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Sri Lanka’s once-
Marxist president on
I'st India trip

Unlike Nepalese PM Oli, who was not invited by
India and visited China instead, Sri Lankan
President Aruna Kumara Dissanayake, popularly
called AKD and once a Marxist, has chosen to
come to India first (December 15 to 17) before
going to China next month. Which country — India
or China — will a newly elected leader in India’s
neighbourhood visit first has become a
competitive affair. That it would be India first was
determined by geography; Delhi’s emergency
assistance of $4 billion when others, including
China, turned away during Sri Lanka’s worst
economic crisis since its independence; and
Foreign Minister Jaishankar being the first to
invite him.Conflicted by having to choose,
Colombo is calling both visits as economic
investment-related, though these will be largely
exploratory and about getting to know one
another’s interests and concerns. India is receiving
a largely unknown leader from a fringe party, not
the traditional United National Party (UNP) and
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP).

AKD is the leader of the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna/National People’s Power (JVP/NPP):
the JVP having spearheaded two insurrections,
both of which Delhi helped Colombo to defeat.

The JVP, representing Sinhala nationalism, was
opposed to the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord, Indian
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) and 13A devolution
to Tamils. The triumph of AKD and NPP came in
the aftermath of the people’s uprising following
the sovereign default of June 2021, in which the
fiercely loyal to the Rajapaksa’s Sri Lankan Army
did not intervene to keep the clan in power.

Not many Lankans had heard of AKD, but most
knew about JVP. Still, AKD and the NPP won
historic victories in presidential and parliamentary
elections in September and November, ending the
rule of the two parties and five families.

For the first time, a Tamil party did not win its
stronghold, Jaffna. Instead, it was the NPP, which
lost only Batticaloa among the country’s 25
districts. The NPP, which had just three seats,
catapulted to 159 members in a 225-seat
parliament.The small new cabinet includes two
upcountry Tamils, none from the north and no
Muslims. Only two have been ministers earlier.
Lacking experience, the government will rely
heavily on the bureaucracy. AKD has promised to
root out corruption and review the existing
contracts (including Adani’s), release land
occupied by the army, address concerns of the
minorities, including reconciliation and issues
with the United Nations Human Rights Council
(UNHRC), and maintain neutrality between India
and China.Till recently, government ministers
would say that for security, Sri Lanka would look
to India and for economy, rely on China. This was
turned on its head during the economic meltdown.

After the fourth tranche of the $2.9-billion
International Monetary Fund (IMF) loan, AKD
decided not to renegotiate with the IMF to reduce
hardships faced by the people. Following a debt
restructuring agreement, the budget will be

Revival of India’s North Korean mission reflects strategic shift

Developments in the Korean peninsula are of greater strategic importance to India today than they were four years ago.

INDIA has decided to resume normal functioning of

its embassy in Pyongyang, North Korea. The
embassy was closed on July 2, 2021, when
Ambassador Atul Malhari Gotsurve and the entire
Indian staff at the mission packed up and left for
New Delhi via Russia.Like most things related to
North Korea, the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) never formally announced that it had shut its
embassy there. However, without any Indian staff,
let alone diplomats, no work was being done in the
world’s most reclusive consular outpost. The MEA
never named a replacement for Gotsurve in
Pyongyang and he was sent, 14 months ago, as
Ambassador to Mongolia.A technical
team and quasi-diplomatic personnel
have reached Pyongyang and they are
in the process of making the mission
functional after a protracted period of
disuse for almost three-and-a-half
years, inter-agency sources in the
government told me in New Delhi.
Their first job is to extensively debug
the building and clear it of security and
spying hazards. North Korea is
notorious for its dodgy intelligence
methods against foreigners and bad
faith in dealings with legations it has
agreed to host. It may be months before
an ambassador heads the mission, [
given Pyongyang’s notorious and
opaque bureaucracy and delays in
making even minor decisions on
foreign policy, such as agreeing to
receive a new envoy.

Meanwhile, South Korea has embarked on a journey

of engaging India along a road which has not been
traversed by any country since the Soviet Union in
the mid-1950s. This year, in a bold departure from
common practice worldwide, South Korea
celebrated its National Day in the sprawling
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in New Delhi. Its
embassy in India invited a few thousand Indians,
mostly young people, to join in the mass celebration.
Last year, it began its experiment of taking the
message of the most important day on the South
Korean diplomatic calendar to the multitudes of
Delhi. The mission walked away from routine
cocktail receptions in chandeliered halls, like most
embassies in India do on their national days. Instead,
thousands of young Delhiites swayed in the open to
K-pop (Korean pop music) and other instruments of
modern youth culture in Seoul, Busan, Incheon and
other big cities.Reaching out to the Indian masses

Hidden costs, denied claims a bane

was first tried in a bilateral engagement by Nikita
Khrushchev, leader of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union, and Soviet Prime Minister Nikolai
Bulganin in 1955 in Kolkata (then Calcutta). A
smaller version of that Soviet outreach was tried in
Ahmedabad in 2020 when the Indian diplomacy
tried to sweep then US President Donald Trump off
his feet with crowds he could never muster in his
own country. The attempt was a non-starter because
Trump was defeated in his bid for re-election later
that year. But similar efforts by India and the Soviet
Union yielded rich dividends. Indo-Soviet relations
were consolidated with popular endorsement.South

Korea is trying to replicate the Indo-Soviet
successes, which flourished for several decades.
Seoul has realised that the folkloric tale of
Ayodhya’s Princess Suriratna travelling to Korea to
marry King Kim Suro in 48 AD has captured the
imagination of the Indian people. It now wants to
cement India-South Korea relations through the
people-to-people route. South Korea is looking at
relations with India in the very long term. Like
Singapore, with its policy of developing a second
arm of its economy through emerging markets like
India, a strategy the island nation has implemented
since 1991. Seoul is ready to try unconventional
methods to achieve this objective and hopes that the
results will match its efforts. A fter rapid strides in the
last two decades, economic relations between India
and South Korea have hit a plateau. This is partly
because the South Korean economy has slowed
down. Repeated political turmoil — the most
serious was a failed attempt by President Yoon Suk

Fix health insurance

Yeol to impose martial law and his subsequent
impeachment — has impacted the country’s macro-
economic activities, which depend heavily on
government support.

India has been cold to calls for South Korea to be
invited into Quad, the four-nation, amorphous group
of Australia, India, Japan and the US. Where high-
level visits took place frequently and with much
fanfare, they are now irregular. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has not visited Seoul since early
2019. The last visit to New Delhi by South Korea’s
President was a year before Modi’s trip. Foreign
ministers from both countries have met more often,

but the frequency of their exchanges has lacked
the regularity and dynamism of, say, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar’s engagement
with his counterpart from the UAE or
Singapore.India decided, in principle, to reopen
its valuable Pyongyang listening outpost in
February. South Block, seat of the MEA, has
been in touch with Germany and the UK, which
had already sent teams to North Korea around
that time to consider the resumption of their
diplomatic activity, which had been interrupted
by the Covid-19 pandemic. Since then, Indian
diplomats have compared notes with their
compeers in Sweden and Poland, which were
the first to reopen their embassies in
Pyongyang.New Delhi’s initiative gained
urgency in November after Trump won the US
presidential election. In his first presidential
term, Trump had said about North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un that “we fell in love”. They
met three times, which was without precedent. It is
likely that Trump would revive his summit
diplomacy with Kim when he returns to the White
House. Even if those summits do not yield concrete
results, Trump relishes the worldwide media
attention it gives him. It was partly diversionary
when he was President. It deflected criticism from
real problems in the US.Developments in the
Korean peninsula are of greater strategic importance
to India today than they were four years ago. North
Korea is a more emboldened military factor in East
Asia now than it ever has been. New Delhi would
want to ensure that Pyongyang’s new and bigger
arsenal of hypersonic and short-range weapons does
not have any place in Pakistan’s offensive military
thinking.India also wants to calibrate North Korea’s
stepped-up ties with Russia against its own overall
security paradigm. A listening post in Pyongyang
with a competent ambassador would be a significant
strategic asset for South Block.

presented on February 17, 2025.Bringing the
economy back on track is AKD’s biggest
challenge. Another challenge is to replace the 1978
constitution with a new one, which most executive
presidents had pledged to do, but wavered.

A prominent visitor to Colombo was US Assistant
Secretary of State Donald Lu, who promised
“unwavering support for the government’s anti-
corruption drive” and help recover funds taken
from the country. The Verite Research think tank is
conducting a study on detecting corruption in
procurement processes which will come in handy.
During the people’s uprising, “corruption at the
very top” was at the heart of the ouster of former
President Gotabhaya Rajapaksa.In India’s
neighbourhood now, there is a third player: the US.
No longer does Washington say India is in the lead,
we will follow. Instead, it says it also has its own
interests.Sri Lanka sits astride key sea trade routes
in the Indian Ocean, with the dominant
Hambantota Port with China on a 99-year lease.

THE shocking murder of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian |

Thompson in the US, reportedly motivated by grievances
over denied claims, has ignited a global debate about
health insurance systems. While the US struggles with its

own healthcare challenges, India faces a similarly £

disheartening reality. As per a recent survey, 43 per cent of
policyholders in India reported difficulties in claim
processing, ranging from rejections due to "pre-existing
conditions" to opaque exclusions hidden in fine print.
India’s health insurance sector, touted as a safety net,
often traps patients in a web of delays and financial
burdens. Claims are sometimes processed so sluggishly
that hospital discharges are delayed, forcing families to
bear additional costs. Ambiguous contracts filled with
technical jargon only worsen the plight of policyholders,
many of whom are left financially and emotionally
drained.Adding to the problem, insurance premiums have
seen staggering hikes — over 50 per cent for one in five
policyholders last year — making coverage unaffordable

Alliances are stitched on the basis of

THE 2024 Lok Sabha election results initially suggested
that the INDIA bloc could serve as a stable and effective
opposition to challenge the Narendra Modi government
till 2029. However, this coalition is already tottering.
The yearend is seeing the bloc heading for a premature
demise.The outcomes of the Haryana and Maharashtra
Assembly polls seem to have convinced a number of
INDIA members, including the Trinamool Congress,
Aam Aadmi Party, Nationalist Congress Party (Sharad
Pawar), Shiv Sena (Uddhav Thackeray), Samajwadi
Party and the Rashtriya Janata Dal that the Rahul
Gandhi-Mallikarjun Kharge-led Congress is good for
nothing.As a seemingly well-thought-out strategy, AAP
came out first, announcing ‘zero space’ for the grand old
party in the Delhi Assembly elections. The remarks of
Lalu Yadav and his son Tejashwi make it clear that they
do not want the Congress in their mahagathbandhan for
the 2025 Assembly polls in Bihar.The year 2026 has
Assembly polls lined up in Kerala, Assam, West Bengal,
Puducherry and Tamil Nadu, while the 2027 calendar
has elections in Goa, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Manipur,
Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat. A cursory
look at the political situation shows that the Congress
faces the uphill task of wresting Assam from the BJP and
Kerala from the LDF and retaining Himachal. In the rest
of the states, it is either politically irrelevant or leans
heavily on allies, like the DMK in Tamil Nadu and the
Samajwadi Party in Uttar Pradesh.

