Angered by the humiliation,
the accused decided to
teach the victim a
lesson.On September 22,
Kishan Kol and his friend
Santlal kidnapped the
woman and took her
behind the bushes, where
they committed the
crime.The woman
informed her family about
the incident, following
which a complaint was
filed. The wvictim's
statement was recorded
and her medical
examination was
conducted.Based on the

woman's complaint and statement, the
two accused were arrested.

3 rail staffers arrested
in Surat over 'sabotage’
plot to get felicitated

New Delhi. Three railway employees were arrested
in Gujarat's Surat district on Monday for allegedly
tampering with tracks and then alerting officials
about a "sabotage" in a bid to take credit for
averting a possible train accident, police said.Surat
Rural Superintendent of Police (SP) Hotesh Joysar
said the three employees -- Subhash Poddar (39),
Manish Mistry (28) and Shubham Jaiswal (26) --
are trackmen in the railways' maintenance
department. He added that the accused indulged in
such an act to get themselves felicitated. The Surat
Police launched a probe after some unidentified
people allegedly tampered with a railway track by
removing fish plates and loosening several bolts in
an attempt to derail trains on September 21.

The SP said Poddar and others, while on inspection
between Kosamba and Kim stations, had alerted
authorities at 5:30 am on September 21 about
"miscreants" removing elastic clips and two
fishplates from one set of tracks and placing them
on another to derail a train. According to the SP, the
accused, who were on night duty, had sent a video
of the compromised truck to their seniors while
alerting them. He also said the Railway officials
had informed the police that a train had passed on
the route just before the tampering was discovered.

"The time interval of the tampering being
discovered and the passing of the train was too less
and it was not possible to remove the clips and
plates in such a short time. We checked the mobile
phones of the trio and found videos of tampered
tracks shot at different intervals starting from 2:56
am to 4:57 am. Mistry had also deleted photos he
had taken," SP Joysar said.The timings of the
photos and videos shot were taken before the
accused informed the officials about the incident
around 5:30 am, the SP said, adding that the police
became suspicious over the time interval.The
three trackmen confessed to the crime after intense
questioning and explained that they did such an act
to ensure they would be felicitated and be
deployed on night duty further, which would give
them time to spend with the family during the day.

"It was Poddar who came up with this idea because
their night duty for the monsoon was about to
come to an end," SP Joysar said.He stressed that
the accused, for each night duty session, would get
a day off the following day and wanted the process
to continue.Police had earlier said that
unidentified people removed two fish plates that
joined the ends of two rails on the railway track
and placed them on the parallel track and also
loosened some 40-50 bolts that hinged the railway
track with the concrete sleepers.

Badlapur sex abuse accused killed in
police encounter: A timeline of events

New Delhi: Akshay Shinde, the prime
accused who sexually abused two
kindergarten girls at a school in Badlapur
in Maharashtra's Thane district in August,
died on Monday in a retaliatory firing
after he snatched a policeman's gun and
opened fire.Shinde (23), a sweeper
employed at the school, was arrested on
August 17 for sexually abusing the two
girls, aged four and five, in a school toilet,
four days ago. The incident had triggered
widespread protests with parents and
other locals blocking railway lines at
Badlapur railway station before the police
removed them forcibly.On Monday,
Shinde was being taken from Taloja jail to
Badlapur in connection with a case of
unnatural sex filed by his former wife.
According to the police, the accused
snatched a weapon from an officer and
opened fire while he was being
transported from jail in a police vehicle.
He was critically injured in the firing and
later died in hospital.

The encounter triggered a war of words

between the Maharashtra government and
the Opposition. Here is a timeline of when
the incident unfolded to Shinde's death in
the encounter:

August 13: Two kindergarten girls were
sexually abused in a school toilet by
Shinde in Badlapur. Shinde was employed
on a contractual basis on August 1.August

16: The incident came to light when one of

the victims narrated her ordeal to her
parents.
August 17: Shinde was arrested by the
police after the incident came to light.
August 20: 'Rail roko' protest at Badlapur

suspended.August 22: The Bombay High
Court took note of the case, questioning
why no action was taken against the
school.August 22: SIT begins a probe into
the case.

railway station with hundreds of August23: SIT adds Pocso sections against

protesters blocking railway tracks
hindering train operations. Police later
removed the protesters from the
site.August 20: The ruling Mahayuti
alliance suspended policeman who
refused to initially file an FIR in the
sexual abuse case. Later, three police
officers were also suspended.August 20:
The Maharashtra government forms a
Special Investigation Team (SIT) to probe
the Badlapur incident.August 20: People
call for bandh. Parents and others protest
and vandalise the school where the two
girls were sexually abused. They later
protested at the Badlapur railway station
for over 10 hours, demanding that the
accused be hanged in public.

August 21: The principal and two staffers
working at Badlapur school were

the school principal, secretary and
chairman for not reporting the
crime.September 3: The Bombay High
Court urged the Maharashtra government
to sensitise boys to be able to build a safe
environment for girls to grow in society. It
made the judgment while hearing a plea in
the Badlapur sexual assault case.

September 16: SIT filed its first chargesheet
in the case, based on the complaint of one
of the girls.September 19: SIT filed its
second chargesheet in the case, based on
the second girl's complaint.September 23:
Shinde allegedly snatched a policeman's
gun and started firing. He is killed by a
police officer while being taken to Thane
by a Crime Branch SIT in a police vehicle
to probe another sexual assault case filed
by his former wife.




INTERNATIONAL

News box

California passes law to
ban smartphones in

schools hy 2026

Sacramento California Governor Gavin
Newsom signed into law on Monday a bill
that requires schools to limit or ban the use
of smartphones, amid a growing consensus
that excess usage can increase the risk of
mental illness and impair learning.

Thirteen other states this year have banned or
restricted cellphones in school or
recommended local educators do so, after
Florida led the way by banning phones in
class in 2023, according to Education
Week.California, with nearly 5.9 million
public school students, has followed the lead
of its own Los Angeles County, whose
school board banned smartphones for its
429,000 students in June.That same month
US Surgeon General Vivek Murthy called
for a warning label, on social media
platforms, akin to those on cigarette
packages, likening the problem to a mental
health emergency.

