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Reimagining anti-
drug strategies in
Haryana

INDIA is in the throes of a drug-abuse epidemic
that imperils not just individual lives but also the
social and economic foundations of the nation.
This crisis ripples across families, communities
and public health systems, demanding urgent
and innovative solutions. While law
enforcement has made strides in curbing the
supply chain, addressing the demand side of the
problem remains a formidable challenge. In this
battle, effective communication and awareness
campaigns are indispensable. Yet, traditional
approaches — lectures and fear-based
messaging — have failed to resonate, especially
with the youth, who are most vulnerable to
substance abuse.Haryana has pioneered a
transformative anti-drug communication model
that breaks away from outdated methods.
Rooted in cultural relevance, informed by
behavioural science and enhanced by
technology, this holistic strategy not only warns
against drug use but empowers individuals to
make informed decisions and develop resilience.
Haryana’s approach exemplifies how
innovative, people-centred strategies can create
lasting impact.Conventional anti-drug
initiatives often rely on one-way
communication, emphasising the dangers of
drug use or issuing stern warnings. While well-
intentioned, these methods rarely address the
deeper causes of substance abuse such as peer
pressure, stress, emotional isolation and poor
coping mechanisms. For young people, these
campaigns often appear disconnected from their
realities, diminishing their effectiveness.

Recognising these shortcomings, Haryana
reinvented its communication strategy to
meaningfully engage audience. The state shifted
from fear-based messaging to participatory,
relatable and empowering approaches, tailored
to its communities’ cultural and social contexts.
This paradigm shift has proven crucial in
bridging the gap between awareness and
action.At the heart of Haryana’s innovative
approach is ‘Chakravyuh,’ an educational escape
room that uses immersive learning to impart life
skills and promote drug resistance. Participants
work in teams to solve real-life scenarios,
navigating challenges that require critical
thinking, ethical decision-making and
teamwork. This interactive format moves
beyond just highlighting the dangers of drug use;
it equips participants with essential skills such as
resilience, focus and collaboration, which are
vital for resisting peer pressure and making
positive choices.Unlike traditional lectures,
which often fail to engage, the ‘Chakravyuh’
transforms learning into a memorable and
impactful experience. Participants leave with
knowledge and practical tools they can apply
daily. Haryana has adapted the ‘Chakravyuh’
concept into a digital format to broaden its reach.
Collaborating with developers through
hackathons, the state has created a mobile game,
replicating the escape room experience. This
gamified approach leverages the popularity of
digital platforms among young people, making
anti-drug education engaging and accessible.

This technological innovation is particularly
significant in bridging the urban-rural divide. By
delivering interactive content to underserved
areas, the digital initiative ensures inclusivity.
Additionally, it opens avenues for private sector
partnerships, fostering further innovation and
scalability.Haryana’s model also integrates
cultural and spiritual elements to connect with its
audience. One standout initiative is ‘Ram
Gurukul Gaman,’ a musical drama inspired by
the story of Lord Rama’s exile. The play serves
as a metaphor for resilience and courage in
overcoming life’s adversities, delivering a
compelling message: challenges are inevitable
but can be met with strength and determination.

THE election of Donald Trump as the next US President is
causing ripples in many sectors — ranging from climate
change to immigration. The space sector was also added
to the list when the President-elect nominated 41-year-
old Jared Isaacman as the next administrator
of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA).

Isaacman is not a space scientist, an engineer
or a public administrator but an
entrepreneur-businessman. His connection
with the space sector is that he has flown to
space twice as a space tourist; is a trained jet
pilot; and holds a stake in SpaceX — the
firm founded by Elon Musk. His nomination
— subject to congressional confirmation —
has, therefore, raised eyebrows in the space
industry.

Musk and Isaacman are friends. The former
has also been nominated to co-lead the
Department of Government Efficiency.
Apart from carrying out space missions for
NASA, Musk’s business interests include
launching space-based Internet service
globally — using a constellation of satellites
under a venture called Starlink. The
company’s application for providing satellite-based
Internet services in India is pending with the Central
Government and its clearance is subject to security
approval from the Ministry of Home Affairs. Musk and
his partner Isaacman becoming part of the Trump
administration is likely to impact NASA’s policies as
well as the space sector globally over the next four
years. The appointments come at a critical point for the
American space agency, which is planning a return to the
moon. NASA conquered the Cold War-era of space race,
when it successfully landed humans on the lunar surface

Why Baku climate change summit failed women

Climate initiatives that explicitly include women have been shown to produce better outcomes for entire communities.

THE most recent United Nations Climate Change

Conference (COP29) focused on finance, but it fell
short in many ways. As representatives from several
developing countries walked out in protest, the
contentious negotiations defied the odds to produce
a commitment — the Baku Climate Unity Pact —
from developed economies to deliver $300 billion in
climate funding annually to their poorer
counterparts by 2035. That is triple the target agreed
in 2009 (and reached, for the first time, in
2022), but it is nowhere near the estimated
$1.3 trillion in annual financing that
developing economies will need over this
period. Although the agreement represents
progress, we must recognise it merely as a
starting point.But insufficient financing is
only part of the problem. The reality is that as
world leaders clashed in Baku amid
unprecedented international tensions, the true
battle being waged was for the future of
climate finance — and the role of women in
it. Women and children are 14 times more
likely to die in climate-related disasters than
men and women comprise 80 per cent of
those displaced by extreme weather. These
disparities are not incidental but are rooted in
systemic inequalities. Yet the so-called New
Collective Quantified Goal on climate
finance includes just one reference to women
and girls. In paragraph 26, it "urges parties
and other relevant actors to promote the
inclusion and extension of benefits to vulnerable
communities and groups in climate finance efforts,
including women and girls."Women and girls'
greater vulnerability to climate change reflects
systemic inequality of access to education,
economic opportunities and decision-making
power. These differences are also apparent at
climate-related forums. While this year's COP was
heralded as the most gender-balanced in terms of
registrations, women accounted for just 35 per cent
of delegates (up from 34 per cent at COP28). Of the
78 world leaders who attended, just eight were
women and only four addressed gender-specific
issues in their statements.Climate initiatives that
explicitly include women have been shown to
produce better outcomes for entire communities.
Moreover, women are already leading some of the
most innovative and effective climate initiatives
globally in areas ranging from sustainable
agriculture to renewable-energy deployment.The
conclusion should be obvious: the potential for
gender-responsive climate finance to unlock more
efficient pathways for decarbonisation, adaptation

and resilience makes it a strategic necessity. And yet
for every $100 of climate finance deployed globally,
only 20 cents go towards supporting women and
only 0.01 per cent of climate finance addresses both
climate action and women's rights.Even so, COP29
was not a total loss for women and girls. The
enhanced Lima Work Programme on Gender was
extended for another decade, though without
additional funding for the UN Framework

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
secretariat to support implementation. In addition,
the 27 gender-specific provisions in the final
"Presidency text on gender and climate change"
emphasised the vital role of women's full,
meaningful and equal participation in climate action
and the critical importance of incorporating gender
considerations into all policymaking domains. The
"Gender Action Plan" that countries agreed to
develop for adoption at COP30 provides a
framework for progress.

Despite these commitments, COP29 fell short in

addressing critical intersectional issues such as the
links between gender equality, peacebuilding and
climate action. Similarly, calls to address gender
gaps in skills - such as STEM (science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics) training to access
green jobs - and the care economy as part of climate
action failed to make it into the final document.
While the text encouraged gender-responsive
climate finance and simplified access for grassroots
women's organisations and indigenous

Case for secularism

We do not know whether the

communities, it lacked the structural push necessary
to ensure implementation at scale.To transform
COP29's promises into reality, we need clear
international guidelines for gender integration,
backed by allocated budgets, measurable targets and
participatory approaches to ensure effective,
transparent, and accountable climate finance. High
priority should be given to financing local
initiatives, particularly in informal settlements,
where women often lead climate-
resilience efforts. Robust tracking
systems — which monitor not only how
much money is pledged, but also where it
goes and who it benefits — are
essential.Of course, steps at the
international level alone cannot bridge
the gender gap in climate action; national
policy frameworks are also vital. And in
India, too, women continue to be
sidelined. According to the latest
analysis from the UNFCCC, 82 per cent
of countries mention gender in their
nationally determined contributions
(NDCs), but fewer than 26 per cent
include meaningful gender
considerations in their long-term
strategies and investments. As countries
prepare their updated NDCs — to be
submitted this February and assessed at
COP30 in November next year — they
must incorporate gender-specific
programmes and policies.

international
environment will be any less tense when countries
gather in Brazil for COP30. But we do know that the
failure to pursue meaningful climate action would
carry astronomical costs as the proliferation of
deadly climate disasters results in lost lives and
trillions of dollars in lost output. We also know that if
the fight against climate change is to succeed, it must
be as inclusive as it is transformative. That is why
COP30 offers us a unique opportunity to reflect on
our priorities and align gender equality with the
Paris Agreement and the Sustainable Development
Goals.The climate crisis is not gender-neutral, so
our solutions cannot be. Without a consistent focus
on gender-responsive climate finance, we risk
perpetuating cycles of vulnerability. Thirty years
after the UN's Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action established gender equality's place on the
global agenda, we must achieve another leap
forward for women's rights, this time as a vital part
of'the fight against climate change.

SCto decide on Places of Worship Act

AT stake is India's secular character and vision as
a special Bench of the Supreme Court begins
hearing from December 12 a batch of petitions
challenging the constitutional validity of the
Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act,
1991. The legislation preserves the identity of
religious sites as they stood on August 15, 1947.
It also bars suits that seek to alter the status. The
hearing comes amid intense judicial activity,
particularly in Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan, in
response to multiple civil suits questioning the
origins of mosques and dargahs. The petitions
in the apex court claim that several mosques
have been built on the ruins of temples
demolished by invaders. The law, the
contention is, denies Hindus and members of
other communities the right to reclaim their
places of worship. Muslim organisations argue
that the law safeguards the basic structure of the The affirmation of the 1991 Act in the Ayodhya judgment

=
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Constitution.

