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Unparalleled doyen of
parallel cinema

TO understand the filmmaking feat Shyam Benegal
pulled off, just imagine that you were a regular
cinegoer of 1974 vintage. Cinema was the only
means of mass entertainment in those days.

Would you rather buy tickets for ‘Roti, Kapada Aur
Makaan’ (starring Manoj Kumar, Zeenat Aman),
‘Chor Machaye Shor’ (Shashi Kapoor, Mumtaz),
‘Majboor’ (Amitabh Bachchan, Parveen Babi),
‘Roti’ (Rajesh Khanna, Mumtaz), ‘Dost’
(Dharmendra, Hema Malini) or ‘Ankur’, featuring
Anant Nag and Shabana Azmi and directed by
Shyam Benegal — two actors and a director,
whom you had never heard of? Worse, would you
willingly subject yourself to a film with no songs
and no dhishoom dhishoom?And yet, somehow,
enough people didthat. The rest is history. For,
‘Ankur’ (The Seedling) truly sowed the seeds of n
what is often referred to as the Indian new-wave
parallel cinema period — a decade in which
realistic, thought-provoking films found an
audience and produced a bumper crop of
pathbreaking celluloid gems that are still talked
about.Benegal received numerous accolades,
awards and honours; his craft and films have been
analysed threadbare. But what is surprisingly
under-appreciated is that unlike many stalwarts of
parallel cinema, both before and after him,
Benegal successfully managed to escape
becoming a prisoner of a certain style or school of
filmmaking. It astonishes one to realise that there
is no Benegal brand or genre of direction,
treatment and storytelling — such was his
versatility. If anything, his style was
straightforward, unpretentious and audience-
engaging.Moreover, he is not identified with a
recurring motif or choice of subject. Look at his
repertoire: while he started his career with three
films — ‘Ankur’ (1974), ‘Nishant’ (1975) and
‘Manthan’ (1976) — that were set in rural India,
dealing with the ills of feudalism, oppression and
caste conflicts, he quickly shifted to the urban
milieu with a period film, ‘Bhumika’ (1977), shot
partly in black and white, based on the turbulent
life of Marathi actress Hansa Wadkar in the 1930s,
1940s and 1950s.His next film, ‘Junoon’, (1979),
produced by film star Shashi Kapoor, harked back
to the 1857 mutiny, unspooling a poignant, cross-
cultural love story between a Pathan chieftain and
a young Anglo-Indian woman during a time of
rebellion and bloodshed. Based on Ruskin Bond’s
novella ‘A Flight of Pigeons’, ‘Junoon’ is actually
one of those rare films which is better than the
book.‘Kalyug’ (1981) was even more unusual for
those times, creating a contemporary version of
the Mahabharata through the narrative of an
internecine warfare between two branches of a
wealthy business family. Produced again by
Shashi Kapoor, the plush settings, urbane
characters and central conflict in this corporate
feud were worlds away from the universes
depicted in Benegal’s previous films. It was,
perhaps, the veteran director’s background in
advertising and insights into Mumbai’s elite that
enabled him to craft this work of sophisticated
dramatisation featuring modern-day Pandavas and
Kauravas.All through his career, Benegal
displayed this bold trait of refusing to be strait-
jacketed and selecting stories that were

THE irony is too obvious to be missed — Pakistan,

How economic slowdown can be countered

THE Indian economy seems to be on a slow downswing —

2024-25 is heading for 6.4 per cent growth against the
earlier estimate of 7 per cent. The following financial year
is expected to maintain the same trajectory, say a range of
global analysts. The economy is clearly on a downward
shift. Even on this lower gear, the economy will be
moving at a faster pace than most of the other large
countries. So, this slowdown is not worrying the
leadership as this will still allow the system to function at
a stable state.But finding the reason for the slowdown and
its remedy is important as large sections of the people
continue to remain very poor. What is worse is that there
is a sharp difference in incomes, with only a small section
enjoying the fruits of the country's high economy.

2022-23, the top one per cent of the population received
22.6 per cent of India's national income. Plus, there is a
rural-urban divide. The per capita consumption
expenditure in rural India was Rs 3,773 as compared to Rs
6,459 in urban India. Thus, it is the urban consumption
that is doing the heavy lifting. The key reason for the
slowdown is the inadequate consumption. This is
particularly so for the urban middle class, which is the key
mover for the overall demand. This will result in slack for
consumption-producing businesses. These will cease to
go ahead at full steam. As a result, the firms will hire
fewer workers. This will slacken demand and heighten
the slowdown in overall consumption.In rural India, the
situation is, if anything, worse. To make ends meet,
women in rural households are going out to work to help
feed the families by supplementing the men's inadequate
wages. But, critically, the women are working in fields,
not in factories. So, they are missing out on the higher
wages that factory workers earn.The high growth rate has
been enabled by two forces — growing manufacturing
and services. But the robust manufacturing is now
slacking, as mentioned earlier. Broad-based growth
would have taken place ifthe women in rural areas moved
to factories instead of staying in farms.The high growth
has also been enabled by a sharp rise in capital investment
in more factories and public infrastructure, the latter
made possible through higher public investment.Better
roads, power and railways caused factories to feel
optimistic and grow more. This caused cars, trucks and
two-wheelers to face booming markets. Hence, it resulted
in consumption expenditure by the middle class,
particularly in urban areas.Today, these factories, mostly
producing fast-moving consumption goods, are slacking.
So, the dream that we have been waiting for— more jobs
in factories in urban areas for more women from the rural
areas — has paled.Now, let as look at services, which has
been highly robust through the period of high growth. The
robust consumption has caused more jobs to be created to
service cars, two-wheelers, TV sets etc. As
manufacturing slackens, the high growth in services is

also likely to see a slowdown.

That leaves us the export services, which are made possible

by the software engineers who are going up to the higher
level of artificial intelligence. Here also, a negative
impact is coming to the fore — nearshoring.

Developed economies are becoming stricter with

immigration so that there is a growing need for leading
Indian software companies to go in for nearshoring. They
are seeking to people development centres in the
developed countries themselves with more local talent.

The bright sign is that large companies of developed

countries are setting up more and more highly
sophisticated global development centres in India, which
is creating more high-level engineering jobs.

This is good news for highly skilled Indians, but the total

numbers are small. The service exports by these
companies and the country are real, but the total impact
on national growth is minimal.In response to the
slackening growth and the exigencies of the elections, the
government has decided to pay cash grants to
women. This will be positive for the gender economy and
demand push for consumption, but this is not a lasting
economic solution.The right way to begin is to reform
agriculture. This will raise agricultural productivity and
raise farm incomes. This will raise rural consumption and
do the economy good. But this will lead to fewer

Pak ups the ante

Post-liberalisation policies must be reassessed and reformed to create faster learning enterprises and more productive employment.

farmhands through greater mechanisation and also better
seeds and agricultural practices.

The farmhands will have to be found jobs in urban areas

through factories, construction and urban services by
being used by municipalities to deploy services like
handling of urban dry waste. But the key issue is how
factories will find the need to grow capacity and set up
new factories.So, the great need is to grow demand by
persuading the Reserve Bank of India to lower interest
rates and increase the money supply. The obvious risk
will be a spurt in the inflationary level. Right now, the
hope is that the rabi crop will deliver the goods, unlike the
kharif crop which has been a partial letdown.

The growing money supply will create higher demand for

factories, which will hopefully expand their machineries
and set up new plants. This will create higher demand for
capital goods. The government, with its fiscal slight
opening up, will create more supply for higher demand
for capital goods, creating more roads, bridges and a
better functioning railways.There is a need to give
economic growth a push so that at the end of the day,
higher demand will reduce poverty and increase the
numbers of the middle class.But there is a catch in this
whole scenario. If the climate lets us down, leading to
droughts, floods and untimely rain damaging growing
crops, it will all come to naught.

Airstrikes on Afghan soil bode ill for the region

cinematically and thematically different from
what he had done earlier. But probably his most
valuable piece of work was ‘Bharat Ek Khoj”—a
brilliant adaptation of Jawaharlal Nehru’s tome,
‘The Discovery of India’, into a 53-episode TV
series telecast by Doordarshan in 1988-89.
Benegal commenced work on the series in 1986
and brought alive on the small screen 5,000 years
of India’s history. Not just that, the series added a
wealth of impeccably researched material and
chapters that hadn’t been covered by Nehru.
Innovatively conceptualised as a docudrama,
merging narration, dramatisation and discourse
seamlessly, ‘Bharat Ek Khoj’ would not have had
the authenticity, accuracy and depth of content had
anyone other than Benegal been at the directorial
helm.In the 1990s, Benegal worked on his trilogy
featuring Muslim women protagonists —
‘Mammo’ (1994), ‘Sardari Begum’ (1996) and
‘Zubeidaa’ (2001) — tales of feisty and spirited

The airstrikes have exposed Pakistan’s duplicity. They

notorious for sponsoring cross-border terrorism, is |
itself feeling the terror heat and making desperate )
moves. Pakistan’s airstrikes have killed around 50 %
people, mostly women and children, in eastern
Afghanistan, a couple of days after its security
forces gunned down 11 suspected terrorists in the
restive Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. Relations
between Islamabad and Kabul have worsened this
year as the banned Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) ©
has stepped up operations against Pakistani military
and police forces. Pakistan has repeatedly accused
the Taliban of sheltering members of this terror -
group, but the Afghan government continues to be in
the denial mode.

were carried out hours after its special representative
for Afghanistan visited Kabul to discuss ways to
improve ties. It is apparent that Islamabad is paying

women from different classes.

