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The power of
silence

In today’s fast-paced world, silence is often
overlooked. Yet, it holds profound spiritual and
psychological power. Silence is not just the
absence of sound but an intentional pause that
allows inner reflection and wisdom to emerge.
Across spiritual traditions, silence is revered as a
tool for self-discovery, mindfulness and clarity.
But what is the power of silence, and how can we
embrace it in our busy lives?Silence, in its purest
form, is more than just quiet. It is the stillness that
allows us to connect with our inner selves. In
Hinduism, the concept of mauna (voluntary
silence) is key to mental discipline and self-
purification. Ramana Maharshi practiced silence
not just as an external act but as a deep internal
discipline to achieve self-realisation.

Mabharshi’s silence transcended the ego and
allowed him to access higher consciousness.
Mahatma Gandhi also saw silence as a powerful
spiritual tool. His practice of “noble silence”
helped him clear his mind and stay grounded
during the complex struggles of the Indian
independence movement.In Buddhism, silence is
a path to enlightenment, where the stillness of
mind allows the true nature of reality to emerge.
Similarly, in Christianity, silence is a means of
communing with God, removing distractions to
hear divine wisdom. Silence centres our
thoughts, quiets mental noise and creates space
for insight.

A 2013 study published in Brain, Structure and
Function found that two hours of silence daily in
mice led to new brain cells in the hippocampus, a
region associated with memory and emotions.
Hence, silence shows promise for supporting
cognitive and emotional well-being.

Why Silence is Important

In today’s world, we are constantly bombarded by
noise—social media,work and daily distractions.
This leads to stress, mental fatigue and
disconnection from ourselves. Silence offers
respite from these external stimuli, helping us
regain focus and connect with our deeper
thoughts. It is essential for personal clarity and
growth.Moreover, silence fosters better
communication. In conversations, pauses can be
more meaningful than constant chatter. Mindful
silence during dialogue allows for deeper
understanding and reflection, leading to more
meaningful connections. By practicing silence,
we listen more intently, respond with greater care
and create stronger relationships.

How to Embrace Silence

To benefit from silence, we must make space for it.
Here are several practical ways to incorporate
silence into our daily routines:Meditation:
Meditation is one of the best ways to cultivate
silence. It quiets the mind and encourages inward
focus, helping to reduce stress and improve
clarity. In Hinduism, meditation is vital for
realising one’s true nature (Atman) and
connecting with the divine.

Silent Retreats: Common in both Buddhist and
Hindu traditions, silent retreats offer deep
immersion in silence. These retreats allow
individuals to disconnect from external
distractions and focus entirely on inner reflection.
While full retreats may not always be possible,

The Ministry of External Affairs’ (MEA)

SIX months after its creditable performance in the Lok

Opacity continues to afflict India-China relationship

The positive tenor in the post-Galwan India-China

relationship was enabled by a brief meeting between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the BRICS
Summit in Kazan, Russia, in late October. It received
considerable official comment and caused
parliamentary discord in early December.

External Affairs Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar made a

detailed statement in Parliament on December 3. He
traced the history of the unresolved territorial-cum-
border issue from 1958 right up to the most recent
thaw in the relationship at Kazan in a lucid, albeit
selective, manner. He unequivocally stated: “We are
clear that the maintenance of peace and tranquillity
in border areas is a prerequisite for the
development of our ties. In the coming
days, we will be discussing both de-
escalation as well as effective
management of our activities in the
border areas.”Regrettably, the EAM’s
statement resulted in the Opposition
members staging a walkout, since a
discussion was not allowed. This
legislative discord was avoidable.The
EAM’s statement was followed by the
32nd meeting of the Working
Mechanism for Consultation and
Coordination (WMCC) on India-China
Border Affairs in Delhi on December 5
between officials from both countries.

readout regarding the outcome of the
WMCC meeting was brief and
intriguing. The most significant
assertion is the line that reads: “The two
sides positively affirmed the
implementation of the most recent
disengagement agreement which
completed the resolution of the issues
that emerged in 2020.”Does this imply
that the disengagement process is complete and that
the seemingly intractable issues, which emerged in
2020 (the Galwan setback), have reached
satisfactory resolution? The second question is
whether the use of the word ‘agreement’ has been
accepted by the Chinese side and if this is a reference
to a written document or is the agreement an oral
understanding?

After the initial fumble and obfuscation that took place

in the immediate aftermath of the Galwan clash in
June 2020 (the statement by PM Modi that there was
no intrusion) — the Indian position gradually
crystallised with two major objectives. One, that

unresolved territorial/border

there has to be a return to the April 2020 status quo as
regards the patrolling protocols along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC); and two, that all agreements
signed between India and China regarding the
issue would be
respected.An objective review of the tactical
situation after the Galwan incident revealed that
India had forfeited certain patrolling rights along the
LAC in Ladakh. Furthermore, concerns were voiced
that buffer zones were being created along the LAC,
which would inhibit both Indian patrolling and
grazing rights that existed in April 2020. Was this a
case of China imposing a ‘new normal’ along the
LAC?The most recent official statements do not

shed any light on these issues. One presumes that
they will be addressed by the Special
Representatives at their next meeting later this
month. Dissonance in the MEA statements was
highlighted by Ashok Kantha, former Ambassador
to China, in a series of tweets on social media. He
added: “The MEA statement that ‘all issues that
emerged in 2020’ have been resolved is baffling to
someone who was a border negotiator with China for
nearly a decade.” This is a welcome intervention in
the public domain by an astute China
expert.Hopefully, the statements from the MEA will
be harmonised with the final military objective that
was reiterated by Army Chief Gen Upendra

Rumblings in INDIA

Opposition alliance faces leadership crisis

incorporating periods of silence into the day can
have a similar effect.Nature Walks: Spending
time in nature provides a natural form of silence.
Walking in the woods or near the sea quiets the
mind, allowing for reflection and peace. This
practice, embraced by many spiritual figures,
offers abreak from the noise of modern life.

Mindful Listening: Silence also means listening
deeply. Pauses in conversations can foster better
understanding and empathy. By listening
mindfully, we enhance communication and
strengthen connections.

Reducing Noise: Technology often bombards us
with constant noise. Turning off notifications or
creating quiet spaces at home or work can
promote silence and enhance focus. In many

Sabha elections, the Opposition’s INDIA bloc finds
itself at a crossroads. The alliance did well in the
Jharkhand and J&K Assembly elections, but the
stunning losses in Haryana and Maharashtra have
laid bare differences among its constituents. The
knives are out especially after the drubbing suffered
by the Congress-led Maha Vikas Aghadi at the hands
of the BJP-helmed Mahayuti in Maharashtra. The
grand old party’s poor show has dented its
predominant position in INDIA, prompting
Trinamool Congress chief and West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee to throw her hat into the ring.
Dissatisfied with the bloc’s functioning, Mamata
has signalled her intention to take charge of the
alliance, if given the opportunity. She has found

Hindu practices, creating a sacred, quiet space for
prayer or meditation is considered essential for
spiritual growth.

MORE than seven years since its introduction, the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime, hailed as a
game-changing innovation at the time of its launch,

is still being sustained with hype. From the point of

view of performance, the regime, while not yielding
the revenue gains its “efficiency” was supposed to
deliver, is proving to be the final factor driving most
state governments to bankruptcy.The Central
Government has sought to conceal this reality by
reporting the nominal values of GST collections
every month and comparing them with the previous
month or the corresponding month of the previous
year.It is to be expected that so long as the GDP
growth is positive, revenues from taxation,
especially indirect taxation, are likely to increase in
nominal terms. But even this “natural” trend has
been broken by multiple monthly figures that point
to a lower yield of revenues than in past periods
chosen for comparison.

To make up for that bad news, the Centre has tended to
make much of those months when nominal or
current price figures are higher than in the past,
advertising “record” collections in hyped press
releases. A sober and reasoned assessment points to
the following: If we exclude the period from the
GST’s inception in August 2017 till March 2022,
allowing sufficient time for the system to have
overcome its “teething troubles”, we have net
collections ofRs 880 billion in April 2022. Between
that month and October 2024 — a period of 31
months — there have been only three months when
the aggregate figure exceeded that sum. These, too,

support from Nationalist Congress Party stalwart Sharad
Pawar, who has called her a “prominent leader” of the
nation.It’s apparent that Rahul Gandhi, Leader of the

— i,

Opposition in the Lok Sabha, is losing ground as the face
of INDIA. There are three Gandhis in Parliament now —
with Priyanka being the latest entrant — but this dynastic

The cost of GST & fiscal crises in states
If the Indian Union has to be protected, evidence suggests that the GST ‘experiment’ must be abandoned.

are ‘nominal’ receipts.Besides the growth of the
economy, another reason why receipts from
taxation should rise because of inherent
“buoyancy” is the impact of inflation. It takes more
money for a government to do the same thing when
the prices are higher. The trend rate of monthly
growth in receipts from the GST between April
2022 and October 2024 was just 0.86 per cent.
Adjust for inflation, and the growth rate of “real”
receipts falls to exactly half of that: 0.43 per cent.
That is near-stagnation.This has hit the state
governments particularly hard because they are the
ones who ceded a substantial share of their taxation
rights to the GST Council, which is dominated by
the Centre. With the shift to the GST, the share of
state taxes that were subsumed under the new tax
regime (44 per cent) was much larger than that of

the Central taxes (28 per cent).

The loss of that revenue stream occurred during a
period in which the Centre had squeezed the volume
of its own receipts that it devolved to the states. It
did that by relying increasingly on imposts that are
not included in the divisible pool of resources to be
shared with states based on the recommendations of
the Finance Commission.The most egregious
instance of this is the reliance on surcharges and

The share of

surcharges and cesses to Gross Tax Revenue of the

Centre, which was 9.5 per cent in 2013-14, rose to

14.8 per cent in 2023-24 (it was as high as 20.5 per

cent in 2020-21).The other factor inflicting losses

on the states is the large direct tax concessions given

cesses that are not shareable.

to friends in the corporate sector by the Centre,
which reduces the size of the divisible pool.The
question does arise as to why the states agreed to
cede their taxation rights and reduce their own fiscal

autonomy. One reason was their own embrace of the
neoliberal ideology. Value-Added Tax (VAT), to
which species the GST belongs, is the preferred
means of taxation in neoliberal environments that
privilege corporate profits (with lower taxes) and
mobilise revenue through indirect taxes like VAT,
the burden of which falls disproportionately on the
poor and middle classes. This “regressive” character
is sought to be papered over by claiming that these
taxes are more “efficient”. In India’s case, that
argument was fortified by the claim that a system
that “harmonised” taxes across states was also
efficient. Why states at different levels of
development and very different economic
structures should have the same structure of

A comprehensive White Paper that builds on the External Affairs Minister’s detailed statement in Parliament would be a much-needed first step.

Dwivedi, who noted (on October 23) that both
armies need to restore trust and “go back to the status
quo of April 2020”.The MEA statement after the
WMCC talks also noted: “Both sides reviewed the
situation in border areas, and reflected on the lessons
learnt from the events of 2020 in order to prevent
their recurrence.”The reference to ‘reflecting’ on
lessons learnt warrants a zoom out for Delhi, which
has been grappling with this unresolved border
problem for well over 65 years. India was surprised
by the October 1962 Chinese attack and the limited
border war that ensued; and much the same pattern
unspooled in June 2020 at Galwan.

