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Crossing the line on
the judicial front

AN impeachment motion has been moved against
Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav of the Allahabad
High Court over his remarks at arecent event of the
Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP). There is no chance
that the move will succeed because the ruling
dispensation is against it. Indeed, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has strongly
supported Justice Yadav.There are reports that
Justice Yadav has been asked by the Supreme
Court Collegium to meet it. The latter has no legal
authority to do so. Hence, he will be within the law
to skip the meeting. However, if he does meet the
Collegium, it can draw his attention to the
Restatement of Values of Judicial Life, adopted by
the Supreme Court in May 1997. It can advise him
to observe them, but if he chooses to ignore them,
it can really do nothing except recommend his
transfer from the Allahabad HC. It is possible,
though, that the government may not act on the
recommendation.Thus, as matters stand, Justice
Yadav virtually enjoys immunity for his remarks at
the VHP function. Yes, there is one step the HC
Chief Justice can take. He can decide not to allot
judicial work to the judge on the ground that the
comments have made him unfit to adjudicate
cases. But that will require a very courageous
Chief Justice in our contentious times.

Paragraphs 8 and 9 of Restatement of Values of
Judicial Life read: “A Judge shall not enter into
public debate or express his views in public on
political matters or on matters that are pending or
are likely to arise for judicial determination. A
Judge is expected to let his judgments speak for
themselves. He shall not give interview to the
media.”In the past, judges did not seek to attract
attention either to themselves or their personal
views on national affairs. They seldom gave
lectures or participated in public functions. This
was based on the sound principle that the public
should have confidence that their decisions were
based on the facts and the law and no other
consideration. The cardinal and eternal essence of
the dispensation of justice is that it must not only
be done but also be manifestly done. Today, too,
many judges of superior courts follow this
principle and avoid the temptation of airing their
views in public. However, if the feeling gains
currency in the judiciary that there is nothing
objectionable for judges to comment on issues
such as the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) — a matter
which may come up for adjudication — the present
restraint exercised by most of the judges may get
eroded to the detriment of the administration of
justice in India. That will damage the national
good.Justice Yadav not only spoke on the UCC but
also did so in terms of rank communalism. All
through his address, he spoke as a Hindu and
addressed Muslims as a separate community. This
violates the basic tenet of a judge: she/he will not
distinguish between citizens on the grounds of
religion either as individuals or as a group. It is
particularly sad that Justice Yadav gave the go-by
to the proud traditions of the Allahabad High
Court, whose judges, even during the days of
colonialism, strove to pursue the path of rectitude
and reticence as well as fierce independence.

Justice Yadav may be suited for public life. He would
have full freedom there to express his opinions,

Many in India like to believe that Rohingya

THE life of farmer leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal, who

Revival of India’s North Korean mission reflects strategic shift

Developments in the Korean peninsula are of greater strategic importance to India today than they were four years ago.

THE term 'Bangladeshis' in India has

infiltrated our lexicon as "illegal" human
beings. They have also become the most
acceptable alibis for the political class to
extract political mileage and distract
unfavourable attention.he recent case in
point is Delhi's Lieutenant-Governor VK
Saxena, who announced a two-month
special drive to identify and act against
illegal Bangladeshi immigrants residing
in the national capital. The Delhi police
has started raids in slums across Kalindi |
Kunj, Shaheen Bagh and Jamia Nagar,
where Rohingya refugees were provided
land to set up camps.

are Bangladeshis despite sufficient
knowledge that the ethnicity is among the
most persecuted groups of Myanmar.It
may not be a coincidence that this
development came hours after the BJP
demanded a CBI investigation into the
alleged illegal settlement of Rohingya in
Jammu and Kashmir. Chief Minister of
the state Omar Abdullah has said the
refugees should be deported, if at all, but they could
not be made to starve and he would not let them die
in the cold.Yet, I will not be surprised if this
campaign to identify Bangladeshi "infiltrators"
picks steam across other states. Let us not forget that
we are upon another season of elections and, this
time, for the national capital. Many would have
forgotten that in mid-1992, Delhi had launched
Operation Pushback to deport Bangladeshis. That
was under the Congress government, which was
responding to a belligerent Sangh Parivar
dramatically heightening its pitch around
unauthorised immigration. Assam had already
scripted the threat of a silent demographic invasion
by these impoverished, desperate, pitiable
neighbours who were being pushed into India to
seize Hindu territory. The template of Bangladeshi-
phobia was a well-established eastern propaganda
that the Sangh appropriated in its entirety. It was,
however, willing to exclude the Hindu Bangladeshis
as refugees who were escaping persecution. The
same lens wouldn't apply to Rohingya at a later
stage.Around the same time, the Sangh launched the
slogan, 'Infiltrators Quit India', and forced the
Congress to act against whom it considered
infiltrators, setting the stage for an event that would
change the political landscape of the country
forever. By December, the crescendo had reached

Ayodhya, resulting in the demolition of the Babri
Masjid.The presence of illegal migrants from the
neighbouring countries is not an unfamiliar piece of
data. It is also well known that during the Congress
regime, politicians have reportedly used these
settlers as "vote banks". But there is no evidence yet
or corroboration of the claim that millions of
infiltrators have arrived to take over parts of this
country.Instigated by the Sangh's growing voice
against the infiltrators, the then Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao rolled out an action plan against the
Bangladeshis to counter the jingoism. It only added
fuel to the propaganda. In September 1992, a group
of 132 persons was identified as infiltrators and
removed from the Seemapuri area of east Delhi.It is
well known that all efforts by the government to
arrest infiltration through the porous borders have
proven ineffective. However, the build-up of such a
campaign has been highly beneficial politically. The
1992 campaign, finally, provided the Sangh political
legitimacy and made xenophobia and anti-Muslim
rhetoric acceptable in public life.The current
campaign launched by the bureaucratic arm of the
BJP in Delhi has raises the suspicion of the
beginning of a nationwide 'identification' drive that
could serve as a precursor of another round of the
National Register of Citizens (NRC).Though Assam
provides the case study that the NRC is a wasteful
exercise in detection, it has proven to be a

Perilous fast track

worthwhile weapon to intimidate
and harass Muslims. Manipulated by
political parties, the acute fear of
being rendered into a non-citizen has
repeatedly triggered ethnonational
projects across decades.In the
politics of the Hindu right, the
framing of migrants threatening the
security of Hindu-India has become
synonymous with Muslims in
general.

The ongoing exercise is already on the
lines of the NRC verification,
something that Uttar Pradesh had
initiated in 2019. The chorus then
had gained momentum, with other
states chiming in and Karnataka
even constructing a detention centre.

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, known for his anti-Muslim
vocabulary, has floated the idea of a
nationwide NRC in his recent
election campaign in
Jharkhand.Given India's poor
neighbourhood policy that stood
exposed after the fall of Dhaka this year, such
rhetoric is bound to further deteriorate relations
between the two countries, which are always on the
edge withthe NRC.

It will be interesting to see how this is going to play out
with another Islamophobic campaign gaining
ground: the claim of temples under mosques.The
Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991
mandates that the nature of all places of worship,
except the one in Ayodhya that was then under
litigation, shall be maintained as it was on August
15, 1947.While one hoped the Ayodhya judgement
would have closed this matter, more such suits have
been filed in Varanasi and, more recently in
Sambhal, where trial courts hastily ordered surveys
of the mosques, resulting in a clash that killed four
people.

This could well be a convergence of two distinctive
sets of xenophobic projects that will set offa chain of
low-intensity anti-Muslim campaigns working
simultaneously, while stepping up the ante wherever
political machinations are due.

While the detection and detention mechanism fits the
concept of "the process is the punishment", the
mosque surveys claiming buried temples aim to set
right "historical wrongs", thus perpetrating the
narrative of revenge against invaders who have
looted the glorious past.

Dallewal’s extreme stand eclipsing big picture

and if he is elected to a legislature, he can strive to
ensure that these are converted into law. There is
little doubt that political forces in the country that
are supporting him may welcome him into their
fold. They may find him an asset, for his VHP
speech shows that he is a fluent public speaker who
will be able to convey their beliefs succinctly to the
public.I hope readers will forgive me for striking a
personal note. My family members had a century-
long association with the Allahabad HC as lawyers
and judges. I moved away to the field of
diplomacy, but have vivid recollections of the
principles followed by my father, who retired as
Chief Justice of this court. He told me that a judge
should not only speak through his judgments but
also confine those judgments to the law and facts
of the case. He should not make obiter dicta, let
alone use judgments to lecture society or point to
national infirmities. That was the duty of other
organs of the state.

Unfortunately, it was only after the apex court’s

is on a fast-unto-death, is precious — as rightly
observed by the Supreme Court. So too are the lives
of all protesters who are staying put at Shambhu and
Khanauri borders in the bitter cold. And Dallewal
himself has said that the lives of farmers pushed to
the brink by flawed government policies are more
valuable than his own. If every kisan’s life really
matters, why have things come to such a pass? And |
why has the time-tested path of dialogue been
abandoned?

intervention that senior representatives of the
Punjab and Central governments reached out to
Dallewal. But it is unlikely that his extreme stand
will force the Centre to accept farmers’ key
demands, including a legal guarantee of MSP for
various crops. After all, over 700 of them had died during a
year-long agitation before the Modi government finally

ON December 16, 2012, the brutal gang-rape of a young
physiotherapy student on a moving bus in Delhi became
the turning point for India. The girl died, and the tragedy
sparked protests and demands for justice, pushing for
better legal protection for women.Named 'Nirbhaya', her
death shook the country's conscience. The tragedy
forced policymakers to confront the inadequacies in
laws addressing sexual violence. Long-debated reforms
were, finally, prioritised as the case became the catalyst
for overhauling legal frameworks to ensure better
protection, justice and accountability for crimes against
women.Following the Nirbhaya tragedy, the Indian
government passed the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act
of 2013, expanding the definition of sexual violence to
include stalking, voyeurism and acid attacks. It also
increased the penalty for rape, including life
imprisonment and death penalty for repeat offenders.
Fast-track courts were introduced and an amendment in
the 2015 Juvenile Justice Act allowed minors aged 16-18
committing heinous crimes to be tried as adults. A
Nirbhaya Fund was created for the implementation of
initiatives aimed at enhancing the safety and security of
women, such as installing CCTVs at public places.

