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UNIVERSE: We are all
human, only human

Guru Nanak’s profound message, ‘Ek Onkar’, is
simple to understand. It is the assertion of the
oneness of God, which underscores the unity of
all creation and reminds us of our shared
existence beyond divisions of race, religion,
caste, creed, or status.When we look at the
divisiveness caused by “My God, your God”, we
have just to remember that there is one God, and
we use many names for Him. Indeed, recognising
humanity as one is fundamental to our being.

The modern world has made intercontinental travel
easy enough, and as we see different parts of the
world, we notice the similarities in human
experience. We could focus on superficial
differences, but we must resist the temptation and
seek commonalities.We saw an architectural
expression of this during a trip to Kazan,
Tatarstan, Russia. The Universal Temple, or
Temple of All Religions, built by Ildar Khanov, a
local artist, had religious architectural elements
from 16 faiths. The visually arresting diversity in
the same building was uplifting. Other trips gave
us different insights.In Guru Granth Sahib,

Bhagat Kabir says, “Awwal Allah Noor Upaya,
Kudrat Ke Sab Bandey/Ek Noor Te Sab Jag
Upajya, Koun Bhalley Ko Mandey/Loga Bharam
Na Bhoolau Bhai.” He asserts: “Allah created the
Light and made all mortal beings; From the One
Light, came the entire universe, so who is good,
and who is bad? People, do not get deluded and
meander.”How can we apply these lofty
principles in our daily lives? We actively fight the
notions that take us on the divisive path. We see
other people as human beings — not limiting
them to their caste, creed or religion.In the Indian
context, secularism has long been seen as
respecting various religious beliefs. Indeed, as
children, we often visit friends’ homes without
bothering about their religion or caste until the
age-old prejudices passed on by elders intrude
upon childish innocence. We must cling to this
“childish” innocence and not let boundaries creep
in where none are necessary.Of course, there are
differences. Guru Nanak emphasised the need to
recognise different paths to God. He also stressed
following the teachings of one’s religion with
diligence and devotion to become a better human.
There are instances where he chides those who
profess to be religious leaders but are not true to
one’s faith.The Gurus taught us that true peace
and happiness comes by following the
injunctions of ‘Naam Japna’ (meditation in God’s
name), ‘Kirat Karni’ (honest work), and ‘Vand
Chhakna’ (sharing with others). These practices
foster a life of humility and selflessness,
encouraging us to see the Divine in every person
and live in harmony with one another. In short,
happiness results from living in harmony with
oneself and others.We seek the Divine who is

Himalayan brown dipper, aquatic acrobat of the mountains

Walking along the banks of Falachan river deep in the Kullu valley in Himachal Pradesh on a cold winter morning, a
dash of brown in the middle of the river caught my eye, just for an instant. It disappeared into...

Walking along the banks of Falachan river deep in the |

Kullu valley in Himachal Pradesh on a cold winter
morning, a dash of brown in the middle of the river
caught my eye, just for an instant. It disappeared
into the freezing water, only to reappear on a
boulder some distance away, frantically repeating
this process going up and down the river. It was a
Himalayan brown dipper, a bird whose remarkable
abilities belie its plain appearance.

The Himalayan brown dipper (cinclus pallasii) is a

riverine bird found in the cold, fast-flowing streams
and rivers of mountainous regions — across the
Himalayan belt, from Afghanistan and northern
Pakistan in the west, through India, Nepal, Bhutan
and Tibet, to parts of China and northern Southeast
Asia, at elevations ranging from 1,000 to 4,500
metres above the sea level.

One of the most fascinating aspects of the Himalayan

brown dipper is its ability to dive underwater to
forage for food. Unlike most birds in the mountains,
which are primarily terrestrial (ground-dwelling) or
arboreal (tree-dwelling), dippers have adapted to an
aquatic lifestyle, almost like seabirds.

They possess strong legs and large webbed feet that
enable them to grip wet and slippery rocks and #

&

navigate swift river currents, while the brownish- ~ &

grey feathers with a thick layer of fat provide
excellent camouflage as well as insulation against
the cold water. Nasal flaps prevent water from
entering their nostrils while diving, and their eyes
are equipped with an additional membrane to
protect them underwater. Such a list of unique
adaptations enables the dipper to feed on food like
aquatic insects, larvae and small invertebrates, with
little competition. The Himalayan brown dippers are
solitary and territorial birds, and only migrate short
distances up and down their altitudinal range with
changes in weather. They are often seen perched on
rocks in the middle of streams, bobbing or ‘dipping’
up and down — a behaviour that is thought to help
them spot prey underwater, and also gives them their
common name: ‘dipper’. While they can also feed in
shallow waters or along the banks, the requirement
of extra food during the mating season compels
them to dive into deeper waters in search of prey.

The bird serves as an important bioindicator —

species whose presence and health reflect the
overall quality of its surrounding environment.
Clean, unpolluted and well-oxygenated water is
essential for the aquatic insects and larvae that the
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bird feeds on, meaning the dipper thrives only in
pristine river ecosystems. Conversely, their absence
can indicate pollution, reduced water flow, or
ecological degradation, making them a valuable
sentinel species for environmental monitoring.

Despite their inherently resilient nature, the

Himalayan brown dippers face several threats. The
construction of dams and diversion of rivers disrupt
their natural flow, altering habitats and reducing the
availability of prey. Loss of forest cover near
riverbanks leads to erosion and sedimentation,
while increased human activity, including
unsustainable tourism, waste disposal and
construction too close to streams and rivers, disturbs
its nesting and feeding areas.Due to climate change,
rising temperatures and melting glaciers are altering
river dynamics, affecting the habitat and food
sources. In lower altitudes of its habitat, industrial
waste, agricultural runoff and untreated sewage also

Beyond bans

.

s will

tend to reduce water quality, affecting the
availability of prey.

On the banks of the Falachan river though, all was

well for now, the crystal-clear water wearing dual
shades of milky white and emerald green as it roared
down the valley. The dipper seemed to be delighting
in these pristine surroundings as much as its
observer, making several dives into the frigid water,
welcoming the bountiful harvest that lay
underneath.The Himalayan brown dipper, with its
unique adaptations and vital ecological role, is more
than just a bird — it is a silent steward of mountain
rivers. Its survival is intertwined with the well-being
of some of the planet’s most fragile and vital
ecosystems, and the communities that depend on it.
As we marvel at the dipper’s ability to navigate
rushing torrents, let it also remind us of nature’s
ingenuity and resilience — and our responsibility to
protect and nurture it.

THE move by Australia to ban social media access for children under 16 has reignited global discussions on safequarding young minds. While a similar ban in

THE move by Australia to ban social media
access for children under 16 has reignited
global discussions on safeguarding young
minds. While a similar ban in India might seem
appealing, implementing it would be a
logistical nightmare. Instead, a more balanced
approach is essential to protect children from
the psychological and social harms of excessive
social media use. Studies, including those from
the American Psychological Association,
highlight the negative impacts of unregulated
social media usage on adolescents, such as
anxiety, depression and poor self-esteem. The
rise in cyberbullying, body image issues and
sleep disorders further exacerbates the

India might seem appealing, implementing it would be a logistical nightmare. Instead, a more...

within us. Once we are at peace with ourselves,
we are also at peace with the world around us. We
are tolerant towards others and more forgiving
towards those who fail to meet our expectations.

problem, affecting millions of young users. However,
imposing an outright ban may inadvertently push children
towards unsafe, unregulated platforms, as experts warn.

Afterall, we are all human, only human!

The year 2024 is the birth centenary of Nissim Ezekiel.

Forme, as his daughter, it is a time to celebrate his life The centenary celebrations have been ongoing

firstly as a father, and then for the immense legacy he
left for the literary world and his mentorship of many
younger poets like Dom Moraes, Adil Jussawalla,
Gieve Patel, Menka Shivdasani, Ranjit Hoskote and
Sudeep Sen. He placed special emphasis on the craft
of writing and on attention to careful and thoughtful
revision of'a poem. He created a space for poetry, both
the reading of'it at the PEN office in Bombay, and the
publishing of poetry.In ‘Modern Indian Poetry in
English’ (1987), the first comprehensive overview of
the field, American scholar Bruce King presented
Ezekiel as a watershed in the evolution of Indian
poetry in English; the poet who “brought a sense of
discipline, self-criticism and mastery to Indian
English poetry”, separating poetry as a “hobby,
something done in spare moments” from poetry as a
vocation, to be pursued with “craftsmanship and
purposefulness”.Ezekiel was a poet, playwright,
editor, art and television critic, translator and
professor. He wrote hundreds of book reviews and
essays on poetry, travelling extensively in India and
overseas on invitation, reading his poetry and
speaking at literary events. He was invited as visiting
professor at the University of Leeds in 1964 and
Writer-in-Residence at the University of Singapore.
By common consensus, he is remembered as the
‘Father of post-colonial Indian writing in English’,
specifically in the field of poetry. He is also fondly
known as the ‘poet of Bombay’.

He was born in 1924 into a Bene Israel Indian-Jewish
family in Bombay, a city he loved dearly and never

India must instead focus on promoting healthy social media

habits. First, schools can play a pivotal role by
incorporating digital literacy into the curriculum,
teaching children to navigate the online world
responsibly. Second, Internet service providers should
offer parental controls at the network level, making it

Nissim Ezekiel, my father

If | could pray, the gist of my Demanding would be simply this: Quietude. The ordered mind. Erasure of the inner lie,
And only love in every kiss. (From ‘Prayer 1’ by Nissim Ezekiel) The year 2024 is the birth...

wanted to leave. My father passed away in 2004.

throughout the year. They began with The Nissim
Ezekiel Poetry Crawl hosted by Saranya
Subramanian, where people walked through the
iconic city and poetic landmarks, stopping to read
Ezekiel’s poetry, and experiencing Bombay
through the poet’s lens. This was a part of the
Mumbai Kala Ghoda Literature Festival held in
January.In August, the Sahitya Akademi held a
seminar on Nissim Ezekiel’s impact on Indian
poetry in English. An interview conducted by Prof
Malashri Lal with me about the centennial
celebration volume ‘Nissim Ezekiel, Poet &
Father’ compiled by me, edited by Vinita Agrawal
and published by Pippa Rann Books, was part of
the inaugural session.My father was a strong
influence in my life in terms of the values and
principles he held dear. He was always concerned
about the welfare of others, especially the poor
and the downtrodden. He himself was a simple
man with few needs and a single-minded devotion
to poetry. My name, ‘Kavita’, is the first bond I
had with my father. My mother told me that he
rejoiced at my birth as if he had written his best
poem!Though he never directly helped me with
my writing, he would bring a variety of books and
magazines home to encourage us to read widely. He
knew I was writing poetry from the age of nine and
was proud of that. He felt if he helped me with my
work, it would mean to the world that he was
promoting his daughter. He did not feel that was the
right choice to make. So, professionally, he was not
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involved in my writing. I attended his poetry
readings, and he was my professor when [ was doing
my Master’s degree at the University of
Bombay.Among my many poignant memories of him
are of his daily routine and humour. At night, long
after all the day’s work, I could hear the creak of the
old wooden stairs at 11 pm. His voice still rings in my

easier for parents to manage their children’s online
exposure without constant supervision. Moreover, tech
companies must be held accountable. Stricter
regulations should mandate social media platforms to
enforce age verification and provide age-appropriate
content. Partnerships between the government, civil
society and technology providers can also create
awareness campaigns highlighting the risks of
excessive screen time and encouraging offline
activities.

