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The peril of allowing
disputed mosque
SUrveys

THE dispute over the Shahi Jama Masjid in
Sambhal is the most recent instance in a spate of
petitions in courts, seeking directions to survey
existing mosques to determine temple remains.
This is part of a concerted attempt to intensify
disputes over mosques in Varanasi, Mathura and,
now, the Shahi Jama Masjid in Sambhal, which
enjoys the official status of a 'protected
monument' and has been earlier declared a
'monument of national importance.'Over the past
few years, these disputes have been escalated
with the active encouragement of politically
affiliated rightwing groups, aimed at
weaponising faith and puffing up interreligious
conflicts.After the Supreme Court delivered the
verdict in favour of the Hindu parties in the
Ayodhya case, it was widely believed that
conflicts over disputed sites would cease and
communal mobilisation would, henceforth,
abate.Contrary to this, the Ayodhya judgment
opened up the pathway for petitions demanding
access to mosques on grounds that there was a
temple beneath it. There is an expectation that
given the prevailing political climate, the courts
will respond favourably. The template is clear —
a court-mandated archaeological survey and a
judiciary which privileges the faith of the
majority in interreligious disputes.It was to
prevent such attempts to change the character of
the places of worship in the name of correcting
perceived historical wrongs that Parliament
enacted the Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991. This law essentially lays
down that the religious character of all places of
worship would remain the same as it was on
August 15, 1947, barring the Ram Janmabhoomi
in Ayodhya, and that no person shall convert any
place of worship of any religious denomination
into one of a different denomination or
section.This, however, couldn't stop proceedings
in the Gyanvapi case from taking a swift turn after
five Hindu devotees moved a Varanasi civil court,
seeking permission to offer daily prayers at the
Gyanvapi mosque, which they claimed housed
several Hindu deities.

This was followed by an order of a district curt
directing the Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) to determine if a mosque was
superimposed on a pre-existing temple. The
Anjuman Intezamia Masjid, which manages the
affairs of Gyanvapi, had argued in the apex court
that the survey of the mosque premises would
defeat the spirit of the 1991 Act. But this was set
aside. The Supreme Court allowed the right-wing
groups to proceed with the litigation. The survey
was subsequently carried out by the ASI.

Claims to the Gyanvapi mosque are a re-enactment
of the events in Ayodhya. As in the case of
Ayodhya, this dispute is not about law, nor
history, but about politics and pushing the far-
right project of Hindu supremacy, with courts
coming up with ingenious legal justifications to
circumvent the Act.The former Chief Justice of
India (CJI), DY Chandrachud, set the ball rolling
by his observation that changing the 'religious
character' of a place of worship may be prohibited
under the Act, but 'finding the nature of the
religious place' was not. This opened the way for
resurrecting dozens of historical disputes as there
was nothing barring courts from trying to
ascertain the 'religious character' of a particular
place of worship.In line with this approach, the
Supreme Court refused to stay the Allahabad
High Court's order allowing a survey to be
conducted at the Shahi Idgah mosque in Mathura
to examine whether it was built on a temple.Not
only can this train of events be used to alter the
character of the place of worship, but it also
allows the right-wing to rake up issues around
disputed sites of worship nationally and dredge
up religious sentiments locally to keep the
communal pot boiling. The mosque management
committees in Varanasi and Mathura cases
challenged the survey exercises based on the
Places of Worship (Special Provisions) .

Why women vote matters, not mandir-masjid
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THE landslide nature of the victory of the BJP-led
NDA in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls captured so much
attention that pundits virtually forgot a historical
milestone. For the first time ever since the Lok
Sabha elections were held in 1952, the female voter
turnout surpassed the male turnout. So focused was
everyone on the ‘Balakot’ effect that not much
attention was paid to tens of millions of women who
thanked the then ruling party for toilets, gas
cylinders, pucca houses, electricity connections, Jan
Dhan accounts and Mudra loans by voting in droves
for the BJP. How do you think the BJP vote share
jumped from about 31 per cent in 2014 to almost 38
per cent in 20197Interestingly, the gap between
male and female voter turnout dropped from 4.5 per
centin2009 to 1.5 per centin 2014. And the
BJP became the first party in 30 years to |
win a Lok Sabha majority. Even more =
interesting: the female voter turnout
dropped significantly in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections as compared to 2019. And
the BJP lost its majority. The message is
stark: even misogynist politicians can no

the female voter to make a decisive
difference in elections.Mandal and mandir
are considered to be turning points in the
Indian electoral history, having
irreversibly changed politics and elections
in India. The growing role and power ofthe .-
female voter, too, can be described as a
historical turning point in Indian politics.
Gradually, yet irreversibly, the female
voter is no longer willing to follow the
diktats of a panchayat or a patriarch on whom and
which party to vote for. She may not be as noisily
aggressive as the female voter in the United States,
butis still quietly enjoying her own agency.

For decades, savvy marketing professionals have
realised that it is the woman who can make her
family choose your brand. Savvy politicians, too,
are now realising and recognising this reality. Caste,
ethnic and religious identity do matter even today.
But the female voter is demolishing these silos. A
CSDS (Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies) survey of the Maharashtra Assembly
elections found that close to a quarter of Muslim
women have voted for the Mahayuti. Another
CVoter post-poll survey of Jharkhand has revealed
that a large proportion of the upper-caste women

have voted for the “tribal” party, the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM).It is not just the Lok Sabha
elections whose outcomes now depend on what
women think and how they decide to vote. They,
perhaps, play an even bigger role in determining the
outcome of the Assembly elections in the states. And
they do snub and reject the BJP if they are convinced
that there is a better alternative. When the Assembly
elections were held in Haryana in October, Congress
candidate and champion wrestler Vinesh Phogat
became a symbol of the resurgence of the Congress
in the state. The outcome seemed a foregone
conclusion, with almost everyone expecting a
Congress sweep.

Unfortunately for the Congress, the ‘silent’ female
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voter had other ideas. She seemed to have prioritised
her satisfaction with the incumbent on important
issues than get swayed by the Jat machismo. In the
end, the BJP won 48 seats while the Congress had to
be content with just 37 in a House of 90.

But the real impact and power of the female voter

reverberated when the Assembly elections were
held in Jharkhand and Maharashtra. In both states,
analysts talked about strong anti-incumbency and
anger at food inflation that eroded household
budgets. Other analysts argued that the ruling
incumbents in both states had played a trump card
by implementing direct cash transfer schemes for
women. It was the Ladki Bahin scheme in
Mabharashtra and the Maiya Samman Yojana in
Jharkhand. In the end, these female welfare and

Charisma vs crisis

empowerment-oriented cash transfer schemes
played a decisive role. What many analysts forget is
that ‘bribing” voters has been a factor in Indian
elections since long. These were mostly confined to
cash and liquor to males who would then ‘decide’
which way the family voted. Bypassing males and
directly helping females is a relatively new
phenomenon and is clearly paying rich dividends.

There is another factor that is being missed by most

analysts while arguing about the growing power of

the female vote. Almost all of it seems confined to

just the impact of direct cash transfers. It is almost as

if the female voter is concerned only with the cash in

her bank account when she decides whom to vote

for. That she is not concerned about other issues that
would engage a male voter. At best, such an
analysis is deeply patriarchal. Women have
agency. They think independently. And while
they do prioritise money in the bank (who
doesn’t), they also think about other
issues.Once again, Jharkhand and Maharashtra
provided telling examples. CVoter surveys in
Jharkhand had been repeatedly showing that
the arrest of Chief Minister Hemant Soren by
the ED had backfired politically. Many local
voters considered it to be an assault on their
identity and pride. This added a multiplier
effect to the Maiya Samman Yojana and the
JMM-led alliance romped home.

Add to this the Kalpana Soren factor. Kalpana
went out of her way to campaign for her
husband Hemant Soren when he was in jail. A
simple housewife, when asked to fill the
vacuum of leadership in her party not only rose

to that occasion but also became the most potent and
lethal campaigner in the moment of crisis. Yes, India
remains a patriarchal society. The representation of
women in the Lok Sabha and Assemblies is still
abysmal. But while they are still to get elected in
large numbers, they now decide who gets
elected.Ten years back, they became one of the
deciding factors of the election mandates. After the
current round of elections, they have arrived as the
dictating factor of the mandate. Now just wait for the
33 per cent reservation to become reality, and the
politics of India will be forced to go beyond the
realms of Mandal and kamandal. It is not a question
of ‘if” anymore but just a question of ‘when’ that will
happen. Well, that ‘when’ actually happened
yesterday.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s landslide victory in Wayanad, with a margin of over 4.1 lakh votes, marks a significant moment in her political career and for the
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Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s landslide victory in
Wayanad, with a margin of over 4.1 lakh
votes, marks a significant moment in her
political career and for the Congress party.
Her win, alongside her mother Sonia Gandhi
and brother Rahul Gandhi holding positions
in Parliament, consolidates the Gandhi
family’s influence in politics. It underscores
the party’s reliance on dynastic leadership.
Priyanka’s charismatic presence and oratory
skills are seen as valuable assets for the
Congress, especially as her brother continues
to face criticism over his leadership. Her
ability to emotionally engage with voters,
particularly women, during her campaign
helped secure a decisive win. Many within
the party hope her rise can inject fresh energy
and broaden the Congress appeal.

However, her elevation comes at a critical time. The

.
-3

Congress has been facing significant electoral setbacks,
having been thrashed in Maharashtra and losing ground in

