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What Trump 2.0
means for India’s
economic aspirations

EVEN before being formally anointed as US
President, Donald Trump's pronouncements are
creating ripples in global economies. Recent
salvos on tariffs and the dollar have sparked
concerns over the prospect of trade and currency
wars in the coming days. Policymakers in both
developed and developing countries are voicing
concerns over the impact of his new plans. While
some fears are valid, given the track record in his
previous tenure, others are not. Some comments
are in a serious vein while others seem to be aimed
merely at reasserting the primacy of the US in the
world economic order.For India, the reality is that
having a stable economic relationship with the US
is critical to its growth and development. This is
the country's biggest trading partner in tandem
with China. But there is a significant difference
between the ties with the two economic
superpowers. There is a trade surplus with the
former and a yawning deficit with the latter. Other
disparities in the bilateral ties include the fact that
investments from the US are expanding, especially
as the China Plus One strategy is gaining ground.
In contrast, investments from the northern
neighbour have slowed down considerably
recently due to strained political relations. As for
the China Plus One policy, it may be one of the
factors for the foreign direct investments having
perked up this year. From April to September, the
FDI inflows are reported to have risen by 45 per
cent— from $20.5 billion to $29.79 billion.

The tariff hikes being proposed by Trump, on the
other hand, could have a dampening effect on this
country's exports to its biggest market. Till
recently, India had been excluded from the list of
countries against which the President-elect was
planning to levy higher import duties. In specific
terms, so far, he has declared that a 10 per cent
tariff hike would be levied on China, with an even
higher 25 per cent levy on imports from the
neighbouring Mexico and Canada. One reason
cited is the inability of these countries to curb drug
smuggling into the US.His latest acerbic
comment, however, has been against the BRICS
group, of which India is a founding member.
Threatening to levy 100 per cent tariffs, he has
taken exception to reports that an alternative
currency would be floated by the group to bypass
the dollar.The rancour against the BRICS group
stems from Brazil's proposal, at the last summit, to
develop an alternative currency to reduce reliance
on the dollar. The annoyance seems hugely out of
proportion as the suggestion has little chance of
becoming a reality. Wide differences in ideology
and outlook among member countries militate
against the formulation of such a scheme.
Undoubtedly, there has been concern over the
sanctions imposed on Russia after the Ukraine war
kept it out of the worldwide financial settlement
system known as SWIFT. This created obstacles in
doing business with that country. Alternative ways
are, thus, being explored to evolve a new
international transaction system, but they are still
at a nascent stage. As for India, it has been using a
rupee payment mechanism for oil purchases from
Russia, but this is merely a continuation of a
longstanding arrangement harking back to the
Soviet era.Setting this issue aside, therefore, one
must examine the real problems on the tariff front.
On the negative side, the prospect of a global trade
war could lead to recessionary conditions in some
of India's key markets. To that extent, this could
affect exports, especially to Europe and the
Americas. There is also a possibility that tariffs
could be raised on exports to the lucrative US
market in retaliation for the relatively higher duties
imposed on imports here. Trump has repeatedly
cited the instance of Harley Davidson, which was
unable to enter the Indian market due to high
tariffs. It is inevitable that easier access to the
sizable domestic market would be sought by the
new US administration, as has been done in the

past.
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The importance of being Fadnavis

TWELVE days after the BJP-led Mahayuti’s spectacular victory in the Maharashtra Assembly elections, Devendra Fadnavis has been sworn in as the Chief Minister.
One would have expected celebratory fireworks after the runaway success. Instead, there was bickering and the spectacle...

TWELVE days after the BJP-led Mahayuti’s
spectacular victory in the Maharashtra Assembly
elections, Devendra Fadnavis has been sworn in as
the Chief Minister. One would have expected
celebratory fireworks after the runaway success.
Instead, there was bickering and the spectacle of a
sulking caretaker CM, Eknath Shinde, sheltering in
his village in Satara, some distance away from his
happy hunting ground, Thane.

Shinde, who broke away from his party, the Shiv
Sena, on Fadnavis’ prompting and formed his own
faction to head a BJP-mentored
government, felt that he was entitled to
continue in that role. But the BJP got 132 of
the 288 seats, whereas its allies, the Shiv
Sena (Shinde) and the NCP (Ajit Pawar
faction) got 57 and 41 seats, respectively.

A factor that was not taken into account by
most pundits, except those aligned solidly
with the BJP, was the role played by RSS
swayamsevaks in canvassing door-to-door
on behalf of BJP candidates in particular.
They emphasised the slogan “Ek hain toh
safe hain”, coined by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during his campaign in the
state. In Vidarbha, the BJP’s near total
sweep was achieved largely due to these
committed volunteers, who had fanned out
from Nagpur at the bidding of their leaders.
They proved their mettle, like they had
done in Haryana a few months earlier.

When he engineered a split in the Shiv Sena
and the NCP in recent years, Fadnavis had
expected to be catapulted to the throne. His
party bosses in Delhi decided otherwise.
Fadnavis, like a good soldier, accepted
their decision. The choice fell on Shinde, a former
autorickshaw driver from the majority Maratha
community with proven qualities of
leadership.Shinde turned out to be an acceptable
choice. He was accessible to the public and
cooperative with the senior partner in the ruling
alliance. He thought that was enough to guarantee
him the CM’s chair for the next five years. But the
BJP top brass could not ignore Fadnavis this
time.He is far more intelligent than Shinde and more
capable of plotting political moves. He was the
Chief Minister from 2014 to 2019, and a very
successful one at that. He concentrated on the
development of infrastructure and did not interfere

too much in the day-to-day working of police
stations, like many state Home Ministers who
preceded him were wont to do.Shinde has
reconciled himself to not becoming the CM again.
He bargained for the Home portfolio, but did not
succeed. In the previous Mahayuti government,
Fadnavis, as Deputy CM, had kept the department
under his wing. State power is reflected in the
policeman’s uniform and the ability to trouble
dissenters when the rulers so desire. All political
parties are aware of this. Hence the eagerness to be

the one to control the police.The tussle within
Mabhayuti lasted far longer than was required. There
was talk of Shinde being reluctant to join the
government and only promising to support it from
the outside. If that had happened, Ajit and his NCP
faction would have enhanced their bargaining
power in the government. With his party’s 41 seats,
he can provide stability. Ajit had already declared
his preference for Fadnavis. The finance portfolio,
which he held in the previous dispensation, was his
for the asking. He who controls the purse can throw
some weight around. Ajit knows how to manage
money.In the meantime, the Congress is busy
blaming EVMs for its defeat. There is no evidence to
show that EVMs were tampered with. The Supreme

Civil society leads

Court has rightly dismissed that plea. The tactics
allegedly employed by the BJP to win Assembly
byelections in Uttar Pradesh, through the use of the
police, cannot be tried in Maharashtra. The political
culture there is different. In the UP constituency of
Kundarki, where Muslims account for around 63 per
cent of the population, the BJP’s Ramveer Singh
emerged victorious with over 75 per cent of the
votes! The seat was traditionally held by the
Samajwadi Party (SP), as could be expected.

The police, who are not empowered by the Election
Commission of India (ECI) to check
identity cards of voters — this is a job
allotted exclusively to polling officials —
are reported to have ignored the ECI’s
instructions in UP. They allegedly
examined identity cards of would-be
voters on their way to polling booths and
turned away SP supporters. It should not be
difficult for the ECI to verify the truth of
such a serious allegation.In my
constituency, Mumbai City, the
Opposition candidate, Aditya Thackeray,
was expected to win, though by a reduced
margin this time. That is exactly what
happened. If something different to
expectations has happened in other
constituencies, there is no mention of such
instances in the media.

Economist and political commentator
Parakala Prabhakar, in an interview with
Karan Thapar, said many ‘extra’ votes
were cast in some constituencies between
5 pm and 11 pm, far in excess of the 1 per
cent that is the norm. The ECI permits
those who joined the queue at or before 6

pm to cast their votes. That overflow should be

handled normally in an hour or so. The figures
reported by the authorities were far in excess of the
normal numbers, said Prabhakar. If that is so, the

ECI, for the sake of'its credibility, should investigate

and clear the doubts of the public and those of a

responsible commentator like

Prabhakar.Maharashtra’s Chief Electoral Officer S

Chockalingam issued a statement that those waiting

in the queue after 6 pm accounted for only 1 per cent

of the total turnout. Apparently, ‘11 pm’ quoted by

Prabhakar was the time when, according to the ECI,

polling officials reached home after locking the

EVMs in the strong room.
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Punjab, has deteriorated into a toxic drain. Years of
unchecked industrial effluents, untreated sewage
and lax governance have turned this tributary of the
Sutlej river into a health hazard. Despite numerous
court orders and a commitment of Rs 840 crore for
its rejuvenation, the government’s efforts remain
largely ineffective, leaving civil society no choice
but to act. The Kale Pani Da Morcha, representing
frustrated citizens, on Tuesday staged protests
targeting dyeing units discharging pollutants. Their
actions spotlight the blatant non-compliance by
three Common Effluent Treatment Plants (CETPs),
which continue to release harmful waste despite
orders for zero liquid discharge. The Punjab
Pollution Control Board and civic authorities have
been slow in enforcing penalties or upgrading
infrastructure, further eroding public trust.

Adding to the chaos is the confrontation between activists

Politics behind ‘redress’

and industrial workers, highlighting the socio-economic
complexities of environmental regulation. Thousands of
livelihoods depend on these industries, but public health

of waqf property rows

cannot be the collateral damage. The authorities
must ensure that economic growth aligns with
sustainable practices.The establishment of a
joint task force by the Centre and the Punjab
Government is a positive, though belated, step.
Immediate priorities should include upgrading
CETPs, expediting the Gaughat pumping
station and sealing all 120 pollution points
identified in recent surveys. A comprehensive
action plan involving stringent monitoring and
community participation is critical. Residents of
Ludhiana and downstream regions continue to
suffer from the polluted water as their health and
farming are affected. The time for symbolic
protests has passed; it is now imperative for all
stakeholders — government, industries and
civil society — to unite for tangible action. A clean
Buddha Nullah is not just an environmental goal but a
fundamental human right.
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Home Minister Amit Shah asserted on

November 15 the determination of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to amend the Waqf Act, 1995, despite
resistance from key Opposition leaders. The Union
Government's push to amend the Act is ominous. The
apparent intention behind the move is to reduce the
Wagf Board's control over its assets, which are the
third largest in the country, after those of the Railways
and the defence establishment.The glaring politics
behind the thin veil of noble intentions of redressing
'the issues and challenges in regulating and managing
Wagqf properties', as the government's statement on
the issue, is evident from the recent events.The claims
of there being temples beneath historic mosques and
shrines — from Sambhal in UP to Mu'in al-Din
Chishti and Adhai Din Ka Jhonpra in Ajmer,
Rajasthan — are affectations of a concerted
otherisation.A distinct intensive effort to tar the
Muslim community of the country as one carrying the
historical legacy of temple demolitions for
constructing mosques and, in recent history, sitting on
enormous land assets and still whining is
conspicuous.Originating from the Arabic word
'waqufa', meaning to detain, hold or tie up, waqf'is the
permanent pledge by a Muslim person of his
property, movable or immovable, for a pious,
religious or charitable purpose under the Islamic law.
Once pledged, such a property can neither be sold nor
donated or used for any other purpose. Allah being an
inchoate and ethereal entity, a 'waqif' creating a waqf
for the benefit of the people appoints a 'mutawalli' for
the management of the waqf. Once the waqif
transfers the property to Allah, it becomes

Islamic countries. Libya, Egypt, Sudan, Lebanon,
Syria, Jordan, Tunisia and Iraq do not have them. The
history of waqf'is traced back to the Ottoman Empire.
Thus, the Islamic countries that fell under this empire
have waqfin some form or the other.

