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Why Punjab has
fullen deeper into
the abyss

AS T heard the news of the attempt to assassinate
Sukhbir Singh Badal, my mind flashed back to the
April of 1983 and the killing of AS Atwal (DIG),
an outstanding police officer and a gem of a
person. Atwal was martyred while on duty with the
limited resources he had while facing an armed
militancy. Sukhbir survived — barely. The
individual heroics of a policeman saved the day,
but how a known terrorist with Pakistani training
and support was allowed to not only recce the area
but also approach a Z plus protectee is a question
that remains to be answered.They say that history
repeats itself but in the case of Punjab, we seem to
be approaching the cycle with alarming speed. The
conditions being created are similar, but as, yet, we
do not have a full-blown militancy.The Punjab
countryside is awash with unemployed youth who
indulge in petty crimes and feed the drug industry.
A lot of them have organised themselves into
armed gangs, available for kidnappings, killings
and inter-gang warfare. Their tentacles reach into
Canada, the USA, Australia and, of course,
Pakistan. They even operate from within jails —
how is this possible?The youth are unemployed as
agriculture has been, for the past many decades, a
failing proposition for most marginal farmers.
Punjab was never given priority for
industrialisation as it was considered a border state
and was landlocked. Even today, with its huge
diaspora, air connectivity to the rest of the world
remains a distant dream, with paltry routes being
assigned to its international airports. Employment
in the defence and paramilitary forces is no longer
of the scale it used to be. Also, most youth are
unemployable in skilled professions because of a
failed education system. In the 1960s and 70s, the
region had four of the top medical institutions —
Amritsar medical college, CMC, Ludhiana,
Rajindra Hospital, Patiala, and the PGIMER,
Chandigarh. Today, barring the PGI, the rest are
poor reflections of their old days as poor funding
and administration has eroded them. Punjab
University commanded immense respect,
boasting a successful alumnus in all fields of life;
today, it's a shadow of its former self. The odd IIT
or private institution that has come up is a case of
too little. There seems to be no well-conceived
plan to create suitable employment. Why are the
youth running to foreign shores for basic education
and jobs? Why are they not productively employed
here?l recall the theory of 'Masterly Inaction',
initially practised by John Lawrence (Viceroy of
India) in the 1860s through his policy on dealing
with Afghanistan after the death of its Emir, Dost
Mohammad Khan, and the subsequent civil war.
This policy helped the British consolidate their
Indian empire. Its adaption on the home front is
leading to the creation of a failed state. The
concept of proactive administration, which
identifies problems, finds solutions, engages in
planning for its citizens, has changed to 'masterly
inactivity', a conjuror's trick of creating an illusion
of activity where there is none.Punjab alone is not
at fault, Delhi also is missing in action. There is no
acknowledgement of our problems. A proxy war
was waged on the country through instigating,

In fact, statistics recognises many measures of

However, is the average income a reliable

THE downfall of Bashar al-Assad marks the end of

The significance of variability in data-based estimates

The average is not the ‘only’ message. If individuals from all walks of life understand that, the
data-based world will become more transparent and clear to people.

IONCE served in a debate competition as one of the

three judges. The ranking made by me prevailed
even after the final rankings of the candidates were
prepared by aggregating the scores given by all
judges. The other two judges were taken aback.
However, as a statistician, I was aware of the cause.
The other two judges' ratings were much less
variable; they were typically in the range of, say, 60
to 65. However, the distribution of the scores given
by me had a lot more variability because they ranged
from 5 to 951deally, the scores should be added up
after each judge's score has been divided by an
appropriate measure of variability. Unfortunately,
there was no such clause. This also holds true in
many other real-world scenarios.

central tendency, or "average", such as the
mean, which is the total divided by the
number of observations, and the median,
which is the middle-most value. We often
state that country X has a larger per capita
income than, say, country Y.

measure of the state of the economy if social
inequality is ignored?In his 2013 book
Capital in the Twenty-First Century,
Thomas Piketty used quantiles, such as the
percentage of total wealth held by the
poorest half of the population, the top 10%,
the top 5%, the top 1%, or even the top 0.1%
or 0.01%, because he believes that the Gini
coefficient — a single number between 0
and 1 — is insufficient to explain the economic
inequalities and their evolution. Four or five of these
quantiles are seen to be adequate to understand the
key components of economic inequality and its
development, depending on the type of inequality
and the time period that is being studied. Therefore,
we basically require a sense of how wealth is
distributed, which is just variability. Unfortunately,
the majority of data-based estimates of different
political and socioeconomic indicators are typically
published without sufficiently addressing the
estimates' variability.

Three researchers from the University of Southern

Denmark have illustrated four classes of
circumstances in which the conclusion reached
based solely on the mean is qualitatively changed
when variability is also taken into account. Their
paper, "Variability Matters", was published in the
International Journal of Environmental Research

funding and promoting militancy in the state by
Pakistan for two decades. What happened from
1970 to 1995, the days of horror and nights of
massacres inflicted on us, is well known.

The Government of India resources were poured
into fighting the militancy, but it was the blood of
Punjabis that soaked its fields. Things were
brought under control, but the political,
administrative and economic fabric was
destroyed. The situation required an initiative — a
'master plan'. It required political and
administrative leadership of the highest order, but
this was not to be. There has been no coordinated
plan to pull Punjab out of this morass, no injection
of financial or administrative support to help
revive it. People forget the sheer scale of human
tragedy during this time — over 3,000 police and
paramilitary personnel were martyred. The Centre
should have taken the lead and Punjab followed in
its effort to revive.

over half a century of authoritarian rule in Syria,
ushering in a fragile era of hope and uncertainty.
Assad’s hasty departure, following a swift rebel
offensive led by Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS),
symbolises both the collapse of despotism and the
challenges of rebuilding a fractured nation. For
over 13 years, Syria endured a brutal civil war that
claimed over 5,00,000 lives and displaced millions.
Assad’s regime, once propped up by Russia and
Iran, crumbled under the weight of its own
corruption and violence. Yet, the victory of the
HTS, an Islamist faction, offers no guarantee of
stability. While its leader, Abu Mohammad al-
Jolani, has shifted the group’s narrative toward
national liberation, critics question the HTS’
capacity to govern inclusively.The immediate
challenges are monumental. Syria’s institutions lie

in ruins and its economy shattered by war and sanctions.

THE US and its Turkish and Israeli allies are the
prime movers in what has been characterised as the
Syrian revolution that brought a stunning end to the
54-year rule of the Assad dynasty. They are the
apparent beneficiaries of a process that started with
a civil war, which began in 2011 and reached its
climax on December 8 when the regime collapsed
and the country’s dictator, Bashar al-Assad, fled to
Moscow with his wife and three children.

Assad was the main pillar of the Iran-led “axis of
resistance” that posed a major challenge for both
Jerusalem and Washington. He was also Russia’s
most trusted regional ally and his departure means
Moscow is obliged to evacuate its last naval and
military strongholds in West Asia.

Turkey, for its part, will finally have a sympathetic
regime in charge in Damascus that can help Ankara
confront the problems it faces with its Kurdish
minorities living along the Syrian border. Even
better for Turkey is the prospect of lakhs of Syrian
refugees returning home and reducing the economic
burden of hosting them that Ankara has been forced
to bear for the past over a decade. The stakes are the
highest for Isracl where Assad’s downfall has
attracted mixed responses, ranging from jubilation
to fears about what could emerge in the new Syria.
"This is a historic day in the history of the Middle
East," Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
declared during a visit to the Syria border. "The
Assad regime is a central link in Iran’s Axis of Evil
— this regime has fallen." In a bit to take credit for
what has happened in Syria, Netanyahu added,

and Public Health in 2020. Variability is a significant
issue when it comes to economic disparities, health
and longevity disparities among social groups and
population selection potential, which is based on the
fitness distribution's tails. This is becoming
increasingly clear to experts working on data. It has
also been suggested that predicting and
comprehending the Covid-19 pandemic required an
understanding of the disease transmission
variability.Again, Havelock Ellis, an English
physician and author, first put up the theory of
greater male variability in 1894 to explain the
overabundance of males among the eminent and
among the mentally ill. This theory has been used to
attempt to explain why Harvard has so few female

mathematics professors, for instance.The statement,
"A statistician confidently waded through a river
that was on average 50 cm deep. He drowned," is
commonly credited to Dutch author and television
personality Godfried Bomans. To be fair, though, a
statistician would never do that because she
understands the importance of variability and that
the river's depth might surpass her height in the
midway.

The significance of understanding variability in

medical prognosis is demonstrated by the
extraordinary story of renowned evolutionary
biologist Stephen Jay Gould. Gould was diagnosed
with abdominal mesothelioma, an incurable cancer,
in 1982. From the medical literature, he learnt that
the median survival duration was eight months. "I
will probably be dead in eight months," he thought
initially. However, means and medians are
abstractions of reality, as Gould was aware. Because
Gould was an optimist and because he understood

Assad’s fall

Fragile hope in Syria’s new dawn

Internally displaced citizens and refugees yearn for a

Stakes are the highest for Israel

"This is a direct result of the blows we have inflicted
on Iran and Hezbollah, the main supporters of the
Assad regime. This has created a chain reaction
throughout the Middle East of all those who want to
be free from this oppressive and tyrannical
regime."In this time of uncertainty, including a
power vacuum in Damascus, Israel has taken the
initiative by launching a series of pre-emptive
military measures. These include deploying army

bulldozers, painted in distinctive orange colours, to *

dig three-metre deep ditches along the Syria border
to block militants from attacking the Jewish state

that has the most to lose from what unfolds in |

Damascus.The nightmarish scenario for Israeli
generals, echoed in Washington, is a repeat of last
year’s invasion from Gaza when Hamas gunmen
used 4-by-4 Toyota pickups to crash through border
fences and launch the deadliest attack against Jews
since the World War II Holocaust. At least 1,200
Israelis were killed and thousands injured, while
240 were kidnapped and taken as hostages.
Currently, 100 hostages still remain in custody.
Israelis, monitoring the progress of Syrian rebels, as
they too drove to Damascus in similar four-by-four
convoys and backed up by rocket-propelled
grenades (RPGs), are fearful that what happened
across the Gaza border last year could be repeated
on the northern border with Syria. Digging the
trenches — code-named Project New East — is one
of the several measures approved by cabinet
ministers who have been holding emergency
meetings to assess the unfolding crisis in Syria.