This explains why there is a churn within INDIA. Alliance
politics in India is guided by certain principles and
compulsions that are missing from the INDIA story as of
now.Firstly, alliances are stitched on the basis of the
strengths of the partners, not their weaknesses. The
Congress is often weak and vulnerable when it fights
against the BJP in a direct electoral battle. Arvind
Kejriwal has, therefore, turned stern, even though the
Congress has hinted at accepting even a single-digit
figure for seat-sharing in the Delhi Assembly polls. In

for many middle-class families. This trend undermines
public trust and risks turning health insurance into an

INDIA bloc totters as Congress faces isolation

strengths of the allies, not their weaknesses. The Congress is often weak in a direct fight with the BJP.
-

Kejriwal’s assessment, the Congress is a liability as far
as Delhi is concerned as the minority vote is set to switch
from the Congress to the AAP. The Congress is now
staring at the prospect of drawing a blank in the national
capital for a record third time.The ‘Kejriwal formula’ to
drive the Congress out of the state-level alliance is
emboldening the likes of Tejashwi Yadav, Mamata
Banerjee, Akhilesh Yadav, Sharad Pawar and Uddhav
Thackeray.Unfortunately, for the Congress, the
opportunity to prove its mettle would only come during
the Assam and Kerala Assembly polls of 2026. Rahul
Gandhi has issued a directive to senior party leaders and
colleagues not to respond to bloc leaders’ comments or
remarks. This is a weak and feeble attempt to let the
alliance continue.The issue of the bloc’s leadership is

constantly raised by several regional parties within the
alliance. In fact, except for the Congress, virtually
everyone in the alliance parivar has recommended or
supported Mamata as its head. She has even gone to the
extent of ‘accepting’ the responsibility. But the
Congress’ studied silence is blocking this move’s
progress.The Congress, perhaps, understands that
INDIA partners want a ‘co-equal’ status within the bloc.
Once again, the history of alliance politics in the country
says something different. Alliances have worked and
prospered whenever there has been a dominant partner
and several minor players. For example, the UDF and
LDF alliances in Kerala led by the Congress and the
CPM, respectively, or the success of the NDA under the
BJP. The Janata Party experiment of 1977, the National

unsustainable financial burden rather than a source
of relief. The lessons from the US are clear: distrust
between stakeholders-insurers, healthcare
providers and patients leads to systemic failures.
India must urgently address this mistrust by
strengthening transparency and accountability
within the insurance sector. Models like managed
care, which integrate healthcare delivery with
insurance, can reduce costs and improve patient
outcomes.

The Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of
India must enforce stricter transparency norms,
ensure grievance redress mechanisms and penalise
unscrupulous practices. Strengthening public
systems like Ayushman Bharat can complement
these measures by reducing dependence on private
insurers. The growing disenchantment with health

insurance calls for meaningful reforms. India cannot

afford a system that prioritises profit over patient welfare.

Front (1989) and the United Front (1996) were a disaster
simply because they were based on the ‘co-equal’
recipe.The Congress, even in terms of diminishing
returns, fancies itself as the first among equals due to the
virtue of having 100-odd seats in the Lok
Sabha.Interestingly, the leadership of an alliance was
seldom sought in the past. Morarji Desai became the
Prime Minister not because he was the best or a
contender but for a reason — to keep Charan Singh in
check. NT Rama Rao became the National Front
convener in 1988-89 because he was not a contender for
the post that saw Devi Lal’s nomination; later, the
coveted post was offered to VP Singh. During the days
of HD Deve Gowda and Inder Kumar Gujral, TDP
leader and Andhra Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu
acted as convener and kingmaker of a short-lived United
Front. In the Vajpayee era of unstable alliance politics,
George Fernandes was chosen as the NDA convener.
Rama Rao, Naidu or Fernandes were never heard
hankering for a post that was offered to them. Ditto for
Desai, Devi Lal, Gowda and Gujral. The Congress
would want Mamata to know this.The stalwart who can
communicate it all is Sharad Pawar. But after the
November 23 Maharashtra verdict, Pawar is a king
without a kingdom, bitter and lonely. He is looking for a
scapegoat for his party’s horrible performance in
Maharashtra. And, the Congress fits the bill. While
Pawar looks for a humiliating merger with nephew Ajit
Pawar-led NCP, he is plotting with Mamata and Kejriwal
to pin the blame on the Congress.The Congress is
missing an effective manager like Ahmed Patel to launch
a counter-offensive or a cogent strategy. The three
Gandhis and Kharge may look powerful, but deep inside,
they are vulnerable and incapable of reaching out to
mavericks like Mamata, Kejriwal, Lalu and
Pawar.Lastly, it must be remembered that the birth of
alliances is announced with a lot of pomp and show, but
their death goes unnoticed.
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Vlogger shares dismal
business-class experience

on Air India international
flight

NEW DELHI. As the Tata Group-run Air India strives
to establish itself as a premier global airline, recurring
complaints from passengers — especially business
class travelers on international routes—continue to
casta shadow over its ambitions.

Renowned travel vlogger Drew Binsky recently took to
social media to share his dismal experience on a flight
from London to Amritsar, calling it the “worst
business class experience” of his life. Having paid
$750 to upgrade, Binsky described a series of
shocking service failures in a YouTube video posted
on December 14.As per Binsky, the business class
seat was broken and wouldn’t recline, forcing him to
eat his meal on a pillow “covered with human hair”.
He also pointed out the filthy surroundings, outdated
entertainment screens that seemed straight out of
1985, and an amenities kit that he likened to
something from a “one-star motel.”

Despite the promise of in-flight Wi-Fi, Binsky said it
didn’t work. “I’1l be sure never to fly Air India again,
and I recommend you all to stay away,” said the
American vlogger, who has traveled to 197 countries
and boasts nearly 4.9 million YouTube subscribers.

Binsky’s account is the latest in a string of complaints
about Air India’s service standards. In September,
Anip Patel, CEO of CaPatel Investments, described
his experience on Air India’s business class as a
“nightmare.” Patel, who paid $6,300 for a first-class
ticket on a non-stop flight from New Delhi to
Chicago, called it the “worst first-class cabin’ he had
ever flown in.Months earlier, another passenger,
Vineeth K., shared photos of worn-out seats with dirty
covers while flying business class from Delhi to
Newark.While Air India is yet to issue any statement
on Binsky’s allegations, the airline’s representatives
in the past have said that they want to make Air Indiaa
world class airline with an Indian heart.Air India on
Monday said that will deploy their best aircraft to key
gateways in Southeast Asia and Europe,
complementing the deployment of its flagship A350
and B777 with upgraded cabin interiors on multiple
US and UK routes earlier.

‘Meal fell on business class seat as it was broken’

Renowned travel vlogger Drew Binsky recently took to
social media to share his dismal experience on a flight
from London to Amritsar, calling it “worst business
class experience” of his life. According to per Binsky,
the business class seat was broken and wouldn’t
recline, forcing him to eat his meal on a pillow
“covered with human hair”.

European agency endorses
approval of Biocon
Biologics’ biosimilar
Ustekinumab

BENGALURU. Biocon Biologics, a biosimilars
company and subsidiary of Biocon, has announced
that the European Medicines Agency’s Committee
for Medicinal Products for Human Use (CHMP)
has issued a positive opinion recommending
approval of YESINTEK, an Ustekinumab
biosimilar intended for the treatment of adults and
children with plaque psoriasis and adults with
psoriatic arthritis or Crohn’s disease.It said clinical
studies showed the Ustekinumab biosimilar has a
similar pharmacokinetic, safety, efficacy and
immunogenicity profile compared with the
originator product.This follows the recent approval
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by the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
earlier this month. It has approved YESINTEK, a
monoclonal antibody, which is approved for the
treatment of Crohn’s disease, Ulcerative Colitis,
Plaque Psoriasis and Psoriatic Arthritis.The
company spokesperson said the detailed
recommendations for the use of YESINTEK will be
described in the summary of product characteristics
(SmPC), which will be published in the European
public assessment report (EPAR).

Bitcoin profits even before
VDA rules to be treated as
capital gains: Jodhpur ITAT

NEW DELHLI. In a first of its kind legal dispute
over taxation of bitcoins, the Jodhpur Income Tax
Appellate Tribunal (ITAT) has ruled that gains for
sale of bitcoins even before the introduction of
virtual digital asset (VDA) regime in 20202
should be treated as capital gains for the purpose
of taxation.The ITAT order says that even though
Bitcoin is intangible, it qualifies as a capital asset
since it grants ownership rights and can be
bought, sold, or transferred.The Tribunal further
clarified that the amendments made by the
Finance Act, 2022, did not alter the fundamental
nature of VDASs as assets. Thus, even before the
formal introduction of the VDA regime, Bitcoin
could be classified as a capital asset.In its ruling,
the ITAT invoked the principle of interpreting tax
laws in a manner favorable to taxpayers.

“This ruling has significant implications for the
treatment of cryptocurrency transactions under
Indian tax law. It not only recognizes Bitcoin as a
capital asset but also provides clarity on how such
transactions should be treated for the period
before the introduction of the formal VDA
regime in 2022,” said Sandeep Jhunjhunwala,
M&A Tax Partner at Nangia Andersen.

Private sector output index
rises to four-mont

The good news is a relief for the
economy, which had slumped to a
seven-quarter low of 5.4% in the
September quarter.
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MUMBALI. Private sector output grew at
the fastest pace in four months, helping
the economy end 2024 on a positive note
boosted by strong demand from services
and manufacturing sectors leading to
record jobs creation. As per a private
survey, the flash PMI rose to 60.7 in
December, which matches the reading in
August after falling to 58.6 in November.

The good news is a relief for the economy
which had slumped to a seven-quarter low
of 5.4% in the September quarter. The
falling inflation is expected to spur
demand among private sector companies.

As per the December flash composite

Security vulnerabilities hinder Al

purchasing managers’ index (PMI),
compiled by S&P Global for British
lender HSBC, rose to 60.7 in December,
after dropping to 58.6 last month. A
reading over 50 separates growth from
contraction. The index has been above 60
in all but three months of this year,
something not seen since 2008 when the
global financial crisis hit.

.

“The small rise in headline manufacturing

PMI in December is driven by gains in
production, new orders and
employment,” said Ines Lam, an
economistat HSBC.