Wagqf in India goes back to the period of the Sultanate,
to the reign of Sultan Muizuddin Sam Ghaor in

irrevocable.Waqfs, however, are not universal to all

Act, 1995, tabled in the Rajya Sabha on December 8,

in the government's statement, the waqfs have been

2023 are efforts towards doing away with the waqfs
or neutralising their roles in the ownership and
management of such large chunks of land and
property.The Wagqf Bill, which is currently with the
Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC), has the
following four main features:

the late 12th century. He dedicated two

villages for the upkeep of the Jama Masjid of — PHESSIJI:GHFEIIEHI}E | ff“‘fff"f’f
Multan. With the consolidation of the Muslim T et amd At St 2024 % S
rulers in India, waqfs and properties under WAQFAMENDMENT BILL2024 amiis=s

them expanded.

During the British rule, a dispute over a waqf
property in the late 19th century landed in the
Privy Council. The Bench of four British
judges declared the waqfinvalid, describing it
as 'a perpetuity of the worst kind.' However,
that decision was not accepted in India. The
Mussalman Waqf Validating Act, 1913,
retained the institution and the waqfs
continued after Independence.The
Government of India's statement attributes the

'strengthening' of waqfs since the Waqf Act, 1954, 1The Bill changes the composition of the Central Waqf

under which the Central Waqf Council of India was
created in 1964. It says that the Waqf Act of 1995
made it 'even more favourable to Muslims.' It led to
the strengthening of the waqf council, the state waqf
boards, the chief executive officer and the duties of
mutawalli. Further, the wagqf tribunals were deemed
to be civil courts.An amendment in 2013 made the
management more efficient and transparent. The
Wagf Repeal Bill, 2022, and amendment to the Waqf

ddressed by
Hazrat Maulana Arshad Madani [
Prexident Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind
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Council and waqf boards to include non-Muslim
members.] The survey commissioner has been
replaced by the collector, granting him powers to
conduct surveys of waqf properties.] Government
property identified as waqf will cease to be waqf. The
collector will determine the ownership of such
properties.1 The finality of the tribunal's decisions has
been revoked. The Bill provides for direct appeal to
the high court.Clearly, as put in the historical context

portrayed as an Islamic legacy — the legacy of the
invaders.The stress on including non-Muslim
members conveys the impression that these bodies,
with such rich assets, are prone to misusing the
resources.The inclusion of different sections of
Muslims, women in particular, would certainly create

a representative set-up and is
desirable.However, replacing the survey
commissioner with the district collector
concerned for conducting surveys of waqf
properties is a move meant to create a close
and day-to-day surveillance mechanism
under the respective state governments.The
phrase 'government property identified as
wagqf' creates an impression that the waqfs
are prone to encroachment of public land. If
there are individual cases of such
impingements, they must be checked. But to
put it in a legal instrument demonises an
institution linked to a community which has
beenunder pressure for over a decade.
Finally, while the provision for an appeal to

higher courts is fine, the weakening of the sanctity of
the tribunals is problematic.The JPC has not been
able to finalise the Wagqf Bill for obvious reasons.
While the objections of the opposition MPs are not
known, the reason why it faced rough weather can be
surmised.

Whether the JPC's extension will eventually iron out
the differences is not known, but the Opposition has
its task cut out. It must challenge the demonisation of
the Muslims, as attempted by this legal instrument.
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Sufficient suppliers by mid-
December, no copper
shortage expected, says
Mines Ministry

New Delhi India will have sufficient suppliers of
refined copper, both domestic and foreign, certified
by the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) by mid-
December, the Ministry of Mines said Friday. As a
result, “no serious supply side constraint is
envisaged,” it said in a press release. The ministry
noted that until Adani Group’s new copper smelter in
Guyjarat reaches full capacity by March, India will
continue to rely on imports for some of its refined
copper needs.

The Indian Express had reported Friday that
downstream users of refined copper had warned the
government of a looming supply crunch that could
last for over three months. These concerns stem from
delays in certifying Japanese suppliers, who account
for a large chunk of India’s copper imports. The
certification became mandatory after the Quality
Control Order (QCO) for refined copper came into
effect on December 1.“As of now, 7 applications from
Japanese smelters have been received for BIS
certification, of which one smelter (Sumitomo Metal
Mining Co. Ltd.) has already been granted license. As
per information received from BIS, two more licenses
will be granted by next week,” the ministry said.“In
FY 2023-24, India imported about 363 Thousand
Tonnes (THT) of refined copper cathode (HS Code:
740311), valued at Rs. 24,552 crore. Japan accounts
for about 2/3rd (67%) of the refined copper imports.
In quantity terms, about 69% of India’s refined
copper imports come from Japan. Tanzania is India’s
second important source of refined copper,
contributing about 18% of the imports; followed by
Mozambique with a share of about 5%,” it
added.Earlier, downstream user associations
informed the ministry that the QCO has already
triggered a 90-day shortage and urged the
government to delay its implementation by four
months. According to these associations, Japanese
suppliers—who provide the bulk of India’s copper
imports—halted shipments in mid-October to avoid
clearance issues once the QCO took effect on
December 1. They warned that any copper shipped
now would take up to 45 days to arrive, leading to a
potential supply crunch that could last three months.

“Presently, four domestic suppliers namely, Adani’s
Kutch Copper Ltd, Hindalco Industries Ltd, Gujarat
Victory Forgings Pvt Ltd & Vedanta Ltd and four
foreign suppliers, one each from Japan and Austria,
and two from Malaysia have been certified by BIS to
supply copper cathode to Indian market. Thus, with 4
domestic BIS certified suppliers & 4 foreign BIS
certified suppliers and another two certifications by
mid of Dec, 2024, no serious supply side constraint is
envisaged,” the ministry said.

Interest rate ceiling on
FCNR(B) deposits hiked to
attract capital

New Delhi. In order to attract more capital inflows,
the RBI has decided to increase the interest rate
ceilings on FCNR(B) deposits. These are foreign
currency term deposits that non-resident Indians can
open with Indian banks. Effective from Friday,
banks are permitted to raise fresh FCNR(B) deposits
of 1 year to less than 3 years maturity at rates not
exceeding the ceiling of overnight Alternative
Reference Rate (ARR) plus 400 bps as against 250
bps at present. “Similarly, for deposits of 3 to 5 years
maturity, the ceiling has been increased to overnight
ARR plus 500 bps as against 350 bps at present. This
relaxation will be available till March 31, 2025,” the
RBIsaid.

Net FPI inflows to India stood at US$ 9.3 billion in
2024-25 so far (April-December), supported mainly
by inflows in the debt segment. External commercial
borrowings and non-resident deposits, on the other
hand, witnessed higher net inflows compared to last
year.

SORR benchmark

With a view to further develop the interest rate
derivatives market in India and improve the
credibility of interest rate benchmarks, the Reserve
Bank has proposed to introduce a new benchmark —
the Secured Overnight Rupee Rate (SORR) — based
on all secured money market transactions —
overnight marketrepo as well as TREPS.

Taking into account the rise in agricultural input costs
and overall inflation, the RBI has decided to increase
the limit for collateral-free agriculture loans from
*1.6 lakh to "2 lakh per borrower. This will further

enhance credit availability for small and marginal
farmers.In order to harness the 16 benefits from
various technologies, while addressing the
associated risks such as algorithmic bias,
explainability and data privacy, the RBI will setup a
committee comprising of experts from diverse fields
to recommend a Framework for Responsible and
Ethical Enablement of Al (FREE-AI) in the financial
sector.As part of the RBI’s continued efforts to
prevent and mitigate digital frauds, an innovative
AI/ML based model, namely, MuleHunter. Al has
been developed by the RBIH, Bengaluru. This will
help the banks to deal with the issue of mule bank
accounts.

Mumbai. Amid a positive

FIIs returning to India in expectation

Ceat to acquire Michelin's
Camso brand for $225 million

MUMBALI. Domestic tyre maker Ceat,
an RPG-Harsh Goenka group
company, will acquire Camso brand
that has an off-highway tyre business
from global major Michelin for $225
million, translating to about Rs 1,900
crore. Under the deal, Ceat will also
acquire two Sri Lanka-based
manufacturing facilities from
Michelin, a French tyre maker.

Camso is a Canadian brand that makes
tyres for tractors, harvesters,
bulldozers and other off-highway
vehicles which command higher
margins compared to tyres for
passenger vehicles and two
wheelers. Michelin had in 2018
acquired the brand for nearly $1.5
billion.

"The Camso brand is an excellent fit
with the growth strategy of Ceat's
off-highway tyre business, thereby
improving our margin profile," Arnab
Banerjee, MD & CEO at Ceat, was quoted
as saying in a company release.Over the

Indian Stock Market Maintains Positive

last decade, Ceat has been focusing on
building its off-highway and tracks
(OHT) business, which now consists of
over 900 product offerings and covers
around 84% of the range requirement in

the agricultural segment, the release said.
Camso will give Ceat the ability to widen
its product base into tracks and
construction tyres. The acquisition will
give Ceat access to a global customer base

Outlook As RBI Turns More Realistic

turnaround from foreign
institutional investors (FIIs) to
India, the Indian stock market
maintained a positive outlook
throughout the week as the core
sector output in October and
stability in service PMI data
showed signs of recovery, experts
said on Saturday.

of'a dovish monetary policy by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) also

remains positive, as Nifty trades near

remain under control. The factors like

including over 40 international
original equipment manufacturers and
premium international OHT
distributors. "Ceat brings in the ability
for Camso to expand to other segments
such as agriculture tyres. Both brands
are highly complementary in their
positioning and capabilities," a Ceat
release said.

