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Rahat Fateh...
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What Dhirubhai
Ambani’s faith &
resilience tell us

1932, in Chorwad, Saurashtra, Gujarat, India,
Dhirajlal Hirachand Ambani was born to
Jamnaben and Hirachand Gordhanbhai Ambani,
an ordinary school teacher. To the world, he was
Dhirubhai Ambani, a visionary, the architect of
Reliance, and the man who transformed India’s
entrepreneurial landscape. To me, he was my
father — a guiding star, a source of boundless
inspiration, and a living embodiment of
resilience.

Through his life, I found not just lessons on
business but the very essence of what it means to
live purposefully and leave an indelible mark.
The foundation of his greatness lay in his
unshakeable faith, humility, and relentless
determination. My father often found solace in
the teachings of the Hanuman Chalisa, his go-to
source of wisdom and strength. Like Hanuman,
he believed that with faith and effort, even the
seemingly impossible becomes achievable.One
line he frequently quoted was: ‘“Buddhiheen
Tanu Jaanike, Sumirau Pavan Kumar; Bal
Buddhi Vidya Dehu Mohi, Harahu Kalesh
Vikaar” — Understanding my limitations, I bow
to Hanuman; bless me with strength, wisdom,
and knowledge, and remove my flaws and grief.
For him, this prayer was not just a call to
Hanuman for divine help but a reminder of the
infinite potential within each of us, waiting to be
unlocked through persistence and faith. My
father’s journey from a modest Gujarati village
to the pinnacle of Indian business was nothing
short of a modern epic.Starting with a mere few
rupees in his pocket, he dreamed of creating a
company that would serve millions. “Dream
big,” he would always say. His belief in hard
work echoed the words of Hanuman Chalisa:
“Ram Kaj Karibe Ko Aatur” — Eager to fulfil the
work of Lord Ram. He approached every
challenge with the same fervour —be it setting up
Reliance in a world dominated by multinational
giants or overcoming the cynicism of naysayers.
For him, work was worship, and every obstacle
was an opportunity to serve a larger purpose.

As his son, I had the privilege of witnessing his
unwavering commitment to empowering others.
He always believed that wealth is a means to
create a better society, not an end in itself. He
often reminded us, “A leader is not the one who
leads; a leader is the one who builds more
leaders and can attract followers.”

The most profound lesson I learned from him was
to never lose faith in the face of adversity. Like
Hanuman’s leap to Lanka, his life was a
testament to the idea that no distance is too far,
no mountain too high, if your intentions are pure
and your heart resolute. “Naasai Rog Harai Sab
Peera, Japat Nirantar Hanumat Beera” — He
destroys all ailments and suffering for those who
chant his name continuously. Today, as [ walk in
his footsteps, I hold his lessons close to my
heart. He was, and always will be, my greatest
teacher — a living example of what it means to
dream fearlessly, live purposefully, and lead
with humility.My father prayed daily to the
rising sun as a sign of humility and commitment.
He would say, “Aditya Hridayam Punyam.” It
reminds us that the sun is a reflection of divine
strength. It teaches us courage, energy, and
focus. My father would tell me, it means life will
challenge you, but like the sun, rise again every
day, undeterred.

May his spirit continue to inspire countless others
to leap across their own oceans of doubt and
achieve the extraordinary. When I asked my
mother Kokilaben, “Why did papa leave us so
suddenly?” She answered calmly, “Your father
had done all he could here on earth — for us, for
Reliance, and above all for India...God wanted
him to come to heaven and serve Him there.”

THE financial health of Himachal Pradesh’s public

Time to strike new-age notes in Carnatic music

It is that time of the year in Chennai when the city goes
Carnatic. The December event, popularly called the
Margazhi music season after the Tamil month, is only
four years from completing a century. Its creators may
not have imagined the shape it would take, as much on
YouTube and other online forums as the cherished
sabha halls of Chennai.However, a lot has not changed
in the fuddy-duddy Carnatic world, with minds not
being broad enough to take in music’s vast horizons.
That is what makes for a controversy hotter than
sambar poured on piping hot idlis at many sabha
canteens.The real food for thought should be the
entrenched habits of Carnatic elitism. Despite all
efforts, the season remains a Tamil Brahmin preserve in
a land famous for its anti-Brahmin movement.A recent
Supreme Court ruling that this year’s recipient of
what’s arguably the music’s highest honour, the Sangita
Kalanidhi—Thodur Madabusi Krishna—should not be
declaring himself an awardee of the honour named
after M S Subbulakshmi until an appeal by the
legendary singer’s grandson V Shrinivasan is decided,
is the latest in a row that smells strongly of entrenched
orthodoxy.Krishna has allegedly besmirched
Subbulakshmi’s legacy with his controversial view on
how she gained acceptance among the elite Brahmins,
and her family’s claim that the late singer had willed no
award to be set up in her name.l had highlighted in an
earlier column the class differences between the
eminent elite who dominate the Madras Music
Academy that awards the Sangita Kalanidhi, and those
who aspire to glory from humbler origins.

Krishna is unique in the sense that he has defied his own
privileged origins to raise his voice against casteism in
his field. He certainly deserves the art’s top honour as
he ticks all the boxes: a solid vocalist grounded in
rigorous tradition, a music historian to boot and one
with a track record that shows excellence in many
dimensions. And it was indeed nice to see a glasnost
spirit at the Academy when Krishna performed there to
a standing ovation this Christmas day after almost a
decade.

But what I would like to question are some visible
assumptions and conventions in the Carnatic world.

First, we need to ask if the Madras Music Academy
should necessarily be the Mecca of Carnatic music. It is
a closed private club. Its members just happen to have
pioneered a culture of excellence, but need not be the
only ones lording over things. There was a time when
the Filmfare awards were considered the top honour in
Indian cinema. We now have Screen, IIFA and other
awards that have shown that many flowers can bloom
in an artistic garden.

Then there is my persnal view on Subbulakshmi. The late

TMKrishnaiis rare in defying his own privileged origin to raise voice against casteism in Carnatic music. He deserves the art’s top honour as he ticks all the boxes. Meanwhile, the music’s elite preserves should adapt to the times

vocalist had an amazing voice, was hugely popular,
became the first Indian musician to perform at the UN
General Assembly and even received the Bharat Ratna.
But connoisseurs with rigorous classical yardsticks
may put their money on someone like the late
Semmangudi Srinivasa Iyer, or enjoy comparing
female vocalists like M L Vasanthakumari or D K
Pattammal with Subbulakshmi—with no one declared
awinner. An icon may not necessarily impress nuanced
critics in a peer review.It is also time for Carnatic music
to shed its Chennai-centrism. There is a distinct
unconscious Tamil Nadu bias that needs affirmative
action to get some balance. I have heard excellent
musicians from Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka
and Kerala and know of local clubs to match, but
Chennai remains for the Carnatic world what Lord’s is
to cricket.

Born just about two decades ago, the Jaipur Literature

Festival is now considered one of the world’s biggest
shows of its kind, and has international editions in the
US, Canada, Australia and even Spain. Maybe the
Carnatic season needs to travel in time and space. The
Cleveland Thyagaraja Festival already throws us a hint.

Though the Carnatic world has embraced the violin, the

electronic keyboard, the guitar, the piano, the

PSU losses in HP

saxophone and the mandolin, Krishna’s attempts to
break its social glass ceiling from above have met with
quiet but stubborn resistance. There are also allegations
of nepotism and unwarranted conservatism in the sabha
culture. We need an Alt-Carnatic culture.l recall an
afternoon with L Subramanian, the violinist who took
the Carnatic style to jazz and classical fusion, when he
ruefully spoke about how he faced resistance from an
orthodox set in his own home patch. I have read
Subbudu, one of Carnatic music’s respected and
controversial critics, writing that composer Thyagaraja
should not be made to wear a Western suit. Last year’s
Grammy, awarded to Indo-jazz group Shakti enriched
over the years by Shankar Mahadevan’s vocals, Vikku
Vinayakaram’s ghatam and Zakir Hussain’s tabla,
should settle the debate.It is sad that few speak today of
L Shankar, Shakti’s original violinist, whose magic
fingers, honed in Carnatic tradition, led to his invention
of a two-necked violin playfully named the LSD, or L
Shankar’s double-violin. It covers five-and-a-half
octaves and takes the cello’s range to a more portable
form. His reverse swing is largely unsung.Much like
cricket, whose rulebooks and formats have changed
over time, the Carnatic world needs to shed some of its
conservatism with some new-age tricks, structures and

venues.

Bold and sustainable reforms needed

sector undertakings (PSUs) continues to
deteriorate, with cumulative losses exceeding Rs
4,900 crore across 12 entities, as per the
Comptroller and Auditor General’s (CAG) 2022-
23 report. The Himachal Road Transport
Corporation (HRTC) and Himachal Pradesh State
Electricity Board (HPSEB) alone account for
losses of Rs 3,500 crore. Their being in the red has
been exacerbated by social welfare
responsibilities like subsidised power and
transportation. Successive governments have
failed to address this crisis, burdened by
entrenched inefficiencies and resistance to
reforms. Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu’s push to merge loss-making PSUs offers a
glimmer of hope. Other steps like withdrawing
power subsidies for income tax payers and reducing free
travel for certain groups also signal fiscal prudence.

Sukhu’s proposal to merge Agro Industries Corporation

with the Horticulture Produce Marketing and Processing

Corporation is a pragmatic start. Such mergers can reduce
administrative overheads, streamline operations, and
consolidate resources. But these efforts must address
employee concerns through transparent dialogue,

B Homeschooling: Affordable and holistic education option

Homeschooling is transforming its image from an unconventional option to a widely accepted educational route as many parents opt for this affordable choice

With the rising costs of living, an increasing number of
parents are reevaluating the conventional approach
to education. An increasing number of families
nationwide are viewing homeschooling as a
legitimate and empowering option compared to
traditional education systems.The choice is
influenced not only by financial considerations but
also by a commitment to nurture the child in a
manner that aligns with their unique needs and the
family’s values. For many years, traditional
educational institutions have been the cornerstone of
childhood learning. However, nowadays, an ever-
growing number of parents are questioning whether
the significant expenses associated with private
education, or even the costs of public schooling, truly
justify the investment. The homeschooling
movement presents a compelling argument:
education can occur beyond the confines of
traditional classrooms. The main factor driving this
change is the expense involved. Education,
particularly in private schools, often presents a
challenging list of costs: tuition, uniforms,
transportation, extracurriculars, and supplies.
Homeschooling greatly alleviates these financial
burdens. Parents now have the opportunity to invest
in essential resources such as top-notch educational
materials, online courses, or tailored coaching—all
designed to cater to their child’s unique
needs.Moreover, homeschooling encourages
families to tap into their creativity and
resourcefulness. Libraries, free online resources, and
community programmes provide abundant learning
opportunities with minimal or no expense. In a time
filled with numerous digital resources, parents have

o

retraining programmes and assurances of job
security as employee opposition remains a major
roadblock to effective mergers. The adoption of
modern management practices, such as digital
transformation and efficiency audits, could curtail
recurring losses. The HRTC could benefit from
route optimisation and an upgraded fleet, while the
HPSEB might reduce transmission losses by
investing in renewable energy infrastructure.
Governance reforms are equally critical.
Appointing a capable leadership, setting
performance benchmarks and fostering
accountability at all levels can ensure long-term
sustainability. Public-private partnerships could
also unlock growth potential in sectors like tourism
and horticulture.With the state’s debt burden
nearing Rs 90,000 crore, the need for decisive
action has never been more urgent. While the road ahead is
fraught with challenges, tackling this contentious issue
may well determine HP’s economic stability in the long
run.