India’s first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru was at

the helm in October 1962. There were
many defence policy blunders and
omissions on his part. Yet, Nehru did not
prevent the debacle from being
discussed in Parliament. A few
Opposition MPs, including a young Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, sought a special session
of Parliament. This was held on
November 8 — when the war was still
being prosecuted and India was on the
defensive. And when it was suggested
that this be a ‘secret session’, Nehru
rejected the proposal, stating that the
issues before the House were of “high
interest to the whole country”.On
December 10, 1962, a full session was
devoted to the Chinese invasion in the
Lok Sabha; the comprehensive
proceedings have been recorded in 145
pages.Yet, even Nehru was reluctant to
let the Henderson Brooks report (which
was tasked with reviewing the military
lapses of the October 1962 war) from
being placed in the public domain. This
opacity continues to plague the post-
Galwan period of the troubled India-
China relationship.Tensions between the two Asian
giants have been festering for decades. Complex
geopolitical factors and domestic political
compulsions on both sides have further exacerbated
the situation. Sunlight is often the best disinfectant,
and ensuring transparency about what has transpired
would be highly desirable. Democratic India would
be better served by allowing this vital national
security issue to be discussed both in Parliament and
the media. A comprehensive White Paper on the
India-China relationship that builds on the EAM’s
detailed statement in Parliament would be a much-
needed first step.

"34??, ]

milestone has not enthused the Congress’
allies. Though party president Mallikarjun
Kharge is also the chairperson of the bloc, it is
no secret that the Gandhi family is calling the
shots. But this arrangement is strengthening
neither the Congress nor INDIA.

The Congress has no option but to pay heed to
its partners. Overconfidence cost it dear in
Haryana, where it chose to give short shrift to
fellow INDIA members. Uddhav
Thackeray’s Shiv Sena has not helped matters
by hailing those who demolished the Babri
Masjid, triggering a backlash from the

Y Samajwadi Party, which has a sizeable
Muslim vote bank in Uttar Pradesh. Mutual
respect and accommodation must be the way

forward if the bloc has to remain intact. Otherwise, this
alliance might implode sooner or later, leaving the field
open for the BJP and PM Modi.

taxation across commodities is, of course, not
addressed.Based on such arguments, it was
projected that the GST regime would not just be
“revenue-neutral”, but also, in fact, deliver
substantial increases in revenues. The states
bought into this spurious argument. In fact, they
were also cajoled into accepting the major shift
in regime with the promise that in case revenues
accruing to the states from the GST fell short of
a level that reflected a 14 per cent annual
increase relative to the pre-GST collections
from taxes that were subsumed under the
regime, they would be compensated by the
Centre.That promise was for five years, by
which time the “game-changing” GST was
supposed to deliver on its promises.Those
promises have been completely belied. The
annual average revenue realised from taxes
subsumed under the GST from 2012-13 to 2016-17
is estimated at Rs 7.70 lakh crore. If that is taken as
the base from which the 14 per cent growth in
revenues from the GST is calculated, the actual
collections reflect a significant shortfall relative to
the ‘promised’ revenues. Not surprisingly,
compensation for the shortfall financed with the
compensation cess was crucial for the states.

But that came to an end after five years, much to the

surprise of the states. They are now more than ever
dependent on the patronage of the Centre for
revenues that match the expenditures associated
with the developmental responsibilities they
constitutionally shoulder.
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Reliance eyes $3 billion in
India's largest loan deal
since 2023: Report

NEW DELHI. Reliance Industries is in talks with
several banks to secure a $3 billion loan, reported
news agency Bloomberg. The funds are intended to
refinance debt that is due next year, as per sources
mentioned in the report. The Indian conglomerate led
by billionaire Mukesh Ambani is engaging with about
half a dozen banks to finalise the loan, which is
expected to be syndicated to the broader market in the
first quarter of 2025.Discussions are ongoing, and the
terms of the loan are yet to be confirmed. The final
structure could change as negotiations progress,
according to people cited in the report.

Reliance Industries has nearly $2.9 billion in debt
maturing in 2025, including interest payments, as per
data compiled by Bloomberg. The company has not
issued an official statement on the matter yet.

If the deal materialises, it will mark Reliance’s re-entry
into the offshore borrowing market after a gap since
2023. In that year, Reliance and its subsidiary,
Reliance Jio Infocomm, raised over $8 billion
through loans. These facilities attracted
approximately 55 lenders, as banks sought to
participate in high-quality credit deals.

The current loan could be the largest borrowing by an
Indian company since 2023.The loan comes at a time
when the Indian rupee has been under pressure,
recently hitting a record low against the US dollar.
This decline has been driven by persistent outflows
from Indian equity markets. Despite this, Reliance
Industries’ strong credit profile continues to make it a
preferred borrower in global markets.Reliance
Industries holds a credit rating that is one notch above
India’s sovereign grade, a distinction achieved by
very few companies. Moody’s recently reaffirmed
Reliance’s Baa2 rating, citing its solid credit metrics,
which are expected to remain stable despite high
capital expenditure.

The company’s strong financial position and
diversified business model make it one of the most
reliable borrowers in India. Its businesses span
energy, telecommunications, retail, and technology,
contributing to its resilience and ability to secure
large-scale funding.

Government may extend
laptop, PC import deadline
beyond Dec 31

NEW DELHI. The government is likely to extend the
deadline of the import authorisation scheme for
laptop and personal computers beyond December
31,2024, said a senior government official.

According to officials, the Commerce Ministry is
expected to issue a notification shortly to announce
the extension. “The government is not looking to
cause disruption — no disruption has been caused
so far through import authorisation scheme,” he
said.India launched an import management system
in November 2023, which required companies to
register with the government the quantity and value
of their laptop and tablet imports. Before this, on
August 4, the government had announced ban on
laptops, personal computers and tablets.

Later in the day, it had clarified that there was no ban
but electronics manufacturing companies needed a
licence or required to register on import
management system to import these items starting
November 1, 2023.he government said the purpose
of the decision was to encourage the companies to
start production in India. However, the reports
indicate India reversed the laptop licensing policy
following lobbying from US officials concerned
about New Delhi’s compliance with WTO
obligations and potential new regulations.Then
India extended the deadline for approving imports
of servers, laptops, PCs and tablets from September
30 to December 3 1. It means, electronics companies
like Dell, HP, Apple, Samsung and Lenovo will need
to obtain fresh approvals to import laptops and
tablets in India starting next year, as per a
government notification. As per Counterpoint
estimates, India’s laptop and personal computer
market is valued at $8 billion annually.

VIL to raise Rs 1,980 cr
through preferential issue

NEW DELHI. Vodafone Idea (VIL), the country’s
third-largest telecom service provider, announced
on Monday that its Board of Directors has approved
the issuance of up to 176 crore equity shares on a
preferential basis to raise Rs 1,980 crore.

The telco will issue these shares to Omega Telecom
Holdings Private Limited (Rs 1,280 crore) and Usha
Martin Telematics Limited (Rs 700 crore), both
Vodafone Group companies. The shares will be
issued at a price of Rs 11.28 per share, which
represents a premium of nearly 40% over the closing
price of Rs 8.11 on December 9,2024.

“Upto 1,755,319,148 equity shares of face value of Rs

10 each at an issue price of Rs 11.28 per equity share
(including a premium of Rs 1.28 per equity share)
for an aggregate consideration of up to Rs 1,980
crore,” said the company in a stock exchange filing.
Vodafone Group holds a 22.56% stake in VIL, while
the Aditya Birla Group holds 14.76%. The
government is the largest shareholder with a 23.15%
stake. The telco will convene an extraordinary
general meeting to seek shareholder approval for the
preferential issue. Last week, the parent company of
VIL, Vodafone Group, announced sale of its
remaining 3% stake in Indus Towers for over $300
million (approximately Rs 2,540 cr) in a block deal.

Immensely grateful: Shaktikanta Das thanks
PM Modi on last day as RBI Governor

In a series of tweets, Das

extended his thanks to

Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman, various

stakeholders, including

financial sector participants,

economists, industry bodies.

—— ]
NEW DELHI. Shaktikanta Das,

The share price opened at Rs 385,

the
outgoing Governor of the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI), expressed gratitude to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, and the
central bank team on his last day in
office.Das is being succeeded by Sanjay
Malhotra, a career civil servant and the
current revenue secretary in the finance
ministry. Malhotra will assume the role of

RBI Governor for a three-year term, amid
earlier speculation of a possible extension
for Das.“Will demit office as Governor
RBI later today. Thank you everyone

for your support and good wishes,”

said Das on X. He credited PM Modi

for his guidance and thoughts, which

he said had greatly benefitted him
during his tenure."Immensely
grateful to the Hon’ble PM
(@narendramodi for giving me this
opportunity to serve the country as
Governor RBI and for his guidance

and encouragement. Benefited a lot
from his ideas and thoughts," he
said.

Das also highlighted his working

relationship with Sitharaman, and

said, “The fiscal-monetary coordination
was at its best and helped us deal with the
multiple challenges during the last six
years.”In a series of tweets, Das extended
his thanks to various stakeholders,
including financial sector participants,
economists, industry bodies, and
agriculture and service sector
organisations, for their contributions and

ITl shares surge nearly

record high, up 39% this week

New Delhi. Shares of ITI Limited

continued their impressive rally on
Tuesday, 10 December, rising
nearly 10% to reach a fresh all-
time high of Rs 404 on the
National Stock Exchange (NSE).
This marks the third consecutive
session of strong buying interest in
the public sector undertaking’s
(PSU) stock.

higher than its previous close of Rs
368.10. It climbed as much as
9.8% during intraday trading,
touching a record high of Rs 404.

A

suggestions.He also expressed gratitude
to the entire RBI team, saying, “Together,
we successfully navigated an

exceptionally difficult period of
unprecedented global shocks. May the
RBI grow even taller as an institution of
trust and credibility.”Das took over as the
25th Governor of the RBI in December
2018, during a challenging time marked
by economic and financial sector
pressures. His leadership is widely
recognised for bringing stability and

steering India’s economy through
turbulent periods, including the COVID-
19 pandemic, geopolitical tensions, and
high inflation.Under Das, the RBI
adopted a more proactive approach,
particularly in managing exchange
rate volatility. During his tenure,
India's foreign exchange reserves
peaked at $700 billion, providing a
strong buffer against external
shocks.Das also led the central bank
through critical policy decisions. The
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC),
under his leadership, focused on
balancing inflation control with
growth promotion. Despite surging
inflation and global uncertainties, the
MPC has kept the repo rate
unchanged at 6.5% for the past 11
reviews.However, economic challenges
persisted towards the end of his tenure.
The RBI recently lowered its GDP growth
forecast for 2024-25 from 7.2% to 6.6%,
citing global uncertainties and slowing
domestic growth. Retail inflation reached
a 14-month high of 6.2% in October,
surpassing the RBI’s tolerance limit.

0% to a

gains. With the stock
touching Rs 404 today, it
has surged over 92% in less
than two months.

The ITI stock has seen
significant growth
recently. On a monthly
basis, it has surged by 38%
in December, building on a
27% rise in November.
This upward trend in
November ended a three-
month losing streak for the
stock.