India can also learn from global examples by setting up an
independent regulatory body to monitor and address
digital safety concerns. Such a framework would not
only protect children but also preserve their creative
outlets and support networks, which are crucial for their

development. In the face of rapid digital transformation,

safeguarding India’s youth from the ills of social media is
not just a challenge — it is a responsibility that demands
urgent, collaborative action.

ear, “Kavitam!”, and I would know that he was home.
His day was far from over. I’d see the lights in his
room sometimes at 3.30 am. [ would make my way to
his room, knock, and call out, “Daddy, it’s late. You
should get some sleep.” Sleep or not, he was at the
PEN office by 9 am.He took the train from Bombay
Central to Churchgate after a 15-minute walk down
broken sidewalks from my grandmother’s home
where he lived.He never complained about anything,
whether it was too hot, the train too crowded, or
whether there was a caterpillar in his food at a
restaurant one day! Finding the little creature in his
food, he turned to a friend and exclaimed, “That must
have been one very hungry caterpillar!” I promptly
bought the children’s book with the same name by
Eric Carle. It is now one of the most beloved books on
my shelf!The poets my father admired were Rainer
Maria Rilke, EE Cummings, TS Eliot, Ezra Pound
and WB Yeats. He loved the writings of Henry David
Thoreau.When I retired after more than four decades
of teaching, I was able to devote more time to
studying his poetry in-depth. I realised that
subconsciously, my poetry, like my father’s, was
about ordinary things and personal experiences.
However, [ will readily admit that it would take me
many lifetimes to become a poet of his stature.We
each have our unique journeys, and [ am humbled and
proud to be his daughter. My father had a gift, one that
he readily shared with others, giving generously his
time and money to help them on their poetic journeys.
Many of his poems are cherished by me, but if  have
to single out one, it would be ‘Poet, Lover,
Birdwatcher’:
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Switching jobs You should
not ignore this EPFO advice

NEW DELHI If you're changing jobs, the Employees
Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has an
important guideline. It has mentioned that one does
not need to generate a new Universal Account
Number (UAN) when leaving one’s previous job.

A UAN is a 12-digit number that serves as a unique
identifier for your EPF account, ensuring your
provident fund (PF) remains linked to you across
different employers. This information is crucial for a
smooth job transition and uninterrupted access to
your retirement funds.If you have been assigned
multiple UANs, you should consolidate all your
previous employment details into your current UAN
using the ‘One Member One EPF Account’ feature on
the EPFO portal.

HERE’'SHOW YOU CANDOIT

If you have multiple UANS, transfer the balance and
service details from your old UAN(s) to your current
UAN by submitting Form-13 online.

If your personal details (such as name, date of birth, or
gender) are incorrect or do not match your Aadhaar
details in the old UAN, you must get them updated by
your previous employer.Once corrected, link your
UAN to your Aadhaar. If the details are correct, you
can directly link your UAN with Aadhaar via the
eKYC portal. EPFO has also set a deadline for
employers to activate Aadhaar-based UANs for their
employees by November 30. This activation is
necessary to access services like PF, pension,
insurance, and employment linked incentives.

STEPS TO ACTIVATE YOUR UAN ON THE EPFO
PORTAL

Click on the ‘Activate UAN’ link under Important
Links.Enter your UAN, Aadhaar number, name, date
of birth, and Aadhaar-linked mobile number.

Ensure your mobile number is linked to Aadhaar to
access EPFO’s digital services.Agree to the Aadhaar
OTP verification and click on ‘Get Authorisation
PIN’ to receive an OTP on your Aadhaar-linked
mobile number.

Sensex, Nifty open lower as
growth concerns loom
ahead of key RBI decision

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock market indices
opened lower on Monday as cautious investor
sentiment prevailed following the release of GDP
data last week and the upcoming RBI rate cut
decision.

The S&P BSE Sensex was down 228.52 points to
79,574.27, while the NSE Nifty50 lost 101.55 points
to 24,029.55 as of 9:35 AM.Dr. V K Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit Financial
Services said that the Q2 GDP shocker of 5.4% will
weigh on markets but the impact is unlikely to be big
since part of the declining growth was factored-in by
the market after the disappointing Q2 results.CSo, a
sharp cut in the market, if it happens, can be an
opportunity to buy since the DIIs will continue to
buy during dips. The question is: what to buy.
Segments like pharma, telecom and digital
companies, which are not impacted by the
slowdown can be bought on declines. In the context
of the growth slowdown, the RBI is likely to cut the
CRR on 6th December. The MPC is unlikely to cut
rates when CPl inflation is running at 6.2%. CRR cut
will be positive for banks and, therefore, banking
stocks are likely to be resilient," he added.

Growth in gross GST
collection slows to 8.5% to
Rs 1.82 L cr in November

NEW DELHI. The gross GST collection in November
grew at 8.5% year-on-year to R1.82 lakh crore
largely on the back of healthy accrual from domestic
transactions. However, it is lower than the October
collection of R1.87 lakh crore, which was the second
highest monthly collection recorded in GST. The
domestic GST revenue grew by 9.4% during the
month, while import GST revenue growth of 5.4%.

This is the third month in a row that gross GST
collections have shown single digit growth, showing
that a fatigue has set in as far as GST collections have
been concerned. Even the festive months of October
(when gross collections showed a growth of 8.9%)
and November have failed to give a boost to the
collections.However, net GST collections (net off
refunds) grew by 11.1% to R1.63 lakh crore as
refunds during the period declined by 9%. Total
gross collections in the April-November period grew
by 9.3% to R14.56 lakh crore, while net collections
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during the period grew by 9.2% to R12.91 lakh crore.

According to Vivek Jalan, Partner, Tax Connect
Advisory Services LLP, the divergence in growth of
income tax (15%) and GST (9.3%) in the April-
November period seem to suggest that even if
income levels are growing in India, consumption is
notaligned accordingly.

...the year-to-date GST collections growth is also
below the budgeted growth,” says Jalan, adding that
this may require some food for thought for the GST
Council as it meets on 21 December. MS Mani,
Partner, Deloitte India, highlights the fact that slower
growth in some large states like Haryana (2%), UP &
MP (5%), as well the negative growth in Rajasthan (-
1%) & AP (-10%).This should be an area of concern
as these states have significant manufacturing
presence, he says.

What makes loans against gold jewellery hit among borrowers

A slew of factors led by the

increasing financial distress

of households, requlatory

curbs on personal loans &

rising prices of the yellow

metal are driving the mkt

MUMBALI: The disbursal of loans against

gold in the first seven months of the
financial year has grown by an
astounding 50%. Many analysts see this

factor driving this segment. Also, being a
fully secured loan product, unlike
unsecured personal loans, banks charge
only under-10% interest, while gold loan
NBFCs charge much higher, 1.2% a
month for three months. If not unpledged
in the third month, the interest rate spikes
to 2%. In the former scenario, a borrower
pays 1.4% on an annualised basis and
24% in the case of the second event.

According to the latest Reserve Bank data

on sectoral deployment of credit, banks’
loans against gold jewellery have grown
by a whopping 50.4% in the first seven
months of this fiscal to Rs 1,54,282 crore
as of October 18, 2024, up a full 56% on-
year and from Rs 1,02,562 crore end-
March 2024. In the same period in
October 2023, the growth was only 13%.

as asign of deepening financial distress of  And thisstupendous growth for banks has

the households.However, there are also
other factors as well driving the growth in
this segment. The regulatory pushback
against unsecured personal loans being
one of the primary factors. Every other
segment of personal loans grew in mid-
single digit during this period at a low
3.3%.Ease of getting a loan against gold
jewellery, the price of which had sniffed
at Rs 8,000/gram late October is another

come mostly at the cost of standalone
players like the three Muthoot group
entities, Manappuram Finance, IIFL
Finance and a host of other non-bank
lenders.While standalone players began
to face growth headwinds after the
November 2023 RBI circular asking
banks to set aside 25 percentage points
(125% in total) more money as risk
weights for their loans to NBFCs played a

big role in their lower growth in the assets
side. As a result, as of October 18, the
bank credit to NBFCs have shrunk by
0.7% to Rs 1.5 lakh crore during the first
seven months of the year.While banks
control 82% of the market, with NBFCs
having only 18% of the total gold loan
pie, the latter control as much as 62% of
the retail gold loan market, with banks
controlling the rest, according to a recent
Icra Ratings report.Bankers attribute this
massive spike in gold loans to several
factors, including a shift from NBFCs and
a preference for secured loans over
unsecured ones.They also attribute the

rise in their gold books to the increase in
gold prices, which provide borrowers
an opportunity to repay old loans and
secure higher new loans.According to
an Icra analysis, the organised gold
market is expected to cross R10-lakh
crore-mark this fiscal from Rs 9.2 lakh
crore in FY24 and will grow 50% more
to scale the Rs 15-lakh crore- mark by
FY27.This growth will continue to be
driven by public sector banks, mostly
by their agriculture loans that are
backed by gold ornaments. As much as
71% of their gold loan book is agri
loans, which come at a subsidised rate
along with a Rs 3 lakh cap on single
borrower accounts.

Also, this higher growth comes against the

RBI last month directing banks and non-
banks into gold loans to review their loan
policies and procedures, instructing them
to rectify any deficiencies within three
months.In the personal loan segment, the
year-to-date growth in home loans was a
low 5.6% at Rs 28.7 lakh crore as of
October 18. The on-year home loan
growth was 12.1%, compared to 36.6% in
October 2023.The next highest growth
rate was in credit card outstanding, which
rose by 9.2% in seven months to Rs 2.

What investors can look

Explained: Why Ola Electric share price
jumped after falling 5% in early trade

NEW DELHI. Shares of Ola Electric
have recovered sharply after
tumbling 5.5% in early trade on
Monday, following a sharp 33% drop
in November sales to 27,746 units.
The decline shows intensifying
competition in the electric vehicle
(EV) market, with rivals TVS and
Bajaj Auto narrowing the
gap.However, shares of Ola Electric
witnessed a sharp recovery at around
11:11 am, trading 3.01% higher at Rs
90.05.Despite the drop in sales, Ola
retained its leadership with a 25.09%
market share in November, ahead of
TVS at 23.55% and Bajaj Auto at
22.59%.TVS registered 26,036 units,
while Bajaj Auto recorded 24,978
units. However, the overall EV market
also saw an 18% dip in registrations
compared to October, reflecting a post-
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festive slowdown.