Murthy cited a study, in the medical journal
JAMA showing adolescents who spend
more than three hours a day on social media
may be at heightened risk of mental illness,
while referring to a Gallup poll, showing the
average teen spends 4.8 hours per day on
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Donald Trump Says He Won't Seek Reelection if
He Loses In 2024 US Presidential Election

w-1he 78-year-old former president
is pitched in a tight race with
Democratic presidential candidate
Vice President Kamala Harris.
Trump would be 82 by the time of
the next elections in 2028.

World Former US president Donald Trump

has ruled out running for the White House in
2028 if he loses his presidential bid in
November this year. “No, I don’t. No, I don’t.
I think that that will be, that will be it. I don’t
see that at all. I think that hopefully we’re
gonna be successful,” Trump told host
Sharyl Attkisson in an interview over the
weekend. Trump is running for presidential
elections for the third consecutive term this
time. He won the firsttime in 2016 and lost in

President Kamala Harris.
Trump would be 82 by the time
of the next elections in 2028.
The presidential elections in the
US will take place on November
5. When asked what keeps him
healthy, Trump said he plays
golf and tries to eat
properly.“Well, T used to play
golf a little bit. That gave me, so
1 don’t know, but it seems to be
quite a dangerous sport in
retrospect. I try and eat properly.
I try. I do the best,” the
Republican presidential
candidate said.“I like perhaps
all the wrong food. But then I
say 'Does anybody know what
the right food is?"" he asked. "I have people
lecturing me for years, 'Oh don’t eat this,
don’t eat that'. They’re gone, they have
passed away long ago,” Trump said. During
the interview, Trump stressed that he does
not get credit for the fight against COVID-19.

his second attempt in 2020.The 78-year-old ‘I never got great credit on the fighting of the

former president is pitched in a tight race
with Democratic presidential candidate Vice

China virus, which is COVID. But we call it
the China virus ’cause we like to be accurate.

But if you think of what I’ve done, I took, I
took a disaster that came into our shores.
That dust flew in from China and we started
making things like the ventilators. We were
supplying the whole world with ventilators,”
he said.“Within a period of seven months, we
took auto factories and started making
ventilators and auto factories. We did the
gowns, the cost, you know, all of the

different things, all of the rubberised
products, the masks, all, everything.
And we also had to go, because our,
you know, when I took over, the
cupboards were bare. We had
nothing,” Trump said.“We had, we
were supposed to have, but we had
nothing. And in all fairness to
previous presidents, the reason is that
nobody really thought a pandemic in
this world, in this age, was possible.
You know, you remember 1917, we
had the great pandemic that people
talk about. A hundred million people
they say died,” he said.
“And basically this would’ve
happened here too. And it didn’t
happen here. I think I did a great job. I think I
will not be given credit for it. But there are a
lot of people that think I did a really fantastic
job on that. Nobody knew what it was.
Nobody knew where it came from. And
remember, we had far fewer deaths than
(incumbent President Joe) Biden. And Biden
just got the tail end. So we did a good job,”
Trump claimed.

social media.California's bill, which passed
76-0 in the state assembly and 38-1 in the
senate, requires school boards or other
governing bodies to develop a policy to limit
or prohibit student use of smartphones on
campus by July 1, 2026, and update the
policy every five years."We know that
excessive smartphone use increases anxiety,
depression, and other mental health issues -
but we have the power to intervene. This
new law will help students focus on
academics, social development, and the
world in front of them, not their screens,
when they're in school," Newsom said in a
statement.

Tsunami hits Japanese
islands after 5.9-
magnitude earthquake,
residents on alert

World A small tsunami hit Japan after an
earthquake of magnitude 5.9 hit an
unpopulated island in the Pacific Ocean on
Tuesday.According to the Japan
Meteorological Agency, a tsunami of 50 cm
(1.6 feet) entered Hachijo island, one of the
Izu islands, around 40 minutes after the
earthquake.Smaller tsunamis have been
detected on three other islands, Kozushima,
Miyakejima and Izu Oshima as well, the
weather body said.No casualties have been
reported due to the tsunami or the earthquake
so far.

The weather body has also issued a warning for
atsunami of around 1 m (3.3 feet) high for Izu
and Ogasawara islands.About 21,500 people
live on the islands in the Izu group and about
2,500 on the Ogasawara Islands, news
agency The Associated Press
reported.Meanwhile, record rains hit central
Japan's Noto region on Saturday, killing at

Pope asks for liberation of Myanmar's
detained ex-leader Aung San Suu Kyi,
offers Vatican as safe haven

Rome. Pope Francis has called for the liberation of
Myanmar's detained former leader and Nobel
laureate Aung San Suu Kyi and offered the Vatican
as a safe haven, the pontiff said in a recent
conversation with Jesuits in Asia.

"I asked for the Ms Aung San Suu Kyi's release and
received her son in Rome. I offered the Vatican to
receive her in our territory," he said in a private
conversation during a recent 12-day tour across
Southeast Asia.The 87-year old pontiff visited
Myanmar in December 2017.Suu Kyi has been
detained by the military since it overthrew her
government in a 2021 coup. Itis unclear where the
hugely popular 78-year-old is being held or if she
has been allowed any visitors.Italian daily
Corriere della Sera published the comments on
Tuesday in an article by Father Antonio Spadaro, a
Rome-based Jesuit priest who attends the
meetings and writes about them afterwards with
the pope's permission."The future of the
(Myanmar) must be peace based on respect for the
dignity and rights of all, on respect for a
democratic order that allows everyone to
contribute to the common good," Pope Francis
added.Suu Kyi, the British-educated daughter of
Myanmar independence hero Aung San, has been
jailed for a total of 27 years for crimes ranging
from treason and bribery to violations of
telecommunications and disaster management
laws, which she denies.Her supporters say the
cases were politically motivated to keep her out of
the spotlight and stifle pro-democracy forces. The
military maintains Suu Kyi was given due
process.On Tuesday, a source familiar with Suu
Kyi's previous legal cases, who declined to be
identified due to the sensitivity of the issue, said
her lawyers had no access to her to relay any
messages.