“The expansion in new domestic orders

quickened, suggesting a pick-up in
growth momentum.”A stronger rise in
demand was reflected in PMI for

adoption in India, reveals Deloitte report

NEW DELHI. As many as 92
per cent of Indian executives
view security vulnerabilities as
the foremost challenge to
responsible Al adoption.

They highlight a pressing need
for robust governance
frameworks to foster trust and §
mitigate risks in an
increasingly Al-driven
landscape, according to a
recent report by Deloitte.The
'Al at a crossroads: Building
trust as the path to scale' report by

The urgency for effective Al

governance is further underscored

by the alarming statistic that over

half of technology workers do not

believe their workplaces are

equipped to address Al-related

risks.

silver lining: approximately 60 per cent

h high

dominant services sector which
constitutes about 60% of the GDP and
rose to a four-month high of 60.8 from
58.4 in November, while the index for
manufacturing was 57.4, up from 56.5
last month.Services providers led the rise
in sales with the new business sub-index
touching the highest since January.
Improving global demand for goods and
services boosted sales with the former
recording a faster increase than the latter.

The final month reading has improved
business outlook for 2025 and optimism
rising to its highest since September
2023, prompting companies to ramp up
hiring at the fastest pace since the survey
began in late 2005.Services providers led
rise in salesServices providers led the rise
in sales with new business sub-index
touching the highest since Jan. Improving
global demand for goods and services
boosted sales. The final month reading
has improved business outlook for 2025
and optimism rising to its highest since
Sept2023

ITC shares rise as ITC Hotels

demerger set for January 1,

2025: Key details

New Delhi Shares of ITC inched higher on Tuesday
after the company announced that the demerger
of its hotels business, ITC Hotels Ltd, will take
effect from January 1,2025.

The announcement came after the
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), Kolkata Bench,
approved the scheme of arrangement between
ITC and ITC Hotels. The tribunal's order was
received by ITC on December 16, the company
informed the BSE and NSE.Following the
announcement, ITC's stock rose 0.63% to Rs 473

National

during trading on Tuesday. So far in 2024, the
stock has gained 12%, outperforming the BSE

the alarming statistic that over half of
technology workers do not believe their

Deloitte Asia Pacific, which surveyed
900 senior leaders across 13 markets
revealed that while enthusiasm for Al is
high, significant barriers
remain."About 92 per cent of Indian
executives identify security
vulnerabilities, including hacking and
cyber threats, as a primary concern in
Al adoption, while 91 per cent express
significant concern about the privacy
risks related to sensitive data in Al
usage. Additionally, 89 per cent
highlight complexities resulting from
regulatory uncertainties, citing
evolving compliance requirements as a
challenge towards Al integration," it
said. The urgency for effective Al
governance is further underscored by

workplaces are equipped to address Al-
related risks."For Indian organisations,
the imperative must be to integrate Al
seamlessly into existing systems,
addressing both technical and
knowledge gaps to ensure sustainable
adoption...the journey requires
continuous upskilling and cross-
functional collaboration.""By fostering
trust through robust frameworks and
ethical practices, businesses can
mitigate risks and unlock Al's potential
to drive innovation, enhance reputation
and deliver value with confidence in an
increasingly Al-driven landscape,"
Jayant Saran, Partner, Deloitte India,
said.Despite these challenges, there is a

of the workforce in surveyed
organisations reportedly possesses the
skills required for ethical and legal Al

usage.Additionally, 72 per cent of

organisations are actively working to
bridge the skills gap by hiring
individuals with expertise in ethical Al
practices.This proactive approach
enhances workforce readiness while
managing emerging challenges
associated with responsible Al
adoption."Indian executives are
optimistic about the transformative
potential of effective Al governance,
with 63 per cent emphasising that it
would lead to higher levels of trust in
the outputs or results generated by Al
solutions," the report said.

Dam Capital IPO: Check opening date,
price band, gmp, issue details

NEW DELHI. The initial public offering
(IPO) of DAM Capital Advisors is set
to open for public bidding soon as the
company looks to raise Rs 840.25
crore.

DAM Capital Advisors' IPO is a book-
built issue worth Rs 840.25 crore. The
entire issue is an offer for sale (OFS) of
2.97 crore shares by the selling
shareholders. This means the company
itself will not receive any funds from
the IPO proceeds.The subscription
period for DAM Capital Advisors' IPO
will begin on December 19, 2024, and
will close on December 23, 2024.

PRICEBANDAND LOT SIZE

The price band for DAM Capital
Advisors' IPO has been fixed between
Rs 269 and Rs 283 per share. The

minimum lot size for an application is
53 shares.Retail investors will need to
invest a minimum of Rs 14,999 to bid
for one lot of the IPO. For Small Non-
Institutional Investors (sNII), the
minimum application is 14 lots (742
shares), which requires an investment
of Rs 2,09,986. Meanwhile, Large
Non-Institutional Investors (bNII) will
need to apply for at least 67 lots (3,551
shares), amounting to Rs 10,04,933.

The IPO's book-running lead manager is
Nuvama Wealth Management Limited,
while Link Intime India Private Ltd has
been appointed as the registrar for the
issue.

COMPANY BACKGROUND

DAM Capital Advisors Limited is a well-
known investment bank in India that

offers a variety of financial solutions to
its clients.The company has shown
strong financial performance recently.
Between the financial years ending
March 31, 2023, and March 31, 2024,
DAM Capital Advisors' revenue
increased by 114%, while its profit after
tax (PAT) jumped by an impressive
713%.The IPO's market capitalisation
stands at Rs 2000.41 crore. Since this
issue is entirely an offer for sale, all the
proceeds will go to the selling
shareholders, and the company itself
will notreceive any funds from the IPO.

GREY MARKET PREMIUM (GMP)

The grey market premium (GMP) for
DAM Capital Advisors' IPO was last
recorded at Rs 108 on December 17,
2024, at5:04 AM.

FMCG index, which has seen a smaller rise of
1.1% in the same period.

DETAILS OF THE DEMERGER

In its update to the exchanges, ITC stated that both
ITC Limited and ITC Hotels Limited have
confirmed that all conditions required under
Clause 28 of the scheme have been fulfilled.
These conditions include filing the NCLT order
with the Registrar of Companies, West Bengal.
As a result, the Appointed Date and Effective
Date for the demerger have been set as January 1,
2025.

To recall, ITC’s board approved the demerger of its
hotels business on August 14,2023. As part of the
demerger:

ITC will retain a 40% stake in the new entity.

The remaining 60% shareholding will be held
directly by ITC's shareholders, in proportion to
their existing holdings.

Shareholders of ITC will receive 1 equity share of
ITC Hotels for every 10 equity shares of ITC held
by them.The NCLT had previously approved the
demerger scheme on October 4, 2024.According
to JM Financial, the value of the demerged hotel
business is estimated to be Rs 25 per share out of
ITC's current target price of Rs 530 per share.

RISING INTEREST IN HOTEL BUSINESS
LISTINGS

Global brokerage Jefferies noted in a recent report
that the listing of ITC Hotels through this
demerger comes at a time when India’s
hospitality sector is seeing increasing activity. In
the past 3-4 months, three other hotel
companies—Schloss Bangalore (Leela), Ventive
Hospitality, and Brigade Hotels—have filed their
IPO papers, targeting to raise around Rs 8,000
crore, including fresh fund raises of Rs 6,000
crore.

Jefferies added that more real estate developers,
including DB Realty Ltd (now Valor Estate Ltd)
and Prestige Estates, could explore listing their
hotels business soon. Other listed asset
developers like Chalet, Juniper, and Samhi
already have partnerships with major global hotel
operators such as Marriott, Hilton, and THG for
managing their hotel properties.

Why government needs to leave more money
with middle class, tame corporates

——
The government gave tax relief to private

companies in 2019 hoping they would invest in

people and infrastructure. It was
counterproductive. Big corporates pocketed
profits and froze real wages of employees.

Here's why the government should take a

decisive step to ensure more money in the hands

PROFIT

of the middle class to boost India's growth
story.

New Delhi. Industrialists and corporates

played a big role in building the India
Story and shaping its emerging economy.
However, it is the big corporates
themselves who are hurting the Indian
economy now and choking the middle
class. From pocketing tax-break profits to
freezing real wage growth to paying less
tax than individuals, big corporates are
shrugging responsibility towards an
economy that is in need of a major
push.Are corporates evading
accountability, and should the

government withdraw the sops?

Despite 15-year-high profits, the corporates

lower growth in the last four-five
quarters," political analyst and
commentator Amitabh Tiwari tells India
Today Digital. This is worrying because
India is a consumption-driven economy,
and Tiwari said "FMCG companies were
concerned" about this dip in consumption.

Private consumption contributes to 60% of
India's GDP.India's economic growth
slowed to a seven-quarter low of 5.4% in
the July-September quarter, from 6.7% in
the April-June quarter.

FREEZE IN REAL WAGES IN INDIA
DESPITE RECORD-HIGH PROFITS

India's Chief Economic Advisor V Anantha
Nageswaran has been flagging the penny-
pinching behaviour of private sector

The questions are pertinent because there

WHY FREEZING OF WAGES

are three ways in which the C-suites are
doing a disfavour to the India Story. One,
they haven't increased salaries despite
profits. Two, they are paying lower taxes
than even individuals. Three, they have
not generated employment and invested
in capacity-building despite the tax breaks
for2019.

IS
HITTING CONSUMPTION

haven't increased wages, which beat
inflation growth. Ironically, these are
mostly the tax-paying middle-class, who
are paying more in taxes than the
corporates.Less money in pockets amid
the price rise in common goods,
household spending and savings in India
has seen a dip. This has a bearing on the
overall economy."India grew at 5.4% in
the July-September quarter and the
consumption component has been seeing

companies. Referring to a research by
industry body FICCI and Quess Corp, he
has spoken about the need to boost
income growth.The FICCI-Quess Corp
report, which studied wage growth in six
important sectors, isn't available in the
public domain but was accessed by The
Indian Express. Quoting from the report,
the newspaper highlighted on December
12 how wages saw negative growth even
as India Inc's profits grew four times in the
last four years.
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Construction for first next generation
missile ships hegins at Cochin Shipyard

» The advanced
vessels, set to
join the Indian
Navy from 2027,
will have
cutting-edge
weapons and
sensors, boosting
the Navy's
combat readiness
for future
challenges.

statement.

1984 anti-Sikh riots case:
Verdict against Sajjan
Kumar on Jan 8

NEW DELHI. A Delhi courtis likely to deliver its verdict
on January 8 in a 1984 anti-Sikh riots case involving
former Congress MP Sajjan Kumar. The case pertains to
the murdersof Jaswant Singh and his son Tarundeep
Singh in the Saraswati Vihar area on November 1, 1984,
a day after the assassination of the then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi.