Ceat is one of India's leading tyre
companies that manufactures tyres for
passenger cars, two-wheelers, trucks,
buses, light commercial vehicles and
off-highway vehicles. It caters to
leading OEMs as well as domestic and
international markets, exporting to
110+ countries, the release from the
company said. Camso, meanwhile, is
one of the leaders in the OHT market.
Ceat and Camso together could have
the synergies to expand to other

segments such as agriculture tyres. In
Friday's relatively flat session, Ceat's
stock on BSE closed a marginal 0.2% up
atRs 3,092.

RBI holds rates again to

keep inflation down

MUMBALI. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on

metal industries in the second half
this fiscal.PSU banks
outperformed amid a liquidity
boost by RBI. The outlook for the
February monetary policy
meeting also turned positive as
inflation is likely to moderate in
Q4, supported by seasonal
corrections in vegetable prices,
kharif harvest arrivals, and
anticipated rabi output, said
market watchers.Inflation, though
slightly higher, may continue to

Friday chose to stay the course on inflation
control, refusing to make any knee-jerk reaction
to the growth slump reported in the second
quarter with a repo rate cut.RBI’s monetary
policy committee (MPC) led by governor
Shaktikanta Das decided to maintain the repo
rate at 6.5% for the 11th time on the trot. The last
time it changed the repo rate - the interest rate at
which RBI lends money to commercial banks -
was in February 2023, when it raised it by 25
basis points.With Friday’s decision to hold
rates, the central bank has signalled that a
growth slip in just one quarter does not warrant a

supported the sentiment. “RBI turns
more realistic with a revision on its
growth forecast for FY25. While
boosting liquidity in the financial
system by reducing CRR by 50 bps,
RBI reiterates that maintaining
macroeconomic stability remains
crucial,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
ServicesThe market closed flat on
Friday. Sensex settled at 81,709.12
while Nifty ended at 24,677.80. Nifty is
holding steady above the crucial
24,650 support level. The primary trend

the upper band of the Donchian
Channel, which is trending higher — a
signal of potential bullish momentum,”
said Om Mehra, Technical Analyst,
SAMCO Securities.

Additionally, India's volatility index
(VIX) remains subdued, hovering
below the 15 mark, suggesting a
contraction in volatility and reduced
fear in the market. Investors are now
accumulating the momentum stocks as
the expected pick-up in the government
capex may provide some impetus to
infra, capital goods, realty, cement, and

soil moisture content, reservoir levels,
seasonal winter vegetable price
correction, suggests that food inflation
may show declining trend which has
been point of bother, said Siddarth
Bhamre, Head, Institutional Research
at Asit C Mehta Investment
Interrmediates Ltd.

For the week ahead, market direction will
be influenced by the release of US
payroll and US CPI inflation data,
which will give some insights into the
Fed's December meeting.

Economists ask Finance Minister to focus
on growth rather than fiscal consolidation

NEW DELHI.With the second quarter
GDP growth falling to a 7-quarter low
of 5.4%, economists have asked the
government to shift its policy
focus to growth rather than fiscal
consolidation. In a pre-budget |
meeting with finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Friday, a
delegation of economists
suggested the government
readdress the pace of fiscal
consolidation and take measures
to boost consumption.“Right
now whether it is the RBI’s
monetary policy or the
government’s fiscal policy, the
focus on growth has taken a back
seatand there is a need for course
correction,” said

an economist, who was in the meeting,
while talking to TNIE.Another
economist with a financial institution
told TNIE that the fiscal consolidation
path has to be realigned so that growth

is not sacrificed for keeping debt/GDP
ratio in check. “We have seen a large
reduction in the fiscal deficit target in

]

the last few years and now the
government should slow down the
pace as the central government
debt/GDP ratio has fallen below 60%,”
she said.The government has reduced

the fiscal deficit from 6.7% of GDP in

2021-22 to 5.6% in 2023-24. For

FY25, the target is 4.9%. India’s
second quarter GDP fell from
6.7% in the first quarter to 5.4%
in the second quarter primarily
due to tepid consumption
growth and moderation in
manufacturing. On Friday, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
cutits FY25 GDP estimate from
7.2%106.6%.

The delegation also stressed on
the need to take measures —
including tax cuts -- to boost
consumption. One of the
economists (who was in the
meeting) TNIE talked to argued
that the government must take a

pause on raising tax rates like the way

they raised capital gains tax in the
previous budget. “The government
may even need to go for targeted tax
rebates to boost consumption,” he said.

course correction from its Parliament-mandated
inflation control objectives.RBI has, however,
cut the FY25 GDP projection from 7.2% to
6.6% and also raised the full year inflation
estimate to 4.8% from 4.5% earlier.While it
maintained the key policy rate, the MPC offered
cheaper funds to the economy to support
growth, by slashing the cash reserve ratio

(CRR) by 50 bps to 4%. The move will release
Rs 1.16 lakh crore of lendable money to banks.
CRR is the percentage of banks’ deposits that
must be parked with RBI.Announcing the
policy decision, Das said all data since October
indicate that the economy has bottomed out and
has since been resilient.“We don’t want to take
any decision which we may be forced to retract
or regret. We need more evidence/data to
change our course of action,” he said at the
customary post-policy press conference, which
would be his last presser if he is not given
another extension. His current term ends on
December 10.Michael Patra, the senior most
deputy governor who is in-charge of the
monetary policy department, said: “Just
because of one set of data went off the mark, it’s
too early to reverse or change the course,”
indicating that the second-quarter GDP
numbers are not the end of the road for

New Delhi.

economic growth.

Demand growth moderation, airline capacity
addition keeping airfares in check

Growth in airline seat
capacity, an evident moderation in
demand growth from the high pent-up
levels seen in the couple of years
following the Covid-19 pandemic, and
relatively subdued jet fuel prices have
led to a downward pressure on airfares,
according to aviation industry insiders
and ticketing data. This has meant that
domestic airfares have generally not
risen notably and, in fact, have seen a
reduction or are broadly stable for a large
number of domestic routes when
compared to last year.Airfare data from
travel booking portal Ixigo for
December travel on 32 popular routes —
a mix of major metro-to-metro trunk
routes and some other popular leisure
routes — shows that airfares have either
declined or are stable vis-a-vis the last
month of 2023 in majority of the cases.
The data is for advance bookings made
15 to 30 days before travel.

Average one-way airfares on 20 of the 32

routes have declined with the fall
varying widely between 1 per cent and

32 per cent. As for the 12 routes that |
have seen higher fares, the rise is
between 1 per cent and 2 per cent for
five routes, and between 8 per cent and
27 per cent for the remaining seven, per
the data from Ixigo.Among the 32
routes, the highest drop was observed
for the Chennai-Kolkata route with
average one-way airfare down by 32
per cent year-on-year to Rs 5,688. On
the other hand, the highest increase was
on the Delhi-Jaipur route with the
average fare higher by 27 per cent at Rs
3,273.To be sure, airfares depend on the
demand and supply dynamics on the
individual route level, which could
throw up exceptions to the general trend.
For instance, there may be cases where
demand outstrips seat supply
significantly, leading to a jump in fares,
even as the broader trend points to stable
or lower fares.The other key factor to
consider is the advance booking period.
While it is a general rule of the thumb to
book flights as early as possible in order
to pay less, there may be exceptions to

this rule as well. In cases where demand

is strong and load factors healthy, fares
could be higher closer to the travel date.
However, there may be cases where
ticket prices fall substantially just before
the travel date if the expected passenger
load is weak. Air traffic disruptions
leading to long delays and cancellations,
including those related to weather, also
tend to bump up spot or eleventh hour
fares.According to airline executives,
there are clear indications that the
supernormal rate of demand growth that
the industry had witnessed over in 2022

and 2023 have started to normalise, even
as major Indian carriers—IndiGo and
Air India group airlines—continue to
add capacity with multiple new aircraft
being inducted each month. Aircraft
groundings due to engine issues and
supply chain woes have also started
declining in the recent months, leading
to more airline seats being available for
sale.Aviation turbine fuel (ATF) prices,
too, have cooled off from higher levels
seen last year. ATF usually accounts for
35 to 40 per cent of Indian airlines’
operational expenses. For instance, ATF
price in Delhi for the current month—Rs
91,856.84 per kilolitre—is 13.5 per cent
lower on a year-on-year basis.In its
September quarter earnings, the
country’s largest airline IndiGo reported
that its available seat kilometres
(ASK)—a measure of its seat
capacity—was higher by 8.2 per cent
than July-September of last year. As of
September 30 this year, IndiGo had a
fleet of 410 aircraft, up from 334 planes
as of September 30,2023.
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Delhi police nab thieves
posing as 'deaf and mute'

with stolen phones, gudgets

=i~

Their ruse was nearly successful when
Delhi Police’s Special Staff team
stopped the accused during a routine
check on their motorcycle travelling
from Gurugram to Nehru Place.

|

Umar Khalid argues no evidence Links him to Delhi
riots conspiracy in bail plea before HC

NEW DELHL. Former JNU student Umar
Khalid, an alleged accused in the 2020 Delhi !
riots conspiracy case, argued before the
Delhi High Court on Friday that there is no
direct evidence linking him to violence or
fundraising activities. Represented by
senior advocate Trideep Pais, Khalid’s
counsel emphasised the lack of physical or
circumstantial evidence against him and
sought bail based on prolonged
incarceration as an undertrial.

The arguments were presented before a
division bench comprising Justices Navin
Chawla and Shalinder Kaur.The bench was
hearing bail pleas filed by Umar Khalid and
Meeran Haider, who sought relief on grounds
of parity, prolonged incarceration, and trial
delays. The division bench of Justices Navin
Chawla and Shalinder Kaur listened to their
arguments, while the Delhi Police requested
additional time to respond. The matter has been
scheduled for further hearing on December 12.

Concluding his submissions, Pais highlighted
the parity Khalid sought with four co-accused

Maharashtra, which, Pais argued, was
peaceful and invoked Gandhian
principles of non-violence.“The speech
does not incite violence. The
prosecution has cherry-picked a
selective clip to create an outrage,” he
said.