The 2017 Unnao rape case and the 2018 Kathua rape and
murder case demonstrated the potential of fast-track
courts to lead to convictions. But the 2020 Hathras gang-
rape revealed that challenges still persisted in achieving
impartial justice. Today, 12 years after the Nirbhaya case,
despite various legal reforms, women face persistent
sexual violence. In August this year, a doctor was raped
and killed at a hospital in Kolkata, while a seven-month-
old girl was brutally raped earlier this month, again in
Kolkata. This tragic reality signals a profound societal
failure.It is not easy to pinpoint any particular reason
behind the continued sexual crimes against women and
even babies. A complex interplay of social, cultural,
economic and systemic factors is behind it — from the
deep-rooted patriarchy perpetuating harmful gender

repealed the three farm laws. Ironically, Dallewal’s
hunger strike and the efforts to dissuade him are eclipsing
the big picture — the widespread agrarian distress fuelled

What porn has to do with the post-Nirbhaya world

Pornography can foster unhealthy attitudes that can escalate into sexual frustration and violence. Addressing this requires urgent government action.

norms to devaluing women as subordinates to men; from
the lack of open conversations about healthy sexual
relationships to the absence of comprehensive sex
education; from delayed investigations, low conviction
rates and insensitive handling of cases to under-
reporting of such cases due to social stigma; from
substance abuse to rapid urbanisation, migration and
weakening of community ties; from social
isolation and anonymity in urban settings to
unemployment and economic inequalities. All
these factors can create frustration and [
aggression, sometimes leading to acts of sexual
violence.Another contributing factor is the rapid
digitisation and low-cost or free accessibility of
pornographic material. A study published in the
'Indian Journal of Public Health' points out that
India, with 12 per cent of the websites devoted to
pornography, ranks third in porn consumption
globally. Excessive consumption of porn has
become a pressing public health concern, with
research pointing to its correlation with sexual
crimes.

Astudy by the UK Government's Equality Office in
2020 found that though harmful attitudes toward
women are influenced by multiple factors, a key
reason was pornography. Many researchers
consider it to be a significant contributor to
harmful sexual beliefs and behaviours in high-
risk individuals.Understanding this relationship
requires the examination of pornography consumption.
Viewing too much pornographic content leads to
desensitisation. It makes the content mundane and
commonplace, leading to increased exposure time and a
quest for more hard-core content. It also leads to a
detachment from reality and lack of differentiation
between the real and the virtual.

Whether pornographic content affects sexual aggression
has been debated for decades. Since complex multiple

factors contribute to deviant behaviour, blaming
pornography alone oversimplifies the issue and diverts
attention from the systemic causes. However, one
certainly cannot ignore pornography as a key factor.
Research on rape culture has focused on understanding the
acquisition of attitudes, behaviours and norms
associated with violence against women. While many of

[l On The Eve of the Supreme Court Hearing on the RG Kar

Medical College Rape and Murder Case

I CITIZENS' CANDLE LIGHT MARCH
| (& gEEHLAIM THE NIGHT!

4
:
By Sp
o bW

these factors are more influential than pornography;, it is
often pornography's interaction with these factors and
their exacerbation that heightens its impact. Certain
types of pornography, particularly those depicting
violence or non-consensual acts, may normalise
aggression and perpetuate misogynistic views.

Frequent consumption of such material can desensitise
viewers to violence and blur the understanding of
consent in a relationship. For individuals with a
predisposition towards violent or harmful behaviour,

by factors such as the debt burden, rising
costs of farming and inadequate support for
crop diversification.

The SC has urged farmers to adopt the
Gandhian way of staging protests. The
Mahatma considered fasting as a potent
weapon in the Satyagraha armoury, but he
made it clear that a Satyagrahi should do it
only as the last resort — “when all other
avenues of redress have been explored and
have failed”. Leaders of farm unions still
have the option of pressing the Centre to
return to the negotiating table. The marathon
talks between Union ministers and farmers’
representatives in February might not have
produced a breakthrough, but that is no
reason to snap lines of communication. A

mutual climbdown is a must to save farmers’ lives as well

as livelihood.

pornography can act as a trigger, reinforcing these
tendencies. Exposure to pornography that objectifies
women can increase the acceptance of rape myths and
play a significant role in shaping attitudes linked to the
perpetuation of 'rape culture'.

The myths associated with rape promote the idea that rape
is usually avoidable if certain precautions are taken. The
onus of "don't get raped" is thrust upon
women (as opposed to "don't rape" upon
men). And, this self-protective ideal lends
itself comfortably to blaming the victim and
absolving the perpetrator.

Urgent government action is needed to
address this menace. The steps required to
be taken include the regulation of free
pornographic websites and issuance of
trigger warnings as also seeking proof ofage
for access to such sites and holding
awareness campaigns and supervised
discussions on consent and respectful
relationships. Introducing media and digital
literacy in educational institutions, adult
education classes, institutions of open and
lifelong learning and community and
vocational education can further equip
students to evaluate harmful content
critically.As we honour Nirbhaya's memory,
her legacy demands more than symbolic
gestures. Strong laws must be enforced and

efforts to inculcate gender sensitivity amongst all
stakeholders must continue. Justice-focused narratives
should dominate the media, countering misinformation
and fostering accountability. The government should
commission research studies to find reasons behind the
persistence of rape cases. The transformation journey
requires a collective effort towards creating a society
where every citizen feels safe and no girl has to pay with
her life and be named 'Nirbhaya' again.
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NMDC share price falls over
6% today. Here's why

NEW DELHI Shares of NMDC Ltd. and other steel
companies came under pressure on December 18
following the Karnataka government’s proposal to
tax mines and mining land, reported by CNBC.

National Mineral Development Corporation Limited
bore the brunt of the sell-off, with shares dropping 6%
to Rs 213.49 apiece by 12:30 pm, marking its steepest
fall in 18 weeks. Other steel stocks, including JSW
Steel and SAIL, also saw declines of 2% and 1.74%,
respectively, as reports suggested a possible hike in
duties on iron ore.

KARNATAKA’S MINING TAX BILL AND ITS
IMPLICATIONS

The Karnataka Cabinet recently approved the
Karnataka (Mineral Rights and Mineral Bearing
Land) Tax Bill, 2024, aimed at levying taxes on
mineral rights and mineral-bearing land. This
decision is particularly significant for NMDC, as
Karnataka accounts for 35% of its production.The
proposed Bill allows for taxes ranging between Rs 20
and Rs 100 per tonne of minerals, which could
generate annual revenue of Rs 4,207.95 crore for the
state. Additionally, land-bearing mineral taxes are
expected to add another Rs 505.9 crore annually.

The Bill comes after the Supreme Court's earlier
approval for states to retrospectively collect mining
taxes from 2005. Higher iron ore costs resulting from
the tax are likely to affect the profitability of
steelmakers and miners alike.

As Karnataka’s proposed mining tax reshapes the cost
structure for steel and mining companies,
stakeholders and investors will closely monitor its
implementation and broader implications for the
sector.

Bumper debut for Mobikwik
shares as stocks list at 59%
premium on Dalal Street

NEW DELHI. Mobikwik shares made a bumper
debut on the stock exchanges on Wednesday, listing
ata premium of over 50%, making investors richer.

The shares of One Mobikwik Systems debuted on the
BSE at Rs 442.25, marking a 58.51% premium over
the issue price of Rs 279. On the NSE, the stock
began trading at Rs 440, reflecting a 57.71%
premium compared to the issue price.The allotment
of shares for the initial public offering (IPO) of
Mobikwik Systems Limited was finalised on
Monday after having witnessed strong interest from
investors.Mobikwik PO was among the three [POs
that were open for bidding in the last week but
received the most subscriptions. Mobikwik IPO
bidding closed on December 13, 2024.

Mobikwik IPO saw an overall subscription of 119.38
times. Retail investors led the bidding process and
the section was subscribed 134.67 times. Qualified
Institutional Buyers(QIBs) section was subscribed
119.50 times, while Non Institutional Investors
(NII) section received a bid of 108.95 times.

“The company’s recent shift to profitability, coupled
with the growing adoption of digital payments,
boosted market confidence. However, sustaining
this momentum would depend on its ability to
maintain profitability and carve out a niche in the
competitive fintech sector. Investors are
recommended to book profits given the high listing
gains, while those wanting to hold should set a stop
loss at around Rs 400," said Shivani Nyati, Head of
Wealth at Swastika Investmart Ltd.

ITC Hotel demerger from
January 1, 2025

NEW DELHI. FMCG giant ITC Ltd has fixed
January 1, 2025 as the effective date for the
demerger of its hotel business after receiving an
order from the National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT).In a regulatory filing, ITC said that the
Kolkata Bench of NCLT had sanctioned the scheme
of arrangement between ITC Ltd., ITC Hotels Ltd.,
and their respective shareholders, earlier this
October.“We advise that ITC Limited and ITC
Hotels Limited have acknowledged that all the
conditions specified in Clause 28 of the Scheme
have been fulfilled and satisfied... the appointed
date and the effective date of the scheme shall be the
first day of the following month i.e. 1 st January,
2025, in accordance with clauses 5.1(iii) and
5.1(xvi) of the scheme, respectively,” the company
said in an exchange filing.In June 2024, ITC
shareholders approved the demerger of the
conglomerate’s hotel business. About 99.6% of
shareholders voted in favour of demerger, while
just 0.45% voted against it. The board members of
ITC had on August 14 last year approved the
demerger of its hotel business.

Slower Q2 GDP growth
temporary blip, will see
healthy growth in coming
quarters: FM Sitharaman

NEW DELHI. Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has termed the second quarter GDP
growth slowdown a temporary blip and expressed her
confidence that the economy will see healthy growth
in the coming quarters.Replying to a debate in the Lok
Sabha on the first batch of Supplementary Demands
for Grants, FM said India has seen “steady and
sustained” growth and its GDP growth rate has
averaged 8.3% in the last three years.

She reiterated that India continues to be the fastest-
growing major economy in the world, and the credit
for which goes to the people of India who are meeting
their aspirations, and contributing to the economy.

“The real growth rate for QI and Q2 of this
fiscal(FY25) has been 6.7% and 5.4%, respectively.
At 5.4%, the Q2 rate is slower than expected...Q2 of
this financial year has been a challenging quarter for
India and most other economies of the world,” she
said.The finance minister further said there is no
broad-based slowdown in the manufacturing sector.
“A generalised slowdown in manufacturing is not
expected, as it is restricted to few segments.

The market requlator may raise

the minimum application size for

an SME PO to Rs 2-4 lakh from

the present Rs 1 lakh. The higher

NEW DELHI.

The S&P BSE Sensex was down 15.56

size will limit the participation of
retail investors, who have heen
increasingly applying for such
[POs.

L

The Securities and Exchange Board of

India (SEBI), in its board meeting
scheduled on December 18, is likely to
discuss and approve various norms,
including those relating to initial public
offer (IPO) by small and medium
enterprises (SME), unpublished price
sensitive information (UPSI) and
regulatory framework for angel
funds.The market regulator may raise the
minimum application size for an SME
IPO to Rs 2-4 lakh from the present Rs 1
lakh. The higher size will limit the
participation of retail investors, who have

been increasingly applying for such IPOs.

The SME IPOs have witnessed a surge in

recent years particularly from 2022-23
onwards. Since the establishment of SME
platforms, FY 2023-24 witnessed the
highest number of SME public issues
and highest SME fund raising with 196
IPOs tapping the market to mobilize
more than Rs 6,000 crore. InFY2024-25
(till October 15, 2024), more than Rs
5,700 crore has been raised through 159
SME IPOs.With an increase in the
number of SME issues, the rise in
investor participation in such offerings
have also seen a jump, causing concerns
for SEBI. The applicant-to-allotted
investor ratio has surged from 4 times in
FY22to 46 times in FY23 and 245 times
in FY24.Sebi may increase the
requirement of minimum allottees for
an SME IPO to 200 for such public issue
to be successful, from the present 50
allottees. In order to ensure that a
promoter of an SME company continues
to have certain skin in the game, SEBI
may increase the lock-in on minimum
promoter contribution (MPC) in SME
IPO to 5 years from the existing three
years.The regulator may allow an SME
company to float an IPO only if the issue
size is over Rs 10 crore and the operating

profit is Rs 3 crore for at least any 2 out of
3 financial years preceding the IPO
application.

