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How to decongest
the City Beautiful
and why

AFEW weeks ago, the unthinkable happened.
Flying back to Chandigarh from the smog-laden
dystopia of Delhi, I looked forward to getting back
to the blue skies of my 'Garden City' hometown.
But as the plane descended for landing, the
erstwhile panorama of green fields and the azure-
blue Shivalik mountain range was cloaked in a
gloomy shawl of grey.

Media reports raised serious concerns about the
unprecedented rise in the AQI levels of the city.
The figures were matching those of Delhi and were
even worse at times. The usual suspects were being
blamed: 'western disturbances', farm fires, poor
wind speed, dust, construction. But the elephant in
the room was the increase in vehicular emissions.

Chandigarh not only has the distinction of the
highest per capita income but also the highest
number of cars per person car in the country. From
being a pedestrians paradise, its roads are
crammed with automobiles today. In 2023,
Chandigarh registered a record-breaking 53,220
vehicles, much above the average 45,697 vehicles
registered per year over the last decade. The
'oxygen capital of India' has now among the
highest AQI figures in the country.

Another development — about Haryana wanting to
build its own Assembly complex in Chandigarh to
accommodate its growing spatial needs — also
reflects the congestion and paucity of space
occurring in the city, and specially in the Capitol
Complex, which is listed as a UNESCO property.
The other edifices of the Capitol — the Secretariat
and high court— face similar constraints. Perhaps,
all three need to shift some of their functions to
other locations.The constant struggle to balance
the two forces — the ever-expanding needs of a
'living heritage city' and saving the work of genius
architect and planner Le Corbusier — needs a
nuanced approach. With unplanned expansions
will come threats to its authenticity that could
jeopardise its UNESCO tag.Designed for a
population of half a million, today is home to
nearly 1.3 million. The Chandigarh Master Plan
2031 has estimated that the projected population of
Chandigarh could touch between 16 and 20 lakh
by 2030 and that of the entire Tricity region could
shoot up to 45 lakh.And only seven decades ago,
when the new capital project of Chandigarh was
launched by the Government of Punjab, there were
some apprehensions that India’s first planned city
would never be inhabited; it would be like the
historic follies of Daulatabad and Fatehpur Sikri.

The success story of Chandigarh has now, quite
ironically, become its problem. 'Brand
Chandigarh' as an urban product has not been
bettered or even matched by the new satellite
towns or other capital cities in the post-
Independence India.The trifurcation of
Chandigarh in 1966 made it not only the joint
capital of Punjab and Haryana but also a centrally
administered city. With three governments
functioning out of a 114-sq km Union Territory
(out of which only 70-sq km constitute the planned
urban grid), it leaves it open for encroachments
and violations.As such, the city needs to
decompress and decentralise some facilities to the
adjoining satellite towns to its advantage. A larger
Chandigarh Urban Complex (CUC), on the lines
of the National Capital Region (NCR) of Delhi
needs to be considered. Like the NCR Planning
Board, there ought to be a well-empowered CUC
to undertake common interlinked infrastructure
projects.All congestion points in Chandigarh need
to be decongested. Instead of permitting mega
shopping malls in its industrial area, which are
leading to traffic jams, the sub city centre of Sector
34 should be made more attractive for investment
as it has more space.Similarly, the 'urban villages'
in Chandigarh are no more traditional villages
engaged in agricultural activities but hubs for low
rental accommodation or low tariff hotels. With
very little control over their expansion and an
absence of bye-laws, they are growing in a chaotic

manner.

PUNJAB and Haryana are on the brink of a groundwater
crisis that could jeopardise not only the region’s
agricultural backbone but also the nation’s food
security. Recent data from the Central Ground Water
Board paints a grim picture: Punjab’s Stage of
Groundwater Extraction (SoE) stands at a staggering
163.76%, while Haryana follows closely with
135.74%. These figures indicate that groundwater
extraction in these states far exceeds natural recharge,
pushing aquifers to critical depletion levels.

The crisis is primarily driven by the cultivation of
paddy, a water-guzzling crop that dominates Punjab’s
agricultural landscape due to assured procurement
and subsidies. Despite efforts to promote alternatives g
like maize or pulses, farmers remain hesitant, citing e
inadequate minimum support prices (MSP) and
procurement guarantees. As groundwater levels
plummet — they are expected to drop below 300 metres
by 2039 in Punjab — the quality of water deteriorates,

The idea of Viksit Bharat is facing huge challenges

Structural reforms, especially at the state and local levels of governance, can make India’s growth rate sustainable.

INDIA is dreaming of becoming a developed country

by 2047. Recently, the CEO of NITI Aayog BVR
Subrahmanyam recently predicted that India was on
track to achieving the targeted $30-trillion economy
by 2047. Arvind Subramanian, former chief
economic adviser, has projected that even a $50-
trillion economy is well within India’s reach.

The claims are supplemented by various global

governance institutions and corporate think tank
organisations that have thrown up a
variety of arguments and presumptions. It
seems that India is poised to become a
developed country by the stipulated date.
This projection is reinforced by the
media, warding off critics.However, |
some business leaders and policymakers
have started questioning the current
model of governance and fixing long-
term targets without facing the real
challenges. Infosys founder Narayana
Murthy recently said that India’s
governance system has failed to be
innovative. Problems are recurring with
no viable and sustainable solutions in &=
sight. Murthy used Delhi’s pollution to §
vindicate his point. He urged the W
government to change its system of

management and take the challenges of
the Indian economy head on.s the Indian
rupee, in comparison to the US dollar, has
depreciated and the growth rate in the
second quarter of 2024-25 nose-dived,
Chief Economic Adviser V Anantha Nageswaran
has warned businessmen against being complacent.
He has cautioned them to not take advantage of the
depreciation of the rupee in increasing their exports.
Rather, they should concentrate on increasing
productivity and innovations to be competitive in
the international markets.He also proposed some
structural reforms, especially at the state and local
levels of governance, to make India’s growth rate
sustainable. Pertinently, the Commerce and
Industry has proposed to dismantle the facility of
ease-of-doing business's single-window system
because captains of the Indian industry have not
shown much interest in this policy instrument. This
clearly brings out the fact that the idea of a
developed India (Viksit Bharat) is facing gigantic
challenges. There is need to clear the long bumpy
road ahead.The first and foremost challenge lies in
the evolution of the economic structure and its

disconnect among the three sectors of economy.
One must keep in view the development experience
of the developed countries, including East Asian
countries, which have had a dynamic and leading
industrial sector at the centre of transformation of

instead, has remained predominant, standalone,
adding low value and not much employment
opportunities. Instead of providing new products to
the world, it has remained a subservient service
office of the western developed countries.

their economies. The industry, as an engine of These structural weaknesses have resulted in a long-

growth and transformation of these economies, had
provided new products to the world, raising
productivity and was the main source of

employment.It is the services sector that has
remained predominant for generating income. But
the largest proportion of the workforce continues to
derive livelihood from the agriculture sector. The
agriculture sector, during the last three decades of
economic reforms, has borne the burden of the

term chronic deficit in the balance of trade and a
stressed foreign exchange rate. This deficit has
forced for the compensation to be derived from the
capital account. This has further
burdened the economy with arising
debt-GDP ratio. These challenges
are formidable and can act as a
stumbling block in the realisation
of India’s goal of becoming
developed.The recently published
World Development Report 2024
has examined the causes of why
countries fall in low- or middle-
income traps. The report has also
attempted to provide some way
forward. The most important factor
that allowed the smooth transition
of a country to become developed
has been the discipline on ‘capital’.
The second most important factor
has been investment in research
and development and become a
leader in innovation.
| On both counts, India has remained
not only deficit but also lagging. A
large number of billionaires has
emerged in India in a short span of time, but their
contribution in introducing new products in the
world is almost nil. Low investment in innovation is
a violation of the expected ethics/code of conduct of
capital for a developed country.

promised transformation of the Indian economy. Studies on domestic innovations since the July 1991

The workforce currently employed in this sector is
as high as 45 per cent. This work engagement
comprises low productivity and subsistence wage
income, making the agriculture sector as one in
distress.Another feature of the developed countries’
experience has been the strong intersectoral
linkages during the process of structural
transformation, including the agriculture, industry
and services sectors. Studies examining the sectoral
linkages of the developed economies and the Indian
economy show that weak intersectoral linkages
have prevented the Indian industry from realising
the economies of scale.The services sector of India,

Groundwater crisis

economic reforms show a decline in domestic share
of innovations. This supports the fact that the Indian
polity and policymakers have failed to make the
Indian capitalists to invest in innovations to become
a leader in high productivity and competitive
globally.If the dynamics are changed, they can
generate higher job opportunities and more income
in the hands of the workforce. This will ensure
upward mobility of the workers and generate
adequate demand for goods and services. This
multiplier impact is needed for the business as an
incentive to be innovative for a sustained economic

activity.

PUNJAB and Haryana are on the brink of a groundwater crisis that could jeopardise not only the region’s agricultural backbone but also the nation’s food

security. Recent data from the Central Ground Water Board paints a grim picture: Punjab’s Stage...

i, ) ‘ﬂ\""’f" s

rendering it unfit for both irrigation and drinking. In
addition to agricultural practices, rapid urbanisation and
industrial growth have exacerbated the crisis. Cities like

Playing fast & loose with secularism

Gurugram and Faridabad in Haryana have been
drawing more than double their extractable
groundwater, highlighting the unsustainable pressure
on this vital resource. The state governments, along
with the Centre, must urgently implement measures
such as expanding canal-based irrigation, incentivising
crop diversification and ensuring robust water pricing
mechanisms to discourage over-extraction.

The Jal Shakti Abhiyan and Atal Bhujal Yojana have laid

the groundwork for rainwater harvesting and aquifer
management. But, unfortunately, their impact remains
limited. It raises questions over the ability of the two
states to reverse the alarming decline. Without
immediate and concerted action, the groundwater
crisis could spiral into a national emergency,
threatening livelihoods and food security. It is time for
policymakers to act decisively to protect this irreplaceable
resource even as the affected states face impending

barrenness.

A communal frenzy that feeds off each other is alive and well in parts of India and Bangladesh

FOREIGN Secretary Vikram Misri’s visit to
Bangladesh for foreign office consultations early
next week is not one second late in coming. Between
Dhaka’s arrest of the ISKCON-related Hindu monk,
Chinmoy Krishna Das, on trumped-up sedition
charges and Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s absurd remarks on the “same DNA”
that connects the Mughal king Babur’s destruction of
temples in Ayodhya, Sambhal and today’s
Bangladesh, it’s fair to say that a communal feeding
frenzy that feeds off each other is alive and well in
parts of both India and Bangladesh.

Adityanath’s remarks are hardly unique. The RSS
recently called on the “government of Bharat” to
prevent atrocities on Hindus and other minorities in
Bangladesh, while BJP leader in West Bengal
Suvendu Adhikari has threatened a trade embargo if
Muhammad Yunus’ government doesn’t stop
attacking Hindus.Nor is Adityanath the first big BJP
leader to speak his mind. Back in 2018, then BJP
president and current Home Minister Amit Shah
described Bangladeshi migrants into India as
“termites” — he used the Hindi word “deemak” —
and promised that each of them would be struck off
the electoral rolls. It is another matter that 43 per cent
of “foreigners” in Assam between 1971 and 2014
(20,613/47,928 people), the Assam Government
conceded this August, are Hindus.