Looking at its performance

By 10:30 am, ITI shares were trading
7.42% higher at Rs 395.40 per share on
the NSE.ITI shares have been on an
exceptional run, gaining 15% in
Monday’s session and over 13% the
day before. Over the last three days, the

stock has risen approximately 42%,
becoming a standout performer in the
market. This sharp rally follows months
of gradual recovery. ITI hit its 52-week
low of Rs 210 on 25 October this year
but has since experienced significant

over a longer period, ITI shares have
climbed 34% over the past six months.
Over the last three years, the stock has
delivered an impressive gain of 235%,
highlighting its strong long-term
performance.

Edelweiss' Radhika Gupta explains why fixed
income MFs belong in your portfolio

Fixed-income MFs, as Radhika Gupta
suggests, enhance equity portfolios with
stability, flexibility, and tax efficiency.

New Delhi. In the investment world,
equities often steal the spotlight with
their potential for spectacular
returns. However, amidst the soaring
highs of the stock market, fixed-
income mutual funds (MFs) offer a
steady, reliable foundation that
shouldn't be overlooked. Despite the
rapid rise of equity MFs, the
potential of fixed-income MFs
remains largely untapped, making
them an essential part of a well-
rounded portfolio.

RADHIKA GUPTA’S TAKE ON
FIXED INCOME MFs

Radhika Gupta, a leading industry expert,
and MD & CEO of Edelweiss Mutual
Fund emphasises that while equity
returns have been impressive, investors
must not ignore the stability fixed-
income MFs provide.In a post on X, she
wrote, “Equity returns have been
spectacular, but you still cannot ignore
fixed income. I write a few
thoughts.”According to her, these
funds act as a balance to equities,
offering lower volatility and more

predictable returns, making them
crucial for long-term financial
planning. Gupta advocates for a
diversified portfolio that includes both
equity and fixed-income assets to
reduce risks and ensure stable growth.

WHAT IS A FIXED-INCOME
MUTUAL FUND?A fixed-income
mutual fund is an investment avenue
which mainly invests in assets like
government securities, corporate
bonds, debentures, and other money
market instruments. These funds aim to
generate income for investors through
regular interest payments from the
underlying securities held in the
portfolio. They are commonly referred
to as debt funds.Gupta underscores the
unique advantages of fixed-income

MFs over traditional fixed deposits

(FDs), highlighting their role in

achieving financial goals despite some

risks. Some of them are enumerated
below:

WHY YOU SHOULD INVEST
IN FIXED-INCOME MUTUAL
FUNDS

Liquidity and flexibility: Unlike
fixed deposits (FDs), where
withdrawing early can lead to
penalties and lower returns,
fixed-income MFs allow for
partial withdrawals without
penalties. This flexibility makes
it easier to manage short-term
cash flow needs without
sacrificing long-term growth.

Tax efficiency: Fixed-income MFs
provide deferred taxation,

meaning taxes are levied only when
youredeem the investment. This allows
your returns to compound over time,
unlike FDs, where taxes are imposed
annually on the interest
earned.Predictable and customisable
cash flows: Fixed income MFs offer
systematic withdrawal plans (SWPs)
tailored to your specific needs. This can
provide a steady income stream, and the
tax-efficient nature of SWPs helps
reduce your overall tax burden.

Boeing layoffs: Hundreds
in Washington and
California face job losses

New Delhi. Boeing, one of the world’s largest
aerospace companies, has laid off hundreds of
workers in Washington state and California as
part of a larger plan to reduce its workforce,
reported news agency Associated Press. These
layoffs are part of Boeing’s efforts to manage
financial challenges and align with its
operational priorities.

The report mentioned that nearly 400 employees
in Washington state and more than 500 in
California were let go. This is part of a larger
reduction that aims to cut around 17,000 jobs
from Boeing’s global workforce.Boeing had
previously announced its intention to reduce its
workforce by 10% in the coming months. This
decision is part of the company’s recovery
strategy, which includes managing the financial
and operational setbacks it has faced in recent
years.The company is working to restore
production of its popular 737 MAX aircraft,
which was disrupted by a nearly two-month
strike involving over 33,000 West Coast
workers. While the strike impacted the
production of most of Boeing’s commercial
aircraft, CEO Kelly Ortberg said that the layoffs
were not caused by the strike. Instead, they were
attributed to overstaffing in various roles.

IMPACT ON EMPLOYEES

The recent round of layoffs affected a range of
positions, including engineers, recruiters, and
analysts. These cuts have affected Boeing’s
commercial, defence, and global services
divisions. Notices of the layoffs were filed with
state employment agencies, with the first round
reportedly impacting around 3,500 employees
nationwide.Boeing has assured that most laid-
off employees will remain on the payroll for
about two months. In addition, they will receive
severance pay, career transition assistance, and
subsidised health insurance benefits for up to
three months.“As announced in early October,
we are adjusting our workforce levels to align
with our financial reality and a more focused set
of priorities,” Boeing spokespeople said in a
statement.The layoffs come as Boeing
continues to face financial difficulties
stemming from multiple crises. The company’s
troubles began with two fatal crashes of its 737
MAX jetliner in 2018 and 2019, which claimed
346 lives and led to the aircraft being grounded
worldwide for over a year.Boeing’s reputation
was further damaged in January this year when
an Alaska Airlines plane suffered a fuselage
issue during flight. The incident raised
additional safety concerns about its aircraft.To
strengthen its finances, Boeing closed a Rs 24.3
billion equity offering in November. This move
was aimed at preserving its investment-grade
credit rating and ensuring sufficient funds to
support its operations and recovery plans.

Haldiram in demand! Three suitors eye minimum 15% at $9 billion
valuation in snack maker; Agarwal famlly eyes $10 billion tag

NEW DELHI.

Haldiram in demand!

considering whether a partial stake sale

Alpha Wave Global, formerly Falcon
Edge and a Tiger Global Management
spinoff, has submitted a binding proposal
to acquire a portion of Haldiram Snacks
Food, India's premier snack and
convenience foods manufacturer.
According to informed sources, this
transaction could rank amongst India's
largest private-equity deals.Last week,
two additional investor groups submitted
firm offers for a 15% to 20% stake in
Haldiram. The first consortium comprises
Blackstone, GIC of Singapore and ADIA,
whilst the second features Bain Capital
partnering with Temasek. The US-based
investment firm has joined these
competing groups.

Sources told ET that the bidders have

assessed the enterprise value between Rs
75,000-Rs 80,000 crore ($8.8 billion —
$9.4 billion).

The Blackstone and Bain-led groups have

separately engaged in periodic
discussions with the Agarwal family, the
founding promoters, for approximately a
year.The Haldiram founding family has
been considering various strategic
alternatives. Initially, they contemplated
selling a controlling stake in their 87-
year-old enterprise. They are also
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exploring the possibility of divesting a
minority shareholding in the combined
packaged foods operations of their Delhi
and Nagpur divisions.

Several investor groups are seeking a larger
stake of approximately 25% or
management rights that would ensure
equal or shared control of operations and
board representation. Based on the final
stake size, the deal value could range from
Rs 11,250 crore ($1.3 billion) to Rs

18,750 crore ($2.2 billion), potentially
becoming one of India's largest private-
equity investments.

In the fiscal year 2024, the combined

operations of Haldiram Nagpur and Delhi
achieved revenues of Rs 12,800 crore,
with an EBITDA of Rs 2580 crore. Their
profit after tax ranged between Rs 1350-
1400 crore.The seven branches
comprising the promoter group from both
Nagpur and Delhi divisions have been

and subsequent listing would achieve
their target valuation exceeding Rs
93,500 crore ($11 billion), rather than
surrendering complete control. The
family continues to seek a minimum
valuation of $10 billion from private
equity organisations.The private-equity
investors currently view a public listing
within 12-24 months as their preferred
route for investment returns."Nobody
would want to write such a large cheque
and be just a passive investor," said an
official involved on condition of
anonymity as the deliberations are in
private domain. "The road to value
creation, liquidity and even rights need to
be clearly spelt out and agreed upon. The
family has been indecisive for years."

Since 2016-17, numerous private equity

organisations, including General
Atlantic, Bain Capital, Capital
International, TA Associates, Warburg
Pincus, and Everstone, have engaged in
discussions with the Agarwal family
regarding stake acquisition.
Subsequently, both Kellog's and Pepsico
conducted extensive negotiations to
acquire 51% or greater ownership, but
withdrew due to the Agarwal family's
fluctuating positions and valuation
expectations.
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Priyanka Gandhi on BJP's alleged George
oros-Sonia Gandhi link: Ridiculous

~Parliament Session:
The comments were in
response to BJP chief
JP Nadda, who alleged
that Sonia Gandhi and
the Congress have
links with George
Soros, claiming an
association with an
organisation funded by
the Soros Foundation,
which allegedly backed
the idea of separating
Kashmir from India.

Gandhi

Soros.

Create more jobs instead of
only providing free ration:
Supreme Court to Centre

New Delhi. The Supreme Court on Monday (December
9), while hearing the matter pertaining to providing food
under the Food Security Act, called on the Centre to
focus on employment generation instead of only
providing free ration to poor people.

The top court said that if the ongoing practice of providing
ration at such a large level continues, the state
governments may keep on issuing ration cards to
appease the people, since they know that the liability to
provide the grains rests with the Centre. "If the states
were asked to provide free ration, many of them would
say they cannot, citing financial crunch, and hence the
focus should be on generating more employment,” the
court observed.

The court also questioned whether the states should be
made to pay for the ration if they keep on issuing ration
cards. The Centre's counsel, Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, apprised the court that the government provides
free ration in the form of wheat and rice among other
essential commodities to 80 crore poor people under the
National Food Security Act 2013. However, petitioner
Advocate Prashant Bhushan contended that, despite
that, around 2 to 3 crore people have still been left from
the scheme. The court was considering a plea
highlighting the problems and the plight of migrant
workers, where it had earlier directed that those eligible
and entitled for ration cards/food grains under the NFSA
and have been identified as such by the respective
states/Union Territories, must be issued ration cards
before November 19, 2024.

There was a heated exchange between SG Mehta and
petitioner Bhushan during the court proceedings on
Monday.While pointing out that the case was initiated
by the Supreme Court back in 2020 due to the Covid
pandemic, the Solicitor General remarked that Bhushan
was trying to run the government and frame policies
himself.

Mahayuti cabinet expansion
likely on December 14, big
names may be dropped

New Delhi.After Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis's
government secured the trust vote in the Maharashtra
Assembly on December 9, all eyes are now on the
much-anticipated cabinet expansion of the Mahayuti
alliance. The expansion is expected to be announced on
December 14, ahead of the winter assembly session
beginning December 16. Sources indicate that the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) central
leadership is firm on maintaining a clean image for the
new cabinet. There is a strong speculation that many
heavyweight names in the last cabinet are likely to be
nixed due to their bad performance and reputation,
according to sources.