Sebi board may also review the definition
of Unpublished Price Sensitive

Information (UPSI) to bring about
regulatory clarity, certainty and
uniformity in compliance for the listed
companies. UPSI refers to any
information, relating to a company or its
securities, directly or indirectly, that is not
generally available. On becoming
generally available, UPSI is likely to
materially affect the price of the

Sebi board may overhaul norms on SME IPQs, insider trading

securities.The regulator may include
restructuring/one-time settlement in
relation to loans, initiation of forensic
audit, action initiated by any enforcement
authority against the listed company or
senior management, fundraising
and agreements control of the
company in the definition of
UPSILAs part of reviewing the
regulatory framework for angel
funds in alternative investment
funds (AIF) regulations, SEBI
may clear the proposal to allow
only accredited investors to
invest in angel funds. Such
accredited investors will be
required to meet commensurate
net-worth criteria, which will be
verified by a third-party
accreditation agency.
Allowing accredited investors
would allay concerns regarding
investors without the necessary risk
appetite, evaluating and making
investments in start-ups through angel
funds.The minimum investment limit by
an angel fund in a start-up is likely to be
reduced to Rs 10 lakh from Rs 25 lakh,
and the maximum investment may be
hiked to Rs 25 crore from the existing Rs
10 crore limit.

Vishal Mega Mart shares make strong

market debut at 33% premiu

. T

NEW DELHI. Vishal Mega Mart

shares made a bumper debut on the
Dalal Street on Wednesday after the
shares listed at a premium of over
33%.Vishal Mega Mart made an
impressive debut on the NSE,
surpassing market expectations by
listing ata 33.33% premium to its [PO
allotment price of Rs 78. The stock
began trading at Rs 104, providing
substantial returns for those who
invested during the IPO. Following
the strong opening, the Gurugram-
based retail giant's market

capitalisation climbed to Rs 46,891
crore.The allotment for shares was
completed on December 16, 2024
after it garnered a good response from
the investors, having been subscribed
over 27 times after the 3-day bidding
process which started on December
11.The company offered shares in the
price band of Rs 74-78 per share, with
aminimum lotsize of 190 shares.

Established in 2001, Vishal Mega Mart

is a prominent hypermarket chain in
India, offering a wide variety of
products. These include apparel,

m on D-Street

Vishal Mega Mart share
price: The stock began
trading at Rs 104, at a
premium of 33% over its
issue price of Rs 78.

groceries, electronics, home
essentials, and fast-moving consumer
goods (FMCG). The company
markets both its own private labels
and products from well-known third-
party brands, catering to diverse
consumer demands.

"Given that this was a complete offer for
sale (OFS), there are no direct benefits
to the company, making it a play
purely on market sentiment and its
growth story in the retail sector.
Investors are advised to book profits
at this level, while those looking to
hold should maintain a stop loss at
around Rs 95," said Shivani Nyati,
Head of Wealth at Swastika
Investmart Ltd.

Sensex, Nifty open lower as cautious
investors weigh global frends

Benchmark stock
market indices opened lower on
Wednesday after having incurred
heavy losses in the past two trading
sessions as cautious sentiment
prevailed among investors.

points to 80,668.89, while the NSE
Nifty50 lost 4 points to 24,332.00 as
of 9:55 AM.Dr. V K Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit
Financial Services said that the near-
term market construct has turned weak
with FIIs turning sellers on
rallies."The trend of FII buying in
early December has proved to be, as
feared, a flash in the pan. Yesterday’s
massive FII sell figure of Rs 6410
crores in the cash market indicates that
more selling is in store on market
bounces. The underlying reason for

Gold import up on tariff cut,

331% rise in imports
of yellow metal to
$15 bn in November
resulted in trade
deficit and pressure
on the rupee.

NEW DELHI. Indians’ love for gold has

often gone against the country’s financial
health -- with a large part of the demand
for the precious metal being fulfilled
through imports.

The 331% year-on-year increase in gold
imports to $15 billion in November has
not only resulted in a record trade deficit
during the month, it has also put pressure
on the rupee, which has been shy away
from the 85-a-dollar level. The
unprecedented increase in gold imports
has left many analysts clueless as they
feel festive demand alone cannot explain
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the FII selling in India is the
outperformance of US and the
underperformance of India. While the
S&P 500isup 27.5% YTD, Nifty is up
only 12% YTD. The fear is that this
huge variation in relative
performances may continue, given the
strength of the US economy and the
weakness in the Indian economy. The

situation will change if leading
indicators in India suggest
recovery in GDP growth and
corporate earnings in Q3," he
addedGlobal markets are closely
watching the Federal Reserve's
decision, which is anticipated
later today. The market has
already factored in a 25 basis
point rate cut, making the central
point of interest the Fed's
commentary accompanying the
decision. Meanwhile, in the
Indian market, a notable trend is
emerging where the broader market is
showing strong performance.
Companies delivering positive results
are being rewarded by investors, and
foreign institutional investor (FII)
selling does not appear to be a
significant concern at the moment.

Rs 880 crore unclaimed: s
your LIC Policy among them

Here's how to check

NEW DELHI. A surprising revelation from the
Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) has brought
attention to unclaimed maturity benefits worth
a,'880.93 crore for the financial year 2023-24.

According to Minister of State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary, who shared the data in Parliament,
around 3.72 lakh policyholders failed to collect
their maturity benefits during this period, reports
PTL If you think you might have missed out,
here’s how you can check and claim your
unclaimed LIC policy amount. HOW TO CHECK
UNCLAIMED LICAMOUNTS

Policyholders or beneficiaries can check unclaimed
amounts by visiting the LIC website
(https://licindia.in/home). Here are the steps:Go
to the 'Customer Service' section and select
'Unclaimed Amounts of Policy Holders.'

Enter the policy number, name, date of birth, and
PAN card details.

Click on ‘Submit’to view the details

Required details include the policyholder's name,
policy number, date of birth, and PAN. LIC has
also implemented various measures, including
media campaigns and regular follow-ups by
agents, to reduce unclaimed claims.

WHAT HAPPENS TO LONG-UNCLAIMED
AMOUNTS?

If money remains unclaimed for over 10 years, it is
transferred to the Senior Citizen Welfare Fund
(SCWF). These funds are utilised for senior
citizens' welfare. The Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India (IRDAI)
mandates insurers to display unclaimed amounts
of Rs 1,000 or more on their websites.Unclaimed
amounts can arise due to litigation, rival claims,
blocked policies, or policyholders being out of
reach, such as residing abroad or delaying claims
for pensions or annuities.

Unclaimed deposits are more than forgotten
amounts; they reflect missed opportunities for
financial security. LIC’s efforts to streamline
settlements and spread awareness aim to ensure
rightful policyholders or beneficiaries receive
their dues promptly.Checking your policy status
regularly can save you from losing out on
valuable benefits. Don't let your hard-earned
money sitidle—claim it while it’s still yours!

UAE pact

gold imports kept increasing month-on-

month. In August, gold imports more

than trebled to $10 billion from $3.1
billion in July.After a fall in September

(to $4.4 billion) due to Pitru Paksh, the

growth in gold imports resumed with

$7.1 billion in October and $14.9 billion
in November.

. But there are other reasons as well for the
country’s gold imports bill to surge.
Crisil believes high global prices have
added to India’s gold import bill.
International gold prices of rose from
$2,300 an ounce level in July 2024 to
2,700 levels in the first half of November.
The prices on average hovered around
$2,650 in November.

Ajay Srivastava of Global Trade Research
Centre (GTRI)says the India-UAE

the jump in gold imports.According to
Nomura, the rise in gold imports this
November cannot be explained by festive
demand alone, and “it represents a
meaningful step up in gold purchases for
reasons unclear to us.”’However, some
analysts have come up with plausible
reasons for the sudden increase. Gaura
Sen Gupta, chiefeconomist, IDFC FIRST
Bank, and Ajay Srivastava, founder,

Global Trade Research Initiative (GTRI),
have partially attributed the import duty
cut from 15% to 6% in the July budget to
this increase in gold imports.“The
reduction of import tariffs from 15% to
6% in the last Budget, aimed at checking
gold imports from Dubai, has further
incentivised imports,” says Ajay
Srivastava of GTRI.

After reduction in import duty in July 2024,

Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA), effective since May
1,2022, has also contributed to the surge.

According to him, CEPA allows unlimited
duty-free imports of gold, silver,
platinum, and diamonds into India over
the coming years. India’s imports of gold
and silver from the United Arab Emirates
have surged by 210 percent, reaching
$10.7 billion in 2023-24.
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Supreme Court Sets Aside Death Penalty
In Boy's Sexual Assault, Murder Case

New Delhi. The Supreme Court on Tuesday
set aside the death sentence imposed on a
convict in a sexual assault and murder case
of a four-year-old minor boy in 2016, and
substituted it with a 25-year jail term
without remission.Holding the crime was
diabolical, a bench comprising Justices BR
Gavai, Aravind Kumar and K V
Viswanathan, took note of the mitigating
circumstances and observed it was not a
case where the possibility of reformation
was completely ruled out.The case does not
fall in the rarest of rare category, the bench
said.

Having regard to the nature of the offence, a
sentence of imprisonment for a prescribed
period without remission would alone be
proportionate to the crime and also not
jeopardise the public confidence in the
efficacy of the legal system," it said, "a
sentence of imprisonment for a period of 25
years without remission would be a just
dessert". The apex court delivered its
judgement on an appeal filed by convict

Sambhubhai Raisangbhai Padhiyar
challenging the Gujarat High Court's
April 2019 verdict.The high court had
confirmed the conviction and death

sentence imposed on him by a trial court *

for the offences punishable under various
sections of the IPC, including murder
besides the Protection of Children from
Sexual offences (POCSO) Act,
2012.According to the prosecution,
Padhiyar kidnapped the four-year-old boy,
sexual assaulted and murdered him in
April, 2016, in Gujarat's Bharuch
district."Without doubt, the crime
committed by the appellant was diabolic in
character. He enticed the innocent child by
tempting him with ice-cream and brutally
sodomised and murdered the four-year old.
The appellant also mercilessly strangulated
the deceased," the top court said.The
mitigation investigation report filed before
the apex court showed the appellant was 24-
years of age at the time of incident, no
criminal antecedents and hailed from a low

socio-economic household.

The bench said the report from the

superintendent of Vadodara Jail indicated
the appellant's behaviour in prison was
completely normal and his conduct was
good.

It further said the report from a mental health

hospital indicated the appellant had no
psychiatric problem at
present."Considering the overall facts and
circumstances, we hold that the present is
not a case where it can be said that the
possibility of reformation is completely

ruled out. The option of life imprisonment
is also not foreclosed," the bench said.It
said though the case of the appellant fell
short of the rarest of rare category,
considering the nature of the crime, the
court "strongly" felt a sentence of life
imprisonment -- normally working out for
14 years -- would be grossly
disproportionate and inadequate.