Shah’s undiplomatic remarks were probably made with
the full force of foresight and are testimony to the
unhealthy mixing of Hindutva politics with a
strategic insensitivity, especially since India’s all-
important neighbourhood is in question. At the time,
the Ministry of External Affairs held its peace, but it
took a lot of effort to assuage then Bangladeshi Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina that she shouldn’t take the
politician’s remarks personally.

At the time, PM Modi had been fully involved in

revamping India’s relations with its eastern
neighbour — Shah’s comments constituted a great
setback. Modi well understood that Bangladesh is
certainly far too important a country to take for
granted at any time.That’s why Misri’s visit to Dhaka
is so important. Ever since Hasina fled to Delhi in
early August, bilateral ties have plummeted. The two
countries have been at loggerheads over most things,
including why the so-called revolution was allowed
to reach a crescendo of violence, which ended in
Hasina’s dramatic flight to safety. Dhaka believes
that India deliberately refuses to understand Hasina’s
starring role in the degradation of Bangladesh, while
Delhi for the life of itself cannot comprehend why
Bangladesh wants to wilfully erase today the memory
of icons like Mujibur Rahman and dump it in the
ignominious dustbin of history.

The problem, of course, is far more confounded. When

Adityanath and Shah are seen as spokespersons of the
ruling party, in this case by Bangladesh, and when
Delhi refuses to either publicly censure them or
privately call upon them to refrain from making the
statements they do, the fallout escalates and
snowballs and often acquires a life of its own.

Worse, when Indian politicians accuse Bangladeshi

politicians of doing what they often do at home — for
example, Adityanath’s “bulldozer justice” has often
meant that houses owned by Muslims have been
disproportionately demolished, as compared to
houses owned by Hindus — or when Indian
politicians openly call for the so-called “return” of
disputed sites of worship, for eg in Varanasi and

Mathura, even if it violates the Places of Worship Act,
1991, they sanction the communal politics in
neighbouring countries like Bangladesh.

The difference between the Indian secular state and the
rest of the neighbourhood has been plain to see for
decades — in fact, the neighbourhood has often held
up India’s democratic sensibility as a role model. It is
nobody’s case that Indians of all political colours
never wreaked vengeance on their minorities, or that

justice was denied to these minorities, often for long
periods of time — both the Congress and the BJP
have been guilty of perpetrating riots. The difference
is that India’s judiciary more often than not spoke
truth to power. Democracy was more than just a word.
Even when compromises were finely wrought, as in the
Ram Janmabhoomi dispute which ended with a
mediated Supreme Court verdict in 2019 — in which
the Muslim side gave up the claim to the sanctum

sanctorum real estate on which the Ram temple had
once been destroyed in 1529 and the Babri Masjid
built by a lieutenant of Babur — it was hoped that the
Hindu side wouldn’t thump its chest and flaunt its
victory. That hasn’t quite happened, of course. Instead
of being satisfied with wresting the Ram temple back,
aggressive Hindu litigants have targeted more and
more sites, from the Gyanvapi mosque to the Krishna
Janmabhoomi to the Sambhal mosque. It’s as if they
are thirsting to wreak vengeance on past injustice, no
matter they have no first-person experience of the
injustice in question.Imagine how the playbook plays
out in Bangladesh, already seething with anger over
the despotic Hasina fleeing to India. The Bangladeshi
media rejects the charge that the Yunus government is
not targeting minorities at home, but it is clear that the
ISKCON monk is a lightning rod. He has become a
fall guy. It will be easy to sacrifice him.

Imagine, too, what the BJP’s politics of Hindutva does

to the BJP’s own foreign policy — it undermines
India, of course, but it also undermines Modi, who in
his third term certainly wants to leave a mark, even a
legacy.The irony is that Modi has creditably held his
own elsewhere. He has held India steady against Joe
Biden’s sanctions against Russia, he is preparing to
deal with Trump, he has agreed to swallow his pride
vis-a-vis China and he has reached out even to the
Taliban in an effort to stabilise the
neighbourhood.And then there is Bangladesh — a
country that India helped midwife back in 1971 and
assisted with giving it an identity of its own. It would
be truly tragic if India were to lose Bangladesh today
because some short-sighted Indians are intent on
playing fast and loose with one of the greatest ideas of
our times — an idea called secularism.
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Yum! Restaurants India FY24
results: Profit at Rs 162 cr,
income up 13%

NEW DELHI. Yum! Restaurants (India), which owns
QSR brands such as Pizza Hut and KFC in the Indian
market, was back in the black in FY24, reporting a
profit of Rs 162.04 crore while its revenue from
operations was up 6.6 per cent to Rs 689.93 crore, the
company said in an RoC filing.The total income of
Yum! Restaurants (India) was up 13.4 per cent to Rs
832.05 crore for the financial year ended on March
31, 2024, helped by other income -- mainly gains
from the sale of its investments in Devyani
International Ltd.

Yum! Restaurants (India) posted other income of Rs
142.11 crore for FY24 as against Rs 86.46 crore a year
earlier, according to financial data accessed through
business intelligence platform Tofler.It had reported a
loss of Rs 108.17 crore a year earlier in FY23 and its
revenue from operations was at Rs 647.34 crore.

Yum! Restaurants (India) Pvt Ltd is the holding
company of Pizza Hut India Marketing and KFC
India Marketing.Its "advertising promotional
expenses" were at Rs 220.69 crore, down 3.8 per cent

in FY24.However, its cost royalty was up 14 per cent
to Rs 175.10 crore. The royalty and technical licence
fee paid to its parent entity was at Rs 153.67 crore a
year before in FY23.The total expense of Yum!
Restaurants (India) was at Rs 671.33 crore in FY24,

down 22.16 per cent.During the fiscal year, Yum!
Restaurants (India) disposed of its entire stake in
Devyani International Ltd under a block deal for Rs
871.09 crore, which was initially acquired as part of a
business transfer agreement for Rs 230 crore during
FY21.

“The said sale of shares transaction resulted in an
overall gain of Rs 635.05 crore (net of selling
expenses of Rs 604.24 lakhs) when compared to the
acquisition cost, while the gain recognised as part of
'other income' during the current year (due to
measurement at FVTPL) amounts to Rs 97.20 crore
(net of selling expenses)," it said.

Indian foreign exchange
strengthens again after a
multi week low

NEW DELHI: India’s forex has started to rally once
again after a consecutive plunge for eight months,
hitting a multi month low.Data from the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) earlier this week revealed that
India's foreign exchange reserves rose by $1.510
billion to $658.091 billion for the week ending
November 29.

However, since hitting an all-time high of $704.89
billion in September, the reserves have been
consistently declining.This dip in the forex
exchange is attributed to the cenbank’s efforts to
prevent a sharp fall in the Rupee's value. A
substantial foreign exchange reserve buffer helps
shield domestic economic activity from global
shocks.Recent apex bank data showed that India's
foreign currency assets (FCA), the largest
component of forex reserves, stood at $568.852
billion while gold reserves stood at $ 66.979
billion.Estimates indicate that India's foreign
exchange reserves are adequate to cover roughly
one year of anticipated imports.In 2023, India added
around $58 billion to its foreign exchange reserves,
combating the cumulative decline of $71 billion in
2022.Foreign exchange reserves, or FX reserves,
are assets maintained by a country's central bank or
monetary authority, predominantly in reserve
currencies like the US Dollar, alongside smaller
holdings in the Euro, Japanese Yen, and Pound
Sterling.The RBI closely monitors foreign
exchange markets, intervening only to maintain
orderly market conditions and curb excessive
volatility in the Rupee exchange rate, without
adhering to any fixed target level or range.

The RBI often intervenes to manage liquidity,
including selling dollars, to curb sharp rupee
depreciation. It has strategically purchased dollars
during periods of rupee strength and sold them when
the currency weakens, enhancing the appeal of
Indian assets to investors.The rupee has emerged as
one of the most stable currencies in Asia over the
past decade, transitioning from its earlier phase of
volatility.

Investor sentiment for next
week shaped by inflation
data, global trends and Fll
Trading

NEW DELHI. Investor sentiment for the next week is
expected to be influenced by a combination of
factors, including domestic and global
macroeconomic data announcements along with the
trading activity of foreign investors and trends in
world stocks, as per analysts.

They also pointed out that the rupee-dollar exchange
rate and global oil prices, particularly Brent crude,
will be important for market calculations.

Pravesh Gour, senior technical analyst at Swastika
Investmart Ltd said, "Globally, geopolitical tensions,
particularly the ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict,
continue to pose challenges. However, recent
declines in the dollar index and US bond yields have
created a more favourable environment for emerging
markets like India."Economic indicators like key
macroeconomic data releases, such as India's retail
inflation and industrial production figures, along
with the US core CPI, are expected to impact overall
market sentiment, he added.In the past week, the
BSE benchmark surged by 1,906.33 points, or 2.38
per cent, while the NSE Nifty gained 546.7 points, or
2.26 per cent.VK Vijayakumar, chief investment
strategist at Geojit Financial Services told PTI, "FIIs
turning buyers in early December, in a total reversal
of their sustained selling strategy during the last two
months, has altered the market sentiments.”He
further noted that the shift in FII strategy is evident in
stock price movements, especially in large-cap
banking stocks, where FIIs had previously been net
sellers.

US Consumer Price Index inflation data release is also
said to give some insights into the Fed’s December
meeting.

All Eyes On Inflation, FlIl Trading And Glohal

__' - -
Investors sentiments will

he quided by a host of
domestic and global macro
economic data
announcements this week

NEW DELHI. Investors’ sentiments will
be guided by a host of domestic and
global macroeconomic data
announcements this week, along with the
trading activity of foreign investors and
trends in world stocks, analysts said.

Rupee-Dollar Trend and Brent Crude
ImpactBesides, the rupee-dollar trend
and movement of global oil benchmark
Brent crude will also be crucial in
dictating terms in the market, experts
added.

Key Global and Domestic Influencers
“The domestic stock market is likely to be

shaped by a mix of global cues, domestic
economic indicators, and the flow of
investments from foreign and domestic
institutional investors. Key factors like
the rupee’s exchange rate and crude oil
prices will play a critical role in
determining market trends.

Geopolitical Tensions and Emerging

Markets

“Globally, geopolitical tensions,

particularly the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
conflict, continue to pose challenges.
However, recent declines in the dollar
index and US bond yields have created a
more favourable environment for
emerging markets like India," Pravesh
Gour, Senior Technical Analyst, Swastika
Investmart Ltd, said.Macroeconomic
Data to Drive SentimentOn the economic
front, significant macroeconomic
releases, including retail inflation and
industrial production data from India as
well as US core CPI, are expected to

added.
Recent Market Performance

Last week, the BSE benchmark jumped
1,906.33 points or 2.38 per cent, and the
NSE Nifty climbed 546.7 points or 2.26
per cent.Foreign Institutional Investors

(F1IIs) Strategy

Markets As Indian Stpcks Segk Direction

stock price movements, particularly in
large-cap banking stocks in which FIIs
have been sellers," VK Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit
Financial Services, said.