In another unprecedented move, thousands of Israeli

soldiers have created a 14-km deep buffer zone on
the Syrian side of the border, known as Mount
Hermon and famous on the Israeli side as a winter
ski resort. Isracli media has published pictures of
soldiers displaying their national flag with a caption
declaring: "Syria’s Mount Hermon has been
occupied."Such is the fear of an escalating conflict
along this border that the Israeli cabinet is
contemplating ordering the army to expand its
presence by capturing yet more Syrian territory. In
the past few days, Israeli warplanes have launched
endless strikes on Syrian military bunkers, missile
bases and strategic military installations that are
alleged to host clusters of chemical weapons, first
used more than a decade ago to intimidate
opponents of ousted President Bashar al-Assad, an
ally of Russia and Iran, when they demanded the

nature, statistics and the meaning of variance in life's
processes, he consequently took a very different
approach to the mesothelioma statistics. Well, half
of the population will undoubtedly survive longer
than eight months if the median is eight months. Due
to his youth, disease identification at a relatively
early stage, first-rate medical care he received, and a
strong will to live, he didn't give up. "The
distribution of variation had to be right-skewed...
the upper (or right) half can extend out for years and
years... my favourable profile made me a good
candidate for that part of the curve," he thought.
Gould's 1991 essay "The Median Isn't the Message"
was included in his book Bully for Brontosaurus:
Reflections on Natural History, which has been
reprinted numerous times for a wide range of
readers. Twenty years (not 20 months!) after
being diagnosed, Gould passed away due to a
different cancer.Perhaps, significant in this
context is a quotation from William Winwood
Reade that was referenced in Arthur Conan
Doyle's novel The Sign of the Four. "While the
individual man is an insoluble puzzle, in the
aggregate he becomes a mathematical certainty,"
Sherlock Holmes said to Watson. "You can, for
example, never foretell what any one man will
do, but you can say with precision what an
average number will be up to," said
Holmes.Finally, let's consider a snapshot of
election prediction. In the recent US presidential
election, the final-minute survey indicated that
Donald Trump would receive 47.2% of the
national vote and Kamala Harris 48.4%. But in the
end, Trump and Harris received 49.9% and 48.4% of
the vote, respectively. Was the poll prediction, at
least for the vote share percentages, overly weird
statistically? Obviously not. The opinion poll
predictions are usually subject to a plus-minus 3%
margin of error if proper care is taken to design
them. This means that if the same process is applied
frequently, the true population average will, 95% of
the time, fall within the sample estimate, plus or
minus 3%, which is derived using the variability of
the estimates, and sample sizes in opinion polls are
ideally set accordingly. As per this, the
aforementioned opinion poll suggests that Trump's
expected vote share could reach 50.4%. At least, it
didn't go beyond that limit!

All being said, the average is not the "only" message.

If individuals from all walks of life understand that,
the data-based world will become more transparent

to the people.

return to normalcy, but fears of ethnic and sectarian
divides linger. The promise of democracy is clouded by
the ghosts of Libya and Iraq, where transitions led to
chaos rather than cohesion.The US faces a critical
moment in its West Asia strategy. Having supported
Kurdish forces against the ISIS and maintained a military
presence, Washington must now navigate the aftermath
of Assad’s fall. Its role could define whether Syria’s
future is one of peace or continued strife, balancing
counterterrorism with humanitarian engagement.
External forces further complicate Syria’s path. Turkiye,
the Gulf states and western powers have vested interests,
while Israel and Iran remain wary of instability spilling
across borders.

While Trump has said the Americans must keep off, the

question is how the HTS was able to find the gunpowder
to mount the final assault on Damascus, forcing even the
Russians to withdraw. Who has this kind of military

might?

end of his authoritarian rule.At the time, Assad
defied US President Barack Obama by crossing a
so-called red line and deploying these chemical
weapons with disregard for international law.
Obama could have retaliated, but chose not to
risk involving the US in the Syrian civil
war.Delight in Assad’s downfall is shared by
many Syrian political prisoners rescued from his
notorious jails. Horror stories of what they
endured have sent shock waves across the region.
These include the account of a weeping man who
described how he and 54 others were due to be
executed last Sunday, but were saved at the last
minute when the regime in Damascus collapsed.
Another released victim is a middle-aged woman
who was jailed as an unmarried teenager and has
now emerged as the mother of two children. She has
no idea about the identity of the children’s father, or
fathers. Some elderly prisoners, long presumed
dead by their families, have resurfaced to tell their
horror tales.None of these accounts come as a
surprise to Syrian human rights campaigners, who
explain how Assad and his late father, Hafez al-
Assad, were among the Arab world’s most ruthless
dictators. Although the Assad family’s human rights
record has never been of interest to Israel, Tel Aviv
has always been fearful of how Syria has played
host to multiple terror groups headed by the likes of
Nazi fugitive Alois Brunner, an associate of the late
Adolph Eichmann, who died in 2001, Germany’s
Baader-Meinhof, Carlos the Jackal, and members
ofthe Japanese Red Army.

Assad was pillar of Iran-led ‘axis of resistance” that posed a challenge for Jerusalem & US
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Fugitive businessman Mehul
Choksi’s assets worth Rs
2,566 crore to be auctioned

NEW DELHI. Properties worth Rs 2,566 crore of
fugitive businessman Mehul Choksi would now be
ready for auctioning after a special Mumbai court
order. The properties were attached by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) in the PNB fraud case.

The ED has already started the process of handing over
the properties to the liquidator and assets worth Rs
125 crore have been handed over to the liquidator of
Gitanjali Gems, the company once owned by Choksi.

“The handed over properties include flats situated at
Mumbai and two factories/godowns situated at
SEEPZ Mumbai. Restitution of the rest of the
properties is in progress,” said the enforcement
directorate, the agency that investigates matters
related to money laundering.Gitanjali Gems went
into corporate insolvency resolution process (CIRP)
in 2018 and after three-and-a-half years, the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) ordered liquidation
ofthe company. The company had a debt of Rs 39,000
crore, of which it owed Rs 25,000 crore to banks and
financial institutions and Rs 13,000 crore to
government.

One MobiKwik Systems IPO
Fully Subscribed

New Delhi. The initial public offering (IPO) of fintech
company One MobiKwik Systems got fully
subscribed within an hour of opening of the issue on
Wednesday. The initial share sale received bids for
2,16,17,852 shares, as against 1,18,71,696 on offer,
translating into 1.82 times subscription, as per data
available with NSE till 11:40 hours.Retail
Individual Investors (RIIs) subscribed 7.69 times,
while the Non-Institutional Investors (NIIs) portion
received 1.55 times subscription.One MobiKwik
Systems on Tuesday said it garnered Rs 257 crore
from anchor investors.The Rs 572-crore IPO is
available for public subscription during December
11 to 13.The company has fixed the price band of Rs
265-279 per share.The public issue is entirely a
fresh issuance of equity shares worth up to Rs 572
crore with no offer-for-sale (OFS) component.

Proceeds from the fresh issue will be used for organic
growth in its financial services business, for
expanding its payment services and for research and
development in Al, machine learning, and
technology.Funds will also be used for capital
expenditure on payment deices.

MobiKwik, the company's flagship application,
provides consumers access to various payment
options and financial products in digital credit,
investments, and insurance.This is the second
attempt by the Gurugram-based firm for the public
issue following its first attempt in July 202 1. Earlier,
the company shelved its IPO plans and withdrew its
draft papers due to unfavourable market
conditions.It was fouded by Bipin Preet Singh and
Upasana Taku.

The company faces stiff competition from major
players, including PhonePe, Paytm, Airtel
Payments Bank and Freecharge.

The digital payments firm reported a consolidated
total income of Rs 890.3 crore in FY24, compared to
Rs561.6 crorein FY23 and Rs 543.2 crore in FY22.

It incurred losses amounting to Rs 128.16 crore and
Rs 83.8 crore in FY22 and FY23, respectively.
However, for the financial year 2023-24, the
company posted a profitof Rs 14.08 crore.

Industry should realign
itself keeping political,
strategic policies in mind:
Nirmala Sitharaman

NEW DELHI. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on Wednesday said the industry will have to realign
its policies keeping in mind political and strategic
decisions of the country.Outlining the priorities of
the economy for the next decade, Sitharaman also
said attempts should be made to restore global calm
and normalcy and noted that war or any form of
disruption should be avoided.Sitharaman said the
economy has to “clawback” more to regain its
strength after the Covid pandemic and any skirmish
or war will impact the supply chains and food value
chains.“The world is facing challenges which are
reflected in the economy,” the Minister said at the
CII Global Economic Policy Forum here.Talking
about ways to tackle supply chain disruptions,
Sitharaman said currently there is a need to blend
economic priorities with politics and strategic
needs.“When we talk about restoring supply chains
to frictionless supply chains, let’s not forget it’s not
just economics, it’s more than that... We have to
build in our own decision making not just in
economic sense but also in a political and strategic
sense.”Supply chains will have to be restored but
you would have to reset it, realign it, you will have to
make sure that it is spread so much that no
geopolitical or strategic risks will threaten our
wellbeing,” Sitharaman said.She said lessons learnt
in the last decade should tell us that the country will
have to now realign, and industry will have to
realign itself not just on economic principles.

There is a need to blend large, small and medium
industries to achieve “scale and spread” and job
creation, Sitharaman said.“Industry will have to
look at ways to adapt with newer challenges,” she
said, adding scale cannot be the only criteria.

Amazon set to enter quick
commerce with pilot in Bengaluru

——
The company, however, did

not divulge more information
on other cities the pilot would
he launched or the number of
dark stores it would begin

with.
—

NEW DELHI. Amazon is set to enter the
quick commerce space with its 15-min
delivery service ready to begin from this
month on a pilot basis. The pilot would
start from Bengaluru.The company,
however, said as expected its quick
commerce business may not be called
Tez.Samir Kumar, country manager,
Amazon India, told the media here on

largest selection at fastest
speeds and greatest value to
customers in every single pin-
code across the country, it
will be starting a pilot to give
the customers a choice to get
their everyday essentials in
15 min or less,“We already
have millions of customers
across India including Prime
Members who trust us and
will look forward to this
convenience. Stay tuned for
more,” said the Amazon
country manager when asked
about the much expected
quick commerce space.The
company, however, did not
divulge more information on other cities
the pilot would be launched or the number
of dark stores it would begin with.
Sources in the company said depending
on the results of pilot in Benagluru, other
cities would be selected.