The prosecution cited WhatsApp group
conversations and alleged meetings to
substantiate the conspiracy charges.
However, Pais dismissed these claims,
saying Khalid’s involvement in these
groups was minimal. “In one group, I
merely shared the location of a protest
site. In another instance, I relayed a

police officer’s request to call off a protest
during Donald Trump’s Delhi visit,” he
clarified. Regarding the alleged meetings, Pais
pointed out inconsistencies, noting that some
accused were not physically present, while
others, including activist Yogendra Yadav,
were not charged. “There is no preparation for
violence mentioned in the statements,” he
added, referring to the prosecution’s evidence.

»The prosecution
cited WhatsApp
group
conversations
and alleged
meetings to
substantiate the
conspiracy

charges.

NEW DELHI. Thievery is no easy feat - it requires
courage. But even the bold aren’t always
successful. Two thieves, posing as 'deaf and mute'
to avoid capture, were arrested by Delhi Police
after a series of targeted thefts across the city. The
duo, identified as P Karthik from Andhra Pradesh
and Balan from Tamil Nadu, had been stealing
mobile phones, laptops, and other high-end
electronics from student areas in Delhi-NCR.

The pair, aware that students often possess valuable
gadgets, had developed a clever strategy to escape
detection. If caught, they would pretend to be mute
and deaf, communicating
only through gestures,
hoping to avoid questions
and suspicion.

Their ruse was nearly
successful when Delhi
Police’s Special Staff team
stopped them during a
routine check on their
motorcycle travelling from
Gurugram to Nehru Place.

When questioned about their
presence and documents
for the bike, the suspects
continued to act deaf and mute, communicating
only through gestures. They also presented a letter
claiming to have received charitable donations,
hoping to divert attention.

However, the police saw through their act and
conducted a thorough search. In their bags, they
found 16 stolen mobile phones and 6
laptops—items taken from various student
residences. Following their arrest, Karthik and
Balan revealed that they had been travelling by
train from Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu to
Delhi, where they would roam early in the
morning, targeting homes near educational
institutions. Once inside, they would pose as
members of a “deaf and mute” school or
orphanage, showing fake disability certificates to
gain entry and asking for donations. After stealing
valuables, they would flee the city and sell the
stolen items at low prices in their home states. The
operation to catch the thieves was the result of
meticulous surveillance by the police, who had
received a tip-off about their activities. DCP
(South) Ankit Chauhan said both manual and
technical surveillance helped gather information.

Delhi coaching centre deaths: SC

considers new safety measures
1

who had already been granted bail in the same
case. Pais argued that no materials, disclosures,
or physical evidence connected Khalid to the
riots. “There is no mention of me in the FIRs
[of 2020 violence], no recovery, and no
allegations of a terrorist act or violence on my
part,” Pais stated. He added that Khalid was
discharged in the only FIR where his name had
initially appeared. The sole overt act attributed
to Khalid was a speech in Amravati,

DPCC to begin another waste-to-energy plant in
Bawana amid locals’ opposition over air pollution

The executive summary stated that urbanisation and industrialisation have taken
place very rapidly in northwest Delhi, leading to an uptick in garbage generation.

BJP will not allow any fake
votes in Delhi, says party
president Sachdeva

NEW DELHI. Hitting back at Arvind Kejriwal’s
electoral roll manipulation allegation, BJP presented
videos claiming that the AAP government has been
creating a fake voter base of people drawn from
“Rohingya” and “Bangladeshi” communities over the
past 10 years. The party said that in one case from Moti
Nagar, voter list entries show names and addresses
where there is neither a house nor any residents present.

A newly installed electricity meter is seen on a roadside
wall, with 24 votes registered at the location. In another

. video, said to be

from Trilokpuri

Assembly

constituency, the

BIP said 38 votes

were found to be

registered at a

single-room flat,

which, according

to neighbours,

has been locked

4% foryears.

Delhi BIP

president Virendra Sachdeva highlighted cases from

Shahdara, Rajouri Garden, and Mustafabad, where 20

to 50 votes have been registered in one-room houses. In

99% of such cases, the registered voters belong to a
particular community.

The Delhi BJP claimed that this pattern of fake voters is
widespread across the city and demands an
investigation. Sachdeva stated that Kejriwal is scared
because fake votes are being exposed. He alleged that
these voter bases are funded by foreign donations and
are bought by the AAP.

Now that their fraud has been uncovered, they fear losing
in the upcoming elections. Sachdeva warned that under
Rule 172 (BNS) of the Election Code, casting fake
votes could result in one year of rigorous
imprisonment. He vowed to prevent any fake votes,
especially those by Rohingyas and Bangladeshis, from
being cast in the 2025 Delhi Assembly elections.

AAP MLA Dilip Pandey hints
at stepping away from active
politics

NEW DELHI. A day after Delhi Assembly Speaker Ram
Niwas Goel announced to retire from active politics,
AAP’s Timarpur MLA Dilip Pandey hinted at stepping
down on Friday. Pandey, considered close to party chief
Arvind Kejriwal, said that it is time to do something else
while staying in the AAP.

Pandey, who is also the party’s chief whip, in a post on X,
said, “For me, the satisfaction of being in politics has
been that because of our government, the lives of many
common people and poor people have become easier,
and the prospects of a better life for many children have
increased.”

“After fulfilling the responsibility of building an

organisation in

politics and then
contesting elections,
now it is time to do

NEW DELHI. The Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC) has
planned to establish another waste-to-
energy plant in Bawana. For
this, the agency has sought
comments from the
common people, experts and
organisations before
finalising the detai led
project report.

Suggestions can be mailed to
msdpcc@nic.in till
December 26. A public
hearing will be held on
December27.

The move came after a recent
controversy related to Okhla
waste-to-energy plant,
where residents of nearby
localities raised strong objections to its
operationalisation.

urbanisation and industrialisation have

taken place very rapidly in northwest

Delhi, leading to an uptick in garbage
generation. Therefore, it
was proposed that a
waste-to-energy plant be
built there.

The plant will be built by
Jindal Urban Waste
Management (Bawana)
Limited which is already
handling the Okhla
waste-to-energy plant.
The DPCC’s summary
also stated that air
pollution may increase
during the construction
of the plant. The body
suggested measures like

dust separation, emission control

system and regular monitoring during
the construction.

of air pollution due to the operation of
the Okhla plant, which was started in
2012. People living in its vicinity

complained of the aggravated health
impact of the toxin released by the
: ) incineration of trash.

Locals complained about the high level The executive summary stated that

NEW DELHI. Four months after the tragic
and unfortunate death of three UPSC (Union
Public Service Commission) aspirants in
Delhi’s Rajendra Nagar area, amicus curiae
(Friend of the court) Siddhartha Dave on
Friday filed a draft/model in the Supreme
Court on the issue of infrastructure, safety
and regulation of private coaching centres.

A two-judge bench of the top court, led by
Justice Surya Kant and also comprising
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan, is expected to hear the
matter next in couple of weeks.

The police said, these three UPSC aspirants
died owing to flooding of basement of a
coaching centre in Delhi’s Rajendra

., .
Delhl s Rulendru Nagar.The draft proposed a slew of
measures to cnsure safety measures in

Nagar. coaching institutes.
ﬂ:_ “The rules propose heavy fines and penalties

Farmers suspend Delhi march after clashes at
Punjab-Haryana border; six injured

Water cannon vehicles have also been deployed at the Shambhu border point.
CHANDIGARH. Protesting farmers on

proprietor, or other persons involved in the
operation or functioning of such coaching
institute, shall be liable, for each such
violation, to pay a penalty of rupees fifty
thousand for the first violation, and rupees
two lacs for the subsequent violation.

“In case the violation still continues, then the
registration of the private coaching institute
shall be cancelled. The penalty shall be in
addition to all other penalties and/ or
offences committed under all existing
applicable laws,” it said.

The draft rules say owner, proprietor, and any
other person responsible for the operation or
functioning of a coaching institute shall be
personally and vicariously liable for any
penalties, or offences which may be
committed due to the violation of any
provisions of these Rules.

~The police said the
three UPSC
aspirants died
owing to the
flooding of the
basement of a
coaching centre in

on a private coaching institute, including the
owner, proprietor, or other persons involved
in its operation or functioning, if there is any
violations found,” the draft filed by senior
advocate and amicus curiae, Dave, before
the apex court, said.

The draft rules said, in case of violation of any
of the provisions of the Rules, a private
coaching institute, including the owner,

administration under BNS Section 163,

something else

while staying in

@AamAadmiParty.

Whoever contests

the election in
Timarpur assembly, @ArvindKejriwal ji will become
the Chief Minister of Delhi, and all of us Delhiites will
together ensure this,” his post added. Delhi Assembly
Speaker Ram Niwas Goel, on Thursday, wrote a letter
informing AAP supremo Kejriwal about his decision to
retire from electoral politics due to his advancing age.

Goel (76) also expressed gratitude for the respect shown
by all party legislators and said that he will be in the
party and will take any responsibility if assigned.

After Goel’s announcement, Kejriwal tweeted, “Ram
Niwas Goyal’s decision to leave electoral politics is an
emotional moment for all of us. His guidance has shown
us the right direction inside and outside the House for
years. Due to his increasing age and health, he had
recently expressed his desire to leave electoral politics
just a few days ago. We respect his decision. Goyal
sahab was, is and will always be the guardian of our
family. The party will always need his experience and
services in the future too.”

Friday suspended for the day their foot
march to Delhi as some of them suffered
injuries after police fired teargas shells
and rubber bullets at the Punjab-Haryana
border.Earlier in the day, a ‘jatha’ of 101
farmers began to march towards Delhi
from their protest site at the Shambhu
border but was stopped a few metres away
by multilayered barricading erected by
Haryana cops.

As the group reached the barricades,
security personnel lobbed teargas shells to
force them to retreat to their protest site.
Many farmers rushed to cover the teargas
shells with wet jute bags to counter the
smoke. Some of them were seen uprooting
iron nails and barbed wire installed on the
road to stop their march. Many of the
‘jatha’ crossed the initial layer of
barricades, but could not proceed further.

A few of them were seen pushing an iron
mesh put up by security personnel down
the bridge constructed over the Ghaggar
river. One of the protesters climbed the
roof of a tin shade where security forces

R »

had been stationed. He was forced to
climb down.Water cannon vehicles have
also been deployed at the Shambhu border

i

point. The Haryana Police asked the

farmers not to proceed further, citing a
prohibitory order clamped by the Ambala

which restricts unlawful assembly of five
or more in the district. The Haryana
government on Friday suspended mobile
internet services in 11 villages in Ambala
from December 6-9 as a precautionary
measure.Farmer leader Sarwan Singh
Pandher claimed that five to six protesters
were injured. He later announced the
suspension of the march for the day and
said the injured farmers were taken to a
hospital.