US CPI Inflation and Fed Insights

The release of US CPI inflation data will
give some insights into the Fed’s
December meeting, an expert
said.Focus on Domestic Economic
Indicators

“The markets’ attention is expected to
turn towards macroeconomic

indicators like IIP and CPI inflation.

Additionally, the trend of FII inflows,

following their recent buying spree, will

remain a key focal point for market

participants," Ajit Mishra — SVP,

Research, Religare Broking Ltd,

“FIIs turning buyers in early December, in a
total reversal of their sustained selling
strategy during the last two months, has
altered the market sentiments. The
change in FII (Foreign Institutional

said.Siddhartha Khemka, Head -
Research, Wealth Management, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services Ltd, said this
week will see significant economic data
releases, including GDP numbers from
Japan and the UK, along with China’s CPI

influence overall market sentiment, Gour

Key investment destination: FDI
inflows in India cross $1 ftrillion

NEW DELHI. Foreign direct
investment (FDI) inflows into India
have crossed the $ one trillion
milestone in the April 2000-
September 2024 period, firmly
establishing the country's reputation
as a safe and key investment
destination globally.According to
data from the Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT), the cumulative
amount of FDI, including equity,
reinvested earnings and other capital,
stood at $ 1,033.40 billion during the
said period.About 25 per cent of the
FDI came through the Mauritius route.
It was followed by Singapore (24 per
cent), the US (10 per cent), the
Netherlands (7 per cent), Japan (6 per
cent), the UK (5 per cent), UAE (3 per
cent) and Cayman Islands, Germany
and Cyprus accounted for 2 per cent
each.India received $ 177.18 billion
from Mauritius, $ 167.47 billion from
Singapore and $ 67.8 billion from the
US during the period under review, as
per the data.The key sectors attracting
the maximum of these inflows include
the services segment, computer

software and hardware,

telecommunications, trading,
construction development, automobile,
chemicals, and
pharmaceuticals.According to the
Commerce and Industry Ministry, since
2014, India has attracted a cumulative
FDI inflow of § 667.4 billion (2014-
24), registering an increase of 119 per
cent over the preceding decade (2004-
14)."This investment inflow spans 31
states and 57 sectors, driving growth
across diverse industries. Most sectors,
except strategically important sectors,
are open for 100 per cent FDI under the
automatic route.FDI equity inflows into
the manufacturing sector over the past
decade (2014-24) reached $ 165.1

billion, marking a 69 per cent

increase over the previous decade

(2004 -14), which saw inflows of $

97.7 billion, an official has said.To

ensure that India remains an

attractive and investor-friendly
destination, the government reviews

FDI policy on an ongoing basis and

makes changes from time to time

after having extensive consultations
with stakeholders.

The overseas inflows into India are likely
to gather momentum in 2025, as
healthy macroeconomic numbers,
better industrial output and attractive
PLI schemes will attract more overseas
players amid geopolitical headwinds,
experts said. They added that despite the
global challenges, India is still the
preferred investment destination.

Avimukt Dar, Founding Partner,
INDUSLAW, said the inflows are likely
to continue in a robust form. There is
strong anticipation that private equity
financing in the tech sector, which had
slowed down in the past, will pick up
again since various funds have enjoyed
good exits in the public markets and are
ready to deploy again.

Trillion-dollar gap in Taiwan,
Korea stock fortunes

NEW DELHI. As South Korea descends
into political chaos, its equity market
risks falling further behind major tech
rival Taiwan, which is basking in the
glory of the global artificial intelligence
boom.A near 30% surge in Taiwan’s
stock benchmark this year, set to be the
best since 2009, has already helped spur
a historic divergence between Asia’s
two tech-dominated markets. The
island’s market capitalization now
exceeds South Korea’s by about $950
billion as the world’s Al frontrunners
from Nvidia Corp. and Microsoft Corp.
to OpenAl all increasingly turn to
Taiwanese firms for supply.Looking
ahead to next year, while both export-
oriented economies face the risk of
higher tariffs by incoming US President
Donald Trump, many investors see
Taiwan as less vulnerable given the

Online

NEW DELHI. A recent poll conducted by

Kapture CX, an Al-powered customer
experience solution, has shed light on
consumers’ biggest pain points when
shopping online. The results, published
on LinkedIn, show that the most notable
frustration for shoppers is ineffective

reliance of American firms on its
technology as well as its relatively
better economic prospects.Such
optimism, and a recent pickup in
inflows into local stocks, also augur
well for the Taiwanese dollar, which
has fared better than the Korean won in
2024.“The structural theme of Al is
likely to only get extended further, and
this means we could see another year of
Taiwan outperformance,” said Charu
Chanana, chief investment strategist at
Saxo Markets in Singapore. “The
Korea discount may linger for longer
given the recent political debacle, and
the corporate governance reforms will
have to be prioritized to get any closer
to erasing this discount.”South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol is fighting for
his political life after his attempt to
break an impasse in parliament by

briefly imposing martial law backfired.
The turmoil has cast a pall over the
nation’s outlook and it also may impact
the Corporate Value-Up program much
touted by Yoon as a way to boost
shareholder returns and eradicate the
so-called Korea Discount, a term
referring to the long depressed
valuations of the country’s
equities.Down more than 8% this year,
the Kospi is one of the world’s worst-
performing major equity indexes. Its
underperformance versus Taiwan’s
Taiex has deepened further this month.

TSMC rulesTaiwan’s equity-market
outperformance has a lot to do with this
year’s 80% surge in the shares of
Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing
Co., the world’s top advanced
chipmaker that accounts for 37% of the
benchmark’s weighting.

Investors) strategy is getting reflected in

and India’s CPI.

Hit by absence of B'desh
tourists, Kolkata traders think

of wooing locals

NEW DELHI. The ongoing crisis in Bangladesh
and subsequent non-arrival of travellers from
there has led to a blow to the traders of a particular
area in central Kolkata, which is popular among
tourists from the neighbouring country for
shopping and staying.A section of those
perplexed traders are staring at a void, while
others are either looking at new avenues or
decided to woo back the Indian customers they
have lost in the past.

An estimated 15,000 families are now affected by
the situation.According to a trader, in the past,
local customers and tourists from other states in
India used to visit these areas for various
purposes. They were more or less ignored by the
traders and their population gradually dwindled
over the years. "Now there is a big question mark.
They don't know what to do they don't know in
which direction their business will go since they
are dependent only on the Bangladeshis," the
National Committee Member of Travel Agents
Federation of India (East India), Anil Punjabi,
said.He said the governments of both countries
should hold a dialogue to resolve the situation as
fast as possible.With 80 to 85 per cent of
Bangladeshis visiting Free School Street,
Marquis Street, Sudder Street, Lindsay Street,
Collin Lane and the adjoining areas for forex,
airline tickets, hotels, restaurants and shopping,
businessmen in this region became dependent on
tourists from the neighbouring country, Free
School Street Traders Association secretary,
Hyder Ali Khan, said."All of us are in trouble as a
result of the crisis," Khan said, condemning the
ongoing atrocities against Hindus and other
minorities in Bangladesh."I am 55 years old and
grew up in this area. I have seen local people -
Hindus and Muslims shopping before Durga Puja
and Eid in the area in my childhood," Khan said.

Gradually everything changed due to the constant
wooing only of Bangladeshi customers and
therefore Indian tourists and even locals, started
avoiding this area as it is full of Bangladeshi
tourists, he narrated. Traders here used to be busy
attending to foreigners and this attitude of theirs
has now become the reason behind their nemesis.

If the ongoing situation in Bangladesh prevails for
some more time, many people will lose their jobs
and some people may contemplate dying by
suicide as they are about to lose everything they
have accumulated so far, he said."Both
governments need to resolve the issue as soon as
possible," Khan said.He also said that a meeting
will be held on Monday on the issue. The president
of the Free School Street Traders Association,
Monotosh Kumar Saha, said that he has been
running business in the area for the last 25 years.
Now, he runs a transport service, a hotel business
and a pub."We operate bus services from
Petrapole border and bring Bangladeshi
passengers here, which is very popular with
them," Saha said.

Shopping Nightmare? Survey
Reveals Al Chatbots Are Failing Customers

ineffective when faced with more than
just basic inquiries.The Role of Al and
Human Collaboration

“Chatbots are great for simple tasks, but

consumers expect more when it comes to

Vikas Garg, Co-founder at Kapture CX.

chatbot assistance, with 43% of “Qur survey results clearly show that

respondents citing this as their primary
complaint.

As online shopping continues to evolve,

businesses must rethink their approach to
customer service, combining the
strengths of both Al and human agents to
address this growing concern.

Survey Highlights
AT Chatbots

Falling Short in
Personalisation

The poll, with over 100 responses, surveyed

a diverse range of online shoppers,
revealed that while Al-powered chatbots
are increasingly being used by brands to
provide faster responses and reduce costs,
they are falling short in key areas. In
particular, shoppers report that chatbots
often struggle to provide the empathetic,
personalised support they expect. Many
chatbots are unable to understand
complex queries or specific industry-
related questions, making them

shoppers are frustrated when bots can’t
handle more nuanced conversations or
provide the context they need. At the
same time, they are eager to embrace Al
that works alongside human agents to
offer a seamless experience."Additional
Online Shopping Frustrations: Delivery
and Payment Issuesln addition to
ineffective chatbots, the poll highlighted
other frustrations that impact the online
shopping experience. Delivery
scheduling was cited by 28% of
respondents as a major issue, with
consumers expressing dissatisfaction
with long delivery windows or delays.

Payment issues also caused frustration for

20% of respondents, while 9% pointed to
difficulties with order tracking as a
primary concern.The Hybrid Model: A
Path to Improved Customer
ExperienceHowever, the findings also
suggest a clear path forward for

businesses looking to improve their
customer experience. The poll revealed
that shoppers are not against the use of Al
in customer service, but they want it
combined with human support. A hybrid
model, where Al chatbots handle routine
queries and human agents step in for more
complex matters, was the most preferred
approach.

Advancing Chatbots with Context-Aware

AlHowever, the poll also highlighted that
43% of respondents found chatbot
assistance ineffective, emphasising the
need for bots that can understand complex
queries, identify sentiment, and
seamlessly escalate issues to human
agents. This hybrid system allows
businesses to provide both the speed and
efficiency that Al offers, while also

delivering the empathetic, personalised
service that only a human can provide.

Garg added that with advancements in

generative Al, bots are now capable of
understanding complex emotions and
intents, and can easily hand over to human
agents whenever necessary.Brands must
move beyond the traditional reliance on
simple chatbots and invest in Al systems
that are context-aware, emotionally
intelligent, and designed to escalate issues
to human agents only when appropriate,
ensuring a smooth and efficient
experience for customers, Garg added.

