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Jimmy focussed more
on doing good than on
doing well

JAMES Earl ‘Jimmy’ Carter, the 39th President of
the United States, was arguably the country’s
greatest ex-President. He focussed more on doing
good than on doing well. He helped build homes
for those in need. He played a major role in
eradicating the guinea worm disease in many
countries, which as recently as the mid-1980s
infected millions of people who drank parasite-
contaminated water. He observed countless
elections around the world to ensure that the
voting and counting were free and fair.

At the same time, the praise for Carter’s post-
presidency is for many an indirect way of
criticising his administration

Such criticism, though, badly underestimates
Carter’s accomplishments, especially in the
realm of foreign policy.

The Panama Canal Treaties in 1977 paved the way
for a peaceful transfer of control of that vital
waterway from the US to Panama in 1999.
Nationalist-inspired violence was averted and the
canal stayed open and operated as it always had.
What made it all the more impressive was that
Carter pressed ahead with the transfer, brushing
aside unwarranted but strong domestic criticism
of what his opponents portrayed as a giveaway.

A year later, the Camp David Accords created
peace between Egypt and Israel. The agreement
set an important precedent, to be followed years
later by Jordan and more recently by other Arab
countries.JAMES Earl ‘Jimmy’ Carter, the 39th
President of the United States, was arguably the
country’s greatest ex-President. He focussed
more on doing good than on doing well. He
helped build homes for those in need. He played a
major role in eradicating the guinea worm disease
in many countries, which as recently as the mid-
1980s infected millions of people who drank
parasite-contaminated water. He observed
countless elections around the world to ensure

that the voting and counting were free and fair.

At the same time, the praise for Carter’s post-
presidency is for many an indirect way of
criticising his administration.Such criticism,
though, badly underestimates Carter’s
accomplishments, especially in the realm of
foreign policy.The Panama Canal Treaties in
1977 paved the way for a peaceful transfer of
control of that vital waterway from the US to
Panama in 1999. Nationalist-inspired violence
was averted and the canal stayed open and
operated as it always had. What made it all the
more impressive was that Carter pressed ahead
with the transfer, brushing aside unwarranted but
strong domestic criticism of what his opponents
portrayed as a giveaway.A year later, the Camp
David Accords created apeace between Egypt
and Israel. The agreement set an important
precedent, to be followed years later by Jordan
and more recently by other Arab countries.

The crisis is exacerbated by a lack of

SOON after Manmohan Singh became Finance
Minister, the term multinational corporation, or
MNC, entered our daily lexicon. I heard it first when
a distant relative left a public sector job to join an
MNC for a salary of Rs 30,000 per month. This was
unheard of back then in middle-class families like
ours.But this was just the beginning. Soon, every
young person around me was looking for a private
sector job. MNCs had radically altered the white-
collar job market by offering fabulous pay packages.
Domestic companies had to follow suit. The middle
class could now aspire to a lifestyle that it wouldn't
even have dared to dream of earlier.

Manmohan Singh, along with the then Prime Minster
PV Narasimha Rao, made it possible. They
unleashed policies that gave rise to a new affluent
middle class.First, let me explain what I mean by the
term middle class. It is nowhere in the middle when it
comes to India’s population. In fact, it sits right at the
top — between the 96th and 99th percentile in terms
of income. Its ‘middle-ness’ comes from where it
stands in the economic system — as an intermediary
between owners of capital and blue-collar workers.

Before liberalisation gave the private sector control
over the ‘commanding heights’ of the economy and
set market forces to decide how resources would be
allocated, it was largely controlled by the state and
run by a bureaucratic-managerial-intellectual class.
That was the old middle class, even smaller than it is
now.The old pre-liberalisation middle class was
ideologically oriented towards state intervention —
what we have come to know as ‘Nehruvian
socialism’. This was because its job was to
implement policy decisions that were taken by the
government and other arms of the state. Salaries were
low, but jobs were secure. The middle class in its own
self-image was constructed as a group of 'nation

Trump’s threats portend turbulence

US President-elect’s stand on tariffs has caused consternation among friends and foes

THE year 2025 is going to be eventful. On January 20,
Donald Trump will be sworn in as the President of
the richest and militarily most powerful country in
the world. In itself, it would not mean much; after all,
more than a dozen men have held that office since
the US achieved premier status in the wake of World
War II. But Trump’s policies aim to end the liberal
international order that the US established, based on
the solidarity of democracies, a US-led global
military alliance system, concern for human rights,
free trade and the setting up of the UN
system.

Taken together with separate but parallel
revisionist efforts by Russia and China,
the world could witness a wild
rollercoaster ride in the coming year. As
it is, with US backing, Israel has made a
huge hole in the rules-based
international order by its use of massive
and disproportionate military force in
Gaza.

Till now, Russia and China were countries
that the US defined as revisionists,
wanting radical changes in the global
order. These countries have seen the
liberal international order with its
solidarity of democratic states as a major
threat and have had no hesitation in
challenging its fundamental tenet —
territorial sovereignty — in Ukraine,
Taiwan, India and the South China
Sea.Now, Trump is also keen on
territorial revision and wants the
Panama Canal back. He also wants to buy Greenland
and pull the US out of the World Health Organisation
and several other UN organisations, and blow up the
global trading system and climate change
agreements.

Trump’s threats on tariffs have caused consternation
among friends and foes. America’s neighbours like
Mexico and Canada are reeling from the prospect of
facing 25 per cent tariffs. Others are bracing for a
tariff war. Trump wants to withdraw the US from its
NATO commitments if the allies do not “pay their
bills”, but this time he seems fine with regard to
South Korea and Japan, no doubt because of Russia,
North Korea and China.A world where three of its
principal powers are revisionist is bound to be a
turbulent one because there is nothing common in
the issues on which they want a change. Russia,

THE majestic Aravalli hills, a crucial ecological

barrier against desertification, continue to bear
the brunt of relentless exploitation. Even as the [t
mountains are enduring the ravages of illegal
mining, it has come to the fore that the fragile
ecosystem is also under attack from scrap mafia.
Illegal portable waste kilns along the Rajasthan-
Haryana border burn vehicle scrap, especially
rubber tyres, emitting toxic fumes. The noxious
gas is not only polluting the air, water and soil but
also displacing wildlife and threatening the
health of local communities.

accountability. Jurisdictional confusion between
Haryana and Rajasthan allows the waste mafia to
operate with impunity, much like their mining
counterparts. Villagers’ complaints about
pollution and health hazards are met with bureaucratic
inertia. Efforts by law enforcement authorities to tackle
the illegal portable kilns are hobbled due to staff shortages

much reduced as a military and economic power, is
really in a defensive mode. But as the case of
Ukraine shows, it is willing to inflict great damage
and destruction in an effort to recreate its erstwhile
dominance of eastern Europe till the 1990s. The
Europeans understand this and are rightly
apprehensive. It was not for nothing that long-
standing neutrals like Sweden and Finland hastily
joined NATO in the wake of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

As for China, after its ‘Century of Humiliation’, it sees
itself as a global power again and wants the world to
acknowledge it. So, it wants to revise the law of the
sea as per its needs, demands an international system
that is not based on ideology (i.e. democracy), sees
economic development as more important than
political freedom and wants changes in the
governance structures of international bodies such
as the International Monetary Fund and the World
Bank.The Chinese military posture, too, is defensive
inrelation to the US. But in the process of countering
America, China has built a formidable military
machine. The recent displays of two advanced
fighters and the launch of what is the world’s largest
and most modern amphibious assault ships are
manifestations of this approach.

China may be undergoing a serious economic

Migration slowing

Scrap kilns add to the devastation

and unclear boundaries. Unsurprisingly, such
administrative lapses have emboldened the culprits. They
brazenly evade action by crossing state borders.

The man who made the middle class affluent

The average income of the middle class more than tripled in the 10 years that Manmohan Singh was PM. This was the golden period for the professional & managerial class in India.

builders'.

The Rao-Manmohan market reforms completely
changed the ideological terrain. Now, the middle
class became a facilitator of corporate profits. Its job
was to maximise profits by increasing productivity in
businesses. And, for that, it got a share of the returns
to capital — much higher salaries than its previous
‘babu’ avatar could have got them. The post-
liberalisation middle class, therefore, imbibed the
values of capitalism — pro-market and consumerist.

By the time Manmohan Singh's first tryst with
government ended in 1996, white-collar salaries in
the private sector compared favourably with
corporate jobs in the developed West, especially
when purchasing power parity was taken into
account. Sons and daughters of government servants
began earning more in a month than their parents did

in an entire year. They bought cars, microwave ovens,
washing machines and spring mattresses, retiled their
bathrooms and took vacations to Phuket. They
bought computers, invested in the stock markets and
bought health insurance plans. Their kids now
enrolled in schools with better infrastructure. When
they fell sick, they went to new hospitals with private
rooms that could put PSU-run hotels to shame.

And, the rise of the corporate executive in the 1990s
and its changed spending habits had a multiplier
effect on the entire middle class. Bankers, stock
brokers, tax advisers, doctors, architects, interior
decorators, chefs, fashion designers, all flourished in
the new economic environment.

When Manmohan Singh became Prime Minister in
2004, the average income of those in the 96th-99th
percentile had risen from roughly Rs 3,500 per month

slowdown, but that is unlikely to affect its military

buildup that involves significant investments in

boosting technological self-sufficiency and
advanced manufacturing. Alarmingly, the Chinese

People’s Liberation Army has continued with its

rapid nuclear buildup. The US estimates that China

now has more than 600 operational warheads and is

heading for a total of 1,000 by 2030.For India, this

situation offers both an opportunity and a threat. The

broad contours of the Indian response to Russia and
China have been visible for a while. India
continues to deal with Russia and seek
opportunities, whether in buying oil at a
discount or promoting trade that the
Russians are trying to shift in a southerly
direction through economic realignment and
infrastructure development.As for China,
India is seeking a mini-détente based on
resolving border tensions that arose in 2020
and restoring normal trade and investment
links.The assumption that the Trump
administration will not be a problem for
India needs to be taken with a pinch of salt,
especially when it comes to trade, tariffs and
immigration. During Trump’s first term,
tough immigration policies affected Indian
tech professionals adversely and India lost
its GSP status. Having some of the highest
tariffs in the world and a trade surplus with
the US, India could be a target for US action.
Differences over Iran and Russia could still
cloud the India-US picture.

Even so, there can be gains from a potential
easing of tensions between Russia and the US.
Aggressive US policies against China could
accelerate the China+l strategy of Western
companies and lead to increased FDI in India,
assuming Delhi makes itself more attractive to
foreign investment.