“We have called back the jatha for today in
view of the injuries suffered by a few
farmers,” he said, adding that the
Samyukta Kisan Morcha (non-political)
and the Kisan Mazdoor Morcha would
decide the next course of action after a
meeting.

The farmers have been demanding that the
Centre give them a legal guarantee for
MSP. They have been camping at the
Shambhu and Khanauri border points
between Punjab and Haryana since
February 13, when their march to Delhi
was stopped by security forces.
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Biden's bad hair day draws
ghostly comparisons at
White House Christmas
event

world. US President Joe Biden created quite a stir
when he removed his stocking cap, revealing
unexpectedly long, wispy hair that stood on end due
to static electricity at Thursday night's White House
national Christmas tree lighting ceremony.He
interacted with journalists who remained on the cold
South Lawn after his speech, asking them teasingly,
"You're still here?"The striking images of the 82-
year-old president quickly spread across social
media, drawing parallels to characters from "A
Christmas Carol.""Dude literally looks like [Jacob]
Marley's Ghost at this point," commented one X user,
drawing a connection to Scrooge's deceased business
partner from the Dickens tale."He is about to loose
his hair through wind!" one wrote. "I'm assuming he
went with the late wake up call." another said.Biden
is looking more and more like the ghost of Christmas
future!," one user said.

Following his speech about the 30-foot red spruce tree
at the Ellipse, the president visited the press area. He
had spoken about the tree representing the season's
essence."The theme is 'A Season of Peace and Light'
— of peace and light — the peace we feel as we pause
and reflect on our blessing and the light — the light
we see as we gather with loved ones that cherish our
time together," Biden said, referencing the holiday
theme announced by first lady Jill Biden.

The second Catholic president continued, "During this
season of reflection and renewal, many of us will sing
'O Holy Night." A phrase in the song is, 'His law is
love; His gospel is peace."

"May wish for you and for the nation, now and always,
is we continue to seek the light of liberty and love,
kindness and compassion, dignity and decency," he
added."Merry Christmas, America. Merry Christmas
to all of you. And may God bless you all. And may
God protect— may God protect our troops."

The evening brought unusually cold conditions to the
typically mild capital, ushering in the holiday season
with a distinct winter chill.

Princess Kate Middleton
hosts 'Together at
Christmas' service, her first
major public event after
cancer diagnosis

world. Princess Kate returned to public life on Friday,
hosting her annual Christmas carol service at
Westminster Abbey after a year largely spent away
due to a cancer diagnosis, as reported by ABC news.

The Princess of Wales was accompanied by her
husband, Prince William, and their children, Princes
George and Louis, and Princess Charlotte. Kate wore
ared coat with a black bow and black boots.

The hour-long service, attended by over 1,000 guests
and other royals, centered on the themes of love and
empathy. Attendees included survivors of a July knife
attack at a UK dance school event that left three
children dead and nine injured.

Kate sat with her family during the service and was
seen guiding young Prince Louis during a candlelight
exchange. The service, titled "Royal Carols: Together
at Christmas," is set to air on Christmas Eve in the
UK.This year’s service "shine[s] a light on
individuals from all over the UK who have shown
love, kindness, and empathy towards others in their
communities," according to Kensington Palace.

Kate's return is a significant milestone after
announcing her cancer diagnosis in March. She had
abdominal surgery in January, and cancer was found
during follow-up tests. The type of cancer and
treatment details have not been shared publicly.

In September, Kate shared a video message saying she
completed chemotherapy and was focusing on
staying "cancer free" and returning to her royal
duties. Since then, she has gradually increased her
public appearances, including visiting the site of the
July knife attack and welcoming Qatar’s leader to the
UK.In 2021, Kate played the piano at the carol
service, performing "For Those Who Can't Be Here"
with Tom Walker. The annual service has become a
royal Christmas tradition since Kate launched it in
2021.

Donald Trump vanquished him,
Biden, Harris': Conservatives
slam Obama in first post-
elections speech

world. After the Democrats lost the 2024 election,
former US President Barack Obama addressed the
Obama Foundation's Democracy Forum on
Thursday for the first time since the election,
discussing political polarization and the importance
of pluralism. His comments drew criticism from
conservatives on social media.

During his speech, Obama argued that a line is crossed
when one side tries to maintain power by suppressing
votes, politicizing the military, or using the judicial
and criminal justice systems against opponents.

"Pluralism is not about holding hands and singing
‘Kumbaya.” It is not about abandoning your
convictions and folding when things get tough,"
Obama said. "It is about recognizing that, in a
democracy, power comes from forging alliances and
building coalitions and making room in those
coalitions not only for the woke, but the waking.
Purity tests are not a recipe for long-term success,"
he added.Conservative and Republican users
responded to Obama’s remarks on social media
platform X.Journalist Miranda Devine wrote, "It’s
over for Obama. The spell is broken. Donald Trump
vanquished him, Biden, Harris, the Bushes, the
Cheneys. All of them, with a spring in his step."Other
criticisms came from Matt Whitlock, who said,
"Obama turned our politics into ‘if you disagree with
me, you are a bad person.” Few people did more to
pave the way for Trump. So he can take a seat.
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Notre Dame Reopens Five Years After Shocking Blaze

Notre Dame's renaissance so
soon after a 2019 blaze that
destroyed its roof and spire
comes at a difficult time for the

country.

Paris.Notre Dame will formally reopen
Saturday five years after the Paris cathedral
was devastated by fire, with US president-
elect Donald Trump among world leaders
there to celebrate its remarkably rapid
restoration.Held up as an example of
French creativity and resilience by
President Emmanuel Macron, Notre
Dame's renaissance so soon after a 2019
blaze that destroyed its roof and spire
comes at a difficult time for the
country.The sense of national
accomplishment in restoring a beloved
symbol of Paris has been undercut by
political turmoil that has left France
without a proper government and in a
budget crisis. Macron is hoping that the
first full service inside Notre Dame and the
sight of around 40 world leaders in Paris
might provide a fleeting sense of pride and
unity -- as the Paris Olympics did in July

Comets Brought Water To Earth Billions
Of Years Ago, New Study Claims

we could find evidence for that
happening at 67P. And this is just one
of those very rare cases where you
propose a hypothesis and actually
find it happening," said Ms Mandt.

As it turned out, Ms Mandt's team
found a clear connection between
deuterium measurements in the
comet and the amount of dust around
the Rosetta spacecraft.As a comet
moves in its orbit closer to the Sun,
its surface warms up, causing gas to
release from the surface, including
dust with bits of water ice on it. Water
with deuterium sticks to dust grains
more readily than regular water
does," the study highlighted."When
the ice on these dust grains is released
into the coma, this effect could make
the comet appear to have more
deuterium than it has," itadded.

The research has big implications not
only for understanding comets' role
in delivering Earth's water but also
for understanding comet
observations that provide insight into
the formation of the early solar

world. Comets may have been
responsible for the presence of water
on Earth, scientists have claimed,
according to a new research
published this week in Science
Advances. The researchers focused
on Comet 67P/Churyumov-
Gerasimenko and discovered that the
molecular structure of water found on
the celestial body closely resembled
that of Earth's oceans. While water
existed in the gas and dust form when
Earth formed around 4.6 billion years
ago, questions regarding how it
ultimately became rich in liquid
water have puzzled scientists.

Researchers are of the view that a
substantial portion of our oceans
came from the ice and minerals on

crashed into Earth. To further their
theory, the researchers led by
Kathleen Mandt, a planetary scientist
at NASA's Goddard Space Flight
Center, decided to use an advanced
statistical computation technique to
find the molecular structure of water
on 67P which belongs to the Jupiter

Russia's Words

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy again
condemned Russia's relentless attacks,
emphasising the devastating toll of its
strikes on Ukrainian cities. He also
highlighted the events that unfolded on
St. Nicholas Day, underscoring the
need for "strength" in the face of !
Russian terror. Sharing a post on X on
Friday, Zelenskyy wrote, "Russia's
words mean nothing, but their bombs
and missiles speak volumes.""On the
evening of St. Nicholas Day, aerial
bombs in Zaporizhzhia hit a service
station directly, cars with people inside.

As of now, four people are knowntobe  h e

wounded and are receiving medical
assistance. Tragically, the list of
fatalities includes nine names. In
Kryvyi Rih, a missile strike targeted an
ordinary city building, injuring 17
people and killing two. And these are

and August.The re-opening "is the proof
that we know how to do grand things, we
know how to do the impossible and the
whole world has admired us for it on two
occasions this year," Macron said during
atelevised address on Thursday, referring
to the widely praised Olympics. During a
visit with TV cameras last week however,
he somewhat undermined the suspense
behind the reopening, revealing the
cathedral's freshly scrubbed limestone
walls, new furniture and vaulted wooden
roof cut from ancient oak trees selected
from the finest forests of France.The
reconstruction effort has cost around 700
million euros ($750 million), financed
from donations, with the re-opening
achieved within five years despite
predictions it could take decades.

Workers had to overcome problems with lead
pollution, the Covid-19 epidemic, and the
general overseeing the project falling to his
death while hiking in the Pyrenees last year.

Trump Show?

While the reborn 12th-century architectural

Macron to attend earlier this week, saying
the French leader had done "a wonderful
job ensuring that Notre Dame has been
restored to its full level of glory, and even
more s0."US President Joe Biden will be
represented by his wife Jill, while Britain's
Prince William and Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky will also be present.

masterpiece will be the main focus of Zelensky is expected to seek his first face-to-

public attention on Saturday, TV cameras
are also likely to linger on Trump who will
be making his first overseas trip since
winning re-election to the White House last
month.He accepted an invitation from

face meeting with Trump who has vowed to
force a peace agreement to end the war in
Ukraine, possibly by withholding US
weapon supplies.One surprising absentee
will be Pope Francis, the head of the

Catholic Church, who has decided
against breaking off from a weekend
trip to the French island of Corsica. A
message from Francis addressed to
the French people will be read out to
the congregation of VIPs, church
figures and selected members of the
public when the service begins on
Saturday evening.

'Universal Sadness'

Parisians watched in horror in 2019 as
flames ravaged Notre Dame, a
landmark famed as the setting for
Victor Hugo's novel "The
Hunchback of Notre Dame" and one
of the world's most visited
monuments. The apocalyptic images

were even seen by some as a sign of the

demise of Western civilisation, with the
850-year-old wonder saved from complete
collapse only by the heroic intervention of
firefighters.The exact cause of the blaze
has never been identified despite a forensic
investigation by prosecutors, who believe
an accident such as an electrical fault was
the most likely reason."We felt a sense of
universal sadness when Notre Dame
burned," said fashion designer Jean-

Charles de Castelbajac, who has dreamed

up colourful new priestly vestments that

will be worn by senior clergy on Saturday.