&

the ability to craft a curriculum that is both cost-
effective and thorough. In addition to reducing

expenses, there are numerous other factors
contributing to the rising popularity of
homeschooling.

Parents hold the view that homeschooling can

science, for instance, can dedicate additional time
to experiments and practical activities, while
those with a flair for the arts can unleash their
creativity free from the limitations of a rigid
schedule. Another key factor is the importance of
comprehensive development. Homeschooling
transcends traditional textbooks and offers
genuine, real-world learning experiences.
Cooking transforms into a blend of maths and
chemistry; gardening embodies principles of
biology and sustainability; a visit to the museum
or park imparts lessons in history and
ecology.These activities, along with practical
knowledge, foster family
connections—something that seems rare in
today’s world. Certainly, homeschooling comes
with its drawbacks. Concerns have been voiced by
critics regarding socialisation and the stress it
imposes on parents. Nevertheless, families who
choose to homeschool have found innovative
ways to address these issues, including forming
CO-0p groups, engaging in community sports, and
coordinating group field trips.

This signifies a movement towards appreciating
cost-effectiveness, adaptability, and personal
expression in education—a tendency expected to
expand as households adjust to financial

significantly enhance a child’s personal and
academic development. In contrast to conventional
educational institutions, homeschooling offers
remarkable flexibility, allowing lessons to align with
a child’s interests, learning pace, and preferred
methods of engagement.A student passionate about

circumstances. Ultimately, homeschooling

transcends being merely an educational option; it
embodies a declaration of empowerment. For
parents aiming to reshape education in a way that
resonates with their values, this journey offers not
just information but a profoundly rewarding
experience for both themselves and their children.
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Markets Decline In Early
Trade Amid Unabated
Foreign Fund Qutflows, Weak
Global Trends

Mumbai. Benchmark indices Sensex and Nifty
declined in early trade on Monday amid unabated
foreign fund outflows and weak trends in the global
markets. The 30-share BSE benchmark Sensex
declined 142.26 points to 78,556.81 in early trade.
The NSE Nifty dipped 48.35 points to 23,765.05.

From the 30 blue-chip pack, Infosys, Mahindra &
Mabhindra, HCL Technologies, Titan, Power Grid,
Tech Mahindra, Kotak Mahindra Bank and Tata
Motors were among the biggest laggards. Adani
Ports, Zomato, UltraTech Cement and ITC were
among the gainers. Foreign Institutional Investors
(FlIIs) offloaded equities worth Rs 1,323.29 crore on
Friday, according to exchange data.In Asian markets,
Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong Kong were trading lower
while Seoul quoted higher. US markets ended in the
negative territory on Friday.Global oil benchmark
Brent crude went up 0.07 per cent to USD 74.22 a
barrel. The BSE benchmark climbed 226.59 points or
0.29 per cent to settle at 78,699.07 on Friday. The
Nifty went up by 63.20 points or 0.27 per cent to
23,813.40.

Reliance’s refinery at
Jamnagar completes 25
years

NEW DELHI. Reliance launched its first refinery at
Jamnagar, Gujarat, 25 years ago, on December 28.
Today, Jamnagar has become the world’s refining
hub.When Reliance Industries, first spoke of
building an oil refinery to process and convert crude
oil pumped out of ground and from below seabed,
into fuels like petrol (gasoline) and diesel (gasoil),
majority of the experts had said that it would be
impossible for an Indian company to set up the
world’s largest grassroots refinery in three years.

But Reliance achieved that in 33 months. The first
private sector refinery of India added 25%to India’s
total refining capacity and made India self-
sufficient in transport fuels, sources said.

Indian Railways employees
take note! Home delivery of
medicines from Railway-run
hospitals may start soon

NEW DELHI. Indian Railways is currently in
discussions with with online pharmacy services to
enable doorstep delivery of medicines from its
network of hospitals, according to officials.
RailTel Corporation of India Limited plans to seek
tenders in January 2025 for this initiative, with
bidding based on discounts from retail medicine
prices."This service can be extended to all
government-owned hospitals if successful," a
senior official told ET, noting that discussions
with the health ministry have taken place.

Indian Railways currently serves approximately 10
million beneficiaries through 129 hospitals and
586 health units, primarily catering to railway
staff, retirees and their families."Beneficiaries
need to physically come to railway hospitals and
health units for treatment and getting medicines.
Both these issues can be addressed through
utilising eSanjeevani - India's National
Telemedicine Service - alongside home delivery
of medicines," the official explained.Also Read |
Japan’s Shinkansen bullet trains to be tweaked for
India’s first Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-speed rail
corridor - details hereThe medicine delivery
service is anticipated to function through RailTel's
Hospital Management Information System
(HMIS), which currently facilitates appointment
bookings, laboratory results access, and
electronic medical records management.The
Comptroller and Auditor General reports that
healthcare delivery at railway hospitals cost Rs
20,734 crore between 2017-22, with medicine
purchases comprising 11% of this sum.Healthcare
represents 1-2% of Indian Railways' yearly
spending across revenue and capital expenditure.

VIL welcomes government’s
Bank Guarantee waiver,

Australia trade pact comple’res two
years; India expor’rs up 14% in FY24

A press statement by the Ministry of

Commerce says since the signing of

ECTA, bilateral merchandise trade has

more than doubled, surging from

$12.2 billion in 2020-21 to $26 billion

in 2022-23.
e —]

NEW DELHI. The India-Australia

Economic Cooperation and Trade
Agreement (Ind-Aus ECTA), which
completed two years on Sunday, has
helped India increase its exports by 14%
to the Indo-pacific nation in FY24.
However, it is still lower than exports in
2021-22.A press statement by the
Ministry of Commerce says since the
signing of ECTA, bilateral merchandise
trade has more than doubled, surging
from $12.2 billion in 2020-21 to $26
billion in 2022-23.Total trade, however,
moderated in the year 2023-24 to $24

billion in 2023-24, with India’s exports to
Australia growing by 14%.“The current
fiscal year continues to reflect strong
momentum. Total merchandise bilateral
trade from April-November 2024 reached

$16.3 billion,” says the statement.
However, after signing of the agreement,
India’s trade deficit with Australia had
increased from $8.5 billion in 2021-22 to
$12 billion in 2022-23.1t fell to $8.2

billion in 2023-24. After the signing
of the trade pact, exports of textiles,
chemicals, and agriculture goods
have shown substantial growth. It
has also boosted exports on new
lines of products such as gold
studded with diamonds and
turbojets, highlighting the
diversification enabled by the
agreement. When it comes to
imports, India has mostly imported
from Australia essential raw
materials, such as metalliferous ores,
cotton, wood and wood
products.According to the
commerce ministry, imports from
Australia have fuelled India’s
industries, contributing to the win-
win nature of this partnership.
Imports of electronics and
engineering have room for growth.
Both the countries are committed to
building on the momentum created by the
ECTA, and to achieve the target of trade
to reach AUD 100 billion by 2030
between India and Australia.

Unimech Aerospace IPO listing: Check
latest GMP and share prlce prediction

NEW DELHI. The initial public
offering (IPO) of Unimech
Aerospace and Manufacturing
Limited garnered an
overwhelming response, with a -
subscription rate of 174.93 times
by the final day of bidding.The
three-day window for the IPO,
open from December 23 to
December 26, saw substantial
interest from various investor
categories.The issue was
subscribed 317.63 times by
qualified institutional buyers
(QIBs), 263.40 times by non-
institutional investors (NIIs), and
56.16 times by retail investors.In the
grey market, Unimech Aerospace
shares are commanding a robust
premium of Rs 715, reflecting strong
demand. This indicates a potential
listing price of around Rs 1,500 per

share, combining the upper price band
of Rs 785 with the grey market
premium.

Such a listing would represent a gain of
more than 90% over the issue price.

The grey market premium (GMP) often
serves as an early indicator of investor
sentiment and can hint at the stock's

potential performance on its debut
day.However, it’s essential to note
that GMP trends may not always
translate directly into actual
listing performance, as broader
market dynamics also play a
role.Unimech Aerospace and
Manufacturing Limited
specialises in high-precision
engineering solutions for sectors
like aerospace, defence, energy,
and semiconductors.With its
expertise in complex
manufacturing, the company is
well-positioned to cater to high-
demand, high-tech industries.As
Unimech Aerospace gears up for its
stock market debut, all eyes will be on
its listing performance, which could
set a strong precedent for upcoming
IPOs in the precision engineering
sector.

Discount broking is the future: HDFC Sec MD

MUMBAI. HDFC Securities, which
entered the discount-broking space a
little over a year ago, expects its low-
cost broking arm HDFC Sky to turn
profitable in the next fiscal. This is on
the back of the runaay success it
notched up in the past 13 months in
terms of customer acquisition (over
1.1 million as of December) and the
rising trading volume on the platform.
The company is not planning any
share sale, citing strong financial
performance.The full-service
brokerage and its discount broking
arm have added 1.2 million new
customers this fiscal so far, taking the
total to 6.1 million.However, the
number of active clients remains at
1.4 million. Of'this, total additions - as
much as 1.1 million - have been
onboarded through the new platform.

“Discount broking is the future of
broking in our country and full-
service brokerages will get limited to
just HNIs (high-net-worth
individuals), going forward. This is
because a large majority of investors
coming to the market now are all
choosing only discount platforms,”

Dhiraj Relli, MD & chief executive of
HDFC Securities, told TNIE.

“The message that customers are
choosing discount brokers is clear
from the huge number of customers
we’ve added in just about 13 months
alone—1.1 million, and this is also
underlined by the much faster growth
of similar other platforms,” he said.