Priyanka consolidates Gandhi fief

A gentleman whom | have never met wrote a letter to me last week. He is 74 and holds a post-graduate degree in arts
from Punjab. He begins his epistle by stating, “Your role in Punjab as the police chief...
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THE glacial silence in the Congress party following its
decimation in the Maharashtra Assembly polls last
week tells you why Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his BJP continue to wield power across the
country.In one word, it’s because the Congress
enables them to do so.Photos by The Tribune
photographer Mukesh Aggarwal of a Congress
Working Committee meeting in the capital on Friday
unerringly captures this unwitting state of play in the
grand old party. One photo shows the elderly
president Mallikarjun Kharge, wrapped in his
trademark muffler, obsequiously showing his
younger colleague Rahul Gandhi, also in his

trademark white T-shirt, a sheet of paper — instead of

it being the other way round.Over the last six days,
the airwaves have been full of tugs and pressures
within Maharashtra’s Mahayuti alliance on who is
going to be the next chief minister, Devendra
Fadnavis or Eknath Shinde. In contrast, the Congress
seems to have rolled over and gone back to sleep.
Some talk about Uddhav Thackeray exiting from the
MVA alliance is roiling the state, but much of the
sound and fury between the alliance constituents had
actually come before the poll results had come in —

when they argued about who would be the chief

minister of Maharashtra.Certainly, it’s a remarkable
state of affairs. The Congress and Rahul Gandhi
regularly accuse the BJP of promoting Modi to demi-
god status — a fact the PM himself acknowledged in
an interview to Newsl18 in the run-up to the Lok
Sabha election in Varanasi, when he said he “was
convinced God had sent (me), as this energy cannot
be from my biological body”” — but the fact remains

that although it continues to lose one election after
another, and Jharkhand is the exception rather than
the rule, the Congress has simply refused to look
inwards.The astonishing fact remains that the
Congress’refusal to squarely point the finger at Rahul
Gandhi’s leadership allows Modi and the BJP to
consolidate themselves in state after state. When the
BJP lost its majority in Parliament this summer, it
closely examined what happened, including why the
RSS hadn’t helped out. In the Haryana and
Maharashtra polls that followed, it ensured it learnt
from its mistakes — so it micro-managed every
Assembly seat in Haryana to pull the rug from under
the feet of an overconfident Congress and romped
home in Maharashtra with the help of schemes like
Ladki Bahin that guaranteed to put money directly
into the bank accounts of women.In sharp contrast,
the Congress has blamed the EVMs and put down its
failure to “large-scale fraud”. Instead of
acknowledging failure, like all good leaders, Rahul
led the charge in celebrating the win of his very
charismatic sister from Wayanad — all very sweet,
especially as the young lady showed up in Parliament
in a traditional Kerala kasavu sari to take her oath as
an MP in impeccably spoken Hindi.But look at it,
really. There are now three Gandhis in the house —
mother Sonia in the Rajya Sabha, children Rahul and
Priyanka in the Lok Sabha, he from the heart of Uttar
Pradesh in Raebareli, she from the stunning southern
hill district of Wayanad. Make no mistake, the family
fief has gotten even stronger. The control of the
Gandhis over the Congress has become even
tighter.The anti-dynasty argument has been long

closed in Indian politics — every political party
today, not just the Congress, is littered with the sons
and daughters of their mothers and fathers
supposedly fighting the good fight. We know the
argument by now. That the people of India are so
smart that they won’t accept you, however entitled
you are, if you don’t work hard enough for them.The
problem with the Congress is no longer dynasty. It is
the fact that the Gandhis continue to insist on a
‘mukhauta,” a man with a mask, a puppet, really,
while the Family pulls the strings from behind. With
her elevation to the Lok Sabha, Priyanka has joined
the ranks of the puppeteers. As her mother, a
remarkable woman who held the family together in
the awful aftermath of her husband’s assassination in

Haryana. These defeats highlight the party’s
diminishing relevance and raise questions
about its ability to compete against the BJP’s
organisational strength and narrative control.
The key question is: Can Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra’s ascent breathe new life into a
struggling Congress? While her victory in
Wayanad demonstrates localised success,
translating this into a national momentum will
require strategic reforms, alliances and a clear
vision for the future. It remains to be seen
whether she emerges as a transformative leader
or simply a continuation of the Congress’
dynastic politics. As she steps into the national
spotlight, Priyanka faces the daunting
challenge of revitalising her party as also
proving that the Congress can offer a viable
alternative in the political landscape.

that tragic summer of 1991 and went on to give the
Congress 10 years under the remarkable
chairmanship of Manmohan Singh, fades from public
life, her daughter has stepped up to the plate.It’s
irrelevant who the baton has been passed to, whether
Sonia’s son or daughter. Just the incredibly magnetic
presence of the newest Gandhi in the House is enough
warning that the Gandhis are no pushovers.That’s
why Priyanka matters. She may charge up the party
and shake up politics. When she speaks in Parliament,
she is sure to electrify the free-floating ions. She is
unlikely, though, to rock the boat, because it is her
brother who is steering it. This means that the Rahul-
led Congress would rather undermine the vote, both
in Maharashtra and Haryana. Or that the brother-
sister duo are okay with cracks in the INDIA bloc —
as the Trinamool Congress pleads that Parliament be
allowed to function this winter session — rather than
climb down from Rahul’s Adani-fuelled bugbear.

All this would be fine if the Congress had won a few

states — after all, everyone loves a winner. But when
it continues to lose and lose, the question why the
Gandhis are so special and cannot be challenged —
like the G23 once thought it could, to its detriment —
has still not been properly answered.Certainly, no one
will be more pleased with this development than
Modi. He knows that when he taunts the Congress for
its lack of inner-party democracy, he strikes a chord in
millions of Indians. He knows and the country knows
that the days of ‘India is Indira’ are long over, and if
the Gandhis refuse to take responsibility, the grand
old party will slowly wither and the mothballs take
over.
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Catching fast: Quick commerce is here to stay

Claim rejections have come
down to 25% till November:

EPFO

NEW DELHI. The Employee Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) has reduced the rejection of
claims to 25% till November 2024, the organisation
informed the Central Board of Trustees (CBT) in its
meeting on Saturday in New Delhi“As of 26
November 2024, the combined rejection and return
ratio was 21.59%. This includes 13.77% inadmissible
claims, and returns (deficiency in claims) stood at
7.82%. The final withdrawal claims reflect 11.92%
rejections and 13.44% return cases,” the EPFO
recently said in a post on social media platform X.In
2022-23, the combined rejection and return ratio was
34%, while in the year before, the claim rejections
had touched 35%.Claims are rejected when the
claimant is not eligible for the type of advance or
withdrawal. Claims are returned if there is any
deficiency. Returned claims can be resubmitted after
corrections.The Board appreciated the fact that
rejection ratio (excluding returns) has come down to
14% in November 2024, During the 2023-24, EPFO
settled 4.45 crore claims for an amount of Rs 1.82
lakh crore.In the current financial year, 3.83 crore
claims have already been settled for more than Rs
1.57 lakh crore, the CBT was informed. InFY25,1.15
crore claims have been settled in auto mode, whereby
requests for withdrawals for education, marriage and
medical purposes are settled automatically.

The limit for auto claims settlement faility has also been
extended to Rs 1 lakh from Rs 50,000, which has also
been extended to advances for housing, marriage and
education.

FPIs’ selling spree continues
in Nov at Rs 21,612 crore

Foreign investors pulled out Rs 21,612 crore (USD
2.56 billion) from the Indian equity market in
November, mainly due to the rising US bond yields,
strengthening dollar and expectation of a slowdown
in the domestic economy. While the sell-off
continues, the quantum of net outflow significantly
reduced compared to October, when FPIs recorded a
massive withdrawal of Rs 94,017 crore (USD 11.2
billion).With the latest pull out, Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) have experienced total net outflow
of Rs 15,019 crore in 2024 so far.Looking ahead, the
flow of foreign investments into Indian equity
markets will hinge on several key factors. These
include the policies implemented under Donald
Trump’s presidency, the prevailing inflation and
interest rate environment, and the evolving
geopolitical landscape, Himanshu Srivastava,
Associate Director Manager Research, Morningstar
Investment Research India, said.

Additionally, the third-quarter earnings performance
of Indian companies and the country’s progress on
the economic growth front will play a crucial role in
shaping investor sentiment and influencing foreign
inflows, he added.According to the data, FPIs
recorded a net outflow of Rs 21,612 crore in
November. This came following a net withdrawal of
Rs 94,017 crore in October, which was the worst
monthly outflow.However, in September, foreign
investors made a nine-month high investment of Rs
57,724 crore.Market analysts attributed the latest
outflow to the rising US bond yields, strengthening
dollar and expectation of a slowdown in the
domestic economy.Overall, November experienced
net outflow but FPIs staged a notable reversal at the
beginning of the week ended November 29, due to
decisive victory of the BJP-led Mahayuti alliance in
the Maharashtra Assembly elections. The resulting
political stability appears to have strengthened
investor confidence, Srivastava said.

Another factor that contributed to his buying activity
is the rebalancing of MSCI’s key indices, which
added few select Indian stocks in its index. Further,
a glimmer of hope for ceasefire between Israel and
Lebanon may have also positively influenced
market sentiment, particularly from a geopolitical
standpoint, he added.A perplexing feature of the
recent FPI activity is their highly erratic nature. For
instance, during November 23-25, FPIs were
buyers, however, in the next two days they again
turned massive sellers having sold equity worth Rs
16,139 crore, V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Financial Services, said.

Real estate developers’
luxury push continues even
as launches below Rs 2.5
crore slow down

NEW DELHI. After growing at a robust 52 per cent
annually since the Covid-19 pandemic, residential
launches across India’s top real estate markets fell by
2 per cent in the first three quarters of 2024 compared
to the same period in 2023.This marks the sector’s
first slowdown since the post-2020 boom, with just
one ticket size bucking the trend — luxury units priced
above Rs 2.5 crore.

The growing premiumisation of India’s residential real
estate sector amidst easing demand is also evident in
sales, which fell by 3 per cent year-on-year (y-0-y)
between April and September 2024, while the
average ticket size of units sold grew by 23 per cent,
an analysis of data from Anarock showed. In the
Delhi-NCR market, where demand for luxury
housing is especially pronounced, sales fell by 0.6
per cent while the average price of units sold surged
by 56 per cent.The first signs of a slowdown in
residential real estate mirror recent concerns around
waning urban demand across sectors, from
automobiles to consumer goods. Major developers
have announced plans to transition away from
affordable housing as they no longer see a business
opportunity in the segment. Even in the upper-end Rs
1.5-2.5 crore segment, launches fell by 15 per cent y-
o-y in the first three quarters of 2024, as against
doubling each year between 2020 and 2023.

Strong demand for luxury housing

Launches of residential units priced above Rs 2.5 crore
across the top seven cities—including the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR), Delhi-NCR,

BENGALURU. A few years ago, when the
concept of quick commerce, a business
model where goods are delivered within
10 minutes to 1 hour, started gaining
traction, venture capitalists and even a
few start-up founders raised questions on
the model and wondered whether it is
scalable, and do customers really require
10 minutes delivery.But in 2024, all
major ecommerce companies are betting
big on quick commerce as customers’
preferences have changed over years. Not
just groceries, major g-commerce players
such as Blinkit and Zepto have extended
their services in many categories and
have introduced new features. From
LEGO sets to sports, gym equipment,
yoga needs and travel bags, Zomato-
backed Blinkit delivers everything in 10
minutes.Now, Amazon India mulls
foraying into the quick commerce space
early next year with Tez. Swiggy shares
got listed on the exchanges on November
13 at around Rs 420. Swiggy said in its
draft offer documents filed with SEBI that
the assortment of non-grocery items
available on Instamart has been growing.
The category contribution to the
assortment has increased from 18.20% in

FY22 to 25.28% in June quarter of this
year. This shows non-grocery items’
growthand popularity among users.

Also, for FMCG companies, q-commerce

emerges as a fastest growing channel.
Nestle India recently said that g-
commerce is 50% of its e-commerce
business and that it is the fastest channel
of growth. Tata Consumer saw its festive
sales increase through g-commerce.

