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Negotiate with
China, but warily

State-specific agri policy is the way forward

The draft policy lacks understanding of the agrarian crisis. It has not taken into consideration the bitter experiences of farmers with private companies.

THE Indian economy seems to be on a slow downswing —

THE wheel seems to be turning full circle, going by
the recent interaction between India’s National
Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval and Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi. The 3,488-km-long
Line of Actual Control (LAC) between the two
countries has been subjected to frequent
turbulence since India became independent in
1947 and the Chinese Communist Party wrested
power in China in 1949. While India extended a
friendly hand by supporting the inclusion of China
as a permanent member of the Security Council
and recognising Chinese suzerainty over Tibet,
China responded by attacking India in 1962 and
occupying Aksai Chin in Ladakh as well as some
areas in Arunachal Pradesh.

Since then, China has frequently indulged in
expansionism in Ladakh and Arunachal by
violating the LAC. However, having experienced
the Chinese perfidy, India realised that the only
way to respond to the Chinese moves was to
maintain a firm and active stance. Thus, Chinese
aggression at Nathu La in 1967 and Sumdorong
Chu in 1987 was forcefully opposed, resulting in
the maintenance of the status quo. It became clear
that the Chinese respected strength.ollowing Deng
Xiaoping’s maxim of “hide your capabilities, bide
your time”, the Chinese maintained a low profile
for the next two decades while building up their
economic and military might. During this period, a
series of agreements between India and China
were signed —in 1993, 1996, 2005 and 2013 —to
ensure peace and tranquillity and recognise
existing realities along the LAC.

However, as it grew stronger, the display of China’s
expansionist tendencies started becoming
obvious, with frequent violation of the aforesaid
agreements. Thus, in 2014, the Chinese occupied
Y-Junction and debarred the entry of Indian patrols
to the Depsang Bulge, thereby denying
approximately 1,100 sq km area for patrolling up
to the Indian claim line. Likewise, Charding La
access to Indian patrols near Chumar in Ladakh
was denied from 2017 onwards. Additionally, a
serious attempt to capture the Doklam Plateau in
Bhutan was made in 2017, with the likely aim of
posing a threat to the sensitive Siliguri corridor of
India. The PLA design of aggressively creeping to
occupy/threaten India-claimed areas emerged
clearly.Then, in 2020, amid the Covid-19
pandemic, China occupied territory north of
Pangong Tso, Hot Springs and Galwan in Ladakh.
The Indian Army retaliated strongly at Galwan,
inflicting an undisclosed number of casualties on
the PLA while suffering the loss of 20 personnel
itself. Additionally, it also occupied its claimed
areas on the Kailash Range. The resolute stand by
the Indian forces put an effective spanner in the
Chinese expansionist designs. Negotiations after
the hostilities ensured partial restoration of the
status quo ante in most of these areas. Since then,
for the past four-and-a-half years, both sides have
been in an eyeball-to-eyeball confrontation in the
area, with more than 50,000 troops deployed on
either side.Till the boundary question between the
two nations is finally settled, any future dialogue
must take into account lessons from the past. Trust
has been the first casualty in this relationship.
Time and again, China has gone back on
previously concluded agreements. In an effort to
increase territorial gains, it has blatantly
disregarded principles agreed upon between the
two. As its power has grown vis-a-vis India’s, its
stance has undergone changes to exploit its
strengths. A similar tendency is also visible in its
interactions with littoral states of the South China
Sea. This lack of trust fuels unpredictability,
making contending parties wary of each other.

The collusive relationship between China and
Pakistan is well known. A close nexus has
developed between the two over the past 50 years.
Since both harbour an adversarial stance towards
India, the possibility of a two-front threat to India
cannot be ruled out. Therefore, the need to tread
carefully in interacting and developing ties with
either can hardly be overemphasised

B Multipronged strategy a must to curb gender-based violence

AN ongoing investigation by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has found that over 260 Canadian
colleges and universities allegedly entered into
agreements with two Indian firms involved in a
human trafficking racket. This revelation is a major
embarrassment to the Canadian government, which
asserted earlier this week that it was committed to
strengthening the integrity of its immigration system.
It’s apparent that Canada’s efforts to curb visa fraud
have left a lot to be desired.Canadian immigration
authorities have detected thousands of potentially
fraudulent student acceptance letters this year, but this
isabelated step to cover up regulatory lapses. The ED,
which is probing a money laundering case linked to
the trafficking of Indians, has unearthed a conspiracy
under which applicants were charged Rs 55-60 lakh
each to facilitate their illegal entry into the US. The
modus operandi was simple: take admission in a
Canadian college or university; obtain a student visa;

2024-25 is heading for 6.4 per cent growth against the
earlier estimate of 7 per cent. The following financial year
is expected to maintain the same trajectory, say a range of
global analysts. The economy is clearly on a downward
shift. Even on this lower gear, the economy will be
moving at a faster pace than most of the other large
countries. So, this slowdown is not worrying the
leadership as this will still allow the system to function at
a stable state.But finding the reason for the slowdown and
its remedy is important as large sections of the people
continue to remain very poor. What is worse is that there
is a sharp difference in incomes, with only a small section
enjoying the fruits of the country's high economy.

n 2022-23, the top one per cent of the population received

22.6 per cent of India's national income. Plus, there is a
rural-urban divide. The per capita consumption
expenditure in rural India was Rs 3,773 as compared to Rs
6,459 in urban India. Thus, it is the urban consumption
that is doing the heavy lifting. The key reason for the
slowdown is the inadequate consumption. This is
particularly so for the urban middle class, which is the key
mover for the overall demand. This will result in slack for
consumption-producing businesses. These will cease to
go ahead at full steam. As a result, the firms will hire
fewer workers. This will slacken demand and heighten
the slowdown in overall consumption.In rural India, the
situation is, if anything, worse. To make ends meet,
women in rural households are going out to work to help
feed the families by supplementing the men's inadequate
wages. But, critically, the women are working in fields,
not in factories. So, they are missing out on the higher
wages that factory workers earn. The high growth rate has
been enabled by two forces — growing manufacturing
and services. But the robust manufacturing is now
slacking, as mentioned earlier. Broad-based growth
would have taken place ifthe women in rural areas moved
to factories instead of staying in farms.The high growth
has also been enabled by a sharp rise in capital investment
in more factories and public infrastructure, the latter
made possible through higher public investment.Better
roads, power and railways caused factories to feel
optimistic and grow more. This caused cars, trucks and
two-wheelers to face booming markets. Hence, it resulted
in consumption expenditure by the middle class,
particularly in urban areas.Today, these factories, mostly
producing fast-moving consumption goods, are slacking.
So, the dream that we have been waiting for — more jobs
in factories in urban areas for more women from the rural
areas — has paled.Now, let as look at services, which has
been highly robust through the period of high growth. The
robust consumption has caused more jobs to be created to
service cars, two-wheelers, TV sets etc. As
manufacturing slackens, the high growth in services is

also likely to see a slowdown.That leaves us the export
services, which are made possible by the software
engineers who are going up to the higher level of artificial
intelligence. Here also, a negative impact is coming to the
fore — nearshoring.Developed economies are becoming
stricter with immigration so that there is a growing need
for leading Indian software companies to go in for
nearshoring. They are seeking to people development
centres in the developed countries themselves with more
local talent.The bright sign is that large companies of
developed countries are setting up more and more highly
sophisticated global development centres in India, which
is creating more high-level engineering jobs.

This is good news for highly skilled Indians, but the total

numbers are small. The service exports by these
companies and the country are real, but the total impact
on national growth is minimal.In response to the
slackening growth and the exigencies of the elections, the
government has decided to pay cash grants to
women. This will be positive for the gender economy and
demand push for consumption, but this is not a lasting
economic solution.The right way to begin is to reform
agriculture. This will raise agricultural productivity and
raise farm incomes. This will raise rural consumption and
do the economy good. But this will lead to fewer

Student visa fraud

Canada needs to get its act together

farmhands through greater mechanisation and also better
seeds and agricultural practices.The farmhands will have
to be found jobs in urban areas through factories,
construction and urban services by being used by
municipalities to deploy services like handling of urban
dry waste. But the key issue is how factories will find the
need to grow capacity and set up new factories.So, the
great need is to grow demand by persuading the Reserve
Bank of India to lower interest rates and increase the
money supply. The obvious risk will be a spurt in the
inflationary level. Right now, the hope is that the rabi crop
will deliver the goods, unlike the kharif crop which has
been a partial letdown.The growing money supply will
create higher demand for factories, which will hopefully
expand their machineries and set up new plants. This will
create higher demand for capital goods. The government,
with its fiscal slight opening up, will create more supply
for higher demand for capital goods, creating more roads,
bridges and a better functioning railways.There is a need
to give economic growth a push so that at the end of the
day, higher demand will reduce poverty and increase the
numbers of the middle class.But there is a catch in this
whole scenario. If the climate lets us down, leading to
droughts, floods and untimely rain damaging growing
crops, it will all come to naught.

go to Canada but don’t join the institution; sneak into
America through the US-Canada border. The massive
fraud might have gone undetected had a horrifying
tragedy not happened. A family of four from Gujarat
was found frozen to death near the border in January
2022. The desperate pursuit of the American Dream
had claimed the lives of Jagdish Patel, his wife and two
kids.

Canada continues to be a popular destination for Indian
students, genuine or otherwise, even though Delhi-
Ottawa relations have soured over the past year or so. In
the current year, over four lakh Indians are studying in
the Maple Country. The ED findings should prompt
Canada to clean up its immigration system on priority.
Considering that foreign students and immigrants have
played a key role in the country’s economic success,
Canada should crack down on shady institutions and
unscrupulous agents. Closer coordination with India is
amust to weed out fraudsters.

It’s high time the UN General Assembly started negotiations for a global convention on the elimination of gender-based violence.

CELEBRATED Mexican activist Norma Andrade was at
the UN Office in Geneva on December 5 to raise
awareness about femicide. She knew exactly what it
means since her daughter, Lilia Alejandra, was
murdered in that city in 2001. “A woman is just
disposable,” Andrade said. Her pithy comment reflects
the reality of the new global scourge — femicide — that
has afflicted societies around the world.

An estimated 2,526 women were murdered and hundreds
disappeared in Mexico’s Ciudad Juarez from 1993 to
2023. In many societies, an absence of community
rootedness dehumanises people, who tacitly accept
femicide as the new normal. Moreover, laxity in
policing, the collapse of governance structures, the
complicated maze of the justice delivery system and a
lack of sensitivity lead to impunity for the perpetrators.

The term ‘femicide’ is used to refer to all types of gender-
related killings of women and girls (also known as
‘femicide/feminicide’). Cases are monitored by the UN
Office on Drugs and Crimes (UNODC) and UN
Women. Home has become the “most dangerous place
for women and girls”. As per the 2024 UNODC report,
as compared to 11.8 per cent killings of men, 60.2 per
cent women were killed by their close partners or other
family members.The UNODC report says that about
51,100 women and girls were killed in 2023 at home by
their partners or other family members (48,800 in 2022)
out of the total 85,000 killings of females (89,000 in
2022). Thus, femicides account for 60 per cent of all
female killings globally. In other words, an average of
140 women and girls worldwide lose their lives every
day at the hands of their partner or a close relative.

