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How Al skills will
drive economic
growth in 2025

With artificial intelligence poised to reshape
industries worldwide, a paradox is emerging.
Despite a growing demand for people with the
knowledge to leverage the technology’s potential,
Al-related skills remain in short supply.The
scarcity of Al-related skills — from proficiency in
machine learning, prompt engineering and data
science to an understanding of AI’s ethical
implications — is becoming a major obstacle in
deploying the technology effectively. In one recent
report, 47 per cent of executives say their
employees lack the necessary skills. This will
affect companies’ ability to move Al projects from
conception to implementation. A 2023 report from
the World Economic Forum finds that “six in 10
workers will require training before 2027, but only
half of workers are seen to have access to adequate
training opportunities today.”This gap in skills
bodes ill not only for individual career growth, but
also for economic growth more broadly.
Capitalising on the opportunities that Al presents
will require updated approaches to education and
training. In the coming year, educational and
vocational institutions will likely place a much
greater emphasis on teaching Al ethics skills, offer
flexible lifelong learning and infuse Al into their
offerings to be more competitive.

Al ethics skills will become a core concern — and
for good reason. In the space of just a few years,
generative Al has become available to anyone with
a computer and an internet connection. For
employers and their information technology (IT)
departments, this raises the problem of “shadow
AL” or unsanctioned use of generative Al by
employees. It could expose companies to a wide
range of security, compliance, and reputational
risks. In addition, the workforce will need Al
ethics skills to manage new Al agents: tools that
can automate complex tasks that would otherwise
require human resources.

Shadow and agentic Al both demand new guardrails
to help users protect Al applications based on
responsible Al practices. To this end, education
providers will begin to emphasise training on the
fundamentals of AI explainability, fairness,
robustness, transparency and privacy. Without a
basic understanding of how Al models generate
their output, for example, those responsible for
protecting data or controlling autonomous systems
will be ill-equipped for the task.

With Al and other new technologies evolving
rapidly, lifelong learning will become the new
normal. The process can be divided into
developing skills that meet immediate needs,
anticipate future needs and furnish always-in-
demand expertise.Many traditional roles within an
organisation will soon change. For example, some
employees who currently work independently
(who don’t manage other people) may join new
types of teams in which humans manage Al agents.
And to prepare them for this fundamental change,
demand for online courses and digital credentials
in Al-related fields like natural language
processing and machine learning will likely
increase.Moreover, the future use of quantum
computing will continue to drive the need for new
skills. And the steady rise in the number and
variety of cyberattacks — such as “harvest now
and decrypt later” (HNDL) hacks — underscores
the importance of up-to-date cybersecurity
skills.That is why our own organisation is working
with community colleges across four US states to
offer a new cybersecurity certificate that will
prepare students for in-demand roles across the
workforce. Similarly, our collaborations with
Singapore Polytechnic and historically black
colleges and universities (HBCUs) in the US
provide free training in Al to young learners. And
while this process may begin in the classroom, we
can also expect to see more opportunities for
upskilling as the relevant technologies evolve. For
anyone who wants to stay competitive in the job
market, lifelong learning has become
indispensable.

ONLY a strong institutional response will serve

India learning to play it both ways

THE GREAT GAME: In Afghanistan and Bangladesh, India’s hyper-realist foreign policy is the mantra for our times

FOREIGN Secretary Vikrim Misri’s measured
remarks on his visit to Bangladesh with the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on External
Affairs in Delhi this week is a welcome return to the
realistic middle ground for which India’s foreign
policy has been well known.Most interestingly,
Misri addressed the Sheikh Hasina question with
full forthrightness. He was speaking to his MPs, but,
no doubt, the message was being read and heard in
Dhaka equally carefully. The result was a fine
balance, an adroit defence of a friend of whom you
have not fully approved in the past nor in the present
circumstances, but cannot fully wash your
hands of.

Misri said Hasina was using "private
communication devices" — sometimes
called a phone or an ipad or a computer, via
any number of service providers — to
make the highly critical comments that she
had recently done on the Bangladesh
interim government and its chief adviser
Muhammed Yunus as well as Dhaka’s lack
of protection of the minority Hindu
community in Bangladesh. Misri never
once said whether India approved of what
Hasina was saying. He pointed out that
India’s ties with Dhaka were not
dependent on a "single political party" but
focused on the "people of Bangladesh."

So, let’s read between the not-so-finely-
drawn lines. India, Misri was clearly
saying, was ready to move on from its old
tie with Hasina and try to restore a measure
of normalcy with Naya Bangladesh —
after all, it’s not as if Delhi has not dealt &
with not-so-friendly governments in its
eastern neighbour before. Ask Ronen Sen,
the old ambassador with a penchant for history,
about the time when Mujibur Rahman, Hasina’s
father, was assassinated that late night or early
morning, depending on your sleep cycle, back in
1975, and why such a brutal event, if not an
assassination, was waiting to happen. Ask the other
ageing diplomat with a razor-sharp mind, Deb
Mukharji, about his interactions with Hasina and
Khaleda Zia and why the two women who ran the
country between them for decades detested each
other with such full-blown certainty, and why the
August4 "uprising" or "debacle", depending on how
you saw it, was inevitable.

Let’s move on. Misri was telling Dhaka, even as he
spoke to the Indian parliamentarians in Delhi. It’s
been an ugly episode, ugly for us, too. Misri will

never say this, nor will any serving Indian diplomat,
but the fact remains that when India supported
Hasina in her last victory this January as well as the
last time she won, in January 2019, it had not-so-
delicately held its diplomatic nose.

Involve the opposition parties, Delhi had told Hasina

repeatedly, talk to Khaleda Zia and to the rest of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party, ask them to
participate in the elections, this is not a one-party
state. Delhi’s advice to Mujib’s daughter was as
much for herself, for the people of Bangladesh,
whose loyalties were divided down the middle

between the Awami League and the BNP, as for the
safety and security of its own north-eastern states,
several of which share the more than 4,000-km-long
boundary between them.India’s new tie with
Bangladesh is as interesting as the one it is building
with the Afghan Taliban. Only a few weeks ago,
senior Indian diplomat JP Singh travelled again to
Kabul to meet the Taliban Defence Minister, Mullah
Yaqoob — who also happens to be Mullah Omar’s
son. The meeting set off alarm bells in several parts
of the neighbourhood, notably Pakistan.

Some Americans wondered if Delhi was making nice

with the bad guys — although it is more than likely
that the Deep States in India as well as in the US
were fully on board with the move. Remember that
the Taliban have not touched one brick of the US
embassy in Kabul since the Americans fled two

Dishonourable

years ago; certainly, all sides are waiting for another
round of the great game. Certainly, the Russians are
obliging by removing the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan from their list of banned entities.

You might wonder about Delhi’s hyper-realism, and
what exactly is going on. You might ask yourself: is
it actually true that India wants to be friends with a
regime that has banned women from singing, or girls
from studying in schools beyond Class VI and kept
most other human rights in abeyance? The fact is
that India is taking a leaf out of the book the big
powers have read and torn up, chapter by chapter,
whenever they felt like it.The simple
answer is that India may be finally
learning to play it both ways. To support
the ghoulish Taliban regime because it
helps protect India’s northern border
once removed — it is Pakistan that has a
border, not India, of course — and
because India hopes that a friendly
Taliban could sometime in the future
come to its aid in allowing Indian
operatives to put pressure on Pakistan
on its northern frontier.

As the year comes to an end, the
interesting change in the Modi
government’s foreign policy in its third
term is that it has no special friends or
enemies. (The one exception, of course,
is Pakistan). The decision to end the
fracas at the Line of Actual Control and
strike a deal with the Chinese was taken
with the full force of knowledge that a
military standoff at high altitude was
being undermined by a burgeoning
imbalance in bilateral trade. Perhaps,
the Russians helped —who knows.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s visit to Moscow
this week is as much a part of this hyper-realism as is
the decision to cut a deal with the incoming Trump
administration, whatever it takes. The last time
around when Trump was in power, some arguments
— some as small as high tariffs around American
chicken’s legs, medical equipment and super-
expensive Harley Davidson motorcycles — had
threatened to overtake the relationship. This time
around, Delhi is not about to strike the iron with
things so small and silly.The moral of 2024 is also
that power is not enough; it is the exercise of that
power that is equally important. From Yunus’
Bangladesh to the Raj Kapoor dynasts who recently
met PM Modi, the message is simple. Only if you
stand long enough can you be counted.

Allahabad HC judge has done a big disservice

the cause of justice following the communally
charged remarks by a judge of the Allahabad
High Court. Demands have been put forth for an
inquiry against Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav,
suspension of his judicial work and even
impeachment. The Supreme Court has sought
details of the controversial speech amid protests
that this brazen violation of the code of conduct
casts doubts on the judiciary's independence
and neutrality. Addressing an event organised
by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad on the Uniform
Civil Code, Justice Yadav said the country
would function as per the wishes of the majority.
Replete with communal slurs, his speech also
alluded to the media attention it would generate.
A line has been crossed, and what's worse, all
too knowingly.Impartiality is the cornerstone of
the Constitution and the rule of law. An individual who has

THE havoc caused, the deaths and the social chaos
witnessed during the Covid-19 pandemic are gradually
fading from public memory. This ought not be. That
pandemic was neither the first such health emergency
nor will it be the last one that has the potential to engulf
the entire world.Any extraordinary event which
constitutes a public health risk through the international
spread of disease and requires a coordinated
international response, implies a situation that is serious,
sudden, unusual or unexpected. Since 2007, WHO has
officially declared seven such public health emergencies
of international concern. These were the influenza
pandemic (2009), Ebola (2013-2015, and 2018-2020),
poliomyelitis (2014 to present), Zika (2016), Covid-19
pandemic (2020) and mpox (2022 and 2024). Given their
frequency and regularity of occurrence, it can be
logically surmised that the next pandemic is knocking at
our doors. The question is when it will appear with a
potential to repeat or exceed the magnitude of previous
pandemics.What causes a pandemic? Most pandemics
during the current millennium are caused by viruses of
animal origin which have originated from wildlife where
millions of viruses continue to circulate. Most of these
viruses are transported by bats from wildlife into nearby
animal and human habitation thus kicking an
epidemiological cascade from local outbreak to massive
epidemics and a possible pandemic. The degradation of
the environment, especially deforestation, enhances the
proximity of wildlife to domestic animals and human
habitation thus enhancing the risk of emergence and
transmission of novel viruses.Recognising that these
emergencies cannot be prevented but, with appropriate
preparedness, can result in low-risk events for
communities, WHO coordinated the development and
promulgation of an instrument-based framework. The
International Health Regulation of 2005 is a legally

taken oath to uphold these principles making an exhibition

Why a pandemic treaty is still hanging fire

National capacity for an early detection and comprehensive swift responses to novel diseases are the keys to minimising the 1mpact of future pandemics.

binding treaty between 193 member countries,
and calls upon countries to share information
on public health events in a transparent manner
and build their national core capacity for the
prevention, detection, and response to health
emergencies. What progress has been made to |
strengthen national core capacities? According
to self-assessment in 2022, India scored 85 per
cent against the global average of 66 per cent.
However, the Global Health Security Index
puts India at No 66 amongst 195 countries with
ascore 0of'42.8 against a global average of 28.4.
According to this Global Health Security Index
all countries remain dangerously unprepared
for future epidemic and pandemic threats,
including threats potentially more devastating
than Covid-19, and no country is fully prepared
for future pandemic or epidemic threats.There
is unquestionable need for an urgent and
comprehensive enhancement of India’s
capacity in alignment with international health
regulations. Learning from the Covid-19
pandemic, the need for a comprehensive
national public health law has been acutely felt.
Arecent NITI Aayog document on future pandemics has
recommended the enactment of the Public Health
Emergency Management Act to facilitate the response to
any public health crisis including a holistic approach to
health management, prevention, control and response. At
the global level, a pandemic treaty is hanging fire and
being negotiated for last two years among 194 WHO
member countries, but consensus remains elusive. The
idea is to increase collaboration before and during
pandemics after acknowledged failures during Covid-
19.