Special Judge Kaveri Baweja of the Rouse Avenue Court,
who was initially expected to deliver the judgment on
Monday, postponed the decision, stating, “The next date
for the verdict is January 8.”Kumar, who is currently
lodged in Tihar jail, appeared for the hearing via video
conferencing. The court had earlier framed charges
against Kumar under multiple sections of the IPC

including murder (Section 302), rioting (Section 147),
dacoity (Section 395), and arson (Section 436), after
concluding that there was sufficient evidence to
establish a prima facie case against the accused.
According to the prosecution, on November 1, 1984, a
large mob, armed with weapons, looted and set fire to
Sikh homes in the Saraswati Vihar area, including the
house of Jaswant Singh. The attack led to the deaths of
Jaswant Singh and his son, while their property was
destroyed. The case was initially registered at the
Punjabi Bagh police station but was later handed over to
a special investigation team (SIT) set up to probe the
1984 anti-Sikh riots cases. The court observed that the
accused Kumar not only participated in the violence but
also allegedly led the mob that carried out the attacks.

Delhi HC judge recuses self in
AAP MP Chadha’s plea against
cancellation of official
bunglow

NEW DELHI. Delhi High Court judge Justice Rekha
Palli on Monday recused itself from hearing AAP
leader and Rajya Sabha MP Raghav Chadha’s plea
challenging the cancellation of his official bungalow
allotment. Justice Rekha Palli stepped aside from the
case and directed that it be listed before an alternate
bench on December 18.

Chadha, in his petition, alleged that the cancellation of
his Type-VII bungalow allotment was a result of
“selective targeting” due to his outspoken role in
Parliament. “It clearly reflects vendetta politics by the
Rajya Sabha Secretariat,” Chadha asserted.

Represented by
Senior
Advocate
Abhishek
Manu Singhvi,
Chadha’s legal
team argued
that the
cancellation
was unjust and
politically
motivated. However, the trial court had earlier
dismissed his petition on November 26, stating there
was no legal basis for him to retain the bungalow.

In the trial court’s ruling, Additional Sessions Judge
Sumit Dass concluded that the court found no
evidence of bias or malafide intent by the Rajya Sabha
House Committee and noted that Chadha’s status as a
licensee paying a license fee did not grant him
permanent rights to the bungalow.The court also
pointed out that Chadha had already been allotted
another flat in accordance with the official guidelines.
The judge stated, “There is no legal justification in
permitting the plaintiff to retain the present
accommodation.”

New Delhi. The 'steel cutting' ceremony for the
first ship of the Next Generation Missile
Vessel (NGMYV) class of the Indian Navy was
held at Cochin Shipyard on Monday. This
ceremony marks the official commencement
of'the ship's construction.

Cochin Shipyard Limited secured the contract
for the construction of six NGMVs in March
2023. These advanced vessels, set to be
inducted into the Indian Navy from 2027
onwards, will be equipped with state-of-the-
art weapons and sensors. This will greatly
enhance the Navy's combat capabilities and
ensure its preparedness for future challenges.

"The construction of the ships reinforces India’s
commitment to build a strong and modem
Navy, capable of operating in the complex
maritime environment of the Indian Ocean
Region," the Defence Ministry said in a

The ships are designed as high-speed vessels,
equipped with a powerful array of weapons
and sensors, including a Surface-to-Surface
Missile System, Anti-Missile Defence
Systems, Air Surveillance, and Fire Control

Radars. All key equipment central to the
vessel's operations has been indigenously
developed and manufactured, highlighting the
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nation's technological prowess and aligning
with the government's Aatmanirbhar Bharat
initiative, the ministry stated.

Delhi freezes at 5.9 °C as cold wave grips
city; AQl in 'severe’ category

Out of 35 monitoring stations, 28 recorded air quality in the 'severe’ ‘\—vj\_._

category while some breached the 450 mark, classified as 'severe plus.'

NEW DELHI. The air quality in the
national capital was in the 'severe'
category on Tuesday morning with an
AQI of 427 while the minimum
temperature was 5.9 degrees Celsius,
two notches below normal.

Out of 35 monitoring stations, 28
recorded air quality in the 'severe'
category while some breached the 450
mark, classified as 'severe plus.'

The remaining seven stations recorded
air quality in the 'very poor' category,
according to the Sameer app, which
provides hourly data from the Central
Pollution Control Board. An AQI of
400 or higher is deemed "severe" and it
can have an adverse effect on both
healthy individuals and people with
medical conditions. The weather
department said, "Mainly calm winds
prevailed over Delhi during the past 24
hours, bringing down visibility from

800 meters in shallow fog at Palam on
Monday to 350 meters in moderate fog
at Safdarjung on Tuesday morning."

It added that moderate fog conditions

(visibility between 200m and 500m)
are likely to persist in Delhi over the
next two days due to the expected
prevalence of calm or easterly surface
winds.Humidity was 97 per cent at
8:30 am.The maximum and minimum
temperatures are expected to settle at
24 degrees Celsius and 5 degrees
Celsius, respectively.

The Centre's air quality panel for Delhi-
NCR on Monday imposed the strictest
Stage 4 curbs under the winter air
pollution control plan, including a ban

on all construction activities, as the
region's air quality deteriorated to
'severe' due to unfavourable weather
conditions. Stage 4 curbs under the
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP) for winters also include a ban
on the entry of polluting trucks
carrying non-essential goods into
Delhi and mandatory shifting of
school classes, except those for X and
XII, to hybrid mode. The decision to
impose Stage 4 curbs came just hours
after the Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) implemented
restrictive measures under GRAP
Stage 3, following Delhi's AQI
breaching the 350 mark in the
afternoon.

Former Mumbai Police chief,
senior officials seek to
cancel extortion cases

Former Mumbai Police Commissioner Sanjay Pandey
and other officers moved the Bombay High Court
seeking to quash FIRs filed against him by a builder.

e

Mumbai. The Bombay High Court has begun
hearing a series of petitions filed by Mumbai
Police Commissioner Sanjay Pandey and several
investigators seeking the cancelling of two cases
registered against them at police stations in
Mumbai and Thane. The case against Pandey was
filed on a complaint by businessman Sanjay
Punamiya, who accused him of criminal
conspiracy, criminal intimidation, extortion,
forgery, and producing false evidence.

The cases stem from a conflict between two builders,
Shyamsunder Agarwal and Sanjay Punamiya.
Allegations and counter-allegations have been
exchanged between the two, leading to legal
battles. During the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government's tenure, Punamiya was arrested, and
Pandey headed the Mumbai Police.

Following the change in government to the BJP-
backed Eknath Shinde administration, Punamiya
filed two FIRs against Agarwal and others. One of
the FIRs, registered in Thane, names Pandey and
other police officials. The Colaba FIR includes

Y

Special Public Prosecutor (SSP) Shekhar Jagtap
and a ministry official, who have also approached
the court for relief. Jagtap's lawyers Ravi Kadam
and Sairuchita Chowdhary argued that, as an SPP,
he was acting within the scope of his appointment
and that no criminality was involved. They
emphasised that he had disclosed his previous
representation of Agarwal to the government
before accepting the SPP role.The bench of
justices Bharti Dangre and Manjusha Deshpande
questioned the invocation of cheating charges
against Jagtap and whether any loss was incurred
by the state government. The Additional Public
Prosecutor Mankuwar Deshmukh maintained that
there was indeed a loss, while Jagtap's lawyers
countered that he had received no remuneration for
his services as SPP. Punamiya's legal
representative opposed the quashing petitions,
citing video evidence that allegedly suggests
police officers were instructed during the MVA's
tenure to target BJP leader Devendra Fadnavis and
Shiv Sena chief Eknath Shinde. The High Court is
expected to continue hearing the case this week,
witharguments from Pandey's lawyer, the ministry
official's lawyer, and the lawyers representing the
police personnel.

Indian Coast Guard ships arrive in
Maldives for maritime colluboration

New Delhi. The Indian Coast Guard's two

»Two Indian Coast

patrol vessels arrived in Maldives's capital
Male on Monday as part of their ongoing

Guard patrol vessels

deployment to the Indian Ocean Region.

arrived in the Maldives

The visit by Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV)
ICGS Vaibhav and Fast Patrol Vessel

for a four-day visit

(FPV) ICGS Abhiraj, underscores India’s
efforts to bolster maritime collaboration

and enhance bilateral ties within the

focused on enhancing
maritime collaboration,
environmental
protection, and
reqgional security
aligning with India's
SAGAR framework.

will

region, the officials noted.
During their four-day stay, the ship's crew

engage with the Maldives' Coast

Guard (MNDF-CG) in a series of
professional
interactions will focus on enhancing
capabilities in Marine Pollution Response
(MPR), Maritime Search and Rescue (M-
SAR), and Maritime Law Enforcement. The

interactions. These

agenda also includes cross-deck training

B

sessions, collaborative discussions, and

friendly sports events, reflecting the shared
commitment to maritime safety and

security.

The deployment will also underscore
environmental stewardship with National
Cadet Corps (NCC) personnel aboard a
Coast Guard ship actively participating in
an environment protection awareness
programme, officials sadi. Conducted in

collaboration with local youth
organisations, this initiative aligns with
India’s 'Puneet Sagar Abhiyan,’ a
campaign dedicated to conserving
marine ecosystems.

After their Maldives visit, the vessels will
continue to Sri Lanka, with planned
stops in Colombo and Galle for
professional engagements with their Sri
Lankan counterparts. This mission
aligns with India’s “SAGAR” (Security
and Growth for All in the Region)

framework, which prioritises maritime
cooperation, regional stability, and
environmental sustainability. The visit
showcases India’s shipbuilding expertise
while reaffirming its commitment to
strengthening ties with IOR nations and
ensuring the safety and sustainability of
regional waters.

MCD House row over AAP “failure’ to clear landfills

NEW DELHI. Leader of Opposition in
the MCD Raja Igbal Singh has accused
the AAP of failing to fulfil its promise of
eliminating the Bhalswa landfill by
December 2024. Highlighting the
party’s “false promises,” the BIP
councillor criticised AAP’s handling of
Delhi’s landfill crisis and alleged that the
city’s waste management has worsened
under their governance. Singh recalled
that AAP had come to power in the MCD
with the pledge to rid Delhi of its
garbage mountains. Instead, he claimed,
deadlines have been repeatedly
extended, leaving the city’s residents
struggling with deteriorating conditions.
He alleged that waste at Delhi’s three
landfill sites has increased to
approximately 165 lakh metric tonnes
under AAP’s tenure, further exposing
the party’s inefficiency.