Ola's market share has fluctuated
significantly in 2024, peaking at 49.8%
in May before dropping to 28.6% in
September and recovering to 31% in
October due to festive offers.

Year-to-date, Ola remains the top player
with 392,176 units sold, commanding a
37% share. TVS follows with a 19.5%
share, and Bajaj Auto holds 16.6%.

Ather Energy accounts for 11% of
the market, crossing the one lakh
unit mark.

Financially, Ola reported a net loss of
Rs 495 crore for Q2 FY25,
narrowing from Rs 524 crore a year
ago but widening from Rs 347 crore
in the preceding quarter. Revenue
from operations grew 39% year-on-
year to Rs 1,214 crore, but
operating losses (EBITDA)
increased sequentially to Rs 223

crore from Rs 65 crore in Q1 FY25.The

EBITDA margin improved to -28.4%

compared to -46% a year ago,

signalling operational challenges. Ola’s
shares have declined sharply over the
past three months, underperforming the
broader market. On Friday, its shares
closed at Rs 87.40 on the BSE, down
5.9%, even as the Sensex gained 0.96%.

Carmakers, except Hyundai,
report surge in November sales

NEW DELHI. Most carmakers, with the
exception of Hyundai Motor India Ltd
(HMIL), reported year-on-year growth
in November wholesales. However, on
a sequential basis, most companies
saw a significant decline, as festive
demand tapered off and buyers,
despite attractive discounts,
hesitated to make big-ticket

purchases.The country’s largest "

carmaker - Maruti Suzuki’s -
domestic passenger vehicle (PV)
wholesales grew by 5% last month
to 1,41,312 units as compared to
1,34,158 units in the year-ago

month. Month-on-month basis, it 1

was a big dip given that Maruti, |
backed by festive demand, had sold
nearly R1.60 lakh units in October
2024.Korean brand Hyundai
registered total wholesales of

61,252 units (Domestic: 48,246
units and Export: 13,006 units) in
November 2024. On an annual
basis, sales were down by 2.4% last
month as the carmaker had dispatched
49,451 wunits in November 2023.
Hyundai’s exports fell sharply by
20.5% last month.Commenting on
HMIL sales, Tarun Garg, Whole-time

Director and Chief Operating Officer,
HMIL said, “HMIL’s push towards
fortifying SUV supremacy continued
in November with SUVs contributing

68.8% of our total Domestic sales. We
also bolstered HMIL’s presence in the
hinterland of India, by achieving the
highest ever monthly rural contribution
of 22.1% in November.”Tata Motors
Passenger vehicle (PV) wholesales,

including electric vehicles, grew by 2%

to 47,117 units as against 46,143 units
in November 2023. Within this,
domestic PV dispatches saw a 2%
uptick to 47,063 units compared to
46,068 units in the same month last
year.

| Toyota Kirloskar Motor (TKM)

continues to post a robust growth
trajectory, recording sales of 25,586
units in November 2024, a 44%
increase over the same period last
year.

Sabari Manohar — Vice President, Sales-
Service-Used Car Business, Toyota
Kirloskar Motor said, “The year 2024
has exceeded our expectations and we
are gearing up to close it on a strong
note, with a continued focus on
redefining customer experience to
effectively meet evolving market
demands.”JSW MG Motor
announced wholesale figures of 6019
units in November 2024. Compared to

November 2023, this is a year-on-year

growth of 20 %. MG Windsor, India’s

first intelligent CUV, maintains its
strong demand, leading the company’s

EV sales for the second consecutive

month with 3144 units sold.

forward to in 2025

NEW DELHI. Investing is all about
understanding the tailwinds and headwinds. Your
flight to financial prosperity depends on your
ability to understand the impact of these
conditions. You may choose not to dive deep and
rely on professionals to figure it out.

Those who manage your money carefully analyse
the financial market situation. Since today’s
prices are a function of tomorrow’s profits, all
numbers that could influence future profit growth
are crunched. From the analysis thus far, the
picture is a bit hazy for your investments in 2025.

Inflation and interest ratesThe macroeconomic data
shows India’s economic growth is slowing, and
inflation is stubbornly high. Analysts are revising
growth estimates downwards for the financial
year 2024-25, and inflation estimates upwards.
Food inflation refuses to remain in check.The
Reserve Bank of India’s monetary policy
committee will likely be under intense pressure
from the government in 2025 to bring down
borrowing rates. The government and the RBI
may have differing views on the issue. The
government may want RBI to lower borrowing
rates to stimulate growth.

However, the RBI committee will likely continue
inflation targeting to ensure India’s economy is
not overheated.Even at the slowest level in
several quarters, India is the fastest-growing large
economy and will continue to remain so in 2025.
The chances of interest rates rapidly going down
in 2025 look dim. That means the cost of your
loans is likely to stay the same. You may get
concessions on refinancing. Banks can offer
attractive terms to move your existing loan to
them. The year 2025 may be when you could
probably bring down the average cost of
borrowing. You may want to discuss that with
your financial advisor.

Stock markets in 2025

India is no longer the only attractive market for
foreign portfolio investors. While they may not
sell as aggressively as they did in 2024, US
markets will remain the focus of global investors.
If returns in American stocks remain attractive,
India may see money move out.At the same time,
share prices in China remain cheap despite the
rally.In 2025, more money could flow into China
as it remains the cheapest stock market among all
emerging markets. India continues to remain the
most expensive market in terms of price-earnings
multiple. At the same time, the US and China
have a declining inflation trend. That should
enable their central banks to bring down the cost
of borrowing. When that happens, more money
flows to equity assets. With US companies sitting
on a record amount of cash and the incoming US
presidential policy encouraging local
manufacturing and services, US equities could
remain an attractive proposition for global
investors.

Q2 GDP slowdown: What it means

for stock market investors

The GDP growth in the
second quarter of FY25
fell sharply to 5.4%, the
lowest in seven
quarters. Will this lead
to further turbulence on
Dalal Street?

NEWDELHI. India’s economy hitaspeed

bump in Q2 FY25, with GDP growth
slowing to 5.4%—the weakest in seven
quarters. For stock market investors
already navigating weak corporate
earnings and persistent foreign outflows,
this slowdown adds to the challenges on
Dalal Street.

As Sensex and Nifty slip 7-8% from their

peaks, brokerages have trimmed GDP
forecasts, hinting at potential market

In the context of the growth slowdown,

turbulence.Yet, analysts believe the dip
could open doors for savvy investors
eyeing long-term opportunities.

Strategist, Geojit Financial Services,
said, "The Q2 GDP shocker of 5.4%
will weigh on markets but the impact is
unlikely to be big since part of the
declining growth was factored-in by
the market after the disappointing Q2
results.""So, a sharp cut in the market,
if it happens, can be an opportunity to
buy since the DIIs will continue to buy
during dips. The question is: what to
buy. Segments like pharma, telecom
and digital companies, which are not
impacted by the slowdown can be
bought on declines," he added.

the RBI is likely to cut the CRR on 6th

December. The MPC is unlikely to cut
rates when CPI inflation is running at
6.2%. CRR cut will be positive for banks
and, therefore, banking stocks are likely
to be resilient."Prashanth Tapse, Senior
VP (Research), Mehta Equities Ltd also
agreed that the market remains buoyant
due to strong domestic investor

BROKERAGES

sentiment, despite concerns over slowing
GDP growth in Q2 FY25 to 5.4% and
rising retail inflation above 6%.

Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment "This week’s focus will be on the RBI’s

MPC outcome on Friday, with
expectations of a status quo on rates,
while US non-farm payrolls will also
draw attention," he added.

ON INDIA'S GDP

GROWTH

It may be noted that Goldman Sachs has cut

India’s FY25 GDP growth estimate by 40

basis points to 6%, while Nomura revised
it to 5.7%. UBS now projects 6.3%, and
Citi lowered its estimate to 6.4% from 7%
earlier.Despite these challenges, some see
a silver lining for long-term
investors. Resilience in
domestic consumption,
strength in services, and steady
public inflows suggest the
economy still has pockets of
stability, according to Dr. Vikas
Gupta of OmniScience Capital.
The second half of FY25 may
offer hope, driven by increased
government spending and
easing commodity prices.
Anand Rathi’s Sujan Hazra
expects GDP growth to
rebound to 7.7% in Q3 and
8.1% in Q4. Consumption
growth, though softer, remains steady at
6%, while stabilising crude prices could
ease pressure on net exports.The
slowdown also brings the Reserve Bank
of India into focus. While a rate cut at the
December 6 meeting seems unlikely,
analysts expect a CRR reduction that
could bolster banking stocks.
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Delhi's AQI drops to below 300 after a month

f
»0n Sunday, out of

38 monitoring
stations in the

capital, 11 recorded
air quality in the

NEW DELHI. Delhi's Air Quality Index (AQI)
dropped below 300 for the first time on Sunday
after a month as dry northwesterly winds and
ample sunlight aided in the dispersion of
pollutants. The air quality in the national
capital has oscillated between "very poor"
(AQI between 301-400) and "severe" (over
400) categories for the past 32 days.Delhi's
24-hour average Air Quality Index (AQI)
was recorded at 285 at 4 PM on Sunday, an |
improvement to the "poor" category.

The city's air quality was last recorded in the
"poor" category on October 29, with an AQI
of 268, according to data from the Central

between 301 and 400 as "very poor", and over
400 as "severe".The primary pollutant on
Sunday was PM2.5, with levels recorded at
114 pg/m 3 at 6 PM.These fine particles pose
significant health risks as they can penetrate
deep into the lungs and enter the bloodstream.

Smog and moderate fog are expected in the
morning, with wind speeds increasing to less
than 8 kmph in the afternoon, before
decreasing again to below 4 kmph in the
evening and night.Smog or shallow fog is
likely to persist in the evening, with a clear sky
during the day.

Mahesh Palawat, vice president of
meteorology at Skymet, attributed the
improvement in air quality to consistent
dry northwesterly winds since Saturday,
blowing at approximately 8 km/hr. These
winds remained active overnight and
increased to 15 km/hr on Sunday, aiding in

BJP to launch
‘Parivartan Yatra’
from December & to

|

Delhi BJP president Virendra Sachdeva
emphasised that these rallies will be a foot
march rather than a vehicle procession,
allowing one-to-one interaction with 20,000
families in each constituency.
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NEW DELHI. BIJP will launch the Parivartan
Yatra across all assembly constituencies in Delhi

starting from December 8 and concluding on
December 20.

Led by Former Delhi BIP President Satish
Upadhyay, the yatra will cover all 70 assembly
constituencies. Each yatra will start in the
moming and conclude with a corner public
meeting in the evening, covering one
parliamentary constituency at a time.