Next Steps: Investments in Advanced Al

Solutions

As part of the next steps, Kapture CX

recommended that organisations begin by
closely monitoring their chatbot
performance through auto-quality
assurance processes. This would allow
companies to track the effectiveness of
their bots and ensure they are meeting
customer expectations. Additionally,
investing in Agentic Al chatbots that
utilise advanced natural language
processing (NLP), sentiment analysis,
and industry-specific knowledge will be
critical to providing a more seamless and
empathetic customer experience.




www.thephotonnews.com
Monday, 09 December 2024

NATIONAL THE PHCTON NEWS 09
Meet George Koovakad, the Indian Cardinal "] v s
who organises the Pope s world tours

Francis in a grand ceremony at the
Vatican, Koovakad is the first Indian
priest to be directly appointed as a &
so-called "Prince of the
Church".The ceremony at St Peter’s
Basilica, attended by clergy and
dignitaries from around the world,
witnessed the induction of 21 new
cardinals. With Koovakad’s
appointment, the number of Indian
cardinals now stands at six, further
bolstering India’s representation in
the Vatican.

“Delighted at His Eminence George Jacob
Koovakad being created a Cardinal of the
Holy Roman Catholic Church by His
Holiness Pope Francis. His Eminence
George Cardinal Koovakad has devoted
his life in service of humanity as an ardent
follower of Lord Jesus Christ. My best
wishes for his future endeavour,” PM
Modi tweeted on Sunday.Born on August
11, 1973, in Thiruvananthapuram,
Koovakad was ordained in 2004 and has
since had a distinguished career in the
diplomatic service of the Holy See. He has

Gujarat Man Beats Bank Manager Over
Tax Deduction On Fixed Deposit

New Delhi. A video of a Hd

According to the latest bulletin of
National Federation of Cooperative
Sugar Factories, this vear sugar
recovery rate from sugarcane is
7.85%, which was 8.60% last vear.

. |

NEW DELHI. Warmer winter has reduced the
sweetness of jaggery and created a conducive
weather for pest attacks on sugarcane plants in
western Uttar Pradesh, one of the largest
sugarcane producer belts in the country.

According to the India Meteorological
Department, November was the warmest month
for Northwest India since 1901. The normal
mean temperature is 18.77 °C which rose to
20.14 °C. Northwest India meteorological
region, of which Western UP is a part, shows
80% deficient rainfall in November.Generally,
local manufacturing centres start processing
jaggery from November. But warmer

- Beyond his professional
4 accomplishments, Koovakad's personal

e  qualities have endeared him to the Pope.
A touching anecdote highlights their
bond: when Koovakad's 95-year-old
grandmother fell ill, Pope Francis
personally video-called her, expressing
his concern and offering words of
comfort.The Pope spoke in Italian, with
Koovakad translating into Malayalam.
The pontiff reportedly continued to
inquire about her health in subsequent
interactions, underscoring the deep

connection between the two.

Reflecting on his elevation, Koovakad said,
“This is God's will, which I never expected.
When [ was sent here (in 2006), I was told
by my respected seniors that if it's to learn
the Bible, that can be done in Kerala itself,
but since you are being sent to the Vatican,
it’s being done to learn things
deeply.”With this appointment, 51-year-
old Koovakad becomes eligible to vote in
the conclave that would be called to
choose anew pope in the event of Francis's
death orresignation.

Newly elevated Cardinal
George Koovakad has
been a pivotal figure in
the Vatican Secretariat
of State, playing o
crucial role in organising
papal journeys. His
meticulous planning has
been instrumental in
the success of numerous
papal visits.

served in nunciatures across Algeria,
South Korea, Iran, Costa Rica, and
Venezuela and currently works in the
Vatican Secretariat of State.

Cardinal Koovakad, who was previously the
Titular Archbishop of Nisibis in Turkey,
has played a pivotal role in organising

complex papal trips, including recent
visits to Canada, the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, South Sudan and the four-
nation tour of Asia and Oceania. His
meticulous planning and execution have
been instrumental in the success of
numerous papal visits.

November led to higher water content and lesser

NEW DELHI.In a historic moment for the
Catholic Church in India, George Jacob
Koovakad, a priest from Kerala, ascended
to the rank of cardinal. Elevated by Pope

'Matter Of Great Pride’: PM
Modi On Indian Priest's
Elevation As Cardinal

New Delhi. Indian priest George Jacob Koovakad being
elevated as a Cardinal of the Holy Roman Catholic
Church by Pope Francis is a matter of great joy and
pride for India, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on
Sunday.He said George Cardinal Koovakad has
devoted his life to the service of humanity as an ardent
follower of Jesus Christ." A matter of great joy and
pride for India! Delighted at His Eminence George
Jacob Koovakad being created a Cardinal of the Holy
Roman Catholic Church by His Holiness Pope
Francis," Modi said ina post on X.

His Eminence George Cardinal Koovakad has devoted
his life in service of humanity as an ardent follower of
Lord Jesus Christ. My best wishes for his future

underway.

A similar incident was . .
f formation of sucrose in sugarcane plants

;3651?1? g?ai(}):?nttl}llee g:ﬁgﬁ reduced its productivity, experts say.Warmer
Maidan Police Station area.  veather also created a conducive condition of
Patna where a woman bank’ pest attack on sugarcane crops. “There are still
manager was harassed and relatively higher water content in cane even in
threatened by a customer  first week of December instead of sucrose
over the CIBIL score. In a  Which led to either lesser jaggery production or
video, a man is seen no production,” said Nischay Mallik, owner of
walking toward a woman,  Freyr Food, a jaggery manufacturing unit in
he points a finger at her, Muzaffarnagar.

almost shoving it in her “The recovery rate of jiggery is still below 8%
face. He then snatches the  from the cane,” he said.According to the latest
phone from her and throws  bulletin of National Federation of Cooperative
it on the ground. "You will ~ Sugar Factories, this year sugar recovery rate
record this and embarrass  from sugarcane is 7.85%, which was 8.60% last
me", he asks.The man  year. Farmers feel that 15-20% of crops get
returns the phone to the  affected due to diseases and warmer
woman aqd walks back to a nearby  eather.“Generally, the sugarcane growth stage
chair. He sits and threatens the woman.  ends at the end of middle of October and
"No one will support you. Fix my  parvesting, processing of crops and jaggery
CIBIL score. See W}}at [dotoyouin gt in early November. But this year monsoon
your cabin. You don't know who you i extended till the first week of October and
later higher temperatures than normal were

are dealing with. You have done
wrong to me," he says.The police are observed which invited pests and led to late
sucrose formation,” said Mallik.

investigating the case.
Delhi Police Arrests Man From Bihar For Selling SIM Cards To International Cyber Criminals
-:— New Delhi. Delhi Police on Saturday

An Uj KU mar claimed to have arrested a man from

Bihar for allegedly selling sim cards to
was arrested

international cyber frauds, officials
. said.Police recovered 5,000 SIM cards

from Gaya in

Bihar for

and 25 mobile phones from Anuj
Kumar's possession.Kumar was
arrested from Gaya in Bihar for
. supplying SIM cards to people in
SquIvlnq SIM countries including China, Cambodia,
and other South Asian nations.
cards to peoDIe Deputy Commissioner of Police
in_countries
including China,
Cambodia, and
other South
Asian nations.

Complaintwas regisered by the CA of
N E—
Understanding the population and demogruphlc challenge

fight between a bank
manager and a customer
at a Union Bank in
Ahmedabad has gone
viral. Jaiman Rawal, the
customer, was
reportedly disappointed
over the increased tax
deduction on a fixed
deposit. The argument
between the customer
and the bank manager
broke into a nasty
fight.In a 43-second-
long viral video, the two
men are seen holding
each other by the collar.
The customer then slaps
the bank employee on his head. In the
video, a woman can be heard asking
her colleague Shubham to let it go.In
the background an elderly woman,
who appears to be the customer's
mother is seen trying to resolve the
dispute, holding the arm of either of
the two, pulling them away. She even

slaps the customer, presumably her
son, asking him to stop it.When the
two are finally pulled away, the

customer again attacks, this time
another bank employee.The incident
is reportedly from the Union Bank's
branch in Vastrapur,
Ahmedabad. Vastrapur police have
registered a case and the probe is

endeavours,” the prime minister said.In a grand
consistory held in the Vatican on Saturday, 51-year-
old Koovakad was elevated to the rank of cardinal by
Pope Francis.The ceremony, held at the famous St
Peter's Basilica and attended by clergy and dignitaries
from around the world, witnessed the induction of 21
new cardinals from various countries.

The ceremony began at 8.30 pm (IST) marking a
procession with 21 cardinal-designated to the altar of
St Peter's Basilica. Later, the Pope addressed the
gathering and handed over the ceremonious cap and
ring to the cardinal-designate, followed by a
certificate accompanied by prayers.Koovakad's
appointment brings the total number of Indian
cardinals to six, further strengthening the country's
representation at the Vatican.

Delhi Businessman Shot
Dead Over Mistaken
Identity? What Cops Said

New Delhi. A 57-year-old businessman was allegedly
shot dead in the Farsh Bazar area of Delhi's Shahdara
district on Saturday. The victim, Sunil Jain, was shot
dead by two bike-borne men while he was returning
home on a scooter along with a friend after a morning
walk at the Yamuna Sports Complex.

His friend has now claimed that it could be a case of
mistaken identity.Mr Jain's friend, Sumit - with whom

orchestrate his operations.

"Exploiting the high influx of international
tourists, particularly from South Asia, the
accused set up a distribution network for
illegally procured SIM cards," Singh
said.SIM registration processes to procure
cards in bulk by organising SIM vending
camps in rural areas and used to issue four to
five SIM cards on a single identity, the
officer said.These SIMs were trafficked
internationally through Gaya and Nepal to
tourists, enabling anonymous and
untraceable communications for cyber
fraud operations, he added.This
sophisticated network provided a steady
supply of untraceable SIM cards to
cybercriminals operating across borders,
police said.The police statement said Anuj
has to date supplied more than 1000 illegal
SIM cards outside India. There were 3400
SIM cards of Airtel and the rest SIM cards of
Vodafone were recovered, the police added.

cards were used in various cyber fraud
schemes, including digital arrest, investment
fraud and financial scams.During
interrogation it was found that Anuj was a
mastermind of the network and is a
registered SIM vendor and retailer of Airtel
SIM Cards, police said in a statement.Anuj
had been leveraging Gaya's status as a major
tourist hub for South Asian travellers to

company saying that he was defrauded of ?
20 lakh by a person impersonating himself as
one of the directors of the company.Sensing
the gravity of the offence, a dedicated team
of cyber police station of the southeast
district was formed. Through a detailed
analysis of mobile numbers and technical
surveillance, Anuj was arrested.These SIM

imbalance’

he used to walk in the morning, told NDTV that the
shooters initially told the victim that his phone had

fallen off. They then asked, "Whose name is Virat". To
this, Sumit responded, "No one".But one of the
attackers shouted "Yahi hai" (This is the one), pointing
his finger at Mr Jain.The attackers then allegedly fired
eight shots at Mr Jain.The police are on the lookout for
'Virat' and are also investigating the angle of mistaken
identity.According to a preliminary investigation, a
minor was arrested last month for killing two people,
Akash Sharma and Rishabh, in the national capital. The
minor's father's name was found to be Virat, officials
said.However, it has yet to be ascertained whether he is
the same Virat that the shooters were looking for."We
are probing the case from all angles," Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Shahdara) Prashant Gautam
said, adding that CCTV footage from the area is being
scanned.