On the profitability part, Relli said,
“Next fiscal we should be making
cash profit and in FY27 we should
break-even.” This is despite the fact
that he has no plans to increase the
charges for retail customers on the
Sky platform. Currently it charges
R20 per order for buying and selling.

HDFC Securities, which offers the
longest days of margin funding—as
many as 270 trading days--has a large
margin funding book of R7,500 crore
and charges 13-15% interest on
margin funding per month, makingita
very profitable revenue stream. Relli
expects to close the current fiscal with
a revenue of R3,300 crore and a net
income of RI1,165 crore, up from
R950 crore of net profit last fiscal.

“We don’t need capital at all. So there is

Big Al bets, demand

no need for fund raising through an
IPO. Last year also we raised R1,000
crore through a rights issue and had
earned R950 crore in net income,”
Relli said.Overall, he said investors
should not expect high returns from
the market in 2025, as he sees only
modest returns from Nifty.

“The Nifty shows only modest upside
potential, as it is now trading at
23xFY25 and 20.5x FY26 consensus
EPS, indicating modest upside
potential in the next 12 months. This
implies that investors may face a
period of lower-than-expected
returns, as the broader market may
have already priced in some of the
expected growth,” he said, adding the
Nifty may touch 26580 points
sometime next year.Since the advent
of the low/discount broking
spearheaded by Zerodha—the most
profitable brokerage for the past many
years—full-service players have been
losing market share and today
discount broker Groww is the largest
with over 13.1 million active
customers followed by Zerodha at 8.1
million, Angel One at 7.

ITR filing simplified: 5
updates you should know

NEW DELHI. Filing income tax returns often
feels like a daunting task, but recent changes in
tax rules aim to turn this challenge into a
smoother experience. With enhanced
transparency, simplified processes, and
increased flexibility, taxpayers now have more
tools at their disposal to file returns accurately
and efficiently.

Whether it’s the revamped Form 26AS or the
introduction of pre-filled ITRs, these updates
are designed to make compliance less stressful.

ENHANCED TRANSPARENCY WITH FORM
26AS

The revamped Form 26AS now offers taxpayers a
detailed view of their tax transactions. It
includes tax deductions, collections, payment
details, demands, refunds, and specified
financial transactions (SFTs). This transparency
helps taxpayers monitor their financial
activities, ensuring accurate income disclosure.

PRE-FILLED ITRS
FILING

Pre-filled ITRs now ease the process by
automatically populating data like salary
income, bank interest, and dividends. This
reduces manual effort, minimises errors, and
makes tax filing more efficient for individuals.

FILING FLEXIBILITY WITH UPDATED
RETURNS

Under Section 139(8A) of the Income-tax Act,
taxpayers can file updated returns within two
years of the relevant assessment year. This
allows individuals to voluntarily correct
mistakes or omissions by paying additional
taxes. The e-verification scheme also
streamlines reporting of unreported income.

SIMPLIFIED PERSONALTAX REGIME

The alternative tax regime, introduced in 2020
and further refined in 2024, offers lower tax
slabs for those who opt to forgo specific
exemptions and incentives. This aims to make
the tax structure more straightforward for
individual taxpayers.

EXPANDED SCOPE OFTDSAND TCS

The tax base has widened with the inclusion of
transactions like large cash withdrawals, luxury
car purchases, foreign remittances, e-commerce
sales, and virtual asset transfers under TDS (tax
deducted at source) and TCS (tax collected at
source). This ensures greater compliance and
accountability.

These reforms make tax compliance more
seamless and transparent, empowering
taxpayers with tools and options to stay on track
with their filings while reducing complexities in
the process.

FOR HASSLE-FREE

reboot: Indian IT sector
‘bytes' into 2025 with cautious optimism

says will boost 46, 56
investment

NEW DELHI. Telecom service provider Vodafone
Idea Limited (VIL) has welcomed the Indian
government’s decision to waive the Bank Guarantee
(BG) requirement for the purchase of spectrum,
calling it a significant relief for the telecom
industry. The company added that this move would
not only ease the financial burden on telecom
operators but also boost investments in 4G and 5G
network infrastructure in India.The government’s
move is particularly beneficial to Indian telecom
operators, especially Vodafone Idea, which has been
grappling with significant financial strain.

Under the 2021 telecom reform package, the
government had already waived the BG requirement
for spectrum auctions conducted after the reforms,
citing that the industry had matured and no longer
needed this form of financial security.

“Department of Telecommunication, Government of
India further extended its support to the telecom
industry by dispensing with the requirement of Bank
Guarantee to be submitted for spectrum auctions held
prior to reform package i.e. for spectrum auctions of
2012, 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2021, provided the pro-
rated value of spectrum used from the date of
allocation till the end of three (3) months after the due
date of payment of next instalment is less than the
value of payment made by the telecom operator on an
NPV basis,” said Vodafone Idea in an exchange
filing.

Industry analysts predict a
rebound in growth and
profitability by late 2025 or the

second half of FY26, provided
conditions remain favorable.

NEW DELHI.The Indian IT industry

enters 2025 with optimism, buoyed by
expectations of increased tech spending
and a stronger deal pipeline as businesses

make bold investments in artificial

intelligence. However, the industry's

progress will closely depend on global
macroeconomic trends and the United

States' policies on trade and high-skilled
immigration, with President-elect Donald

Trump set to take office next month.

The second-quarter results of leading IT
companies have sparked hopes of
improved client demand in the coming
quarters.
rebound in growth and profitability by late
2025 or the second half of FY26, provided
conditions remain favorable.
mergers and acquisitions are also
expected to gain momentum throughout
the year, driven by interest in big data,
cloud computing, and generative Al

The PO market, which saw significant

Industry analysts predict a

Tech

activity in 2024, is gearing up for another
robust year as numerous tech startups
prepare for their debut to capitalize on
investor enthusiasm.Sindhu
Gangadharan, chairperson of Nasscom,
expressed confidence in a full recovery in
tech and discretionary spending by late
2025, contingent on stabilizing global
macroeconomic conditions and easing
geopolitical tensions. Reflecting on 2024,
she noted a steady but uneven recovery in
demand for tech services, with strong
growth in areas like Al, cloud computing,
and cybersecurity. She emphasized that
companies are prioritizing investments in
these transformative technologies to boost
efficiency and resilience.Gangadharan
highlighted that 2025 will likely witness
accelerated tech adoption, increased IT
budgets, and a recovery in verticals such
as BFSI, retail, and healthcare. She stated
that cloud migration and Al-driven
solutions would play a crucial role in
expanding deal pipelines and improving
profitability.

Generative Al, which created a significant

impact in 2024, has now reached a
transformative inflection point, set to
redefine industries and drive global
innovation. The tech sector is expanding
its offerings to include GenAl-powered
analytics, intelligent automation, and
personalized customer experiences.

Meanwhile, non-tech sectors are bracing
for disruption, with Generative Al poised
to transform marketing, operations,
research and development, and other key
functions.Businesses are expected to

prioritize investments in cloud migration,
AI/ML applications, and cybersecurity as
they prepare for resilient and future-ready
infrastructures. Companies are also
ramping up hiring in areas such as Al,
machine learning, generative Al, and
cybersecurity, as these technologies
become integral to digital transformation

strategies.Puneet Chandok, President of

Microsoft India and South Asia, said that
robust demand for specialized roles in Al
data science, and cybersecurity within the
Indian IT and tech sectors.

He emphasized the importance of upskilling

and reskilling the workforce to meet

evolving technological demands and

predicted a significant rise in

opportunities within Tier 2 cities,
signaling a more geographically
distributed tech talent pool.

Deepak Jotwani, Vice President and
Sector Head, Corporate Ratings at
ICRA, noted that while revenue
contributions from GenAl deals remain
limited, they are expected to grow over
the medium term as technology
adoption becomes more pervasive. He
observed some recovery in sectors such
as BFSI in recent months, although
manufacturing and retail continue to lag
behind.Akhilesh Tuteja, Partner and
Head of Clients and Markets at KPMG
in India, expressed optimism about the

return of discretionary tech spending by

late 2025 as global companies stabilize
growth and invest in digital capabilities.

For now, management commentary remains

cautiously optimistic for the export-
driven tech industry, with major players
like Infosys and HCLTech raising sales
forecasts for FY25. Back home, a stellar
year of IPOs has set the stage for
numerous startups and digital businesses
to join the queue for listings next year,
aiming to capitalize on the ongoing
marketrally.
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Tax dept to tap Digi yatra
data to go after evaders

Delhi air quality improves to ‘'moderate’,
minimum temperature dips to 10°C

the AQI stood at 183,
coming as a huge relief
to the citizens.The
minimum temperature in
Delhi was recorded at 10
degrees Celsius at 8.30
am and 12 degrees
Celsius at 5.30 am,
which was more than
five notches above
normal. Similarly, the
minimum temperature
was 13 degrees Celsius
in the national capital on
Sunday, which was
again six degrees Celsius
higher than normal.

At 6 am, several parts of Delhi, including
North Campus, Burari, Bawana, Chandni
Chowk, Lodhi Road and Dilshad Garden,
reported an AQI below 200 while AQI at

The tax department would start
issuing notices in 2025 based on
the Digi Yatra data, said sources.

After receiving significant rain
last week, there is no forecast
of further rain in the national
capital for the remaining two
days of the year.Dense Fog
Reduces Visibility To Zero In
Punjab And Haryana.

The entire north India was
covered by a blanket of dense
to very dense fog on
Monday.Zero visibility was
recorded across many parts of
Punjab and Haryana.
Visibility at Chandigarh,
Amritsar, Jammu and Ambala
was zero while visibility at
Delhi's Safdarjung was 600 meters at 5.30
am.

Many areas across Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Uttarakhand reported
visibility below 200 meters.In a huge relief

After two days of B

rainfall and snowfall
in the hills, the
minimum temperature
in the national capital,
along with many cities
across north India, is
expected to drop by 3
to 6 degrees on New
Year's Eve, according
to the IMD.

NEW DELHI.Delhi, on Monday, witnessed

NEW DELHL. If you are a frequent user of Digi
Yatra app but don’t file income tax returns, don’t
be surprised if you get a notice from the tax
department.

According to sources, the tax department has
accessed the entire passenger data captured on the
Digi Yatra app, and the same is being reconciled
with tax filings to check for discrepancies in the
declared income. The tax department would start
issuing notices in 2025 based on the Digi Yatra
data, said sources.