Given the importance of multisectoral approach, the

establishment of One Health Mission at the highest
technical level in India augurs well. Implementation of
this ambitious Mission has the potential to bring together
all sectors and catalyse convergence for meeting

common national objectives. India has started
strengthening its infrastructure. Major challenges
include strengthening of microbiological laboratories
which are critical for early diagnosis and surveillance.
Progress has been made in surveillance through a web-
based Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme that
detects an average of 40-50 outbreaks every week. This
is indicative of the national burden of infectious diseases.
A strong and battle-ready epidemiological capacity

of his prejudices does a huge disservice to
both his constitutional role and the judicial
system. The impact is not confined to
communal unrest; it erodes public faith in the
judiciary's integrity. A denial or a rebuttable
will not suffice. There must be consequences.
The top court, the expectation is, will send a
firm message on what is notacceptable.

A Supreme Court Bench's observations after its
suo motu cognisance of objectionable
remarks by a Karnataka High Court judge
need reiteration. The perception of justice to
every segment of society, it said, was as
important as the rendition of justice. It was
intrinsic for judges to be aware of their own
predispositions, it noted, because it was only
on the basis of such awareness that they could
remain truly faithful to deliver objective and

fair justice. Hear, hear, Justice Yadav.

especially trained workforce through the
India epidemic intelligence service and
field epidemiology training programme
need to be expanded to cater to the urgent
need for conducting effective outbreak
investigation and taking action locally.
We also need to build capacity for
national surveillance and detection of
novel pathogens from animals and
wildlife.The national surveillance
programme should facilitate community
and hospital data to flow seamlessly into
a unified data portal for data access and
sharing across all relevant sectors for
mounting appropriate interventions. An
efficient integrated surveillance at
human-animal-wildlife interface is
critical for early detection of such
unusual events. There is a need to
develop a country-specific forecasting
and prediction modelling system by
harnessing expertise available in non-
health institutions of
excellence.Vaccines are the most cost-
effective public health interventions. It was incredible
how Indian scientists, industry and regulators rose to the
occasion and developed and manufactured efficacious
Covid-19 vaccines in a short period. Administering 2.2
billion doses to more than 1 billion people is indeed
commendable. For new vaccines, diagnostics and
medicines to combat future health emergencies, a
focused National Mission on therapeutics and novel drug
development should be established with a 100-day target
to develop, produce and make these fit for use in the
communities through networking of pharmaceutical
industry, research institutes and regulatory authorities




THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com

Monday, 16 December 2024

Section of Akasa Air pilots
allege mismanagement,
favouritism; airline rejects
accusations

New Delhi A section of the pilots of the fledgling Akasa
Air has approached the civil aviation ministry
alleging mismanagement, favouritism, harassment,
and compromised safety standards in the airline’s
pilot training and evaluation processes. Reacting to
the development, Akasa Air dismissed the allegations
and termed them as “baseless and untrue”.

The pilots wrote to Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu on December 11, listing their
grouses and concerns, and requested an immediate
independent investigation into the carrier’s
management practices, training methods, and safety
standards, it is learnt. A copy of the letter was also
marked to the aviation safety regulator Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), which had fined
Akasa Air in October for certain lapses in crew
training.Akasa Air, while having been operational for
just over two years, has had problems related to pilots
earlier as well. Last year in September, the carrier
even took some pilots to court for breach of contract,
alleging that they quit the airline without serving the
regulation six-month notice period. Around that time,
Akasa Air was forced to cancel a number of its flights
due to such resignations.The airline claims high job
satisfaction levels and low attrition among its pilots,
even as the unhappy pilots claimed in their letter to
Naidu that 84 of Akasa Air pilots resigned on a day’s
notice.“We categorically deny these allegations as
baseless and untrue. Nor do they represent the views
of Akasa pilots. At Akasa Air, our commitment to
employee centricity is at the heart of everything we
do. Our monthly employee survey reveals that pilots,
amongst all employee groups have consistently
reported the highest levels of job satisfaction,
highlighting the effectiveness of our supportive
culture. This dedication is further evidenced by the
minimal number of pilots seeking opportunities
outside of Akasa Air throughout 2024,” an Akasa Air
spokesperson said.

“For context, 324 pilots have joined Akasa since
October 2023. During this same period, we have
recorded an annualised attrition of less than 1 per cent
for this employee group,” the airline’s spokesperson
added.

Coal imports up 4% at 162
million tonnes in April-
October period

NEW DELHI.The country's coal import rose by 4.2
per cent to 162.45 million tonnes (MT) in the April-
October period of the current financial year
comparedto 155.87 MT in the year-ago period. Coal
imports in October dropped by 14.4 per cent to
21.84 MT compared to 25.54 MT in the
corresponding month of the previous fiscal,
according to data compiled by mjunction services, a

'

B2B e-commerce platform.

Of the total imports in October, non-coking coal
imports stood at 13.49 MT against 18.82 MT
imported in October last fiscal. Coking coal imports
stood at 4.45 MT, against 4.31 MT imported in
October last financial year.

In September, non-coking coal imports were 13.24
MT and coking coal at 3.39 MT.

"There was a modest increase (month-on-month) in
non-coking coal volumes in October as buyers took
fresh positions during the festive month, and ahead
of the winter season. Going forward, demand is
likely to be moderate due to the anticipated growth
in domestic supply during the fourth quarter (Q4),"
mjunction MD & CEO Vinaya Varma said.

Switzerland revokes MFN
status to India over SC
Nestle order

NEW DELHI. Retaliating against a 2023 Supreme
Court ruling related to Nestle, Switzerland has
withdrawn the most-favoured-nation clause to
India under the double tax avoidance agreement, a
move that will hit Indian companies invested in the
European nation.

"For dividends due from and including Jan 1, 2025,
the residual tax rate in the source State is limited to
10%," the Swiss federal department of finance said
in a statement issued Wednesday. Earlier they had to
pay 5% tax.

India and Switzerland had originally signed the
agreement in 1994 and the protocols were amended
in 2000 and 2010. Subsequently, India signed tax
treaties with Colombia and Lithuania that provided
tax rates on certain types of income that were lower
than the rates it provided to OECD member nations.
Three years ago, Switzerland interpreted that
Colombia and Lithuania joining the OECD meant a
5% rate for dividends would apply under the DTAA
to India, too, under the MFN clause.

More nations may follow Switzerland, say experts

Supreme Court last year ruled that the MFN clause
doesn't automatically trigger when a country joins
the OECD ifthe Indian govt signed a tax treaty with
that country before it joined the organisation.

"On the basis of the Indian SC ruling, the Swiss
competent authority acknowledges that its
interpretation of para 5 of the protocol to the IN-CH
(India-Switzerland) DTA is not shared by the Indian
side. In the absence of reciprocity, it therefore
waives its unilateral application with effect from 1
January 2025," the Swiss govt said on Wednesday

Nestlé judgment fallout; Switzerland suspends Most-Favoured-Nation clause

in tax avoidance pact with India, could impact $100 billion investment plan

— .
The Swiss move poses risk to

the $100 billion investment
commitment in India over a
15-year period by the four-
nation European Free Trade
Association signed in March

this year.

L

NEW DELHI In what could potentially
impact Swiss investments in India and
higher taxes on Indian companies
operating in Switzerland starting January
1, 2025, Bern has suspended the Most-
Favoured-Nation (MFN) clause in the
Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement
(DTAA) that India and Switzerland
entered originally in 1994 and amended
in 2010, a statement released by the Swiss
government dated December 11 showed.

This decision follows a ruling by the Indian

ED hands over BPSL's assets
worth Rs 4k crore to JSSW

The resolution plan of JSW
had the provision of
making a payment of Rs
19,350 crore against the
outstanding loans of Rs
47,204 crore.

NEW DELHI: The Directorate of
Enforcement (ED) handed over
Bhushan Power and Steel Ltd
(BPSL’s) assets worth Rs 4,025 crore
to JSW, which successfully bid for
BPSL under the insolvency resolution
process. The restitution of the assets
to JSW is result of a Supreme Court
order on 11th December 2024.The
enforcement directorate had attached
the properties of Bhushan Power and
Steel Ltd after it found the company

Supreme Court last year, which
determined that the DTAA cannot be
enforced unless it is notified under the
Income Tax Act. As a result, Swiss
companies such as Nestlé face higher
taxes on dividends. The Supreme Court
ruling effectively overturned a Delhi
High Court order that had ensured
companies and individuals were not
subject to double taxation while working
in or for foreign entities. Tax experts said
that the move by the Swiss could “impact
investments” in India as dividends would
be subject to “higher withholding tax”.
Notably, India and four-nation European
Free Trade Association (EFTA), an
intergovernmental grouping of Iceland,
Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland
signed a free trade agreement where the
EFTA countries committed investment
worth $100 billion investment in India
over a 15-year.However, the Swiss
embassy said that there is no direct impact
on the EFTA-India TEPA.In particular
this week’s decision does not negatively
affect investment from Switzerland to
India. The question of the interpretation
by Switzerland and India of the most-

favoured-nation clause concerns the
residual tax rate applicable to dividends
based on the double taxation agreement
paid by a company of one contracting
state to a resident of the other contracting
state. However, the change in this residual
rate has no impact on the validity of the
double taxation agreement as such, or on
any other treaties under international law
concluded between Switzerland
(independently or under the EFTA
framework) and India,” the embassy said
in response to a query.The Swiss
authorities said that the suspension was
enforced due to a lack of “reciprocity” in
the DTAA by the Indian government.
They added that for dividends due on or

after January 1, 2025, the residual
tax rate in the source state would be
limited to 10 per cent.“Based on the
Indian Supreme Court ruling, the
Swiss competent authority
acknowledges that its interpretation
of paragraph 5 of the Protocol to the
IN-CH DTA is not shared by the
Indian side. In the absence of
reciprocity, it therefore waives its
unilateral application with effect
from January 1, 2025. Accordingly,
income accruing on or after this date may
be taxed in the source state at the rates
provided in the DTA IN-CH, regardless of
paragraph 5 of the Protocol,” the Swiss
government statement said.Amit
Maheshwari, Tax Partner, AKM Global
said that Switzerland has announced this
in direct response to the Nestle ruling
pronounced by the Indian apex court in
2023 where the court held that MFN
application is not automatic and it
requires a separate notification from India
to grant lower tax rates under the MFN
clauseHe said that Switzerland is of the
view that it is not receiving the same
treatment that India grants .