According to a Nielsen IQ Shopper Trends

2024 Report, 31% of Indian shoppers
now rely on quick commerce for their
main grocery needs, while 39% use it for
top-up purchases.Among the popular
categories, 42% of shoppers use quick
commerce for Ready-to-Eat meals, and
45% for Salty Snacks.“Like any other
sector, FMCG companies are also
experiencing significant benefits from the
rise of q-commerce, focusing heavily on
ultra-fast deliveries. This shift is being
driven by changing consumer
expectations and the need for speed in
delivery, leading to substantial growth in
e-commerce sales,” says Somdutta Singh,
angel investor, Founder and CEO of
Assiduus.Singh adds that quick
commerce enables FMCG brands to

penetrate urban micro-markets.For
instance, by utilizing local warehouses or
dark stores, companies can ensure faster
deliveries and better serve densely
populated areas.“This strategy not only
improves service speed but also allows
brands to access new customer bases that
value quick service. The immediacy of g-
commerce encourages impulse
purchases, as consumers are more likely
to buy items on a whim when they know
they can receive them almost instantly,”
she says.“This can significantly boost
average order values, particularly in
categories like snacks and personal care
products. Also, quick commerce allows
FMCG companies to reduce reliance on
traditional retail channels, streamlining
their supply chains and potentially
increasing profit margins by eliminating
intermediaries,” Singh explains.

Expansion of dark stores

A strong network of dark stores (which is a
retail distribution centre for online
orders) is essential for quick commerce
players, especially to increase its market
share. Quick commerce companies are
raising money to invest in dark stores. In
just six months, Zepto announced three

fundraising rounds and in the latest round,
it raised $350 million.Quick commerce
logistics enabler Blitz recently raised Rs
40 crore in Series A funding led by
IvyCap Ventures to enhance its 60-minute
delivery infrastructure and expand its
dark store network across the country’s
top 20 cities. Yash Sharma, Co-founder of
Blitz told TNIE that Blitz is committed to
empowering marketplaces and brands
with 60-minute delivery capabilities,
setting the stage for 10x growth in FY25.
“Quick commerce in India is currently a
$3 billion market, representing just 5% of
the total e-commerce space. Having
grown 3x in the past two years, it is
projected to become a $30 billion
industry within five years,” he said.

Talking about various challenges, he said

many brands lack the infrastructure to
enable quick commerce on their
platforms, resulting in lost sales. Nearly
30% of customers abandon carts due to
slow delivery timelines, highlighting a
critical gap.Vikram Gupta, Founder and
Managing Partner, IvyCap Ventures,
pointed out that they are seeing
opportunities in this space as the market is
expected to grow significantly.

Capex slowdown helps govt cut deficit
by 6.6 per cent in Apr-Oct

NEW DELHI. Trading sentiment in the

equity market this week will be guided
by global trends, foreign fund
movement, macroeconomic data
announcements and RBI’s interest rate
decision, analysts said.The monthly
auto sales data announcement will also
be tracked by investors this
week.Markets Brace for GDP
Reaction“Looking ahead, markets are
likely to react to the disappointing GDP
growth of 5.4 pc on Monday. The
upcoming RBI policy will be crucial,
with both the interest rate decision and
commentary being key focus areas.

Global Geopolitical and Macroeconomic

Concerns“On the global front,
geopolitical tensions, particularly the
Russia-Ukraine situation, remains a
concern. Important macroeconomic
data such as manufacturing PMI from
India, the US, and China, along with
US jobs data and Fed Chair Jerome
Powell’s speech, will also influence
market sentiment," Santosh Meena,
Head of Research, Swastika Investmart
Ltd, said.India’s Economic Growth
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economic growth slowed to near two-
year low of 5.4 per cent in the July-
September quarter of this fiscal due to
poor performance of manufacturing
and mining sectors as well as weak
consumption, but the country continued
to remain the fastest-growing large

economy, data showed on
Friday.Equity Market Ends Volatile
Week on Positive NoteThe Indian
equity market ended the last week on a
positive note after experiencing
significant volatility. Key Domestic and
Global Data to Influence Markets

Slows but Remains RobustIndia’s “The outlook for the market will be

Bad

guided by the major domestic and
global economic data such as India’s
manufacturing PMI, services PMI,
interest rate decision, US S&P
global composite PMI,
manufacturing PMI, services PMI,
non-farm payrolls and initial jobless
claims," Palka Arora Chopra,
Director, Master Capital Services
Ltd, said.

Weekly Performance of Key Indices

Last week, BSE benchmark Sensex
jumped 685.68 points or 0.86 per
cent and NSE Nifty climbed 223.85
points or 0.93 per cent.

Focus Areas for the Upcoming Week

“Participants will first react to the GDP
data released post-market on Friday.
The primary focus will be on the RBI
monetary policy review. Additionally,
high-frequency indicators such as auto
sales, along with manufacturing and
services PMI data, are expected to
provide further market direction.
Foreign inflows will also remain in
focus as a major driver of sentiment,"
Ajit Mishra — SVP, Research, Religare
Broking Ltd, said.

EPFO Board approves reinvestment norms for ETF
redemption, amnesty scheme for employers

NEW DELHI. A redemption policy for

investments in exchange-traded funds
(ETFs) and reinvestment of 50 per cent
of those redemption proceeds into
ETFs, along with an amnesty scheme
for employers to voluntarily disclose
and rectify past non-compliance
without penalties was approved by the
Central Board of Trustees of the
Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) in its 236th
meeting Saturday. The Board also
discussed the pilot of the Centralised
Pension Payment System (CPPS),
which is likely to be launched on
December 31.The EPFO, which has
7.37 crore contributing subscribers and
atotal of 32.56 crore members, plans to
increase the ETF redemption period to
7 years from 4 years over the next six
years to improve yields. While 50 per
cent of the redemption proceeds will

get reinvested in equity through ETFs
such as Bharat 22 and CPSE ETFs, the
remaining 50 per cent would be
invested in other asset classes as per the
existing pattern such as government
securities and corporate bonds.The
changes in investment norms is being
done with an aim to earn better returns
through investment in equity. The
investment committee of the EPFO had
earlier noted that “there is a need to
balance the short-term returns on
investments under EPF Scheme with
the future growth prospects in
equity”.As per the notified pattern of
investment by the Ministry of Labour
and Employment, the EPFO can invest
up to 15 per cent of its incremental
flows in equity. EPFO started with an
investment of 5 per cent in equity
through ETFs on Sensex or Nifty in
August 2015. Subsequently from 2017

the investment in ETFs was increased
to 15 per cent of the fresh accretion.

The 44-member CBT, headed by Labour
and Employment Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya and having both
employees’ and employers’
representatives, also gave nod for the
EPFO Amnesty Scheme 2024. The
scheme is being brought as the Labour
and Employment Ministry moves
ahead with the implementation plan for
the Budget announcement of
Employment Linked Incentive (ELI)
scheme.The initiative is designed to
encourage employers to voluntarily
disclose and rectify past non-
compliance or under-compliance
without facing penalties or legal
repercussions. A simple online
declaration from employers will be
sufficient to avail the scheme benefits,”
the Ministry said in a statement.

Commercial LPG Cylinder
Price Up By Rs 16.5, ATF
Price Hiked 1.45%

NEW DELHL. Jet fuel, or ATF, price on Sunday
was hiked by 1.45 per cent and rates of
commercial LPG used in hotels and restaurants
increased by Rs 16.5 per 19-kg cylinder in the
monthly revision done in line with international
oil price trends.

Commercial LPG Prices Increased

Oil firms also increased the price of commercial
LPGbyRs 16.5toRs 1818.50 per 19-kg cylinder.

Fifth Consecutive Monthly Hike in Commercial
LPG

This is the fifth stright monthly hike in commercial
LPG price. Rates were hiked by Rs 62 per 19-kg
cylinder at the last revision on November 1.

Year-High LPG Prices After Recent Increases

In five price increases, commercial LPG rates have
hiked by Rs 172.5 per 19-kg cylinder. Rates are
now at their highest level in one year.

The increases negated the four monthly reductions
prior to the current cycle that started in August. In
the four rounds, prices had been cut by Rs 148 per
19-kg cylinder.LPG Price Variations Across
CitiesCommercial LPG now costs Rs 1771 per
19-kg cylinder in Mumbai, Rs 1,927 in Kolkata
and Rs 1,980 in Chennai.Prices of ATF and LPG
differ from state to state depending on the
incidence of local taxes including VAT.

No Change in Domestic LPG Prices

The rate of cooking gas used in domestic
households, however, remained unchanged at Rs
803 per 14.2-kg cylinder.

ATF Prices Increased Again in December

The aviation turbine fuel (ATF) price was increased
by Rs 1,318.12 perkilolitre, or 1.45 per cent, to Rs
91,856.84 per kl in the national capital — home to
one of the busiest airports in the country,
according to state-owned fuel retailers.

Consecutive Monthly Hikes in Jet Fuel Prices

This is the second straight monthly increase in jet
fuel prices. Rates were increased by Rs 2,941.5
per kl (3.3 per cent) on November 1. That hike
came after two rounds of reduction which had
taken the rates to their lowest level this year. ATF
price on October 1 was cut by 6.3 per cent (Rs
5,883 per kl) and by Rs 4,495.5 per kl, or 4.58 per
cent on September 1.

ATF Price Hike in Mumbai

The ATF price in Mumbai was increased to Rs
85,861.02 per kl on Sunday from Rs 84,642.91
previously.Factors Influencing ATF and LPG
PricingState-owned Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC), Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(BPCL), and Hindustan Petroleum Corporation
Ltd (HPCL) revise prices of ATF and cooking gas
on the first of every month based on the average
price of benchmark international fuel and foreign
exchange rate.

COP29 in Baku: Oil and
money stain climate talks

NEW DELHI. It is indeed ironical the UN

Climate Conference, also known as the
Conference of Parties (COP), chooses to
hold their jamborees in capitals that are
the hub of fossil fucl interests. The World,
desperately fighting Climate Change and
global warming, held its 200-nation
gathering in December 2023 in Dubai; and
now COP29 has just concluded in Baku,
Azerbaijan — the oldest oil exploration
town existing since 1840!

The President of Azerbaijan, ITham Aliyev,

opened COP29 on 11 November,
embarrassingly referring to the country’s
oil wealth as “the gift of God” to his
people. What could he say? Oil represents
90% of Azerbaijan’s exports.

It was billed as a ‘finance conference’. The

focus of the summit this year was to get the
developed world to agree to a new target
of funding pegged at $1.3 trillion a year. It
was to help the poorer nations to move
away from fossil fuels and to repair the
climate change havoc wrought on
communities around the world.

With much back-and-forth, a deal

was

a year. When the gavel came down on

finally reached in 2009 at the Climate
Conference in Copenhagen when the rich
nations agreed to raise $100 billion by
2020.Expectedly, the developed world
reneged from its commitments, and it was
only in 2022 that the target was met when
funding touched $106 billion. Much of
this was disguised low-interest loans,
something the poor nations had not
bargained for.