MINISTERS LIKELY TO BE DROPPED

The upcoming Mahayuti alliance cabinet expansion in
Maharashtra is expected to exclude several current
ministers due to their alleged poor performance or
tarnished reputations. From the Shiv Sena (Eknath
Shinde faction), three key ministers are likely to be
dropped. Sanjay Rathod, who currently handles the
FDA and Water Resources department, Abdul Sattar
from the Minority and Marketing department, and
Tanaji Sawant from the Health department are
expected to lose their positions, according to
sources.In the NCP (Ajit Pawar faction), Dilip Walse
Patil (Co-operation department) and Hasan Mushrif
(Medical Education department) are likely to be
sidelined.

The BJP may also see changes, with Suresh Khade
(Labour department) and Vijaykumar Gavit (Adivasi
Welfare department) expected to be dropped.

PROBABLE NEW MINISTERS

The reshuffle is set to bring in several new faces across
the three alliance partners, reflecting a focus on clean
governance and fresh leadership. From the Shiv Sena,
probable names include Uday Samant, Shamburaj
Desai, Dada Bhuse, Gulabrao Patil, Sanjay Shirsat,
Bharat Gogawale, Pratap Sarnaik, Ashish Jaiswal,
Rajesh Khirsagar, and Arjun Khotkar. The NCP is
likely to see prominent figures like Chhagan Bhujbal,
Dhananjay Munde, Dharmarao Baba Atram, Aditi
Tatkare, Sanjay Bansod, Narhari Zirwal, Datta Bharne,
Anil Bhaidas Patil, and Makrand Aba Patil taking up
ministerial roles.

New Delhi. Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra on Tuesday (December 10) strongly
dismissed the BJP’s allegations that
former Congress president Sonia

has direct links with

billionaire philanthropist George

“This is the most ridiculous thing they
can come up with. They are talking
about 1994, and nobody has any
record of it. I don’t know what they
are referring to. They are doing this
because they don’t want to run the
House,” Priyanka Gandhi said.

She further accused the government of
avoiding a discussion on the Adani
issue, saying, “We want the House to
function, but the government doesn’t
want a debate on Adani. That’s why
they keep bringing up distractions like this.
The Soros matter is from 1994, and they are
deliberately raising it now to evade discussions
on Adani.”The comments were in response to
BJP chief JP Nadda, who alleged that Sonia

Boy, 5, trapped in 150-foot-deep horewell
in Rajasthan's Dausa, rescue ops on

A five-year-old boy fell into an open borewell in Rajasthan's Dausa district on Monday
afternoon. The child is believed to be trapped at a depth of approximately 150 feet.

MP Pramod

Gandhi and the Congress have links with
George Soros, claiming an association with an

organisation funded by the Soros Foundation,
which allegedly backed the idea of separating
Kashmir from India. Congress Rajya Sabha

allegations, calling them "baseless, cheap, and

Tiwari also dismissed the

completely wrong."The accusations led to
chaos in the Rajya Sabha, with Opposition

Pacific (FDL-AP) Foundation, was linked to
an organisation financed by the George Soros
Foundation.The Congress, however, has
categorically denied these claims, accusing the
BJPofengaging in baseless propaganda.

When SM Krishna abandoned
Congress after 46 years, said
party had no future

I

Veteran politician SM Krishna, who passed away
on Tuesday, resigned from the Indian National
Congress in 2017 after 46 years of association.

Krishna, who is known as the 'Architect of Brand

Bengalury', said the Congress had no future and

mentioned how he took the hard decision to
protect his self-respect and dignity.

|

New Delhi. At 84, veteran Congressman SM
Krishna faced a day unlike any other. It was the
winter of 2017 and after 46 years with the
Congress, he announced that he was severing ties
with the party he had devoted his life to. It must
have been a very tough decision to make, but
Krishna was a man of self-respect and dignity who
once served as Karnataka's Chief Minister and
India's Foreign Minister. Known as the 'Architect
of Brand Bengaluru', the visionary behind India's
IT capital, left the Congress quietly, consulting no
one but his wife. Seven years later, the leader who
reshaped Karnataka and helped grow India's
global footprint passed away in the early hours of
Tuesday. He was 92.

"I have taken the decision, however painful, I am
going out of the house with which I have been so
familiar, including its doors and windows,"
lamented Krishna in March 2017. SM Krishna's
move was driven by a combination of factors,
including the future of the party drifting and him
being "sidelined" due to his age. The veteran
politician was ready with his diagnosis for the
party, but there was no one to hear him out.

Mindful of his "self-respect and dignity", SM
Krishna did what he had to do -- he moved on.

"I have resigned from Congress to protect my self-
respect and dignity after serving it for 46 years, as

MPs staging an uproar and
raising slogans against the
ruling party. Congress leaders
argued that the allegations are an
attempt to divert attention from
pressing issues, including the
Adani controversy.

The BIP, in a series of posts on X,
alleged that the Congress’s
association with foreign entities
like the George Soros
Foundation indicates external
influence in India's internal
affairs.The BJP claimed that
Sonia Gandhi, as the co-
president of the Forum of the
Democratic Leaders in Asia

the high command has sidelined me because of my

New Delhi. A large-scale |
rescue operation is ongoing
in Rajasthan’s Dausa district
after a five-year-old boy fell
into an open borewell. The
incident occurred on |
Monday afternoon in
Kalikhad village when the
child, Aryan Meena, was
accompanying his mother to
anearby field.

Aryan is believed to be trapped
approximately 150 feet
below the surface, officials ©
said. Oxygen is being
supplied to him through a
pipe, and a camera has been
inserted into the borewell to
monitor his condition.

The State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) is leading the rescue
operation, and the National Disaster

Local authorities, including Dausa

Response Force (NDRF) has also been
called in to assist.

District Collector Devendra Kumar

Collector Devendra Kumar said.

Villagers were seen gathered at the site,
anxiously awaiting updates on the
boy's condition.

age," an emotional 84-year-old Krishna told
reporters."] did not consult anyone about leaving
the party. And except my wife, I did not tell anyone
that I was resigning from the party, though it is a
painful moment in my life," he added in the 2017
press conference he had called with a heavy heart.

WHY SM KRISHNA LEFT CONGRESS, SAID
PARTY HADNO FUTURE

Aday after SM Krishna resigned from the Congress,
he lashed out at the party saying it didn't need mass
leaders, but wanted only managers."The Congress
doesn't need mass leaders these days, they only
want managers who can handle a situation," he
said. "I am not retiring from politics though I have
quit Congress, as its future is not bright.
Disillusionment with the party started from 2012
onwards. There is a way of getting rid of political
leaders. The party should learn the art of being
graceful. They (party leaders) could have told me I
was not required. It would have been a graceful
exit," added Krishna. "I toured the state during the
last elections and nobody thought T was old.
Suddenly, they have discovered that I am old and
need rest. I felt the Congress did not need me".

and MLA Deendayal
Berwa, are also at the scene
along with police to oversee
the rescue efforts. Teams are
working simultaneously on
two approaches: digging a
parallel pit to safely reach
the child and attempting a
direct rescue from the
borewell itself, officials
said.

"Rescue operation has been
carried out for the whole
night. NDRF-SDRF teams
are working here. Our
priority is to rescue the child
safely as quickly as
possible,” Dausa District

Asaduddin Owaisi's party fields 2020
Delhi riots accused for Assembly polls

W S\ Delhi. Asaduddin Owaisi's All India

Majlis-e-Ittehad-ul-Muslimeen (AIMIM)
announced the candidature of expelled AAP
councillor Tahir Hussain from the
Mustafabad constituency in the upcoming
Delhi
accusations related to the 2020 Delhi riots.
Owaisi confirmed the move, saying, "MCD
Councillor Tahir Hussain joined AIMIM
and will be our candidate from Mustafabad
Assembly Constituency in the upcoming
Delhi Vidhan Sabha elections. His family
members and supporters met with me today
and joined the party.”
move drew Shﬂl‘D criticism The announcement was met with criticism
from Kapil Mishra, a BJP leader, who said,
"Owaisi has aligned himself with the man
responsible for the murder of Ankit Sharma,
the one whose house was found with bombs

~AIMIM announced that
expelled AAP councillor
Tahir Hussain will contest
the upcoming Delhi
elections from
Mustafabad, despite his

controversial past linked
to the 2020 riots. The

from BJP's Kapil Mishra.
B —

elections. Hussain had faced

and stones, and who attempted to kill
hundreds of Hindus in Delhi. Owaisi should
remember that if another riot happens in
Delhi under Tahir Hussain's name, the
consequences will be remembered by his
seven generations.”

Hussain recently received relief from the
Delhi High Court, which quashed an FIR
against him in connection with the Delhi
riots. The FIR, filed on February 27, 2020,

accused him of rioting and vandalism on the
first floor of a building. The court noted that
Hussain was already facing charges in
another case related to the same incident.

The court observed that a prior FIR had been
registered for the same incident on February
24, 2020. It stated that the chargesheet filed
by the Delhi police in the present FIR would
be treated as supplementary to the original
case. Hussain had been elected as a
councillor from the Nehru Nagar ward onan
AAP ticket. During a November hearing,
the court noted that evidence from both
FIRs showed that rioters had first broken
into a parking area, set vehicles on fire, and
then moved to the first floor of the building,
where food was being prepared for a
wedding. The rioters caused significant
damage to property.

Farming yields Rs 4,500 a month, less than
what you'd splurge on a dinner date

Farmers in India aren't a pampered lot as they are perceived to be. A farming family ends up earning just Rs 4,500 a month from agriculture, according to a

Nabard study. Even after resorting to all other avenues, including non-farm jobs, a farming household manages just Rs 13,600 a month.

New Delhi.While critics target tax-free
income and 'flashy-big-vehicles' of
farmers, suggesting they are affluent and
apampered lot, the reality for the majority
of farmers in India is starkly different. A
recent report by the National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural Development
(Nabard) has revealed that farmers in
India are earning just Rs 4,476 a month
from agriculture. The amount that farmers
earn from farming would be less than
what families spend on an evening out or
thousands spend on a dinner date.

It needs to be understood that the farmers
shown driving luxury vehicles in Punjabi
songs are a fraction of the farming
community. Millions of farmers in India
are share-croppers with very little or no
landholding. By just farming, they
wouldn't be able to even manage their
household.

While the average monthly income of a
farming household, the Nabard survey
revealed, is just Rs 13,661, it is left with a

meagre Rs 1,951 in savings,
equivalent to Rs 65 per day. As

shocking as it may sound, income ,:l

from agriculture made up just Rs =%
4,476, or 33% of the total monthly
income,

per day just from cultivation of L.
crops.

The total earning of a farming
household when all sources of
income are considered work out to
Rs 13,661 amonth, whichisRs445a
day. This is way lower than the
government-mandated minimum wage
forunskilled workers in India, which is Rs
783 per day.

Come to think of it, Rs 4,476 that a farming
household makes wouldn't even suffice to
pay for the education in most private
schools in tier-I cities.In light of the
Nabard report, let's have a look at what it
reveals about the farmers' income and
their wellbeing in India. Also, we would
try to probe if all the farmers are this poor.

meaning farming ‘.'M"'..'.'
houscholds make less than Rs 150 s =

g

b 4 income, meaning farming
households earn less than Rs 150 per
day from cultivation.The grim
financial realities of farmers in
India, as highlighted in the Nabard
report, also underscore their reliance
~onalternative sources of income.