Tuesday that while Amazon focuses on Amazon is a late entrant in the quick

implementing the strategy to offer the

RBI approves Burmans’ open offer to
acquire 26% stake in Religare

commerce space, which is dominated by

players like Zomato-backed Blinkit,
Zepto, and Swiggy’s instamart. The

business, country manager
Samir Kumar said: “For us, we
look at what our customers
want. At times, we take our time
to make decisions. But when we
get into it, we want to make sure
we build a fine product. Our
goal is to make sure that the
safety standards are right -- the
folks or the associates who are
going to be working on the road
are safe.”

The company already has a 2-
hour delivery service Amazon
Fresh under which it delivers
fruits, vegetables, dairy and
other grocery products.

Expansion will depend on results

of pilot

model works around a strong network of The company, however, didn’t divulge

dark stores -- which are a retail
distribution centre for online orders. Dark
stores are essential for quick commerce
players, especially to increase its market
share.When questioned why Amazon
took so long to enter the quick commerce

more information on other cities the pilot
would be launched or the number of dark
stores it would begin with. Sources in the
company said depending on the results of
pilot in Benagluru, other cities would be
selected

Reliance Industries biggest
wealth creator, Adani Green
fastest: Motilal Oswal study

NEW DELHI: Reliance Industries, Adani Green
and Linde India — biggest, fastest, and most

NEW DELHI. The Reserve Bank on
Tuesday approved the open offer of
Burman family, the promoters of
FMCG major Dabur, to acquire an
additional 26% stake in NBFC firm
Religare Enterprises Ltd (REL).The
RBI directed maintaining of the current
board/management structure of REL.
The central bank said it has granted its
“approval for the proposed increase in
shareholding of existing shareholders”
-- four Burman family entities Puran
Associates, VIC Enterprises, M B
Finmart, and Milky Investment &
Trading Company -- in Religare
Enterprises Ltd (REL).“The acquirers
are advised to consolidate the NBFCs
in the resulting structure/ group (both
Burman and Religare group) at the

earliest and not later than March 31,
2026,” the RBI said in a letter to
Chairman of Religare Enterprises, a
copy which was shared to the

exchanges.“The request for change of
management/appointment of four
proposed directors -- Abhay Agarwal,

Arjun Lamba, Ramanathan
Gurumurthy, and Suresh Mahalingam
does not have our approval at this
stage,” it said.The RBI has “advised”
Religare to submit names of the
proposed directors, along with the
board resolution, after ensuring that
they are “fit and proper”. The
Burman family through its entities
had announced a Rs 2,116-crore
open offer to REL shareholders in
September last year to acquire up to
26% stake in the company.
However, it was contested by REL
independent directors, alleging
fraud and other breaches by Burman
entities and approached regulators,
including markets regulator Sebi, the
RBI and the IRDAL

Human Washing Machine Of The Future: It Just Takes 15
Minutes To Wash A Human; Japan Develops Prototype

The futuristic machine,
which looks like the pod or
cockpit of a fighter jet, will
he showcased at the Osaka
Kansai Expo in Japan,
where 1,000 guests will
have the opportunity to try
it out.

New Delhi. Osaka-based showerhead
company Science Co. has developed a
'human washing machine of the future',
the 'Mirai Ningen Sentakuki', which
takes 15 minutes to wash a human. The
gadget uses Al to analyze the user's
body before a custom wash-and-dry
process. The futuristic machine, which
looks like the pod or cockpit of a fighter
jet, will be showcased at the Osaka
Kansai Expo in Japan, where 1,000
guests will have the opportunity to try it
out.According to local media, The
Asahi Shimbun, the company
chairman, Yasuaki Aoyama, said
during an event, “We’re about 70 per

cent there. We plan to offer 1,000
general visitors an opportunity to use it
during the expo."Science Co. has not
confirmed how much the device may
cost or when it might be available for

public purchase.

How does the machine work?

As soon as the user enters the machine,
the clear plastic pod fills with warm
water, releasing small air bubbles that
create a powerful pressure wave that
removes dirt from the skin. The user's
chair electrodes collect biological
information to ensure appropriate
washing temperature.The human
washing machine uses artificial
intelligence to not only clean the body
but also the mind. An Al-powered
sensor interprets biological

information and projects calming

videos onto the inside of the plastic pod,

ensuring a physically and mentally

refreshed wash.The machine is

equipped with a transparent cover to
ensure comfort and prevent
claustrophobia.

First machine was built 50
years ago

The 1970 Sanyo Electric Co.-
now Panasonic Holdings
Corp. invented a futuristic
washing machine using hot
water, micro-bubbles, and
plastic massage balls, but it
was never commercially
released.

. Comments of social media

users

The news has received mixed responses
from social media users. Reacting to the
post, a user wrote, “One little glitch and
you’re euthanized."Another user
wrote, “I can’t waste 15 minutes every
day. Up here in Canad,a we will get
another carbon tax."One user said,
“Leave it to Japan to turn hygiene into
high-tech luxury."“I’ll take one, only if
you put wheels on it so I can drive it.
Sorry, Al can drive it," said one
user.Another user wrote, “These would
be very welcome in retirement homes
and health care facilities."

consistent wealth creator, respectively, between
2019 and 2024, as per Motilal Oswal’s 29th
Annual Wealth Creation Study which was
released on Tuesday. It added that Adani
Group’s flagship company - Adani Enterprises -
is the top all-around wealth Creator.

As per the study, dring 2019-24, top 100 wealth
creators of India Inc created Rs 138 lakh crore.
The pace of wealth creation is at 26% CAGR,
higher than the BSE Sensex return of 14%. For
the sixth time in succession, Mukesh Ambani’s
Reliance Industries (RIL) has emerged as the
largest wealth creator over 2019-24. This takes
RIL’s Number 1 tally to 11 in the last 17 five-
year study periods.Adani’s renewable energy
company - Adani Green - has emerged as the
fastest wealth creator with a 2019-24 price
CAGR of 118%. Rs10 lakh invested in 2019 in
top 10 fastest wealth creators would be Rs 1.75

crore in 2024, a CAGR of 77% against 14% for
Nifty 50, it said.The study stated the industrial
gases and engineering company - Linde India is
the most consistent wealth creator. “We define
consistent wealth creators based on the number
of years the stock has outperformed in each of
the last 5 years. Where the number of years is the
same, the stock price CAGR decides the rank.
Based on this, over 2019-24, the relatively low-
profile Linde India has emerged as the Most
Consistent Wealth Creator,” said the report.
Linde has outperformed the Nifty Total Return
Index in last 5 years and has the highest price
CAGR of 68%.The analyses top 100 wealth-
creating companies during the period 2019-24.
Wealth created is calculated as the change in
market cap of companies between 2019 and
2024 (March ending), duly adjusted for
corporate actions such as mergers, de-mergers,
fresh issuance of capital, buyback, dividends,
etc.

500 stocks will be under T+0
settlement from January 31: Sebi

While the Sebi move is
aimed at speeding up the
settlement cycle, which
currently stands at T+1,
the same-day settlement
cycle will continue to he

optional.

NEW DELHI. The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) on
Tuesday said top 500 stocks listed on
the exchanges will be eligible for the
same-day settlement cycle (T+0) in a
phased manner. These stocks will be
available for settlement from January

the closure of the market. If investors
sell a share, they will get the money
credited to their account the same day,
and the buyer will also get the shares
in their demat account on the very day
of the transaction.The Sebi
announced a block deal window from
8.45 am to 9 am for the T+0 cycle, in
addition to the existing block deal
windows for the T+1 settlement.A
shortened settlement cycle will bring
cost and time efficiency, transparency
in charges to investors and strengthen
risk management at clearing
corporations and the overall securities
market ecosystem.The T+0 trade
cycleis expected to provide flexibility
in terms of faster pay-out of the funds
against the securities to the sellers and
faster pay-out of securities against the
funds to the buyers. It will allow better
control over funds and securities by

31, 2025.While the Sebi move is aimed

at speeding up the settlement cycle, which
currently stands at T+1, the same-day
settlement cycle will continue to be
optional.Currently, only 25 stocks are
available for the T+0 settlement. The beta
version of the settlement cycle was
launched in March this year, but the

response has been tepid, with negligible
volumes.Brokers will be permitted to
charge a differential brokerage for the
facility. Qualified stock brokers, or those
classified as large brokers given their
client size and volume managed, have
been directed to put in place processes and
systems for smooth implementation.In

December last year, the regulator had
proposed to introduce a facility for
clearing and settlement of funds and
securities on T+0 on an optional basis. It
had also proposed to introduce an optional
instant settlement at a later stage.Under
the T+0 trade cycle, the settlement of
trades will happen on the same day after

the investors.For the securities market
ecosystem, a shorter settlement cycle will
further free up capital in the securities
market, thereby enhancing the overall
market efficiency. It will enhance the
overall risk management of clearing
corporations (CCs) as the trades are
backed by upfront funds and securities.
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PNB Fraud: Mehul Choksi's Assets Worth Over 2 500 Crore To Be Auctioned

Money Laundering Act et T
(PMLA) court based in v i
Mumbai."In pursuance to the &L %
order, the process of handing

over of assets has been initiated
and properties worth more than ?
125 crore have been handed
over to the Liquidator of
Gitanjali Gems Ltd (a company
of Choksi).

‘Everything changed that day’

Manoj (19)Background: Family
moved from UP’s Jhinjhana to
Delhi in 2008; father stayed
back in village, working as a |
farm labourer. Belong to the SC
community.Case: Died
cleaning a sewer in Rohini’s Sector 3 in
2012

Case status: Trial pendingCompensation:
Family says they received only Rs 2 lakh of
the Rs 10 lakh compensation amount“l
moved to Delhi so I could give a good life
to my children... Everything changed the
day I lost my son... since my son passed
away, my health has been poor,” Manoj’s
mother Ram Kali (60), who lives in a JJ
cluster in Rohini, said.

"The handed over properties include six flats
in Kheni Tower at Santacruz in east
Mumbai and two factories/godowns
situated at Santacruz Electronic Export

AL To The Rescue: How Cops DMRC developing over 40 km of

Busted 2.7 Core Jewllry Tt underground corridors in Phase 4 expansion
ll] RajaSthal] NEW DELHI. The DMRC is & @i o = 0 g

developing over 40 km of new ~
New Delhi. A criminal gang that orchestrated a ? 2.70 | ynderground corridors as part of its
crore theft at a jeweller's shop in Rajasthan's Churu | phage 4 expansion, which
was caught after Artificial Intelligence was used to | onstitutes about 50% of the total &
generate pictures of the thieves. lines being developed across five
Churu Superintendent of Police Jai Yadav said that the | gifferent corridors, according to a
victim Chhaganlal Soni's jewellery shop in Uttarada |  genior DMRC official.
market was robbed of cash, gold and silver on | j¢ is constructing 27 underground
November 30. The masked thieves climbed on to the | ¢iations in Phase 4. The DMRC has .
shop's roof from an empty plot behind the shop and | 31ready completed a small g
broke the staircase door and entered inside.While q

S10C. underground section from Janakpuri
CCTV footage of the theft and the shop's vicinity was | West to Krishna Park of about 2 km.

