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Researchers
unveil new
tool that
reveals gene
hehaviour in
hacteria
\

LOS  ANGELES  [US]:
Bacterial infections are
responsible for millions of
deaths each year, with the
global threat made severe by
the increasing resistance of
microbes to antibiotic treat-
ments.

This is due, in part, to bac-
teria's capacity to switch
genes on and off when they
detect environmental
changes, including the pres-
ence of drugs.

Such switching is accom-
plished through transcrip-
tion, which converts the DNA
in genes into its chemical
cousin in mRNA, which
guides the building of pro-
teins that make up the
microbe's structure.

Understanding how
mRNA production is regulat-
ed for each bacterial gene is
central to efforts to counter
resistance, but approaches
used to study this regulation
to date have been laborious.
According to a new study, sci-
entists revealed a trick that
may speed such efforts.

According to the study
authors, organisms from bac-
teria to humans grow as their
cells multiply by dividing,
with each cell becoming two.
Before cells divide, they must
copy their DNA such that
each of the two daughter cells
has a copy. To do so, a molec-
ular machine called DNA
polymerase ticks down the
DNA chain, reading and mak-
ing a copy of each gene one
by one.

Publishing online Jan. 24
in the journal Nature, the
study adds to explanations of
how  gene  expression
throughout the genome is
shaped by DNA replication
during bacterial growth.

Specifically, the research
team found that when DNA
polymerase arrives at any
specific gene, it disrupts the
transcription in a way that
reveals the state of that
gene's regulatory status.

"Our study results show
that the constant replication
of genes during the cell cycle
as the bacterial cells repro-
duce and grow can be
exploited to learn about many
aspects of how genes are reg-
ulated," said study lead inves-
tigator Andrew Pountain,
PhD, a postdoctoral research
fellow at NYU Langone
Health and its Institute for
Systems Genetics.

"We like the analogy of the
electrocardiogram in medi-
cine," said Itai Yanai, the sen-
ior investigator of the study
and professor at NYU
Langone's Institute  for
Systems Genetics.

By monitoring patterns of
electrical activity in the heart,
the ECG reveals a series of
waves that provide a detailed,
graphical view of a patient's
cardiac health. Similarly,
waves of changes in the
abundance of mRNA in
response to a gene's replica-
tion produce a signature on a
graph, which the authors
termed the transcription-
replication interaction pro-
file, or TRIP.

The researchers showed
how specific waves can be
linked to certain features. For
example, whether a gene is
under a specific form of con-
trol, known as repression,
where a protein blocks that
gene's mRNA from being
made. These repressed genes
were found to have charac-
teristic, spiked TRIP patterns.

"Our aim is to understand
how gene regulation shapes
these TRIPs, with a goal of
using them to diagnose gene
regulation across the entire
set of thousands of genes in
the bacterium," added Yanai.

"We hope that our further
investigations of gene expres-
sion profiles will offer insight
into how groups of genes
respond to disruptions or
changes in their environ-
ment."
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High blood pressure may increase
risk of strokes, finds Study

MICHIGAN [US] : A Michigan
Medicine study found that high
systolic blood pressure (the top
number on the hlood pressure
reading and how hard the heart
pumps blood to the arteries)
increases the risk of the two most
common types of strokes over
time.

The study looked at the aver-
age systolic blood pressure years
before the first stroke in over
40,000 adults aged 18 and older
who had no history of stroke.

Researchers covered three
types of stroke: ischemic, a clot
that cuts blood supply to the brain
and the cause of over 85 per cent
of all strokes; intracerebral hem-
orrhage, a bleed within the brain;
and subarachnoid hemorrhage,
bleeding between the brain and
the tissues that cover it. They
found that having a mean systolic
blood pressure that is 10-mm Hg
higher than average was associat-
ed with a 20 per cent higher risk
of overall stroke and ischemic
stroke, as well as a 31% greater
risk of intracerebral hemorrhage.

"Our results suggest that early
diagnosis and sustained control of
high blood pressure over the lifes-
pan are critical to preventing

stroke, ischemic stroke and
intracerebral hemorrhage, espe-
cially in Black and Hispanic
patients who are more likely to
have uncontrolled hypertension
than white patients," said senior
author Deborah A. Levine, M.D.,
M.P.H., professor of internal med-
icine and neurology at University
of Michigan Medical School.
Black patients had a 20 per
cent higher risk of ischemic stroke
and a 67 per cent higher risk of
intracerebral hemorrhage than
white patients. Hispanic patients
had a 281% higher risk of sub-

arachnoid hemorrhage, but not
any other stroke type, compared
to white patients. While Black and
Hispanic patients had a higher
risk of stroke, researchers found
little evidence to suggest that race
and ethnicity affected the associ-
ation between cumulative sys-
tolic blood pressure and the type
of stroke that affected any
patient.

"Examining racial inequities
advances our understanding of
the social, economic and political
structures that affect health
behaviors and risk for stroke

among racial and ethnic minori-
ty groups,” said Kimson E.
Johnson, Ph.D., M.A., M.S.W,,
first author and postdoctoral
research fellow at the University
of Michigan. While systolic blood
pressure is a modifiable target
for preventing stroke and other
cardiovascular  diseases, a
national study conducted in 2020
found that blood pressure con-
trol in the United States wors-
ened from 2013 to 2018, espe-
cially for Black and Hispanic
adults. Self-monitoring of blood
pressure improves blood pres-
sure diagnosis and control and is
accurate and cost-effective, but it
remains an underused tool,
Levine says.

"Two major barriers to self-
monitoring of blood pressure are
lack of patient education and
insurance not covering the home
blood pressure monitors, which
cost $50 or more," she said.

"Health care systems and
providers must educate and urge
their patients to do home blood
pressure monitoring, and insurers
must pay for home blood pressure
monitors to optimize people's
blood pressure and reduce their
chances of having a stroke."

Research explores secrets of
lipid synthesis inside cells

LOS ANGELES [US] : South
Korean researchers at the IBS
Center for Molecular
Spectroscopy and Dynamics (IBS
CMSD) have made a useful discov-
ery concerning cellular
microscopy.

The team has successfully
developed Two-Color Infrared
Photothermal Microscopy (2C-
IPM), a unique method for study-
ing neutral lipids within lipid
droplets of living cells.

This new microscopy can be
combined with isotope labelling,
which allows thorough monitoring
of neutral lipid synthesis within
individual lipid droplets.

Lipid droplets (LDs) are struc-
tures made up of pockets of neu-
tral lipids (triglycerides) enclosed
in a monolayer of phospholipids.

They have long been regarded
as uninteresting organelles whose
sole function is to store excess
energy in the form of neutral
lipids.

However, recent studies indi-
cate these droplets actually are
dynamic players in various cellu-
lar metabolic activities.

It was found they are actively
involved in regulating lipid toxici-
ty and cell communication, as well
as their correlation with prevalent
diseases like obesity and non-
alcoholic fatty liver disease.

Understanding the functions of
LDs is thus imperative for the

Secretory
pathway

Endocytic
pathway

diagnosis and treatment of these
conditions.

Researchers have traditionally
stained the cells with lipophilic
dyes and employed fluorescence
microscopy to study LDs within
cells. However, this method has
several significant limitations.
First is photobleaching of the
dyes, which restricts the observa-
tion duration of the LDs to very
short time windows. Another lim-
itation is the fluorescent dyes
themselves. The currently used
fluorescent dyes simply target the
hydrophobic environment within
LDs, utilizing unspecified binding
mechanisms. As such, they are

incapable of accurately analyzing
the composition and quantity of
neutral lipids.

Unlike previous methods that
relied on fluorescent microscopy,
the new 2C-IPM technology uses
an infrared (IR) spectroscopic
method and does not require the
use of fluorescent dyes. The new
method monitors neutral lipids
within LDs directly by detecting
changes in IR absorbance.
Importantly, this advantage allows
researchers to observe the syn-
thesis of neutral lipids within indi-
vidual LDs in living cells over a
long period. Employing the newly
developed method, the research

team studied the synthesis of neu-
tral lipids in cells when they were
exposed to excess fatty acids.

The researchers were able to
distinguish freshly synthesized
neutral lipids from pre-existing
neutral lipids within cells by sub-
jecting deuterium-labeled fatty
acids, which have distinct spectro-
scopic properties from non-
deuterated forms. The analysis
results verified excess fatty acids
caused lipid toxicity, and cells
respond by increasing the synthe-
sis of neutral lipids.

The lead author, researcher
PARK Chanjong, remarked, "This
study serves as a fundamental
example demonstrating the possi-
bility of long-term research on
lipid droplets and internal neutral
lipids in living cells. The analytical
method established in this
research can be applied to the
diagnosis and treatment of dis-
eases closely associated with lipid
metabolism, such as non-alcoholic
fatty liver disease."

Director CHO Minhaeng com-
mented, "By successfully ohserv-
ing the process of neutral lipid
synthesis in living cells, we have
laid a new foundation for studying
the functions of lipid droplets
within cells at the molecular level.
This method is expected to be
widely used in the investigation of
various cellular metabolic phe-
nomena."

Study assesses
therapeutic
strategies for
severe obesity in
adolescents

[llinois [US] : According to a
study, adolescents with severe
obesity who got both meal-
replacement therapy and finan-
cial incentives had a higher
reduction in body mass index
compared to those who just
received  meal-replacement
therapy. The finding was pub-
lished in JAMA Pediatrics.
Justin Ryder, PhD, Vice Chair of
Research for the Department of
Surgery at Ann & Robert H.
Lurie Children's Hospital of
Chicago and Associate Professor
of Surgery and Pediatrics at
Northwestern University
Feinberg School of Medicine,
was a co-author of the study.

Severe obesity currently
affects about one in five chil-
dren and adolescents in the
U.S., according to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, and is defined as
having a body mass index, or
BM], either at or above the 95th
percentile for age and sex. The
condition is associated with an
increased risk of adult obesity,
cardiovascular disease, type 2
diabetes and other conditions.

Previous research has found
that meal replacement therapy
(MRT), rather than traditional
lifestyle modifications, is more
effective in helping reduce BMI
in adolescents with severe obe-
sity. In the current study, the
investigators sought to deter-
mine if MRT paired with finan-
cial incentives to adolescents
with severe obesity would
increase the efficacy of MRT
and lead to a greater reduction
in BMI, when compared to MRT
alone. "There's literature for
adults that supports that tying
in financial incentives to weight
loss or physical activity pro-
grams increases adherence,

and so we wanted to see
whether or not adding financial
incentives to a
behavioural/nutrition ~weight
loss program using meal
replacement therapy would
increase  adherence  and
through adherence, increase
the efficacy of the treatment,"
Dr Ryder said. Of the 126 ado-
lescents enrolled in the study,
63 participants received MRT
plus financial incentives and 63
participants received only MRT
for one year. MRT included pre-
portioned meals totalling 1,200
calories per day, and financial
incentives were provided based
on reduction in body weight
from baseline. After 52 weeks,
the MRT plus financial incen-
tives group had a greater BMI
reduction (a reduction of 6 per-
centage points) and a greater
reduction in total body fat mass
(a loss of 4.8 kilograms) com-
pared to those who only
received MRT therapy.

"Using a cost-effectiveness
analysis, we looked at mean fat
mass lost between the two
treatments and found that
despite providing the additional
meal replacements for per
pound lost, it was cost-effective
to do so," Dr Ryder added.
Additional work is also needed
to develop interventions that
extend beyond one year, accord-
ing to the authors.