A new & private race to the moon
India has created a Rs 1,000-crore venture capital fund to support space startups

in 1969. Post the USSR breakup, it built the International
Space Station (ISS) as an international collaborative
effort. With changes in technologies connected with
space travel and renewed interest in lunar and inter-

planetary missions, NASA has embarked on the mission
to return to the moon. The first moon race was entirely led
by state-funded efforts. However, in the second race,
private companies are going to play a big role. After
NASA shut its space shuttle programme, it funded
private companies like SpaceX, Blue Origin (founded by
Jeff Bezos) and Boeing to develop reliable space travel
systems. The agency has been hiring services from
SpaceX to ferry cargo and astronauts to the ISS. For its
lunar mission too, NASA must depend on private
companies.For NASA’s return to the moon after five

decades, both SpaceX and Blue Origin are in the race to
develop lunar landers. The two companies are being
funded to simultaneously develop lunar landers by
NASA. If one fails or is delayed, the other can deliver on
time. The total value of the contract for
Blue Moon Lander is $3.4 billion up to
2029, while that with SpaceX is valued
at $2.89 billion. In addition, NASA has a
massive budget and awards contracts
worth billions of dollars to commercial
space companies for a range of
projects.Isaacman at NASA’s helm and
Musk being a part of the Trump
administration appears to be a clear case
of ‘conflict of interest.” Isaacman —
with a substantial financial stake in
SpaceX —would preside over the high-
stakes contracts to private companies,
including SpaceX. This apart, he has
been critical of NASA’s policy of
parallel development of Iunar
landers.Musk has also publicly made fun
of his close competitor, Boeing, for its
problems with the Starliner spaceship
that ferried Sunita Williams to the ISS
but developed a snag, delaying her safe return to earth.
Isaacman has also criticised NASA’s Space Launch
System project as a waste of public money. As the next
head of NASA, he will have to take a call on several such
issues.The first race to the moon was a highlight of the
Cold War rivalry between the two superpowers. They
eventually saw the futility of such a race, given the
inherent risks and high-capita costs involved and began
cooperating for projects. The ISS is the prime example of
such cooperation between Russia and America and
several other nations.NASA also decided to shift some of

provides hope that attempts to tinker with the
principles of secularism and fraternity — that
define the very idea of India — are defeated. A
five-judge Supreme Court Bench has held that
the Places of Worship Act is designed to protect
the secular features of the polity. Historical
wrongs, it noted, cannot be remedied by people
taking the law in their own hands and Parliament
has mandated that history and its wrongs shall
not be used as instruments to oppress the present
and future.

The outcome of the case could well determine the
trajectory of communal relations in the country.
For a former apex court judge, RF Nariman, the
solution to address the disputes over religious
sites, which he said were emerging like hydra
heads, is strict implementation of the 1991 Act.
The present and future cannot be held hostage to

the past.

its key tasks such as space transportation to private
companies. The agency is funding private companies to
develop new space technologies, thereby reducing the
risks involved. Commercial players have benefited from
NASA’s technical skills by hiring its former experienced
scientists, engineers and astronauts.Although, the
second race to the moon — NASA’s Artemis — is a state
initiative, it will be largely driven by commercial space
providers. This marks a global shift in the approach to
space. The flight of an Indian astronaut to the ISS slated
for 2025 is being projected as a by-product of Indo-US
cooperation in space, but in effect, it is being executed
through commercial operators and is paid for.

We are going to witness such a tilt towards the private
sector in other areas of space activity as well. The Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has also started
encouraging private players to develop satellites and
rockets and launch them. The government has created a
Rs 1,000-crore venture capital fund to support space
startups. Private engineering firms are already major
suppliers to the space agency. The head of IN-SPACe —
the agency that coordinates the entry of private
companies in the space sector — also comes from the
private sector.Space exploration is not just about human
curiosity and seeking scientific knowledge. It is as much
about diplomacy, geopolitics, national pride and
commercial interests. It is about providing commercial
and strategic services such as location, search and rescue
and is an aid to military campaigns.In the long-term, it
could lead to colonising the moon and exploration of
resources on planets. Should this activity be pursued in a
global cooperative and collaborative manner or left for
competition among private companies and billionaires?
Even though competition breeds innovation and faster
development of technology, it comes with a set of risks
and dangers.
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Azim Premiji, Ranjan Pai in
talks to buy minority stake
in Akasa Air: Report

NEW DELHI. A consortium led by Wipro founder
Azim Premji’s family office, Premji Invest, and
Manipal Group’s Ranjan Pai’s family office,
Claypond Capital, is set to acquire a minority stake in
Akasa Air, as reported by The Economic Times.

The stake will be part of the airline’s $130-140 million
fundraising round.

The report mentioned that the Premji-Pai consortium
has committed over $100 million, with additional
contributions from other investors completing the
funding round. Negotiations valued the airline
slightly below $350 million, a step up from its 2021
valuation of $86 million, as per Tracxn.The deal’s
contours are finalised, and regulatory approvals from
the Competition Commission of India (CCI) are
being sought.The Jhunjhunwala family estate, which
currently holds a 38% stake in Akasa Air through
various trusts, is also planning on increasing its
investment.Despite the dilution of shares of founder
and CEO Vinay Dube and his brothers, the
Jhunjhunwala family will remain the largest single
shareholder. Collectively, the Jhunjhunwala estate
and the Dube family currently own around 67% of the
airline, as per the report.

The newly raised capital will support Akasa Air’s
growth strategy, including expansion and pre-
delivery payments for aircraft. The airline signed a
term sheet with the Premji-Pai consortium earlier this
month, and the deal is expected to close soon.

This funding round reinforces Akasa Air’s market
position, signalling confidence in its business model
and long-term potential in the competitive aviation
sector.

November inflation falls to
5.5%:; raises rate cut hope in

Though the inflation has come

down below the RBI’s upper

tolerance level of 6%), it is

still higher than the targeted

inflation of 4%.

Gold, silver price : Precious
metals witness dip on MCX

NEW DELHI. Both gold and silver prices recorded
a dip on the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) on
Friday, December 13, 2024.Gold futures, maturing
on February 5, 2024, stood at Rs 77,870 per 10
grams on the MCX, after recording a dip of Rs 99 or
0.13 per cent. The previous close was recorded at Rs
77,9609.

Similarly, silver futures, maturing on February 5,
2024, witnessed a dip of Rs 673 or 0.73 per cent and
were retailing at Rs 91,960 per kg on the MCX
against the previous close of Rs 92,633.The gold
and silver prices in India depend on several factors,
including the value of the rupee against the dollar.
Global demand also plays a key role in determining
the trends observed in the rate of precious metals.
GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN INTERNATIONAL

MARKET

Gold prices edged higher on Friday and were set for a
weekly gain, driven by reports of top consumer
China resuming gold purchases, and heightened
expectations of an interest rate reduction by the
Federal Reserve at its Dec. 17-18 meeting, news
agency Reuters reported.According to the latest
metal report, spot gold rose 0.3 per cent to $2,688.29
per ounce by 0320 GMT, while, US gold futures
were steady at $2,711.30.

Rupee hits new low of 84.88
against USD

BENGALURU. The rupee fell to a new low of Rs
84.88 during intra-day trade on Thursday against
the US Dollar. Pressured by increase in crude oil
prices and a lingering depreciation bias, it
depreciated by 4 paise, and settled at Rs 84.87 per
dollar compared to Rs 84.83 on Wednesday.
Analysts pointed out that the rupee continues to
hover in a weak range. Jateen Trivedi, VP
Research Analyst - Commodity and Currency,
LKP Securities, said the recent US CPI data came
in line with expectations, signalling potential
continuity in the Federal Reserve’s rate-cut
trajectory.

“However, the dollar held its ground near the key
106§ level, keeping pressure on the rupee.
Additionally, FII selling resumed after a brief
phase of buying, further contributing to rupee
weakness,” he added.

The rupee is expected to trade near 84.5 against the

dollar by end December. A strong dollar continues
to create a depreciating bias for currencies
globally and is likely to sustain FPI outflows from
Indian markets in the near term.“However,
interventions by the RBI, supported by India’s
healthy foreign exchange reserves, should help
keep rupee volatility in check. Markets are
anticipating fewer Fed rate cuts under a Trump
presidency, as his proposed policies, such as tax
cuts and higher tariffs, are likely to be inflationary.
As a result, the 10Y UST yield has surged by
71bps between October and November (up to
November 18), while the dollar index has
strengthened by 5.4%, reaching its highest level in
a year,” said Rajani Sinha, Chief Economist,
CareEdge Ratings.FPIs have withdrawn
approximately $4 billion from Indian markets in
November, following a record $11 billion in
outflows in October. While high UST yields and a
strong dollar have contributed to these outflows,
other domestic factors have also been at play, such
as muted corporate earnings and high valuations.

It is expected that the rupee will trade around 84 by
the end of FY25. “Going forward, it will be crucial
to monitor the implementation of Trump’s
policies and China’s response, as these will play a
key role in shaping market dynamics,” said Sinha.

NEW DELHI. Retail inflation eased in

November to 5.48% compared to 6.21%
in October, giving a relief to both common
man and policymakers, who have been
struggling with the question of growth
over inflation.Though the inflation has
come down below the RBI’s upper
tolerance level of 6%, it is still higher than
the targeted inflation 0f 4%.

The moderation in November inflation was

mainly on account of 2.2% month-on-
month decline in food prices. Though at

Explained: Why a credit score over 800 matters

NEW DELHI. A credit score above
800 goes beyond unlocking premium
credit cards or attractive loan terms. It
serves as a powerful tool to enhance
your financial standing, influencing
several areas of your life. With such a
high score, you can enjoy reduced
insurance premiums, better loan
interest rates, and smoother access to
financial opportunities. This
exceptional score reflects strong
financial responsibility, offering
tangible benefits that can save money
and open doors to more favourable
terms across various financial
products.Here's how maintaining an
excellent credit score can work in your
favour.

CHEAPER INSURANCE
PREMIUMSInsurance companies use
credit scores to assess the risk of
insuring an individual. Those with
higher credit scores are often viewed
as more financially responsible,
leading insurers to offer them lower
premiums.This is especially true for

9.04% year-on-year growth, food
inflation remained at higher levels. Food
and beverages account for 45.86%
weightage in the Consumer Price Index
(CPI), which measures retail inflation.

The easing in inflation was expected as —

the main seasonal factor for high food
inflation — come down during winters. In

November, vegetable prices showed a &% l

4.5% month-on-month decline.

However, year-on-year, vegetable

prices have surged 29.33%. The month-

on-month fall in prices has been

witnessed across other categories like
fruits, and meat and fish, pulses,
etc.However, edible oil and fat prices
remain stubborn as they grew by 3%
month-on-month and 13.28% year-on-
year. Edible oil prices continue to rise
because import duties on edible oil were
increased in September this year to protect
local farmers.“In the coming weeks, we
expect food prices to ease sequentially.
Vegetable prices tend to come down in
December when the kharif crop enters the

market. A high base of last year will also
help in lowering the reading,” says Dipti
Deshpande, principal economist, Crisil.
The non-food component of CPI
remained low at 3.1% supported by the
recent softening in global energy and
commodity prices. Core inflation was
lower than expected, remaining
unchanged at 3.7% in November and
October.According to Gaura Sen Gupta,
chief economist, preliminary estimate for
December CPI inflation is tracking at

5.8%, after building-in some
moderation in food inflation.RBI
in its recent monetary policy
statement has projected the Q3
inflation at 5.7% and Q4 inflation
at4.5%. For the full-year, it revised
the inflation upwards to 4.8% from
4.5% earlier.
IIP growth rises 3.5% in October
. India’s industrial production (IIP)
| growth surged 3.5% year-on-year
in October 2024, primarily due to
poor performance of mining,
power and manufacturing, official data
showed on Thursday. The IIP recorded a
growth of 11.9% in October 2023, as per a
Ministry of Statistics & Programme
Implementation statement.