Gunman who killed 10 at Colorado
supermarket in 2021 gets life imprisonment

closing arguments on Friday.The
psychologists and psychiatrists who
testified during the trial that began last
month agreed that Alissa was diagnosed
as a schizophrenic who was profoundly
mentally ill. But that diagnosis alone
does notrender a person legally insane.

"This tragedy was born out of disease, not
choice," defense attorney Kathryn
Herold told the jury.Eyewitnesses
described Aissa as focused as he opened
fire, shooting dead at least two victims at
point-blank range after wounding them
in the opening salvo.

Sarah Chen, a pharmacist working that day,
testified during the trial that she heard
Alissa shriek with delight as he fired his

weapon as she and other workers

crouched behind a counter.Alissa did not
testify in his own defense.

Erika Mahoney, whose father Kevin was
killed in the shooting, told the court during
victim impact statements on Monday that
shortly after learning of her father's
murder she envisioned standing in court
and facing the gunman.

"I wish the young man behind the gun had
received more love in his life, because
then maybe none of this would have
happened," Mahoney said.

She recounted other high-profile shootings
that have plagued the United States in
recent decades, and told the court ahead of
Alissa's sentencing: "To me, justice is
putting an end to mass shootings in
America."

Ahmad Al Aliwi Alissa, 25,
had pleaded not quilty by
reason of insanity. The jury
instead found the Syria-born
man guilty in Boulder District
Court on 10 counts of first-
degree murder.

Denver, The man who killed 10 people in a
mass shooting at a Colorado grocery store
in 2021 was convicted on Monday of first-
degree murder and sentenced to life in
prison without the possibility of parole.

Ahmad Al Aliwi Alissa, 25, had pleaded not
guilty by reason of insanity. The jury
instead found the Syria-born man guilty in
Boulder District Court on 10 counts of
first-degree murder. Jurors also found him
guilty on dozens of counts of attempted
murder and weapons offenses.

After relatives of the victims addressed the
court, Judge Ingrid Bakke formally gave
Alissa the mandatory sentence under
Colorado law of life in prison without the
possibility of parole.Colorado Governor
Jared Polis said in a statement that "though
I know this guilty verdict won't heal the
pain so many of us feel, or bring back
those who were killed, I hope that it can

provide some peace."

Itwas never in dispute that Alissa carried out
the rampage. The case focused on his
mental state at the time of the shootings.
Under Colorado law, a person must be
found to be unable to distinguish between
right and wrong for an insanity defense to
prevail. Authorities said Alissa was armed
with a legally purchased Ruger AR-556
pistol, which resembles an AR-15
semiautomatic rifle, when he entered the
King Soopers grocery store in Boulder,
about 30 miles (50 km) northwest of
Denver, on March 22, 2021.Alissa shot
dead two people in the parking lot before
entering the store and killing eight others,
including a police officer who responded
to the shooting.

He is methodical and he is brutal," District
Attorney Michael Dougherty told jurors in

least one person and ovr seven people were
reported missing.Hourly rainfall hit record
121 mm (4.8 inches) on Saturday morning in
Wajima, while neighbouring Suzu received
84.5 mm in an hour, also an all-time high.

A massive 7.6 magnitude earthquake hit Suzu,
Wajima and surrounding areas in Japan in
January this year, killing more than 300
people.Japan is situated on the Pacific Ring
of Fire, a line of seismic faults in the Pacific
Ocean, and is one of the world’s most
earthquake and tsunami-prone countries.

'Hezbollah Has Used
You'...: Day After Deadly
Strikes, Israeli PM
Netanyahu Sends Qut
Message For Lebanese
Citizens

Source Amid the ongoing deadly conflict
between Israel and Hezbollah, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addressed the
Lebanese people, emphasizing that Israel's
military actions are not aimed at them but
specifically targeted at Hezbollah. Notably,
his remarks come in the wake of Israeli strikes
on Monday that resulted in the deaths of
nearly 500 Lebanese citizens.In his video
message shared online, Netanyahu said, "For
along time, Hezbollah has used you as human
shields. They have stored rockets in your
homes and missiles in your neighborhoods.
These weapons are aimed directly at our cities
and citizens, and to defend our people from
Hezbollah’s attacks, we must destroy these
weapons."Warning the Lebanese people,
Netanyahu further said, "Earlier today, the
military started advising you to evacuate the
danger zone. I strongly encourage you to take
this warning seriously. Don't let Hezbollah
jeopardize your safety or that of your loved
ones. Don’t allow Hezbollah to place
Lebanon in harm’s way."Deadly Israeli
AttacksLebanon's Hezbollah-led Health
Ministry reported 492 casualties as of
Monday night, including 35 children and 58
women. According to the reports, at least
1,645 people were injured, and thousands of
families had been forced to flee their homes.
According to Lebanese officials, the recent
wave of attacks marks the deadliest since the
2006 conflict between Israel and Hezbollah.
The Israeli military urged civilians in
southern and eastern Lebanon to evacuate as it
intensifies its airstrikes on Hezbollah
positions.

Russia says Ukraine's incursion into Kursk region killed 56 civilians

 Kyiv began the cross-border
attack on August 6, more than
two years after Moscow sent
tens of thousands of troops
into Ukraine, and Ukrainian
forces remain in the Kursk

region.

Moscow Atleast 56 civilians have been killed
and 266 wounded during Ukraine's seven-
week-old incursion into Russia's western
Kursk region, the Russian Foreign Ministry

said on Monday.Kyiv began the cross-
border attack on August 6, more than two
years after Moscow sent tens of thousands
of troops into Ukraine, and Ukrainian
forces remain in the Kursk region.The
Russian Foreign Ministry had earlier put
the death toll at 31 in the period to
September 5. The new toll covered the
period up to Sept. 20.It said 131,000
civilians had left the most dangerous areas
of the region but accused Ukrainian forces
ofholding some civilians against their will,
including 70-120 people in the town of
Sudzha.Asked by Reuters about the
statement, Ukrainian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Heorhiy Tykhyi said Ukraine
abides by international humanitarian law
and does not target civilians, and that it was
unable to verify the assertions."Given
Russia's long history of false numbers and

propaganda, there is simply no way of
verifying their claims. If Russia wants to
show the real situation on the ground it can
grant such access to the UN and ICRC," he
said.Reuters was unable to immediately
verify battlefield reports from either side.
Both sides have denied targeting civilians
and making false claims for propaganda

purposes during the 31-month-old conflict.