Poor compromise
The Baku conference seemed doomed from

the start. The demand for $1.3 trillion a
year by the Global South was met with
derision by the rich nations. At one point,
representatives for the Alliance of Small
Island States (AOSIS) walked out of the
summit, after dismissing an offer of
$250bn from richer countries. It seemed
the climate catastrophe was not
registering. Tuvalu, a small south Pacific
island nation, was facing submergence
with rising tides, but who cares?

that Mukhtar Babayev, the Azerbaijan
environment minister, also president of
the Conference, had two speeches in hand
when he walked up for his closing
remarks. But the rich nations, with a push
from China and India, finally delivered.
The gavel came down with the adoption of
the rich nations’ proposal to raise $300
billion a year by 2035.1t was a bitter
compromise for the poor natins. Most
environmental groups said it would have
been better not to have any deal at all; buta
deal is always better than no deal, as it let’s
onebuild oniit.

$300 billion, India’s delegate Chandni
Raina, in a fierce speech called the deal
“paltry” and “nothing more than an optical
illusion”, and unable to “address the
enormity of the challenge we all face.”

However, as the world’s third biggest

emitter and fifth biggest economy, India
has been caught in a cleft between
advocating renewable energy and
continuing a legacy of electricity
generation that relies heavily on coal
power plants. India generates 80% of its
electricity from coal-fired plants, and it is
rising. In January 2024, coal-fired
electricity generation in India reached a
record high of 115 terawatt hours (Twh), a
10% increase from the same month in
2023.This was reflected in India’s
ambivalence at COP29 — fierce public
opposition to the final deal, but not
pressing too many objections in the
intervening days at the conference. India
was keen for a deal as climate finance

In this melee of spats and protests, by 24

India and China

could bolster its transition to a cleaner

There’s been a history of skirmishing November, when the conference was India led the developing countries at  economy. In the process, though it

Bengaluru, and Chennai—surged at a compounded
annual growth rate (CAGR) of 116 per cent between
2020and 2023..

between the rich and poor nations on who
will pay for the environmental damage.

supposed to close, there was no
agreement. The differences were so sharp

COP29, and continued to reiterate the
demand for raising funding to $1.3 trillion

slammed the “paltry” $300 billion, it did
not veto the deal; and .
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Delhi HC to CBI: Appoint officer in couchlng centre deaths

The directive came
in response to a
petition filed by
Dalvin Suresh, the
father of one of the
deceased students,
who had raised
concerns over the
fairness of the
ongoing
investigation.

NEW DELHI. The Delhi high court has
directed the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to appoint a senior
officer to regularly monitor the
investigation into the UPSC aspirants’

death case at RAU’s IAS Study Circle in
Old Rajinder Nagar area.The directive

After failing exam, man

roams around wearing fake
Army uniform in Gujarat

came in response to a petition filed by
Dalvin Suresh, the father of one of the
deceased students Nevin Dalvin, who
had raised concerns over the fairness
of the ongoing investigation.Justice
Dinesh Kumar Sharma, in his order Fgs
dated November 27, emphasised the [§
need for balanced oversight.“In order
to balance the rights, director CBI is
requested to appoint a senior officer
to have regular monitoring of the =
investigation being conducted by the
CBI. This court hopes and trusts that
the CBI will maintain the faith of the
petitioner,” stated the court.The court
also acknowledged the petitioner’s
apprehensions about the investigation’s
integrity but refrained from issuing
further directives. The petitioner had
earlier approached the high court after his
plea for replacing the investigation officer
(I0) was dismissed by the Additional
Chief Judicial Magistrate (ACJM), Rouse
Avenue Courts.

The HC also remarked on the ACIM’s

observation that magistrates cannot
monitor investigations under Section
156(3) of the Criminal Procedure
Code.Justice Sharma clarified that while

magistrates cannot compel the CBI to
register an FIR, they possess the authority
to oversee investigations once initiated by
the CBL.“This Court considers that this
observation of the learned MM
[Metropolitan Magistrate] may not be in
accordance with the law. Once the CBI has
registered the case and is conducting an
investigation, the concerned Court will
have all the power to monitor the
investigation in line with established legal
principles,” the court noted.Advocate
Abhijit Anand, representing Dalvin
Suresh, argued that the investigation
lacked thoroughness, citing critical gaps

such as the failure to seize the
building site plan and CCTV
footage. He also alleged non-
compliance with earlier high
court directions.“An impartial
and comprehensive investigation
is a fundamental right of the
petitioner,” the counsel said,
urging the court to consider
appointing an independent officer
of at least Inspector General
rank.The CBI refuted allegations
of bias, maintaining that the
investigation was conducted in a
fair and lawful manner under
close supervision.It informed the court
that two status reports had already been
submitted to a division bench in sealed
cover. Highlighting its internal monitoring
mechanisms, the CBI assured the court
that the investigation was being closely
overseen by senior officials and monitored
by the Secretary of the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC), following prior
judicial directives.While dismissing the
petition, Justice Sharma said, “This Court
is conscious of the genuine concerns of the
petitioner but trusts that the CBI will
uphold its commitment to justice.”

‘Everything changed the day I lost
my son’: For 3 women whose loved
ones died cleaning sewers in Delhi,

Justice out of reach

New Delhi: Rajkumari, Ram Kali and Salesh Devi

have each lost a loved one — a husband, a son —
on the job. The job? Cleaning Delhi’s sewers.
For one of them, promises of compensation have
gone unfulfilled. For all three, justice remains
elusive.They are not alone. The lives lost are
among the 94 sewer deaths over the past 15 years
in Delhi, but in 75 of those deaths, for which
records are available, only one case has led to
conviction in court, according to an
investigation of RTI records by The Indian
Express.The Indian Express tracked down and
met the three women to know how their lives
changed overnight and where their case stands
— it found a swell of despair and helplessness.

Background: Moved from UP’s Sisamau village to

Delhi in search of better work opportunities;
belongs to the SC community.Case: Died
cleaning a sewer in Rohini Sector 18 in
2011Case status: Accused (a junior engineer)
acquittedCompensation: Rs 10 lakh received
from the government“This system where people
like us are expected to take up these jobs, it’s
unfair. But what can we do? We don’t have the
education to get better jobs or money to study
further,” Rampal’s wife Rajkumari (50s), who
lives in Delhi’s Haiderpur village, said.

According to records, Rampal, who worked as a

Jagan Reddy's party slams Pawan Kalyan

New Delhi.

The YSR Congress

over Kakinada port remarks: Theatrical

former ministers stated.The
YSRCP leaders alleged that

New Delhi. In a recent incident in Porbandar, a young
man posing as an army officer was detained by the
police after locals raised suspicions. The man was seen
walking around Porbandar Chowpatty dressed in a
uniform resembling that of the Indian Army.He did not
interact with anyone, which caught the attention of
local police officers.The police, who were passing
through the area, decided to investigate further. Upon
questioning the young man, he initially claimed to be a

Party (YSRCP) has taken a strong
stance against Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan,
criticising his remarks during his
visit to the Kakinada Port.Former
ministers Ambati Rambabu and
Kurasala Kannababu addressed
the media in separate press
conferences, alleging that Pawan
Kalyan's statements revealed
cracks within the coalition
government.The Jana Sena leader
had complained about a lack of

coalition members have been
openly clashing over revenue-
sharing issues. They pointed to
disputes over liquor, sand, and other
revenue streams, claiming these
conflicts reflect deeper fissures
within the government.

Ambati Rambabu highlighted a
recent altercation between two
Rayalaseema leaders over a fly-ash
issue, necessitating the Chief
Minister's intervention.They also

safai karamchari at a housing society, earning Rs
8,000 a month, died cleaning a sewer in front of
the complex in Rohini’s Sector 18 in 2011. In
October 2018, the Rohini Metropolitan
Magistrate Court acquitted the accused, a junior
engineer (JE), citing a lack of evidence. It noted
that the sewer had not been maintained by the
Delhi Development Authority (under whom the
arca falls) and there were no witnesses to
confirm Rampal was instructed to clean it under
the JE’s supervision.Rajkumari said she was
unaware of the court’s decision until now. “I was
angry (about the way Rampal died) at first, but
we just want to move on now,” she said.

After Rampal’s death, Rajkumari, who earned

around Rs 5,000 working as a house cleaner, was
left to raise their four children — Ravi, Rinki,
Shivam, and Aditya— alone. Rinki completed a
degree in Arts and works at a bank. The sons
were forced to leave school after Class X to
support the family, she said. Shivam works as a
cleaner in a nearby society. Aditya is now a driver.

cooperation from officials at the
port, a claim YSRCP leaders

‘Everything changed that day’
Manoj (19)Background: Family moved from UP’s
Jhinjhana to Delhi in 2008; father stayed back in

accused coalition parties of
focusing on personal gains during

member of the Indian Army but could not produce his

ID card when asked.

He then stated that he had forgotten it at home. His
evasive answers raised further doubts, leading to his
detention and questioning at the police station.During
the investigation, the man, identified as Sanjay Dodiya,
a 10th-grade pass, confessed that although he had
appeared for the army exam, he did not
succeed.Driven by a strong desire to join the army, he
began wearing a fake uniform, complete with a
nameplate, and roamed around pretending to be an
army officer. The police confirmed that he had not
attempted to deceive anyone or use his fake identity
for malicious purposes.Dodiya was arrested on
charges of impersonating a public officer. However, as
no fraudulent activities were reported, he was released

on bail.

Bihar egg seller's son
overcomes odds, hecomes judge
despite financial struggles

NEW DELHI. Adarsh Kumar, the son of an egg seller,
has become a civil judge after passing the 32nd Judicial
Services Exam of the Bihar Public Service Commission

(BPSC). He is from Shivganj, Aurangabad.

His father, Vijay Saw, sold eggs on a cart in the Shivganj
market to support his family. Despite financial struggles,
Vijay ensured that his children’s education was not
affected.His wife, Sunayana, also took loans from a
self-help group to help fund their children’s studies,

termed as "theatrical"

administrative affairs.

The average
minimum
temperature
for
November
has been
14.9
degrees
Celsius.

BN

»10 prevent
incidents of

and
indicative of his inability to manage

The Kakinada Port, a critical anchor
port for rice exports, has been under
scrutiny for the smuggling of Public
Distribution System (PDS)
rice.Officials recently seized a
consignment of PDS rice, prompting
Pawan Kalyan's dramatic visit and
remarks. Rambabu and Kannababu

misbehaviour

governmental operations.

than-usual months, November this year
emerged as the warmest in the last five
years, with the highest day and night
temperatures.

This is the most delayed dip below 10

degrees Celsius since 2019, when this
happened on December 1, according to the
India Meteorological Department (IMD)
data.The average minimum temperature
for November has been 14.9 degrees
Celsius, nearly 2 degrees Celsius above the
long-period average (LPA) of 13 degrees
Celsius.Similarly, the average maximum
temperature stood at 29.5 degrees Celsius,
1.1 notch above the LPA, marking this as the
warmest November since 2019.The sharp
decline in minimum temperature began on
November 25, when it stood at 14 degrees
Celsius and dropped steadily due to
strengthened cold northwesterly winds and
clear nighttime skies. The temperature fell to

issue between the AAP
government and the 7
Opposition BJP, triggering
protests and heated
exchanges in the past year.
More recently, it has led to
disruptions during former

towards women

chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s campaign rallies,

in DTC buses,

making it a focal point
during the Delhi polls slated

the bus marshal

for early next year.At a rally
in Burari on Friday,

accused the Deputy Chief Minister of
being either ignorant of the facts or
lacking understanding of

"Corruption at the port has been an
ongoing issue. [f PDS rice has passed
through the check posts set up by the
Civil Supplies Department and
reached the ships, it implies either
official clearance or compromises by
local leaders of coalition parties," the

2

their tenure, with "MLA taxes" and
other alleged exploitative practices
burdening genuine stakeholders like
exporters.