The Leader of Opposition pointed out that

the Okhla landfill site is now scheduled
to be cleared by 2025, and the Ghazipur
site by 2026. However, he expressed
scepticism about meeting these
deadlines, citing the current pace of
work. Singh alleged that the only
changes witnessed under AAP’s rule are
the extended deadlines for waste

Under AAP, only deadlines have been

extended, alleges BJP councillor

removal.Singh also accused AAP of
resorting to hollow promises ahead of

the Delhi Assembly elections.

concerned about Delhi’s welfare, but
this time, the people of Delhi will hold
them accountable,” he said.

He argued that the failure to address waste
management reflects the broader
governance crisis in Delhi, claiming that
the city is in shambles under AAP’s
administration. Singh added that
Delhiites are now aware of the ruling
party’s inefficiency and are prepared to
teach them a lesson in the upcoming
elections.

Mounting waste

According to a progress report submitted
by MCD to the Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) in February this
year, the Ghazipur landfill holds 8.40
million tonnes followed by Bhalswa at
5.45 million tonnes and Okhla at 3.4
million tonnes.

City in shambles, says BJP

Leader of Opposition in the MCD Raja
Igbal Singh accused AAP of resorting to
hollow promises ahead of the Delhi
Assembly polls. “With elections
approaching, AAP is suddenly
concerned about Delhi’s welfare, but
this time, the people of Delhi will hold

With themaccountable.”

elections approaching, AAP is suddenly
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11 Indians found dead at
restaurant in Georgia's
mountain resort of Gudauri:
Indian mission

TBILISI. Twelve Indian nationals were found dead at a
restaurant in Georgia's mountain resort of Gudauri,
according to the Indian mission here.Georgia's
Ministry of Internal Affairs said in a statement that no
signs of injuries or signs of violence were detected in
an initial inspection.All victims died from carbon
monoxide poisoning, local media reported, citing
police.Earlier, the mission had said that all 12 victims
were Indian nationals.It is learnt that the victims were
employees of an Indian restaurant 'Haveli', in
Gudauri.Georgia's internal affairs ministry statement
said 11 victims were foreigners while one victim was
a citizen.It added that the bodies of all victims,
employees in the same Indian restaurant, were found
in bedrooms on the second floor of the facility.

"Mission has just learned about the death of 12 Indian
nationals in Gudauri, Georgia. Deepest condolences
to the bereaved families. Mission is in touch with the
local authorities to get details of the Indian nationals
who lost their lives. All possible assistance will be
given," the Indian mission here said in a statement.

The police started an investigation under Article 116 of
the Criminal Code of Georgia, which implies
negligent manslaughter. According to the preliminary
investigation, a power generator was placed in an
indoor area, a closed space near the bedrooms, which
was turned on, probably after the power supply was
turned off on Friday night.A forensic medical
examination has also been appointed to determine the
"exact cause of death".Investigative actions are
"actively" being carried out, with forensic-
criminalistics working on the spot, and interviews of
persons related to the case are being conducted.

Israel And Hamas Inching
Toward A Ceasefire Deal:
Negotiators; Check Possible
Conditions

NEW YORK. After months of deadlock, Israel and
Hamas appear to be moving closer toward a ceasefire
to end their 14-month war. Top officials from the
U.S., Qatar and Egypt have resumed their mediation
efforts in recent weeks and reported greater
willingness by the warring sides to wrap up adeal. Ina
key concession, Hamas officials say they are prepared
to show more “flexibility" on the timing of an Israeli
troop withdrawal from Gaza, and Israel's defense
minister, [srael Kaz, said Monday that a deal is closer
than ever.Officials on all sides have cautioned that
key details must still be worked out. But there is a
general sense of optimism that has been lacking for
many months. The changing sentiment appears to be
the result of several factors. Israel has inflicted heavy
damage on Hamas over the course of the war. The
group is more isolated after Hezbollah's ceasefire
with Israel, and Iran, a key backer of both militant
groups, has suffered a number of setbacks,
highlighted by the downfall of its close ally, Syria's
Bashar Assad.In the U.S., both the outgoing Biden
administration and the incoming administration of
President-elect Donald Trump have signaled they
want a deal completed before the Jan. 20
inauguration. According to Egyptian and Hamas
officials, the agreement would take place in phases
and include a halt in fighting, an exchange of captive
Israeli hostages for Palestinian prisoners, and a surge
in aid to the besieged Gaza Strip. Israel says Hamas is
holding 100 hostages — over one-third of whom are
believed to be dead.Here is a closer look at the
emerging deal, according to the officials, who spoke
on condition of anonymity because they were
discussing closed negotiations.

Preliminary ceasefire

The first phase would last from six to eight weeks.
During that time, Hamas would release some 30
hostages — roughly half of those believed alive. They
include three or four dual U.S.-Israeli citizens. Israel
would release hundreds of Palestinian prisoners,
including as many as 100 who are serving long
sentences for alleged involvement in bloody attacks.

What Elon Musk said about
CNN's controversial release
of Syrian prisoner

World Tesla CEO Elon Musk has responded to news
about a prisoner CNN helped free from a secret
Syrian facility, who later turned out to be a notorious
torturer for the Assad regime.

A Syrian man, freed from a secret facility with CNN's
assistance, has now been revealed as a torturer for the
Assad regime, according to a report by Verify-Sy.
Last week, footage emerged of CNN journalist
Clarissa Ward leading the man to freedom from a
Damascus jail in Syria. Ward called the viral moment
"one of the most extraordinary moments I have
witnessed" in her 20-year career. Verify-Sy, an
independent fact-checking group, identified the man
as Salama Mohammad Salama, a first lieutenant in
Syrian Air Force Intelligence. The group claims
Salama committed war crimes and tortured people
who refused to pay bribes.Musk's reaction

American activist and former music director Robby
Starbuck reacted to the news by posting a New York
Post article titled 'Prisoner CNN helped free from
Syrian prison was actually notorious Assad regime
torturer: report on social media platform X, writing:
"You don’t get more CNN than this."Social media
users quickly joined the conversation, mocking
CNN in Musk's comment section. One user wrote,
"Never expected anything from CNN that would be
honest and full of integrity." Another comment read,
"They literally become the memes we make for
them..." Another user joked, "Amazing
humanitarian work, @CNN!"The man, initially
identified as Adel Ghurbal from the Syrian city of
Homs, was found alone in a locked cell during
CNN's search for missing journalist Austin Tice.
This discovery occurred when CNN journalist
Clarissa Ward and her team, along with a rebel guard,
opened a padlocked cell in a Damascus jail.

THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com
Wednesday, 18 December 2024

Canada's finance minister resigns as unpopular
Trudeau faces biggest test of his political career

TORONTO. Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau faced the biggest test of his
political career after Finance Minister
Chrystia Freeland, long one of his most
powerful and loyal ministers, resigned
from the Cabinet on Monday.The stunning
move raised questions about how much
longer the prime minister of nearly 10 years
— whose popularity has plummeted due to
concerns about inflation and immigration
— can stay on as his administration
scrambles to deal with incoming U.S.
President-elect Donald Trump.

Trudeau swiftly named longtime ally and
close friend Dominic LeBlanc, the pubic
safety minister who recently joined him at
dinner with Trump at Mar-a-Lago, to
replace Freeland.After being sworn in,
LeBlanc told reporters he and Trudeau are
focused on the cost of living facing
Canadians and on finding common ground
with Trump on border security and
economic issues."It's not been an easy day,"
Trudeau later told a room of party
supporters. He called it one of his party's
“toughest days" but he did not say what he
planned to do.

Trudeau faces calls to resign

Jagmeet Singh, leader of the opposition New
Democratic Party which Trudeau’s ruling
Liberals have relied upon to stay in power,
called for him to resign earlier Monday.

“He hasto go,” NDP leader Singh said.

The main opposition Conservatives have not
called for Trudeau’s resignation but
demand an election.But a no confidence
vote in the government is not imminent
with Parliament about to break for the
holidays .Freeland, who was also deputy
prime minister, said Trudeau had told her
on Friday he no longer wanted her to serve
as finance minister and offered her another
role in the Cabinet. But she said in her
resignation letter that the only “honest and
viable path” was to leave the Cabinet.

“For the past number of weeks, you and I
have found ourselves at odds about the best
path forward for Canada,” Freeland said.

Freeland warns against ‘costly political
gimmicks’Freeland and Trudeau disagreed
about a two-month sales tax holiday and
250 Canadian dollar ($175) checks to
Canadians that were recently announced.
Freeland said Canada is dealing with

have come with any of the tools Freeland
previously had when she negotiated
trade with the United States.reeland,
who chaired a Cabinet committee on
U.S. relations, had been set to deliver the
fall economic statement and likely
announce border security measures
designed to help Canada avoid Trump's
tariffs. Trump has threatened to impose a
25% tax on all products entering the U.S.
from Canada and Mexico unless the

Trump's threat to impose sweeping 25%
tariffs and should eschew “costly political
gimmicks" it can “ill afford.”

“Our country is facing a grave challenge,”
Freeland said in her letter. “That means
keeping our fiscal powder dry today, so we
have the reserves we may need for a
coming tariff war.”

A Liberal party official said Freeland was
offered a position as minister in charge of
Canada-U.S. relations without portfolio
and without a department. The official,
who spoke on condition of anonymity
because of not being authorized to speak
publicly on the matter, said the position
would have been in name only and wouldn't

neighbors stem the numbers of migrants
and drugs.

The statement shows a much larger deficit
than expected for the fiscal year and more
than a billion for border security.

Can Trudeau survive?

Trudeau has said he plans on leading the
Liberal Party into the next election, but
some party members have said they don't
want him to run for a fourth term, and
Freeland's departure was a huge blow.

Trudeau met with his lawmakers on Monday
evening. Later, most of them brushed past
reporters, declining to say what was said in
the meeting.Liberal lawmaker Chad
Collins said they were “not united.

China executes official involved in
country's largest corruption case

BEIJING. China on Tuesday executed
Li Jianping, a former official in the
north Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region, who was convicted in the
largest-ever corruption case in the
country totalling to over USD 421
million.The death sentence of Li,
former secretary of the ruling
Communist Party working committee
of the Hohhot economic and
technological development zone, was
initially issued in September 2022 and
upheld on appeal in August
2024.Tuesday's execution followed the
approval of the Supreme People's
Court and was carried out by a court in
Inner Mongolia, state-run Xinhua news
agency reported.Li, 64 was found
guilty by an intermediate court earlier
of embezzling a staggering three
billion yuan (over USD 421 million) in
illegal gains, the largest sum involved
in a single corruption case in China's
history, according to earlier reports in
the Chinese official media.Since he

US Shooting: Female Student Opens Fire In Wisconsin
School Killing Teacher, Teenager; Six Injured

World In yet another shooting incident
that is likely to raise a question mark on
the US gun laws, a teenage student
opened fire with a handgun in a
Wisconsin school killing a teacher and
another teenager while injuring six
others. The shooter girl also died in the
incident. Two students are critical
after the shooting incident that took
place at Abundant Life Christian
School. The shooter was a 17-year-
old female student. Madison Police
Chief Shon Barnes said that a
teacher and three students had been
taken to a hospital and are stable
while two of them had been
released by Monday evening. The
incident comes close to Christmas,
sending shockwaves across the city
with families in mourning. "We
have three people who have lost
their lives. Two of those people, or
persons, were pronounced dead at the
scene and one while on the way to the
hospital. Of the six injured and taken to
local hospitals, two students remain in
critical condition. Their injuries are
life-threatening. A teacher and three
other students were taken to area
hospitals with non-life-threatening
injuries. Two of those victims, two of
those survivors, have been released

came to power in 2012, Chinese
President Xi Jinping made the anti-
corruption campaign the main plank of
his governance model.Official media
accounts say over a million party
officials, including two defence
ministers and dozens of military
officials, were punished and
prosecuted in the campaign.

