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The pitfalls of
elevating (DS to five-
star rank

An incipient debate is underway in defence and
security circles on further streamlining the stature
and responsibilities of the Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS). The CDS was first appointed five years
ago to construct jointness and integration amongst
the armed forces.One of these deliberations
centres on whether the CDS should be accorded
the rank of a five-star officer to elevate his
authority and reinforce his role at the apex of
India's military hierarchy. The current CDS,
General Anil Chauhan, and Gen Bipin Rawat
before him were four-star appointees — like the
three service chiefs. Proposals to upgrade the rank
are aimed at enhancing its operational clout and
aligning its standing with international practices.

India has traditionally reserved five-star ranks for
those who have rendered extraordinary military
service, like Field Marshals Sam Manekshaw and
KM Cariappa and Marshal of the Air Force Arjan
Singh. Consequently, a cross-section of service
veterans argues that bestowing such an elevated
status upon a CDS might just end up 'diluting' its
exclusivity during peacetime. But the possibility
of such an event transpiring anyhow augurs a mix
of opportunities, challenges and many
implications for the armed forces and civil-
military ties.The CDS' position came into being
nearly two decades after the Kargil Review
Committee recommendations, which emphasised
the need for a single-point military adviser to the
government and to forge military 'jointness'. The
CDS also doubles as the Permanent Chairman of
the Chiefs of Staff Committee in addition to
heading the Department of Military Affairs,
established under the Ministry of Defence (MoD).
Additionally, he executes numerous other tasks,
like force modernisation and prioritising materiel
purchases.However, despite these myriad
responsibilities, the CDS is equal in rank to the
service chiefs, albeit deemed the first among
equals. Many insiders believe that this creates
internal and, at times, antagonistic ambiguities in
his authority.Hence, elevating him to a five-star
rank could provide the CDS overarching clout to
enforce decisions across the services and augment
his capacity to ensure smoother execution of joint
operations and reforms, particularly in the
ongoing endeavour of establishing Integrated
Theatre Commands (ITCs). The inference is that
as a five-star officer, he could mitigate inter-
service rivalries and be an effective interlocutor
between the armed forces and political leadership,
ensuring that military advice featured adequately
in governmental strategic decisions.But such an
elevation is not without complications and the
potential of disrupting delicate service hierarches,
which are still in the process of familiarising
themselves with a CDS. Perforce, it would
generate further trepidation among the three
service chiefs. They would perceive it as a further
diminishment of their long-established autonomy,
which, in any event, was likely to be notably
reduced merely to recruiting and training of
manpower and providing logistic support under
the proposed ITC model, at present under
governmental review.Consequently, many
veterans, fearful of a rupture in inter-service
cooperation, maintain that the challenge in this
regard lies in ensuring that a higher ranked CDS
does not morph into 'over-centralisation' of power,
thereby endangering collaborative decision-
making. Many argue that this needs political
oversight and sagacity on the part of both the
government and Opposition, which though
presently non-existent, could emerge in the future
with tactful management.Critics of creating a five-
star CDS argue that such an elevated rank would
largely be symbolic and in no way enhance his
operational effectiveness. This, in any case, would
be managed by ITC heads, who, too, are expected
to be four-star officers. The naysayers also
contend that the CDS' ability to institute reforms
and foster integration depends less on his stars and
more on institutional support, consensus-building,
resource allocation and political will. And, though
a five-star designation would add lustre to the post,
it could also detract focus from the substantive
challenges of swift modernisation that confronts
India's military.
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Perils of a Chinese mega dam

India must seek suspension of work until there is mutual understanding about the project

XINHUA reported on December 25 that the Chinese
Government had approved the largest-ever
hydropower project in the lower reaches of the
Yarlung Tsangpo river in Tibet. This announcement,
reportedly made without informing India, a lower
riparian state, is a reminder of the complexity of
rebuilding relations with the northern neighbour. The
proposed project, under preparation for several
years and closely tracked by India, has major
negative implications for India. As an upper riparian
state, China has an unfortunate record of reluctance
to cooperate, show transparency and safeguard
interests of downstream states, as it is obliged to do.
We have, therefore, another major irritant
emerging in an already difficult
relationship.Xinhua lauded the venture as a
“green project” without offering details.
However, a report in Hong Kong-based
South China Morning Post (SCMP) said the
total investment in the dam could exceed 1
trillion yuan ($137 billion). It is expected to
generate nearly 300 billion kilowatt-hours
(kWh) of electricity annually, more than |
thrice the designed capacity (88.2 billion
kWh) of the Three Gorges Dam in China,
presently the largest in the world.

According to the SCMP report, this would be
the world’s largest infrastructure project and
involve drilling four to six 20-km tunnels and
diversion of half the river’s flow. Yet, the
Chinese Foreign Office spokesperson
claimed that it would have no negative
impact on downstream countries (India and
Bangladesh)! The proposed project is likely
to be at a site in the Big Bend area of the Yarlung
Tsangpo, where the river takes a U-turn and enters
India just over 20 km downstream. The adverse
consequences of the project for us will manifest in
many ways. It will disrupt water flows in the Siang,
as the river is called after entering India and is the
main channel of the Brahmaputra river system.
According to an Assam Government website, the
catchment area of the Brahmaputra is 2,93,000 sq
kmin Tibet; 2,40,000 sq km in India and Bhutan; and
47,000 sq km in Bangladesh. The bulk of the waters
of the river flowing in India are generated within our
territory, but this mega project will significantly
impact the river flows and consequently, livelihoods
of residents downstream.China’s development of

Regulations 2025, released on Monday for public
feedback, herald significant changes in higher education.
While touted as reforms aligned with the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, several provisions appear
to dilute academic standards and invite undue
politicisation into university administration. Most
troubling is the removal of restrictions on contract
teaching appointments. Under the previous guidelines,
such appointments were capped at 10 per cent of an
institution’s total faculty. The removal of this cap risks
turning critical academic positions into temporary, cost-
cutting measures that prioritise convenience over quality.
Contract positions, while expedient, undermine long-
term institutional stability and the career prospects of the
faculty.Equally contentious is the restructuring of vice-
chancellor (VC) appointments. By granting chancellors
— often state governors — the authority to appoint search
committees, the draft centralises power in a manner that
could compromise university autonomy. Moreover,

European Union (EU) has turned the spotlight on its
readiness to adapt and succeed in a world already in
the throes of unprecedented and wide-ranging
change. It commissioned a former president of the
European Central Bank, Mario Draghi, to prepare a
comprehensive report on ‘The Future of European
Competitiveness’, which was released in September
2024. Its Part A is a summary, while there is a
detailed Part B running into more than 320 pages. I
have read Part A and my comments are based on that
document. It is for our accomplished economists to
read and digest the longer document, which contains
rigorous analysis based on detailed data.

In presenting the document to the European
Commission, Draghi explained the backdrop to its
preparation: “The starting point is that Europe is
facing a world undergoing dramatic change. World
trade is slowing, geopolitics is fracturing and
technological change is accelerating. It is a world
where long-established business models are being
challenged and where some key economic
dependencies are suddenly turning into
vulnerabilities.”These words well define the
challenges that India, too, confronts today. The
election of Donald Trump as US President has
heightened these risks significantly.

Draghi is brutal in his diagnosis of why Europe,
despite its advanced economy, intellectual capital
and sophisticated finance and banking sectors, is
falling relentlessly behind the US and China. It
suffers from an innovation gap, it no longer leads in
cutting-edge technologies and is dependent on
critical minerals and inputs from a relatively small
number of source countries, with which the EU is
“not strategically aligned”.In a contested

smaller hydropower projects in the upper reaches of
the Mekong (called Lancang in that country) and its
cascade operations are leading to irregular
fluctuations, drying out of certain areas, declining
fish catches and the loss of access to fertile sediment
deposits in the Lower Mekong Basin, affecting
riparian residents in Myanmar, Thailand, Laos,
Cambodia and Vietnam. This presages foreseen and
unforeseen consequences of the proposed dam for
India and Bangladesh.

Equally, there will be an ever-present danger of

disasters linked to this humongous project
undertaken in an ecologically fragile and

earthquake-prone geography. Even if there is no
damage to the dam by an earthquake, large-scale
diversion and impounding of waters will affect
ecosystems and biodiversity downstream. This
writer recalls emergency management by a group
headed by the Cabinet Secretary when an artificial
lake had formed in 2004 on the Parechu river, a
tributary of the Sutlej, in Tibet.

Given the relatively good relations with China at that

time, we could get advance notice and data,
augmented by information generated by our
geospatial resources and other means. The lake did
not burst before freezing over, and drained partly the
next year with only limited damage downstream in
India due to preventive measures. Risks stemming
from the planned project will be exponentially

Politicising Vcs

A call for vigilance, not panic

opening VC positions to industry experts and public
sector professionals, while potentially bringing fresh
perspectives, risks sidelining academics who understand
the nuances of higher education. This redefinition of

India needs its own Draghi report

We should assemble our best economists & diplomats to work on our ‘foreign economic policy’

geopolitical landscape, these dependencies have
become vulnerabilities, threatening the security and
autonomy of Europe. These challenges are
compounded by demographic decline, which
immigration is not able to offset. In any event,
immigration is politically toxic.

The report focusses mainly on how the EU compares
with the US and China in respect to various
metrics of development, but centred on
technology as its key driver. Draghi says that EU
has missed the digital revolution and is falling
behind in artificial intelligence. It has maintained
its lead in clean-tech, but China’s challenge is
unrelenting. It is interesting that Draghi proposes
a possible trade-off in this sector: “China may
offer the cheapest and most efficient route to
meeting our decarbonisation targets. But China’s
state-sponsored competition also represents a
threat to our productive clean-tech and
automotive industries.”

It should come as no surprise that Draghi urges
much closer integration among the EU countries
to enable the scale required to compete with the
US and China. Financing of larger projects would
be facilitated by a Capital Union and the setting
up of a Banking Union. He proposes an industrial
policy that is aligned with the EU’s ambitious
climate targets and much greater investment in
research and development.

What is more relevant for countries that are
international partners of the EU is the advocacy of a
“genuine EU foreign economic policy”. This would
include “coordinating preferential trade agreements
and direct investment with resource-rich nations,
building up stockpiles in selected critical areas and

creating individual partnerships to secure the supply
chain of key technologies”.

Why is it important to study this report and follow its
implementation?One, India has all along seen an
integrated Europe as a potential and relatively
autonomous pole in its preferred multi-polar world
order. A powerful Europe, exercising relatively
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independent agency in world affairs, would be a
better prospect for India than a bipolar world
dominated by the US and China. There would be a
strong incentive for India and the EU to work closely
together to sustain multi-polarity.