This is an extension of the Magenta
Line, the officer said.This is a major
engineering feat since the
underground corridors are passing
through a variety of strata such as
crowded residential and commercial
areas in Sadar Bazar, Ajmal Khan
Park, etc., he said.

Generally, DMRC constructs the
underground metro stations using
conventional cut-and-cover
technology while the tunnels are built
with the help of tunnel boring
machines (TBM), the officer said.

properties, the sale proceeds would
be deposited in the Punjab National
Bank (PNB) and ICICI Bank
(affected lenders) as fixed deposits.

Choksi has been staying in Antigua
since 2018 after leaving
India.Choksi, his nephew, fugitive
diamond trader Nirav Modi and
their family members and
employees, bank officials and
others were booked by the ED and
the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) in 2018 for perpetrating the
alleged loan fraud at the Brady
House branch of the PNB in
Mumbai.

It was alleged that Choksi, his firm
Gitanjali Gems, and others "committed the
offence of cheating against PNB in
connivance with certain bank officials by
fraudulently getting the LoUs (letters of
undertaking) issued and got the FLCs
(foreign letter of credit) enhanced without
following prescribed procedure".

The agency has filed three chargesheets
against Choksi till now.Nirav Modi,
declared a fugitive economic offender, is
lodged in a London jail after he was held by
the authorities there in 2019 on the basis of
alegal request made by the ED and the CBI
in this case. He is contesting extradition to
India.

The federal agency said
in a statement that it
initiated the 'restitution
of assets' to the rightful
owners in this case
following an order
passed by a special
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
court based in Mumbai.

Processing Zone (SEEPZ) in the capital
city of Maharshatra," it saidThe ED has
attached or seized assets worth ? 2,565.90
crore in this PMLA case against Choksi
and the court has allowed "monetisation"
of all these properties.The agency said it
took "proactive steps" to initiate the
restitution process and the probe agency,
along with the affected banks, "agreed to
take a common stand" and moved the
court. The court, on September 10, ordered
that the ED would "facilitate" the banks,
liquidators in different Gitanjali Group
companies to carry out valuation and
auction of the attached or seized properties.
It also directed that after auction of the said

New Delhi. The Enforcement Directorate
Tuesday said it has begun restituting assets
worth more than ? 2,500 crore as part of a
money laundering investigation against
absconding businessman Mehul Choksi in
connection with the alleged ? 13,000 crore
PNB loan fraud case.

The federal agency said in a statement that it
initiated the 'restitution of assets' to the
rightful owners in this case following an
order passed by a special Prevention of

However,
Aerocity-Tughlakabad corridor near
Tughlakabad was built using the
NATM technology (New Austrian
Tunnelling Method). This method of
tunnelling has also been used earlier
by the DMRC with great success, the
officer said. TBMs are especially
useful for underground tunnelling
work in congested urban areas. The
DMRC has been using TBMs for its
tunnelling work since Phase 1.

a small section on the “While the Aerocity-Tughalakabad

corridor will have about 19 km of
underground corridor, the Janakpuri
West-RK Ashram Marg corridor will
have about 9 km of underground
sections. The Inderlok-Indraprastha
corridor will have over 11 km of
underground lines. The Majlis Park -
Maujpur and the Lajpat Nagar-Saket
G Block sections will not have any
underground stations,” the official
shared.

retrieved, ascertaining the identities of the thieves was
difficult as they wore masks on their faces and gloves
to avoid fingerprints. Further, the car used by the gang
also had a fake number plate.

Police searched about 1,000 CCTV cameras in
Ratangarh, Rajaldesar, Parsneu, Bidasar, Jaswantgarh
bypass and Ladnun. They also created photos of car
numbers and masked photos using Artificial

-:— New Delhi. A race against time

A race aq ainst ensued in Rajasthan's Dausa
as authorities pressed a pllmg
time ensued in

,/l[ &

rig machine into action to dig ¢
a 150-feet-deep tunnel near a

Intelligence and then sequenced with over 200 Ral asthan's borewell where a five-year-
pictures.Creating photos of the thieves helped the old boy is trapped since
police in arresting three accused, namely Bhagirath | Dausa as December 9.Aryan fell into =
Bawari, Ajay Singh Bawari and Yadaram Bawari, all e the open borewell on
residents of Uttar Pradesh. Two accused are yet to be authorities Monday evening while

caught.Yadav said that the gang had also stolen 4 kg
gold in West Bengal earlier.

LG: Launch drive against
illegal Bangladeshi
immigrants

NEW DELHI. The L-G secretariat has written to the
Chief Secretary and Police Commissioner asking for
initiating “strict action” against illegal Bangladeshi
immigrants residing in the national capital. The L-G
secretariat asked them to launch a special drive for two
months to identify the immigrants and take strict action
in a time-bound manner.A delegation of Ulemas and
Muslim leaders from Dargah Hazrat Nizamuddin and
Basti Hazrat Nizamuddin on Saturday expressed
concern about the attacks on Hindu and other minority

playing at a farm in Kalikhad
village, while rescue
operations were launched
around 4 pm. Rescuers were | =
deployed several ™
earthmovers and tractors to

dig a parallel hole, while also using rope and
other equipment to attempt pulling out the
child. Oxygen is being supplied to the child
through a pipe, whose condition is said to be
stable, as per news agency ANI. On Tuesday
night, an Xcmg 180 piling rig was deployed

pressed a piling
rig machine
into action to
rescue a five-
year-old boy
from a borewell.

N E—

New Delhi. Flagglng a "growing tendency
to misuse" laws protectmg women from
cruelty by their in-laws, the Supreme
Court has said courts must exercise
caution while deciding dowry harassment
cases to prevent unnecessary harassment
ofinnocent people.

The remarks are significant amid a
nationwide debate on the misuse of dowry
prohibition laws in the aftermath of a 34-
year-old man's suicide in Bengaluru.
Before he died by suicide, Atul Subhash
recorded an 80-minute video in which he
accused his estranged wife Nikita

shows that the wife's allegations
were "vague and omnibus". It also
said that some of the accused have
no connection to the matter and
"have been dragged into the web of
crime without any rhyme or reason".
"A mere reference to the names of
family members in a criminal case
arising out of a matrimonial dispute,
without specific allegations
indicating their active involvement
should be nipped in the bud," the
court said. "It is a well-recognised
fact, borne out of judicial

‘ﬁ“’

communities in Bangladesh.“Ulemas and Muslim
residents have requested that illegal Bangladeshi
infiltrators should neither be given houses on rent nor

at the rescue site.42 hours into the operation
to rescue Aryan, a tunnel has been dug up till
adepth of 70 feet amid temperature falling to
a minimum § degrees Celsius. Earlier, the
umbrella technique, also used during the
Uttarkashi tunnel rescue operations in
November 2023, did not succeed in

Delhi gears up for winter:
Authorities, NGOs ramp up
shelters for homeless

NEW DELHI. As peak winter approaches,
authorities and NGOs in the capital are gearing up
to provide shelter to thousands of destitute.The
Delhi Urban Shelter Improvement Board
(DUSIB), the nodal agency for improving the
quality of the life of slum dwellers, recently
announced that it has installed 235 pagoda tents
across the city to provide refuge to homeless
individuals during the harsh winter nights, as part
of the Delhi government’s 2024-25 winter action
plan. Launched on November 15, the plan
includes the setup of 250 tents, with the remaining
15 reserved for emergencies.However, in the past,
DUSIB shelters have proven to be inadequate in
providing housing to all of the city’s homeless.
The last official survey by the agency was
conducted in 2014 and estimated a total of 16,670
homeless individuals. NGOs say that the real
figure is far higher.

According to the Centre for Holistic Development
(CHD), 180 homeless people died as a result of
the cold last winter. The organisation also claimed
that at least 192 homeless people succumbed to
the heatwave in June this year. The National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) had even
issued a notice to the Delhi government on the
basis of the report.

In November, the Delhi High Court instructed the
Chief Secretary and other authorities to swiftly
act on a plea seeking a detailed survey of the
homeless population in Delhi. The court also
called for an assessment of the effectiveness of
existing shelter home services, ensuring
compliance with legal standards.Similarly, the
apex court sought details from the DUSIB on the
facilities available for housing the homeless in the
city, considering the approaching winter months.

“We are concerned. We are on the eve of what is
going to be a very chilly winter,” a top court bench,
led by Justice B R Gavai and Justice V
Viswanathan had observed. DUSIB currently
operates 197 shelters with a capacity for 7,092
individuals. Appearing for one of the petitioners,
advocate Prashant Bhushan said the total capacity
of shelter homes in Delhi was around 17,000
people and the DUSIB has demolished nine such
facilities.

In an interview with Nitesh Kumar, Program
Coordinator of the Society for Promotion of
Youth and Masses (SPYM), Prabhat Shukla
discusses the process and challenges in
countering homelessness. Excerpts.

How many such shelters does your organisation
run in Delhi?

In winter, we increase the number of homeless
shelters in operation. We currently have about 75
such shelters in the capital with a daily footfall of
200. In addition, we operate five de-addiction
shelters since a majority of the homeless
population are drug addicts. We also run recovery
shelters that cater to the sick homeless.

How are these shelters operated?

The footfall increases in winter. DUSIB has hired
siven agencies that operate homeless shelters in
15 clusters. We set up homes wherever we feel
the requirement for shelter. Each cluster also has
a rescue team and van which transports willing
people to nearby shelters.

3 Days On, 5-Year-Old Still Stuck In Rajasthan Borewell Piling Rig Deployed

retrieving the child.

National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF), and Civil Defence
teams have also reached the spot,"
Dausa District Magistrate
said.Meanwhile, Rajasthan minister
and BJP leader Kirodi Lal Meena
reached the site of operations where
Aryan's condition is being monitored
through a camera. "These incidents
happen across the country. There is
direction from the government but
no law. A law should be made
regarding covering borewells," he
said.