Gender-based violence remains a global challenge.
Gender-related killings of women are “most brutal and
extreme manifestation of violence against women and

girls”, UN Women said on November 25,
2024. Femicide differs from other forms of
homicides since there is an explicit intention
to kill a female solely on the basis of her
gender. In order to eliminate the root cause of
femicide, the regulatory processes could
trace the genesis and symptoms at home, at
workplaces, schools or public spaces,
including intimate partner violence, sexual
harassment and other forms of sexual
violence, harmful practices and trafficking.
Femicide transcends borders, socio-economic
status and cultures. Its severity varies from
region to region and country to country.
Africa had the highest toll (21,700) of
family-related killings of women in 2023,
followed by Asia (18,500), Americas
(8,300), Europe (2,300) and Oceania (300).
In Europe and Americas, 64 per cent and 58
per cent of the victims were Kkilled,

respectively, by their close partners. Women

in Africa and Asia are more likely to be killed by family
members than by their partners. It calls for an end to the
culture of impunity and holding the perpetrators
accountable amidst challenges of non-reporting of
killings and the collapse of the justice delivery
mechanisms in fractured societies.

There have been organised efforts as well as framing of

instruments and structures to emphasise that “a woman
is as much human as a man”. In the post-UN Charter
(1945) era, the first breakthrough came with the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR), adopted by the UN General Assembly
(UNGA) on December 10, 1948. A feisty Indian woman
delegate, Hansa Mehta, is credited with getting the word

‘men’ replaced by ‘human beings’ during the drafting
process.The UDHR emphatically declares: “All human
beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights”
(Article 1) to provide normative equality between men
and women. However, it took 30 more years to address
the issue of discrimination against women when the
UNGA adopted the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
through its resolution dated December 18, 1979.

In defining discrimination against women, CEDAW has

identified “any distinction, exclusion or restriction
made on the basis of sex”. Still, CEDAW refrained from
addressing the challenge of violence faced by women.
So, it was sought to be supplemented by the UNGA
through resolution 48/104 of December 20, 1993, in the

Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women. In defining
the phrase “violence against women”,
the declaration brought into vogue a
new global term, “any act of gender-
based violence”. The UNGA
Declaration sought to establish an
umbilical link with CEDAW. It aimed
to fill the gaps in the latter.

In 1999, the UNGA designated
November 25 as the International Day
for the Elimination of Violence against
Women. At the regional level, the only
directly applicable instrument remains
the 1994 Inter-American Convention
on the Prevention, Punishment and
Eradication of Violence against
Women. With 34 parties, the
convention has defined violence
against women as “any act or conduct
based on gender that causes death or

physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to

women, whether in the public or the private
sphere” Notwithstanding the OAS (Organisation of

American States) Convention, there is a rising tide of

femicide in the Americas, as shown by 8,300 killings of

women and girls in 2023.Femicide requires a

multipronged strategy to attain the aspirational goal of

‘elimination’ of violence against women and girls. A

2022 book, Sexual and Gender-Based Violence in

International Law, has pointed out that “the control over

female sexuality remains central to the social, cultural

and State-driven global normative systems”. It has
called for de-legitimisation that can help in the
elimination of femicide in the foreseeable future.
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India Inc remembers Singh,
his 1991 reforms

NEW DELHI. The various policies introduced by
Manmohan Singh played an important role in lifting
India’s economic growth and making it a
powerhouse, top business tycoons said while
remembering the former Prime Minister and Finance
Minister who passed away on Thursday at the age of
92.Aditya Birla Group chairman Kumar Mangalam
Birla said Singh’s most defining contribution was the
1991 reforms, which spurred a multi-decadal
economic boom and more importantly reshaped the
calculus of possibilities for India and Indians.

N Chandrasekaran, chairman, Tata Sons, stated that
Singh was one of the stalwarts who envisioned a new,
liberalised India hat is taking its rightful place in the
world.“Singh will always be remembered for his
visionary thinking and deep insights while always
being humble and upholding his personal values,”
added Chandrasekaran.Baba Kalyani, chairman &
MD of Bharat Forge, said the Budget, the New
Industrial Policy and Foreign Trade Policy that Singh
announced in 1991 are pathbreaking reforms in
India’s economic history, that heralded the country’s
transformation from a command and control-based to
a free-market economy and set course for India and
Indian companies to participate in the globalisation
era.

“While the 1991 economic reforms were his defining
moment, Singh’s terms as the Prime Minister will be
remembered for the historic US-India Nuclear deal,
setting up the UIDAI and subsequent launch of
AADHAR, the MNREGA scheme promoting rural
infrastructure creation among others,” said Kalyani.
Singh served as the Prime Minister of India between
2004 and 2014. During this period, India saw a
decade of robust economic growth, with GD growing
at an average of 6.9% annually.“Prime Minister, Dr.
Manmohan Singh, was a gentleman, a scholar, and a
value-based politician. His leading the economic
reforms, under the guidance of Sri Narasimha Rao, is
what laid a strong and durable foundation for the
acceleration of India’s economic growth. Therefore,
every Indian should be extremely grateful to this
extraordinary individual for enhancing the prosperity
of our country.” - Narayana Murthy, founder, Infosys
Limited

Delhi HC dismisses PIL
challenging Patent Chief’s
appointment

NEWDELHI. The Delhi High Court has dismissed a
public interest litigation (PIL) challenging the
appointment of Unnat Pandit as the Controller
General of Patents, Designs and TradeMarks.

“It is noted that the present writ petition has been filed
as a Public Interest Litigation involving a service
matter. In the given circumstances, we do not
consider it apposite to entertain the present petition
any further. The same is accordingly closed,” a
bench headed by Acting Chief Justice Vibhu Bakhru
said in an order dated December 18.The All India
Patent Officers Welfare Association (AIPOWA) had
moved the court seeking quashing of Pandit’s
appointment on the grounds that the
recommendation by a Search Committee did not
comply with the “mandate of law” and that the
process of appointment was arbitrary. The HC order
cited guidelines of the Supreme Court that bar
admitting PIL on certain categories, including
“service matters and those pertaining to pension and
gratuity.” The petitioners had argued that Unnat
Pandit’s appointment was ineligible as he did not
meet the requirement of a minimum of five Annual
Confidential Reports (ACRs) necessary for
deputation to the post of Controller General of
Patents, Designs and TradeMarks.

Current account deficit
narrows to $11.2 bn in Q2:
RBI

New Delhi. The country’s current account deficit
(CAD) moderated marginally to $11.2 billion, or 1.2
per cent of gross domestic product (GDP), in July-
September 2024 quarter from $11.3 billion, or 1.3 per
cent of GDP, in the same period of the previous fiscal.

During April-September period (H1 FY2024-25), the
current account deficit was $21.4 billion (1.2 per cent
of GDP) as compared with $20.2 billion (1.2 per cent
of GDP) in H1 of 2023-24, the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) data showed on Friday.

The current account deficit is the difference between
exports and imports of goods and services. It is a key
indicator of the country’s external sector.n the
second quarter of the current fiscal, merchandise

trade deficit increased to $75.3 billion from $64.5
billion in the same period of FY2023-24.Net services
receipts rose to $44.5 billion in Q2 FY2024-25 from
$39.9 billion a year ago. Services exports have
increased on a year-on-year (y-o-y) basis across
major categories such as computer services, business
services, travel services and transportation services.

Private transfer receipts, mainly representing
remittances by Indians employed overseas, increased
to $31.9 billion in the second quarter of the current
fiscal from $28.1 billion in the year-ago period.

Net foreign direct investment recorded an outflow of
$2.2 billion in the reporting quarter as compared with
an outflow of $0.8 billion in the corresponding period
of 2023-24.Net inflows under foreign portfolio
investment (FPI) surged to $19.9 billion in Q2 2024-
25 from US$ 4.9 billion in Q2:2023-24. In April-
September 2024, net FPI inflows stood at $20.8
billion as compared to net inflows of $20.7 billion a
year ago.

Venture capital activity in India hits $16.77
billion in 2024, marking 14.1% growth

NEW DELHI. Venture capital (VC)
activity in India has witnessed significant
growth from January to November 2024,
with investments reaching $16.77 billion
across 888 deals, according to India
Brand Equity Foundation (IBEF).

This marks a 14.1 per cent rise in value and
a 21.8 per cent increase in deal volume
compared to the same period in 2023.

The technology sector led the surge,
securing $6.50 billion--a substantial 52.5
per cent year-over-year increase.
Consumer discretionary investments
followed at $2.30 billion, up 32.2 per
cent, while the financial sector
experienced a marginal dip to $2.20
billion. Major deals included KiranaKart
Technologies (Zepto) at $1.3 billion and
Poolside AI SAS at $500 million.

Industry leaders are optimistic about
sustained growth into 2025, forecasting
more initial public offerings (IPOs) and
heightened activity in late-stage funding
rounds as cautious funds start deploying
capital.Experts like Bhaskar Majumdar
and Sajith Pai predict a positive shift in
the Indian startup ecosystem, anticipating

Additionally, intellectual property

significant easing in 2025.

While concerns linger over India's

disclosed funding value of $32.3 billion,
according to GlobalData report.

economic dependence on the "Indial" This marks a year-on-year (YoY) decline of

segment--around 30 million
households contributing heavily to
GDP--confidence remains
bolstered by robust savings and
capital inflows.Emerging sectors
like electric mobility and green
hydrogen offer new opportunities,
while traditional industries such as
fintech and e-commerce continue to
attract interest.

(IP)-driven ventures in deep tech
areas, including robotics, drones,
and semiconductor technologies,
are gaining traction.The evolving global
landscape, particularly the impact of the
new US administration on international
capital flows, is expected to present both
challenges and opportunities for Indian
startups in the coming year.China's
venture capital (VC) funding landscape
saw a significant slowdown in 2024, with
atotal of 2,313 deals announced between
January and November, accumulating a

BOBLULBELY
SHuannuHaN

23.1 per cent in deal volume and a 22.5
per cent drop in funding value, as
reported by GlobalData, a leading data
and analytics company.In comparison,
the same period in 2023 recorded 3,006
VC deals, with total disclosed funding of
$41.7 billion. The downturn reflects a
challenging year for China's VC
ecosystem, influenced by regulatory
crackdowns, macroeconomic
uncertainties, and subdued market

conditions.Aurojyoti Bose, Lead Analyst
at GlobalData, stated, "VC funding
activity in China has continued to remain
subdued in 2024 as investor
sentiments seem to have taken a hit
on the back of a crackdown on
companies, macroeconomic
challenges, and uncertain market
conditions. However, despite the
decline, China remains a key player
in the global VC market, second only
to the US in deal volume and value."
China accounted for 15.2 per cent of the
total number of VC deals announced
globally during January-November
2024, with a corresponding funding
value share of 13.6 per
cent.Noteworthy deals in China during
this period included $1.5 billion raised by
Changxin Technology, $1.4 billion
secured by AVATR, $1.1 billion raised by
IM Motors, and $1 billion acquired by
Moonshot Al

These substantial deals highlight the

country's ongoing significance in the
global VC landscape, even amid
economic challenges.