Leave At The Earliest":
India's Midnight Advisory
Over Grave Situation In Syria

world.Concerned about the deteriorating situation in
Syria, the Government of India put out a late-night
advisory to all Indian nationals to completely "avoid
all travel to Syria until further notice".

In the statement, which shared an emergency helpline
number and an email ID, the Ministry of External
Affairs appealed to all Indians currently in Syria to

family of comets, using data captured
by European Space Agency's (ESA)

Rosetta mission to
asteroid.Earth's specific signature

asteroids and possibly comets that The water on Earth has a unique
molecular signature which has to do
with specific rations of the hydrogen
variant, or isotope, called deuterium.
For the last few decades, deuterium
levels in water found in the vapour
trails of several Jupiter-family comets
displayed similar levels to that of
Earth's water."So I was just curious if

Mean Nothing, But...": Zelenskyy
Condemns Attacks On St. Nicholas Day

Russia-Ukraine War. Ukrainian

the

system.

violence. Only through strength can
we resist this. And only through
strength can real peace be
established. I thank everyone who is
supporting Ukraine's efforts. May
the memory of all the victims of
Russian terror be eternal, Zelenskyy
said on X.A day before, the
Ukrainian President also thanked its

"remain in touch with the Indian Embassy in
Damascus".New Delhi's urgent notification also
stated that "Those who can, are advised to leave
(Syria) by the earliest available commercial flights."
For those who cannot, the advisory asked them to
"observe utmost precaution about their safety and
restrict their movements to the minimum."

The emergency helpline number shared is for the
Indian Embassy in Damascus. It is +963
993385973. This number can also be used on
WhatsApp the statement read, adding an emergency
email ID as well - which is
hoc.damascus@mea.gov.in. Updates shall be
shared once the staff is contacted, the advisory
stated. WHAT IS HAPPENING IN SYRIA - AND
HOW BAD IS THE SITUATIONSyria is in the
midst of a political turmoil, with the Russia and
Iran-backed Bashar Al-Assad regime finding itself
surrounded by rebel groups and militias which are
backed by Turkey. Rebel forces have, over the last
week, pressed a lightning offensive across Syria
aiming to overthrow President Bashar al-Assad.The
Islamist-led rebels were at the gates of Syria's
Homs, a war monitor told news agency AFP. Several
other Syrian cities have fallen out of government
control - some without even a bullet having to be
fired. The offensive by the Islamist rebels have been
so swift, that Syria's second city Aleppo and
strategically located Hama have already fallen from
President Bashar al-Assad's control. This has
happened for the first time since the civil war began
in 2011.Bashar al-Assad's clan has ruled Syria for
the past five decades, but for the first time ever, it has
looked truly vulnerable to a total collapse. Should
the rebels capture Homs, it would cut the seat of
power in the capital Damascus from the
Mediterranean coast, a key bastion of Bashar Assad.

just two Russian attacks on two
Ukrainian cities in a single day," the
post further reads. The Ukrainian
President further criticised Russian
President Vladimir Putin and said that

peace.""Thousands of such strikes
Russia has carried out during this war
make it absolutely clear: Putin does not
seek real peace--he seeks the ability to
treat any country this way, with bombs,
missiles, and all other forms of

partners for providing the country

with the Peklo drone missile. In a
post on X, Zelenskyy wrote, "The
"Peklo" (Hell) drone-missile -- our
Ukrainian weapon with proven combat
effectiveness. Today, the first batch
was delivered to our Defense Forces.
The mission now is to scale up
production and deployment." "I am
grateful to everyone involved in our
defence production,
contribution helps Ukraine fight," the
postadded.

doesn't seek "real

whose

According to the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights monitor, by Friday morning (local time), the
Islamist rebels were less than five kilometres from
the edge of Homs.WHO IS BEHIND THIS - AND
WHAT IS HIS PAST

Abu Mohammed al-Jolani, the leader of the Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham or HTS rebel alliance, has
categorically said that the goal of this offensive is to
overthrow Bashar al-Assad and end his rule in Syria.

"When we talk about objectives, the goal of the
revolution remains the overthrow of this regime.

Muhammad Now The Most Popular Name
For A Baby In Great Britain, Data Shows

The Department of Stafistics
in the United Kingdom has
revealed in its latest dataset
that Muhammad is officially
the most popular name for a
newhorn boy in England and
Wales.

London.427 years after William
Shakespeare wrote it for the first time in
the great "tragedy" Romeo & Juliet,
England is asking the quintessential
question - "What's in a name?" - And this
time wondering what significance that
question might hold in another 42.7 years.

The Department of Statistics in the United
Kingdom has revealed in its latest dataset
that Muhammad is officially the most

popular name for a newborn boy in
England and Wales. More than 4,600
babies were registered with that name in
2023 - the highest for a boy. Muhammad
was the second-most popular name in
2022 as well.Noah, once the most popular
name in UK, came a distant second this
year, according to the Office for National
Statistics or ONS.But the staff at Great
Britain's statistical office has in-fact been
observing the trend for a while now.
Jotting down the most popular names in
the UK, besides other important statistics,
it revealed that Muhammad has been
among the top 10 names for baby boys
since 2016.Adding to the cheer, the
Department of Statistics said that other
spellings of the name Muhammad -
namely Mohammed and Mohammad -
also made the top 100 list for England and
Wales. This, the ONS explained, is
because it considers each spelling as a
separate name.Victoria, Harry, William,
and Charlotte are no longer popular
names for children in the UK, the data
showed, adding that Elizabeth and

»

Charles are also not a favourite among
young parents.The nine other top names
for newborn boys in Britain are - Noah,
Oliver, George, Leo, Arthur, Luca,
Theodore, Oscar, and Henry.For newborn
girls, the ten most popular names in
Britain in 2023 were - Olivia, Amelia,
Isla, Lily, Freya, Ava, lvy, Florence,
Willow, and Isabella. The top three names
for girls have remained unchanged for a
third consecutive year.

The statistical office also said that new
entries to the list of top 100 baby names

include Hazel, Lilah, Autumn, Nevaeh
and Raya for girls, and Jax, Enzo, and
Bodhi for boys.It further noted that the
time of year also played an important
part in parents choosing a name. In the
month of December, Holly, Robyn and
Joseph were more popular, whereas
names like Summer and Autumn were
popular in their respective seasons.Data
revealed that pop culture also played a
big part in how baby names were chosen.
The most popular celebrity names for
babies include music artists Billie Eilish
and Lana Del Rey, baby names from the
Kardashian-Jenner family such as Reign
and Saint, and movie stars such as Margot
Robbie and Cillian Murphy.

The statistical office said that the top names
for boys had much higher counts than
those for girls. This is because, there are
many more unique names for baby girls as
compared to baby boys. The pool of
unique names for girls are over 35,000 in
count, while for boys the pool, including
variations of the same name, stands at
29,560.
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"Maybe He Didn't Have Talent In...":
Rahul Dravid's Old Assessment Of

Vinod Kambli Resurfaces

NEW DELHI. After a video of Vinod
Kambli's recent public appearance came to
the fore, an old clip of Rahul Dravid sharing
his views on the definition of 'talent', while
mentioning Vinod Kambli's name, has
resurfaced on social media. Kambli, a
childhood friend of the legendary Sachin
Tendulkar, was one of the most-talked about
cricketers when he arrived at the scene, but
he failed to maintain the stature. Despite
playing 104 ODIs and 17 Tests for India after
making his debut in 1991, Kambli's
international career could not last even a
decade.

In the viral resurfaced clip, Dravid, who
played 509 matches for India besides also
coaching the senior team later, gave the
example of how Vinod Kambli had an
incredible 'ball-striking ability' but probably
"didn't have the talent in the other areas to
understand what it took to be an
international cricketer.""I think we judge
talent wrong. What do we see as talent? And
I've made the same mistake. We judge talent
by people's ability to strike a cricket ball.
The sweetness or the timing of a cricket ball.

That's the only thing we see as talent. Things
like determination, courage, discipline, and
temperament are also talents. When we
judging talent, I think we've got to look at the
whole package," he said in the video.

"It's a hard thing to explain but some people
just have the gift of timing and ball-striking.
Sourav Ganguly just had that ability to time a
cover drive. He just had it. You could see.
Sachin has it. And Viru. You wouldn't say
that about someone like Gautam (Gambhir)
as much as you would do for some of these
other guys. Not that Gautam is less
successful. So that's what we see as talent.
We don't actually look at the other side of
talent. We say, a talented player didn't make
it. We always look at this side but maybe he
didn't have the other talents," Dravid
added."T hate to use... but Vinod's probably

NEW DELHI. Inter Milan moved a point

Liverpool Face Merseyside Derby
Cauldron, Chelsea Defy Expectations

«Premier Leaque leaders

Liverpool will expect more
magic from Mohamed Salah
when they meet Everton in
an emotional Merseyside
derby at Goodison Park

NEW DELHI. Premier League leaders
Liverpool will expect more magic from
Mohamed Salah when they meet Everton in
an emotional Merseyside derby at Goodison
Park. Chelsea face Tottenham having
emerged as unexpected title contenders,
while West Ham boss Julen Lopetegui and
Wolves manager Gary O'Neil battle to avoid
the sack. AFP Sport looks at the key talking
points ahead of this weekend's action:

Mohamed Salah's blistering form could be the
ideal antidote to Everton's frenzied fans
when Liverpool face their rivals for the last
Merseyside derby at Goodison Park in the
Premier League.Everton host the Reds for
the final time at their home of 132 years in a
top-flight match on Saturday, with the

Toffees due to move to a new stadium at
Bramley Moore Dock in time for next
season.Goodison is always hostile territory
for Liverpool but the significance of their
latest domestic squabble means the
Everton faithful will be ramped up even
more than usual."I'd like to think it'll bring
our fans to the fore," Everton manager Sean
Dyche said.Liverpool will be confident of
silencing the raucous atmosphere if Egypt
star Salah maintain his hot streakOn
Wednesday, Salah, who has netted nine
times in his last seven league matches,
scored twice in a 3-3 draw at Newcastle,
surpassing Wayne Rooney's record by
scoring and assisting in the same Premier
League game for the 37th time.Salah is out
of contract at the end of the season and said
last week he was "disappointed" by the
club's failure to offer him a new deal.But,
with 15 goals in all competitions this term,
Salah's value is clear to Liverpool boss Arne
Slot.

"Every time we need Mo Salah he scores a
goal. We are hoping and expecting he can
continue this for along time," he said.