CEO killer is US’
new Anti-hero

NEW DELHI. US thought leaders are struggling to
deal with the fallout of the killing of Brian

Thompson, CEO of the insurer United

in 2017. The company was bought by
JSW  through insolvency process
which lasted over two years, and
JSW’s resolution plan was approved

Healthcare. The suspect, Luigi Mangione 26, who
has millions of page views as a hooded assassin,
and now as a protesting detainee in an orange
jumpsuit, has become a cult hero on social media.
Some see him as a Robin Hood out to teach the
mean insurance companies a lesson; and legions
of girls are swooning over his smiles and six-
packs.Even as the police collect evidence in what
seems to be a watertight case of premediated
murder, donations have poured in from online
supporters. So far, $50,000 has been collected
through the GiveSendGo fundraiser.

A post on Redditt said: “It’s not going to get better

any time soon. As long as corporations are
considered people, and money is considered free
speech, we are stuck in this dystopian hell we call
healthcare.”Josh Shapiro, Governor of

and its promoters diverted bank funds
to private investments in the form of

shares and properties. ED
investigation also revealed that the
books of accounts were fudged to
show fake expenses/purchases/capital
assets and thereby bank funds were
taken out in the form of cash.The
diversion of funds resulted in
financial distress of the BPSL, which
ultimately landed in the corporate
insolvency resolution process (CIRP)

by the NCLT in September 2019. The
resolution plan of JSW had the
provision of making a payment of Rs
19,350 crore against the outstanding
loans of Rs 47,204 crore.Despite the
approval of the resolution plan, the
enforcement directorate attached
properties of BPSL, forcing the
lenders as well as JSW to move the
Supreme Court against the
attachment.

JSW gets back Rs 4k cr assets in
Rs 47k cr Bhushan Steel case

NEW DELHI. In another significant

action, Enforcement Directorate (ED)
on Saturday said it restituted
properties worth Rs 4,025 crore to
JSW, a successful resolution applicant
of the erstwhile Bhushan Power and
Steel Ltd, under corporate insolvency
resolution process of Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code.

The assets were attached by ED in 2019

after a money laundering probe
revealed that the erstwhile promoters
of Bhushan Power and Steel Ltd
(BPSL) cheated banks and siphoned
off funds to the tune of Rs 47,204 crore
for private investments. A PMLA case
was based on an FIR registered by
CBIL."The accounts were fudged to
show fake expenses/purchases/capital
assets, and thereby, bank funds were
taken out in the form of cash. The cash

was brought into the books of various
beneficially owned companies (held
through employees/dummy
directors), and the same, was utilised
for investments in the form of shares
and immovable properties," ED said.

The agency said after establishing

money trail of the laundered proceeds
of crime, it attached properties,
including land, building and
machinery, worth Rs 4,025 crore.
Promoter Sanjay Singal was arrested
on Nov 22, 2019, and a chargesheet
was filed against him and the company
in Jan 2020. A special court had taken
cognisance of the case immediately,
but trial is still pending for more than
four years due to repeated
adjournments sought by the
accused.Further, ED attached assets

worth Rs 427 crore held by various
shell companies linked to the accused.
A supplementary chargesheet is likely to
be filed by the agency soon to begin
the process of restitution of the
remaining assets.
The creditor banks had initiated
corporate resolution under Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code, and JSW was
the applicant secking assets for an
amount of about Rs 19,350 crore, as
against the outstanding loans of Rs
47,204 crore.Through an affidavit
filed before Supreme Court, ED urged
the apex court that it may direct
handing over the attached assets to
JSW and consider the same as
restitution under PMLA. SC accepted
the ED affidavit, and on Dec 11,
ordered restitution of assets to JSW.

Pennsylvania, where Mangione was arrested, said
the support for the killer was “deeply disturbing”.
Police officers working on the case have
described him as a ‘stone-cold killer’.

A crime is a crime; but from the emerging public
evidence, it seems Luigi Mangione was sending a
message. The bullet casings left behind on the
Manhattan sidewalk where the United Health
CEO was shot had ‘Deny’, ‘Defend’ and °
Depose’ inscribed on them.

Investigators say it is a reference to the 2010 book
‘Delay, Deny, Defend: Why insurance companies
don’t pay claims and what you can do about it’.
Documents found on Mangione indicate he
wanted to get even with the ‘corporate greed’.

The message seems to be gaining traction. Reuters
has reported “Wanted” posters with the faces of
CEOs have appeared on walls in New York.
Websites are selling Mangione merchandise,
including hats with “CEO Hunter” printed across
a bullseye.One week after the murder, Jay
Feinman’s 14-year-old book ‘Delay, Deny,
Defend’ had shot to the top of Amazon’s insurance
law category. US companies meanwhile are
scrambling to ramp up security for their top brass;
and healthcare insurers have gone in to a huddle
on how to clean up.

Insurers play dirty

Healthcare in the US, possibly the most expensive
in the world, is intertwined with a web of complex
insurance schemes promoted by the private
sector. There’s certainly no welfarism here; it is a
for-profit insurance industry. The unabashed push
to keep profits booming leads to the three-stage
system — to first delay claims, then to deny them,
and then finally defend the denial. No wonder
there is so much resentment and hatred towards
the insurance industry.In a first response on
Friday, UnitedHealth Group CEO Andrew Witty
admitted the US health is “not perfect”. In a guest
article in the New York Times, Witty said: No one

Can’t let big biz into banking yet," says
banker Kundapur Vaman Kamath

MUMBALI. Kundapur Vaman Kamath, the

veteran banker who led the rapid growth
of ICICI Bank and helmed it for nearly
two decades from its inception and make
the largest private sector lender within
few years, has spoken against allowing
corporate houses into banking space,
saying the regulator has to be satisfied that
they will not misuse public deposits
through the backdoor.Kamath, who also
headed New Development Bank, the
developmental bank floated by the
BRICS groups as its first chairman, said
the Reserve Bank needs to take extra care
when it comes to digital lenders, saying
there are more than enough signs of rash
behaviour by them.“The primary
regulatory purpose of banking is to ensure
the safety of depositors’ money. So, a little
more time is still needed for corporates to
be allowed into the banking sector.
Because before letting corporates into the
banking space, the RBI has to ensure that
they will not use the deposits they collect
from the public for their (corporates’)
own funding needs. The regulator must
first feel comfort in their presence and
behaviours,” Kamath, the chairman of Jio
Financial Services, the yet-to-be-

Reliance Industries, said while talking at
the Lalit Doshi memorial lecture here
over the weekend.On a question on
fintech turning themselves as banks, he
warned that there are signs of rash
behaviour by some of them.“I am seeing
some signs of rash behaviour by some
digital lenders. I’'m being very frank
about it...on the part of digitally-driven
enterprises, | think, the RBI will have to
manage with great care,” he said.

He also spoke against the calls for

privatisation of more state-run banks.

“If the state-run banks have return 15-20%

on their equity (RoE) why should they be
noted allowed to thrive? Where is the
room for privatisation with such good
return? But of course he said they need to
be given more operational freedom.

Kamath said most public sector banks are

self-sufficient now when it comes to
capital and can match their private peers
on technological capabilities.Early in the
year, finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had said privatisation of
public sector undertakings was very much
on the table and the government was
committed to do it but the timing will be
decided later by the Cabinet.

operational financial services arm of gy pe patted for more banks and more so

more large banks which could happen
either through amalgamation or rapid
growth, which is a must if the economy
has to double from what it is today.

“The first step to reach the target of an $8

trillion economy (over the next decade or
so) would be to have a lot of large banks.
Our banks need to bulk up and the size of
banks that we have today will have to
expand dramatically. The good news is
that our banks are having an RoE upwards
of 15 percent and this is good enough to
grow at a healthy rate and meet the size of
bulking up,” he said.It can be noted that
while for the public sector banks the RoE

chart over their private sector peers, with
SBI leading it with 20.8%. But private
sector banks lead in return on assets
(RoAs) with 1.70-2.40%, which for
public sector ones is only 0.70-1.13%.
Return on equity (RoE) of private players
is much lower at than their public
counterparts.The RoE of state-owned
banks was in the range of 13.50-21% in
QIFY25 compared to 13.50-17.70%
range for private banks.

Among state-owned banks, Indian Bank

had the highest RoA of 1.20% in the first
quarter, followed by State Bank of India
at 1.10%. Bank of Baroda, Union Bank of
India and Canara Bank reported RoAs of
over 1 percent.

Like RoA, RoE is also a measure of a bank’s

ability to churn profits. While RoA
weighs profits against the assets of a bank,
RoE indicates how a bank or company has
utilised shareholders’ funds to generate
profits.State Bank of India reported the
highest RoE of 20.98% in QI1FY25,
followed by 20.88% by Canara Bank,
19.76% by Indian Bank, and 17.45% by
Bank of Baroda. In the private bank space,
ICICI Bank reported an RoE of 17.70% in
the April-June quarter, and Axis Bank,
16.68%.
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Techie Atul Subhash's estranged wife,
in-laws arrested 1n suicide abetment case

34-year-old software engineer,
died by suicide on Monday, |
leaving behind a 24-page note and
video accusing his wife and her
family of harassment.Subhash's
wife, Nikita Singhania, was
arrested in Gurugram, while her
mother, Nisha Singhania, and
brother, Anurag Singhania, were
detained in Uttar Pradesh's
Prayagraj.
The arrests come after the
Bengaluru City Police filed a case
of abetment to suicide against
Nikita and her family members.
The accused had earlier sought
anticipatory bail from the Allahabad High
Court. The applications were filed by
Nikita, her mother, brother, and uncle,
Sushil Singhania, following police
summons issued on Friday, which required
Nikita to appear before them within three

» Techie Atul
Subhash's wife,
Nikita Singhania, was
arrested in Gurugram,
while her mother and
brother were
detained in Prayaqraj.
The arrests come
after the Bengaluru
City Police filed a
case of abetment to
suicide against them.

New Delhi. Bengaluru Police on Sunday

arrested the estranged wife of techie Atul
Subhash, along with her mother and brother,
in connection with his suicide. Subhash, a

days.Nisha Singhania and her son Anurag
had fled their home in UP’s Jaunpur on
Thursday amid the investigation into

Lok Sabha to delay One
Nation, One Election bills;
focus on financial business

NEW DELHI. The government has decided to delay
the introduction of bills related to 'One Nation, One
Election' in the Lok Sabha, according to the revised
list of business issued on Sunday.The two bills --
Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill and the Union
Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill were earlier
scheduled for introduction on Monday (December 16),
as per the initial list of business released on Friday.
However, the bills have now been removed from the
agenda for the day.The reason behind the
government's decision to delay the introduction of
these bills remains unclear.

