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Buck buckled, and
Shimla got its book

A hundred years ago, in 1925, perhaps one of the
finest town chronicles to have been written about T
any part of the world was published. This was the
second edition of ‘Simla Past and Present’, where
340 pages were packed with details and anecdotes.

The first edition was considerably slimmer and
had been written in 1904 — at the express
command of the British Governor-General and
Viceroy of the time, Lord Curzon. The author,
Edward John Buck (1862-1948), was the Agent—
as the Correspondent was called — attached to the
colonial Government of India for the news agency,
Reuters.One of his tasks, at the outset of the First
World War in 1914, was to distribute telegraphic
messages to other parts of the British Empire about
how India was helping in Britain’s war effort and
‘...to contradict the baseless reports circulated
from German and other anti-British sources!” In
turn, for around a century, Reuters was the primary
news agency of the British Empire. Despite being T
mainly dependent on British sources, Buck’s
book, however, remains largely — and pleasantly
— free of political commentary or prejudice.

As Buck recounted, the writing of ‘Simla Past and

Present’ began, as it often does, with no intentions
of becoming a book — and even now, a century
later, this remains a standard and valued text. This
started with a conversation he had with his friend,
Sir Arthur Milford Ker, manager of the Alliance
Bank of Simla. Ker had taken one of Shimla’s
iconic homes, Chapslee, as his residence. He told
Buck that he had come across some papers that
pertained to the Auckland House estate and its
adjoining property, Chapslee.Auckland House
had served as the residence of the Governor-
General, Lord Auckland, between 1836 and 1842.
It went on to become a boarding house and then, a
girls’ school — which it still is. Partly based on
these papers, Buck wrote a couple of articles for
the popular, and now defunct, newspaper, The
Civil and Military Gazette. The Viceroy, Curzon,
learnt about these articles and invited Buck and his
wife to lunch at Naldehra— where he would camp
for weeks on end as he disliked the opulent and
often overpowering architecture of the Viceregal
Lodge in Shimla. After lunch, the Viceroy took
Buck for a stroll and told him in no uncertain
words: “Mr Buck, I’ve asked you here to tell that
you are to write abook on Simla.”

Buck tried to get out of the situation, but Curzon
would have none of it. And, Buck, buckled. For
that, we, of later generations, may well be grateful
to Curzon, whom we do not remember kindly as he
was responsible for the partition of Bengal in 1905
and the invasion of Tibet in 1903. As a side note, it
may be added that Curzon established the
Archaeological Survey of India and undertook the T
restoration of the Taj Mahal — as well as set up the
country’s first wildlife sanctuary, which is now the
Kaziranga National Park. Curzon was influenced
by his stay in India and impressed by Hindu
thought and noted: “India has left a deeper mark
upon the history, the philosophy, and the religion
of mankind than any other terrestrial unit in the
universe.” Gandhiji was to note that he was the
first Viceroy who was sympathetic to the fate of
indentured labourers. Three days after obtaining a

We aren't masters of our private universe
THE GREAT GAME: The law of the land and courts have little business in areas occupied by consenting adults

WO stories in The Tribune on Friday, on the
worsening sex ratio in Punjab as well as the Supreme
Court’s refusal to allow same-sex couples to get
married anywhere in the country, may on the face of
it seem both disparate as well as disconnected from
the other.But look closely, dear Reader. There’s a
skein of something that links the two together — a
something that militates against the idea of choice.
What you wear, who you go out with, who you vote
for, what you eat, who and how and
when and why you marry who you §
want to marry... Perhaps it all begins
with whether you will allow your girl’s
foetus to complete a full-term and
become a full-blown baby.