AS expected, Bangladesh wants its former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina back. After all, an arrest warrant had
been issued in October, and interim leader Muhammad
Yunus called for extradition and an Interpol Red Notice
in his November speech. That’s pretty tough talk,
especially since Yunus and student leaders know full
well that New Delhi will not extradite a leader who
prioritised good relations with India and brought
stability to her own country. The per capita income more
than doubled from a mere $600-odd when she was first
elected to the present $2,646 as the economy grew some
18 times. All that is now forgotten.India’s Ministry of
External Affairs has acknowledged that a note verbale
was received from Dhaka, seeking extradition, but has
made no further comment. The two countries have an
extradition treaty framed by the need to combat
terrorism and other ills. It bars extradition for offences
of a political character, in line with international law.
Extradition and the right to asylum are determined by
the UN Declaration on Territorial Asylum, which is
based on Article 16 of the Universal Declaration on
Human Rights. The latter states very simply, “Everyone
has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries
asylum from persecution”. It adds that this right does
not include “prosecutions genuinely arising from non-
political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes
and principles of the United Nations”.Given that some
155 cases are lodged against Hasina, it would seem to be
a simple matter — send her back. But international law
isnot simple, because states are never black and white in
their behaviour. The ‘political exception’ was
historically seen as applying to those seeking
democracy in totalitarian states. But legally, it applies to
all — democratic, nihilist or anarchist. In essence, it is
up to the sheltering state to decide on whether or not a

Hasina’s extradition is a non-starter

Developments in artificial intelligence can have far-reaching implications
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particular act is political or not, since the law is vague on
exactly what that is.Meanwhile, the bilateral treaty also
requires a magistrate’s arrest order and presentation of
evidence of a crime. Those are yet to be
provided.Another aspect worth noting while
considering an extradition request is the right to a fair
trial, which is codified in international law. Though not
directly connected to extradition, the UN Model Law on
extradition does make the lack of a proper legal process
a basis for refusal of extradition. Consider the recent
acts of the Bangladesh judiciary. It has commuted the
death sentence of Paresh Baruah, leader of the United
Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) that had once created
mayhem in India. He had been caught smuggling 10
truckloads of arms from a state-run jetty in Chittagong

in 2004. Also implicated was Lutfozzaman Babar of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), besides several
others. Babar was also given the death penalty for a
grenade attack which killed 24 people and left Hasina
injured. He and other BNP leaders indicted in this case
were freed earlier this month. Worst of all has been the
refusal to grant bail to Hindu priest Chinmoy Krishna
Das on the grounds that no lawyer represented him in
the court. The state did not provide a defending lawyer,
though it is duty-bound to do so.Apart from all this is the
situation on the ground. Bangladesh has witnessed a
frenzy of hate against not just Hasina but also her
supporters and Awami League members. The party has
claimed that 400 of its cadres have been killed. A UN
report notes that nearly 650 people were killed between

lip service to resolving the dispute through
diplomatic means. This strategy can have dangerous
consequences for the region, with the Afghan
government warning that it would not leave this
“cowardly act unanswered”.

The Shehbaz Sharif-led government is in no mood to
appear vulnerable at a time when it is holding talks
with jailed ex-PM Imran Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party. Last month’s crackdown on
protesting PT1 supporters has not endeared the ruling
coalition to the masses. The Balakot-style airstrikes
might be a ploy of the establishment to rebuild its
public image. Another trigger could be the growing
closeness between the Taliban and the Indian
government that has clearly annoyed Pakistan. In any
case, Islamabad needs to brace itself for a fierce
retaliation not only from the Taliban but also from the
TTP. India, a victim of terrorism for decades, must
keep a close eye on the developments.

July 16 and August 11 this year. It has suggested a
thorough, impartial and transparent investigation into
reports of extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests and
detentions. Clearly, there is a great danger to the life of
the Awami League leader if she returns.sThen are moral
and other aspects too. Hasina was sent to India by the
Bangladesh army for her own safety. That trust would be
betrayed if India sends her back. Diplomatically, India’s
image would be hit, especially in the neighbourhood, if
it gives in to Yunus’ demand. Politicians and others who
have stood by us in the past would have second thoughts
about their future actions if India is not seen as a sincere
friend. The most curious aspect is that Yunus and his
band of students are making extradition an issue despite
knowing that it would spoil relations with India. This is
not an elected government, and accordingly, it has no
requirement to score brownie points with its
electorate.It seems that Yunus is in no hurry to go; his
students have already declared their intention of
forming a political party of their own. That’s fine,
except for a growing anti-India sentiment among the
students now at the helm of affairs. That includes a now-
deleted Facebook post by the interim government’s
student adviser Mahfuz Alam that showed a map of
Bangladesh claiming Indian territory. Then there is the
puzzling objection to a perfectly harmless post by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi praising the Indian Army for
the victory in the 1971 war, by Bangladesh officials and
student advisers. Besides, questions are being raised
about a clutch of India-backed projects, most recently
the Rooppur trilateral nuclear power project that also
includes Russia.New Delhi has to tread carefully. There
is clearly more to all this than meets the eye, and
possibly more than one outside actor is involved.
Meanwhile, Hasina stays. No two ways about that.
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Transrail Lighting shares list
at 36% premium on Dalal
Street debut

New Delhi. Transrail Lighting made its debut on the
stock market today, listing at Rs 590 on the NSE, at a
premium of 37% over its IPO price of Rs 432 per
share. The shares opened at Rs 585.15 per share on the
Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).The market debut
aligns with market expectations and reflects robust
investor interest during the IPO, which was
oversubscribed by 81 times.The engineering and
construction company raised Rs 839 crore through its
IPO, which closed on December 23. The offering
included a fresh issue worth Rs 400 crore and an
offer-for-sale amounting to Rs 438.9 crore by
promoter Ajanma Holdings. The funds raised from
the fresh issue will be used for working capital needs,
capital expenditure, and other corporate
purposes.Analysts are upbeat about the company’s
long-term prospects. Narendra Solanki, Head of
Fundamental Research at Anand Rathi Shares,
recommends holding the stock to benefit from
Transrail Lighting’s solid order book of Rs 10,213
crore and strong market visibility. He notes that the
IPO was reasonably priced and that the company’s
diversification strategies and global presence provide
asolid foundation for growth.

For risk-averse investors, booking partial profits on the
listing gains might be prudent. Meanwhile, long-term
investors are encouraged to retain their shares to
benefit from the company’s anticipated growth in the
power transmission and distribution sector.

15 income tax changes in
2024: What you need to
know for filing ITR in 2025

New Delhi. The year 2024 brought significant
changes to income tax laws, altering how taxpayers
will approach filing their Income Tax Returns
(ITRs) in 2025. With the backdrop of general
elections earlier in the year, the government
introduced sweeping changes to income tax laws,
many of which are already in effect for FY 2024-25.

These reforms—ranging from revamped tax slabs to
new rules for capital gains and TDS—promise to
impact how you plan, save, and file your Income
Tax Return (ITR) in 2025.Confused about how
these changes affect you? Here’s a concise
breakdown of the 15 most significant updates and
their implications on your finances. Get ready to
plan smarter and save better!

REVISED INCOME TAX SLABS UNDER THE
NEW REGIMEThe new tax regime has introduced
revised income tax slabs designed to benefit
individual taxpayers. Under the updated structure,
income up to Rs 3,00,000 is exempt from tax, while
earnings between Rs 3,00,001 and Rs 7,00,000 are
taxed at 5%. Income from Rs 7,00,001 to Rs
10,00,000 is taxed at 10%, and the next bracket, Rs
10,00,001 to Rs 12,00,000, is taxed at 15%. For
earnings between Rs 12,00,001 and Rs 15,00,000,
the tax rate is 20%, and any income above Rs
15,00,000 is taxed at 30%.

These changes offer taxpayers opting for the new
regime the opportunity to save up to Rs 17,500
annually.

INCREASED STANDARD DEDUCTION LIMIT

For those under the new tax regime, the standard
deduction limit has risen to Rs 75,000 from Rs
50,000. Family pensioners, too, see a hike to Rs
25,000 from Rs 15,000. The old tax regime retains
the existing Rs 50,000 limit for salaried individuals
and Rs 15,000 for family pensioners.

This increase in deductions under the new regime
effectively lowers taxable income, enhancing its
appeal to a broader range of taxpayers.

ENHANCED NPS DEDUCTION FOR
EMPLOYERS’ CONTRIBUTION

Under the new tax regime, individuals can now claim
deductions of up to 14% of their basic salary for
employer contributions to the National Pension
System (NPS), up from 10%.

Quick commerce growth in
2024: From gold, groceries
to gadget delivery in 10
minutes

BENGALURU: The quick commerce sector in 2024
not only witnessed significant venture funding and
growth, but also saw the entry of major players and
extraordinary growth in terms of users. Swiggy went
public this year and Zomato-backed Blinkit business
turned adjusted EBITDA positive in March 2024.

While Flipkart forayed into quick commerce with
‘Minutes’, Amazon announced Tez and Myntra
launched ‘M-Now’. All major players are now
focusing on the rapidly booming quick commerce
market. Thanks to widespread adoption and demand
not just in metro cities but also across tier-2 and 3
cities.As per Tracxn report, the quick commerce
space in 2024 saw a significant jump in terms of
funding as the sector raised $1.37 billion in equity
funding from 7 rounds, driven largely by Zepto,
which secured $1.355 billion across three $300
million rounds.In the next three years, Redseer
predicts a 40-45% GMV CAGR for g-commerce. Not
just groceries and food, all players have now
expanded their offerings that include toys, gold
during Dhanteras, beauty products, fashion and
electronics, among others.On Thursday, Swiggy’s
quick commerce platform Instamart in its 2024 report
said the fastest delivery of the year happened in Kochi
in 89 seconds and that a single user spent Rs 8.3 lakh
on gold during Dhanteras. People in Delhi have spent
about Rs 60 crore on noodle snack.The capital topped
the charts for maximum orders of potato chips and
instant noodles. Vizag went big on playtime, with a
user spending Rs 27,742 on toys this year. The
cheapest order of the year came in at Rs 3, a pencil
sharpener, purchased by a user in Hyderabad at 8:15
pm. A user from Chennai splurged Rs 1,25,454 on
electronics, electricals and home appliances this year,
picking up nearly 85 items.Instamart is aiming to
double its dark store count by March 2025 from 523 in
March 2024. In its first-ever results post IPO, Swiggy
said its quick commerce arm saw improved
performance where its gross order value growth
accelerated to 24% sequentially to reach Rs 3,382
crore.

Rupee continues to decline for third
consecutive session, hits low of 85.26

It can be noted that the rupee’s

drop to 85 from 84 happened

over two months, while the

decline to 84 from 83 took nearly

14 months.
—

MUMBAL The rupee continued to bleed | P\

for the third consecutive day on ™
Thursday, pressured by a firm dollar and 9

importers’ month-end dollar demand. At

the end of the market hours, the currency ’

lost 6 paise against the dollar at 85.2625
from 85.20 in the previous session and
had an all-time low of 85.2825 intra-
day.A trader said importers were very
active in the market, though trading
volume was relatively low as the year-end
is nearing. It can be noted that the rupee’s
drop to 85 from 84 happened over two
months, while the decline to 84 from 83
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took nearly 14 months.Yet in terms of the
real effective exchange rate (REER) at
over 108.14 in November, or its value
relative to multiple foreign currencies
after adjusting for inflation, it is still at

record high as its pair currencies have lost

much more than the rupee.