However, on a sequential basis, the factory

output in October 2024 rose to 3.5% from
3.1% in September and a contraction of
0.1% in August this year. The growth in
the factory output, measured in terms of
the IIP, in April-October worked out to be
4% against 7% in the year-ago period.

Vishal Mega Mart IPO last day:
Check gmp, subscription. Shoud
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auto, health, and general insurance
policies, where individuals with strong
credit scores can benefit from
discounts.

LOWER INTEREST RATES ON

LOANSOne of the most significant
benefits of an excellent credit score is
securing loans at lower interest rates.
Whether it's a home loan, car loan, or
personal loan, lenders are more likely
to offer competitive rates to borrowers
with high credit scores.

This reduces monthly payments and

results in substantial long-term
savings. A strong credit score indicates
financial stability and responsible debt
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management, making it easier to
negotiate better loan terms.

BETTER CREDIT CARD OFFERS
AND REWARDS

With a credit score above 800, you are
more likely to be approved for
premium credit cards that offer
higher limits, better rewards, and
lower interest rates. These cards
often come with perks like airport

lounge access, cashback, and

accelerated rewards on certain
purchases.

Additionally, cardholders with excellent
credit may have the opportunity to
negotiate for even better terms, such as
reduced interest rates or increased
credit limits, which can further
improve financial flexibility.

Overall, a high credit score above 800
opens doors to lower costs, better
financial deals, and additional
opportunities, enhancing both short-
term and long-term financial well-
being.

ZLomato gets Rs 803 crore
notice for non-payment of GST

Zomato said that they
believe that have a strong
case on merits which is
backed by opinions from
our external legal and tax
advisors. The Company will
be filing an appeal against
the order bhefore the
appropriate authority.

NEW DELHI. Food deliver giant

Zomato- said on Thursday it has
received a tax notice of nearly Rs 803
crore from the Joint Commissioner of
CGST & Central Excise, Thane
Commissionerate, Maharashtra. The
demand order has been received in
respect of non-payment of GST on

delivery charges with interest and
penalty thereon.”...in continuation to
the disclosure filed on December 27,
2023, this is to inform that the
company has received an order on
December 12, 2024 which is dated
November 12, 2024 for the period
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regulatory filing.Zomato said that they
believe that have a strong case on merits
which is backed by opinions from our
external legal and tax advisors. The
Company will be filing an appeal
against the order before the appropriate
authority.In December last year,
Zomato had received a GST
notice of Rs 401.7 crore. The
Directorate General of GST
Intelligence (DGCI) had sent
tax notices to Zomato and
Swiggy for not paying GST on
delivery charges and said the
delivery charges decline under
the services category and the
firms are liable to pay 18%
GST.Zomato had then said it is
not liable to pay any taxes.

October 29, 2019 to March 31, 2022, 1t had said, “The delivery charge is

passed by Joint Commissioner of
CGST & Central Excise, Thane
Commissionerate, Maharashtra
confirming demand of GST of Rs
401,70,14,706 with interest as
applicable and penalty of Rs
401,70,14,706,” said Zomato in a

collected by the company on behalf of
the delivery partners. Further, in view
of the contractual terms and conditions
mutually agreed upon, the delivery
partners have provided the delivery
services to the customers and not the
company.”

you subscribe

NEW DELHI. Vishal Mega Mart's Rs 8,000
crore initial public offering (IPO) will close for
bidding on Friday. The public issue has seen
good response from investors, having been fully
booked on its second day of bidding.

The Vishal Mega Mart IPO has received an
overall subscription of 2.73 times as of 12:13
PM on December 13, 2024. The retail category
was subscribed 1.68 times, the QIB segment
saw 0.77 times subscription, and the NII
category recorded a subscription of 7.81
times.The IPO of Vishal Mega Mart aims to
raise Rs 8,000 crore via an offer for sale of
102.56 crore shares, while that of Mobikwik is
looking to raise Rs 572 crore through an entirely
fresh issue of 2.05 crore shares.Vishal Mega
Mart IPO has set a price range of Rs 74 to Rs 78
per share. Retail investors need to purchase a
minimum of 190 shares in a single lot, requiring
an initial investment of Rs 14,820.

LATEST GMP

The grey market premium (GMP) for Vishal
Mega Mart IPO has decreased in recent days.

As 0of 9:54 AM on December 13, 2024, the latest

GMP stands at Rs 12. Based on the price band of
Rs 78, the estimated listing price is Rs 90 (cap
price plus the current GMP). This suggests a
potential gain of 15.38% per share.The share
allotment for the Vishal Mega Mart IPO is
anticipated to be completed on Monday,
December 16, 2024. The IPO is expected to
debut on the BSE and NSE, with the tentative
listing date set for Wednesday, December 18,
2024.
SHOULD YOU SUBSCRIBE?

"Strong market position in India. Consistent
financial performance with growing revenue
and profitability. Reasonable valuation as it has
fair pricing compared to peers. The Company
receives no proceeds from the IPO. Suitable for
high-risk investors seeking exposure to the
retail sector,” said Shivani Nyati, Head of
Wealth at Swastika Investmart Ltd."The
company aims to drive same-store sales growth
through several complementary initiatives
including expansion of product portfolio,
expansion of hyperlocal offering, leveraging
technology and data obtained from loyalty
program.

Sensex falls 1,000 points: Key factors
behind stock market weakness

Stock market crash: As of 10:37
AM, the Sensex was down
1,064.37 points to 80,225.59,
while Nifty was also struggling
helow 24,300 losing 332.10
points to 24,216.60.

NEW DELHI. Stock markets opened in

red on Friday as Sensex tanked more than
500 points despite November inflation
coming back into the RBI's tolerance
band.As of 10:37 AM, the Sensex was
down 1,064.37 points to 80,225.59, while
Nifty was also struggling below 24,300
losing 332.10 points to 24,216.60.All the
sectoral indices on Nifty were inred along
with Nifty Midcapl00 and Nifty
Smallcap100, with the volatility index
rising by 2.83%. What are the factors
contributing to the market slide:

FlIs HEADWIND
Dr. V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment

Strategist, Geojit Financial Services said,
"In the near-term the market has a

headwind and a tailwind. The headwind
is the resumption of selling by the FIIs
who sold stocks for Rs 3560 crores
yesterday. Given the high valuations in
India FIIs are likely to sell more at every
market rise. Selling has been profitable
for FIIs since the dollar has been
appreciating after the US election."”
RISING DOLLAR
The rupee has been seeing a constant
decline and hit an all-time low on
Thursday.Reuters reported that the
central bank is likely intervening
through state-run banks to sell dollars,
aiming to stabilise the rupee and
prevent it from weakening like other
Asian currencies.The rupee stood at
84.84 against the US dollar after
opening at 84.86. Meanwhile, other
Asian currencies saw declines ranging
from 0.2% to 0.5%, and the dollar index
remained above the 107 mark.A trader
told to Reuters that state-run banks were
providing 'good' dollar offers, which
represent the Reserve Bank of India's
intervention."The tailwind which can
support the market is the declining
inflation. November CPI inflation at
5.48% has come within the RBI’s
tolerance limit. If this trend continues it

DECLINE IN METAL, AUTO,

can pave the way for a rate cut by the MPC
in February. However, the rising dollar is
a concern since it can lead to imported
inflation. Nifty is unlikely to break from
the range of 24500 - 24850. Buying will
emerge at the lower end of the band and
selling will resume at the higher end of the

band," said Vijayakumar.
IT,
BANKING STOCKS

Banking and metal stocks were major

laggards on Friday as it pulled the markets
down.Tata Steel declined 2.77%, JSW
Steel lost 2.53%, Shriram Finance
dropped 2.50%, Indusind Bank decreased
1.93%, and Hindalco fell 1.87%.

Nifty Bank was down 0.89%, Nifty Auto

decreasing 0.83%, Nifty Financial
Services losing 0.87%, Nifty Financial
Services 25/50 down 1.03%, Nifty FMCG
falling 0.34%, Nifty IT declining 1.23%,
Nifty Metal dropping 2.01%, and Nifty
Pharma decreasing 0.77%.Nifty PSU
Bank, down 1.65%, Nifty Private
Bank declining 0.80%, Nifty
Realty falling 0.79%, Nifty
Healthcare Index dropping 0.56%,
Nifty Consumer Durables
decreasing 0.69%, Nifty Oil & Gas
down 0.66%, and Nifty Midsmall
Healthcare losing 0.75%.Anand
James, Chief Market Strategist,
Geojit Financial Services said that
the slow decline aiming for
24420/380 that we pencilled in
yesterday, unfolded through the
day, until bargain buying trickled
in on the approach of the recent low."This
raises the prospects of an early end to the
consolidation that has been on through the
week. Alternatively, inability to float
above 24465 early in the day, could delay
the onset of reversal attempts, but fears of
a collapse can be set aside, unless 24320
also gives away. Until then, brace for
upswings shortly," he added.
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400 IndiGo flyers stranded in Turkey
for over 24 hours without food, lodging

New Delhi.Around 400 passengers flying
with IndiGo have been stranded at Istanbul
Airport for over 24 hours, as delays to
flights from Istanbul to Delhi and Mumbai |
left travellers frustrated and without
adequate support. Passengers voiced their
anger on social media, claiming
inadequate communication from the
airline's staff, lack of food, and poor
accommodation.The trouble began when
a flight from Istanbul to Delhi, scheduled
to depart at 8.10 pm on December 12, was
initially delayed to the next day at 1.30 pm.
Passengers were left at the airport with
little information or support from IndiGo
staff. A flyer posted about the situation on
social media, stating that while the flight was
delayed by several hours, the passengers were
not given adequate food, accommodation, or
even proper updates from the airline. The
individual questioned the airline's handling of
the situation, calling it "bulls**t", asking how
such treatment could be justified.Similarly,
the flight from Istanbul to Mumbai, originally
set to depart at 8.15 pm on December 12, was

»The passengers shared
their ordeal on X,
claiming that they were
promised food and
accommodation by the
airlines, but the lounges
were too small to
accommodate nearly
500 stranded people.
The flyers also claimed
that they received no
help or support from the
airline's staff despite
an over 24-hour delay.

Opposition MPs move to
impeach High Court judge over
'majority's say' remark

first pushed to 11.00 pm, then delayed again to
the following morning at 10 am.Frustrated
travellers took to social media to express their

dissatisfaction, saying they received no
communication from IndiGo regarding the
ongoing delays.Passengers reported that
Turkish Airlines staff were the ones providing
updates, and there was no formal
announcement from IndiGo.Despite promises
of lounge access as compensation, the lounge
at Istanbul Airport was overcrowded and
unable to accommodate all the stranded

The

India signs Rs 13,500
crore deal for advanced

indigenous Su-30MKI jets

new Su-30MKls, featuring 62.6%

travellers, they claimed on social jndig

enous content, will be produced at

media.Many passengers were left standing Hind

ustan Aeronautics Limited's Nasik

for hours, facing further discomfort due to
the lack of proper facilities. Passengers also

division, with key components supplied

expressed their discontent at the lack of

by Indian defence industry partners.

alternative flight options or clear
communication regarding compensation
plans.One passenger, who was on the
Mumbai-bound flight, criticised the
airline's accountability and customer
service, stating that the situation was not
just a minor inconvenience but a major
failure in basic service."Where is the
accountability? Where is the empathy for
the passengers stranded overnight at the
airport?" a flyer posted, demanding an
explanation and aplogy from IndiGo.In
response to the complaints, IndiGo apologised
for the inconvenience and assured passengers
that they would connect with them directly.
The airline acknowledged the issues but did
not provide specific details about the reasons
behind the delays. IndiGo also requested
passengers to share their details via direct
message for further assistance.