In the case of inadequate farming
yields, the survey revealed that
farmers depended on other sources
such as animal husbandry (12%),
wage labour (16%), government and
private jobs (23%), and other
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HOW MUCH DO FARMING

HOUSEHOLDS EARN? HOW MUCH
IS FARMING CONTRIBUTING TO
THAT?

According to the Nabard report, the average
monthly income of a farming household
from all sources in 2021-22 was only Rs
13,661, out of which Rs 11,710 was said
to have been spent, leaving just Rs 1,951
as savings.What is most shocking is that
earning from agriculture constituted just
Rs 4,476 or 33% of the total monthly

enterprises (15%) to sustain their
livelihoods.

Basically, to compliment the income from
farming, an average farming household
relied on these avenues. It is no secret that
most farmers with small landholdings
work as labourers. The report also noted
that the average monthly income of
households of farmers increased during
the five-year period from Rs 8,059 in
2016-17 to Rs 12,698 in 2021-22, an
increase of nearly 57%.
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In A First, Israel’s PM Set To
Testify In Bribery, Corruption
Trial

World Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is
set to testify on Tuesday in his bribery, fraud, and
breach of trust trial. The hearing will begin in an
underground room at the Tel Aviv District Court,
moved from Jerusalem due to security concerns.
Netanyahu is expected to testify three times a week
for at least two weeks, according to local reports. This
is the first time a sitting Israeli PM has been charged
with a crime, IANS reported citing Xinhua news
agency.

The trial began in early 2020 and involves three cases
against Netanyahu. He is accused of bribery, fraud,
and breach of trust. Netanyahu, Israel's longest-
serving prime minister, denies the charges. He claims
the trial is a politically driven ‘witch hunt.” On
November 24, the court partially granted Netanyahu's
legal team a 15-day postponement for his testimony.
However, it dismissed a recent plea for a delay from
12 ministers in Netanyahu's cabinet. The trial was
earlier paused for over two-months due to Israel-
Hamas conflict. If convicted, Netanyahu could face
severe penalties, including jail time. This would make
him the first sitting Israeli prime minister to be
sentenced for criminal charges.

Netanyahu’s trial is further complicated by ICC arrest
warrants issued in November. The warrants, targeting
him and former Defence Minister Yoav Gallant,
accuse them of "crimes against humanity and war
crimes" committed between October 8, 2023, and
May 20,2024.

Donald Trump's Pick Kash
Patel Meets Senators As His
Nomination Gains
Momentum

Washington. The Nomination of Indian-American
Kash Patel as FBI Director gains momentum as he
meets several influential Senators at Capitol Hill,
many of whom openly came out in his support.

If confirmed by the US Senate, Patel would be the first-
ever Indian-American to head the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), the powerful investigating
agency of the United States.Today I reminded Kash
that transparency brings accountability, and it’s badly
needed at the FBI. As a former congressional
investigator, Kash understands that cooperation with
Congress is not optional and whistle-blower
protection is essential,” a statement from Senator
Chuck Grassley, the incoming Chairman of the
Senate Judiciary Committee, said after meeting
Patel.Once formally nominated, I’d look forward to
holding a hearing on Kash’s nomination in the Senate
Judiciary Committee,” he said following the meeting.

“I just wrapped a wonderful meeting with Chairman
Chuck Grassley. I share his love for government
transparency and whistle-blower protection,” Patel
wrote in a social media post.Earlier in the day, the
Iowa Senator in a letter demanded the current FBI
Director Christopher Wray step aside from the post he
has held for the last seven years. An FBI Director’s
position is for ten years.

For the good of the country, it’s time for you and your
deputy to move on to the next chapter in your lives...
(I) must express my vote of no confidence in your
continued leadership of the FBI,” Grassley wrote in
his letter to Wray.A day earlier, incoming Prsident
Donald Trump expressed his full confidence in Kash
Patel. “He’s going to do what he thinks is right,"
Trump told NBC News in an interview. "If they think
somebody was dishonest or a corrupt politician, he
probably must do it. But I’'m not going to direct him,"
he said.Senator Joni Ernest from Iowa also endorsed
Patel. “Kash Patel will create much-needed
transparency at the FBI. He shares my passion for
shaking up federal agencies, downsizing the D.C.
bureaucracy, and having public servants work on
behalf of the American people!” he wrote on Twitter.

“I just finished a great meeting with Sen. Joni Ernst. We
discussed the importance of transparency at the FBI
and deploying agents in the field to fight fentanyl and
crime in Jowa. The FBI needs courageous leadership
to implement reform, Sen. Ernst is that partner,” Patel
said after the meeting.

4-day workweek in Tokyo
from next year: |s
population decline reshaping
Japan’s workforce

World The Tokyo administration found a new way to
address the country's low birth rates and that is to
implement a four-day workweek scheme for its staff.

Tokyo's Governor Yuriko Koike has declared that from
April onwards, metropolitan government staff will
have the choice of a three-day off each week.

"We will review work styles ... with flexibility,
ensuring no one has to give up their career due to life
events such as childbirth or child care," she stated
during her policy address at the Tokyo Metropolitan
Assembly's fourth regular session, NBC news
reported.This initiative aims to encourage
procreation amongst Japanese couples, as the
country's fertility rate has reached an unprecedented
low. According to the Ministry of Health, Labor and
Welfare, last year's rate fell to 1.2 children per
woman during her reproductive years, despite
increased governmental efforts to promote family
formation. Population stability requires a minimum
rate of 2.1.Koike introduced an additional measure
allowing parents of elementary school pupils to
reduce their working hours in exchange for a
proportional salary adjustment.

"Now is the time for Tokyo to take the initiative to
protect and enhance the lives, livelihoods and
economy of our people during these challenging
times for the nation," she declared.

Japan registered only 727,277 births last year, as
reported by the Health, Labor and Welfare Ministry.
This low figure may be attributed to the country's
overtime work culture, which often forces women
to choose between professional advancement and
motherhood.
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Suspect in UnitedHealthcare CEQ killing charged
with murder in New York, court records show

ALTOONA. After UnitedHealthcare’s CEO
was gunned down on a New York sidewalk,
police searched for the masked gunman
with dogs, drones and scuba divers.
Officers used the city's muscular
surveillance system. Investigators
analyzed DNA samples, fingerprints and
internet addresses. Police went door-to-
door looking for witnesses. When an arrest
came five days later, those sprawling
investigative efforts shared credit with an
alert civilian's instincts. A Pennsylvania
McDonald's customer noticed another
patron who resembled the man in the
oblique security-camera photos that New
York police had publicized.Luigi Nicholas
Mangione, a 26-year-old Ivy League
graduate from a prominent Maryland real
estate family, was arrested Monday in the
killing of Brian Thompson, who headed
one of the United States’ largest medical
insurance companies.He remained jailed in
Pennsylvania, where he was initially
charged with possession of an unlicensed
firearm, forgery and providing false
identification to police. By late evening,
prosecutors in Manhattan had added a

charge of murder, according to an online
court docket. He's expected to be extradited
to New York eventually.It’s unclear
whether Mangione has an attorney who can
comment on the allegations. Asked at
Monday's arraignment whether he needed a
public defender, Mangione asked whether
he could “answer that at a future
date.”Mangione was arrested in Altoona,
Pennsylvania, after the McDonald's
customer recognized him and notified an
employee, authorities said. Police in
Altoona, about 233 miles (375 kilometers)
west of New York City, were soon
summoned.They arrived to find Mangione
sitting at a table in the back of the
restaurant, wearing a blue medical mask
and looking at a laptop, according to a
Pennsylvania police criminal complaint.

He initially gave them a fake ID, but when an
officer asked Mangione whether he’d been
to New York recently, he “became quiet and
started to shake,” the complaint says.

When he pulled his mask down at officers'
request, “we knew that was our guy,”
rookie Officer Tyler Frye said at a news
conference in Hollidaysburg.New York

Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch said at
a Manhattan news conference that
Mangione was carrying a gun like the one
used to kill Thompson and the same fake ID
the shooter had used to check into a New
York hostel, along with a passport and other
fraudulent IDs.NYPD Chief of Detectives
Joseph Kenny said Mangione also had a
three-page, handwritten document that
shows “some ill will toward corporate
America."A law enforcement official who
wasn’t authorized to discuss the
investigation publicly and spoke with The
Associated Press on condition of
anonymity said the document included a

line in which Mangione claimed to have
acted alone.“To the Feds, I'll keep this
short, because I do respect what you do for
our country. To save you a lengthy
investigation, I state plainly that I wasn’t
working with anyone,” the document said,
according to the official.It also had a line
that said, “I do apologize for any strife or
traumas but it had to be done. Frankly,
these parasites simply had it
coming.”Pennsylvania prosecutor Peter
Weeks said in court that Mangione was
found with a passport and $10,000 in cash
$2,000 of it in foreign currency. Mangione
disputed the amount. Thompson, 50, was
killed last Wednesday as he walked alone
to a midtown Manhattan hotel for an
investor conference. Police quickly came
to see the shooting as a targeted attack by a
gunman who appeared to wait for
Thompson, came up behind him and fired
a 9 mm pistol.Investigators have said
“delay,” “deny” and “depose” were
written on ammunition found near
Thompson’s body. The words mimic a
phrase used to criticize the insurance
industry.

Netanyahu claims Israel-occupied Golan Heights  French President Macron

in Syria will remain Israeli 'for eternity’

eyes broad alliance to
form new government

JERUSALEM. Isracli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said Monday that
the Golan Heights, occupied by Israel
for almost 60 years, would remain
Israeli "for eternity".Speaking at a
press conference in Jerusalem,
Netanyahu thanked US President-
elect Donald Trump for recognising
Israel's 1981 annexation of the
territory during his first term and
said "the Golan will be part of the
State of Israel for eternity."Israel's
Foreign Minister Gideon Saar said
Monday that his country's military
takeover of the buffer zone along its
border with Syria was a temporary
move, after Islamist-led rebels took
control in Syria.

"This is a limited and temporary step
we took for security reasons," Saar said
in a press conference at the foreign
ministry in Jerusalem.Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
announced on Sunday that he had
ordered the army to "take control”" of
the zone -- on the east of the Israeli-
annexed Golan -- after the fall of Syrian
president Bashar Al-Assad the same
day.Saar and an Israeli government
spokesman both confirmed that Israeli
troops had moved beyond the
demarcated buffer zone onto the slopes
of Mount Hermon.

Israeli troops that have moved into the
buffer zone on the edge of the Israeli-
annexed Golan Heights "constitute a
violation" of the 1974 disengagement
agreement between Israel and Syria, a
UN spokesman said Monday.

The UN peacekeeping force deployed in
the Golan Heights, known as UNDOF,
"informed the Israeli counterparts that
these actions would constitute a
violation of the 1974 disengagement
agreement," said Stephane Dujarric,
spokesman for Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres.He said that the
Israeli forces that entered the zone were
still present in at least three locations.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu announced on Sunday he
had ordered the army to "seize" the
demilitarized zone in the Syrian-

controlled part of the Golan Heights
after rebels swept Syrian president
Bashar al-Assad from power.
Most of the Golan Heights plateau has
been occupied since 1967 by Israel,
which later annexed it in a
move not recognized by most
of the international
community.In 1974 a buffer
zone was established to
separate the Israeli-held and
Syrian territories, with UN
i  peacekeepers stationed there.
(% Amid the downfall of Assad,
¢ Israel announced a troop
deployment to the Golan
Heights citing "the possible
entry of armed individuals
into the buffer zone."Israeli
forces "will continue to operate as long
as necessary in order to preserve the
buffer zone and defend Israel," it
added.Israeli troops "have entered the
area of separation and have been
moving within that area where they
remain in at least three locations
throughout the area of separation,”
Dujarric said."There should be no
military forces or activities in the area
of separation. And Israel and Syria
must continue to uphold the terms of
that 1974 agreement, and preserve
stability in the Golan," he said.

