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Touchstones: Rewriting
new histories

Anyone who has watched the shenanigans over the
past few days inside and outside our Parliament
will agree that the time has come to stand up and
publicly shame our political parties and their
representatives. What their strategists and leaders
hope to achieve by opting to shout down their
opponents rather than debating in a mature and
civil way is something only they can enlighten us
about. As viewers who tuned in each afternoon to
hear a tribute to our Constitution and the
outstanding men and women who spent long hours
drafting it, the sight of sloganeering and crude
insults was a betrayal of the mandate they were
given by the citizens of India, that is Bharat.

A commentator wisely observed that we did not need
Nehru explained by the ruling party or Savarkar by
the Opposition. We wanted an acknowledgement
of their contribution to the making of this nation.
As for the fisticuffs exchanged over Ambedkar, the
less said the better. Any respect for the founding
fathers or the perfect roadmap they had placed
before a new nation was the least of their concerns.
‘My Daddy strongest’is what their understanding
of history is all about. From pre-historic myths to
lies and falsehoods about the present, these ill-
educated representatives betrayed their essential
idiocy and arrogance. As an Indian voter who was
born the year India received its Constitution, I
regard with utter disgust those who were handed it.
‘Bandar ke haath nariyal,” as my mother would
say: a coconut placed in the hands of a monkey.
The outcome is so predictable that it does not need
any explanation.However, I have come to the
conclusion that this is the result of the Indian
attitude to history in general. In a country that grew
out of an oral tradition, myths, mythology,
religious and superstitious beliefs often constitute
a version of ‘history’ that is widely regarded as
Truth. I remember an old article that the late
Sharada Prasad (Indira Gandhi’s long-time press
adviser) had written as an aside in an obituary for a
distinguished colleague. He wondered how we can
recall the rishi we have descended from (our
gotra), but cannot trace the ancestry of our family
beyond three generations. Is this because
civilisations that cremate their dead raise no graves
or memorials, or do not have a parish church (as
Christians do) with records of births and deaths
that go back many generations? Or is it because
our belief in rebirth never really regards death as a
final end. The soul is simply born in another home
and family.The rigour of research and
documentary evidence is less important in such
cultures than the store of memories preserved in
lore and epics. That a man can be a complex
personality of many attributes and that preserving
just one aspect of his character while deliberately
suppressing the uncomfortable truths that must
also be accepted, is not in our national character.
Added to this is the fact that history teaching, as
also literature and other liberal arts, no longer
enjoys the importance it did in an earlier
generation. Economics, commerce, mathematics
and management studies are the stars alongside
engineering and computer science. A certain side
of the brain is largely underdeveloped. Education
is now more attuned to these rising areas that
encourage learning by axioms and laws. The
spaces for questioning and debating have been
steadily receding.In a country that has a large and
growing population under 18, even Rajiv Gandhi’s
time appears to some as ancient history. William
Dalrymple has correctly observed that our
academic historians are more concerned with
polemical debates among themselves, often
written in such abstruse and dense jargon that
people prefer the simple (often naive or
mischievous) history offered by WhatsApp
university. | must say he has a strong point. History
itself is now written from narrow specialisations
divided among gender, caste, economics, human
rights, or even climate issues.I want to turn now to
remember the great Zakir Hussain, tabla maestro,
great human being and a performer who took his
audience to rapturous heights. I was fortunate to
spend some time with him when he came to
Chandigarh as a Spic Macay guest; his sessions
with the students were truly memorable. Each time

The tragic death of 11 Indian nationals

In March this year, a wedding

IN January, a 10-year global study of positive

he shook his curly head, the girls swooned. He was
a young, handsome man and had a strong sense of
appeal across generations.

Consumers Beware! Ensure safe use of portable generators

The biggest lesson from tragedies such as in Georgia is that generators should never be kept indoors

working at a restaurant in a ski resort
in Gudauri, Georgia, from generator
exhaust fumes is a grim reminder of
the risk of carbon monoxide
poisoning from portable
generators.What is most -
heartbreaking about these tragedies, =
whether in Georgia or in India, is that
they can be easily prevented with
consumer education, proper warning
labels and a mandatory safety feature
that automatically shuts off the
appliance when the carbon monoxide
(CO) concentration in the air goes
beyond the permissible levels.The
incident in Georgia grabbed wide
media attention in India, but many
such avoidable tragedies caused by
portable generators in different parts
of the country go mostly unreported.
So much so that we do not have
proper statistical data. However, even
what little gets reported should cause
concern.

i

celebration in the picturesque
Ramban, Jammu and Kashmir, took a
tragic turn when five persons had to
be rushed to the hospital with acute
CO poisoning from the generator kept
running inside the building. While an
18-year-old boy was declared dead, the other four
were said to be in critical condition.In February
last year, three persons in a village in Gajapati
district of Odisha were affected by the lethal
emission from the generator. Here, too, of the three
people who went to sleep with the generator
running close-by, two were found dead in the
morning and one had to be admitted to hospital.In
most cases, the tragedies happen when the victims
are sleeping — the nature of CO is such that they
may not become aware of the danger to their lives.
Even when the victims are awake, the gas causes
confusion, lethargy and loss of control of limbs,

i

i

i

i3

biggest lesson that needs to be learnt from these
tragedies is that generators should never be kept
indoors. Even outside, these must not be kept close
to open windows or doors; in fact, these must be
placed in such a way that the emissions are directed
away from occupied structures. Bold, eye-catching
labels, warning consumers against keeping the
generator in enclosed spaces, are critical.

Manufacturers should also equip the generator with

an automatic cut-off switch that shuts down the
machine when the CO concentration reaches the
predetermined threshold limit. These steps, along
with consumer education, would go a long way in
safeguarding the interests of consumers.

making it difficult to escape to safety. In higher Another appliance used extensively during the cold

concentrations, it leads to loss of consciousness,
long-term heart and brain damage, and death.The

winter months that has been responsible for CO-
induced deaths in the country is the non-electric,

Confront doping

portable, unvented room heater. Whether they
work on LPG or natural gas, kerosene or
diesel, wood or coal, without adequate
ventilation, they all pose the risk of fatal CO
poisoning.

In the last week of January this year, two
members of a family, including a three-month-
old baby, died while a third member was
hospitalised in Noida. The culprit was the
LPG-fired room heater operated in a closed
bedroom without any ventilation. In January
last year, the lives of four members of a family
were suddenly cut short in Sitapur, Uttar
Pradesh. Here again, the family had kept the
gas heater switched on in a room without any
ventilation.

Given the popularity of these appliances in the
cold winter months and the avoidable deaths
caused by them, we must have stringent safety
and quality standards for them. The standard
should also provide for an automatic safety
switch that cuts off fuel supply to the heater
and shuts it down in case the CO level in the
room goes beyond the safe limit. And the
standard should be made mandatory.

I'must also remind manufacturers that they have
aresponsibility not only to ensure the safety of
their products, but also to educate consumers
on their safe use. Under the Consumer
Protection Act, 2019, failure to provide
adequate instructions on the correct usage can
invite product liability action.

I would also recommend popularisation of carbon

monoxide alarms and subsidies to make them
available at low prices, so that they become
affordable. In my article, ‘Bring fuel burning room
heaters under the ambit of safety norms’, published
in these columns on January 7, I explained why CO
levels go up to alarming levels when these fuel-
based heaters are used in an unventilated room and
the effects of the toxic gas on those inhaling them.
So, I will not go into those details here. But [ will,
once again, warn consumers about the risk of CO
poisoning from appliances that run on fossil fuels
operated in enclosed spaces, including coal
braziers or angeethis.I would also advise
consumers to always turn off the heater (even
electric ones) before going to bed.

Hisar revelation a blot on Indian sport

doping cases by minors named India as the
second worst country, after Russia. Some months
later, a report by the World Anti-Doping Agency
concluded that India recorded the highest
number of drug cheats in 2022. An expose by The
Tribune highlights why the dubious distinction is
no aberration. Used syringes and empty vials
were found stuffed in a washroom during a state
boxing championship held in Hisar. That the
telltale signs of rampant doping came to light in
Haryana, a state that is considered a shining
example of nurturing excellence in sport, makes
it even more disturbing. Such blatant
malpractices point to an environment of
complicity. It’s a blot on Indian sport and reflects

unwillingness to confront the malaise.
The lack of awareness among sportspersons and coaches as
well as the neglect in conducting anti-doping campaigns

are major structural flaws. What must not be ignored is the
widely held notion among athletes of losing out in terms of

A silent plea from peregrine falcon, nature’s fastest flier

a career without a podium finish. The
widespread use of banned performance-
enhancing substances and fudging age are
seen as quick-fix methods for winning a
medal at any cost. The goal is not sporting
glory per se, but the windows that open.
For the vast majority, that means a
government job. After the success of the
Indian Premier League in the cricket-
crazy country, India Inc has been pushing
the boundaries in supporting various
sporting disciplines. Encourage and
incentivise the private sector to do more.
Create ample opportunities for athletes,
while sending out a clear message that
doping has no place in sport.For those
entrusted with checking doping, the track
record has been dismal. A culture founded on fraud defeats
the very purpose of sport.

The bird is capable of reaching speeds of over 300 km per hour, with the highest recorded speed of 389 km per hour.

The landscape stretched like an infinite canvas as we
gazed across the desolate expanse of Sambhar Lake ona
hazy winter morning. Sambhar is India’s largest inland
saltwater lake, nestled in the arid environs of Rajasthan
and surrounded by the Aravalli hills, boasting a healthy
population of both local and migrant avifauna. Leaving
the waterbirds for the afternoon once the fog had lifted,
we ventured into the lake’s drier reaches, drawn by the
promise of raptors, who would be stirring up from their
roost and getting ready to hunt.

It wasn’t long before our patience was rewarded. Two
swift silhouettes streaked across our field of vision,
darting with remarkable speed toward the horizon.
Thrilled by the unfolding drama of a hunt yet striving to
maintain restraint lest we frighten the birds, we slowly
drove towards their landing. It turned out to be a
peregrine falcon, the speed merchant of the avian
kingdom, that had laid a pigeon to rest.

The peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus) is known to be

the fastest flying bird, capable of reaching speeds of

over 300 km per hour, with the highest recorded speed
of 389 km per hour. A medium-sized raptor, peregrine
falcons are avivores, specialising in hunting other birds,
especially pigeons, ducks and doves.A sharp eyesight,
believed to be eight times stronger than humans, helps
them spot prey from a height, from where they execute
high-speed dives, or hunting stoops, aided by an
aerodynamic body profile, and powerful wings and
muscles. Armed with powerful talons and beak, they
catch and kill their prey in mid-air. As apex predators,
they help control the populations of their prey, which
includes a variety of bird species, ensuring that the
populations do not exceed the carrying capacity of the
ecosystem, thereby contributing to its overall health and
stability.Peregrine falcons are found on every continent

except Antarctica, showcasing their incredible
adaptability to various environments, from urban
landscapes to the wilderness. In India, they are found as
both residents as well as migrants from colder regions
during winter, inhabiting diverse habitats such as high
mountains, hills, stony semi-deserts, coastal regions
and open wetlands near cliffs. The species faced a
severe decline in the mid-20th century due to the
widespread use of DDT, which caused the thinning of
their eggshells. Conservation efforts, including banning
of the pesticide in the 1970s, combined with captive
breeding programmes, have successfully revived their

numbers.Historically, falconry, the art of training birds
of prey to hunt, was practised by royalty and nobility,
and the peregrine falcon, with its speed and agility, was
particularly prized for its hunting skills. Despite an
overall decline in this practice, falconry still remains
vibrant in many countries. Many countries in Central
Asia and the Middle East celebrate it as part of their
cultural heritage, highlighting the enduring bond
between humans and birds of prey.

Recognised by UNESCO as an Intangible Cultural
Heritage, modern falconry attempts to blend tradition
with sustainable practices. Captive breeding ensures

they are not caught from the wild. It is also made sure
that the species they hunt are not endangered.
Peregrine falcons are revered symbolically across
indigenous cultures worldwide, portrayed as symbols
of endurance, agility and loyalty by the Bedouins,
revered as symbols of resilience and freedom by
native Americans, and venerated as messengers of the
spirit world by the Inuits. In India, there are some
references to them in Rajasthani and Gujarati
folklore, and they were highly prized and celebrated
by the Islamic dynasties of medieval India, who
brought with them the art of falconry into the
subcontinent.Despite their successful recovery from
the brink of extinction, peregrine falcons still face
numerous threats. Urbanisation, deforestation and
infrastructure projects have reduced their natural
nesting sites, particularly cliffs and rocky outcrops.
Persistent use of harmful pesticides and industrial
pollutants also pose a significant risk, as these toxins
accumulate in their prey. Shifts in weather patterns
due to climate change affect prey availability and
migration routes. Demand in the falconry trade leads
to increased poaching and illegal trafficking.In
Sambhar, we also witnessed the negative fallouts of
unsustainable tourism, as over-zealous visitors raised a
dusty ruckus driving fast across the otherwise placid
landscape, eager to flaunt their off-road vehicles,
brazenly disturbing the bird’s natural habitat and
behaviour.We were fortunate to follow our bird for
nearly four hours, as it devoured the last bits of its kill
and then settled down on a rock for a quick nap. As it
departed for another perch after giving us a generous
sighting, its flight seemed to carry a silent plea: to tread
lightly, to honour the wild, and to preserve the fragile
harmony of nature.
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GSTR-9 simplified: Filing,
features, deadlines and
other details

NEWDELHI. GSTR-9is the annual return to be filed
by taxpayers registered under Goods and Services
Tax (GST), offering a comprehensive overview of
sales, purchases, and the GST charged and paid
during the financial year.

KEY FEATURES OF GSTR-9

This return consolidates data from various
monthly/quarterly returns, including GSTR-I,
GSTR-2A, GSTR-2B, and GSTR-3B, for the entire
financial year. It contains detailed information on
both outward and inward supplies under different tax
heads—CGST, SGST, IGST—along with cess and
HSN codes.This thorough compilation allows for
effective reconciliation, ensuring that taxpayers meet
the necessary compliance standards.

WHO NEEDS TO FILE GSTR-9?GSTR-9 is
mandatory for GST taxpayers with an aggregate
annual turnover exceeding Rs 2 crore for the financial
year 2023-2024. However, the following categories
are exempt from filing this return:

Vivad Se Vishwas Scheme
2024: What is it and how to
avail it

New Delhi. The Vivad Se Vishwas Scheme 2024,
introduced in Budget 2024, provides taxpayers
with an opportunity to settle pending disputes
with the Income Tax Department. By paying the
disputed tax amount along with a specified
percentage, taxpayers can resolve disputes an
avoid penalties and interest.If the payment and
Form-1 submission are completed by December
31, 2024, the taxpayer can settle at a lower cost.
Post this date, higher amounts apply.Those with
pending appeals, writ petitions, or special leave
petitions as of July 22, 2024.

Individuals who filed objections before the Dispute
Resolution Panel (DRP) before July 22,2024, and
await a decision.Cases where the DRP issued
directions, but the assessment remains incomplete
as of July 22, 2024.Taxpayers with revision
applications under Section 264 pending on July
22,2024,

WHY CHOOSE THIS SCHEME?

Experts highlight the benefits of resolving weaker
cases and saving on litigation costs. Small
disputes involving issues like capital gains,
warranty claims, or unsecured loans can be settled
efficiently. However, taxpayers are advised to
evaluate their cases and seek professional
guidance before opting in.APPLICATION
PROCESS AND FORMS

To apply, taxpayers need to submit:

Form-1: Declaration and undertaking.

Form-2: Acknowledgement certificate by the
designated authority.

Form-3: Payment intimation by the declarant.

Form-4: Order for final settlement by the authority.

Form 1 and 3 are submitted electronically on the
Income Tax Department’s portal.

This scheme is a valuable chance for taxpayers to
settle disputes and avoid prolonged litigation.
However, it is essential to assess the case’s merits
with tax consultants before applying.

We expect 2025 to be a
strong year for us in India:
Toyota

New Delhi. At a time when most automakers are
grappling with sluggish demand, Toyota Kirloskar
Motor (TKM) is achieving impressive double-digit
sales growth each month. This success is driven by its
strong SUV portfolio and the strategic partnership
between its parent company, Toyota Motor
Corporation, and Suzuki Motor Corporation.

The Japanese automaker is set to surpass the 3 lakh
annual sales milestone in the financial year 2025 and
expects this robust growth to continue into the next
fiscal year. Unlike other carmakers focusing heavily
on electrification, TKM has adopted a unique strategy
by offering a broader range of green powertrain
options, emphasizing its ultimate goal of reducing
carbon emissions.

In an interaction with TNIE’s Arshad Khan, Vikram
Gulati - Country Head of TKM and Sabari Manohar -
Vice President of Sales at TKM discuss Toyota’s
growth in India, their approach towards different
powertrains and investments by the company. Edited
excerpts:Competition is launching one EV after
another. When can we see an EV from Toyota?

Toyota’s journey with electic vehicles (EVs) started as
early as 1997. Next year, we are poised to sell
approximately 1.5 million EVs globally, reflecting
the progress and leadership we’ve established in this
domain. EV technology itselfis not a challenge for us,
given our experience with selling over 29 million
electrified vehicles worldwide, most of which are
hybrids. Our approach is not tied to a specific
technology but rather to meeting societal needs. We
aim to provide practical and greener solutions that
align with societal demands, national goals, and the
aspirations of consumers. For us, all technologies are
open.

What do you think will be the mix between different
powertrains in the next five years or so?

What’s happening globally is very difficult to predict.
People were talking about the death of ICE and all but
all the numbers are being rewritten. Predicting the
future of automotive technology is challenging due to
unforeseen factors such as COVID-19 disruptions,
supply chain issues, and evolving geopolitical and
geoeconomic scenarios. However, we believe that the
future will rely on multiple technologies coexisting to
serve diverse needs. For instance, the government of
India is pushing for biofuels like ethanol and
compressed biogas (CBG), which are already
showing significant environmental and economic
benefits. Toyota’s market share in India has grown
significantly in the last few years. What are your
future aspirations in terms of market position?

While we have seen our market share grow from under
5% in 2019 to nearly 8% now, we don’t chase specific
numbers. Our philosophy is to focus on providing
value through reliable products and exceptional
customer service, which naturally translates into
growth.

.
As against this, in the entire

Banks’ profits spike in first 9 mths of 2024

fiscal 2024, they had earned Rs

3.12 lakh crore—Rs 1.66 lakh

crore by private sector banks and

Rs 1.46 lakh crore by their public

NEW DELHI. For the first time

sector peers.
L ]

MUMBALI. Banks have raked in as much as

Rs 2.7 lakh crore in net income in the first
nine months of 2024. Going by all
indications, public sector lenders are set
to overtake their private sector peers in the
profitability sweepstake this year.Of the
system wide profit of Rs 2.7 lakh crore, Rs
1 lakh crore came from the January-
March quarter of the year and the rest in
the next two quarters. Of this, public
sector banks raked in close to Rs 46,000
crore in the March quarter and Rs 85,520
crore in second and third quarters. Private
sector banks have made almost Rs 44,000
crore in the March quarter and R82,172
crore in the next two quarters by the top
seven (HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, Axis

Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, IndusInd
Bank, Federal Bank and Yes Bank) of
them alone.As against this, in the entire
fiscal 2024, they had earned Rs 3.12 lakh
crore—Rs 1.66 lakh crore by private
sector banks and Rs 1.46 lakh crore by
their public sector peers. While till last
year private bankers topped the
profitability chart, going by all
indications, the trend is set to reverse this
fiscal—thanks to the continuing stellar
show by the nation’s largest lender State

Bank of India this fiscal.Of the system-
wide profit of Rs 1.31 lakh crore in the
first nine months of the year by the state-
run banks, SBI alone booked R56,064
crore in the first three quarters of the year.
In the entire fiscal 2024, its net income
was Rs 61,076 crore.During this reporting
period, the second largest lender HDFC
Bank earned Rs 49,507 crore and the third
largest ICICI Bank raked in Rs 33,512
crore, which means just three lenders
contributed almost 52% or Rs 1.4 lakh

crore of the industry profit. This is
because, as against the past, this year
private banks are facing a lot of
headwinds on asset side, especially from
their unsecured books led by credit cards
and personal loans. Most of the pain in
the unsecured books is with the private
sector lenders and not the public sector
banks. The rising delinquency in the
credit card space—which has risen by
110 bps to 7.6% till the June quarter of
this fiscal and the same is set to spike
considerably.On the back of record
write-offs through the insolvency
route—as much as R12 lakh crore in the
past one decade, of which as much as Rs
9.9 lakh crore in the past five years
alone—banks have been able to clean
their books. But the irony is that average
recovery from these write-offs or bad loan
sales through the IBC route, has only been
around 24% so far, which means banks
lost more than three quarters of the public
money to defaulting corporate borrowers.
Of the total, banks write off Rs 1.7 lakh
crore in FY24 (consolidated data are not
available yet for the current year), Rs 2.8
lakh crore in FY23, Rs 1.75 lakh crore in
FY22, Rs 2.02 lakh crore in FY21 and Rs
2.341akh crore in FY20.