New
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55 Rajya Sabha MPs' Demand Impeachment In
High Court Judge's "Majority” Remarks Row

The impeachment motion said Justice Yadav had crossed a line by "expressing his views

thei

New Delhi.Opposition MPs on Friday moved an

on political matters in a public space” and that this was an eqregious violation.

Key

impeachment motion in the Rajya Sabha seeking the
removal of Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav of the
Allahabad High Court following his controversial
remarks advocating that the country should function
according to the wishes of the majority. The lawmakers,
led by Samajwadi Party MP Kapil Sibal, submitted a
notice for impeachment to the Rajya Sabha Secretary
General on Friday. The motion, signed by around 55

MPs,

incitement
disharmony".

New Delhi. A group of 55 Rajya Sabha
led by Kapil Sibal,
submitted a request to impeach
Allahabad High Court judge Shekhar
Kumar Yadav for "hate speech and
to communal

has

the impeachment appeal, including a  targ
reference to "seeing the Ram Mandir
with your own eyes", "India should
function according to the wishes of the
majority... this is the law", and "I have
no hesitation in saying this is

Hindustan".The appeal cited a 1997 crui

|

Delhi.In a major push to strengthen its air

power, India has inked a Rs 13,500 crore deal with
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) for 12

genous Su-30MKI fighter jets. The agreement,

signed on December 12, 2024, marks a significant

towards self-reliance under the Aatmanirbhar

Bharat initiative and bolsters the Indian Air
Force's (IAF) operational capabilities.he new Su-
30MKIs, featuring 62.6% indigenous content, will
be produced at HAL's Nasik division, with key
components supplied by Indian defence industry
partners.These jets are part of a broader
modernisation plan that includes upgrading 84 Su-
30MKIs under the "Super Sukhoi" project. The

=

upgrades aim to maintain the aircraft as a
formidable force in modern warfare by enhancing

r combat capabilities with cutting-edge

technology.

features of the upgraded Su-30MKI

include:Next-generation AESA radar for superior

et tracking, electronic warfare, and enhanced

situational awareness.Advanced avionics and
digital cockpit systems for better mission
processing and integration with modern air
defence networks.

Enhanced weaponry, including the BrahMos - A

se missile, Astra BVR missiles, and precision-

guided munitions, making the aircraft versatile for

members, is expected to be discussed before the end of
the winter session of Parliament.Justice Yadav made the
comments during an event organised by the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad’s (VHP) on Sunday. In widely
circulated videos, he endorsed the implementation of a
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) and stated that laws should
align with the preferences of the majority.

"This is the law.... The law, in fact, works according to the
majority. Look at it in the context of family or society...
Only what benefits the welfare and happiness of the
majority will be accepted," Justice Yadav said.The
remarks sparked widespread condemnation, with
opposition leaders calling them divisive and
unconstitutional. The notice for impeachment states that
the judge "engaged in hate speech and incitement” and
"targeted minorities and displayed bias and prejudice
against them" with his address at the VHP event.Earlier
this week, lawyer and activist Prashant Bhushan wrote
to Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna, seeking an
inquiry into the judge’s conduct. Bhushan argued that
Justice Yadav's remarks were discriminatory and
targeted the Muslim community.

This is not the first time Justice Yadav has been the subject
of controversy. In September 2021, he drew criticism for
making remarks regarding the sanctity of cows while
hearing a case about their slaughter.Under the
Constitution, a judge can only be removed through a
presidential order following an address by each House
of Parliament.

Bail For Bengal Ex Minister
Partha Chatterjee, To Be
Released On February 1

New Delhi. The Supreme Court has set a deadline for
bail to former West Bengal minister Partha Chatterjee
in amoney laundering case related to the alleged cash-
for-job scam and directed to speed up the trial against
him. He should be released on February 1 - or before if
charges are framed against him and witness
statements are recorded, a bench of Justices Surya
Kantand Ujjal Bhuyan has said.

Mr Chatterjee, once a trusted lieutenant of Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee, was removed as a
minister and suspended by Trinamool after his arrest
in a money laundering case related to the alleged

teacher recruitment scam in July 2022.The
Enforcement Directorate had filed the chargesheet in
the case, but the charges are yet to be framed. "We
direct the trial court to decide on framing of charges
before the winter vacation begins or before
31.12.2024," the Supreme Court said on Friday. The
court also noted that Mr Chatterjee is still an undertrial
accused and cannot be subjected to punitive detention.

Senior lawyer Mukul Rohatgi, representing the
politician, had earlier argued that he has been in jail for
over two years whereas the punishment for the
charges he faced was seven years' imprisonment. Mr
Chatterjee's aide Arpita Mukherjee, from whose
house a large amount of cash was seized, has also been
granted bail, he had pointed out.

The Supreme Court had last month questioned the ED
over low conviction rates in money laundering cases
and asked how long the ex-minister can be kept behind
bars.

In a 21-page motion submitted to the
Rajya Sabha Secretariat Friday
morning, Mr Sibal and his colleagues,
including the Congress' P
Chidambaram and Digvijaya Singh,
the AAP's Raghav Chadha, the
Trinamool's Sagarika Ghose and Saket
Gokhale, the RID's Manoj Jha, and the
CPIM's John Brittas, argued Justice
Yadav's speech - at a Vishwa Hindu
Parishad event - "prima facie (shows)
evidence (he) has targeted minorities
and displayed bias and prejudice
against minorities". The impeachment
motion red-flagged what it said was
Justice Yadav had crossed a line by

"expressing his views on political
matters in a public space" and that this
was an egregious violation.

... there is no ground for sitting judges

of the High Courts to affiliate with
extremist groups or parties. No litigant
can hope for justice in a court in which
a member holds such a biased,
prejudiced, publicly expressed opinion
against the minority community and in
favour of majoritarian
approach.”Some of those were
mentioned (translated from Hindi) in

statement by the Supreme Court on
Restatement of Values of Judicial Life,
in which it was said "a judge shall not
enter into public debate or express his
views in public on political matters, or
on matters that are pending, or are
likely to arise for judicial
determination”".The actions of Justice
Yadav, therefore, "are sufficient to
prove grounds of misbehaviour and
constitute charges of impeachment",
based on factors like engaging in hate
speech, targeting and making
discriminator remarks against
minorities, and breaching a
constitutional mandate, it said.

diverse missions.State-of-the-art electronic
warfare suite for robust protection against radar
and missile threats.Upgraded AL-31FP engines
for improved thrust, fuel efficiency, and enhanced
high-altitude performance.Advanced data link
systems to enable real-time coordination with
other platforms like drones, AWACS, and ground
stations.Indigenous systems such as mission
computers and flight controls,
dependency on imports and boosting domestic
defence manufacturing.

The acquisition comes at a critical time for the IAF,
which is addressing a depleting squadron strength.
Defence experts have hailed the move as a vital
investment in India's long-term strategic
preparedness and a.

reducing

Punjab farmer leader shouldn't be forced

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in which he

to break fast: Top court to government

| —— N
~The Supreme Court
asked the Punjab and
Central governments to
immediately provide
medical help to the
farmer leader Jagjit
Singh Dallewal and
persuade him to break
his fast-unto-death.
B

ew Delhi.The Supreme Court on Friday
voiced concern over the deteriorating
health of Punjab farmer leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal, whose fast-unto-death entered
18th day on December 13.The top court
asked the Punjab and the Central
government to immediately provide
medical help to the farmer leader and
persuade him to break his fast-unto-
death.The top court further asked Centre
and Punjab government representatives to
immediately meet farm leader Dallewal,
but warned against the use of any force to
break his protest.

In its observations, the Supreme Court said,

"Human life is more precious than agitation.
However, the government should not force
the farmer to break his fast forcefully. "The
Supreme Court also directed the court-
appointed committee to keep talking to the

to resolve the friction
issues.Dallewal has been on a fast-unto-
death at the Khanauri border between
Punjab and Haryana since November 26 to
press the Centre into accepting the agitating

farmers

farmers' demands, including a legal
guarantee of MSP on crops.On December
12, Dallewal also wrote an open letter to

asserted that ensuring a minimum support
price (MSP) to every farmer is like the
fundamental right to live.Farmers under the
banner of Samyukta Kisan Morcha (Non-
Political) and Kisan Mazdoor Morcha have
been camping at Shambhu and Khanauri
border points between Punjab and Haryana
since February 13 after their march to Delhi
was stopped by security forces.A "jatha"
(group) of 101 farmers made two attempts
to enter Delhi on foot on December 6 and
December 8. They were not allowed to
proceed by security personnel in Haryana.
The protesting farmers would make another
attempt to march on December 14,

Samyukta Kisan Morcha leaders Rakesh

Tikait and Harinder Singh Lakhowal are
expected to visit Khanauri border on Friday
tomeet Dallewal.

Supreme Court to rule on '"Jai Shri Ram'’
chant in mosque hurtmg sentiments

»The Supreme Cou

slogans inside a mosque in
Karnataka.The case stems

rtis

scheduled to hear

a from a September 2023

petition challenging

incident at the Badriya
Juma Masjid in Dakshina

the quashing of

criminal proceedings

Kannada, where two men
allegedly entered the

mosque premises, chanted ’

‘Jai Shri Ram’, and g

threatened members of the

against two men who

allegedly entered a
mosque in Karnataka

and chanted 'Jai Shri

Muslim community,
stating they “will not let
Bearys (or Byari, a Muslim
community) live in
peace.”The incident,
captured on the mosque’s CCTV,
reportedly ended when people from

The Karnataka High Court,

Ram'.