Kanna Babu also criticised the
government's handling of power
tariffs, contrasting the YSRCP's lower
power purchase rate under YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy with the higher rates
under the previous Chandrababu
Naidu regime.

11.9 degrees Celsius on November 26, 10.4
degrees Celsius on November 27 and 10.1
degrees Celsius on November 28, before
dipping below the 10-degree Celsius mark
on Friday for the first time this
season.Speaking over the weather
conditions, IMD officials said while the
current cold spell is typical for Ilate
November, the season has been
characterised by overall warmer-than-usual
conditions due to a lack of significant rain

e
A

village, working as a farm labourer. Belong to
the SC community.Case: Died cleaning a sewer
inRohini’s Sector 3in 2012

Case status: Trial pendingCompensation: Family

says they received only Rs 2 lakh of the Rs 10
lakh compensation amount“I moved to Delhi so
I could give a good life to my children...
Everything changed the day I lost my son...
since my son passed away, my health has been
poor,” Manoj’s mother Ram Kali (60), who lives
inaJJ cluster in Rohini, said.

Delhi Weather: November Warmest In 5 years, Temperature Dip Likely Next Week
BN S Ny Delhi. Continuing the trend of warmer-

and snowfall.A temporary rise in nighttime
temperatures by 1-2 degrees Celsius is
expected over the weekend due to a western
disturbance influencing northwest India,
with another dip likely early next week as
snowfall occurs in the northern
hills.Meanwhile, October too had been
warmer than usual, as the city recorded its
warmest October this year since 1951, with
both days and nights recording nearly 2
degrees Celsius higher than normal on
average.The average monthly maximum
and minimum temperatures in October were
35.1 degrees Celsius and 21.2 degrees
Celsius respectively, the highest since they
were 36.2 degrees Celsius and 22.3 degrees
Celsius respectively in 1951, according to
the data.Additionally, on Friday mercury
dipped below the 10-degree Celsius mark for
the first time this winter season, with
Safdarjung, which is representative of
Delhi's weather, recording.

Reinstating bus marshals: Contentious issue that
has spilled into AAP’s 2025 Delhi poll campaign

among bus marshals, many
people have started taking sides
of parties, which will only
weaken our movement.”

- To prevent incidents of
i misbehaviour towards women in
DTC buses, the bus marshal
scheme was introduced in 2015.
Initially, 3,356 civil defence
volunteers (CDVs) were
deployed as marshals, and
following a 2019
recommendation by a task force

keeping the financial difficulties hidden from them.

Adarsh, unaware of these sacrifices, focused on his
studies. After completing a five-year BA LLB degree
from Chanakya National Law University in Patna,
Adarsh successfully cleared the BPSC Judicial Services
Exam.

He credited his success to his parents, saying, "I owe
everything to my mother and father. Their hard work
inspired me to work with the same dedication."While
speaking to , Adarsh Kumar's mother said she had high
hopes of her son, and she's extremely proud of how he
has worked despite their financial struggles.

scheme was
introduced in
2015.

NEW DELHI. The termination of services

of over 10,000 bus marshals last
November on grounds of improper
recruitment has become a contentious

Kejriwal’s speech was
interrupted by Mukesh Pal
Singh, a bus marshal, as he
raised slogans and pleaded for his
reinstatement.After inviting him to the
stage, Kejriwal said, “This brother is a bus
marshal. I and my party are the ones
fighting for you; no one else will. In
Gujarat, even police officers are on
temporary contracts. The BJP never
makes anything permanent.”

On Saturday, a man named Ashok Jha, who

police said was a bus marshal from

Khanpur depot, attempted to “attack”
Kejriwal while he was greeting the crowd
during a padyatra at Malviya Nagar in
Greater Kailash.Sachin Bharwal, a
representative from the Bus Marshal
Pratinidhi Mandal, said: “In the fight to
take credit for the redeployment of bus
marshals, our futures are at stake. Both
parties are deliberately creating hurdles
for each other, and an issue that could have
been easily solved is being delayed. Even

on women'’s safety, the vacancies
were increased to over 13,000,
with over 10,000 appointed in subsequent
years.However, in November 2023, the
services of these 10,000 bus marshals
were abruptly terminated after the
Revenue and Finance departments said
that their deployment as bus marshals did
notalign with the Civil Defence Act, 1968.
Since then, the dismissals have fueled a
blame game between the AAP-led Delhi
government and the Centre-appointed L-
G VK Saxena.
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"Turn To Love, Not Fear":

Kate Middleton's Christmas
Letter After Cancer Battle

London. Kate, Britain's Princess of Wales, says love
is the greatest gift people can give each other in a
message to guests who will attend her annual
Christmas carol service next week at London's
Westminster Abbey.

The December 6 carol concert, the fourth she has
hosted, marks Kate's most prominent return to royal
engagements since she underwent a course of
preventative chemotherapy for cancer.

In a letter to the 1,600 invited guests, Kate, 42, the
wife of heir to the throne Prince William, returned to
themes of love and the need for empathy about
which she has spoken in previous very personal
statements and video updates on her
health.Christmas, her letter said, was not only a time
for celebration, but also for reflection and relief
from the pressures of daily life.

She said the Christmas story reflected "our own
vulnerabilities", and how much people needed each
other despite their differences."Above all else it
encourages us to turn to love, not fear," she wrote.
"It is this love which is the greatest gift we can
receive. Not just at Christmas, but every day of our
lives," she said. William, who earlier this month said
the year had been "brutal" for the royal family with
Kate's treatment coming in the wake of his father
King Charles' own cancer diagnosis, will give a
reading at the service.Six-time Olympic track
cycling champion Chris Hoy, who revealed he had
terminal cancer himself in October, will light a
candle.The "Together At Christmas" service will be
broadcast on Britain's ITV on Christmas Eve.

Hindu Spiritual Leader's
Arrest Being 'Misconstrued':
Bangladesh To UN Forum

United Nations.The arrest of a Hindu leader in Dhaka
has been "misconstrued" and he was arrested on
specific charges, Bangladesh has told a UN forum
on minority issues, claiming that there has been no
systematic attack on minorities in the country. Hindu
priest Chinmoy Krishna Das, a former member of
International Society for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON), was arrested from Dhaka's Hazrat
Shahjalal International Airport on Monday. He was
denied bail and sent to jail by the Chattogram's Sixth
Metropolitan Magistrate court in a sedition case on
Tuesday. With utter dismay, we note that the arrest of
Chinmoy Das has been misconstrued by some
speakers, although he was actually arrested on
specific charges. The matter is being dealt with by
our court of law," Ambassador and Permanent
Representative of Bangladesh to the UN Offices and
other international organisations in Geneva Tareq
Md Ariful Islam said.Islam made the statement
during the 17th session of the Forum on Minorities
Issues that took place in Geneva on November 28-
29.After Das, the leader of the Hindu group
Sammilita Sanatani Jote, was sent to prison, it
triggered protests by Hindus in various locations,
including the capital Dhaka and the port city o
Chattogram.India has noted the developments with
deep concern even as a diplomatic row has erupted
between the two South Asian neighbours.

During the session, some Bangladeshi NGOs and
individuals spoke about the situation in the country.
A representative of the International Forum for
Secular Bangladesh (IFSB) said that the situation
right now in the country is "very alarming" and a
"very burning issue." Referring to Das' arrest, the
representative said that ISKCON is a very popular
and peaceful organisation but the former ISKCON
leader has been arrested with "nothing accused
against him. He was arrested three days before in
Dhaka and now Bangladesh every day .... the police,
army ... every day, they are torturing the minority."

Islam said that Bangladesh reaffirms that every
Bangladeshi, regardless of religious identity, has the
right to practice their respective religion or express
views freely. "Ensuring safety and security of every
citizen, including from the minority community,
remains the cornerstone of the interim government
of Bangladesh," Islam said.

Taiwan President Gets 'Red
Carpet' Welcome In US, China
Reacts

Honolulu, United States. Taiwan President Lai Ching-
te was feted with a red carpet, garlands of flowers and
"alohas" as he kicked off his two-day stopover in
Hawaii on Saturday, part of a Pacific tour that has
sparked fiery rhetoric from Beijing.

China claims Taiwan as part of its territory and has
responded to Lai's first overseas trip as president with
threats to "resolutely crush" any attempt for
independence.Looking relaxed in a Hawaiian shirt,
Lai flitted around the US island state, visiting a
Pacific island history museum, an emergency
management centre and the USS Arizona Memorial
in Pearl Harbour.Earlier, he was given the "red carpet
treatment" on the tarmac of Honolulu's international
airport, according to his office, which said it was the
first time a Taiwanese president had been given such
awelcome.

He was met by Ingrid Larson, managing director in
Washington of the American Institute in Taiwan,
Hawaii Governor Josh Green, and others.At every
turn, Lai was presented with garlands of brightly
coloured flowers or leaves known as leis, greetings of
"aloha", and other Hawaiian gifts.In the evening, Lai
is expected to deliver his first public speech of the
week-long trip at a dinner attended by US
government officials and Taiwanese people living
abroad.Beijing opposes any international recognition
of Taiwan and its claim to be a sovereign state and
especially bristles at official contact between the
island and the United States.Like most countries,
Washington does not recognize Taiwan
diplomatically but is its most important backer and
biggest supplier of arms.In a statement, China's
foreign ministry said it "strongly condemns" the
United States for Lai's stopover and that it had
"lodged serious protests with the US".

pic with Trump amid ’rurlff hike threat

World. Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau on Saturday (local time) was all
smiles as he enjoyed dinner with US
President-elect Donald Trump at his Mar-a-
Lago residence in Florida following talks
amid the Republican leader's warning to
impose 25 per cent tariffs on Canadian and
Mexican imports after he takes office in
January.

Trudeau made an unannounced visit to
Florida on Friday evening and became the
first G7 leader to meet with Trump before
he begins his second term on January 20
amid fears of the US President-elect
threatening tariffs on Canada and Mexico if
they did not curb the flow of drugs and
illegal immigration across the US's
borders.

"Thanks for dinner last night, President
Trump. I look forward to the work we can
do together, again," Trudeau posted on X,
with a picture of him and Trump beaming at
dinner at the Mar-a-Lago residence. Trump
described his meeting with Trudeau as
"very productive" and said both of them

discussed a wide range of topics,
including drug smuggling and the
"massive trade deficit the US has with
Canada".In a post on Truth Social,
Trump said he made it very clear that
the US would no longer sit idly by as
its people became victims to what he
called the "scourge of the drug
epidemic"."l just had a very
productive meeting with Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada,
where we discussed many important
topics that will require both countries
to work together to address, like the
fentanyl and drug crisis that has
decimated so many lives as a result of
illegal immigration, fair trade deals that do
not jeopardise American Workers, and the
massive trade deficit the US has with
Canada," he said.