he fact is, both these pieces of news in
The Tribune are joined by the idea of §
control. Someone doesn’t like the fact
that you’re a girl, so get rid of her. 1§
Someone else doesn’t like the fact that |
you’re marrying someone of the same
sex, even though you may love this
person, because it militates against the
idea of “holy matrimony”. Marriage is
a social contract and society cannot be |
disturbed by images that I don’t
approve of.I must have control. I am §
judge, jury and executioner and I
know better than you.The odd thing is

of our same-sex choice and have children with them,
via adoption or surrogacy, and take out life insurance
policies and go for holidays together and on school
application forms proudly say that we are both the
parents of this child. The message is that we are not
masters of our own private universes. That the
‘lakshman rekha’ between homosexual and
heterosexual couples is very much alive and well,
and if we dare to cross it, then we will have to face

A
PRIVILEGE!

the consequences.

that it is none other than the Supreme Court, the Of course, the Hon’ble Bench has gotten around the

upholder of the Constitution — the 75th anniversary
of which we so joyfully celebrated only a few weeks
ago — which is leading the main charge. So, when
the Court dismissed a review petition on Thursday
challenging a 2023 ruling refusing marriage for
same-sex couples —several of whom had challenged
this as a denial of their fundamental rights under the
Constitution — it was effectively telling millions of
same-sex partners that it knew better.Now, let’s
think about this for a second. The five-judge Bench
of the Supreme Court — one of them an upstanding
son from our own Punjab & Haryana High Court,
Justice Surya Kant— has basically announced that it
is the final arbiter on who you can marry. That it’s
okay to do what you want behind the closed doors of
your bedroom, but once outside in the public glare,
you must follow certain societal norms.

here is a message for us hapless folk here — ordinary
folk who happen to love and want to live with people

anticipated accusation of discrimination by saying
that there is “no unqualified right” to marriage. Try
telling a heterosexual couple that, though. (Nor is
this article going to point towards the Court’s
persistent refusal to criminalise marital rape or why
single, unmarried women cannot carry a surrogate
child — no point veering off into other contentious
matters.)So here’s the thing. Back in 2018, the brave
and courageous Supreme Court read down Section
377, basically knocked it off our history books
because the 1861-era law criminalised sex between
two people of the same sex. It was absolutely the
right thing to do and the country cheered on the
Court, because it was taking a step in favour of equal
rights. It was standing up for the Constitution.

The current petitions were a natural follow-through of

the Court’s withering dismissal of Section 377. Now
that you let us come out of the closet, same-sex
couples were saying, allow us to be just like you.

INDIA wilting

Onus on Congress to keep the bloc intact

formal consent, Curzon agreed to allow Buck to
dedicate the book to him. He asked to see the
chapter titled ‘Residences of the Governors-
General and Viceroys’ and made several
corrections and observations in a red or blue pencil
— and even added a few pages. Twenty-one years
later, the far more comprehensive second edition
came along. Outstanding in scope and detail, the
1925 edition had 21 chapters that ranged from the
origins of the town, to what was perceived to be its
future. In its substantial scope, it covered history,
society, theatre, nature, buildings and swept in the
suburbs and local customs. This, again, with
permission, was dedicated to the Viceroy of the
time, Lord Reading. But, of course, there is a
downside. There is but little mention of Indians
and those too are mostly of the princely families
that took residence in the town or were visitors.
That course correction would come only after
Independence and with other writings.
In Shimla, Buck’s residence was Northbank.

JAMMU & Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah has ruffled quite a few feathers,
particularly in the Congress camp, by raising
doubts about the INDIA bloc’s future and
suggesting that it should be wound up if it was
meant only for the parliamentary elections. His
obvious targets are two alliance partners —
AAP and the Congress — which are working at
cross purposes in the Delhi Assembly elections.
Omar’s outburst comes in the wake of RID
leader Tejashwi Yadav’s remark that the bloc
was formed only for the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.
Putting on a brave face, senior INDIA leader
and Omar’s father Farooq Abdullah has
claimed that the alliance is about
“strengthening India and eliminating hatred”,
but he didn’t sound very convincing when he
vouched for the bloc’s longevity. The cracks are

undoubtedly widening. The alliance is

seven months after its creditable performance in the Lok

Fast-forward to Thursday, 2025. By refusing

marriage, the Hon’ble Court was basically saying

that it’s simply not okay to formalise this

relationship between two same-sex consenting
adults.Of course, the question is why. Why do five

— or eight judges, if you include those on the 2023

judgment in which three persons on the Bench tilted

in favour of keeping marriage out of bounds — feel

that they know more about love and marriage than
those who are actually living it? Why do
they feel they know better? Do they really
know better?