New Delhi.The Supreme Court is set to
hear a plea on Monday challenging the
Karnataka High Court’s decision to set
aside criminal proceedings against two
men accused of raising ‘Jai Shri Ram’

the mosque office came out after
hearing the commotion, causing the
men to flee.An FIR was registered
under Sections 447, 295A, 505, and
506 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC),
covering charges such as criminal
trespass, deliberate insult to religious
sentiments, public mischief, and

criminal intimidation.

however,
quashed the FIR in October, having
earlier stayed the police investigation.
The court ruled that the allegations did
not fulfil the essential ingredients of the
offences mentioned in the FIR. It further
observed that chanting “Jai Shri Ram’
does not, in itself, hurt religious
sentiments.The petitioner then
challenged the High Court’s ruling in the

Supreme Court, arguing that the
court failed to consider the
context of the incident.
According to the plea, the slogan
‘Jai Shri Ram” was deliberately
chanted after the accused
trespassed into mosque premises
and issued threats against the
Muslim community. The petition
further contends that the
Karnataka High Court erred in
law by staying the investigation
at an early stage and
subsequently quashing the FIR.
It asserts that the FIR outlined
prima facie ingredients of both
cognisable and non-cognisable
offences, which warranted a proper
investigation.The Supreme Court is
expected to examine whether the High
Court’s decision to set aside the
proceedings was justified and whether
an investigation should be allowed to
proceed.The matter is scheduled to be
heard on Monday.
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Baba Vanga's 2025
Predictions: 'War In East Will
Destroy West' Plus Alien
Encounters

Baba Vanga's 2025 Predictions. Vangelia Pandeva
Gushterova, also known as Baba Vanga, was a blind
Bulgarian mystic who died in 1996 at the age of 85.
Even after her death, people all across the world are
still fascinated by her prophecies. Called the
'Nostradamus of the Balkans,' Baba Vanga claimed
that she lost her sight at the age of twelve and then
developed the gift of prophecy. One of her most
prominent forecasts was the September 11, 2001,
attack on the Twin Towers in New York.

Baba Vanga made several chilling predictions for 2025,
many of which suggest death and destruction. Her
2025 prophecies, which continue to intrigue people,
include warnings of catastrophic global events. These
forecasts are concerning because they appear to
predict global unrest that might affect the entire
planet. Baba Vanga's predictions are a subject of
constant interest and concern due to her capacity to
predict such occurrences. Here are a few of the
Nostradamus of the Balkans' extremely outrageous
but believable prophecies.

The destruction of Europe

According to the Daily Star, the mystic predicted war
and the absolute destruction of the West-oh joy. She
said, "As soon as Syria falls, expect a great war
between the West and the East. In the spring, a war in
the East will begin, and there will be a Third World
War. A war in the East that will destroy the West." And
in another prediction, she claimed, "Syria will fall at
the feet of the winner, but the winner will not be the
one." It's hard to argue about this one, given it's clearly
happening in front of our own eyes.

Alien contact

As per the news portal, Vanga warned: "Humanity will
make contact with extraterrestrial life, possibly
leading to a global crisis or apocalypse."

With the promise of Donald Trump releasing all files the
United States Government holds on aliens when he
gets into power, it's possible that this prediction is far
more accurate than we'd like to believe.Telepathy is
not far off

Baba Vanga predicted that humanity would develop
telepathy by 2025, allowing for direct mind-to-mind
communication. This advancement, she believed,
would revolutionise human interaction.Elon Musk's
brain chip has already been making waves with a form
of telepathy where a person controls technology, but
could he finally crack a human-to-human version?

Travis Timmerman, Missing
US Citizen Found In Syria
After Release From Prison

Aqaba, Jordan.The United States is working to get an
American citizen found on Thursday in Syria out of
the country and bring him home, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said in Jordan, where he held
meetings to discuss the political transition of Syria.

In media reports, the man was identified as Travis
Timmerman.

"In terms of American citizen who was found just
today, I can't give you any details on exactly what's
going to happen, except to say that we're working to
bring him home, to bring him out of Syria," Blinken
told reporters in Aqaba, "But for privacy reasons, I
can't share any more details about this," Blinken
added.CBS News reported that Timmerman
identified himself as an American from Missouri
and that he was freed from a prison earlier in the
week after Syrian rebel groups ousted the country's
longtime president Bashar al-Assad over the
weekend.Assad fled to Russia after a 13-year civil
war and more than five decades of his family's
autocratic rule, during which Syria ran one of the
most oppressive police states in the Middle East.

Following his ouster, Syrians flocked to the infamous
prisons where the Assad regime is estimated to have
held tens of thousands of detainees.Blinken added
that the efforts to locate Austin Tice, another US
citizen who was abducted in Syria over a decade ago
was still continuing."No update on Austin Tice,
except to say that every single day, we are working
to find him and to bring him home, making sure that
the word is out to everyone that this is a priority for
the United States," Blinken said.Tice, a former US
Marine and a freelance journalist, was 31 when he
was kidnapped in August 2012 while reporting in
Damascus. President Joe Biden said on Sunday the
US government believes Tice is alive. He has tasked
his team with doing whatever it takes to bring Tice
home, according to people familiar with the
directive.

We're not being told the
truth': Mysterious drones in
New Jersey fuel UFO
theories

world. A few weeks ago residents of New Jersey
spotted unidentified drones in the skies, some
believing it was a UFO but the authorities still have
noclue.

Rep. Jeft Van Drew, who along with R-N J suggested
that unmanned aerial vehicles could be Iranian
'mothership,' contested this on Fox News that, "We
aren't being told the truth. They are dealing with the
American public like we're stupid."

Dismissing the case of the possibility of an Iranian
"mothership" being responsible, White House
spokesperson John Kirby said that the Coast Guard

BRASILIA. Brazil's 2026 presidential

Previously, Lula had treatment in 2011

In a CNN interview last month Lula

The transitional government, which took g
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US President-elect Trump invites China's Xi to his

Donald Trump has invited Chinese
President Xi Jinping to attend his
inauguration next month — extending a
diplomatic olive branch even as Trump
threatens to levy massive tariffs on Chinese
goods. Trump's incoming press secretary,
Karoline Leavitt, confirmed on Thursday
that Trump invited Xi, but said it was "to be
determined" if the leader of the United
States' most significant economic and
military competitor would attend."This is
an example of President Trump creating an
open dialogue with leaders of countries that
are not just our allies, but our adversaries
and our competitors too," Leavitt said in an
appearance on Fox News' program "Fox &
Friends." "We saw this in his first term. He
gotalot of criticism for it, but it led to peace
around this world. He is willing to talk to
anyone and he will always put America's
interest first."CBS News first reported the
invitation to Xi.Asked at a Chinese Foreign
Ministry briefing on Thursday about
Trump's invitation, spokesperson Mao
Ning responded: "I have nothing to share at
present."Leavitt said that other foreign
leaders have also been invited, but did not

provide any details.The move by Trump to
mvite a leader of an adversarial nation to
the American moment that is Inauguration

Day is unorthodox. But it also squares with :

his belief that foreign policy—much like a
business negotiation—should be carried
out with carrots and sticks to get the United
States' opponents to operate closer to his
administration's preferred terms.Jim
Bendat, a historian and author of
"Democracy's Big Day: The Inauguration
of Our President," said he was not aware of
a previous U.S. inauguration attended by
foreign head of state."It's not necessarily a
bad thing to invite foreign leaders to
attend," Bendat said. "But it sure would
make more sense to invite an ally before an
adversary."Trump on Thursday during an
appearance at the New York Stock
Exchange, where he was ringing the
opening bell to open the market, said he's
been "thinking about inviting certain
people to the inauguration" without
referring to any specific individuals.

"And some people said, "Wow, that's a little

risky, isn't it?" Trump said. "And I said,
'Maybe it is. We'll see. We'll see what
happens.'" But we like to take little

chances."Meanwhile,

a top aide to

inauguration as he ihreu’rens blg taritfs on Beijing

WEST PALM BEACH. US President-elect

mission to the United States will also be
invited, according to a Trump Inaugural
Committee official who was not
authorized to comment publicly and
spoke on condition of anonymity.The
invitation comes as Trump has vowed to
enact massive tariffs on Canada, Mexico
and China to get those countries to do
more to reduce illegal immigration and
the flow of illegal drugs such as fentanyl
into the United States.He has said that, on
his first day in office in January, he would
impose 25% tariffs on all goods imported
from Mexico and Canada and that China

Hungarian President Viktor Orban, one of
Trump's most vocal supporters on the
world stage, said Thursday that Orban isn't
slated to attend the inauguration."There is
no such plan, at least for the time being,"
said Gergely Gulyés, Orban's chief of
staff. The nationalist Hungarian leader is
embraced by Trump but has faced isolation
in Europe as he's sought to undermine the
European Union's support for Ukraine, and
routinely blocked, delayed or watered
down the bloc's efforts to provide weapons
and funding and to sanction Moscow for its
invasion. Orban recently met with Trump at
Mar-a-Lago.Every country's chief of

could be hit with even higher tariffs.China
produces precursor chemicals used in the
production of fentanyl, but Beijing has
stepped up efforts over the last year to crack
down on the export of the chemicals.

"We've been talking and discussing with

President Xi, some things, and others, other
world leaders, and I think we're going to do
very well all around," Trump said in a
CNBC interview Thursday.Xi during a
meeting with President Joe Biden last
month in Beijing urged the United States
not to start a trade war."Make the wise
choice," Xi cautioned.

Brazil's 2026 elections may be
without Lula or Bolsonaro. Here's why

election may offer a field of candidates
featuring neither incumbent Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva nor far-right rival
Jair Bolsonaro.That scenario --
possible, given Lula's state of health
and a ban on Bolsonaro holding
public office -- would present a novel
situation and open the door to
possible successors.Lula, 79, is
currently in hospital, recovering from
emergency surgery on Tuesday to
relieve pressure from bleeding under
his skull related to a bad fall he had in
October.

for throat cancer, and last year a hip
replacement operation.The health
woes undermine the robust image that
the raspy-voiced leftist icon has long
projected, and which galvanized voters
to have him as their president between
2003 and 2010, and again since 2023.

declared himself willing to run again if
no other viable left-wing candidate

emerged."T hope it won't be necessary,"
he said.An ally, Uruguay's ex-president
Jose Mujica, recently told AFP: "Lula's
nearly 80 and he has no replacement.
That is Brazil's misfortune."

Bolsonaro, 69, faces challenges of a legal
nature to try to regain the presidency he
lostto Lulain 2022 elections.