The Kremlin has previously made clear it

regards Ukraine's invitation to the United
Nations and International Committee of the
Red Cross to the Kursk region as
"provocative", and that Moscow expects
the UN and ICRC not to accept the
invitation.

Kyiv has said its incursion, the biggest

foreign attack on Russia since World War
Two, is intended partly to prevent Russian
forces in the area launching their own
incursion across the border into
Ukraine.Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy said earlier this month that his
forces controlled 100 settlements in Kursk
region over an area of more than 1,300 sq km
(500 sq miles). Russian sources disputed
this figure and Russia says it has since taken
back some villages in a counter-attack.

What to know about the growing conflict between Israel and Lebanon's Hezbollah

CAIRO. The past week has seen a rapid

escalation in the nearly yearlong conflict
between Israel and Lebanon’s Hezbollah.
First came two days of exploding pagers and
walkie-talkies used by Hezbollah in deadly
attacks pinned on Israel that also maimed
civilians across Lebanon.Hezbollah’s leader
vowed to retaliate, and on Friday the militant
group launched a wave of rockets into
northern Israel. Later in the day, the
commander of Hezbollah’s most elite unit
was killed in a strike in Beirut that killed
dozens more people.The cross-border
attacks ramped up early Sunday, with
Hezbollah, an Iranian-backed Shiite group
that is Lebanon’s most powerful armed force,
launching more than 100 rockets deeper into
northern Israel, with some landing near the
city of Haifa. Israel launched hundreds of
strikes on Lebanon.Then, on Monday, Israel
launched a series of strikes that killed more
than 490 Lebanese, the deadliest attack since
the 2006 Israel-Hezbollah war. Israel warned
residents in southern and eastern Lebanon to
leave their homes ahead of a spreading air
campaign against Hezbollah.Many fear the
escalating violence could lead to an all-out
war between Israel and Hezbollah, which
would further destabilise a region already
shaken by the fighting in Gaza. Both sides
have said they don't want that to happen,

even as they have defiantly warned of
heavier attacks.Israel and Hezbollah have
launched repeated strikes against each other
since the Gaza war began, but both sides
have pulled back when the spiral of reprisals
appeared on the verge of getting out of
control, under heavy pressure from the U.S.
and its allies. But in recent weeks, Israeli
leaders have warned of a possible bigger
military operation to stop attacks from
Lebanon to allow hundreds of thousands of
Israelis displaced by the fighting to return to
homes near the border.

Here are some things to know about the

situation:

More than 1,600 Lebanese were injured in

Monday's deadly strikes and thousands more
fled southern Lebanon. Israel said it was
targeting Hezbollah weapons sites, and had
hit some 1,600 targets. Lebanon's health
minister said hospitals, medical centres and
ambulances had been struck.

The Israeli military warned residents to

immediately leave areas where Hezbollah is
storing weapons. The Lebanese media said
the evacuation warning was repeated in text
messages.Hezbollah said it had fired dozens
of rockets toward Israel, including at military
bases, and officials said a series of air-raid
sirens were ringing out in northern Israel
warning of rocket attacks.On Friday, an

Israeli airstrike brought down a high-rise
building in Beirut’s southern suburbs, killing
Ibrahim Akil, the commander of Hezbollah’s
elite Radwan unit, and other top unit leaders.
Israel said Akil led the group’s campaign of
rocket, drone and other fire into northern
Israel. At least 45 people were killed in that
attack and more than 60 were wounded.

That strike came after the shock of the

electronic device bombings, in which
thousands of pagers and walkie-talkies used
by Hezbollah detonated on Tuesday and
Wednesday. At least 37 people were killed,
including two children, and around 3,000
were wounded. Israel has neither confirmed
nor denied its involvement.Analysts say that
attack had little effect on Hezbollah’s
manpower, but could disrupt its
communications and force it to take tighter
security measures.

Whatis the situation on the border?
The Israel-Lebanon border has seen almost

daily exchanges since the Isracl-Hamas war
began on Oct. 7. Before Monday, the
exchanges had killed around 600 people in
Lebanon —mostly fighters but also about 100
civilians and about 50 soldiers and civilians
in Israel. It has also forced hundreds of
thousands of people to evacuate homes near
the border in both Israel and Lebanon.

Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah promised

to retaliate for the electronic device
bombings. But Hezbollah also has proved
wary of further stoking the crisis. The group
faces a difficult balance of stretching the
rules of engagement by hitting deeper into
Israel in response to its brazen attacks, while
at the same time trying to avoid the kind of
large scale attacks on civilian areas that can
trigger a full-scale war that it could be
blamed for.Hezbollah says its attacks against
Israel are in support of Hamas. Last week,
Nasrallah said the barrages won’t end and
Israelis won’t be able to return to homes in
the north until Israel’s campaign in Gaza
ends.

Whatis Israel planning?
Israeli officials say they haven’t yet made an

official decision to expand military
operations against Hezbollah and haven’t
said publicly what those operations might be.
Last week, though, the head of Israel’s
Northern Command was quoted in local
media as advocating for a ground invasion of
Lebanon.Meanwhile, as fighting in Gaza has
slowed, Israel has increased its forces along
the Lebanese border, including the arrival of
apowerful army division believed to include
thousands of troops.Israeli Defense Minister
Yoav Gallant last week declared the start of a
“new phase” of the war as Israel turns its
focus toward Hezbollah..
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England captain Heather
Knight handed
suspended fine over

2012 racist photo

New Delhi, England women's cricket captain
Heather Knight has received a reprimand
and a suspended fine of 1,000 pounds after
admitting to a charge related to a 2012 social
media post, according to England's Cricket
Regulator on Monday.