The top court's verdict noted the
prosecution's case alleging the child was
playing near his house when the accused

took him on the pretext of getting him ice-
cream, and later his mortal remains were
found near bushes.

"The deceased, aged between three-and-a-
half and four years, was a small child, just
out of toddlerhood and at the preschool
stage. This is very significant because when
the appellant has from the neighbourhood
of the house of the deceased taken the
deceased one would expect that the small
child would be brought back and dropped at
the house," it said.

High Court judge appears
before Supreme Court over
'majority’ remark: Sources

NEW DELHI. A controversy has erupted following
remarks made by Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav of the
Allahabad High Court at an event organised by the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP). The judge, who
reportedly made statements endorsing the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) and allegedly commented on the
Muslim community, appeared before the Supreme
Court collegium on Tuesday to clarify his position,
sources said.Justice
Yadav's speech at the
VHP Legal Cell's
provincial convention
inAllahabad, where he
reportedly stated that
laws should reflect the
majority's will,
triggered a political
and judicial backlash.

Responding to the
developments, the
Supreme Court had,
on December 10,
sought details from the
Allahabad High Court
regarding the judge's
remarks. On Tuesday, Justice Yadav travelled to Delhi
and met with the collegium led by Chief Justice of
India Sanjiv Khanna.According to sources, the
collegium expressed concern over his public
statements, advising him to exercise caution in his
speeches and maintain the dignity of his constitutional
office.Justice Yadav was reportedly reminded that
casual remarks in public forums could harm the
judiciary's credibility and emphasised the need for
restraint, particularly on sensitive matters.In
September 2021 also, Justice Shekhar Yadav made
some observations on cows while hearing a case on
their slaughter.

"Cows should be declared the national animal, and cow
protection should be kept as a fundamental right of
Hindus because when the culture and faith of the
country are hurt, the country becomes weak," he had
said.

Pitiable some retired high court
judges get meagre pension: SC

NEW DELHI. The Supreme Court on Wednesday said it
was "pitiable" that some retired high court judges were
getting a pension ranging between Rs 10,000 and Rs
15,000."You cannot have a legal approach in every
matter. Sometimes, you need to have a humane
approach," observed a bench of Justices B R Gavai and
KV Viswanathan."It is pitiable," the bench said, while
noting that some retired high court judges were getting
pension ranging between Rs 10,000 and Rs 15,000.The
pleas raising issue concerning pension of retired high
court judges was listed for hearing before the bench on
Wednesday.Attorney General R Venkataramani
mentioned the matter before the bench and requested
that it be taken up for hearing in January.
Venkataramani said the government would try to
resolve the issue.

"It is better you persuade them that our intervention
should be avoided," the bench observed.It said the
matter would not be decided on individual cases and
whatever the top court might lay down would be
applicable to all the high court judges. The bench
posted the matter for hearing on January 8.While
hearing one of the pleas in the matter last month, the
apex court had expressed "shock" that some retired
high court judges were getting a meagre pension
ranging between Rs 6,000 and Rs 15,000.

The bench was hearing a petition filed by a retired high
court judge who said he was receiving a pension of Rs
15,000.The petitioner, who was elevated as a judge of
the Allahabad High Court after serving as a judicial
officer in the district court for 13 years, had claimed that
the authorities had refused to consider his judicial
service while computing the pension."If there are
retired high court judges before us who are getting Rs
6,000 and Rs 15,000 as pension, it is shocking. How can
that be?" the bench had remarked while hearing the
plea.While hearing a separate plea in March, the apex
court had said there cannot be any discrimination in
computing the pensionary benefits of retired judges of
high courts based on whether they were elevated from
the bar or the district judiciary.

'We Have Polls All The Time": BJP MP
Hema Malini On 'One Nation, One Election’

New Delhi. BJP MP and renowned
actress Hema Malini on Tuesday
voiced her support for the 'One Nation,
One Election' bill, citing the benefits
of synchronised elections. She
emphasizes that frequent elections in
India, unlike other countries, hinder
her work as an MP due to the model
code of conduct enforcement.

Ms Malini argues that simultaneous
elections would conserve resources,
which could then be allocated to vital
sectors like education and health. This
perspective resonates with concerns
about the economic burden of
frequent elections."In every country,
elections are held only once, not like
India where we have elections all the
time. Due to this, I face a lot of
problems as an MP when work stops
due to the enforcement of the model
code of conduct. If elections are held
only once, then the money saved can
be used for different purposes like
education and health..," she said.

Earlier today, the Constitution (One
Hundred and Twenty-Ninth

Amendment) Bill, 2024' and 'The
Union Territories Laws (Amendment)
Bill, 2024' was formally introduced in
Lok Sabha after members voted on it.

The bill proposes a 'One Nation One
Election' or simultaneous elections to
both Lok Sabha and state assemblies.
The bill will be sent to a Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC) for
detailed discussions.

The Speaker of the Lok Sabha
announced the result of the vote on the
introduction of the bill in the House.
The vote showed 269 members in
favor (Ayes) and 196 against (Noes).

This followed Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal's formal introduction
of the Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill, 2024, on 'One
Nation, One Election' and his
agreement to send the bill to a JPC in
response to Union Home Minister
Amit Shah's statement.Meanwhile,
Congress MP Manish Tewari opposed
the move, arguing, "Beyond the
seventh schedule of the Constitution
is the basic structure doctrine, which
spells out that there are certain
features of the Constitution beyond
the amending power of the House.
The essential features are federalism
and the structure of our democracy.
Therefore, the bills moved by the
Minister of Law and Justice are an
absolute assault on the basic structure
of the Constitution and are beyond the
legislative competence of the House."

DMK MP TR Baalu opposed the bill,
stating, "I oppose the 129th
Constitution Amendment Bill, 2024.
Asmy leader M.K. Stalin has said, it is
anti-federal.

Goa Chief Minister's Wife
Sues AAP MP For 100

Crore Over Job Scam Charge

New Delhi.

Sulakshana Sawant, the wife of Goa
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant, has filed a ? 100
crore defamation suit against Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Sanjay Singh for allegedly naming
her in a "Cash-for-Jobs Scam" in Goa during a
press conference earlier this month.Sulakshana
Sawant filed the defamation suit in the Civil Judge
Senior Division Court in Bicholim, Goa, against
Sanjay Singh.According to an official press note,
the allegations claim that Sanjay Singh linked
Sulakshana Sawant to a "Cash-for-Jobs Scam" in
Goa, claiming she was involved in corrupt
practices.

These statements were broadcast live on multiple

national and regional news channels and shared
widely on social media platforms like YouTube,
where they have garnered significant views," said
the allegations.The defamation suit asserts that
these false accusations were made without any
credible evidence, causing harm to Sulakshana
Sawant's integrity and public image. The
statements made by Mr Singh, according to the
lawsuit, were not only damaging but were also
broadcasted and shared extensively, amplifying
the false allegations."The defamation occurred
during a press conference where Sanjay Singh
made direct accusations against Sulakshana
Sawant's integrity and her involvement in the
scam, thereby damaging her reputation," said the
press note.

As per an official press note, the legal action sought

by Sulakshana Sawant includes seeking ? 100
crores as damages for defamation, a permanent
injunction against Sanjay Singh and his associates,
restraining them from making or publishing
defamatory statements, videos, or articles about
her on any platform, including social media.Ms
Sawant has also demanded a public apology from
Sanjay Singh, clarifying the falsehood of his
statements and the defamatory video, article.

She has also sought an injunction to prevent further

defamatory statements by Mr Singh or his
associates during the course of the suit.Further,
Ms Sawant has requested the court to grant the
costs of the suit and any other appropriate
reliefs.As per the press note, the baseless and
defamatory statements made by Sanjay Singh are
"....Over the past 10 years, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) government has been involved in
corruption and bribery under the guise of job
creation. Even the wife of Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant has been named in the scandal, along with
several of his ministers.""This is not a small issue -
- it is a massive job scam involving corruption and
bribery in Goa, with direct involvement from the
Chief Minister and his ministers. The names of the
Chief Minister's wife and various brokers have
been revealed."This job bribery scam became
even more serious when the then-Governor,
Satyapal Malik, publicly stated that Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant's wife was involved in
the job scam, accepting bribes for jobs,
committing corruption, and demanding
money.""This clearly indicates that the Chief
Minister of Goa and his entire family are involved
in accepting bribes under the pretence of offering
jobs."

"Lot Of Hatred": Congress Demands Amit Shah's Apology For Ambedkar Remark

New

New Delhi. The Congress on Tuesday
alleged that Home Minister Amit Shah's
remarks in the Rajya Sabha during a
debate on the Constitution show that the
BJP and the RSS leaders have a "lot of
hatred" for B R Ambedkar and
demanded an apology from him.

Former Congress chief Rahul Gandhi said
those who believe in Manusmriti will
definitely be at odds with
Ambedkar.Congress general secretary-
in-charge communications Jairam
Ramesh shared a video snippet on X
from Mr Shah's speech in the upper
house.Abhi ek fashion ho gaya hai -
Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar,
Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar. Itna
naam agar bhagwan ka lete to saat
janmon tak swarg mil jata (It has become
a fashion to say Ambedkar, Ambedkar,
Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar,
Ambedkar'. If they had taken God's
name so many times, they would have

got a place in heaven)," Mr Shah said,

taking a swipe at the opposition.Mr
Shah said the BJP is happy that the
Congress is taking Ambedkar's name
but the party should also speak about its
real sentiments towards him. He
pointed out how Ambedkar had to
resign from the first Cabinet citing his
disagreement with the then Congress-
led government's policies including
Article 370.Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge lashed out at Amit
Shah, saying the "insult" of Babasaheb
by the home minister "has once again
proven that the BJP-RSS were against
the tricolour, their forefathers opposed
the Ashok Chakra and the people of the
Sangh Parivar wanted to implement
Manusmriti instead of the Constitution
of India from the very first
day"."Babasaheb Dr Ambedkar Ji did
not allow this to happen, that is why
there is so much hatred towards him,"

Mr Kharge said.

"The ministers of the Modi government
should understand carefully that for
crores of people like me, Babasaheb
Ambedkar is no less than God... He is
and will always be the messiah of Dalits,
tribals, backward classes, minorities and
the poor,” Mr Kharge said in a post in
Hindi on X.In a post on X, Mr Ramesh
said, "Amit Shah has said something
very disgusting. This shows that the BJP
and RSS leaders have a lot of hatred for
Baba Saheb Ambedkar." "The hatred is

such that they are annoyed even by his
name. These are the same people
whose ancestors used to burn the
effigies of Baba Saheb, who
themselves used to talk about changing
the Constitution given by Baba
Saheb," the Congress leader said.

As the people taught them a lesson, they
are now annoyed with those who take
Baba Saheb's name, he
said."Shameful! Amit Shah should

apologise to the country for this," Mr

Ramesh asserted.

Congress general secretary in-charge

organisation K C Venugopal also hit out
at Amit Shah over his remarks."HM
Amit Shah, in case you didn't know -
Babasaheb Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar is
equivalent to God and the Constitution
he drafted is a Holy Book for crores of
people across the world. How dare you
speak about Dr. Ambedkar with such
disdain?" he said.