Since slipping below 84 in mid-October,

outflows (over $12 billion in a month),
worries over US president-elect Donald
Trump’s trade policies and a hawkish
Federal Reserve.However, persistent
interventions from the Reserve Bank
have kept the rupee’s decline in check.
According to RBI, it has sold more than
$47 billion in October alone to defend
the rupee.According to the RBI bulletin
for December, the Reserve Bank net sold
$9.28 billion in the spot forex market in
October while the net outstanding
forward sale stood at $49.18 billion
compared to the net sale of $14.58
billion in September.The central bank
said it purchased $27.5 billion and sold
$36.78 billion during October. As
against this the central bank has bought a
net of $9.64 billion in the spot market in
September. It can be noted that October
was the most volatile month for the
rupee which began with foreign funds
starting a selling spree of domestic
equities and then Donald Trump winning

the rupee has been falling gradually amid
growth slowdown, massive foreign

the US presidential polls only added to
the pain for the currency.

DAM Capital Advisors makes strong
market debut: Is it a long-term bet

New Delhi. DAM Capital Advisors
shares marked an impressive stock
market debut on Friday, December
27, opening at Rs 393 on the NSE,
reflecting a premium of 38.87%
over the issue price of Rs 283 per
share.On the BSE, the shares began
trading at Rs 392.90, showcasing a
38.83% premium. The listing
matched market predictions, as
analysts and the grey market
premium (GMP) had anticipated a
40%-50% premium, driven by robust
demand and positive sentiment.The
DAM Capital Advisors IPO received
an overwhelming subscription, closing
at 81.88 times oversubscription by
December 23. The public issue, valued
at Rs 840.25 crore, was entlrely an
Offer for Sale (OFS) of 2.97 crore
shares, ensuring no direct capital
inﬂow for the company.The IPO price
band ranged between Rs 269 and Rs
283 per share, with a minimum lot size
of 53 shares, requiring a minimum
investment of 4,'14,999 from retail
investors.The allotment of shares was

India
demand

NEW DELHI. The year 2024 is going to
end with a higher oil demand growth
rate as compared to China’s. This will
position the South Asian country as one
of the fastest-growing consumption
centres in the global oil market,
according to a report by S&P Global
Commodity Insights.

This shift is expected to continue into
2025, prompting India’s refiners to
accelerate expansion efforts and
broaden their crude diversification
strategies to keep pace with the surge in
demand.Despite China’s slower
demand growth, its market size—more
than three times larger than
India’s—will continue to contribute
significantly to global oil demand by
volume. However, oil market
stakeholders are increasingly turning
their focus to India, as its peak demand
is expected to occur much later than

finalised on December 24, and
investors could check their allotment
status via the BSE website or registrar
Link Intime India Pvt Ltd. Nuvama
Wealth Management Ltd acted as the
book-running lead manager for the
IPO.

ISITALONG-TERM BET?

Analysts have shared mixed perspectives
on the stock's long-term potential.

Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP (Research) at
Mehta Equities, noted the healthy
listing gains were driven by reasonable
valuations and strong market
sentiment. He advised conservative

investors to book profits above
expectations, while long-term
investors willing to embrace
volatility could hold their
shares.He highlighted DAM
Capital's 12.1% market share in
IPOs and QIPs in FY24 as a
sign of its strong market
positioning.Shivani Nyati,
Head of Wealth at Swastika
Investmart Ltd, highlighted the
company's strong growth in
investment banking services, including
equity capital markets, mergers and
acquisitions, and private equity
advisory. While she acknowledged the
IPO’s fully priced valuation, Nyati
recommended investors book partial
profits while maintaining a stop loss at
Rs 390.With its solid debut, DAM
Capital Advisors has positioned itself
as a key player in India's equity
markets. However, investors are
advised to closely monitor the
company's performance and broader
market trends before making long-term
decisions.

sees higher oil
growth than China

China’s.“India will be the leading
driver, along with Southeast Asia and
other parts of South Asia, of the
region’s future oil demand growth,”
said Kang Wu, global head of macro
and oil demand research at S&P Global
Commodity Insights.

He added that in 2025 India is forecast to
deliver a relatively faster growth in oil
demand of 3.2% as against China’s
1.7%. He emphasised the role of
petrochemical feedstock requirements
in oil consumption growth in both
countries next year. In the first ten
months of 2024, India’s oil demand
rose by 180,000 barrels per day (b/d), or
3.2% year-over-year, significantly
outpacing China, which saw a rise of
148,000 b/d, or 0.9%, according to data
from S&P Global Commodity Insights.
As the global oil market adapts to these
shifting dynamics, all eyes will remain

on India as it takes centre stage in
driving future growth in global oil
demand.India is also set to see
significant refining capacity growth in
2025. The country is just months away
from launching its first greenfield
integrated refinery complex in nearly a
decade, leading to active negotiations
with global oil producers for term crude
imports for a project with the potential
to generate incremental annual
feedstock demand of up to 9 million
metric tons. HPCL Rajasthan Refinery
Ltd., an integrated refinery and
petrochemical complex under
construction in Pachpadra, Balotra
district of Rajasthan, has already seen
certain units enter the pre-
commissioning stage. The refinery is
designed to process over 83% imported
medium-grade crude, with the
remainder being domestic crude.

Sanathan Textiles shares
list at 31% premium over

[PQ price. Hold or sell

New Delhi Sanathan Textiles made a strong debut
on the stock exchanges, listing at Rs 422 per
share, a 31% premium over its issue price of Rs
319.

The listing comes after the company’s initial public
offering (IPO) witnessed robust demand, with
subscriptions exceeding 36 times the total shares
on offer.The IPO, open between December 19
and December 24, aimed to raise Rs 550 crore,
comprising a Rs 400 crore fresh issue and a Rs
150 crore Offer for Sale (OFS).Sanathan Textiles
made a strong debut on the stock exchanges,
listing at Rs 422 per share, a 31% premium over
its issue price of Rs 319.The listing comes after
the company’s initial public offering (IPO)
witnessed robust demand, with subscriptions
exceeding 36 times the total shares on offer.he
IPO, open between December 19 and December
24, aimed to raise Rs 550 crore, comprising a Rs
400 crore fresh issue and a Rs 150 crore Offer for
Sale (OFS).SHOULD YOU HOLD OR SELL?

Analysts remain cautious despite the strong listing.
Shivani Nyati, Head of Wealth at Swastika
Investmart, noted the company's shrinking
margins and declining profitability as concerns.

While the IPO was reasonably priced, Nyati
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suggests investors consider booking profits
given the attractive 31% listing gains.

“Company made a quiet stock market debut, listing
at a significant 31% premium over its issue price
of Rs. 321. Those who took part in the initial
public offering (IPO) may take listing gains
profit,” Nyati said.

With a focus on reducing debt and expanding its
business verticals, Sanathan Textiles aims for
steady growth. However, investors must weigh
the company’s fundamentals against broader
market conditions before deciding to hold or sell.

How Indian stock market
benefitted under Manmohan Singh

whole world hear it loud and clear,”

Manmohan Singh's policies,
introduced during a time of economic
crisis in the early 1990s, reshaped
India's economy and transformed the
Indian stock markets.

New Delhi No power on earth can stop an

idea whose time has come. I suggest to
this August House that the emergence of
India as a major economic power in the
world happens to be one such idea. Let the
said
Dr Manmohan Singh during his first

budget speech on July 24, 1991, as India

embarked on its journey of economic
liberalisation.And rightly so, since India
has not looked back and scaled new

heights to emerge as an economic
powerhouse and ranks fifth globally in

GDP for 2024.The foundation for this
growth was laid by Former Finance and
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, known
as the architect of India’s economic
liberalisation, who died in Delhi at the age
of 92, leaving behind a lasting legacy.His

TRANSFORMATIVE ECONOMIC

policies, introduced during a time of
economic crisis in the early 1990s,
reshaped India’s economy and
transformed the Indian stock
markets.ingh’s policies came at a time of
deep financial distress for India, with
foreign reserves nearly depleted and the
country on the brink of economic
collapse. The reforms he introduced were
historic, dismantling decades of
restrictive controls and opening the
economy to global markets.

REFORMS

Manmohan Singh’s tenure as Finance

Minister saw the implementation of bold
measures that liberalised India’s
economy. The most notable among them
were the abolition of the Licence Raj,
opening the economy to foreign
investment, reducing import tariffs, and
introducing fiscal discipline.

"Singh also led various institutional

reforms, including the formation of the
Securities and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) as the regulatory authority, which
marked a critical step in ensuring
transparency and accountability in the

stock market," said Palka Arora Chopra.

Director, Master Capital Services.

The reforms introduced back then laid the
groundwork for the India we know today.
They transformed India’s economic
structure, making it more competitive and
globally integrated. This also created a
strong foundation for the Indian stock

market to flourish.
A REMARKABLE RISE IN
STOCKMARKET

The liberalisation measures had a direct and
long-lasting impact on the Indian stock

market. In 1991, the Sensex was trading at
around 1,000 points. Today, it has surged
past the 78,000 mark, delivering
exponential returns to investors over
three decades."As the nation pays
homage to Manmohan Singh, the
architect of liberalisation in India,
investors must be acknowledging with
gratitude the wealth created by the Indian
stock market after the initiation of
liberalisation in 1991. Sensex which was
around 1000 in 1991 has multiplied about
780 times since then to trade above 78000
now delivering excellent returns to long-
term investors. The market will continue
to deliver superior returns to investors in
the years to come since the India Growth
Story, which liberalisation triggered, is
very much intact," said Dr. V K
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Financial
Services."Singh also took steps to
strengthen Sebi in 1992, enhancing
transparency and regulatory oversight,
which in turn helped build trust among
investors. By opening the market to
Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) and
Foreign Direct Investments (FDIs).
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Delhi Wakes Up To Light Rain And Fog
Reducing Visihility- Check Weather Here

»This
improvement was

NEW DELHI. Light rain lashed
across several parts of Delhi on
Friday morning, accompanied by a
layer of fog that reduced visibility.

attributed to better

According to the India

meteorological
conditions, such

as increased wind

Meteorological Department (IMD),
the city recorded a minimum
temperature of 12°C and a
maximum of 20°C. The IMD has
also forecast "thunderstorms with
rain" for Friday and Saturday, with

speed, as
forecasted by the

more showers expected. Local
resident Deepak Pandey shared,
"The weather feels like Kashmir
now. It’s pleasant and great for

IMD and the

Indian Institute of

traveling, though it’s cold. The rain has also
reduced pollution levels." Similarly, tourist
Raman Kushwaha from Madhya Pradesh said,
"It’s cold, but the light rain makes it enjoyable

Tropical

Meteorology
[ITM).