"While financial incentives
plus MRT appears to he a
longer-term strategy than MRT
alone, treatment withdrawal
will likely result in BMI
increase. As such, research is
needed to identify strategies
that are scalable and feasible in
the long term given the chronic
nature of obesity," the authors
wrote.

Hypertension guidelines do not include
potassium-enriched salt: Study

NEW SOUTH WALES [AUSTRALIA] : An
international panel of experts published
a suggestion in the scientific journal
Hypertension published by the American
Heart Association, calling for the inclu-
sion of low-sodium potassium-enriched
salt in hypertension therapy guidelines.

High levels of sodium intake and low
levels of potassium intake are wide-
spread, and both are linked to high blood
pressure (hypertension) and a greater
risk of stroke, heart disease and prema-
ture death. Using a salt substitute where
part of the sodium chloride is replaced
with potassium chloride addresses hoth
problems at once.

Professor Alta Schutte at The George
Institute for Global Health and UNSW
Sydney said that despite data from ran-
domised controlled trials demonstrating
the health benefits of potassium-
enriched, sodium-reduced salt substi-
tutes, they are rarely used.

"We found current clinical guidelines
offer incomplete and inconsistent recom-
mendations about the use of these salt
substitutes," she said.

"Given the wealth of evidence avail-
able, we feel it's time to include salt sub-
stitutes in treatment guidelines to help
address spiralling rates of uncontrolled
high blood pressure around the world
and reduce preventable deaths."

Potassium-enriched salt can be used
as a direct replacement for regular salt
(sodium chloride) when seasoning, pre-
serving or manufacturing foods.
Importantly, while other salt reduction
strategies make foods taste less salty,
switching to potassium-enriched salt is

"No issues with serious
harm from hyperkalaemia
were recorded in any of the
trials to date, though all were
done in clinical settings. Our
recommendation for use in
hypertension is based on
patients being managed by a
healthcare worker.
Healthcare workers know not
to recommend potassium-
enriched salt in the presence
of kidney disease and risks
Jor these patients can be
avoided."

undetectable by most people. "Unwanted
taste effects are the main reason why
efforts to reduce salt intake have failed
for more than two decades. The willing-
ness of patients to keep using potassium-
enriched salt removes that barrier, which
is why it can be a game-changer," Prof
Schutte added. A global collaboration of
researchers from the US, Australia,
Japan, South Africa and India reviewed
32 separate hypertension treatment
guidelines - two from global organisa-
tions, five from regional organisations
and 25 from country organisations - pub-
lished between 1 January 2013 and 21
June 2023. They found all guidelines
referred to sodium reduction, with most
recommending reducing salt intake.

Many also recommended increasing
dietary potassium intake, but only two -
the Chinese and European guidelines -
made a specific recommendation for
using potassium-enriched salt.

Dr Tom Frieden, President and CEO of
Resolve to Save Lives, a global public
health organisation focused on prevent-
ing 100 million deaths from cardiovascu-
lar disease, said that the number of peo-
ple living with hypertension had doubled
in the past 30 years to about 1.3 billion.
"High blood pressure kills more than ten
million people every year - almost 20
people every minute. Twenty percent of
these deaths can be linked to a single cul-
prit: eating too much salt," he said.
"Based on the evidence, there is little

doubt that most patients with hyperten-
sion and their families should reduce
their overall salt intake and, when choos-
ing to consume salt, should switch from
regular salt to potassium-enriched salt.
This will help reduce blood pressure and
protect against serious complications
such as stroke and premature death."
Dr Frieden emphasized the shift
required to our food environment. "As a
society, we must prioritize availability
and accessibility of low-sodium, potassi-
um-enriched salts - at home, in restau-
rants, and in grocery stores. These prod-
ucts should not be marketed or priced as
a luxury. Low-sodium, potassium-
enriched salt can become the new
default." Another barrier to uptake has

been concerns about causing elevate
levels of potassium in the blood (hyper
kalaemia) in people with advanced kic
ney disease.

Professor Bruce Neal, Executiv
Director at The George Institut
Australia and Professor of Clinice
Epidemiology at Imperial Colleg
London, said it is clear that patients wit
advanced kidney disease should not us
potassium-enriched salts, but thi
applies to a very small proportion of th
population, and these patients ar
already recommended to avoid sa
intake.

"No issues with serious harm fror
hyperkalaemia were recorded in any ¢
the trials to date, though all were done i
clinical settings. Our recommendatio
for use in hypertension is based o
patients being managed by a healthcar
worker. Healthcare workers know not t
recommend potassium-enriched salt i
the presence of kidney disease and risk
for these patients can be avoided."

The authors argued that given potas
sium-enriched salt is one of the fey
dietary interventions patients compl
with long-term, it is logical to at leas
consider the use of potassium-enriche
salt for all those with hypertension.

"We strongly encourage clinice
guideline bodies to review their recom
mendations about the use of potassium
enriched salt substitutes at the earlies
opportunity - if the world switched fror
using regular salt to potassium-enriche
it would prevent millions of strokes an
heart attacks every year at very lo
cost," added Prof Schutte.
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Himanta Sarma exhorts industrialists not to hire
illegal Bangladeshi mlgrants as cheap labour

DISPUR

Assam chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Monday exhorted indus-
trialists not to hire illegal
Bangladeshi migrants in
their units for "cheap
labour". ddressing a press
conference here after
meeting slew of industrial
leaders from corporate
houses including the
Tatas, Adani Group and
Mahindras, Sarma said
there is a need to "strike at
the roots" of the illegal
migration from
Bangladesh problem by
not hiring such migrants.
He explained that there
are middlemen hired by
the industry to get cheap
labour from Bangladesh,
and the industry has to
decide not to employ such
labour. hen asked if the
issue featured during his

discussions with industry
captains over the week-
end, Sarma said there is
no need to "remphasise"
an issue on which Assam
has been fighting since
1979. The state is looking
at investment commit-

ments of Rs 1 lakh crore
from the central govern-
ment and entities allied
with it at the upcoming
"Advantage Assam 2.0"
investment summit to be

held
February.

in Guwahati in
Attrac  ting

| !
O

invest-ments in sectors
such as tourism, semicon-
ductors and defence is the
other focus area of the
summit to be held on
February 25-26.

He said the Tata group's
mega Rs 27,000-crore

Sensex plunges 1,258 points to settle at
77,964; lety tumbles 388 pomts to 23,616

MUMBAI

Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty crashed
1.6 per cent on Monday
due to an across-the-board
selloff, as concerns over
third-quarter earnings
growth and the continued
flight of foreign capital
sapped risk  appetite.
Besides, traders said that
the new HMP virus scare,
depreciating rupee and
weak trend in Asian mar-
kets further weighed on
sentiment. Extending loss-
es, the 30-share BSE
benchmark Sensex tanked
1,258.12 points or 1.59 per
cent to close below the
78,000 level at 77,964.99.
During the day, it plunged
1,441.49 points or 1.81 per
cent to 77,781.62. The
NSE  Nifty  slumped
388.70 points or 1.62 per
cent to 23,616.05. From

the 30-share blue-chip
pack, Tata Steel, NTPC,
Kotak Mahindra Bank,
IndusIind Bank, Power

Grid, Zomato, Adani
Ports, Asian  Paints,
Mahindra & Mahindra and

Reliance Industries were
among the biggest lag-
gards. "The Indian equity
markets are witnessing a
sharp decline today, with
both Nifty and Bank Nifty

slipping below their 200-
day moving averages
(DMA). The sell-off can
be attributed to a rise in
Foreign Institutional
Investor (FII) selling and
concerns surrounding the
upcoming Q3 earnings
season. "Additionally,
fears related to the new
HMPV have added to the
bearish sentiment, trigger-
ing fresh rounds of selling

after the recent counter-
trend pullback rally,"
Santosh Meena, Head of
Research, Swastika
Investmart, said. Foreign
Institutional Investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities
worth Rs 4,227.25 crore
on Friday after a day's

breather, according to
exchange data. In Asian
markets, Seoul settled
higher while Tokyo,

Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended lower. European
markets were trading on a
mixed note. US markets
ended in positive territory
on Friday. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude
dipped 0.25 per cent to
USD 76.32 a barrel. The
BSE benchmark tumbled
720.60 points or 0.90 per
cent to close at 79,223.11
on Friday. The Nifty
tanked 183.90 points or
0.76 per cent to 24,004.75

ArcelorMittal is closing this
business, 3500 jobs are at risk

SOUTH AFRICA

The giant steel company
ArcelorMittal has decided
to close one of its major
businesses in  South
Africa. The company has
announced the closure of
the business making long-
steel products under its
unit ArcelorMittal South
Africa Limited. This deci-
sion may affect the jobs of
about 3,500 people.
ArcelorMittal said in a
statement that high logis-
tics and energy costs, as
well as government policy
intervention, have made it
difficult for them to work
here. The move will affect
the Newcastle and
Vereeniging Works as well
as the rail and structure
unit Amras, although coke
production will continue
in Newcastle.

Cheap imports from China
The company said that

South Africa's steel indus-
try is facing the biggest
challenge since the 2008
financial crisis. It also said
that the decline in global
and local steel markets,
high expenses and
increase in  low-cost
imports have harmed the
business. Cheap imports,
especially from China,
have a big role in this. The

company's CEO Kobus
Verster said that we are
disappointed that all our
efforts of last year have
not resulted in a perma-
nent solution.

This news is no less than a
blow to South Africa's
coalition government
which is engaged in reviv-
ing the industry in the
country. South Africa's

economy has grown at an
average annual rate of less
than 1% in the last decade.
ArcelorMittal South
Africa is expected to post
a big loss for the year to
December. The company
said that it said its head-
line loss per share will be
4.06 rand to 4.41 rand,
while it was 1.70 rand a
year ago.

investment for a semicon-
ductor assembly plant is on
schedule, and the first
phase will be inaugurated
in either November or
December this year.

Apart from that, the Tatas
have also evinced interest
to set up a 500-MW solar
capacity in the state, he
said, adding that an indus-
trial policy is in the works
where fallow land being
held by tea estates can be
converted to put solar
power capacity.

Sarma said given the state's
proximity to the northeast-
ern theatre which sees
maximum deployment of
Army, the state is also
looking to attract invest-
ments into defence produc-
tion and repair.This aspect
has featured during his
interactions with the Adani
group and Mahindras,
Sarma added.

CCI probe order on Amazon, Flipkart:
Supreme Court transfers all pending
cases to Karnataka high court

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday transferred to
Karnataka High Court peti-
tions of Amazon and
Flipkart, challenging a
Competition Commission
of India order for a probe
into the e-commerce giants
for alleged malpractices. A
bench of Justice Abhay S
Oka and Justice Ujjal
Bhuyan said if pleadings in
some of the transferred
petitions were not complet-
ed, the judge seized of the
matter would grant reason-
able time to complete the
pleadings. "It will be appro-
priate if all the petitions
which are the subject matter
of this transfer petition are
transferred for hearing to
the High Court of
Karnataka," the bench said.
During  the  hearing,

Attorney  General R
Venkataramani  informed
the apex court that, after fil-
ing of the present petition
by fair trade regulator the
Competition Commi-ssion
of India (CCI), five pleas
had been filed in different
high courts. he top court
directed that these petitions
be transferred to the High
Court of Karnataka. "If sim-
ilar petitions are hereafter
instituted in any other high
court, the same shall be also
covered by this order," the
bench said. The apex court

had earlier issued a notice
on the plea filed by the CClI,
which sought the transfer of
the petitions filed by the e-
commerce giants from the
high courts to the top court
or Delhi High Court. In its
plea before the top court,
the CCI sought directions to
transfer either to the
Supreme Court or Delhi
High Court the cases pend-
ing before the high courts of

Allahabad, Madras,
Telangana, Punjab and
Haryana, Delhi, and
Karnataka.