Delhi air quality remains 'severe’, thick
blunket of smog reduces visibility

»Delhi weather: Of
Delhi's 37 monitoring
stations, 32 of them
had AQI readings
beyond the 400-mark,
with the worst
affected areas heing
Anand Vihar, Burari
and Lajpat Nagar with
AQI above 480.

Delhi.Delhi-NCR  residents on
Wednesday woke up to a thick layer of
smog as the air quality index (AQI)

remained in the 'severe' category for
the third consecutive day with an
overall reading of 442.According to
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), the temperature
in certain areas of Delhi was above

7.6 degrees Celsius. The minimum |

temperature in Palam was recorded 8

at 7.4 degrees Celsius, while in
Lodhi Road, the minimum
temperature was recorded at 8.4
degrees Celsius. Humidity levels
fluctuated between 100 and 66 per cent
during the day.

Delhi’s 24-hour average Air Quality Index

(AQI) was recorded at 442 (very poor) at
7 am on Wednesday. According to CPCB
data, the Air Quality in 32 stations of
Delhi were in the 'Severe' category, with
Anand Vihar, Burari and Lajpat Nagar
having an AQI above 480. In
Jahangirpuri, the AQI was at 464, while
in Vivek Vihar, the AQI was at 455, and in
Rohini, the AQI was at 458. In Punjabi
Bagh, the AQI was at450.

Early morning visuals from the city showed
a significant reduction in visibility. At the
Delhi airport, low-visibility procedures
were implemented after the visibility
came down to 300 meters.

This is the third consecutive day when the
air quality in Delhi remained in the
'Severe' category. On December 16, the
authorities imposed GRAP-IV
restrictions in a bid to curb worsening
pollution levels.

The CPCB classifies AQI between 0 and 50
as “good”, between 51 and 100 as
“satisfactory”, between 101 and 200 as

“moderate”, between 201 and 300 as
“poor”, between 301 and 400 as “very
poor”, and above 400 as “severe”.The
primary pollutant on Wednesday was
PM2.5, with levels recorded over189.5
pg/m?at 5 am. These fine particles pose
significant health risks as they can
penetrate deep into the lungs and enter
the bloodstream.In the coming days,
Delhi may witness a further increase in
the cold wave with shallow fog in
various parts due to calm winds and
high humidity, as the IMD.

Meanwhile, the cold weather conditions

persisted in many parts of north and east
India on Wednesday, with minimum
temperature in parts of Kashmir dropping
several notches below freezing
point.Earlier on Tuesday, Srinagar
recorded a minimum temperature of
minus 5.3 degrees Celsius, down from
minus 3.4 degrees Celsius the previous
night, with water supply lines in many
parts of the city and elsewhere in the
Valley getting frozen due to the cold.
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US President-elect Trump
says India charges a lot of
tariff, threatens to impose
reciprocal tax

WASHINGTON. US President-elect Donald Trump
has reiterated his intention to impose reciprocal tariffs
in retaliation for the 'high tariff imposed by New
Delhi on the import of certain American products.

"Reciprocal. If they tax us, we tax them the same
amount. They tax us. We tax them. And they tax us.
Almost in all cases, they're taxing us, and we haven't
been taxing them,"Trump told reporters on Monday.

He made the remarks while responding to a question on
a potential trade agreement with China.Trump said
India and Brazil were among countries that impose
high tariffs on certain US products.

"The word reciprocal is important. if India charges us
100 per cent, do we charge them nothing for the same?
You know, they send in a bicycle and we send them a
bicycle. They charge us 100 and 200. India charges a
lot. Brazil charges a lot. If they want to charge us,
that's fine, but we're going to charge them the same
thing," Trump said at a news conference at Mar-a-
Lago.Responding to a question, his Commerce
Secretary pick Howard Lutnick said reciprocity is
something that is going to be a key topic for the Trump
administration.

"How you treat us is how you should expect to be
treated," he said.

The legal cases rankling
Spain PM Pedro Sanchez

MADRID. Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez is
grappling with a series of legal probes involving his
inner circle, including his wife, brother and former
transport minister, that have tainted his leftist
government. While the 52-year-old and his Socialist
party have dismissed the cases as baseless and part of
a right-wing "smear campaign", the judicial
onslaught has given his opponents fresh ammunition
to attack him.Here is a look at the legal cases facing
one of Europe's longest-serving leaders:

Wife

Sanchez's wife, Begona Gomez, has been under
investigation since April for alleged corruption and
influence peddling related to her time working at
Madrid's Complutense University following
complaints from two groups with far-right ties --
"Manos Limpias" (Clean Hands) and "Hazte Oir"
(Make Your Voice Heard).

She is also suspected of illegally appropriating software
financed by private companies and initially intended
for the universityThe 49-year-old was questioned by
a judge in July and is scheduled to testify again on
Wednesday at a Madrid court looking into the affair.

During an appearance before the conservative-
controlled Madrid regional parliament in November,
Gomez dismissed the corruption allegations as
politically motivated.

Ex-minister

Sanchez's former transport minister Jose Luis Abalos,
who used to be a member of his inner circle, is under
investigation for allegedly having taken kickbacks for
contracts to buy masks and other medical supplies in
2020 during the Covid-19 pandemic.According to a
court document consulted by AFP, Abalos may have
received "financial compensation” for his services in
the form of a house in the southern city of Cadiz
offered by the company that received the contracts.

The same company also allegedly paid the rent for a
Madrid flat occupied by a woman "linked" to the
former minister.

Israel's borders have shifted
throughout its history, action
in Syria may reshape them
again

JERUSALEM. Israel's prime minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu, entered Syrian territory Tuesday and
said Israeli troops would remain in the area
indefinitely, blurring the border with its northern
neighbor.Since its establishment in 1948, Israel has
never had fully recognized borders. Throughout its
history, the frontiers with its Arab neighbors have
shifted as a result of wars, annexations, ceasefires
and peace agreements.Now, the downfall of Syrian
President Bashar Assad has created a situation that
could once again reshape Israel’s borders.

As Assad was toppled early this month, Israel quickly
moved into the Syrian side of a 50-year-old
demilitarized buffer zone. Netanyahu described the
move as defensive and temporary, and said it was
aimed at making sure that none of the groups jostling
for power inside Syria threatened Israel.

But in Tuesday’s visit to the Syrian side of the buffer
zone, Netanyahu made clear that Israel plans on
staying for some time. Speaking on the windswept
summit of Mount Hermon overlooking Syria, he said
Israel would remain “until another arrangement is
found that will ensure Israel’s security.”Here is a
closer look at the evolution of Israel’s borders over
the years.

Israel’s establishment

In 1947, the United Nations approved a plan to
partition what was then British-controlled
Mandatory Palestine into Jewish and Arab states.
The contested city of Jerusalem was to be
administered by the U.N.This plan, however, was
never implemented. Israel declared independence in
May 1948, and neighboring Arab countries declared
war. That war ended with Israel in control of some
77% of the territory — with Jordan controlling the
West Bank and east Jerusalem, and Egypt in control
of the Gaza Strip.1967 Mideast warDuring the six
days of fighting of the 1967 Mideast war, Israel
captured the West Bank and east Jerusalem from
Jordan, Gaza and the Sinai peninsula from Egypt,
and the Golan Heights from Syria.Initially
celebrated by Israel, the lightning victory set the
stage for decades of conflict that continue to
reverberate today.Israel quickly annexed east
Jerusalem —home to the city’s most sensitive Jewish,
Muslim and Christian holy sites as well as its
Palestinian population.

Biden admin makes it easier for US companies
to hire foreign workers with H-1B visas

WASHINGTON. The outgoing Biden
administration has relaxed rules for H-1B
visas that will make it easier for American
companies to hire foreign workers with
special skills and facilitate a smoother
transition from F-1 student visas to H-1B
visas, a move that is likely to benefit
thousands of Indian tech professionals.

The most sought-after H-1B visa is a non-
immigrant visa that allows US companies
to employ foreign workers in speciality
occupations that require theoretical or
technical expertise. Technology companies
depend on it to hire tens of thousands of
employees each year from countries like
India and China.The rule, announced by
the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) on Tuesday, aims to provide greater
flexibility to employers and workers by
modernising the definition and criteria for
special positions and nonprofit and
governmental research organisations that
are exempt from the annual statutory limit
on H-1B visas.The changes will help US
employers hire as per their business needs
and remain competitive in the global

said.President-elect Donald Trump
will take charge as the next president of
the US after his swearing-in ceremony
on January 20.According to the DHS,
the rule also extends certain
flexibilities for students on an F-1 visa
seeking to change their status to H-1B
to avoid disruptions in lawful status
and employment authorisation for
students holding F-1 visas.It also will
allow US Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) to process
applications more quickly for most
individuals who had previously been
approved for an H1-B visa.lt will also
allow H1-B visa holders with a controlling
interest in the petitioning organisation to be
eligible for H-1B status subject to
reasonable conditions.

The latest move by the outgoing Biden
administration builds on its previous
efforts to ensure that the labour needs of
American businesses are met to reduce
undue burden on employers while adhering
to all U.S.worker protections under the law.

"American businesses rely on the H-1B visa

skilled talent, benefiting communities
across the country,"said Secretary of
Homeland Security Alejandro N.
Mayorkas."These improvements to the
programme provide employers with
greater flexibility to hire global talent,
boost our economic competitiveness, and
allow highly skilled workers to continue to
advance American innovation,"he
said."The H-1B programme was created by
Congress in 1990, and there's no question it
needed to be modernised to support our
nation's growing economy,"said USCIS
Director Ur M.Jaddou.The changes made

U.S.employers can hire highly skilled
workers they need to grow and innovate
while enhancing the integrity of the
programme, he said.The DHS said the
rule also strengthens the programme's
integrity by codifying USCIS' authority
to conduct inspections and impose
penalties for failure to comply; requiring
that the employer must establish that it
has a bona fide position in a speciality
occupation available for the worker as of
the requested start date.It clarifies that
the Labor Condition Application must
support and properly correspond with the
H-1B petition; and requires that the
petitioner have a legal presence and be
subject to legal processes in the courts of
the United States.In order to implement the
rule, a new edition of Form I-129, Petition
for a Nonimmigrant Worker, will be
required for all petitions beginning January
17, 2025, which is the rule's effective
date.In order to implement the rule, a new
edition of Form 1-129, Petition for a
Nonimmigrant Worker, will be required for
all petitions beginning January 17, 2025,

marketplace, an official

release

programme for the recruitment of highly-

At least 25 killed, dozens missing after
overcrowded boat capsizes in Congo

KINSHASA. An overcrowded boat
capsized on a river in central Congo on
Tuesday, killing at least 25 people,
including children, and leaving dozens
missing, officials and local residents
said.The vessel was believed to have
more than 100 passengers on board
after leaving from the town of Inongo,
northeast of the capital of Kinshasa. It
capsized a few hundred meters (yards)
into the journey along the Fimi River,
the latest such tragedy to strike Congo.

A search was underway for the missing
hours later on Tuesday as concerns rose
that the death toll could be far higher.