Two, how can India locate itself as a key component in
the “foreign economic policy” proposed by Draghi?
India does not figure at all in the report. It is not seen
as apossible partner in the EU’s quest to stay relevant

larger, even if we do not talk of weaponisation of
stored waters, as some experts are doing.It is with
patient diplomacy that we have been able to put in
place limited collaborative arrangements with
Beijing, including three memoranda of
understanding (MoUs) on the provision of monsoon
season data by China for the Brahmaputra, on
monsoon season data for the Sutlej (signed after the
Parechu scare) and on “strengthening cooperation
on trans-border rivers”. The first two MoUs are
renewed every five years and have now lapsed. No
project has been possible under the umbrella MoU.
The Chinese are niggardly in extending cooperation,
not even agreeing to provide lean
season data, let alone discussing
broader cooperation like sharing of
waters of trans-border rivers.A
similar approach characterises
China’s dealings on trans-border
rivers with other neighbours. It
takes full advantage of its status as
a predominantly upper riparian
state vis-a-vis its co-
riparians.Neither China nor India is
a signatory to the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Non-
Navigational Uses of International
Watercourses (1997). However,
two key principles of the
Convention — “equitable and
reasonable utilisation” of shared
waters and the “obligation not to
cause significant harm” to
downstream states — have broad
relevance. India has been a responsible upper
riparian state, even providing generous terms to
Pakistan under the Indus Waters Treaty despite
troubled bilateral relations. Unfortunately, the same
cannot be said of China.

A spokesperson for the Ministry of External Affairs

remarked on January 3, “As a lower riparian state
with established user rights to the waters of the river,
we have consistently expressed, through expert level
as well as diplomatic channels, our views and
concerns to the Chinese side over mega projects on
rivers in their territory. These have been reiterated
along with the need for transparency and
consultation with downstream countries following
the latest report.”

eligibility dilutes the academic integrity of university
leadership. While the draft abolishes the outdated
quantitative Academic Performance Indicator (API)
system, replacing it with qualitative assessments, the
implementation remains opaque. Criteria such as
innovation, societal contributions and digital content
creation are commendable but lack clear evaluation
mechanisms, opening the door for favouritism.

It is argued that these changes will foster flexibility and
inclusivity, yet the draft’s rushed timeline for
feedback — 30 days — raises concerns about genuine
stakeholder engagement. Such sweeping reforms
demand careful deliberation to safeguard academia
from being reduced to a political battleground or a
marketplace for short-term contracts. India’s higher
education institutions are pillars of intellectual and

cultural progress. The UGC must ensure that reforms

strengthen, rather than erode, their academic foundations.

Anything less risks undermining the very purpose of

education.

in the emerging world order. And yet in terms of each
component of this policy, India could be a significant
partner. There could be partnerships in building up
stockpiles of critical minerals or in scaling up clean-
tech. The Global Capability Centre model could
work with European entities as well as it has with the

US.Three, in clean-tech, India has ambitious plans
for scaling up its renewable energy
sector, including a future hydrogen
economy. In addition to its strengths in
clean-tech, the EU has a significant
electrolyser industry that could boost
this potential energy source of the
future.The Draghi report could be the
basis for working together with the EU
to identify areas where synergy is
possible, benefiting both sides.For
India, Europe will remain a significant
source of both technology and capital
as it pursues higher but quality growth.
If a trade-off to dependence on China is
an option, surely India can offer that
trade-off.

Finally, I think India should undertake its
own economic strategy exercise on the
lines of the Draghi report. We need a

critical evaluation of our current economic and

market strategies to determine whether they are
aligned to the nature and scale of challenges that we
will confront, just as the EU will. One should
assemble some of our best economists and diplomats
to work on our own “foreign economic policy”.

Flying blind in the gathering storm may stall India’s

growth story and, in the process, increase our

geopolitical vulnerabilities.
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Amid backlash, L&T defends
its Chairman over his 90-
hour work week stand

NEW DELHI. L&T has come to the defence of its
Chairman SN Subrahmanyan who received heavy
backlash on social media for advocating 90-hour
work week.The company said on Friday that the
Chairman's remarks reflect the larger ambition of
nation-building, "emphasising that extraordinary
outcomes require extraordinary effort".

"The Chairman's remarks reflect this larger ambition,
emphasising that extraordinary outcomes require
extraordinary effort. At L&T, we remain committed
to fostering a culture where passion, purpose, and
performance drive us forward," a company
spokesperson said in a statement.Top celebrities
including Bollywood superstar Deepika Padukone
and Harsh Goenka, Chairperson of the RPG Group
had condemned Subrahmanyan's remarks.

Earlier, Subrahmanyan had said: "I regret [ am not able
to make you work on Sundays, to be honest. If I can
make you work on Sundays, I will be more happy,
because I work on Sundays also," he said in an
undated video, apparently of an internal meeting,
which has gone viral on social media."What do you

Sarcasm to criticism: Social media reacts fo L&T
Chairman's 90-hour work week comment

NEW DELHI. In recent months, there
has been a lot of talk about work culture
and work-life balance. The tragic death
of 26-year-old Anna Sebastian Perayil
in 2024 led to a wider discussion in India
about harmful work environments and
the struggle to balance work and
personal life.

Her story, unfortunately, is not an isolated
one. Many employees, especially GenZ,
have been vocal about their struggles in
workplaces marked by stress,

appeared to be an internal meeting,
which went viral on social media on
Thursday, he said, "l regret | am not
able to make you work on Sundays, to
be honest. If [ can make you work on
Sundays, I will be more happy,
because | work on Sundays also."He
went on to add, "What do you do
sitting at home? How long can you
stare at your wife? How long can the
wives stare at their husbands? Get to
the office and start working.”

“Shocking to see people in such senior
positions make such statements.
#MentalHealthMatters.”

RPG Group chairperson Harsh Goenka
also sharply criticised the remarks,
writing on X, "90 hours a week? Why
not rename Sunday to ‘Sun-duty' and
make ‘day off' a mythical concept!" He
further added, “Working hard and
smart is what I believe in, but turning
life into a perpetual office shift? That’s
a recipe for burnout, not success.

unrealistic expectations, and a lack of Netizens react

support.Despite these ongoing
challenges, employees' voices continue
to be dismissed by many employers and
high-level executives, invalidating their
need for balance and well-being.

The internet came together once again to
target another wealthy figure for their
controversial views. Many online users
condemned his remarks as outdated and
dismissive of work-life balance.One

one's spouse sexist and reflective of an
anti-family mindset.“L&T Chairman
Subrahmanyan's salary is 534.57 times
the median salary of L&T employees. If
I’'m paid 56 crore per annum plus all
privileges like Larsen and Toubro

Work-life balance isn’t optional, it’s
essential. Well, that’s my view,” and
concluded, “Work smart, not
slave.”Former badminton player Jwala
Gufta also took to X to criticise the
statement, writing, "I mean...first of all

do sitting at home? How long can you stare at your
wife? How long can the wives stare at husbands? Get
to the office and start working," he further said.

"...If you have to go on top of the world, you have to
work 90 hours a week," the video has him saying.

To support his views, according to reports,
Subrahmanyan shared an anecdote about a
conversation he had with a Chinese
individual.According to him, the person claimed
that China could surpass the United States because
Chinese workers put in 90 hours a week compared
to the 50 hours worked by Americans.

TCS headcount down by
5,370; says campus hiring
on track

BENGALURU. TCS, which onboarded more
employees in Q1 and Q2, reported a net decline of
5,370 employees in the third quarter. The company’s
total workforce as of December 31, 2024, stood at
6,07,354 and attrition rate at 13%.

The IT services company added 5,726 employees in the
September quarter, and 5,452 employees in Q1. It
onboarded 11,000 trainees in both first quarter and
second quarter of the current financial year
(FY25).During the third quarter, the company
promoted over 25,000 employees and with this, the
total promotion in this financial year stood at over
1,10,000.Milind Lakkad, chief HR officer, said that
the company is on track to onboard 40,000 through
campus recruitment this fiscal and in the next final
year the company will onboard a higher number of
campus hires. He said attrition is within its comfort
range and going forward, they anticipate reduction in
the quarterly attrition.

He said the company continues to invest in employee
upskilling and overall well-being. Speaking about
the new government in the US, K Krithivasan, chief
executive officer and managing director, said once
the government comes, the policies will be clear.“We
expect discretionary spending to pick up in
healthcare and manufacturing. We are waiting for
some clarity,” he said.

Meanwhile, the company also announced its proposed
acquisition of two wholly owned subsidiaries of Tata
Realty and Infrastructure Limited—TRIL Bengaluru
Real Estate Five Limited and TRIL Bengaluru Real
Estate Six Limited—for Rs 1,625 crore.

Error in gold imports data is
because of double
calculation, govt clarifies

NEW DELHI. A day after ‘quietly’ revising the gold
import data for November, the ministry of commerce
has come up with an explanation for the change in

“How long can you stare at your wife?”
Recently, SN Subrahmanyan, Chairman
of Larsen & Toubro (L&T), sparked
fresh controversy regarding work-life
balance by advocating for 90-hour work
weeks.In an undated video from what

user sarcastically commented, "How  chairman, forget Sunday, I'll invent
long can employees stare at screens and  more days in a week to work. All the
data managers?"Another added, "He  CEOs & CFO needto SHUT UP,” a user

literally said: “Why are you even living?
Take this pile of work."Several others
found his comment about staring at

express her disagreement,

Akasa Air pilots write to aviation
minister agamsi managemeni

NEW DELHI. A group of pilots at
Akasa Air has launched a personal
attack on the airline’s CEO Vinay
Dube, claiming he has ‘no control
over the company’. They have
claimed that Akasa Air’s vice

President Capt. Floyd Gracious has “ 3

brought in his associates from Jet
Airways and placed them in key
positions of power. These allegations
were detailed in an email sent on
Thursday (Jan 9) to aviation minister
Rammohan Naidu Kinjarapu, seeking
his intervention.The letter was also
sent to Director General of Director
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) Faiz
Ahmed Kidwai and Secretary of the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
Vumlunmang Vualnam.

“CEO Dube said in his recent interview
that his dream was to make Akasa Air
one of the best places to work, to reach
world standards in safety, customer
care and have an employee-centric
approach etc. Sadly, it’s all blown...
and Dube seems to have no control over

the company. Over 40 pilots, 200 crew
and 35 engineers left the company...,”
said the letter adding that rather than

addressing the in-house issues, the
company went to court gainst those
individuals.Dube is an aviation
industry veteran and a former CEO of
Jet Airways and GoAir. Currently,
Dube is the CEO and co-founder of
Akasa Air, which is backed by the
family of late billionaire trader Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala. Akasa commenced
operations in August 2022.