26-Year-01d Man Sets Himself

On Fire Near Parliament, Dies
During Treatment

New Delhi. A 26-year-old man who set himself on fire

to explore places, and the pollution has
decreased."Drizzle, dense fog, and pleasant
weather were seen at Kartavya Path, but
despite the rain, Delhi's air quality remained in
the 'very poor' category. As of 7 am, the Air
Quality Index (AQI) was 371, according to the

Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB).
Specific AQI levels at various locations
included 398 in Anand Vihar, 340 at IGI
Airport (T3), 360 at Aya Nagar, 345 at Lodhi
Road, 380 at ITO, 315 in Chandni Chowk, and
386 at Punjabi Bagh.

Delhi AQI level
On December 24, the Central government’s air

quality monitoring panel revoked Stage 1V
("Severet") restrictions under the Graded

Response Action Plan (GRAP) due to
improving air quality. However,
measures under Stages I, 11, and IIT are
still in place to prevent worsening
conditions, according to the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM). This
improvement was attributed to better
meteorological conditions, such as
increased wind speed, as forecasted
by the IMD and the Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology (1I'TM).
Stage IV measures, which were
implemented on December 16 when
AQI levels crossed 400, included
restrictions on industrial activities,
construction, and entry of non-essential trucks
into Delhi. These measures aim to combat
severe pollution levels. GRAP is a system of
emergency actions taken in Delhi-NCR to
address air pollution based on AQI
severity.Stay informed on all the latest news,
real-time breaking news updates, and follow
all the important headlines in india news and
world News on.

Namo Bharat trains record five million

commuters since launch of RRTS

Data reveals that the highest numbers of passengers have traveled from

Ghaziabad and Meerut South stations on the corridor.

NEW DELHI. Since the launch

South spans 42 km and includes

near the Parliament on Dec 25 died during treatment at
RML hospital here on Friday, officials said.On
Wednesday, Jitendra from Uttar Pradesh's Baghpat tried
to immolate himself near the new Parliament building
after pouring a petrol-like substance on his body.

The fire was extinguished with the help of security
personnel deployed near the parliament.He was then

taken to RML hospital and admitted to the burn
wards.According to initial investigations, the man took
the extreme step due to a dispute with some people back
home in Baghpat.

His family has been facing two cases of assault with
another family in their village due to which he was upset,
police said.According to the hospital authorities, he
suffered 95 per cent of burn injuries and expired at 2.23
am on Friday.

The cause of death was burn shock due to inhalational
burns, resulting from 95 per cent of second-degree deep
dermal burns, the authorities stated. A police officer said
that Jitendra's body had been handed over to his family
after the post-mortem.

"He Used To Praise Me A Lot":

Lalu Yadav Pays Tribute To
Manmohan Singh

New Delhi. In the wake of the passing of former Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) chief Lalu Prasad Yadav fondly recalled his close
association with the esteemed economist and leader.
Speaking to ANI, Lalu Yadav highlighted the strong
personal rapport he shared with Manmohan Singh
frequently praising his efforts during their time together
in government."It is a great loss to the country. Dr
Manmohan Singh was an honest leader against whom
no allegations were ever made. [ was also a minister in
his cabinet, and I received immense support from him
when [ was serving as the Railway Minister. Hearing the
news of his passing has come as a deep shock. I pray to
God to grant peace to his soul," he said.

"We had a very good relationship, and he used to praise
me a lot. It was during his time that significant progress
was made in the railway sector, and the country saw
advancement. He served as the Prime Minister for 10
years. His passing has deeply saddened me," Lalu
Yadav added.

The RID chief also emphasized that today, the country
needs more people like Dr Singh.

"He was renowned as an economist around the world.
Today, the country needs more people like him, and his
absence will certainly be felt," he said. According to the
Congress sources, the remains of the former Prime
Minister will be brought to AICC headquarters in New
Delhi tomorrow for people to pay their last respects. His
lastrites will be performed near Rajghat.

Manmohan Singh passed away at AIIMS, Delhi, on
Thursday evening at the age of 92 due to age-related
medical conditions.He had a sudden loss of
consciousness at home after which he was rushed to the
AIIMS Delhi.President Droupadi Murmu, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi, and
leaders across the political spectrum condoled
Manmohan Singh's death.

Manmohan Singh was born on September 26, 1932, Apart
from being an economist, Manmohan Singh served as
Reserve Bank of India governor from 1982-1985. He
was the 13th PM of India with his tenure from 2004-
2014 and was the longest-serving PM after Jawaharlal
Nehru and Indira Gandhi.

of operations on the Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS
corridor in October 2023, over
five million commuters have
travelled in the Namo Bharat
trains, according to a statement
released on Wednesday
(December 25).

Data reveals that the highest
numbers of passengers have
traveled from Ghaziabad and 25
Meerut South stations on the
corridor.The 17 km priority
section (Sahibabad-Duhai Depot) of
the RRTS corridor was inaugurated on
Oct 23, 2023, by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.On March 6, 2024,
Namo Bharat services were extended
to an additional 17 km section from
Duhai to Modi Nagar North. Further
expansion took place on August 18,
with the addition of an eight km stretch

from Modi Nagar North to Meerut
South.Following the connection to

Meerut, commuter interest in the
Namo Bharat trains increased
significantly. On August 19, during
Raksha Bandhan, a record 34,000
commuters traveled on the trains. The
total number of commuters has now
surpassed five million.The operational
section from Sahibabad to Meerut

nine RRTS stations. Passengers
can travel between Sahibabad and
Meerut South in just 30 minutes.
Final trial runs underway on Delhi
section of RRTS
Currently, Namo Bharat trains are
undergoing final trial runs from
Sahibabad to Delhi, with stations
at Anand Vihar and New Ashok
Nagar. Anand Vihar, an
underground station, will be the
first of its kind on the RRTS
corridor.
Soon, the operational corridor will
expand to 55 km as Namo Bharat trains
begin service from Sahibabad to New
Ashok Nagar.In addition, NCRTC has
launched a loyalty points program,
offering a 10% discount on fares for
commuters who purchase QR code-
based tickets through the RRTS
Connectapp.

Delhi University plans to
introduce PhD in Hindu Studies
from 2025-26 session

NEW DELHI. Delhi University is planning to
introduce a PhD programme in Hindu Studies
from the 2025-26 academic session, according to
aproposal by a Standing Committee.

The Governing Body of the Centre for Hindu
Studies has recommended that the PhD
programme be introduced in 2025-26. The
programme was intended to begin earlier in the
current academic session but was postponed, as
per the proposal.The initiative to introduce a PhD
in Hindu Studies is aimed at creating
opportunities for students, the Joint Director of
the Centre for Hindu Studies, Prerna Malhotra
said.“Our Governing Board has recommended
starting a PhD in Hindu Studies, and the matter
will be placed before the Academic Council.
Students have been approaching the Centre,
enquiring about research opportunities,
especially those who have already qualified JRF
and NET in Hindu Studies. As a premier
institution, Delhi University is committed to
providing such opportunities and advancing
research in diverse areas of Hindu Studies.

Security beefed up for New
Year's Eve in national capital

NEW DELHI. The Delhi Police has intensified
security arrangements and increased deployments
in the border areas of the national capital for New
Year celebrations, officials said on Thursday.

More than 10,000 police personnel, including traffic
police are expected to be on the ground to rein in
hooliganism and traffic violations, they said.

“After Christmas, we have made a robust plan for the
security arrangements for New Year eve. We want
everyone to welcome the new year with great zeal
but no one will be allowed to breach the law,” a
senior police officer said.According to police,
additional pickets, barricades and personnel --
including paramilitary deployment -- will be made
at the borders to tackle nuisance by people from the
adjoining states, said the officer.

Delhi shares borders with Haryana and Uttar Pradesh
and lies close to Rajasthan.A large number of
people from these three states arrive in the national
capital for New Year celebrations. The police said
they have already deployed police personnel at
more than 10 locations for Christmas, but now they
have intensified their security and heavy
deployment has already been done on more than 15
locations from where vehicles enter the national
capital.

“The traffic police has already chalked out a plan to
combat motorcycle stunts and drink driving.
Additional forces from different police stations
will be deployed to help the traffic police,” another
senior police officer said. According to the police,
there will be shift duties and SHOs have been
ordered to be on the road with their teams to
maintain law and order on New Year Eve.

Delhi HC seeks reply from Uber, Centre after
nlea alleges bias against disabled people

Court has sought the stand of

~ The petitioner's counse|
alleged his client faced
disrespectful and
discriminatory behaviour
while booking an auto ride
on the app besides several
other challenges while
availing its company’s
services.

app.

Centre and Uber on a plea by a
lawyer who suffers from —
visual disability alleging — & T
discrimination while availing = - :
services of the ride-hailing g i LLE

B R — ]

On December 24, Justice S8
Sanjeev Narula issued notice
on the petition by advocate
Rahul Bajaj and asked the
Centre and Uber India
Technology Private Limited to
respond.

Bajaj’s counsel alleged his client faced
disrespectful and discriminatory behaviour
while booking an auto ride on the app
besides several other challenges while

navigate the route,

availing its company’s services.He shared
the incident where the auto driver not only
refused to drop Bajaj at the desired
destination for not wanting to assist him

but was also
disrespectful to him after reluctantly

agreeing for the ride.

The petitioner argued the diver’s
conduct exemplified discrimination
and said ride-hailing services such as
Uber had failed to ensure their drivers
were adequately trained and
sensitised according to the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act.

Though Uber claims of having a zero-
tolerance policy against
discrimination, it was ineffective in
facilitating disability sensitisation,
the petitioner said.Bajaj said despite
his posting about such incidents on

social media, he has continued to

experience reluctance by Uber’s auto
drivers. The plea sought appropriate
measures to address the situation. The

matter would be heard on March 27.

Waqf Panel Dissatisfied With Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Ru|us’rhun Responses

»BJP member
Jagdambika Pal,
chairman of the Joint
Committee on Waqf
Amendment Bill, said
the panel has given the
representatives of the
three states a fortnight to

furnish their responses
and would call them

again to appear before it
if required.