India's IPO Market Set For Record
Growth In 2025 Too: Report

New Delhi. India's IPO market achieved

a historic milestone, with proceeds
doubling from USD 5.5 billion in 2023
to USD 11.2 billion in 2024 says Global
Data report.Murthy Grandhi, Company
Profiles Analyst at GlobalData, says
2025 promises even bigger fireworks.

He said, "India's IPO market hit a bull run

in 2024, with proceeds skyrocketing to
USD 11.2 billion--more than doubling
the USD 5.5 billion raised in 2023. The
pipeline for 2025 promises even bigger
fireworks, fueled by skyrocketing retail
participation, hefty domestic inflows,
and FPIs flexing their muscles despite
being net sellers in the secondary
market."He added, "This blockbuster
year reflects issuer confidence and
investors' insatiable appetite for listing-
day pops and long-term growth
plays."The government's emphasis on
infrastructure and core sector
development, combined with increased
private capital expenditure, played a
pivotal role in enhancing market
dynamism.Grandhi emphasized that
India's IPO boom is more than just a

numerical achievement--it signifies the
evolution and resilience of the country's
financial ecosystem, establishing India
as a global hub for capital
fundraising.India's key IPOs in 2024

-—<"

included Hyundai Motor's USD 3.3
billion issue, Swiggy's USD 1.3 billion
offering, NTPC Green Energy's USD
1.2 billion TPO, Vishal Mega Mart's
USD 0.9 billion listing, and Bajaj
Housing Finance's USD 0.8 billion
issue.Other Asia-Pacific (APAC)
nations also reported significant [PO
activity. Japan experienced a
phenomenal 275.1 per cent growth,
with 69 IPOs generating USD 12.6

billion, while Malaysia recorded a

145.9 per cent increase, with 36 TPOs

raising USD 1.1 billion.However,

China saw a substantial decline in IPO

numbers, with a 51.3 per cent drop

attributed to tightened regulations.
The country had 64 IPOs, raising just
over USD 5.2 billion.The region
recorded 604 IPOs, raising a total of
USD 33.9 billion--a 21.5 per cent
increase in proceeds compared to
2023. Among APAC countries, India
stood out as the top performer, with
over 200 companies going public,
according to Global Data, a
prominent data and analytics firm.
The APAC IPO market was led by the
technology and communications
sector, which recorded 118 transactions
worth USD 3.8 billion, followed by the
financial services sector, with 60 deals
amounting to USD 2.6 billion.

On the broader APAC front, standout
deals included Lineage Inc's USD 4.4
billion IPO and Tokyo Metro's USD 3.2
billion listing, both in Japan. The report
stated that globally too, 2025 IPO

JSW Energy to buy O2 Power
for ent value of Rs 12,468 crore

NEW DELHI. JSW Neo Energy, a

wholly-owned subsidiary of JSW
Energy, has announced the signing of a
definitive agreement to acquire 4,696
MW renewable energy platform from
02 Power Pooling Pte. Ltd, a joint
venture between EQT Infrastructure
and Temasek.The transaction involves
acquisition of O2 Power Midco
Holdings Pte. Ltd and O2 Energy SG
Pte. Ltd and is subject to approval from
the Competition Commission of India
and other customary regulatory
clearances. The transaction values the
platform at an enterprise valuation of
nearly Rs 12,468 crore ($ 1.47 bn), after
adjusting for net current assets.

“This acquisition strengthens our

positioning as a leading player in
India’s energy sector,” said Sharad
Mahendra, joint MD and CEO of JSW
Energy. O2 Power is a renewable

energy platform with a capacity of
4,696 MW — where 2,259 MW will be
operational by June 2025, 1,463 MW is
currently under construction, and an
additional 974 MW are in the pipeline,
all scheduled for commissioning by
June 2027.The platform has a blended
average tariff of Rs 3.37/KWh with
remaining life of 23 years. The
capacities are spread across seven
resource-rich states of India. This
acquisition will leapfrog the company’s
locked-in generation capacity by 23%,
from 20,012MW to 24,708MW.“This
is an attractive acquisition — both from
‘Build vs Buy’ trade off as well as from
a quality and value perspective when
compared to all acquisitions in this
space over recent times,

and is consistent with our long track

record of being prudent in capital
allocation and focusing on high cash

returns projects above our hurdle rate of
mid-teen Equity IRR,” said Pritesh
Vinay, director (finance) and CFO of
JSW Energy.ltraTech buys 8.69% stake
in Star CementThe country’s largest
cement manufacturer Ultratech has
acquired 8.69% stake in Star Cement
for *851 crore. Star Cement, which has
a strong presence in North-Eastern
India, has a production capacity of
about 5.7 million tonne per annum
(MTPA).The company has plans to
expand its capacity to 9.7 MTPA by
2025-26 and 12 MTPA by 2027. “Some
promoter and promoter group entities
of Star Cement Limited, having its
registered office at Village Lumshnong,
Dist.: East Jaintia Hills, Khalichriat,
Meghalaya — 793210 propose to sell
their equity holding in Star Cement and
have approached the company for the
same,” said Ultratech in an exchange
filing on Friday.

India's CAD Likely To Exceed 2 Per
Cent Of GDP In Q3 FY25 Amid Gold

Import Surge: Report

New Delhi: India's Current Account Deficit
(CAD) is expected to rise above 2 per cent of
GDP in the third quarter of FY25, driven by a
surge in gold imports, according to a report by
Bank of Baroda. However, resilient services
exports and remittance inflows are likely to
cushion the overall impact, keeping the CAD
for FY25 within a manageable range of 1.2 per
cent-1.5 per cent of GDP.

India's CAD narrowed slightly to 1.2 per cent of
GDPin Q2 FY25, compared to 1.3 per cent in
the same period last year. Higher CAD is also
because of increased trade deficit, the
merchandise trade deficit widened to USD
75.3 billion in Q2 FY25 from USD 64.5
billion in Q2 FY?24. The increase was largely
attributed to higher non-oil imports, with gold
imports rising by USD 5 billion year-on-
year.In contrast, the services sector emerged
as a bright spot, with net services balance
increasing to USD 44.5 billionin Q2 FY25, up
from USD 39.9 billion in the previous year.
Software and business services exports were
particularly strong, while private remittances
grew to USD 29.3 billion, further supporting
CAD containment.On the capital account
front, India recorded a surplus of USD 11.9
billion in Q2 FY25, compared to USD 10.3
billion in Q2 FY24. The sharp rise in Foreign
Portfolio Investment (FPI) inflows, which
surged to USD 19.9 billion from USD 4.9
billion last year, played akey role

Non-resident Indian (NRI) deposits and
External Commercial Borrowings (ECBs)
also contributed positively, offsetting
increased Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
outflows.Overall, the balance of payments
(BoP) recorded a significant surplus of USD
18.6 billion in Q2 FY25, up from USD 2.5
billion in the same period last year, supported
by robust capital inflows.The report
highlighted that sluggish FPI inflows in recent
months, coupled with a stronger US dollar, are
likely to exert pressure on the Indian rupee.
Bank of Baroda expects the rupee to trade in a
range of 84-85.5/USD in the near term.The
surge in November 2024's trade deficit,
primarily driven by gold imports, is seen as a
one-off event. However, the Bank of Baroda
flagged potential risks, including the
possibility of protectionist trade policies
under the incoming US administration.
Despite these concerns, resilient services
exports and remittance inflows are expected
to keep CAD levels manageable for Fy25.

Centre Transfers Rs 2.23 Lakh Crore For 1,206
Schemes Under Direct Benefit Transfer

In alignment with the 15th Finance
Commission's recommendations, the
DoE has also strengthened state
finances by facilitating additional
borrowing capacities, performance-
linked incentives, and grants for
disaster recovery, healthcare, and
regional development.

New Delhi. The Finance Ministry’s

Department of Expenditure (DoE) has
enabled the real-time, transparent
distribution of funds for 1,206 schemes
covered under Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) in FY 2024-25, processing
transactions worth a record Rs 2.23 lakh
crore, according to a year-end report
released on Friday.

"This initiative has supported the Digital

India mission by extensive integrations
with 117 external systems and seamless
interfaces with major banks have
enhanced efficiency and accountability,"
the review stated. The system enables the

complete tracking of funds from
their release to credit into the
bank account of intended
beneficiaries as a result of which
leakages are plugged.In
alignment with the 15th Finance
Commission's
recommendations, the DoE has
also strengthened state finances
by facilitating additional
borrowing capacities,
performance-linked incentives,
and grants for disaster recovery,
healthcare, and regional
development.For FY 2024-25,

Government employees with the
Unified Pension Scheme (UPS),
which guarantees assured
pensions and inflation-adjusted
benefits for retired
personnel.Scheduled for
implementation from April 1,
2025, the scheme reflects the
government’s commitment to
securing the welfare of its
workforce. Simultaneously,
disaster management initiatives
have included the timely release
of funds to states affected by
floods and landslides, as well as

the net borrowing ceiling was set

the modernisation of fire and

at Rs 9.40 lakh crore, with an

emergency services.These

additional 0.5 per cent of Gross

State Domestic Product (GSDP) allocated
for power sector reforms. These measures
aim to boost operational efficiency and
promote economic sustainability across
states, the report observed.Public
procurement reforms remain a key focus,
with increased financial thresholds under
the General Financial Rules (GFRs) and
the release of a revised Procurement
Manual in 2024. These updates prioritise

Ease of Doing Business, transparency,
and clarity in procurement processes,
ensuring alignment with modern
governance requirements. The delegation
of Financial Powers Rules, 2024, further
simplifies decision-making by
empowering departments and
individuals, fostering efficiency and
responsibility in financial management,
the report observed. The DoE has also
introduced social security reforms for

milestones are in line with the
vision to maintain fiscal prudence,
operational efficiency, and inclusive
development. By integrating digital
technologies, empowering financial
autonomy, and addressing critical needs
such as disaster recovery and social
security, the DoE continues to strengthen
governance and foster economic
resilience through support for capital
investment, the report added.
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Charges Cut, Consumers' Power Bills
To Go Down By 20% In Delhi: BJP

»A statement
of Delhi
government
said the PPAC
was slashed
drastically in

New Delhi.

The Power Purchase [0
Adjustment Charges (PPAC) have been
sharply reduced in Delhi which will |
provide a relief to the city's consumers
who can expect lower eclectricity bills
now, officials said on Friday.A statement
of Delhi government said the PPAC was
slashed drastically in a "new year |
bonanza", bringing down electricity bills
for all consumers."Delhi government has
been able to reduce PPAC due to honest
politics and robust demand supply chain
management, said Chief Minister Atishi
who also holds power department

Regulatory Commission (DERC) orders,
Sachdeva told a press conference here that
the "PPAC imposed by the three discoms
has been reduced by more than 50 per cent,
and resultantly the consumer bills will be
reduced by 20-25 percent”.