Airtel Gains Subscribers While Jio and Vodafone Idea
s Small Growth in October 2024

Lose; BSNL See

since the tariff hike announced
by private telecom operators in
July 2024, Bharti Airtel added
1.9 million subscribers in
October 2024. State-owned
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited
(BSNL) also gained 0.5 million
customers during the same
period.However, Reliance Jio,
India's largest telecom service
provider, continued to lose
subscribers, with a loss of 3.76
million, while Vodafone Idea
Limited lost around 1.97 million
customers.All private telecom service
providers raised their tariffs by up to
25% in July 2024. Following the hike,
these telcos experienced significant
subscriber losses. Reliance Jio lost
758,463 subscribers in July 2024, 4
million in August, and 7.9 million in
September 2024. Bharti Airtel lost 1.6
million in July 2024, 2.4 million in

s algorit

New Delhi. Technology should expand

the scope of human skills. There are
things that you can do yourself using
your skills. You can use technology to
support your skills and create
something even more potent than
before. The evolution of the stock
market is remarkable. There was a
time in India when it was a closed-
member group. From then on, it has
evolved into a vibrant trading system
with shares worth $5.5 trillion traded
daily.From days when physical paper
and settlement systems ran into weeks
or months, India can boast of being
among the most efficient trading
systems in the world. The settlement
of trades determines the efficiency of
such a system. The buyer should get
the shares or securities they seek, and
the seller should get the money at a
designated time.Investing in the stock
market is not for the faint-hearted.
While we have a stock market trading
system that guarantees all trades,
growing your money and protecting it
from losses and volatility is not

August, and 1.4 million in September
2024. Vodafone Idea, India's third-
largest telecom operator, lost 1.4
million in July 2024, 1.87 million in
August, and 1.5 million in September.

In terms of overall market share,

Reliance Jio held the top position with
39.99%, followed by Bharti Airtel at
33.50%, Vodafone Idea at 18.30%,
and BSNL at 8.05%.

mic tradin

guaranteed. For that, you need
knowledge or expert support.
Knowledge requires you to make all
the effort to understand the way prices
of securities move. You must know
the right time to buy or sell a security.

Expert support can come to you through

people who are registered, financial
advisors or research analysts. They
track fundamental and technical
factors that drive shares, bonds or
other securities like derivatives or
commodities futures. If you do not
want to use their advice and trade or
invest, you can always rely on mutual
funds to help you. Fund managers at
mutual funds are equipped to make all
the effort to identify the right time to
buy or sell securities. You can choose
your sectors or invest in a diversified
fund to benefit from their expertise.

There are portfolio management

services or wealth managers for the
more discerning investors. They give
personalised investment advice and
manage their portfolios for a
fee.Technology is rapidly changing

Overall, the mobile user base
continued to decline slightly. In
October 2024, total wireless
subscribers decreased from

September to 1,150.42 million at
the end of October, registering a
monthly decline rate of 0.29%.
This decline was observed in
both urban areas (from 628.12
million to 625.56 million) and
rural areas (from 525.60 million
to 524.86 million) during the
same period.In October 2024,
13.45 million subscribers submitted
requests for Mobile Number
Portability (MNP). Meanwhile, India
had 1066.67 million active mobile
users in October 2024. Bharti Airtel
Limited boasted the highest
proportion of active wireless
subscribers at 99.48%, followed by
Reliance Jio at 97.46% and Vodafone
Idea at 84.95%.

g for you

the way stock market trading takes
place. A lot of high-networth
individuals and institutional investors
use algorithm-based trading
systems.They feed the relevant data
and create trading and investment
strategies based on the target prices of
securities. Those programmes are fed
into the stock market system.An Algo
trading platform is facilitated by
application programming interfaces
or APIs that set rules and protocols,
allowing different software
applications to communicate and
exchange data.The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi), the
stock market regulator, announced a
consulting paper proposing to extend
technology’s benefit to individual
investors.If you are keen to explore
such a facility, there is a minimum
threshold for your investment. At the
same time, you must talk to your
financial advisor stockbroker before
enabling such a mechanism. Your
trading and investment strategy must
be based on your ability .

Know linear and
lateral thinking

NEW DELHI. As a result of geo-political
tensions, scheduled general elections in India
during the mid-year and in the USA towards the
end of the year as well as valuations that had sky-
rocketed, volatility during 2024 was anticipated
by many of us.

1,153.72 million at the end of What was not anticipated though was a fresh

indictment with legal implications on the Adani
group by the US SEC. The Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) who were already nervous about
the rich valuations of Indian stocks and had
already commenced profit-booking, then started
selling even more aggressively leading to a 10%
correction in the key indices.The silver lining
here was that an overheated market let off steam
and there were value picks available for the taking
among the lot of shares whose prices got
hammered down during the selling spree. Is the
selling over? Well, that is anybody’s guess but the
fact remains that, notwithstanding all other
constraints and negatives, the Indian economy is
clearly headed in one direction over the long-term
and that is — upwards.So, once the dust settles,
will those FIIs be back, sooner rather than later, on
a buying spree and will that trigger a sharp surge
in the Indian indices? Time alone can tell, though
as [ always say, if I were a betting man, that is
where my money would be. When that will
happen, ifit does, is really the tougher question to
answer.For long, at the guest lectures I conduct at
B-Schools I have spoken to the students about the
difference between linear and lateral thinking
while investing at the bourses. Back at my place
of work, we interact with a fair number of well-
educated High Net Worth Investor (HNI) patrons
from urban areas across the globe, who have
expectedly discussed the state of the market and
the road ahead with my team.

Most of them have even decided to top up their
investments via the SIP / STP route which, I
believe, is an optimal linear decision. A few of our
HNI patrons, as I have mentioned before in my
column, hail from rural areas across India and
what they lack in terms of educational ‘labels’,
they more than make up with their lateral thinking
ability to sense a killing whenever the opportunity
presents itself.A couple of them surprised us by
simply asking to invest fairly large sums via the
Lump-Sum route, sans any queries on the state
ofand outlook for the equity market. As a matter
of abundant caution and professional
compliance, my team did explain the pros and
cons of making lump-sum investments and that
too in a market that seems precariously perched
in the near-term. Well, their line of thinking was
simple.The investments they were making were
for their next generation and with a time frame
ofadecade in hand, they were confident that the
returns would be handsome.

Credit card defaults could hurt you badly now

With SC rejecting
30% cap on
credit card
interest rates,
card issuers will
now have more
flexibility to set
rates

MUMBAL In a big relief for credit card

issuers who are facing a rising tide of bad
loans since the past few quarters
(delinquencies are at nearing double-digit
mark now; in June 2024 quarter it soared
by 110 bps to 7.6%) the Supreme Court,
over the weekend, has given them a free
hand to set interest rates for late payments,
defaults and even on the outstanding dues.

Not that their hands were tied till now--in a

strict legal sense they were, but not in
practice as even when the matter was
subjudice since February 2009, card
issuers were regularly increasing their

interest rates which now
vary from a low of 45%
(3.8% per month) to a high
of 55% annually or 4.5%
per month on certain
cards.The December 20
ruling by a two-judge
Supreme Court bench of
Bela Trivedi and Satish
Chandra Sharma, goes back |
to a 2008 order of the
National Consumer
Disputes Redressal
Commission (NCDRC) that
capped credit card interest
rates at 30% per annum.

case of default by the credit-
card holders to pay before the
due date,” the NCDRC had said
in its order and capped the
annual charges at 30% saying
there is no justifiable ground for
adopting the highest rate of
interest here. With the 30% cap
going, card issuers will now
have more flexibility to set
interest rates on late credit card
payments, according to experts.
The order can lead to higher
charges for consumers who
miss timely repayments. It also
allows issuers to adjust rates

'Re

The top court ruling has put an end to the 16-

year-old case filed by foreign banks like
Standard Chartered Bank, Citibank,
American Express, and HSBC among
others, challenging the NCDRC order on a
petition by Awaz Foundation, a non-
profit. The apex court had stayed NCRDC
order in February 2009.The Reserve Bank
also opposed capping interest rates saying
it does not directly regulate banks on rates
rather is left to their boards.Petitioner
banks questioning NCDRC'’s jurisdiction
to fix a ceiling on interest rates said
advising interest rate is a statutory field
reserved for the Reserve Bank. NCDRC
had said charging interest rates in excess

of 30% was an unfair trade practice and
said in most markets the rates are under
25%. For instance, in the US it’s just 9.9%,
in England it’s 16.9%, Australia (18-
24%), and 24-32% in Hong Kong. But in
the Philippines, Indonesia, and Mexico,
credit card interest rates vary from 36-

based on market conditions and individual
risk assessments.

Banks now have the flexibility to charge
late payment charges higher than 30%,
especially from high-risk customers,
according to Gauhar Mirza of Cyril
Amarchand Mangaldas.

50%.“If the RBI is considered to be one of N card issuers can set interest rates that

the watchdogs of finance and the economy
and the prevailing credit conditions are
such as should invite its policy
intervention, then, in our view, there is no
justifiable ground for not controlling the
banks, which exploit the borrowers by
charging exorbitant rates of interest
varying from 36% to 49% per annum, in

align with individual credit risks, and
customers with poor repayment history
may be charged higher rates, helping
control defaults. Banks can also structure
credit card offerings more competitively
without being bound by an arbitrary cap,
according to Sanjay Gupta of SNG &
Partners.
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UP BJP MLA, 15 others,
Anti self'ReIiunce: AShwuni Muhuiun The case against BIP MLA Harish Shakya

. oy 1 . ]
legislator calls it "conspiracy
his brother Satendra Shakya and nephew,
and several business persons was filed on

charges of gangrape, fraud worth crores of
rupees and implicating a man in a false case.