"I made it very clear that the United States
will no longer sit idly by as our citizens
become victims to the scourge of this drug
epidemic, caused mainly by the drug
cartels, and fentanyl pouring in from China.

Too much death and hardship! Prime
Minister Trudeau has made a commitment
to work with us to end this terrible
devastation to US families. We also spoke
about many other important topics, like
energy, trade, and the Arctic. All are vital
issues that I will be addressing on my first
days back in office, and before," he said.On
Friday, Trudeau said in a press conference
in Canada that he was taking Trump's tariff
threat seriously. "Donald Trump, when he

makes statements like that, he plans on
carrying them out," he said.

Trump's pledge has raised fears of a trade
war with Canada and Mexico. The
Republican leader is keen on using
tariffs as a tool to pressurise both
countries to stem the flow of illegal
drugs into the US, particularly, deadly
opioid fentanyl, and also migrants
crossing illegally into the US.While
Trump has argued that tariffs on imports
would help to protect US manufacturers
and boost domestic job growth, several
economists have warned that the move
would increase costs for US consumers.

Outgoing President Joe Biden slammed
Trump's tariff proposal, saying it was
"counterproductive" and it could threaten
to "screw up" the US's relations with
Canada and Mexico.

Mexico President Claudia Sheinbaum

warned this week that Trump's tariff plan

would have dire consequences for both
countries and suggested possible
retaliation.

"Start With A Problem...”:

Tech Bi

llionaire Ankur

Jain, 34, Shares His Easy Secret To Success

World.Tech entrepreneur Ankur Jain,
34, has an estimated net worth of
$1.2 billion, according to Forbes. A

former executive at the dating app s

Tinder, where he still holds a 36% &
stake, Jain launched his latest [CF

venture, Bilt Rewards, in 2002. The

service allows users to earn rewards

by paying rent or purchasing homes,

as reported by the New York Post.

Bilt is now valued at $3.25 billion.Mr
Jain, the highly successful son of
former Microsoft executive Naveen
Jain-who briefly became a billionaire
during the rise of his company
InfoSpace before the dot-com crash-
recently shared advice for aspiring
entrepreneurs in an interview with the
Daily Mail."Start with a problem, not
a perceived opportunity," Mr Jain told
the UK newspaper. "Those are two
very different things.""I think one of
the most dangerous things that

happened to entrepreneurship was that
business school graduates started
going into entrepreneurship," he
explained.The focus on statistics,
models, and creating new
opportunities has led young
entrepreneurs to prioritize
unnecessary goods and services- often
at the expense of consumers rather
than addressing genuine needs,
according to a former Forbes 30 Under
30honoree.

"They've neglected to ask what real
problems they can solve for people,"

he said.Mr Jain highlighted Bilt as
an example of addressing a tangible
issue and making it work effectively.
"It's your biggest expense, and now
it's your most rewarding," he said,
referencing housing costs.
According to Bilt's data, the average
American renter spends roughly
30% of their income on housing
each year.Jain previously shared with
the New York Post that his inspiration
to create Bilt- and to focus on solving
real-world problems-stemmed from
hearing a $100 million pitch from a
venture capitalist a few years ago. The
idea? Selling virtual luxury goods on
the blockchain."I'm thinking to
myself: "You have the biggest housing
crisis, a health care and mental health
crisis here in the city... And here you
are sitting, talking to me about like,
digital Prada bags on the blockchain,"
he said.

Hamas Releases Footage Of Crying
Israeli Hostage, His Mo’rher Reacts

World.Palestinian group
Hamas released a video on
Saturday featuring an
American-Israeli hostage,
Edan Alexander. Held in
Gaza since the devastating
October 7, 2023 attack on
Israel, Alexander directly
addresses US President-
elect Donald Trump in
English and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu in Hebrew,
pleading for intervention
and urging Israelis to
pressure their government
for the release of hostages.The video,
released by Hamas's military wing, the
Ezzedine al-Qassam Brigades, has not
been independently verified for
authenticity or date. Yael Alexander,
Edan's mother, spoke at a rally in Tel
Aviv the same evening.

"This video has upset me, but beyond
the hope it gives us, it shows how bad
the situation is for Edan and the other
hostages and how much they are
crying out and hoping to be saved
now," she declared. She revealed that
she had spoken directly with

Netanyahu, urging him to honour his
commitment to secure the hostages'
release. "You must keep your promise
and free them. This state is strong
enough to end the war and bring them
all back, including my Edan," she said.
Netanyahu's office later confirmed the
conversation, reiterating that Israel
remains resolute in its determination
to bring back all hostages. Describing
the video as "cruel psychological
warfare," the Prime Minister said that
such tactics would not deter Israel
from its mission.The Hostage
Families Forum, an advocacy group

for those captured, also
weighed in, stating that the
only viable solution for the
return of hostages lies in a
negotiated agreement. "One
year after the first and only
deal, it's clear to everyone:
returning the hostages is only
possible through a deal," the
group's statement read.The
October 7 attack, which sw
1,207 deaths-mostly civilians-
resulted in the kidnapping of
251 hostages. Around 97
hostages remain in Gaza,
including 34 whose deaths
have been confirmed but whose
bodies have not been returned. A brief
truce in November 2023 led to the
release of 80 Isracli hostages in
exchange for 240 Palestinian
prisoners, alongside the release of 25
predominantly Thai captives.
However, efforts since then to broker
further exchanges or a ceasefire have
largely faltered.Israel's military
response has claimed the lives of
44,382 people in Gaza, according to
figures from the Hamas-run health
ministry.

French Museum Invites
Public To Visit Art Exhibition
Naked, Here's Why

World. The Marseille Museum of European and
Mediterranean Civilisations (Mucem) is currently
exhibiting a comprehensive collection of artworks
exploring the theme of naturism. In a novel approach
to audience engagement, the museum invites visitors
to view the exhibition naked, facilitating a more
intimate and visceral experience of the artworks. The
collection, comprising 600 pieces from both public
and private collections, offers a rich exploration of the
history and cultural significance of naturism."France
is the world's leading tourist destination for naturists:
its temperate climate and the presence of three seas
have facilitated the establishment of communities,
which - with the exception of Switzerland - have few
real equivalents elsewhere in Europe, where naturism
is practised more freely, outside established
communities," the museum told the New York Times.

"Today, there is a new craze for nudity in nature, a craze
that goes hand in hand with the quest for healthy,
vegetarian diets and the use of natural therapies,
meditation and yoga in the open air. These lifestyles,
along with the rejection of the diktats that weigh down
our bodies, are all keys to understanding the issues at
stake in the naturism of yesterday and today."Since
opening in July, the museum's exhibition has attracted
nearly 100,000 visitors, with around 600 attending
five special viewings in the nude.

Some participants were seasoned naturists,
distinguishable by their tan-line-free and often
weathered appearances. Others, however, had little to
no experience being nude in public, apart from the
occasional skinny dip. For these individuals, nudity
was typically limited to locker rooms or intimate
settings. Attending the exhibit in the nude offered a
unique opportunity to engage with art and their own
bodies in a new way-promoting a sense of acceptance
or, perhaps, neutrality.

Naked museum events aren't entirely new. Similar
gatherings have taken place in cities like Paris,
Vienna, Montreal, Barcelona, Milan, and even
Dorchester in England. However, Mucem may be the
first major museum to dedicate an entire exhibition to
the history, culture, and symbolism of naturism-a
movement akin to nudism but rooted in principles of
self-respect, respect for others, and harmony with the
natural world.

I always say that nudity is a tool - a very effective tool -
to get people to achieve body acceptance," said
Stephane Deschenes, the president of the International
Naturist Federation. "But it's not the objective."

The exhibit, Naturist Paradises, chronicles the evolution
of naturism in Europe over the past century. It begins
with its origins as a groundbreaking social health
movement and explores its modern alignment with the
body positivity movement. The exhibition features an
array of artefacts, including vintage magazine covers,
black-and-white photographs, archival videos,
paintings, and informative text displays.

Syrian rebels enter Aleppo, President
Bashar al-Assad vows to defeat them

Thousands of Syrian insurgents took
over most of Aleppo on Saturday,
establishing positions in the
country’s largest city and
controlling its airport before |
expanding their shock offensive to a
nearby province. They faced little to
no resistance from government
troops, according to fighters and
activists.A war monitor, the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights, said
the insurgents led by Hayat Tahrir
al-Sham seized control of Aleppo
International airport, the first
international airport to be controlled
by insurgents. The fighters claimed they
seized the airport and posted pictures of
it. Thousands of fighters also moved on,
facing almost no opposition from
government forces, to seize towns and
villages in northern Hama, a province
where they had a presence before being
expelled by government troops in 2016.
They claimed on Saturday evening to have
entered the city of Hama.

A HUGE EMBARRASSMENT FOR
ASSAD

The swift and surprise offensive is a huge
embarrassment for Syria’s President
Bashar Assad and raises questions about his
armed forces’ preparedness. The insurgent
offensive launched from their stronghold in
the country’s northwest appeared to have
been planned for years. It also comes at a
time when Assad’s allies were preoccupied
with their own conflicts.In his first public

comments since the start of the offensive,
released by the state news agency
Saturday evening, Assad said Syria will
continue to “defend its stability and
territorial integrity against terrorists and
their supporters.” He added that Syria is
able to defeat them no matter how much
their attacks intensify.

. Turkey, a main backer of Syrian opposition

groups, said its diplomatic efforts had
failed to stop government attacks on
opposition-held areas in recent weeks,
which were in violation of a de-
escalation agreement sponsored by
Russia, Iran and Ankara. Turkish
security officials said a limited offensive by
the rebels was planned to stop government
attacks and allow civilians to return, but the
offensive expanded as Syrian government
forces began to retreat from their
positions. The insurgents, led by the Salafi
jihadi group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and
including Turkey-backed fighters,
launched their shock offensive on
Wednesday. They first staged a two-

pronged attack in Aleppo and the Idlib
countryside, entering Aleppo two days later
and securing a strategic town that lies on the
highway that links Syria’s largest city to the
capital and the coast.By Saturday evening,
they seized at least four towns in the central
Hama province and claimed to have entered
the provincial capital. The insurgents
staged an attempt to reclaim areas they
controlled in Hama in 2017 but failed.