- ]

Centre’s ambitious
Udhamapur-Srinagar-
Baramulla Rail Link project
being completed.The
construction of one of the

project, T-33, located at the

Devi shrine, have also been

T-33 is designed in a
modified horseshoe

the 3.2-km T-33, located at

Government sources indicate that the bills may be
introduced later this week, following the completion
of financial business, including the passage of the first
batch of supplementary demands for grants, which are

tunnels that are part of the |

completed. The 3,209-metre f

format.“The track work for s

the foothills of Vaishno Devi and
connecting Katra to Reasi, was
successfully completed on Friday,”
said Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw.Safety remained a top
priority during the excavation and
construction of the tunnel between
Katra and Reasi, as the process posed
significant challenges, officials

Subhash’s suicide, PTT had reported, citing
police officials.In his suicide note, Atul
Subhash, who was from Bihar but worked
for a private firm in Bengaluru, detailed
what he alleged was years of emotional
distress because of marital disputes and
multiple cases filed by his wife and her
family.Subhash claimed that his wife had
filed false cases against him and demanded
Rs 2 lakh per month in maintenance for

foothills of Mata Vaishno &

said.Since parts of the tunnel are
located within the challenging ‘main
boundary thrust’ zone of the
Himalayas, it has been reinforced with

a minimum 600mm M35 grade
concrete lining, Railway ministry’s
executive director Dileep Kumar said.
The main boundary thrust zone is a
series of seismic faultlines that
separate the outer Himalayas from the
lower ranges.The completion of T-33,
a key part of the Udhampur-Srinagar-
Baramulla Rail Link project, will

herself and their four-year-old son.
He said his wife, mother-in-law and
his brother-in-law kept pressuring
him to give them money and lavish
gifts since early 2020.

He also levelled serious allegations
against a family court judge in Uttar
Pradesh, and said he was under
severe stress due to frequent travel to
Uttar Pradesh for court trials.Amid
nationwide outrage over the incident,
details have emerged of Nikita's
2022 police complaint alleging
harassment and assault for dowry by
her husband. In the complaint, Nikita
alleged that after her marriage,

Subhash and her in-laws demanded Rs 10

lakh more as dowry.She also alleged that

Subhash used to beat her up and started

treating the husband-wife relationship "like

a beast", PTI reported.Nikita and Subhash

got married in 2019. While Subhash was

based in Bengaluru, Nikita lived with their

son in Delhi, where she worked for a

multinational IT firm.

Decks cleared for rail link to
connect Jammu & Kashmir

NEW DELHI. Soon, the interior
Kashmir is all set to be connected to
the rest of India through a rail line,
with the first track work of the

facilitate the construction of a broad-
gauge line through the challenging
Himalayan terrain. When completed,
the project promises an all-weather,
comfortable, cost-effective
and efficient mass
transportation system, Kumar
said.The Commissioner of
Railway Safety is expected to
conduct an inspection of the T-
33 on December 16-17. After
this, the technical safety
formalities will be completed
and a report will be submitted
to the Railway
ministry.Further work,
including electrification,
signalling, and other safety-
related tasks, will be undertaken after
completion of the track inside the
tunnel.Sources suggest that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is likely to
inaugurate the final 17-km stretch
between Katra and Reasi, which
includes Tunnel T-33, potentially
allowing the first direct train
operation from Kashmir.

"Felt Like Double Period Of
Maths": Priyanka Gandhi On
PM Modi's Lok Sabha Speech

New Delhi. The Congress on Saturday termed

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 11 resolutions
he articulated in his speech in the Lok Sabha as
"hollow" and called him a "distorian" par
excellence who "puts WhatsApp University to
shame."The opposition party also questioned
why Prime Minister Modi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh were not present in the House
when Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi spoke
while participating in a two-day debate on the
"Glorious Journey of 75 Years of the
Constitution of India."PM Modi on Saturday
said the Congress, having "tasted blood,"
repeatedly wounded the Constitution while his
government's policies and decisions since it took
office in 2014 have been aimed at boosting
India's strength and unity in line with the
Constitution.

Asked about the PM's remarks, Congress leader

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra likened his over 110-
minutes speech in the Lok Sabha to a "double
period of mathematics" from school that "bored
us." She also slammed his 11 resolutions as
"hollow"."PM has not spoken one thing which is
new, he has bored us. It took me decades back, I
felt like I'm sitting in that double period of
Mathematics," she said."(JP) Nadda ji was also
rubbing hands but as soon as Modi ji looked at
him, he started acting as if he is listening
attentively. Amit Shah also had his hand on head,
(Piyush) Goyal ji was going off to sleep. It was a
new experience for me. I had thought that the PM
will say something new, something nice," she
said.Congress general secretary in-charge
communications Jairam Ramesh said, "Mr.
Narendra Modi has an MA in Entire Political
Science -- whatever that means. Today in the
Lok Sabha he showed that he is also a Distorian
par excellence."

Some people lie in their self-interest, but our self-

styled non-biological PM does so because it is in
his very nature. He puts WhatsApp University to
shame," Mr Ramesh said.Congress general
secretary in-charge organisation K C Venugopal
on X termed PM Modi's speech a hackneyed rant
against his party."On a debate about India's
Constitution, the PM once again decided to bring
out his tired old speech about the Congress
instead. While the people were expecting an
answer from him on the injustice and inequality
facing Indian society, he chose to bring up stale
narratives against the Congress, which have lost
all resonance among the public," he said."An
insincere PM whose political gurus rejected the
Constitution since day one will never be
accepted by the people as being loyal to the
Constitution. No matter how many speeches he
gives, his hypocrisy will be exposed,” Mr
Venugopal said.He also told reporters there was
nothing new in what the PM said in the
Parliament on Saturday. "It was only blame
game against the Congress.""Whenever we talk
of the Constitution they did not respect
Parliament. When LoP spoke, the prime minister,
home minister and defence minister were absent,
either they are scared of Rahul Gandhi or they
don'tbelieve in opposition politics," he said.

'Nehru Model Failed, We're Trying To Correct It Since 2014": S Jaishankar

listed for discussion on Monday.Despite their removal
from Monday's schedule, the government retains the
option of bringing in legislative proposals through
'Supplementary List of Business' with the Speaker's
permission.The two bills, aimed at facilitating
simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha and state
assemblies, were circulated among Members of
Parliament last week in accordance with
parliamentary procedures.The Winter Session of
Parliament, which began on December 4, is set to
conclude on December 20.

Delhi Sees Highest 'Good' And
'Moderate' Air Quality Days
Since 2018

New Delhi. Delhi recorded the highest number of 'good'
to 'moderate’ air quality days in 2024 since the past six
years, data shared by monitoring agencies
said.According to the data, a total of 207 days saw
'good' to 'moderate’ air quality, with the Air Quality
Index (AQI) remaining below 200. The month of
December recorded six 'moderate’ air quality days so
far - surpassing the previous records since 2018. The
data showed that so far, December witnessed a total of
eight 'poor’ to 'severe' air quality days.An AQI between
0 and 50 is considered good, 51 and 100 satisfactory,
101 and 200 moderate, 201 and 300 poor, 301 and 400
very poor, 401 and 450 severe, and above 450 severe-

plus.

On December 5, the Supreme Court allowed the
Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) to
relax GRAP stage IV restrictions as the air quality
improved. Since then, the AQI in the national capital
has been reeling between "poor' to 'moderate’'.

According to the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) data, Delhi's air quality was recorded in the
'poor' category today, with the AQI at 246 in the
morning. On Saturday, it was measured at 212.

New Delhi.A painting in the Army

FROM

New Delhi. A'Nehru development model',
inevitably produced a 'Nehru foreign
policy' and "we seek to correct that
abroad", just as efforts being made to
"reform" the consequences of the model
at home, External Affairs Minister
(EAM) S Jaishankar said on Saturday.

In a virtual address at the launch of the
book 'The Nehru Development Model'
by former NITI Aayog vice chairman
Arvind Panagariya, he also said the
author suggests that former prime
minister Jawaharlal Nehru's choices set
India on a "deterministic path"."The
model and its accompanying narrative
permeated our politics, the bureaucracy,
of course, the planning system, the
judiciary, the public space, including the
media, and most of all teaching," the
Union minister said.

Mr Jaishankar said both Russia and China
today "unambiguously reject" the
economic assumptions of that period,

which they did more than anyone else to
propagate. Yet, these very beliefs
"appear to live on" in influential
sections of our country even
today."Certainly after 2014, there has
been a vigorous effort towards course
correction, but the author does assert
with good reasons that it still remains an
uphill task," he added.In his address, the
minister further said "A Nehru
development model inevitably
produced a Nehru foreign policy. We
seek to correct that abroad, just as we try
to reform the consequences of the model
athome." In fact, the "resistance" to one
is based on an "attachment" to the other,
Jaishankar argued and said the two need
to tackled as an "integral whole".He
began his address by quoting a famous
line by an American policymaker on
India's independence."In 1947, John
Foster Dulles famously declared, I quote,
'In India, Soviet Communism exercises

a strong influence through the interim
Hindu government'. He of course, could
not have been more wrong about
ascribing that adjective to the then
government. But, more relevant, this
was an assertion that for decades was
treated as a geopolitical over-reaction of
American policy makers to an
independent India," he said.The EAM
said that over these years, he has often
asked himself whether Dulles was
altogether wrong on this matter. "And, in

Prof Panagariya's book, I found a
substantial answer to that concern."
"We all know that there was a strong
ideological drive to advance a
particular economic model for an India
that has just gained freedom. The belief
that was propagated was modulated
from time to time, but never
fundamentally changed," Mr
Jaishankar argued.It's root cause was an
analysis that the only counter to
imperialism lay in socialism, he
said.Not just in general terms, but one
particular paradigm that was centred
around heavy industries. For that reason,
the author actually characterised it as a
'Nehru Development Model', the
minister said in his address.The paradox,
however, is that for more than three
decades now, there's actually been a
"national consensus that this
development model eventually failed
the country", he said.