Digi Yatra app is a civil aviation ministry-led
initiative to make air traveller’s journey seamless
and paperless. It uses facial recognition
technology, and collects passengers ID,
biometrics, and details of air tickets to give easy
access at airports. It is, however, not mandatory
for fliers to download or use the app.

According to sources, the tax department will first
go after those who don’t file tax returns, and then

The overall AQI recorded for Delhi was 225,
which is in the 'poor’ category, for Sunday.
After two days of rainfall and snowfall in the
hills, the minimum temperature in the
national capital, along with many cities

a further drop with the minimum
temperature dipping to 10 degrees Celsius
while the overall air quality in the national
capital improved to 'moderate’ category as

Crackdown on illegal
immigrants: 15 Bangla
nationals deported

NEW DELHI. The Delhi Police have deported 15
Bangladeshi nationals, including a family of eight,
police said on Sunday.Those deported include Jahangir,
his wife, and their six children; Mohd Umor Faruk, Riyaj
Miyan (also known as Remon Khan), and five
women.Deputy Commissioner of Police (Southwest)
Surendra Choudhary stated that the Vasant Kunj South
police station team was assigned to identify illegal
immigrants.

“As part of the intensified efforts to address concerns
about unauthorised migrants, the police carried out

door-to-door verifications of 400 families in Rangpuri.
Verification forms were sent to suspected individuals’
addresses in West Bengal, and a special team was
dispatched to manually verify their documents,” he
said.During the verification drive, the team identified
Jahangir and his family, who confessed to their
Bangladeshi origins during questioning, the DCP said.
The deportation process was carried out in coordination
with the Foreigners Regional Registration Office
(FRRO).

In a separate operation, the south district police
apprehended seven people from Bangladesh. DCP
(South) Ankit Chauhan said that on Saturday, they
received specific information about illegal migrants.

Following this, a raid was conducted near Arjan Garh
metro station, resulting in the detention of the seven
people.During interrogation by the police, they
disclosed that they had illegally migrated from
Bangladesh.

‘Misleading’: Delhi Transport
Commissioner refutes AAP
chiet’s inquiry claim

NEW DELHI. Delhi Transport Commissioner Prashant
Goyal has refuted allegations made by AAP leader
Arvind Kejriwal regarding a supposed inquiry into the
free bus ride scheme for women.

In a letter to Delhi Chief Minister Atishi dated
December 26, Goyal clarified that no such
investigation was being planned.“My attention is
drawn to news reports on television and social media
wherein former Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal is
seen alleging that an inquiry is being contemplated in

the Transport Department implicating your good self.
I'would like to place on record that no such inquiry has
even been contemplated by the Transport
Department,” Goyal wrote.

Also, no communication has either been received from
the Vigilance Department, GNCTD in this regard. The
aforesaid claim is absolutely misplaced and
misleading,” he added.The clarification follows
Kejriwal’s press conference on December 25, where
he, alongside Atishi, accused the BJP-led Central
government of using investigative agencies to
fabricate cases against the AAP leadership.

“We got to know from our sources that a meeting was
held and the investigative agencies have been ordered
by the BJP to arrest CM Atishi in a fake case. They are
trying to distract the AAP from campaigning for the
upcoming assembly polls,” Kejriwal
alleged.Defending the free bus ride scheme, a
signature initiative of the AAP government, Kejriwal
assured its continuation.

many places, including Okhla, Munirka
and Anand Vihar remained in the 'poor’
category with Nehru Nagar reporting the
highest AQI today at 268.

across north India, is expected to drop by 3
to 6 degrees on New Year's Eve, IMD
scientist Dr Naresh Kumar told news
agency ANL

to flyers, the visibility reported at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International Airport was
1500 meters at 7.30 am with no reports of
flight delays.

West Himalayas record sharp rise in wildfires in a yr

NEW DELHI. Forest fires in
Western Himalaya region increased
manifold during the wildfire season
(November to June) this year,
compared to a year ago.
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh
and Jammu and Kashmir registered
a sharp rise in forest fire incidents,
causing extensive damage to forest
coverage.

According to the 18th biennial
assessment of India’s forests —
India State of Forest Report 2023
(ISFR 2023) — released recently by
the Forest Survey of India (FSI), there
is a phenomenal rise in forest fire
incidents in the western Himalayan
states during the forest fire season
between November 2023 and June
2024.For instance, in Jammu and
Kashmir, there has been 18 times
increase in forest fire incidents
compared to the previous year. As per
ISFR data, there were 327 fire
incidents recorded in the state this
season, while only 19 incidents were
reported in last year.

Similarly, in Himachal Pradesh, there
has been 10 times rise in forest fire
incidents. The FSI recorded 985 forest

fires this year, against 97 incidents last
year. Likewise in Uttarakhand, 2,442
forest fires were reported this year,
against 576 last year.Experts cite the
emergence of the El Nino
phenomenon this year, which caused a
record rise in temperature during the
deficit summer monsoon, as one of the
reasons behind the rise in fires. Also,
the winter in 2023-24 was dry, which
increased forest fuel loads and created
aconducive condition for forest fires.
“Last year, lesser forest fires had
increased fuel loads in the forest. This
contributed to a large number of forest
fires in western Himalayas this year,”
said Nishant Mandhotra, Himachal
Pradesh nodal officer for controlling

forest fires.

According to the ISFR, fires are
causing problems in the western
Himalayan region due to fires in pine
forests and transhumance pastoralists,
who move livestock from one
grazing ground to another in a
seasonal cycle. “Chir pine trees do
not allow the grass to grow, which is
important for pastoralists. So they
cause a fire, to increase grasslands for
their sheep and goats,” said
Mandhotra.

This year, a total of 34,562 sq km of

forest area was burnt across the
country. The maximum fire-affected
forest arecas have been observed in
Andhra Pradesh (5,286.76 km?2),
followed by Maharashtra (4,095.04
km?2) and Telangana (3,983.28 km?2).

The highest percentage of recorded

forest areas affected by forest fire has
been observed in Telangana (14.82%),
followed by Andhra Pradesh
(13.94%) and Bihar

target those who under-report their income to
avoid paying taxes. The department is perusing
the data of both international and domestic air
travellers. Frequent or high-value travel,
particularly international trips, could flag
individuals whose reported earnings do not justify
such expenditures, prompting further
scrutiny.“Data provided by Digi Yatra is
inherently clean, reliable, and verifiable, making
it a robust source for government use in tax
administration. Once integrated and reconciled
with income tax filings, it can effectively identify
non-filers, placing them at the forefront of
scrutiny. Subsequently, taxpayers engaging in
income suppression or under-reporting could also
be systematically targeted,” said a source.

According to tax experts, Digi Yatra data holds

immense potential as an alternative to the
government’s earlier attempts to gather travel data
through loyalty programmes of air travel
companies—a move constrained by privacy
concerns.“By leveraging such data, authorities
can achieve greater transparency and precision in
tracking high-risk taxpayers, provided that
appropriate safeguards for data privacy and
proportionality are in place,” says Rajat Mohan,
senior partner, AMRG & Associates.

Questions sent to the tax department and Digi Yatra

on the issue remained unanswered till the time of
filing of this report.It must be recalled that air
travellers have raised privacy concerns over the
collection data on the app. However, the
authorities have maintained that data is not stored
in any central repository, and that it is stored
locally in the phone of the passenger.

(10.71%).However, this year’s
overall forest fire incidents were

Globetrotters under the lens
According to sources, the financial records of

comparatively lower than in the last
two years, except in the western
Himalayan regions.

frequent international fliers could be subjected
to scrutiny to check for any income suppression
in their I-T returns

Explainer: Key Events Leudmg To BPSC 70th Exam Protest

I New  Delhi. The controversy |
Students have surrounding the 70th Combined

Preliminary Exam of the Bihar |
M Public Service Commission §
aIquat|ons of (BPSC) is assuming critical
. ' . proportions with every passing day.
irregularities in the Students have levelled allegations |
examination, the of irregularities in the examination,
poor quality of the
question paper,

the poor quality of the question
paper, and the similarities between
and the similarities
between the

the questions in the exam and model
questions in the

papers from coaching institutes.

They are, therefore, demanding a complete
exam and model
papers from

cancellation of the exam and a re-conduct of
the examination.Opposition parties such as

coachin

institutes.

the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), Congress,
CPI (M-L), and Jan Suraaj are supporting
the students' demands, slamming the
government for jeopardising the future of
students. BPSC has rejected these
allegations, calling them "irrational" and has
appealed to students to focus on preparing
for the main exam.

Key developments so far
The controversy surrounding BPSC's 70th

Combined Preliminary Exam, which began
on December 6, 2024, continues to be a topic
of discussion. The advertisement for this
exam was released in September 2024, and
483,000 candidates applied, out of which
325,000 appeared for the exam.The exam
was conducted for 2,031 positions,
including 200 SDMs, 136 DSPs, and other
gazetted officer posts, making it one of the

largest vacancies in recent years.The

preliminary exam was held on

December 13, 2024, between 12 PM

and 2 PM, with candidates answering

150 questions on general knowledge.

' Timeline of events:

iy December 6: Students raised concerns
about normalisation, accusing BPSC of
introducing the practice. BPSC
dismissed these allegations, calling
them "rumours," stating there were no
plans for normalisation.

December 13: A disturbance occurred at the
Bapu Pariksha Parisar (Bapu Examination
Complex) in Patna, where the question
papers were delayed. As a result, BPSC
decided to re-conduct the exam for 12,000
candidates from this centre on January 4,
2025.

December 18: Protests intensified at the
Gardanibagh protest site, with students
demanding the complete cancellation of the
exam. The protest still continues.

Leave ego aside: Opposition slams Bihar
government after aspirants lathi-charged

NEW DELHI. Opposition parties
on Sunday launched a scathing
attack on the Nitish Kumar
government after police lathi-
charged protesting Bihar Public
Service Commission (BPSC)
aspirants, who are demanding a re-
examination of the 70th BPSC
preliminary exams.Leaders from
Opposition parties, including the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), the
Congress and the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) were among the

people slamming the Bihar government ~ Sunday.

for the use of force against thousands of On Sunday, lathi-charged and used water
cannons to disperse thousands of
protesting BPSC aspirants at Patna's
Maidan. The students were
demanding a re-examination of the 70th
BPSC prelims.Tejashwi Yadav also
raised questions over the BPSC for
cancelling the preliminary exam for just
one centre, where the alleged paper leak
took place."On December 15-16,
BPSC announced the cancellation of the

protesting students.Former Bihar Deputy
Chief Minister Tejashwi Yadav called the
police action on protesting BPSC
aspirants "painful" and condemned it.