But when it comes to Trump, nothing is simple. The
assumption that the US would look favourably
towards India on account of China could be
undermined by Trump’s instinct to avoid external
conflict. Further, his advisers such as Musk are keen
for even ties with China because of business reasons.
Don’t forget that in January 2020, Trump signed a
major trade deal with China. Never mind that it
didn’t work then, but it could be the template for a
new arrangement that might undermine the rationale
of'the India-US connection.

This environmental catastrophe demands
coordinated intervention. Haryana’s Forest
Minister has promised raids and penalties for both
offenders and negligent officials, but piecemeal
measures will not suffice. Multi-state collaboration
is imperative to eliminate this toxic menace.
Advanced surveillance technologies, such as
geospatial mapping and drone patrols, should be
deployed to monitor activities in the Aravallis.

In addition, stringent penalties and swift legal action
are essential to deter culprits. Empowering local
communities with resources and platforms to report
violations could bolster enforcement efforts. The
Aravallis are a lifeline for millions of local
residents. They are crucial to regulating
groundwater recharge and mitigating urban heat.
Allowing their destruction for short-term gains is an

environmental injustice that future generations will not

forgive. Resolute action is needed to save this
irreplaceable treasure.

in 1991 to Rs Rs 16,000 per month.Even in real,
inflation-adjusted terms, it had nearly doubled in 13
years. To understand what that means, compare it to
the 13 years before liberalisation, when the average
real incomes of the ‘middle class’ had increased by
just 17 per cent.

This immense rise in middle class affluence was still
nothing compared to what was to come in the UPA
years. The average income of those in the 96th-to-
99th percentile more than tripled in the 10 years that
Manmohan Singh was PM. This was the golden
period forthe professional-managerial class in India
and its standard of living rose manifold. Middle-
class families bought premium cars and flatscreen
TV sets, ate at five-star hotels, holidayed in Europe
and gated themselves into the toniest parts of India's
metros.

Manmohan Singh was only partly responsible for this.
The first thrust of white-collar prosperity came from
the credit-driven financial boom of the 2000s, which
would ultimately end in the global financial crisis of

2008. Where the Manmohan-led UPA made a
difference was in providing a massive fiscal stimulus
to keep India out of a recession.

Much of it came in the form of the Sixth Pay
Commission, which was implemented in August
2008, with retrospective effect from July 2006.
Government servants got a lumpsum of arrears at one
go, which they spent on buying cars, renovating their
homes and sustaining the overall consumption in the
economy when the corporate sector had taken a
beating.But corporate profits didn’t recover. The
CMIE’s database shows that in the last five years of
the Manmohan kaal, corporate earnings grew just six
per cent annually, while inflation was 10 per cent. On
the other hand, the corporate wage bill rose at 19 per
cent per year.
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Nishant Pitti resigns as Easy
Trip Planners CEQ after
divesting stake

NEW DELHI. TNishant Pitti, the co-founder and
CEO of Easy Trip Planners, has resigned from his
position, effective January 1, 2025.The
announcement follows his recent decision to divest a
1.4% stake in the company, which operates the online
travel platform EaseMyTrip. In a stock exchange
filing, Pitti cited personal reasons for stepping down.

"I, Nishant Pitti, Chairman and CEO of Easy Trip
Planners Limited, hereby tender my resignation from
the position of CEO due to personal reasons with
effect from January 1, 2025. Kindly accept this
resignation and relieve me from being the CEO of the
company and acknowledge the receipt of this
resignation," Pitti said in his resignation
letter.Following Pitti's resignation, Rikant Pittie has
been appointed to lead the company as CEO, starting
from the same date.On December 31, Nishant Pitti
sold 4.99 crore shares, representing a 1.41% stake in
Easy Trip Planners, for Rs 78 crore in an open market
transaction. The shares were sold at an average price
of Rs 15.68 apiece.This transaction has reduced
Pitti’s personal stake in the company from 14.21% to
12.8%. The combined stake of the promoters has also
declined from 50.38% to 48.97%.

Meanwhile, Arunaben Sanjaykumar Bhatiya acquired
2.40 crore shares of the company at an average price
of Rs 15.86 per share, amounting to Rs 38.06 crore.
The identities of other buyers involved in the
transaction were not disclosed in the available bulk

RBI To Sell Rs 4.73 Lakh Crore Government

Bonds In March Quarter

A government bond or
Government Security (G-Sec)
is a tradeable instrument
issued by the Central
Government or the State
Governments.It acknowledges
the Government's deht

obligation.
L

Mumbai. The Reserve Bank of India will

sell government bonds worth Rs 4.73
lakh crore in the January-March quarter
of 2025 to State Governments and
Union territories. The weekly schedule
of auctions to be held during the quarter
along with the names of States/UTs who
have confirmed participation, the RBI

The central bank informed that the

added in its notification.

actual amount of borrowings
and the details of the States/UTs
participating would be intimated
by way of press releases two/
three days prior to the actual
auction day and would depend
on the requirement of the State
Governments/UTs, approval
from the Government of India
under Article 293(3) of the
Constitution of India and the
market conditions."RBI would
endeavour to conduct the auctions in a
non-disruptive manner, taking into

other relevant factors and distribute the
borrowings evenly throughout the
quarter,” the RBI added.The central
bank stated that the RBI reserves the
right to modify the dates and the amount
of the auction in consultation with State
Governments/UTs. A government bond
or Government Security (G-Sec) is a
tradeable instrument issued by the
Central Government or the State

Governments.It acknowledges the
Government's debt obligation.

account the market conditions and Such securities are short term (usually

called treasury bills, with original
maturities of less than one year) or long
term (usually called Government bonds
or dated securities with original
maturity of one year or more).In India,
the Central Government issues both,
treasury bills and bonds or dated
securities while the State Governments
issue only bonds or dated securities,
which are called the State Development

For States And UTs

Loans (SDLs).The central
bank stated that the RBI
reserves the right to modify
the dates and the amount of
the auction in consultation
with State Governments/UTs.
A government bond or
Government Security (G-
Sec) is a tradeable instrument
issued by the Central
Government or the State
Governments.It
acknowledges the
Government's debt
obligation.

Such securities are short term (usually

called treasury bills, with original
maturities of less than one year) or long
term (usually called Government bonds
or dated securities with original
maturity of one year or more).In India,
the Central Government issues both,
treasury bills and bonds or dated
securities while the State Governments
issue only bonds or dated securities,
which are called the State Development
Loans (SDLs).

deal data.This is not the first time Nishant Pitti has
sold a portion of his stake in Easy Trip Planners. In
September 2023, he had offloaded a 14% stake for Rs

920 crore through open market transactions.Shares of
Easy Trip Planners reacted negatively to the news of

Pitti’s stake sale and resignation. The stock declined
by 6.98% on Tuesday, closing at Rs 15.85 per share on
the National Stock Exchange (NSE).

LPG Prices Cut On 19-Kg
Cylinder, Check Latest Rates
In Your City; Jet Fuel Too
Gets Cheaper

NEW DELHI. In arelief to people on the New Year,
oil marketing companies on January 1, 2025,
reduced the price of commercial LPG cylinders.
The price of a 19-kg commercial cylinder in Delhi
hasnow fallentoRs 1,804 from Rs 1,818.5 earlier,
which is a cut of Rs 14.5 per cylinder. Apart from
this, jet fuel or ATF prices were also cut by 1.54
per cent on Wednesday.However, the price of
14.2-kg domestic LPG cylinders remains
unchanged. The latest cut comes after five straight
monthly hikes in commercial LPG prices. In the
last revision on December 1, rates were hiked by
Rs 16.5 per 19-kg cylinder. In five price increases,
commercial LPG rates were hiked by Rs 172.5 per
19-kg cylinder.

LPG Price Variations Across Cities

After the latest cut on January 1, 2025, commercial
LPG now costs Rs 1,756 per 19-kg cylinder in
Mumbai, Rs 1,911 in Kolkata and Rs 1,966 in
Chennai.

Prices of ATF and LPG differ from state to state
depending on the incidence of local taxes
including VAT.

No Change in Domestic LPG Prices

The rate of cooking gas used in domestic
households, however, remained unchanged at Rs
803 per 14.2-kg cylinder. ATF Prices Cut in
JanuaryThe aviation turbine fuel (ATF) price was
reduced by Rs 1,401.37 per kilolitre, or 1.54 per
cent, to Rs 90,455.47 per kl in the national capital
—home to one of the busiest airports in the country,
according to state-owned fuel retailers.

WhatsApp UPI: NPCI Allows
Messaging App To Extend
Payment Services To All
Users, Lifts Onboarding
Limit

NEW DELHI. The National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI) has lifted the limit
from onboarding UPI users for the third-party
app provider WhatsApp Pay with immediate
effect, thus allowing the messaging app to
provide payment services to all its users. Till
now, there was a cap of 100 million users.

With the latest NPCI move, WhatsApp Pay can
now extend UPI services to its entire user base
in India, NPCI said in a statement on
Tuesday.NPCI governs the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) framework in India.

WhatsApp Pay: How Will It Work?

1. WhatsApp Pay will require the latest version of
WhatsApp on your Android or iOS smartphone.

2. To connect your bank account with WhatsApp
Pay, you need to have an active bank account
and a debit card in India.3. The phone number
should be active while activating the WhatApp
Pay as it requires the phone number to identify
user’s bank account linked to it.

4. Like other UPI apps, when you use WhatsApp
Pay, other UPI users will be able to see their

Indo Farm Equipment IPO Day 2:
Check latest subscription, GMP

NEW DELHI. The second day of
bidding for Indo Farm Equipment
Limited's initial public offering (IPO)
resumed on Wednesday, the first day
0f2025.

Indo Farm Equipment's IPO is
expected to draw attention from
investors, given the company’s

built issue valued at Rs 260.15 crore.
It includes a fresh issue of 86 lakh
shares, amounting to Rs 184.90 crore,
and an offer for sale (OFS) of 35 lakh

=

position in the agriculture and ~ |/

construction equipment sectors.

The IPO is a book-built issue valued at
Rs 260.15 crore. It includes a fresh
issue of 86 lakh shares, amounting to
Rs 184.90 crore, and an offer for sale
(OFS) of 35 lakh shares, valued at Rs
75.25 crore. The price band has been
set between Rs 204 and Rs 215 per
share.The second day of bidding for
Indo Farm Equipment Limited's
initial public offering (IPO) resumed
on Wednesday, the first day of2025.