NEW DELHI. Recent remarks by
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief Mohan Bhagwat and two chief
ministers of Southern states have ignited a
heated debate around crucial issues such
as India’s demographic trends, declining
fertility rates, and the pressing social and
economic challenges the country faces.

Bhagwat’s suggestion that Indian couples
should aim to have at least three children
to bolster the nation’s population, sparked
not only a political backlash, but also
raised significant concerns about the
perception of reducing women to mere
‘child bearers’ while overlooking their
autonomy and reproductive rights.He
cited a scientific concept known as the
Total fertility rate (TFR), advocating for
families to have three children instead of
the familiar slogan of ‘Hum Do Hamare
Do’ (We two, ours two). This well-known
phrase was integral to India’s national
family planning programme and has been
a staple in the public consciousness for
decades. TFR represents the average
number of children a woman is expected
to bear throughout her reproductive years,
serving as a key indicator of population
growth and demographic health.“Our
country’s population policy, formulated

in 1998 or 2002, clearly says that the total
fertility rate should not be below 2.1.
Now when we say 2.1, it is not feasible to
have children in fraction. So when we say
2.1, this means it should be more, at least
three. Population science says so,”
Bhagwat said.

RSS’ earlier stance

Though population control policy has
always been high on the BJP and RSS
agenda, the RSS had adopted a measured
approach to it. In his 2022 Vijayadashami
speech, Bhagwat argued in favour of a
comprehensive population control policy
to tackle demographic challenges over
the next 50 years. He also said that
religion-based population balance is an
important subject that can’t be ignored.

“If population is used correctly, it is not a
burden, but rather a means. We have a
demographic dividend. China is getting
old. We are going to remain young for the
next 30 years... We also have to think
about the population. How many people
can our country feed after 50 years...
comprehensive policy is required,” he had
said. In 2004 and 2015, the RSS passed
resolutions on population control policy.

In 2015, Vishwa Hindu Parishad leader
Champat Rai said family planning “was

A

not a personal matter for Hindus anymore
and if they adhered to the one-child norm,
Muslims would take over the
country.”Responding to Bhagwat’s
remarks, former Rajya Sabha MP Rakesh
Sinha told this paper that by advocating a
three-child norm, the RSS chiefaddressed
a crucial concern of decline in the young
population. In 2019, Sinha, then a BJP MP
moved a private member’s bill proposing
that every government employee shall
give an undertaking to “not procreate
more than two children” and to reward
those who follow the two-child policy.
Sinha is of the view that ‘demographic

in terms of the rising
population of Muslims vis-a-vis Hindus,
is a major concern that needs to be
addressed. “As per the 2011 Census, the
Hindu population is decreasing in the
country. We can’t deny that truth,” said
Sinha, adding that the social discourse
must get more attention. While Sinha
withdrew the bill later, he said there was
no contradiction with the government on
it.

Govtand RSS not on same page?

Activists and the Opposition parties point
out that the BJP and RSS are speaking in
different voices on the issue. Raising it
for the first time during his Independence
Day speech in 2019, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said the issue of an ever-
rising population is a matter of concern
and that a small section of society, which
keeps their families small, deserves
respect.

During the interim Budget speech in

February this year, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced
that the government will form a high-
powered committee to look into the
challenges arising from fast population
growth and demographic changes. The
committee is yet to be formed.
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Warren Buffett Stopped
Gifting His Family $10,000
In Cash At Christmas. He
Did This Instead

World. Billionaire investor Warren Buffett, known for
his frugal lifestyle, initially gifted his family members
thousands of dollars in cash. However, after
witnessing their tendency to quickly spend these gifts,
he shifted his approach, the Fortune reported.

"As soon as we got home, we'd spend it, whoo!" the
billionaire's former daughter-in-law, Mary Buffett,
who was married to his son Peter in 1980 told
ThinkAdvisor. Instead of cash, Buffett began gifting
his family members shares in companies he had
recently invested in, including Coca-Cola.

"Then, one Christmas there was an envelope with a
letter from him. Instead of cash, he'd given us $10,000
worth of shares in a company he'd recently bought, a
trust Coca-Cola had," she said.This strategy not only
provided a more valuable gift in the long term but also
served as an invaluable lesson in investing and wealth
building. His former daughter-in-law recounted how
she initially intended to sell the gifted shares but
ultimately held onto them, witnessing their
significant growth. "I thought: "Well, [the stock] is
worth more than $10,000. So I kept it, and it kept
going up." This experience instilled in her a long-term
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Trump says US should stay out of fighting in
Syria as opposition forcs gain ground

WASHINGTON. President-elect Donald
Trump said Saturday that the U.S. military
should stay out of the escalating conflict in
Syria as a shock opposition offensive
closes in on the capital, declaring in a social
media post, "THISISNOT OUR FIGHT."

With world leaders watching the rapid rebel
advance against Syria's Russian- and
Iranian-backed president, Bashar Assad,
President Joe Biden's national security
adviser separately stressed that the Biden
administration had no intention of
intervening."The United States is not going
to ... militarily dive into the middle of a
Syrian civil war," Jake Sullivan told an
audience in California.He said the U.S.
would keep acting as necessary to keep the
Islamic State — a violently anti-Western
extremist group not known to be involved
in the offensive but with sleeper cells in
Syria's deserts — from exploiting openings
presented by the fighting.Insurgents'
stunning march across Syria sped faster
Saturday, reaching the gates of Damascus
and government forces abandoning the
central city of Homs. The government was
forced to deny rumors that Assad had fled

the country. Trump's comments on the
dramatic rebel push were his first
since Syrian rebels launched their
advance late last month. They came
while he was in Paris for the
reopening of the Notre Dame

cathedral.In his post, Trump said & ; /

Assad did not deserve U.S. support to
stay in power.

Assad's government has been propped
up by the Russian and Iranian
military, along with Hezbollah and
other Iranian-allied militias, in a now
13-year-old war against opposition
groups seeking his overthrow. The
war, which began as a mostly peaceful
uprising in 2011 against the Assad family's
rule, has killed a half-million people,
fractured Syria and drawn in a more than a
half-dozen foreign militaries and
militias. The insurgents are led by Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham, which the U.S. has
designated as a terrorist group and says has
links to al-Qaida, although the group has
since broken ties with al-Qaida.The
insurgents have met little resistance so far
from the Syrian army, the Russian and

Iranian militaries or allied militias in the
country.The Biden administration says

Syrian opposition forces' capture of
government-held cities demonstrates just
how diminished those countries are by
wars in Ukraine, Gaza and Lebanon.
"Assad's backers — Iran, Russia and
Hezbollah — have all been weakened and
distracted,”" Sullivan said Saturday at an
annual gathering of national security
officials, defense companies and
lawmakers at the Ronald Reagan
Presidential Library in Simi Valley.

"None of them are prepared to provide the
kind of support to Assad that they provided
in the past," he later added.The U.S. has
about 900 troops in Syria, including U.S.
forces working with Kurdish allies in the
opposition-held northeast to prevent any
resurgence of the Islamic State group.Gen.
Bryan Fenton, head of U.S. Special
Operations Command, said he would not
want to speculate on how the upheaval in
Syria would affect the U.S. military's
footprint in the country. "It's still too early
to tell," he said. What would not change is
the focus on disrupting IS operations in
Syria and protecting U.S. troops, Fenton
said during a panel at the Reagan event.

Syrian opposition activists and regional
officials have been watching closely for
any indication from the incoming Trump
administration, in particular on how the
U.S. would respond to the rebel advances
against Assad.Robert Wilkie, Trump's
defense transition chief and a former
secretary of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, said during the same panel that the
collapse of the "murderous Assad regime"
would be amajor blow to Iran's power.

investment perspective, influencing her financial
strategies.Warren Buffett's commitment to
prioritizing long-term investments over short-term
gratification reflects his philosophy of building
wealth through patience and discipline.

At 94 years old, Buffett is well-known for his pledge to
donate 99% of his wealth and not leave the bulk of his
fortune to his children, stating he has "never wished to
create a dynasty." Dubbed the "Oracle of Omaha,"
Buffett reiterated this stance last month while
appointing three independent trustees to oversee his
philanthropy after his three children stepped down, as
reported by CNBC.

Buy a suit Zelenskyy':
Ukrainian president greets
Trump in casual sweatshirt
and boots

World. US President-elect Donald Trump met French
President Emmanuel Macron and Ukrainian
President Voldymyr Zelenskyy on Saturday. While
some netizens are discussing this unusual meeting,
few were ripping Zelenskyy’s fashion sense.

The Ukrainian President faced criticism for his
informal attire during the Notre Dame cathedral's
formal reopening in Paris.

At both the ceremony Presidents at Elysée Palac, while
the presidents wore formal suit, Zelenskyy opted for
casual black attire with combat boots. "BUY A
FUCKING SUIT VOLODOMYR! I am literally in
Paris right now. Someone tell Zelenskyy I will
personally buy him a suit and take him shopping for it.
On my card. He doesn’t even need to spend the
billions he’s laundered over the past three years!" a
user said on X while other one said, "Everybody is
dressed business attire. But not Zelenskyy. He shows
up in a sweater and jacket. He's an embarrassment, or
should be."Pennsylvania Senator John Fetterman,
known for his own casual style, expressed approval,
describing Zelensky's choice as a "mood."

The Ukrainian leader's military sweatshirt featured

imagery resembling the Ukraine Armed Forces

emblem, similar to what he wore during his 2022

Congressional address requesting support against

Russian forces. Trump adviser Roger Stone criticised

the choice, stating to The Post: "He can't afford a suit?

He wore a suit and tie to the World Economic Forum

event, but can't wear one to address a joint session of

Congress or to meet the President-elect of the United

States?"

I thank him. I also extend my gratitude to Emmanuel

for organizing this important meeting. We all want

this war to end as soon as possible and in a just way.

We spoke about our people, the situation on the

ground, and a just peace. We agreed to continue

working together and keep in contact. Peace through

strength is possible," he said in a post on X.

US Autism Center Faces
Abuse Allegations After

Staffer Drags Child By
Genitals

World. The Anderson Center for Autism, a prestigious
institution in Dutchess County, New York, is facing
renewed scrutiny following disturbing allegations of
abuse against its vulnerable residents. This
renowned facility, with a century-long history of
providing services for individuals with autism and
developmental disabilities, has been the subject of
growing concern due to repeated reports of
mistreatment. A recent incident, captured on video
by a whistleblower, has brought the issue to the
forefront. The footage allegedly depicts a caregiver,
Garnet Collins, abusing a teenage resident. This
revelation has sparked outrage and raised serious
questions about the quality of care provided within
the institution.In the disturbing footage, Garnet
Collins, 50, a caregiver at the facility, was seen
allegedly trying to control Anil's son by squeezing
his genitals."Every day. Every day. Every day. Itkills
me to think about the amount of abuse and torture he
went through," Anil told Fox5. The incident has had a
profound impact on Anil, the father of the abused
teenager. He shared his harrowing experience,
highlighting the distress caused by the alleged abuse.
The whistleblower, who risked their own well-being

South Korean Prez Yeol
Survives Impeachment As His
Party Leaders Boycott Vote

Seoul. South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol on
Saturday narrowly escaped impeachment over the
outrage following his brief declaration of martial law.