Akasa Air is yet to comment on the
development. A query sent to the

airline’s management remained
unanswered till the time of writing of
the report. The letter added that while
Akasa claimed that they have sued
the pilots leaving due to breaking of
legal bonds, it should be noted that
the company could not pursue this
case legally on 42 pilots since they
had left in a perfectly legit
manner.Since its early days, Akasa
and its pilots have been at
loggerheads. In a letter dated
December 11 to aviation minister
Naidu, a section of pilots sought an
independent probe into the airline’s
management practices, training
methods and safety standards. Akasa
then said it has the highest levels of job
satisfaction.
Recently aviation regulator DGCA
pulled up the airline on multiple
occasions. In late December, DGCA
ordered a six-month suspension for the
director of operations and the director
of training at Akasa due to alleged
deficiencies in pilot training protocols.

Budget 2025: Looking back at tax relief
measures for senior citizens in 2024

NEW DELHI. As Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman -2
prepares to present her eighth
Union Budget on February 1,
2025, senior citizens are hopeful
for meaningful tax reforms.With
inflation and the rising cost of
living eroding their fixed
incomes, this group anticipates
measures to ease financial
pressures and enhance their
quality oflife.
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Senior citizens continue to enjoy
higher exemption limits in both
the old and new tax regimes. For
instance, the new regime exempts
income up to Rs 3 lakh, compared
to Rs 2.5 lakh for regular
taxpayers under the old regime.

ITRFILING MADE SIMPLER

Section 194P, introduced in Budget
2024, simplified the tax filing
process for senior citizens aged 75
and above. Those meeting
specific conditions—such as

SENIOR CITIZENS
Senior citizens often rely on fixed-
income investments or rental income to

2024
Last year’s budget introduced several

receiving income solely from
pensions and interest—are exempt

wrote on X.In response, actor Deepika
Padukone took to social media to
writing,

why shouldn’t he stare at his wife...and
why only on a Sunday!™ She called the
statement misogynistic and frightening.

As the backlash intensified, L&T issued a
statement defending the chairman's
remarks.

Paytm sees strong institutional

growth: Mutual fund stake surges
by 3.3%, total holdings up 4%

NEW DELHI. Paytm’s Q3 FY2025 sharcholding
report highlights a significant 4% rise in
institutional ownership, now totaling 68%. This
growth demonstrates the increasing confidence
of both domestic and global investors in the
company’s financial trajectory and innovative
business model in India’s thriving fintech
landscape.Domestic mutual funds emerged as
key contributors to this rise, boosting their stake
by 3.3% to 11.2%.Among the notable changes,
Motilal Oswal Mutual Fund increased its holding
to 2.1%, showcasing strong faith in Paytm’s
growth prospects. Nippon Mutual Fund
maintained its consistent position with a 2%
stake, while Mirae Asset, despite a slight

reduction, retained a substantial 4.2%, reflecting

continued trust in the company’s fundamentals.
Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) also contributed

to this upward trend, with their sharcholding

increasing by 0.7%. FPI holdings rose from 115
million to 119 million shares, while the number
of FPI entities investing in Paytm grew by 20 to
reach 237. This uptick underscores the growing
global interest in Paytm’s scalable and
mnovative approach to financial services.

Bernstein’s report India Payments: From
Disruption to Monetization — Can Payments Be
Profitable? positions Paytm as a leader in India’s
transition from a disruptive payments ecosystem
to one focused on monetisation.

The report credits Paytm’s ability to monetise its
ecosystem through strategies like device-driven
revenues, credit-based payment innovations, and
increasing operating leverage as factors that set it
apart in the industry. With UPI adoption
continuing to grow, alongside innovations such
as UPI Lite and credit-linked UPI transactions,
Paytm is expected to sustain its profitability and
competitive edge in the rapidly evolving fintech

the data. The ministry has said that the discrepancy
in the numbers was primarily due to migration of
data transmission mechanism from SEZ to Indian
Customs Electronic Gateway (ICEGATE).”...it was
noticed as the system was calculating both imports
into SEZ and subsequent clearance into Domestic
Tariff Area (DTA) as separate transactions after the
migration,” a statement from the commerce ministry
explained.It must be noted that the Directorate
General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics

(DGCI&S) on Wednesday revised India’s India’s
gold import figure for November 2024 from $14.8
billion to $9.9 billion — a decline of 33%. For April-
November, gold imports were revised 24% down
from $49 billion to $37 billion. Revisions were also
made in cases of silver (revised downward by 29%)
and electronics imports (by 4%).According to the

ministry, DGCI&S receives trade data from
approximately 500+ locations and about 2.5 lakh
transactions every day from different sea ports, land
ports, airport and inland container depots.

The EXIM data from more than 100 SEZs was earlier
captured by SEZ Online System and EXIM data for
all other ports (non-SEZ locations) was captured by
ICEGATE system. Both systems (ICEGATE and
SEZ Online) were transmitting the EXIM data
separately to DGCIS for publishing foreign trade
statistics. After the decision to shift EXIM
declarations from SEZ Online to ICEGATE system,
the EXIM data pertaining to SEZs as well as all other
ports is being captured and transmitted by ICEGATE
to DGCIS.The ministry said that owing to
persistence of certain technical glitches, the
migration is still not complete. Both SEZ Online and
ICEGATE are still capturing and transmitting
mutually exclusive EXIM data to DGCIS.

sustain themselves. However, these
sources fall short of keeping pace with
inflation, leading to financial struggles.

Restricted incomes necessitate targeted

tax relief and financial support to help
this vulnerable group manage their
expenses effectively.

NOTABLE REFORMS IN BUDGET

changes tailored to senior citizens. The
standard deduction for family
pensioners increased from Rs 15,000 to
Rs 25,000, providing much-needed
relief.

benefited from an increased deduction
limit of Rs 75,000 under the new tax
regime.

from filing income tax returns.
Specified banks handle tax deductions,
ensuring compliance without the need
for additional filings.
TAXATION OF PENSION INCOME
Salaried employees and pensioners also Pension taxation varies based on its
nature. While uncommuted pensions
are fully taxable as salary, commuted
pensions enjoy exemptions.

market.

Paytm’s progress toward achieving EBITDA
before ESOP breakeven by Q4 FY2025 further
reinforces its strong fundamentals and appeal to
institutional investors.The rising sharcholding
from both domestic mutual funds and FPIs
reflects increasing trust in Paytm’s ability to
innovate and adapt while delivering long-term
value in India’s expanding digital economy.

Sensex, Nifty close lower amid
earnings concerns; TCS gains 6%

The S&P BSE Sensex lost
241.30 points to end at
77,378.91, while the NSE
Nifty50 was down 95
points to end at
23,431.50.

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock market

indices closed lower for the third straight
session, marking weekly losses due to
concerns Over corporate earnings.
However, IT stocks rose after TCS hinted
at a potential recovery in demand.The
S&P BSE Sensex lost 241.30 points to
end at 77,378.91, while the NSE Nifty50
was down 95 points to end at
23,431.50.Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP
(Research), Mehta Equities Ltd said that
markets continued its downward
trajectory as rupee scaling new lows due
to the strengthening dollar, which has
further dampened investors’ sentiment.

"Amid concerns of subdued
economic growth and
expectations of a slowdown
in the quarterly earnings,
investors cut their bet on
banking and mid & small cap
stocks. With expensive
valuations of Indian markets
at large still a concern,
investors would mostly resort
to stock specific activities,"
he added.The decline was
broad-based, with all sectoral
indices in red except IT
stocks, which continued to
rise following top IT firm
TCS meeting its quarterly profit
estimates. Midcap and smallcap indices
were also stressed."Investor sentiment
was impacted by global cues, including
concerns over U.S. economic data and
continued selling by foreign institutional
investors. Despite a brief recovery
during the day, the overall market
breadth remained weak, with
significantly more stocks declining than

said Vaibhav Vidwani,

advancing,"
Research Analyst, Bonanza.In today's

trading session, technology stocks
showed remarkable strength with Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS) leading the
gains, surging 5.60%, followed by Tech
Mahindra which jumped 3.59%. HCL
Technologies maintained the positive
momentum with a 3.22% rise, while
Infosys advanced 2.53%, and Wipro
gained 2.51%.0n the declining side,

Shriram Finance faced the
steepest fall, dropping 5.30%,
while IndusInd Bank declined
4.29%. Adani Enterprises
slipped 3.95%, followed by
NTPC which fell 3.79%.
Bharat Electronics Limited
(BEL) rounded out the major
losers with a decline 0f3.72%.
“The market remains under
strain, with even minor
pullbacks attracting selling
pressure. In the absence of any
clear signs of a trend reversal,
particularly in the banking
index, traders are advised to
use rebounds as shorting opportunities.
Caution should remain a priority, with a
focus on robust risk management.
Additionally, as the ecarnings season
kicks off, erratic market swings are likely
to intensify. Adopting a hedged approach
and maintaining disciplined position
sizing is recommended for navigating the
current conditions," said jit Mishra —
SVP, Research, Religare Broking Ltd.
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Why blinding fog paralyses
North India every winter

Supreme Court says no third attempt for JEE
(Advanced), but le eway for dropouts e

region experiences dense fog every winter.

NEW DELHI. The Supreme Court on Friday
granted relief to students who challenged S A
the decision to reduce the number of e
attempts for the Joint Entrance Examination :
(Advanced) from three to two, ruling that
petitioners who dropped out of their courses N
between Nov. 5, 2024, and Nov. 18, 2024, ! o8, 1 ] k-
will be allowed to take the exam.However, 25
the court refused to interfere with the
decision of the authorities to reduce the : %,
number of attempts for JEE R
(Advanced).Senior Advocate K
Parmeshwar, representing the petitioners, }
argued, “Initially, it was decided to allow !
three attempts, but within thirteen days, it
was revoked, which is arbitrary. On Nov. 5, FESTTIITTI (TR & | i
you held out a promise that students would : )
be eligible. Decisions have been made
based on that, which are irreversible.”

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, appearing for
the Joint Admission Board (JAB), defended
the move.“The decision was taken after it
was found that students who had enrolled in
regular engineering courses were focusing
on JEE exams instead of their B.Tech

students, acting on this representation,
withdrew from their courses believing they
would be entitled to appear, the withdrawal
of this promise on Nov. 18, 2024, cannot
work to their detriment."In the peculiar facts
and circumstances, without commenting on
the merits of JAB’s decision, students who
withdrew from their courses and dropped
out between Nov. 5, 2024, and Nov. 18,
2024, will be permitted to register for JEE
(Advanced).”The court clarified that it was
not questioning the wisdom of the
authorities. “For wvalid reasons, if
respondent No. 2 [the JAB] restricted the
zone of consideration to two years instead of
three, no fault could be found with it,” the
order stated.The court’s order came in
response to a plea by aspirants challenging
the reduction in the attempt limit for JEE
(Advanced).