New Delhi. Implementing data ) _—= \ rates. The introduction of data
exclusivity could impact India's exclusivity could put an end to these
pharmaceutical and - % benefits, forcing consumers to pay
agricultural sectors and public
health, Ashwani Mahajan, the
co-convenor of Swadeshi %

Jagran Manch, has said. In a
blog post on data exclusivity, !
Mr Mabhajan said the topic has
been a point of contention since |
the General Agreement on

Tariffs and Trade (GATT). I

Data exclusivity refers to the
period during which a
manufacturer cannot rely on existing data
to support the approval of a generic or
similar product. This prevents companies
from introducing generics or biosimilars
until the exclusivity period expires. As a
result, the introduction of affordable
alternatives is delayed, directly impacting
the consumer, particularly in sectors like
pharmaceuticals, where price reductions

the requirements of regulatory data
protection and global best practices on
data protection with the intent to introduce
new molecules and pesticides that have no
alternatives aimed at protecting major
crops from these losses due to new
invasive pests and diseases',” he writes.

India has consistently opposed data
exclusivity in trade negotiations. Its
withdrawal from the 2019 Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) was partly due to provisions
seeking to “extend pharmaceutical
corporations' patent terms beyond the
usual 20 years,” says Mahajan, adding
that such measures threaten access to
affordable medicines.“In many of the
FTAs on table, including UK, USA and
EU, this issue of data exclusivity 1is
definitely, a cause of major concern for
Indian industry, especially
pharmaceutical and chemicals,” he writes
inthe blog.

much higher prices for medicines.
Despite the government's clear stance
against data exclusivity,
multinational corporations (MNCs)
and foreign governments continue
to push for its inclusion, particularly
through Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs). While these efforts have
been largely unsuccessful for over
two decades, recent developments
signal a renewed push that could
harm domestic industries and public
health.One example, Mr Mahajan points
out, is a November 4, 2024, order from the
Department of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare. “As per this order a committee
has been constituted to explore and
examine the provisions related to data
protection for agrochemicals. This order,
has been issued on the pretext, ‘to study

Congress MP counters Narayana Murthy's
70-hour week: Working longer meaningless

New Delhi.
Chidambaram has criticised Infosys
co-founder NR Narayana Murthy's
proposal to work for 70 hours per
week, stressing on the focus of
efficiency instead of "meaninglessly"
working for long hours. He
called for a four-day working
week - 12 noon on Monday to 2
pm on Friday.Murthy has been a
vocal advocate for a 70-hour
workweek, believing it is
essential for India's growth and
competitiveness on the global
stage."Working longer is
meaningless, focus should be on
efficiency. Daily life is as it is a
struggle, battling inefficient and
substandard infrastructure and
amenities. Work-life balance is most He expressed disappointment over
important for good social order and India's transition from a six-day to a
harmony. We should in fact movetoa  five-day workweek in 1986. "I am
4-day working week. 12 noon on  sorry. I have not changed my view. I
Monday to 2 pm on Friday," Karti  will take this with me to my grave," he
Chidambaram, the son of former said.

Finance Minister P Chidambaram, The Infosys co-founder further said
tweeted on Sunday. India needed a stronger work ethic,

= \ﬂ i
post-patent expiry are critical to ensuring

affordable access to medicines.

Mr Mahajan says India's pharmaceutical
industry has been able to manufacture
generic versions of medicines as soon as
patents expire, often reducing the price of
medicines by up to 90%. This has led to
the establishment of government schemes
like the PM Jan Aushadhi Kendras, where
generic medicines are sold at discounted

NEW DELHI.A gangrape and fraud case has
been filed against 16 people, including a BJP
MLA and his relatives, in Uttar Pradesh's
Badaun district after directions from a local
court. The BJP MLA has, however, denied the
allegations and called them a "political
conspiracy".The case against MLA Harish
Shakya from Badaun's Bilsi seat, his brother
Satendra Shakya and nephew, and several
businessmen was filed under charges of
gangrape and fraud worth crores and
implicating the complainant in false cases.

According to the FIR, the dispute revolves around
land owned by a man identified as Lalit Kumar.
The BJP MLA and his associates allegedly
pressured the complainant and his family to sell
the land at Rs 16.50 crore, which was below the
market price of Rs 18 crore, the complaint read.

When the family resisted, they faced a series of
retaliatory actions, including implication in
false cases of murder and rape, along with
coercion and threats by the accused BJP MLA
and his accomplice, the FIR said. The MLA and
his associates illegally acquired portions of the
family's land, it alleged.The complainant also
alleged that the MLA and two of his aides'
gangraped his wife at his camp office on
September 17.Senior Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Brijesh Kumar Singh confirmed that a
case was registered against 16 people, including
the BJP MLA and his brother Satyendra Singh
Shakya, a revenue clerk, in compliance with the
court order, under the relevant sections of
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)."The court has
been informed. Inspector Manoj Kumar Singh,
in charge of Civil Lines police station, will lead
the probe," the SSP said.Speaking to news
agency ANI, Harish Shakya denied the
allegations, terming them a "political
conspiracy"."All these allegations are baseless.
This is a political conspiracy against me. An
investigation is being done by the police and
administration. I have faith in the investigation
and the judicial system.

New law repackaged sedition, should not be used to stifle dissent: High Court

New Delhi.The Rajasthan High Court & ﬁ@
has observed that Section 152 of the edly*
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)

Madhya Pradesh man dies in
accident, wife's 'preserve
sperm' plea stumps doctors

New Delhi. A woman in Madhya Pradesh’s Rewa made
an unusual request to preserve the sperm of her late
husband, leaving doctors and police at Sanjay Gandhi
Memorial Hospital in a state of dilemma. The tragic
incident followed the death of her husband, Jitendra
Singh Geharwar, in a road accident just four months
after their marriage.The incident unfolded when
Jitendra’s body was brought to the hospital for post-
mortem after police completed formalities. The
grieving wife initially refused the post-mortem but
later arrived at the hospital with a unique demand — to
preserve her late husband’s sperm so she could
conceive his child and cherish his memory for a
lifetime.

Since more than 24 hours had already passed since the
husband’s death, the doctors informed the woman that
the procedure could not be performed.Dr Rajneesh
Kumar Pandey, Head of the Forensic Department,
explained, “Sperm must be preserved within 24 hours
of death. Beyond this time frame, it becomes
impossible. Additionally, our facility does not have the
resources for such a procedure.”Disheartened by the
refusal, the woman created a scene at the hospital. It
took significant effort from the doctors and police to
pacify her.Eventually, the woman agreed to the post-
mortem, and the body was handed over to the family
for final rites.

BJP MPs, injured in Parliament
face-off, discharged from Delhi

Congress MP Karti Last month, Murthy stood firm on his
stance of working 70 hours a week
that had earlier snowballed into a topic
of debate. "First of all, I do not believe
in work-life balance," he said at the
CNBC Global Leadership Summit.

even suggesting earlier that Indians
should work 70 hours a week to help
the nation progress.Sharing insights
from his career, Murthy highlighted
how he had lived by the values he
promoted. He said he worked long
hours throughout his career,
spending up to 14 hours a day, six
and a half days a week, on his
professional duties. His routine, he
said, involved starting at the office
by 6:30 am and leaving only
around 8:40 pm, a commitment he
takes pride in.Murthy's position on
the work ethic in India has often
drawn parallels with countries like
Germany and Japan, which he says
rebuilt their economies after World
War 1II through hard work and
perseverance.His remarks came amid
continued debate over his previous
suggestion that millennials in India
should aim for a 70-hour workweek.
The suggestion had sparked mixed
reactions, with some agreeing on the
need for a stronger work ethic while
others criticised the idea as excessive.
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necessary for national
security."Explanatory provision thus

Sedition Law: The Rajasthan

hospital

New Delhi. Two BJP MPs who were injured during a
scuffle between the Opposition INDIA bloc and ruling
NDA members on the Parliamentary premises were
discharged from Delhi's Ram Manohar Lohia (RML)
Hospital on Monday, December 23.BJP MPs Pratap
Sarangi (69) from Odisha's Balasore and Mukesh
Rajput (56) from Uttar Pradesh's Farrukhabad
suffered head injuries in the face-off and were rushed
to Ram Manohar Lohia (RML) Hospital on December
19 for treatment.Speaking on the development,
Rajput's PA said that the Lok Sabha MP had
complained of a little giddiness and heaviness in his

head on Monday. However, given the high influx of

patients at the RML Hospital, the two MPs were
advised to go to Noida's Kailash Hospital for further
assistance.

The two Lok Sabha MPs were kept under observation in
the ICU and were shifted to a ward on Saturday,
December 21."The condition of both the MPs is much
better now, and they have been discharged," a senior
doctor said.

A face-off between the opposition and NDA MPs in
Parliament premises over the alleged insult to BR
Ambedkar left Sarangi and Rajput injured. The BJP
accused Rahul Gandhi of pushing the senior member,
a charge rejected by the Congress leader.On
December 19, trouble began when the INDIA bloc
members insisted on entering Parliament through the
BJP MPs holding a protest instead of using the space
left empty on one side of the staircase of the Makar
Dwar, used by members to enter and exit the building.
Rajput was also injured in the scuffle.

appears to be reintroducing sedition
laws from the scrapped Indian Penal |
Code (IPC) and should not be used to L
cripple legitimate dissent.Justice
Arun Monga also pointed out that the
BNS provision is similarly worded to
the sedition offence originally
introduced by the British.“It
criminalises acts or attempts that incite
secession, armed rebellion, or
subversive activities, or encourage
separatist sentiments that threaten the
country’s stability. Prima facie, it is
appears to be rather reintroducing
section 124-A (sedition) by another
name,” Justice Monga said.

“It is rather debatable as to which of two

provisions i.e. the one repealed
(sedition) or the one reintroduced is
more stringent,” he added.
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The High Court was hearing Sikh

preacher’s plea seeking quashing an FIR
under the same BNS section filed
against him after he posted a video on
Facebook expressing sympathy with
Canadian pro-Khalistan MP Amritpal
Singh.

The court ruled that there must be a

cautious application of Section 152 in
consonance with the right to freedom of
speech and expression. It also pointed
out that the provision should not be seen
as a sword against dissent but as a shield

provides the balancing Act. It balances
national security with individual rights,
ensuring that lawful political dissent is
not stifled under the pretext of
maintaining sovereignty," legal news
outlet Bar and Bench quoted the judge
as saying.