Indo Farm Equipment's IPO is expected
to draw attention from investors,
given the company’s position in the
agriculture and construction
equipment sectors.The IPO is a book-

shares, valued at Rs 75.25 crore. The
price band has been set between Rs
204 and Rs 215 per share.The grey
market premium (GMP) for the Indo
Farm Equipment IPO has been
steadily increasing. As of January 1,
2025, at 8:23 AM, the GMP was
recorded at Rs 95. Given the IPO's

price band of Rs 215, the estimated
listing price is Rs 310, calculated by
adding the GMP to the upper price
band. This suggests a potential gain of
approximately 44.19% per share
upon listing, reflecting strong
investor interest in the offering.
Aryaman Financial Services Limited
is the book-running lead manager
for the IPO, while Mas Services
Limited is acting as the
registrar.Founded in 1994, Indo
Farm Equipment Limited
manufactures tractors, pick-and-
carry cranes, and other harvesting
equipment. The company operates
under two brands, Indo Farm and
Indo Power, and exports its
products to countries like Nepal,

Syria, Sudan, Bangladesh, and

Myanmar.

The share allotment for the IPO is likely
to be finalised on January 3,2025. The
company is expected to list its shares
on the BSE and NSE on January 7,
2025.

Are BSE, NSE closed on

January 1 for New year 2025 !

NEW DELHI. While most of the world
welcomes the New Year with a laid-
back holiday mood, sipping coffee and
lounging in pyjamas, the Indian stock
markets seem to march to a different
beat.

The Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) and
National Stock Exchange (NSE) are
operating as usual on January 1, 2025,
despite it being New Year’s Day.
Unlike many international stock
markets that observe January 1 as a
holiday, Indian stock exchanges are
open for trading today.The official
holiday calendar issued by NSE India
does not include New Year’s Day as a
non-trading day. Consequently,
trading activities began at their
regular times, with the pre-open
session starting at 9:00 am and the
full-day trading session running from
9:15 am to 3:30 pm. Investors can carry

stock markets operate from Monday to
Friday and remain closed on weekends,
i.e., Saturdays and Sundays. The pre-
open session, which allows for price
discovery and order matching, begins
at 9:00 am and lasts until 9:15 am. The
main trading session runs from 9:15 am

to 3:30 pm.re US stock markets closed
today?

out their transactions just like on any Yes, US stock markets are closed today,

other regular trading day.In India, the

January 1, 2025, in observance of New

Year’s Day. According to the Securities

Industry and Financial Markets

Association, trading will resume on

January 2.0n December 31, US

markets closed early to allow traders to

welcome the New Year. Additionally,

the US stock markets will remain
closed on January 9, 2025, for a
national day of mourning to honour
former President and Nobel
Laureate Jimmy Carter.

. The London Stock Exchange (LSE) is
also closed today for New Year’s
Day. Trading will resume on January
2, 2025. The LSE’s next scheduled
closure will occur on April 18, 2025,
for Good Friday.Several key
international indices, including the
Stock Exchange of Hong Kong,
Euronext Paris, Tokyo Stock

Exchange, and Shanghai Stock

Exchange, are observing a holiday

today. These markets will resume

operations on January 2,2025.

Adani Wilmar stocks
recover as share price
rises 5% in ealry trade

NEW DELHI. Shares of Adani Wilmar
rebounded in early trading on Wednesday,
climbing nearly 5% to reach a high of Rs 323.50
after having closed at Rs 308.25 in the previous
session.

This recovery follows a sharp decline of 7% on
Tuesday after Adani Enterprises Ltd (AEL)
announced its decision to sell its entire 44%
stake in Adani Wilmar Ltd (AWL).

Adani Enterprises, the flagship company of the
Adani Group, revealed on Monday that it would
completely exit its joint venture with
Singapore’s Wilmar International. The
divestment will occur in two phases. In the first
phase, up to 31.06% of AWL’s paid-up equity
shares will be sold to Lence Pte Ltd, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Wilmar International,
using a call or put option mechanism. The
remaining stake will be sold later to meet public
shareholding requirements.Shares of Adani
Wilmar rebounded in early trading on

Wednesday, climbing nearly 5% to reach a high
of Rs 323.50 after having closed at Rs 308.25 in
the previous session.This recovery follows a
sharp decline of 7% on Tuesday after Adani
Enterprises Ltd (AEL) announced its decision
to sell its entire 44% stake in Adani Wilmar Ltd
(AWL).Adani Enterprises, the flagship
company of the Adani Group, revealed on
Monday that it would completely exit its joint
venture with Singapore’s Wilmar International.
The divestment will occur in two phases. In the
first phase, up to 31.06% of AWL’s paid-up
equity shares will be sold to Lence Pte Ltd, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Wilmar
International, using a call or put option
mechanism. The remaining stake will be sold
later to meet public shareholding
requirements.Earlier in October, Adani
Enterprises secured $500 million in funding.
Other group companies, including Adani
Energy Solutions, Adani Green Energy, and
Ambuja Cement, have collectively raised $4.5
billion in recent months, strengthening the
group’s financial standing and investment
capabilities.

Centre to address high mining taxes

in upcoming consultations

The SC last year permitted
states to impose additional
taxes on mining activities,
indicating that royalty
collected by states under Sec 9
of the Mines and Minerals (Dev

& Req) Act, 1957 is not a tax

with states

Times, “Our deliberations with states will
address the basic issues of high taxation
affecting domestic mining. Delayed
operationalising of mining leases will also
be onthe agenda.” Key focus areas of the
consultations The upcoming meeting,
expected in the second half of January
2025, will explore: Measures to reduce
turnaround times for auctioned mines.
Boosting exploration of critical minerals.
Incorporating artificial intelligence to
improve mining efficiency. Additionally,
strategies to streamline mining lease
approvals and alleviate the financial
burden on operators will be prioritised.
Mining operations under the auction

name on the bank account. This requirement is
set by NPCI and designed to mitigate fraud
across the UPI payments system.

5. While users’ personal messages on WhatsApp
are always end-to-end encrypted, the payment
descriptions one adds to the transactions are
not.6. However, when you make a payment in a
chat, any payment messages you add are end-to-
end encrypted. These text messages will not
show up on your bank statement.7. According
to reports, WhatsApp does not store your UPI
PIN or full bank account number in order to
protect your security.

NEW DELHI. The central government

plans to hold consultations with state
governments to address concerns about
excessive taxation on mining operations,
according to a report by The Economic
Times. This comes in response to a recent
Supreme Court ruling that permits states
to impose additional taxes on mining
activities, a move that has raised
apprehensions within the sector. Impact
of Supreme Court verdict The report
follows the Supreme Court judgement
that states have the power to levy tax on
mines and minerals. The nine-judge
Constitution Bench held that the ‘royalty’

collected by state governments under
Section 9 of the Mines and Minerals
(Development & Regulation) Act, 1957
(MMDRA) is nota tax.

The decision paved the way for states to
impose additional taxes on mining
operations within their territories.
Karnataka has already taken steps in this
direction by approving the Karnataka
Minor Minerals Rules (2024) on
December 6, projecting additional
revenue of over Rs 4,700 crore from the
sector. Under the revised rules, the royalty
on mining stone and minor minerals has

been raised to Rs 80 from Rs 70 per tonne.
The rules, which are reviewed every three
years, also allow for differential tax rates
based on the category of mines while
maintaining uniform rates for leases
within the same category.

Concerns of the mining industry

The industry fears that more states may

follow Karnataka’s lead, significantly
raising input costs for mining operations.
Delays in operationalising mining leases
and high taxation levels are already key
challenges for the sector. A senior
government official told The Economic

regime Since the introduction of the
auction-based mining regime in 2015, 435
mineral blocks have been auctioned
across the country. However, only 50 of
these have been operationalised as of
November 2024. Despite these delays,
Union Mines Minister G Kishan Reddy
highlighted that post-auction revenues for
states have seen significant growth. The
Centre’s consultations aim to balance
state revenue needs with the operational
viability of the mining sector, ensuring
sustainable development and efficient
resource utilisation.
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Biren Singh's 'past sins' barb after

Minister's car hits man in
Maharashtra district, mob

sets vehicles, shops ablaze

Congress asks why PM can't visit Manipur' —mm———

after a car accident mvolving Minister Gulabrao Patll

NEW DELHI.

more than 200 people and left thousands
homeless since it erupted in May 2023.

In response to Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh questioning Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's "refusal" to visit
Manipur and reach out to the affected
communities, Biren Singh said his state is
in "turmoil today because of the past sins
committed by the Congress".

Shortly after the Chief Minister appealed to
the people of Manipur to "forgive and
forget" the past and emphasised that peace
was being restored in the state, Jairam
Ramesh tweeted on Tuesday evening,
"Why can't the Prime Minister go to
Manipur and say the same thing there? He
has deliberately avoided visiting the state
since May 4th, 2023, even as he jets around
the country and the world."A war of words
erupted between the Congress and Manipur

3 dead, 20 injured after head-
on collision hetween bus,

tanker in Gujarat

NEW DELHI. Three people died, and 20 others were
injured in a head-on collision between a luxury bus and a
tanker late on Tuesday (December 31) in Gujarat’s
Banaskantha district. The incident happened on the
Bharat Mala Highway when a tanker, driving on the
wrong side, collided head-on with a luxury bus

travelling from Jamnagar to Rajasthan.

The impact was so severe that the luxury bus overturned.

Emergency services, including the 108 ambulance
service, rushed the injured to government and private
hospitals in Bhachhar, Tharad, and nearby areas for
treatment.Police teams from Suigam, Bhachhar, and Vav

A war of words erupted
between the Congress and Manipur Chief !

Minister N Biren Singh over his apology |
to the people of the northeastern state for :
the ongoing ethnic violence that has killed 3

Chief Minister N Biren Singh over his
apology to the people of the northeastern
state for the ongoing ethnic violence that
has killed more than 200 people and left
thousands homeless since it erupted in May
2023.