Masih noted: “In the press release dated On Nov. 5, 2024, the JAB announced that
Nov. 5, 2024, a clear promise was made t0 gy dents would be allowed three attempts at
students that thqse who appeared for the  ho axam. However, just 13 days later, on
Class 12 exam in 2023, 2024, and 2025 Noy. 18, 2024, the decision was reversed,
would be eligible for JEE (Advanced). If reducing the attempt limit to two.

Prots e A Kl Maharashtra misled: Congress slams Mahayuti
i s vl over delay in 'Ladki Bahm aid increase

Purvanchali Voters
New Delhi. The Congress on

New Delhi. With an eye on Purvanchali votebank in Delhi,
the ruling AAP and the Opposition BJP on Friday Friday aclcu%ed the BJP- lf.:d
crossed swords over the honour and welfare of migrants Mahayuti goyeriment i
from Bihar and east Uttar Pradesh as both parties Maharasht‘ra offali{ng to fu‘lﬁl
claimed to be their true well-wisher. While the BJP U promise of increasing
women wing held a protest outside AAP leader Arvind ﬁ“anc.'al ‘a551§tz_mce uqder the
Kejriwal's house over his "anti-Purvanchali" comments, ﬂa$Sh}P Majhi Ladki Bahin
the former Chief Minister countered by claiming that he Yojna’ scheme. The program,
had given a dignified life to Purvanchalis by providing | Which provides cash
civic and health facilities in unauthorised colonies and |  @ssistance to poor women,
slums where they live. was a cornerstone of the

The poll-bound city is witnessing a battle over | Mahayuti campaign during
Purvanchalis with BJP protesting against Kejriwal's | the 2024 Maharashtra
comment on Thursday in which he allegedly called | assemblyelections.

NEW DELHI. On Friday morning, Delhi and its
surrounding areas were enveloped in one of the
densest fogs of the season. Satellite imagery
revealed the entire Indo-Gangetic Plain--
encompassing parts of India, Pakistan, Nepal,
and Bangladesh--blanketed by a thick layer of
fog. This recurring phenomenon occurs annually
as winter arrives in the region each December
and January.Here are six main reasons why the
Indo-Gangetic Plain experiences dense fog every
year, leading to reduced visibility and
disruptions.

Temperature Inversion: During winter, the nights
are longer, and the ground cools down quickly,
especially in rural areas where there is less urban
heat island effect. This cooling leads to a
temperature inversion where the air near the
ground is colder than the air above it, trapping
moisture and pollutants close to the ground.

High Humidity: The proximity to the Himalayas
and the rivers like the Ganga, the Yamuna,
Brahmaputra, and Indus means there's a high
level of moisture in the air. When the temperature
drops, the relative humidity increases, leading to
condensation and fog formation.Western
Disturbances: Occasionally, western
disturbances (moisture-laden systems from the
Mediterranean sea) move into north India,
bringing cooler air and sometimes rain, which
can further contribute to foggy conditions by
adding more moisture.

Stagnant Air Masses: The region often experiences
calm or very light wind conditions in winter,
which do not disperse the fog. For example, on
Friday the wind speed was less than 4 km/h in
Delhi. The lack of wind means that the fog does
not get blown away but instead lingers over the
area.Air Pollution: High levels of pollution from
various activities including vehicular emissions,
industrial pollution and agricultural burning (like
stubble burning in parts of Punjab and Haryana)
contribute to the formation of dense smog, which
is a combination of smoke and fog. Pollutants act
as condensation nuclei around which water
droplets form, enhancing fog density.

Topography: The Indo-Gangetic Plain is a vast, flat

i

coursework. This decision was made in the
students’ interest and is a pure policy
decision,” he told the bench.

After hearing the arguments, a bench of
Justices BR Gavai and Augustine George

Chief Minister in December.
However, the state government has
now initiated a scrutiny process to
evaluate the eligibility of
beneficiaries under the scheme. The
move aims to ensure that only those
meeting the scheme’s norms receive
financial aid.Aditi Tatkare, the
Minister for Women and Child
Development, reassured the public,
saying, “There will be no broad-
based scrutiny. Only complaint-
based verification is being
launched.”Mahayuti leaders had
earlier credited the scheme for their

by BIP,” Congress spokesperson
Shama Mohamed said.

people from Purvanchal "fake voters" and the AAP has
been accusing the saffron party of indulging in
politics.Kejriwal took to damage control on Friday by
blaming the BIP's central government for not carrying
out any development in the unauthorised colonies that
are home to the community.

"People from Purvanchal come here and live in slums.
Before 2014, it was difficult to live in these slums. It was
a life of hell, with mud and sludge everywhere. There
was no development. According to the Supreme Court
and central government orders, no development could
take place there. More than 90 per cent of the people in
these slums are from Purvanchal. I want to ask the BJP,
what have you done for slums in the last 10 years?" said
Kejriwal."BJP is just a party for protesting. They only
hold dharna and protest and indulge in dirty politics.
They can't work for the people," he said.Delhi BJP
President Virendra Sachdeva said Kejriwal's remarks
last evening, where he called people from Purvanchal
"fake voters," have once again revealed the dark truth of
his mindset.

L&T Chairman's work-on-Sunday

plan is problematic. Here's why

NEW DELHI.Work 70 hours, even 90, don't take an off
on Sundays and definitely don't work from home. CEOs
of major corporations often take to the internet to share
advice on being the employee of the month. Recently,
SN Subrahmanyan, Chairman of Larsen and Toubro
(L&T), joined the league of honchos who want Indians
to work more. Well, Indians are the world's second-most
overworked people, according to International Labour
Organisation (ILO).

Subrahmanyan sparked a controversy by advocating for
working even on Sundays. Questioning how people
spend their Sundays, he made remarks that have led to
debates about India's work culture.“I regret that T am not
able to make you work on Sundays. If I could make you
work on Sundays, I would be happier,” Subrahmanyan
said during a meeting with employees. He further asked,
“What do you do sitting at home? How long can you
stare at your wife?”

CEOs and chairman's of big corporates, such as Infosys
co-founder Narayana Murthy, who advocated for a 70-
hour work week.Even Tesla's boss, Elon Musk, has been
a strong proponent of all work and no play. But Indians
are paying a heavy cost for overworking.

HOW INDIANS OVERWORK, PAY
BURNOUT

India’s work culture comes with significant
consequences. Reports indicate that Indians are among
the most overworked people in the world, with burnout
rates alarmingly high.Actor Deepika Padukone
addressed this issue on social media, criticising such
statements for their potential impact on mental
health.She posted, “Shocking to see people in such
senior positions make such statements.
#mentalhealthmatters (sic).”

This is true for a country which is the second-most
overworked.According to the International Labour
Organization (ILO), India ranks as the second most
overworked country globally, with 51% of employees
working 49 hours or more per week.

The ILO recommends a maximum 48-hour work week,
with no more than eight hours a day. However, many
Indians far exceed these limits.Indians have also
reported burnout symptoms.A 2023 survey by the
McKinsey Health Institute revealed that 59% of Indian
respondents reported burnout symptoms—the highest
rate globally.Moreover, 62% of Indian workers reported
experiencing workplace exhaustion, the highest among
all countries surveyed.

WITH

“It has been a month, but the Mahayuti
government in Maharashtra has not
increased the financial assistance under
the “Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojna’ from Rs
1,500 to Rs 2,100, as promised. This
shows they misled voters and are
failing to deliver on their commitments,
leaving the people of Maharashtra
feeling deceived. This is another jumla

During the election campaign, then-Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde had pledged to
raise the cash assistance to Rs 2,100 if
the alliance was voted to power. The
Mahayuti government secured a
decisive victory in the November 2024
elections, and BJP leader Devendra
Fadnavis took oath as Maharashtra

victory, noting that it garnered
significant support from women voters
who viewed the initiative as a step
toward financial and social
empowerment.

The BJP-led Mahayuti swept the
Maharashtra Assembly elections,
bagging 236 out of 288 seats.

Supreme Court Pauses Rs 746 Crore Fine
On Rajasthan Over Wus’re Management

New Delhi. The Supreme Court 1
on Friday stayed a hefty ”;-
penalty of Rs 746 crore levied 54
by the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) on the Rajasthan
government over non-
compliance with waste g
management regulations.A ||
division bench, comprising §
Justices Abhay S Oka and KV = =
Vishwanathan, heard the £
matter.

Additional Advocate General
Shiv Mangal Sharma informed that
the NGT had not only directed
payment of ¥113.10 crore within a
month but also issued show cause
notices for prosecution against the
Chief Secretary and Principal
Secretary/Additional Chief Secretary
of Urban Development. He argued
before the Supreme Court that the

penalty was arbitrary and ignores
significant compliance made by the

state.The decision, Mr Sharma
argued, caused widespread concern in
the state government, which was
working seriously to ensure
compliance with environmental
regulations. He also informed the
court that the state has invested Rs
4712.98 crore in liquid waste

crore in solid waste
management since 2018.

The bench acknowledged the
efforts of Rajasthan and said that
such a huge financial penalty
and the possibility of criminal
prosecution may hamper the
environmental protection efforts
of the state.

The fine was imposed on
September 17 last year. The
NGT had highlighted the state's

gross negligence in handling
environmental concerns related to
untreated waste, adding that it poses
serious risks to public health and
ecological balance. The tribunal
found that the state generates
approximately 6,523 tons of solid
waste daily, yet only 63.19 per cent of
this waste is properly processed.

area surrounded by the Himalayan range to the
north. This topography can trap moisture and
pollutants, reducing the flow of air which would
otherwise dissipate the fog.In addition to causing
significant disruptions in transportation,
particularly affecting air, rail, and road travel, the
fog also poses health risks due to its interaction
with pollutants.

ED raids ex-Bihar minister,
others in bank fraud case;
searches on in 4 states

management and Rs 2872.07 New Delhi.The Enforcement Directorate on Friday

launched searches on 18 premises linked to an
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) MLA, as part of a
money laundering investigation into an alleged
fraud of Rs 85 crore in a state cooperative
bank.The searches on the 18 premises in Bihar,
West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and Delhi were
launched by the ED officials on Friday morning
and were undergoing at the time of writing of this
news.