= The PPAC is added to the electrlmty bill to

compensate for any increase in the cost of
power during procurement due to factors
like rise in fuel prices, changes in policies
among others.It is calculated as a per cent
of the sum of the fixed charge and energy
charge (units consumed) in power bills. The
PPAC is levied under the Electricity Act,
Rules and APTEL orders. The Central

a "new year
bonanza"
bringing down
electricity
bills for all
consumers.

portfolio.
Earlier,
September,

Delhi Traffic Police Issues

Manmohan Singh

New Delhi.Delhi Traffic Police has issued an advisory
ahead of the funeral of former Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh, scheduled for Saturday.The traffic
advisory outlines restrictions and diversions on major
routes in New Delhi, urging the public to avoid certain
roads and use public transport to help ease congestion.

"The dignitaries of many of foreign country and other
VIPs/VVIPS and the general public will visit Nigham
Bodh Ghat on the occasion of state funeral of late Dr. Sh.
Man Mohan Singh, Former PM of India on 28.12.2024."
Delhi Traffic Police said in its advisory on
Friday.According to the advisory, diversion points
include Raja Ram Kohli Marg, Rajghat Red Light,
Signature Bridge, and Yudhister Setu.Traffic
restrictions, regulations, and diversion may be imposed
on Ring Road (Mahatma Gandhi Marg), Nishad Raj
Marg, Boulevard Road, SPM Marg, Lothian Road, and
Netaji Subhash Marg from 7.00 am onwards, likely till
3.00 pm.The advisory advises people to avoid the
mentioned roads and stretches, as well as the area where
the procession will take place.

Commuters going to Old Delhi Railway Station, ISBT,
Red Fort, Chandni Chowk, and Tis Hazari Court are
advised to leave with sufficient time to accommodate
possible delays on the route.It is also recommended to
use public transport to reduce road congestion. Vehicles
should only be parked in designated parking lots;
roadside parking should be avoided as it obstructs the
nomal flow of traffic.

In case any unusual or unidentified object or person is
noticed in suspicious circumstances, the public is urged
to report it to the Police, they added.The last rites of Dr
Manmohan Singh are to be performed at Nigambodh
Ghat in New Delhi on Saturday afternoon."Dr
Manmohan Singh, former Prime Minister passed away
at 9.51 PM on December 26, 2024 at AIIMS Hospital,
New Delhi.

Delhi High Court grants bail to
man held over two years in Rs
T-crore cheating case

NEW DELHLI. The Delhi High Court recently granted bail
to a man held in custody for over two years in a high-
profile cheating case. Justice Amit Mahajan ruled that
prolonged incarceration without trial violated Article 21
of'the Constitution, which guarantees the right to life and
personal liberty.The accused, Sandeep Tilwani, was
arrested in 2022 for allegedly cheating a company of Rs
7 crore by issuing fake payment receipts for bulk rice
container orders.

Despite the severity of the allegations, the court
emphasised that the principles of justice demand a fair
balance between the rights of the accused and the
requirements of the criminal justice system.

The court observed that charges in the case had yet to be
framed, and the prosecution had repeatedly delayed
proceedings, seecking adjournments to file a
supplementary chargesheet. Tilwani’s last bail plea had
been dismissed over a year ago, and the lack of progress
in the trial led the court to express concern over the
extended delay.

“The applicant has spent more than two years in custody.
There is no likelihood of the trial being completed in the
near future. In such circumstances, incarceration of the
applicant for an endless period on account of non-
examination of witnesses falls foul of Article 21 of the
Constitution of India,” Justice Mahajan stated in his
December 24 order. Tilwani was granted bail on a
personal bond of Rs 50 lakh and two sureties of the same
amount.To address concerns of flight risk, the court
permitted the prosecution to issue a Look Out Circular
against him.“The law prefers bail over jail,” the court
noted, highlighting that while the charges were serious,
the indefinite detention of the accused undermined the
principles of justice. The purpose of custody, it added,
was to ensure the accused’s presence during the trial,
which could be achieved through appropriate conditions
rather than prolonged imprisonment.

Delhi Police’s Economic Offences Wing accused Tilwani
of making 74 bookings for 640 rice containers, valued at
Rs 11.2 crore. It was alleged that he issued fake payment
receipts after placing the bulk orders, causing a loss of Rs
7 crore to the complainant company. Represented by
advocate Utkarsh Singh, Tilwani argued that he was
framed and that the complainant filed the FIR due to
financial losses.

discom officials said that in

PPAC of Tata Power Delhi
Distribution Limited (TPDDL) was 37.88 per
cent, BSES Yamuna Power Limited (BYPL)
37.75 per cent and BSES Rajdhani Power
Limited (BRPL) 35.83 per cent.The revised
PPAC in December is 20.52 per cent for
TPDDL, 13.63 per cent for BYPL and 18.19
per cent for BRPL, they said.

"This will lead to a significant cut in the monthly
electricity bills of the consumers,"

Sachdeva said
as the BJP has

BJP's protests
Saxena.Atishi

an official ~ governed by

stated.BJP's Delhi unit president Virendra

and the AAP government for "looting" honest
consumers in the name of PPAC.
He said the charges have been reduced due to the

credit it should reduce power prices in 22 states

Electricity Regulatory Commission

it was a victory of party workers
been protesting against discoms

and an intervention of LG V K
said if BJP is so keen on taking

them.Citing Delhi Electricity

(CERC) allows central gencos like NTPC,
NHPC and transcos to make full recovery of
their costs on a monthly basis.On the other
hand, Delhi discoms are allowed PPAC on a
post-facto quarterly basis with the approval of
the DERC.The PPAC is recovered to ensure a
timely pass through of the adjustment cost
charges to the consumer as any delay further
burdens the consumer with interest cost,
officials said.

KT Rama Rao summoned by ED in
Advisory Ahead Of Funeral Of Formula-E race case on January 7

A case has been filed b

robe agency ED a

ainst BRS leader KT Rama Rao and two others over alleged

irreqularities to the tune of Rs 55 crore in hosting the Formula-E race in Hyderabad in February 2023.

NEW DELHI. The Enforcement
Directorate has issued summons
former minister KT Rama Rao
(KTR), senior IAS officer Arvind
Metropolitan Development
Authority (HMDA) chief
connection with the alleged | ¥
financial irregularities of Rs 55 &
race in February 2023.KTR has
been asked to appear on January
scheduled to appear on January 2 and 3
respectively. The summons came after
laundering case against KTR and two
others in connection with the case.
Report (ECIR) was registered under
various sections of the Prevention of

to BRS working president and
Kumar and former Hyderabad
engineer BLN Reddy, in
crore in hosting the Formula-E 4'\
7, while Kumar and Reddy are
the central probe agency filed a money
An Enforcement Case Information
Money Laundering Act, taking

ko

cognisance of a Telangana Police Anti-
corruption Bureau (ACB) FIR filed on
Thursday, according to sources. The
accused in the ED case are the same as
those mentioned in the ACB FIR.BRS
leader and party working President KT

Rama Rao, the son of former
Telangana chief minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao, has been named
as accused no. 1 followed by senior
IAS officer Arvind Kumar and retired

bureaucrat BLN Reddy as accused
no 2 and 3 respectively in the ACB
complaint.

The probe against 48-year-old
Rama Rao, popularly known as
KTR, pertains to alleged
payments of about Rs 55 crore,
some of it in foreign currency
without approval, to conduct a
Formula-E race in Hyderabad
during the previous regime in
February last year.He denied any
wrongdoing, saying "Where is the
corruption in this? We have paid
Rs 55 crore. They (Formula-E)
acknowledged the payment". He
added that it was a "straightforward"
account.

"The HMDA (Hyderabad Metropolitan
Development Authority) has an
account in the Indian Overseas Bank
and money has been transferred from
that account...,”" KTR had said reacting
to the ACB case.

54-year-old ward boy dies in
suspected suicide at Jamia

Hamdard Hospital

NEW DELHI. A 54-year-old man died on early
Friday after he reportedly jumped from the fifth
floor washroom at Jamia Hamdard Hospital in
south Delhi, police said. The victim has been
identified as Mushtak Ali, employed in the
hospital as a ward boy.According to police, on
Friday at 1.21 am, police received information on
the alleged suicide and reached the hospital where
victim, a resident of the staff quarters at Jamia
Hamdard campus, was found dead.

During the initial probe, it was revealed that Ali was
admitted in the orthopedic ward of the hospital on
Monday due to a fracture in his foot. “He resided
here alone and his family lives in Odisha. He
allegedly jumped from the fifth floor window of
the washroom,” a senior police officer said.

This is the third suicidal death in as many days. On
Thursday, one RJ committed suicide in
Gurugram. A day prior to that, a man took his own
life by setting himself on fire near the new
Parliament building.

‘Lack of clarity, evidence:
Delhi HC acquits man convicted
of sexual assault on minor girl

NEW DELHI. The Delhi High Court has overturned
the conviction of a man serving life imprisonment
for alleged rape and sexual assault of a 14-year-old
girl under the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO)Actand the IPC.

A bench comprising Justices Prathiba M Singh and
Amit Sharma observed that the survivor’s
statement lacked clarity and sufficient evidence to
substantiate claims of penetrative sexual
assault.The bench highlighted that while the
survivor used terms like “physical relations,” these
phrases were too vague to establish the occurrence
of penetrative sexual assault under Section 3 of the
POCSO Actor Section 376 of the IPC.

“Though consent would not matter if the girl is a
minor under the POCSO Act, the phrase ‘physical
relations” alone cannot automatically imply sexual
intercourse, let alone sexual assault,” the high court
noted.The bench further emphasised that the
survivor’s statement did not specifically allege
sexual assault, and no supporting evidence was
presented. “The leap from terms like physical
relations or ‘samband’ to penetrative sexual assault
must be proven on record through credible
evidence and cannot simply be inferred,” the bench
remarked.The high court was hearing an appeal
filed by the accused challenging his conviction by
the trial court in December 2023. The case
originated from a complaint filed by the minor’s
mother in 2017 , alleging that her daughter had
been Ilured and kidnapped by an unknown
individual.During the investigation, the minor
mentioned a “physical relationship” with the
accused, leading to his conviction and life sentence
by the trial court.

Delhi Pollution Curbs Eased To
GRAP 2: What's Allowed, What's Not

s s———  New Delhi.As Delhi gets respite from toxic

~Delhi Air Quality:

air with improved air quality due to
continuous rains, Centre's panel on Delhi-

Delhi's air
pollution levels
showed a

declining trend
and the 24-hour

average air quality

NCR's air quality on Friday lifted stringent |
pollution curbs under stage 3 of GRAP in =
the national capital and surrounding areas 3 2
with immediate effect. However, pollution &%
restrictions under stage 2 of GRAP are in [#
place in the national capital region.