In September, a two-year-old girl was rescued
from a 35-foot open borewell in the Bandikui
area of Dausa after 18 hours of rescue
operations by NDRF and SDRF. The girl had
been stuck at a depth of 28 feet and a similar
approach was initiated to rescue her.

Amid Atul Subhash Suicide Shocker, Supreme
Court's Big Remark On Dowy Cases

awoman by her husband or his relatives.
The court noted that in recent years, there
has been a notable rise in matrimonial
disputes across the country,
accompanied by growing discord and
tension within the institution of
marriage. "...consequently, there has
been a growing tendency to misuse
provisions like Section 498 A of the IPC
as a tool for unleashing personal
vendetta against the husband and his
family by a wife.Making vague and
generalised allegations during
matrimonial conflicts, if not scrutinized,

employment by any establishment. They have requested
that their children should not be given admission in any
government or private school. The Muslim leaders have
also demanded removal of illegal infiltrators from roads,
footpaths, parks and other government lands,” the letter
read.

“The L-G has desired that a two-month long special drive
be launched for taking stringent and time-bound action
and weekly report be sent to the secretariat regularly,” it
added.

Singhania and her family of slapping
multiple cases on him and his family to
extort money from them. Atul Subhash
also criticised the justice system in his 24-
page suicide note.The Supreme Court's
tough remarks came as it set aside a
Telangana High Court order that had
refused to strike down a dowry
harassment case against a man, his
parents and other family members. The
court said an examination of the FIR

experience, that there is often a

tendency to implicate all the members of
the husband's family when domestic
disputes arise out of a matrimonial
discord," it added.Noting that such
sweeping accusations unsupported by
concrete evidence cannot form the basis
for prosecution, the bench of Justice BV
Nagarathna and Justice N Kotiswar Singh
said in its order, "Courts must exercise
caution in such cases to prevent misuse of

legal provisions and the legal process and
avoid unnecessary harassment of
innocent family members."

The court said Section 498A of the Indian

Penal Code, which punishes cruelty
against a woman by her husband or his
relatives, was incorporated into a law to
ensure swift intervention by the State.
With IPC replaced by Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, Section 80 now deals with dowry
death and Section 85 with cruelty against

will lead to the misuse of legal processes
and an encouragement for use of arm
twisting tactics by a wife and/or her
family. Sometimes, recourse is taken to
invoke Section 498A of the IPC against
the husband and his family in order to
seek compliance with the unreasonable
demands of a wife," the order said.The
court clarified that it was not stating that
any woman who has suffered cruelty
should remain silent.
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Argentina's Milei touts US
trade deal, says "happy
times' ahead

BUENOS AIRES. Argentine President Javier Milei
promised Tuesday that inflation will soon be "little
more than a bad memory" and vowed to pursue a free
trade deal with the United States next year.

"Happy times are coming in Argentina," Milei said in a
televised speech, in which he celebrated progress on
monthly inflation which has dropped under his cost-
slashing agenda, even as poverty has risen.

Milei said his government will seek a free trade
agreement with the United States next year and added
he will use his rotating presidency of the Mercosur
economic bloc to boost te autonomy of its members to
make deals.The self-proclaimed "anarcho-capitalist"
also promised a tax reform that would reduce national
taxation by 90 percent, and vowed to eliminate
Argentina's strict currency controls so that people can
"use the currency they want in their daily
transactions."On Tuesday morning, Milei promised
to cut taxes on exports from 2025 during a meeting
with leaders of the Argentine Rural Society, the entity
that brings together the large landowners of one of the
main food producers in the world.

Since taking office in December, Milei's government
has applied a drastic austerity program with the aim of
eliminating the budget deficit and taming chronic
inflation.It has slashed subsidies for transport, fuel
and energy, even as thousands of public servants lost
their jobs. While monthly inflation dropped to a three-
year low in October, the annual figure of 236.7
percent in August remains one of the highest in the
world.Poverty rose to 53 percent of the population in
the first half of 2024 -- up 11.2 percentage points
under Milei.

Want all parties to resolve
disagreements peacefully:
US on India-Bangladesh ties

WASHINGTON. The United States has said that it
wants India and Bangladesh to resolve their
differences peacefully.State Department
spokesperson Matthew Miler said this at his daily
news conference on Tuesday.

"We want to see all parties resolve their disagreements
peacefully," Miler said, responding to a question on
the recent visit of India's foreign secretary to
Bangladesh.During his visit early this week, Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri conveyed New Delhi's
"concerns" over the safety and security of minorities
in Bangladesh."l have underlined India's desire to
work closely with the interim government of
Bangladesh. At the same time, we also had the
opportunity to discuss certain recent developments
and issues, and I conveyed our concerns, including
those related to the safety and welfare of minorities,"
Misri told reporters in Dhaka at the end of his visit.

Humanitarian aid to North
Gaza mostly blocked for last
two months: UN

UNITED NATIONS. Humanitarian aid to North
Gaza, where Israel launched a ground offensive on
Oct. 6, has largely been blocked for the past 66 days,
the United Nations said Tuesday. That has left
between 65,000 and 75,000 Palestinians without
access to food, water, electricity or health care,
according to the world body.In the north, Israel has
continued its siege on Beit Lahiya, Beit Hanoun and
Jabaliya with Palestinians living there largely denied
aid, the UN. Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs, known as OCHA, said.
Recently, it said, about 5,500 people were forcibly
displaced from three schools in Beit Lahiya to Gaza
City.Adding to the food crisis, only four U.N.-
supported bakeries are currently operating
throughout the Gaza Strip, all of them in Gaza City,
OCHA said.Sigrid Kaag, the senior U.N.
humanitarian and reconstruction coordinator for
Gaza, told reporters after briefing the U.N. Security
Council behind closed doors Tuesday afternoon that
civilians trying to survive in Gaza face an “utterly
devastating situation.”She pointed to the breakdown
in law and order and looting that has exacerbated a
very dire situation and left the U.N. and many aid

organizations unable to deliver food and other
humanitarian essentials to hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians in need.Kaag said she and other U.N.
officials keep repeatedly asking Israel for access for
convoys to North Gaza and elsewhere, to allow in
commercial goods, to reopen the Rafah crossing
from Egypt in the south, and to approve dual-use
items.Israel’s U.N. Mission said it had no comment
on Kaag’s remarks.The U.N. has established the
logistics for an operation across Gaza, she said, but
there is no substitute for political will that
humanitarians don’t possess.“Member states
possess it,” Kaag said. And this is what she urged
Security Council members and keeps urging the
broader international community to press for — the
political will to address Gaza’s worsening
humanitarian crisis.
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Wildfire in Malibu destroys
homes, sends thousands fleeing

MALIBU. A ferocious fire tore through
Malibu on Tuesday, destroying at least
seven homes in one of California's most
desirable areas, and forcing thousands to
evacuate.Multimillion-dollar properties,
some owned by Hollywood celebrities,
were in the path of the blaze, which
exploded late Monday, fanned by powerful
winds and tinder-dry brush.Firefighters
were unable to get a foothold in the steep
canyons that surround the tony enclave
near Los Angeles, where towering flames
were devouring hillsides, blanketing the air
in choking smoke."We were completely
surrounded," resident Alec Gellis told
broadcaster KTLA."It was like 11 pm. We
hear people screaming. I walk outside -- the
sky is bright red."Within 45 minutes, it's
coming down the hillside and then within
an hour after that, we're fully surrounded,
houses burning down on one side. Ridge is
burning on the other side, mountains all
around us.

"It got pretty scary at one point."

Door-to-door response

thousands of people to leave their homes,
with many more told to be ready to flee if
conditions worsen."There are
approximately 20,000 affected citizens
under evacuation orders and evacuation
warnings," said Captain Jennifer Seeto of
Los Angeles County Sheriff."Fire can be
extremely unpredictable, and we highly
encourage residents in the fire areas to be
prepared. Have a plan and heed our
evacuation warnings and orders."Deputies
had gone door-to-door urging people to get
out as the flames began to spread on
Monday night.Malibu Mayor Doug
Stewart said the fire had been "traumatic,"
but vowed that the city and its people would
not be defeated."That's the way it is here in
Malibu. It burns, it comes back, and we're
resilient and strong." Actor Dick Van Dyke,
who celebrates his 99th birthday on Friday,
posted on Facebook that he and his wife
had fled their Malibu home."Arlene and I
have safely evacuated with our animals
except for (a cat that) escaped as we were
leaving. We're praying he'll be OK and that

terrible fires," he wrote.The city, which sits
a short drive from Hollywood's major
studios, has been home to some of the
biggest names in show business, with
present and former residents including
Lady Gaga, Leonardo DiCaprio, Jennifer
Aniston and Cher.AirdropsBy Tuesday
evening, the so-called Franklin Fire had
swelled to more than 2,800 acres (1,150
hectares) and was still raging out of control,
fanned by powerful seasonal winds that
have led to forecasters hoisting a "red flag
warning."Los Angeles County fire chief

were continuing to battle the flames, with
the help of aircraft that were dumping
thousands of gallons (litres) of water and
retardant from the air.Aerial
reconnaissance showed an unconfirmed
number of homes damaged and destroyed,
he told reporters."The entire fire area
remains under threat," he added.Tens of
thousandsof people across southern
California had their electricity cut off.
Utilities frequently de-energize lines
ahead of windy days to reduce the fire risk
from downed power lines.California
Governor Gavin Newsom said the state had
already secured a Fire Management
Assistance Grant from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency to assist
with the response."Fire officials and first
responders are working relentlessly to
protect lives and property from the
Franklin Fire," Newsom said in a
statement. Wildfires are a feature of life in
California and other parts of the US West,
and are often exacerbated at this time of
year by Santa Ana winds, which blow dry

Law enforcement officers have ordered

our community...

will survive these

World's Unluckiest Travellers: The
Harrowing Stories Of The Winners

World. A travel insurance company
has revealed the winners of the
World's Unluckiest Traveller awards
for 2024, featuring a collection of
frightening and bizarre travel
misadventures. This contest of
stories of travel nightmares received
nearly 500 entries from across North
America. After weeks of voting, a
winner has emerged.Julie S was
named the World's Unluckiest
Traveller and won $10,000. Her
story, "From Bodybag to
Skydiving," recounts a trip to
Phoenix with her friend Sam. After a
night of mishaps, Sam had to be
transported in a body bag due to space
constraints but recovered and insisted
on skydiving.The runner-up, Jennifer
G, shared her story "MexiNO!" about
her kidney failure diagnosis and
decision to travel before starting
dialysis. Her vacation in Mexico,

meant to escape Wisconsin winter,
turned disastrous with no beach, a
closed pool, and a mouldy, bedbug-
infested room without water. She spent
the night in the bathtub and won
$5,000.In third place, "Don't Look Up
While Walking" shares a cautionary
tale of visiting Maho Beach in Saint
Martin to see planes flying low over the

neighbouring Princess Juliana
Airport. The third-place winner
received $3,000. Fourth place went
to "A Trip That Took Many Years
Off My Life," about a mother and
her pre-teen son visiting southern
Italy for the first time, where the
child ended up in the hospital witha
bacterial infection requiring seven
days of ultrasounds. The fourth-
place winner received a set of
Victorinox luggage.According to
the web portal of the company,
Anna F received the fourth highest
votes (1,082 votes) and won the
fourth-place prize, a new set of
Victorinox luggage (valued at $1,900).
Our thanks to Victorinox for donating
this amazing prize. And, Sweepstakes
Winner Melanie A was a randomly
selected voter and won the sweepstakes
prize, a GoPro action camera and kit
(valued at $450).