Chelsea exceeding expectationsWhen Enzo
Maresca arrived at Stamford Bridge in June,
the new Chelsea boss was widely seen to
have inherited an impossible job.

Tasked with marshalling a bloated squad filled
with talented but underachieving
youngsters, while coping with demanding

Chelsea co-owners Todd Boehly and
Behdad Eghbali, the Italian had taken a
major risk by leaving promoted Leicester to
replace Mauricio Pochettino.But fast
forward just six months and the sound of
Maresca being serenaded by Chelsea fans
during Wednesday's 5-1 win at Southampton
underscored the 44-year-old's impact in a
short space of time.Chants of "We've got our
Chelsea back' echoed around St Mary's and
ahead of Sunday's London derby at
Tottenham, the Blues sit in second place,
seven points behind Liverpool, after

Inter Milan Beat Parma To Close In
On Serie A Leaders Napoli

behind Serie A leaders Napoli on Friday
after seeing off Parma 3-1 at the San Siro
ahead of a key Champions League clash
at Bayer Leverkusen. Brilliantly taken
goals either side of half-time from Italian
internationals Federico Dimarco and
Nicolo Barella and Marcus Thuram's
neat volley in the 67th minute were
enough for the reigning champions to
close in on Napoli. Simone Inzaghi's
Inter are also level on 31 points with
second-placed Atalanta, who could
claim the provisional league lead with a
win over AC Milan later on Friday.

Parma, who netted through a late Matteo
Darmian own goal, sit 12th in Serie A, but
Inzaghi still picked his best available XI
even with a big European fixture around
the corner, selecting captain and star
striker Lautaro Martinez for his 300th
Inter appearance.Martinez has struggled
for form this season and as well as having
a first half strike rightly ruled out for
offside the Argentina forward also
wasted three good opportunities to
score.The 27-year-old had his head in his
hands when he poked wide a great chance
one-on-one with Parma goalkeeper Zion
Suzuki, six minutes after Thuram lashed

extending their unbeaten league run to six
games.It might be too soon for
inexperienced Chelsea to win the title, but
a top four finish would be tangible reward
for their improvement under Maresca."It
was a very good feeling, especially
because you can see that they are happy,
that is our target," Maresca said of
Chelsea's fans.
Lopetegui and O'Neil in sack race
West Ham boss Julen Lopetegui and
Wolves manager Gary O'Neil will face
their former clubs on Monday in a
relegation showdown that could end with
one of them being sacked.In the aftermath
of Tuesday's 3-1 loss at Leicester,
Lopetegui was reported to have survived
aboard meeting about his position.
But the Spaniard, who replaced David
Moyes in the close-season, is not safe yet,
with suggestions he could still be dismissed
if the Hammers lose at home to fellow
strugglers Wolves, who he managed in the
2022-23 season.Despite a 130 million
pounds ($165 million) investment in new
players, West Ham are 14th, having won just
four of their 14 league matches. Wolves have
fared even worse, with Wednesday's 4-0
thrashing at Everton leaving them three
points adrift of safety in 19th place.O'Neil,
who played for West Ham from 2011 to
2013, heard Wolves fans call for his sacking
during their ninth league loss this term.

Tussles, trials,
and triumph

CHENNALThe lights dim, the crowd falls

silent, and then, the roar of excitement soars
as the bell rings — the ultimate showdown is
about to begin. In one corner, she stands a
fighter, fierce and determined, whose journey
has been anything but ordinary. Afshan
Fathima, India’s rising Mixed Martial Arts
(MMA) star, stands ready, her every muscle
honed through years of struggle, sweat, and
sacrifice. National champion Afshan made
history recently by securing a silver medal for
India at the 2024 World MMA
Championships.

But the true fight isn’t just happening in the ring

— it’s been years in the making. Afshan
Fathima’s journey to the MMA spotlight has
been one of resilience and overcoming
societal expectations.

been one of the nicest guys that I've met.

Humble beginnings
Vinod had an incredible ball-striking ability.

Raised in a modest Muslim family in Anna

Napoli host Lazio on Sunday night after

C ; home his 10th league goal of the
being dumped out of the Italian Cup by

season.France attacker Thuram was born

I remember a game in Rajkot, Vinod got 150
against (Javagal) Srinath and Anil
(Kumble). It was incredible. First ball Anil
came onto bowl, he hit him straight into the
stone wall. In Rajkot, there used to be a stone
wall. He hit it bang straight onto it. I mean,
we were all shocked, wow it was amazing.

Paris Saint-Germain Held Again
In Draw With Auxerre

NEW DELHI. Paris Saint-Germain were
denied by a combination of good
goalkeeping and poor finishing as the Ligue
1 leaders were held to a 0-0 draw at Auxerre
on Friday ahead of a crucial match in their
Champions League campaign. It was a
second successive domestic draw for PSG
offthe back of a damaging 1-0 defeat away to
Bayern Munich in European competition at
the end of last month. Luis Enrique's team
remain unbeaten in Ligue 1 and are now
eight points clear of their nearest
challengers, although Monaco and Marseille
will each have the opportunity to cut that gap
to five points over the course of the
weekend.Of more pressing concern to the

Qatar-backed club are their continuing
difficulties in front of goal, with PSG now
having scored just once in three outings.

"I have nothing to reproach my players for.
They gave everything. I am not going to
criticise them, even internally," said Luis
Enrique.The return of a genuine number nine
in Portugal striker Goncalo Ramos after over
three months out injured has so far failed to
fix their lack of a goal threat, however.

Held 1-1 at home by struggling Nantes last
week, this time PSG saw Vitinha hit the
woodwork in the second half, while Auxerre
goalkeeper Donovan Leon made several key
saves to keep the visitors at bay in Burgundy.

Leon notably saved from Ramos and Achraf
Hakimi before preventing substitute Randal
Kolo Muani from snatching victory at the
death."The result does not reflect what we
saw on the pitch," Luis Enrique added.
"Don't forget that we were up against the
second-best team at home."Auxerre are
enjoying a fine season on their return to the
top flight following promotion, and sit just
outside the European places."It is just one
point but it feels more like three," admitted
Auxerre coach Christophe Pelissier.PSG
will need to rediscover a clinical edge in time
for Tuesday's trip to Austria to play Salzburg
in the Champions League.The French
champions have just four points after five
games in Europe's elite club competition and
realistically need at least two wins from their
remaining three fixtures if they are to reach
the knockout phase.

their capital city opponents on
Thursday."We scored some great goals
today... The only disappointing thing is that
we conceded. We didn't deserve to given
how we played over the 94 minutes," said
Inzaghi to DAZN.Inter are unbeaten in 14

matches in all competitions and travel to
Leverkusen on Tuesday knowing that a win
would almost certainly ensure direct
qualification to the last 16 with two matches
remaining.

in Parma where his father Lilian played

for five seasons, winning the UEFA Cup
and Italian Cup in 1999 as part of a star-
studded outfit which also featured Italian
icons Gianluigi Buffon and Fabio
Cannavaro.

Jude Bellingham Back To Best As
Real Madrid Face Girona

wWhile doubts grow around Kylian
Mbappe's start af Real Madrid, last
season's hero Jude Bellingham has
burst into the kind of form which
made Los Blancos the champions of

Spain and Europe

NEW DELHI. While doubts grow around
Kylian Mbappe's start at Real Madrid, last
season's hero Jude Bellingham has burst
into the kind of form which made Los
Blancos the champions of Spain and
Europe. Madrid visit Girona on Saturday in
La Liga, who were the team which ran them
closest for the title until a late drop-off in
form saw them fall to third. Carlo Ancelotti's
side have a game in hand on leaders
Barcelona, whom they trail by four points
after a midweek defeat at Athletic Bilbao, in
which Mbappe missed his second penalty in
just over a week.By contrast Bellingham
netted for the fourth league game running
and is shouldering plenty of responsibility

with Brazilian winger Vinicius Junior out
injured.Last season Bellingham scored 10
goals in his first 10 games for the club, but in
the current campaign he went 12 matches
goalless across all competitions before
breaking his duck."l arrived last summer
and the club lost arguably one of the greatest
goal scorers of the generation in Karim
Benzema," said Bellingham last week."This
year we've signed (Mbappe), one of the best
players of this generation, he's someone
who has scored an amazing amount of goals
so as a team we expect him to do that."For
me, [ know then my role differs, which I'm
happy to do... (but) I also want to take that
responsibility -- now I['ve got the smell for it

again in these last couple of
games."Bellingham finished well against
Athletic on Wednesday to pull his team back
on level terms, before a Fede Valverde
mistake allowed the Basque side to snatch a
2-1 victory, snapping a three-game winning
run in La Liga for Real Madrid.The England
international helped Los Blancos win 3-0 at
Girona's Montilivi stadium last season with
a stunning assist and a goal, a show of force
which warned the Catalan minnows they
were still rungs below the elite.Bellingham
then netted twice against Girona in a 4-0
rout at home in February which helped
Madrid take control of the title race.Madrid
have lost five games this season across all
competitions after losing just twice in the
entirety of last season."We've improved on
certain things in recent games but we're not
as solid as we were last year," admitted
Ancelotti on Wednesday."We'll start getting
players back now and we'll improve, that's
for sure."Girona lost various players in the
summer and have also been stricken by
injuries this season, currently sitting
eighth.Leaders Barcelona visit Real Betis
earlier on Saturday, aiming to move seven
points clear of Madrid before kick-off at
Montilivi.

Nagar, where women were expected to follow

traditional roles, Afshan’s love for physical
activity and combat sports was viewed with
skepticism. It wasn’t just the world of MMA
that was foreign to her family; the very idea of
a woman stepping into a fighting ring was a
challenge to deep-rooted cultural norms.
Afshan says, “I began my MMA journey at
19, initially joining as a student. I was eager to
get into sports, and fighting seemed like the
perfect fit. At the time, I didn’t overthink it; it
was simply something I had always been
drawn to, even as a child. So, I decided to
learn the sport. I trained at Combat Kinetics in
Chennai under my coach, and soon after, I
realised I wanted to compete.s I progressed,
my coach helped me understand the deeper
layers of the sport. He introduced me to the
concept of fight team training, which
involved national and international athletes
— something entirely different from what I
initially envisioned. That was when I fully
grasped the true scope of MMA and realised
how much more there was to learn and
experience.”’Like many athletes who come
from less privileged backgrounds, Afshan’s
initial steps into MMA were not met with
openarms.

Maiden national gold for Jaideep after
twin hearthreaks at Olympic qualitiers

CHENNAL Jaideep suffered twin heartbreaks

early this year as he lost narrowly in the Asian
and World Olympic qualifiers thus failing to
book a ticket for the Paris Games. A petty
officer with the Indian Navy, it was his dream
to represent and win a medal for the country
in the Olympics like any other athletes.