Delhi's air pollution levels showed a
declining trend and the 24-hour average air
quality index (AQI) stood at 324 at 7 pm on

index (AQI) stood

the air quality situation is predicted to

mechanised sweeping of roads, use of anti-

prescribed under stage | and 2 will remain

generator sets can be minimised. Alerts
will be issued through newspapers,
television, and radio to advise people about
air pollution levels.Further, to ensure that
the air quality index in Delhi NCR doesn't
slip into 'very poor' or 'severe' category
again, people are advised to use public
transport and ditch personal vehicles
whenever possible. People are also
requested to take a less congested route to
their destination even if it is slightly longer
along with regularly replacing air filters in

Friday.According to forecasts from the inforceintheregion. their automobiles at recommended
India Meteorological Department and the So,whatdoes it mean? intervals.
Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Under stage 2 of GRAP, measures such as What's not allowed

Ban on the use of coal and firewood will still

at 324 at 7 pm on
Friday.
B

me

improve further owing to favourable

teorological conditions.The

Commission for Air Quality Management,
responsible for strategizing air pollution
mitigation in Delhi-NCR,

said curbs

smog guns, and sprinkling water daily will
be taken to tackle dust with focused
attention on identified air pollution
hotspots. Power suppliers need to ensure
uninterrupted supply so that the use of diesel

be in place in Delhi NCR, including the use
of tandoors at restaurants and hotels. Use of
diesel generators sets will also not be
allowed except for emergency and essential
services under GRAP2.

India bids farewell to Manmohan Singh,
last rites conducted W|’rh state honours

New Delhi.Former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh's last rites were
conducted with full state honours at
Delhi's Nigambodh Ghat on Saturday
morning after top leaders from across
party lines flocked to pay their last
respects to the architect of India's
economic liberalisation.Prime Minister
Narendra Modi led the tributes,
followed by top BJP leaders like Union
Ministers Amit Shah, Rajnath Singh and
JP Nadda. President Droupadi Murmu
and Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge
offered floral tributes. Foreign
dignitaries like the King of Bhutan
Jigme Wangchuk and the foreign
minister of Mauritius were also present.

Earlier in the day, Singh’s final journey
began from the Congress headquarters,
where party leaders gathered to pay
tribute. A flower-adorned vehicle
carried the two-time PM's body in a
solemn procession as supporters
chanted "Manmohan Singh amar rahe
(Manmohan Singh lives

forever)".Hundreds of Congress
workers, leaders,
walked alongside the procession as it
wended through the national capital.
Senior Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
accompanied Singh’s family on the
way.

Meanwhile, the Centre agreed to allocate

space for a memorial of the former
Prime Minister after a war of words
broke out between the BJP and the
Congress.
Party chief Mallikarjun Kharge had
written to the Prime Minister and Home
Minister, requesting that Singh’s last
rites be performed at a place where a
memorial could be built for
him.Manmohan Singh’s body arrived at
the Congress headquarters on Saturday,
giving the public and Congress workers
a final opportunity to pay their tributes
before the procession begins. His
funeral is expected to be held at
Nigambodh Ghat crematorium at 11.45
am, according to sources.

and supporters &

Immediately after the Cabinet meeting on
Friday, Home Minister Amit Shah
communicated to Mallikarjun Kharge
and the family of late former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh that the
Government would allocate space for
the memorial, according to a statement.
It further said that cremation and other
formalities could happen because a trust
had to be formed and space had to be
allocated to it.

Authorities have issued a traffic advisory
in view of the former Prime Minister's
state funeral. Diversions are set at Raja
Ram Kohli Marg, Rajghat Red Light,

Signature Bridge, and Yudhister Setu,
with heavy traffic expected in these
areas.

Restrictions will be in place on roads
including the Ring Road (Mahatma
Gandhi Marg), Nishad Raj Marg,
Boulevard Road, SPM Marg, Lothian
Road, and Netaji Subhash Marg from
7 am. to 3 p.m.The Centre has
declared a seven-day national
mourning period until January 1,

during which the national flag will be

flown at half-mast across the country.

The national flag will also be flown at

half-mast at all Indian missions and high

commissions. A half-day holiday will
also be declared in all central
government offices and Central Public

Sector Undertakings on

Saturday.Besides the central

government, several states, including

Haryana, Punjab, Manipur, Rajasthan,

Bihar, and Assam, have declared official

mourning to honour the former Prime

Minister.
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Prince William Says He Once
Gave Kate Middleton A Gift
She's Never Let Him Forget

World. Prince William has shared the details of a gift
he once gave Princess Kate early in their relationship -
one that has since become a source of playful teasing.

Prince William and Kate Middleton, both 42, met in
2001 at the University of St Andrews in Scotland.

"I did get my wife a pair of binoculars once. She's never
let me forget that," the Prince of Wales revealed
during an appearance on BBC Radio Five Live.

"That was early on in the courtship - I think that sealed
the deal. It didn't go well. Honestly, [ have no idea why
I bought her a pair of binoculars, it seemed like a good
idea at the time," he added. While the binoculars didn't
quite hit the mark as a romantic gift, they have since
become a humorous memory for the royal couple. It
seems that light-hearted gifts have become a tradition
within the royal family, particularly during
Christmas.William's younger brother, Prince Harry,
in his 2023 memoir Spare, had also shared that
Princess Margaret, the sister of Queen Elizabeth II,
once gave him a quirky fish-shaped ballpoint pen.

The royals are known for exchanging amusing presents,
with Prince Harry having previously gifted Queen
Elizabeth II a cheeky shower cap emblazoned with
the words, "Ain't life a b-h." Meanwhile, Kate is said
to have once given Harry a "grow-your-own-
girlfriend" kit.This year, the royal family continued
its festive traditions at Sandringham Estate in
Norfolk, where they celebrated Christmas. Prince
William, in preparation for the event, disclosed he
was expecting to welcome 45 guests to the estate,
expecting a lively gathering. Among those joining
King Charles IIT and Queen Camilla for the holiday
celebrations were William and Kate's children -
Prince George, Princess Charlotte and Prince Louis.

This holiday season is expected to be particularly
meaningful for the family as they reunite after a
challenging year. King Charles III continues his
cancer treatment, while Princess Kate shared in
September that she had completed her preventive
chemotherapy.Prince Harry, his wife Meghan
Markle, and their children - Prince Archie and
Princess Lilibet - were reportedly not invited to join
the royal festivities at Sandringham.

Bodycam Footage Shows New
York Prisoner Beaten By
Officers Before Death

Washington. Observing the US is subsidising its two
neighbours Canada and Mexico to the tune of USD
100 billion and USD 300 billion, respectively,
incoming US President Donald Trump on Sunday
said that if that is the case then these two countries
better be a part of America. Trump, 78, has threatened
to impose hefty tariffs on both Canada and Mexico if
they don’t stop the flow of illegal immigrants into the
US through their territories. “We're subsidising
Canada to the tune of over USD 100 billion a year.
We're subsidising Mexico for almost USD 300
billion. We shouldn't be subsidising. Why are we
subsidising these countries? If we're going to
subsidise them, let them become a state (of the US),”
Trump told NBC News in an interview, his first on a
Sunday talk show after winning the November 5
presidential elections. We're subsidising Mexico,
we're subsidising Canada, and we're subsidising
many countries all over the world. All I want to do is
havealevel, fast, but fair playing field,” he asserted.

Trump refuted the observations by some American
CEOs that tariffs would cost the US and increase the
cost of common commodities thus putting a strain on
common people.They cost Americans nothing. They
made a great economy for us. They also solve another
problem. If we were going to have problems having to
do with wars and having to do with other things,
tariffs, [ have stopped wars with tariffs by saying, you
guys want to fight, it's great, but both of you are going
to pay tariffs to the United States at 100 per cent. They
have many purposes (for), tariffs if properly used. I
don't say you use them like a madman. I say properly
used,” he said.

“But it didn't cost this country anything. It made this
country money. We never really got the chance to go
all out because we had to fight COVID in the last part.
We did it very successfully. When I handed it over to
Biden, the stock market was higher than it was just
previous to COVID coming in. It was higher. Tariffs,
if properly used, are a very powerful tool, not only
economically, but also for getting other things outside
of' economics,” he said.

NYPD releases new photos

of suspected killer of
UnitedHealthcare CEQ Brian
Thompson

World. Abodycam footage released on Friday shows
the correctional officers at a New York prison facility
beating a handcuffed inmate, who died the following
day. Robert Brooks, 43, was declared dead at a
hospital on December 10, a day after the incident at
the Marcy Correctional Facility in New York.New
York Attorney General Letitia James, who is
currently investigating the case, made the December
9 body camera footage public on Friday.After an
internal review, New York Governor Kathy Hochul
ordered the firing of 13 officers and a prison nurse
for their alleged involvement in the assault, BBC
reported. Hochul noted she was “outraged and
horrified” by the videos of Brooks' ‘“senseless
killing”Letitia James' office has opened an
investigation, while the union representing state
prison workers has termed the footage as
"incomprehensible".In the footage, the officers hit
Brooks in the face and groin; the handcuffed
prisoner sat on a medical examination table.At one
point, an officer used a shoe to strike Brooks in the
stomach, another one lifted him by his neck and
dropped him back on the table. Soon after, they
removed his shirt and pants, and he was left
motionless on his back.The viral videos, which do
not have any audio since the body .
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Ukrainian troops struggle to hold kursk
as russian counteroffensive intensifies

KYIV. Five months after their shock
offensive into Russia, Ukrainian troops are
bloodied and demoralized by the rising risk
of defeat in Kursk, a region some want to
hold at all costs, while others question the
value ofhaving ventured in at all.

Battles are so intense that some Ukrainian
commanders can't evacuate the dead.
Communication lags, poorly timed tactics
have cost lives, and troops have little way
to counterattack, according to seven front-
line soldiers and commanders who spoke
to The Associated Press on the condition of
anonymity to discuss sensitive
operations.Since being caught unaware by
the lightning Ukrainian incursion, Russia
has amassed more than 50,000 troops in the
region, including some from its ally North
Korea. Precise numbers are hard to obtain,
but Moscow’s counterattack has killed and
wounded thousands, and the overstretched
Ukrainians have lost more than 40% of the
984 square kilometers (380 square miles)
of Kursk they seized in August.

Russia's full-scale invasion three years ago

left it holding a fifth of Ukraine, and
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
has hinted that controlling Kursk could
help force Moscow to negotiate an end to
the war. However, five Ukrainian and
Western officials in Kyiv, who spoke on
condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive
military matters, fear that gambling on
Kursk will weaken the entire 1,000-
kilometer (621-mile) front line, and
Ukraine is losing precious ground in the
east.“We have, as they say, hit a hornet’s
nest. We have stirred up another hot spot,”
said Stepan Lutsiv, a major in the 95th
Airborne Assault Brigade.The Border Raid
that Became an OccupationArmy chief
Oleksandr Syrskyi has said that Ukraine
launched the operation because officials
believed Russia was about to launch a new
attack on northeast Ukraine.

The operation began on August 5 with an
order to leave Ukraine’s Sumy region for
what they thought would be a nine-day raid
to stun the enemy. It turned into an
occupation that Ukrainians welcomed as

their smaller country gained leverage and
embarrassed Russian President Vladimir
Putin.Gathering his men, one company
commander told them: “We’re making
history; the whole world will know about
us because this hasn’t been done since
World WarIl.”