Why iconic 1971 surrender painting
was replaced in Army chief's lounge

Chief’s lounge depicting the surrender
during the 1971 Bangladesh War has &

been replaced with a new artwork %
titled Karam Kshetra (Field of Deeds). -

The new painting showcases Pangong °

Lake along the India-China border and -

the Army’s offensive capabilities.In

addition to the Pangong Lake, the =
artwork features modern military =

assets such as boats, all-terrain
vehicles, tanks, and Apache
helicopters. It also incorporates
mythological figures like Chanakya and
Lord Krishna guiding Arjuna’s chariot in
the Mahabharata. Many argue that this

shift in the Army’s focus and delivers a
clear message to China.
PAKISTAN TO CHINA: A
STRATEGIC SHIFT

For decades, the lounge displayed a historic

painting of the 1971 Indo-Pak war,
capturing the moment when Pakistan's

General AAK Niazi signed the surrender
document, leading 90,000 Pakistani
soldiers to lay down their arms. This
iconic image symbolised India’s victory
and its military supremacy over Pakistan.

strategic symbolism reflects a significant The new painting, however, tells a different

story. It highlights the Indian Army’s
modern warfare capabilities and its
evolving focus on countering China’s
growing influence. Defence experts,
including Major General Ashok Kumar,
suggest this change underscores the
Army’s transition from conventional

warfare with Pakistan to addressing the
complex challenges posed by China.
ANCIENT PHILOSOPHY MEETS
MODERN WARFARE
The artwork blends India’s advanced
military prowess with its ancient
philosophical heritage. It showcases
cutting-edge weaponry like tanks,
boats, helicopters, and all-terrain
vehicles alongside depictions of
Chanakya, the master strategist of the
Mauryan Empire, and Lord Krishna,
symbolising leadership and dharma from
the Mahabharata.Defence insiders
believe the painting aligns the Army’s
mission with Indian philosophical
traditions, emphasising its commitment
to justice and duty. Drawing inspiration
from the teachings of the Mahabharata,
the artwork portrays the Army as both a
protector of the nation and an upholder of
justice.Chanakya’s wisdom, rooted in
strategy and diplomacy, serves as a
guiding principle for leadership and

military preparedness. Experts argue that
these ancient principles inspired India’s
strategies which successfully brought
Chinese forces to the negotiating table
after the 2020 standoff.

SYMBOL OF INTEGRATION AND

FUTURE READINESS

The painting highlights the synergy

between the Army, Navy, and Air Force,
reflecting their integrated approach to
modern warfare. The inclusion of Apache
helicopters, advanced tanks, and
indigenous weaponry underscores
India’s commitment to self-reliance and
technological evolution. It portrays a
future-ready force capable of swift,
decisive action across land, sea, and air.

ASUBTLE MESSAGE TO CHINA
The artwork conveys a nuanced message:

while China may rely on Sun Tzu’s Art of
War, India has its own rich military
philosophy, exemplified by Chanakya’s
strategies and the teachings of the Gita,
now bolstered by advanced technology.
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4 Arrested For Damaging
Hindu Temple, Houses In
Bangladesh

Dhaka.Law enforcement agencies on Saturday
arrested four people for vandalising and damaging a
Hindu temple and houses and shops of the
community in Sunamganj district in north
Bangladesh. Police also filed a case against 12
named persons and 150-170 unidentified people.

Alim Hossain, 19, Sultan Ahmed Raju, 20, Imran
Hossain, 31, and Shajahan Hossain, 20, were
arrested for vandalism in the Doarabazar area of
Sunamganj district earlier this month, a press release
from the Chief Adviser's press wing here.

"On December 3, a Facebook post by Akash Das, a
resident of the Sunamganj district, sparked tensions
in the district. Even though he deleted the post,
screenshots spread widely, leading to violence in the
area," state-run news agency Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS) said quoting the press release.

The Dhaka Tribune newspaper said although the post
was deleted, its screenshots were circulated,
sparking tension among locals. Police detained Das
on the same day, but a group of people attempted to
snatch him from police custody."For safety reasons,
Das was transferred to the Sadar Police Station
instead of being kept in Doarabazar," it said.

The newspaper further added that later, on the same
day, enraged locals attacked and vandalised the
Loknath Temple and also homes and shops
belonging to the Hindu community.The situation
was brought under control with the intervention of
the Superintendent of Police (SP), the District
Commissioner (DC), and personnel from the army
and police, it added.Police said they are conducting
an in-depth investigation to identify those involved
in the incident.On Saturday, the press release also
said that the police identified the accused involved in
the incident and filed a case against 12 named
persons and 150-170 unidentified people, the BSS
added.The relations between India and Bangladesh
came under strain after the interim government
headed by Muhammad Yunus came to power after
deposed prime minister Sheikh Hasina fled the
country on August 5 following a student-led protest.

The relations deteriorated further in recent weeks over
continued attacks on Hindus and especially after the
recent arrest of Hindu monk Chinmoy Krishna Das,
a former member of ISKCON Bangladesh and now,
a spokesperson for the Bangladesh Sammilita
Sanatani Jagran Jote organisation.

Russia Pulling Back But Not

Out Of Syria After Assad's
Fall: Report

World. Russia is pulling back its military from the front
lines in northern Syria and from posts in the Alawite
Mountains but is not leaving its two main bases in the
country after the fall of President Bashar al-Assad,
four Syrian officials told Reuters.

The ousting of Assad, who along with his late father,
former President Hafez al-Assad, had forged a close
alliance with Moscow, has thrown the future of
Russia's bases - the Hmeimim airbase in Latakia and
the Tartous naval facility - into question.Satellite
footage from Friday shows what appeared to be at
least two Antonov AN-124s, among the world's
largest cargo planes, at the Hmeimim base with their
nose cones open, apparently preparing to load up.

Atleast one cargo plane flew out on Saturday for Libya,
a Syrian security official stationed outside the facility
said.Syrian military and security sources in contact
with the Russians told Reuters that Moscow was
pulling back its forces from the front lines and
withdrawing some heavy equipment and senior
Syrian officers.But the sources, who spoke on
condition of anonymity due to the sensitivity of the
situation, said Russia was not pulling out of its two
main bases and currently had no intention of doing
so.Some equipment is being shipped back to
Moscow as are very senior officers from Assad's
military but the aim at this stage is to regroup and
redeploy as dictated by developments on the ground,
a senior Syrian army officer in touch with the
Russian military told Reuters.

Storms coat lowa, Nebraska
in ice, spark rare Tornado
alert for San Francisco

World. A severe ice storm swept across lowa and
castern Nebraska this weekend, creating hazardous
travel conditions and causing chaos across the
region. The storm forced the temporary closure of
Interstate 80 highway after cars and trucks started to
slide off the icy roads.The icy conditions, which
began Friday evening, have claimed at least one life
in castern Nebraska. A 57-year-old woman lost
control of her pickup truck on Highway 30 near
Arlington, colliding with an oncoming truck. The
other driver suffered minor injuries, according to
the Washington County Sheriff's office.“Luckily,
some warmer air is moving in behind this to make it
temporary,” said Dave Cousins, a meteorologist
with the National Weather Service in Davenport,
Iowa. Temperatures rose on Saturday afternoon,
melting the ice in many areas.

Meanwhile, California faced a rare tornado warning
in San Francisco and nearby San Mateo County.
The warning, issued early Saturday morning, was
lifted within 20 minutes. Later that day, a tornado
struck Scotts Valley, about 70 miles south of San
Francisco, overturning cars, toppling trees, and
damaging power lines and buildings. The city last
experienced a tornado in 2005, though
Meteorologist Roger Gass noted the warning
system may have missed it back then.

“Based on video, photos, firsthand accounts, and
radar signatures, a tornado occurred (at) 1.40 pm,”
confirmed the National Weather Service. Images
showed vehicles overturned and significant
damage to the area. Several people were injured and
hospitalised, including a battalion chief with the
California department of forestry and fire
protection.
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Malaiyaha Tamils of Sri Lanka: Shackled to o
legacy of tea, toil for 200 years

NUWARA ELIYA. Sixty-three-year-old
Natesan Jayaraman, in his 44 years of
working in a tea plantation, has learnt that
avoiding unnecessary conversations is a
useful strategy that kept him away from
trouble with his kanganis (supervisors) and
dorais (a colonial term still used by many to
refer to estate managers).It is therefore
after a lot of hesitation that he started
talking when TNIE met him on the way
from Hatton to Nuwara Eliya in the Central
Province of Sri Lanka.Jayaraman, a
Malaiyaha Tamil whose ancestors were
brought from India to work in tea estates,
started working in a plantation when he
was 18 for a daily wage of LKR 5. The
daily wage for an estate worker was
recently increased from LKR 1,000 to LKR
1,350 (close to Rs 400 in INR). Despite
doing the same amount of work, Natesan
still earns only LKR 1,000 since he has
technically crossed the retirement age of
60.Even that income is on the condition
that applies to all workers that they pluck at
least 20 kilos of tea leaves a day, failing
which the daily wage gets cut
proportionately. “T have to pluck 24 kilos in

fact since the remaining four kilos are
counted as commission,” he
said.Jayaraman, his wife, who is also a
plantation worker, and two children still
live in a Layam, as the “line houses”
constructed since the British period for
housing the workers within the estates are
locally called. He and his wife are still the
breadwinners since his son and daughter,
who could not progress much in education
with their limited opportunities, are yet to
obtain regular employment.“My wife is
turning 60 soon. [ am worried that her daily
salary will also be cut from 1,350 to 1,000,”
he said. The story of Jayaram is
representative of the plight of the
Malaiyaha Tamils (Hill country, up-
country or Indian-origin Tamils) in Sri
Lanka, whose ancestors were taken as
labourers from Tamil Nadu by the British
200 years ago to create tea estates in the
country.The tea industry has since grown
by leaps and bounds, making the country
the third largest exporter of tea and thereby
being a key engine of its economy.
However, the life of Malaiyaha Tamils, the
main foot soldiers of this industry, who are

the fourth largest ethnic group in Sri Lanka
with more than a million in population, has
remained largely unchanged.

Deprived of citizenship in 1948, the
community had to struggle for more than
half a century to secure the right, during
which around half a million people were
sent back to India as per the Sirimavo-
Shastri Pact of 1964.Today, the community
lags behind others in all socio-economic
indicators. For instance, stunting among

children is 31.7 % in the community
compared to the national average of 17.3
%. More than 50 % of the over 2.2 lakh
families in the estates lacked water and
sanitation facilities while around 80 %
needed better housing, as per a report of
the Ministry of Hill Country New
Villages, Infrastructure and Community
Development (MHCNV).Nuwara Eliya
(23.9) and Badulla (28), where the
majority of the Malaiyaha Tamils live, are
the districts with the highest percentage
of poor holds while the national average
is 11.7 as per the Economic Statistics of
Sril Lanka 2024 brought out by the
Department of Census.Thirty-year-old
Jeevan Thondaman, a fourth-generation
politician from the influential Thondaman
family, which has led the largest trade
union cum political party - Ceylon Workers
Congress (CWC) - representing the
community, for more than seven decades
since the time of his great grandfather
Savumiamoorthy Thondaman, said it
wouldn’t be inappropriate to say that the
community is seen as the “children of a
lesser god”.

South Korean leaders seek calm
after Yoon's impeachement

SEOUL. South Korea’s opposition
leader on Sunday urged the
Constitutional Court to rule swiftly on
a bid to remove President Yoon Suk
Yeol from office, a day after parliament
voted to impeach him over a short-
lived attempt to impose martial law.

Yoon's powers will be suspended until
the court rules on the case, either
removing Yoon from office or
restoring his powers. The court has up
to 180 to decide, and ifhe’s dismissed,
a national election to choose his
successor must be held within 60
days.Prime Minister Han Duck-soo,
the country’s No. 2 official, took over
presidential powers later Saturday.
Han was appointed by Yoon, whose
government has struggled to pass
legislation in the opposition-controlled
parliament.