Delhi BJP president Virendra Sachdeva emphasised
that these rallies will be a foot march rather than a
vehicle procession, allowing one-to-one
interaction with 20,000 families in each
constituency.

He added that the BJP has a
history of reaching the
masses through such |
campaigns, and this yatra |
will be a major effort to
connect with people on a
large scale.Upadhyay |
criticised the AAP |
government in Delhi,
alleging corruption,
extortion, threats, and
attempts to create fear
among citizens. He said
that Delhi is now ready for a change of power, and
people are determined to oust the current
dispensation, which he described as “anti-
national.”

He further stated that the BJP will convey its
message to the people through the yatra, which
will last for nearly two weeks. Upadhyay
mentioned that the yatra will start from prominent
places of worship in each assembly constituency
and will include participation from national BJP
leaders. During the yatra, the BJP has planned to
interact with local organisations, RWAs, NGOs,
senior citizens, key voters, sportspersons,
distinguished individuals, and women. The day’s
yatra will end with a public gathering in the
evening. The saffron party started its campaign a
little late, given the fact that AAP and Congress
kicked off their respective campaigns last month.

Kejriwal’s party has been holding padyatras and
‘Revdi Pe Charcha’ (discussion on freebies)
across Delhi for nearly a month. The party aims to

Pollution Control Board (CPCB).On s
Saturday, the AQI was 346 in the "very UN AT
poor" category. The air quality slipped from
"poor" to the "very poor" category on October
30 and stayed there for 15 consecutive days
before deteriorating further into the "severe"
category.

On Sunday, out of 38 monitoring stations in the
capital, 11 recorded air quality in the "very
poor" category, while the remaining 27
recorded it in the "poor" category, according to
the Sameer app.The CPCB classifies AQI
between 0 and 50 as "good", between 51 and
100 as "satisfactory”, between 101 and 200 as
"moderate", between 201 and 300 as "poor",

AAP MLA Naresh Balyan sent to two-day
police custody in extortion case

The police argued that custodial interrogation was vital to unravel the conspiracy,
trace the gangster’s whereabouts, and dismantle the extortion syndicate.

NEW DELHI. A Delhi court, on
Sunday, sent AAP MLA Naresh
Balyan to two days of police custody in
connection to an extortion case
registered against him last year. The
case, which has drawn a lot of public
attention, has been marked to the
MP/MLA court of Judge Paras Dalal.

During the hearing, the Delhi Police
sought five days of Balyan’s custody,
alleging his non-cooperation during
the investigation. They emphasised the
necessity of obtaining his voice sample
to verify its match with an alleged
audio recording of a conversation
between Balyan and notorious
gangster Kapil Sangwan, also known
as Nandu.

The police argued that custodial

the dispersion of pollutants. Furthermore,
the absence of dense fog in the region
allowed ample sunlight to reach the
surface, which helped scatter pollutants and
gases as the mixing height stayed relatively
high.It was a sunny Sunday for Delhi
residents, with the daytime temperature
recorded at 27 degrees Celsius, a notch above
normal, according to the IMD. Humidity
fluctuated between 93 per cent and 63 per cent
during the day. The weather department has
forecasted moderate fog for Monday, with the
maximum and minimum temperatures
expected to settle at 27 and 11 degrees Celsius,
respectively.

" "
very poor category,

while the remaining
27 recorded it in the
"poor” category,
according to the

Vehicular emissions, as reported by the Centre's
Decision Support System (DSS) for Air
Quality Management, are typically updated
daily at noon.However, data for Saturday and
Sunday was unavailable on the website until 4
PM, with the most recent estimate reflecting
Friday's contribution, accounting for 21.6 per
cent of Delhi's pollution.

The Air Quality Early Warning System for Delhi
observed that the predominant surface wind on
Monday morning is likely to come from the
northwest direction at speeds below 4 kmph.

Sameer app.

Bike Hits Woman, Moments
Later It Gets Hit By Truck

'ﬁ
In UP, 2 Injured &

concludes.

However, Balyan’s legal team termed
the arrest “illegal” and “politically
motivated”. They argued that the
arrest grounds were not provided to
Balyan in writing at the time of his
detention — a violation of procedural
requirements.

Meanwhile, the police’s remand

application highlighted the MLA’s
alleged involvement in a nexus with
Sangwan, claiming Balyan
I ,' facilitated extortion activities.
, Police, in its remand copy, expressed
concerns about public outrage, citing
fears among business owners and
common citizens over elected
representatives allegedly colluding
with criminals.

New Delhi. CCTV footage from a road in Uttar
Pradesh's Kaushambi shows the moment when a
woman was nearly run over by a truck. The short clip
of the footage has gone viral on social media. The
footage shows a woman walking on the side of the
narrow road. The traffic appears to be light, with no
congestion. A few seconds into the video, a bike was
seen coming from behind the pedestrian. A man was

riding it, and a woman in ared saree was riding pillion.
The rider brushes past the pedestrian, which makes him
lose balance. The bike skids for a few metres.
Shockingly, a truck was coming from behind. While
the man falls on the side of the road, the woman falls in
front of the rear tyres. Police said both were injured

hold 65,000 meetings in every street,

interrogation was vital to unravel the
conspiracy, trace the gangster’s
whereabouts, and dismantle the
extortion syndicate.

The court, while granting two days of

police custody, directed that an
application for Balyan’s voice sample
be filed after the remand period

“The arrest is essential to recover

mobile phones used in the crime and

prevent the accused from
intimidating witnesses or victims,” the
remand papers stated.

neighbourhood, and society before the election.
Similarly, Congress has already conducted two
phases of campaigning. They launched the first
phase of their campaign, Delhi Nyay Yatra, on
November 8 and the second on November 16.

critically. They are being treated in hospital.

Police launch anti-drug
campaign, vow to make city
narcotics-free by 2027

As per a joint survey conducted by the Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment and AIIMS, drug abuse is more prevalent in
the Delhi-NCR reqion compared to the national average.

CM Atishi urges L-G to approve rehlrmg of bus marshals

M S NEW DELHI. Chief Minister Afishi has

)ACCO rd ing to (M written to the lieutenant governor (L-G) VK

Saxena requesting the immediate approval
e . of a proposal to reinstate over 10,000 bus
Atishi, the
appointment of bus

marshals in Delhi. She emphasised the
critical role these marshals play in ensuring

marshals led to the

apprehension of

women’s safety in public transport and
numerous miscreants,

expressed concern over the delay in
approving the proposal submitted on
November 13. In her letter, CM Atishi

and for the first time,

women hegan to feel

secure while travelling.

highlighted the challenges women faced

Delhi assembly polls: AAP faces tough bhattle as BJP,
Congress gear up for three-cornered fight

predatory behaviour were daily realities for
2015 and 2020 assembly elections,

women commuting on Delhi buses.
She wrote, “Our mothers, sisters, and

the AAP completely decimated the
Congress and the BJP. It was a

daughters felt unsafe, and stepping out for

work, school, or college was a daunting task.

This pain was felt in every household.”
She said that the Delhi government tackled this
issue by deploying over 10,000 bus
marshals, who worked diligently to ensure

wave of Arvind Kejriwal, which

recorded a massive victory over

his opponents, as the AAP got 67

out of 70 seats in 2015 and 62 in

2020. Riding on a wave of

popularity, the party ruled in the

public safety.

capital “spotlessly” till allegations
of liquor scam and expensive
renovation at the CM’s residence
and money laundering cases were

government. CM Atishi pointed out that
these officers conspired first to withhold the
salaries of the marshals and then, on October
31, 2023, terminated their employment
A& altogether
n‘\(; /Q' Despite the Delhi government’s plea for strict
action against these officers, CM Atishi
stated, “Instead of being held accountable,
these officers were rewarded with
promotions.”She added that the termination
of bus marshals has not only deprived
10,000 families of their livelihoods but also
compromised the safety of women travelling
on buses. In her plea to the L-G, CM Atishi
said, “Stripping these marshals of their jobs
has weakened the safety net that empowered
millions of women to travel fearlessly every
day.” The chief minister informed the L-G
that the Delhi government had passed a
proposal on November 13, 2024, to
reappoint the marshals and had submitted it
to his office. However, she expressed her
frustration over the lack of response.

According to CM Atishi, their efforts led to the
apprehension of numerous miscreants, and
for the first time, women began to feel secure
while travelling. She noted, “These marshals
became a beacon of hope, instilling
confidence in women and assuring them that
no anti-social element would trouble them.”

However, the letter expressed dismay over the
subsequent actions of certain officers acting
under the directives of the central

NEW DELHI. The Delhi Police has launched a month-
long pilot project aimed at making the capital
completely drug-free within the next three years. Senior
officers say that during this month, the focus will be on
taking strict action against the drug traffickers while
simultancously appealing to all sections of society to
raise awareness and reduce the demand for drugs.

The police have also decided to give suitable rewards to
the public who share information. Special
Commissioner of Police (Crime) Devesh Chandra
Srivastav said as part of its campaign against illegal
drug traffickers and suppliers active in the capital, the
Delhi Police is not only seizing illegal narcotics and
arresting drug peddlers on a daily basis but also
dismantling the network of active traffickers by
confiscating their properties and initiating preventive
detention proceedings under the PITNDPS Act.

The PIT-NDPS Act 1988 provides for the preventive
detention of repeat offenders, which is termed an
effective method in dealing with the drug menace. Once
a preventive detention order is issued under the said act,
the illegally acquired properties of the said person are
liable for forfeiture.

Delhi has varied problems, and the infiltration of drugs
and its abuse is of prime concern. As per a joint survey
conducted by the Ministry of Social Justice and

New Delhi.The BIP was in power in
Delhi between 1993 and 1998 and
has given three Chief Ministers —
Sahib Singh Verma, Madan Lal
Khurana and Sushma Swaraj —
during that period. The Delhi
voters, however, in 1998, chose
Congress’ Sheila Dikshit, and their
preference remained intact for 15
years. Dikshit made a hat-trick of
winning back-to-back assembly
elections, keeping aspirations of
the saffron party at bay.

Congress and the BJP have been trying to
revive their chances of staging a
comeback in Delhi. The AAP is also
leaving no stone unturned to save its
citadel as the party has started its ‘Revdi
Pe Charcha’ (discussion on freebies)
campaign. The Atishi-led Delhi
government recently also increased the
scope of the old-age pension, adding
80,000 more beneficiaries. The BIJP,
which has won all the seven Lok Sabha
seats in 2014, 2019 and 2024 General
Elections, has also hit the ground running

Empowerment and AIIMS, drug abuse is more
prevalent in the Delhi-NCR region compared to the
national average and to tackle the menace, the Delhi
Police is leaving no stone unturned to put a plug to the
problem. Notably, the 9th state level committee
meeting of NCORD was convened on November 20 at
Delhi Secretariat under the chairmanship of Delhi’s
Chief Secretary. Subsequently, a review meeting was
held on November 26 at Raj Niwas under the
chairmanship of the LG VK Saxena. “The purpose of
this meeting was to review the decisions of the 9th State
Level Committee and discuss strategic measures to
eradicate drug trafficking and abuse in Delhi,” the
Special CPsaid.