The post in question featured Knight in
blackface at a fancy dress party held at a
cricket club in Kent. The image in question
had recently resurfaced on social media and
was considered offensive and a violation of
the ECB's directive 3.3, which covers "acts
or omissions prejudicial to the interests of
cricket or likely to bring cricket or cricketers
into disrepute."Despite the breach, the
Cricket Discipline Commission (CDC)
clarified that Knight's actions were without
"racist or discriminatory intent.""The
independent Cricket Discipline
Commission (CDC) has issued its sanctions

decision in relation to Heather Knight after
she was charged over a non-recent
photograph which appeared on social
media.""Ms Knight admitted a breach of
ECB Directive 3.3 which stated at the time
of the offence in 2012*: “No such person
may conduct himself in a manner or do any
act or omission which may be prejudicial to
the interests of cricket or which may bring
the game of cricket or any Cricketer or group
of Cricketers into disrepute.” read the
statement from the CDC.

What did Knight say about fine?

At the time of the incident, Heather Knight
was 21 years old and has since apologised,
acknowledging her naivety. She emphasised
that there was no malicious intent behind her
actions and expressed regret for any offense
caused.“I'm truly sorry for the mistake I
made in 2012. It was wrong, and I have long
regretted it. Back then, I simply was not as
educated as to the implications and
consequences of my actions as I have
become since. There was no ill-intent meant.
WhilstI can’t change the past.

Vishy's children are all grown
up: Garry Kasparov praises
India's Olympiad win

New Delhi. Chess legend Garry Kasparov
heaped praise on the Indian contingent after
their historic double gold at the 2024 Chess
Olympiad. India made history in Budapest
on Sunday, September 22, by winning gold
in both the men's and women's events at the
Chess Olympiad. Following the men's team's
groundbreaking triumph, the women's team,
consisting of Harika Dronavalli, Vaishali
Rameshbabu, Divya Deshmukh, Vantika
Agrawal, Tania Sachdev, and Abhijit Kunte,
secured gold, marking a historic double
victory for India.In the final round, India
ominated Azerbaijan with a 3.5-0.5 win.
Harika, Divya, and Vantika secured victories
in their respective matches, while Vaishali
held a draw. Despite this emphatic result,
India’s gold in the women’s open section was
not guaranteed. Their title hopes hinged on
the USA holding Kazakhstan.

India were crowned champions when the USA

managed to secure a 2-2 draw against
Kazakhstan on Sunday. Had Kazakhstan
won, the competition would have gone to tie-
breaks. Earlier, key victories from D Gukesh
and Arjun Erigaisi propelled India to their
first-ever Chess Olympiad title on Sunday,
September 22. Competing in Budapest, India
triumphed over Slovenia in the final round,
surpassing China to claim the title in the open
section.Taking to X, Kasparov praised the
Indian contingent for their win. The chess
legend claimed that "Vishy's children' had all
grown up and the game is coming home."A
very impressive double gold achievement by
India. "Vishy's children" are all grown up
and chess is coming home! Two American
flags on the podiums as well, worthy of note.
Add Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, with no
European flags," said
Kasparov. Viswanathan Anand was happy to
see the Indian contingent's performance and
also claimed that Gukesh is a contender to
win the World Championship title against
Ding Liren.

City salvaged a last-minute equalizer

Thought Ding would sit out, wanted to give Pragg, Gukesh a

rest and asked them to mu

«India captain Srinath explains
behind-the-scenes ups and

downs at the chess Olympiad

SHARJAH. South Africa denied
Afghanistan a series sweep with a seven-
wicket win in the third and final cricket
ODI on Sunday.

Aiden Markram's unbeaten 69 led South
Africa to 170-3 with 17 overs to spare in
the one-day international after
Afghanistan collapsed for the first time in
the series and was bowled out for 169 in 34
OVers.

Afghanistan won the series 2-1.

An inexperienced South Africa was
dismissed for 106 and 134 in the first two
games, but Markram paced the chase well
on yet another slow wicket at Sharjah
Cricket Stadium with a gritty 67-ball
innings."Feeling very happy with the
series win," Afghanistan captain
Hashmatullah Shahidi said. "I would be
more happy if we would have won this
match." He called the three runouts of his
team's batters "a big reason why we didn't

finish on top."Afghanistan
was missing its ace leg-
spinner Rashid Khan because
ofahamstring injury.

Earlier, Rahmanullah Gurbaz,
who made a century in the
last game, held the innings
together by contributing 89
runs in 94 balls after
Afghanistan chose to bat
first. But none of the other top
eight Afghan batters could
score more than 10 with three
of them run out.No. 9 batter | &
AM Ghazanfar made a | |
whirlwind 31 not out off 15
but South Africa always
looked in control through the
disciplined bowling of Lungi Ngidi,
Ngabayomzi Peter and Andile
Phehlukwayo, who all picked up two
wickets each.South Africa finally got used
to the conditions in the United Arab
Emirates as their pace bowlers Ngidi and
Phehlukwayo were well supported by
some superb fielding. Ngidi tested the
batters upfront through his cutters and
slow balls and pinned debutant opener
Abdul Malik leg before wicket inside the
power play.Ngidi then had Rahmat Shah

run out when Gurbaz's drive clipped his
fingers in the follow through and hit the
stumps at the non-striker's end. Shahidi
was run out while going for a second run
and Ikram Alikhil met a similar fate when
he went too far down the wicket before
Gurbaz sent him back as Afghanistan
slipped to 113-5 in the 22nd over.South
Africa should have dismissed Mohammad
Nabi on 5 but captain Temba Bavuma
didn't go for the television referral against
Bjorn Fortuin's arm ball before the spinner

Chess Olympiad: Susan Polgar meets
'amazing Chess Mom' after India's double

w-At the 2024 Chess Olympiad in Hungary,

chess legend Susan Polgar had the
opportunity to meet and greet
Nagalakshmi, the mother of Indian chess
stars Praggnanandhaa and Vaishali.
Polgar expressed her excitement at
meeting the 'amazing chess mom' and
posed for a memorable photograph with

the family.