Lee Jae-myung, the leader of the
opposition Democratic Party, told
reporters Sunday that a swift ruling is
the only way to minimize national
chaos.Lee also proposed the creation of
a national council where the
government and the National
Assembly would work together to
stabilize state affairs. He said

bipartisan cooperation is essential to
navigating the political paralysis that
has halted high-level diplomacy and
spooked financial markets since Yoon's
martial law decree.

Lee also said that the Democratic Party

would not seek to impeach of Han,
despite some calls to do so over his
alleged inaction to prevent Yoon’s
martial law enforcement. Lee said there
was no need to introduce further
political uncertainty.The Democratic
Party will actively cooperate with all
parties to stabilize state affairs and
restore international trust,” Lee said.
“The National Assembly and
government will work together to
quickly resolve the crisis that has swept

across the Republic of Korea.”

Yoon’s Dec. 3 imposition of martial law,
the first of its kind in more than four
decades, lasted only six hours, but has
caused massive political tumult, halted
diplomatic activities and rattled
financial markets. Yoon was forced to
lift his decree after parliament
unanimously voted to overturn it.

Yoon sent hundreds of troops and police
officers to the parliament in an effort to
stop the vote, but they withdrew after
the parliament rejected Yoon’s decree.
No major violence occurred.

Opposition parties have accused Yoon of
rebellion, and say that a president in
South Korea is allowed to declare
martial law only during wartime or
similar emergencies and would have no
right to suspend parliament’s
operations even in those cases.

The conservative Yoon rejects the
charges and says he aimed to issue a
warning to the Democratic Party,
which he has called an “anti-state
force” as it's used its control of
parliament to impeach many top
officials and hold up the government’s
budget bill for next year.

One week into a new Syria, rebels aim for
normalcy; Syrians vow not to be silent again

DAMASCUS. At Damascus'
international airport, the new head of
security — one of the rebels who
marched across Syria to the capital —
arrived with his team. The few
maintenance workers who showed up
for work huddled around Maj Hamza
al-Ahmed, eager to learn what will
happen next.They quickly unloaded all
the complaints they had been too afraid
to express during the rule of President
Bashar Assad, which now,
inconceivably, is over.They told the
bearded fighter they were denied
promotions and perks in favor of pro-
Assad favorites, and that bosses
threatened them with prison for
working too slowly. They warned of
hardcore Assad supporters among
airport staff, ready to return whenever
the facility reopens.As Al-Ahmed tried
to reassure them, Osama Najm, an
engineer, announced: "This is the first
time we talk."This was the first week of
Syria's transformation after Assad's
unexpected fall.Rebels, suddenly in
charge, met a population bursting with

emotions: excitement at new freedoms;
grief over years of repression; and
hopes, expectations and worries about
the future. Some were overwhelmed to
the point of tears.The transition has
been surprisingly smooth. Reports of

reprisals, revenge killings and sectarian
violence have been minimal. Looting
and destruction have been quickly
contained, insurgent fighters
disciplined. On Saturday, people went
about their lives as usual in the capital,
Damascus. Only a single van of fighters
was seen.There are a million ways it
could go wrong.The country is broken
and isolated after five decades of Assad
family rule. Families have been torn

apart by war, former prisoners are
traumatized by the brutalities they
suffered, tens of thousands of detainees
remain missing. The economy is
wrecked, poverty is widespread,
inflation and unemployment are high.
Corruption seeps through daily life.

But in this moment of flux, many are
ready to feel out the way ahead.At the
airport, al-Ahmed told the staffers:
"The new path will have challenges,
but that is why we have said Syria is for
all and we all have to cooperate."

The rebels have so far said all the right
things, Najm said. "But we will not be
silent about anything wrong again."

Idlib comes to DamascusAt a torched
police station, pictures of Assad were
torn down and files destroyed after
insurgents entered the city Dec. 8. All
Assad-era police and security
personnel have vanished.On Saturday,
the building was staffed by 10 men
serving in the police force of the rebels’
de facto "salvation government," which
for years governed the rebel enclave of
Idlib in Syria's northwest.

What is drug captagon,
how is it linked to Syria's
fallen Assad regime

World After the fall of the al-Assad regime in Syria,
large stockpiles of the illicit drug captagon have
reportedly been uncovered.The stockpiles, found by
Syrian rebels, are believed to be linked to al-Assad
military headquarters, implicating the fallen regime in
the drug's manufacture and distribution.

But as we'll see, captagon was once a pharmaceutical
drug, similar to some of the legally available
stimulants we still use today for conditions including
attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD).

Captagon was once a pharmaceutical Captagon is the
original brand name of an old synthetic
pharmaceutical stimulant originally made in Germany
in the 1960s.1t was an alternative to amphetamine and
methamphetamine, which were both used as
medicines at the time.The drug has the active
ingredient fenethylline and was initially marketed for
conditions including ADHD and the sleeping disorder
narcolepsy. It had a similar use to some of the legally
available stimulants we still use today, such as
dexamphetamine.Captagon has similar effects to
amphetamines. It increases dopamine in the brain,
leading to feelings of wellbeing, pleasure and
euphoria.lt also improves focus, concentration and
stamina. But it has a lot of unwanted side effects, such
as low-level psychosis.The drug was originally sold
mostly in the Middle East and parts of Europe.

It was available over the counter (without a prescription)
in Europe for a short time before it became
prescription-only.It was approved only briefly in the
United States before becoming a controlled substance
in the 1980s, but was still legal for the treatment of
narcolepsy in many European countries until
relatively recently.According to the International
Narcotics Control Board pharmaceutical manufacture
of Captagon had stopped by 2009. The illicit trade
took over The illegally manufactured version is
usually referred to as captagon (with a small ¢).

Itis sometimes called -- chemical courage -- because it is
thought to be used by soldiers in war-torn areas of the
Middle East to help give them focus and energy.

For instance, it's been reportedly found on the bodies of
Hamas soldiers during the conflict with Israel.

Its manufacture is relatively straightforward and
inexpensive, making it an obvious target for the black-
market drug trade.Black-market captagon is now
nearly exclusively manufactured in Syria and
surrounding countries such as Lebanon.

It's mostly used in the Middle East, including
recreationally in some Gulf states. It is one of the most
commonly used illicit drugs in Syria.A recent report
suggests captagon generated more than US$7.3
billion in Syria and Lebanon between 2020 and 2022
(about $2.4 billion a year). What we know about illicit
drugs generally is that any seizures or crackdowns on
manufacturing or sale have a very limited impact on
the drug market because another manufacturer or
distributor pops up to meet demand.So in all
likelihood, given the size of the captagon market in the
Middle East, these latest drug discoveries and seizures
are likely to reduce manufacture only for a short time.

Ousted PM Sheikh Hasina involved in enforced
disappearance: Bangladesh commission

DHAKA. An inquiry commission set up by
the interim government in Bangladesh has
said that it found evidence implicating
deposed prime minister Sheikh Hasina and
top-ranking military and police officials
from her regime in alleged incidents of
enforced disappearance.

The five-member Commission of Inquiry on
Enforced Disappearances submitted an
interim report titled "Unfolding The Truth"
to Chief Adviser Professor Muhammad
Yunus on Saturday.The commission
estimated that there would be more than
3,500 enforced disappearances.

"The commission has found evidence of
former prime minister Sheikh Hasina's
involvement as the instructor in the
incidents of enforced disappearance," the
press wing of the office of Chief Adviser
said in a statement on Saturday night.It said
the deposed premier's defence adviser
Major General (retd) Tarique Ahmed
Siddique, former director general of the
National Telecommunication Monitoring
Centre and sacked Major General Ziaul

Ahsanand senior police officers Monirul
Islam and Mohammad Harun-Or-Rashid
and several other senior officials were
found to be involved in those incidents.

The ex-military and police officers are on the
run, mostly believed to be abroad since the
ouster of Hasina's Awami League regime
on August 5 following a student-led
uprising.According to the statement,
retired Supreme Court judge Mainul Islam
Chowdhury, the chairman of the
commission, told Yunus that during
investigations they found a "systematic
design" that allowed incidents of enforced
disappearances to go undetected.

"Individuals carrying out enforced
disappearance or extrajudicial killing
(even) lacked knowledge about victims,"
Chowdhury said.The report said the
police's elite anti-crime Rapid Action
Battalion (RAB), which draws men from
the Army, Navy, Air Force, regular police
and other law enforcement agencies had
collaborated with each other to pick up,
torture and keep victims in detention and

deliberately segmented the operations.The
commission simultaneously proposed the
abolition of the RAB alongside scrapping
or thoroughly amending the Anti-Terrorism
Act,20009.

Rights activist and commission member
Sajjad Hossain said they recorded 1,676
complaints of enforced disappearances
and, so far, have examined 758 of them.Of
these, 200 people or 27 per cent of the
victims never returned while those who
returned were mostly shown on records as
arrested.Besides the chairman, the
commission comprises Justice Farid

Ahmed Shibli, rights activist Nur Khan,
private BRAC University teacher Nabila
Idris and rights activist Sajjad Hossain.

Atapress conference earlier, the commission
announced that they had found eight secret
detention centres in Dhaka and its outskirts.

The panel chairman on Saturday informed
Yunus that they would deliver another
interim report in March and would require
at least another year to complete the
scrutiny of all allegations they had
received."You are doing a really very
important job. We are ready to give you all
kinds of support that you need," Yunus was
quoted as saying. TV channels and social
media carried interviews with several
victims of the alleged enforced
disappearance, including former military
officers and opposition activists who were
active in opposing Hasina's regime. While
receiving the report yesterday, Yunus said
he would visit some of the joint
interrogation cells and secret detention
centres as he wanted first-hand knowledge
about the sufferings of the victims.
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AUS vs IND: Travis Head continues

to punish India, scores 9th
hundred in Brishane

New Delhi. Travis Head continued to punish
the Indian team as he scored his 9th Test
hundred during the match at the Gabba in
Brisbane on Sunday, December 15. Head
carried his form from his knock during the
Adelaide Test, where he scored 140 off 141
balls to set up the win for his side.Head had
come on to bat with Australia in a spot of
bother at 75 for 3 after Marnus Labuschagne
fell to Nitish Kumar Reddy in the 34th over.
The Aussie batter would start off his innings
with a fantastic shot to get a boundary off
Reddy and followed it up with another one
against Jasprit Bumrah. Head would ensure
that he got Australia to a safe spot at lunch
and would launch his counterattack after the
break.The southpaw once again got a
boundary off Bumrah before turning his
attention towards Ravindra Jadeja. Head

would hammer Jadeja for 2 consecutive
boundaries in the 55th over and started to be
in the groove and looking set for another big
knock. Head got to his fifty in just 71 balls
and started to free himself even more and
started to toy with the Indian bowling.Head,
after putting his feud behind with Siraj,
started to dominate the Indian pacer, much to
the delight of the Brisbane crowd. A couple
of boundaries saw Head enter the 90's.
Bumrah came back into the attack but Head
continued to go on his merry way and scored
his hundred in 115 balls.Head scored 13
boundaries in his knock on Sunday.Head's
incredible run against India continuesWith
his hundred against India, Head continued
his fine form against Rohit Sharma and his
men in the longest format of the game. This
was Head's 3rd Test hundred against India
and his knock on Sunday also saw him go
past 1000 runs against the side with an
average of more than 51.In his last 7 innings
against India, Head has scored more than
600 runs.