The National Assembly voted on the opposition-led
motion, but most lawmakers from Yoon's ruling
People Power Party (PPP) boycotted the vote, despite
massive protests outside the parliament, YONHAP
news agency reported.Yoon had earlier apologised
publicly for his martial law declaration, stating that
"he will leave to the ruling party decisions about his
term and stabilisation of state affairs." The PPP
lawmakers largely stood by their party's stance to
avoid a repeat of the 2016 impeachment crisis of
President Park Geun-hye, which led to a conservative
party divide and a liberal victory in the 2017
presidential election, as per YONHAP news
agency.Following Yoon's martial law decision raised
serious questions about his ability to govern for the
remaining half of his single, five-year term. Now he
legal risks and renewed attempts to force him out of
office as the main opposition Democratic Party (DP)
said "it will table the impeachment motion again next
week."According to YONHAP news agency,
hundreds of thousands of people gathered outside the
National Assembly on Saturday, calling for President

Syria's Bashar Al-Assad: The President
Who Led A Bloody Crackdown

Beirut, Lebanon.Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad oversaw a merciless
crackdown on a pro-democracy revolt
that morphed into one of the bloodiest
wars of the century.On Sunday, as
rebels entered the capital, a Syrian war
monitor said he had left the country, in
what could spell the end not just of his
24-year rule but the downfall of his
clan's five-decade reign.After facing
down nationwide protests demanding
his ouster and an armed rebellion that
he all but crushed, Assad had -- until a
lightning rebel offensive -- taken back
control of much of Syria in the civil war
that began in 2011.Quiet in demeanour,
Assad had for years relied on his
alliances with Russia, Iran and
Lebanon's Hezbollah in order to
maintain power.While leading a
merciless war of survival for his rule,
he presented himself to his people and
the outside world as Syria's only viable
leader in the face of the Islamist
threat.But an Islamist-led rebel
offensive that began on November 27
wrested city after city from Assad's
control.On Sunday the rebels
announced they had entered
Damascus.Shortly afterwards, the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights

conducted himself calmly.Behind the
facade, however, was an astonishing
ability to hold onto power amid
multiple waves of violence and
transformative change in Syria and
the wider region.

'Shuffle the cards’

One journalist, who met with Assad on
several occasions before and after
war broke out in 2011, told AFP
Assad is a "unique and complex
figure".Assad has "the same
qualities" as his father, Hafez al-
Assad, who ruled Syria for nearly

three decades until his death in 2000,

said the journalist, who declined to be

named.Hafez al-Assad, head of the

Syrian Baath Party, imposed in the

country a secretive, paranoid regime

where even the slightest suspicion of
dissent could land one in jail or worse.

Bashar al-Assad was never meant to
become president, but his life changed
radically when his older brother Bassel,
who was being groomed to inherit
power, died in aroad accidentin 1994.

Bashar quit his studies in ophthalmology

and left London, where he had met his

wife Asma, a British-Syrian and Sunni

Muslim who worked for financial

services firm JP Morgan.

Brian Thompson murder case: NYPD divers search lake
for murder weapon as manhunt enters fourth day

World. In the UnitedHealthcare CEO
Brian Thompson murder case, after
finding the suspect's bag, the NYPD
divers searched Central Park's Lake on
Saturday for the weapon used, whilst
the manhunt enters its fourth day.

The search was concentrated near the
park's boathouse and Bethesda
Fountain. Investigators still seek two
crucial pieces of evidence: the
suspect's electric bicycle and the
murder weapon.

Authorities discovered a backpack in the
park on Friday evening, which is
undergoing forensic analysis in
Queens. Officials confirmed the
backpack contained no firearm but
included a Tommy Hilfiger jacket,
CNN reported.

The NYPD is receiving assistance from
federal investigators to analyse
evidence, including the backpack,
photographs, video footage,
ammunition, and DNA samples. They
believe the suspect has left the city.

said he had left the country, while the
rebels themselves said the "tyrant" had
llﬂedll.

No real opposition

For years, Assad had cast himself as the
protector of Syria's minorities, a
bulwark against extremism and the sole
possible purveyor of stability for a
country ravaged by war.In multiple
votes held over the years, conducted
solely on government-held territory, he
took the vast majority of the ballots,
amid accusations from Western
countries and rights groups that the
elections were neither free nor fair.In
official meetings, during interviews
and even on the front lines, the 59-year-
old ophthalmologist by training

The FBI has announced a $50,000
reward for information leading to
arrest and conviction, whilst the
NYPD offers an additional $10,000
reward.Officials believe the suspect,
who arrived in New York via
Greyhound from Atlanta last month,
has departed the city by interstate bus.
NYPD detectives have travelled to
Atlanta to advance the investigation,
with support from local police.

'Netis tightening'

Mayor Eric Adams highlighted the
backpack discovery as a positive
development, stating they would
identify and apprehend the suspect.

“The net is tightening,” Mayor Adams
told reporters at a Police Athletic
League holiday party in Harlem on
Saturday.Mayor Adams declined to
say whether investigators already had
the suspect’s name when asked at a
Harlem event.“We don’t want to
release that ow,” Adams said. “If we
do, we are basically giving a tip to the

person we are seeking and we do not
want to give him an upper hand at all.
Lethim continue to believe he can hide
behind the mask. We revealed his face.
We’re going to reveal who he is and
we’re going to bring him to justice.”

Investigators are scrutinising
surveillance images of an unmasked
individual released on Thursday.
Commissioner Jessica Tisch reported
substantial evidence collection,
including fingerprints and extensive
CCTV footage of the suspect's
movements.Police probing whether
special gun used to kill
ThompsonChief Detective Joseph
Kenny indicated they're investigating
whether a specialised weapon was
used. Border authorities on both
Canadian and Mexican frontiers have
been alerted.Cops are probing whether
the weapon used was a “veterinary”
gun commonly used to euthanize
animals, an NYPD official said, New
York Post reported.

Yoon Suk Yeol's removal from office. This comes after
Yoon's attempt to impose martial law, which has
sparked widespread outrage.Prosecutors, the police
and the Corruption Investigation Office for High-
ranking Officials have all launched probes into Yoon
and senior officials involved in the martial law decree,
seeking to press charges of insurrection and abuse of
power, among others.DP leader Lee Jae-myung has
accused Yoon of being "the mastermind behind
rebellion," calling for authorities to take necessary
procedures for a swift investigation into him.Under
the law, crimes of rebellion are exceptions to the
presidential immunity to prosecution, as reported by
the YONHAP news agency.Notably, South Korea is
facing a challenging time, with some lawmakers
proposing a constitutional amendment to shorten
President Yoon Suk Yeol's term and transfer more
power to the prime minister, the government's No. 2
post, who holds a largely ceremonial role. The political
turmoil comes at a challenging time for South Korea,
as it is working to strengthen alliances with the United
States and other partners to counter growing threats
from North Korea amid its deepening military ties
with Russia.

Syrian government appears to have fallen in
stunning end to 50-year rule of Assad family

BEIRUT. The Syrian government appeared
to have fallen early Sunday in a stunning
end to the 50-year rule of the Assad family
after a lightning rebel offensive.

The head of a Syrian opposition war monitor
said President Bashar Assad had left the
country for an undisclosed location, fleeing
ahead of insurgents who said they had
entered Damascus after a stunning advance
across the country.Syrian Prime Minister
Mohammed Ghazi Jalali said the
government was ready to “extend its hand”
to the opposition and hand over its
functions to a transitional government.

“I'am in my house and I have not left, and this

Iran, Assad’s main backer in the years
of war in Syria, reported that Assad [
had left the capital. It cited Qatar’s Al |
Jazeera news network for the
information and did not
elaborate.There was no immediate
statement from the Syrian
government.

An Associated Press journalist in
Damascus reported seeing groups of
armed residents along the road in the
outskirts of the capital and hearing
sounds of gunshots. The city’s main
police headquarters appeared to be
abandoned, its door left ajar with no

central city of Homs, Syria's third
largest, as government forces
abandoned it. The city stands at an
important intersection between
Damascus, the capital, and Syria’s
coastal provinces of Latakia and Tartus
— the Syrian leader’s base of support
and home to a Russian strategic naval
base.The government denied rumors
that Assad had fled the country.Sham
FM reported that government forces
took positions outside Homs without
elaborating. Rami Abdurrahman who
heads the Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights, said Syrian

from mosques.It was the first time
opposition forces had reached Damascus

to expose the misconduct, deserves recognition for
their bravery in bringing this critical issue to light.
We immediately got in the car, drove upstate, pulled
him out of the residence, and contacted the New York
State Troopers," Anil recalled. Garnet Collins, the
caregiver accused of abusing a resident at the
Anderson Center for Autism, was arrested and
charged with endangering the welfare of an
incompetent person and forcible touching.

is because of my belonging to this country,”
Jalili said in a video statement. He said he
would go to his office to continue work in
the morning and called on Syrian citizens
not to deface public property. He did not
address reports that Assad had left the
country.Rami Abdurrahman of the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights told The
Associated Press that Assad took a flight
Sunday from Damascus.State television in

officers outside. Another AP journalist shot
footage of an abandoned army checkpoint
where uniforms were discarded on the
ground under a poster of Assad’s face.
Residents of the capital reported hearing
gunfire and explosions. Footage broadcast
on opposition-linked media showed a tank
in one of the capital's central squares while
a small group of people gathered in
celebration. Calls of “God is great” rang out

since 2018, when Syrian troops recaptured
areas on the outskirts of the capital
following a yearslong siege.The pro-
government Sham FM radio reported that
the Damascus airport had been evacuated
and all flights halted.The insurgents also
announced they had entered the notorious
Saydnaya military prison north of the
capital and “liberated" their prisoners there.
The night before, opposition forces took the

troops and members of different security
agencies withdrew from the city, adding
that rebels entered parts of'it.

The insurgency announced later Saturday
that it had taken over Homs. The rebels had
already seized the cities of Aleppo and
Hama, as well as large parts of the south, in
a lightning offensive that began Nov. 27.
Analysts said rebel control of Homs would
be a game-changer.
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Vinod Kambli like my son,
1983 team will take care of
him: Sunil Gavaskar

New Delhi. Former India captain Sunil
Gavaskar extended a helping hand to the
ailing Vinod Kambli. India's legendary 1983
World Cup-winning cricket team has
stepped forward to support former cricketer
in overcoming his struggles. Sunil
Gavaskar, one of India's cricketing greats,
confirmed this development, following
similar sentiments expressed by Kapil Deyv,
the captain of the historic 1983
squad.Expressing a deep sense of
responsibility, Gavaskar referred to players
like Kambli as 'sons' and reassured fans that
the 1983 team members would rally together
to assist their fellow cricketer.

"The 1983 team is very conscious of the
younger players. For me, they are like
grandsons. If you see their age, some are like
sons. We are all very concerned, particularly
when fortunes desert them. I don't like the
word help. What the 83 team wants to do is
take care of him. We want to take care of
Vinod Kambli and help him get back on his
feet. How we will do, we'll see in the future.