“There was overloading at roof level and,
as far as the lifeless human bodies are
concerned, at least 25 have been
recovered so far," said David Kalemba,
Inongo’s river commissioner.The
capsized boat was also loaded with
goods, according to Alex Mbumba, a
resident of the area. “Among the dead
are children, but it’s difficult to give an
exact death toll at the moment as ... the
boat had a lot of passengers,” said

Mbumba.Tuesday's wreck was the
fourth this year in the Mai-Ndombe
province, a region surrounded by rivers
and where many rely on river
transportation.Congolese officials
have often warned against overloading

and vowed to punish those violating
safety measures for water
transportation.However, in remote
areas where most passengers come
from, many are unable to afford public
transport for the few available roads.

At least 78 people drowned in October

when an overloaded boat sank in the

country’s east while 80 lost their lives

in a similar accident near Kinshasa in

June.The latest accident prompted calls

for the government to equip the

province with flotation devices.

“The government must act to improve
safety on the waters of our province
(because) navigation conditions are
dangerous,” said Mbumba.The
capsizing of overloaded boats is
also becoming increasingly
frequent in this central African
nation as more people are
abandoning the few available roads
for wooden vessels crumbling
under the weight of passengers and
their goods because of security
reasons.

The roads are often caught up in the

deadly clashes between Congolese
security forces and rebels that
sometimes block major access routes.
Hundreds have already been killed or
declared missing in such accidents so
far this year.

State-backed changes to demographics and cultural
identities keep tensions alive in post-war Sri Lanka

MULLAITIVU/ JAFFNA. In the
Tamil-majority northern province of
Sri Lanka, as a road turns uphill
towards Old Chemmalai, near the
scenic Nayaru Lagoon in Mullaitivu
district, there stands a statue of Lord
Buddha.The nation's Department of
Archaeology now recognises this place
as an ancient Buddhist site of
significance. Adjacent to the statue
stands the small Neeraviyadi Pillaiyar
Kovil. Local Tamil-speaking Hindus
say they have worshipped the Hindu
deity here for generations.In recent
years, this location has become a site of
contested identities; the latest report of
the Centre for Policy Alternatives
(CPA), titled 'The Intersectional Trends
of Land Conflicts in Sri Lanka,' terms
this a sign of increasing “Sinhala-
Buddhisisation” in the northern and
eastern provinces, where large numbers
of Sri Lankan Tamils and Muslims
reside.Raja Chinnathambi, secretary of
the Neeraviyadi Pillaiyar Kovil and
resident of Chemmalai, claims the
identity of the place has been altered
since the final Eelam War when people
of his village had to flee.

For generations, families from the village
had access to land in Old Chemmalai,
he says. This changed once the war
ended in 2009. The Sri Lankan army
has since set up a camp there, rendering
alarge part of that land inaccessible.

A Dboard erected by the DoA at the
contested religious site now prohibits
many activities, including land
clearing, logging, and cultivation.

The board installed by the Department of
Archaeology in Sri Lanka, prohibiting
various activities, near the Buddha
statue that has come up at Old
Chemmalai near Nayaru Lagoon in
Mullaitivu district. The board installed
by the Department of Archaeology in
Sri Lanka, prohibiting various
activities, near the Buddha statue that
has come up at Old Chemmalai near
Nayaru Lagoon in Mullaitivu
district.“Earlier, we had unfettered
access to this land. We would graze
cattle and pick forest produce. Now,
even observing festivals at our temple
has become difficult,” he says. Local
Tamil-speaking Hindus fought a long
and intense battle -- on the ground and
in the courts -- to retain their right to

worship here.The changes in
demography and cultural identity in
many places, with the support of state
agencies such as the DoA, are a major
cause of ethnic tension, especially in
the eastern province.Construction of
new Buddhist temples in Kuchchaveli
in the eastern district of Trincomalee
and of a Buddhist place of worship in
Kuruthurmalai in the northern district
of Mullaitivu, which was traditionally
used by Tamil-speaking Hindus to
worship Athi Shivan Iyanar, are some
of the widely-discussed instances of
this phenomenon.Pointing out how the
DoA focuses primarily on the
discovery of “ancient” Buddhist sites,
Mahendran Thiruvarangan, an
academic from the University of Jaffna
and member of the Jaffna People's
Forum for Coexistence, says these
decisions of these institutions are all
made at Colombo.“Maybe there is a
history to a particular site. But they (the
State agencies) don’t want to think
about how these sites undergo changes
over a prolonged period of time, that
they are fluid and there are overlapping
identities.

in the final rule will ensure that

which is the rule's effective date.

14 dead and hundreds injured after
a magnitude 7.3 earthquake in
Pacific nation of Vanuatu

WELLINGTON. At least 14 people are dead and
hundreds more are injured after a magnitude 7.3
earthquake struck off Vanuatu on Tuesday, causing
widespread damage across the South Pacific island
nation. Rescuers worked through the night trying to
reach some people yelling under the rubble.

The Red Cross reported the toll early Wednesday, citing
government sources. Widespread damage to
communications and other infrastructure has impeded
the release of official reports. Phone service remained
down.The earthquake occurred just before 1 PM at a
depth of 57 kilometers (35 miles) and was centred 30
kilometers west of Port Vila, the largest city in
Vanuatu, a group of 80 islands home to about 330,000
people. A tsunami warning was called off less than two
hours after the quake, which was followed by large
aftershocks.More than 200 people have been injured,
said Katie Greenwood, Fiji-based head of the Red
Cross in the Pacific, in a post on X. Vanuatu's main
hospital has been damaged and the water supply has
been compromised, she added.The UN humanitarian
office said access to the airport and sea port were
“severely limited due to road damage," which could
affect efforts to deliver aid.Residents were urged to
stay away from coastlines for at least 24 hours, and
until tsunami and earthquake monitoring systems
were operational again.Some people are trapped

Social media videos showed rescue efforts through the
night for people trapped in buildings, including a
three-story structure that collapsed onto its lower
floors.Amanda Laithwaite said her husband was
among rescuers searching for eight people they could
hear yelling inside, but their progress was slow.

Three people were pulled alive from rubble overnight,
her husband, Michael Thompson, wrote on Facebook.
In one video he shared, a dust-covered woman lay on a
gurney. Army personnel and civilians worked with
tools and shovels, Thompson said.

The country does not have capacity to cope with a mass
casualty event, Vanuatu-based journalist Dan
McGarry told The Associated Press. He had visited
Vila Central Hospital, where video shared by the
Vanuatu Broadcasting and Television Corporation
showed crowds outside.

Doctors were working “as fast as they could” at a triage
center outside the emergency ward, he said.

Embassies are damagedA building housing a number of
diplomatic missions in Port Vila— including those of
the United States, Britain, France and New Zealand —
was significantly damaged.The U.S. Embassy’s
Facebook page said all staff were safe, but the building
was closed until further notice. The office opened in
July as part of a push by the U.S. to expand its Pacific
presence to counter China’s influence in the region.

New Zealand’s foreign ministry said officials have
accounted for all but two of its embassy staff.
Australia’s foreign ministry said its workers were safe.

NSA Doval holds talks with Chinese foreign minister
Wang Yi on peace at borders, restoring ties

BEIJING. India and China's Special
Representatives for the border mechanism,
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval and
Foreign Minister Wang Yi met here on
Wednesday to discuss a range of issues,
including management of peace and
tranquillity along LAC and restoration of
bilateral ties frozen for over four years due
to the military standoff in eastern Ladakh.

Doval, who is heading the Indian delegation,
arrived here on Tuesday to take part in the
23rd round of the Special Representatives'
talks being held after a gap of five years.

The last meeting was held in 2019 in Delhi.

The talks began at 10 am China time.

The two officials were expected to discuss a
range of issues to rebuild the bilateral ties
following the October 21 agreement of
disengagement and patrolling in eastern
Ladakh between the two countries.

On Tuesday, China expressed optimism
about the talks saying that it is ready to
work with India to implement the
commitments based on the common

understandings reached between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
President Xi Jinping during their
meeting at Kazan in Russia on the
sidelines of the BRICS summit on
October 24.China is prepared to settle
differences with sincerity, Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman Lin Jian
told a media briefing here when asked
about the Special Representatives
(SR) talks.China is ready to work with
India to implement the important
common understandings between the
leaders of China and India, respect each
other's core interests and major concerns,
strengthen mutual trust through dialogue
and communication, properly settle
differences with sincerity and good faith,
and bring bilateral relations back to the
track of stable and healthy development as
soon as possible, he said.

The two SRs will discuss the management of
peace and tranquillity in the border areas
and explore a fair, reasonable, and mutually
acceptable solution to the boundary

question, as agreed upon during the

meeting of the two leaders in Kazan, the

External Affairs Ministry said on Monday.
After the Modi-Xi meeting, which was their

first after five years, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and his Chinese
counterpart met on the sidelines of the G20
summit in Brazil followed by a meeting of
the Working Mechanism for Consultation
& Coordination on China-India Border
Affairs (WMCC).The military standoff
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in

eastern Ladakh began in May 2020 and

} was followed by a deadly clash at the

Galwan Valley in June of that year
resulting in a severe strain in ties
between the two neighbours.Barring
trade, relations between the two
countries virtually came to a standstill.
The face-off effectively ended
following the completion of the
disengagement process from the last
two friction points of Demchok and
Depsang under an agreement finalised
on October 21.The SRs' meeting is
regarded as significant as it is the first
structured engagement between the two
countries to restore relations.Constituted in
2003 to comprehensively address the vexed
dispute of the India-China border spanning
3,488 km, the SRs mechanism over the
years met 22 times. While success eluded it
in resolving the boundary dispute, officials
on both sides regard it as a very promising,
useful and handy tool in addressing the
recurring tensions between the two
countries.
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Rohit Sharma avoids Mohammed
Shami question after Gabba draw:

NCA should answer

New Delhi India captain Rohit Sharma
humorously sidestepped questions about
pacer Mohammed Shami’s availability for
the ongoing Border-Gavaskar Trophy,
stating that only the National Cricket
Academy (NCA) could provide clarity on
his fitness. Following India’s hard-fought
draw in the third Test against Australia at the
Gabba, speculation intensified regarding
potential changes in India’s bowling attack
for the series' remainder.Shami’s name has
been a constant topic amongst Indian cricket
fans, who are eager to see the experienced
bowler join forces with Jasprit Bumrah and
Mohammed Siraj. However, lingering
concerns over Shami’s recovery from an
ankle surgery in November 2023 have left
the Indian management cautious.
Addressing the media post-match, Rohit
emphasised that the NCA would need to
certify Shami’s readiness before any
decision could be made about his inclusion
in the Test squad."l think it's high time
somebody from NCA talked about him.
That's our national cricket academy where

he is rehabing. Those guys are the ones who
need to come up and give us some kind of
update. But look, I understand he's playing a
lot of cricket back home, but there have been
some complaints about his knee as well. The
last thing you want is the player coming here
and then pulling out in the middle of the
game. You know what happens when that
kind of thing happens," Rohit said.

"There's no way we want to take that chance
unless we are like, not a hundred percent,
200 hundred percent sure. We're not going to
take any risk. But yeah, like I said in the last
press conference, the door is open. If those
guys at the NCA feel that he's okay to go and
recovered, and play, [ will be happy to have
him," he addedShami, currently at the NCA
in Bengaluru, has declared himself available
for the upcoming Vijay Hazare Trophy. This
development has complicated the possibility
of his joining the Indian Test squad in
Australia anytime soon.