NCLAT to hear Meta plea against fair trade
regulator CCI's penalty on January 16

(O\) Meta

NEW DELHI

Meta Platforms Inc on
Monday moved corporate
appellate tribunal NCLAT
against the order passed
by fair trade regulator
CCI, which imposed a
penalty of Rs 213.14
crore for abuse of its dom-
inant position. The peti-
tion was mentioned
before a National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) bench
which also comprised its
Chairperson Justice
Ashok Bhushan. Senior
advocates Kapil Sibal and
Mukul Rohatgi appearing
for Meta requested for an
urgent hearing in the mat-
ter considering the impor-
tance and nature of the
matter. A three-member
bench, which also consist-
ed of technical members
Barun Mitra and Arun
Baroka, directed listing

the petition on January 16
for hearing. On
November 18, the
Competition Commission
of India (CCI) had
imposed a penalty of Rs
213.14 crore on social
media major Meta for
unfair business ways with
respect to WhatsApp pri-
vacy policy update done
in 2021. Besides, the
competition watchdog has
directed Meta to cease
and desist from anti-com-

India's service

month

MUMBAI

India's service sector saw a
spectacular growth in the
month of December. S&P
Global said this in a survey
result on Monday. In
December, the service sec-
tor performed impressive-
ly and reached a four-
month high. The survey
result is known as the
Purchasing Managers
Index (PMI), which rose to
59.3 in December as
against 58.4 in November.
However, the survey report
says that growth in the
service sector has shrunk
to manufacturing. Its PMI
fell to a 12-month low of
54.1 in December. The
HSBC India Services
Purchasing Managers
Index (PMI) was 58.4 in
November, 58.5 in
October and 57.7 in
September.

Meaning of PMI Index

The PMI is based on a sur-
vey among purchasing
managers of 400 compa-
nies. An index above 50
indicates expansion, while
an index below 50 indi-
cates contraction. HSBC
economist Ines Lam said
India's service sector com-
panies expressed strong
optimism in December. As
a result, the PMI reached a
four-month high. The sur-
vey said cost burdens
increased marginally in

petitive practices. Meta
and WhatsApp have also
been asked to implement
certain behavioural reme-
dies within a defined
timeline to address the
anti-competition issues,
according to a CCI order.
The regulator has called
for implementing various
remedial measures,
including barring
WhatsApp from sharing
data collected on its plat-
form with other Meta

1

companies or Meta com-
pany products for adver-
tising purposes for five
years. Among other direc-
tions, CCI has said that
sharing of user data col-
lected on WhatsApp with
other Meta companies or
Meta company products
for purposes other than
for providing WhatsApp
services shall not be made
a condition for users to
access WhatsApp service
in India.

sector at four-

December although more
spending was reported on
food, labor and materials,
as selling price inflation
also eased during the
month.

Contribution of service
sector to GDP

The service sector is the
backbone of India's econo-
my. It contributes more
than half of the country's
gross domestic product or
GDP. India's economy
grew 8.2% in FY 2023-24,

hlgh in _December

boosted by a 7.8% expan-
sion in the January-March
2024 quarter and exceeded
the Reserve Bank of
India's  projected 7%
growth rate for that finan-
cial year. GDP growth
declined to 6.7% in the
first quarter of 2024-25,
the slowest pace in five
quarters. India's economic
growth slowed further to
5.4% in the second quarter
of FY25, the slowest in
nearly two years.

Business expenses rise
Service sector companies
saw their business expens-
es rise in December but the
inflation rate moderated
from November's 15-
month high. Anecdotal
evidence suggests compa-
nies paid more for food,

labor and  materials.
Reflecting a further rise in
input costs, companies

raised their own charges
again in December.

Vegetable and food prices put a burden on the
pocket, Veg-Non Veg thah became expensive

MUMBAI

The rising prices of vegetables and
food items in December have had a
huge impact on the pockets of com-
mon people. The sharp rise in the
prices of everyday items like pota-
toes, onions and tomatoes has
increased the cost of veg and non-
veg thali by 6% and 12% respec-
tively on an annual basis. At the
same time, the prices of broiler
chicken have also seen an increase
of 20%. However, on a month-on-
month basis, there has been some
relief in the prices of veg thali,
while the prices of non-veg thali
have increased. Let us know
through the Crisil report how this
inflation affected the prices of the
thali.

Veg and non-veg thali became

expensive
According to the report of Crisil
Limited, due to the rise in veg-
etable prices, the price of home-
made vegetarian thali increased by
6 per cent on an annual basis to Rs
31.60 in December, which was Rs
29.70 a year ago. A sharp rise in the
price of key staples like potatoes
and tomatoes - which account for
24 per cent of the cost of a vegetar-
ian thali - drove the rise.
Meanwhile, the price of a non-veg-
etarian thali rose 12 per cent year-
on-year to Rs 63.30 from Rs 56.40
a year ago. Tomato prices rose 24
per cent year-on-year to Rs 47 per
kg from Rs 38 in December, while
potato prices rose 50 per cent to Rs
36 per kg from Rs 24 a year ago.
The steep rise in potato prices is
attributed to an estimated 6 per cent

drop in production due to poor
yields caused by the late blight
virus in key states like Punjab,
Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat.

Vegetable oil prices also rose 16
per cent year-on-year due to high
import duty and increased seasonal

demand during the festive and
wedding season. The increase in
the cost of non-vegetarian thali was
due to an estimated 20 per cent
year-on-year increase in the price
of broiler chicken, which accounts
for 50 per cent of the total cost.

Crisil said the sharp jump in broil-
er prices is due to the low base of
last year, when production was

higher.

Prices fall compared to
November

However, vegetarian food saw

some relief on a monthly basis.
Vegetarian thali prices fell 3 per
cent to Rs 31.60 in December from
Rs 32.70 in November due to a 12
per cent drop in tomato prices due
to fresh supplies from Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra and Gujarat.
A 2 per cent drop in potato prices
and a 12 per cent drop in onion
prices also contributed to the
month-on-month reduction.

Non-vegetarian thali prices rose 3
per cent month-on-month, from Rs
61.50 in November to Rs 63.30 in
December. Crisil said this was due

to an 11 per cent rise in broiler
chicken prices, which was further
aggravated by reduced production
amid a cold wave in northern India,
rising festive season demand and
increased feed costs.

Significant fall in fuel prices
There has been tremendous relief
in fuel prices. The price of a 14.2
kg LPG cylinder in Delhi fell 11
per cent year-on-year to Rs 803 in
December from Rs 903 a year ago.
Retail inflation based on CPI fell
from a 14-month high of 6.21 per
cent in October to a three-month
low of 5.48 per cent in November.
Rising thali prices reflect the direct
impact of food inflation on house-
hold expenditure, with the average
cost of preparing food serving as an
important barometer of consumer
distress.




N ATIONAL

THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com
Tuesday, 07 January 2025

Delhi government directs hospitals to stay
prepared amld concerns over HMPYV surge

AGENCY B

NEW DELHI : Delhi govern-
ment on Monday directed all the
hospitals in the capital to remain
fully prepared to manage a
potential surge in respiratory ill-
nesses following the detection of
two cases of Human Metapneu-
movirus (HMPV) in Karnataka.
In a directive marked "Most
Urgent", Delhi health minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj instructed
the health and family welfare
department to closely monitor
the situation, and remain in con-
stant touch with the Union health
ministry for timely updates.
"Hospitals under the Delhi gov-
ernment must be fully equipped
to handle any potential increase
in respiratory illnesses, as
advised by the Union health
ministry," the directive issued by
Bharadwaj said.The health sec-
retary has been tasked with

Assam Congress plans massive statewide
reorganisation for 2026 assembly polls

inspecting three government
hospitals daily, beginning with
the largest facilities, and submit
detailed reports on several key
parameters, including availabili-
ty of medicines as per the essen-
tial drug list, ICU beds, and the
operational status of PSA oxy-
gen plants and radiological
equipment.The hospitals are also
required to ensure the availabili-
ty of data entry operators at the

OPD and IPD counters, besides
adhering to the standard operat-
ing procedures for acute respira-
tory illnesses.The directions
came after the Union health min-
istry confirmed that the Indian
Council of Medical Research
had detected two cases of
HMPV in Karnataka through
routine surveillance for multiple
respiratory viral pathogens.First,
a three-month-old female infant

with a history of bronchopneu-
monia was diagnosed with
HMPV after being admitted to
Baptist Hospital in Bengaluru.
She has now been discharged.
In the second case, an eight-
month-old male infant, also with
a history of bronchopneumonia,
tested positive for HMPV on
January 3 at Baptist Hospital. He
is now recovering, the ministry
said."It is important to track the
trends in respiratory illnesses
across the national capital and
act promptly on any issues
requiring attention. Any matter
needing immediate decisions
should be reported directly over
phone," Bharadwaj said in the
directive.The minister's office
underscored that HMPV is
already in circulation globally,
including in India, with respira-
tory illnesses associated with the
virus being reported from vari-
ous countries.

Several miners trapped in coal
mine in Assam's Dima Hasao
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DISPUR : Several miners
are feared trapped inside a
coal mine in a remote area
in the north-east Indian
state of Assam and the state
has requested the army's
assistance in rescue opera-
tions, authorities said on
Monday.As of Monday
evening, rescue operations
were underway, and author-
ities were "ascertaining the
exact number of people
trapped," Assam Director
General of Police GP Singh
told Reuters."As of now,
input indicates that num-
bers would be in single dig-
its. The State Disaster
Response Force has been
pressed into service," he
said.The mine is in a
remote area in Assam's
hilly Dima Hasao district.
Local media reported the
miners were trapped by

flooding."We have request-

ed the Army's assistance in
the ongoing rescue opera-
tion. The State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF)
and the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
are also on their way to the
incident site to aid in the
efforts," Assam chief minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma
wrote on X.The Dima
Hasao district's superinten-
dent of Police (SP) and
administrative head
(Deputy  Commissioner)

were on their way to the
spot.Mayank Kumar Jha,
Dima Hasao SP, told
Reuters the area was very
"remote" and "difficult to
reach".Coal mine-related
disasters in the remote
northeastern part of India
are not uncommon. In one
of the biggest disasters, in
2019, at least 15 miners
were buried while working
in an illegal mine in the
neighbouring state of
Meghalaya after water from
a nearby river flooded it.

Swami Sachchidananda doing pilgrimage for Maha Kumbh
in 'Devalaya Bus world's heaviest crystal Shivling is here

DISPUR : Assam Congress president Bhupen
Kumar Borah on Sunday said he will carry out
a statewide reshuffle of all office-bearers of &
the party in February, with an eye on the
assembly elections next year.In an interview
with PTI, he said around 90 per cent of the §
office-bearers will be changed after assessmg 9’ 1
their capability, loyalty and performance in ﬁf\

the last three-and-half years."I'll carry out a = ]
statewide reshuffle in February to strengthen the party, keeping an eye on the next
year's assembly elections," Borah said.He also spoke about the forthcoming panchay-
at election in the state and the party's preparedness for it."No alliance will take place
at state level, but district units have been authorised to take a decision on the alliance
with like-minded opposition parties," Borah said.The Congress state chief also men-
tioned the party's preparation for the assembly elections in Assam in 2026 and elabo-
rated various programmes including several 'yatras' planned during the year.