Actually, this attempt at control begins at the
beginning, right from the time you’re a
foetus, even before you become a child,
leave alone a man/woman. Back in 1994,
India passed a law, the Pre-Conception
and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act,
that prohibited you from medically
seeking information on the sex of an
unborn child. The Tribune story by
Deepkamal Kochhar, citing civil
registration data across Punjab, says that
the sex ratio in 2023 has actually worsened
in parts of Punjab — in Pathankot and
Gurdaspur, the worst districts, only 864
and 888 girls were born, respectively,
compared to 1,000 male children —
because female foeticides, all illegal

abortions, are still being carried out in defiance of
the law.Perhaps the Court is attempting to paint a
picture of the ideal couple — the ‘hum do, hamaare
do’ husband-wife with two ideal children. Perhaps it
is subconsciously emulating the sanskari ideal that
the RSS promotes, of the male head of the household
and the protective, caring mother by his side.
Perhaps it genuinely believes that such matters are
not its business, that Parliament or state legislatures
must know Dbetter.Perhaps the Supreme Court
doesn’t realise that this One Nation, One Happy
Family construct is exactly that — a man-made
construct that is far removed from reality. One
glance at the teeming courts in our country where
petitioners from all walks of life are seeking justice
or one quick, second-hand look at the seamy side of
life via Netflix serials like Mirzapur — or the first
chapter of Anna Karenina, or the Mahabharata — is
enough to give you some idea of the constant chaos
that thrums beneath the palimpsest of society.

its leadership of INDIA for granted, only to be
rudely jolted by successive poll setbacks —
first in Haryana and then in Maharashtra. The
grand old party is playing second fiddle to
regional parties in both Jharkhand and J&K,
where INDIA triumphed last year. The
Congress has lost not only bragging rights but
also the ability to spearhead a pan-India
coalition that can challenge the BJP.The onus,
however, is still on the Congress to keep the
bloc intact, as pointed out by Uddhav
Thackeray’s Shiv Sena faction. It continues to
be the largest party in the Opposition alliance.
The Gandhis — all three of them are in
Parliament now — and Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge need to reach out to
disgruntled allies. The least they can do is to
set INDIA’s agenda for this year in
consultation with other stakeholders. Letting

becoming a rudderless ship, if not a sinking one, merely things drift will be a win-win situation for the BJP.

B Warming up to feeding backyard birds in the Kashmir snow N

The conundrum of whether to feed or not to feed birds has bothered ornithologists as, for them, supplementary feeding could change the wild bird’s natural behaviour
w v . 20

Sabha elections. Who is at the helm? The Congress took

My oldest and one of the most cherished childhood ground should be avoided as it can attract unwanted