New Delhi.A parliamentary panel
examining the Waqf Amendment Bill
expressed dissatisfaction on Thursday
over the responses given by Karnataka,

Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh
about the status of Waqf properties
in their respective states.

BJP member Jagdambika Pal,
chairman of the Joint Committee
on Wagf Amendment Bill, said the
panel has given the representatives
of the three states a fortnight to
furnish their responses and would
call them again to appear before it
if required.The committee has
sought details about the Waqf
properties in states, including their
registration with the government, listing
of the properties by their character -

income generated by such properties
and whether their nature can be
changed.

Mr Pal said the committee will also tour
Kolkata, Patna and Lucknow between
January 18 and 20 to interact with
various stakeholders there.

He said some members
expressed their desire to visit Jammu

Department of Minority Affairs.

and Kashmir and a decision in this
regard will be taken after consulting Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla.
waqf by user or waqf by deed, the "The responses given by the delegations

of the three states were not satisfactory,
we have given them 15 days time to
furnish the responses and will call them
again if required," he said.Mr Pal said
these states have not furnished the
responses in the format specified by the

have also Delhi's Food and Supply Minister Imran
Hussain is scheduled to address the

committee on Friday, followed by
the recording of evidence by the
representatives of the Delhi
government.

The deposition of officials from the
Congress-led Karnataka
government comes in the wake of a
row over claims by BIP leaders that
over 1500 acres of land belonging to
farmers in the state were being taken
over by the Waqf board.Mr Pal had
visited Karnataka and interacted
with the farmers who had received

notices from the state government

regarding encroachment over properties
belonging to the Waqf Board.The
committee had also written to state
governments seeking details of Waqf
properties occupied by them in an
unauthorised manner as per the Sachar
panel report.The UPA government
constituted the Sachar Committee in

2005 to study the social, economic and

educational status of the Muslim

community in India.




INTERNATIONAL

NEWS BOX

Baby Driver Teen Star
Hudson Meek Dies After
Falling From Moving Vehicle

World. Teenage actor Hudson Meek has died after
falling from a moving vehicle in Alabama, authorities
confirmed. Meek, 16, was injured on December 19
while on a street in Vestavia Hills, a suburb of
Birmingham. He succumbed to his injuries two days
later, according to the Jefferson County Coroner's
Office.

The Vestavia Hills Police Department is currently
investigating the incident, but no public statements
have been made regarding the cause of the accident.

A post on Meek's Instagram account Saturday said,
"Our hearts are broken to share that Hudson Meek
went home to be with Jesus tonight. His 16 years on
this earth were far too short, but he accomplished so
much and significantly impacted everyone he
met."Specific details regarding a Celebration of
Hudson's Life to be held on December 28, as well as
how to contribute to a scholarship in Hudson's
memory at Vestavia Hills High School in lieu of
flowers, will follow. Please pray for Hudson's family
and friends as we all process this sudden and tragic
loss," the post further said.

The accident occurred Thursday night in Vestavia Hills,
Alabama, according to local news site AL.com. Meek
"sustained blunt force injuries after falling to the road
from a moving vehicle," Chief Deputy Coroner Bill
Yates told AL.com. Meek was taken to a hospital and
died Saturday night. Vestavia Hills police are
investigating his death, as per Variety.Hudson Meek
rose to fame with his portrayal as a young version of
Ansel Elgort's main character Baby, a professional
getaway driver with a passion for music. He also
appeared in "MacGyver," "The School Duet,"
"Genius," "Found," "Legacies," "Union," "Momma
Jenny & the Brooks Boys," "Providence," "Half Pint,"
"90 Minutes," "The List" and "The Santa Con."

Panama President Rules Qut
Talks With Trump Over Canal
Threat

Panama City. Panamanian President Jose Raul Mulino
on Thursday ruled out negotiations with US
President-elect Donald Trump over control of the
Panama Canal, denying that China was interfering in
its operation.ulino also rejected the possibility of
reducing tolls for US vessels in response to Trump's
threat to demand control of the vital waterway
connecting the Atlantic and Pacific oceans be
returned to Washington.

"There's nothing to talk about," Mulino told a press
conference."The canal is Panamanian and belongs to
Panamanians. There's no possibility of opening any
kind of conversation around this reality, which has
cost the country blood, sweat and tears," he added.

The canal, inaugurated in 1914, was built by the United
States but handed to Panama on December 31, 1999,
under treaties signed some two decades earlier by
then-US president Jimmy Carter and Panamanian
nationalist leader Omar Torrijos.

Trump on Saturday slammed what he called
"ridiculous" fees for US ships passing through the
canal and hinted at China's growing influence.

"It was solely for Panama to manage, not China, or
anyone else," Trump said in a post on his Truth Social
platform. "We would and will NEVER let it fall into
the wrong hands!If Panama could not ensure "the
secure, efficient and reliable operation" of the
channel, "then we will demand that the Panama Canal
be returned to us, in full, and without question," he
said.

-'No Chinese interference' -

An estimated five percent of global maritime traffic
passes through the Panama Canal, which allows ships
traveling between Asia and the US East Coast to
avoid the long, hazardous route around the southern
tip of South America.

Mars or new world Elon
Musk’s bold plan to redefine
humanity’s future on red
planet

World Elon Musk, the ever-visionary CEO of SpaceX
and Tesla, is reaching for the stars—literally. On
Friday, he hinted at a radical idea: renaming Mars to
"New World" once humanity establishes a colony
there. Musk took to X and reposted an image of the
Martian landscape from Gale Crater by the Curiosity
rover. He captioned it saying, "Mars will be called the
“New World”, justas America was in past centuries."

But for Musk, the name is only a small part of a grander
vision that involves transforming the Red Planet into a
thriving, self-sustaining hub for human
civilization. Why Mars? Musk’s bigger picture

Musk has long championed Mars as humanity's "backup
plan." On X (formerly Twitter), he described it as
"critical to the long-term survival of consciousness."
To Musk, Earth’s future is uncertain, and a thriving
colony on Mars could ensure the continuity of human
civilization in the face of catastrophic events.

“Earth is great, but it’s fragile. We need a backup,”
Musk stated recently, underscoring his belief in Mars
as humanity's next frontier.

The SpaceX game plan

SpaceX’s Starship rocket is central to Musk’s Mars
ambitions. Capable of carrying up to 100 passengers,
the Starship is designed to make interplanetary travel
affordable and frequent. Musk revealed that five
uncrewed missions are planned over the next two
years to deliver vital resources—water, oxygen, and
fuel-—and test equipment.Starship will make life
multi-planetary, preserving life as we know it from
extinction events on Earth,” Musk emphasized, with
the first crewed mission potentially taking off in the
early 2030s.Critics push backNot everyone shares
Musk’s enthusiasm. Astrophysicist Neil deGrasse
Tyson has been a vocal skeptic. "What’s the return on
investment? Nothing," Tyson recently remarked,
questioning the feasibility of colonizing Mars.
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WHO Chief Escapes Unhurt As Israel
Strikes Yemen Airport, UN Condemns Attack

WHO Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus
narrowly escaped an aerial
hombardment at Sanaa
International Airport in Yemen

on Thursday.

Sanaa.World Health Organization (WHQ)
Director-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus narrowly escaped an aerial
bombardment at Sanaa International
Airport in Yemen on Thursday, which
resulted in the deaths of at least two
people.Dr Tedros, along with his United
Nations (UN) and WHO colleagues, was
about to board a flight when the attack took
place, injuring one of the plane's crew
members.In a post on X, the WHO chief
Ghebreyesus said, "Our mission to
negotiate the release of @UN staff

detainees and to assess the health and
humanitarian situation in #Yemen
concluded today. We continue to call for the
detainees' immediate release. As we were
about to board our flight from Sana'a, about
two hours ago, the airport came under
aerial bombardment. One of our plane's
crew members was injured. At least two
people were reported killed at the airport.
The air traffic control tower, the departure

lounge -- just a few meters from where we
were -- and the runway were damaged. We
will need to wait for the damage to the
airport to be repaired before we can leave.
My UN and @WHO colleagues and I are

safe. Our heartfelt condolences to the
families whose loved ones lost their lives in
the attack."

The UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
condemned the attack and called for the

respect of international law, emphasizing
that civilians and humanitarian workers
must never be targeted.In a post on X,
Guterres regretted the recent escalation
between Yemen and Israel, and called the
airstrikes on the Sanaa International
Airport, the Red Sea ports and power
stations in Yemen "alarming".

According to the UN Chief, the airstrikes

reportedly resulted in numerous casualties
including at least three killed and dozens
more injured. He reiterated the call for all
parties to cease military actions and
exercise restraint.As per the Israel Defence
Force (IDF), the Israeli Air Force
conducted strikes on military targets
belonging to Houthis on the western coast
and inland Yemen. The attacks were carried
upon the Houthi military infrastructure
used for its military activities. The sites
targeted included the Sana'a International
Airport and the Hezyaz and Ras Kanatib
power stations in addition to Al-Hudaydah,
Salif and Ras Kanatib ports on the western
coast.

South Korea's acting president Han
Duck-soo faces impeachment vote

World South Korea's acting president
faced an impeachment vote on Friday,
as the country struggled to shake off
political turmoil sparked by his
predecessor's martial law declaration
that shocked the world.Han Duck-soo
took over as acting president from
President Yoon Suk Yeol, who was
suspended following a parliamentary
vote over his move to impose martial
law on December 3.But opposition
MPs now want Han, who is also prime
minister, removed from office too,
arguing that he is refusing demands to
complete Yoon's impeachment process
and to bring him to justice."Today our
Democratic Party impeaches Prime
Minister Han Duck-soo in accordance
with the people's order,” said
Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-
myung."The ‘acting authority' has
transformed into 'insurrectionary
authority"."In the impeachment motion
put before parliament, the opposition
said Han is "intentionally avoiding the
special investigation to probe those
involved in the insurrection and has
clearly stated his intention to reject the
appointments of three Constitutional

Court judges".Such actions, the motion
said, are "in violation of a public
official's duty to uphold the law... and
serve the public".If the opposition
succeeds in its bid, South Korea will
see its second impeachment of a head
of state in less than two weeks, further
destabilising its vibrant political scene.

It will also mark the first time South
Korea has impeached an acting
president.Finance Minister Choi Sang-
mok would step in as acting president
in Han's place.Holding an emergency
press conference with cabinet
members, Choi pleaded against the
opposition's action."An impeachment
motion against the acting authority is
no different from an impeachment
motion against the entire cabinet,”
Choi said."Our economy and people's
livelihoods, which are walking on thin
ice in a national emergency, cannot
bear the expansion of political
uncertainty surrounding the acting
authority," he added.