The premises include properties of RJID MLA and

former Bihar minister Alok Kumar Mehta (58),
who is the promoter of the Bihar-based Vaishali
Shahri Vikas (VSV) Cooperative Bank, apart from
some other properties of other officials and
customers of the bank, the sources said.

Mehta is an MLA from the Ujiarpur seat of Bihar and

is a senior politician of the Lalu Prasad Yadav-led
Rashtriya Janta Dal (RJD). He has earlier served as
the minister for revenue and land reforms in the
state.The ED investigation stems from some state
police FIRs filed against the bank and its office-
bearers for alleged embezzlement of funds worth
aboutRs 85 crore.

How strong is the Indian passport on

Henley Index topped

by Singapore's

than that it was the lowestat 87thin 2017.

The strength of a
passport indicates the
number of destinations
its holders get visa-free
access to. India's ranking
in the Henley Passport
Index 2025 dropped to
85 from 80 in 2024. This
is how others stack up.

New Delhi.The strength of India's passport
dipped five places to land at the 85th spot
in the recently released Henley Passport
Index. The strength of a country's
passport indicates how many countries
allow its holder visa-free access.India
shares the 85th spot on the Henley
Passport Index with Equatorial Guinea

and Nigeria. Indian passport holders,
like those of the other two countries, get
visa-free access to 57 destinations.The
Singapore passport emerged the topper
on the index, with Singaporeans getting
visa-free access to 195 destinations.

Japan's passport was the second-strongest,
with Japanese citizens getting visa-free
access to 193 destinations. The third spot
was shared by six countries -- Finland,
France, Germany, Italy, South Korea
and Spain -- with their respective
passport holders getting visa-free access
to 192 countries.The Henley Passport
Index ranks 199 countries, using
exclusive data from the International Air
Transport Association (IATA), the
largest, most accurate travel information
database.

WHERE DO THE BRICS
COUNTRIES STAND?

Among the original BRICS countries,
Brazil is ranked 18th, with Brazilians
getting access to 171 destinations without

e
PASSPORT

prior visa, Russia at 46th (116
destinations), China 60th (85
destinations) and South Africa 48th (106
destinations).China is also among the big
gainers. [ts passport has jumped from
94th place in 2015 to 60th now.

India's ranking, which moved up from 84th
in 2023 to 80th in 2024, dipped to 85th in
2025, on the Henley Passport
Index.India's passport was ranked 71st
most-strongest when the ranking began
in 2006. It dipped to the lowest ever
(90th) in 2021, a year that saw Covid
lockdowns and travel restrictions. Other

One of the most noticeable absentees from

the top five is the American passport.

The US passport is in the ninth position

with Americans getting access to 186
visa-{ree destinations. It was ranked No 1
in 2014.In fact, the US passport is the
second-biggest loser after
Venezuela's. The UAE is the only Arab
country in the Top 10 on the Henley
Passport Index. The UAE passport is
ranked 10th and its holders get visa-free
access to 185 destinations.

At the 106th spot, Afghanistan is at the rock

bottom of the list. People of the Taliban-
ruled country get to travel to just 26
destinations without prior visa approval.

Neighbouring Pakistan's passport is ranked

103rd, with Pakistanis getting visa-free
access to 33 countries.Interestingly, in a
recent meeting with India's foreign
secretary, Afghanistan's acting foreign
minister requested New Delhi to grant
visas to Afghans for education.
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"False": International Fact-
Checking Network On
Luckerberg's Censorship Claim

Washington, United States. Meta founder and CEO
Mark Zuckerberg's claim that the fact-checking
program on Facebook and Instagram has veered into
censorship is "false", the International Fact-
Checking Network said Thursday."This is false, and
we want to set the record straight, both for today's
context and for the historical record,” said the global
network of fact-checking organizations, including
AFP, after Zuckerberg announced an end to Meta's
US program.In announcing the significant rollback
of Meta's content moderation policies on Tuesday,
Zuckerberg said the program had made "too many
mistakes and too much censorship".While Meta's

decision to scrap fact-check operations currently
only applies to the United States, the International
Fact-Checking Network warned of the potentially
devastating impact if the group were to end its
worldwide programs covering more than 100
countries. "Some of these countries are highly
vulnerable to misinformation that spurs political
instability, election interference, mob violence and
even genocide," the network said.

"If Meta decides to stop the program worldwide, it is
almost certain to result in real-world harm in many
places," it added.AFP currently works in 26
languages with Facebook's fact-checking program,
in which Facebook pays to use fact-checks from
around 80 organizations globally on its platform,
WhatsApp and Instagram.

In that program, content rated "false" is downgraded in
news feeds so fewer people will see it and if someone
tries to share that post, they are presented with an
article explaining why it is misleading.

Malibu Ocean-Front
Hollywood Stars' Homes

Wrecked In LA Wildfires

Pacific Palisades, United States.Flying south through
smoky skies down the famous Malibu coast, at first
the burnt-out mansions are the exception -- solitary
wrecks, smoldering away between rows of intact,
gleaming beachfront villas.

But draw closer to Pacific Palisades, the ground zero of
Los An(%eles's devastating fires, and those small
scorched ruins become sporadic clusters, and then
endless rows of charred, crumpled homes.From the
air, the extent of the devastation wrought by the
Palisades Fire on these two neighborhoods is starting
to come into focus: whole streets in ruins, the remains
of once-fabulous houses now nothing but ash and
memories.Access to this area of utter devastation has
been lar§c1y closed to the public and even to
evacuated residents since the fire began Tuesday. The
biggest among multiple blazes covering Los
Angeles, the inferno has now ri¥ped through over
19,000 acres (7,700 hectares) ot Pacific Palisades
and Malibu.A Prellmlnary estimate of destroyed
structures was "in the thousands,”" city fire chief
Kristin Crowley told Thursday's conference.

There have been at least two separate reports of human
remains found in this fire alone, though officials have
yet to confirm the fatal toll."It is safe to say that the
Palisades Fire is one of the most destructive natural
disasters in the history of Los Angeles," said
Crowley.For AFP reporters surveying the scenes
from a helicopter Thursday, it was hard to argue with
that view.

On some of these highly coveted Malibu oceanfront
Elots, beloved by celebrities, skeletal frames of

uildings indicated the lavish scale of what has been
destroyed.Other multi-million dollar mansions have
vanished entirely, seemingly swept into the Pacific
Ocean by the force of the Palisades Fire.

And looming above Malibu, a thin sliver of luxurious
waterfront property, is Pacific Palisades itself - an
affluent plateau of expensive real estate, now
deserted.Not the entire hilltop is blackened. Several
grand homes stand unscathed. Some streets have
been spared entirely.But toward the southern end of
the Palisades, grids of roads that were until Tuesday
lined with stunning homes now resemble makeshift
cemeteries.

Deaths In Gaza During First 9-
Months Of War 40% Higher Than
Recorded: Lancet

Paris, France. Research published in The Lancet
medical journal on Friday estimates that the death toll
in Gaza during the first nine months of the Israel-
Hamas war was around 40 percent higher than
recorded by the Palestinian territory's health ministry.

The number of dead in Gaza has become a matter of
bitter debate since Israel launched its military
campaign against Hamas in response to the
Palestinian militant group's unprecedented October 7,
2023 attack.Up to June 30 last year, the health
ministry in Hamas-run Gaza reported a death toll of
37,877 in the war.However the new peer-reviewed
study used data from the ministry, an online survey
and social media obituaries to estimate that there were
between 55,298 and 78,525 deaths from traumatic
injuries in Gaza by that time.The study's best death
toll estimate was 64,260, which would mean the
health ministry had under-reported the number of
deaths to that pointby 41 percent.

That toll represented 2.9 percent of Gaza's pre-war
population, "or approximately one in 35 inhabitants,"
the study said.The UK-led group of researchers
estimated that 59 percent of the deaths were women,
children and the elderly.

The toll was only for deaths from traumatic injuries, so
did not include deaths from a lack of health care or
food, or the thousands of missing believed to be
buried under rubble.AFP is unable to independently
verify the death toll.On Thursday, Gaza's health
ministry said that 46,006 people had died over the full
15 months of war.In Israel, the 2023 attack by Hamas
resulted in the deaths of 1,208 people, mostly
civilians, according to an AFP tally based on official
Israeli figures.
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Grant Visa To Afghan Businessmen,
Students: Taliban Urges India

World. Afghanistan has assured New Delhi
that it does not pose a threat to any nation
and expressed hope for raising the level of
diplomatic relations with India, which it
described as "a key regional and economic
player."In a statement issued after the first
publicly acknowledged engagement
between Kabul and New Delhi after the
Taliban government came to power,
Afghanistan's Foreign Ministry urged
raising the level of diplomatic relations,
and easing the visa regime for Afghan
businessmen, patients and students.

Afghanistan's acting Foreign Minister
Mawlawi Amir Khan Muttaqi and Indian
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri met in
Dubai on Wednesday.Muttaqi underlined a
desire of strengthening political and
economic relations with India as a key
regional and economic player, in line with
Afghanistan's balanced and economy-
centric foreign policy, the Afganistan
statement said in Kabul."Assuring the

Indian delegation that Afghanistan
does not pose a threat to any nation,
FM Muttaqi expressed hope for
raising the level of diplomatic
relations, and easing the visaregime
for Afghan businessmen, patients
and students," the statement said.

The Afghanistan Foreign Ministry
statement said that during the
Wednesday's meeting,
Afghanistan's Deputy Ministers of
Commerce & Transport were
present and comprehensive talks
were held on political, economic
and people-to-people relations between the
two countries.

Appreciating Afghanistan's efforts in
ensuring security, and combating narcotics
and corruption in the country, the Indian
Foreign Secretary emphasised India's
interest in expanding political and
economic relations with Afghanistan, and
promoting trade through the Chabahar

Port," itadded.

After the meeting in Dubai, the External
Affairs Ministry (MEA) in a statement in
New Delhi said on Wednesday it would
consider engaging in development projects
in Afghanistan and provide material
support to the country in the health sector.

The meeting saw the Afghan side underlining

to India's security

its "sensitivities"

Dubai's New Rs 85,000 Crore Project: 2
Buildings Connected By A "Sky Pool"

World. Two new skyscrapers, each
standing at 591 feet, will soon be

statement. This layout allows for one
expansive apartment on each floor,

World.