Ex-Assad Regime Syrian Officials Indicted
In US For War Crimes Against Americans

World A US federal indictment has
charged two former senior Syrian
intelligence officials from the regime
of former President Bashar al-Assad
with "war crimes against Americans
and other civilians," the Department of
Justice announced. The indictment
accuses Jamil Hassan, 72, and Abdul
Salam Mahmoud, 65, of conspiring to
commit war crimes by subjecting
detainees, including US citizens, to
cruel and inhuman treatment at
detention facilities such as the Mezzeh
Military Airport prison near
Damascus, according to the justice
department. Warrants for their arrest
have been issued, though both remain
atlarge, the statement read on Monday.

"The perpetrators of the Assad regime's
atrocities against American citizens
and other civilians during the Syrian
civil war must answer for their heinous
crimes," Attorney General Merrick
Garland said in a statement.As alleged,

these Assad regime intelligence
officials whipped, kicked,
electrocuted, and burned their victims;
hung them by their wrists for prolonged
periods of time; threatened them with
rape and death; and falsely told them
that their family members had been
killed. The Justice Department has a
long memory, and we will never stop
working to find and bring to justice
those who tortured Americans," he
added.Deputy Attorney General Lisa
Monaco reaffirmed the US's
commitment to accountability, stating,
"The Assad regime may have fallen,
but our commitment to accountability
continues unabated. For the second

armed conflict."

FBI Director Christopher Wray said the
bureau remains dedicated to
collaborating with international law
enforcement to ensure justice is served.
"Hassan and Mahmoud allegedly
oversaw the systematic use of cruel and
inhumane treatment on perceived
enemies of the Syrian regime,
including American citizens," he
said.According to the Justice
Department, Hassan, as the Director of
Syrian Air Force Intelligence, managed
a network of detention centres,
including Mezzeh Prison. Mahmoud, a
Brigadier General, directed operations
at the prison.

time in a year, the Department of From January 2012 to July 2019, the two

Justice has brought charges against
those who committed war crimes
against US citizens, deploying a
previously unused federal law to hold
accountable individuals who engaged
in cruel and inhuman atrocities during

allegedly conspired to identify,
intimidate, and punish individuals
detained at Mezzeh, including
protesters, medical aid providers to
regime opponents, and those who
publicly criticised the Assad regime.

PARIS. French President Emmanuel Macron on

Monday called cross-party talks aimed at "forming or
making possible a government of national interest"
after the ouster of Prime Minister Michel Barnier
triggered a political crisis.Party leaders were invited to
Macron's Elysee Palace office on Tuesday, the
presidency said, in a departure from Macron's
previous method of meeting leaders individually.

France's parliament has been divided almost evenly

between a left alliance, Macron's centrists and the far
right since snap elections in July, producing deadlock.

The president took almost two months to name

conservative Barnier as premier in September. But the
PM was toppled last week in a no-confidence vote
over a cost-cutting draft budget for 2025 meant to
tackle France's yawning deficit.Macron's office said
that only those who had "shown they placed
themselves in a framework of compromise" had been
called upon for Tuesday's talks -- appearing to exclude
the far-right National Rally (RN) and hard-left France
Unbowed (LFI).Cobbling together any compromise
between centre-left, centrists and conservatives will
be tricky as all have been clashing fiercely since
Macron's first presidential winin 2017.

Initial talks would aim "to make progress on an

agreement about the method" to find consensus, the
Elysee said.Macron's call for a broad-based meeting
suggests a new executive will not be put together
quickly, disappointing calls to move fast from allies
including parliament speaker Yael Braun-Pivet.

"Each of us will have to take a step towards the other,"

Green Party chief Marine Tondelier had said earlier
Monday as she arrived for talks with Macron -- adding
that it was up to the president "to offer something that
isn'tjusta continuation ofhis policies".

Some have called for Macron, 46, to himself resign and

trigger a new presidential poll.

But a defiant Macron last week said that he planned to

serve out the remainder of his term, vowing to
produce "30 months of useful action" and promising
to name a new prime minister in the "coming
days."The weekend reopening of Paris's Notre Dame
cathedral, refurbished after a devastating 2019 fire,
offered a brief respite from the political crisis as he
hosted world leaders including US president-elect
Donald Trump and Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky.Macron is now under huge pressure to form
a government that can survive a no-confidence vote
and pass a budget for next year in a bid to limit
political and economic turmoil.

'Can't go on like this'
"We can't go on like this," Macron's centrist ally

Francois Bayrou said on Sunday, warning that the
French did not want uncertainty to continue.

Bayrou heads the MoDem party, which is allied to, but

not part of, Macron's centrist force. He has been
tipped as a possible contender for prime minister. "If
I can help us get through this, [ will," he said.

However many do not support his candidacy.

Elon Musk warns Republicans against

standing in Trump's way,

or his

DES MOINES.A week after President-elect
Donald Trump’s victory, Elon Musk said
his political action committee would “play
asignificantrole in primaries.”

The following week, the billionaire
responded to a report that he might fund
challengers to GOP House members who
don’t support Trump’s nominees. “How
else? There is no other way,” Musk wrote
on X, which he rebranded after purchasing
Twitter and moving to boost conservative
voices, including his own.And during his
recent visit to Capitol Hill, Musk and
entrepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy delivered
a warning to Republicans who don't go
along with their plans to slash spending as
part of Trump's proposed Department of
Government Efficiency.“Elon and Vivek
talked about having a naughty list and a
nice list for members of Congress and
senators and how we vote and how we’re
spending the American people's money,"
said Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga.

Trump's second term comes with the specter
of the world's richest man serving as his

political enforcer. Within Trump’s team,
there is a feeling that Musk not only
supports Trump’s agenda and Cabinet
appointments, but is intent on seeing them
through to the point of pressuring
Republicans who may be less devout.

One Trump adviser, speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss internal political
dynamics, noted Musk had come to enjoy
his role on the campaign and that he clearly
had the resources to stay involved.

The adviser and others noted that Musk's role
is still taking shape. And Musk, once a
supporter of President Barack Obama
before moving to the right in recent years, is
famously mercurial.“I think he was really
important for this election. Purchasing
Twitter, truly making it a free speech
platform, I think, was integral to this
election, to the win that Donald Trump
had,” said departing Republican National
Committee co-chair Lara Trump, the
president-elect's daughter-in-law. “But I
don’t know that ultimately he wants to be in
politics. I think he considers himself to be

someone on the outside.”During the
presidential campaign, Musk contributed
roughly $200 million to America PAC, a
super PAC aimed at reaching Trump voters
online and in person in the seven most
competitive states, which Trump swept. He
also invested $20 million in a group called
RBG PAC, which ran ads arguing Trump
would not sign a national abortion ban even
as the former president nominated three of
the justices who overturned a federally
guaranteed right to the procedure.Musk's
donation to RBG PAC — a name that
invokes the initials of former Supreme
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, a
champion of abortion rights — wasn't
revealed until post-election campaign
filings were made public Thursday.Musk
has said he hopes to keep America PAC
funded and operating. Beyond that, he has
used his X megaphone to suggest he is at
least open to challenging less exuberant
Trump supporters in Congress.Another key
Trump campaign ally has been more
aggressive online. Conservative activist

Charlie Kirk, whose group Turning Point
Action also worked to turn out voters for
Trump, named Republican senators he
wants to target.“This is not a joke,
everybody. The funding is already being
put together. Donors are calling like crazy.
Primaries are going to be launched," Kirk
said on his podcast, singling out Sens. Joni
Ernst of Iowa, Jim Risch of Idaho, Mike
Rounds of South Dakota and Thom Tillis
of North Carolina as potential targets. All
four Republican senators' seats are up in
2026.For now, Musk has been enjoying
the glow of his latest conquest, joining
Trump for high-level meetings and galas
at the soon-to-be president's Mar-a-Lago
resort home in Palm Beach, Florida. The
incoming administration is seeded with
Musk allies, including venture capitalist
and former PayPal executive David Sacks
serving as the “White House A.I. & Crypto
Czar” and Jared Isaacman, a tech
billionaire who bought a series of
spaceflights from Musk’s SpaceX, named
tolead NASA.
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Real Madrid will have to play

UEFA Champions League
playoffs: Carlo Ancelotti

New Delhi. Real Madrid manager Carlo
Ancelotti has expressed doubts about his
team's ability to secure a top-eight finish in
the expanded 36-team Champions League
group stage. This would mean the Spanish
giants might need to navigate a two-legged
playoff to keep their hopes of reaching the
last 16 alive.

Despite a remarkable previous season where
they claimed both La Liga and Champions
League titles, Real Madrid have struggled to
replicate their form in Europe. They have
suffered three defeats in their last four group
matches, putting their campaign under
significant strain.Currently sitting on six
points after five matches, Los Blancos find
themselves in 24th place—just inside the
playoff zone but a distant four points behind
the top eight. Their next challenge is a
daunting trip to face an in-form Atalanta
side, who are thriving at fifth place in the
standings with 11 points. The Serie A leaders
have been defensively resolute, conceding
only one goal in the competition so far. With
three group-stage games remaining,

Ancelotti labelled Tuesday’s clash in
Bergamo as a must-win encounter but
maintained confidence in his squad's ability
to rise to the occasion and prove their critics
wrong."(That is nothing more at stake) than
three important points that will help us to
qualify," the Italian told a press conference

on Monday, as quoted by
Reuters."Unfortunately we will have to play
an extra round, but that's it, I have a lot of
confidence in my team.With three group-
stage games remaining, Ancelotti labelled
Tuesday’s clash in Bergamo as a must-win
encounter but maintained confidence in his
squad's ability to rise to the occasion and
prove their critics wrong."(That is nothing
more at stake) than three important points
that will help us to qualify," the Italian told a
press conference on Monday, as quoted by
Reuters."Unfortunately we will have to play
an extra round, but that's it, I have a lot of
confidence in my team."Atalanta are doing
very well, they have improved a Ilot
compared to the Super Cup. They're on aroll
and they're full of enthusiasm but that give
us a chance to go out there and prove a point
while earning three important points,"
Ancelotti said.

No change to India's
batting order in intense
training session in
Adelaide

New Delhi. While the Australian team took an
off day after their resounding victory in the
pink ball Test, India team went straight into
practice on Tuesday, December 10. The
entire squad led by Rohit Sharma were
present at the Adelaide Oval and went
through an intense session. There were
several takeaways from the Indian practice,
the chief among them being - KL Rahul and
Yashasvi Jaiswal might continue to open for
the remainder of the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy.The broadcaster revealed that there
were no changes in the batting order for the
Indian team, with KL Rahul and Yashasvi
Jaiswal coming out for the hits first. They
were followed by the rest of the Indian
batting order, including Virat Kohli, Rohit

Sharma and Rishabh Pant. This could be an

indication that Rohit Sharma continues to bat
in the middle to let KL Rahul keep his
opener's spot. India were also given a slight
scare during the nets, after Rishabh Pant got
hit on his helmet by a bouncer. Pant had to
stop training and was attended by the
medical staff of the team. KL Rahul and Virat
Kohli, who were batting in the adjacent nets,
stopped their training to look at Pant.