In his speech delivered at the plenary
session of the Central Commission for
Discipline Inspection (CCDI) in
January this year, contents of which

from the hospital," he said.“Every
child, every person in that building is a
victim and will be a victim forever. ...
We need to figure out and try to piece
together what exactly happened,”
Barnes told AP.The police reported that
the shooter was found dead from an

apparent suicide when officers arrived
at the scene. Barnes refrained from
providing details about the shooter,
citing respect for the family. In
Wisconsin, with limited exceptions, it
is illegal for a 17-year-old to possess a
firearm. Barnes mentioned that
investigators might be able to share
additional information about the
shooter during another press

were released for the first time on
Sunday by party theoretical magazine
Qiushi, 71-year-old Xi has called on
cadres to confront corruption head-on
so that interest groups cannot prey on
the ruling Communist Party.Xi said
all party members must deeply
promote the party's self-revolution
referring mainly to the fight against
corruption.Significantly, the number
of high-ranking officials undergoing
punishments for corruption is on the
increase despite the relentless
campaign.Last year, the CCDI
announced that it had launched
investigations into a record number of
45 "tigers" or high-ranking cadres, but
this year the total has already reached
54, the Hong Kong-based South China
Morning Post reported on Monday.

Xi's anti-graft campaign in the military
has drawn glsobal attention, which his
critics say enabled him to consolidate
his hold on power.

conference scheduled for later on
Monday.A motive for the shooting was
not immediately known, but Barnes
said they're talking with the parents of
the suspected shooter and they are
cooperating. He also said he didn't
know if the people shot had been
. targeted.Investigators believe
the shooter used a 9mm pistol,
a law enforcement official told
the Associated Press. The
incident is the latest in a long
string of school shootings
across the US, including
particularly devastating
tragedies in Newtown,
Connecticut; Parkland,
Florida; and Uvalde, Texas.
These shootings have sparked
intense debates over gun
control while leaving parents
increasingly anxious as their
children grow up practising active
shooter drills in classrooms. Despite
the heightened concerns, school
shootings have done little to prompt
significant changes to national gun
laws. According to KFF, a nonprofit
organization focused on healthcare
research, firearms were the leading
cause of death among children in both
2020 and 2021.

Judge rejects Trump's bid to dismiss hush
money conviction because of Supreme
Court immunity ruling

NEW YORK.A judge Monday refused to throw out

President-elect Donald Trump’s hush money
conviction because of the U.S. Supreme Court's recent
ruling on presidential immunity. But the overall future
of the historic case remains unclear.Manhattan Judge
Juan M. Merchan's decision blocks one potential off-
ramp from the case ahead of the former and future
president's return to office next month. His lawyers
have raised other arguments for dismissal, however.
It's unclear when — or whether — a sentencing date
might be set.Prosecutors have said there should be
some accommodation for his upcoming presidency,
but they insist the conviction should stand.

A jury convicted Trump in May of 34 counts of

falsifying business records related to a $130,000 hush
money payment to porn actor Stormy Daniels in 2016.
Trump denies wrongdoing.The allegations involved a

scheme to hide the payout to Daniels during the final
days of Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign to keep
her from publicizing — and keep voters from hearing
— her claim of a sexual encounter with the married
then-businessman years earlier. He says nothing
sexual happened between them.A month after the
verdict, the Supreme Court ruled that ex-presidents
can’t be prosecuted for official acts — things they did
in the course of running the country — and that
prosecutors can’t cite those actions to bolster a case
centered on purely personal, unofficial conduct.

Trump’s lawyers then cited the Supeme Court opinion to

argue that the hush money jury got some improper
evidence, such as Trump’s presidential financial
disclosure form, testimony from some White House
aides and social media posts made while he was in
office.In Monday’s ruling, Merchan denied the bulk of
Trump’s claims that some of prosecutors’ evidence
related to official acts and implicated immunity
protections.The judge said that even if he found that
some evidence related to official conduct, he’d still
conclude that prosecutors’ decision to use “these acts
as evidence of the decidedly personal acts of falsifying
business records poses no danger of intrusion on the
authority and function of the Executive Branch.”

Even if prosecutors had erroneously introduced

evidence that could be challenged under an immunity
claim, Merchan continued, “such error was harmless
in light of the overwhelming evidence of guilt.”

Prosecutors had said the evidence in question was only

“asliver” of their case.

Teacher, teen student killed in shooting at Christian
school in Wisconsin; 15-year-old shooter also dies

World A 15-year-old studentkilled a teacher
and another teenager with a handgun
Monday at a Christian school in Wisconsin,
terrifying classmates including a second
grader who made the 911 call that sent
dozens of police officers rushing to the
small school just a week before its
Christmas break.

The female student, who was identified at a
press conference Monday night, also
wounded six others at a study hall at
Abundant Life Christian School, including
two students who were in critical condition,
Madison Police Chief Shon Barnes said. A
teacher and three students had been taken to
a hospital with less serious injuries, and
two of them had been released by Monday
evening.“Every child, every person in that
building is a victim and will be a victim
forever. ... We need to figure out and try to
piece together what exactly happened,"
Barnes said.Barbara Wiers, director of
elementary and school relations for
Abundant Life Christian School, said
students “handled themselves

magnificently.”

She said when the school practices safety
routines, which it had done just before the
school year, leaders always announce that it
isadrill. That didn’thappen Monday.

“When they heard, ‘Lockdown, lockdown,’
they knew it was real,” she said.

Police said the shooter, identified as Natalie
Rupnow, was found with a self-inflicted
gunshot wound when officers arrived and
died en route to a hospital. Barnes declined
to offer additional details about the shooter,
partly out of respect for the
family.Abundant Life is a
nondenominational Christian school —
prekindergarten through high school —
with approximately 420 students in
Madison, the state capital. Wiers said the
school does not have metal detectors but
uses other security measures including
cameras.Children and families were
reunited at a health clinic about a mile
away. Parents pressed children against their
chests while others squeezed hands and
shoulders as they walked side by side. One

girl was comforted with an adult-size coat
around her shoulders as she moved to a
parking lot teeming with police vehicles.

A motive for the shooting was not
immediately known, nor was it clear if the
victims were targeted, Barnes said.

“I don’t know why, and I feel like if we did
know why, we could stop these things from
happening,” he told reporters.

Barnes said police were talking with the
shooter’s father and other family members,
who were cooperating, and searching the
shooter's home.“He lost someone as well,"

Barnes said of the shooter's father.
"And so we’re not going to rush the
information. We’ll take our time and
make sure we do our due
diligence.”The first 911 call to report
an active shooter came in shortly
before 11 a.m. First responders who
were in training just 3 miles (5
kilometers) away dashed to the school
for an actual emergency, Barnes said.
They arrived 3 minutes after the initial
call and went into the building
immediately.Classes had been taking place
when the shooting happened, Barnes
said.Investigators believe the shooter used
a 9mm pistol, a law enforcement official
told The Associated Press. The official
spoke on the condition of anonymity
because they were not authorized to discuss
the ongoing investigation.Police blocked
off roads around the school, and federal
agents were at the scene to assist local law
enforcement. No shots were fired by
police.Abundant Life asked for prayersina
brief Facebook post.
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Australia's Hazlewood decision
backfires, injured pacer likely
to miss rest of series

New Delhi. Josh Hazlewood is likely to miss
the rest of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy after
suffering a calf injury on Day 4 of the third
Test against India. Cricket Australia
confirmed that the scans revealed a strain in
his right calf. The senior fast bowler bowled
only one over on Tuesday at the Gabba,
Brisbane after suffering the injury during
training in the lead-up to the day's
play.Australia's decision to bring Josh
Hazlewood back into the XTI after he missed
the second Test due to a side strain has
backfired. Scott Boland played in
Hazlewood's absence in Australia's 10-
wicket win in the pink-ball Test. Hazlewood
recovered in time for the third Test, but
suffered a fresh injury.

"He is likely to miss the remainder of the Test
series. A squad replacement will be made in
due course," a Cricket Australia
spokesperson said.

Hazlewood limped off the field after his only
over on Day 4 of the third Test. The pacer
bowled five overs on Day 3, picking up the
crucial wicket of Virat Kohli for just 3.

Hazlewood did not look in his best shape when
he walked out to the field on Tuesday. He
had a lengthy chat with captain Pat
Cummins and vice-captain Steve Smith
before walking off the field.Without

Hazlewood, Pat Cummins and Mitchell
Starc did the bulk of the bowling on another
rain-affected day in the Brisbane Test.
Mitchell Marsh, who has had his fair share of
injury concerns in the past, bowled two
overs without much success.

India were reeling at 74 for 5 when they lost
captain Rohit Sharma in the first session.
However, Ravindra Jadeja and KL Rahul
stitched a 67-run stand to steer the team out
of trouble.Rahul missed out on a well-
deserved hundred as he was dismissed for 84
by Nathan Lyon after a stunning catch from
Steve Smith in the slip cordon. Jadeja,
however, carried on and scored a crucial
fifty, taking India closer to the mark needed

D Gukesh's heartfelt message
to Viswanathan Anand:
Inspiration from start

New Delhi. World Champion D Gukesh sent a
hearfelt message to Viswanathan Anand
after returnig home from his incredible win
over Ding Liren in Singapore. Gukesh
defeated Liren 7.5-6.5 in an intense battle
across 14 games to win the World Chess
Championship match. With this, the 18-year-
old became the second Indian after Anand to
win the prestigious title.

After landing in Chennai on December 16,
Gukesh would take to his official X account
and thanked the Indian grandmaster. The
World Champion hailed Anand as his
inspiration from the start and said he learnt a

lot from him while discussing chess.Gukesh
also shared a throwback image of both men
in his post, something that Anand shared
after the 18-year-old's World Championship
win.