After supporting the Congress from 1998
to 2008 Vidhan Sabha elections, many
voters began to feel disillusioned with
the grand old party, especially after a
series of alleged scams, such as the 2G
spectrum. And, with Anna Hazare,
Arvind Kejriwal and other activists
bursting onto the national scene with
their anti-corruption movement in 2011,
successfully channelling people’s angst
against the then Congress-led central
government, the party’s Delhi unit too
felt its repercussions. In the 2013

elections, the BJP won 32 seats while the
newly formed Arvind Kejriwal-led AAP
bagged 28 seats, and Congress finished
third with just eight seats.

The AAP, succeeding in snatching away

Congress’ vote bank, formed its
government in the capital city with
support coming from none other than its
“adversary” Congress. After resigning
from the chief minister’s post in just 49
days over Jan Lokpal Bill issue, Arvind
Kejriwal requested fresh elections for the
legislative assembly.Subsequently, in

levelled against the party born out of the
anti-corruption movement. Its top brass,
including the national convener, second-
in-command, one cabinet minister and a
Rajya Sabha MP, had spent time in jail,
ranging from six months to two years.
Now, all of them are out on bail, but many
of their colleagues have chosen different
paths or become rebels, posing tough
challenges to AAP dispensation ahead of
assembly elections, which are just
months away.Now, when the AAP is
going through a challenging phase, the

by holding demonstrations against
Kejriwal for the “costly” overhaul of the
CM’s official residence, which happened
during his tenure. The party’s Delhi unit
has also begun holding talks to select
candidates for each seat. Meanwhile,
Congress has kicked off its month-long
padyatra in various parts of the city,
hoping to win back its voter base. And
now, since three months are left in the
prestigious Delhi assembly polls, it
appears to be a three-cornered fight this
time.
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Who stole his phone?":
Bernie Sanders backs
Trump's DOGE initiative, Elon
Musk, netizens react

World. Senator Bernie Sanders showed his support
for US President-elect Donald Trump's Department
of Government Efficiency (DOGE) initiative on
Sunday, focusing on its potential to address
Pentagon spending. Sanders raised concerns about
the Pentagon's budget and recent audit failures.

“Elon Musk is right. The Pentagon, with a budget of
$886 billion, just failed its 7th audit in a row. It’s lost
track of billions,” Sanders posted on X. He linked
his support to the need for change in federal and
defence spending. “Last year, only 13 senators
voted against the Military Industrial Complex and a
defense budget full of waste and fraud. That must
change,” he added. Trump appointed Elon Musk and
Vivek Ramaswamy to lead DOGE, which aims to
identify wasteful spending within the government.
The initiative is set to conclude its work by July 4,
2026. DOGE will work with the White House and
Office of Management and Budget, but it is not a
formal government department.The Department of
Defence recently announced its seventh
consecutive audit failure. The department received
$824.3 billion in government funding for the 2024
fiscal year. Pentagon officials said that the audit did
not reveal significant fraud, as reported by the New
York Post.Sanders has consistently criticised US
defense spending. His stance aligns with other
progressives who advocate for increased social
spending. Representative Ro Khanna also
expressed willingness to collaborate on reducing
wasteful spending within the Department of
Defence. Representative Jared Moskowitz
suggested DOGE should also examine the
Department of Homeland Security.As a claimed
leftist and working-class advocate with close ties to
the Democratic Party, Sanders' support for DOGE, a
new policy under the Trump administration,
sparked mixed reactions on social media platform
X, with responses from Elon Musk, Matt Gaetz and
netizens.

Furthermore, Musk's America super PAC said,
“Sensible spending is not a partisan issue. The
general public supports DOGE holding government
accountable to spend taxpayer money more wisely."

Hitman Frederick Silva
offered $71,000 to kill
Canadian reporter who was
covering his trial, admits to
plot

World. A hitman offered a C$100,000 contract
(approximately Rs 6,020,189.11) to kill a crime
reporter working at the Montreal newspaper La
Presse in Canada.Frédérick Silva, already found
guilty of three murders and one attempted murder,
admitted to offering the contract to kill journalist
Daniel Renaud, as reported by newspaper La Presse.
Renaud was covering Silva’s trial in 2021.Silva
confessed to the plot after becoming a police
informant in 2022, revealing his criminal history to
authorities. La Presse learned about the threat
against Renaud through Silva’s confession to the
police.While in jail during his trial, Silva contacted
two organized crime figures about killing Renaud.
They reportedly hesitated, calling it a bad idea. The
contract remained active for about two months but
was never executed. Silva claimed he canceled it due
to having “more important issues to deal with.”

Quebec Premier Frangois Legault denounced the plot.
\"It makes no sense that in Quebec — we are not in a
movie — there is a contract placed on the head of a
journalist because he does his job,\" he said. He
added, \"This is not the Quebec we want,\" and
stressed the importance of continued police action
against organized crime.Renaud said he was
shocked by the news. \"I don't censor myself, but |
always exercise restraint so I don’t reveal details
about the private lives of criminals and avoid putting
lives in danger. So I never thought that I could have
ended up the subject of a contract like this,\" he
said.Silva is currently serving a life sentence. A
former colleague of Renaud and current provincial
politician, Vincent Marissal, described Renaud as a
“very rigorous person - not the type of guy who
makes a lot of noise in the newsroom but apparently
he can cause a lot of bother," he said. "That means
he's doing his job, but that's certainly no reason to
see aprice put on his head," he added.

Oxford's word of the year is
'brain rot'. What it means

World Brain rot" has been selected as Oxford's word
of the year for 2024, reflecting growing worries about
excessive social media usage and intellectually
unstimulating content. The selection process
involved over 37,000 public votes from a shortlist of
six words compiled by Oxford University Press,
which publishes the Oxford English Dictionary.

This annual recognition, previously awarded to terms
like "rizz" and "climate emergency", seeks to capture
the year's predominant sentiments and
developments. The term describes a perceived
decline in mental or intellectual capacity, particularly
attributed to excessive consumption of trivial or
undemanding online material, according to a report
from The Guardian.Oxford University Press noted
that the phrase gained significant traction in 2024,
specifically addressing worries about the effects of
consuming excessive amounts of poor-quality online
content, particularly on social media platforms. The
term's origins date back to 1854, first appearing in
Henry David Thoreau's "Walden".Casper Grathwohl,
president of Oxford Languages, said, "Brain rot
speaks to one of the perceived dangers of virtual life,
and how we are using our free time. It feels like a
rightful next chapter in the cultural conversation
about humanity and technology. It's not surprising
that so many voters embraced the term, endorsing it
as our choice this year."
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Khaleda Zia's Son Tarique Rahman
Acquitted In 2004 Deadly Grenade Attack

A two-member judge panel
scrapped Sunday the entire
2018 ruling for all 49 men,
following an appeal lodged by
the defendants.

Dhaka. Bangladesh's High Court on
Sunday acquitted former prime minister
Khaleda Zia's son, Tarique Rahman, and
48 others, overturning their verdicts in a
deadly 2004 grenade attack on a political
rally.

The ruling comes at a critical time as the
South Asian country suffers political
tension after longtime Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina fled the country to India in
August following a mass uprising that left
hundreds dead. Rahman serves as the
acting chairperson of Zia's Bangladesh
Nationalist Party while in self-exile in
London, and could become Bangladesh's

next leader if his party is voted into
power.

Rahman and the 48 others were found
guilty in 2018 in the attack targeting
arally held by supporters of Hasina,
who led the opposition at the time,
leaving two dozen people dead and
wounding about 300 others. A court
sentenced 19 of them to death while
Rahman got life in prison, with Zia's
party accusing the ruling
counterpart of being politically
motivated.

A two-member judge panel scrapped
Sunday the entire 2018 ruling for all 49
men, following an appeal lodged by the
defendants. Shishir Monir, a defence
lawyer, told reporters the court declared
the trial and verdict “illegal.” “As a result,
all defendants have been acquitted,” he
said. Zia, who ruled the country as prime
minister between 2001-2006, and Hasina
are the country's most powerful politicians
and longtime rivals.

Nobel Peace laureate Muhammad Yunus has

- nt -

been the country's interim leader since
Hasina left, but authorities have been
struggling to enforce order amid mob
justice, chaos and claims of systematic
targeting of minority groups, particularly
Hindus, which Yunus said are
"exaggerated." Hasina's Awami League
party blasted the court ruling in a
Facebook post on Sunday, saying it wasn't
“Yunus' Kangaroo court" and that the
people of Bangladesh would be the ones
trying those responsible for the attacks.

Zia's party welcomed Sunday's
ruling.

The attorney general's office
can appeal the ruling in the
Supreme Court. The Yunus-
led government has not
declared any timeframe for
the next election, but Rahman
and his party want the new
election sometime soon.
Meanwhile, Jamaat-e-Islami
party, which shared power
with Zia's party in 2001-2006
with important portfolios in

the Cabinet, said it wants to allow the

Yunus-led government to stay in power to

bring in reforms in various sectors before a

new election. Hasina faces charges of

crimes against humanity for deaths during
the summer's student-led uprising. The
interim government has sought help from

Interpol to arrest Hasina. It is not clear if

India will respond to any request from

Bangladesh for Hasina's extradition under

amutual treaty.

French Museum Invites Public To Visit Outgoing US President
Art Exhibition Naked, Here's Why

Peshawar. A ceasefire agreement has
been reached between two warring
tribes in Pakistan's restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province following days
of clashes between them that killed 130
people in the volatile Kurram district.

Deputy Commissioner Kurram
Javedullah Mehsud confirmed on
Sunday that peace has been established
across the conflict zones in the restive
Kurram district. The clashes between
Alizai and Bagan tribes in the district
started on November 22, after an attack
on a convoy of passenger vans near
Parachinar in which 47 people were
killed a day earlier. Several passengers
who had sustained grave injuries
succumbed later, raising the toll in the
convoy killing to 57. The death toll
from the violence surged to 130, with at
least six people killed and eight injured
on Sunday, as clashes in the volatile
Kurram district continued for the
eleventh consecutive day.