In response to Congress leader Jairam

Ramesh questioning Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's "refusal" to visit Manipur
and reach out to the affected communities,
Biren Singh said his state is in "turmoil
today because of the past sins committed by

the Congress".Shortly after the Chief
Minister appealed to the people of
Manipur to "forgive and forget" the
past and emphasised that peace was
being restored in the state, Jairam
Ramesh tweeted on Tuesday evening,
"Why can't the Prime Minister go to
Manipur and say the same thing there?
He has deliberately avoided visiting the
state since May 4th, 2023, even as he
jets around the country and the
world."To this, Biren Singh hit out with
a fiery comeback, saying that the
present turmoil in Manipur was due to
the "past sins" of the Congress, including
the "repeated settlement of Burmese
refugees in Manipur and the signing of the
SoO Agreement with Myanmar-based
militants in the state, spearheaded by P
Chidambaram during his tenure as the
Home Minister"."The apology I extended
today was a sincere act of expressing my
grief for the people who have been left
displaced and become homeless. As a Chief
Minister, it was an appeal to forgive and

Bangladeshi mother-son duo
squatting capital deported

On interrogation,
Naim revealed

financial

hardships
forced his
mother to

migrate to India

e il

two decades ago.

residing in Katwaria Sarai,

NEW DELHI. Delhi

Tuesday. The duo,

Naim Khan (22).

Tharad reached the scene promptly to assist in rescuing

the injured passengers. The bodies were sent to the
Suigam Government Public Health Center for post-

mortem.

Police have
detained and deported two
Bangladesh nationals, a mother and
son, residing illegally in southwest
Delhi since 2005, an officer said on
identified as
Nazma Khan a.k.a Kajol, and her son
entered India
illegally via West Bengal, police said.

Choudhary said.

“Nazma entered around 20 years ago

and Naim in 2020 and they had been
with
Nazma working as a domestic help,”
DCP (southwest) Surendra

The officer said during a routine patrol
on December 29, police intercepted
Naim near Shastri Market following a
tip-off. Subsequent interrogation led
to Nazma’s detention on December 30.
“The two were handed over to the
Foreigners Regional Registration
Office and deported to Bangladesh,”

forget what had happened. However, you

wife. Over a dozen shops and six vehicles were set on fire,

brought politics into it," he added.

The Chief Minister also recalled the Naga-
Kuki clashes in Manipur that occurred
between 1992 and 1997, saying the "period
was one of the bloodiest ethnic conflicts in
Northeast India"."The Naga-Kuki clashes
in Manipur resulted in the deaths of
approximately 1,300 people and the
displacement of thousands more. The
violence persisted for several years, with
periodic escalations occurring between
1992 and 1997, though the most intense
period of conflict was in 1992-1993,"
Biren Singh tweeted."Did PV Narasimha
Rao, who served as the Prime Minister of
India from 1991 to 1996 and was the
President of the Indian National Congress
during that time, come to Manipur to
extend an apology? The Kuki-Paite clashes
claimed 350 lives in the state. During most
of the Kuki-Paite clashes (1997-1998), IK
Gujral was the Prime Minister of India. Did
he visit Manipur and say sorry to the
people?" he added.

leading to a curfew and police action.

A clash between two communities has once again

been reported in Maharashtra’s Jalgaon. The

the senior officer said.

On interrogation, Naim revealed
financial hardships forced his
mother to migrate to India two
decades ago.

In a related case, another
Bangladesh national identified as
Mohammad Akhtar Sheikh was
arrested from Sarojini Nagar. “He
was initially apprehended in a
drug-related case on November
28 and later Akhtar was released
on bail. However, subsequent
address verification revealed his
status as an illegal immigrant. Akhtar,
originally from Madarganj,
Kochaghata, Bangladesh, entered
India through the West Bengal border
in2004,” the DCP said.

He said Akhtar married an Indian
national in 2012 and worked at a
construction site in Delhi. On
December 30, he was found near
Sarojini Nagar Railway Station
without valid documents. A fresh case
under the Foreigners Act has been
registered against him.

incident occurred in Paladhi village,
hometown of Mahayuti government minister
and Shiv Sena leader Gulabrao Patil. The
dispute between two groups escalated into
arson, forcing the deployment of heavy police
force.

However, the situation is now under control. As a
precautionary measure, a curfew has been
imposed in the area until 6 am tomorrow.The
incident unfolded when Minister Gulabrao
Patil's wife was travelling in her car through
Paladhi village.

A man from the village was allegedly hit by the
car, and a crowd quickly gathered at the
scene.The mob assaulted the driver of the car
carrying Gulabrao Patil's wife and vandalised
the vehicle. This incident took place around 11
pm on Tuesday (December 31). The situation
further deteriorated as the crowd began pelting
stones and setting fires. More than a dozen
shops were set ablaze, and six vehicles were
torched.

According to Additional Superintendent of Police
Kavita Nerkar, “The situation is now under
control, but curfew has been imposed in
Jalgaon’s Paladhi until 6 am tomorrow as a
precautionary measure.

Police have detained several suspects overnight
and registered a case against 20-25 unidentified
individuals at the Paladhi police station.”The
police have appealed to the public to maintain
peace in the village and avoid believing or
spreading rumours.

AIIMS creates unified
referral system for
efficient care

NEW DELHI. The AIIMS has created a digital
platform for unified referral and teleconsultation
connecting all AIIMS facilities across the country and
other national institutes including JIPMER,
Pondicherry, and PGI, Chandigarh. This digital
solution, developed in New Delhi, facilitates efficient
patient transfers across healthcare institutions, an
official said.

Discussing the ‘one-AIIMS’ referral policy, the
institute’s Director Dr M Srinivas explained that
patients can access their nearest AIIMS facility first.

/

“For example, when AIIMS Patna identifies resource
limitations, they can arrange for teleconsultations or
expedited referrals.

The bi-directional referral system allows patients to
receive follow-up care at their local AIIMS center,” he
said.Interacting with the media, Srinivas announced
the development alongside the implementation of a
patient grievance management portal designed for
swift complaint resolution. The system, currently
being tested in the mother and child block, will be
implemented across the hospital.

The complaint system enables users to register concerns
via QR codes or website access. It features automatic
escalation of unresolved issues through the
management hierarchy within set
periods.Additionally, it includes a comprehensive
discharge feedback system for patients to assess
medical care, nursing, dietary services and sanitation.

India has plans

to buy around

200 LCA Mark

1A fighter jets

alonq with the

same number

of LCA Mark 2

and Advanced

Medium

Combat Aircraft

each in the next

15 years.

Junction and they will wear green jackets.
There will be a QR code printed on the back

said |

of the jackets, which devotees can scan from
their mobile phones and download the UTS
(unreserved ticketing system) mobile app,”
Kumar said.

the

Buy Maha Kumbh tickets ’rhrough scanner |ucket of Prayagraj railway staff

NEW DELHLI. In a first, people °
attending Maha Kumbh can book
train tickets through scanners
fitted on the jackets of railway
workers on duty at Prayagraj
station, officials said.

“This is a unique arrangement
made by the North Central
Railway for the convenience of
devotees in booking train tickets.
This innovative initiative will
simplify and facilitate the
ticketing process through the use |
of digital technology,”
Dileep Kumar, executive director
(information & publicity),

Railway Board.

“During the Maha Kumbh 2025, employees of
the commercial department of the Railways
will be deployed on special duty at Prayagraj He said the app will provide the facility to

passengers to book unreserved tickets

without standing in the queue. “With this

initiative, devotees will be able to easily
get tickets, avoiding crowds and long
lines at the railway station. This process
of ticket booking through digital payment
will not only save time but also provide a
hassle-free experience to lakhs of
devotees visiting Sangam during the
Maha Kumbh,” Kumar said.

Expected to host over 40 crore devotees

from across the globe, the 45-day mega
religious festival from January 13 to
February 26 will showcase India’s rich
cultural heritage and spiritual
traditions.The Railways plans to operate
3,124 special mela trains along with
10,100 regular trains between January 10

and February 28. To manage the anticipated
crowd, 278 ticket counters will be set up
under the NCR, with Prayagraj railway
station’s ticketing capacity expanded to
accommodate 10,15,200 passengers per day
across all modes.

Railways Saw Progress On Several
Pr0|ec’rs In 2024 But Fqced Challenges

»Indian Railways achieved 6,450 km
of complete track renewal, 8,550
turnout renewals, and raised
speeds to 130 kmph over 2,000 km
in 2024," the ministry said in its
'Year End Review 2024'.

New Delhi.The year 2024 was a mixed bag

for Indian Railways as it saw progress on
several projects but faced persistent
challenges.While on the one hand the
Railway Ministry claimed to have crossed
several milestones paving the way for a
new era of modernization and progress, on
the other, frequent accidents, inadequate
manpower and frontline workers' issues
among others remained major causes of
concern.mong achievements were the
introduction of 62 new Vande Bharat train
services in different parts of the country,
four Amrit Bharat Express services
between Darbhanga-"Anand Vihar and
Malda Town-SMVT Bengaluru and the
first Namo Bharat Rapid Rail between
Ahmedabad and Bhuj.Besides

commissioning of 3433 km of rail line
across the rail network, inaugurating train
operations between the Banihal-Khari-
Sumber-Sangaldan section of
Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail
Link (USBRL), operationalisation of
Kolkata Metro's Esplanade-Howrah
Maidan section which passes below the
Hooghly river through the country's first
underwater transportation tunnel, earned
accolades."Indian Railways achieved
6,450 km of complete track renewal,
8,550 turnout renewals, and raised speeds
to 130 kmph over 2,000 km in 2024," the
ministry said in its 'Year End Review
2024'.Other highlights included initiating
redevelopment work on 1198 railway
stations out of 1337 selected ones,
introducing the upgraded version of the
automatic train protection system Kavach
4.0, recruiting five lakh employees in the
last decade -" a number slightly higher
than the previous decade - and dedicating
to the nation the Marathwada Rail Coach
Factory in Latur to supply Vande Bharat
train sets."A project for equipping 10,000
locomotives has been finalised and 69
numbers of loco sheds have been prepared

for equipping with Kavach," the ministry
said.Some projects which made progress
in the year 2024 were the Vande Bharat
sleeper trainset's first prototype which is
all set to undergo field trials soon; the
Rishikesh-Karnaprayag railway line
which is proposed to be completed by
December 2026; and the beginning of
design and manufacturing of high-speed
train sets that will have a design speed of
280 kmph.Catering to the need of general
passengers, the railway ministry declared
its focus on increasing general
compartment coaches in its fleet."The
Ministry of Railways has introduced a
system of publishing an annual calendar

from 2024 for recruitment to various
categories of Group 'C' posts. Benefits
for the aspirants are more
opportunities to those becoming
eligible every year, certainty of
exams; faster Recruitment process,
Training and Appointments," the
Ministry said.However, despite
significant progress in various areas,
over 70 reported cases of train
derailments including couple of major
ones such as - collision between a
goods train with Agartala-Sealdah
Kanchanjunga Express, Derailment of
passenger train between Motiganj and
Jhilahi stations in Uttar Pradesh, collision
of passenger train with derailed Goods
train at Barabamboo station in Jharkhand -
involving death of several passengers,
remained a bigger challenge to safe train
running.Inadequate manpower topped
among concerning issues and the problem
was so acute that Railway Board
Chairman Satish Kumar wrote to the
finance ministry and said that there is an
urgent requirement for additional
manpower to maintain the railways' ever-
increasing assets and safe train operations.
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Russia Hikes Tourist Tax,
Lifts Export Duties On Coal

Moscow.A new tourist tax has come into effect across
Russia on Wednesday, replacing the previous resort
fee, local media on Wednesday. From January 1,
2025, travellers staying in hotels and other
accommodations will contribute an additional 1 per
cent of their lodging costs, marking the start of a
phased plan to bolster regional tourism infrastructure,
reports Xinhua, quoting RIA Novosti news agency.