Justice Monga underscored that there

must be a direct and imminent link
between the speech and the likelihood
of rebellion or secession to invoke such
provisions.“Legitimate dissent or
criticism cannot be equated with
sedition or anti-national acts,” the court
said, also adding, "In cases involving
Section 124A (sedition) of the repealed
IPC, casual or rhetorical statements did
notamount to sedition, unless, of course,
they incite violence or public disorder”.

The BNS, which came into force on 1 July

2024, introduced the offence of 'Act

High Court observed that
legitimate dissent or criticism
cannot he equated with
sedition or anti-national acts.
It also pointed out that the
new BNS provision is similar to
sedition.

endangering sovereignty, unity and
integrity of India', replacing section
124A of the IPC, which defined the
offence of Sedition.While the
government has asserted that it has
"completely repealed" the sedition laws,
the opposition has accused the new law
of being a vague replica of the old
sedition law, with the potential for
misuse.

Delhi Transport Department plans to implement Al-powered virtual

Department plans to implement Al-
powered virtual assistance solutions to
enhance service delivery, streamline
processes, improve service quality, and
reduce delays in document verification
and other processes.This system aims to
eliminate the need for applicants to visit
offices, operational glitches and provide
faceless services on time, said officials.
A senior official from the Transport
Department stated that currently, 47
services offered by the department,
including vehicle registration, transfer of
vehicle ownership, duplicate registration
certificates (RC), and no-objection
certificates (NOC), are faceless.
Approximately 2.6 million people have
benefitted from these services.“The
number is expected to grow significantly
in the next decade... But the current
system is purely managed manually by
staff to review and approve the
applications for the different services,
visit offices for the inquiry for proper
information, and there is no dashboard

for decision making and no visibility
of the work done by staff for the
applicants. So, to end this, the
Department has come up with this
plan,” said a senior official from the
Transport Department.“By
introducing the power of Al to assist
applicants and staff for document
verification, the turnaround time can
be improved and delight the
applicants and staff. Use of Al as
virtual assistant to the applicant’s
query will improve the quality of
service and avoid visits to the office,”
said an official.Under this project, the
Department plans to implement three
key solutions using Al technologies,
designed to transform key areas of the
department’s operations, such as
‘automated document verification’
process, ‘virtual assistance’ and ‘Al-
powered dashboard’ integrated with the
Transport Department’s website.“For
the automated document verification
process, the Department wants to bring
an Al-powered tool that detects

discrepancies in the uploaded documents
such as Aadhaar card on the Vahan and
Sarathi portals and ensures data matches

the user’s application... So that the
legibility is improved, notifies users of
errors, and speeds up the verification
process,” said an official.

Officials said that once developed, the

Department will implement the solution
for 13 services in phase-1 for testing
purposes, such as NOC service, transfer
of ownership, change of address in the
driving licence, new vehicle registration
certificate (RC), duplicate RC, new

3l |assistance, dashboard to reduce pendency and improve service quality

NEW DELHI. The Delhi Transport

permit issuance, renewal of permit,
renewal of permit home
authorisation, renewal and duplicate
of fitness certificate, new learner’s
licence, driving licence and renewal.
After analysing the results on these
13 services, the same solution will be
extended to cover the remaining 34
citizen services in the next phase.
The second solution will be
development of Al virtual assistant
(ChatBot, GenAl), which will be
integrated into the Department’s
website to assist citizens and staff in
English and Hindi.“It will answer
queries on services, required documents,
application status etc...and help the
people step by step... It will also identify
errors, provide solutions, and offer quick
access to relevant resources across 47
services, improving the overall user
experience,” said officials.Further, the
department also has plans to develop an
Al powered ‘Analytics Dashboard’ to
provide advanced analytics for both
department and citizens.
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Trump appoints Indian
American entrepreneur as
senior policy advisor on
Artificial Intelligence

SAN FRANCISCO.US President-elect Donald Trump
on Sunday named Indian American entrepreneur,
venture capitalist and author Sriram Krishnan as
Senior White House Policy Advisor on Artificial
Intelligence."Sriram Krishnan will serve as the Senior
Policy Advisor for Artificial Intelligence at the White
House Office of Science and Technology Policy,"
Trump said on Sunday as he announced a number of
appointments on artificial intelligence or AL

Krishnan, who has previously led product teams at
Microsoft, Twitter, Yahoo!, Facebook and Snap, will
work along with David O.Sacks who will be the
White House Al & Crypto Czar."Working closely
with David Sacks, Sriram will focus on ensuring
continued American leadership in Al and help shape
and coordinate Al policy across government,
including working with the President's Council of
Advisors on Science and Technology.

Sriram started his career at Microsoft as a founding
member of Windows Azure," Trump said.

Krishnan said, "I'm honored to be able to serve our
country and ensure continued American leadership in
Alworking closely with David Sacks."

Krishnan's appointment has been welcomed by the
Indian American community.

"We heartily congratulate Sriram Krishnan and are
delighted that he has been appointed by President-
elect Donald Trump as Senior Policy Advisor in the
White House Office of Science and Technology
Policy," said Indiaspora's executive director Sanjeev
Joshipura."For several years, Sriram has been an
insightful thinker and influential commentator in the
artificial intelligence realm.His previous work
blending public policy, international affairs, investing
and technology will stand him in good stead as he
serves the nation in this important role," he added.

"As Indiaspora continues our convening and thought
leadership work on Al in the United States and
abroad, we look forward to engaging closely with
Sriram," Joshipura said.

Affecting Reputation™:
Malaysia Airlines Grounds
New Airbus Jet Over Safety

World. Malaysia Airlines has grounded its new Airbus
A330neo jet just days after its maiden flight because
of technical issues, local media reported, another
operational setback for the national carrier.

"The root cause is coming from the factory and it is
affecting the reputation and brand of Malaysia
Airlines," Chief Executive Officer Izham Ismail was
quoted as saying in the New Straits Times on Sunday

"Safety is paramount.  will notrisk anything on safety."

Ismail said technical faults with a new aircraft were "not
acceptable", adding: "To me, it's embarrassing."

The newspaper said plane's inaugural flight from Kuala
Lumpur to Melbourne on December 19 was marred
by technical issuesAFP was unable to get comment
from Malaysia Airlines.The airline has suffered
several setbacks this year, with reduced routes and
manpower issues.In 2022, it agreed to acquire 20
Airbus A330neo planes to update its fleet of
widebody jets.The A330neo, powered by Rolls-
Royce Trent 7000 engines, is considered more fuel-
efficient."We need Airbus and Rolls-Royce to
investigate the root cause of these issues on the brand-
new aircraft," Izham told the New Straits Times.

Rolls-Royce told the paper that it had found a faulty
component, while Airbus said it was ready to assist
Malaysia Airlines.

Demonic” US Man Beheads

1-Year-0ld Son, Injures
Wife, Mother-In-Law

World . A man in the US has been arrested for
allegedly beheading his one-year-old son with a knife
and attacking his wife and mother-in-law, officials
said.The accused, Andrey Demskiy, described as
"demonic" by the New York Post, first attacked his
wife and mother-in-law around 4 am on Friday. The
two women then fled the residence and called the
police.When the police arrived and attempted to
contact Demskiy at the residence, the 28-year-old
refused to answer the door and surrender
"peacefully", the Sacramento County Sheriff's Office
said in an official statement."A short time later,
Deputies learned that a one-year-old male child was
inside the residence alone with Demskiy, and that he
had possibly injured the child after throwing him," the
statement read.

Fearing for the child's safety, the police officers "forced"
entry into the residence and attempted to detain

Demskiy, who was "uncooperative" and became
"physically resistive", the officials said.

As they took him into custody, they recovered the
severed child's head in the bedroom where Demskiy
was contacted and detained.

Based on their investigation, officials said that Demskiy
was initially involved in a domestic violence incident
with his wife and mother-in-law and once they exited
the residence, he used a knife to behead and murder
his one-year-old son.He has been sent to the
Sacramento County Main Jail for the "gruesome"
murder and is scheduled to appear in court on
December 24.
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Trump vows to 'stop transgender

lunacy’ as o iopprlorliy

PHOENIX. President-elect Donald Trump
on Sunday pledged to "stop the transgender
lunacy" on day one of his presidency, as
Republicans -- set to control both chambers
of Congress and the White House --
continue their push against LGBTQ rights.

"I will sign executive orders to end child
sexual mutilation, get transgender out of
the military and out of our elementary
schools and middle schools and high
schools," the president-elect said at an
event for young conservatives in Phoenix,
Arizona.He also vowed to "keep men out of
women's sports," adding that "it will be the
official policy of the United States
government that there are only two
genders, male and female."Speaking to the
AmericaFest conference in a border state
he easily carried in the November election,
Trump further promised immediate
measures against "migrant crime," vowed
to designate drug cartels as foreign terrorist
organizations, and doubled down on his
talk of restoring US control of the Panama
Canal.Transgender issues have roiled US

politics inrecent years, as Democratic- and
Republican-controlled states have moved
in opposite directions on policy such as
medical treatment and what books on the
topic are allowed in public or school
libraries.Last week, when the US Congress
approved its annual defense budget, it
included a provision to block funding of
some gender-affirming care for the
transgender children of service
members.In his speech Sunday, which
amounted to something of a victory lap,
Trump made expansive promises for his
second term -- and drew a dark picture of
the four years preceding it, under President
Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala
Harris, the latter of whom he defeated in
the 2024 election."On January 20, the
United States will turn the page forever on
four long, horrible years of failure,
incompetence, national decline, and we
will inaugurate a new era of peace,
prosperity and national greatness," Trump
said, referring to his swearing-in.'Golden
age"'l will end the war in Ukraine. I will

stop the chaos in the Middle East, and I will
prevent, I promise, World War III."He
added: "The golden age of America is upon
us."The president-elect has yet to explain
publicly how he plans to bring a quick end
to the war in Ukraine, or to bring peace to
the Middle East.But in the sort of bellicose
language he sometimes used even against
US allies in the past, Trump said Sunday
that Panamanian authorities "haven't
treated us fairly" in their operation of the
Panama Canal.He had said earlier that fees
for use of the canal -- construction of which
was begun by France and completed by the
United States -- are "ridiculous."And he

added Sunday that if the principles
behind the 1970s treaty that gave
Panama full control of the canal are not
followed, "then we will demand" that it
be returned to the United States "in full,
quickly and without
question."Thousands of ships transit
the key Central American waterway
every year, making it critical to US and
international commerce.The president-
elect, who regularly blames migrants
from Latin America for America's drug
problems, renewed his vow to immediately
begin "the largest deportation operation in
American history" upon taking office, and
later went further, saying he would
"immediately designate the (drug) cartels
as foreign terrorist organizations.""This
criminal network operating on American
soil will be dismantled, deported and
destroyed,” Trump said.During his first
term in 2019, after the killing in Mexico of
nine American citizens from a Mormon
community, Trump vowed to apply the
terrorist designation to Mexican cartels.