True colors

At the heart of the current row is the
composition of the Constitutional
Court, which will decide whether to

uphold parliament's decision to
impeach Yoon.The court is currently
short of three judges. While it can go
ahead with its six members on the
bench, a single dissenting vote would
reinstate Yoon.he opposition wants
Han to approve three more nominees to
fill the nine-member bench, something
that he has so far refused to do,
essentially leaving both sides in
deadlock.Han's refusal to formally
appoint the three judges "revealed his
true colours", said Democratic Party
lawmaker Jo Seoung-lac.The refusal
"is a direct challenge to the
Constitution and the law", said Jo,
adding the party would seek to impeach
Han to "restore constitutional order and
stabilise state affairs".Han has said that
he would certify the judges'
appointments only if his ruling People
Power Party (PPP) and the opposition
reach a compromise on the
nominees."The consistent principle
embedded in our constitution and laws
is to refrain from exercising significant
exclusive presidential powers,
including the appointment of
constitutional institutions.

Israel Strikes Houthi Military Targets In Yemen

Jerusalem.Isracli Air Force conducted
strikes on military targets belonging to
Houthis on the western coast and inland
Yemen, the Isracl Defence Force (IDF)
said on Thursday.The IDF said that the

W

plan of the airstrike was
approved by the Prime
Minister, Defence Minister and
the Chiefof the General Staff of
Israel. The attacks were carried
upon the Houthi military
infrastructure used for its
military activities. The sites
targeted include the Al-
Hudaydah, Salif and Ras
Kanatib ports on the western
coast."The Houthi terrorist
regime has repeatedly attacked
the State of Israel and its
citizens, including in UAV and
surface-to-surface missile attacks on
Israeli territory. The targets that were
struck by the IDF include military
infrastructure used by the Houthi
terrorist regime for its military
activities in both the Sana'a
International Airport and the Hezyaz

and Ras Kanatib power stations. In
addition, the IDF struck military
infrastructure in the Al-Hudaydah,
Salif and Ras Kanatib ports on the
western coast," the IDF said in a post on

-

X.The IDF further said that military
targets were used by the Houthi
terrorist regime to smuggle Iranian
weapons into the region and for the
entry of senior Iranian officials.

This is a further example of the Houthis'
exploitation of civilian infrastructure

for military purposes. The Houthi

terrorist regime is a central part of the

Iranian axis of terror, and their attacks

on international shipping vessels and

routes continue to destabilize the region
and the wider world. The

Houthi terrorist regime

operates as an autonomous

terrorist group while relying
on Iranian cooperation and
funding to carry out its
attacks. The IDF will not
hesitate to operate at any
distance against any threat to
the State of Israel and its
citizens," the IDF
concluded.This recent
operation comes days after

Israel had conducted a

similar strike on December
19 on Houthi targets in Yemen.

The IDF had announced that Israeli
fighter jets struck Houthi targets in
Yemen after the rebel group carried out
repeated missile and drone attacks on
Israel, The Times of Israel reported.

Morocco migrant boat
wreck on Dec 19 left 70
missing: Mali

WORLD. The sinking of a vessel carrying migrants in

Moroccan waters on December 19 left 70 people
missing, including 25 from Mali, that country's
government said on Thursday.Around 80 migrants
were on board the vessel heading for Spain, with "25
young Malians unfortunately identified among the
victims", the government said in a statement.Eleven
people were rescued, nine of whom were from Mali, it
said in the statement, which cited embassies in the
region, officials, victims' families and survivors.

Thousands of migrants attempt perilous sea crossings

from African shores each year in hopes of reaching
Europe, often in flimsy makeshift vessels.

More than 10,400 migrants have died trying to reach

Spain since 2024, including a record number heading

for the Canary Islands, the Spanish migration NGO
Caminando Fronteras said in a report on Thursday.

That was an average of about 30 a day, making it the

deadliest year in the organisation's records.At their
closest point, the Canaries lie 100 kilometres (62
miles) off the coast of North Africa. The shortest route
is between the coastal town of Tarfaya in southern
Morocco and the Canary island of Fuerteventura.

Butto avoid controls, smugglers sometimes take longer,

more dangerous journeys, navigating west into the
open Atlantic before turning north to the Canaries.

The Atlantic route is particularly deadly, with many of

the crowded, poorly equipped boats unable to cope
with the strong ocean currents.Some boats depart
African beaches as far as 1,000 kilometres from the
Canaries.

Mali has been suffering a serious security crisis since

2012, facing attacks from jihadist groups linked to Al-
Qaeda and the Islamic State organisation, as well as
by separatist movements and criminal gangs.The
International Organization for Migration, a UN
agency, estimates that since 2014, more than 16,400
migrants have died trying to reach Europe from
Africa, a figure that includes those headed to the
Canary Islands.

Russia Warns Against "Hypotheses”
In Azerbaijan Airlines Crash

Astana. Azerbaijani and US officials believe
a Russian surface-to-air missile caused the
deadly crash of an Azerbaijani passenger
jet, media reports and a US official said
Thursday, as the Kremlin cautioned against
"hypotheses" over the disaster.The
Azerbaijan Airlines jet crashed near the
Kazakh city of Aktau, an oil and gas hub, on
Wednesday after going off course for
undetermined reasons.Thirty-eight of the
67 people on board died. The Embraer 190
aircraft was supposed to fly northwest from
the Azerbaijani capital Baku to the city of
Grozny in Chechnya, southern Russia, but
instead diverted far off course across the
Caspian Sea.n investigation is underway,
with pro-government Azerbaijani website
Caliber citing unnamed officials as saying
they believed a Russian missile fired from a
Pantsir-S air defence system downed the
plane.The claim was also reported by The
New York Times, broadcaster Euronews
and the Turkish news agency Anadolu.

Some aviation and military experts said the
plane might have been accidentally shot by
Russian air defence systems because it was
flying in an area where Ukrainian drone
activity had been reported. A former expert
at France's BEA air accident investigation
agency said there appeared to be "a lot of
shrapnel" damage on the
wreckage.Speaking on condition of
anonymity, he said the damage was
"reminiscent” of Malaysia Airlines flight
MH17, which was downed with a surface-
to-air missile by Russia-backed rebels over
eastern Ukraine in 2014.Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters:
"It would be wrong to make any
hypotheses before the investigation's
conclusions."

-Shrapnel strikes reported -

Euronews cited Azerbaijani government
sources as saying that "shrapnel hit the
passengers and cabin crew as it exploded
next to the aircraft mid-flight".

A US official, speaking on condition of
anonymity, also said early indications
suggested a Russian anti-aircraft system
struck the plane.Kazakhstan news agency
Kazinform cited a regional prosecutor as
saying that two black-box flight recorders
had been recovered.Azerbaijan Airlines
initially said the plane flew through a flock
of birds, before withdrawing the statement.

Kazakh officials said 38 people had been
killed and there were 29 survivors,

including three children.

Jalil Aliyev, the father of flight attendant
Hokume Aliyeva, told AFP that this was
supposed to have been her last flight
before starting a job as a lawyer for the
airline.

"Why did her young life have to end so
tragically?" the man said in a trembling
voice before hanging up the phone.

Eleven of the injured are in intensive care,
the Kazakh health ministry said.

-Day of mourning -

Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev
declared Thursday a day of mourning and
cancelled a planned visit to Russia for an
informal summit of the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS), a grouping of
former Soviet nations.

"I extend my condolences to the families of
those who lost their lives in the crash... and
wish a speedy recovery to the injured,"
Aliyev said in a social media post
Wednesday.
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Sunil Gavaskar defends Virat
Kohli's fine: Can't hang a man for
picking a pocket

New Delhi  Legendary Sunil Gavaskar
reiterated his stance against Virat Kohli
shouldering Sam Konstas on Day 1 of the
Boxing Day Test, but said there were no
favours done to the superstar cricketer in
terms of the fine that was handed to him by
the International Cricket Committee.
Gavaskar quoted instances of players getting
similar sanctions for physical contact on the
field, stressing that protocols were followed
in Kohli's case as well.Speculation was rife
that Virat Kohli would be handed a one-
match ban for shouldering 19-year-old Sam
Konstas at the MCG in a heated on-field
moment. However, Kohli escaped a
suspension and was fined 20 percent of his
match fee. Match referee Andy Pycroft
charged him for Level 1 offence, the lowest
level of punishment for physical contact on
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the field.

A section of the Australian media, however, hit
out against the governing body, accusing it
of’being lenient towards Virat Kohli. Former
cricketers Ricky Ponting and Mark Waugh
lashed out at the authorities for not handing
Kohli a harsher punishment for the Boxing
Day act."Yes, you would say that the
punishment may be light, considering the
experience that he has had. But, that’s the
maximum punishment that is decided by the
ICC, He has not been done any favour,"
Sunil Gavaskar told Star Sports."If, for
example, the fine was 10 percent, then you
could have said ‘ah, he has been done a
favour’. But, the fine for a Level 1 offence is
maximum a 20 percent. [ am not 100 percent
on that, but I am given to understand that
there is one demerit point and a fine. That’s
the maximum allowed, that’s what has been
levied on him."No special favours have been
done to him. You can’t hang a man for
picking someone’s picket. That’s what the
Australian media is asking for."The
Australian media think they got away
because he is Kohli. But, that is not the
thing," he added.Virat Kohli was handed a
demerit point for the offence.

Physical contact on
cricket field is complete
no-no, says CA CEQ

MELBOURNE. Cricket Australia CEO Nick
Hockley on Friday said there is no place for
physical contact on the cricket field,
following the physical altercation between
India superstar Virat Kohli and Australian
debutant Sam Konstas.The brief showdown
took place after the 10th over of the
Australian innings on the opening day of the
fourth Test when the players were crossing
over.Kohli and Konstas bumped shoulders
while moving across the pitch in the face off
that was initiated by the travelling star.
Following the incident, Kohli was charged
with breaching Level 1 of the ICC Code of
Conduct and accepted the sanctions
proposed by match referee Andy Pycroft at
the end of the day. He was also fined 20

percent of his match fee.

"Not a great look I mean you know physical
contact on the cricket field is a complete no-
no so it wasn't great," Hockley told SEN
Radio."I think clearly Virat in accepting the
charge has taken responsibility," he added.