The tax was introduced as part of amendments to the
Russian Tax Code in July 2024, which added a new
chapter titled "Tourist Tax," granting regional
authorities discretion to implement the tax as a local
levy. Many regions, particularly those with
established or emerging tourism industries, have
already embraced the initiative.

Under the current framework, the tourist tax will begin
at a rate of 1 per cent in 2025 and gradually rise to 3
per cent by 2027. To ensure a baseline contribution, a
minimum daily charge of 100 rubles (0.9 US dollars)
has been established. While hotels and other lodging
providers are technically taxpayers, the cost will be
incorporated into the price of accommodations, thus
being passed on to tourists. Additionally, Russia has
also officially dropped export duties on anthracite,
coking coal, and thermal coal starting January 1,
2025, local media reported on Wednesday.

Introduced on October 1, 2023, flexible export duties
were in place until the end of 2024. However, duties
on anthracite and thermal coal were temporarily
suspended between May 1 and November 30, 2024.
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China's declining productivity:
Factors behind economic slowdown

BEIJING. China's economy is facing a

slowdown, with growth dropping from 6.5
per cent before the pandemic to just 4.6 per
cent now, and there are concerns that even
that number is seriously overstated. As the
economy continues to stagnate, living
standards remain far below those of
developed nations, further highlighting the
nation's economic struggles, Asia Times
reported.One key issue contributing to this
downturn is the country's declining total
factor productivity (TFP), a measure of
how efficiently inputs like labour and
capital are used to generate output. While
the official data points to a fall in TFP over
the past decade and a half, this claim
remains debated. Regardless, there's
widespread agreement that productivity
growth has slowed significantly compared
to earlier years.Economist Paul Krugman
has pointed to a shift toward real estate as a
key factor for the slowdown. After the 2008
global financial crisis, China began
pouring resources into the real estate
sector, a low-productivity industry, which

Israel Confirms Killing Of Hamas Commander

slowed overall productivity. Moreover, a
2022 analysis highlighted broader
structural issues in China's economy,
including inefficiencies in capital
allocation and an overreliance on a growth
model driven by resource extraction. These
systemic challenges, already present
before the pandemic, have been worsened
by the fallout from trade tensions, COVID-
19 disruptions, and aggressive industrial
policies implemented by the Chinese
government.In hindsight, earlier
assessments of China's economic prospects
appear overly optimistic. Arthur Kroeber's
2016 book China's Economy: What
Everyone Needs to Know® envisioned
China successfully transitioning from a
resource-driven model to one powered by
productivity and technological innovation.
However, in the years since, this optimism
has waned as the country has struggled to
maintain the productivity growth needed
for sustained prosperity. Kroeber
acknowledged that China faced economic
challenges, but his hopes for a shift to

efficiency-driven growth seem less
achievable today. Despite the value of
Kroeber's insights into fiscal federalism,
urbanisation, and real estate, his optimism
about China's future no longer aligns with
the reality of the country's economic
trajectory.One key reason for the
slowdown is that China is reaching the
limits of its growth potential. While
countries like Japan, South Korea, and
Taiwan successfully transitioned to high-
income economies by focusing on
technological advancements and
productivity, China's growth has slowed in
a similar manner to other middle-income
countries like Thailand. Since 2011, TFP in
China has been in decline, with some
reports even showing negative growth. As
China approaches the technological
frontier, acquiring advanced technologies
has become more challenging, as
companies around the world guard their
innovations more tightly.China's
demographics are another factor
contributing to the productivity slowdown.

For years, China benefited from a
"demographic dividend," a large, young
workforce with relatively few dependents.
However, that advantage has started to
diminish as the country's working-age
population began to decline around 2010.
Studies have shown that aging populations
tend to correlate with lower productivity
growth, and China is no exception. With
fewer workers entering the labour force
and an aging population, the economy
faces a significant challenge in maintaining
productivity levels.Urbanisation, which
has historically boosted China's
productivity by moving workers from low-
productivity agricultural jobs to higher-
productivity urban manufacturing roles, is
also losing steam. While urbanisation
helped China achieve rapid economic
growth for decades, experts point to 2010
as the "Lewis turning point," when the
surplus labour in agriculture began to
dwindle. Additionally, China's hukou
system, which restricts internal migration,
has further limited.

Two Teens Hospitalized

In November 2024, the Russian government decided to
lift the export duty on coking coal ahead of schedule
and extended the suspension of duties on anthracite
and thermal coal to support the coal industry.

After Stabbings During New
Year’s Eve Celebrations In

IDF Drone Strike

- communities. He also oversaw

Behind October 7 Attack In

UK Man Falls 600-Ft To His
Death From Helvellyn
Mountain

World. A dog walker in the UK tragically fell 600 feet to
his death from the peak of Helvellyn, one of the Lake
District's tallest mountains, according to a report in
The Telegraph. The unnamed man was reported
missing by his wife after he went on a walk with his
black labrador. As per the police, the wife had been
tracking her husband's progress on the phone but
noticed he had not moved for a few hours, which
prompted her to inform the authorities.

The search operation involved seven mountain teams,
two coastguard and rescue helicopters probing the
numerous routes leading to Helvellyn's summit,
where his phone last signalled. However, the
atrocious weather conditions meant that a total of 68
rescue personnel from various teams including
Patterdale, Keswick, Langdale Ambleside,
Cockermouth, Penrith, and Kirkby Stephen had to
spend two days to complete the operation.

As per Cumbria Police, the man had left a holiday home
in Grasmere and gone out on his bicycle with his dog.
On the first day, the search had to be called off around
1:30 am as the safety of the team members could have
been compromised.n the second day, the team, using a
rope system, descended a headwall down towards Red
Tarn where the dog was found "safe and well" on a
ledge. After the team members were lowered, the
man's body was found near the lake on the eastern side
of the mountain"The man's body was lowered by
stretcher to the back of Red Tarn, then carried down to
Greenside and transported back to Patterdale Base
where it was handed over to Cumbria Police. The
whole incident took 20 hours to complete over two
days," a mountain rescue spokesman told the
publication."We would like to send our condolences
to the man's family and friends and our thanks to the
various teams and search and rescue helicopter crews
who assisted with the search and subsequent
recovery."

China's 56 Military Leap:
Could This Change Warfare
Forever

World. China has introduced the world's first mobile
5G base station that is ready for deployment in
battlefield conditions. The advanced system offers
high-speed, ultra-secure and low-data transmissions
for up to 10,000 users within a three-kilometre
radius, according to a report in South China
Morning Post (SCMP). Jointly developed by China
Mobile Communications Group and the People's
Liberation Army (PLA), the technology has the
capability of changing the warfare landscape
according to the details published in the Chinese
journal, Telecommunications Science.

Led by senior engineer Hou Jie with the 31567 Unit of
the PLA, the base station's deployment is a
significant step in China's pursuit of building the

The Nukhba Platoon commander
in Hamas' Western Khan Yunis
Battalion was eliminated in the
Khan Younis area of southern
Gaza, the IDF added in its
statement.

World. The Israel Defense Forces (IDF)
on Tuesday confirmed the killing of
Hamas' Nukhba Platoon commander,
Abd al-Hadi Sabah, in a recent drone
strike. As per the IDF, Sabah had led the
attack on Kibbutz Nir Oz during the
October 7, 2023, massacre. The
Nukhba Platoon commander in Hamas'
Western Khan Yunis Battalion was
eliminated in the Khan Younis area of
southern Gaza, the IDF added in its
statement. "Abd al-Hadi Sabah, a
Nukhba Platoon Commander in the
Western Khan Yunis Battalion was
eliminated in an intelligence-based
IDF and ISA strike," the IDF wrote on
X.They also added," Abd al-Hadi
Sabah--who operated from a shelter in
the Humanitarian Area in Khan Younis-
-was one of the leaders of the
infiltration into Kibbutz Nir Oz during

the murderous October 7 massacre.

Sabah also led and advanced numerous
terrorist attacks against IDF troops
throughout the current war. The IDF
and ISA will continue to operate
against all of the terrorists who took
part in the murderous October 7
Massacre."Earlier on Tuesday, the IDF
and Shin Bet killed Anas Muhammad
Saadi Masri, the commander of the
northern sector of the rocket unit of the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, the IDF
confirmed. Masri was described as "a
significant figure responsible for
executing numerous terrorist
operations, managing and directing
actions by the organisation that
targeted Israeli civilians and IDF
soldiers".Since October 7, Masri had
been actively commanding rocket fire
from northern Gaza into Israeli border

several operatives involved in
launching rockets into Israeli
territory. Earlier, the IDF
reported that its units, working
with the Shin Bet (Israel's
General Security Service),
eliminated 14 Hamas terrorists,
six of whom had participated in
the October 7 massacre. These
operations were carried out as
part of the IDF's 162nd "Steel"
Division's ongoing activity in the Gaza
Strip. The 162nd Division operated in
the areas of Jabalia and Beit Lahia, as
part of the joint activity of the IDF and
Shin Bet to locate and -eliminate
terrorists who took part in the October 7
attack.The 162nd Division has been
operating in the areas of Jabalia and
Beit Lahia, as part of the joint effort
between the IDF and Shin Bet to locate
and eliminate terrorists involved in the
October 7 attack. On October 7 last
year, Hamas launched a massive terror
attack on Israel, killing more than
1,200 people and taking more than 250
hostages. Around 100 hostages remain
in captivity, with many feared dead. In
response, Israel launched a strong
counteroffensive targeting Hamas
units in Gaza.