The district administration finally
succeeded in arranging a lasting
ceasefire on Sunday between two
warring tribes engaged in a lethal
gunfight, Mehsud said. In the
statement, the Deputy Commissioner

on Sunday said that the jirga (council of
the tribal leaders) would speak to elders
to reopen roads and sign a peace
agreement. Armed tribesmen were
removed from the firing posts while
police and forces have been deployed in
the region, Mehsud said. The latest
spell of violence, which continued for

the 11th consecutive day, has claimed at
least 130 lives and injured 186. The
recent episode of clashes began eight
days ago with ambushes on two
separate convoys under police escort.
Since then, violence between the
warring clans has escalated, with police
struggling to maintain control. The
Kurram region is facing a
communication blackout, with mobile
and internet services suspended and

educational institutions closed. The
closure of the main highway has not
only disrupted local transportation but
also caused a complete suspension of
trade with Afghanistan, particularly at
the Kharlachi border. Kohat division
elders and Parliamentarians would visit
Kurram district to ensure a peace
agreement between the warring tribes.
Previous efforts to mediate peace,
including a seven-day and ten-day
truce brokered by provincial officials
in November, have failed to hold.

A high-powered delegation, including
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Secretary
Nadeem Aslam Chaudhry and IGP
Akhtar Hayat Gandapur, had also
negotiated a ceasefire last weekend,
but violence resumed shortly
afterwards. A day earlier, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur emphasised the need for
establishing peace in the area and
ordered authorities to demolish
dugouts of rival tribes and seize their
weapons. The provincial chief
executive issued the directives during a
grand jirga, organised in Kohat district
on Sunday which was attended by
elders of the rival tribes.

Top 100 defence suppliers see hoost in arms
sales owing to wars, regional tension

World. Sales by major defence
equipment makers were
boosted in 2023 owing to war
and conflicts in Gaza and |
Ukraine and tension brewing
in Asia, with an increase
shown in the manufacturers
based in Russia and Middle
East, a report by a leading
think-tank said on Monday.A
report by the Stockholm
International Peace Research
Institute (SIPRI) has claimed
that world’s 100 largest arms
companies increased their
arms sales by 4.2% in 2023 to
$632 billion which was
mainly driven by wars and
regional tensions in some areas across
the globe.

The sales by these global arms giants saw
a dip of 3.5% in 2022 as they were not
able to meet the high demands due to
labour shortage, but many of them have

managed to meet the growing demand
of arms as they could set up their
production to the desired quantity in
2023, the report by SIPRI has
claimed.“Overall, smaller producers
were more efficient at responding to
new demand linked to the wars in Gaza

and Ukraine, growing tensions
in East Asia and rearmament
programmes elsewhere,”
SIPRI’s report stated.The
Russian companies on the list,
including Russian government
owned Rostec, alone
accounted for the biggest
combined rise of 40% to $26
billion, reported Reuters.
“There has been a marked
increase in arms sales in 2023,
and this trend is expected to
continue in 2024,” said
Lorenzo Scarazzato, a
researcher at SIPRI’s program
on military expenditure and
arms production.“The arms
revenues of the Top 100 arms
producers still did not fully reflect the
scale of demand, and many companies
have launched recruitment drives,
suggesting they are optimistic about
future sales,” Lorenzo added.

Biden Issues ‘Full And
Unconditional’ Pardon
To Son Hunter

World. Outgoing US President Joe Biden on

Sunday issued “a full and unconditional pardon”
to his son Hunter Biden,stating that he was
targeted solely because he is his son.“For my
entire career [ have followed a simple principle:

just tell the American people the truth. They’ll be

fair-minded. Here’s the truth: I believe in the

justice system, but as I have wrestled with this, |

also believe raw politics has infected this process
and it led to a miscarriage of justice — and once |
made this decision this weekend, there was no
sense in delaying it further,” Biden said in a
statement.Hunter Biden, who was convicted
earlier this year on federal gun and tax charges,
faced sentencing this month and was set to appear
in Delon, California, where he risked lengthy
prison sentences. He claims that he was selectively
and unfairly prosecuted, arguing that the charges
were politically motivated.From the day I took
office, I said I would not interfere with the Justice
Department’s decision-making, and I kept my
word even as I have watched my son being
selectively, and unfairly, prosecuted,” Biden
said.“Without aggravating factors like use in a
crime, multiple purchases, or buying a weapon as a
straw purchaser, people are almost never brought
to trial on felony charges solely for how they filled
out a gun form. Those who were late paying their
taxes because of serious addictions, but paid them
back subsequently with interest and penalties, are
typically given non-criminal resolutions. It is clear
that Hunter was treated differently,” US President
said, PTI reported.US president stated that the
charges in his son's cases were brought about only
after several political opponents in Congress
instigated them to attack him and oppose his
election.

“Then, a carefully negotiated plea deal, agreed to by

the Department of Justice, unraveled in the court
room —with a number of my political opponents in
Congress taking credit for bringing political
pressure on the process. Had the plea deal held, it
would have been a fair, reasonable resolution of
Hunter’s cases,” he added.“No reasonable person
who looks at the facts of Hunter’s cases can reach
any other conclusion than Hunter was singled out
only because he is my son — and that is wrong,” he
also said.

“There has been an effort to break Hunter — who has

been five and a half years sober, even in the face of
unrelenting attacks and selective prosecution. In
trying to break Hunter, they’ve tried to break me —
and there’s no reason to believe it will stop here.
Enough is enough,” he further added.

Biden pardons son Hunter despite previous pledges not to

WASHINGTON. President Joe Biden

In June, Biden categorically ruled out a

Y was set to begin.

pardoned his son, Hunter, on Sunday night,
sparing the younger Biden a possible prison
sentence for federal felony gun and tax
convictions and reversing his past promises
not to use the extraordinary powers of the
presidency for the benefit of his family
members.The Democratic president had
previously said he would not pardon his son
or commute his sentence after his
convictions in the two cases in Delaware
and California. The move comes weeks
before Hunter Biden was set to receive his
punishment after his trial conviction in the
gun case and guilty plea on tax charges, and
less than two months before President-elect
Donald Trump is set to return to the White
House.It caps a long-running legal saga for
the younger Biden, who publicly disclosed
he was under federal investigation in
December 2020 — a month after his
father's 2020 victory — and casts a pall
over the elder Biden's legacy. Biden, who
time and again pledged to Americans that
he would restore norms and respect for the
rule of law after Trump's first term in office,
ultimately used his position to help his son,
breaking his public pledge to Americans
that he would do no such thing.

pardon or commutation for his son, telling
reporters as his son faced trial in the
Delware gun case, "I abide by the jury
decision. I will do that and I will not
pardon him."As recently as Nov. 8, days
after Trump's victory, White House press
secretary Karine Jean-Pierre ruled out a
pardon or clemency for the younger
Biden, saying, "We've been asked that
question multiple times. Our answer
stands, which is no."In a statement
released Sunday evening, Biden said,
"Today, I signed a pardon for my son
Hunter," alleging that the prosecution of his
son was politically motivated and a
"miscarriage of justice."

"The charges in his cases came about only
after several of my political opponents in
Congress instigated them to attack me and
oppose my election," Biden said. "No
reasonable person who looks at the facts of
Hunter's cases can reach any other
conclusion than Hunter was singled out
only because he is my son.""I hope
Americans will understand why a father
and a President would come to this
decision," Biden added, claiming he made
the decision this weekend. The president

had spent the Thanksgiving holiday in
Nantucket, Massachusetts with Hunter and
his family, and was set to depart later
Sunday on what may be his last foreign trip
as president before leaving office on Jan.
20, 2025.Hunter Biden was convicted in
June in Delaware federal court of three
felonies for purchasing a gun in 2018 when,
prosecutors said, he lied on a federal form
by claiming he was not illegally using or
addicted to drugs.He was set to stand trial in
September in the California case accusing
him of failing to pay at least $1.4 million in
taxes. But he agreed to plead guilty to
misdemeanor and felony charges in a
surprise move hours after jury selection

Hunter Biden said he was pleading guilty
in that case to spare his family more pain
and embarrassment after the gun trial
aired salacious details about his
struggles with a crack cocaine
addiction.The tax charges carry up to 17
years behind bars and the gun charges
are punishable by up to 25 years in
prison, though federal sentencing
guidelines were expected to call for far
less time and it was possible he would
avoid prison time entirely. The sweeping
pardon covers not just those offenses,

but also any other "offenses against the

United States which he has committed or

may have committed or taken part in during

the period from January 1, 2014 through

December 1,2024."

Biden is hardly the first president to deploy
his pardon powers to benefit those close to
him.In his final weeks in office, Trump
pardoned Charles Kushner, the father of his
son-in law, Jared Kushner, as well as
multiple allies convicted in special counsel
Robert Mueller's Russia investigation.
Trump this week announced plans to
nominate the elder Kushner to be the U.S.
envoy to France in his next administration.
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U-19 Asia Cup to T10 League:
MI's recruit Ghazanfar plays 4

matches in 3 days

New Delhi. At just 18 years old, Allah
Ghazanfar is quickly cementing his place as
one of Afghanistan’s most promising
cricketers. Standing tall at 6-foot-2, the
mystery spinner has already drawn
comparisons to Rashid Khan and Noor
Ahmad. His recent achievements, including
a lucrative IPL 2025 deal with the Mumbai
Indians, showcase his growing stature in the
cricketing world.

This week, Ghazanfar demonstrated his
remarkable versatility by featuring in two
different competitions within 24 hours. On
Friday, he represented Afghanistan’s U19
team in the ACC Under-19 Men’s Asia Cup
in Dubai, when he delivered an economical
spell of 1/25 from his 10 overs, which
included a maiden. His efforts helped restrict
Bangladesh U19 to 228/9, although
Afghanistan eventually fell short by 45 runs.
Allah Ghazanfar turns heads

N
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Barely a day later, Ghazanfar was back in
action, this time for Team Abu Dhabi in the
T10 League at the Zayed Cricket Stadium.
Despite the quick turnaround, he impressed
once again, recording figures of 1/10 in two
overs as Team Abu Dhabi cruised to an
eight-wicket victory over the Northern
Warriors. This seamless transition between
formats also showed Ghazanfar’s growing
maturity and adaptability. Over the past
months, he has emerged as a key player for
Afghanistan in various tournaments. His
career-best ODI figures of 6/26 against
Bangladesh earlier this year grabbed
headlines, while his consistency in a series
win over South Africa further showcased his
potential.n the ACC Emerging Asia Cup T20
held in Oman last month, Ghazanfar played
a pivotal role in Afghanistan A’s historic
triumph. His 2/10 in the semi-final against
India A proved decisive, helping
Afghanistan clinch their maiden title in the
tournament.

Who is the mystery spinner?

Mumbai Indians bought Afghanistan spinner
Allah Ghazanfar for the Indian Premier
League 2025. Kolkata Knight Riders, Royal
Challengers Bengaluru and Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR) also fought hard to bag the
young mystery spinner, but in the end, MI
bagged the tweaker.Last year, Ghazanfar
was a part of the Knight Riders, but did not
get to play a single match.