Budapest. Legendary chess player Susan

Polgar met and greeted Nagalakshmi, the
mother of Indian chess prodigies
Praggnanandhaa and Vaishali, during the
Chess Olympiad in Hungary. The former
world champion expressed her excitement at
meeting Nagalakshmi, referring to her as an
'Amazing Chess Mom' and commending her
for the unwavering support she has provided
in shaping the careers of her two children.

Polgar's meeting with Nagalakshmi took place

on the sidelines of the recently-concluded
Chess Olympiad. India made history by

winning gold medals in both the Open and
Women'’s sections in Budapest, the home of

the renowned Polgar sisters.
Praggnanandhaa played a crucial role in the
men's team's commanding performance,
while Vaishali was instrumental in helping
the women's team secure its first-ever gold
medal at the Olympiad.

"I had to meet this amazing Chess Mom, who

devoted her life to raising two super Chess
Stars!" Polgar wrote, sharing photos with
Nagalakshmi, Praggnanandhaa, and
Vaishali. The brother-sister duo from
Chennai has been making waves in the chess
world, becoming the first siblings to both
achieve Grandmaster titles and qualify for
the Candidates Tournament.

Nagalakshmi has been ensuring that her

children maintain a healthy lifestyle,
providing them with homemade food and

encouraging them to stay focused
on their game. Both
Praggnanandhaa and Vaishali
have spoken at length about their
mother's support in helping them
adjust to tough conditions,
especially in overseas
tournaments. The chess stars'
father, Rameshbabu, works as a
branch manager at a bank in
Chennai.Also Read: India's
dominant Chess Olympiad win
reminds Viswanathan Anand of
Soviet teams

In Hungary, Indian chess stars grabbed the

spotlight over the weekend after their
unprecedented success in the Olympiad.
Susan Polgar had shared a video of the chess
players celebrating like Indian men's
cricketer team captain, Rohit Sharma,
during the trophy presentation ceremony. As
expected, the clip went viral.

The men's team, led by Grandmasters D

Gukesh, Arjun Erigaisi, and R
Praggnanandhaa, secured the top spot with a
dominant 3.5-0.5 victory over Slovenia in
the final round, finishing with 21 points. The
women's team, featuring D Harika, R
Vaishali, Divya Deshmukh, and Vantika
Agrawal, also won 3.5-0.5 against
Azerbaijan, claiming the gold with 19
points.

Manchester City's Rodri set to miss rest of season with ACL tear: Reports

New Delhi. Manchester City midfielder Rodri

is expected to miss the remainder of the
season after tests on Monday indicated he
suffered an anterior cruciate ligament
(ACL) tear in his right knee during
Sunday's 2-2 draw with Arsenal,
according to a report from ESPN.
Further tests are planned, but the signs
point toward a serious injury, with
Rodri likely to undergo surgery in
Barcelona. This means that Rodri
could be out of action for up to 9
months.

through John Stones to secure the
draw at the Etihad Stadium, keeping
them at the top of the Premier League
table with 13 points from five games.
However, the biggest low point for
them was when Rodri had to be taken off the
field after sustaining an injury to his right leg
during a corner sequence for the defending
Premier League champions. The Spanish
midfielder would immediately go down
early in the first half, clutching his leg and in
visible distress.Rodri would then have to be

taken away from the field with the help of the
City medical staff and was replaced by
Mateo Kovacic. Rodri, who was named the

player of the tournament at Euro 2024 after
helping Spain to victory, is amongst the
frontrunners for the Ballon d'Or.The 28-
year-old had recently voiced concerns about
player workloads, hinting that players were
"close" to striking. Rodri played 63 matches
for club and country last season, with his
campaign extending until the Euro 2024

final on July 14."I think we are close to that;
itis easy to understand. I think it's something
general. I think if you ask any player, he will
say the same -- it is not the opinion of
Rodri or whatever. I think it's the
general opinion of the players. And
if it keeps this way, there will be a
moment where we have no other
option, I really think, but let's see. I
don't know what's going to happen,
but it's something that worries us
because we are the guys that suffer."
Rodri's injury a serious setback for
City
Rodri's injury is a major setback for
City as they pursue their fifth
consecutive Premier League title.
Guardiola's side are yet to face the
likes of Liverpool, Tottenham Hotspur and
Manchester United this season and the
midfielder will certainly leave a big void for
the defending champions.City will be facing
Watford in the 3rd round of the Carabao Cup
on September 24, Tuesday, before taking on
Newcastle United in the Premier League on
Saturday, September 28.

te notiﬁctions: he nside story

had Nabi caught behind in his
next over.Gurbaz tried to
accelerate in search of his
second successive century
before he holed out to Reeza
Hendricks at extra cover but
Ghazanfar's late flurry
ensured Afghanistan crossed
the 160-run mark.Bavuma
(22) and Tony de Zorzi (26)
provided South Africa with a
solid start of 40 and controlled
the power play before
Bavuma was undone by off-
spinner Ghazanfar and clean
bowled.

De Zorzi was twice dropped off
Nabi's successive deliveries
before Nabi had him trapped lbw and
Hendricks' run of poor form continued
when he mistimed a pull shot and was
caughtafter scoring 18.

Markram and Tristan Stubbs controlled the
chase with their match-winning 90-run
stand with Stubbs 26 not out.

"We were quite clinical with the bat,"
Bavuma said. "In terms of series, not what
we planned for, (but) the guys will take a
lot of experience and learning from it."

R Ashwin responds to

Bumrah's 'fittest' remark after

after social media storm

New Delhi. Off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin

downplayed the discussion surrounding
Jasprit Bumrah's 'fittest cricketer' comment,
which sparked debate among fans on social
media. Ashwin mentioned that it's
unreasonable to ask a cricketer a question and
then expect his response to please everyone.
The veteran also called Bumrah the
'Kohinoor' of Indian cricket, praising him as
one of the standout fast bowlers of the modern
era.Jasprit Bumrah's reply to 'India's fittest
cricketer' question at a promotional event led
to debates on social media. Some fans
disagreed with Bumrah and even suggested
he should have taken Virat Kohli's name. A
section of them even targeted Bumrah for not
naming Kohli in his reply.