Explainer: Ukraine Ends Transit Of
Russian Gas To EU, What Happens Next

Kyiv.Russian gas supplies to the
European Union (EU) states via
Ukraine ended on Wednesday after
Ukraine's gas transit operator Naftogaz
refused to renew its latest five-year
transit deal with Russia's Gazprom.
Under a five-year deal signed in 2019,
Ukraine had allowed Russia to pipe gas
to Europe via its territory. However, the
agreement expired on January 1, with
Kyiv unwilling to extend it in the face
of Moscow's invasion.

Giving the EU a year to prepare,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky said his country would not
allow Russia to "earn additional
billions on our blood". Ukraine's move
is set to affect Europe's east, including
Austria and Slovakia, but Russia could
still send gas to Hungary, Turkey and
Serbia, through the TurkStream
pipeline across the Black Sea.How Will

The Move Affect Russia?Russia had
spent half a century building its
European gas market share, but its
supply to Europe suffered dramatically
after Moscow invaded Ukraine in
February 2022, which spurred the
European Union to cut its dependence
on Russian gas.At its peak, Russian gas
stood at about 35 per cent in Europe but
has fallen to about 8 per cent since the
start of the war. As of December 1, the
EU received less than 14 billion cubic
metres (bcm) of gas from Russia via
Ukraine, down from 65 bem/year when
the latest five-year contract began in
2020, according to a report by
Reuters.EU gas prices rallied in 2022 to
record highs after the loss of Russian
supplies. With supplies ending today,
EU officials and traders believe arepeat
of that rally is unlikely given the now
modest volumes involved and the small

number of customers remaining.

Moscow has lost its market share to rivals
such as Norway, the United States and
Qatar, with the European Commission
saying that volume can be fully
replaced by liquefied natural gas and
non-Russian pipeline imports.

Who Will Be Affected Most?

The Ukraine route majorly serves Austria
and Slovakia. Austria receives most of
its gas via Ukraine, while Slovakia
takes around 3 becm from Gazprom per
year, about two-thirds of its needs.

Austria decided in December to
terminate its long-term contract with
Gazprom. But Slovakia is affected by
the move, with its leader Robert Fico --
one of the Kremlin's few allies within
the EU -- crying foul over Kyiv's
decision. "Accepting the unilateral
decision of the Ukrainian president is
totally irrational and wrong.

Australia

World. Two teenagers were hospitalized following

separate stabbing incidents during New Year’s Eve
celebrations in Sydney and Melbourne. Authorities
confirmed the incidents, which unfolded amidst large-
scale festivities across the cities. In Sydney, police
were called to a park in Guildford, located
approximately 20 kilometers west of the central
business district, at 10:40 p.m. local time on Tuesday
night. According to Xinhua News Agency, officers
responded to reports of a stabbing.Upon arrival, police
learned that a group of males had allegedly been setting
off fireworks illegally in the park when a 17-year-old
boy was stabbed in the back. Emergency medical
teams treated the victim at the scene before
transporting him to a nearby hospital. The teenager is
reportedly in serious but stable condition. The attacker
fled the scene, and investigations are ongoing to
identify and apprehend the suspect. Elsewhere in
Sydney, New Year’s Eve celebrations attracted over
one million people to the city’s iconic landmarks and
central business district. Police reported making 36
arrests for various offenses, including assault, robbery,
and possession of weapons.The arrests underscored
the challenges of maintaining public safety during
large-scale events. Authorities continue to investigate

whether the stabbing incident in Guildford was
connected to other disturbances in the area.

In a separate incident in Melbourne, another teenager

sustained injuries during a New Year’s Eve stabbing.
While details about this case remain limited, police
confirmed the victim was hospitalized, and
investigations into the circumstances surrounding the
attack are underway.New South Wales Police
reiterated their commitment to ensuring public safety
and called on witnesses to come forward with any
information related to the Guildford stabbing. They
emphasized the need for responsible behavior during
large gatherings, particularly in light of recent events.

2025 arrives: World welcomes "hopeful’ New Year
amid Gaza 'genocide’, Ukraine war, other conflicts

largest unmanned army on Earth, involving the use | World.  Celebrations rocked India and  wishes", Murmu said."Let us welcome the These include more than 12,000 police  deployment have been made to ensure

of intelligent war machines such as drones, robot
dogs and other forms of unmanned hardware.

Notably, the military-grade 5G communication
system differs substantially from the civilian
versions. The system must ensure connectivity
where ground and base stations are absent or
satellite signals are absent/disrupted. Additionally,
the antenna height should not be more than 3 metres
in order to avoid obstacles viz., trees and
buildings.Keeping all these conditions in mind, the
scientists devised a novel solution: a platform
mounted atop a military vehicle that houses three to
four drones. These unmanned aerial vehicles take
off alternatively and serve as an aerial base station.
Once the battery of a drone is discharged, the other
takes its place, ensuring no communication
blackout.PLA claims to have conducted several
tests on the system, which ensures seamless
performance even when the military units are
moving at speeds of 80km/h through urban or
mountainous terrains and under electromagnetic
interference. It achieves a total data throughput of
10 gigabits per second.

different parts of the world as people
welcomed a hopeful and fresh beginning
after a year roiled by an ongoing genocide,
multiple conflicts and political
instabilities.New Zealand's Auckland was
the first major city to start off the New Year
celebrations with colorful fireworks
launched from the country's tallest
structure, Sky Tower, and a spectacular
downtown light show.Countries in the
South Pacific Ocean are the first to ring in
the New Year, with midnight in New
Zealand striking 18 hours before the ball
drop in Times Square in New York.In her
New Year greetings to the country,
President of India Droupadi Murmu urged
everyone to take "our society and nation"
further on the path of unity and
excellence.The coming of the new year
marks the beginning of new hopes, dreams
and aspirations, she said in a message.The
occasion provides an opportunity to march
forward with renewed vigour to fulfil "our

new year with joy and enthusiasm and take
our society and nation further on the path
of unity and excellence," she said.The
president extended her "heartiest greetings
and best wishes to all Indians, living in
India and abroad."housands of police
personnel and CCTV cameras were
deployed and traffic was regulated across
states to ensure public safety and prevent
any untoward incident as the country
geared up to welcome 2025.

Traffic police personnel armed with

alcometers were deployed at prominent
places in major cities to check drunk
driving.Nearly 20,000 police and
paramilitary personnel have been
deployed in Delhi to check hooliganism
and traffic violations on New Year's Eve, a
senior police official said.In Maharashtra,
more than 14,000 police personnel have
been deployed in Mumbai as part of
elaborate security arrangements to
maintain law and order on New Year's Eve.

constables, 2,184 officers, 53 assistant
commissioners, 29 deputy commissioners
and eight additional commissioner-rank

officers, an official said.Large gatherings
are expected at prominent places in the city,
including Gateway of India, Marine Drive,
Girgaon Chowpatty, Bandra Bandstand,
Juhu and Versova beaches.

Karnataka Home Minister G Parameshwara

said more than 7,500 CCTV cameras have
been installed across Bengaluru and special
picket arrangements and enhanced police

public safety.The government has
permitted New Year celebrations in the city
only till 1 am.In Gujarat too, security has
been beefed up. A senior officer said 6,000
police personnel have been deployed in
Ahmedabad and security has been
enhanced at popular spots.Gaza genocide,
Ukraine war and multiple conflicts cast
shadow on celebrationsNew Year's
celebrations are likely to be subdued in
Israel as its "genocide" on Gaza continues
through the 15th month and hostages
remain in captivity. Meanwhile, the death
toll in Gaza crossed 45,500 on Monday as
Israeli airtsrikes killed 27 people, mostly
women and children.As many as five
babies froze to death in recent days amid
Israel's continuous blockade of
humanitarian aid into Gaza.ebanon is in the
grip of a severe economic crisis, and many
areas were heavily damaged during the war
between Israel and Hezbollah, which ended
with a shaky ceasefire.
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Will Rohit Sharma do
what's best for Team India
in the New Year's Test

New Delhi. The knives are out for Rohit
Sharma. A doyen of white-ball cricket, the
India captain is under immense pressure
following repeated failures in the ongoing
Border-Gavaskar Trophy. With just 31 runs
in three Tests, his place in the side is being
questioned with unprecedented ferocity.

India have surrendered an unassailable lead to
Australia in the Border-Gavaskar Trophy,
despite taking a 1-0 lead in the much-
anticipated five-match series. For the first
time in 13 years, India lost a Boxing Day Test
in Australia. Moreover, they are on the verge
oflosing a Test series to Australia for the first
time in a decade. All this has unfolded under
Rohit's leadership, coinciding with his
struggles at the crease.Despite the setbacks,
India can still salvage the series and retain
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy with a draw in
the New Year's Test in Sydney. While 2024
ended on a sour note, there remains hope for
the year ahead.Much hinges on Rohit
Sharma's decisions. While he seems unlikely
to retire from Test cricket, it is crucial the

right calls (read as bold) regarding the team
combination for the Sydney Test, starting 3
January.

The newly-formed captain-coach duo of Rohit
Sharma and Gautam Gambhir has taken
pride in prioritising the team's interests, even
when it requires making difficult decisions.

'IN THE BESTINTERESTS OF THE TEAM'

When Shubman Gill was left out of the XI
during India’s 184-run defeat in Melbourne,
both Rohit and the coaching staff clarified it
was not a case of being ‘dropped’ but a
decision made in the team's best interests.
India opted for an extra bowling option
without compromising batting strength, as
explained by the skipper.We don't make
personal decisions. It's in the best interest of
the team. We want to prioritise the team and
think about the right combination for a
specific venue and opposition," Rohit said,
justifying the decision to leave out Gill in
Melbourne."That's how I approach team
selection. Yes, there have been changes, but
you have to ensure that whatever suits the
conditions and the team, covering all facets
of the game, you make that call.

From transition phase to
finding balance:
Challenges await for
Indian cricket

SYDNEY. AS the third umpire’s decision —
OUT — was displayed on the giant screen at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground on Monday
evening for one last time, the stadium
erupted bringing close to what had been a
rollercoaster year for Indian cricket.

The men’s team went down for the sixth time in
the longest format in 2024. Their
performance summed up the underlying
issues of a transitioning team that were
masked more often than not while playing at
home.Indian cricket is at a tipping point or at
least as close as they have ever been to one,
especially in the longest format. For the first
time in 12 years, India lost a Test series at
home, a 0-3 clean sweep to New Zealand for
the first time ever on home soil. In the middle
of the ongoing Border-Gavaskar Trophy, one
of the titans of the longest format and one of
the chiefarchitects of India’s Test dominance

in the past decade, R Ashwin, hung his boots.