Russia's Tatarstan Declares Emergency  Single Chinese Women Are Doing
After Ukrainian Drone Attacks

World. Russiaisnotangry. Russia
is concentrating." "Gradually, as
Russia was concentrating, it
returned all its rights in the Black
Sea as well, grew stronger and so
on," said Putin. Last week, Russia
had issued an advisory for its
citizens warning them not to
travel to the US and other western
countries claiming they could be
"hunted" by the authorities in |
those states, Al Jazeera reported.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova was
cited by the outlet as describing the US-
Russia relations as "on the verge of
rupture".Putin said Russia is ready to
build relations with other countries,
provided that such efforts do not
compromise Russian interests. "If we
establish relations with someone, we

will do so only based on the interests of
the Russian state," he said. Putin drew
from the 19th and 20th centuries to
emphasise the changes in international
relations and recalled that after the
Crimea War of 1853-1856, when a
series of restrictions were imposed on
Russia, then-Foreign Minister of the

Russian Empire Alexander
Gorchakov sent out a letter
with the following
words:Russia is not angry.
Russia is concentrating."
"Gradually, as Russia was
concentrating, it returned all
its rights in the Black Sea as
well, grew stronger and so
on," said Putin. Last week,
Russia had issued an advisory
for its citizens warning them
not to travel to the US and
other western countries claiming they
could be "hunted" by the authorities in
those states, Al Jazeera reported.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova was
cited by the outlet as describing the US-
Russia relations as "on the verge of
rupture".

Don't Need "Proxy Force" To Take Action:
Iran Ayatollah's Latest Warning

Tehran, Iran. Iran's supreme leader
denied Sunday that militant groups
around the region functioned as
Tehran's proxies, warning that if his
country chose to "take action", it would
not need them anyway.The remarks
came after a year in which Iran-backed
Hezbollah in Lebanon and
Hamas in Gaza suffered heavy
losses in wars with Israel, and
two weeks after the fall of
Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad, who had been a key
link in Tehran's so-called axis
of resistance.Another spoke
of that axis, Yemen's Huthi
rebels, have been repeatedly
targeted by the United States
and Britain over their attacks
on Red Sea shipping lanes,
launched in solidarity with
Palestinians.

"The Islamic Republic does not have a
proxy force. Yemen fights because it
has faith. Hezbollah fights because the
power of faith draws it into the field.
Hamas and (the Islamic) Jihad fight
because their beliefs compel them to do
so. They do not act as our proxy,"
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei told a group of visitors in
Tehran."They (the Americans) keep
saying that the Islamic Republic has

lost its proxy forces in the region! This
is another mistake," he said, adding: "If
one day we want to take action, we do
notneed a proxy force."

Earlier this month, Syrian rebels'
lightning push to Damascus from their
strongholds in the northwest ended the

decades-long rule of Assad's family,
which had been an ally of
Tehran.Khamenei predicted "the
emergence of a strong, honourable
group” in Syria, saying the country's
young men had "nothing to lose."

"His university, school, home, street and
life are insecure; what should he do? He
must stand with strength and
determination against those who have
designed this insecurity and those who
have implemented it, and God willing,

Ayatollah Khamenei's
remarks came after a year
in which Iran-backed
Hezbollah in Lebanon and
Hamas in Gaza suffered
heavy losses in wars with
Israel.

he will overcome them."

Assad had long played a strategic role in
Iran's anti-Israel axis of resistance,
particularly in facilitating the supply of
weapons to Hezbollah in neighbouring
Lebanon.The axis of resistance also
includes Hamas, the Huthis and smaller
Shia militia groups in Iraq.

All of the groups are united in their
opposition to Israel and its main backer
the United States.The supreme leader,
who has the final say in major state
policies, also accused the United States
of trying to create chaos and unrest in
Iran."The Iranian nation will trample
under its strong feet anyone who
accepts America's mercenary role in
thisregard," he said.

The

Maternity Photoshoots Wearing
Fake Baby Bumps. Here's Why

World . Reflecting a changing societal landscape,

single women in China are now opting for
maternity photoshoots with fake baby bumps,
capturing this milestone in their lives despite the
country's declining birth rate and low marriage
rates. This trend, as reported by the South China
Morning Post (SCMP), challenges traditional
Chinese values that once stigmatized single
pregnancy.The rise of this trend can be attributed to
women's desire to capture beautiful maternity
photos while maintaining their current physique,
anticipating potential body changes during future
pregnancies.

"premade maternity photos" trend gained
national attention after a Generation Z influencer
shared a video and photos of her experience on
social media. Meizi Gege, who boasts over 5.7
million followers on a prominent social media
platform, explained, "While I'm still slim, [ wore a
fake belly to take maternity photos and enjoyed a
pre-made life. I even did it with my best friend!"In
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the video, Meizi proudly displays her slim figure
while wearing the "fake belly." According to
SCMP, a 26-year-old woman revealed she had
taken her maternity photos at 23, despite not being
married, while another woman mentioned taking
wedding photos at 22, "just in case [ get wrinkles by
30."However, the trend has sparked criticism for
promoting narrow beauty standards that idealize
being "white, skinny, and young." Critics argue that
it fosters body image anxiety among new mothers
by perpetuating the unrealistic expectation that
women should maintain a youthful, slim figure
during pregnancy.

A user wrote, " I will shoot my 70th birthday photos

now and then post them on social media later. It will
make me look so young!"

3 Khalistani Terrorists, Who Attacked Punjab

Police Post, Gunned Down In

Three Khalistani terrorists
were neuvtralised in an

encounter in Uttar Pradesh's

Pilibhit. The police said that

they were involved in an

attack on a police post in

Punjab.

World .Three Khalistani

terrorists, who were accused of
carrying out an attack on a
police post in Punjab’s
Gurdaspur, were killed in an
encounter in Uttar Pradesh’s
Pilibhit, officials said on
Monday.The Punjab and UP
Police had conducted a joint
operation against three terrorists
belonging to the Khalistani
Commandos Force.Who Were
Three Terrorists And What Did

They Do?The slain terrorists
were identified as Gurvinder
Singh, Virender Singh alias
Ravi, and Jaspreet Singh alias
Pratap Singh — all of who hailed
from Gurdaspur.

The police said that the three

criminals had thrown grenades
and bombs at a police station in
Gurdaspur.Two AK-47 rifles,
two Glock pistols, and
ammunition were recovered
after the encounter.A team of
Punjab Police informed the UP
Police about the presence of the
three terrorists in an area that
falls under the jurisdiction of the
Puranpur police station of
Pilibhit. The police of both
states launched a joint operation
as they received the tip-off about
the accused’s presence in
Puranpur.

The gunfight broke out in the early

hours of Monday after which the

three accused were gunned
down.“The encounter took
place in the jurisdiction of §
Puranpur police station. The
joint operation was conducted
by teams of Punjab Police and
Uttar Pradesh Police," the police
said in a statement.Elon Musk
Condemns Magdeburg
Christmas Market Attack That
Killed 5Pilibhit SP Avinash
Pandey detailed the encounter
and said that when the terrorists
were chased and stopped, they &=
opened fire on the police teams,
prompting to police to retaliate. |
The three terrorists sustained %
critical injuries, after which they
were rushed to the District =%
Hospital where they were
declared dead.“Two of our *
constables, Sumit and [+
Shahnawaz have been injured [ ,:r
and are under treatment," the SP |
said.

Encounter In UP
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Chess star Tania Sachdev calls out
Delhi government for lack of
support to sport

New Delhi. Decorated chess player Tania
Sachdev expressed her disappointment with
the Delhi government on Monday, alleging a
lack of support for chess players in the state.
Tania highlighted how support from other
state governments has propelled their
players to achieve great success in chess and
revealed that she has received no recognition
for her Olympiad victories in 2022 and
2024."Having played for India since 2008,
it’s disheartening to see a lack of recognition
from the Delhi government for
achievements in chess. States that support
and celebrate their champions directly
inspire excellence and motivate talent.
Sadly, Delhi has yet to take this step," Tania
said in a post on X, formerly Twitter."In the
2022 Chess Olympiad, I came back with a
historic team bronze and an individual
medal. Two years later, in 2024, the historic
Chess Olympiad gold, and to date, there has
been no acknowledgement or recognition by
the state govt," she wrote, urging the ruling
Aam Aadmi Party to "see value in
supporting their chess players."In the 2024
Chess Olympiad held in Budapest, Tania
Sachdev played a pivotal role in the Indian

women's team's triumph, securing their first-
ever gold medal in the event. Tania, who met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the
winning team, had highlighted that the
Olympiad double could prove to be a

watershed moment for Indian chess. The
seasoned campaigner, who enjoys
commentary when not playing, also played a
key role in India’s bronze medal-winning
campaign in 2018.Tania’s comments come
just days after the Tamil Nadu government
announced a prize of Rs 5 crore for Gukesh
Dommaraju, who won the World Chess
Championship in Singapore in December.
Gukesh was also felicitated by the state
government in a grand ceremony. Tamil
Nadu has been a strong backer of chess talent
in the state, with the 2022 Chess Olympiad
hosted in Chennai after Moscow was
stripped of the hosting rights.India’s first
World Champion, Viswanathan Anand,
spoke about the support for chess from the
Tamil Nadu government during the
felicitation ceremony. The state has
produced two World Champions (Anand
and Gukesh) and 31 Grandmasters so far.

Jusprit Bumrah best in the
world, but I have my plans:
Sam Konstas

19-year-old Sam Konstas is not fussed about
facing Jasprit Bumrah at the Boxing Day
Test match. Konstas, who replaced Nathan
McSweeney in the Australia squad for the
Melbourne Test, said that he had watched a
lot of Bumrah and had his own plans against
the star India pacer.Konstas was brought into
the Australian side after his impressive

MELBOURNE. On a hot Saturday

JOHANNESBURG. Pakistan

Tired pitches for India, fresher ones for
Australia: MCG practice row explained

Australia vs India, 4th Test: After
India trained on used pitches at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground over
the weekend, the home team got @
spicier one during their first
training session on Monday. Here's
why the two teams were given
pitches with different nature in the
lead-up to the Boxing Day Test.