Anand's bond with Gukesh

Anand would share his bond with Gukesh and
claimed that they speak a lot. The former
World Champion hailed the 18-year-old as a
fun guy and said he often calls him when he
is in Chennai to share his thoughts about the
sport.“The thing with Gukesh is I'm quite
close to him. We speak a lot. We hang out at
tournaments. He’s a fun guy. Laughs a lot, is
very good company and I’ve always enjoyed
that. Besides that, I know his team well.
Gukesh and I often sit and discuss chess.
Every time he gets back home to Chennai, he
often calls me and says, ‘Sir, [ want to share
my thoughts’, and we would go over stuff
together. All these things I enjoy very much
with him,” Anand said. Gukesh will now take
a bit of a rest before getting set for an epic
clash with Magnus Carlsen in the Norway
Chess tournament in 2025. The tournament
will take place in Stavanger, Norway, from
May 26 to June 6,2025.

Man United secures stunning late 2-
1 comeback win against Man City

City fans jeered at the final
whistle as their once dominant
team's woeful run of form
extended to one win and eight
losses in 11 games.

MANCHESTER. Amad Diallo struck a 90th-

minute winner as Manchester United staged
a stunning late comeback to beat Manchester

City 2-1 in the Premier League on Sunday.

Four-time defending champion City led the
Manchester derby 1-0 going into the 88th
minute at the Etihad Stadium. But the game

was turned round in dramatic fashion as

Bruno Fernandes leveled from the penalty
spot and Diallo sealed victory for United —

prompting head coach Ruben Amorim to
declare "something magic happened."
"It was a very tough match but we believe until

the end. We managed to score. We needed
that win. It was important for us and for our

fans," Amorim said.City fans jeered at the
final whistle as their once dominant team's

woeful run of form extended to one
win and eight losses in 11
games."I'm the boss, I'm the
manager and I'm not good enough.
It's as simple as that," Guardiola
said.It was a first derby victory for
new United head coach Ruben
Amorim, who led Sporting Lisbon
to a 4-1 win against City in one of
his last games in charge of the
Portuguese club in November.But
for a long time it looked like being a
third-straight league loss for United
after Josko Gvardiol's headed goal
in the 36th.Fernandes was guilty of
missing the target when through on
goal in the second half and United
struggled to create chances against a City
team that rarely looked like adding to its
lead.But in a dramatic end to the match,
Diallo raced after an underhit backpass from
Matheus Nunes. Nunes then brought down
the United forward in the box and referee
Anthony Taylor pointed to the penalty spot.

Fernandes made no mistake this time —
sending Ederson the wrong way.

Moments later, Diallo ran onto a long pass
from Lisandro Martinez, flicked the ball
high and past Ederson before rolling it into
the net from a tight angle."We have a lot to do

but it was massive for our fans," Amorim
said.United is 13th and five points behind
fifth-place City, which has seen its title
defense unravel during its losing run."This is
a big club and in a big club when you lose
eight in 10 (11) something wrong is
happening," Guardiola said.Chelsea, in
second, closed the gap on Liverpool to two
points after a 2-1 win against Brentford.It's
now seven straight wins in all competitions
for Enzo Maresca's team, which is unbeaten
in 10. It's last league defeat was in October
— a 2-1 loss to Liverpool. Marc Cucurella
scored in the 43rd and Nicolas Jackson made

My dream is to meet Virat Kohli, says
Dharavi's Simran Shaikh after WPL mega deal

WPL Auction: After securing aRs 1.9
crore deal with Gujarat Giants, 22-year-
old Simran Shaikh revealed her
ambitions of playing for India. The
Dharavi cricketer also said she wanted
to meet her idol Virat Kohli.

New Delhi. Simran Shaikh revealed said she

dreams of playing for India after having
secured a life-changing deal of Rs 1.9 crore
in the Women's Premier League (WPL)
auction on Sunday. The 22-year-old from
Dharavi, India's biggest slum, said she also
wishes to meet her idol Virat Kohli.Simran,
the third of eight siblings, hails from a
humble family. Her father, Jahid Ali, works
as a wireman, while her mother, Akhtari
Bano, has been her rock of support. Despite
facing financial struggles and societal norms
that discouraged girls from playing sports,
Simran’s family stood firmly by her side.
Speaking to the media after the auction,
Simran, who will play for Gujarat Giants,
revealed her ultimate ambition.“My journey
has started now. I want to give my best, work

hard. I want one more jersey, which is the
India jersey. I will work hard to achieve that
dream," she told ANI news agency."l like
Virat Kohli a lot. My dream is to meet him,"
she added.Simran’s passion for cricket

began as a child playing gully cricket in
Dharavi. However, her path was riddled with
taunts and criticism. Neighbours questioned
her dedication to the sport, often advising
her parents that she should focus on
household chores instead.“When I used to
play gully cricket as a kid, my neighbours
kept saying, ‘Why is a girl playing with
boys? Go home and work.’ They taunted my
mom and dad, saying I should learn to wash
utensils and other household chores,"
Simran recalled.I felt bad, but their words

only made me more determined to play
cricketand prove myself.”

MY PARENTS ALWAYS SUPPORT ME:

SIMRAN

Simran’s parents, especially her mother,

remained unwavering in their support.
J  Her mother once sacrificed Rs 3,000
| —a considerable sum for the family at
the time—to buy Simran her first
cricket kit."I thank my parents because
there is not much support for such
things in my community, but they
always supported me," she
said.Simran’s career has seen its share
of ups and downs. After being bought
for Rs 10 lakh by UP Warriorz in the
inaugural WPL season, she struggled
to make an impact, scoring just 29 runs
in nine matches. She even went unsold
in last year’s auction. However, Simran
bounced back strongly, impressing scouts
with her big-hitting skills in the T20
Challenger Trophy earlier in 2024.While
Simran’s journey has just begun, her
determination to don the India jersey and
meet her idol, Virat Kohli, reflects her
unwavering spirit. Simran Shaikh’s story is
not just about cricket but about breaking
barriers and inspiring countless others to
dream big, no matter where they come from.

England captain Ben Stokes 'not holding
back' from bowling after latest injury

England captain Ben Stokes isn't ready to hold
back on bowling after his latest injury sethack
during the 3rd Test against New Zealand.
Stokes picked up a hamstring injury on
December 16 after increasing his bowling
workload during the match against the

Blackcaps.

New Delhi. England captain Ben Stokes has
claimed that he won't be cutting down on his
bowling workload after his latest injury
setback during the third Test against New
Zealand. Stokes, who had previously missed
four Tests due to a torn hamstring sustained
during The Hundred in August, was ruled
out of further participation in the match after
aggravating the same injury on Monday. He
had shouldered a significantly heavier
workload compared to the first two Tests,

bowling 24 overs in New Zealand’s first
innings.The setback occurred two deliveries
into his 13th over during New Zealand’s
second innings, leaving England without
their captain for the remainder of the game.
The visitors would end up losing the game
by 423 runs as Stokes decided not to come
out to bat in the second innings. Speaking to
BBC Sport, the England skipper said it was
unfortunate to sustain the injury, but it is
something that is part of the process of being

an athlete."Every time you walk
out on the field you're at risk of
injury. You can't play for
anything in this game."Stokes
revealed that he was incredibly
frustrated after sustaining the
injury as he had felt that he was
back in rhythm with the ball in
hand."There's no doubt I was
incredibly frustrated last night, in
particular with how much graft
I'd put in until then," said Stokes.
"T felt so good about everything. I felt my
rhythm was back with the ball, [ bowled a lot
of overs, my body was feeling good.

"The first time [ feel like a young man again is

when I pick something else up."

Stokes vowed that he would come back

stronger from the injury as he has always
done in his career."I'm obviously very
disappointed, but every setback I come back
stronger," Stokes told BBC Sport.

it 2-0 in the 80th for his ninth goal of
the season.Bryan Mbeumo scored for
Brentford in the 90th and Cucurella
was sent off for a second yellow card
in added time. Chelsea is four points
ahead of third-place Arsenal.

Martin fired Southampton fired
manager Russell Martin after being
routed 5-0 by Tottenham.Last-place
Southampton is nine points from
safety and appears to be heading
straight back to the second tier after
earning promotion to the top flight
last season.

The decision came on the same day as
another relegation-threatened team,
Wolverhampton, fired head coach
Gary O'Neil. Wolverhampton is second to
last in 19th.Spurs scored all five goals
against Southampton before halftime at St
Mary's Stadium, with James Maddison
getting two. Son Heung-min, Dejan
Kulusevski and Pape Sarr also scored.Sarr
double

Ismaila Sarr scored twice as Crystal Palace
beat Brighton 3-1 in the Premier League on
Sunday. The forward also provided an assist
for Trevoh Chalobah in the win at the Amex
Stadium, which lifted Palace four points
clear of the relegation zone.

AUS v IND, 3rd Test: Frustrated
by rain breaks, Mitchell Starc
argues with umpire

New Delhi. Mitchell Starc was left frustrated

y the constant rain breaks and was seen
arguing with the umpire as the players were
forced to leave the field once again on Day 4
of the Gabba Test. The weather in Brisbane
has been a villain for Australia right from the
start with only Day 2 being the only time the
game went on without any interruption.

For the rest of the time, the weather conditions

forced the day's play to a complete halt and at
times, umpires being forced to call for early
stumps. The game on Tuesday was heading
towards the tea break when another drizzle
started in Brisbane. However, as compared to
the previous ones, it was of less intensity and
the players could have stayed on. However,
the umpires Richard Illingworth, Richard
Kettleborough felt it was best for the players
to go back in.

This would create a hilarious moment as Starc

was left fuming and argued with the umpires.
There was a moment when Starc was seen
rolling his eyes before walking off. You can
see the full video below:This was not the first
time that Starc was left frustrated by the
weather. During Day 3, both him and KL
Rahul were visibly irritated to have the rain

stop proceedings.

Rain halts Australia's momentum
The recent rain break at the stroke of team came

not at the best time for Australia. The hosts
had just ended the partnership between Nitish
Kumar Reddy and Ravindra Jadeja, which
had been frustrating them. Nitish was bowled
by Cummins, which gave Australia a chance
to clean up the tail of India.

KL Rahul's 84 and Jadeja's 65 not out has kept

the hosts at bay for now. With rain being
predicted for Day 5 as well, Australia will be
hoping that there no further breaks in
proceedings.

AUS vs IND, 3rd Test: KL Rahul's solidity
reminds Sunil Gavaskar of Murali Vijay

« Border-Gavaskar Trophy: Batting
great Sunil Gavaskar reckons KL
Rahul's composed 84-run knock in
the third Test at Gabba reminds him
of former Indian opener Murali Vijay.

New Delhi. KL Rahul's composed 84-run

knock in the third Test of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy against Australia drew high
praise from batting legend Sunil Gavaskar,
who likened Rahul's off-side judgment to that
of former Indian opener Murali Vijay.
Rahul’s composed 84-run knock stood out
amid India’s top-order staruggles, as he
showcased remarkable patience and
precision, earning accolades from cricket
pundits and fans alike.