Not all was bad in 2024 though. The highest
point for Indian cricket came on June 29,
2024, in Barbados, when Rohit Sharma led
the country to their first ICC title in over ten
years. That also ensured the old guard bid
adieu and the next generation took over the
shortest format. For Sharma and India,
however, things have just gone downhill
since as they conceded a 1-2 lead to Australia
in Melbourne.However, when the sun dawns
for the first time in 2025 — the Indian men’s
team would be in the new year five and a half
hours before the country does — it gives
them a chance to turn the page; to start afresh.
Forthere is alot to look forward to.

First up, there is a series to be levelled in
Sydney. They still can make it to the World
Test Championship Final. But the tougher
challenges lie ahead. Then comes the
Champions Trophy. A five Test tour to
England followed by another home season.
As things stand, one cannot be very sure if
the Test team will look the same when they
leave for England in June.

New

Indian cricket in 2025: Transition time
again as Kohli, Rohit futures in focus

red-ball future of star batters Virat e

« With the Champions Trophy and a

few crucial Test series lined up in
2025, the Indian men's cricket
team will be in the spotlight in the
New Year. For the first time in over
a decade, the team faces a
transition phase, with questions
looming over the futures of senior

players.

New Delhi After ending 2024 on a not-so-

memorable note, the Indian men’s cricket
team will look to get 2025 off to a positive
start as they take on Australia in the fifth and
final Test of the Border Gavaskar Trophy
2024-25. The year 2025 will be full of
several important tournaments for India,
with the ICC Champions Trophy 2025
scheduled to be held in February, followed
by the World Test Championship (WTC)
final and the all-important away Test series
in England.

The year will also give further clarity on the

Kohli and Rohit Sharma, who’ve
been struggling for form in recent |
times. With India trailing by 1-2 in
the ongoing series against
Australia, there have been @
widespread discussions on what |
future holds for the duo. It remains
to be seen whether the duo will be
allowed to continue ahead even
after India ends up losing the series
and doesn’t make it to the WTC |
final. While former India head
coach Ravi Shastri feels Kohli still has a lot
to give in Test cricket to India, the India
skipper hasn’t got the same backing with
Jasprit Bumrah ready to take over the reins
from him. Hence, the year 2025 could well
see the end of the road for at least one of them
in the longest format. However, there will be
some long discussions before arriving at a
decision with a crucial five-match Test tour
to England scheduled in August as India
won’t be willing to risk taking a completely
inexperienced batting lineup in the series.

Champions Trophy 2025 to decide the ODI
Roadmap

After Test cricket, the focus will shift on the
all-important Champions Trophy as India
will be hungry for an ODI crown after falling
short of winning the World Cup on home soil

team management in their abilities.
The Gautam Gambhir-era has already

seen an unceremonious ending of a

in 2023. The onus will be once again on the
batting stalwarts Kohli and Rohit as India
enter yet another ICC event as favourites.
Since the ODI World Cup 2023, the duo has
played just one ODI series against Sri Lanka
in August 2024. While Rohit looked at his
usual best, scoring 157 runs from three
innings at an average of 52.33 and a strike
rate of 141.44 with two fifties, Kohli looked
far from his best accumulating just 58 runs
from three innings.Hence, questions could
be raised on their form if India don't win the
Champions Trophy. As far as ODIs are
concerned, both players might be willing to
push until the World Cup 2027 in South
Africa and give themselves another chance
at winning the coveted prize.However, a lot
will depend on their form and the faith of the

Tied after 7-rounds, Carlsen, Nepomniachtchi
share Blitz title in historic feat

New Delhi. History was created on

December, 31 Tuesday, in New York, when
Grandmasters Magnus Carlsen and Ian
Nepomniachtchi decided to share the 2024
FIDE World Blitz Chess Championship
title. With nothing to separate the duo after 7
games, the reigning world blitz champion -
Carlsen, made a never-seen-before proposal
to his opponent - that they should share the
title. Nepomniachtchi agreed without
hesitation and created history on
Wednesday.

After dramatically reversing his earlier

decision to withdraw, Carlsen claimed his
eighth World Blitz title, while
Nepomniachtchi earned his first. This marks
the first time in chess history that a World
Championship title has been shared.

The decision to split the title came after both

players played three consecutive draws in
the sudden death stage. Carlsen had started
the final with two straight victories and only
needed a draw to secure the win. Still,
Nepomniachtchi displayed remarkable
resilience, winning twice on demand to
force a tie at 2.0-2.0, pushing the match into
sudden death.After three draws in the
sudden death games, Carlsen suggested they

Nathan McSweeney aims for Test return after

disappointing Border-Gavaskar Trophy

Delhi. Australian cricketer Nathan
McSweeney wants to play Test cricket again
after being dropped from the team. He lost
his opener spot after poor performances in
the first three Tests against India. Nineteen-
year-old Sam Konstas replaced him and

share the title, which was later confirmed by
FIDE.MAGNUS CARLSEN
CONTROVERSY

In the final days of 2024, Magnus Carlsen was

at the centre of a huge controversy in the
tournament. Carlsen quit the FIDE
championship on December 28, after he was
fined for improper dress code. Carlsen had
worn jeans, which was not in allowed in
general by the chess federation.

Carlsen expressed his frustration, saying, "I

said I'll change tomorrow ... but they said
you have to change now. It became a matter
of principle for me, so here we are! Honestly,
I'm too old at this point to care too much. If
this is what they want to do, I'll probably set
off to somewhere where the weather is a bit

scored a fifty in his first match.

McSweeney told the Sydney Morning Herald
he is determined to return.

"I'd love to [be back in the Test setup], there's
no doubt about that. Ussie [Khawaja] has
been awesome, but when the opportunity

nicer."Carlsen detailed the events leading
to the controversy: "I had a really good
sleep and a nice lunch meeting before I
came here. I just barely had time to go to
my room and change, so I put on a shirt
and a jacket. Honestly, I didn't even think
about the jeans.

"I even changed my shoes but didn't
consider the jeans. When I arrived, I don't
remember if it was after the first or second
game, but I got a warning. First, I was
fined, and then I was told I wouldn't be
paired if I didn't go change my jeans

immediately. They said I could do it after the
third round."I said I'd change tomorrow if
that's okay, as [ hadn't even realised it today.
But they insisted I change immediately. At
that point, it became a matter of principle for
me."When asked if he had appealed the
decision, Carlsen replied: "No, I haven't
appealed. Honestly, I'm too old at this point
to care too much. If this is what they want to
do, I guess it goes both ways, right? Nobody
wants to back down, and this is where we
are. It's fine by me. I'll probably head
somewhere with nicer weather than
here."Carlsen confirmed that he would also
skip the Blitz Championship. "I mean, no,"
he stated simply.

comes - orifitdoes - I would love to do that,"
he said.He hopes to replace Usman Khawaja
when the veteran retires. Khawaja is
reportedly considering retirement after next
summer's Ashes series.McSweeney said he
didn't have much time to think about being
dropped because he started playing T20
cricket in the Big Bash League. He plans to
talk to team selectors about how he can
rejoin the Test team."Those conversations
will be had, and I've got to work out and
speak with the selectors about where my
opportunity may come and what I need to do
to get back there. I'm flexible to bat
wherever," he explained.He admitted facing
India's bowlers was difficult. However, he
believes he can play well, especially against
spin bowling. He also praised Konstas's
performance, calling it "really well
played.""It's quite a unique game, and it's
very individual at times. You've got your
own way to go about it, SZand he obviously
did it really well in that first innings,"
McSweeney added.

legendary cricketing career in
Ravichandran Ashwin. It could well
be an indication that we could be on
for several more silent goodbyes if
the team’s performance continues to
go downhill.T20I side on track to
defend their crown in 2026As far as
the T20Is are concerned, the team has
already been in a transition mode,
something that started after T20
World Cup 2024 when Kohli and Rohit
retired from the format. Players like Sanju
Samson, Tilak Varma, Abhishek Sharma,
and Arshdeep Singh have already proven
their mettle in the format and are taking
forward the all-out attack philosophy of the
management.

Under the leadership of Suryakumar Yadav,

the young brigade will continue to prepare
for a title defence on home soil in 2026.
Hence, 2025 could well prove to be another
action-packed year for Indian men’s cricket
and fans will hope for the addition of another
ICC Trophy to their cabinet. The year could
also see the end of the road for some of the
veterans, but the betterment of Indian cricket
will remain paramount for both the
management and the fans.

India cricket 2025
schedule: Full fixtures,
dates, venues and time

for men's team matches

New Delhi.The year 2024 was a mixed bag for

the Indian men's cricket team. While it began
with a home series win over England and then
a T20 World Cup title triumph in the
Caribbean, the team struggled to maintain
momentum, ending the year with a crushing
184-run loss to Australia in the Boxing Day
Test at the Melbourne Cricket Ground.India's
major setbacks included an ODI series
whitewash to Sri Lanka and a home Test
series defeat to New Zealand. In 15 Tests, the
team managed 8 wins, 6 losses, and 1 draw,
while their lone ODI series ended in
disappointment.The Indian men's team will
aim for redemption in 2025 as they kick off
the year with the final Test of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy against Australia in Sydney,
a must-win to keep their World Test

Championship (WTC) final hopes alive. A
loss or a draw would end their
campaign.Following the Sydney Test, India
will shift focus to a limited-overs series
against England in mid-January, serving as
preparation for the Champions Trophy in
February. This marquee tournament will be
played in a hybrid format across the UAE.

After the Champions Trophy and IPL 2025,

India will travel to England for a five-Test
series, marking the beginning of their fourth
WTC cycle.

India's home season is set to begin in October

with the Asia Cup (T20 format) and two Tests
against the West Indies. They will also tour
Australia in October-November for three
ODIs and five T20Is before wrapping up the
year with an all-format home series against
South Africa.In total, India is scheduled to
play 18 T20Is, 9 Tests, and 12 ODIs in
bilateral series outside ICC and ACC
tournaments in 2025.

Suryakumar Yadav's post 2024 recap, ft.
highs, lows, and that incredible catch

India T20I captain Suryakumar Yadav
looked back at the year 2024.
Suryakumar Yadav put up an
emotional post on his Instagram
account, celebrating the year that
was.

New Delhi India T20I captain Suryakumar

Yadav looked back on the year that was. Late
on 31 December, Suryakumar Yadav posted a
video of his 2024 recap, where he highlighted
the highs and lows of his career. One of the
best T20 batters in the world took to
Instagram to state that he is ushering in the
new year with renewed energy and higher
spirits.Suryakumar Yadav found incredible
success in 2024. Not only did he win the T20
World Cup with the Indian team, he was also
made the full-time captain of the side after the

tournament was concluded. Suryakumar
pipped Hardik Pandya for that position -
despite the all-rounder captaining the side
since the start of 2023 - in the absence of
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli - when they
took a year-long break from the format.