Ashwin, however, highlighted the workload

concerns for Jasprit Bumrah and said it has

been remarkable to see the fast bowler
recover from his long-standing back injury
concerns and return to his best, consistently
clocking speeds of 145 kph and above.
Ashwin likened a fast bowler to a 'tipper
lorry', highlighting the wear and tear they go
through, especially when bowling in hot and
humid conditions. Why do you want to make
this thing big? Jasprit Burmrah is a fast
bowler who clocks 145 kph in the scorching
heat, slogs so hard. He is the crowned jewel of
Indian cricket. Bumrah is India's Kohinoor
diamond. Let Jasprit Bumrah say whatever he
wants to, just accept it," Ashwin said in his
Hindi YouTube show."Tell me one thing: Has
any fast bowler after Kapil Dev become as
big? Bumrah comes and wins you matches.
Also, you asked Jasprit Bumrah the question,
and then you also only wanted to answer it.
You are saying, 'T am not satisfied with your
answer'. How is this fair?"

'AFASTBOWLER ISATIPPER LORRY'
Ashwin acknowledged that Virat Kohli is

among the fittest cricketers going around and
highlighted that it's not even fair to compare a
fastbowler and a batter.

It | were Vinesh Phogat, | would apologise for
Olympic disqualification: Yogeshwar

New Delhi Olympic medalist Yogeshwar Dutt

criticised Vinesh Phogat, stating that the
wrestler did not take responsibility after the
Paris Olympics, instead blaming others for
her disqualification. Yogeshwar, who won a
bronze medal at the London Olympics, said
that if he had been disqualified, he would
have apologised to the entire nation. He
expressed disappointment with how Vinesh
handled the highly-publicised ordeal.

Speaking at the Panchayat AajTak Haryana

2024 event, Yogeshwar said he was surprised
when Vinesh started spreading conspiracy
theories about her Olympic disqualification.
He even claimed that Vinesh went as far as
blaming Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
the incident."She was disqualified from the
Olympic Games, she should have apologised

disqualification was the right call. They
disqualify athletes even if the weight is
more by a gram," Yogeshwar
said.Yogeshwar's comments came just
days after Vinesh made serious
allegations against the Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) and its president, PT
Usha. Phogat criticised the IOA for not
providing adequate legal support during
her appeal to the Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS) for a joint silver medal.
Despite her efforts, the CAS ruled against
her.Vinesh argued that the Government of
India and the IOA should have taken a
more proactive role in filing and
supporting her case, instead of joining the
process only after she had initiated it on her
own.

in front of the entire nation, saying that she FALSE PERCEPTION WAS CREATED:

made mistakes. But instead, she termed it a

VINESH

conspiracy, even blaming the Prime Minister Yogeshwar accused Vinesh Phogat of even

of the country. Everyone knows that the

manipulating wrestlers during the much-

[

publicised wrestlers' protest against former
Wrestlng Federation of India officials,
including Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh.

"She created a wrong atmosphere in the

country. Even during the protests, people
were asked to gather in the wrong way.

"If we speak just about the Olympics, despite

costing India a medal, a false perception was

created that something wrong happened
to her. If I was in Vinesh's place, I
would've apologised to the country," he
added.Vinesh was disqualified for being
100 grams overweight during the weigh-
in on the day of her final. Vinesh made a
sensational run to the final of the women's
50 kg category at the Paris Olympics and
was on the cusp of glory before the
disqualification.Senior lawyer Harish
Salve, who represented Phogat in the
CAS hearing, countered some of her
allegations by stating that there was a lack
of coordination between the different
legal teams involved, and that Phogat
herself chose not to pursue further legal
action after the CAS verdict.Following her
disqualification and the rejection of her
appeal, Phogat announced her retirement
from wrestling and has since entered
politics, joining the Indian National
Congress.
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® Natasa Stankovic 'Likes' Aly Goni's
Cozy Photo With Jasmin Bhasin After

da

Blends Comfort And Style In
‘_C!zwlite Tee Look

¥

film industry. Apart from her outstanding
performances, Sapthami is also known for her active
social media presence. The actress always keeps her fans {
updated on both her personal and professional lives. In her
recent visit to the Yosemite National Park, Sapthami \
Gowda grabbed her fans’ attention, not just with the

: ; apthami Gowda is one of the most popular names in the

stunning backdrop but also with her effortlessly stylish ‘ 41 X

look. The young actress, known for her roles in Kannada
cinema, took to Instagram to share moments from her !
trip, showcasing her fashion sense that perfectly blends
comfort with style.

Sapthami Gowda pulled off a simple yet elegant white t-
shirt, a go-to choice for a day out in nature. Her
minimalistic approach to dressing was enhanced by her
choice of accessories like a subtle yet stylish necklace
and a classic ring that added just the right amount of
sparkle without dominating her natural beauty.Her
hair was left loose in natural waves, framing her face
beautifully as she basked in the golden-hour sunlight,
which highlighted her features. The actress opted for
a light makeup look, flexing her clear skin and bright
smile. Her photos went viral in no time, while fans
showered compliments in the comment section.