"It is very painful how BPSC aspirants
were beaten up by the police. Many
people are badly injured in this. We
condemn this. The visuals that have
surfaced are painful. [ am a young man
and can understand their situation," the

Gandhi

RJD leader said in a video statement on

exam at one centre. If the paper

being cancelled only at one cen

he said.

the "merciless" action against
students, sharing a video of

just kept raining blows with batons,"
Congress posted on X.

exams for several days, but

the  The government should leave its

been leaked, then why is the exam

It is a kind of normalisation. That is
why students are protesting for the
re-examination. I also support this,"

RJD's INDIA bloc partner Congress
echoed Tejashwi Yadav and
slammed the Bihar government for

incident."Watch this video. Fi
the Bihar government used water
cannons on the youth in the intense cold
and then used lathi-charge mercilessly.
The police did not spare anyone. They

"Unemployed youth in Bihar have been
protesting against the rigging in BPSC
government is not ready to listen to them.

aside and talk to the youth and accept

had  their demands," it added.Meanwhile,
AAP Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh
called the whole fiasco an example of the
"dictatorship of the autocratic
government", saying that this was not
expected from someone like Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar.

Deadly lathi-charge by police on BPSC
candidates. The treatment like animals to
the youth who have been on hunger strike
for many days is an example of the
dictatorship of the autocratic government.
Nitish ji, who was born out of the student
movement. This was not expected from
you," Sanjay Singh wrote on X and
posted a video of the lathi-charge.

He demanded from the Bihar government
thatitresolve the demands of the students,
stressing that the "country will be run not
by sticks but by dialogue and the
Constitution".Also, Prashant Kishor, the
founder of the Jan Suraaj Party, also
extended his support to the protesting
students and called for an end to systemic
corruption in Bihar's examinations.
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Biden declares January 9 as
national day of mourning
for Jimmy Carter

WASHINGTON. US President Joe Biden on Sunday
declared January 9 a national day of mourning for
Jimmy Carter, calling on Americans to visit their
places of worship to "pay homage" to the late US
leader."I call on the American people to assemble on
that day in their respective places of worship, there to
pay homage to the memory of President James Earl
Carter, Jr," Biden said in a White House
proclamation."I invite the people of the world who
share our grief'to join us in this solemn observance.”

Hotel fire in popular
Bangkok tourist area kills

BANGKOK.A fire broke out at a hotel on Bangkok's
Khao San Road, a popular tourist destination, killing
three foreigners and injuring several other people,
Thai police said.The three who died in the fire on
Sunday night were all foreign tourists, Police Colonel
Sanong Saengmanee told The Associated Press.One
was found dead at the scene and the other two died
after being transported to the hospital.

The fire erupted on the 5th floor of the six-story Ember
Hotel, police said. Khao San Road is a popular
backpacker street in the Thai capital that's also known
for its lively nightlife.The flames were eventually
contained and the cause of the blaze is under
investigation.Seventy-five people were staying at the
hotel at the time of the fire. Seven people were
injured, including two Thai nationals and five
foreigners.Bangkok Governor Chadchart Sittipunt
emphasized the importance of safety following the
incident, especially as New Year's Eve countdown
festivities approach, with fireworks and other
celebrations planned across the city.

Go To Hell": Trump Refuses
To Wish Clemency Recipients
'Merry Christmas’

World. US President-elect Donald Trump has made
headlines with his stark Christmas Day message,
refusing to extend holiday wishes to federal death-row
inmates and criminals whose sentences were
commuted by President Joe Biden this month.
Instead, Trump took to Truth Social to declare, “Go to
hell!”

Donald Trump directed his ire at the 37 individuals who
received clemency from Mr Biden, referring to them
as “the 37 most violent criminals, who killed, raped,
and plundered like virtually no one before them, but
were just given, incredibly, a pardon by Sleepy Joe
Biden.”He added, “I refuse to wish a Merry Christmas
to those lucky ‘souls' but, instead, will say, go to hell!”

Outgoing President Biden, 82, commuted the sentences
of 37 federal death-row inmates, reducing their
punishment to life imprisonment without the
possibility of parole. The White House described the
decision as part of the outgoing president's
commitment to fostering “a fair and effective justice
system.” Among those granted clemency are
individuals convicted of heinous crimes, including
child murders and mass killings. Trump's Christmas
message wasn't limited to criticism of the clemency
decision. He also took the opportunity to lambast
China, Canada and his political adversaries, while
revisiting controversial geopolitical topics like US
control over the Panama Canal and his interest in
acquiring Greenland.

He wrote, “Merry Christmas to all, including to the
wonderful soldiers of China, who are lovingly, but
illegally, operating the Panama Canal (where we lost
38,000 people in its building 110 years ago), always
making certain that the United States puts in Billions
of Dollars in ‘repair’ money, but will have absolutely
nothing to say about ‘anything'.” Turning his attention
northward, Donald Trump addressed Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau, suggesting that Canada
would benefit from becoming the 51st state. “If
Canada was to become our 51st State, their taxes
would be cut by more than 60 per cent, their
businesses would immediately double in size, and
they would be militarily protected like no other
country anywhere in the world,” Trump added.

Greenland also featured in Donald Trump's message, as
he reiterated the territory's strategic importance to US
national security and claimed its residents welcomed
American involvement.Not one to miss a chance to
criticise his political opponents, Mr Trump said,
“Merry Christmas to the radical left lunatics, who are
constantly.

World. A disturbing report has revealed

WASHINGTON. Jimmy Carter's 1977-

broke with America's image as an

come back to haunt him. Five cabinet

Key moments in life of Jimmy Carter

1981 presidency included successes like
the Camp David peace accords, but also
enough controversy for US voters to see
him as weak -- and send him packing after
only one term.Carter's legacy however was
largely built on his post-presidency, the
longest in US history.Here are a few key
moments in the life of Carter, who died
Sunday at the age of 100.

Panama canal

During his first year in office, Carter went
back on a campaign promise and decided to
hand back management of the Panama
Canal -- which had been in US military

control since its construction at the start of

the 20th century."Fairness, and not force,
should lie at the heart of our dealings with
the nations of the world," he said at the
signing of the canal treaties with
Panamanian leader Omar Torrijos on
September 7, 1977.Carter was ridiculed for
the move, which gave Panama control over
the canal linking the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans at the end of 1999.History,
however, has looked upon the deal as a deft
bit of diplomacy.Giving Panama a meatier
role in the canal's management in the run-
up to the transfer allowed for stability, and

overbearing imperialist power in Latin
America.Reacting to Carter's death on
Sunday, President Jose Mulino said the
former US leader helped Panama achieve
"full sovereignty of our country."

Morality in politics

Upon his arrival in the Oval Office, Carter
looked to distance himself from the
realpolitik practiced by his predecessors --
a vestige of the Cold War -- and placed
human rights at the heart of his agenda.

"Our principal goal is to help shape a world

which is more responsive to the desire of

people everywhere for economic well-
being, social justice, political self-
determination and basic human rights," he
said in a 1978 speech at the US Naval
Academy.In concrete terms, Carter notably
signed the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights in 1977. It was
eventually ratified by the United States in
1992 after being blocked for years by the
Senate.Camp David accordsIn September
1978, Carter invited Israeli premier
Menachem Begin and Egyptian president
Anwar Sadat to Camp David, the
presidential retreat outside Washington.

After 13 days of secret negotiations under

Carter's mediation, two accords were
signed that ultimately led to a peace treaty
the following year.The diplomatic triumph
was cited when Carter was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize.

Crisis of confidence

In the summer of 1979, the economy rocked
by inflation and his approval rating in free
fall, Carter addressed the American people
inanationwide televised speech on July 15.

In that half-hour, he responded to his critics
on his lack of leadership, instead laying the
blame on anational "crisis of confidence."

"The erosion of our confidence in the future is
threatening to destroy the social and the
political fabric of America," he said.The
speech was poorly received and would

members resigned that week.
Iran hostage crisis
The hostage crisis -- more than 50
Americans were held for 444 days at the
US embassy in Tehran from November
1979 to January 1981 -- was the death
knell for Carter's presidency.A failed
military rescue mission in April 1980 all
but extinguished his chances of reelection
later that year.Operation Eagle Claw was
thwarted by sandstorms and mechanical
problems -- eventually, the mission was
aborted. In the subsequent withdrawal, two
American aircraft collided, killing eight
servicemen.In the following days, then
secretary of state Cyrus Vance resigned,
and the mission's failure symbolized
Carter's inability to resolve the crisis.The
hostages were eventually freed on the same
day that Republican Ronald Reagan took
office, after thumping Carter at the polls in
November 1980.
The Carter Center
Carter remained extremely active into his 90s
despite his retirement from political life.
In 1982, he founded the Carter Center, which
has focused on conflict resolution,

German security chiefs to face
questions over Christmas market attack

BERLIN. German security and
intelligence chiefs are due on Monday
to face questioning about the car-
ramming attack that killed five people
and wounded more than 200 at a
Christmas market 10 days ago.

They will be quizzed about possible
missed clues and security failures
before the December 20 attack in the
eastern city of Magdeburg, where
police arrested the 50-year-old Saudi
psychiatrist Taleb al-Abdulmohsen at
the scene.Interior Minister Nancy
Faeser, Saxony-Anhalt state officials,
and the heads of Germany's domestic
and foreign intelligence services are
expected to face a closed-door
committee hearing in parliament from
1200 GMT.Abdulmohsen is the only
suspect in the attack in which a rented
BMW sport utility vehicle ploughed
through the crowd of revellers at high
speed, leaving a trail of bloody
carnage.Investigators have yet to
declare a suspected motive in the
assault that used a motor vehicle as a
weapon, which recalled past jihadist
attacks, including in Berlin and in the
French city of Nicein 2016.

Abdulmohsen, by contrast, has voiced
strongly anti-Islam views, sympathies

with the far right, and anger at
Germany for allowing in too many

unnamed German security sources, he
has in the past been treated for mental
illness and tested positive for drug use
on the night of his arrest.The Saudi
suspect has been remanded in custody
in a top-security facility on five counts
of murder and 205 counts of attempted
murder, prosecutors said, but not so far
on
charges.Chancellor Olaf Scholz, who
faces elections in February, has
declared that Germany needs to
"investigate whether this terrible act
could have been prevented"."No stone
must be left unturned," he told news

portal t-online on Friday, echoing
similar comments by Faeser.