New Delhi. The Indian cricket team was not

overly impressed with the quality of
practice pitches provided at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground (MCG) over the weekend.
India began training on the practice surface
on Saturday, December 21 and continued
the following day before taking a break on
Monday.While the Test match pitch is
expected to offer significant bounce, the
practice wickets, which are in the stadium

complex, reportedly lacked carry. On
Saturday and Sunday, the Indian team was
offered used pitches that provided little
assistance to their fast bowlers, including
Jasprit Bumrah, Mohammed Siraj, and
Akash Deep. Reports suggest that the ball
only bounced waist-high when the bowlers
hit the deck hard.During Sunday’s session,
a delivery from a throwdown specialist
kept unexpectedly low and struck captain
Rohit Sharma on the knee. Rohit required
medical attention and spent 30 minutes off
the field with an ice pack applied to his
knee. However, pace bowler Akash Deep
later assured that Rohit appeared fine by
the end of the session, avoiding any serious
injury concerns."l think this wicket was for
white ball which is why the ball kept low at
times. But these blows are common in
training. There are no major concerns
because of that," the Indian fast bowler had
said.Adding to the row, fresh practice
pitches with more pace and bounce were
allocated to the Australian team starting
Monday, raising questions about the
fairness of preparations.

WHY INDIA WERE GIVEN USED

PITCHESHowever, MCG curator Matt

Boland: Cult hero

afternoon at the AH Butler Oval,
Frankston Peninsula Cricket Club was
playing against Camberwell Magpies
Cricket Club in the local game on the
outskirts of Melbourne. On the field,
things were not going well for FPCC.
Even as the current coach Peter Marshall
sat with the team in the dugout, keeping
an eye on the action, watching along the
boundary ropes was former coach David
McClean and his wife.

David hadn’t been at the ground for a while

and his wife wanted to see some of the
renovated facilities at the venue. As one
reaches the Oval after a 40-minute cab ride
from the Melbourne Cricket Ground, saying
one particular name can change the mood of
any person present— Scott Boland.
Instantly there was a wide smile and one
could sense the happiness and the feeling of
pride that comes along. After all, this is the
ground where the Australian pacer — who
made his debut at the MCG with a record
figure of 6/7 against England three years
ago— arrived as a teenager from Parkdale
almost 20 years ago.“He was a very likable

guy even then,” recalls David sitting in the
viewing area of FPCC. “He struggled with
his weight. But when we got Nick Jewell
here as coach, he noticed Scotty. We used to
push him pretty hard to get the best out of
himself,” he added.

In the winter of 2009, Boland went to Nick and

asked if he could put in some work through
the winter. Nick, in turn, asked Boland to
shed some weight and then would get the
teenager admitted into a state programme.
Boland followed through and so did Nick.
“We got him to bowl to one of the touring
sides in the summer. [ can't remember who it
was. And Greg Shippard, who was the
Victorian coach at the time, noticed him

Page addressed the issue, explaining that it
is standard practice for Australian curators
to provide fresh practice pitches only from
three days prior to the start of a Test match.

“We got the schedule of the Indian team well

ahead. But we usually give match-centric
wickets only three days before the match.
It’s applicable for all teams,” Page
clarified.It is understood that the training
facility at the MCG has two sets of practice
pitches. The Australian team waited until
Monday to begin training in order to utilise
the fresher set of pitches.f fresher pitches
are made available to teams well in advance
— for example, five days before the start of
the match — they are likely to become worn

The making of fast bowler

of MCG

there and took a bit of an interest. It was
from there his career started to take off,”
David mentioned.Even then, Boland was
not one of the prodigal talents who was fast-
tracked. He had to work hard at every step,
every level, bide his time to make his way
up. Perhaps a little more than others. Boland
first made the Victoria second XI, then
eventually made his first-class debut in
2011 for Victoria. From there on, it was one
long grind that lasted for a decade. That he
was playing at an era where Australia have
Pat Cummins, Mitchell Starc, Josh
Hazlewood — and had Peter Siddle,
Mitchell Johnson and James Pattinson in the
first half of the last decade — meant
opportunities were hard to come by.

oland, however, wasn’t thinking about all this.

He never thought he would get this far in the
first place. They used to call him ‘Barrel’
when Boland joined FPCC as a batting all-
rounder. David, and other coaches at the
FPCC, ‘chiseled’ him into the bowler he is.
From his arm action to run-up to release,
they worked on everything and due credit to
Boland, who put in the work no questions
asked.

Pakistan completes a 3-0 sweep of
ODI series agonns’r South Africa

completed a 3-0 sweep of its

3 «Pakistan had already secured

out as the Test approaches. To prevent this,
ground staff typically allocate fresher
training pitches from three days before the
start of the game.
SPICIER BUIID-UP FOR BOXING DAY
TEST
Meanwhile, uncapped Australian opener
Sam Konstas, who has replaced Nathan
McSweeney, addressed the press on
Monday, expressing satisfaction with the
team’s first training session. The 19-
year-old is expected to make his debut in
the Boxing Day Test as part of the squad
for the fourth and fifth matches of the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy.The build-up
to the Boxing Day Test has been spicier
than for the first three Tests. The
Australian media, often described as the
team’s 12th man, criticised Ravindra Jadeja
for not taking questions in English during
his press conference in Melbourne on
Saturday. This came a day after Virat Kohli
confronted an Australian journalist for
taking photos and videos of his family
without permission. With the series level at
1-1, India and Australia are set to resume
their rivalry in the Boxing Day Test,
starting on 26 December at the iconic MCG.

Mandhana climbs another
mountain as India beat
West Indies

CHENNALI There is a famous bridge that

connects the city of Sangli with the rest of the
world on the river Krishna called Irwin
Bridge. Built in the early 1900s, named after
then-Viceroy Lord Irwin, it became a reality
after the devastating floods of 1914 and 1916.
Itis also said that the former Chief Minister of
Mabharashtra, Late Vasantdada Patil who led
the freedom struggle in Western Maharashtra
himself jumped into river Krishna from Irwin
Bridge when he was chased by the British
army. The red-colored stone bridge still
stands tall close to completing 100 years
having seen multiple floods since its
completion. Ask anyone from Sangli and they
will tell you how special that bridge is.

Smriti Mandhana comes from the same place as

the iconic bridge. She might not have seen as
much history unfold as the bridge has, but she
sure has stood up for her team time and again.
And the calendar year of 2024, especially in
ODIs has proved it again. On Sunday, batting

at the newly built Kotambi Stadium in
Vadodara where she scored 91 runs and went
past South Africa captain Laura Wolvaardt to
score the most runs in the calendar year as
India defeated West Indies in the first ODI by

a whopping 211 runs, it was proved once
again.Mandhana left 2023 on a high with 112
runs across two innings as India defeated
Australia in a one-off Test match at
Wankhede. By her standard, it was a lean year
as she scored 140 runs in four ODIs and 433 in

the one-day international
series, winning the opener by

Africa, winning the third match SN s
by 36 runs under the DLS JAgE AN
method on Sunday. = ]
Opener Saim Ayub hit 101 runs
in 94 balls as Pakistan scored
308-9 at the Wanderers in a

showing against India A in the Prime
Minister's XI tour game. Konstas was the
lone man standing for the Australian side,
and scored a terrific century against a pace
attack that had Prasidh Krishna, Akash Deep

three wickets and the second

and Mohammed Siraj. Konstas had hit 107
off just 97 balls in Australia's 247
runs.Konstas hailed Bumrah as the best
bowler in the world and was also respectful

v\l:(.'/

about the rest of the Indian attack. One of the
reporters present in the press conference
compared Konstas with Watson, to which
Konstas replied that his method of batting
was somewhat similar to Watson's as he likes
to take on the attack."I have my plans against
Bumrah, but of course I am not going to say
what it is. [ am generally going to put
pressure back on the bowler. Jasprit Bumrah
is the best in the world but they are all good
bowlers," Sam Konstas said in the press
conference on Monday, 23 December."l am
quite familiar with Shane Watson. I like to
take the game on and put pressure on the
bowlers. Shane Watson is a legend of the
game, hope I get to do the same this week,"
Konstas further added at the MCG.The batter
was not fussed about making his debut at the
MCG, in the Boxing Day Test - which is
expected to garner record attendance."It's
just another day for me. A bit special because
my parents are coming. But its pretty simple,
I am going to just back myself," Konstas
concluded.

Pakistan batted first after losing

game reduced to 47 overs by
rain. South Africa was all out
for 271 in 42 overs in pursuit of
awinning target of 308.

the toss and was 1-1 when it
lost Abdullah Shafique in the
first over. The innings took off
with Ayub involved in two key stands — 114
runs for the second wicket with Babar Azam
(52 in 71), and 93 runs for the third with
captain Mohammad Rizwan (53 in 52).The
22-year-old Ayub, who scored 109 in the
first ODI, was caught behind against

Border-

debutant Corbin Bosch. Ayub hit two sixes
and 13 fours. Middle-order batter Salman
Aghapadded the total with a 33-ball 48.
South Africa pacer Kagiso Rabada took 3-56.
In reply, Heinrich Klaasen top scored for the
hosts with 81 runs in 43 balls, and Bosch

finished 40 not out.

Gavaskar

Pakistan spinner

wisdom for Yashasvi

MELBOURNE.KL Rahul was in the middle

of the second nets at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground with Yashasvi Jaiswal on Sunday
morning. He was taking turns with the
opening partner and on one such occasion, he
stopped the youngster and had a long chat
with Jaiswal.