However, the good news was that Pant went
back to batting in the nets after being
attended by the team.The broadcaster
reported that Virat Kohli worked on his
backfoot game in the Adelaide nets. The
batter has been dismissed multiple times
while pressing on the front foot and edging
the ball to the slips and it looks like he has
been working to resolve that issue.Australia
stormed their way into the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy after winning the 2nd Test match of
the series in Adelaide. Australian pacers
made their presence felt, bowling India out
for 180 and 175 in the two innings after their
meek show in Perth. Tempers flared, and the
crowd also got involved in Adelaide as the
two teams went against each other in an
intense contest.

Fulton, at Rs 21.7 lakh per month is highest
puld foreign coach in OIymplcs sports

«Here's a look at how some of the

foreign coaches of Qlympic
sports are getting paid in India

CHENNALI. Going by the sports ministry’s

response in the Rajya Sabha, Craig Fulton is
the highest-paid foreign coach engaged by a
National Sports Federation in the country.
Fulton, the sports ministry revealed while
replying to a query on the engagement of
foreign coaches, draws an amount of Euro
24,286 (?21.7 lakh) a month.The head coach
of the men’s team has been drawing the
salary since April 26, 2023, and his contract
runs until December 31, 2028, after the Los
Angeles Olympics. As for the "expenditure
incurred" on foreign coaches, the ministry
says, “The National Sports Federations
(NSFs) are allowed to hire foreign experts on
their own within the budget allocated by the
Government.”The South African’s contract
was extended after India’s bronze medal at
the Paris Olympics. Interestingly, Fulton
draws double the amount any other foreign

coach engaged in the country. Fulton’s
predecessor Graham Reid was getting
USD15,000 per month. Union Sports
Minister Mansukh Mandviya was
responding to a query by Rajya Sabha MP
Anil Kumar Yadav Mandadi on December
5. While it is not clear since when Fulton
has been drawing this amount, this could be
after the Paris Olympics.Take for instance
Klaus Bartonietz, the German bio-
mechanic specialist who has helped Neeraj
Chopra win multiple medals (gold and
silver) at successive Olympics and World
Championships. The foreign coach was
drawing USD 10,101 (?8.57 lakh) per
month. He has been attached with Neeraj
since his injury in 2019. Meanwhile, Scott
Simmons, the middle and long-distance
coach, was drawing more USD 11,364
(79.64 lakh) per month.

At USD 10,732 per month, Jason Dawson,
sprints coach, was drawing more than Klaus.
Athletics had engaged some ten foreign
coaches, masseurs and recovery experts. One
Dr Silva, a recovery expert, was drawing
$10,000. All their contracts were until the
Olympics this year. Most of their contracts,
according to the Rajya Sabha reply, were
until Olympics 2024. South Korean coach

Baek Woongki, who felt humiliated for not
being given accreditation to accompany the
archers inside the Games Village at the Paris
Olympics, was drawing USD 10,000 (?78.43
lakh) per month. The coach left after the
Paris Games where the players missed his

expertise and had to rely on Indian coaches.If

athletics engaged some ten coaches and other
experts, hockey topped the charts. Over a
period of three-four years, (period extending
from 2021), they have engaged about a dozen
foreign experts, including coaches. The
salary increased too. According to the
"Details of foreign coaches engaged along
with expenditure incurred” presented in the
Rajya Sabha, there has been an increase in

salary for the new set of support staff of

Fulton.
Take for instance Rhett Halkett, analytical

OTD in 2022: Ishan Kishan smashed the fastest
double hundred in ODIs vs Bangladesh

On December 10 in 2022, Ishan Kishan
smashed the fastest double hundred in
the ODI history. At the age of 24, he
also became the youngest player to
score a double hundred.

New Delhi. Ishan Kishan made history on
December 10, 2022, by smashing the fastest
double hundred in ODI cricket. The left-
handed batter achieved this incredible
milestone in just 126 balls against
Bangladesh during the third ODI in
Chattogram. Kishan's innings of 210 runs off
131 balls was filled with boundaries,
including 24 fours and 10 sixes. His
explosive knock helped India post a massive
total 0£409/8 and secure a dominant 227-run
victory

Opening the innings after India lost the toss,
Kishan partnered with Shikhar Dhawan.
However, Dhawan fell early, leaving India at

15/1. Kishan then joined forces with Virat
Kohli, and the duo turned the game around.
Their partnership of 290 runs for the second
wicket laid the foundation for India's
gigantic score. While Kohli contributed 113
runs off 91 balls, Kishan's innings was the
highlight of the day.

Throwback to 2022
Ishan Kishan creates history
Kishan broke several records during his

innings. At 24 years old, he became the
youngest player to score a double hundred in
ODIs. He is also only the fourth Indian to
achieve this feat, joining the likes of Sachin
Tendulkar, Virender Sehwag, and Rohit

Sharma. Additionally, his double century
came in just 126 balls. As he broke Chris
Gayle's record of the fastest ODI double
hundred, which the West Indian had scored
in 138 balls during the 2015 World
Cup.ndia's total of 409/8 was the highest-
ever ODI score by a visiting team in
Bangladesh. Chasing such a massive
target, Bangladesh was under pressure
from the start. They were bowled out for
just 182 runs in 34 overs. India's bowlers,
led by Axar Patel and Shardul Thakur, kept
things tight and ensured a one-sided
finish.Kishan's remarkable knock
showcased his fearless approach and
immense potential. His ability to dominate
the bowlers with clean hitting showed his
talent and temperament. The innings hinted
at a bright future for the young batter.India's
convincing win in the match helped end the
series on a high note, even though
Bangladesh had already won the first two
games. Kishan's record-breaking
performance will remain one of the most
memorable moments in ODI cricket.

Justin Langer's sacking helped Travis
Head flourlsh reveqls Tim Paine

w Former Australia captain Tim Paine feels that
the sacking of Justin Langer was key to Travis
Head flourishing in all formats of the game.
Paine said that the freedom that Pat Cummins
and Andrew McDonald have given Head has
helped him reach the peak of his prowess.

New Delhi. Former Australia captain Tim
Pained has opened up on the relationship
between Travis Head and Justin Langer.
Speaking after the Adelaide Test match
where Head scored a sensational hundred in
Australia's 10-wicket win over India, Paine
said that the sacking of Justin Langer was
key to Head flourishing in international
cricket.Speaking on SEN, Paine said that
Langer did not rate Travis Head since the
batter did not have a solid defence, and there
was a huge difference of opinion between
the two as Travis wanted to play the game in
his natural aggressive manner without
caring much for his defensive

Harbhajan

« Former spinner Harbhajan Singh is hoping
that the Mohammed Siraj-Travis Head has
come fo an end after hoth men were given
sanctions by the ICC for their actions during
the Adelaide Test. Both Siraj and Head were
given one demerit point for their actions
and the Indian pacer was also fined 20
percent of his match fees.

New Delhi. Harbhajan Singh is hoping that the

ICC sanctions will bring an end to the
ongoing Travis Head vs Mohammed Siraj
row, which happened during the Adelaide.
Tempers flared on Day 2 of the pink-ball Test
as Siraj gave an animated send-off to Head
after dismissing him for 140 in the first
innings.

This would ignite some fire in the series as the

technique.Paine said that the confidence
that Pat Cummins and Andrew McDonald
gave Travis Head led to a massive
turnaround in his career and made him an all
format beast. Head has tormented India in
key matches - the World Test Championship
Final 2023, ODI World Cup Final 2023 and
now in the Border-Gavaskar Trophy 2024-
25.“I don’t think either of them will mind
me saying this, but I think he (Travis Head)
and JL (Justin Langer) used to have a real
difference of opinion,” Paine said on
Tuesday.“They were trying really hard for
him to work on his defence and it wasn’t the
way he wanted to go about it, but he was a

young Test player who was trying to impress
and trying to stay in the team, so he was
trying to please a bit of everyone. I think
that’s been the major shift in his output
because he is sticking true to the way he
wants to play," Tim Paine further added on
Travis Head.Justin Langer resigned from
his position of Australia head coach after
winning the Ashes in 2021/22. There were
reports of rift between the players and the
coach at the time.“The hardest thing about
my last 12 months, and I say it hand on heart,
was there was this narrative that I hated the
players or the players hated me back. That
literally broke my heart,” Langer had said
after his sacking.“Everything I’ve done for
literally the whole time — when I was in
Western Australia coaching the Scorchers,
when I was with Phil Hughes when I first
started and with Steve Smith, I came up with
them as kids (when [ was) an assistant coach
(was because I loved the players). Some of
the players may not have liked my style. I
am serious, I can be intense.

coach, whose contract runs until December
31 (from April 2023) is getting paid USD
11428.57 (79.7 lakh) per month. Earlier,
when Reid was the head coach, his analytical
coach was drawing USD 9000 per month.
Scientific advisor to the men’s team Alan Tan
is drawing USD 9000 and his contract runs
until the end of the year. The Hockey India
and SAI will be appointing a new analytical
coach soon and it needs to be seen if Tan will
continue.Dave Smolenaars, analytical coach
of the women’s team is engaged for USD
10,000 per month until December 2028.
Former women’s head coach Janneke
Schopman was getting USD 9750 before she
left the job. Former High-Performance
Director (HPD) in boxing Bernard Dunne
had to leave mid-way because of a fight
between the Boxing Federation of India and
him. Dunne was getting paid Euro 11250
(?10 lakh). Interestingly, the Rajya Sabha
reply says he was paid till September 2024
whereas he left India in February/March. The
sport has fired blanks at the Paris Olympics.
Dimitry Dimitruk, the other coach is paid
Euro 7500.Badminton, another sport that
went blank at the Paris Olympics, engaged
around eight coaches in the last two to three
years until the Olympics.

Virat Kohli makes critical
changes ahead of Gabba Test:
Harbhajan breaks down

Star India batter Virat Kohli is training hard in

the nets ahead of the 3rd Test vs Australia.
Former India cricketer Harbhajan Singh
pointed out the critical changes the India
batter made. Kohli was working on his back-
foot game as he geared up for the Brisbane
Test. The Gabba pitch will also have a lot of
pace and bounce to offer and the batters need
to have a strong back-foot game. Harbhajan,
who has played a lot of cricket with Kohli,
highlighted that he has been a front-foot
batter but is working on his back-foot game to
tackle the bounce in the Gabba."Yes,
whatever little I have seen him batting in the
nets today. I have played a lot of crcket with
him. He is a front foot player. Knowing the
bounce on Indian soil, you have to be on your
front foot. The people who have played here,
the likes of Ricky Ponting, Steve Waugh,
Langer, Hayden. They were good back foot

players, because of the bounce. It is the kind
of bounce you get in Australia, you have to be
good player of bounce. You need to have a
good backfoot game. That's what he was
practising," Harbhajan tols Star Sports.Kohli
works on back-foot gameTeam India trained
in Adelaide on Tuesday morning before they
jet off for Brisbane the next day. The 3rd Test
will kick off on December 14, Saturday.
Harbhajan is hoping for Kohli to make a
comeback in the 3rd Test after a rare failure at
one of his hunting grounds in Adelaide.Find
out more about India's training session:
Here"Specifically I have noticed today. He
was playig a lot of deliveries on the backfoot.
He was going forward for the fuller ball but
those balls which were slightly shorter than
the length of full ball, he was either leaving or
trying to play them. The ball from the back
foot, he knows that Gabba will be a different
wicket where he will get to face a lot of
bounce and pace and that back foot game
needs to be included in his game. Good to see
him working on the game.