bird memories is my mother spreading rice grains on
the windowsill in early winter mornings and the
bulbuls, sparrows and mynas dashing in to pick them.
This was a routine she would follow religiously till
the ground outside remained blanketed with snow.
The birds would become so confiding that if there
was a slight delay in the daily offerings, they would
peck at the windowpanes to remind her to feed them.
Wild birds are well-adapted to their habitats and
presumably know how to fend for themselves even
during weather extremities. We humans feed birds as
we consider this to be a noble act that does good to us
and to the birds as well. We enjoy the sights and
sounds of birds in our vicinity and providing some
feed brings them to our backyard. The conundrum of
whether to feed or not to feed birds has bothered
ornithologists as, for them, supplementary feeding
could change the wild bird’s natural behaviour,
including foraging, migration and even breeding.
But the latest studies suggest that birds with access to
a feeder survive better during severe winters because
they have more fat and spend less time and energy
than otherwise required to forage for the natural food
in the wild.Severe temperate winters like the ones we
have in Kashmir affect birds as much as humans.
With shorter days, freezing temperatures and no
greens and insects around, it is hard for the birds to
find forage. After a heavy snowfall, finding food
becomes even more challenging. During summer,
which is the breeding season for most birds in
Kashmir, the latter consume protein-rich insects,
which are in abundance and easily captured. As the
fall approaches, the avians take to fruits and seeds to
survive, which, in harsher snowy winter remain in

short supply in the wild. This is the time when the
birds won’t mind supplements from humans and
when the bird-feeding enthusiasts should restock
their feeders.Bird-feeding by humans, however, has
its own risks for the birds. It can attract individuals
from different bird species and bring them together
closer, and more frequently than normal in nature.
This can create ideal conditions for the transmission
of parasitic contaminations and diseases. If the bird
feeding point is not properly secured or the right type
of bird feeder is not installed, predation by wild and
stray predators like dogs, cats and mongooses can
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take a toll on the feeding birds.Over the past decade,
birdwatching in Kashmir has picked up like never
before and so has the enthusiasm to feed birds. Bird
lovers often ask me for tips to attract birds of their
choice through feeding. It is not difficult to bring
birds to your backyard if you employ the correct bird-
feeding method. However, for the welfare of birds,
you need to follow some basic guidelines. Itis always
advised to create a bird-feeding station at a suitable
place in your backyard (or front lawn, as we usually
have in Kashmir) and use proper bird feeders that
best suit the birds in need. Scattering the feed on the

species like rats and feral pigeons. Bird feeders can
be designed and built at home or purchased from the
market. The prerequisite for a good bird feeder is that
it should be easily accessible to the birds with a sort
of ledge for them to perch on; it should be
inaccessible to the predators, preferably a
suspensible one and it should have sufficient roof
and/or drainage to prevent water from ruining the
feed. It is best to place the bird feeder in the vicinity
oftrees or even hang it from the branch of one in your
garden.Traditionally, in Kashmir, we feed rice, both
un-cooked and cooked (leftover), and corn to the
birds. Apart from rice (kernels), whole (un-hulled)
paddy seeds can also be used, and it is better to have
cracked corn, which suits the smaller birds.
Sunflower seeds, which are highly nutritious and
high in fat and widely used as bird feed worldwide,
should also be tried. Suet, the hard animal fat used in
cooking and readily available in butcher shops in
Kashmir, can be an effective attractant for bird
species like tits, nuthatches and woodpeckers.

Maintenance of the bird feeders is also a must. The
feeders and feeding areas must be kept clean and to
avoid overcrowding, feeders should be placed
sufficiently apart. You also need to check your
feeders for sharp edges, which can cause injuries to
the birds.Paul Baicich, co-author of ‘Feeding Wild
Birds in America: Culture, Commerce &
Conservation’, writes about bird-feeding: “It’s
wonderful. It introduces people to nature — in their
backyard. It’s the intermediate step between sitting
around the house and actually going out to a national
wildlife refuge. The birds don’t need the feeders. We
do.”
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Samsung leads global
mobile market, Apple comes
second