The Mumbai batter, on his first trip Down

Under, has blown hot and cold so far. He,
although scored a century in the second
innings of Perth, since then has struggled to
spend time in the middle. Here, at the MCG,
on what Akash Deep described as “low and
slow surfaces” Jaiswal was facing India’s
first-choice pace attack — Jasprit Bumrah,
Akash Deep, Nitish Reddy and Mohammed
Siraj. And clearly, Jaiswal was all over the
place.The 22-year-old switched between
batting inside and outside the crease while
not getting in line with the delivery to play
with a straight bat. Oftentimes, he would go

back and forth on whether to get on the front
foot and ended up playing length deliveries
awkwardly. Rahul, in the middle of nets
before going for one of his many stints,
would pull up the youngster and have a long
chat with him. Watching from the outside, it
seemed like he was talking about how the bat
was coming down and where he was meeting
the ball.Jaiswal, especially, while facing
Bumrah was getting hurried by the senior
pacer as he was non-committal on how to
play the delivery. However, to others, he
confidently batted outside the crease while
getting on front foot with ease. Again and
again, he was tentatively pushing away from
the body while facing length deliveries from
Bumrah. This time, Kohli, who was facing
the throwdowns in the adjacent net, pulled
Jaiswal aside and had a talk with the
youngster.From the time he made his debut,
whether it is Rohit Sharma or Kohli or Rahul,

0DI by 81 runs.

Sufiyan Mugeem took 4-52 in eight overs.

Pakistan had already secured the one-day

international series, winning the opener by
three wickets and the second ODI by 81
runs.South Africa won the three-match
Twenty20 series 2-0. The teams will play
two tests, starting Thursday at Centurion.

Pakistan's fifth successive bilateral ODI series

win puts it in good stead for the Champions
Trophy it will host in February.

18 T20Is. The left-hander finished behind
Jemimah Rodrigues with 573 runs across
both white-ball formats. And the way she
started against Australia in the white-ball
series at the start of the year did not
specifically indicate that there will be any
change in the way she has batted. Despite
bravely facing Ashleigh Gardner and Darcie
Brown, two Australians who have frequently
troubled her, the aggression against Alana
King did not go well. In the final ODI of the
series, in the chase 0f 339, she again fell early.

A break in the international calendar following

that series and a successful season at the
Women's Premier League did change a few
things for India's vice-captain.

Trophy: Words of
ahead of MCG Test

the seniors have been fiercely protective of
Jaiswal, not just because of the journey he
has had but also because of what he is
capable of. In his short career so far, Jaiswal
has shown enough proof to make one
understand why. “I won't say anything on

Jaiswal. Everyone is talking about him. Let
him play. He is playing well, it's good for us
and he is in good form. I am not going to say
much more than that. Itna bas hai abhi ke liye
(this is enough for now),” Sharma had said
earlier this year during the home Test series
against England.Here in Australia, they were
doing the same, for they knew what Jaiswal
brings to the table and why he is important
for the team. And it is not just the seniors,
when he got to the other end, head coach
Gautam Gambhir was on his ears as well. In
the stint after, Jaiswal started leaving the
balls more regularly. It seemed like he was
consciously trying to trust the bounce and
leave balls off length while meeting the ones
he have to play under the eye. Almost after
every delivery, he was even shadow
practicing the same. It was when he moved to
the nets where spinners bowled, Jaiswal
unleashed himself'to play some shots.
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| Nargis Fakhri And

" Sonam Bajwa Hop On
s Viral Kaali Activa Trend

seen in the comedy film Housefull 5. The actresses have been
very active on social media and have been sharing a lot of
videos. Recently, they were seen hopping on the viral Kaali Activa
trend and the video has gone viral on social media.Taking to their
Instagram handles, the Housefull 5 actress shared a video in which
we can see them dancing to the hit Punjabi number. “Better late than
never," read the caption here. One of the fans wrote, “U look so
graceful in this tri
Recently, it was reported that Akshay Kumar had injured his eye on
the set. Addressing reports of an eye injury sustained on the set of his
upcoming film, Housefull 5. The actor humorously assured fans and
media about his well-being during a press conference. When asked
about the injury, Akshay playfully responded, “I can see you," with a
thumbs-up, quipping that his vision remained unaffected.Housefull 5,
the latest installment in the beloved comedy franchise, boasts a stellar
ensemble cast. Alongside franchise regulars Akshay Kumar and Riteish
Deshmukh, the film features Abhishek Bachchan, Shreyas Talpade,
Chunky Panday, Jacqueline Fernandez, Nargis Fakhri, and more. Directed
by Tarun Mansukhani, the film promises the franchise’s signature chaotic
humor and high-energy performances.o so much." Another wrote, “Kamaal
hai karan lag gayi Bollywood becomes Pollywood."
Slated for release on June 6, 2025, Housefull 5 is highly anticipated by fans, as
it marks the continuation of one of Bollywood’s most successful comedy
series. The buzz around the film has already begun, with fans eagerly awaiting
the release of its first look.The first film of the Housefull series, directed by
Sajid Khan, was released in 2010. Two years later, the film’s second instalment
was released. In 2016, the film’s third part, directed by Sajid-Farhad, was
released. Meanwhile, Housefull 4 was released back in 2019, leaving the fans
waiting for the fifth film.

Jacqueline Fernandez, Nargis Fakhri, and Sonam Bajwa will be

.
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Shilpa Shetty s!

Birthday Wish For ‘Forever

Hero’ Govinda Is Superhit

: ; hilpa Shetty and Govinda have a deep, long-standing

J&:

everyone’s forever HERO #Not @govinda heronol
Wishing you love happiness and great health
alwaysssss."

Govinda once shared a hilarious reaction from
Shilpa Shetty after he accidentally shot
himself. This occurred when the actor
graced Kapil Sharma’s show and opened up
about an unfortunate accident. While
delving into the details of the incident
during the show, Govinda revealed how
Shilpa had reacted to it. He stated in
Hindi, “When Shilpa came to meet me,
she first asked me, ‘ChiChi, how did you
hurt yourself? Where was Sunita?’ I told
her, ‘Sunita was out; she was visiting a
temple.’"The actor, known for his comic
timing, then revealed that Shilpa had
queried whether he was shot by his
wife, Sunita. “She then asked, “Who
shot you then?’ (laughs)," he
explained. Govinda’s revelation left
everyone in splits on the Kapil Sharma
Show.For the unversed, Govinda was
rushed to a hospital in Mumbai on
October 1 after he had accidentally shot
himself in the leg. As per reports, the
actor was alone at the time of the incident,
that is, early in the morning between 4:45
and 5:00 am, as he was getting ready to
travel to Kolkata. After being discharged
from the hospital, he talked about the incident to
the press, stating, “I was preparing to leave for the
show... for Kolkata. It was around 4:45-5:00 am.
Woh giri aur chal padi (the revolver fell and
misfired).

friendship, glimpses of which are often found in their

social media posts for one another. Even during their
appearances outside the movie premieres or at various
events, their camaraderie never seems to take a back seat
despite being in the film business for so many years. They
have worked together in several films, including Pardesi
Babu, Gambler, Hathkadi, Chhote Sarkar and Aag. Today,
on December 21, as Govinda turns a year older, the actress

i
o
i

penned a lovely wish for him.Taking to her Instagram
stories, Shilpa Shetty posted a lovely photo featuring
Govinda. The snap was from the sets of an event attended
by both of them. They were grooving to the beats of a song
while enjoying themselves to the fullest. The candid
moment is a testament to their profound friendship and
unbreakable bond. Sharing it, Shilpa added a “Happy
Birthday" sticker and penned a note atop it, “To

S onakshi Sinha has packed her bags and jetted

Sonakshi Sinha’s Sun-
kissed Picture Will Make

i | | |
off to Australia with her husband, Zaheer
Igbal. The couple, who got married in June

this year, has been on their never-ending

honeymoon. After the Philippines, the US and

Italy, the two have been enjoying their vacation

amid nature in the Oceania country. Recently,

Sonakshi on Instagram shared an oh-so-gorgeous

picture of herself from the trip.On December 21,

the 37-year-old actress delighted her fans by

sharing a “sun-kissed" picture of herself from the
vacation on Instagram Stories. In the photo,

Sonakshi wore a spaghetti top and chose golden

hoop earrings to complement her look. She left

her hair down, cascading over her face, which
beautifully accentuated her features. Sonakshi

shared the picture sans any caption, just with a

“Sunkissed" sticker.

Just days ago, Sonakshi shared a series of pictures

from her “epic dive day" with her husband at the
Great Barrier Reef. In the first few pictures, the
couple was seen carefully understanding the
instructions given by their dive guide. Other
snippets from their scuba diving diaries include
the two gearing up for the adventure and enjoying
their time underwater surrounded by marine life.
After their adventurous dive, Sonakshi and
Zaheer clicked some mushy selfies.

In the caption, Sonakshi wrote, “EPIC Dive day at

the Great Barrier Reef! Thank you to our amazing
dive guide Chris @quicksilverdive who showed
us the best spots, helped us find Nemo and made
sure we had the best time! @australia
@queensland @quicksilvercruises #seeaustralia
#thisisqueensland #hosted #sonazahtraveltales."

Sonakshi and Zaheer kept their relationship under

wraps for seven years. But ever since they tied the
knot, they have made sure to express their love
out loud in public and never shy away from
packing on PDAs. One of the forms of affection
between the two is teasing one another.

Arjun Kapoor Says He
Opens Up To Sister Janhvi
Kapoor: 'Things That | Never
Confessed To My Own Self’
- |

fter Sridevi’s passing, Arjun Kapoor and

his sister Anshula became closer to their

half-sisters Janhvi and Khushi. Arjun
shared that the difficult circumstances they all
faced brought them together. He mentioned that,
at such a vulnerable time, they connected
deeply, with shared grief forming a strong bond
between them.During a chat with Raj Shamani
on his podcast, Arjun said, “I think I am the most
vulnerable with my sisters, which is a good
thing. Because when [ got connected with
Janhvi and Khushi, the circumstances that were
there, there was nothing left. We were at the
lowest in terms of... Me and Anshula had
experienced something, then Janhvi and Khushi
were going through something that we wouldn’t
wish for our worst enemies and it happened in
our house. So we started with being vulnerable."

Arjun and Anshula Kapoor, the children of Boney
and Mona Kapoor, grew close to their half-
sisters Janhvi and Khushi after their mothers’
deaths. Despite a strained relationship with their
father, they supported him and their half-
siblings following Sridevi’s passing in 2018.
“Now when I talk to Janhvi, Khushi and
Anshula, I feel the most myself with them, it’s a
strange thing. I have spoken about such things
with Janhvi that I never even confessed to my
ownself.

Despite a strained relationship with their father,
they supported him and their half-siblings
following Sridevi’s passing in 2018. “Now
when I talk to Janhvi, Khushi and Anshula, I feel
the most myself with them, it’s a strange thing. [
have spoken about such things with Janhvi that [
never even confessed to my own self.
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