World. At least ten people have

added to Dubai's skyline as part of a

$1-billion (around Rs 85,879 crore) |
luxury development at Marasi
Marina. The twin towers will be
connected by a 43-foot infinity pool
perched on the rooftop, but access to
this feature will be restricted to a
private ultra-penthouse, reported
CNN.The project is named Regent
Residences Dubai, and it's expected
to be ready by 2027. Developed in
partnership between real estate
company Sankari and THG Hotels &
Resorts, it will comprise 63 luxury
apartments, with each unit occupying
an entire floor and offering views of the
Burj Khalifa and Dubai
Creek.Described by the architects as an
“ultra-penthouse,” the project's
signature rooftop pool won't be
accessible to most residents. The
penthouse, spanning 35,000 square
feet, will feature six bedrooms, a
private gym and a personal
elevator.While the exclusive pool

remains out of reach for others, all
apartments in the development will
come with private swimming terraces
and access to an 82-foot indoor lap
pool.

Architectural firm Foster + Partners,

which designed the project, said the
towers' exterior was inspired by
cascading water. Renderings show
pool terraces extending from the
buildings' facades.The architectural
design splits the structure into two
towers, both sharing the “same design
language,” said Foster + Partners in a

maximising natural light and
ventilation.In addition to offering
panoramic views of the Burj Khalifa,
each apartment is carefully positioned
to take in the stunning sunrises and
sunsets over the city.“At the highest
level, an ultra-penthouse bridges the
two towers and features a spectacular
sky pool,” read the statement.Beyond
luxury residences, Regent Residences
Dubai will offer a wide range of
facilities, including tennis and padel
courts, outdoor lounges, a private
cinema and a virtual golf simulator.
The project will also feature 10 floating
homes, referred to as “water villas.”

The towers' podium will include green

spaces, retail outlets and dining
options.The skyscrapers are part of a
broader redevelopment initiative at
Marasi Marina in Business Bay, a
waterfront neighbourhood south of
Dubai's downtown area. The project
aims to transform the area into a hub for
luxury living and leisure.

"You Burn...": Israel's Post On Los Angeles
Wildfires Draws Backlash Amid Gaza War

died in the wildfires ravaging
Southern California since
Wednesday, with thousands
more impacted by the
devastating flames. In a show
of “solidarity", the Israeli
embassy in Washington voiced
support for the residents, but
their message has been met
with significant backlash
online."Our hearts are with the
residents of Southern
California as wildfires
continue to impact communities," the
Israeli embassy wrote on X. "Israel
stands in solidarity with those affected,
and we send strength to the brave
firefighters and first responders
working tirelessly to protect lives and

aid from the Biden government. The
funds have been used to target Gaza
since the October 7 Hamas attack in
southern Israel. The ongoing war has
killed over 46,000 Palestinians, the
majority being women and children,
according to the Gaza Health Ministry.

dollars sent to Israel while
Americans homes burn to the
ground,” a comment read.Since
October 7, the Biden
administration has sent over a
hundred military aid transfers,
including tank ammo, bombs, and
small arms, to Israel. The
Benjamin Netanyahu-led
government has also received
expedited weapons from a US
stockpile. The US also agreed to
lease two Iron Dome missile
defence systems to Israel after the
Hamas attack. In April 2024, the US
considered an $18 billion military deal
with Israel, including fifty F-15 fighter
jets. Israel is also buying surveillance
drones from smaller US companies.

The wildfires ravaging Los Angeles

homes.”

Now, social media users are questioning
Israel's empathy given its ongoing war
on Gaza that has lasted over 15

received

approximately $26 billion in military

months.Israel has

One user wrote, "You burn hospitals and
refugees on alive stream.”

You're sending thoughts??? Lol after the
US sent you billions. Thought they are
your greatest ally lol. The people of the
US need to wake up !!! Billions of

new

County have caused widespread
devastation with tens of thousands
forced to evacuate. Firefighters are
making headway as winds weaken, but

fires near the LA-Ventura border

have triggered more evacuations.

concerns, it said.

The Misri-Muttaqi talks came two days
after India "unequivocally"
condemned Pakistani airstrikes in
Afghanistan that killed dozens of
civilians.India has not yet recognised
the Taliban set-up and has been
pitching for the formation of a truly
inclusive government in Kabul. New
Delhi has also been insisting that
Afghan soil must not be used for any
terrorist activities against any
country.

In response to the request from the

Afghan side, India will provide further

material support in the first instance to the

health sector and for the rehabilitation of
refugees, it said.It was learnt that New

Delhi remains concerned over the presence

in Afghanistan of terror elements

belonging to Pakistan-based terror groups
such as Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-

Mohammed (JeM).

Elon Musk Was Asked If He
Believes In God, He Said...

Billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk has
revealed he is open to the "idea of God", but his
views remain shaped by a physics-based perspective
of reality. The Tesla CEQ, in a January 10 interview
with German leader Alice Wiedel, shared his
thoughts on the existence of a higher power.“I'm
open to believing in things proportionate to the
information that I receive," Musk said, when asked if
he believed in God. He elaborated, explaining his
perspective as rooted in a "physics view of reality,"
adding, "I'm just open to the idea of God."

Musk reflected on the origins of the universe,

suggesting that the concept of God could apply to the
creation of the cosmos. "If you say, where did the
universe come from? How is it created? I suppose
there would be some entity that you could call God. |

— )

don'tknow," the SpaceX CEO admitted.

But Musk also drew a distinction between a creative

entity and a moral observer. He questioned whether
such an entity is watching over our daily actions and
passing moral judgment. "That doesn't appear to be
the case because, you know, at least there's some
very evil things that happen in the world," he said. "If
there's someone observing us on a moral basis
continually, then it does seem odd that some very
evil things are allowed to occur."Despite his
uncertainties, Musk said, "Maybe that is the case. |
don't know what I learned. And as I learn more, 1
aspire to change my views to match what I learned.”

Last year, Musk described himself as a "cultural

Christian" during an interview with psychologist
and author Jordan Peterson. While not a
"particularly religious person", Musk said he
believed in the wisdom of Christian teachings,
particularly the principle of "turning the other
cheek.”

Musk said that Christian beliefs "result in the greatest

happiness for humanity, considering not just the
present, but all future humans... I'm actually a big
believer in the principles of Christianity. 1 think
they're very good."

Jimmy Carter Funeral Brings Biden, 4 Ex
Presidents To Honour One Of Their Own

The event saw

President Joe Biden

humanitarian work.The event saw gk

outgoing President Joe Biden and First
Lady Jill Biden seated alongside former
Presidents Barack Obama, George W

alongside former

Bush, Bill Clinton, and their partners.
Former president Donald Trump, set to

presidents Barack

re-enter the Oval Office in ten days,
attended the event with his wife,

Obama, George W

together other political leaders,

Bush, Bill Clinton,

including Vice President Kamala
Harris, former Vice President Mike

and Donald Trump.

Pence, and their predecessors as well.
The atmosphere was marked by

World. Five US presidents — past and present
—set aside political differences to pay their
final respects to former President Jimmy
Carter at his funeral in the Washington
National Cathedral. Carter, who died on
December 29, 2024, at the age of 100, was
remembered for his legacy of public

humility, and post-presidency

service,

moments of solemnity, handshakes, and
occasional glances and awkward smiles.

In his eulogy, Biden praised Carter's integrity
and his transformative role as a private
citizen post-presidency. “To make every
minute of our time on earth count, that's the
very definition of a good life,” Biden said,
as per BBC.Trump's former Vice President,
Mike Pence, shared a polite handshake

Melania Trump.The funeral brought 77

with Trump despite their fractured
relationship following the Capitol riots of The eulogy recalled the special bond between

January 6, 2021. Pence's decision to certify
Biden's presidential victory and his
subsequent 2024 presidential bid against

Trump strained their ties.

Kamala Harris, who lost to Trump in the 2024
maintained a
distance, avoiding any formal interaction

presidential election,

with Trump. Her husband, Doug Emhoff,
however, was seen shaking hands with the
former president.International dignitaries,
including Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, Prince Edward, Duke of
Edinburgh, and UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres were also among the
attendees. Trudeau, who has often been a
target of Trump's verbal jabs, appeared
stoic, even as Trump referred to him as
“Governor Trudeau” in recent weeks.

In a way, former President Gerald Ford was
also present, with his son, Steve,
delivering a eulogy penned by his late
father.

Carter and Ford, saying how the two had
made a pact to speak at each other's funerals
— a commitment Carter honoured when
Ford died in 2006. Ford's eulogy shared,
"By fate, for a brief season, Jimmy Carter
and I were rivals, but later, it led to the most
enduring of friendships."
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ICC chairman Jay Shah to be
felicitated by BCCI at Special
General Meeting

New Delhi.Newly-elected International
Cricket Council (ICC) chairman Jay Shah
will be felicitated by the BCCI's state units
on the sidelines of the Special General
Meeting, scheduled here on Sunday.Former
BCCI secretary Jay Shah became the
youngest ICC chairman after he was elected
unopposed in August last year and took over
the prestigious post on December 1. He
replaced Greg Barclay, who decided not to

|DFC FIRST

Bank

seek a third term.Shah was the BCCI
secretary since October 2019 and chairman
of the Asian Cricket Council since January
2021.

Shah will be a "special invitee" to the SGM,
convened to elect the new secretary and
treasurer of the BCCI.The cricket
administrator has been at the forefront of
expanding the game's imprint globally and
recently met top officials of the 2032
Brisbane Olympics organising committee
to discuss the sport's inclusion in the
Summer Games.Cricket will make a return
to the Olympics after 128 years when it is
played in the 2028 Los Angeles Games. The
sport is not yet confirmed for the 2032
edition in Brisbane.Australian newspaper,
The Age, recently reported that Shah will
meet Cricket Australia chair Mike Baird
and his England counterpart Richard
Thompson later this month to discuss the
finer points of a two-tier Test system to
facilitate more series between the big three
nations.

Real Madrid set up El
Clasico vs FC
Barcelona for Spanish
Super Cup Final

New Delhi.Real Madrid secured their spot in
the Spanish Super Cup final with a
commanding 3-0 victory over Mallorca in
Jeddah on January 10. The win, fuelled by a
clinical second-halfdisplay, sets up a highly
anticipated showdown against arch-rivals
FC Barcelona for Sunday's final.

Carlo Ancelotti’s men dominated the first
half, creating multiple scoring
opportunities. Despite relentless pressure,
Mallorca's goalkeeper Dominik Greif stood
firm, pulling off crucial saves to deny Jude
Bellingham and Aurelien Tchouameni. His
impressive performance kept the game
goalless at the break.

The breakthrough finally came in the 63rd
minute when English star Jude Bellingham
capitalized on a chaotic sequence inside

Ly

Mallorca's penalty box. After attempts by
Rodrygo and Mbappé struck the post and
were scrambled clear, Bellingham slotted
the ball home to give Real Madrid the lead.