We want to take care of cricketers who are
struggling when fortunes don't smile on
them," Gavaskar, who is currently in
Adelaide as part of the broadcasting team
covering the India vs Australia second Test,
told Sports Today.Recent years have seen
Kambli embroiled in several controversies
and facing significant personal and health
challenges.Kambli, who has been battling
severe health challenges, has found a strong
support system in the cricketing fraternity
that recognises his contributions to the sport.

Concerns regarding Kambli's well-being
escalated after a video from a memorial
event for coach Ramakant Achrekar went
viral. In the footage, Kambli was seen
holding the hand of his childhood friend,
Sachin Tendulkar, and refusing to let go,
which sparked widespread attention and
worry.One of the most recent and alarming
incidents involves a viral video showing
Kambli struggling to walk steadily and
maintaining his balance. The video, which
has sparked widespread concern among fans
and well-wishers, which showed Kambli in
a disoriented state and requiring assistance
from others to navigate safely.

Real Madrid closes gap on
Barcelona with 3-0 win

against Girona

GIRONA. Jude Bellingham inspired
champions Real Madrid to a comfortable 3-0
victory at Girona on Saturday in La Liga,
with Kylian Mbappe also on the scoresheet
after two high-profile penalty misses.

Los Blancos cut the gap on league leaders
Barcelona to two points after the Catalans
drew 2-2 at Real Betis, with Madrid having
played one fewer match.Bellingham opened
the scoring before half-time and set up Arda
Guler for Madrid's second, before Mbappe
produced a clinical finish for their third.

Both Bellingham and defender Ferland Mendy
were replaced with apparent knocks in the
second half ahead of Tuesday's Champions
League clash at Atalanta.Coach Carlo
Ancelotti confirmed Bellingham would be
fit for the game but said Mendy had suffered
a muscular injury.After Madrid's fifth defeat
across all competitions in midweek against
Athletic Bilbao, having lost just twice last
season, Ancelotti pledged his team would
improve and they were significantly better
against Girona."Bellingham scored his fifth
goal running (in La Liga), Mbappe scored,
Brahim (Diaz) did good work, Arda scored a

great goal, as I said, bit by bit we will come
back (to form)," said Real Madrid coach
Carlo Ancelotti.With Vinicius Junior and
Rodrygo sidelined, Ancelotti selected
Bellingham and Diaz in support of Mbappe.

The French forward has been the focus of
criticism in recent weeks after blowing
penalties against Liverpool and Athletic
Bilbao, and struggling to find the form which
made him a star with Paris Saint-Germain
and his country.Girona, who ran Madrid
close for the Spanish title for much of last
season before eventually finishing third,
started the stronger and Bryan Gil fired wide,
with Donny van de Beek lashing
over.Madrid settled into the game and,
keeping the hosts at arm's length, began to
create chances of their own.Paulo Gazzaniga
saved Brahim Diaz's fierce drive from the
edge of the box as the champions clicked into
gear.Bellingham broke the deadlock after 36
minutes when Diaz's cross was blocked and
the ball fell kindly to the England
international, who fired home through a
crowd of players.

New Delhi.

Jasprit Bumrah faces mjury scare; Should
India rush in Shami for Brishane Test

w-AUS vs IND, 2nd Test: Jasprit

Bumrah has been a vital member
of the Indian team, but he faced
an injury scare during his spell on
Day 2 of the second Test against
Australia at the Adelaide Oval.
Should India rush Mohammed
Shami to Australia?

e
New Delhi. Before the Test series against

Australia started, it was known that Jasprit
Bumrah would need to be on top of his game
for India to win. In Perth, Bumrah put his
best foot forward. He did not give Australian
batters much breathing space as India
secured a 295-run win. Bumrah also became
the first visiting captain to win a Test at the
Optus Stadium in Perth.But Bumrah was on
the firing line to some extent. In the absence
of Mohammed Shami, he had to carry a
chunk of the workload. With the likes of

Harshit Rana and Akash Deep not having
enough experience at the international level,
it was always going to be Bumrah who had to
take additional responsibilities and fill in for
the inexperience of the rest of the pace
attack.In Adelaide, Bumrah again stepped
up, picking up four wickets, including that of
Steve Smith, one of the best in the business.
But the pacer felt the heat to some extent on
Day 2. Not because of his bowling, but for
the strain his body has had to take over the
last two weeks.In the 81st over of the
Australian innings, after India opted for the
second new ball, Bumrah faced a minor
injury scare. The speedster looked in some
sort of discomfort while bowling his 20th
over. Ravi Shastri, India’s former head
coach, said that Bumrah was holding his
adductor muscle. Soon after, Bumrah was up
on his feet having received treatment from
the physio.Although Bumrah resumed
bowling, the question remains, can he carry
on with the same workload throughout the
series? Even for a fast bowler of Bumrah’s
calibre, it can be challenging to say the least.
The extra workload was pretty evident when
he bowled 11 out of 33 overs on Day 1 at the

Adelaide Oval.Bumrah, desperately, needs
someone to share his workload and give him
a breather. Here’s where India are faced with
a conundrum regarding the prospects of
bringing in Shami.Can Shami be ready for
the Brisbane Test?Needless to say that
Bumrah would heave a sigh of reliefif Shami
joins the Indian squad. The question is when
is the appropriate time to rope in Shami? The
speedster hasn’t donned the national colours
since the ODI World Cup final in November
2023 against the Aussies at the Narendra
Modi Stadium.

It was only recently that he made his comeback

to competitive cricket in the Ranji Trophy,
after which he also represented Bengal in the
Syed Mushtaq Ali T20 Trophy. PTI earlier

Siraj vs Head continues: More hoos for
pacer, Aussie s’rur W|IcIIy celebru’res catch

- 1he Mohammed Siraj vs Travis Head
battle continued as the Australian batter
picked his catch on Day 3 of the 2nd
Test in Adelaide. Moreover, Siraj had to
battle with boos for the 2nd straight day
by the hostile Adelaide crowd.

New Delhi. There is no toning down to the

ongoing battle between Travis Head and
Mohammed Siraj in the Border Gavaskar
Trophy series. It all started on Day 2 of the
2nd Test at Adelaide Oval, when Siraj gave
an aggressive send-off to Head after
dismissing him. Day 3 witnessed Head
taking Siraj's catch and celebrating
aggressively. Jasprit Bumrah and Siraj were
batting after India lost 9 wickets for 166
runs. While facing Scott Boland, Siraj
stepped to the leg side, cleared his front leg
for a big swing across the line. The bat
twisted at the moment of contact and was not

well-timed. The delivery ballooned high into
the air and the 'crowd -favourite' Travis Head
back-pedalled from mid-wicket to take an
excellent catch. He punched in the air after
taking Siraj's catch and showed the pink ball
to the crowd. With the catch, Australia also
managed to bundle India out for 175 runs in
the 2nd innings. The fierce battle between
Siraj and Head was the highlight of the 2nd
Test. After a fiery exchange on Day 2, Siraj
walked out to bat while facing boos from a
hostile Adelaide crowd.However, Siraj and
Head were spotted chatting in between the
overs and settled things down. The duo took
out time to clarify and get things sorted

between each other. Even after the Test
match ended, Head and Siraj hugged it
out.Travis Head scored a magnificent
hundred in front of his home crowd on
Day 2. His 140-run knock put India on
the backfoot, but the Aussie star was
knocked over by Siraj. The Indian
pacer gave him an aggressive send-off
and things got heated up when Head
abused him back.Speaking to the
broadcasters after the day 2's play,
Head said he told Siraj that he had
bowled well, and the Indian pacer
misinterpreted it. The Australian batter said
he was slightly disappointed with how
things transpired. Head concluded by saying
that if the Indian team wants to act in such a
fashion, then so be it.Siraj claimed that Head
was lying when the Australian asserted that
all he said was "well-bowled" to the bowler.
Siraj insisted that the Indian team respects
every player, and he did not engage in an
aggressive celebration in the first place. The
pacer said that it was Head who abused him
and that triggered him to give an aggressive
send-off.

England's historic Test series triumph in
New Zealand after 16 years, win 2nd Tesf

England delivered a
dominant performance to defeat
New Zealand by 323 runs in the 2nd
Test, securing the 3-match series
with a 2-0 lead. The visitors
outplayed the hosts in all
departments of the game and
continued their impressive form. It
was a historic win for England, their
very first win on New Zealand soil in
16 years. England's first innings
began shakily, with four quick
wickets falling early. However,
Harry Brook rescued the team with a
brilliant century, guiding them to a strong
total of 280 runs. Brook's knock was the
turning point as it provided England
momentum for the remainder of the match.

With the ball, England took control through

Brydon Carse and Gus Atkinson, who
ripped through New Zealand's batting
lineup. Their efforts helped England gain a

big 155-run lead in the first innings, putting
New Zealand under pressure. In their second
innings, England's batters ensured the target
would be beyond the reach of the hosts.
Jacob Bethell and Ben Duckett played key
roles, building a strong platform. Joe Root
then scored a classy 36th Test century, which
helped England set New Zealand a massive
target of 583 runs. England declared their
innings at 427/6 as all the batters stepped up

to put the team in a winning position.
England beat New Zealand
Root, Brook and Atkinson set-up win
New Zealand's chase began poorly as the
England bowlers struck early on by
exploiting the overcast conditions. Tom
Blundell showed resistance with a fine
century, his fifth in Test cricket, after
being dropped on zero by Bethell.
Nathan Smith also made a useful
contribution down the order, but the
rest of the batters failed to step
up.England's bowlers, led by Atkinson, kept
up the pressure. Atkinson's hat-trick was a
standout in what was an overall clinical
display by the visitors. The hosts were
bowled out far short of the target, sealing
England's win by a huge margin.

Harry Brook's second century of the series,

Root's return to form, and the bowlers' sharp
performances were the key factors for
England's win.

reported that preparations to send Shami are
already underway and the pacer will be
available for the last two Tests.

"Shami's India kit has already been
dispatched to Australia. He will complete
the Mushtaq Ali Trophy T20 assignment
and then leave," a source said, adding that
Shami’s “fitness certificate” from the NCA
will also come soon.But with less than a
week left for the third Test in Brisbane to
start, Bumrah is racing against time to make
the cut. The Indian team management

would be wary of making a hasty decision
and do more harm than good by trying to
make Shami available for the upcoming
game.

‘Difficult for Shami’

After the end of the second day’s play of the
Adelaide Test, the legendary Sunil Gavaskar
also reckoned that it would be tough for
Shami to take the field in the Brisbane Test.

“It might be a little bit difficult for him to be in
Australia in time for the third Test, which is
starting next week. It might be just a little bit
difficult,” Gavaskar told India Today in an
interview.Gavaskar also said that for the
Brisbane Test, there might be a toss-up
between Akash Deep and Harshit Rana, who
came under fire for leaking runs on Day 2.