The former army captain, who relishes
being compared to his hero Donald
Trump, has been barred from holding
public office,
because of what police say was a failed
2022 coup plotagainst Lula.

or leaving Brazil,

Bolsonaro got his ban on public office by
making unsubstantiated claims of fraud
in Brazil's electronic voting system in
that year's election.Police say he also
incited a January 8, 2023 insurrection

in which thousands of
supporters stormed the
presidential palace, the
Congress and the Supreme
Court, and allege he had a decree
written to invoke emergency
powers to stay in
charge.Bolsonaro denies the
accusations -- which the
attorney general is currently
weighing to decide if formal
charges will be laid -- and has

vowed to have the ban set aside so he
can run again."l am Plan A, Plan B and
also Plan C" for 2026, he told a radio
program last week."Bolsonaro seeks
inspiration from Trump...
before him a long battle in the courts,"
said Roberto Goulart, an international
relations professor at Brasilia
University.

but has

'Confirm Qur Readiness": Syrian Rebels Vow To
Search For Missing US Journalist Austin Tice

Damascus, Syria.Syria's new 11

leadership said Thursday it was
searching for missing US journalist
Austin Tice and had secured the
release of another American it said had
been held by the ousted government.In
2022, US President Joe Biden accused
Syria of holding Tice, a freelance
photojournalist detained near
Damascus a decade earlier, and
demanded that the government of
Bashar al-Assad release him.

the helm in Syria after Assad's ouster
on Sunday, said that "the search for
American citizen Austin Tice is
ongoing"."We confirm our readiness
to cooperate directly with the US
administration to search for American
citizens disappeared by the former
Assad regime," the transitional
government's department of political
affairs added in a statement on
Telegram.In recent day, Syrian
residents and armed men have broken
into government prisons, freeing
inmates, some of whom have spent
decades behind bars.The political
department's statement said that
another US citizen, Travis Timmerman,
"has been released and

secured".Residents of the Al-Zyabiyeh
neighbourhood of Damascus said they
had found Timmerman wandering
around without shoes."The
municipality guard Mousa Rifai found
him, so we brought him to our house
and fed him and he slept for about an
hour," said Ziyad Nedda."He was held
in the Palestine Branch, he wouldn't
stop saying it.
Palestine Branch in Damascus'," he
said.The
known as Branch 235, was a prison
operated by the Syrian intelligence

9090
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services under Assad.Release 'huge
Christmas present'According to US
media reports,
Timmerman was last seen in
Budapest, Hungary, in early June.His
sister Pixie Rogers described his
release as a "huge Christmas present"
and said she "can't wait for that day"
she
brother. Timmerman's mother "is
very, very ecstatic...overwhelmed,
and just beyond super excited with
this information that we got today,"
Rogers told the US network
CBS.Tice was working for Agence
France-Presse,

29-year-old

is reunited with her

McClatchy News,

The Washington Post, CBS and other

'l was held in the

"Palestine Branch", also

media outlets when he was detained ata
checkpoint in Daraya, a suburb of
Damascus, on August 14, 2012.Last
week, the missing journalist's mother,
Debra, told reporters her son is believed
to be alive and is being "treated well,"
without providing further details.The
rebel forces, led by the Islamist group
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS),
appointed an interim prime minister on
Tuesday to lead Syria until
March.Assad fled the country over the
weekend, ending a half-century of his
family's iron-fisted rule.

FBI should have done more to
collect intelligence before

2021 US Capitol riof,
watchdog finds

WASHINGTON. The FBI should have done more to

collect intelligence before the Capitol riot even
though the bureau did prepare for the possibility of
violence on Jan. 6, 2021, according to a watchdog
report Thursday. It also said no undercover FBI
employees were present that day and none of the
bureau's informants was authorized to participate. The
report from the Justice Department inspector general's
office knocks down a fringe conspiracy theory
advanced by some Republicans in Congress that the
FBI played a role in instigating the events that day,
when rioters determined to overturn Republican
Donald Trump's 2020 election loss to Democrat Joe
Biden stormed the building in a violent clash with
police.The review was released nearly four years after
a dark chapter in history that shook the bedrock of
American democracy. Though narrow in scope, the
report aims to shed light on gnawing questions that
have dominated public discourse, including whether
major intelligence failures preceded the riot and
whether anyone in the crowd was for some reason
acting at the behest of the FBI. It's the latest major
investigation about a day unlike any other in US
history that has already yielded congressional
inquiries and federal and state indictments.The
watchdog found that 26 FBI informants were in
Washington for election-related protests on Jan. 6, and
though three entered either the building or a restricted
area outside, none had been authorized to do so by the
bureau or to break the law or encourage others to do
so.The report also found that the FBI did take
appropriate steps to prepare for the events of Jan. 6,
but failed to scour its 56 field offices across the
country for relevant intelligence.The watchdog's
lengthy review was launched days after the riot,
following revelations that a Jan. 5, 2021, bulletin
prepared by the FBI's Norfolk, Virginia, field office
that warned of the potential for "war" at the
Capitol.The former head of the FBI's office in
Washington has said that once he received that Jan. 5
warning, the information was quickly shared with
other law enforcement agencies through a joint
terrorism task force.But Capitol Police leaders have
said they were unaware of that document at the time
and have insisted that they had no specific or credible
intelligence that any demonstration at the Capitol
would result in a large-scale attack on the
building. FBI Director Chris Wray, who announced
this week his plans to resign at the end President Joe
Biden's term in January, has defended his agency's
handing of the intelligence report. He told lawmakers
in 2021 that the report was disseminated though the
joint terrorism task force, discussed at a command
post in Washington and posted on an internet portal
available to other law enforcement agencies.

"We did communicate that information in a timely

fashion to the Capitol Police and (Metropolitan Police
Department) in not one, not two, but three different
ways," Wray said at the time.

More than 50 people, including children
killed by latest Israeli airstrikes in Gaza

The latest deadly strike hit the

urban Nuseirat refugee camp just

hours after Joe Biden’s national

security adviser, Jake Sullivan, told

reporters in Jerusalem that the

ceasefire in Lebanon has helped

clear the way for a potential deal

to end the war in Gaza between
Israel and Palestine.

has confirmed that there is no evidence of any
foreign-based involvement from coastal vessels.

In a presser, Kirby said, "We have no evidence at this
time that the reported drone sightings pose a
national security or a public safety threat or have a
foreign nexus. The Department of Homeland
Security and the FBI are investigating these
sightings, and they’re working closely with state
and local law enforcement to provide resources,
using numerous detection methods to better
understand their origin."

world. An Israeli airstrike flattened a
multistory building in central Gaza, killing
at least 25 people and wounding dozens
more, according to Palestinian medical
officials, after strikes Thursday across the
Gaza Strip killed at least 28 others.The
latest deadly strike hit the urban Nuseirat

refugee camp just hours after U.S.
President Joe Biden’s national security
adviser, Jake Sullivan, told reporters in
Jerusalem that the recent ceasefire in
Lebanon has helped clear the way for a
potential deal to end the war in Gaza
between Israel and Hamas.The Israeli
military did not immediately comment on
the deadly strike in Nuseirat. Israel says it
is trying to eliminate Hamas. The Israeli
military says Hamas militants hide among
Gaza’s civilian population.The fighting
has plunged Gaza into a severe
humanitarian crisis, with experts warning
of famine in some of the hardest-hit parts of
the territory.Israel’s offensive has killed
over 44,800 Palestinians in Gaza, more
than half of them women and children,
according to the Gaza Health Ministry,
which does not say how many were
combatants.Two UN aid convoys violently
attacked in Gaza, US food agency says

Two U.N. aid convoys were violently

attacked in Gaza, making it virtually

security personnel who had been
expected to ensure the convoy’s safety,
WEFP said.The Rome-based agency
said the convoy was forced to proceed
from Kerem Shalom to central Gaza
without any security arrangements,
using the Philadelphi corridor, an
Israeli-controlled route that had been
recently approved and successfully
utilized twice.On the way, WFP said,
conflict and insecurity led to a loss of
communications with the convoy for

impossible for humanitarian agencies to
operate without putting staff and civilians
atrisk, the U.N. food agency says.

On Wednesday, a 70-truck convoy from

Kerem Shalom was waiting for personnel
to safeguard the food and other aid destined
for central Gaza when there were reported
attacks by Israeli forces in the nearby
humanitarian zone, the U.N. World Food
Program said Thursday.More than 50
people are now estimated to have died in
the attacks, including civilians and local

more than 12 hours. ”Eventually, the
trucks were found but all food and aid
supplies were looted,” the U.N. agency
said.In a second incident, Israeli soldiers
approached a WFP convoy moving out of
the Kissufim crossing into central Gaza,
fired warning shots, conducted extensive
security checks, and temporarily detained
drivers and staff, the agency said.

“As the trucks were delayed, four out of the

five trucks were lost to violent armed
looting,” WFP said.
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Viswanathan Anand shares
throwhack photo of Gukesh:
The boy who would be King

New Delhi. Five-time World Chess
Champion Viswanathan Anand continued to
celebrate D Gukesh's historic world
championship triumph. On Friday, the
legendary chess player took to social media
to share an old photograph of himself with a
young D. Gukesh. On December 12, Gukesh
defeated Ding Liren in a thrilling decisive
final game in the Championship match to
claim the prestigious title, becoming only
the second Indian to do so after
Anand.Anand, who met Gukesh as a child,
fondly referred to him as the "boy who
would be king" in his post, recognising the
immense talent the young chess prodigy
displayed even then. Gukesh shattered a 38-
year-old record held by Russian legend
Garry Kasparov, who became World
Champion at 22 in 1985. At just 18, Gukesh
has now etched his name into chess history.

Gukesh is one of the students in the first batch
of the WestBridge Anand Chess Academy,
founded by Anand. The WACA has been
supporting young chess talents with
exposure to the best minds in the sport. The
match against Ding was a closely contested
affair, with both players tied at 6.5 points
heading into the final game. The deciding
Game 14 showcased Gukesh’s strategic
brilliance and composure under pressure.
Ding, playing with the white pieces, seemed
poised for a draw until a costly mistake on
the 53rd move sealed his fate. Gukesh’s

EN N

consistent pressure, aided by a pawn
advantage, forced an uncharacteristic error
from the defending champion, marking a
dramatic end to the contest.

Following the victory, an emotional Gukesh
was seen shedding tears of joy. In a moment,
reflecting his humility and sportsmanship,
the young champion rearranged the chess
pieces on the board and applauded Ding for
the intense battle they had shared.Anand’s
acknowledgment of Gukesh’s achievement
as a heralding moment for a new generation
of chess stars resonates deeply within the
Indian chess community. This historic win
positions Gukesh as a global ambassador for
the sport, inspiring aspiring players across
the world. With this triumph, Gukesh has not
only secured his place in the annals of chess
history but has also ensured that India
continues to be a significant force on the
global chess stage.

Hojlund gets Manchester United

over Viktoria Plzen, Tottenham
draw stalemate

New Delhi.

Cricket to Chess: Mental coach Paddy Upton
a constant in India's spr’ng highs

Chess World Championship: D
Gukesh gave a special mention to
Paddy Upton, emphasising the
significant role played by the mental
conditioning coach in his road to
glory. The former South African
cricketer was also part of India's

2011 World Cup-winning team.
e

New Delhi. Paddy Upton has made a habit of

shaping sporting champions. From crafting
India's mental resilience for the 2011 Cricket
World Cup —the cricket team’s first title in 28
years — to inspiring the men’s hockey team to
a historic bronze medal at the Tokyo
Olympics, Upton’s expertise has
transcended disciplines.

His latest triumph? Guiding Indian teenage
Grandmaster D Gukesh to World Chess
Championship glory.Gukesh and Upton
began collaborating in mid-2024, with the
connection facilitated by Sandeep Singhal,

co-founder of the WestBridge-Anand Chess |

Academy (WACA). Although Gukesh had a
team filled with chess greats, WACA
recognised the need for a mental
conditioning expert. That led them to
approach Upton, whose illustrious CV made
him an obvious choice.Soon after the
historic victory, Gukesh revealed his team of
seconds (professional players who assist
others) and gave a special mention to Upton,
emphasising the significant role the former
South African cricketer played in his
journey to glory.