Having won a bronze medal at the U20 World

Championship and a silver medal at the U20
Asian Championship in 2023, Jaideep was
expected to book an Olympic quota for the
country in the 74kg but it was not to be.

Luckily the setbacks didn't bother the Haryana

wrestler for a long period as he won silver at
the U23 Asian Championship in June and
followed it up with a gold medal at the World
Military Championship last month. On
Friday, he added yet another medal to his
tally as he clinched his maiden gold on the
opening day of the Senior National

Championship in Bengaluru.Haryana won
the first position in the men's freestyle
category with 190 points followed by
Services Sports Control Board (SSCB 179)
and Delhi (143). "Jaideep could be termed
unlucky as he lost narrowly in the Olympic
Qualifiers but he is still young and can do it
for the 2028 Games," head coach of the
SSCB Kuldeep Singh told this daily.The
head coach believed the SSCB could have
clinched the championship but its proximity
with the World Military Championship had
impacted wrestlers' show in the ongoing
nationals. "The event in Armenia held a few
days back. Our wrestlers competed there and
won medals as well. They had to reduce
weight there and immediately have to repeat
the process here in Bengaluru which affected
their performances. We will try to do better in
the men's Greco-Roman championship

starting tomorrow (Saturday)," added the
coach.Notably, the SSCB decided to
compete in the event despite other board, the
Railway Sports Promotion Board (RSPB),
skipping the meet saying organiser Wrestling
Federation of India has been suspended by
the sports ministry.Apart from Jaideep,

Pankaj won a gold medal for the SSCB in
6lkg and Dinesh topped in the 125kg.
Similarly, Mohit Kumar (65kg) and Sharvan
(70kg) won a silver medal each for the SSCB
in their respective weight categories. Rahul
of Delhi won 57kg gold with the Paris
Olympic bronze medallist Aman Sehrawat,
an employee of the Indian Railways,
skipping the tournament.In 65kg, Sidhharth
of Haryana won gold while in 86kg Mukul
Dahiya of Delhi clinched the top spot beating
favourite Sandeep Singh, who despite being
from RSPB decided to contest for Punjab in
the championship.

On Saturday, bouts across all 10 weight

categories of Greco Roman style and two
weight categories of women's wrestling
(50kg & 72kg) will be conducted. Sunday,
the final day, will witness bouts in remaining
weight categories of women's wrestling.
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4 Newlywed Naga Chaitanya Says
’ | He Wants To Have 'A Couple 0f
ra a " Kids'": 'I d Love To Take Them..."

Kapoor]

Just Made This Fan's
Day At The Airport

aga Chaitanya and Sobhita Dhulipala got
married on December 4 at Annapurna
Studios in Hyderabad. Meanwhile, the
actor is set to appear on The Rana Daggubati
Show on Amazon Prime Video, hosted by his

. cousin Rana Daggubati. During the episode,

2 Chaitanya will talk about his future plans,
including his desire to have children, and his
experiences working with Aamir Khan and Sai
Pallavi.Reflecting on his personal life,
Chaitanya shared that by the time he’s 50, he
hopes to be happily married with kids. He said,
“When I’'m 50 years old, I want to be happily
married with a couple of kids, maybe one or
two. I’d love to take them racing and go-karting.
And relive the special moments of my
childhood."

On Friday, the newlyweds made their first public
appearance post their wedding, and were seen
visiting the Mallikarjuna Temple in Srisailam,
Andhra Pradesh. Nagarjuna also accompanied
the couple as they sought blessings at the
temple.Videos and pictures shared by
paparazzo Kamlesh Nand show Naga
Chaitanya in a mundu with white shirt.
Meanwhile, new bride Sobhita Dhulipala
exuded glow in a beautiful yellow silk saree
paired with an orange blouse. Nagarjuna was
seen in a peach kurta with black pajama. The
video shows the newly married couple walking
to the temple barefoot. On seeing the paparazzi,
Sobhita and Naga Chaitanya smiled at them.

Naga Chaitanya was previously married to
actress Samantha Ruth Prabhu. The couple tied
the knot in October 2017 after a long
relationship. However, they announced their
separation in October 2021 due to personal
differences and finalised their divorce in 2022.

Naga Chaitanya and Sobhita Dhulipala got
engaged in August. They getting married in
Annapurna Studios, owned by actor and Naga
Chaitanya’s father Nagarjuna Akkineni. Naga
Chaitanya and Sobhita Dhulipala’s wedding
was attended by celebrities such as Chiranjeevi,
Ram Charan, Mahesh Babu, Allu Arjun and his
family, PV Sindhu, Anurag Kashyap, SS
Rajamouli, Karthi, and many others.

Govinda's Daughter Tina Says

She's Moved On From Films,
Now Works With Her Dad: 'l
Don’t Need To Run The House'

hraddha Kapoor garnered much love for her appearance in the
S film Stree 2, a sequel to the 2018 hit horror-comedy Stree. The

actress, who enjoys a huge fanbase on her social media handles,
recently depicted her humble nature. She was recently spotted at the
Mumbai airport in her best outfit. However, her reaction towards one
of her fans is being praised.In a viral video, Shraddha is seen patiently :
waiting as a fan approaches her for a photo. Rather than dismissing the U
fan, she kindly invites them for a picture, showcasing her down-to-earth
nature and winning hearts with her friendly gesture.

Then, she waved to the fans and shutterbugs present there and entered the airport
premises. This won the hearts of many social media users, who flooded the
comment section with hearts and other emojis appreciating her. One social media user
wrote, “She’s a real gem", while another mentioned, “Awesome."For the day, the
actress opted for a casual outfit featuring an oversized sweatshirt from the shelves of
ace designer Dhruv Kapoor. The full-sleeved number featured bold graphic prints
and a round neck. The actress paired it with loose-fitted brown trousers, setting the
trend for comfy airport fashion. She kept her entire look minimal and picked a pair of
black shoes to complement her OOTD. Middle-parted loose tresses with subtle
makeup rounded off Shraddha’s airport look. Additionally, she carried a Bottega
Veneta Mini Wallace bag, which came with a price tag that can easily dig a hole in
many pockets. The mini black-hued leather bag is priced at USD 2,600, which in
INRisRs. 2,20,175.

The Aashiqui 2 actress is all set to spend some time in Abu Dhabi. Ahead of getting |
papped at the airport, she dropped a few insights into her packing. On one of her |
recent Instagram stories, Shraddha also gave a sneak peek into her “all packed"
suitcase alongside a “without ticket" partner on the trip. You don’t have to guess. It
was her furry friend who joined the frame while she was clicking the picture of her
luggage. Atop the snap, she wrote, “Packed and ready lekin iska ticket kaha hai (but
where is his ticket)?" followed by a pleading face and aeroplane emoji.

In yet another Instagram story, an extremely elated Shraddha was seen diving into a
scrumptious Thepla, a popular Indian flatbread. Alongside the photo, she penned,
“Ghar ka tiffin mere saath Abu Dhabi jayega (Homemade tiffin will go with me to
Abu Dhabi) #TheplaForTheWin @yvisitabudhabi #lnAbuDhabi."

ina Ahuja, Govinda’s daughter, recently
shared her thoughts on her acting career,
which didn’t unfold as she had hoped.
Tina made her Bollywood debut in 2015 with
Second Hand Husband, co-starring Gippy
Grewal and Dharmendra, but hasn’t featured
in films since then, focusing instead on music

®
videos. She revealed that she now assists her
father in his professional pursuits, even as
Govinda faces his own career challenges.In

Seeks Fans' Support To Fund Her
Father's Cancer Treatment

ayal Rohatgi recently opened up  don’t get reimbursed it’s sad. He requested me to put it on my
P about a personal and emotional  social media and I am doing it as I want to address the criteria an interview with Bollywood Bubble, Tina
battle her family is going through  based on which medical insurance as an industry works in our addressed being labeled as an example of “the
rlght now. The actress shared a heartfelt post on  country," she added. While explaining crowdfunding, she said reverse side of nepotism." She said, “To be

social media, revealing that her father is battling  this mode needs clarity but everyone uses it. “So here T use it as honest, I moved on very quickly. Because
Mtate cancer and appealed for financial a medium as my father asked me to. He has a right to get his after a point, it became very irritating to me
& tance. Payal shared the pain of watching her ~ reimbursement from medical insurance companies. But as when people said, ‘But you have an institute
father fighting the disease and how it has shaken her  rulesare not clear so here we talk," she said. at home, why are you struggling outside’. It

family. She urged her fans and
followers to donate generously to |
support her father’s
treatment. Taking to Instagram, she
shared a video featuring bill papers
and the front page of the
chequebook with a detailed note. It
read, “T have decided to post this on
my social media after a lot of
internal alignment of my thoughts."
She further explained that medical
treatments are quite expensive in
the country.

She said despite paying medical
insurance premiums, the family has
not received reimbursement,
making it difficult for them to cover the medical According to the Instagram post, her father is a senior citizen and

treatments. “I understand that every middle-class  has been suffering from prostate cancer since 2018, as well as
family has limited funds. My father who is a senior =~ COPD since 2006 and severe osteoporosis since 2008. At last,
citizen thought he would get reimbursement from the ~ Payal requested fans to donate and deposit money generously
medical insurance company whose premium he had  in the given account.Payal appeared as a contestant on the
paid but he hasn’t due to their internal rules. The reality show Bigg Boss in 2008. She participated in the ALT
medical insurance PREMIUM every year is so much ~ Balaji reality show Lock Upp in 2022 and finished as the
for senior citizens but when genuine medical expenses ~ runner-up. The actress is married to wrestler Sangram Singh.

became so annoying after a point, why should
Ianswer the same question again and again?"

Tina Ahuja shared that she now enjoys working
on projects with her father, Govinda. She
explained that she shifted her focus to doing
things she genuinely likes. She added, “I
decided that I might as well start working
with my dad and start doing things that I enjoy.
If things have to happen, they’ll happen. 1
don’t need to run the house, by the grace of
God. I actually started enjoying working with
my father, and I didn’t even realise that I’d left
a lot of things behind. I was like, ‘Chuck it, I
don’t want to do this. I would like to do things
that I want to be a part of”." Tina Ahuja shared
that working with her father, Govinda,
brought them closer. She said she let go of
unnecessary pressure and embraced a more
comfortable lifestyle. Tina said, “I was
getting better luxuries and treatment doing
plan B. Why would I be a main lead and travel
by economy when I can work with dad and get
a first-class ticket," she said.
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