Privately, he was less certain.

“It seemed crazy,” he said. “I didn’t
understand why.”Shocked by the success,
largely because the Russians were caught
by surprise, the Ukrainians were ordered to

advance beyond the original mission to the
town of Korenevo, 25 kilometers (16
miles) into Russia. That was one of the first
places where Russian troops
counterattacked.By early November, the
Russians began regaining territory rapidly.
Once in awe of what they had
accomplished, the troops’ opinions are
shifting as they come to terms with losses.
The company commander said half of his
troops are dead or wounded.Some front-
line commanders said conditions are
tough, morale is low, and troops are
questioning command decisions even the
very purpose of occupying Kursk.Another
commander said that some orders his men
have received don’t reflect reality due to
communication delays. Delays occur
especially when territory is lost to Russian
troops, he said.“They don’t understand
where our side is, where the enemy is,
what’s under our control, and what isn’t,”
he said. “They don’t understand the
operational situation, so we act at our own
discretion.

True Statesman, Kind, Dedicated Public Servant:
Biden Pays Tribute To Dr Manmohan Singh

Washington. US President Joe Biden on
Saturday paid heartfelt tributes to
former Prime Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh, describing him as a "true
statesman," a "kind and humble
person," and a "dedicated public
servant."Dr Singh, who served as
India's 14th Prime Minister and was
widely regarded as one of the nation's
most distinguished economists, passed
away on Thursday night at the age of 92
at the All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) in New Delhi.
Acknowledged as the 'Architect of
India's economic reforms,” Dr Singh
led the Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance (UPA)
government as Prime Minister for two
consecutive terms from 2004 to 2014,
leaving a lasting legacy on India's
economic and diplomatic landscape. In
an official statement issued by the
White House, President Biden said,
"Jill and I join the people of India in
grieving the loss of former Indian
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh."

He emphasised that "the unprecedented
level of cooperation between the
United States and India today would

not have been possible without the
Prime Minister's strategic vision and
political courage." President Biden
credited Dr Singh for key milestones in
Indo-US relations, including the
landmark US-India Civil Nuclear
Agreement and the establishment of
the Quad between Indo-Pacific
partners. He added that Dr Singh
charted pathbreaking progress that will
continue to strengthen our nations and
the world for generations to come.

"He was a true statesman. A dedicated
public servant. And above all, he was a
kind and humble person," Biden stated.

Recalling his personal interactions with
Dr Singh, Biden mentioned their
meetings during his tenure as
Chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee in 2008 and as
Vice President during Dr Singh's
official visit to the United States in
2009. "He also graciously hosted me in
New Delhiin 2013," Biden said, noting
their shared belief in the US-India
relationship as one of the most
consequential in the world.

Expressing his condolences, Biden
added, "During this difficult time, we
recommit to this vision to which Prime
Minister Singh dedicated his life. Jill
and I send our deepest condolences to
former First Lady Gursharan Kaur,
their three children, and all the people
of India." Earlier on Friday, US
Secretary of State Antony Blinken had
also expressed his sorrow, calling Dr
Singh "one of the greatest champions
of the US-India strategic partnership."
Blinken highlighted Dr Singh's pivotal
role in advancing the US-India Civil
Nuclear Cooperation Agreement and
his contribution to India's rapid
economic growth.

Israeli airstrikes hit Yemen airport as
passenger plane lands, UN official reports

World The United Nations has
condemned Israeli airstrikes on
Yemen'’s Sanaa airport, which struck as
a civilian Airbus 320 with hundreds of
passengers was landing and a UN
delegation was preparing to leave.
Speaking on Friday, Julien Harneis, the
UN’s top humanitarian official in
Yemen, described the incident as “a
terrifying experience”, as reported by
Associated Press (AP).Harneis said the
airstrikes on Thursday destroyed the
airport’s control tower while a Yemenia
Airways plane was taxiing.
“Thankfully, the plane landed safely,
and passengers disembarked. But it

Humanitarian Air Service crew
member, who suffered severe leg
injuries from shrapnel. The injured man
was rushed to a Sanaa hospital for
surgery before being flown to
Jordan.UN security officials evacuated
the delegation to armoured vehicles,

could have been much worse,” he said, .+

addressing reporters in a video
conference from Sanaa.Two airstrikes
hit approximately 300 metres south
and north of the VIP lounge, where
Harneis and 15 others, including WHO
Director-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, were waiting. “We had
no warning of any potential airstrikes,
and daytime bombings in Sanaa are
extremely rare,” Harneis said.The
strikes killed at least three people and
injured dozens, including a UN

where they waited for 40 minutes
before moving to safety. Harneis noted
that the delegation spent the night at a
UN compound, and the following day,
the UN team, including the injured
crew member, departed for Jordan on a
flight without an operating control
tower.Israel’s military stated it was
unaware of the UN delegation’s

presence at the airport. The strikes, they
claimed, targeted facilities used by
Houthi rebels and Iran. Harneis refuted
this, saying, “Sanaa airport is a civilian
facility used by the UN and for
humanitarian flights, including one
vital Yemenia flight to and from
Amman”, reported by
AP.Yemen, embroiled in a
decade-long civil war, has
seen Houthi rebels escalate
attacks on Israel following
the October 7 assault by
Hamas. The Houthis have
targeted ships in the Red Sea
and launched drones and
missiles at Israel, prompting
intensified Israeli military
responses.Israeli strikes
have also damaged Yemen’s
key port of Hodeida, critical
for importing 80% of the nation’s food
and over 90% of its medical supplies.
Harneis reported that an earlier strike
destroyed tugboats, and is estimated to
have reduced the harbor’s capacity by
50%, the UN official said, while
damage from Thursday’s airstrikes
hasn’tbeen assessed yet.

Juishankar Concludes Meeting With
Indian Embassy Team And Consuls
General, Says 'India-US Partnership

Will Accelerate'

World. External Affairs Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar

concluded a two-day conference of the team at the
Indian Embassy in the US and Consuls General. He
expressed confidence in the deliberations and noted
that they would plummet the India-US partnership.

Jaishankar wrote on X, "Concluded a very useful two

day conference of team @IndianEmbassyUS and our
Consuls General in Washington DC today. Confident
from the deliberations that the continuous growth of
the India-US partnership will be accelerated."As per
a press release by the Ministry of External Affairs, S
Jaishankar is visiting the United States of America
from December 24 to December 29.0n Thursday,
Jaishankar met with the United States National
Security Advisor, Jake Sullivan, in Washington, DC.
He said that the two leaders held wide-ranging
discussions on the progress of the India-US strategic
partnership and exchanged views on current regional
and global developments.Jaishankar also held a
meeting with his US counterpart Antony Blinken in
Washington, DC on Thursday. The two leaders
reviewed the advancement of India-US partnership

over the past four years and agreed that cooperation
has strengthened in many sectors.

Jaishankar expressed confidence that ties between

India and US will serve mutual interests and global
good.Jaishankar, during his visit, met India's
Ambassador to US, Vinay Kwatra and Consul
Generals based in New York, Chicago, San
Francisco, Seattle, Houston and Atlanta.

The officials discussed opportunities for deepening

India-US partnership, focusing on technology, trade
and investments.The visit by the External Affairs
Minister comes after Prime Minister Narendra Modi
visited the US earlier in September and participated
in the fourth Quad Leaders' Summit in Wilmington,
Delaware.The US and India have seen frequent high-
level interactions.Earlier on Tuesday, senior
diplomats from India and the United States,
including Deputy Secretary of State Richard Verma,
highlighted the strengthening of bilateral ties
between the two countries.India-US bilateral
relations have developed into a "global strategic
partnership," based on shared democratic values and
increasing convergence of interests on bilateral.

Was Not Sure | Could Survive": WHO
Chief On Escaping Israel Strike On Yemen

Zurich.The head of the World Health
Organization said on Friday he was not sure
he was going to survive an air strike on
Yemen's main airport carried out by Israel a
day earlier during a series of attacks on the
Iran-aligned Houthi movement.

Speaking after his ordeal at the Sanaa
International Airport on Thursday, WHO
Director-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said the explosions that
rocked the building were so deafening that
his ears were still ringing more than a day
later.Tedros said it quickly became
apparent the airport was under attack,
describing people "running in disarray"
through the site after approximately four
blasts, one of them "alarmingly" close to
where he was sitting near the departure
lounge."l was not sure actually I could
survive because it was so close, a few
meters from where we were," he told
Reuters. "A slight deviation could have
resulted in a direct hit."edros said he and his
colleagues were stuck at the airport for the
next hour or so as what he thought were

drones flew overhead, feeding
concern they could open fire again.
Among the debris, he and colleagues
saw missile fragments, he said."There
(was) no shelter at all. Nothing. So
you're just exposed, just waiting for
anything to happen," he said.

The Israeli strikes on Yemen came after
Houthis repeatedly fired drones and
missiles toward Israel in what they
describe as acts of solidarity with
Palestinians in Gaza.Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said
afterwards that Israel was "just getting
started" with the Houthis.

The Houthi-controlled Saba News Agency
said three people died in the strikes on the
airport and three were killed in Hodeidah,
with 40 others wounded in the attacks.

Speaking by telephone from Jordan, where he
flew on Friday, helping to evacuate a U.N.
colleague seriously injured at the airport for
further medical treatment, Tedros said he
had received no warning Israel could be
about to strike the airport.

The injured man, who worked for the UN
Humanitarian Air Service, was now "OK"
and in a stable condition, he said.

Tedros traveled to Yemen over Christmas to
try to negotiate the release of UN staff and
others held there. He acknowledged that he
and colleagues knew the trip was risky in
light of high tension between Israel and the
Houthis.But such was the window of
opportunity to work for the release of the
UN personnel that they believed they had to
take it, said Tedros, a former Ethiopian
foreign minister.He said talks with Yemeni

authorities had gone well and that
he saw a chance that the 16 UN staff
as well as employees of diplomatic
missions and NGO workers held
there could be freed.

He declined to engage in
recriminations over the attack but
said his itinerary had been shared
publicly and expressed surprise that
civilian infrastructure should have
been targeted."So a civilian airport
should be protected, whether [ am in
it or not," he said, before observing

there was "nothing special" about what he
had faced in Yemen. "One of my colleagues
said we narrowly escaped death. I'm just
one human being. So I feel for those who
are facing the same thing every single day.
But at least it allowed me to feel the way
they feel.""I'm worried about our world,
where it's heading," Tedros added, urging
world leaders to work together to end
global conflicts. "I have never ... as far as [
can remember, seen the world really being
insuch a very dangerous state."
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Justin Langer picks
'sladiatorial' Virat Kohli over
Sachin Tendulkar, Brian Lara

Former Australia batter Justin Langer said
that Virat Kohli is the best batter that he has
ever seen. Speaking ahead of Day 3 of the
4th Test match between India and
Australia, Langer rated Virat Kohli ahead
of Sachin Tendulkar and Brian Lara for his
gladiatorial attitude and incredible fitness.