Shami since his return from injury

The veteran pacer has been out of international
action since the ODI World Cup Final.
Following surgery and an extensive
rehabilitation program, Shami marked his
competitive return in the Ranji Trophy after
India’s dismal 3-0 Test series whitewash
against New Zealand. He also impressed in
the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy, further
fuelling calls for his inclusion in the ongoing
Australia series.

Vinicius Jonior and Aitana
Bonmati win FIFA best player

of the year awards

DOHA. Real Madrid star Vinicius Junior
finally got his hands on a big global player
award on Tuesday.Vinicius was named the
men's player of the year at the FIFA's "The
Best" awards, where Barcelona playmaker
Aitana Bonmati continued to clean up in the
prizes for women's soccer.The 24-year-old
Vinicius was so disappointed to lose out to
Manchester City midfielder Rodri for the
Ballon d'Or in October that he and his
Madrid team snubbed the ceremony in Paris
in protest.This time Rodri ended up second
to Vinicius by five points. The Brazil forward
was at the FIFA ceremony to collect his
award having travelled to Doha on Monday
with Madrid for the Intercontinental Cup
final against Pachuca."l don't even know
where to begin," Vinicius said in Portuguese.
"It was so far away that it seemed impossible
to get here. I was a kid who only played

football barefoot on the streets of Sao
Gongalo, close to poverty and crime.

"Getting here is something very important to
me. I'm doing it for many children who think
that everything is impossible and who think
they can't get here."Vinicius echoed those
sentiments in an Instagram post, where he
took a thinly-disguised dig at presumably the
Ballon d'Or voters — journalists from the top
100 countries in the FIFA rankings."Today I
am writing to that boy who saw so many
idols lift this trophy... your time has come,"
he wrote. "Or rather, my time has come. The
time to say ... yes, I am the best player in the
world and I fought hard for it."They tried and
still try to invalidate me, to diminish me. But
they are not prepared. No one is going to tell
me who I should fight for, how I should
behave."Vinicius has been subjected to racist
abuse in Spain and at one point earlier this
year said he was "losing my desire to play"
but added "I'll keep fighting."Bonmati won
the award for best women's player of the year
making it back-to-back prizes.

New Delhi.

New Delhi.

There was not going to be an opportunity for
Rana to start in our 11: Gujarat coach Klinger

«Gujarat Giants coach shed

light on some additions and
some omissions ahead of the
third season of Women's

Premier Leaque.

e )

CHENNALI Gujarat Giants, after finishing
last in the back-to-back Women's Premier
League points table, went into the mini-
auction looking to make a few important
changes.In an exclusive interaction with
TNIE, the Australian coach Michael Klinger
explained the auction strategies, hopes for
his players and future plans. Excerpt...

On acquiring West Indies' Deandra Dottin

She was definitely our target in that first set for
a few reasons. She's a match winner. She
brings power to our batting lineup and she
can bowl four quality overs for us, especially
through the middle and death and she's such
a versatile player and a match winner and
she's been part of championship teams
recently and, and that's what we were after.

I watched her closely recently in the WBBL.
She is someone who we're excited to have

with us.

On retaining Sayali Satghare in the squad

With Sayali, I suppose it's unusual for a team
to bring in areplacement last year. She didn't
get a game for us, but we retained her. Her
performance in domestic cricket has been
fantastic. She bowls during difficult period,
she bowls in the power play, she bowls at the
death. She bats in the top six in domestic
cricket. So we know she can give us some
useful runs if required. We know she can add
avalue in the batting area as well. So we had
a camp recently with our local players and
she was outstanding there as well. With the
ball and her execution when we tried to put a
bit of extra pressure on and set scenarios was
fantastic. We are really looking forward to
having her in the squad and no doubt she'll
win some matches for us this year.

On breaking bank for Simran Shaikh

Leading into the auction, we probably didn't
think she would go that high but she was a
player of interest for us in particular because
of her power and the strike rate that she
batted at in the recent Challenger Trophy.
Her strike rate was over 200. That's very rare
in women's cricket.We feel that we have a
local batting group who can play a very
similar way to probably a lot of the other
batters that were available. So we were
looking at someone different and someone
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who could bring power to our squad and she
was that player.She's had a taste of WPL in
season one with UP. We're really excited to
have her here and feel that she can win some
matches for us with a style about it.

On not picking former Giants captain Sneh
Rana

When we were strategising around the players
we were looking to retain, there was a clear
strategy to pick players who we thought
would have the chance of starting in our 11.
With us having Ashleigh Gardner as our
main offspinner and then two good left
unorthodox in Mannat Kashyap, Tanuja
Kanwar and of course with Priya Mishra,
there was just not going to be an opportunity
for her to start in our 11. And Sneh just didn't
quite fit that, but it was a really tough
decision because she is a high quality player,
I think when we made that decision, it was

R Ashwin retires: No’rhmg but respect for
him, says Australia's Nathan Lyon

Australia off spinner Nathan
Lyon paid arich tribute to R Ashwin after the
Indian spin maestro announced his
retirement from all forms of international
cricket on Wednesday. Lyon said he had
"nothing but respect” for Ashwin and hailed
his skillset as "incredible."Speaking to
reporters after the Brisbane Test, which
ended in a draw, Ashwin revealed that
Wednesday would be his last day
representing India in all formats. Widely
regarded as one of the greatest off-spinners
in Indian cricket history, Ashwin served the
national team with distinction. Across all
formats, he played 106 Tests, 116 ODIs, and
65 T20Is, taking a remarkable 775
wickets."Nothing but respect (for Ashwin).
Just the way Ash has conducted himself on
and off the field for a number of years now,
and his skill set is incredible. We've got
different opinions on different things,
there's no right or wrong. But to have those
conversations with a bowler like Ashwin is
amazing," Lyon said while speaking to Fox
Cricket.Earlier in the day, the Indian spinner
spent considerable time talking with Lyon.
Lyon said the duo spoke about 'different
variations, different tactics and

understanding what he's trying to do'. "We
are both very different. So our conversation
this morning was brilliant and I hope we

=

have more through the series and in the
future as well," Lyon said.

Ashwin, who played in the Adelaide Test, had

to make way for Ravindra Jadeja in the third
match of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy. India
used three different spinners in the first three
Tests of the series, with the team
management opting for Washington Sundar
in the opening Test in Perth.Asked about
this, Lyon told the Australian broadcaster:
"It's an interesting question. You've got
someone sitting [on the bench] with 530-odd
Test wickets and I'm walking to the ground,
scratching my head, saying 'What are you

§

doing?'. He's proven that he is one of the
world's best spin bowlers to ever play the
game." Ashwin's retirement comes in the
middle of the India vs Australia Test series.
He played just one Test in the ongoing
Border-Gavaskar Trophy. He was
named in the playing XI for the second
Test in Adelaide, which Australia won
by ten wickets. In the match, Ashwin
took just one wicket and recorded
scores of 22 and 7. Ashwin has long
served Indian cricket and is inarguably
one of the greatest off-spinners the
country has ever produced. He played
106 Tests, 116 ODIs, and 65 T20Is for
India, taking 775 wickets across all
formats.In Tests, Ashwin has claimed
his wickets at an impressive average of 24
and a strike rate of 50.7, including 37 five-
wicket hauls. His achievements extend far
beyond these figures. Ashwin retires as the
seventh-highest wicket-taker in Test history
and holds the distinction of being the highest
wicket-taking off-spinner in the format.
However, Nathan Lyon is expected to
surpass this record in the future.Lyon said he
expected Ashwin to play in Melbourne and
Sydney. However, Ashwin called time on his
career later in the day. "[It] more than
surprises me (that Ashwin didn't play).

Gabba Test: Convinced R Ashwin to stay for
pink-ball Test, reveals Rohit Sharma

India captain Rohit
Sharma has revealed that he asked
R Ashwin to stay on for the pink-
ball Test after the spinner
announced his retirement from the
game after the match in Gabba.
Ashwin, who played the game in
Adelaide, wasn't picked in the side
for the matches in Perth and
Brisbane.After a glorious career,
Ashwin decided to announce
during the post-match press
conference that he has retired from
international cricket completely.
Speaking about the retiring
spinner, Rohit revealed that he came to
know about Ashwin's decision when he had
arrived in Perth. The India captain revealed
that Ashwin understood the team's plans and
the combinations they would be going with
and hence decided to make the call after the
match in Brisbane."l heard R Ashwin’s

retirement when I came to Perth. I was not
there for the first few days of the Test. This
was in his mind since then. There are
obviously a lot of things that went behind it.
Ashwin, when he is in position, will be able
to answer that. He understands the kind of
combinations we are thinking. When we

came here as well, we were not sure
which spinner was going to play.
We just wanted to assess and see
what kind of conditions we get in
front of us. But yeah, when I arrived
in Perth, we had a chat and
somehow convinced him to stay for
the pink-ball Test match. It
happened so that he felt 'if  am not
needed right now in the series, then
I am better off saying goodbye to
the game.

“Keeping Ashwin in mind, if this is
what he thinks, we should allow
him to think that way. We should all

standby his call. That is what I am thinking

right now and that's the same mindset of

Gautam Gambhir as well. It's important a

player like him who has had great moments

with the team is allowed to make such a

call," said Rohit during the press

conference.

justafter she got 10 wickets in a Test match.
She's not in the Indian white-ball squads
either. She's a very good white ball player, I
was pretty confident she would get picked
up elsewhere and get an opportunity maybe
to play elsewhere. It hasn't turned out that
way for her. It was great to have her around
the group.
On England's Danielle Gibson
I think she's a high quality player. We were
very lucky to get her at base price. Probably
what helped us with that is she has been
injured the last few weeks but she's back
playing now.
hat probably helped not having other people
bidding for her, but she adds a huge amount
of versatility for us. She's a fantastic bowler
combined in all phases and can bowl very
well at the depth one of the best fielders in
the women's game and a power hitter.
On Prakashika Naik getting a nod
Prakashika Naik is another leg spinner who's
probably been the best performing leg
spinner in domestic game, especially the
Challenger Trophy. We have Priya Mishra
who's going great with India at the moment,
but maybe on occasion when we decide to
play two leg spinners if conditions suit.
They're gold dust in men's or women's cricket
if you get the right conditions and have two
high-quality leg spinners in the team.

Virat Kohli reacts to R Ashwin
retirement: When you told me, it
made me emotional

Former captain Virat Kohli said R Ashwin

made him emotional when he told him about
his decision to retire. In a heartwarming post
on social media, Kohli paid tribute to the most
successful Indian off-spinner, wishing him
the best for his post-retirement career.