Upton, a former first-class cricketer from
South Africa, understood little about chess
itself, but he worked on shaping Gukesh’s
mental fortitude.Also Read: How
'heartbroken fan' D Gukesh was fuelled by
Anand's 2013 lossGukesh needed to be at his
mental best, especially amid chatter about
Ding Liren’s lean patch leading up to the
World Championship. Some pundits even
speculated that Ding might not show up to
defend his crown. However, the Chinese
Grandmaster surprised everyone with an
exceptional performance in the opening
game in Singapore, playing his best chess in
two years. In the decisive Game 14, Ding
was mere minutes away from forcing a
tiebreaker in the Championship, but
Gukesh’s persistence, focus, and a critical
blunder from Ding turned the game in his

favour on Thursday."Paddy has been a huge,
huge support for me in the last six months.
Although he is not part of my chess team, he
has been a very, very important person in this
journey. One of the critical aspects we
worked on was managing the uncertainty
around my opponent’s form and approach.
Paddy doesn’t understand chess deeply, but
he understands sport and the psychology
behind it," Gukesh remarked.

Upton and Gukesh held weekly sessions
focused on fostering mental clarity and
maintaining composure under pressure,
essential traits for championship-level play.
Upton’s emphasis on simplicity became a
cornerstone of their strategy.Gukesh’s World
Championship victory not only cements his
place among the chess elite but also
underscores the growing significance of
mental conditioning in modern sports.As

~ Chennai to Singapore: Gukesh's triumph

heralds a new golden age for Indian ches

World Chess Championship: D
Gukesh's success at the highest level
and the rise of a young crop of Indian
Grandmasters make for exciting
times for Indian Chess.

A flight from Chennai to
Singapore takes four hours, give or take. But
for Indian chess fans, the journey to
redemption has taken 11 long years. Back in
Chennai, 2013, the dreams of a billion were
shattered when Viswanathan Anand
succumbed to Magnus Carlsen, ending his
illustrious six-year reign as one of the best
chess players in the world. Now, 11 years
later, in Singapore, Gukesh beat Ding Liren
in one of the most spectacular games in the
history of the World Chess
Championships.The final moments of
Thursday's game will forever be etched in
the minds of a billion Indians.Gukesh,
realising the ultimate blunder from Ding
Liren, composed himself and kept his
emotions under check. In these situations,

the chances of a blunder increase many
times. Gukesh, with a pawn up and going
into the King's endgame, concluded the
moment was his. He made the move, walked
around the room and tried to keep calm. He
laughed in disbelief over the blunder. When
Ding offered the handshake, the emotions
just poured out. A billion Indians celebrated.
The World Chess Championships had come
back home after 11 years. When Gukesh won
the World Chess Championships,
somewhere Viswanathan Anand had a calm
smile. His legacy has only been cemented by
Gukesh's immortal feat. Gukesh is also part
of the Westbridge Anand Chess Academy.
Now, the academy has produced a world
champion. When Anand won the World
Chess Championships, the era was different.

There was dispute in FIDE. Many
westerners felt that an Indian did not
have the mentality to win a major world
title. When Anand won the title in 2000,
many put it down stating that FIDE was
splitand who is the best player disputed.
But from 2007 till 2012, there was
domination unlike any.In Gukesh's
case, there was a question mark as to
who will take over from Anand. Social
media and technology had erupted
exponentially in the decade following
Anand's loss. Now, chess engines were
becoming sophisticated. Social media was
the x-factor in preparation. Overcoming all
of'that at the age of 18 is truly a monumental
moment.Speaking exclusively to India
Today, Viswanathan Anand remarked,
"Gukesh's win will go a long way for Chess
in India." The godfather of Indian Chess has
never spoken truer words. CHESS ON THE
HIGH IN INDIAAGAIN?

In India, there is appreciation for the sport if

you keep on winning. Shooting would never
have grown big in India had it not been for
Abhinav Bindra's epoch-making gold medal
in Beijing in 2008. Javelin would not have
been the buzzword had Neeraj Chopra not
secured the ultimate prize in Tokyo 2021.

New

Gukesh noted, "It’s really cool that Paddy
helped India win the 2011 World Cup.
Thirteen years later, he has helped India
win the Chess Championship."Speaking to
Chess24, Upton reflected: "One of the
biggest mistakes newcomers make at big
events is thinking they need to do
something special. The key is consistency —
doing what you’ve been doing really well,
one move at a time."This philosophy
proved crucial in the gruelling World
Championship matches, where Gukesh’s
ability to remain calm under pressure
ultimately tipped the scales in his
favour.Beyond mental preparation, Upton
also introduced physical workouts to ensure
Gukesh remained sharp and balanced.As
Gukesh explained, "Not only the mental
part, but he also planned workouts to keep
me in shape physically. Our sessions were
about having conversations, sharing
thoughts, and receiving feedback. Paddy
listened to my thoughts and gave me
invaluable insights."WHEN UPTON
MOULDED CRICKET AND HOCKEY
CHAMPIONS

Upton’s journey with elite athletes highlights

the universal applicability of mental
conditioning. In cricket, he was part of Gary
Kirsten’s coaching team that masterminded
India’s 2011 World Cup triumph, a victory
etched in the nation’s collective memory.ss

AUS vs IND, 3rd Test Weather
Prediction: Will rain play
spoilsport at the Gabba

Delhi. As Rohit Sharma-led India
prepares to face Australia in the third Test of
the five-match Border-Gavaskar Trophy at
the iconic Gabba in Brisbane, starting on
Saturday, December 14, the looming threat of
rain could significantly impact the match. The
series is currently tied at 1-1, with Australia
bouncing back from their loss in the Perth
Test with a commanding win in the pink-ball
Test in Adelaide. Both teams are eager to take
control, but weather conditions may play a
crucial role in determining the outcome of
this highly anticipated clash.India now return
to the scene of their historic 2021 victory,
where they became the first visiting team to
win a Test at the Gabba in 33 years. This
victory came despite significant challenges,
as India was missing key players like Virat
Kohli, Jasprit Bumrah, R. Ashwin, and

Mohammed Shami. This time around, India is
aiming for a similar result, with their World
Test Championship Final hopes hanging by a
thread, and a rain-threatened Brisbane Test
could complicate their pursuit of a series
win.Although Brisbane has enjoyed sunny
conditions leading up to the Test, forecasts

New Delhi. An eventful evening of UEFA

Europa League action saw Manchester
United edge Viktoria Plzen 2-1, courtesy of a
timely brace from Rasmus Hojlund. Trailing
1-0 at half-time, United turned the tide in the
second half under Ruben Amorim's
guidance, securing the Portuguese manager's
third victory in six games. Hojlund’s stellar
performance rescued United, but questions
lingered over Marcus Rashford's form as the
Red Devils continue to seek consistency.
Despite their struggles, the crucial three
points bolster United’s campaign in a highly
competitive group stage.Elsewhere,
Tottenham Hotspur, managed by Ange
Postecoglou, were held to a 1-1 draw by
Scottish Premiership heavyweights Rangers.
The visitors initially took the lead in the first
half, but Dejan Kulusevski equalized at the

75th-minute mark, salvaging a point for
Spurs. Though Tottenham dominated
possession, their inability to capitalize on
opportunities underscored ongoing issues in
finishing critical matches. Rangers,
meanwhile, celebrated the result as a
testament to their defensive resilience and
counterattacking prowess.Serie A side Lazio
secured a convincing 3-1 victory over Dutch
giants AFC Ajax. The match saw veteran
forward Pedro roll back the years with a
clinical finish, helping his side maintain
dominance throughout the encounter.
Lazio's midfield control and attacking
efficiency proved too much for Ajax, as
Maurizio Sarri’s team climbed higher in their
group standings, demonstrating their intent
to progress deep into the
competition.Arguably the most thrilling
encounter of the evening took place in Lyon,
where Olympique Lyonnais edged
Bundesliga side Eintracht Frankfurt in a 3-2
nail-biter. Both teams displayed attacking
intent and traded blows in a high-octane
match, but Lyon’s superior composure in key
moments sealed the victory. The win was
crucial for Lyon as they aim to reclaim
European prominence, while Frankfurt rued
missed chances in an otherwise valiant
effort.

New Delhi.

New Delhi.

W1 vs BAN: West Indies thump Bangladesh

to clinchan

West Indies capped off a
dominant 3-0 ODI series victory over
Bangladesh with a thrilling four-wicket
win in the third ODI at Werner Park, St.
Kitts, on December 12. Debutant Amir
Jangoo’s unbeaten 104 and Keacy Carty’s
remarkable 95 were the driving forces
behind the hosts successfully chasing a
challenging 322-run target, marking only
the fourth time in West Indies history
they’ve achieved a 300-plus ODI
chase.Opting to bowl first, the West
Indies’ bowling unit, led by Alzarri Joseph
and Roston Chase, restricted Bangladesh to
321. Joseph claimed two wickets, while
Chase’s consistent spin pegged back the
visitors, who relied on a captain’s knock
from Mehidy Hasan Miraz in his 77,

alongside the likes of Mahmadullah's 84,
and also a steady 73 from Soumya Sarkar.
However, the total proved insufficient
against a resurgent West Indies side.The
chase began shakily for West Indies, with
openers Brandon King and Alick Athanaze

emorable 3-0 ODI series win

falling cheaply. After being 86/4,
Keacy Carty and Jangoo steadied the
ship, forming a crucial 132-run
partnership. Debutant Jangoo
exhibited nerves of steel, anchoring the
innings with precision and unleashing
a flurry of boundaries to keep the
required run rate in check.Carty, too,
played a pivotal role, falling just five
runs short of a second ODI century
after a valiant 95. His dismissal at a
critical juncture could have tilted the
balance, but Jangoo’s composed approach
ensured the West Indies stayed on track.
With lower-order contributions from
skipper Shai Hope and Romario Shepherd,
the hosts sealed the win in the penultimate
over.Jangoo’s century .

indicate thunderstorms on December 14.
Australia captain Pat Cummins addressed this
during his pre-match conference,
downplaying concerns but acknowledging
the possibility of interruptions.

AUS vs IND 3rd Test: Weather Forecast
According to AccuWeather, the temperature on

December 14 in Brisbane is expected to hover
around 27 degrees Celsius, with high
humidity. Rainfall probability exceeds 60%,
with thunderstorms likely during the morning
session. The match, scheduled to begin at
10:50 AM local time (5:30 AM IST), could
see interruptions affecting Day 1.As India
prepares to battle a strong Australian side and
unpredictable weather, the stakes for the
Gabba Test are sky-high, and the hosts have
already received a major boost with their star
pacer Josh Hazlewood returning to the mix
after missing the Adelaide Test with injury.