Sapthami Gowda works primarily in Kannada cinema.
She made her acting debut in 2020 with the film
Popcorn Monkey Tiger, directed by Duniya Suri. The
film was produced by KM Sudhir and serves as a
sequel to the 2015 film Kendasampige. The film
features Dhananjaya, Amrutha Iyengar, Nivedhitha,
Sapthami Gowda, Sparsha Rekha and Prashanth Siddi
inpivotal roles. The actress got the limelight for herrole
of Leela in Kantara, directed by Rishab Shetty, in 2022.
She is a recipient of a Filmfare Award South and two
SIIMA Awards.

i

pure beauty.”

pthami /™

Gowda|

Pragya Jaiswal was recently seen in the
comedy-drama film Khel Khel Mein.
Directed by Mudassar Aziz, the film also
eatured Akshay Kumar, Taapsee Pannu, Vaani Kapoor, Fardeen Khan, Ammy Virk and Aditya Seal in the lead
gles.Khel Khel Mein, despite getting positive reviews from critics and fans, didn’t perform well at the box office.
ilm is an official Hindi remake of the 2016 Italian flick Perfetti Sconosciuti (Perfect Strangers).Pragya is a
\ llar name in the South film industry and has appeared in several films like Virattu, Kanche, Akhanda and many

Pragya Jaiswal

Glammed Up Black Bodysuit Look Will
Drive Your Monday Blues Away

Pragya Jaiswal is a true blue fashionista and you can’t deny it. When it comes to making a bold fashion
statement, the diva doesn’t hold back and effortlessly showcases her captivating style with sheer elegance.
Once again, the actress set the internet ablaze with her stunning look in an all-black bold outfit that she opted
for a recent photoshoot. She dolled up in a stunning one-piece black bodysuit. Needless to say, she looked
extremely hot and sizzling. Her outfit featured full sleeves and a deep V-neckline. For the glam quotient,
Pragya opted for a dewy base with defined brows, smokey eyeshadow, mascara-coated lashes and a dark
brown lip shade that complemented her overall look. She styled her hair in a nearly drenched open look
as though she had just walked
out of the pool minutes
ago.In the photo, Pragya
Jaiswal could be seen
striking a sexy pose on top of
what seems like the handle of a
sofa set. “So far, so good,” she
wrote in the caption.
As soon as the actress dropped the
picture, the comment section was
flooded with reactions from her fans
and admirers. An Instagram user wrote,
“Looking radiant.” Another one
commented, “Koi itna khoobsurat kaise ho
sakta hai (how can someone be so
beautiful).” One of them wrote, “You are

QIO She made her Bollywood debut with the film Titoo MBA in 2014. She will reportedly be next seen in south
@PNandamuri Balakrishna’s upcoming film tentatively titled NBK109. It also stars Bobby Deol, Jagapathi Babu
ddhi Aggarwal in the leads.

ad A

Aly Goni and Jasmin Bhasin are one of the most

Her Divorce With Hardik Pandya

adorable celebrity couples and there is no doubt
about it. The two often share their love-filled
pictures online and leave their fans in complete awe.
On Monday too, Aly took to his Instagram handle
and dropped a romantic picture with his ladylove
Jasmin. In the photo, they were all smiles as Jasmin
rested her head on Aly’s shoulder as he took a mirror
selfie.However, what grabbed everyone’s attention
was something else. Soon after the photo was shared
online, netizens noticed that among others, Natasa
Stankovic also liked it. Before Jasmin, Aly was in a
romantic relationship with Natasa Stankovic. They
even appeared together on the 9th season of Nach
Baliye but broke up soon after the show ended.

Interestingly, this comes days after Aly Goni dropped a

big hint about his breakup with Natasa. He appeared
on Bharti Singh and Haarsh Limbachiyaa’s podcast
when he talked about his past relationship. Even
though the actor did not name Natasa, he mentioned
that they broke up because she wanted to not live
with his family.“Jo mera isse pahle bhi relation tha,
voh bahut hi serious tha. Uska reason hi yahi tha ke
usne mujhe bola ke ‘yaar jab hum shaadi kareinge
future mein hum alag raheinge’. Voh cheez mujhe
nahi jami (My previous relationship was very
serious. The reason we broke up was that she told me
that we would live separately. I did not agree to it),”
Aly said.Goni, who is currently seen in Laughter
Chefs, further mentioned that he is a family man and
does not want to live separately. “Main apne family
ko saath leke chalunge jahab bhi jaaunga. Main
family ko alag nahi kar sakte. Main nahi chod sakta,
chahe duniya ki koi bhi taakat aa jaaye (I will take
my family along wherever I go. I cannot separate
from my family. I can’t leave them, come what
may),” he added.Meanwhile, Natasa Stankovic
recently parted ways from her cricketer husband
Hardik Pandya. The two, who tied the knot in May
2020 and renewed their wedding vows according to
the Hindu and Christian rituals in February 2023,
confirmed their separation in July 2024.

Justin Bieber And Hailey

Bieber Are Even ‘More In

Love’ Since The Arrival Of
Baby Boy: Report -

g S

Canadian singer Justin Bieber and his wife Hailey

Bieber recently became parents. They welcomed a
baby boy, Jack Blues Bieber, sometime in August.
Since the birth of their first child, the couple has
been more focused on raising their baby and
embracing their parental duties. Recently, a source
disclosed that the couple seemed “more in love” just
after a month of their baby boy’s arrival.People
quoted a source who shared that the Bieber couple
had a quiet celebration for their sixth anniversary.
Justin and Hailey got married in a courthouse
wedding in September 2018 in New York City. The
insider said, “They had a quiet wedding anniversary
celebration. They seem even more in love since the
baby arrived.” The source added that the Rhode
founder has been “feeling great” after becoming a
mother, whereas the Stay singer has been
encouraging his wife to catch up with her friends.
And keeping up with her husband’s request, Hailey
was recently spotted with her good friend Kylie
JennerinLA.

The source continued, “(Justin has) been in a happy

bubble since baby Jack was born. He wants to focus
on being a great dad and husband.” For those who
don’t know, Justin shared a post on his Instagram on
August 23 announcing the arrival of his baby boy.
He posted a picture featuring a tiny foot and a well-
manicured hand of Hailey. Captioning the post, the
singer wrote, “WELCOME HOME JACK BLUES
BIEBER.” The couple has named their first kid after
Justin’s father Jeremy Bieber, whose middle name is
Jack.

Just days after Justin and Hailey’s son’s birth, a source

disclosed to People that their baby is everything that
they ever wished for. “The pregnancy was
something that they very much wished and prayed
for.

The day they found out that Hailey was pregnant was

the best ever for Justin. He was over the moon with
excitement. It was a big celebration for them,” read
the report.Ever since the couple got married, there
were frequent rumours about their pregnancy. The
Canadian singer surprised his millions of fans when
he dropped an ethereal video from his vow renewal
ceremony on May 10.
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