Many big Congress leaders join BJP camp,
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MAHAKUMBH NAGAR : The
country's biggest religious event i.e.
Maha Kumbh is about to start, a
large number of people are reaching
to participate in this event. There are
many saints in this who were wait-
ing for Maha Kumbh for a long
time. There is also a saint who does
not stay in a hut, but in a bus where
a complete temple is also estab-
lished.A white colored bus standing
in the camp being built near
Alopshankari  intersection  on

Nithari Killings case: Supreme Court to hear on

Sangam Lower Road in Sector-18
for the last one month is attracting
everyone's attention, in which the
world's heaviest 'crystal' Shivling is

kept. Swami Sachchidananda

Chaitanya Ji told 'PTI-Bhasha’, "In
the year 1992, for Ujjain Simhastha
Kumbh, his guru Shri Laxman
Chaitanya Brahmachari Ji got this
bus prepared, which he named 'Shri
Shri Harsiddhi'. This bus is the
provider of all siddhis. After this he
visited all the pilgrimage places.He
told that Dr. Shri Laxman Chaitanya
Brahmachari Maharaj was the suc-
cessor disciple of Dharma Samrat
Swami Shri Karpatri Ji Maharaj and
was the long-time president of All
India Dharma Sangh in Varanasi. He
told, "Guru ji had built a square tank

on top of the bus in which he col-
lected the holy water of all those pil-
grimages, lakes which are described
in the scriptures, Puranas. Then all
the 12 Jyotirlingas were anointed
with this water and the sphatik
Shivling kept here was touched by
those 12 Jyotirlingas." Swami
Sachchidanand Chaitanya told that
in 2001 Guru ji attained salvation in
Kashi, after which his disciple Guru
Maa Dr. Kalyani Chaitanya
Brahmacharini (Amma ji) also spent
her entire life in this bus and in 2023
Guru Maa also left her body.

Tigress found dead in Bhandara
district, electrocution suspected;

CM Dhami said 'Welcome

DEHRADUN: Ahead of the
urban local body elections in
Uttarakhand, many senior lead-
ers of the party, including
Congress state unit vice-presi-
dent Mathura Dutt Joshi, joined
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). Joshi was reportedly
unhappy after the party high
command did not give ticket to
his wife for the mayor seat in

Pithoragarh. Other leaders who

joined BJP today include former Congress state unit vice-president Bittu
Karnataka and two-time district panchayat president Jagat Singh Khati. Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami and BJP state unit president Mahendra Bhatt
welcomed the leaders into the ruling party at the party's state office here last
Saturday.Today, Chief Minister Dhami welcomed the three senior Congress
leaders into the BJP and expressed confidence that the party will benefit from
their energy and ability in the civic elections. He also questioned the under-
standing of the Congress leadership and said that qualified and good people
have no value in the Congress.Describing the leaders who left Congress and
joined BJP as hardworking and capable people, Dhami expressed confidence
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that BJP will benefit from their experience in the civic elections.The Chief

Minister said that there is no respect for capable and good people in
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Congress. The leaders who left Congress and joined BJP said that Congress

is not giving proper respect to dedicated workers. Joshi said that he joined
BJP because there is no respect for honest workers in Congress.He said, "I
worked with full honesty in Congress but there is no respect for all this in the

party. That is why I have taken membership of BJP.

Police file chargesheet in Baba Siddique murder
case : 'Anmol Bishnoi ordered hit to strike fear'

New Delhi :

Police on Monday filed a
charge sheet in NCP leader Baba Siddique's
murder case stating that gangster Anmol

Bishnoi carried out the killing to create an [§5

atmosphere of fear through his organised [
crime syndicate.The 4,590-page charge
sheet was filed in a special court against 26
arrested accused and three wanted persons,
including Anmol Bishnoi, the brother of
jailed gangster Lawrence Bishnoi.As per the charge sheet, Anmol Bishnoi hatched a
conspiracy to kill Siddique with the intention to instil fear and dominance over the
crime syndicate.Besides Anmol Bishnoi, the other wanted accused are Mohammad
Yasin Akhtar and Shubham Lonkar.Police have so far arrested 26 people and invoked
stringent Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime (MCOC) Act against them.

NEW DELHI : India has
launched two special cate-
gory visa for international
students intending to pur-
sue higher education in
academic institutions in the
country.The 'e-student visa'
and 'e-student-x' visa have
been introduced by the
Ministry of Home Affairs
and all applicants will have
to use the 'Study in India'
(SII) portal launched by the
government, officials said.
The e-student visa facility
can be availed by eligible
foreign students registered
on the SII portal while e-
student-x visa is offered to
the dependents of those
holding e-student visas,
they said.The SII portal

'BJP only national party owned by people and
Maharashtra CM Fadnavis

party workers' :
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NEW DELHI : Maharashtra
chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Sunday said that
the BJP is the only national
party that is not “owned” by
any family but by its workers.
Speaking at a party event,
Fadnavis called BJP a demo-
cratic organisation. There are
more than 2,300 registered par-
ties in the country but those
that are national parties can be
counted on fingertips, he said.
There are only two parties —
the BJP and the Communist
Party of India — that are not
owned by any family, he
said.Almost all of the 2,300
parties are privately owned,
Fadnavis said.“The Communist
Party of India is no longer a
national party. But the BJP is
the only national party that is
owned by people and party

workers. No leader owns the

party and it has its own consti-
tution,” Fadnavis said. The
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) is a national
party.Referring to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s rise
from humble beginnings,
Fadnavis said the BJP is the
only party where a boy who
once sold tea becomes the CM
(of Gujarat) and then the
PM.He said Modi had no rela-

tive in politics and no godfa-
ther, but could still reach the
top position.Narrating his own
political journey, Fadnavis said
he started at the booth level,
became ward president and
went on to become the CM
thrice. “This is possible only in
the BJP. This is a party of peo-
ple and party workers,” he
added.He also launched the
party’s special membership
drive in Nagpur. Fadnavis said
BJP has enrolled 11 crore
members that have been veri-
fied and it has become the
world's largest political
party.The BJP has set the target
of enrolling 1.5 crore members
from Maharashtra.Talking to
reporters later, Fadnavis said
the special membership drive is
being held at 1 lakh booths
across the state with an aim of
enrolling 25 lakh members on
Sunday.

: The Supreme Court on
Monday said it would on March 25 hear a
batch of pleas against the acquittal of
Surendra Koli in the 2006 Nithari serial
killings case.A bench of Justices B R
Gavai and Augustine George Masih was
informed by solicitor general Tushar
Mehta that the case was over the "very
serious and gruesome" killings in Nithari,
UPKoli's counsel said the evidence
against his client was a confessional state-
ment, recorded several days after his
police custody in the case.The bench
directed its registry to summon the trial
court records in other connected matters
expeditiously and supply its copies to the
lawyers appearing in the matter.In 2024,
the apex court agreed to examine separate

Govt launches two special categorles visas for international students

March 25 pleas against Surendra Koli's acquittal

pleas filed by the CBI and the UP govern-
ment challenging the Allahabad High

Court's decision acquitting Koli on
October 16, 2023.The bench had sought a
response from Koli on the petitions and
tagged it with similar pending pleas.The
top court in May, 2024, agreed to hear a
plea filed by the father of one of the vic-
tims challenging the high court's acquittal
verdict.Koli was awarded death penalty
on September 28, 2010 by the trial
court.Moninder Singh Pandher and his
domestic help Koli were accused of rape
and murder of persons, mostly children, in
their neighbourhood in Nithari, UP.The
high court acquitted them in the death
penalty case and said the prosecution had
failed to prove their guilt "beyond reason-
able doubt" while calling it a "botched up"
investigation.

facilitates the admission

process of international stu-
dents who wish to pursue
either long-term or short-
term courses in India.
Students will need to apply
for a visa separately on the
portal https://indianvisaon-
line.gov.in/ but the authen-
ticity of their application
will be checked by SII
ID.Hence it is mandatory
for students to apply to

Indian nurse's
case handled by
Houthis, her death
sentence not rati-
fied by president:
Yemeni embassy

NEW DELHI : The capi-
tal punishment handed to
Indian nurse Nimisha
Priya by a Yemeni court
has not been ratified by
President Rashad al-Alimi,
the West Asian nation's
embassy said on Monday.
The embassy issued the
clarification to a media
outlet following its report
on the case.The Yemeni
government emphasises
that the entire case has
been handled by the
Houthi militias, and there-

fore, Rashad Al-Alimi,
Chairman of the
Presidential Leadership

Council, Yemen has not
ratified this judgment, the
mission said.

Indian higher educational
institutions through SII
website, the officials said.
Students may apply for the
visa after receiving an
admission offer letter from
any of the SII partner insti-
tutes.The e-student visa
will be granted to such for-
eign nationals who obtain
admission to studying in
India and who wish to pur-
sue such studies, regular,

one person detained

NEW DELHI : A tigress was |
found dead in a forest in =
Mabharashtra's Bhandara dis-

trict on Monday, following

was |
detained for questioning, an
official said.The carcass of the

which one person

3-year-old tigress was found in compartment number 74
in Jhanjhariya in Tumsar forest range, he added."There
are burn marks on the body. It suggests the culprit may
have tried to burn it. The organs are intact," Deputy
Conservator of Forest Rahul Gavai said.Another official
said the tigress may have been electrocuted, adding that
one person had been detained for questioning.The
Tumsar police and forest department officials are prob-
ing the case, he said."The carcass has been sent for post
mortem and we are awaiting the report. This is the sec-
ond tiger deaths in the past few days in Tumsar.

full-time, courses of under
graduate, post graduation,
PhD and such other formal
programmes at educational
institutes duly recognised
by the statutory and regula-
tory body in India, the offi-
cials said.

Student visas are issued for
up to five years, depending
on the duration of the
course. They can also be
extended in India.Further,
those having valid e-stu-
dent visas can enter India
from any desired port of
immigration check post,
the officials said.The SII is
a flagship project of the
Ministry of Education
which hosts international
students seeking higher
education through its 600+
partner institutes offering

more than 8000+ diverse
courses in disciplines such
as engineering & technolo-
gy, management, agricul-
ture, sciences, arts and
humanities, language stud-
ies, commerce, law, para-
medical sciences covering
pharmacy, nursing, and
select niche courses like
Buddhist Studies, Yoga,
etc.Furthermore, they are
available in different lev-
els, from Undergraduate
(Bachelors), Post-graduate
(Masters), Doctoral level
(PhD) and certification-
based courses.Due to the
availability of an array of
options (in courses), the
students have the flexibility
to choose the course of
their interest and study in
premier Indian institutes.

Third successive foggy morning
in Delhi, 51 trains delayed
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NEW DELHI : Vehicles
ply on road amid fog, in
New Delhi, Saturday, Jan.
4, 2025. Dense fog
enveloped the national
capital on Saturday, reduc-
ing visibility to zero for an
unprecedented nine-hour
stretch, the longest spell of
the season, according to
the weather department.A
thick layer of fog envelo-
ped several areas of Delhi
for a third consecutive
morning, leading to 51
trains being delayed, offi-
cials said on Sunday.The
Met office said there was
zero visibility at Palam
between 4 am and 7:30am.
On Saturday, Palam had
recorded a nine-hour spell
of zero visibility. General
visibility at the Palam and

Fd 7N L
the Safdarjung airports
was reduced to zero in
very dense fog at 7:30
am.In a related develop-
ment, the national capital's
air quality was in the 'very
poor' category, with an Air
Quality Index (AQI) read-
ing of 372 at 9 am, accord-
ing to Central Pollution
Control Board data.An
AQI between zero and 50
is considered 'good', 51
and 100 'satisfactory', 101
and 200 'moderate’, 201

and 300 'poor', 301 and
400 'very poor', and 401
and 500 'severe'.The mini-
mum temperature settled
two notches above normal
at 9.4 degrees Celsius. The
humidity level was record-
ed at 95 per cent at
8:30am.