AUS-W vs IND-W: Ellyse
completes 4000 ODI runs, hits
fastest hundred vs India

New Delhi Australia's veteran Ellyse Perry

achieved a monumental feat in the 2nd ODI
match vs India in Brisbane on December 8§,
Sunday. Perry hit her 3rd ODI hundred and
also completed 4000 runs in the format. In a
scintillating display of batting, she completed
her hundred within 72 balls. This was the
fastest ODI hundred hit against India
women's cricket team. She also became the
4th Australian to score 4000 runs in women's
ODIs. She shattered plenty of records as Perry
became the first woman to complete the
double of 7000 runs and 300 wickets in
international cricket.Her 72-ball hundred was
the joint-fourth fastest for Australia in
women's ODIs. Perry produced a masterclass

in Brisbane by playing a 105-run knock from
75 balls which included 7 fours and 6 sixes.
Australia opted to bat first and the openers
Phoebe Litchfield and Georgia Voll set the
tone early as they shared a 130-run stand.
After Litchfield was dismissed for 63-ball 60,
Perry walked into bat. Voll anchored the
innings brilliantly, smashing her maiden ODI
century. She was joined by the experienced
Ellyse Perry, who also brought up a hundred,
as the duo dismantled India’s bowling attack
during the middle overs.Australia delivered a
commanding batting performance, posting a
massive 371 runs in their innings — the
highest score ever recorded against India in
an ODL.

Mammoth chase for India
Indian bowlers struggled to contain the

onslaught, with Priya Mishra and Minnu
Mani proving particularly expensive.
However, the hosts did manage to pull things
back slightly in the final five overs, claiming a
flurry of wickets to restrict Australia from
going beyond 400. Despite the late
breakthroughs, Australia managed to put up a
daunting total on the board, leaving India with
a monumental chase ahead. The visitors will
need a herculean batting effort to pull off this
game.

Travis Head lied: Mohammed Siraj calls ouf

bhatter on

Mohammed Siraj opened up
about his aggressive send-
off to Travis Head on Day 2
of the Adelaide Test. Siraj
claimed Travis Head was
lying when he said 'well-
howled' after getting
dismissed.

New Delhi India pacer Mohammed Siraj

opened up about his fierce battle with Travis
Head on Day 2 of the 2nd Test at Adelaide
Oval on Saturday. Siraj claimed that Head

aggressive

was lying when the Australian asserted that
all he said was "well-bowled" to the bowler.
Siraj insisted that the Indian team respects
every player, and he did not engage in an
aggressive celebration in the first place. The
pacer said that it was Head who abused him
and that triggered him to give an aggressive
send-off."I was enjoying bowling to him. It
was a good battle because he batted really
well. When a batter hits you for a six on a
good ball, it feels bad. That gave me an
energy. After bowling him out, I celebrated.
Then he abused me. You can see on TV as
well. In the start, it was my celebration. |
didn't say anything to him. In the press
conference, he said wrong thing. He lied.
Noway he said well-bowled. We respect
everyone. I always respect everyone because
cricket is a gentleman's game. Travis Head's
actions were wrong. I did not feel good,"

send-off in

A
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Siraj told Star Sports before start of Day 2
proceedings.Speaking to the broadcasters
after the day 2's play, Head said he told Siraj
that he had bowled well, and the Indian pacer
misinterpreted it. The Asutralia batter said he
was slightly disappointed with how things
transpired. Head concluded by saying that if
the Indian team wants to act in such a
fashion, then so be it.

Can India make comeback?

Adelaide

Siraj also showcased confidence in the Indian
team and their ability to make a comeback
and win games from any position.

"The Indian team knows how to make a
comeback really well. We never give up.
Whenever we fall, we keep the strength to
get back up. We are always positive that we
can score runs from any position and even
win the contest. We will take the field with
a positive mindset and whatever God has
planned for us, we will get that," he added.

Travis Head vs Mohammed Siraj

The Indian team were put on the back foot with

a scintillating knock of 140 runs from 141
balls by Travis Head. However, the
Australian was knocked over by Siraj after
being hit for a six a delivery earlier. It was
Siraj who had the last laugh and gave an
animated send-off to the centurion. Head did
not like the animated bowler's actions as he
swore back at Siraj, leading to a heated
moment on the field.
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Disha

Patani

Turns Up The Heat In An Extra-
Plunging Black Pantsuit

ablaze with her latest Instagram post. The actress shared a series of
sizzling photos dressed in a jaw-dropping black pantsuit, oozing hotness
and glamour.The all-black ensemble featured a tailored blazer with a plunging
neckline that perfectly highlighted her toned physique. The structured fit and
sharp lapels added a power-packed vibe, while subtle embroidery on one side
lent a touch of understated glamour. Paired with sleek, straight-cut trousers,

Disha’s outfit was the epitome of modern elegance.

Keeping her accessories minimal, Disha opted for delicate silver rings and tiny
hoop earrings, allowing her statement outfit to do all the talking. Her hair was
styled into a chic updo with loose strands framing her face, and her makeup was
kept fresh and dewy, accentuated with a nude lip and winged eyeliner. Striking
a series of sensuous poses against a backdrop of cityscape views, the actress

gave major “lady boss" energy.

Fans flooded the comment section with compliments, calling her “absolute
perfection" and “too hot to handle." Among the many reactions, Disha’s best
friend, actress Mouni Roy, left a comment saying, “Stunned," followed by
fire emojis, while her sister Khushboo Patani aptly wrote, “Lady boss."
Clearly, Disha’s look was a hit not just with fans but also within her close
circle.On the professional front, Disha was last seen in Kanguva, where she
shared the screen with Suriya and Bobby Deol. In the action-packed film
directed by Siva, Disha played a fierce bounty hunter who partners with

Suriya’s dual characters, a warrior and a modern-day hunter.Whether it’s
slaying in a photoshoot or delivering power-packed performances on screen, Disha

Patani continues to be an unstoppable force in Bollywood.

Deepika Padukone

Dances To Lover At Diljit Dosanjh's
Concert In 1st Appearance Post-Baby

Deepika Padukone made her first public largely stayed away from public events, focusing on

D isha Patani, known for her bold and edgy style, once again set the internet

-

-
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q

appearance after welcoming her daughter, Dua,  her new role as a mother.During her pregnancy,

in September 2024. The actor was spotted Deepika continued working and even promoted Kalki
attending singer Diljit Dosanjh’s concertin Bangalore, 2898 AD, her ambitious sci-fi project. However,
where she grooved to his tunes in a relaxed and after embracing motherhood, she took a break from
cheerful mood.Dressed in a white sweatshirt and blue  the limelight.
jeans, Deepika kept it casual yet chic, radiating a post- Meanwhile, her husband, Ranveer Singh, has been
delivery glow. Videos from the event show her seated  actively engaging with fans and the
and enjoying the electrifying performance while fans  media.Ranveer recently opened up about the
life-changing experience of fatherhood.
Atan event, he shared his overwhelming
joy, saying, “That infinite happiness
that I’'m experiencing right now." He
added a humorous touch, stating,
“I’ve been on daddy duty for a long
time now. So, [ am ready to let loose
with you all." The actor also spoke
about his deep bond with Deepika,
describing their companionship as
“magic."On the work front, both
stars continue to shine. Deepika
and Ranveer recently featured in
Rohit Shetty’s Singham Again, a
blockbuster hit that resonated
well with audiences. Ranveer
is now gearing up for Farhan
Akhtar’s Don 3, one of the
most anticipated projects of the
year.Deepika’s concert
appearance has delighted fans,
marking a celebratory
moment for her followers
eager to see her back in the
spotlight.

around her cheered for both the singer and the
Bollywood superstar.

Deepika and Ranveer Singh became proud parents to
their daughter on September 8, 2024. The couple had
shared the joyous news with a heartwarming social
media post that read, “Welcome baby girl. 8-9-2024.
Deepika & Ranveer (sic)." Since then, Deepika has

Samantha Ruth Prabhu Grooves
To 'It's A New Day, It's A New
Life': 'The Most Beautiful...

Chaitanya, recently got remarried to

Sobhita Dhulipala in a grand yet traditional
ceremony. Naga Chaitanya and Sobhita
Dhulipala tied the knot on December 4 at the
Annapurna Studios in Hyderabad. Amid this,
Samantha has been keeping herself busy with
events and work commitments.The actress
recently attended an event where she danced to
Michael Buble’s I'm Feeling Good. The
actress looked gorgeous in a black gown as she
danced with her friend and fashion designer,
Kresha Bajaj. She shared a video from the
event and wrote, “The most beautiful evening
itwas."

S amantha Ruth Prabhu’s ex-husband, Naga

Amid Naga Chaitanya’s second wedding,

Samantha also received support from her
family as her sister-in-law showered love on
the actress. Samantha Ruth Prabhu‘s sister-in-
law, Nicole Joseph, shared a post on her
Instagram Story that read, “Good sisters-in-
law exist, and I love mine." Nicole tagged
Samantha in her story and the actress re-shared
it with the caption, “Love you."Samantha Ruth
Prabhu and Naga Chaitanya got married in
2017 and called it quits after nearly four years.
Samantha Ruth Prabhu and Naga Chaitanya
announced their divorce in October 2021, a
few days before their wedding
anniversary.Recently, the actress got candid
about the aftermath that a woman has to face
after a divorce. “Unfortunately, we live in a
society which is so patriarchal in nature, that
anytime something goes wrong, a woman gets
subjected to... I’m not saying men don’t, men
do, but a woman gets subjected to a lot more
judgment and a lot more shaming, not just
online, even inreal life," she told Galatta India.
“Many things were said about me that were
absolutely untrue. But what held me back, I
remember having this conversation with
myself when things were really, really crappy
and they were really, really... absolute lies
were being spread. And there were many times
when I wanted to come out and say, this is not
true, let me tell you the truth," she admitted.

Munawar Faruqui Reveals His Son
Had A Rare Disease 'Kawasaki':

That Sltuatlon Scares Me

unawar Faruqul has revealed that his

son was only one and a halfyears old

when he was diagnosed with a rare

disease called ‘Kawasaki’. The comedian
appeared on a podcast when he told the host
Janice Sequeira that the disease could
inflame blood vessels and damage his son’s
heart.Munawar also revealed how he
struggled financially during that time. He
shared that during the diagnosis his son
required injections costing Rs 25,000 each.
However, he had hardly Rs 700 in his pocket.
“That situation scares me. My son was one and
a half years old back then. He fell ill, and for
2-3 days, his condition didn’t improve. After
taking him to the hospital, we discovered he
had Kawasaki disease. Three injections were
required, each costing Rs 25,000. I needed Rs

75,000 but had only Rs 700-800 in my
wallet,” Munawar told ETimes.“I smiled
casually at the doctor, assuring him I’d
arrange the money. But as I stepped out, |
froze for 30-40 minutes, unable to think. It
was the heaviest moment of my life," the
comedian added.

Munawar shared that he had to ask people for
money because there was no other option. “I
travelled to Mumbai Central, collected the
money, and returned within three hours.
While I was relieved, I couldn’t smile
because it wasn’t my money," he said and
then added, “After that day, I made sure I’d
never be insufficient financially
again."Munawar Faruqui married
Mehzabeen Coatwala in May this year.
Before Mehzabeen, the comedian was
married to Jasmine, with whom he also has a
six-year-old son named Mikael. Munawar
first opened up about his son in Kangana
Ranaut’s Lock Upp. Now, he often shares
pictures with his son on social media.
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