Bangladesh acknowledges attacks on minorities;
says 88 cases filed, 70 arrested so far

World. Bangladesh has confirmed 88
cases of communal violence targeting
minorities, primarily Hindus, since the

occurred across various regions,
including Sunamganj in the northeast
and Gazipur in central Bangladesh.

the police are taking appropriate
action,” he said.

Pattern of attacks

departure of former Prime Minister “The number of cases and arrests is likely While the Bangladeshi government has

Sheikh Hasina in August. Interim
government head Muhammad Yunus’
press secretary, Shafiqul Alam,
revealed the figures on Tuesday, adding
that 70 individuals have been arrested
in connection with the attacks, as
reported by news agency PTI.

The announcement follows a visit by
Indian Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri,
who raised concerns about the safety
and welfare of minorities in
Bangladesh during meetings with the
country’s leadership. Misri expressed
India’s apprehensions over the
increasing number of attacks, urging
for enhanced protection of vulnerable
communities.He added that India seeks
a positive and mutually beneficial
relationship with Bangladesh,
emphasising the desire for a
constructive and people-centric
partnership. He expressed India's
willingness to work closely with the
current interim government in
Bangladesh to achieve these goals.

Cases and arrests

Alam told reporters that 88 cases had
been registered between August 5 and
October 22. The incidents reportedly

to increase as new incidents of violence
have been reported in Sunamganj,
Gazipur, and other areas,” Alam stated,

according to PTI.Authorities believe
that not all attacks were faith-based.
Alam suggested that some victims were
members or affiliates of Sheikh
Hasina’s former ruling party, the
Awami League, and may have been
targeted due to political affiliations or
personal disputes.“Some attacks
targeted individuals who were former
members of the ruling party or were the
result of personal disputes.
Nevertheless, since violence occurred,

maintained that many incidents were
not driven by religious intolerance, the
pattern of violence against minorities
has raised alarm. Hindus, who
comprise a small percentage of
Bangladesh’s population, have
historically faced sporadic communal
violence, often coinciding with
political transitions.Alam also
disclosed that details of incidents
occurring after October 22 will be
shared in a subsequent report, hinting
at the possibility of additional cases
coming to light.

| Regional and international concerns

The confirmation of these incidents has
intensified scrutiny from India. India
has previously voiced concerns over
the treatment of minorities in
Bangladesh, particularly during
periods of political instability.

The Bangladeshi government has
reassured both domestic and
international stakeholders of its
commitment to protecting minorities
and maintaining law and order.
Authorities have vowed to investigate
each incident and bring perpetrators to
Jjustice.

Anthony Marrone said 1,500 firefighters

desert air from the interior.

South Korea's former defence
chief attempted to kill self
after being arrested in
martial law case

SEOUL. South Korea’s previous defense minister was
stopped from attempting suicide while in detention
over last week's martial law, officials said, as police
were reported to be raiding President Yoon Suk Yeol’s
office Wednesday in their intensifying investigation.

The main liberal opposition Democratic Party also plans
to submit a new motion to impeach Yoon for his Dec. 3
declaration that imposed martial law.Yoon’s ill-
conceived power grab has paralyzed South Korean
politics, frozen its foreign policy, and rattled financial
markets, greatly reducing his chances of completing
his five-year term and casting a turbulent shadow over
one of Asia’s most robust democracies.

Shin Yong Hae, commissioner general of of the Korea
Correctional Service, told lawmakers Wednesday that
Kim tried to kill himself at a detention center in Seoul.
He said that Kim's suicide attempt failed after center
officials stopped him and that he is in a stable
condition now.At the same parliament committee

1

meeting, Justice Minister Park Sung Jae confirmed
Kim's failed suicide attempt.Kim was arrested earlier
Wednesday after a Seoul court approved a warrant for
him on allegations of playing a key role in a rebellion
and committing abuse of power. Kim became the first
person formally arrested over the Dec. 3 martial law
decree.Later in the day, National Police Agency
Commissioner General Cho Ji Ho and Kim Bong-sik,
head of the metropolitan police agency of the capital,
Seoul, were detained over their actions during martial
law. They are being investigated for their roles in
deploying police forces to the National Assembly to
block lawmakers from voting to lift Yoon’s martial
law decree.South Korean police also searched Yoon's
office Wednesday over his martial law decree, Yonhap
news agency reported. Other South Korean media also
carried similar reports. but Yoon's office and police
have notimmediately confirmed the search.

The country’s main law enforcement institutions are
focusing on finding whether Yoon and others involved
in imposing martial law committed the crime of
rebellion.Yoon survived an impeachment attempt last
Saturday when the ruling party boycotted the vote, but
the Democratic Party is aiming to put the new motion
to a vote on Saturday.

Man accused of killing UnitedHealthcare's CEO
shouts on way into courthouse, fights extradition

ALTOONA.The man charged with murder
in the killing of the CEO of
UnitedHealthcare made it clear he wasn’t
going to make things easy on authorities,
shouting unintelligibly and writhing in the
grip of sheriff’s deputies as he was led into
court and then objecting to being brought to
New York to face trial. The displays of
resistance Tuesday weren’t expected to
significantly delay legal proceedings for
Luigi Nicholas Mangione, who was
charged in last week’s Manhattan killing of
Brian Thompson, the leader of the United
States’ largest medical insurance company.
Little new information has come out about
possible motivation, though writings found
in Mangione's possession hinted at a vague
hatred of corporate greed.In his first public
words since he was arrested at a
McDonald’s in Pennsylvania after a five-
day search, the 26-year-old Ivy League
graduate from a prominent Maryland real
estate family emerged from a patrol car
shouting about an “insult to the intelligence
of the American people” while deputies

pushed him inside a courthouse.A
law enforcement bulletin obtained by
The Associated Press said that at the
time of his arrest, Mangione was
carrying a handwritten document
expressing anger with what he called
“parasitic” health insurance
companies and a disdain for
corporate greed and power.He wrote
that the U.S. has the most expensive
health care system in the world and
that profits of major corporations
continue to rise while “our life
expectancy” does not, according to
the bulletin.Mangione remained jailed in
Pennsylvania, where he was initially
charged with possession of an unlicensed
firearm, forgery and providing false
identification to police.Manhattan
prosecutors were beginning to take steps to
bring Mangione to New York, but at a brief
hearing Tuesday, defense lawyer Thomas
Dickey said his client will not waive
extradition and instead wants a hearing on
the issue. Mangione was denied bail after

prosecutors said he was too dangerous to be
released.He mostly stared straight ahead at “To the Feds, "1l keep this short, because I do

the hearing, occasionally looking at papers,
rocking in his chair or looking back at the
gallery.“You can’t rush to judgment in this
case or any case,” Dickey said afterward.

New York police officials have said
Mangione was carrying a gun like the
one used to kill Thompson and the
same fake ID the suspected shooter
had used to check into a New York
hostel, along with a passport and other
fraudulent IDs.A law enforcement
official who wasn’t authorized to
discuss the investigation publicly and
spoke with The Associated Press on
condition of anonymity said a three-
page, handwritten document found
with Mangione included a line in
which he claimed to have acted alone.

respect what you do for our country. To
save you a lengthy investigation, I state
plainly that I wasn’t working with anyone,”
the document said, according to the official.

“He’s presumed innocent. Let’s not forget Thompson, 50, was killed Dec. 4 as he

that.”Mangione was arrested in Altoona,
Pennsylvania, about 230 miles (about 370
kilometers) west of New York City, after a
McDonald’s customer recognized him and
notified an employee, authorities said.

walked alone to a Manhattan hotel for an
investor conference. From surveillance
video, New York investigators determined
the shooter quickly fled the city, likely by
bus.
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NEWS BOX
Josh Hazlewood in, Scott

Boland out for Gabba Test

Brett Lee delivers verdict

New Delhi. Brett Lee has said that if Josh
Hazlewood is fit for the Gabba Test against
India then he should slot back into the
Australia lineup instead of Scott Boland.
Hazlewood had missed the Adelaide Test
win due to a side strain as Boland came in to
replace him. During the match, the pacer,
who was playing his first Test in almost 18
months, picked up 5 wickets across both
innings. Boland's efforts proved to be crucial
as Australia won the match by 10 wickets to
level the series. The Australian medical staff
will now examine Hazlewood and see how
he will perform during the main training
session on Thursday, December 12, before
making a call. Lee said that it would be tough
to drop Boland, but if Hazlewood is fit then
he would come back into the side.

“Look it’s a tough one but you’d have to go
back on form and what Josh Hazlewood has
done,” Lee said on Fox Cricket. “For me

[ -

personally, Josh Hazlewood slips straight
back in. Ifhe’s fully fit he gets the new ball or
atleast is definitely back in the team.”

Boland the new MacGill?

Lee would draw parallels between Boland and
Stuart MacGill's career. MacGill was the
backup to the great Shane Warne during his
career and Lee felt that Boland is a bit
unfortunate he is part of an era that has Pat
Cummins, Mitchell Starc and Hazlewood in
it.“It’s unfortunate for Scott Boland because
when he’s had his opportunity he’s nailed it,”
Lee said.“I look at Scott Boland and I
probably think he’s a bit like MacGill
playing in the Warne era. MacGill took 200
Test wickets bowling when Shane Warne
was either injured or out for other reasons.
So he was a quality, quality bowler."

"Boland could be in any team around the
world. Any playing nation. But
unfortunately, when you’ve got Starc,
Cummins and Hazlewood, they’re still
doing the business and they’re in his way at
the moment. It’s nothing against Boland
because he’s bowled the house down."