The Met office has pre-
dicted dense to very dense
fog during the day. The
maximum temperature is
likely to settle around 18
degrees Celsius.




INTERNATIONAL

Bangladesh’s International Crimes Tribunal
issues second arrest warrant against ex-PM Hasina
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DHAKA: Bangladesh’s
International Criminal
Tribunal (ICT) on Monday
issued arrest warrants
against deposed prime min-
ister Sheikh Hasina and 11
others, including former
military generals and an ex-
police chief, for their
alleged role in incidents of
enforced disappearances.
This was the second arrest
warrant by the ICT against
Hasina, who fled to India
after her Awami League
regime's toppling following
unprecedented anti-govern-
ment protests in August last
year. The tribunal has so far
recorded three  cases
against her."Justice Md
Golam Mortuza Moju
mdar, chairman of the tri-
bunal, issued the arrest
warrant after hearing a
prosecution plea,” an ICT

official said. The Inspector
General of Police was
ordered to arrest the twelve
people, including Hasina,
and produce them before
the tribunal on February 12
in the case filed over com-
plaints of enforced disap-
pearances of several hun-
dred people. The deposed

premier’s  then-defence
adviser Major General
(retd) Tarique Ahmed

Siddique and former IGP
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Benazir Ahmed are among
those named in the case.
While Siddique is currently
under custody, Ahmed is
believed to be on the run.

ICT Chief Prosecutor
Mohammad Tajul Islam did
not disclose the names of
most of the accused “in the
interest of investigations
and their arrest” .“The next
hearing for this case is also
scheduled for February 12.
The tribunal has instructed

that the investigation report
be submitted on that day if
completed,” Islam later
told reporters. He, howev-
er, said if the investigation

report could not be submit-
ted by then, the Ilaw
enforcement agencies

would have to provide a
progress report on the
arrests. Islam told the tribu-
nal that the ousted regime
had established a culture of
enforced disappearances
under state sponsorship.
The chief prosecutor
alleged that those involved
in carrying out these disap-
pearances were rewarded.
He added that agencies like
the elite anti-crime Rapid
Action Battalion (RAB),
the police’s Detective
Branch (DB), the Counter
Terrorism  and  Trans
national Crime (CTTC)
unit, and the Directorate
General of Forces

Two major defense deals between India-France in
final stages, PM Modi to visit Paris in February
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NEW DELHI: Two major
defense deals between
India and France are now
in the final stages, estimat-
ed to be worth over $10
billion in total. These deals
could bring significant
changes to the Indian
defense sector, including
Rafale-M fighter jets and
Scorpene-class sub-
marines. These deals will
be presented to the Indian
Cabinet Committee on
Security  (CCS)  for
approval and they will be
ready for approval in the
next few weeks. The first
major deal among these
deals is the purchase of 26
Rafale-M  fighter jets,
which will be purchased
for the Indian Navy's air-
craft carriers. Rafale air-
craft have already been
inducted by the Indian Air
Force, and now they will

be important for the Navy.
These aircraft will be
added to the Indian Navy's
aircraft carriers such as
INS Vikramaditya and the

future INS  Vikrant.
Rafale-M fighter jets are
equipped with highly
advanced technology,
which will take the Indian
Navy's air power to a new
height. These aircraft have
state-of-the-art  weapon
systems, radars and com-
bat capabilities, which will
help strengthen maritime
defense. India already has
a large fleet of Rafale air-
craft, and now the addition
of these aircraft to the

Navy will further strength-
en Indian maritime securi-
ty. The second big deal is
the purchase of three addi-
tional Scorpene-class sub-
marines. Scor pene subma
rines are state -of-the -art
and highly advanced sub-
marines, which will fur-
ther strengthen the mar-
itime defense mechanism
of the Indian Navy. The
Indian Navy already has a
few submarines of this
class, and now the addition
of three more submarines
will further strengthen the
security situation in the
Indian seas. These sub-
marines will be used to

track and destroy enemy
submarines, monitor
enemy activities within the
sea and protect India's mar-
itime borders. Scorpene
submarines are equipped
with extreme stealth and
advanced technological
capabilities, which enable
them to evade any enemy
at sea. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is going to
visit Paris in February
2025, where he will attend
the Artificial Intelligence
Action Summit orga nized
by French  President
Emmanuel Macron. The
summit will discuss pro-
moting technological and
economic cooperation
between India and France.
Along with this, there will
also be important discus-
sions on the defense coop-
eration of India and
France, and these two big
defense deals can be final-
ly approved .

Russia claims it captured another town in
eastern Ukralne but Kylv doesn't confirm loss
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KYIV: Russian troops in
eastern Ukraine have cap-
tured the stronghold of
Kurakhove after a months-
long  battle, Russia's
Defence Ministry claimed
Monday, adding the
wrecked town to the
Kremlin's list of conquests
in the partially occupied
Donetsk region during the
almost three-year war. The
claim, which drew no
response from Ukrainian
authorities, came a day
after the Russian Defense
Ministry said Ukrainian
forces had launched a new
thrust in Russia's Kursk
border region. The inaugu-
ration in two weeks' time
of U.S. President-elect
Donald Trump has brought
a new element of uncer-
tainty into the conflict and
triggered an apparent
effort by both sides to
establish battlefield gains

before any possible peace
talks are held. Trump has-
n't detailed his plans for
accomplishing his goal of
ending the fighting, but his

presence in the White
House is likely to signifi-
cantly affect how the war
plays out. Kurakhove is a
key stronghold for the
Ukrainian army on the
eastern front line. It has an
industrial zone, a thermal
power plant and a reser-
voir. It also sits on a high-
way running between east-
ern and southern Ukraine.
In November, The
Associated Press reported

from the town that some
7,000-10,000 people likely
remained in Kurakhove.
Its prewar population was
about twice that. The town
has been under relentless
attacks from artillery, mul-
tiple rocket launchers,
powerful guided bombs
and drones that have shat-
tered buildings. Ukrainian
officials usually comment
on major battlefield
defeats only days after
Russia announces them.
Russia has this year been
driving westward in a slow
and costly effort to capture
all of Donetsk. Ukraine is

Air strike in Sudan's capital
Khartoum, 10 killed, 30 others injured
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KHARTOUM: At least
10 people were killed and
30 others injured in an air
strike targeting an area
south of Sudan's capital
Khartoum on Sunday. A
volunteer group and local
media have given this
information. A local vol-
unteer  group  South
Khartoum  Emergency
Room said in a statement,
"Ten people were killed
and 30 others were
injured, including five
cases of burns, after an air
strike targeting Al-Sahrij
station in the Mayo neigh-
borhood south of
Khartoum."The  group
said that Al-Sahrij station
had been bombed three
times within a month. He
said that the area is usual-

.

ly crowded with civilians
due to the presence of a
market and many food

shops. Sudanese news
portal Al-Rakoba reported
on Sunday that most of the
people injured in the air
strike were transferred to
Bashir Hospital, located
about four km from the
scene. No group has
claimed responsibility for

the attack. According to
the latest estimates by
international  organiza-
tions, Sudan has been in
the grip of a devastating
civil conflict since mid-
April  2023. At least
29,683 people have lost
their lives in the conflict
and more than 14 million
people have been dis-
placed.

short of troops on the front
lines and is straining to
hold back the bigger
Russian army.

Russian forces are trying
to close in on nearby
Pokrovsk, which is a key
road junction and a rail
distribution center, fur-
nishing supplies to a broad
span of the Ukrainian front
line.In 2022, Moscow ille-
gally annexed the Donetsk
and neighboring Luhansk
regions, which make up
the Donbas industrial area,
together with southeastern
provinces of Kherson and
Zaporizhzhia. But Russian
forces don't fully control
any of the four. Ukraine is
keen to get new Western
military aid delivered
quickly, and President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
Sunday he hoped more
would be pledged later this
week at a meeting with
Western partners in
Germany.

Intelligence (DGFI) were
most frequently used for
the purpose."Over the past
15 years, a culture of fear
was established in
Bangladesh through
enforced disappearances
and crossfires.

Thousands of people were
abducted by various forces,
either in plainclothes or in
uniform. Most of them
never returned,” Islam told
journalists. Last month,
Dhaka officially sought
Hasina’s extradition from
India. While New Delhi
acknowledged the receipt
of the letter, it refrained
from commenting on it.
The ICT issued the first
arrest warrant against the
ex-premier on October 17
on charges of genocide and
crimes against humanity
committed during the July-
August protests and upris-
ing.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau may
resign soon, opposition is growing within the party
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OTTAWA: A media report
has said that Canadian
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau may resign as the
leader of the Liberal Party
this week due to internal
dissatisfaction and declin-
ing popularity in the party.
The 'Globe and Mail'
newspapet, citing sources,
said that it is not clear
when Trudeau will step
down, but his resignation
is expected before an
important meeting on
Wednesday. Trudeau has
been the Prime Minister of
Canada  since  2015.
Trudeau has been under
pressure from his Liberal
Party MPs to step down
for several months. A
source who recently spoke
to the Prime Minister said
that 53-year-old Trudeau
believes that he needs to
make a statement before
the party meeting (Liberal

caucus), so that it does not
look like he has been
forcibly removed by his
own MPs. Sources said
that it is not clear whether
Trudeau will step down
immediately or  will
remain the Prime Minister
until a new leader is elect-
ed. The report said the
Liberal Party's national
executive will decide on
leadership issues and is
scheduled to meet this
week. A source said on
Sunday that he estimates

Trudeau will remain in his
post until a new leader is
chosen. A Liberal Party
source said it would take at
least three months to
decide on the leadership,
although the party consti-
tution provides for a mini-
mum of four months. The
news of Trudeau's resigna-
tion comes at a time when
his popularity in the coun-
try is continuously declin-
ing and elections are to be
held in the country by the
end of October.

India condemns Pakistan's

AGENCY H

NEW DELHI: 46 inno-
cent civilians killed 46
innocent people, including
women and children, have
died in air strikes carried
out by Pakistan in
Afghanistan. According to
the Taliban government,
these attacks took place in
Barmal district of Paktika
province, where refugees
were targeted. Six others
were injured in the
attacks. The incident has
attracted the attention of
the international commu-
nity.

India expressed strong
objection

On Monday, India strong-
ly condemned these air
strikes, calling it
Pakistan's "old practice of
blaming neighbors for its
internal failures." The
Indian Foreign Ministry
said in a statement, "We

have taken note of media
reports of air strikes on
Afghan civilians, includ-
ing women and children.
Any attack on innocent
civilians must be unequiv-

ocally condemned."
Afghan government
protests attacks by
Pakistani army Afgh

anistan's Foreign Ministry
lodged strong protest over
the incident and sum-
moned the Pakistani envoy
in Kabul. The Afghan gov-

ernment said in its state-
ment that the Pakistani
army carried out this
attack when Pakistan's
civilian representative was
holding talks in Kabul.
Kabul called the attack a
betrayal between the two
countries and said "such
irresponsible actions will

have grave conse-
quences."Tehreek-e-Tali
ban  Pakistan (TTP)

spokesman Mohammad
Khurasani claimed that 50

attacks on Aghanlstan

people were killed in the air
strikes, including 27
women and children. The
TTP also said that these
refugees had fled
Afghanistan due to attacks
in Pakistan's north-west.
They also shared pictures of
children who were victims
of the attacks.