"Bidding farewell to a year that is etched in our

hearts. A year filled with the highest of highs,
and some lows, but taking all of it in my
stride as I get ready to enter 2025 with
renewed energy and higher spirits, raring to
do better," Suryakumar Yadav wrote on
Instagram.Suryakumar Yadav's post also
included his tough times at the start of 2024,
where he was sidelined due to multiple
injuries. After being sidelined for an ankle
issue, Suryakumar had to sit out longer than
expected after he was diagnosed with sports
hernia. The batter made a strong comeback
and put in stellar performances in the T20
World Cup 2024.Suryakumar, however, will
probably not be remembered for his batting

in 2024. The Mumbai player's catch in the
T20 World Cup Final went viral in the
cricketing world.In an interview, India
wicketkeeper batter Rishabh Pant recalled
his thoughts before Suryakumar Yadav’s
iconic catch in the T20 World Cup 2024 final
against South Africa. Notably, Suryakumar
took a sensational game-changing catch in
the last over of the final to dismiss David
Miller which tilted the balance in India’s
favour.He showed great presence of mind to

grab hold of the ball near the boundary at
long-off and quickly got rid of it as the
momentum took his body over the ropes.
The Indian fielder further jumped back
quickly to complete one of the greatest
catches in Indian cricket history which
became one of the pivotal reasons behind
India’s seven-run win in the final.Recalling
the nerve-wracking incident, Pant said that
he felt like everything was gone as Miller
had timed the ball nicely. He even joked that
the prayers of Indian fans stopped the ball
from crossing the boundary line.When the
ball was in the air, it felt like everything was
gone. When it hit the bat, it seemed like a
sure-shot six. When the ball was in the air, it
felt like everything was gone. When it hit the
bat, it seemed like a sure-shot six. e a tactical
implementation, as opposed to a body. "I
think the amount of overs that we've been
bowling across the series is probably going
to be abenefitto us.
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Shraddha

Gets Mobbed Outside Salon; Paps
Surround Her Car To Capture New Hairdo @ ‘

ollywood actress Shraddha Kapoor faced an

overwhelming crowd of fans and paparazzi as she

stepped out of a salon in Mumbai on Monday evening,
just ahead of New Year’s Eve. The actress, known for her
approachable demeanour, greeted the paparazzi with a
cheerful “Happy New Year" before heading to her car.
However, the situation quickly escalated as photographers
surrounded her vehicle, vying to capture her new hairdo.

In a video circulating online, Shraddha is seen gesturing from
inside her car, asking the paparazzi to calm down. Some
photographers leaned on her car in an attempt to get a better
shot, leading to a chaotic scene. Despite the frenzy,
Shraddha managed to maintain her composure and brought
calm to the situation.

For the outing, Shraddha opted for a casual yet chic look,
wearing a white buttoned top, denim jeans, and glasses,
effortlessly showcasing her understated style.

The actress is riding high on the success of Stree 2, which
became one of the highest-grossing Hindi films upon its

i \

5

2024 Was Full Of “Challenges,
Changes, And Learning’

ause everything and turn to Instagram if you want to know how 2024 was for

Malaika Arora and the lessons she learnt during the year. In Instagram Stories, she

added a note that reflected on her experiences, challenges and growth in 2024. For
the actress, the year was all about self-discovery and empowerment, her strength and
instinct. She also admitted to having learnt the importance of trusting herself more
following the tumultuous time this year.

The note read, “I don’t hate you,
2024, but you were a difficult
year, full of challenges, changes,

and learning. You showed me that

life can change in the blink of an eye
and taught me to trust myself more.
But, above all, you made me understand
that my health—whether physical,
emotional, or mental—is what really matters.
There are things I still can’t understand, but I
believe that with time, I will understand the
reasons and purposes of everything that
happened."
Malaika Arora’s recent post follows her
response to her former boyfriend Arjun
Kapoor’s public comment about being
“single." In October, Arjun Kapoor put
an end to his break up rumours with

Malaika as he announced ‘I am single’ at

an event. In response to his statement,

the actress said that she would not like
to talk about her personal life in public.
Speaking with the ETimes, Malaika said,

“I am a very private person, and there

are certain aspects of my life which I

don’t want to elaborate on much. I will

never choose a public platform to talk
about my personal life. So, whatever
Arjun has said is entirely his
prerogative.

"Malaika Arora, indeed, has had a
difficult year. First, she faced a
significant change in her life in the
initial months of the year after

Arjun and her decided to part ways.
Later, on September 11, Malaika’s father Anil Arora, tragically passed away. He
reportedly died by suicide after jumping from the sixth floor of a residential building in

Mumbai.Coming back to Malaika and Arjun Kapoor, the former couple began dating in

2018. The duo dished out major couple goals during their time together, often jetting off

to picturesque locations and posting loved-up photos. Despite the breakup, Arjun was

captured arriving at Malaika’s mother’s house after the actress’ father’s demise.

Rapoor

release. However, Shraddha’s journey
to success hasn’t been without
challenges. Her Bollywood debut in
Teen Patti (2010), alongside
stalwarts like Amitabh Bachchan

and Ben Kingsley, failed at the box
office, making it difficult for her to
find subsequent opportunities.In a
recent interview with GQ India,
Shraddha opened up about her
struggles and addressed comments
about nepotism. “Despite being from
the industry, my father wasn’t making
any calls to get me work," she revealed.
Her father, veteran actor Shakti Kapoor,
encouraged her to face her battles
independently, stating, “I made it alone;
youmustdoittoo."

Shraddha credits Aashiqui 2 (2013) as
the turning point in her career. The
romantic drama, co-starring Aditya
Roy Kapur, became a massive
success, propelling her to stardom
with its emotional storyline and
unforgettable music.Since then,
Shraddha has delivered notable
performances in films like Ek Villain,
Haider, Stree, and Chhichhore. Her
recent hits, including Tu Jhoothi Main
Makkaar and Stree 2, have solidified
her position as one of Bollywood’s
most bankable stars.

Ananya Panday Opens Up On ‘Best’
Parties At Mannat With Shah Rukh
Khan, Suhana, Navya And Shanaya

ollywood actress Ananya Panday shares a

great bond with Shah Rukh Khan’s daughter

Suhana Khan. In fact, Ananya, Suhana, Navya
Naveli Nanda and Shanaya Kapoor are childhood
friends, and are often seen hanging out together.
Now, in a recent interview, Ananya gave a sneak-
peek into parties at Shah Rukh Khan’s residence
Mannat, revealing that the best parties are the ones
that end at Mannat with her besties Suhana, Navya
and Shanaya.In a recent interview with Filmfare,
Ananya Panday was asked about the parties that she
attended at Shah Rukh Khan’s lavish residence in
Mumbai, Mannat. She recalled post-party moments
at Mannat with Suhana, Shah Rukh, Shanaya and
Navya, where they would hang out, eat burgers and
enjoy a chat. “The best parties are the ones that end
at Mannat. After we go to places — for example after
Manish’s (Malhotra) Diwali party — me, Suhana,
Shah Rukh sir, Shanaya, and Navya, we went back,
sat, and ate our burgers and discussed what
happened through the night. And sometimes we
continue dancing, just a few of us, and those are the
best parties. The after-after parties," she said.

She also spoke about her idols in Bollywood, and

named Shah Rukh Khan as one of them. Lauding
the superstar, she said, “The way he (SRK) is and
the way he makes the people around him feel. Not
just family but any person he comes in contact with.
I think that is such a charming quality. I wish to be
even one percent of that one day."

Meanwhile, on the work front, Ananya Panday was

last seen in Vikramaditya Motwane’s screenlife
thriller ‘CTRL’ alongside Vihaan Samat. The
actress has an exciting slate of projects lined up for
2025. Among them is an untitled film based on the
life of C. Sankaran Nair, where she stars alongside
Akshay Kumar and R. Madhavan. Additionally, the
romantic drama Chand Mera Dil with Lakshya,
produced by Dharma Prouctions, is highly
anticipated.Meanwhile, Shah Rukh Khan is all set
to share screen space with his daughter Suhana
Khan in the film ‘King’, which will be helmed by
Siddharth Anand. The film also stars Abhishek
Bachchan.

Keerthy Suresh Reveals
Samantha Ruth Prabhu
Recommended Her For Baby
John: 'l Was Very Scared'

eerthy Suresh has revealed that Samantha

Ruth Prabhu recommended her for the

ecently released movie Baby John. The
film is a remake of Atlee’s Tamil blockbuster
Theri (2016), which originally starred
Thalapathy Vijay and Samantha in the lead. In
Baby John, Keerthy stepped into a role that was
originally portrayed by Samantha.Keerthy was
speaking to Galatta India recently when she
expressed gratitude towards Samantha for
recommending her name for Baby John. “She
probably had me in mind when this was
happening; that’s what Varun (Dhawan) also told
me. | can’t be grateful enough for that. It’s so
sweet of her to say, ‘Keerthy will be able to pull
off this character.” Her performance in Theri is
one of my favourites in Tamil. Honestly, I was
very scared," she said.

“I remember her posting a story on Instagram after
watching the trailer of Baby John, saying, ‘I
wouldn’t have shared this one with anyone else,
but you.” It was so sweet and meant a lot to me. I
couldn’t have asked for a better debut. This is one
of the characters I really love and I am so glad I
gotto play itin Hindi," the actress added.

Baby John marks Keerthy Suresh’s Bollywood
debut. Even though the film has failed to impress
the audiences, Keerthy Suresh’s performance is
being liked by many in the Kalees directorial. In
News18 Showsha’s review of the movie, Keerthy
Suresh’s Bollywood debut was also appreciated.

“Keerthy Suresh’s Bollywood debut as Meera is
another highlight of the film. Her nuanced
dialogue delivery and expressive acting make her
a scene-stealer. With Baby John, Keerthy proves
she’s a talent to watch out for in Hindi cinema,"
the review read.

Meanwhile, on the personal front, Keerthy Suresh
recently married her longtime beau Antony. On
December 12, the two held a traditional South
Indian wedding in Goa. Photos and videos from
the ceremony also went viral on social media.
According to a report by India Times, Antony is a
businessman who works from Dubai and his
hometown, Kochi, Kerala. He owns a prominent
chain of resorts in his hometown and has a couple
of businesses registered in Keerthy’s hometown,
Chennai.
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