Muslim war refugees and other Repeated clues
asylum-seekers.According to
unconfirmed media reports citing

Scholz said that "over the years, there
have been repeated clues" about the
suspect, adding that "we must
examine very carefully whether
there were any failings on the part of
the authorities in Saxony-Anhalt or
at the national level".German media
digging through Abdulmohsen's
past and his countless social media
postings have found expressions of
anger and frustration, and threats of
violence against German citizens

and politicians.Saudi Arabia said it

terrorism-related

had repeatedly warned Germany
about Abdulmohsen, who came to
Germany in 2006 and was granted
refugee status 10 years later.A source
close to the Saudi government told AFP
that the kingdom had in the past sought
his extradition.Germany has not
officially commented on this claim, but
would usually deny requests to send
people granted asylum back to the
country they fled. Abdulmohsen had a
history of brushes with the law and
court appearances in Germany, media
have reported, including for threats of
violence.

New York Teacher Sexually Abused Teen Student
In 'Escape Room' And Home 'Bat Cave': Report

allegations of sexual abuse against
Scott Biski, a 50-year-old music
teacher at Jamaica Gateway to the
Sciences High School in Queens.
Investigators claim that Biski
created a manipulative "escape
room" environment to exploit a
female student, whom he
allegedly began grooming when
she was just 14 years old. The
abuse allegedly escalated into a
sexual relationship when the
student was a senior. Biski is also
accused of inviting the student to
his home, referred to as "the bat
cave," for illicit encounters when
his family was away, the New
York Postreported.

"I now understand that these weird hugs,
embraces were actually just groping.
He was touching me for sexual pleasure
without my consent," the now 25-year-
old ex-student told investigators in

2022. Biski allegedly created a
manipulative environment in his music
classroom and office by setting up
"makeshift dividers and old desks" and
inviting students to hang out in his so-

called "escape room." According to the
report, Biski made unwanted advances
towards the student, touching her
breasts and attempting to kiss her. The
gitl promptly pulled away and left.
Biski also invited the girl to his home

under the guise of playing board games
with other students. However, on one
occasion, she arrived tooutfit?" he
texted her during her first year in
college. The student, who saw Biski as

a "father figure," reported
feeling "disgusted" by his
behaviour.Carter was
considered a friend of India.
He was the first American
president to visit India after
the removal of emergency
and victory of the Janata
Party in 1977.In his address
to the Indian parliament,
Carter spoke against
authoritarian rule.”India's
difficulties, which we often
experience ourselves and

which are typical of the problems faced
in the developing world, remind us of
the tasks that lie ahead. Not the
Authoritarian Way," Carter said on
January 2, 1978.

promoting democracy and humanrights.

16,000 Indian Construction
Workers Enter Israel,
Replace Barred Palestinians

World Wearing a safety belt, helmet and work boots,
Raju Nishad navigates the scaffolding, hammering
blocks that will form part of a building in a new
neighbourhood in central Israel's town of Beer
Yaakov.While he and other Indians working alongside
him do not look out of place on the expansive
construction site, they are relative newcomers to
Israel's building industry.They are part of an Israeli
government effort to fill a void left by tens of
thousands of Palestinian construction workers barred
from entering Israel since Hamas's unprecedented
October 7, 2023 attack.If that attack had not happened,
this site, with its slowly emerging high-rise towers,
homes, roads and pavements, would have teemed with
labourers speaking Arabic -- unlike the Hindi, Hebrew
and even Mandarin of today.The Hamas attack
triggered the deadliest war yet between Israel and
Hamas in the Gaza Strip.It later spread to include other
Ian-backed groups including Hezbollah in Lebanon
and Huthi rebels in Yemen, and even direct
confrontation with the Islamic republic itself.

None of'this deterred Nishad, 35, from coming to Israel.

"There's nothing to be afraid of here," he said, despite
several air raid warnings that have sent him running
for the shelters."Once it (the siren) stops, we just
resume our work," he told AFP.High earnings in
Israel, where some workers can make three times what
they would back home, are the key to why people like
Nishad flock here, thousands of kilometres (miles)
away."I'm saving for the future, planning to make wise
investments and do something meaningful for my
family," Nishad said.

He is just one of around 16,000 workers who have come
from India over the past year -- and Israel has plans to
bring thousands more.

New recruitment drive

India is the world's fifth-largest economy and one of the
fastest growing, but it has also struggled to generate
enough full-time jobs for millions of people.Indians
have been employed in Israel for decades, thousands
as caregivers looking after elderly Israelis, while
others work as diamond traders and IT professionals.

But since the war in Gaza escalated, recruiters have
launched a drive to bring Indians in for Israel's
construction sector also.Samir Khosla, chairman of
Delhi-based Dynamic Staffing Services, which has
sent about 500,000 Indians to work in more than 30
countries, has so far brought more than 3,500 workers
to Israel, a new market for him.Khosla himself arrived
for the first time a month after the October 7 attack,
after the authorities appealed for foreign workers in
the construction industry, which ground to a halt when
the Gaza war broke out."We didn't know much about
the market, and there wasn't an incumbent workforce
from India here," Khosla said. We really had to move
around and understand the needs," he said, adding that
he believed India was a natural choice for Israel given
their "excellent relations".

Flags fly at half-mast as South Korea probes its worst plane crash

MUAN. Flags flew at half-mast on Monday
as South Korea mourned 179 people killed
in the worst plane crash on its soil, as
investigators probe why the Jeju Air plane
crash-landed and burst into flames.

The country has started seven days of
national mourning, with the acting
president flying to the crash site in
southwestern Muan for a memorial as
teams of US and South Korean
investigators raced to establish what caused
Sunday's disaster.The Boeing 737-800 was
carrying 181 people from Thailand to
South Korea when it made a mayday call
and belly-landing before crashing into a
barrier and bursting into flames.

Everyone on board Jeju Air Flight 2216 was
killed, save two flight attendants pulled
from the wreckage.Officials initially cited a
bird strike as a likely cause of the crash,
which flung passengers from the plane and
left it "almost completely destroyed",
according to fire officials.However, Seoul
said on Monday it would conduct a special
inspection of all 101 Boeing 737-800s in
operation in the country, with US
investigators, possibly including from the
beleaguered plane manufacturer Boeing,
joining the probe into the crash."We are
reviewing plans to conduct a special
inspection on B737-800 aircraft," said Joo

Jong-wan, head of the aviation policy
bureau at South Korea's transport
ministry.South Korea has a solid air safety
record and both black boxes from Flight
2216 -- the flight data recorder and the
cockpit voice recorder -- have been
found.

South Korean investigators said Monday
that 141 of the 179 victims had now been
identified using DNA analysis or
fingerprint collection, according to a |_
statement from South Korea's ministry !
of land.Victims' families camped out at

the airport overnight in special tents set [gg

up in the airport lounge after a long,
painful day waiting for news of their
loved ones.

"I had a son on board that plane," said an
elderly man waiting in the airport
lounge, who asked not to be named,
saying that his son's body had not yet
been identified.

Memorial

At the crash site early Monday, a middle-
aged man and woman kept their gaze fixed
through the fence, where remnants of the
plane -- seats, gates, and twisted metal
parts -- were still scattered across the field
near the charred tail.

The smell of blood was still in the air.

Soldiers carefully combed through a field of
reeds next to the runway, engaged in what
appeared to be a search for body parts.

South Korea's acting president, Choi Sang-
mok, who has only been in office since

system" to prevent future aviation

disasters.The passengers, aged from three

to 78, were all Korean apart from two

Thais, authorities said.Low-cost carrier

Jeju Air said it "sincerely" apologised, with
top officials shown bowing deeply
atanews conference in Seoul.

Criticism grows

Another Jeju Airlines flight using the
same model aircraft experienced a
malfunction linked to the landing
gear and was forced to return to
Seoul's Gimpo airport shortly after
takeoff, the Yonhap News Agency
reported.

“We are aware of the return incident
and looking into the cause," a Jeju
Air representative told AFP."We
can't say at this moment it was
related to landing gear malfunction
pending an investigation."Officials

Friday, said the government was making
"every effort" to identify victims and
support bereaved families.Choi, an
unelected bureaucrat who became acting
president after his two predecessors were
impeached, said on Monday a "thorough
investigation into the cause of the accident”
would be conducted.He also said South
Korea would conduct "an urgent safety
inspection of the overall aircraft operation

have pointed to a bird strike -- a warning
was issued by the control tower minutes
before the crash -- as a likely factor in
Sunday's crash.

However, a growing chorus of criticism from
experts analysing dramatic video footage
of Flight 2216's landing has focused on
whether airport construction could have
played a part.
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NEWS BOX
India's sporting highs
and lows of 2024

CHENNALA cricket World Cup, halfa dozen
Olympic medals, two chess world
champions and a historic double in Chess
Olympiad, the year 2024 gave Indian sports
fans many reasons to celebrate. Besides,
there were heartbreaks as well with New
Zealand clean-sweeping Rohit Sharma & Co
in a three-Test series, shuttlers and boxers
returning empty-handed from Paris. A look
atthe highs and lows 0f2024...

T20 World Cup

»

Cricket connoisseurs from the country were
awaiting an ICC title for more than a decade
and their prayers were finally answered in
June when India defeated South Africa in the
final to lift the T20 World Cup. Since 2013,
when they last won an ICC title (Champions
Trophy), Indian cricket team had endured
heartbreaking losses in the knockouts,
including 2023 ODI World Cups and two
World Test Championships finals. The T20
trophy in Barbados healed all those wounds
and restored fans' faith in their favourite
stars.

Euphoriain chess

Chess witnessed an unprecedented success as
18-year-old D Gukesh became the youngest-
ever world champion, a record that had been
held by Garry Kasparov for decades
followed by Koneru Humpy's triumph at the
FIDE Women's World Rapid Chess
Championship. Before these twin titles,
India achieved stellar success at the 2024
Chess Olympiad in Budapest with the men's
and women's teams winning gold in their
respective categories, cementing India's
dominance in the game.

Shooters' show in Paris

After two successive failures in the 2016 and
2020 Olympics, Indian shooters returned to
winning ways, clinching three bronze in
Paris. Manu Bhaker became the first Indian
athlete to clinch two medals at the same
Games. She first bagged a bronze in the
women's 10m air pistol event and then
teamed up with Sarabjot Singh to win bronze
in the 10m air pistol mixed team event.
Swapnil Kusale made it three by finishing
third in the 50m rifle 3 positions.

Rise of para athletes

The country's para-athletes bagged 29 medals
at 2024 Paralympics for their most
successful campaign ever at the Games.
India finished 18th on the overall medals
table, and in all, they won seven gold.

EXPLAINED: How India
can retain the Border

Melbourne defeat

New Delhi. India's famed batting line-up
caved in onc nd it proved decisive as the
Australians took a 2-1 lead by winning the
fourth Test in Melbourne by 284 runs on
Monday.