Questions  raised  on
Pakistan's strategy
Pakistan's special represen-
tative Mohammad Sadiq
had come to Kabul for
talks with Afghan officials.
But these attacks, which
took place a few hours
after the talks, have raised
questions about Pakistan's
intentions. This incident
has raised serious concerns
over regional stability.
India and Afghanistan have
categorically condemned
these actions of Pakistan
and sought intervention
from the international com-
munity.

Five Indian-origin men charged with

murder of Indian man in United States
-——',‘ —
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NEW YORK: Five
Indian-origin men have
been charged with murder
in the US in connection
with the death of a 35-
year-old man from India.
Sandeep Kumar, 34, of
South Ozone Park, New
York, was charged with
murder and conspiracy to
commit murder in connec-
tion with the death of
Kuldeep Kumar in
Manchester Township
around October 22, 2024,
according to a statement
on Saturday by Ocean
County Prosecutor
Bradley Billhimer and
Superintendent of the New
Jersey State Police Colonel
Patrick Callahan. Inves
tigation into Kuldeep's
death  revealed  that
Sandeep acted in concert
with other defendants in
carrying out Kuldeep
Kumar’s murder. Other

defendants in the case are

Sourav Kumar, 23, Gaurav
Singh 27, Nirmal Singh
30, and Gurdeep Singh 22,
all from Greenwood,
Indiana. On December 14,
2024, the Ocean County
Prosecutor’s Office Major
Crime Unit was contacted
for a report of a deceased
individual located in the

Greenwood Wildlife
Management Area in
Manchester ~ Township.

Law enforcement authori-
ties and detectives discov-
ered a deceased individual
in a state of advanced
decomposition, the state-
ment said. According to a

post-mortem examination
performed by the Ocean
County Medical
Examiner’s Office, the
cause of the individual’s
death was multiple gun-
shot wounds to the chest,
and the manner of death
was homicide. The indi-
vidual was identified as
Kuldeep Kumar of India.
Init ial investi gation by
the Ocean County
Prosecutor’s Office Major
Crime Unit and New
Jersey State Police Major
Crime Unit revealed that
Kumar had been reported
missing by family mem-
bers on October 26, 2024.

Following an investigation
that involved several law
enforcement agencies, it
was  determined  that
Sourav, Gaurav, Nirmal and
Gurdeep acted together and
in support of one another in
carrying out the murder of
Kuldeep Kumar. Sourav
and Gaurav were charged
with murder and conspiracy
to commit murder on
December 19. Nirmal and
Gurdeep were charged with
the same crimes on
December 20. They were
transported to Johnson
County Jail in Franklin,
Indiana, where they will
remain lodged pending
their extradition to New
Jersey. Sandeep was taken
into custody on January 3
and processed at the New
Jersey State Police Barracks
in Holmdel. Kumar was
later transported to the
Ocean County Jail, where
he is presently lodged pend-
ing a detention hearing.

Elon Musk calls UK PM Keir Starmer
'National Shame', demands resignation

AGENCY B

WASHINGTON: Billio
naire Elon Musk has
opened a front against UK
Prime  Minister Keir
Starmer and demanded his
resignation. Elon called
the British Prime Minister
a 'National Shame' in a
post on social media plat-
form X. The comments
come after Musk's repeat-
ed criticism of Starmer's
handling of gangs created
during his time as Director
of Public Prosecutions
(DPP) from 2008 to 2013.
In a series of posts, Musk
accused Starmer of failing
to bring the 'Jabar Jannah
gang' to justice.
Specifically targeted
Pakistani-Muslim groom-

ing gangs that systemati-
cally exploited young
girls. Musk's comments
have drawn public atten-
tion to the issue. However,
Health Secretary Wes
Streeting called Musk's
criticism "false and cer-
tainly misinformed." Musk
also criticised the Starmer
government for alleged
collusion and called for a
new election in July 2024
despite the Labour Party's
landslide victory. Amid all
this, critics including poll-
ster Luke Trial have
argued that Musk, who has
made comments against
British politics, has no
grasp on British politics.

Elon Musk also attacked
Jess Phillips, the minister
for the prevention of vio-

lence against women and
girls, suggesting that she
"deserves to be in prison"
for opposing a national
inquiry into the Oldham
scandal. Musk backed the
controversial Tommy
Robinson, who is currently
serving a prison sentence
for contempt of court. He
supported Robinson and
called for his release from

prison. Musk's involve
ment in UK politics took a
new turn when he criti-
cised Reform UK leader
Nigel Farage on X and
urged him to step down.
Musk said, "Farage is not
doing what he's supposed
to do" and suggested that
the party needs a new
leader. Musk's growing
involvement in British pol-

itics has sparked a major
debate. Some critics have
accused him of supporting
far-right movements across
Europe.

Elon Musk's survey
After all these develop-
ments, Tesla founder and
billionaire Elon Musk has
started a survey on the
social media platform X, in
which he has titled that
America should free the
people of Britain from their
tyrannical government. Let
us tell you that millions of
people are doing this sur-
vey. Till the time of writing
the news, about five lakh
people have responded to
this survey. Out of this, 64
percent supported that
America should support
the British people.
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India's bench strength: Plenty of batting optlons, bowling talent sparse

AGENCY

New Delhi : The nightmarish
batting  performance is
deservedly under the scanner
after India's meek surrender
in the Border-Gavaskar series
but a closer look at the team's
bench strength would reveal
that bowling resources are a
bigger concern for the side as
it navigates a difficult transi-
tion.Skipper Rohit Sharma
and Virat Kohli's Test future
hangs in balance after their
poor returns with the bat but
the national selection com-
mittee has the reserves to
ensure that the order remains
a solid one even if the two
giants were to be phased
out.The cupboard in the fast
bowling department is bare
and it will take some time to
prepare another crack line-up
that can match up to the aura
of Jasprit Bumrah,
Mohammed Shami and
Ishant Sharma.The available
names are doing their best but
is that enough for the team or

for Bumrah, whose workload
became a massive concern
during the just-concluded
series? The spearhead was
forced to watch from the
dressing room during the last
innings of the decisive fifth
and final Test that India lost
by six wickets as back
spasms prevented him from
bowling.Mohammed Siraj,
after 36 Tests, hasn't devel-
oped into a game-changer yet
and Prasidh Krishna bowls
too many loose balls.There is
the duo of Akash Deep and
Mukesh Kumar, who are skil-
ful, but they are not really
tested at the highest level.

In the Ranji circuit, there aren't
too many exciting fast bowling
options that the selectors can
explore as of now.The main
problem seems to be a dearth
of left-arm seamers as
Arshdeep Singh hasn't actually
set the stage on fire and Yash
Dayal doesn't look a finished
product.But when it comes to
batting there is some real talent
available although the Ajit

Harmanpreet, Renuka
home ODI series against Ireland Smrltl to lead

AGENCY B

NEW  DELHI Skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur and pacer
Renuka Singh Thakur have been
rested for India women's three-
match home ODI series against
Ireland, the BCCI announced on
Monday.Opener Smriti Mandhana
will lead the side in the series,
beginning on January 10 at Rajkot,
in the absence of Harmanpreet.
Harmanpreet had suffered a knee
injury during the home series
against the West Indies last month,
forcing her to sit out of the last two

Agarkar-led selection commit-
tee will not decide anything till
the end of the Ranji Trophy
season.If the panel decides to
move away from Rohit and
Kohli or the two announce
retirements, there are at least
half a dozen name ready to
stake a claim for the two slots
that will open up.One of the
prime contenders could be B
Sai  Sudharsan of Tamil

rested for India women's
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Nadu.The elegant left-hander
impressed in his appearance
for India A against Australia A
in Mackay but then he had a
sports hernia operation and is
undergoing rehabilitation.As
and when Sudharsan is ready
and if there are at least a couple
of slots, he should be in con-
tention provided he is in form
and has the requisite fitness
levels.In the current set-up,

there is Devdutt Padikkal,
another stylish and sinewy left-
hander, who has played a cou-
ple of Tests.Abhimanyu
Easwaran has been around the
side for three years now but
there is a belief in the Indian
cricketing circle that he is not
cut out for bigger challenges in
SENA (South Africa, England,
New Zealand and Australia).

A proof of it the recent series,

where he travelled with the
squad but wasn't even remote-
ly in contention for a playing
XI slot in the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy.For Sarfaraz Khan, his
technique against real quick
bowling was always doubtful
but the manner in which he got
out in Pune and Mumbai in the
home Tests against New
Zealand has made the current
team management wary.In
most of the venues, Sarfaraz
didn't even come out to bat
during the customary net ses-
sions, an indication that he is
quite low in the pecking order.
There is every chance that he
might not make it to squad
for the upcoming limited-
overs series against
England.There are also three
seasoned players who might
get a second wind if the sec-
ond half of Ranji Trophy
goes well for them.They are
Chennai Super Kings skipper
Ruturaj Gaikwad, who is yet
to make his debut, three-Test-
old Rajat Patidar and
Mumbai's very own Shreyas

Iyer.Iyer's problem has been
the short ball, while Patidar
flattered to deceive against
England at home last
year.Gaikwad failed in two
India A games Down Under
but his pedigree is unques-
tionable.It is understood that
the selection committee won't
be looking at just the volume
of runs or wickets but would
also focus on impactful per-
formances.

A century on a Lahli green top
or a five-wicket haul on a
Rajkot belter would carry more
weight than performances in
favourable conditions.

How a young bowler is com-
ing back with the old ball for
his third or fourth spell or
how a batter is dealing with
spinners on rank turners will
also hold more credence.But
any decision on who would
be elevated to the next level
will be taken only after the
end of the domestic season in
February. India's next red-
ball assignment is the tour of
England in June.

Border-Gavaskar Trophy: Australia debacle

exposes India's Jasprit Bumrah dependency

T201Is before returnlng to play three

ODIs.Before that, the 35-year-old
had sustained a neck injury during
the match against Pakistan in the
Women’s T20 World Cup in Dubai

in October last year. Lead pacer

Renuka was the player of the series
in the one-dayers against the West
Indies after taking 10 wickets from
three matches.In the past, a stress

fracture on the back had troubled
her, so the move to rest her for the
series against Ireland could be to
ease her workload.India’s squad for
the three-match ODI series against
Ireland: Smriti Mandhana (C),
Deepti Sharma (VC), Pratika Rawal,
Harleen Deol, Jemimah Rodrigues,
Uma Chetry (wk), Richa Ghosh
(wk), Tejal Hasabnis, Raghvi Bist,
Minnu Mani, Priya Mishra, Tanuja
Kanwer, Titas Sadhu, Saima Thakor,
Sayali  Satghare.Schedule (All
matches in Rajkot, starts at 11 AM)
Ist ODI: January 10 2nd ODI:
January 12 3rd ODI: January 15.