Rahul, who has amassed 231 runs in five

innings during the series, has been a shining
light for India. His elegant strokeplay
combined with intelligent judgment in
leaving deliveries caught the eye,
particularly on a challenging Day 4 pitch.
Despite being dropped on the very first ball
of the day, Rahul capitalized on the reprieve,
crafting his innings with grit and
determination. He reached his half-century
off 85 balls and looked set for a century
before being dismissed by a stunning catch
from Steve Smith.aSpeaking on Star Sports,
Gavaskar highlighted the technical brilliance
that set Rahul apart from his teammates.
"Except for the first ball today, where he
slightly followed the delivery, his judgment
outside off-stump was fantastic," Gavaskar
said.He compared Rahul’s technique to that
of Australian batter Marnus Labuschagne
and former Indian opener Murali Vijay, both
known for their exceptional off-stump
awareness. "KL Rahul left deliveries very

_ ey 8 ind

close to the off-stump so consistently that it
reminded me of Marnus Labuschagne
yesterday and, before him, Murali Vijay, who
also had exceptional off-side judgment,”
Sunil Gavaskar said while speaking on Star
Sports.The former Indian captain
emphasized Rahul’s ability to play deliveries
late, a crucial skill when facing a new or
swinging ball. "If you play the ball further
forward, you risk edging it to slips. Rahul’s
ability to play late and leave balls at the last

moment was commendable. It’s a level of
patience and skill that stood out in this
innings," Gavaskar explained.

Rahul Outshines Rohit and Kohli

Rahul’s performances have been a stark
contrast to the struggles of Indian stalwarts
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli, whose form
in 2024 has been underwhelming. Since
2020, Rahul boasts the highest Test average
amongst Indian batters in SENA (South
Africa, England, New Zealand, and
Australia) countries, outperforming Rohit
and Kohli.Both Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli have been grappling with significant
dips in form in 2024. Rohit averages a mere
8.85, with his highest first-innings score
being 23, while Kohli fares only slightly
better, averaging 9.12 with a top score of 47.
Their struggles have been particularly
evident in the ongoing Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, where both have failed to deliver
meaningful contributions.
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Harshdeep ,
Raur,

Turns 38: Interesting Facts |

About The "Sufi Ki Sultana’

I I aving been in the Indian music industry for over two decades

now, playback singer Harshdeep Kaur has truly proven that a

musician’s shelf life is not contained to a limited period but
has the potential to be etched in people’s memories forever. With
humble beginnings in 2003, it has been over 20 years since
Harshdeep Kaur entered the industry, bringing her unique Sufi
twist to the typical Bollywood songs. The singer celebrates her
38th birthday today, on Monday, December 16.As we celebrate
the singer’s special day, let’s take a look at some of some
interesting facts about her.

Harshdeep Kaur Birthday: Interesting |
Facts

1. Harshdeep was born to a family of
musicians and she was introduced to
music at the very young age of six.
While her father was a fine guitarist,
she ended up learning Indian ‘
classical music from Tejpal Singh /=
and Western classical from George [
Pullinkala.

2. Before making it into the music
industry, Harsheep took part in
the MTV Video Gaga
Contestant at 16, later even
winning the title. In 2008, she
won the singing competition
Junoon: Kuch Kar Dikhaane
Ka, where she was declared
the Sufi Ki Sultana.3.
Harshdeep, who belongs to
the Sikh community, is
seen sporting a turban
owing to religious |
reasons. While she
would earlier perform
with a dupatta on her
head, it was on her brother-in-law’s advice that she switched to a
turban.4. Not many know that Harshdeep played music narrators
in Colors TV’s Bani-Ishq Da Kalma, further also appearing in
several seasons of Coke Studio in India.

5. Inher celebrated musical career over the years, Harshdeep Kaur
has proven her mettle as a recognised playback singer. From
registering her voice with the serene Ik Onkar from Rang De
Basanti to delivering some memorable tracks, she continued
molding and experimenting with her music.Some of her most
popular songs include Dilbaro from Alia Bhatt’s Raazi, Katiya
Karun from Rockstar composed by AR Rahman, and Gud
Naal Ishq Mitha from Sonam Kapoor’s Ek Ladki Ko Dekha
Toh Aisa Laga.

Urvashi Dholakia

Shweta Tiwari Almost Reunited For A Show
Before Viral Ad: 'This 16-year Gap...

rvashi Dholakia and Shweta Tiwari’s latest

advertisement for YouTube has gone viral in no

time. It features the duo, reprising their characters
of Komolika and Prerna from their popular television
series, Kasautii Zindagii Kay. While their war of words
remains intact, this time around they’re seen speaking the
Gen-Z lingo, adding an unexpected twist to their rivalry.
At the same, Urvashi’s Komolika is heard telling Prerna,
“Catfights are a misogynistic trope designed to reinforce
patriarchal norms."Reacting to the wave of nostalgia
netizens have been washed with,
Urvashi exclusively tells News18

N

relevant and adds, “Lots of Gen-Z crowd
come up to me today and tell me how big
fans their mothers and grandmothers s
are of me (laughs). It’s very sweet.
Not that we relate to it or understand it
but the whole idea [of the campaign]
was to reach out to the Gen-Z audience
with that lingo. With the ad, we tried to
create a connection between these two
generations. /
Both Shweta and I are
thorough

Showsha, “There are thousands of professionals and we

comments and [’m trying to read as knew that we were

many of them. But I'm so going to pull it off."

overwhelmed with all the positive Back in the day,

responses. I think YouTube has hit [ ‘ reports often stated ‘
the nail on the head. When they % how Urvashi and A

approached me and I read the script, Shweta’s onscreen S

I thought that it would either go rivalry may have

completely wrong or completely seeped into their —--::__.__
right!" personal equations =

too. But Urvashi

laughs it off and
reiterates how they’re still in touch.

“At that point in time, I didn’t read
articles about myself. But aisa kuch bhi

nahi hai (laughs). All I can say is that we
both played our parts to the best of our
ability. Today, we meet very rarely unless
we manage to find a common time when
we’re free. But we do have a Kasautii group
and we’re still in touch through it," she shares.

So, how was it sharing screen space
with Shweta after 16 long years?
“We almost ended up doing one show after Kausautii
Zindagii Kay but things didn’t work out at the last minute.
And I believe this 16-year time gap is the reason why the
campaign hit an altogether different note. It was exciting.
When Shweta and 1 meet, it’s not like we meet as
Komolika and Prerna, but this time, it brings back
memories. The set-up was very different and so was the
lingo," she says.Urvashi acknowledges that youngsters
on social media have still kept Kausautii Zindagii Kay

Vihan Verma Accuses Ghum Hai
Kisikey Pyaar Meiin Of

Favourltlsm Calls It 'Frustrating

name after he starred in Ghum Hai Kisikey

Pyaar Mein. He used to play the role of
Mohit in the show, which also featured Neil
Bhatt, Ayesha Singh and Aishwarya Sharma in
the lead. Months after quitting the show, Vihan
has now opened up about facing discrimination
on the sets of the popular show.On being asked
if he was ever treated unfairly on the sets of
GHKKPM, Vihan told us, “To be honest, I
wouldn’t say I was treated unfairly, but there
were days when I felt certain situations could
have been more in my favour if [ were a senior
actor. This is quite common. People always
favour seniors over newcomers, and rightly so.
However, there are times when you don’t
expect someone to favour another person
solely based on their age and seniority."

The young actor further made a shocking
statement and claimed that the lead actors of a
show are often favoured. “There’s always an
extra inclination towards the lead pair. Because
they’re the faces of the show, they shoot more
days and hours than the rest of the cast. I faced a
similar situation when I was made to wait in my
room because one of the leads had a prior
commitment and had to leave early, so the team
was trying to wrap up their work first. While
this is practical, it can be frustrating when you
have your own personal commitments," he said.

However, Vihan also clarified that such incidents
did not take a toll on his mental health. “I’'m
very secure in my work. I don’t compare my
status to someone else’s. Everyone has had
their fair share of journeys, and we all deserve
better days. So, no, this hasn’t affected my
mental health in any way. It would take
someone to stoop very low to hurt me
mentally," he shared.

The actor also recalled the time when he learned
that his scenes were cut short. “I came across a
rumour that some of my scenes were cut
because of one of the leads. Honestly, at that
point, I was heartbroken because I was new to
the show, and it’s challenging to establish
yourself in a hit show where people have great
dynamics. I didn’t clarify with the actor at that
time, but I did much later. If something like this
happens, where an actor has the authority to cut
someone’s lines, I think the makers are to be
blamed, not the actor.

Katrina Kaif Stuns In Ethnic
Qutfit, Spotted At Mumbai
Airport As She Leaves For Shirdi

! I ‘V actor Vihan Verma became a household

A

atrina Kaif never fails to leave fans

stunned with her stunning sartorial

choices, and this time was no different.
The Bollywood actress channeled desi vibes,
and was spotted in a beautiful ethnic suit as
she was spotted at the private airport in
Mumbai this morning. Katrina is reportedly
heading to Shirdi to offer prayers.A video
shared by paparazzo Manav Manglani shows
Katrina Kaif arriving at Kalina airport in
Mumbai. She was seen getting out of the car,
before quickly heading inside the airport.
However, as the paparazzi called out her
name, she politely smiled and waved at them.
The actress looked radiant as ever in an ivory
kurta paired with matching flared palazzos,
and a sheer organza dupatta with a scalloped
hem. She left her tresses open, and wore dark
sunglasses. Check out the video below!

As soon as the video surfaced on social media,
fans gushed over Katrina Kaif’s beauty. They
dropped several heart emojis to express their
love for herKatrina Kaif and her hubby
Vicky Kaushal celebrated their 3rd wedding
anniversary on December 9. They went for a
short trip to celebrate the special occasion,
and only returned to Mumbai a few days ago.
Their third wedding anniversary celebration
was all about adventure, sightseeing, jungle
and quality time with each other.Katrina Kaif
shared several glimpses from their jungle
adventure, giving fans a sneak-peek into their
celebration. “48 hrs in the jungle," she wrote,
while dropping photos from the getaway.

On the professional front, Katrina Kaif was last
seen in Sriram Raghavan’s mystery thriller
film ‘Merry Christmas’ along with Vijay
Sethupathi. The film was released in theatres
on 12th January 2024. Katrina hasn’t yet
announced her next film.Fans had eagerly
been waiting for updates on the film Jee Le
Zaraa, starring Katrina, Alia Bhatt and
Priyanka Chopra. While the film was
announced in 2021, it faced several delays,
with the dates of the actors becoming an issue.
However, Zoya Akhtar and Farhan Akhtar
have assured that the film has not been
shelved and there is active effort being made
toalign everyone’s schedules.
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