Keep talking to Jassi bhai:

Siraj shows trust in Bumrah to

find success in AUS

New Delhi. India pacer Mohammed Siraj
recalled how a crucial piece of advice from
Jasprit Bumrah helped him return to form in
the opening Test match of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy. Siraj, who took only 2
wickets in the entire Test series against New
Zealand, said that Bumrah asked him not to
hunt for wickets but instead to focus on
consistency in hitting one particular
length.Siraj, who only played 2 Tests in the
3-match home series against New Zealand,
picked up 5 wickets in Perth alone and
played the role of a perfect support cast to
Bumrah in Perth. The pacer spoke to
ESPNcricinfo about his form revival and
said that the Australian pitches also had a
crucial role in him getting back into rhythm.
"l always keep talking to Jassi bhai [Bumrah],"
Siraj told ESPNcricinfo."Even before the
first match, I spoke with him about what I
was going through. And he just told me one
thing - don't run after wickets, just keep
bowling consistently in one area and enjoy
your bowling. If you still don't get wickets,
then you come ask me. So I enjoyed my
bowling and I got wickets as well," he
added."Australia is a place where a fast
bowler enjoys because you get pace and
bounce. As a fast bowler, you get everything
you want. So you get a different kind of
confidence to come and enjoy your bowling
here," Siraj said about the wickets.
Border-Gavaskar Trophy: Complete Coverage
PINK BALLIS SYNTHETIC: SIRAJ

India will be playing Australia in a pink ball
Test match next. Australia have never lost a
pink ball Test in their history and the last time
they played India in a pink ball game, they
bowled the visitors out for just 36 runs in the
second innings.Siraj spoke about the feel of
the pink ball and said that he had not bowled
with it under the lights yet. Siraj felt that the
best length for the pink ball was not fuller, as
it did not swing much, unlike the traditional
red-ball - from that particular length."This
[pink] ball has a synthetic feeling," Siraj
said. "This is different to the red ball we play
with. There can be a bit of confusion due to
the ball, but it's just one match so we just
have to focus on that and practice for it and
we'll improve day-by-day. The seam is very
hard. It's bright, and quite big. The more you
practice with it, the better you get."I think
that with the pink ball, it's better to bowl back
of length. Because pitching it up, there's not a
lot of swing, so the more you hit the deck and
get it to seam, it will be better for us."I have
heard that the ball swings a lot under the
lights but I haven't yet bowled with it under
lights. So when we go to Adelaide and
practice, we will try that. And the more
practice we get, we'll know more about what
we have to do.

New

India's road to WTC Final: What is the
updated scenario ahead of Adelaide Test

Former Manchester United
forward Ruud van Nistelrooy
was appointed as the new
manager of Leicester City, the
Premier Leaque club

announced on Friday.
 — e

New Delhi. India spiced up the race for the
World Test Championship Final with a
resounding victory in the first Test match of
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy. What seemed
like a distant dream after their crushing 0-3
home series loss against New Zealand, is
once again back in India's grasp.

There might still be a long way to go, but India
can realistically make it to the final of the
ICC tournament - which will be their third in
a row. Here's are the updated qualification
scenarios for the World Test Championship
Final race - as South Africa, Sri Lanka, India
and Australia vie for the final two spots in the
tournament.

India's Potential Path to the WTC Final

India’s chances of qualifying for the WTC
Final are very much in their hands, with
several potential outcomes based on their
performance in the upcoming series against
Australia.India win 5-0, 4-0, or 3-0 vs
Australia: If India manage to win the series
by any of these margins, they will directly
qualify for the WTC Final. A dominant
performance would all but seal their spot,
making them the first team to qualify.

India win 3-1 vs Australia: If India clinch the
series 3-1, they will also qualify for the final,
but with one condition. South Africa must

not beat Sri Lanka in the second Test. If

South Africa wins that series, India’s
qualification could be in jeopardy.

India win 3-2 vs Australia: A 3-2 win for India
will still keep them in the running for the
final, but the scenario becomes more
complex. For India to qualify, Sri Lanka
must win at least one Test against South

Sam Konstas expresses desire to face Jasprit
Bumrah after century in warm up game

New Delhi. Young Australian batter Sam

Konstas expressed his desire to face India’s
premier speedster Jasprit Bumrah after his
magnificent hundred during warm-up
fixture. Notably, Konstas played a
magnificent innings of 107 (97) for Prime
Minister’s X1 against India during their pink
ball warm up fixture. The 19-year-old put his
wide array of strokes on display as he
hammered the Indian bowling.

However, he couldn’t face Bumrah who was

rested for the warm-up fixture. Following
his century, he praised the India fast bowler
for his skills calling him the best in the world
and hoped to face him one day. The right-
handed batter also revealed that he’s
confident in his game and relished the
opportunity to play against a top quality
Indian side."l was watching quite a bit.
Bumrah is a skilful player, obviously, and
probably the best in the world. Hopefully,
one day I can face him and see how we go. |
feel confident [in my game]. I’ve been
training really hard and it’s a great
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opportunity to play against the best players,"
Konstas was quoted as saying by WA
Today.Further speaking ahead, Konstas
revealed that he’s been training under the
former Australia captain Tim Paine and
shared his advice on how to approach a 46-
over game.

"I’ve been practicing it a little bit with Tim

Paine, but yeah, good to get a few away. Tim

just told us to have good intent and put
pressure on them and treat it like a 46-over
game. So | was just trying to keep things
simple and just trying to stick to my plans,"
he said.Konstas was among the contenders
to be Australia’s new opener for the ongoing
series. However, Nathan McSweeney
pipped him with his leadership skills and
match-winning knock in the first unofficial
Test against India A. McSweeney further
didn’t have a memorable Test debut in the
first Test in Perth as he fell prey to Jasprit
Bumrah registering scores of 10 and 0 in the
two innings respectively.

Moreover, the Australian top order is under

immense pressure after Perth loss and the
places of some of the players in team is even
being questioned. Hence, Konstas’ century
has come at the right time for Australia
who’re eager to end their woes and make a
comeback in the series during the second
Test in Adelaide. The 19-year-old will be
hopeful of making it to the team in the
remaining games of the series.

Dropping Hazlewood an indication of rift
in Australian campTravis Head reacts

wAUS vs IND: Travis Head reacted to the
possible rift in the Australian camp
after Josh Hazlewood was ruled out
from the 2nd Test in Adelaide.

Delhi. Travis Head reacted to the
rumours over a rift in the Australian camp
after their loss to India in the 1st Test at the
Optus Stadium in Perth. Head dismissed
such claims and said that the players get
along really went, and the unit has been
playing together for last three-four years.
The rumours stemmed after Josh
Hazlewood was ruled out of the 2nd Test in
Adelaide due to an alleged injury i.e side
strain. However, it was understood that the
possible reason could be his remarks in the
post-match press-conference after
Australia's 295-run loss in Perth."There's
most of the dive when we're winning as well.
I think that's the one thing with body

-
o

NG
ik :

language and divide and all the stuff that
comes out when you face a loss, that this
team's been together three or four years, and
we were winning. [ think it's not much too
dissimilar. So yeah, the guys get along really
well. We hold high expectations for both
sides," Head said in the press-
conference."You probably have to ask one
of the batters that question probably, I am

Vaughan and Ravi Shastri raised concerns
over a possible rift within the team and
called out the speedster for openly bringing
itto the fore.

Travis Head dismisses rumours

However, Travis Head said that every player

in the team realised their responsibility and

aim to perform as per the needs of the team,
be it the bowlers or the batters.It's a very

individualised sport. So batters want to
hold our own. We know the bowl. We know
how good our bowlers have been for us in
the past, and they've got us out of trouble a
lot. So, as a batting group, we know that if
we can get enough runs on the ball, we put
ourselves in a great position. So as a batter
myself, [ try to hold a lot of pride in what I do
and knowing that if T can set it up for the big
boys, that they can knock it down for us," he
added

sort of relaxing and trying to get a bit of Who will replace Hazlewood?

treatment, and I am looking mostly to next
Test," Hazlewood said after the loss. Former
cricketers like David Warner, Michael

Hazlewood was the pick of Australia's

bowlers in Perth with match figures of 5 for
57 across 34 overs.

Africa and then draw at least one game
against Australia. This combination of
results would ensure India’s spot in the final.

India draw the series 2-2: A drawn series will

also keep India’s hopes alive, but several
results must go in their favour. South Africa
must beat Sri Lanka 2-0, and Sri Lanka must
win at least 1 Test against Australia (in their
upcoming home series). Additionally, Sri
Lanka must not lose the series 0-2 to
Australia, ensuring a narrow path to
qualification for India. What This Means for
the Teams Involved?The Adelaide Test,
therefore, holds huge significance for both
India and Australia. For India, their
qualification scenario is heavily influenced
by the results of Sri Lanka and South Africa’s
Test series. For Australia, their hopes remain
strong, and they will look to keep up their
pressure on India, knowing that every point
counts.In the context of the WTC race, other
teams like South Africa and Sri Lanka are
also playing pivotal roles. Sri Lanka, in
particular, will need to secure key wins
against South Africa and Australia to help
India's qualification chances.The Adelaide
Test could very well be a turning point in this
fascinating WTC cycle, with India needing
to maximise their points to secure a direct
route to the final, while Australia will be
aiming to strengthen their position.

Travis Head eager to meet Jasprit
Bumrah in pink ball Test: I know

what is coming

Adelaid Australia batter Travis Head is ready

to face Jasprit Bumrah with the pink ball.
Speaking ahead of the Adelaide Test match,
the second fixture of the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, Head warned Bumrah that he knew
what was coming. The Australia middle-order
Test batter has been a thorn for India over the
past year.Head batted well in the second
innings of the Perth Test match as well but
was not able to save the match for Australia.
Head scored 89 runs off just 101 balls before
Bumrah brought himself back in the attack in
the 39th over and edged the batter back to
Rishabh Pant.Head was confident about
playing Bumrah in the pink ball Test match
and said that he knew what was coming his
way."] am best when I just look for the cues
when I'm, like, just preparing to watch the ball
hard and staying fresh mentally. And I think

I'm lucky that I faced him a few times. He
comes across me a fair bit now, so it's going
back to recent times and times you have
played him and we've done it enough. Now
we've been very fortunate to play him a lot.
So, I know what's coming. It's just making
sure that I'm prepared and fresh to play well,"
Travis Head said ahead of the Adelaide Test
match.

Border-Gavaskar Trophy: Complete Coverage
The batter was asked about the body language

of the Australian side, which did not look
good on Day 3 and 4 of the Perth Test match
after they were bowled out for just 104 runs in
the 1st innings. Head said that there was no
need to read too much into things and that the
team was working on the changes before the
2nd Test.It's probably the closer losses that hit
you by a bit of surprise that it takes a few days,
but with the way that our Test played out, like
we're pretty much outplayed. So, pretty easy
to realise what we did wrong," Travis Head
said."Now we get three or four days to work
on them and make sure. And it's not really
massive changes, but hopefully with a bit of
energy and knowing what's on the line, we
can crack on and play well," Head concluded.