AUS vs IND: Gritty Steve Smith

hounces back, ends 25-
innings wait for Test hundred

New Delhi. Star Australia batter Steve Smith
bounced back to form during Day 2 of the
third Test against Australia at the Gabba,
Brisbane. Smith played a magnificent
innings of 101 (188) with the help of 12 fours
as he brought an end to his long drought of a
Test century. It was the first hundred for the
Australia star after 25 innings with his last
one coming at Lord’s during the Ashes
2023.Smith didn’t have a memorable start to
his innings as he played and missed
deliveries outside the off stump and was
beaten on several occasions. The former
Australia skipper also had his pads targeted
by the Indian bowlers and survived a couple
of close Ibw calls.However, the right-handed
batter managed to stay at the crease and
weathered the storm. He battled through
menacing spells against Jasprit Bumrah and
Akash Deep who challenged both of his
inside and outside edges. Despite facing
some challenging spells, Smith continued to
motor along and gradually moved towards

his half-century.

Smith shifted gears in the third session

He brought up his 42nd fifty off 128 balls and
got involved in a massive stand with Travis
Head for the fourth wicket. After reaching
his half-century, Smith quickly shifted his
gears and began dealing in boundaries. He
went in to tea on 65 and came out in an all-out
attacking approach after the break.Smith cut
Nitish Reddy for a boundary on just his third
ball after tea and made his intentions clear.
Having got into his groove, the right-handed
batter gave glimpses of his vintage self as
boundaries began flowing from his willow.
He added 31 runs off just 14 balls in the third
session to move into the 80s. He finally
reached his landmark in the 82nd over with a
single against Akash Deep towards fine leg
and celebrated his landmark. Smith was
finally dismissed on 101 as Rohit Sharma
took a brilliant catch in the slips.

New Delhi Harbhajan Singh feels that India

New Delhi.

Real Madrid held to high-scoring
draw at Rayo Vallecano in La Liga

«Madrid was without striker

Kylian Mbappé, who is

nursing a left-thigh injury.
_— -

BARCELONA. Real Madrid was held at
Rayo Vallecano to 3-3 in a thrilling derby on
Saturday, missing a chance to overtake
Barcelonaat the top of La Liga.

Rayo set a fast pace and stunned the
powerhouse with two headed goals from
Unai Lopez and Abdul Mumin to lead 2-0 by
the 36th minute.Federico Valverde struck
with a powerful shot from well outside the
area to pull one back for Madrid then Jude
Bellingham headed the visitors level from a
pass by Rodrygo just before halftime.

Madrid looked on course to completing a
comeback win when Rodrygo put them in
front for the first time with a deflected shot in
the 56th.But Rayo midfield leader Isi
Palazon stretched out a boot to steer Florian
Lejeune's shot past Thibaut Courtois in the

Vinicius Jinior went on as a second-half
substitute. Goalie Augusto Batalla saved the
Brazilian's best effort in the final period.

64th.Madrid was without striker Kylian Madrid remained second, one point behind

Mbappé, who is nursing a left-thigh injury.

Barcelona.Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti

admitted his team dropped its guard in
defense when his players left Lopez and
Mumin unchecked to turn in crosses. But he
said he was "satisfied" with his team's
reaction, especially given the injuries to

Should have attacked Travis Head with
Jasprit Bumrah early: Harbhajan Singh

o The Mohammed Siraj vs Travis Head
battle continued as the Australian batter
picked his catch on Day 3 of the 2nd
Test in Adelaide. Moreover, Siraj had to
battle with boos for the 2nd straight day
by the hostile Adelaide crowd.

missed a trick by not having Jasprit
Bumrah attack Travis Head early on and
allowing him to score a hundred during the
Gabba Test on Sunday, December 15. Head
continued to torment India with the bat as
he scored his 9th Test hundred on Day 2 at
the Gabba.This was Head's second
consecutive century in the series after his
Adelaide heroics and many slammed Rohit
Sharma's captaincy for not being able to
contain the southpaw. Harbhajan, while

talking to the broadcasters, said that India's
tactics could have been better when he came
on to bat as the visitors didn't attack him

knows what would have happened. Atleast 2
or3 overs," said Harbhajan.

India allowed Head to be comfortable

much. The former spinner feels that Head Matthew Hayden also commented on the

should have been made to face Bumrah for

atleast2 or 3 overs.

"I think India could have done better when he

walked in. They didn't attack too much.
Should have brought in Jasprit Bumrah
straight away. He faced Nitish and Jadeja.
You had to go back to your main bowler.
Bumrah should have bowled early on. Who

tactics by India and felt that they allowed
Head to get comfortable early on and
allowed him to get to 20 runs very
quickly. Hayden pointed out how Virat
Kohli was able to do the same during the
Perth Test, where he ended up scoring his
30th Test hundred.”T just felt that they
missed a trick early up with Travis Head.
Similarly actually to the way that
Australia did to Virat Kohli when he was
able to quite easily get into that 20 zone
where great players become really
comfortable. I felt like they could have
and did have an opportunity to really go

harder at Travis Head," said Hayden.

Head would continue his fine form against

India in the longest format of the game as he
would go past the 1000-run landmark
against them during his knock on Sunday.
Head scored his hundred in just 115 balls.

AUS vs IND: Why are Stormtroopers

in attendance a

Brisbane The third Test between India

and Australia at the Gabba in Brisbane
has been nothing short of electrifying,
but it’s not just the on-field drama that
has grabbed attention. A group of fans
dressed as Stormtroopers from the
iconic Star Wars franchise—dubbed
the “GabbaTroopers”—stole the
spotlight, adding a unique flair to the
action-packed game.Stormtroopers,
the fictional soldiers serving the
Galactic Empire in Star Wars, have g
been a recurring theme at the Gabba, ™,
with the GabbaTroopers paying
homage to the franchise in a quirky yet
entertaining way. Celebrating their
seventh anniversary, the group added an
extra layer of excitement to the Test match.
The stadium joined in the fun, playing iconic
Star Wars soundtracks for the occasion,
delighting fans both on and off the field.

The GabbaTroopers have a storied tradition of

attending matches at the Gabba, including
memorable moments like the 2017 Ashes
Test between England and Australia, where
an impressive 80 members of the group

=

showed up in full Stormtrooper uniform.
Their latest appearance at the India-
Australia Test underscores their
commitment to making cricket matches
even more entertaining for fans. While Day 1
of the Brisbane Test was washed out due to
relentless rain, Day 2 made up for the lost
action with high drama. India’s Jasprit
Bumrah started strongly, dismissing both
Australian openers in Usman Khawaja and
Nathan Mcsweeny in quick succession. The

t the c:bbq Test

gy intensity continued with a playful
yet heated exchange between
India’s Mohammed Siraj and
Australia’s Marnus Labuschagne,
highlighted by the pacer
humorously swapping the stumps’
bails, much to the crowd's
amusement. Labuschagne was
dismissed only a couple of balls
later by Nitish Kumar Reddy off a
stunning catch from a fiery Virat
Kohli.

Australia stabilized with a crucial
fourth-wicket partnership between
Steve Smith and Travis Head, the
hero of the Adelaide Test. With the

Border-Gavaskar Trophy on the line and a
potential spot in the World Test
Championship final at stake, the match is set
to intensify.Through it all, the
GabbaTroopers have been a joyful presence,
bringing the spirit of Star Wars to cricket and
witnessing every dramatic twist of this
thrilling Test. Their infectious energy has
added an extra dimension to an already
riveting contest.

New Delhi

defensive starters Dani Carvajal, Eder
Militao, and Ferland Mendy.

He also looked to last season, when his team
drew twice with Rayo."Last year we didn't
win here, we drew, and we won the league
anyway," Ancelotti said. "We are playing
well and on the right path. So, we had a
draw. We need to look toward the next
games."Madrid, as the Champions League
titleholder, next travels to Qatar to play the
Intercontinental Cup final against Mexican
club Pachuca."We have a great chance to
win a title on Wednesday, which would put
the cherry on top of a great year," Ancelotti
said.

Bellingham took his league scoring run to six
games in a row.Vinicius will miss the next
game at home against Sevilla after picking
up his fifth yellow card, this time for
protesting.Rayo was in 13th place. The
modest club has also held Atletico Madrid to
1-1 and forced Barcelona to rally for a 2-1
thanks to a late goal."Before the game we
talked about all our recent games with Real

Madrid when we had been close to winning,
so we knew that if they weren't on their game
then we could get a good result," Rayo coach
fiiigo Pérez said.

Rohit Sharma's captaincy
"clueless': Fans, pundits slam
poor Brishane Test show

India captain Rohit Sharma was
once again criticised by fans on social media
for his captaincy during Day 2 of the third Test
against Australia at the Gabba, Brisbane.
Notably, India began the day on a good note
by taking three wickets early in the first
session but were once again put under
pressure by Travis Head.The Australian
batter walked to crease with his team on 75/3
and continued from where he left off in the
previous Test in Adelaide. Having been on the
receiving end of many brilliant knocks from
Head in the past one year, it was believed that
India would come up with a plan to finally
stop his massacre.However, much to
everyone’s surprise, India didn’t seem
proactive in their tactics to dismiss the
southpaw. With many experts suggesting a
short-ball barrage against the Australia star,
India didn’t go ahead with the plan and just
employed a spread-out field against him.

As aresult, Head managed to find easy gaps in

the field and kept the scoreboard moving. The
Indian bowlers weren’t able to put pressure on
the in-form batter, who was ably supported by
Steve Smith at the other end. Smith and

Head’s partnership once again brought Rohit
Sharma’s captaincy under the scanner as fans
criticised his defensive approach.

Former India head coach and cricketer Ravi

Shasri also criticised Rohit Sharma's ultra-
defensive fields against Travis Head on air
calling it one of the ‘worst set ups’. Shastri
felt that with several wide open spaces, the
bowlers weren’t able to build pressure with
singles being offered easily. David Warner
also agreed with Shastri, mentioning that
India should've attacked Head more.

Shastri also criticised Rohit for playing the

waiting game and trying to contain someone
of Head’s calibre. Sanjay Bangar and Sunil
Gavaskar also didn’t seem too pleased with
Rohit’s strategies, as it seemed that he
allowed Australian batters to take control of
the game and couldn’t do much to turn things
in his favour. Head went on to register his
second successive century and continued to
pile on the misery on India as they went into
teaon234/3.

Lewis Hamilton bids emotional goodbye
to Mercedes headquarters in Brackley

wLewis Hamilton bid an emotional
farewell to Mercedes, thanking the
Brackley and Brixworth teams for
their support, as he prepared for his
highly anticipated move to Ferrari.
The farewell marked the end of a
legendary era at Mercedes.