Konstas downplayed the incident, explaining
that Kohli had accidentally bumped into him,
a response Hockley considered remarkably
mature for a teenager."l actually thought
Sam showed maturity beyond his years and
was actually very kind of gracious to brush it
off," Hockley said."What it does is it
highlights just the intensity of the
competition but also just how much is at
stake in this series but yeah not a great look,"
he added.Kohli also received one demerit
point from the ICC.When asked whether the
penalty was sufficient, Hockley left it to the
officials."l think that's for the for the
officials. I've got a really experienced panel
of officials here and the main thing is that
kind of Virat has accepted the charge and
taken responsibility."When questioned
about the potential response had an
Australian player been involved, Hockley
replied.

New Delhi.

Indian wrestling continues
to grapple for survival

wThe sorry state of affairs in
wrestling continues even
though Aman Sehrawat, with
an Olympic bronze, salvaged
some pride. As 2024 nears
end, a look at the issues ailing
the sport and the way forward

to reclaim the good old days.
e S e

CHENNAI. Earlier this month, a Greco-
Roman wrestler from Railway Sports
Promotion Board (RSPB), who was
representing Rajasthan in the senior national
championships in Bengaluru, got a few calls
after he won the first bout. He was instructed
to pull out of the tournament as the RSPB has
not given him a no-objection certificate
(NOC) to compete in the championships.

A few Railway wrestlers though represented

their home states and even won medals
but a majority of them were deprived of
the nationals organised by the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFTI) for the second
straight year.The same was the case last
year as well. Repercussions for non-
participation, however, could be more this
time as in 2023 two nationals were
organised — one by the WFI and other by
the ad-hoc committee. The second one
was hosted by the RSPB and hence their
wrestlers got a tournament even if they
were not allowed to compete in the WFI’s
event.Besides, winners of Railway
nationals were considered for future
events given the situation at that time. It
may not be the case now and this can affect
Railway, who employs the country's top
wrestlers, badly.“It’s sad but wrestlers who
didn’t compete in Bengaluru nationals
would not be considered for upcoming
camps and tournaments,” Sanjay Kumar
Singh, WFTI president, told this daily. The
deadlock between the RSPB and WFTI is an
open secret and what makes it more
intriguing is the fact that unlike Railways,
the Services Sports Control Board (SSCB)
competed at the championships. Both RSPB

and SSCB are members of the WFL
Interestingly, RSPB secretary Prem Chand
Lochab is also the secretary-general of the
WFIL.

It all started last year in January when the
country’s top wrestlers — Olympic
medallists Bajrang Punia and Sakshi Malik
and multiple World Championships
medallist Vinesh Phogat — staged a protest
against former WFI president Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh accusing him of sexual
harassment. A lot has happened since then
with Brij Bhushan being sidelined, Sakshi

Mark Waugh questions ICC for being
'lenient’ with Virat Kohli in Konstas incident

New Delhi. Former Australia batter Mark

Waugh has slammed the International
Cricket Council (ICC), calling its 20
percent fine on Virat Kohli for shoulder
barge against Sam Konstas on Day 1 too
lenient. "It doesn't matter who you are;
that sort of behaviour is unacceptable,"
Waugh said on Fox Cricket. "He's
extremely lucky the penalty was so
lenient ... it could easily have been
deemed a Level 2 offence."The fine
should be at least 75% of the match fee
if you're going to impose a monetary
penalty. Incidents like this could
escalate, involving players or even the =
crowd, especially in hostile
environments. Physical contact of this
nature is simply notacceptable."

ICC match referee Andy Pycroft classified the

incident as a Level 1 offence, resulting in a
20 percent fine on Kohli's match fee and the
addition of a demerit point. Level 1 breaches
carry a minimum penalty of an official
reprimand and a maximum penalty of 50%
of the player's match fee, along with one or

J

two demerit points. On-field umpires Joel
Wilson and Michael Gough, third umpire
Sharfuddoula Ibne Shahid, and fourth
umpire Shawn Craig brought the charge
against Kohli.Kohli was found to have
breached Article 2.12 of the ICC Code of
Conduct for Players and Player Support
Personnel, which pertains to "inappropriate
physical contact with a Player, Player
Support Personnel, Umpire, Match Referee,

or any other person (including a
spectator) during an International
Match."The incident occurred at the end
ofthe 10th over of Australia's innings on
Day 1 of the Boxing Day Test in
Melbourne when Kohli walked up to
batter Sam Konstas and negligently
bumped shoulders with him.

Kohli admitted to the offence and accepted
the sanction proposed by Andy Pycroft
ofthe Emirates ICC Elite Panel of Match
Referees, eliminating the need for a
formal hearing.

Legendary India cricketer Sunil Gavaskar,
speaking on the same pre-match show,
expressed hope that Kohli would not be

remembered for this incident.

"That's just a slap on the wrist. These players

are highly paid professionals, so any fines
must serve as a deterrent. I understand the
ICC match referee followed the rulebook
and the playing conditions, but I hope Kohli,
one of the greatest players in the world, is
remembered for his incredible achievements
with the bat, not for this," Gavaskar said.

Nathan Lyon sledges KL Rahul after
batter drops to No.3 for Rohit Sharma

New Delhi.  Australia spinner
Nathan Lyon sledged India batter
KL Rahul during Day 2 of the
Boxing Day Test match in
Melbourne. When KL Rahul came
out to bat at No.3, Lyon asked the
batter - what did he do wrong to be
demoted in the batting order?

KL Rahul, who has done well as an
opener in the tour of Australia,
shifted one place down to make
way for India captain Robhit

! '...

Sharma. Rohit, who was batting at
No.6, to accommodate Rahul in the
opening spot decided to shift up to his
natural position after failures in the Adelaide
and Brisbane Test.However, the move did
not work out for India as Rohit was
dismissed after playing just 5 balls. Rohit
failed to negotiate a harmless delivery from
Pat Cummins and was dismissed after top
edging the ball.

Facing a short-of-length delivery outside off,
Rohit attempted an awkward pull shot. It
was a half-hearted effort, resulting in a
mistimed top-edge that ballooned towards
mid-on. Scott Boland made no mistake,
completing a straightforward catch to send
Rohit back to the pavilion. This experiment

of opening alongside Yashasvi Jaiswal,
seemingly an effort to revitalise his
approach, failed to bear fruit for Rohit as his
series scores now read a disappointing 3, 6,
10, and 3.Rohit's struggles against
Cummins in Test cricket have become a
recurring theme, with the statistics painting
a stark picture of his challenges. Rohit has
faced 199 deliveries, scoring just 127 runs
while being dismissed seven times by
Cummins in 13 innings. "That's just a lazy,
not switched on, not up for the moment type
of shot," Ricky Ponting said on Seven
Cricket. "He's been known as one of the best
hookers and pullers of the ball since he's
made his debut but that's just not there. KL

«IND vs AUS: Australia spinner y
Nathan Lyon sledged KL Rahul (

after the batter came out at
No.3 during India's batting
innings at the MCG. Lyon
jokingly asked what did Rahul
do wrong to he shifted down
to No.3 in the hatting order.

Rahul on the other hand looked assured for
the majority of his innings. Rahul was
undone by an absolute ripper from Pat
Cummins in the final ball of the second
session on Day 2. Cummins got the better of
Rahul with an outswinger, when the batter
was looking steady at 24 runs off 41 balls.

After KL Rahul's dismissal, Virat Kohli and

Yashasvi Jaiswal had taken the reins of the
innings and had added 90 runs. Kohli was
battin gat 35* while Jaiswal was closing in
on his century.

announcing her retirement and Bajrang
and Vinesh joining politics ahead of the
Haryana assembly elections. Despite
all these changes, the sorry state of
affairs in wrestling continues and the
Bengaluru tournament exemplified
it.“The protest caused irreparable
damage to wrestling in the country. The
biggest impact was reflected on the
Indian wrestlers’ show at the 2024 Paris
Olympics. Had it not happened, Indian
wrestlers would have won at least four
medals but unfortunately only one
medal could be earned,” lamented
Sanjay Singh.It’s usual for national
sports federations (NSFs) to predict
medals before every Olympics but not all of
them are always on the mark. However, the
negative impact of the unrest was clearly
visible as only one freestyle wrestler, Aman
Sehrawat, managed to qualify for the Paris
Games. Since the 2004 Olympics, at least
three or more men wrestlers (freestyle and
Greco-Roman) have qualified for the
Olympics but the number took a nosedive
ahead of the 2024 Olympics thus affecting
India’s medal chances at the quadrennial
event.

Rohit Sharma's captaincy
pathetic: Ex-selector tears into
India skipper in MCG Test

New Delhi. Former India chief selector MSK

Prasad has questioned Rohit Sharma's
'ordinary' run with the bat and his 'pathetic’
captaincy in the ongoing Border Gavaskar
Trophy against Australia. Prasad also drew a
link between Rohit's individual batting
performance and the team's performance.
Rohit managed scores of 6, 3, and 10 in his
first three innings batting in the middle
order.Rohit's return to the top of the order in
Melbourne brought no improvement, as he
was dismissed for just 3. His captaincy has
also come under scrutiny, with questions
raised about his field placements and bowling
rotations. Rohit Sharma missed the first

Border-Gavaskar Trophy Test, which India

won by 295 runs in Perth, led by Jasprit
Bumrah. Since Rohit returned to the side in
Adelaide, things have not gone well for India.

As Australia continued to pile on the runs, with

Steve Smith reaching his 11th Test century
against India, former BCCI chairman of
selectors MSK Prasad voiced his frustration
during commentary. Prasad strongly
criticised Rohit’s captaincy, batting, and
overall demeanour, describing him as
seemingly clueless.You really raised the topic
of Rohit Sharma's captaincy. Heading into
this series, you know, we had our 3-match
series against New Zealand. It was pathetic. It
never happened in the history of Indian
cricket that we lost back-to-back 3 games.
Rohit got absolutely no runs in that series, so
he comes into this series. He didn't play the
first game. Bumrah led the side very well, so
Rohit comes after the backdrop of continuous
failures," MSK Prasad said while speaking on
commentary on Day 2 of Boxing Day Test.

Manchester United just have to survive: Ruben
Amorim on Boxing Day loss vs Wolves

«Manchester United must

embrace survival mode to break

their wretched run after losing
for the fourth time in five
Premier League games,
according to manager Ruben
Amorim.