Virat Kohli highlighted R Ashwin's match-

winning contributions in Test cricket and said
the off-spinner would be 'remembered as a
legend of Indian cricket'. Ashwin retired from
international cricket on Wednesday, minutes
after the third Test of the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy ended in a rain-affected draw."I have
played with you for 14 years and when you
told me today you're retiring, it made me a bit
emotional and the flashbacks of all those
years playing together came to me. I've
enjoyed every bit of the journey with you ash,
your skill and match-winning contributions to
Indian cricket are second to none and you will

always and always be remembered as a
legend of Indian cricket," Virat Kohli said in
his post."Wish you nothing but the best in
your life with your family and everything else
that it unfolds for you. With massive respect
and lots of love to you and your close ones.
Thanks for everything buddy," he addedVirat
Kohli and R Ashwin shared a warm embrace
during arain interruption in the dressing room
at Gabba, Brisbane on Wednesday, December
18. Ashwin and Kohli were engaged in an
intense chat on Day 5 of'the third Test, leading
to retirement rumours.Ashwin ensured the
rumours did not stay long as he announced his
retirement from all formats of international
cricket right after the end of the third Test.
Ashwin attended the press conference along
with India captain Rohit Sharma to confirm
his decision.R Ashwin's rose to the pinnacle
of Test cricket came under Virat Kohli's
captaincy. He picked up 293 wickets in 55
Tests, including 21 five-wicket hauls.

Ashwin played an integral role in India's home

series dominance during Virat Kohli's era as
captain between 2014 and 2021.

Ashwin was named the ICC Cricketer of the

Year and ICC Test Cricketer of the Year in
2016, becoming only the third Indian to win
the Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy for his
remarkable all-round performances that year.

R Ashwin retires: Sunil Gavaskar criticises
[ ] [ ] (] '
timing of spinner's unforeseen call

Sunil Gavaskar was critical of R
Ashwin's decision to retire from all
formats of the game midway through
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy on
Wednesday, December 18. Ashwin
made the decision right after the
Gabba Test ended in a draw.

New Delhi. Sunil Gavaskar has been critical of

the timing of R Ashwin's retirement call,
claiming that the spinner should have made
the decision after the end of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy. Ashwin would make the
shock call after the Gabba Test on
Wednesday, December 18, after the match
endedina draw.

The rumours had started to come in on

Wednesday morning when Ashwin was seen

sharing a warm embrace with
Virat Kohli in the dressing room
as the game was halted by rain.
Ashwin would then appear
alongside Rohit Sharma in the
post-match press conference
and announce his decision to the
reporters. Speaking to the g
broadcasters, Gavaskar said that
the shock call had now left the
Indian squad one man short. The
Indian legend feels that Ashwin
could have had a chance to
make it to the side during the
Sydney, where the pitch could
have offered support to
spinners.He could have said, listen after the
end of the series, I won't be available for
selection for India. What it does is that,
similarly when MS Dhoni retired at the end
of the 3rd Test in 2014-15 series, it leaves

you one short. The selection committee has
picked so many players for a tour with a
purpose. If there are any injuries they can
select from the reserve players to have in the
team. So, Sydney is somewhere where there

is a lot of support on offer for
spinners. So India could have
played with 2 spinners. You
never know. He could have been
there for sure. I don't know how
the pitch in Melbourne will be
like."Normally, you tend to
look at the end of the series.
That's it. In the middle, it is not
usual," said Gavaskar.When
asked if Washington Sundar
was ahead of Ashwin in the
pecking order, Gavaskar said
that could be the case. The
Indian legend ended by hailing
Ashwin as a fine
cricketer."Maybe Washington Sundar is
ahead of him. Rohit said he is flying out
tomorrow. So that's the end of Ashwin as an
international cricketer. He has been one heck
of'acricketer," said Gavaskar.
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Ranveer Smgh

REACTS As Paparazzi Ask Him About
Daughter Dua: 'Kah Mila Rahe Ho?'

anveer Singh and Deepika Padukone
welcomed their first child daughter Dua in
eptember this year. The couple has been
enjoying their parenthood journey.
Recently,Ranveer Singhwas spotted at the airport

and had a heartwarming moment with Paparazzi.
They asked him about his daughter Dua.In the video,

shared by Varinder Chawla, we can see Ranveer
walking outside the airport. Paps cheekily asked,
“Dua se kab mila rahe ho?". However, Ranveer did
not respond and just smiled. He showed thumbs up
while sitting inside the car. Fans too reacted. Fans
dropped heart emojis in the comment section.
Recently, Deepika was also spotted Deepika and her

Nothing Just

apoor

Making Qur Day With Her

Infectious Smile

in Bollywood. Apart from her acting prowess, she is also known
for her sense of fashion. The diva often treats her Insta fam with
her glamourous pictures and videos. For her recent Instagram outing, the
Aashiqui 2 actress opted for a black and white peplum t and matching pleated
skirt. “Early 2000s ke kaunse gaane sabse best hai 7??," the post caption reads.
he actress dropped a phot dump of her stunning outfit that she opted for a recent
ent. The first picture is a selfie wherein Shraddha is seen sporting a
minimal makeup look and flaunting her adorable
smile.

The next snapshot features a close-up shot of
\ the actress in which she is seen flaunting
her silky tresses open As soon as the
pictures were shared online, fans and

admirers were quick to share their

reactions to it. An Instagram user
wrote, “Is it allowed to be this muc
pretty huh??" Another person
added, “Looking just The Ek Villain
actress recently attended the Red
Sea Film Festival in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia. On the red carpet, she was
seen posing along with The Amazing
Spider-Man fame actor Andrew
W Garfield. Several pictures and videos

o of Shraddha with Andrew also went
"i’ viral.During a chat with Pinkvilla, the
/ Hollywood star showered praises on the
Baaghi actress and said, “We had a lovely and
very brief meeting on the red On the work front,
Shra ddha Kapoor was last seen in the horror comedy film
Stree 2: Sarkate Ka Aatank. Helmed by Amar Kaushik, the film also featured
RajKummar Rao, Abhishek Banerjee, Aparshakti Khurrana and Pankaj Tripathi in
lead roles.

S hraddha Kapoor is undoubtedly one of the most adored actresses

daughter Dua were spotted at the Mumbai airport in
afternoon. Although Dua was all covered up, the
cameras spotted her little hands. Deepika and Dua
were spotted just days after she was seen at Diljit
Dosanjh’s concert. Deepika was seen wearing a red
outfit and styled her hair into a neat bun. She opted
for a pair of chic sunglasses. She had Dua all covered
up. However, her tiny hands were seen.
Dua appeared to be asleep as they landed in
the city.

Singham Again, has sparked curiosity
among fans as he shared photos with
filmmaker Aditya Dhar. Both are seen
visiting the Golden Temple in Amritsar.
Looks like they are commencing the next
schedule of their highly anticipated film in
the city. Nothing As reported, the actor-
director duo wanted to visit the Temple
before starting the next schedule of the
film. The team shot for an elaborate
schedule in Bangkok earlier and this will
be their second sThis year in July, Ranveer
shared the big news on his Instagram
handle. Sharing pictures with co-stars
Sanjay Dutt, R. Madhavan, Akshaye
Khanna and Arjun Rampal, Ranveer said,
“This one is for my fans, who have been so
patient with me, and been clamouring for a turn like
this. I love you all, and I promise you, this time, a
cinematic experience like never before. With your
blessings, we embark on this great, big motion
picture adventure with spirited energy and pure
intent. This time, it’s personal."

Deven Bhojani And Prachee

Shah Paandya's Udan Chhoo
Makes Its OTT Debutf

v

ringing the unconventional story of a Gujarati

family, Deven Bhojani and Prachee Shah

Paandya starrer Udan Chhoo has finally
premiered on OTT, months after its theatrical
release. Directed by Anish Shah, Udan Chhoo has
exclusively premiered on ShemarooMe on
December 12, 2024, setting just the right mood for a
family viewing experience. Bring to the fore an
uncommon love story, the film also has a perfect mix
of humour and emotional depth, which makes it
even more special. It tells the story of Hasmukh
Mehta, a single father searching for a match for his
daughter Krina. Things take an interesting turn
when Hasmukh unexpectedly crosses paths with his
college sweetheart, Pankor, who is now a successful
entrepreneur. Ironically, Pankor is also the mother of
the potential groom, whom Hasmukh is considering
for his daughter. The unique narrative changes the
traditional matchmaking process into a chaotic
journey, marked by rekindled romance and Keeping
it light-hearted, the film explores the themes of
second chances at love and the challenges amid
societal norms, bringing a fresh and uniqu addition
to contemporary Gujarati cinema.Additionally,
actors like Deven Bhojani and Prachee Shah
Paandya take on the lead roles as Hasmukh Mehta
and Pankor, followed by Aarohi Patel, Aarjav
Trivedi, Alisha Prajapati, Naman Gor, Pratik Nanda,
and Sohni Bhatt who also deliver notable
performances. The exceptional casting, with fresh
pairings, brings a heartwarming story to life, making
anho a must-watch for all generations.

Deven Bhojani, known for his work in shows like

Sarabhai vs Sarabhai, Shrimaan Shrimati, Baa Bahu
Aur Baby, and Dekh Bhai Dekh among others,
expressed his excitement about the Udan Chhoo’s
digital release. Stating that his characte of Hasmukh
is a wonderfully layered person, he added,
“Working with Anish Shah, who brings such a fresh
and genuine vision, has been an absolute joy. The
way the film balances nostalgia with modernity
makes it relatable across generations," as per
medianews4u.

Juhi Parmar Shares How
Daughter Samairra’s, Family

Made Her Birthday Special

)

uhi Parmar is a proud mother of a daughter —

Samairra’s Parmar. Previously married to

Sachin Shroff, the actress shares the daughter
with her former husband and they have been co-
parenting their little bundle of joy despite the
separation. Known for her iconic role in the TV
show Kumkum — Ek Pyara Sa Bandhan and her
recent role in the web series Yeh Meri Family,
Parmar sat down for an interview, reflecting on
how her family, particularly her daughter, makes it
extra special for her on her Speaking with ETimes,
Juhi Parmar shared, “My birthday celebrations are
usually quite low-key. While I do host get-
togethers at times, most of my birthdays are spent
with my family and my close friends." Talking
about the thoughtful surprises that her daughter
treats her to, she added, “My daughter and my
parents are the greatest blessings in my life. Their
presence makes every day special, not just my
birthday. Samairra’s, my daughter, always goes
out of her way to make my birthday memorable.
She creates adorable handmade cards and leaves
sweet nJuhi Parmar also recalled the
heartwarming srprise she received on her birthday
last year. She took a trip down memory lane
andrevealed, “I wasn’t home at midnight, but
when [ returned, I found that she had decorated my
entire room with balloons and a lovely irtday
message. She ven left a heartfelt card. Though
shehad gone tosleep bythen, she had told my mom
to wake her up when I got home. So she woke up,
wished me, and then went back to Juhi Parmar rose
to stardom in 2002 after portraying the lead
character in the popular television series,
Kumkum — Ek Pyara Sa Bandhan. This character
made her a household name, garnering her
immense popularity and love. Recently, the actress
alo forayed into the OTT platforms, making her
debut with the comedy family drama Yeh Meri
Family 2. Created by Sameer Saxena, the OTT
series also starred Hetal Gada, Anngad Raaj and
Rajesh Kumar in lead roles.Juhi Parmar got
maried to actor Sachin Shroff. Years after the
marital bliss, the couple got divorced in 2018. She
is now happily leading a life as a single
mother.sleep."
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