Mallorca struggled to find a response as Real
Madrid's relentless attack continued. The
game was effectively sealed in the closing
moments when Martin Valjent
inadvertently turned Brahim Diaz's cross
into his own net during stoppage time.
Moments later, Rodrygo capped off the
victory by converting Lucas Vazquez’s
pinpoint cross to make it 3-0.

This triumph marks Real Madrid's fourth
consecutive Spanish Super Cup final
appearance. Their consistency in the
competition is a testament to Ancelotti's
tactical acumen and the team’s depth.
Sunday's final against Barcelona will be
their third consecutive meeting in this
prestigious event, adding another chapter to
the storied rivalry.As both Spanish giants
prepare for a high-stakes encounter, Real
Madrid will look to maintain their winning
momentum while Barcelona seeks
redemption. The stage is set for another
thrilling El Clasico clash in Saudi Arabia as
the fierce competitors vie for Spanish
football supremacy.

New Delhi .Breakout star of the Border-

New

lga Swiatek felt ‘awkward’ making
excuses for absence during doping ban

wlga Swiatek described her

doping ban as the worst
time in her life and revealed
she had considered publicly
disclosing her positive test
for the banned substance
trimetazidine but chose to
wait until authorities
resolved the case.

New Delhi .Iga AswiA. . tek, World no. 2 and
five-time Grand Slam champion, has
described the emotional turmoil and
uncertainty she faced during her recent
doping ban, calling it "the worst time in my
life." Speaking ahead of the Australian
Open, Swiatek revealed her struggles in
dealing with the situation and the reasoning
behind her decision to remain silent about
the positive doping test until the case was
resolved.Swiatek tested positive for the
banned substance trimetazidine in August
and was provisionally banned the following

month. During this period, she attributed
her absence from tournaments in Asia to
personal matters and fatigue. However, it
was later disclosed that her withdrawal was
due to a one-month doping suspension after
the International Tennis Integrity Agency
(ITIA) confirmed the positive test.The
Polish star denied knowingly taking the
banned substance, explaining that it had
entered her system through contaminated
non-prescription sleep medication.
Following her successful appeal, the ITIA
accepted this explanation, allowing her to
return to competition in October. Swiatek's
provisional ban officially ended on

December 4, factoring in time already
served.

In her remarks to the Polish media,
Swiatek shared her internal conflict
about whether to publicly address the
issue while the case was ongoing. "For
along time, when [ was in Warsaw and
couldn't play, I wondered if it would
be better to say publicly what
happened," Swiatek said. "But the
truth is that with no source at the time
and no decision from the ITIA yet, we
would be only half-informing that I
had a doping case, and that would
have caused me more stress and
problems."

She acknowledged the stigma surrounding
doping allegations and her fear of being
judged negatively. "l always worked hard to
be a good example, to show my integrity,
show good behaviour. Having no control
over this case really freaked me out a bit,"
she admitted.

Swiatek also expressed gratitude for the
support she received from fellow players in
the locker room. "Most of them even
approached me, saying, 'Hey, how can we
avoid this? Is there any way that we can be
more careful? They're worried this can
happen to them as well," she said.The

Sam Konstas might miss out on opening spot
in Sri Lanka, hints George Bailey

Gavaskar Trophy 2024/25 Sam Konstas
might not have a place in the playing XI in
the Test series against Sri Lanka, hinted
chief selector George Bailey. Speaking
after the squad announcement for the Sri |
Lanka series, Bailey said that Australia i
might promote Travis Head to the opening
slot as they did against India in the BGT l
2023 Konstas, who made a name for |
himself in the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
2024/25, played two crucial innings for
his team. In Melbourne - his debut Test
game, Konstas took apart Jasprit Bumrah
and Mohammed Siraj in his brief stay. And
in the last innings of the series, Konstas got
Australia off the blocks quickly in a chase of
162 runs.

However, it seems that his position as an

opener is not guaranteed. Konstas might be
shifted down the order in the line-up or
benched entirely, depending on the pitches
in Sri Lanka.“Trav’s an option (to open).

We’ve got a number of options and there’s
been a few preliminary discussions around
where that may land, and that may depend
on the makeup of that first XI,” Bailey told
cricket.com.au.“l think (head coach)
Andrew (McDonald,) and (stand-in captain)
Steve (Smith) will settle on that in due
course, once we hit Sri Lanka,” he added.

Head, who top-scored in the recently-

concluded Border-Gavaskar series against

India in the middle order, has experience of
batting at the opening spot in the sub-
continent. He had replaced David Warner
during the 2023 tour of India and scored 90
runs at a strike rate of 55.21.Australia
announced a l6-member squad on
Thursday with several fresh faces added to
the group that played India in Sydney last
week. Smith will captain the side as Pat
Cummins is on leave for the birth of his
second child. The 19-year-old Sam Konstas
will remain in contention to make the
starting lineup in Sri Lanka after his
impressive start against India in the two
Tests.““What we have seen is he’s (Konstas)
a quick learner. (He) absorbs a lot of
information,” Bailey said.“So (we’re)
expecting him to get to get a lot out of it. |
know from his spin play in Australia, and the
opportunities he’s (had) in different parts of
the world, we think he’s got a game that’s
well suited, and a technique that can stand

up

Australian Open: Defending.chumpion
Jannik Sinner still in dark about doping bhan

New Delhi.Defending Australian Open

champion Jannik Sinner revealed on Friday
that he remains uncertain about the outcome
of his doping case, which continues to loom
over his preparations for his title defense at
Melbourne Park.Sinner, who failed two
drug tests in March due to low levels of the
anabolic steroid clostebol, was initially
cleared by an independent tribunal in
August after the body accepted his
explanation of unintentional contamination.
However, the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) appealed the ruling at the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) in September,
leaving the Italian still facing the possibility
ofatwo-year ban.

Speaking to reporters ahead of the Australian

Open, Sinner admitted there was little clarity
about the ongoing proceedings.

"I know exactly as much as you guys know.

We're in a stage where we don't know many,
many things," Sinner said. "Yeah, you think
about this, of course. I would lie if I said I
forget. It's been with me for quite a long
time. But it is what it is. I'm here trying to
prepare for the Grand Slam. Let's see how it
goes."Despite the ongoing uncertainty,
Sinner was able to keep his focus last season,

enjoying a standout year that saw him win
his second Grand Slam title at the U.S. Open.

The handling of Sinner's case, as well as that of  “You can be at peace with yourself that you

Iga Swiatek, by tennis anti-doping
authorities has faced criticism from some
players, including Australian Nick Kyrgios,
who called the situation a "horrible look" for
the sport.However, Sinner refrained from
engaging with Kyrgios or other critics. "I
haven't done anything wrong," he stated.
"That's why I'm still here, that's why I'm still
playing. I don't want to respond to what Nick
said or what other players say."Sinner begins
his Australian Open campaign against
Chile’s Nicolas Jarry.

SWIATEK OPENS UPON DOPING

World No.l Iga Swiatek talked about the

struggles she went through amid the doping
controversy she was involved in. Last year,
the Pole served a one-month ban after
testing positive for a banned substance,
named trimetazidine (TMZ), which is used
as a heart medication.Swiatek was
provisionally suspended on September 12,
2024 before she missed three tournaments:
the WTA 500 Hana Bank Korea Open, WTA
1000 China Open and WTA 1000 Dongfeng
Voyah Wuhan Open. Recalling the tough
times, Swiatek revealed that she was
prosecuted and treated like a liar.

didn't do anything wrong, but no one
actually treats you like that... Especially the
people that are kind of prosecuting you.
Even when you're telling the truth, you feel
like they treat you like a liar,” Swiatek told
Tennis Insider Club.*T fought for everything
so hard the past years. What if people are
going to, in their head, take itaway from me?
What if they're going to look at me
differently? I was home at the time and still
there were people coming for autographs or
for a selfie. And I was like "Well, are you
going to do that in one month?”” Swiatek
added.

«lga Swiatek faced emotional
turmoil during her doping ban

«owiatek tested positive for
trimetazidine, was banned for a
month

«Swiatek to begin Australian Open
campaign vs Katerina Siniakova

handling of Swiatek's case, as well as that of
men's world number one Jannik Sinner, has
drawn criticism from some players who
allege double standards in the adjudication
process. However, Swiatek emphasised her
belief in the importance of resolving cases
thoroughly before making them public.
"Ultimately, the system that is in place now,
which gives a chance to find an answer and
resolve the situation before it is revealed
publicly, is reasonable," she concluded.

Swiatek is set to begin her Australian Open

campaign against Katerina Siniakova in the
first round on Sunday, hoping to move pasta
tumultuous chapter in her career.

Virat Kohli, Anushka
Sharma visit
Vrindavan after

woeful Australia series
New Delhi .India batter Virat Kohli and actor

Anushka Sharma visited Vrindavan to meet
Shri Premanand Govind Sharan Ji Maharaj.
Kohli had a woeful outing on the tour of
Australia where he was dismissed in identical
fashion in 8 out of his 9 innings.A video of
Virat Kohli and Anushka Sharma went viral
on the internet, where the duo can be seen
seeking blessings from Shri Premanand
Govind Sharan Ji Maharaj. In the video, Shri
Premanand Govind Sharan Ji Maharaj can be
heard praising Anushka for keeping Virat
Kohli on the path of humility and faith despite

being one of the most successful persons of
his generation.

VIRAT KOHLI'STOUR OFAUSTRALIA
Visiting Australia for the fifth time, Virat Kohli

carried immense expectations on his
shoulders. However, the 36-year-old ended
the tour with a modest 190 runs in nine
innings, averaging just 23.75. The series
began on a high note, with Kohli reaching a
significant milestone by becoming the batter
with the most Test hundreds on Australian
soil, registering his seventh ton during the
Perth Test.

Unfortunately, his performance dipped in the

latter part of the series, as he managed only 85
runs across seven innings in the final four
Tests, which India lost 1-3. Kohli also made
headlines for his on-field antics, including a
shoulder bump with Sam Konstas, an incident
for which the ICC sanctioned him.
Additionally, Kohli attempted to provoke the
Australian crowd with a sandpaper
gesture.Several former players have been
critical of Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma after
the tour. There have been calls of getting the
top India stars back into the Ranji Trophy
game so that they can fix their red-ball game.