Pat Cummins warns India of another bouncer

has warned India of another barrage of short-
pitched deliveries in the third Test of the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy in Brisbane. After
finding success with the strategy of targeting
Indian batters with bouncers, the star fast
bowler suggested Australia might continue
the approach at the iconic Gabba.Cummins
faced criticism for an underwhelming
performance in the series opener in Perth,
where India secured a commanding 295-run
victory. However, he rediscovered his
rhythm through the use of bouncers, claiming
afive-wicket haul in the second innings of the
pink-ball Test in Adelaide. Cummins bent his
back and targeted the Indian batters' helmets,
bowling them out for 175 in their second
innings After Mitchell Starc swung his way

barrage, reveals Gabba pitch

Australia captain Pat Cummins advertisement"Yes, potentially,"

Cummins
said when asked if India could expect more
bouncers in the third Test. The Australian
captain was addressing the media at the
Gabba on Friday -- the eve of the Brisbane
battle."It worked out in the Adelaide Test.

It's always in the back of your mind as a bit |

of a Plan B, or if it's looking really
uncomfortable and likely to take wickets,
maybe it comes with Plan A for some of the
batters."It worked in Adelaide, so I'm sure
we'll give it a shot at some point this Test,"
he added.India's lacklustre batting display in
Adelaide helped Australia level the series at
1-1. While key players like Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma succumbed to seam and
swing, several batters fell victim to short-
pitched deliveries.

to six wickets in the first innings, Cummins - MMINS ON GABBA PITCH
rattled the Indian line-up with his pace and Cummins also commented on the nature of the

bounce.

Gabba pitch, noting that it might not be as
lively as its reputation suggests. The
Australian captain explained that recent
sunny weather in Brisbane will have its
effect on the way the pitch would behave in
the coming days.

Gabba Test: Complete Guide

"Tlooked at it yesterday — it looked like a good

wicket, like it has been the last few years,"

T Ab————— e

prediction

Cummins said."A bit of sun baking it the
last couple of days (means) I don't think
it's as green and leafy as it was against
South Africa," he added.Australia
remained unbeaten at the Gabba for 33
years until India broke their streak in
2021. Earlier this year, Australia lost a
pink-ball Test to the West Indies at the
same venue. Interestingly, both defeats
occurred in January, during the latter part
of the Australian summer.Reflecting on
the phenomenon of pre-Christmas Tests
at the Gabba, Cummins said: "it's a bit more
humid and hotter in January. Joshy
Hazlewood always has some theories, saying
Januarys are hotter and sweatier. Honestly, I
can't remember much."Australia confirmed
one change in their XI for the Gabba Test,
bringing back fit-again Josh Hazlewood in
place of Scott Boland.
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entertainment industry. The talented star, known for her infectious energy and
1rr651st1ble charm, has been winning hearts since her debut. Besides stupefying
media user who keeps sharing updates with her Insta family.

Having said that, the Bigg Boss fame recently posted a picture on her social media,
took to her Instagram stories, giving fans a glimpse of her cosy nights, spending
quality time around a warm bonfire. In the snippet, Shehnaaz was cosying up near a

For the bonfire night, the actress picked up comfy
casuals. She was dressed in a cosy puffer jacket
chills, Shehnaaz covered her ears and mouth with a
purple scarf and mask. She captioned the picture,

Meanwhile, Shehnaaz Gill paid tribute to Sidharth
Shukla on his birth anniversary today. On a

et heartfelt post on her Instagram story, saying,
:12.”
the controversial reality show Bigg
0ss 13. Their friendship bloomed
I since then they remained one
‘the most talked-about aspects
rand playful banter won the
hearts of fans worldwide. Even
often spotted together at events
and parties. The actor’s sudden
1iehnaaz and his fans devastated.
iking about Shehnaaz Gill’s professional front, the actress was last seen
Joh Wala Video. In the peppy track, she performed sizzling dance moves
ressed in a drop-dead gorgeous, bold blue outfit. Before this, she starred
Kundrra, Anil Kapoor, Kusha Kapila, and Dolly Singh.
Now, she has announced her next project, tentatively titled
Iso has Sab First Class in her lineup, opposite Varun Sharma.
L] , L] f
Spotted At Anand L Rai’s Office, Fans,

Th |
and Bahut Hai
W L ] L]
inter With
ctress and singer Shehnaaz Gill is one of the celebrated figures in the
fans with her acting chops and impeccable style, the actress has been an ardent social
showing how she is embracing the winter season in style. On Wednesday, Shehnaaz
bonfire while sitting near a group of people.
paired with a floral palazzo pant. To beat the winter
“Thand Bahut Hai.”
completely black background, she penned a simple
Sidharth Shukla and Shehnaaz Gill met on
ide the confines of the house,
the show. Their chemistry
after the show ended, they were
eath in September 2021 left
item song, Sajna Ve Sajna, in the Rajkumar Rao starrer Vicky Vidya Ka
n Thank You For Coming, alongside Bhumi Pednekar, Karan
’ Production No. 1, helmed by Amarjit Singh Saron. The actress
Can’t Wait For The Announcemen
t Wait For The A i

she exchanged a warm hug with the Zero director. She was
also seen interacting with the team members. Joining the |
two was casting director Mukesh Chhabra. ;

>y
Tere Ishk Mein was
announced in June last year
with a fiery promotional
video that featured
Dhanush with long hair and
a heavy beard look.

riti Sanon, who was last seen in the thriller film Do

Patti, has still not announced her next project yet.

ut reports suggest that she will be next paired
opposite south actor Dhanush in director Anand L Rai’s
upcoming romantic drama Tere Ishk Mein. As fans await

an official confirmation from the maker, on Wednesday,
the National Film Award-winning actress was snapped

Kriti kept it extremely casual as she opted for a blue
sweatshirt paired with matching pants. She kept her mid-
parted hair open in waves and let them cascade down to
her shoulder. Previously, Pinkvilla reported that Kriti will
be the female lead opposite Dhanush in Anand L Rai’s
Tere Ishk Mein. The film is going to be an AR Rahman
musical. However, an official release date of the film s yet
to be revealed.Tere Ishk Mein was announced in June last
year with a fiery promotional video that featured Dhanush
with long hair and a heavy beard look. Earlier actress
Triptii Dimri’s name also erupted to play the female lead
in the film. Tere Ishk Mein marks Anand L Rai’s third
collaboration with Dhanush after the success of
Raanjhanaa and Atrangi Re.Talking about Kriti, 2023 has
been quite a blessing for the actress as she receivea P ' s
audience appreciation for her performances in all-n&:';;}' & "_\( ,r‘
her three films released this year including « £ "% ‘
Teri Baaton Mein Aisa Uljha Jiya m/ ; —"‘ﬁ}
which she played arobot, followed / S
by Crew which featured the o, ~
actress playing a cabin crew
and lastly, Do Patti in
which she played a
double role of twm’&
sisters for the first,.”

with Anand L Rai at his office. Several pictures and videos ~ time. Do Pattjf ! :
of'the actor-director duo went viral. also marke ‘5 W
n one such video, shared by popular paparazzo Manav  Kriti’s debut af %} {
Manglani, the Mimi actress could be seen leaving the — aproducer. #& ?.

Later,

Akshay Kumar Injures Eye
While Performing Stunt On
Housefull 5 Sets: Report

kshay Kumar reportedly injured his eye

while performing a stunt on the sets of

Housefull 5. The film, which is in its
final stages of shooting, has only a few scenes
left to wrap up.

According to HT City, the incident occurred
during a stunt when an object accidentally
struck Akshay’s eye. A source revealed, “An
ophthalmologist was called on the set
immediately, who bandaged the eye and asked
him to take some rest, while the shoot resumed
with the other actors. However, even with the
injury, Akshay is determined to join the shoot
back soon because the film is in final stages of
shoot, and he doesn’t want it to get delayed.”

The upcoming comedy marks the reunion of
Akshay Kumar and Riteish Deshmukh, along
with the return of Abhishek Bachchan,
Shreyas Talpade, Chunky Panday, Jacqueline
Fernandez, and Nargis Fakhri. The new
additions to the ensemble include Fardeen
Khan, Dino Morea, Johnny Lever, Sanjay
Dutt, Nana Patekar, Sonam Bajwa,
Chitrangda Singh, Soundarya Sharma, and
veteran actor Jackie Shroff.

The film’s production began earlier this year
with an extensive 40-day schedule aboard a
cruise ship. The ship sailed across picturesque
locations, including Newcastle, Spain,
Normandy, Honfleur, and Plymouth. Directed
by Tarun Mansukhani, Housefull 5 is slated to
release in theaters on June 6, 2025.

Apart from Housefull 5, Akshay has an exciting
lineup of films in the pipeline. He will be seen
reprising his iconic roles in Hera Pheri 3,
Welcome To The Jungle, and Jolly LLB 3,
promising a packed schedule of blockbuster
releases in the coming years.

Besides this, there’s a lot of excitement among
fans about Akshay Kumar’s upcoming horror-
comedy film Bhooth Bangla, which reunites
the actor with Priyadarshan after 14 years!
The first captivating poster of the movie
piqued fans’ curiosity about the film. Now,
taking the comedy and thrilling quotient a
notch higher, the makers unveiled yet another
intriguing poster of Bhooth Bangla earlier this
week. Akshay Kumar announced that he has
begun shooting for the film, while also
revealing its release date- 2nd April, 2026!

Shraddha Kapoor’s
LOL Post Features

“Thoda Drama” And A

“Sad Song”

guessed it right — she has shared another

hilarious post that is sure to make her fans
smile. Her latest Instagram Stories features a
street vendor preparing sweet potato chaat — a
favourite for all desi food lovers. But here is the
fun twist: in the background, the iconic track
Mera Piya Ghar Aaya by Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan,
gives the video a dramatic, yet playful vibe.

Shraddha Kapoor is at it again. Yes, you

Shraddha, being her usual witty self, added the

caption: “Kuch nai vro...Sad songs sunne ka
man kar raha tha, thoda drama kar diya." Too
funny Shraddha, too funny.

Meanwhile, Shraddha Kapoor recently attended

the Red Sea International Film Festival in
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. On the red carpet of the
prestigious event, she posed alongside Spider-
Man actor Andrew Garfield. Pictures and videos
featuring Shraddha and Andrew quickly went
viral on the internet.

the Hollywood actor spoke about his
“lovely" meeting with Shraddha. “We had a
lovely, very brief meeting at the red carpet. She
seems very, very lovely and kind and gentle,"
Andrew said in a conversation with Pinkvilla.

Shraddha Kapoor’s last film Stree 2 made all the

right noises at the box office. In the movie, Varun
Dhawan made a cameo appearance as Bhaskar, a
role he played in Bhediya.

Interestingly, both the Bhediya and Stree series fall

under Maddock Films’ horror-comedy universe.
Recently, in an interview with Pinkvilla,
Shraddha was asked if she would be a part of
Varun Dhawan’s Bhediya 2. To this, Shraddha
replied, “Only time will tell if any more cameos
of mine come up in any of the other Maddock
films. I don’t know yet."Talking about her
upcoming projects, Shraddha Kapoor added,
“Very soon, I will share the films that I will be
doing, which I will be shooting for next year."
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