SA vs PAK: Linde, Miller
star as South Africa down
Pakistan in 1st T20l

New Delhi. George Linde's sensational all-
round performance powered South Africa to
an 11-run victory over Pakistan in the first
T20I at Kingsmead, Durban. Returning to
the international stage after three years,
Linde delivered a stunning 24-ball 48 with
the bat and followed it up with figures of 4-
21. His heroics secured him the Player-of-
the-Match award, despite narrowly missing
a hat-trick in the penultimate over after a
successful review denied him the feat.

Pakistan's chase faltered despite Mohammad
Rizwan’s late surge. The captain, who
initially struggled with a sluggish 36 off 44
balls, redeemed himself by finishing with 74
off 62. His valiant effort, however, fell short
as Pakistan could not recover from a slow
middle phase and an inexperienced middle
order.

SAvs PAK 1st T20I Highlights

South Africa fielded a largely second-string
side but found inspiration in David Miller's

masterful 82 off 40 balls. Coming in early at
No. 4 after a shaky start, Miller dismantled
Pakistan's bowling attack with impeccable
timing and brute power. His assault on
spinners Sufiyan Mugeem and Abrar Ahmed
was particularly destructive, including three
consecutive sixes off Abrar in the 10th over.
Miller's dominance propelled South Africa
to 163, despite a late collapse triggered by
Pakistan’s bowlers.Pakistan’s chase began
promisingly with Saim Ayub providing a
brisk start, but the loss of Babar Azam for a
duck and a tight middle-over spell by South
Africa turned the tide. Linde and his fellow
bowlers stifled Pakistan’s scoring while
picking up regular wickets, leaving them
needing an improbable 19 runs off the final
over. Despite a dramatic 17th over that went
for 24 runs, South Africa held their nerve,
with 18-year-old Kwena Maphaka
redeeming himself in the last over by
dismissing Rizwan to seal the win.

New Delhi.

Kylian Mbappe injured Ancelotti hopes
ho serious issue with Real Madrid star

Real Madrid boss Carlo Ancelotti
is hoping that Kylian Mbappe's
injury he sustained in the UEFA
Champions League clash against
Atalanta on Tuesday, December
10. Mbappe was in fine form
during the match before the

injury forced him off the field.

New Delhi. Carlo Ancelotti expressed hope
that Kylian Mbappe’s injury is not serious
after the forward played a pivotal role in Real
Madrid’s thrilling 3-2 Champions League
win against Atalanta on Tuesday. Mbappe,
under scrutiny for a slow start to life at Real
following his free transfer from Paris Saint-
Germain, delivered a standout performance
before being forced off in the first half.The
French star opened the scoring in the 10th
minute with a sharp finish and caused

constant problems for Atalanta’s defence
with his electrifying runs. However, his
night was cut short in the 35th minute when
he went down and signaled for a substitution,
making way for Rodrygo.

Vinicius Jr, returning to action after a two-
week absence due to a muscle injury, had a
subdued performance overall but seized his
opportunity in the 56th minute. The
Brazilian slotted home a rebound to restore
Real’s lead after Charles De Ketelaere had
levelled for Atalanta with a penalty just

before halftime.Jude Bellingham extended
the advantage three minutes later with a
composed finish following a swift
counterattack, putting the reigning
champions in a commanding position.
Despite Ademola Lookman pulling one back
in the 65th minute to set up a nervy finale,
Real Madrid held firm.Thibaut Courtois was
instrumental in preserving the victory,
making a series of crucial saves as Atalanta
piled on the pressure late in the game. The
win moves Real Madrid to nine points in the

Rohit Sharma should sacrifice his position
for India’s future: Cheteshwar Pujara

IND vs AUS, 3rd Test: Rohit Sharma
should continue to bat in the middle-
order feels Cheteshwar Pujara. Pujara
wants KL Rahul and Yashasvi Jaiswal to
continue in the top order keeping
India's future in mind.

New Delhi. India captain Rohit Sharma
should bat in the middle order in the
Brisbane Test match, said Cheteshwar
Pujara. Speaking ahead of the 3rd Test, set to
start on December 14, Pujara argued that
Rohit should sacrifice his position thinking
about the future of Indian cricket.Sharma,
who had skipped the first Test match of the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy 2024/25 had a
terrible outing in the pink ball Test match at
Adelaide, scoring a total of 9 runs across two
innings. Rohit got consistently troubled on
his off and middle stumps and lost his wicket
to Scott Boland and Pat Cummins.Speaking
on ESPNcricinfo, Pujara asked Rohit to
work on his technique and argued that a
bigger front-foot stride might help him in

Australia. Pujara also advocated that Rohit
should sacrifice his opener's spot for KL
Rahul and Yashasvi Jaiswal, thinking about
the future of the Indian team."He has not
scored a lot of runs against New Zealand and
he did not start well in Australia, so there is a
bit of pressure on him to perform. But
someone like him who knows his game will
just have to be more positive, and work a bit
more on his footwork. If he has a slightly
bigger stride, it will help him," Cheteshwar
Pujara said in a video by ESPNcricinfo in the

build-up to the Brisbane Test match.
Border-Gavaskar Trophy: Full Coverage
"The stump line has been troubling him a lot.
He has been getting out bowled and LBW,
which is a bit of concern for him. That's the
line he will have to work on in the nets,
because in the balls outside off stump, he is
looking more comfortable. I think he
should continue to bat at No.6. We are
looking at India's future, KL Rahul and
Yashasvi Jaiswal. They batted really well
in the 1st Test match, Shubman also is
likely to bat at No.3. We should think
about the long term and that's why I think
that Rohit should continue to bat at No.6,"
he further added. KL Rahul and Yashasvi
Jaiswal were the stars of India's first Test
match of the series, hitting 200 runs between
them. That allowed India to dominate
Australia in Perth and secure a massive 295-
run win. In the second Test match however,
India were drubbed by Australia, as they lost
the match by 10 wickets, due to twin batting
failures.The third Test match of the series
will be played at the iconic Gabba. The game
will startat 5:50 AM IST on 14 December.

W1 vs BAN: Jayden Seales, Brandon King help
hosts clinch series with clinical win

W1 vs BAN: Hosts West Indies beat Bangladesh
in the second ODI of the series to take an
unassailable lead of 2-0. Jayden Seales won
the player of the match award with a
sensational four-wicket haul.

New Delhi. The West Indies won a One-Day
international series against Bangladesh for
the first time in 10 years. Playing the 2nd
ODI of the series on Tuesday, 10 December,
the hosts put in a clinical performance, first
restricting Bangladesh to 227 and then
chasing it down in just 37 overs with 7
wickets in hand.The dominating victory
helped Windies clinch the series with a
game to spare as they look to rebuild their
ODI side after missing out on the ODI World
Cup 2023 spot.It's great to see the bowlers
bounce back the way they did,” captain Shai

Hope said. “Gotta tick boxes and keep
improving. We were clinical. We've been
struggling to win series at home (s0) hope to
finish 3-0 now.”On the same pitch where the
West Indies won by five wickets on Sunday,
the par score was 300. But fast bowler
Jayden Seales undercut Bangladesh with
three wickets in the first powerplay. Seales
returned to bag Mahmudullah for 62 in the
45th over and finish with a match-deciding
4-22 in nine overs.The chase was almost a

formality. Brandon King and Evin Lewis
opened with a 109-run partnership in 21
overs. King led with 82 and Lewis and
Keacy Carty were out just short of half-
centuries.Bangladesh was 115-7 in the
26th over when Tanzim Hasan Sakib
joined Mahmudullah and they rescued
the innings. While they were batting
with increasing ambition, Bangladesh
could dream of 270-280.Mahmudullah
reached fifty off 84 balls, and Tanzim
was closing on his when he was out caught
and bowled by off-spinner Roston Chase.
Tanzim had 45 off 62 and the partnership
reached 92 runs from 106 balls.
Mahmudullah was out in the next over for 62
off 92.In the chase, Lewis was slower to get
in a groove than King and was dropped on
28. King and Lewis were both hit on the
body in the 40s while attempting pulls at
Nahid Rana.

group standings, keeping them in the
hunt for a top-eight finish and automatic
progression to the Round of 16.Ancelotti
said that Mbappe suffered a lower pelvis
discomfort and wasn't able to
sprint."Mbappe has suffered an
overload, an ischial (lower pelvis)
discomfort," Ancelotti told Movistar
Plus.

"It doesn't seem serious, but we'll see
tomorrow after the exams. He couldn't
sprint, it was bothering him a bit and we
decided to make the substitution."

Very important win

Ancelotti said that it was a very important
win for his side as the race heats up for
the top 8 spot. While the Madrid boss
admitted that an automatic qualification
spot will be difficult, he is looking
forward to the next 2 games to see how

many points they can pick up."It's a very
important victory, not everyone wins here,"
Ancelotti said."We suffered and fought hard,
there is no Champions League without
suffering. They were pushing, but we started
well in the second half. We are very happy. It
was a win that is very good for us, not just for
the points, but to build confidence."It's still
difficult to finish in the top eight, but we have
two games to pick up points. Let's see what
happens."

AUS vs IND: Can Rishabh Pant
repeat 2021 Gabba heroics as
India eye comeback

New Delhi. India wicketkeeper-batter Rishabh

Pant will return to the very place which made
him the star that he’s today, as India travel to
Brisbane for the third Test of the ongoing
Border-Gavaskar Trophy. Rohit Sharma’s
men have been left shaken by a ten-wicket
loss in Adelaide as their horror show against
the pink ball continued. Pant has also looked
far from his best in the series so far, having
scored just 87 runs from two matches.The
second Test in Adelaide saw Pant play some
audacious shots in the second innings as he
came down the track against the seamers
despite India losing wickets from the other
end. However, Australia are yet to see the
vintage Pant back who sealed his spot in the
Indian Test team on the back two heroic
knocks on the last tour.Sydney was the first
place which witnessed a new emerging star in
Indian cricket in 2021 as Pant tore apart
Nathan Lyon smashing him to all corners of
the historic venue. Courtesy of his blistering
97 (118), India came mighty close to chasing
down the massive target of 407 but eventually
had to settle for a draw.However, Pant
accomplished in the very next Test in
Brisbane what he couldn’t in Sydney, as his
unbeaten 89* helped India register their
highest run chase in SENA (South Africa,
England, New Zealand and Australia)

countries of 328. The victory held even
greater significance as it ended Australia’s
32-year-long unbeaten streak at the Gabba
and also helped India win their second
successive series down under.The series rose
Pant’s stocks in world cricket like no other, as
his name became synonymous with India’s
greatest Test series victory in overseas
conditions. His career also skyrocketed post
the Gabba heroics as he began being touted as
the best wicketkeeper batter in the world.
Since the 2020-21 tour of Australia, Pant has
scored 1966 runs from 27 matches at an
average of 44.68 and a strike rate of 77.61
since the last Australia tour.Rishabh Pant
hungry for more after Test comebackPant
recently made a sensational comeback to Test
cricket after 21 months with a century against
Bangladesh in Chennai followed by knocks
0f99, 60 and 64 against New Zealand.