ICC in collaboration with cricket boards of India

NEW DELHI : The Age reported that Jay Shah, the new ICC chairman, is set to meet Cricket Australia chair Mike Baird and his England
counterpart Richard Thompson later this month to discuss the finer points." Any plan for a move to two divisions in Test cricket would kick
in after the end of the current Future Tours Program in 2027," the Age reported quoting its sources.The BCCI is currently gearing up for its
Special General Meeting on January 12 in Mumbai where interim secretary Devajit Saikia is expected to get a full-time role. Saikia was
appointed in the interim role after Shah vacated his post last month to take over as ICC chairman.A BCCI official indicated that the discus-
sion floated around the ICC corridors in 2016, the first-time when a two-tier Test system was seriously considered.“We don’t have any news
of any such move as yet. Currently, preparations are being made for SGM and the recent tour to Australia too needs to be discussed.

Focus on Satwik-Chirag as Indians look for

New Delhi :

India's 3-1 defeat in Australia
exposed the fragility of their top order, but
equally unmissable was how much they rely
on pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah, who gave it
all until he broke down in the series finale in
Sydney.The seam-bowling genius finished the
five-test series with 32 wickets at an average
of 13.06 and was the obvious choice for the
player-of-the-series award despite being on the
losing side.Bumrah, laid low by a back spasm,

52

was not available to bowl in Australia's second innings in the low-scoring thriller in
Sydney where the hosts prevailed by six wickets to reclaim the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy after a decade."It's a little disappointing in the end because I probably missed

out on the spiciest wicket of the series,"

a dejected Bumrah said after India lost the

series even though his own stature grew.Australia run-machine Travis Head said he
could not think of a better individual display than Bumrah's superlative performance
in the series.Former India opener Wasim Jaffer said Bumrah alone kept alive India's
hopes of levelling the series in Sydney until his injury."Every time Bumrah stood at
the top of his mark this series Aus cricket fans held their breath and only released it
after the ball was played out safely," Jaffer wrote on X.But there is a limit even for
arguably the best all-format bowler of his generation, who was over-bowled with lit-
tle support from the other end.His new-ball partner Mohammed Siraj, who finished
with 20 wickets, was inconsistent and expensive in the low-scoring series.Akash
Deep bowled well in Brisbane and Melbourne before a back injury cut short his tour,
while Prasidh Krishna claimed six wickets in the only test he played in Sydney.The
difference between the bowling averages of Bumrah and his seam-bowling team-
mates stood at 21.76, suggesting Bumrah operated as India's one-man army with
the ball.He bowled 53.2 overs in Melbourne - the highest in his 45-test career -
and skipper Rohit Sharma conceded they over-bowled Bumrah.

Former India all-rounder Rishi
Dhawan retires from domestic

limited-over tournaments
New Delhi :
announced his retirement from domestic limited-over tourna-

Former India all-rounder Rishi Dhawan has

strong start at season-opening Malaysia Open

AGENCY B

New Delhi : India's doubles duo of
Satwiksairaj Ranki-reddy and Chirag
Shetty will aim for a strong result, Lakshya
Sen will look to build on his recent form
and HS Prannoy will hope to shake off rust
after a lengthy break at the season-opening
Malaysia Super 1000 tournament starting
here on Tuesday.For Satwik and Chirag,
seeded seventh, this USD 1.45 million
event marks the start of a new season like it
did in 2024.Last year, although they nar-
rowly missed out on the title, the pairing
went on to reach three more finals, winning
two of them.The Asian Games gold medal-
lists were in exceptional form and will be
hoping to replicate that success this year.
Having reunited with Malaysian coach Kim
Tan Her, the former world number ones are
determined to go the distance, but they face
a tough challenge ahead.The high calibre of
opponents in their draw will make the path
to victory anything but easy.Satwik and
Chirag, who reached the semifinals of the
2024 China Masters in their last event, will
open their campaign against the pair of
Ming Che Lu and Tang Kai Wei from
Chinese Taipei.If they progress, they are

Shan Masood breaks all-time Pakistan record, misses
Sachin Tendulkar's historic feat during Newlands Test

AGENCY B
NEW DELHI : Pakistan Test cap-

likely to face a quarterfinal clash against
Indonesia’s fourth seeds Fajar Alfian and
Muhammad Rian Ardianto, a matchup that
promises to be a thrilling contest.In men’s
singles, Lakshya will look to carry forward
his recent success after ending a long title
drought with a victory at the Syed Modi
International Super 300 and a third-place
finish at the King Cup International last
month.

These wins have given him much-needed
confidence, and he will aim to make a deep
run in the Super 1000 event.Prannoy, on the

PRARIS

other hand, will be returning to action after a
five-month hiatus following his prequarter-
final exit at the Paris Olympics.

The 32-year-old, who had to take a break
due to chikungunya and to regain his fitness,
will be hoping to shake off any
rust.Priyanshu Rajawat, who has shown
flashes of brilliance but has struggled with
consistency, will face seventh-seeded
Chinese player Li Shi Feng in his opening
match.In  women’s singles, two-time
Olympic medallist PV Sindhu will be miss-
ing from the tournament, having recently got

Masood misses
historic feat

married. In her absence, other Indian players
-- Malvika Bansod, Aakarshi Kashyap, and
Anupama Upadhyaya will look to make
their mark.

Malvika will open against Malaysia’s Goh
Jin Wei, Aakarshi will face Denmark’s Julie
Dawall Jakobsen, and Anupama has a tough
task ahead as she faces eighth-seeded Porn-
pawee Chochuwong in her opener.In
women’s doubles, the Indian duo of Treesa
Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand, seeded sixth,
will look to carry the momentum from a
maiden Super 300 title in Lucknow and its
participation in the season-ending BWF
World Tour Finals.The Indian combination
will face Thailand’s Ornnicha Jongsatha-
pornparn and Sukitta Suwachai in their
opening match.Eighth seeds Tanisha Crasto
and Ashwini Ponnappa, who retained the
Guwahati Masters Super 100 title, will take
on Japan’s Misaki Matsutomo and Chiharu
Shida in their first match. The Panda sisters,
Rutuparna and Swetaparna, will also be in
action, looking to make their presence felt.In
mixed doubles, Tanisha Crasto will partner
Dhruv Kapila, while Sathish Karunakaran
and Aadya Variyath, along with Ashith
Surya and Amrutha Pramuthesh, will also
compete in their respective events.

ments after the conclusion of the group stage matches of the
Vijay Hazare Trophy.Dhawan, who played three ODIs and a
T20I for India in 2016, took the decision after Himachal
Pradesh failed to advance to the knockout stages of the tour-
nament. However, the 34-year-old will be available for selec-
tion for the remainder of the Ranji Trophy season, starting
from January 23.“It's with a heavy heart, even though I have
no regrets, that I'd like to announce my retirement from Indian
cricket (Limited over). It's a sport that has defined my life for
the past 20 years,” Dhawan wrote in a social media post.“This
game has given me immeasurable joy and countless memories
that will always stay very close to my heart,” he
added.Dhawan, who had led Himachal to their only Hazare
title in 2021-22, had a middling run this year, making 196
runs in seven matches at an average of 39.20 with a solitary
fifty.A brisk medium pacer, Dhawan took eight wickets from
seven matches this season.“I want to take a moment to show
my gratitude towards the opportunities that were given to me
by the Board of Control of Cricket in India (BCCI), Himachal
Pradesh Cricket Association (HPCA), Punjab Kings, Mumbai
Indians and Kolkata Knight Riders. “From humble begin-
nings to representing my nation on the grandest stages, it has
been a privilege beyond measure. Cricket has been my pas-
sion, and my reason for waking up every morning,” he
wrote.Overall, Dhawan played 134 List A matches and scored
2906 runs, besides taking 186 wickets.From 135 T20s,
Dhawan amassed 1740 runs and 118 wickets.“I would like to
thank all of my coaches, mentors, teammates, and support
staff for the valuable contributions you have made to shaping
me into the person I am today,” he concluded his post.

Garvit's Shubharak left everyone behind,
horse racing competition for ADLD Toyota Cup

Sachin's

tain Shan Masood has shattered an
all-time Pakistan record during the
second Test against South Africa at
Newlands, Cape Town. Masood
and Babar Azam led Pakistan's
fightback after the Proteas
enforced a follow-on in the first
innings of the Newlands Test. The
visitors were bowled out cheaply
for 194 in reply to South Africa's
daunting first-innings score of 615.
After being handed a 421 trail in
the follow-on Masood and Babar
notched up a record 205-run stand
for the opening wicket before
Babar was dismissed for 81.
Masood carried on. He became the
first Pakistani captain to score a
hundred in South Africa before get-
ting dismissed for 145. Meanwhile,
Masood has shattered another all-

time Pakistan record. His 145 is
now the highest score by a
Pakistani cricketer in South Africa

in Test cricket. Masood has shat-
tered the record previously held by
Azhar Mahmood, who had scored
136 in a Test against the Proteas in
the Johannesburg Test in 1998.

Highest Test score a Pakistan
player in South Africa:

1 - Shan Masood: 145 in South
Africa in 2025

2 - Azhar Mahmood: 136 in South
Africa in 1998

3 - Taufeeq Umar: 135 in South
Africa in 2003

4 - Saced Anwar: 118 in South
Africa in 1998

5 - Asad Shafiq:
Africa in 2013

111 in South

Meanwhile, Masood has missed
out on a historic feat of Indian leg-
end Sachin Tendulkar. Former
Indian batter Sachin holds the
record for the highest score by an
Asian captain in South Africa -
169. Masood could have broken
that record too had Kwena
Maphaka not trapped him LBW.

Highest score by an Asian
captain in South Africa:

1 - Sachin Tendulkar: 169 in South
Africa in 1997

2 - Virat Kohli:
Africa in 2018

3 - Shan Masood: 145 in South
Africa in 2025

4 - Dimuth Karunaratne: 103 in
South Africa in 2021

5 - Saleem Malik: 99 in South
Africa in 1995....

153 in South
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AGENCY . the race started from the starting point,

LUCKNOW : Horses and jockeys were
taking their positions at the starting
point. Horse racing enthusiasts also
stood leaning on the poles present near
the gallery next to the track. Everyone
was eagerly waiting for the Thorough-
bred horse race to begin. During this, the
gun fired to start the race and the horse
race began. Spectators were calling their
favourite horses and the jockeys on them
by name. The race course echoed with
the sound of Come on...and faster. When

Garvit Pandey's horse Shubharak took
the lead. As soon as he got the signal
from jockey Akhtar Ali, Shubharak com-
pleted the race in minutes while talking
to the air. However, during the race, JN
Mathur's horse Shan-e-Azim, who was
second, tried to overtake Shubhrak but
could not succeed. Amar Habibullah's
horse Pinnacle Point got the third place.
Lt. General Anindya Sengupta gave the
trophy to the winners. Before this, the
Indian breed race was held. In this race,
Rudra left everyone behind.




BIOSCOPE

THE PHCTON NEWS

12,

www.thephotonnews.com
Tuesday, 07 January 2025

Exploring Daman A Coastal
Escape with Cultural Riches

?J R

Nestled between Gujarat and

Maharashtra, Daman
enchants travellers with its
unique blend of colonial
allure, scenic beaches, and
relaxed vibe, writes Neeta
Lal

The lovely city of Daman, an
erstwhile Portuguese colony,
offers a unique blend of
colonial charm with a laid-
back vibe. The administra-
tive capital of the union ter-
ritory of Dadra and Nagar
Haveli, it is located between
Gujarat and Maharashtra and
attracts high footfall from a
diverse set of travellers.
Peppered with colonial
buildings showcasing a rich
syncretic culture, the city’s
stately Nani Daman Fort and
the Church of Bom Jesus
give one a taste of history,
while Jampore Beach and
Devka Beach make for
Instagram-friendly settings
for a day of relaxation.