Manchester United manager
Ruben Amorim admitted his team must shift
to "survival mode" after a 2-0 loss to
Wolverhampton Wanderers compounded
their Premier League woes. United suffered
their fourth loss in five matches to languish in
14th place, just eight points clear of the

The Portuguese manager, who

"l manage, but I didn't train [the

relegation zone.

replaced Erik ten Hag six weeks ago,
pointed to limited time to train with
his players as a key reason for the
team's struggles. Amorim has
become the first United boss since
Walter Crickmer in 1932 to lose five
of his first 10 games across all
competitions.

players]," Amorim said. "They need
time to adapt to the new style of play.
Without results, it's even harder for
them to believe in the process. Right
now, we just have to survive and win
time to work on the team. It's a long
journey."Wolves took the lead through
Matheus Cunha's 58th-minute corner, which
curled over United goalkeeper André Onana
and into the net-a strikingly similar mistake
to one made during United's Carabao Cup
exit against Tottenham.Wolves manager
V-tor Pereira, who has now overseen back-

to-back wins since succeeding Gary O'Neil,
credited tactical planning for the goal. "We
analysed their weaknesses," Pereira said.
"Cunha is a special player who made the
difference."United's task was made even
harder when captain Bruno Fernandes
received a second yellow card two minutes
after halftime. Despite their numerical

disadvantage, Amorim noted
moments of promise but admitted
the team lacked potency even
before the red card. With 10 men,
we were near the goal, which is a
positive, but we lost," he said.
Marcus Rashford was left out for a
fourth consecutive match, with
Amorim reiterating that the
forward is not in his plans. The
England international has
reportedly sought a "new
challenge,” and Amorim's post-
match comments suggest little
chance of reconciliation."It's
always the same reason,"
Amorim said. "If he's not here,
you can make your mind up."When asked
about qualifying for European competitions,
Amorim dismissed such aspirations,
stressing the need to focus on rebuilding.
"We have to work on a lot of things-on and
off the pitch. Let's focus on each game and
make use of every training session," he said.
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B Celebrate 4 Years Of Love

auahar Khan and Zaid Darbar, one of

the most loved celebrity pairs, marked

four years of their marriage on

December 25. To make the occasion extra

special, the Bigg Boss 7 winner took to her

social media handle and treated her Instafam
with a collage video featuring moments of
their journey together. The clip depicted
significant major milestones in their
relationship, capturing adorable pictures
from their wedding day to their exciting
pregnancy journey.Sharing the post, Gauahar
penned down a heartfelt note that reads, “No

J matter what the chronology, my memories of

the last four years with you have only been,

All Heart!!!! [ love you, husband. Thank you

/ for being my greatest source of joy, support,
and peace! Allahumma Baarik Fee Happy
anniversary, Jaanu! #25thdecember.”

Zaid, on the other hand, posted a few moments
from their fourth wedding anniversary
celebrations. In a video, the couple fed cake to
each other. The highlight of the clip was a
sweet lip kiss between them. As it moves
forward, we see Zaid playing with his son’s
toy.Sharing the video, Zaid wrote, “My world
#happyanniversary Jaanu.”

L1 As soon as the posts were shared online, the

comment section was flooded with reactions

from fans and celebs alike. Zaid’s brother

Awez Darbar wrote, “Happy happy

Anniversary aap dono ko dekh kar mera bhi

mann ho raha hai.. Ab main bhi karlu shaadi."

Actor Sandeep Goyat wrote, “Happy

anniversary Stay happy and blessed." TV

actor Gautam Rode wrote, “Happy
anniversary both of you."Gauahar got
¢ married to Zaid, the son of renowned music

composer Ismail Darbar, on December 25,

_+ 2020. The duo announced the pregnancy in
/ December 2022 and welcomed their first
child, a son named Zehaan in May
2023.Meanwhile, on the work front, Gauahar

is currently starring in the show Fauji 2,

‘
Makes A Comeback To Television With

Grihalaxmi Amid Breast Cancer Battle

P opular TV actress Hina Khan, who is currently fighting breast cancer, is making a powerful return

to the screen with “Grihalaxmi." Despite her ongoing battle, the actress has decided to keep moving

forward. The upcoming gripping drama, centered around power and survival, also stars Chunky
Pandey, Rahul Dev, and Dibyendu Bhattacharya. The makers of the show have unveiled jtg== = _.
teaser.“Grihalaxmi" tells a compelling story of resilience, survival, and personal transformation. The
intense drama will stream on EPIC ON.

In July, Hina announced her return to work for her first assignment since her breast cancer
diagnosis. In a heartfelt post, the ‘Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata Hai’ actress wrote, “My first work
assignment after my diagnosis. oy R vl
Walking the talk is = P
challenging, especially when i
facing life’s biggest ‘-f-"/ -,
challenges. So, give '
yourself a break on bad
days; it’s okay... you
deserve it. However,
don’t forget to live your
life on the good days, no
matter how few they are.
These days still hold
importance. Accept the
change, embrace the
difference, and
normalize it."

On June 28, Hina Khan
confirmed that she =
had been diagnosed
with stage three breast

cancer. Taking to her ' E which airs on DD National. Backed by
Instagram, the actress f T\T\"\'T Sandeep Singh, the show is a sequel to the
shared a note that read, K iconic 1989 series Fauji, which featured Shah
“Hello everyone, To / Rukh Khan in his debut role.

Apart from this, she is seen in Ravi Dubey and
Sargun Mehta’s show Lovely Lolla alongside
Isha Malviya, Dolly Ahluwalia and Nikhil
Khurana.

Ananya Panday Devours A Burger

address the recent
rumor, I want to share
some important news
with all the Hinaholics

—
and everyone who loves =,
and cares for me. I have

been diagnosed with stage three breast cancer. Despite this challenging diagnosis, I / A A "

wish to reassure everyone that I am doing well. I am strong, determined, and fully / \ \\ lll Kho Gaye Hlllll Kahan BTS,

committed to overcoming this disease. My treatment has already begun, and I am ready .

to do everything necessary to emerge from this even stronger." !// ' \ \ Slddhalll', AdarSh Gﬂﬂf Amlllld
Meanwhile, on the work front, Hina earned significant recognition for her portrayal in y - e ———

“Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata Hai." She is also widely remembered for her negative role as 4
Komolika in “Kasautii Zindagii Kay." She also appeared in the comedy-drama series
“Namacool," directed by Ritam Shrivastava, as well as “Shinda Shinda No Papa."

Sanjeeda Shaikh

Says Animal Changed Her View Of Rashmika #
Mandanna; ‘With Pushpa 2, My Respect...” %

P ushpa 2: The Rule continues to wreak havoc atthe  and Kyaa Hoga Nimmo Kaa actor remarks, “I thought

ho Gaye Hum Kahan, the coming-of-age

drama starring Ananya Panday, Siddhant

Chaturvedi, and Adarsh Gourav, has
officially completed one year since its release in
2023. To mark the special milestone, Adarsh
took to Instagram to share a series of behind-the-
scenes moments, offering fans a glimpse into
the camaraderie and fun shared by the cast.The
BTS photos captured the trio in various candid
and goofy moments. In one picture, Adarsh and
Siddhant are seated on a sofa with Ananya
perched playfully on their legs. Another photo
features Ananya enjoying a burger with her eyes
closed, embracing her inner foodie. Adarsh even
shared a snapshot of himself sitting in a tub of
water, along with other cheerful moments of the
castbonding on set.

Reflecting on the film’s anniversary, Adarsh
wrote a heartfelt caption, celebrating the
memories and friendships the film brought him.
“1 year to the film that’s given me so many core
memories, good friends, and an experience of a
lifetime," he wrote. He also expressed gratitude
to the film’s team, including director Arjun
Varain Singh, producers Zoya Akhtar and Excel
Movies, and the casting team, for believing in
him to portray a gym enthusiast. “Grateful to
@arjunvarain.singh and @zoieakhtar
(@excelmovies @nandinishrikentcasting
(@karan_mally for trusting me to play a gym bro
when [ looked nothing like one when I started
out," he added.

Adarsh also thanked his fitness trainers for
helping him undergo a significant
transformation for the role and shared how
much he missed working with his co-stars,
Ananya Panday and Siddhant Chaturvedi,
calling the film an “extremely special" project.

Siddhant Chaturvedi responded to the post with a
red heart emoji, while fans flooded the
comments with love for the film. Comments
included, “Forever my favorite film," and “This
was a cool movie... will get rich by time."
Others expressed their plans to rewatch the film,
with one fan calling it their New Year’s
ritual. Kho Gaye Hum Kahan was a poignant
coming-of-age drama that delved into the
complexities of friendship, self-discovery, and
navigating adulthood in the digital age.

box office! It has scripted created history as ithas ~ she was really good and graceful in Animal. That one
crossed the record of Prabhas starrer Baahubali2:  scene she had with Ranbir in the film changed my idea

The Conclusion, to emerge as the highest-grossing  of her and she came in the category of a very good

Indian film of all time. While Allu Arjun’s fans  performer. And then I watched her in Pushpa 2 and my

continue to gush over his box office standing and  respect for her increased even more.”

mega-stardom, it wouldn’t be wrong to state that even Lauding Rashmika for managing to capture the

Rashmika Mandanna hasn’t gone unnoticed. Now, in  audience’s attention in an Allu Arjun film, Sanjeeda

an exclusive chat with Newsl8 Showsha, Sanjeeda  adds, “I like watching good performances.

Shaikh too can’t stop raving about Rashmika.She  Pushpa 2 is an Allu Arjun film but for
Rashmika to stand out and make her
mark was laudable. She performed
her scenes so effortlessly! That one
scene where she answers back to
everyone that yeh mera husband
hai was so beautifully done. She
really left an impact on me.”

As for Sanjeeda, she too is infused
with the spirit to take her career a
notch higher in 2025. And she has
no qualms about having ‘smaller
parts” anymore. “I’'m okay with
it. One matures with age. When
you spend enough time in the
industry, you understand how it
exclaims, “The last film I watched was Pushpa 2. I~ works. I know what I can do and
loved it! I never thought that I’'m competing with my ~ what I can’t, as an actor. When |
contemporaries but I've this new-found love for  was doing TV, I only wanted to
Rashmika." But her ‘admiration’ for Rashmika began  play lead characters. Once I saw
with Animal, which hit the screens last year. Sanjeeda  progression in myself, I became
says, “Earlier, I used to see her on social mediaalotbut  confident. When you know that
after watching a couple of her performances, you’vetheability to stand out and
especially in Animal, my perspective changed.” be noticed no matter what you do,

Pointing out the sequence of Rashmika’s confrontation ~ your whole perspective
scene with Ranbir Kapoor in the film, the Heeramandi ~ changes," she says.
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