Singh hopes Head-Siraj row ends
after 1CC sanctions: Enough is enough

crowd started booing Siraj for his
actions. Both men would present
their version of the story during
the match, and it seemed like they
had patched up while Siraj was
batting in the second innings.
However, both men were
sanctioned by the ICC on
Monday, December 9, with the
Indian pacer being fined 20
percent of his match fees.
Speaking to Star Sports,
Harbhajan started off by saying
that the ICC was being too strict
on the players as such things do
happen on the field. The former
spinner said that now since both men have
patched up and been given sanctions by the
ICC, it was time to end the matter and focus
on the upcoming match at the Gabba. Well, I
think ICC is a bit too strict on players. These

things happen in the ground. Obviously,
forget what has happened and move forward.
The players have patched up and talked to
each other. Anyways, ICC being ICC has
sanctioned the players. Let's put that aside
now and let's move forward which is

| pmoan

obviously, Brisbane. Let's focus on
cricket rather than all these
controversies. Enough is enough,"
said Harbhajan. Piyush Chawla
would also weigh in on the matter
and echoed the same comments as
Harbhajan. While he admitted that
things would heat up again in
Brisbane, Chawla wanted the
Head-Siraj feud to be left behind in
Adelaide.

"You can't really say who was
wrong, who was right here. What I
feel is that this should be the end of
this thing right now. There's no on
this thing to the next match or the

4th test match, and just that what I feel
personally is, the things will definitely get
heated from the next Test match again, but
what incident happened here, should leave it
here in Adelaide," said Chawla.
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\ [amannaah
| Bhatia's

'Mocha Mousse' Look Gets
A Thumbs Up From Orry

i

amannaah Bhatia, celebrated for her exceptional acting
prowess, is basking in the success of her latest film, Sikandar
Ka Mugqaddar. Her fans adore her for her daring fashion
choices, and she never fails to surprise them with her unique looks.
The actress is now in Dubai for Salman Khan’s Dabangg
Reloaded Tour, and her recent look has certainly turned heads.
Not only did it raise the temperature, but also came with a
stunning request for Pantone, showcasing her bold and
innovative fashion sense.On Instagram, Tamannaah Bhatia
shared a series of photos featuring her latest look: a stunning
Animal-printed gown from the renowned brand Zimmermann.
The voluminous piece, with its sweetheart neckline and
delicate noodle straps adorned with diamond embellishments,
exuded sheer elegance. The corset bodice of the dress added
atouch of sophistication to her overall look
Tamannaah’s stylist Shaleena Nathani teamed her dress with
pump heels in a shade one-tone dark. Her make-up artist
Elton Fernandez, chose a sheen makeup to add an oomph
factor to her radiant style. A striking eye makeup,
including a blend of glittery and smokey eyeshadow
with thin strokes of kohl in the lid and waterline
alongside glossy lips and blushed and highlighted
cheeks, made her look perfect. Side-parted, messy
and open tresses wrapped her look.Sharing the photos
shot inside her hotel with a breathtaking backdrop
behind her, she wrote in the caption, “Okay Pantone,
can do Mocha Mousse, but let’s make it animal print."
This intriguing request to Pantone adds another layer of
excitement to its choice of colour for 2025. Pantone, best
known for its proprietary colour order system, has
revealed Mocha Mousse as the colour of 2025. This
unique request from Tamannaah has sparked a new
conversation about the future of fashion and colour
trends. Sharing a post announcing the same on
Instagram, they wrote that the warming, rich brown
hue, Mocha Mousse transports our senses into the
pleasure and deliciousness of chocolate blended
with coffee.Many celebs including Orry and
Wamiqa Gabbi were impressed with Tamannaah’s

e

&
N
3

&R -3 . look as they dropped their reactions on the comment
5 ’ box..On the work front, Tamannaah Bhatia played
: 7 R - the role of Kamini Singh in Sikandar Ka Muqaddar,
% T r S P aw v co-starring Jimmy Shergill and Avinash Tiwary.
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Aaliyah Kashyap’s €%

Unique Bridal Mehendi Showcases Her Love For | -
Pets; Shane Gregoire Flaunts Her Name

Anurag Kashyap’s daughter Aaliyah Kashyap will get
married to Shane Gregoire in a few days, and their pre-
wedding festivities are currently underway. After a fun-
filled Haldi ceremony, looks the like couple is enjoying
their Mehendi ceremony today. We came across a few
pictures in which Aaliyah Kashyap and Shane Gregoire
were seen flaunting the henna on their hands.
Meanwhile, Aaliyah’s bestie Khushi Kapoor also
adorned her hand with minimal yet beautiful henna

her hands. In another

picture, Shane is

also seen posing behind

his ladylove. He opted for

minimal mehendi, with Aaliyah’s

name within a heart on one of his palms.

Meanwhile, a tiny cat and dog were drawn on the

other palm. He also flaunted the henna on his palms.

Aaliyah and Shane were seen twinning in pastel blue
outfits. Aaliyah looked radiant in a sleeveless
ethnic suit, while Shane donned a powder blue
kurta pajama.

That’s not all! Khushi Kapoor also shared a
picture on her Instagram story that shows her
flaunting the minimal mehendi she applied for
Aaliyah and Shane’s wedding festivities. Check
out the picture below!

Meanwhile, Aaliyah and Shane’s haldi ceremony
took place yesterday in Mumbai, and it was
attended by Khushi, Imtiaz Ali, his daughter Ida
Ali, among many others. Pictures from the
Haldi ceremony soon took over social media.
One picture shows Anurag Kashyap hugging
Shane, while Shane and Aaliyah were seen
sharing a passionate kiss during the
festivities.As per reports, Shane and Aaliyah
will get married on December 11, at Bombay
Club, Mahalakshmi Race Course in e,
Mumbai. They have been dating

for over four years now. Shane and

Aaliyah got engaged in May last

year, post which they threw

an engagement bash for

their loved ones in

August 2023.

design.

Aaliyah Kashyap’s bridal mehendi design is quite
unique, and showcases her love for her pets! The
pictures that have surfaced on Instagram show her
flaunting the henna design, that include a dog at the
centre on one hand, and a cat on the other palm. One of
the pictures shows Aaliyah getting mehendi applied on

uma Qureshi is over the moon as she
recently bagged the Filmfare OTT

Amid Chiranjeevi-Allu Arjun
Feud Rumours, Photo Megastar
Feeding Pushpa 2 Laddoos

L

egastar Chiranjeevi and Telugu
superstar Allu Arjun have been

rumoured to be in a feud this year. For
the unversed, earlier this year, it was claimed
that Chiranjeevi and family were upset with the
Pushpa 2 actor after he supported a YSRCP
candidate in the Andhra Pradesh Assembly
Elections this year. Chiranjeevi and Allu Arjun
did not address the claims yet. Amid this, an old
photo of the duo is doing the rounds online.On
Monday, a photo went viral in which
Chiranjeevi was feeding Allu Arjun with a
piece of laddoo. The superstars were
exchanging sweets following the success of
Pushpa 2. The film released last Thursday and
has emerged as a blockbuster. It turns out, the
photo was clicked when Allu Arjun was
declared the Best Actor by the National Awards
committee last year.

During the Andhra Pradesh Assembly Elections,

Allu Arjun publicly extended his support to a
YSRCP candidate despite his family
connections with Pawan Kalyan, who was also
contesting this year. For the unversed,
Chiranjeevi’s son Ram Charan and Allu Arjun
are cousins.Eventually, Pawan Kalyan won
and even emerged as the Deputy CM of the
state. Allu Arjun had congratulated him but has
not addressed rumours of his tiff with
Chiranjeevi. Meanwhile, Niharika Konidela, a
member of the family, addressed the rumours
in August this year.In an interview, she said, “I
don’t know the reason behind whatever my
father posted. But, they have their own reasons
to whatever [they want]. It doesn’t mean we
can comment on it because they did something.
We didn’t actually talk too much about it. We
didn’t speak about it at home because everyone
has their own reasons. Politically, religiously,
spiritually, everyone has a choice to do what
they want."Niharika added, “For me, it’s
always family first, and I can only speak for
myself."Meanwhile, Allu Arjun is currently
enjoying the success of Pushpa 2.

'Huge Admirer': Huma Qureshi

Is All Praise For Jared Leto As
They Meet At Grand Prix/ |

...... —
g

1

Critics’ Best Actress Award for her
role in Maharani Season 3. Fans and critics
praised the actress for her stint in the show.
Now, as congratulatory posts continue to
shower her, the actress recently attended the
Formula 1 Etihad Airways Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix 2024. The F1 event, which took
place on Sunday, December 8, saw a flurry
of celebrities watching the thrilling finale of
this season’s championship in Abu
Dhabi.During the racing event, Huma
Qureshi crossed paths with actor Jared Leto.
She took to Instagram and shared a picture
of their meeting with her fans and followers.
In the pic, the Maharani actress can be seen
clad in a V-necked long dress. The beige and
black outfit comes with an overcoat to
enhance its charm. Jared Leto, on the other
hand, went for an all-black look that
featured a sheer black T-shirt teamed with
black jeans.

Dropping the image, she captioned, “So
wonderful meeting the super talented
@jaredleto at the Grand Prix yesterday... I
am a huge admirer of his work, and meeting
him was so lovely."Other than Huma
Qureshi and Jared Leto, celebrities such as
Tim Cook, Steve Harvey, Shraddha Kapoor,
Disha Patani, Esther Yu, Terry Crews, Burak
Ozcivit, Dwayne Bravo, Brooklyn
Beckham & Nicola Peltz Beckham, Jake
Paul, Evander Holyfield, Dom Howard and
Matt Bellamy were present at the Formula 1
Etihad Airways Abu Dhabi Grand Prix 2024.

The event is held over 58 laps of the 5.281 km
Yas Marina Circuit on Yas Island, featuring
renowned racers like Lando Norris, Oscar
Piastri and Carlos Sainz.

This year, Huma Qureshi earned applause for
her role in Maharani 3 and Mithya: The
Darker Chapter. Her upcoming projects
include Geetu Mohandas’s directorial Toxic.
Starring South star Yash, Kiara Advani, Anil
Kapoor, Tara Sutaria and Shruti Haasan in
pivotal roles, the film is scheduled to release
intheatres in 2025. It is rumoured that Huma
will be playing the antagonist in the film.

Apart from this, she has the courtroom drama
film Jolly LLB 3, co-starring Akshay
Kumar and Arshad Warsi in lead roles. She
also has an investigative drama, Bayaan and
director Vipul Goyal’s Gulaabi in her kitty.
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