Other than Yashasvi Jaiswal's 84, none of
the Indian batters could stay on the crease
long enough to force a draw. Only during
the 88-run partnership between Jaiswal
and Pant (30) did India look to be moving
towards safety, but a rush of blood from
the Indian wicketkeeper saw him gifting
his wicket away to part-time spinner

Travis Head with an unnecessary pull
shot.From 121 for 3, India lost their last
seven wickets for just 34 runs to be
bowled out for 155 and succumb to a big
defeat. While it gave the Aussies a 2-1 lead
and a brightened their chances of
reclaiming the BGT for the first time since
2014, India can still retain the trophy.As
per the rules, the defending champions
keep the possession of the trophy if the
series ends in a draw, which means that if
the visitors can turn their fortunes around
with a win in Sydney to end the series at 2-
2, they will retain the BGT as the last
edition's winners.

However, the defeat virtually ended India's
chances of qualifying for the World Test
Championship final, with Australia now
the frontrunners to play South Africa, who
have already secured a spot in the title
clash scheduled for June next year at
Lord's.

MELBOURNE.

Melbourne. A huge DRS controversy

New Delhi.

Yashasvi Jaiswal's caught-behind
dismissal sparks controversy

w«1hird umpire Saikat

overruled the Snicko, which
showed no spike, leading to
chants of "cheater,
cheater” around the
Melbourne Cricket Ground.

India opener Yashasvi
Jaiswal's contentious dismissal sparked a
controversy on the final day of the fourth Test
against Australia here on Monday, as third
umpire Saikat Sharfuddoula ruled him out
despite no edge being registered on the
Snicko.Jaiswal, who was batting on 84,
miscued a hook off pacer Pat Cummins'
short-pitched, down-the-leg delivery, and
the batter was initially given not out by on-
field umpire Joel Wilson after Australia
appealed for a caught-behind dismissal.

However, upon review, third umpire Saikat

adjudged that there was a deflection off
Jaiswal's gloves/bat based on the visual

| fmu e
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evidence.Saikat overruled the Snicko, which
showed no spike, leading to chants of
"cheater, cheater" around the Melbourne
Cricket Ground.Jaiswal was ousted after
playing a solid 84 off 208 deliveries.At one
stage, he seemed to steer India to a draw
before the visitors lost wickets in clusters in
their chase of 340, eventually going down by

184 runs.The left-hander argued with the on-
field umpires over the decision before
walking back.In my view the decision was
out. The third umpire did make the correct
decision in the end," Former ICC Elite Panel
umpire Simon Taufel told Channel 7."With
the technology protocols, we do have a
hierarchy of redundancy and when the

IND vs AUS: Was Yashasvi Jaiswal out or
not out Controversial DRS call explained

struck in the Melbourne Cricket Ground
on the final day of the 4th Test match
when youngster Yashasvi Jaiswal was
given out by the third umpire. The
decision caused widespread controversy
across the cricketing world, as Jaiswal
was the last specialist batter for India,
fighting to save the Test match. Jaiswal
was given caught behind by the third
umpire despite the snicko meter showing |
that he did not edge the ball. The incident |
occurred in the 71st over of the match
when Jaiswal was batting at 94. The left-
hander miscued his pull shot after he
failed to get a clean connection. The ball
flew to the leg side of wicketkeeper Alex
Carey, seemingly touching the glove of
the batter. Carey completed a good catch
on his wrong side and appealed to the
umpire.On-field umpire Joel Wilson was
not convinced by the appeal and judged
Jaiswal not out. Bowler and captain Pat
Cummins was not happy with the on-field
call and immediately reverted to the third
umpire, using one of the Decision Review

System (DRS) referrals that he had.And
here's where the controversy
happened.There was a long check on the
DRS - ultra edge showed that there was no
spike when the ball went pas the batter but

third umpire Sharfuddoula Saikat
adjudged it out based on the visual
evidence of the deflection.While the
Australians went up in celebrations,
Jaiswal stood there stunned at the third
umpire's call.Commentator Sanjay
Manjrekar tried to make sense of the
decision by the third umpire. Manjrekar
said on commentary that the reverse
angle from behind the stumps indicated
that the ball changed its trajectory after
taking a deviation from Yashasvi
Jaiswal's bat and glove.Manjrekar
argued that, while the snicko meter did
not show any spike on its radar, the
umpire decided to go with the visual
evidence and give Jaiswal out.
Manjrekar further called the decision a
brave one by the third umpire."Any
other umpire would have gone the other
way. They would have said that I love
snicko as a technology and I trust snicko and
would have given it a not out And that also
would have been accepted by us as a pretty
okay call," Sanjay Manjrekar said while
commentating during the match.

Conor McGregor vs Logan Paul at Wankhede

Stadium UFC star responds to speculation
GuvuSkur Tmphy desp”e w¢-Conor McGregor, one of the most decorated

UFC stars in the history of combat sport,
nearly confirmed the bout in Mumbai,
responding to a news report on social media.
The Wankhede Stadium, which hosted the
cricket World Cup final in 2011, is speculated
to host the hout.

Mumbai is abuzz with
speculation about a high-stakes boxing
bout between Irish MMA superstar Conor
McGregor and YouTuber-turned-boxer
Logan Paul. Reports suggest the event
could be staged in India’s financial capital,
marking a historic moment for combat
sports in the country.

Conor McGregor, one of the most decorated

UFC stars in the history of combat sport,
nearly confirmed the bout in Mumbai,
responding to a news report on social media.
McGregor and Paul are reported to earn
USD 250 million each from the bout, which
is scheduled for 2025. The bout will be part
of the '"Visit India' campaign, aimed at
promoting tourism in the country.The
speculation about Logan Paul's dream

match-up against McGregor comes weeks
after his brother Jake took on Mike Tyson in
a boxing match in November.The financial
stakes are staggering, with industry insiders

estimating the fight purse to exceed $100
million, bolstered by pay-per-view sales,
sponsorships, and ticket revenue. Logan

Paul, known for his extravagant bouts
against Floyd Mayweather and other

super fights are hosted in global hubs like
Las Vegas or London. However, Mumbai’s
growing reputation as a sports and
entertainment hub may have tipped the
scales in its favour. Sources indicate that
major stakeholders, including
international promoters, are eyeing the
city’s iconic Wankhede Stadium as a
potential venue, with a capacity to host
tens of thousands of fans.This fight would
mark McGregor's return to combat sports
after a period of inactivity following his
devastating leg injury during a UFC bout
against Dustin Poirier in July 2021.
McGregor, a former two-division UFC
champion, has been teasing a comeback,
with rumours linking him to both MMA
and boxing ventures. His infamous 2017
boxing match against Floyd Mayweather,
which ended in a tenth-round TKO, remains
one of the highest-grossing combat sports
events of all time.

celebrities, is expected to command a Logan Paul, on the other hand, has

significant share of the earnings.
Meanwhile, McGregor, whose career has
been synonymous with record-breaking
paydays, would be seeking a lucrative return
to the spotlight.

Mumbeai's selection as a potential venue has

added to the intrigue. Traditionally, boxing

successfully transitioned from internet
stardom to the boxing ring, taking on high-
profile opponents and attracting massive
audiences. His potential clash with
McGregor promises to blend star power and
entertainment value, drawing fans from
diverse backgrounds.

4th Test: Australia break India's
to win MCG thriller, end 13- -year streak

w Australia vs India, 4th Test: Australia rode
on an all-round bowling show on Day 5 to
beat India by 184 runs and take a 2-1 lead
in the five-match series on Monday. India
paid the price for their big stars, including
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli, not showing
enough fight with the bat in the final
innings.

Melbourne. One of the most enthralling Test

matches in the history of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy culminated in a victory for
Australia after five days of intense action at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground, witnessed by
a record-breaking crowd. The two teams
traded blows in a gripping contest, as
Australia’s relentless approach clashed with
India’s resilience in fighting back from
precarious situations. The match delivered

exhilarating cricket,
brilliant advertisement for the enduring
appeal of Test cricket in an era often
dominated by the glamour of
T20.India's 13-year-long unbeaten run
in the Boxing Day Test in Australia
ended finally as the home side clinched
a 184-run victory in the final session of
the final day's play. India were not able
to repeat the heroics of Sydney 2021
where they batted an entire day to save a
Test match. After they were set a target
of 330, India saw their big guns,

serving as a }.-__,'

T

including Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli, failing to step up when the team
needed them the most.

It was also the first time Australia have won a

red-ball Test match against India in their
home soil since 2018.

YASHASVI'SMARATHON IN VAIN
Yashsavi Jaiswal's valiant knock of 84 off 208

delivered went in vain as Australia wrapped

up the Test before the second new ball was
taken in the final hour of the fifth day's play.
Washington Sundar, who hit a fifty in the first
innings, remained unbeaten on 5 after facing
45 balls, but he ran out of partners.

India were 33 for 3 at the lunch break on Day 5

after Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli failed.
However, Yashasvi Jaiswal and Rishabh
Pant batted out 27.5 overs and added an

Then, of course,

umpire sees a clear deflection off the bat
there is no need to go any further and use
any other form of technology to prove
the case."

"The clear deflection is conclusive
evidence. In this particular case what we
have seen from the third umpire, is
they've used a secondary form of
technology, which for whatever reason
hasn't shown the same conclusive
evidence of audio to back up the clear
deflection.""In the end the third umpire
did the right thing and went back to the
clear deflection and overturned the
umpire field. So, in my view correct
decision made," he added.This incident
follows a similar controversy in the
opening Test in Perth, where opener KL
Rahul's dismissal sparked a debate.

After on-field umpire Richard
Kettleborough had ruled in Rahul's
favour following Australia's appeal, the
home team used DRS to challenge the
decision.

Third umpire Richard Illingworth had

overturned the call despite not having the
benefit of a split-screen view which would
have given him a clearer picture of whether
the Mitchell Starc delivery actually grazed
the bat or the snicko responded to a hit on the
pads.

Who will have
the last laugh

New Delhi. It is finally here. Day five of a Test

match between India and Australia at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground. In what has
been a contest that saw multiple records get
made over the past four days, Australia went
into the sunset on Sunday with 228/9,
leading by 333 runs.