Langer said Kohli would be the one player he
would watch if he was given a choice
between the greats of the game. Langer,
who has played 105 Test matches for
Australia, rated the former India captain
ahead of the legendary Ricky Ponting."You
asked me Mark why I said yesterday that
Virat Kohli is the best player that I have
ever seen. There were a few raised
eyebrows, but he actually is. We talk about
Sachin, what a player. It was one of the
privileges of my life to play against Sachin
Tendulkar and, of course, with Ricky
Ponting and Brian Lara. If I had my last
rupee or my last dollar, I would pay to
watch Brian Lara bat, but if [ had my life
and my last dollar, and both of them
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together, I would have Virat Kohli batting
for me," Langer said during commentary
on Day 2 of the Boxing Day Test."The
reason why I say that is not because of the
expansive shots, his cover drives or his
hook shots. But you just saw, the way he is
watching the ball, his running between the
wicket, his fielding, his gladiatorial style of
leadership. His elite fitness level,
everything that he's brought to the table.
His numbers speak for themselves. You can
never argue with data. Those are the
reasons, why he is the best player I have
ever seen. And we have seen a lot of them.
But he is the one player, I think; if I had to
put my money on, he would be the one," he
further said.Kohli has had a difficult time in
the Boxing Day Test match so far. After a
bust-up with debutant Sam Konstas, Kohli
was booed by the MCG crowd. The batter
looked in exceptional touch in India's first
innings, but later was involved in a mega
mix-up with Yashasvi Jaiswal, resulting in
arun-out of the youngster.

Stupid, Stupid, Stupid:

Furious Gavaskar slams

Rishabh Pant for
reckless dismissal

New Delhi. Furious Sunil Gavaskar slammed
wicketkeeper-batter Rishabh Pant for his
reckless dismissal on Day 3 of the 4th Test
match at the Melbourne Cricket Ground.
While commentating for the host
broadcaster, Gavaskar called Pant stupid
after the keeper-batter was dismissed for just
28 runs in India's first innings at the Boxing
Day Test match.

With India in dire straits, Pant's decision to
play an unorthodox scoop shot off Scott
Boland's bowling left many fans and experts
questioning his temperament and approach
in high-pressure situations. Gavaskar hit out
at Pant and used some harsh words for the
batter after his dismissal.Pant had looked
jittery from the very start of his innings on
Day 3. He nearly got caught twice at the slip
cordon in the first hour of play and then

survived 2 run-out attempts due to on-field
mix-ups with Ravindra Jadeja. After settling
down his nerves near the hour mark, Pant
decided to scoop Scott Boland's full-length
delivery behind the keeper. The batter did not
get the ideal connection and was caught at
deep third man after top-edging the ball.
"Stupid, stupid, stupid! You have two fielders
there, you still go for that shot. You have
missed the previous shot and look where you
have been caught. You have been caught at
deep third man. That is throwing away your
wicket. Not in the situation that India was.
You have to understand the situation as well.
You cannot say that that's your natural game.
I'm sorry that is not your natural game. That
is a stupid shot that is letting your team down
badly," Sunil Gavaskar fumed while
commentating on the match."He should not
be going in that dressing room. He should be
going to the other dressing room," he further
added.Co-commentator Harsha Bhogle was

visibly left surprised by Gavaskar's choice of

words for Pant but did not attempt to stop the
legendary former cricketer. After Pant's
dismissal, Jadeja got out in the morning
session as well.

New Delhi.

‘Stupid, Stupid, Stupid': Angry Sunil Gavaskar Slams
Rishabh Pant’s Reckless Dismissal Against Australia

Sunil Gavaskar slammed
Rishabh Pant’s 'stupid'
dismissal in India’s Boxing Day
Test against Australia. Pant’s
reckless scoop shot off Scott

Boland sparked criticism.
e

IND vs AUS. Day 3 of the fourth Test between
India and Australia at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG) saw former Indian cricketer
Sunil Gavaskar express his frustration over
Rishabh Pant's reckless dismissal. Pant,
known for his aggressive style, fell for just
28 runs in India's first innings, playing an
unorthodox scoop shot off Scott Boland.
With India struggling to recover in the high-
stakes Boxing Day Test, Pant’s decision to
play a risky shot left fans and experts
questioning his shot selection. Gavaskar,
commentating for the host broadcaster,
labeled Pant's decision “stupid,” criticizing
his lack of awareness in a critical situation.

Sunil Gavaskar On Rishabh Pant's Dismissal

"Stupid, stupid, stupid! You have two fielders
there, you still go for that shot. You have
missed the previous shot and look where you
have been caught. That is throwing away
your wicket. Not in the situation that India

was," Gavaskar said, clearly irate. He added,
"You cannot say that's your natural game.
That is a stupid shot that is letting your team
down badly."Pant had appeared nervous
from the outset of his innings. Early on, he

Nitish Reddy should be batting at No 6, will
help balance of Indlan side: Ravi Shc:s’rrl

Former India head coach
Ravi Shastri has strongly advocated for
young all-rounder Nitish Reddy to
move up the batting order, stating that
his MCG knock warrants a promotion to
No. 6 in India's Test lineup. Shastri's
remarks came after Nitish played a |
fearless, unbeaten 85-run knock in the
post-lunch session on Day 3.The SRH
all-rounder was beautifully
complemented by Washington Sundar's &5
steady 40 not out as the visitors reached |
326 for seven before a light drizzle |
brought an early tea on the third day of |
the fourth Test against Australia. The
two young all-rounders shared a record
105-run stand for the eighth wicket, not only
avoiding the follow-on but also justifying
their selection in the playing XI. Head coach
Gautam Gambhir's decision to back them
was validated as both Reddy and Sundar
provided crucial stability in a challenging
situation."] feel that the way he's batted, this
is the last time he will bat at 7. To get the
balance of the side, you need him to go
higher up the order, either 5 or 6 and then
you have the opportunity of playing 5
bowlers to take the 20 wickets, and he's

given that kind of confidence to the selectors
and the team management and the captain,”
Ravi Shastri said during the tea break on Day
3.Shastri highlighted that promoting Reddy
would not only strengthen the batting lineup
but also allow the team to field an extra
bowler, a critical factor in achieving success
in Test cricket. "Reddy is fully capable of
batting in the top 6. Then it changes the
whole balance of the game," he added. "You
go to Sydney with him batting in the top 6,
and you're playing five bowlers."Despite
India's fightback, Australia, who scored 474

in their first innings, are still
leading by 148 runs. However,
the placid Melbourne track
suggests that the match is likely
heading for a fifth-day finish, as
taking 20 wickets seems a
difficult task for either side.
Nitish after a string of near-
misses, finally crossed the
elusive fifty-run mark to the
delight of his fans and
teammates. The 21-year-old
reached the milestone with a
boundary off Mitchell Starc and
celebrated with a gesture
inspired by the movie Pushpa:
TheRise.

Reddy's innings came at a crucial juncture,

with India under pressure after a batting
collapse late on Day 2, which saw them lose
three key wickets, including Yashasvi
Jaiswal (82) and Virat Kohli (36). On the
third day, the early dismissals of Rishabh
Pant and Ravindra Jadeja further
compounded the team's woes. However,
Reddy and Sundar's partnership steadied the
ship, helping India avoid the follow-on and
reduce the deficit.

Cristiano Ronaldo makes bold Manchester
United ownership claim: It's like aquarium

New Delhi Cristiano Ronaldo has insisted
that Manchester United's problems are not
due to new manager Ruben Amorim and
believes he could fix them if he were the
club's owner. Ronaldo has remarkably
positioned himself as the person to resolve
United's ongoing issues while discussing
his ambition to one day become a club
owner.

Amorim has lost five of his 10 games in
charge of United, including four of the past
five in the Premier League, and stated
ahead of the next game against Newcastle
United that his job is not secure. However,
Ronaldo, who scored 145 goals over two
spells at United and has been critical of the
club's ownership in recent years, maintains
that his countryman is not to blame.

"The Premier League it's the most difficult
league in the world," Ronaldo, now playing
for Al Nassr in Saudi Arabia, said at the
Globe Soccer Awards in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates, on Friday." All the teams are good,
all the teams fight, all the teams run, all the

players are strong. Football is different right
now. There's no easy games anymore.

"I said this one and a half years ago, and I will

continue to say it: The problem is not the
coaches.

«(ristiano Ronaldo has

defended Ruben Amorim
amid the Manchester
United "storm" and made a
very bold claim about his
possible return to the club.

"It's like an aquarium. If you have the fish

inside and he's sick and you take him out and
you fix the problem and you put him again in
an aquarium they will be sick again.

"The problem of Manchester United is the

same. The problem is not always the coach.
It's much more than that. If T will be the
owner of the club, I will make things clear
and adjust what I think is bad there."

narrowly avoided being caught twice at
slips and survived two potential run-
outs due to miscommunication with
Ravindra Jadeja. However, after
settling in, he attempted a scoop over
the keeper but ended up top-edging the
ball, leading to his dismissal at deep
third man.

Harsha Bhogle, Gavaskar’s co-
commentator, was visibly surprised by
the harsh critique but refrained from
intervening.

Following Pant's exit, Jadeja was also
dismissed in the morning session.
Despite the setbacks, India's innings
found some stability through Nitish
Reddy and Washington Sundar. At the
time of writing, Reddy had scored a
gritty half-century, steering India past
300 runs and keeping their hopes alive
in the match. The incident has sparked a
debate about Pant’s approach in
pressure situations, with many calling
for greater responsibility from the
talented but inconsistent wicketkeeper-

batter.Stay informed on all the latest news,

real-time breaking news updates, and follow
all the important headlines in india news and
world News on Zee News.

Australia name 14-member
squad for Women's Ashes,
Sophie Molineux misses out

New Delhi. Australia, on Saturday, named a

strong 14-member squad for the Women’s
Ashes. Spin-bowling all-rounder Sophie
Molineux has been ruled out due to a knee
injury. Kate Beerworth, the Australian
Women'’s physiotherapist, said that Molineux
will undergo a surgery on her left knee, after
which a call on her return will be taken.

The left-arm spinner sustained an injury during

the home series against India. Grace Harris
will join the squad only for the three-match
T20I series.Shawn Flegler, Cricket Australia’s
Head of Performance and National Selector,
was happy with the team’s recent
performances against India and New Zealand.
He was also delighted with Alyssa Healy’s
return against the White Ferns after she missed

the series against India.

“We’re pleased with how the side performed in

recent series against India and New Zealand
and are confident we have a balanced squad
capable of retaining the Ashes,” Flegler said.