East Bengal vs Mohunbagan, ISL Livestreaming:
When and where to watch Kolkata Derby

Delhi. The iconic Kolkata
Derby between East Bengal FC and
Mohun Bagan Super Giant in the
Indian Super League (ISL) 2024-25
season promises to reignite fierce
footballing passion. Scheduled for
January 11 at Guwahati’s Indira
Gandhi Athletic Stadium, this high-
stakes match was relocated from
Kolkata’s Salt Lake Stadium due to
logistical challenges posed by the
Ganga Sagar Mela.East Bengal FC,
under new manager Oscar Bruzon,
has been fighting to regain
competitive form after a challenging start to
the season. Recent victories against
Jamshedpur FC and Punjab FC showed
glimpses of resurgence, though their playoff
hopes suffered a setback with a 2-3 defeat to
Mumbai City FC. With minimal room for
error, East Bengal faces an uphill task against

their arch-rivals.

In contrast, Mohun Bagan Super Giant is
enjoying a remarkable run, currently sitting
atop the ISL table. Their commanding
performances against Punjab FC and
Hyderabad FC have solidified their position
as a formidable contender, making them
favorites for the derby. The team will be

eager to extend their dominance and
maintain their supremacy in Indian
football.

Historical Edge for Mohun Bagan

The head-to-head record heavily favors
Mohun Bagan. East Bengal has failed to
secure victory in their last nine ISL
derbies, with Mohun Bagan scoring at
least twice in each encounter. This
history fuels Mohun Bagan's confidence
as they prepare to assert dominance once
again.

AShotat Redemption

Despite past struggles, East Bengal will

look to disrupt their rivals” momentum and

secure a morale-boosting victory. The

Kolkata Derby, known for its

unpredictability, could be the perfect

platform for Bruzon's men to make a

statement and rally their secason

forward.Fans and pundits alike anticipate a

fiery showdown as East Bengal and Mohun
Bagan vie not only for bragging rights but
also crucial points in the ISL race. Will
Mohun Bagan continue their reign, or can
East Bengal turn the tide? Only time will tell
in this latest chapter of Indian football's most
storied rivalry.

When and where is East Bengal vs Mohun

BaganinISL?

The highly anticipated Kolkata Derby clash

between Mohun Bagan Super Giant and East
Bengal in the ISL 2024-25 season is set to
unfold on January 11 at Guwahati’s Indira
Gandhi Athletic Stadium.

Where to watch East Bengal vs Mohun

Baganin ISL?

Fans can watch the Kolkata Derby clash

between Mohun Bagan Super Giant and East
Bengal FC on Sports 18 and Sports 18 HD
and can also be live-streamed on the
JioCinema app and website.
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Wamiqa ;
Gabbi §

-
Reacts After A Paparazzo Calls Her i
Premika, Says ‘Aap Logon Ne Diya Hai Naam’

ctress Wamiqa Gabbi, who has been making waves with her stellar

performances, recently shared a lighthearted moment with the

paparazzi at Mumbai airport. In a viral video, Wamiqa is seen
interacting with media when one of them referred to her as “Premika."
This left her smiling. She was last seen in Baby John.In the video,
shared by Snehzala, we can see Wamiqa wearing a blue colour saree -
paired with a pink blouse. As she headed towards her car, paps came /
for photos. One of them called her premika. Hearing this she said,
“Aap logon ne diya hai naam." Coming to Baby John, the film is an
official remake of the Tamil movie, Theri. It starred
Ilayathalapathy Vijay and Samantha Ruth Prabhu in the lead roles.
In the remake, Keerthy stepped in to portray the role played by
Samantha. Recently, the actress revealed that Samantha had
recommended her to Atlee for Baby John.

Directed by Kalees, Baby John was released in theatres on

December 25. The film, besides the three leads, also features
Jackie Shroff, Sanya Malhotra and Rajpal Yadav in key

roles.Wamiqa Gabbi has joined the cast of the upcoming spy
thriller “G2," directed by debutant Vinay Kumar Sirigineedi.
“G2" is a sequel to the 2018 hit spy thriller “Goodachari",
written by and starring Adivi. Wamiqa stars opposite Adivi Sesh
in this next instalment of the franchise, continuing the story of
Sesh’s character from “Goodachari", reports variety.com.

The actress said that she is beyond excited to be part of the
incredible journey of ‘G2.” “The first film set a remarkable
benchmark, and stepping into this world is both thrilling
and challenging. Working with such a talented cast and
crew inspires me to push boundaries and bring fresh energy
to my character. I can’t wait for the audience to experience
what we’re crafting — it’s going to be extraordinary." She just
completed the European shooting schedule for “G2" with
Sesh.Produced by T.G. Vishwa Prasad and Abhishek Agarwal
under People Media Factory, Abhishek Agarwal Arts, and AK
Entertainments, “G2" is being developed as a pan-Indian release
in the Telugu, Hindi, Tamil, Kannada and Malayalam languages,
reports variety.com.

After Thailand Holiday With Family

a o
I a.
Is 'Back To The Grind'

fter a refreshing holiday in Thailand with her loved =~ New Yearall."
ones, Alia Bhatt is back to work and sharing updates After a relaxing vacation, Alia
with her fans. On Tuesday, the actress took to  Bhattis gearing up for a busy
Instagram to give a sneak peek into her busy day. In the first ~ work schedule. She is set to
post, Alia showcased her flawless makeup look with a  star in the upcoming spy
simple caption, “Back to the grind." In the next, she shareda  thriller Alpha, alongside
picture with her team, writing, “With my team behind."  Sharvari, directed by
These posts mark Alia Bhatt’s return to her professional ~ Shiv Rawail. This film
commitments after what appeared to be a much-needed  will further expand the
break. renowned Yash Raj
Alia Bhatt ushered in the New Year with her family on a  Filmsspy universe.
Additionally, Alia has
Sanjay Leela
Bhansali’s much-
anticipated Love and
War in her lineup. Co-
starring Vicky
Kaushal and Ranbir
Kapoor, the film was
officially announced
in January 2024,
The Instagram
announcement
read, “We Bring
You Sanjay Leela

tropical getaway, sharing glimpses of the memorable trip.
The pictures featured her husband Ranbir Kapoor, theirbaby ~ Bhansali’s Epic
daughter Raha Kapoor, her mother Soni Razdan, mother-in- Saga ‘Love &
law Neetu Kapoor, director Ayan Mukerji, and sister-in-law ~ War.” See You At
Riddhima Kapoor Sahni. In her heartfelt caption, she shared, The Movies ‘
“2025: where love leads & the rest just follows...!! Happy  Christmas 2025.

;;-’-——_

; Nandamuri Balakrishna And
N Urvashi Rautela's Chemistry
Shines In Daakv Maharai

\

Mabharaj is making waves lately and for all the
right reasons. Starring the iconic 64-year-old
South actor Nandamuri Balakrishna in the lead role,
the film will hit theatres on January 12. Directed by
KS Ravindra and produced by Naga Vamsi and Sai
Soujanya, Daaku Maharaj promises to be an action-
packed thriller. The film features Balakrishna in the
titular role and also boasts an ensemble cast
including Shraddha Srinath, Pragya Jaiswal, Rishi,
Chandni Choudhary, Jeevan Kumar and Satya
Akela.Adding to the buzz is Bollywood diva
Urvashi Rautela, who will be seen performing an
exciting item number in the film. A recently
' P surfaced behind-the-scenes video has fans talking,
v - as it shows Nandamuri Balakrishna striking
romantic poses with Urvashi, hinting at the exciting
chemistry to expect in the film.

Balakrishna’s rugged portrayal of the dacoit-turned-
hero is already a talking point, setting high
expectations among fans.The film’s foot-tapping
number Dabidi Dibidi has already become an
instant sensation, with Urvashi Rautela’s fiery
moves and screen presence stealing the show. Fans
are raving about her electrifying performance,
which has made the song go viral. A few days ago, a
rehearsal video from the song surfaced online,
showing Urvashi practising the
choreography.Urvashi herself shared the video on
Instagram, giving fans a glimpse into her intense
practice sessions with the choreographers. Dressed
in a striking pink midi dress with full sleeves, a
collared neckline and a fit-and-flare design, she
exuded confidence. Paired with sneakers for
comfort, her bold red socks added a playful touch to
the look.

The excitement for Daaku Maharaj doesn’t stop
there. Bobby Deol’s inclusion in the cast as the
antagonist has added an extra layer of intrigue to the
project. Directed by Bobby Kolli and produced
under the Sitara Entertainment banner, the film is
shaping up to be a treat for action
lovers.Meanwhile, Urvashi Rautela has a plate full
of exciting projects.

For Vijay Varma, Beige Is
The New Black And We
Can't Agree More

S outh producer Naga Vamsi’s next film, Daaku

emerged as one of the most promising talents in

Hindi cinema. With his impressive
performances in projects like Darlings, Jaane
Jaan, Dahaad, Mirzapur, and IC 814: The
Kandahar Hijack, the 38-year-old has carved a
niche in the industry. Apart from his acting skills,
Vijay has, time and again, left everyone stunned
with his impeccable fashion sense.On Wednesday,
January &, the actor was spotted in and about in the
city, and his simple look for the day was a lesson in
winter fashion. In a video posted on Instagram,
Vijay was getting out of his car, wearing a beige
sweatshirt paired with straight-fit jeans and
matching sneakers. Unlike many others, the
Darlings always make sure to wear some sort of
accessory to add an oomph factor to his look. For
his latest outing, Vijay opted for a brown baseball
hat, uber-cool sunglasses and a classy watch. He
was also seen carrying a brown leather bag.

In the video, as soon as he gets down from his car,
Vijay can be seen greeting the person who opened
the door for him.

Proving his humble nature once again, the Dahaad
actor was warmly greeting the paparazzi with a
victory sign. He then posed for them briefly before
entering the building. Vijay, with a wide smile on
his face, bid adieu to the paps.

Vijay, recognised as one of the best-dressed male
celebrities in Bollywood, looked back at his
“fashion-forward" moments in 2024. Just days
ago, he shared a video on his Instagram account
featuring glimpses of his best-dressed moments
from last year, and he is a true trailblazer.

When it comes to fashion, the IC 814 actor is
someone who has consistently pushed boundaries
with his bold and experimental style. Whether it’s
wearing colourful florals, eye-catching prints,
extravagant ethnic outfits or effortlessly pulling
off androgynous outfits, he is not afraid to think
out of the box and embrace unconventional looks
with ease.

In the caption of his post, Vijay wrote, “Rewind my
fashion forward 2024. You can see... I was
committed to serving looks in 2024. Owe it big
time to everyone who helped me put these
together! My hair make-up team, magazine
editors, designers, photographers and stylists.. esp
@vrindaanarang."Speaking of his work front,
Vijay Varma is expected to star in Ul Jalool Ishq
and Matka King in 2025.

In the last few years, actor Vijay Varma has
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