Juan Martin del Potro bids farewell to
tennis, wins final match vs Novak Djokovic

wJuan Martin del Potro bid an
emotional farewell to tennis,
defeating Novak Djokovic in his
final match. Despite a career
marred by injuries, the 2009 US
Open champion leaves a legacy
of resilience, passion, and
unforgettable moments on the
court.

New Delhi. Argentinian tennis great Juan

Martin del Potro ended his illustrious but
injury-marred career with an emotional
exhibition match against Novak Djokovic.
This marked a bittersweet farewell to the
sport. In a heart-warming display of respect,

Djokovic allowed del Potro the final say,
surrendering the last point as the
Argentinian sealed a 6-4, 7-5 victory. The
two embraced at the net, with tears
flowing, as fans celebrated the career of
one of tennis' most beloved players.Del
Potro, known for his booming forehand
and towering presence, will be
remembered as one of the few players to
challenge the dominance of the Big Three.
His crowning achievement came in 2009
when he captured the US Open title as he
defeated Rafael Nadal and Roger Federer
in back-to-back matches. That victory
remains his sole Grand Slam title, which
also reflected the challenge of competing
in an era dominated by the legends."You're
a special player and special person. I hope
this moment is one that you're celebrating.
You shouldn't be sad. We all need to move
on in life. The best is yet to come for you,"
Roger Federer sent out an emotional
message.

Watch the video here

"I don't know anyone who doesn't love Juan
Martin... His greatest victory in life is that
he's a wonderful person," Djokovic said in

the on-court interview.Despite his
success, del Potro's career was plagued by
injuries. A fractured kneecap in 2018 and
subsequent setbacks in 2019 forced him
into early retirement. Speaking candidly
about his struggles, del Potro revealed the
physical and emotional toll: "Since my
first surgery, I've never been able to climb
stairs without pain. It's like a never-
ending nightmare."
del Potro bids emotional farewell
The 36-year-old shared the daily hardships
he continues to face, from sharp pains to
reliance on medication. "Every day, |
wake up and take six or seven pills. The
knee beat me. It robbed me of what I
loved most-playing tennis."Though
injuries cut short what could have been an
even greater career, del Potro's resilience
and passion made him a fan favorite. His
final match against Djokovic was not just
a farewell but a celebration of a player who
inspired millions with his determination and
heart.
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Sobhita
Dhulipala

Shares Stunning Photos From Her Mangalasnaanam

Ceremony Ahead Of Wedding With

Naga Chaitany

S obhita Dhulipala, who is set to marry Naga Chaitanya

on December 4, has begun her pre-wedding - __'

celebrations with traditional rituals. Over the d R =,

weekend, she shared mesmerising photos from the
Ratha Sthapanam and Mangalasnanam ceremonies,
both of which hold great cultural significance.The
Mangala Snanam, often symbolising blessings for
the bride, involved Sobhita being adorned with
turmeric (haldi) and showered with flowers and
water. She radiated elegance in a mustard-yellow
cotton saree, accessorised with traditional gold
jewellery, including layered necklaces and
intricate jhumbkas.

The candid moments captured in the photos
have left fans in awe. In one frame, Sobhita
smiles gently while being showered with
flowers and water. Another striking black-
and-white shot puts into spotlight her
silhouette as she holds up her saree pallu in
the air. A close-up shows her resting her face
against the soft fabric, radiating bridal
glow.Naga Chaitanya is set to marry for the
second time after his divorce from
Samantha Ruth Prabhu. He and Sobhita
Dhulipala will tie the knot on December 4
at Annapurna Studios in Hyderabad. The
couple had kept their relationship under .
wraps until their engagement in August, ra
but Naga Chaitanya recently opened up e A
about their love story. In an interview with
Zoom, he shared details about their first
meeting and opened up on their upcoming 4
wedding, which he called a ‘private affair’.

Naga Chaitanya also opened up on how great
it has been to get to know Sobhita and her
family over time. He said, “It’s been lovely o
getting to know Sobhita and her family the
past few months, watching the families
interact has been a joy. I am really looking
forward to and excited for the wedding day, going
through all the rituals and watching the families come
together."Naga Chaitanya’s first marriage was with
actress Samantha Ruth Prabhu. They got married in
October 2017 after dating for a long time.
Unfortunately, the couple announced their separation
in October 2021, citing personal differences, and
later finalised their divorce in 2022.

Priyanka Chopra’s

Mom Says Brother Siddharth Was “Collateral®=

Damage’ To Her Success: ‘He’s Struggling...’

r. Madhu Chopra recently opened up about the sacrifices she made to support
her daughter Priyanka Chopra’s meteoric rise in the entertainment industry 2
However, she also reflected on the unintended impact this had on her sot
Siddharth Chopra. In a heartfelt interview, Madhu revealed how balancing her
daughter’s career aspirations and family life meant that Siddharth, then a
teenager, had to grow up without as much parental guidance.
Speaking on the Something Bigger Show YouTube channel, Madhu
admitted, “Siddharth was the collateral damage to all of Priyanka’s
success, because dad was working, I was with Priyanka, he just
grew up on his own and he was a teenager at that time. He, |
think, was collateral damage for me." She became
emotional while talking about the challenges Siddharth
faced, saying, “When I think about it, these are certain
things that you had to deal with him."
When asked to elaborate, Madhu revealed that Siddharth
still faces struggles in his daily life. She shared, “I see
him struggling everyday and I feel that, okay god has
blessed you,
so just count your

great kids, who love me, care for me."
Priyanka has also spoken about her relationship with
Siddharth in the past. In an interview with Hindustan
Times, she reflected on their sibling bond, saying, “We
. have grown up squabbling and fighting as most siblings
do. He is the younger one technically, and so, I did my
duty as the older sibling and bullied him mercilessly. But no matter what I did, he would be there for me,
with a smile on his face and love in his eyes. I think the strength of the bond that we share is tremendous.
A lot is unsaid between us, but we know that no matter what, we’ll always be there for each
other."Recently, Siddharth Chopra married Neelam Upadhyaya in an intimate ceremony in Mumbai.
Priyanka attended the wedding, accompanied by her husband Nick Jonas and their daughter Malti
Marie. The couple had celebrated their engagement in April, which was also a family affair.

l blessings, one by one and it will surprise you what the lord
' has done. I count my blessings everyday." Despite this, she
expressed gratitude for her children, saying, “I have two

Balika Vadhu Actress Aasiya Kazi Ties
The Knot With Beau Gulshan Nain;
Shares PICS From Wedding Ceremony

elevision actress Aas1ya Kazi, known for

her roles in Tenali Rama, Balika Vadhu,

Bandini etc, has married her longtime
boyfriend and actor Gulshan Nain. The couple
announced the delightful news on social media
by sharing some beautiful pictures from their
wedding ceremony. Several TV actors such as
Anupamaa fame Jaswir Kaur, Kunal Pant,
Supriya Shukla, Abhishek Kapur, Vibhuti
Thakur, and Toral Rasputra attended the
wedding, which took place in Mumbai on
November 29.Aasiya Kazi and Gulshan Nain
took to their Instagram to share some dreamy
pictures from their wedding. “Here’s to the
beginning of forecer (infinity and red heart
emoji)," read the caption of the post. The first
picture shared by the couple captures them in a
candid moment at their wedding ceremony.
Aasiya is seen laughing, while Gulshan holds
her close. Another picture shows them posing
together on the stage. The bride wore a
traditional red lehenga with heavy golden
embroidery. She accessorized with a statement
white and red kundan neckpiece, maang tikka,
and earrings. Meanwhile, Gulshan donned a
black sherwani with matt golden embroidery
overit.

As soon as they shared the pictures, Kishwer
Merchantt, Leena Jumani, Roop Durgapal,
and many others congratulated the newlyweds.
Roop Durgapal wrote, “Heartiest heartiest
Congratulations dear @aasiya 09
@gulshannain. Stay blessed & have a
beautiful journey ahead," while Kishwer
wrote, “Arre arre congratulations.. so happy
for you." Karan Sharma wrote, “Oyeee
congratulations @aasiya 09 super Happy for
you . Best wishes to both of you
Gulshan."Aasiya Kazi and Gulshan Nain have
been dating for eight years. Aasiya became a
household name with her role as Santu in the
television show Bandini. She also played the
role of Saudamini in Matti Ki Banno, Ganga in
Balika Vadhu and Sharda in Tenali Rama. She
has also been a part of other TV shows such as
Dharampatni, Hitler Didi, Na Bole Tum Na
Maine Kuch Kaha 2, and Janam Janam Ka
Saath. Gulshan Nain was seen in web shows
such as All About Section 377, Campus
Diaries, Campus Beats etc.

Patralekhaa Recalls Luv Ranjan
Rejecting Her For Pyaar Ka
Punchnama 2: 'How Can He

Reject Me On M ace?'

irector Luv Ranjan’s Pyaar Ka

Punchnama franchise is widely

recognized for launching the careers
of actors like Kartik Aaryan and Nushrratt
Bharuccha. The films also featured Sunny
Singh, Divyenndu, Omkar Kapoor, Ishita
Raj Sharma, and Sonnalli Seygall. However,
not every audition story has a fairy-tale
ending. Actor Patralekhaa recently opened
up to Mashable India about her experience
auditioning for the second installment of the
film and being rejected in an unexpected yet
respectful manner.She shared, “Before
CityLights, I was auditioning for Pyaar Ka
Punchnama 2. Luv sir was taking the
auditions, and his auditions are always very
elaborate. There was Nushrratt, Kartik,
Omkar, Sunny, and many other girls. These
three-four people were finalised, and they
wanted 2 more new faces. I auditioned and
felt that I will get thisrole."

Patralekhaa was initially optimistic about her
chances. “Later on, I was in the gym, and
Luv Ranjan called me. Phone tab aata hai jab
aapko milta hai (You get a call when you bag
the role). He asked me to come over, and I
felt so excited. I took a shower and wore my
best clothes to head over to his office," she
recalled.However, her excitement quickly
turned to disappointment. “He sat me down,
and no one was there; it was just me and him.
In my mind, I thought that he will break the
good news and people will come in with
flowers, chocolates, and cakes. He said,
“Yaar, yeh jaane de (Let this one go).” At that
moment, [ felt really bad and thought, ‘How
can he just call me and say no to my face? It’s
notcool,’" she admitted.

Though disheartened at first, Patralekhaa later
came to appreciate the way Ranjan handled
the situation. “I came out and was super
upset. [ went back home, and it dawned upon
me later that he gave me so much respect as
an artist and actor. He calls me to his office
and says, ‘Beta nahi hopaaya, but hum aage
jaake kaam karenge na (Child, it couldn’t
work out this time, but we’ll work together in
the future).” That’s a lot, and I think that’s
why [ got Wild Wild Punjab," she reflected.
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