“It was pleasing to see Alyssa Healy return to

action against New Zealand and looked in
good touch, along with a number of batters
continuing their strong form on from the
recent series against India,” Fleger
said.Lauding Georgia Voll, who made her
debut in the ODI series against India, the
selector said, “Whilst Georgia Voll didn’t play
against New Zealand, she’s made a brilliant
start to her international career and will be a
strong option with the bat if required in her
debut Ashes series.”The Women’s Ashes starts
with the ODI series on January 12, 14 and 17.
It will be followed by the three-match T20I
series on January 20, 23 and 25. The Day-
Night Test at the Melbourne Cricket Ground
starts on January 30.Australia squad for
Women’s AshesAlyssa Healy, Darcie Brown,
Ashleigh Gardner, Kim Garth, Grace Harris
(T20s only), Alana King, Phoebe Litchfield,
Tahlia McGrath, Beth Mooney, Ellyse Perry,
Megan Schutt, Annabel Sutherland.

Magnus Carlsen disqualified from World Rapid and

Carlsen was disqualified and
was not paired for Round 9
of the Rapid championship
taking place at Wall Street.

NEW YORK. Five-time world champion

Magnus Carlsen was first fined and then
disqualified from the World Rapid and Blitz
Chess Championship here for his refusal to
comply with FIDE's dress code after turning
up in jeans.Defending champion Magnus
Carlsen was fined Dollar 200 for wearing
jeans, which are explicitly prohibited under
tournament rules. When Carlsen refused to
change his attire immediately after being
instructed by chief arbiter Alex Holowczak,
he was disqualified and did not participate in
Round 9 of the Rapid Championship at Wall
Street.One of the game's greatest players, the
Norwegian ace had agreed to follow the dress
from the next day but was not ready to do it
immediately, resulting in his

disqualification.In a statement, the game's
global governing body FIDE emphasised
that the dress code rules are well-
communicated to all participants and
designed to ensure professionalism.

"The dress code regulations are drafted by
members of the FIDE Athletes Commission,

which is composed of professional players
and experts. These rules have been in place
for years and are well-known to all
participants and are communicated to them
ahead of each event. FIDE has also ensured
that the players' accommodation is within a
short walking distance from the playing
venue, making adherence to the rules more

Earlier,

S ATREE Blitz Chess Chumplonshlp for violating dress code

convenient." FIDE said in the statement
which was posted on 'X'.The Chief Arbiter
informed Mr. Carlsen of the breach, issued a
USD 200 fine, and requested that he change
his attire. Unfortunately, Mr. Carlsen
declined, and as a result, he was not paired
for round nine. This decision was made
impartially and applies equally to all players.
Russian Grandmaster Ian
Nepomniachtchi was also penalised for a
similar violation but he complied by
changing his attire, allowing him to continue
in the event.Meanwhile, "upset" with the
turn of events, Carlsen said he won't
participate in the Blitz section of the
championship as he is "pretty tired" of
FIDE's dress code policies."I am pretty tired
of FIDE, so I want no more of this. I don't
want anything to do with them. I am sorry to
everyone at home, maybe it's a stupid
principle, but I don't think it's any fun,"
Carlsen told the Norwegian broadcasting
channel NRK."I said I don't want to bother
changing now, but I can change until
tomorrow, that's fine. But they didn't want to
compromise. ['ve reached a point where [ am
pretty upset with FIDE, so I didn't want to
either. Then that's how it goes," he added.
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Bhah

Nails Street-style Look With
White Tee And Denims

f I Yamannaah Bhatia has proven once again that she’s the reigning queen of casual

chic numbers. Recently, the actress was caught by the paparazzi looking

effortlessly stunning as she stepped out in the city. The video, shared on Instagram,
quickly caught the attention of the fans. For this casual outing, Tamannaah kept things
classic yet stylish with a simple white tee and denim combination. Her jeans in a
relaxed fit with a flared hem made sure she stayed comfortable while still looking
fashionable. To complete the laid-back vibe, she paired the outfit with fresh white
sneakers and statement accessories. The actress embraced her natural beauty as she
opted for a no-makeup look. Her shoulder-length straight hair was left loose. 4

As the paparazzi clicked away, Tamannaah flashed a smile before stepping into her !
car,

Tamannaah recently celebrated her 35th birthday on December 21 by heading to
Goa for a fun getaway. She was joined by her boyfriend Vijay Varma and a group
of close friends, including Randeep Hooda’s wife, Lin Laishram. But before
soaking in the sunny vibes of Goa, the actress had a quick trip to Lucknow for
work-related commitments where she also sat down for an interview with a

media portal. During the conversation, she opened up about her journey in the'

entertainment industry.
Talking about her career, Tamannaah shared that her passion fo
performing arts was something that always came naturally to her. “It was
very strong urge to do what I am doing today. While I was doing theatre
and some kmd of work initially, the performing arts also brought a kind of
joy tome," she said.
“Even though sometimes the timings have been crazy, it never felt like work
me. Strangely, people keep asking me what I do for pleasure, but for me, WOl
only has been my pleasure, and I never seek pleasure anywhere else," she
added.On the professional front, Tamannaah was last seen in the Netflix film
Sikandar Ka Muqgaddar, a gripping crime drama. Directed by Neeraj Pandey, the movie
follows a police officer investigating a diamond heist, uncovering twists along the way.
The film also starred Avinash Tiwary, Jimmy Shergill and Rajiv Mehta in key roles. She
also grabbed attention with her special appearance in the blockbuster Stree 2, starring
Rajkummar Rao and Shraddha Kapoor.

Swara
Bhasker’

Filmy Twist While Teaching
Daughter Raahiyaa About
Birds Is Unmissable

wara Bhasker and Fahad Ahm

parents to their one-year-old da 2

The Veere Di Wedding actress loves to share
glimpses of her day-to-day "life ‘with her little
munchkin, on Instagram. In a recent video, she is seen
teaching her daughter about birds. To make things  wore similar white printed outfits. Check out the video
interesting, she taught her daughter about the birdsina  below!
fully filmy way, leaving fans amused. She added her The text on the reel read, *“When Mamma is a Bollywood
own twist to the song ‘Kabootar Jaa’ to make it ‘baby  buff...but has to keep it age appropriate!" Sharing the
approporiate’, and the video has gone viral on  video, Swara Bhasker wrote, “Introducing Raabu to
Instagram! Bollywood classics- baby appropriate edition!" The

On Friday morning, Swara Bhasker took to her social  actresshubby Fahad Ahmad dropped several red heart

media to share a reel that shows her teaching Raabiyaa  emojis on the post. “Swara you’re adorable," read one
about birds, by showing pictures. She first showed her ~ comment on her post, while another one read, “awww
a parrot, and then a dove. Next up, was a pigeon. She  the little angel takes after her mumma Grooving to
added a filmy twist while teaching Raabiyaa about  bollywood alreadyyyy she’s the luckiest So much
pigeon, thereby introducing her little princess to  spiritand spunk, learning is always funnn!"
Bollywood classics. She is seen singing the song Swara Bhasker and Fahad Ahmad tied the knot in
‘Kabootar Ja,” from Salman Khan and Bhagyashree’s ~ February 2023. They welcomed their first child,
1989 film ‘Maine Pyar Kiya.” However, she alteredthe ~ daughter Raabiyaa, in September that year.

’“&g slightly fo %‘make Jt“gﬁq%r
. “Pehle pyaar ki pehh chltth‘i -
Raabu ko de aa," she sang. The littlc one shook he
head, and cutely grooved to-the song. Both Swara and
Raabiyaa served major mom-daughter goals as they

Swara Bhasker shared a lovely
video as she introduced her
daughter Raabiyaa to Bollywood
classics. She sang the song
Kabootar Jaa, but improvised it
to make it ‘baby appropriate’!

AR Rahman Reveals How A
Drunk Guitarist's Comment On

His Music Affected Him

scar-winner AR Rahman might be at the

pinnacle of his music career but it all

didn’t come easy. He faced a number of
hardships in his path to fame. The musician
started working at a very young age to support
his family. However, in a recent conversation,
he revealed how a condescending comment
about his music skills deeply affected him.

In a recent interview, AR Rahman recalled the
time he was working with several companies
and was getting influenced by them. At that
initial phase of his career, a drunk guitarist
questioned his music skills. He made a very
condescending comment on Rahman’s skills,
leaving a deep impact on him. “I went through
a phase where [ was playing for a couple of
composers, and [ was in a band. This one time,
when [ was young, the guitarist in the band
was drunk, and he turned to me and said,
‘What are you playing? You are playing film
music.” He made a very condescending
comment about my playing. This was in 1985
or 86, I think," Rahman told O2 India.

Rahman also explained that he realised the
remark’s deep meaning after days. But
fortunately, with a turn of events, the
comment worked as an eye-opener for the
musician. He said, “At the moment, I didn’t
realise what he meant, but weeks later, it hit
me, and I realised that whatever he said was
right. When I thought deeply about his remark
about me, I realised that I was getting
influenced by the composers I was playing
for," adding how he gradually began to realise
his style. “After this, I consciously began to
move away from it. And my mental journey of
identifying ‘what will be my style’ began. It
took me about seven years, and I completely
moved away from the influences."

In the same conversation, Rahman also
mentioned how he took it as a positive
influence and started working on the same. He
admitted that although the guitarist didn’t say
anything bad to him, he moved away from it
after seven years. Rahman’s decision to take
his career in the right direction, despite such
remarks leaving a long-lasting imprint on
him, proves his determination to do good
work. Rahman will next compose music for
Hansal Mehta’s upcoming series Gandhi.
Additionally, he has compositions for Ram
Charan and Buchi Babu’s upcoming movie,
RC16, in his pipeline.

Is Kartik Aaryan Charging Rs 50

Crore For Karan Johar’s Tu Meri Main

Tera? Here's What We Know

his Christmas, Bollywood fans were in for

a special treat as Kartik Aaryan and Karan

Johar officially announced their upcoming
romantic comedy Tu Meri Main Tera Main Tera
Tu Meri. The film marks a significant
collaboration between the two and has already
created a buzz with reports revealing that Kartik
will be paid an impressive Rs 50 crore for his
role. With a total budget of Rs 150 crore, the
project is being touted as one of the most
ambitious rom-coms in recent times.

According to Zoom, Kartik’s market value has
surged following the blockbuster success of
Chandu Champion and Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3. The
actor’s rising popularity has positioned him
among Bollywood’s highest-paid stars, with his
Rs 50 crore paycheck being a testament to his
growing influence. Meanwhile, Bollywood
Hungama has highlighted the scale of Tu Meri
Main Tera Main Tera Tu Meri, describing it as a
grand venture mounted on an impressive
budget.

The official announcement video, released on
December 25,2024, gave fans a glimpse of what
to expect from the film. In the clip, Kartik’s
character Ray humorously discusses how his
three previous relationships ended badly,
vowing to ensure his fourth relationship doesn’t
meet the same fate. The lighthearted tone of the
video set the stage for what promises to be an
entertaining love story. Sharing his excitement
on social media, Kartik wrote, “Tumhara RAY
aa raha hai RUMIL Mummy ki khaayi hui
kasam, yeh Mumma’s boy poori karke he rehta
hai!

Super excited to return to my fav genre Rom-com
#TuMeriMainTeraMainTeraTuMeri... The
biggest love story coming to cinemas in 2026."

Directed by Sameer Vidwans, who previously

worked with Kartik on Satyaprem Ki Katha, the

film is being presented by Dharma Productions
and Namah Pictures.
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