Seven-time Formula One World
Champion Lewis Hamilton bid an emotional
farewell to the Mercedes racing headquarters
in Brackley and the engine builders in
Brixworth, UK, as he prepares to embark on a
new chapter with Ferrari. During his visit,
Hamilton delivered a heartfelt speech,
expressing gratitude for the team that
powered his success and promising to return
for future visits.Having concluded his

Mercedes journey with a fourth-place finish
at the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, Hamilton’s
farewell has captured the attention of
Formula 1 fans worldwide. At Brixworth,
where the engines that drove himto all 105 of
his F1 wins with McLaren and Mercedes
were built, Hamilton had one final debrief
with the team. He reminisced about the
unforgettable memories they created
together over the years, including his record-
equalling seven world titles."I’'m leaving;
you guys are going to go and have so much
more success moving forward because this is
an incredible group of people; there’s so
much talent, there’s so much passion here,"
Hamilton said." Anyone would be lucky to be
working with you. I hope that when I do
eventually stop racing, I can come back and
visit you all, and I know we can always look
back at these fond memories, and you know
what ajourney. There’s no driver in the world

that has had this experience with the team. It
makes it that much harder to let go, but I'm
taking with me the greatest memories," he
added.The farewell at Brixworth was
marked by a heartwarming moment as
Hamilton departed the facility inan AMG SL
63 Roadster. Team members and fans lined
the streets, cheering and waving goodbye to
their legendary driver, giving him a send-off
befitting his iconic status.Hamilton, who
turns 40 in January, is now gearing up for a

new chapter of his career with Ferrari,
where he will partner Charles Leclerc. This
move has been one of the most highly
anticipated shifts in Formula 1 history.
Fans are eager to see how Hamilton adapts
to the Ferrari setup and whether he can add
to his illustrious career achievements."I’'m
going to always be looking on the screens
and seeing where you guys are. [’'m always
going to be wishing you all the absolute
best. [ believe in you, and I will continue to
believe in you, and when you do have that
success, I will be so proud of you," he
added.The first glimpse of Hamilton in
Ferrari red will come during pre-season
testing in Bahrain from February 26-28,
2025. The excitement will then culminate in
the season opener in Australia, scheduled for
March 14-16.While Hamilton’s departure
marks the end of an era for Mercedes, his
legacy with the team remains unparalleled.
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Rashmika

Nanaannas

Reveals Why She Said YesTo

Vicky Kausglal s Chhaava 28
| ¢

)

ashmika Mandanna, riding high on the
success of Pushpa 2, is gearing up for her
next big project, Chhaava, in which she
stars alongside Vicky Kaushal. In a recent
interview, Rashmika shared her initial
reaction when she was offered the role.
Rashmika, who is predominantly known for
her work in South Indian cinema, admitted
that she was initially taken aback when the
filmmakers approached her to play a
Mabharashtrian queen.In conversation
with Pinkvilla, Rashmika Mandanna
revealed what she promptly said after
hearing the script for Chhaava the
first time. She recalled, “The first
narration of Chhaava I heard, the 2
film team were in touch with the Y
managers and they called me at
into their office. They told me
who it is about and that is
something...Its huge. And for me
inmy head I am thinking [ am from
South, how can you think about me
playing a Maharashtrian queen. Let
me just ask you this basic question- Me!

How? What is going on? But the second 1 : %

heard the script for the first time in my life [ e

didn’t take a second to say yes." PO
Rashmika Mandanna spoke fondly of her (N > 1

transformation for Chhaava, describing how y ;' .

surprised she was during her look test. Not only did Rea 't 2

she look the part of a Maharashtrian queen, but her facial A

features, body language, and overall style also seemed to Tt
align with the role in a way she hadn’t anticipated. She ;
remarked, “Suddenly, my features, my body language, and
everything changed."In addition, the actress praised her co-
star, Vicky Kaushal, and director Laxman Utekar for their
incredible contributions to the film. She gushed about Vicky’s
performance, saying, “He has killed it," and expressed
admiration for Laxman Utekar’s craft. She couldn’t help but
be in awe of their work, commenting, “My God, I can’t. I'm tw!
all gushing all over like their craft like it’s amazing." Y
Vicky Kaushal, Rashmika Mandanna, and Akshaye Khanna, 4
among others, feature in Chhaava, which tells the narrative
ofabrave historical figure, the Maratha king Sambhaji. The
film was expected to compete with Pushpa 2 at the box
office. However, the producers eventually moved the

) Kangana Ranaut

Critiques Bollywood, Praises South Films: 'They
Are Obsessed With Abs, Bikes And Babes’

I < angana Ranaut has shared her views on the rising success of South Indian films compared to Bollywood

at the box office. According to the actor, one of the main reasons behind this trend is that Hindi films
have increasingly lost touch with reality.Speaking at Agenda Aaj Tak, Kangana was asked about the
massive popularity of Allu Arjun’s Pushpa franchise and how it compares to the current situation in
Bollywood. She remarked, “Pehele toh mujhe nahi lagta ke Bollywood or Hindi cinema ne mainstream
hone ka theka liya hua hai (I don’t think Bollywood can be dubbed as mainstream). They are not
mainstream by any standard. Our films should be defined as the Indian film industry, one industry in
which every type of audience is addressed."
Kangana attributed the success of Pushpa 2 to the relatable character Allu Arjun portrays, a daily wage
worker. She pointed out Bollywood’s detachment from reality as a major issue. “People in Bollywood
live in a bubble. And that is one of the biggest reasons [
have a problem with them. Kyunki yeh log bubble se
nikalna nahi chahte han (They don’t want to come out
of the bubble). All they need is to go to the gym, take
protein shakes, take injections. They don’t have any
connection with reality," she said.The actor further
emphasized that such roles would rarely attract
Bollywood stars. “Inko chaiyeh six pack abs, hot
babe, beach, bike, item number bas bahut hai (They
want six pack abs, hot babe, beaches, bike and item
numbers. That’s enough for them)... It is important
to have a reality check," she concluded.Pushpa: The
Rise became a pan-India phenomenon upon its
release in 2021, grossing over 7136 crore in Telugu
and ?106 crore in its Hindi-dubbed version, making
it Allu Arjun’s highest-grossing film. Its songs and dialogues resonated with audiences across the
Hindi-speaking regions.Now, the sequel, Pushpa 2: The Rule, continues Pushpa Raj’s journey,
showing his rise from a daily wage earner to the leader of a red sanders smuggling syndicate.
Rashmika Mandanna reprises her role as Srivalli, Pushpa’s wife, standing by him against his
estranged family. Fahadh Faasil returns as police officer Bhanwar Singh Shekawat, still
grappling with the humiliation he faced in the first film. The sequel ends with a setup for the next
installment, Pushpa 3: The Rampage.

Kajol Drops Throwback Pics From

K3G Sets: 'They Just Don't Make
Them Like They Used To'

aran Johar’s Kabhi Khushi Kabhie
Gham... is undoubtedly one of the
classic films of all time. The movie,
released on December 14, 2001, with an
ensemble cast featuring Kajol, Shah Rukh
Khan, Jaya Bachchan, Amitabh Bachchan,
Kareena Kapoor, Hrithik Roshan and others,
has etched a special place in millions of hearts.
Today, as the movie completed 23 years since
its release, Kajol dropped some mesmerising
photos from the sets of the musical romance
drama, leaving her fans in complete nostalgia.
On Instagram, Kajol walked down memory lane
and posted a couple of photos clicked while
filming Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham... The
first photo featured Big B with his wife,
portrayed by Jaya Bachchan in the film,
alongside their on-screen sons and their loved
counterparts. All six of them were seemingly
grooving to the beats of the song, Bole
Chudiyan, sung by Jatin-Lalit, while the candid
moment was captured. The following two
photos showed Kajol cuddled up with SRK in
romantic poses while looking gorgeous as ever
in a red saree. The superstar, on the other hand,
looked handsome in an all-black outfit.
Alongside it, Kajol revealed her honest opinions
about cinema and penned in the caption, “Life,
love and laughter. They just don’t make them
like they used to anymore. 23 years and some
fabulous memories later...." And we simply
can’t deny it. Such movies are for a lifetime.
She even hashtagged the post with words like
“23 years of K3G", “K3G" and “memories”.
Within no time after Kajol made the post, her fans
were left in nostalgia. Social media users
started rooting for a Kajol and SRK reunion on-
screen under the banner of Karan Johar’s
Dharma Productions. One user commented, “A
movie that never gets tired of watching," while
another said, “Fav movie since childhood!!!" A
social media user wrote a meaningful note
mentioning, “Absolutely... 23 years of this
masterpiece K3G... @kajol You're too good
there... Just watched it yesterday with the
whole family... And coincidentally, you

happened to be in Nagpur yesterday."
'»4- Sandeep Reddy Vanga’s Spinit:

1 Kareena, Saif And Mrunal Thakur
May Join Prabhas in Cop Thriller

fter the massive success of Kabir Singh

P Aand Animal, Sandeep Reddy Vanga is
- 3 gearing up for his next ambitious project

in Hindi cinema. Earlier this year, Pinkvilla
had reported that Vanga is set to begin shooting
for the Prabhas-led Spirit in the first quarter of
2025, aiming for a 2026 release. The pre-
production work for this high-octane cop
thriller is currently underway, including
casting, and Pinkvilla has learned that Sandeep
Reddy Vanga and producer Bhushan Kumar
are in talks with Mrunal Thakur for the female
lead.According to a source close to the
development, discussions are ongoing with
Mrunal Thakur to play the female lead
opposite Prabhas in Spirit. The source
revealed, “Spirit is the most ambitious and
awaited films of Indian Cinema, and the
makers are going all out to have the best and
most talented actors of world cinema on board
the film. While Prabhas is locked to play the
role of a cop, the conversations are in progress
with Mrunal Thakur, Saif Ali Khan, and
Kareena Kapoor with the latter two for the
negative turn."

The insider further shared that Spirit is set to
redefine the cop-action genre in Indian
cinema, promising a unique narrative. “It’s a
story like never before, in the template of a
commercial Indian Film. There are good
people and bad people in the tale, but with a lot
of elements of grey that Vanga is known for.
Every character has a purpose, and it’s among
the most ambitious films for Sandeep Reddy
Vanga. The writing work and prep is going on
in full swing, and the ones who have heard the
narration inform that Vanga is going to
reintroduce Prabhas like never before in
Spirit," the source added. Bhushan Kumar is
reportedly fully backing Vanga’s vision for the
project.

Additionally, fans can look forward to a unique
dynamic between Saif Ali Khan and Kareena
Kapoor, as the real-life couple will be playing a
pair of antagonists in Spirit. The source added,
“It’s the first time that a real-life couple will be
playing a negative role as a couple in a feature
film. The two will also have a lot of action to do
alongside Prabhas and other members. The
paperwork for all the talents is yet to be done,
as the discussions for monetary terms are
underway."Produced by Bhushan Kumar and
Sandeep Reddy Vanga, Spirit is set to hit the
big screen in 2026. Once the project wraps,
Vanga will shift his focus to his next venture,
Animal Park with Ranbir Kapoor, scheduled to
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