PREPARINGA COUNTERATTACK

Syria’s armed forces said in a statement
Saturday that to absorb the large attack on
Aleppo and save lives, it redeployed troops
and equipment and was preparing a
counterattack. The statement
acknowledged that insurgents entered large
parts of the city but said they have not
established bases or checkpoints. Later on
Saturday, the armed forces sought to dispel
what it said were lies in reference to reports
about its forces retreating or defecting,
saying the general command was carrying
out its duties in “combatting terrorist
organisations.”
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2nd Test: Shadman hits fifty, West

Indies drop 3 catches on rain-
truncated day 1

New Delhi. Kemar Roach gave the West
Indies a strong start on the rain-affected
opening day of the Kingston Test,
dismissing two Bangladesh batters early.
However, sloppy fielding cost the hosts
crucial breakthroughs, as three dropped
catches allowed Bangladesh to recover and
end the day at 69 for 2. Shadman Islam, who
reached an unbeaten 50, and Shahadat
Hossain, not out on 12, capitalised on the
missed opportunities to stabilise the innings
after an initial collapse.

The match began five hours late due to a damp
outfield, forcing a 3 p.m. local time start
under sunny skies. Bangladesh, sent in to bat
by captain Mehidy Hasan Miraz, found
themselves in early trouble as Kemar Roach
struck twice within the first seven overs.
Roach, who continued his dominance over
Bangladesh, dismissed Mahmudul Hasan
Joy for two with a sharp edge caught by
wicketkeeper Joshua Da Silva and then
induced another edge from Mominul Haque,
who departed for a duck — his fourth in the
West Indies. These early blows left
Bangladesh reeling at 10 for 2.However,
Shadman Islam (50 not out) and Shahadat
Hossain (12 not out) dug in to steady the
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innings. Shadman was the beneficiary of
two dropped chances, first by Alick
Athanaze at slip on 15 and later by Kraigg
Brathwaite at short cover on 35. Shahadat
also enjoyed a reprieve on 8, thanks to a
comical double-drop in the slip cordon
involving Athanaze and Kavem Hodge.The
slow, rain-affected outfield further
hampered scoring, with several boundaries
thwarted just short of the ropes. Shadman,
however, managed to bring up his fifty off
100 balls, laced with three fours and a six,
while Shahadat played cautiously, adding
justone boundary in his 63-ball stay.

For the West Indies, Roach (2-19) was the
standout performer, reaching the milestone
of 50 wickets against Bangladesh. However,
the home side's lackluster fielding undid
much of the pressure created by their
bowlers.Rain remains a looming threat fr the
rest of the match, with forecasts predicting
interruptions on each of the remaining days.
Bangladesh will hope their overnight pair
can build on the modest foundation, while
the West Indies will need to regroup and
capitalize on any further opportunities that
come their way.

Gautam Gambhir's stint as
India coach shouldn't be
judged too soon: Ajay Judeja

New Delhi. Former Indian batter Ajay Jadeja
has urged critics to exercise patience with
Gautam Gambhir, the newly appointed head
coach of the Indian cricket team, amidst the
backlash following India's 0-3 home Test
series loss to New Zealand. Speaking at the
FICCI Turf event on Saturday, Jadeja
emphasised that Gambhir's performance as
coach cannot be fairly evaluated within a
short timeframe.

Gambhir, celebrated for his heroics in India's
2011 World Cup triumph, assumed the head
coach role in July, succeeding Rahul Dravid.
While the team began on a promising note
with a T201 series win over Sri Lanka and a
Test series victory against Bangladesh, the
subsequent ODI whitewash against New
Zealand raised questions about Gambhir's
leadership.

Jadeja, however, believes it is premature to
critique Gambhir. "I think you are being
unfair to him... If you will start judging

people on the basis of their coaching role or
whatever way it is being looked at, it is too
short a time for people to be judged," Jadeja
remarked.The former middle-order batter,
who amassed over 5000 ODI runs, further
elaborated, "There are phases in cricket.
Sometimes you win, and sometimes you

lose. Gambhir has always been a
straightforward individual, and what you see
now is what was expected of him. It's not
time to judge him; it's time to enjoy his
approach."India's morale received a
significant boost with a dominant 295-run
victory over Australia in the first Test of the
Border-Gavaskar series in Perth, following
the New Zealand debacle. Jadeja highlighted
that this win showcases the team's resilience
and stressed that Gambhir's leadership
should be evaluated over a more extended
period.

Jadeja also opened on the return of regular Test
captain Rohit Sharma for the second Test in
Adelaide, beginning December 6. "Rohit
coming back will surely boost India's
confidence.

AUS vs IND: Why Australia will miss
Josh Hazlewood budly in Adelaide Test

Border-Gavaskar Trophy: Fast howler

Josh Hazlewood played a crucial
role for Australia in the Day-Night
Tests, but would not be a part of
their setup against India at the
Adelaide Oval. Will Australia miss

Hazlewood in the Adelaide Test?
— —

New Delhi. Australia finds themselves
under immense pressure following
their crushing 295-run defeat to India in
the series-opening Perth Test. With
their confidence shaken, the Pat
Cummins-led side must regroup and
deliver a remarkable turnaround as they
prepare for the day-night Test at the
Adelaide Oval, starting December 6.
Adding to their woes, the team suffered
a significant setback with the injury of
Josh Hazlewood, a key figure in their
bowling attack, leaving them further

Rohit Sharma's hilarious exchange with fans

exposed ahead of the crucial pink-ball
encounter.Hazlewood sustalned a
"low-grade left side injury” and would
not be able to attain full fitness before
the Adelaide Test. The hosts roped in
Sean Abbott and Brendan Doggett,
who are both yet to make their Test
debuts. Statistically, Hazlewood has
been a gun bowler for the Aussies,
especially in Day-Night Tests. He is
one of the major reasons why Australia
have won 11 out of 12 Day-Night Tests
until now.

In eight day-night Tests so far,
Hazlewood has taken 37 wickets at an
average of 18.86 with two five-wicket
hauls. In fact, the pacer holds the
distinction of being the first bowler to
take a wicket in pink-ball Tests when he
dismissed New Zealand’s Martin
Guptill back in November 2015 in
Adelaide itself. For Australia, the
quartet of Mitchell Starc, Hazlewood,
Nathan Lyon and Pat Cummins have
dominated in day-night Tests. In
Hazlewood’s absence, the home team

does have Scott Boland, a proven
customer in Tests, but can he make the
same impact as Hazlewood?

Hazlewood was also the standout

Australian bowler in the Perth Test,
where he picked up five wickets,
including a four-wicket haul. In fact, it
was his spell of 13-5-29-4 that helped
the Aussies bowl India out for 150 in the
first innings. Now, with Hazlewood

goes viral before Pink Ball Test

Border-Gavaskar Trophy: India captain Rohit Sharma was hounded by fans in Canberra for his

autograph and selfies. The incident brought out a hilarious reaction from the India captain.

~Rohit Sharma was
hounded for autographs in
Canberra

~The incident brought out a
classic reaction from Rohit
~India are playing their
warm-up game vs PM XI

Canberra. India captain Rohit Sharma was

hounded by fans during training in Canberra
during the team's practice session ahead of
the warm-up game against Australian Prime
Minister's XI. As Rohit was going for
practice some eager fans surrounded him
and asked him for photos and autographs.

The incident elicited a hilarious response from
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Rohit Sharma who asked a fan to wait for his
turn as he was attending to a previous
request. Rohit was asked by the said fan fora
selfie while he was autographing a cricket
ball, and the constant haggling had Rohit

—

slightly irritated. The captain responded to
the fan, asking him to wait for his turn.

“Ek time par ek hi kaam ho sakta hai. (Only

one task can be done at a time)," Rohit
Sharma said.

Ligue 1: Coach Luis Enrique urges PSG to
stay resilient after frustrating draw

w-Paris St Germain manager Luis
Enrique lamented his team's
failure to convert chances in
Saturday's Ligue 1 draw with
Nantes, despite dominating
possession, and stressed the need
for persistence.

[ ————————

New Delhi. Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) head

coach Luis Enrique was frustrated after his
team's 1-1 draw with relegation-threatened
Nantes in Ligue 1 on Saturday. Despite a
record-setting 84.1% possession, the
Parisians failed to secure a victory at the
Parc des Princes, further fuelling concerns
about their inability to capitalise on their
dominance.PSG looked poised for an easy
win when Achraf Hakimi struck in the

second minute, converting a low cross
from Nuno Mendes. However, Nantes

found an equaliser seven minutes before
halftime when Matthis Abline broke free
from Willian Pacho and scored past

Gianluigi Donnarumma.

The second half saw PSG control possession

but struggle to break down Nantes' compact
defence. Lee Kang-in hit the post, while
Gongalo Ramos—making his first start in
over three months—played the full match,

providing the assist for Hakimi's opener.
However, the team's inability to create clear-
cut chances underscored their lack of
efficiency.

Reflecting on the draw, Enrique emphasised

the importance of resilience:
"Efficiency is the key to

to create as many chances as
we did. Butit's clear thatif you
don't score, it becomes
frustrating and draining. In the
end, the solution is persistence
and continued trust in our
players."

The result comes after PSG's
narrow midweek loss to
Bayern Munich in the
Champions League, leaving
them teetering on the brink of

a European exit. Despite the setbacks, PSG
remains undefeated in Ligue 1 this season
and sits seven points clear at the top of the
table, though second-placed AS Monaco has
the chance to close the gap on Sunday
against Marseille.

New Delhi.

unavailable for the Adelaide Test, the
pressure is on Starc and Cummms
neither of whom looked at their best in
the opening game.Most wickets for
Australiain Day Night Tests

Australiaunder the pump

Before the start of the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, Australia were placed on top of
the table in the WTC 2023-25.
Cummins and Co. were strong
contenders to make their way through
to the final to be held next year. But
after losing in Perth, they lost their top
spot in the table. Adding insult to injury,
the Aussies dropped out of the two,
invariably putting them in deeper
trouble as far as playing in the summit
clash is concerned. Australia slipped to
third after South Africa defeated Sri
Lanka by 233 runs at the Kingsmead in
Durban.The Adelaide Test provides no
room for complacency for Australia. If
they go 0-2 down, they could
eventually miss out on a spot in the final
of the WTC, let alone winning the
series against India.

Barcelona vs Las Palmas:
nsi Flick slams disconnected
team after 1-2 loss

FC Barcelona coach Hansi Flick
said that his team looked disconnected in their
1-2 loss against Las Palmas on Saturday, 30
November. Barcelona are winless in their last
3 LaLiga games which has reduced the margin
oftheir leave at the top. Barcelona are now just
2 points away from Atletico Madrid, and four
points away from Real Madrid. Real have
played 2 games less and will go over
Barcelona if they secure 2 wins in their next 2
games. Laliga leaders Barcelona's 125th
anniversary celebrations were spoilt by Las
Palmas. Flick argued that he still trusted his
players and had confidence in them, however,
criticised the team for not being at the
optimum level.

"I don't think there is a lack of confidence in the

players. Players alone can't win games, it's
always about the team. We need to have good
connections in defence and in attack, and
today we didn't have them," Flick told
reporters."] believe in the players. I have
confidence in them, but things are as they are.