But perhaps what makes
Daman such a terrific desti-
nation for weekend getaways
1s its tourism infrastructure,
including smooth intercon-
necting motorways, buzzy
restaurants, and good hotels.
Our abode for a staycation is
the award-winning The
Deltin Daman, the city’s
only five-star hotel. Known
for its stellar service and
facilities, it  mercifully
comes without the high tariff

— What’s

of upscale hotels in Mumbai
and other metros. A world-
class spa, gourmet cuisine at
its multiple restaurants, a
large swimming pool, health
club, gym, and plush accom-
modation ticked all the
boxes for a fabulous and
memorable stay.

For business travellers, the
hotel houses 30,000 sq ft of
business space catering to
large events such as corpo-
rate conferences and wed-
dings. The hotel’s sustain-
ability efforts are also com-
mendable, with strict proce-
dures in place to prevent
water waste 1in Kkitchens,
guest rooms, and laundry,
along with recycling used
water for its expansive gar-
dens. As the Deltin group is
synonymous with world-
class casinos, the theme is
reflected in the hotel’s
design and architectural ele-
ments. Its stunning lobby
flaunts a chandelier featur-
ing hearts, spades, dia-
monds, and clubs (the four
suits in a deck of cards)
strung together. This theme
is also reflected in the glass
walls enclosing the lobby.
The hotel’s ergonomic and
well-furnished rooms are
equipped with HD TVs, HD
satellite programming, mini-
bars, high-speed internet
connectivity, in-room safes,
24x7 room service, and early

check-in options, among oth-
ers.

Our Presidential Suite also
came with an efficient butler
who took care of our every
need, including restaurant
and spa bookings as well as
sightseeing tours. Close

< proximity to Jampore Beach,

Mirasol Water Park, Devka
Beach, Dominican
Monastery, and Moti Daman
Fort made our local explo-
rations seamless and pleasur-
able.

a good vacation
without good food? Indeed,
for gastronomes like us, the
hotel turned out to be a
delight with three award-
winning  restaurants  to
explore. One of our lunches
was at the Emperor restau-
rant, which features an
extensive menu with Korean,
Chinese, Thai, and Japanese
offerings. Interestingly, the
chefs here have reinvented
many dishes to offer an
imaginative take on classics.
Thus, our fusion lunch fea-
tured pillowy soft lotus stem
and chicken Chettinad baos
as well as black sesame
chicken tikka baos. The
prawn and chicken dim sums
were similarly delicious,
while the garlic-infused noo-
dles and chicken in
Hainanese sauce transported
us to China, sans passports
and air tickets!

Another lunch at The Vegas
all-day dining was also a
treat for the taste buds. The
spacious eatery offers multi-
cuisine buffets with a vast
selection of salads, Indian
and continental dishes,
desserts, and more. The buf-
fet includes a separate sec-
tion for Jain food — so vege-
tarians can rejoice too. Being
unabashed carnivores, we
dug into flavour-packed laal
maas, piping hot breads,
gobhi and bhindi sabzi, raita,
and salad. Dessert was the
creamiest ras malai on this
side of the Daman Ganga
river, garnished with a silver
varq and date syrup!

Alia Bhatt returning as goodwill
ambassador of ALT EFF

1

Mumbai. Bollywood
star Alia Bhatt is set
to return as the good-
will ambassador for
the All Living Things
Environmental Film
Festival (ALT EFF).

Bhatt said she is
thrilled that her pro-
duction banner
Eternal Sunshine
Productions is part-
nering with the film
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gala for its 2024 edi-
tion.

“This festival is truly
special—it celebrates
films that uplift and

showcase  nature's
resilience while
reminding us of the
importance of protect-
ing our  planet.
Through  powerful
storytelling, ALT EFF
allows us to see and

LA B
feel the real impact of
environmental
change," the 31-year-
old actor said in a
statement.

Filmmaker Richie
Mehta, who recently
directed the series
"Poacher" that was
produced by Bhatt's
company, will join the
actor in championing
the festival's mission.

With over 100 screen-
ings planned across
India, the 2024 edi-
tion of ALT EFF will
feature an engaging
lineup of films, work-
shops, and panel dis-
cussions aimed at fos-
tering global dialogue
on urgent environ-
mental issues.

Festival Director
Kunal Khanna hailed
Bhatt as a "remark-
able artist" who is

=~ also passionate about

the environment.

"Her creative endeav-
ours through Eternal
Sunshine exemplify
the transformative
power of storytelling
in addressing pressing
global challenges.
"With Alia and Richie
Mehta as our ambas-
sadors, ALT EFF is
uniquely positioned to
amplify the voices of
filmmakers who seek
to use impact film and
storytelling to drive
environmental
action," he added.

'"The Mask' director Chuck Russell wants to
work with SRK, Aamir; calls 'RRR' a cool film

Hollywood filmmaker
Chuck Russell, best
known for Hollywood
hits such as "The
Mask" and  "The
Scorpion King", has
already tried his hand at
directing a Hindi film
and he now aspires to
collaborate with
Bollywood superstars
Aamir Khan and Shah
Rukh Khan.

Russell ventured into
Indian cinema with the
2019 film "Junglee",
starring Vidyut
Jammwal and Akshay
Oberoi.

"I've been wanting to
work with Aamir Khan
before. He knows it,
I've visited him. And
Shah Rukh Khan. I got

to work with Akshay
(Oberoi) and my cast in
‘Junglee' was terrific. "I
like working with dif-
ferent cultures and tal-
ent that is new to me.
So, all of India is new
to me. I'm going to
learn something new
working with Indian
actors," Russell told
PTI in an interview.
The director was speak-
ing on the sidelines of a
masterclass at Film
Bazaar 2024, which
runs parallel to the
International Film
Festival of India (IFFI)
here. Asked what was
the recent Indian film
he watched, Russell
said, "I liked 'RRR’, it
was really cool."

The 66-year-old also
walked down memory
lane on the sets of
1994's "The Mask".
The superhero comedy,
which shot Jim Carrey
and Cameron Diaz to
international fame,
completed 30 years of
release in July.

Adapted from a popular
American comic, "The
Mask" starred Carrey
as Stanley Ipkiss, an
ordinary man who finds
a magical wooden
mask that transforms
him into the titular
green-faced trouble-
maker who can car-
toonishly alter himself
and his surroundings at
will. One of his
strongest ~ memories

from "The Mask"
shoot, Russell said, was
when the team filmed
the "Cuban Pete" dance
number with Carrey,
who also sang the song
for the movie.

The  director  said
Carrey had the flu the
night they had to shoot
the sequence but the
actor powered through
like a true professional.
"We were in the
Backlot, I think it was
Warner Bros, which
was fun for me...
Working with the stu-
dio was a great honour.
We had to do this dance
number and Jim was
sick. He had the flu, he
was throwing up. I was
like 'Oh my god.

Rekindle your spirit with silence

“The words that do not
rattle the minds of people
and which is truth; truth
which is benevolent and
which is pleasant, those type
of words are to be spoken.
That is called the penance of
speech”

Keeping silence is very
useful. It purifies our
speech. Deep silence is the
mother of creativity. No cre-
ativity can come out of one
who is too busy, worried,
over-ambitious or lethargic.
There is no need to maintain
silence in our daily routine
but there is also no need to
speak too much. If you
maintain some silence, you
will think before you speak.
If you keep talking, you
yourself will not understand
what you are saying.

Have you ever observed
the impact of your speech on
others? Often we do not
bother to notice this, we go
on blabbering. We just want
to say all that we want to
say and become free. No,
you must see what impact
your speech has on others.
There is a beautiful couplet
in the Bhagavad Gita which
says, “The words that do not
rattle the minds of people
and which is truth; truth
which is benevolent and

which is pleasant, those type
of words are to be spoken.
That is called the penance of
speech.”

Tapas (penance) for the
speech is to speak only those
words that do not rattle the
minds of others. Krishna
was the most skillful
because his silence was so
deep. Sometimes we think
we are right and, perhaps,
we are right. You may be
speaking the truth, it may be
benevolent, it may be good
for the other person as well
but if it is not pleasant and it
is rattling the other person’s
mind then it is not complete.
This is not an easy thing to
do. It requires skill — not to
rattle anyone’s mind or give
them pain. So speak words
that are pleasant, true and
benevolent but ensure that
you don’t speak pleasing
lies. Don’t crush the minds
and hearts of others with
your unpleasant words. Now
how do we do this? You may
say, “I don't intend to hurt
anybody but hurtful words
just fly out of my mouth.
What do I do?”

Silence and meditation
awaken our potential and
abilities. That is why every-
one should remain silent
and meditate for a while.

Yog and Vedanta have been
referred to as the highest
forms of knowledge and that
is what they are. The inner
space or your inner form
can be experienced through
them. Your brain benefits so
much from this. Depending
on the situation, we must
accept whatever is happen-
ing around us. If we are sit-
ting in meditation and a
phone is ringing some-
where, we must accept it
instead of getting irritated.
Take it as background
music. As Shri Krishna says
in the Bhagavad Gita, as
long as something or the
other is occupying our
mind, we cannot go into

meditation. So surrender
your sankalpa (intention)
during meditation.
Afterwards, when you are
working on something, put
everything into it. We do the
opposite; during meditation
we keep thinking about all
we have to do and while
working we think that God
will look after everything.
Put everything into any
work you do.

Take a sankalpa (inten-
tion) about what you want in
the future. Then form a plan
accordingly. Worry drains
you of energy and strength.
You don’t gain anything. You
acquire inner  strength
through silence. In spite of

all that, if it comes, if it hap-
pens then you can'’t do any-
thing about it, then just ask
for forgiveness. When you
are getting into silence ask
for forgiveness — “By my
thought, word or deed if 1
have done anything or
caused any hurt to someone,
may I be forgiven.” That
completely uplifts us from
being bogged down.

Some questions can be
answered only in silence. It
is the goal of all answers. If
an answer does not silence
the mind it is “no” answer.
Thoughts are not the goal in
themselves. Their goal is
silence. Deep silence is the
mother or source of creativ-
ity. When the body, mind
and spirit are in tune with
each other, then creativity
happens. When you are
tired, exhausted, stressed,
over-ambitious or lethargic,
when you are not in touch
with yourself, your creativi-
ty and talents are stifled.
When feverishness clogs
your head, your mind is not
clear; poetry cannot dawn,
no creative thought will
come. Meditation and yoga
can clear your mind and
kindle skills and creativity
in you. It puts you in touch
with the space of silence

within you and becomes an
unending well-spring of
creativity. It relieves you of
stress and strain, strength-
ens your nervous Ssystem
and mind, releases toxins,
makes you more capable
and enhances you in every
way. The easy way to
silence the thoughts is to
arouse  feelings.  For
through feelings only peace,
joy and love dawn. And they
are all your very nature.

To the question, “Who
am [?” the only relevant
answer is silence. You need
to discard all answers in
words, including “I am
Nothing” or “I am the
Cosmic Self” or “I am the
Self” — and just stick to the
question “Who am [?” All
other answers are just
thoughts. Thoughts can
never be complete. Only
silence is complete. And
spirituality is a harmonious
blend of outer silence and
inner celebration; and inner
silence and outer celebra-
tion. When you ask the
question, “Who am 1?” you
get no answer, there is
silence. That is the real
answer. This solidified
silence is wisdom, is knowl-
edge. You are solidified
silence, awareness.
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