UEFA Champions League: Real Madrid snap
losing run, Liverpool remain unbeaten

w Real Madrid halted their losing streak with
a thrilling 3-2 victory over Atalanta, while
Liverpool continued their winning run by
defeating Girona. Bayern Munich also
secured a commanding win over Shakhtar
Donetsk.

Real Madrid ended their two-
game losing streak in the Champions League
with a hard-fought 3-2 victory against Serie A
leaders Atalanta, while Liverpool maintained
their winning run in the competition by
downing Girona on Tuesday, December 10.
Bayern Munich, PSG, Bayern Leverkusen,
Brest and Aston Villa also secured wins on
Tuesday.

Kylian Mbappe opened the scoring for Los

Blancos in the 10th minute with a precise

finish but was forced off shortly after due to
injury. Charles De Ketelaere levelled the
match with a penalty just before halftime,
awarded after Aurelien Tchouameni tripped
Sead Kolasinac. In the second half, Real
Madrid regained control as Vinicius Jr
capitalised on a rebound to put the holders
ahead in the 56th minute. Moments later,
Jude Bellingham extended the lead with a
clinical counterattack. Atalanta pulled one
back through Ademola Lookman in the 65th
minute, but Thibaut Courtois delivered a
masterclass in goal to secure Madrid's three
points.Real Madrid now sit 18th in the 36-
team table with nine points, while Atalanta
remain ninth on 11 points, both vying for a
spot in the top eight for direct qualification to
the last 16.Liverpool Maintain Perfect
Record with Girona VictoryLiverpool
continued their flawless Champions League

campaign, grinding out a 1-0 win at Girona.
Mohamed Salah converted a penalty in the
63rd minute after Luis Diaz was fouled,
sealing Liverpool’s sixth win in as many
matches.Girona put up a resilient fight,
particularly in the first half, forcing several
saves from Liverpool’s goalkeeper Alisson.
The hosts, however, couldn’t capitalise on
their counterattacking opportunities, leaving
them rooted in 30th place with just three

points. Liverpool remain atop the standings
with 18 points, five clear of second-placed
Inter Milan.

Bayern Munich Thrash Shakhtar Donetsk
Bayern Munich secured their first away win of
the Champions League season with a
commanding 5-1 triumph over Shakhtar
Donetsk. Shakhtar struck early through
Kevin in the fifth minute, but Konrad Laimer
equalised six minutes later. Thomas
Mueller’s goal on the stroke of halftime gave
Bayern the lead.Michael Olise shone in the
second half, converting a penalty in the 70th
minute before adding another in stoppage
time. Jamal Musiala also chipped in with a
late goal, completing a dominant
performance for the German giants. The win
propels Bayern into eighth place with 12
points, while Shakhtar languish in 27th with
just four.
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] Spills The Beans On Her
Appearance In Varun Dhawan’s
Bhediya 2

hraddha Kapoor, known for her humble attitude and
strong acting skills is currently attending the ongoing
Red Sea International Film Festival 2024 in Saudi
Arabia. Amidst this, she engaged in a candid conversation
where she revealed some exciting details about her upcoming
projects.In an interview with Pinkvilla, Shraddha Kapoor
opened up about her upcoming projects. The actress was asked
if she would be a part of Varun Dhawan’s Bhediya 2. For
context, in a pre-credit scene of her last film, Stree 2, Bhaskar
(played by Dhawan) asks another character in the movie, Jana

(played by Abhishek Banerjee) to set him up with Stree (played

by Shraddha). Although Jana declines, Bhaskar continues to plead

with him. This made the audience curious whether Shraddha
would be part of Bhediya 2.

Shraddha said, “Only time will tell if any more cameos of mine come

up in any of the other Maddock films. I don’t know yet." The

actress also mentioned that she will soon announce her upcoming
projects. She said, “Very soon, [ will share the films that I will be
doing, which I will be shooting for next year.”

In the same conversation, Shraddha was also asked about her

opinion of Kiran Rao’s directorial Laapataa Ladies being India’s

entry for the Oscars 2025. Talking about the same, the actress,
heaped praises on the film and admitted that she loved it. She

- said, “It’s so amazing to see that good films are getting their due

and appreciation." The social drama also stars Nitanshi Goel,
Pratibha Ranta, Ravi Kishan, and Sparsh Shrivastav, among
others, inkey roles.

She further expressed, “I feel any film that gets its due and
recognition is a great feeling, and it only sets a standard. It only
inspires more people to be true to the craft," adding, “People
will know that acha thik hai, my focus should be on doing good
work or making good films, and that’s it. If I do that, people will

be watching."Meanwhile, Shraddha’s last film Stree 2 became

the highest-grossing film of all time after collecting nearly Rs 580

crore at the box office.

ctor Kareena Kapoor Khan, who played Rupa in Laal

Singh Chadha, spoke about her character in the film

while comparing it to her role in Singham Again. The
actor also mentioned how Aamir Khan was "shattered"
after their 2022 film tanked at the box office. Kareena was
a part of a roundtable discussion for The Hollywood
Reporter India, also joined by Vicky Kaushal, Shabana
Azmi, Rajkummar Rao, Pratik Gandhi, Kani Kusruti,
and Anna Ben.

Kareena Kapoor called Laal Singh Chadha "a
beautiful and honest film". "You have such
stalwarts like Aamir who believed in that film. He
was shattered. He met me somewhere and said,
'Picture nahi chali hamari na, tu baat toh karegi na
mujhse?' (Our movie didn’t work. You will still talk
to me, right?)." I said, "We are actors, I am the most
proud that you gave me Rupa [her character]'," she
said.

Emphasising how proud she is of the character she played
in the film, Kareena said, "I feel what Rupa has done
more for me than what a Singham [Again] can do.”

Shabana Azmi, who participated in the roundtable, asked
Kareena the reason behind her statement. The Chameli
actor said, "The character that Advait [Chandan]
wrote was so beautiful, and I loved playing
it. There is so much to think of. We didn't
make that movie thinking that it would
make Rs 500 crore. It was just made
with all heart. Everybody gave their
best."

Laal Singh Chadha was released
amid a lot of backlash. Though
the film garnered critical
appreciation, it failed to perform
at the box office by earning a
lifetime collection of Rs 61.36
crore in India and Rs 133.50
crore worldwide.

Kareena Kapoor Khan
reflected on the emotional
aftermath of Laal Singh
Chadha's box office failure.
The actor further highlighted
her character, Rupa, sharing
that it has done more for her
than Singham Again has.

Leenat Aman reveals how Khaike
Paan became a surprise hit after
it was rejected

uﬁld

eteran actor Zeenat Aman recently

shared a delightful anecdote about one of

the most iconic songs in Bollywood
history, Khaike Paan Banaraswala, from the
film Don. The song, which has remained
etched in the hearts of fans for decades, was not
originally meant to be part of the film Banarasi
Babu, as Zeenatreveals in her Instagram post.

According to Zeenat's post, the song was initially
created for Dev Anand's Banarasi Babu, but it
was rejected for being "too frivolous."
However, Director Chandra Barot, who had
completed shooting his action-thriller Don,
starring Amitabh Bachchan in a double role,
realised that the film needed a lighter moment
to balance the intense plot. As a result, the cast
and crew returned to Mehboob Studio for an
additional shoot to film the song, which went
on to become a surprising hit.

Zeenat recounted how the number was brought
to life with Kishore Kumar’s infectious vocals,
aplayful beat, and an energetic performance by
Amitabh Bachchan, which set the stage for one
of the most memorable tracks in Indian
cinema. "l remember most acutely the quantity
of paan that Mr Bachchan consumed and the
sheer energy he brought to set," Zeenat wrote,
recalling the fun-filled days of shooting.

She also noted the physical challenge of shooting
the sequence. "He was one of just two male
leads at the time who was considerably taller
than my 5 feet 8 inches," she mentioned,
adding that it was a rare instance where the
director had her dancing in "proper" high heels
for the song.

Khaike Paan Banaraswala quickly became a
national sensation, with media reports
suggesting that moviegoers were returning to
cinemas time and again just to enjoy this one
song. The track’s playful lyrics, catchy rhythm,
and vibrant performances made it a household
anthem. Zeenat also reflected on how the song
was later reenacted by Shah Rukh Khan and
Priyanka Chopra in the 2006 remake of Don,
directed by Farhan Akhtar. She appreciated
how their version of the number was equally
upbeat and catchy, echoing the magic that
made the original so special.

SRK impressed by Baby John

distributor's cut, predicts it could

be as big as Jawan
|
Shah Rukh Khan, impressed by Baby
John's distributor's cut, predicted it could
match the success of Jawan, highlighting
its potential as a box office hit.

blockbuster with Jawan in 2023, has

reportedly watched the distributor’s cut of
Varun Dhawan’s Baby John. According to
insiders, SRK was highly impressed by what he
saw, drawing comparisons between the potential
success of Baby John and Jawan.

Shah Rukh Khan, known for his sharp eye for
cinematic excellence, believes Baby John has all
the ingredients to become a box office sensation.
Filmmaker Atlee, who worked with SRK in
Jawan, made him watch the director's cut of
Baby John. For the unversed, he helmed the
Tamil version of the film, Theri, starring
Thalapathy Vijay.

After praising the trailer, Shah Rukh Khan was
mighty impressed with Baby John. “SRK
watched the distributor's cut of Baby John and
was very impressed. He believes the film will be
as big as Jawan. SRK even called Kalees
[director| and praised him for his work in the
film,” a source close to the production told India
Today Digital. An insider revealed that the film
also boasts a powerful performance by Varun,
whose portrayal of the titular character is
expected to leave a lasting impact.

Baby John stars Varun Dhawan, alongside Keerthy
Suresh, Wamiqa Gabbi, and Jackie Shroff. The
film is expected to be a gripping narrative with a
blend of action, drama, and emotion. It releases
on December 25.

Shah Rukh Khan, who delivered a massive
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