When I started here [ told them there would be
no excuses. “It's normal that some players,
when they come back from injury, are not at
the highest level. But if we play as a team we
should be able to beat any team, but if some
players are disconnected it doesn't go well.”

football. It's incredibly tough  Barcelona do not play at home again until mid-

December, with their next three games away at
Mallorca and Real Betis in LaLiga followed
by Borussia Dortmund in the Champions
League."We have to accept the slump, now
another month starts. The team has the
quality," Flick said. "Today it was not
possible. In front of goal we were not able to
score."Barca's Raphinha scored the equaliser
in the second halfwhile he also hit the crossbar
and saw a free kick tipped over the bar, and the
winger said they had to find a way to turn
things around to get back to winning
ways."We were bad in the game. We have to
look at what we are doing wrong to try to
improve and win the games," he said. "We
have dropped the level of what we were doing
and this is making games more difficult for us.

India will never get someone as good as
Ravindra Jadeja or R Ashwin: Pujara

«India do not have a
replacement for Ravichandran
Ashwin and Ravindra Judeja,
said Cheteshwar Pujara.
Pujara called the duo legends
of the game and said that
they have contributed a lot to
the Indian team.

India do not have replacements for

Ravichandran Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja,
said Cheteshwar Pujara leading to the
Adelaide Test match against Australia.
Speaking on ESPNcricinfo, Pujara called the
duo legends of the game and said that they

have contributed a lot to Indian cricket.
Ashwin and Jadeja did not play the
opening Test match of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy at the Optus Stadium
in Perth in a pitch that was conducive to
fast bowling. Washington Sundar
played as India's lone spinner in the Test
match as India look to transition from
this veteran duo. While they are still the
preferred pair for all home Tests, India
have started experimenting with other
combinations overseas.

Pujara however believes that there is no
chance that India can have the quality of
Ashwinand Jadeja in their line-up in the
near future.

"You can't have the quality of Ashwin and
Jadeja. I have seen a lot of spinners in the
Indian domestic circuit, but I wouldn't say
that we have actual replacements for them.
Yes, we do have some young talented
bowlers whom we need to groom, but those
are the legends of the game. I don't think we
will ever get someone as good as Ashwin or

Jadeja. We might have some replacements,
but I still feel those guys have contributed a
lotto Indian cricket," Cheteshwar Pujara said
on ESPNcricinfo. "After the WTC final, we
will be travelling to England. That will be an
important series. We are going to play five
Test matches over there. Do you seen Ashwin
and Jadeja fit into that role? Do you want one
of them to be part of the playing XI? But, if

Washington Sundar is going to play
in the XI, then you might as well have
someone else be part of the squad,”
Pujara went on to add.

After missing out on the Perth Test,
Ashwin and Jadeja are unlikely to get
game time in the Adelaide Test match
as well. However, that has not
worried India assistant coach
Abhishek Nayar, who said that India
are lucky to have senior players who
think about the team before their
personal goals.

“It is only tough when you have seniors
who do not understand it. When you
have seniors like Jaddu and Ashwin,

who understand what the team is trying to do,

I think it becomes very easy. The team

follows what Gauti bhai believes in. We were

very happy with how Ashwin and Jaddu were
helping the younger guys do well here. I just
felt that the culture of the team was focused
on team India to win,” Abhishek Nayar said
in Canberra on Friday, November 29.
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Shares How Moving To Her' / 4
Own Space Changed Her Life £

nanya Panday stepped into a new chapter of her life last
year by purchasing her own apartment in Mumbai. On the

occasion of Dhanteras, the actress even held a griha- }
pravesh (house-warming) puja, giving fans a glimpse into her f
new purchase on Instagram. Living independently has |
allowed the actress to take charge of her life in a meaningful 7

way. In arecent conversation with her father, Chunky Panday,
Ananya shared how this decision brought a wave of
positivity into her life. She also candidly revealed that while
her parents’ concerns came from a place of love, they
sometimes added to her struggles.Talking to her dad
Chunky Panday on his YouTube channel We Are
Yuvaa, Ananya Panday said, “When I used
to stay with y’all, I feel like when I used
to get sad, you used to feed into my
sadness." What added to the gravity
of Ananya’s sadness was her mom
Bhavana Pandey’s incessant
questions like “What happened?
Are you okay?" Recalling the
time when she shifted to her |
new home, the actress noted, |
“I was acting also a little bit |
while crying athome."
Ananya Panday wanted to get
her own personal space after
making a name for herself in
Bollywood. During the same W
conversation, she mentioned §
that ever since shifting to her
new place, her emotional
balance has improved, allowing
her to discover what inner peace
and true happiness look like. The
actress also mentioned that she enjoys
spending time with herself, and nothing
impacts her the way it used to before.Earlier in
2023, Ananya Panday shared a few pictures and
videos from the housewarming ceremony on Instagram.
Captioning the post, she wrote, “My OWN home !!
need all ur love and good vibes !!! to new beginnings ..
happy Dhanteras ."On the professional front, Ananya
Panday will next be seen in Chand Mera Dil, which will
star her with Lakshya, popular for his role in Kill. Apart
from the same, the star kid has also begun working on
the second season of the popular series Call Me Bae.
That’s not all. She also has another project lined up in \
her kitty. In the film, she will share screen space with
Akshay Kumar and R Madhavan. On the other hand,
her father, Chunky Panday, is gearing up for
Housefull 5. e

Sherlyn C

mother because of the illness she has been battling since 2021.She shared that she has an autoimmune disorder
called Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), which resulted in her kidney failure in 2021.
In an interview with Bollywood Bubble, Sherlyn shared that her doctor told her to keep this health disorder under
control and she needs medication for the rest of her life. Following this, she added, “I take it three times a day, morning,

work and take care of her child together. She said, “I will continue working, but I’ll carry them along with me.
Initially, I’d hire a nanny who could take care of my kids in my presence".She made headlines in 2012 by
becoming the first Indian woman to pose for Playboy magazine. This move garnered both controversy and
admiration. She began her career in Bollywood in the early 2000s and appeared in several films like Time
Pass (2005), Dosti: Friends Forever (2005) and Rageeb (2007). She also participated in several reality

shows, including Bigg Boss Season 3 in 2009.
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Reveals Her Struggle With Lupus
And The Impact On Motherhood

ﬁ ctress Sherlyn Chopra has recently unveiled the illness she is struggling with. She claimed that she could never be a
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afternoon and evening. They
also advised that I should never
contemplate getting pregnant
because it could be life-threatening
for both the baby and the
mother".Despite this, the actress share
her strong desire to be a mother. Tho
she cannot be a mother naturally, s
looking for other options and hopes t¢
at least three or four children. She f
added that she wants her child’s na
start with the letter A, as she is very
names starting with A. Additio
Sherlyn added, “T think I was born ¢
mother because whenever I think al
children, I feel an indescribab
happiness. Even before they arrive,
I’'m so happy. Just imagine how
much joy I’ll feel after they’re
here".

The actress further decides to
balance motherhood with
her career. She stated that
she would continue her

Janhvi And Khushi Kapoor Spread
Holiday Cheer While Decorating
Their Christmas Tree In Pyjamas

f : ‘ !
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ollywood sisters Janhvi and Khushi

Kapoor are the epitome of sibling goals,

always inspiring with their unbreakable
bond and support for each other. The duo
recently gave fans a glimpse of their festive
cheer when Orry shared an adorable snapshot
of them decorating their Christmas tree
together in cozy pajamas. The heartwarming
moment not only showcases their holiday
spirit but also sets the bar for sibling plans this
season!Taking to Instagram Stories on
November 30, Orry shared a delightful collage
of Janhvi and Khushi putting up Christmas
decorations. The tree, adorned with elegant
green and white ornaments, radiates festive
vibes.

Janhvi, casually dressed in a simple t-shirt and
black-and-white checkered pants, is caught
mid-decoration, while Khushi assists in her
comfy pajamas, adding a cozy touch to the
frame. Orry, ever the playful presence, sneaks
into the picture with his signature ‘shy fingers’
pose, capturing the fun and joy of the moment.
Together, the sisters and their friend radiate
holiday vibes, reminding us all to embrace the
festive season with family and loved ones.In
an earlier interview with Lifestyle Asia India,
Khushi Kapoor opened up about her special
bond with Janhvi. She revealed that Janhvi is
her go-to person for advice and has always
been a pillar of support. Whether it’s life’s
bigger challenges or smaller dilemmas, Janhvi
takes on the role of a guiding
figure—sometimes even feeling like a
parental presence.Khushi also shared how
being Janhvi’s sister has its perks, particularly
when it comes to sharing wardrobes! From pep
talks to shoes, their relationship is a blend of
love, wisdom, and fun.

The Archies actress, who recently made her
fashion runway debut, also spoke about
Janhvi’s advice before the event. Speaking to
ANI, Khushi revealed how her sister
encouraged her to stay calm, be in the moment,
and immerse herself in the music. Janhvi’s
words gave her the confidence to shine on the
runway, further proving that their bond goes
beyond just sibling camaraderie—it’s a deep-
rooted friendship.As Janhvi and Khushi usher
in the festive season with warmth and
togetherness, they remind us to cherish the
special relationships in our lives, making their
sibling bond one to aspire to this Christmas.

Aamir Khan's Daughter Ira Khan
On How Her Parents' Divorce
Changed Their Lives 'T Was 4

When We Moved Out...
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Dutta, has been open about her mental health

struggles. Aamir and Reena divorced in 2002
when Ira was five. In an interview with
Pinkvilla, Ira talked about how her parents
reacted to her struggles and how she dealt with
their divorce. She said that both her parents
were concerned when she shared her
struggles.“T don’t think I told him (father,
Aamir) that I was putting it on Instagram.
When I told both my parents, they were
worried. You don’t figure it out all at the same
time. It’s not like I said one sentence and it was
over. There was concern because I was
studying in the Netherlands, wanting to drop
out, so there were a lot of decisions to be made.
My dad has put this faith or belief in us that
mental health issues are not shameful," she
said during a chat with Pinkvilla.Ira mentioned
that while her parents, Aamir Khan and Reena
Dutta, never openly blamed themselves for her
struggles, she felt they might have. She
recalled that when she started medication, both
her parents were very worried, focused on their
own fears. Ira said, “I started my medication
when I came home in 2018. During that time, |
could tell that both of them were extremely
worried because they were going on their own
fears and tangents. And I was like, ‘I am the
child, I need help right now, we can deal with
your fears later’. They never said that or
openly blamed themselves, but I am sure they
felt those things. Even though they know that
it’s not in their control, it’s a culmination of
many things. I hope they don’t blame
themselves."When asked about how her
parents’ divorce affected her, Ira said it
changed their lives. She said, “My parents’
divorce wasn’t one day, it was something that
changed all our lives since that day. Many good
and not good things happened since that day,
many things happened that we maybe even
didn’t know happened."Ira added, “We moved
out of the house after the divorce. I was 4 when
we moved out but we lived very close by, just
like 50 metres away. My dad’s job involves a
lot of travelling, it’s a little hard to say if
shifting houses affected the dynamic. [ am sure
it did. But, it was fine! My grandmom also
lived in the same building, so were were
always around there."

Ira Khan, daughter of Aamir Khan and Reena
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