The last time these two teams played a fifth

day of a Test in a Test fixture that was not
affected by rain, was the 2023 World Test
Championship Final. In the time since
Australia have played 18 Tests and India 16
(three Tests between the two) and not one
have gone into the final day without the
weather playing its part.Here, in Melbourne,
the first and foremost credit perhaps would
go to the MCG head curator Matt Page who
promised an entertaining contest. However,
no one deserves more than a small group of
players who made it possible. Jasprit
Bumrah who kept India in the contest
through the series while scaling one mount
after another on a personal front has taken
eight wickets in the match and almost had his
ninth in the final over of Sunday. Nitish K
Reddy and Washington Sundar showed their
value with the bat and ensured the visitors
did not succumb.

there were partnerships
between Marnus Labuschagne-Pat
Cummins and Nathan Lyon-Scott Boland.
When Bumrah, Mohammed Siraj and Akash
Deep were breathing fire on a day where the
ball seamed more than it ever did over the
past three days, Australia were on the ropes.
They were down to 91/6 and the lead was
less than 200.However, as he has done on
numerous occasions, Cummins put up a
defiant effort along with Labuschagne. Such
was the impact Bumrah had that even the
latter was protecting Cummins from the
Indian pacer. He had already taken four
wickets in the first innings and added four
more in the second, becoming the first-ever
bowler in the history of the sport to take 200
Test wickets at an average of less than 20.
They knew that every over, hour and session
they spent in the middle, Bumrah would be
overworked.It has been India’s go-to
strategy. Start with Bumrah, rotate around
the rest for a while and bring him back. Even
on Sunday, he had bowled 24 off the 82 overs
India sent down despite them fielding six
bowlers.Australians did not want to face
Bumrah. They tried to negate him as much as
possible while keeping the scoreboard
moving against others. That they had already
secured a 105-run lead helped.

resistance

unbeaten 78-run stand, not giving a
wicket to Australia in the second
sesssion.

| Just when it looked like India were
comfortably headed towards a draw,
Rishabh Pant threw it away, hitting a
half-tracker from Travis Head,
Australia's part-time bowler, to the
long-on fielder after the Tea
break.India collapsed from there,
losing three wickets for the next nine
runs, eventually folding for 155. India
battled it out for 79.1 overs, but they
were not able to last the final day with
the bat.Captain Pat Cummins was at his
absolute best on Day 5 as he led from the
front when India were trying to escape with a
draw. The fast bowler picked three wickets,
including the crucial one of Yashasvi Jaiswal
in the final session, and was spot on with his
tactics o the field as Australia were rewarded
for their never-say-die attitude.
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Attends Rahat Fateh Ali Khan's
Performance In Dubai With Kabir
Bahia, Yarun Sharma, Nupur

I : riti Sanon has been hitting the headlines for her rumoured relationship

> S
\ ,,\
with UK-based businessman Kabir Bahia. She recently celebrated ‘

Christmas with him, and pictures from the celebration went viral on /

social media. Now, Kriti’s sister Nupur Sanon has shared pictures and videos ‘ -

which show Kriti Sanon and her enjoying Rahat Fateh Ali Khan’s performance

at an event in Dubai. They were also joined by singer Stebin Ben, actor Varun e

Sharma and Kriti’s rumoured boyfriend Kabir Bahia.Pictures from last night

show Kriti Sanon, Varun Sharma, and Nupur having a gala time as they enjoyed

Rahat Fateh Ali Khan’s show. Nupur shared a video clip that shows her, Kriti, \\\

Varun and Stebin singing along Rahat Fateh Ali Khan’s song ‘Main Tenu

Samjhawan Ki’. Kriti looked beautiful in a blue dress. While the video clip did

not feature Kabir Bahia, Nupur shared another photo in which she was seen

sitting on stage with Stebin, Kabir Bahia, and another friend. Tagging them, she \

wrote, “With my main 3

handsome men!" Kabir

was seen in a black shirt
with matching pants:

Another picture that has

surfaced on Instagram

shows Kriti Sanon, Kabir

Bahia, Nupur, cricketer MS

Dhoni, and others together on

the stage, enjoying Stebin’s

performance.  “A moment to
remember," read the caption.

Several other pictures from

the event have surfaced

on Instagram. Check

them out below.

Kriti Sanon’s Christmas celebration with Kabir Bahia

Meanwhile, Kriti Sanon rang in Christmas with her rumoured boyfriend
Kabir Bahia and his family, but what really stole the show was none other
than former Indian cricket captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni playing
Santa Claus.In one of the pictures that Kriti took to Instagram to share,
she can be seen posing with MS Dhoni, who brought the holiday spirit
to life in a Santa costume. Meanwhile, in another oh-so-cute shot, Kriti
put her feet up (literally!) in Christmas-themed socks, with Kabir’s feet
right next to hers exuding some cozy couple vibes.

Who is Kabir Bahia?

Kabir Bahia is said to be a UK-based businessman who did his schooling at a
boarding school in England. Hailing from an affluent family, he is also the
founder of Worldwide Aviation and Tourism Limited. He is the son of
Kuljinder Bahia, the owner of Southall Travel, a UK-based travel agency.

-

Fatima Sana
Shaikh

Drops Inside Pictures From Manish
Malhotra’s Star-Studded House Party

ce designer Manish Malhotra is
known for hosting some of the

most stunning parties in B-town.

Last night, Malhotra yet again organised

a get-together at his lavish residence, and

it was attended by who’s who of the
industry. Actress Fatima Sana Shaikh
delighted her fans with stunning inside
glimpses from the event, featuring
many of her close friends.Fatima
Sana Shaikh dropped photos on
Instagram posing with
Tamannaah Bhatia,
Nora Fatehi and other
guests at the party.

In the photos, the

\ girls are seen

' wearing white-
) h u e d
‘l ensembles,
é matching their
vibes with the

classy vibe of
Manish Malhotra’s
party. The first snap in
Fatima’s post featured her

L——-/

capturing a selfie with the ever-so-gorgeous Nora on one
side. Meanwhile, Tamannaah was seen giving a peck of love
on Fatima’s cheeks, making it a lovely frame.

Continuing the fun, Fatima shared a mirror selfie with Vijay
Varma, who raised his hands in the air while striking a joyful
pose. The consecutive photos featured Abhay Verma,
Avinash Tiwary, Raveena Tandon’s daughter Rasha Thadani
and the host Manish Malhotra. The Dhak Dhak star opted for
no caption for the post and just dropped three red heart
emojis.On the other hand, Tamannaah reposted a photo
featuring Manish on her Instagram stories, and wrote, “Just
the warmest host evaa."

Tamannaah even shared a cute video on her Instagram stories.
It featured the actress striking a cool avenger pose alongside
Vijay Varma and Rasha Thadani. Sharing it, she penned,
“Avengers but made it cute."As for the other striking
elements of Manish Malhotra’s house party, the lavish
decorations perfectly matched the festive mood. A series of
candles, floral arrangements, and silver utensils on the
dining table exuded luxury in every sense.

Food is always the highlight of any fun party, and Manish
Malhotra’s bash was no exception. A delicious spread was
displayed on the table, featuring an assortment of fruits
served alongside a few sweet delights. One glance at it, and it
was clear that the dish was a treat for both the eyes and the
taste buds.

o In 2020, Mika Singh, known for his hit songs and

Mika Singh Shares Nightmare Experience
With Bipasha Basu And Karan Singh

Grover: 'They Created Drama’
J ‘ r'

LA

larger-than-life persona, decided to step into the

world of film production with the series
Dangerous. Determined to play it safe for his debut
as a producer, he collaborated with Vikram Bhatt,
the filmmaker behind successful thrillers like Raaz.
Mika brought on Bhatt’s entire team to ensure the
project was executed smoothly and initially
planned to cast actor Karan Singh Grover alongside
a newcomer to maintain the budget. However, the
dynamic shifted when Bipasha Basu expressed
interest in starring opposite her husband, Karan.
What seemed like a dream team quickly turned into
anightmare for Mika, leaving him with a bitter taste
for production.Speaking on the podcast KADAK,
Mika shared his frustrations, saying, “I wanted to
cast Karan Singh Grover and a newcomer girl so
that the movie remains in budget and we make
something nice, but Bipasha Basu jumped in this
and was like, “We can both be part of this series.’
They did come in the budget only, but the
experience was horrible."

The troubles began early and snowballed as

production progressed. Mika revealed that what
was supposed to be a three-month shoot stretched
into six, causing a significant financial burden. I
took a team of 50 to London for a month-long
schedule. However, it extended to two months.
Karan and Bipasha created a lot of drama. They
were a married couple so I booked a single room for
them. But, they were like, ‘No, we need our separate
rooms.” I didn’t understand the logic. They then
demanded to shift to a different hotel. We did that as
well," herecalled.

The difficulties didn’t end there. During filming,

Karan Singh Grover fractured his leg, further
delaying production. Mika also faced challenges
during post-production. “They even created issues
while dubbing the film. They were giving excuses
that they have sore throat and other things. I
couldn’t understand the drama, especially when
they were paid for their work," he added.

Shah Rukh Khan's Swades Co-

Star SLAMS MLA For Questioning

Her Character, Writes To (M
Devendra Fadnavis

eteran Marathi films and television actress
Prajakta Mali slammed Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) MLA Suresh R. Dhas for
making certain scurrilous remarks against her,
demanding a public apology, here on Saturday.
Speaking to media persons, Mali, 35, also said
that she had complained to the Maharashtra State
Commission for Women (MSCW) and plans to
write and meet Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis and the Deputy CMs on the issue.

The actress — who started her film career at the age

of 15 with a bit role in Shah Rukh Khan’s
‘Swades’ (2004) — took strong umbrage at the
ruling BJP MLA Dhas (from Ashti in Beed
district) for his insinuating remarks targeting her
character and reputation. Breaking down several
times during the media meet, she cautioned Dhas
and other politicians from “involving the names
of film personalities who are soft targets" for
their personal political aims.

“All this has been going on for over a month-and-

half, but I did not react... Just because I was
silent doesn’t imply my tacit consent to whatever
is said about me," said Mali.Her ire was
especially against Dhas’ remarks naming her
along with a couple of other Marathi actresses,
while speaking on his political rival, ruling ally
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) Minister
Dhananjay Munde and the boiling row over the
killing of Massajog Sarpanch, Santosh Pandit
Deshmukh on December 9.

Among other things, Dhas hinted that actresses

like Prajaktta Mali keep coming to Parli, and
certain other insinuations that left her livid,
shocked he film fraternity and agonised her
family.

Strongly condemning Dhas’ baseless and tasteless

remarks pointing fingers at her character, she
said that he probably had no inkling of the
damage caused to her dignity and reputation.
“He was referring to just one brief meeting at a
public function and a photograph. He made
baseless statements. But the media and social
media blew it out of proportion with thousands
of videos going viral. We are all suffering, my
mother couldn’t sleep the whole night, and my
brother has blocked all his social media
accounts," she said, while tears welled up in her
eyes several times during her media encounter.
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