NEW DELHI. South Korean technology giant
Samsung maintained its leadership in the global
mobile market, capturing 19% of the market share
in 2024. It was closely followed by Apple, which
secured 18%. However, both companies
experienced a slight decline in market share
compared to the previous year—Apple held 19%
and Samsung had 20% in 2023.Overall, global
smartphone sales grew 4% year-on-year (YoY) in
2024, reflecting improved consumer sentiment as
macroeconomic conditions showed signs of
recovery."iPhone sell-through was down, but
consumers are pivoting to Apple’s ultra-high end,
helping to offset some of the declines. In markets
like China, we’re seeing sell-through share of Pro
series devices ballooning. To illustrate, Pro and
Pro Max devices were at mid-forties share in
China during Q4 2023, but in Q4 2024, we’re
likely to see final numbers tip well over the
halfway mark,” said Ivan Lam, senior analyst at
Counterpoint Research.Samsung’s market
leadership is driven by demand for its S24 and A-
series models. The S24 series, marking Samsung’s
first Al-driven smartphone, surpassed its
predecessors and was well-received in Western
Europe and the US. While the iPhone 16 series
garnered a mixed response, partly due to limited
availability of Apple Intelligence at launch, Apple
saw continued growth in emerging markets,
including Latin America, Africa, and Asia-Pacific.

JSW Cement gets Sehi nod
for Rs 4,000 crore IP0

MUMBALI. JSW Cement has finally received the
regulatory approval to float a Rs 4,000 crore initial
share sale plan. Capital markets regulator Sebi
issued observation letter on the draft papers last
week. Sebi has kept the approval pending since last
September. According to the latest processing status
of the draft offer documents published on Monday,
the company said it has received the Sebi nod. As per
the latest papers, the IPO will comprise a fresh issue
worth Rs 2,000 crore, and an offer-for-sale of up to
Rs 2,000 crore by investors. While external investors
AP Asia Opportunistic Holdings, and Synergy
Metals Investments Holding will be selling shares
worth Rs 937.5 crore each in the offer-for-sale, and

the remainder shares worth Rs 125 crore will be
offloaded by State Bank of India through the OFS.
The Sebi had kept the issuance of observations on draft
papers of JISW Cement in abeyance since September
reportedly for alleged violations of inter-se transfer
of investments held by Hexa Securities and Finance

Co, in which several Jindal family members,
including JSW group chairman Sajjan Jindal, were
directors.The issuer intends to utilise Rs 800 crore of
issue to part finance a new integrated cement unit at
Nagaur in Rajasthan and Rs 720 crore to repay debt.
The cement manufacturer has already deployed Rs
287.8 crore into the Nagaur unit till June 2024,
which will involve a total investment of Rs 2,697
crore.

Quadrant Future Tek listing:
Shares make strong D-Street
debut at 27% premium

NEW DELHI. Quadrant Future Tek shares made an
impressive debut on the stock market on Tuesday.
The stock opened at Rs 370 on the NSE, reflecting a
27.5% premium over its [PO price of Rs 290. On the
BSE, the listing was slightly higher at Rs 374,
marking a 29% gain.Despite the strong start, the
listing price did not quite align with the grey market
trends ahead of the listing of the IPO.The company
had raised Rs 130.50 crore from anchor investors in
the lead-up to the public issue, which opened on 6
January 2024.

Allotment of shares for Quadrant Future Tek PO
(initial public offering) was finalised on January 10,
after the public listing saw massive interest from
investors over its 3-day bidding process.Quadrant
Future Tek IPO received a strong response from
investors and was oversubscribed by 195.96 times
by the end of its third day on January 9, 2025. The
retail segment saw the highest demand with
subscriptions soaring to 256.46 times. The qualified
institutional buyers (QIB) category followed at
139.77 times, while non-institutional investors
(NII) showed significant interest at 268.03 times.

Quadrant Future Tek IPO opened for bidding on
January 7, 2025 looking to raise Rs 290.00 crore
through its listing. The price band for the IPO was
set between Rs 230 and Rs 243 per share. Investors
could apply for a minimum lot size of 61 shares,
which required aretail investment of Rs 14,823.

Quadrant Future Tek Limited, established in
September 2015, specialises in developing
advanced Train Control and Signaling Systems for
the Indian Railways' KAVACH project. This
initiative is designed to improve passenger safety
and ensure greater reliability in railway operations.

In addition to its focus on railway technology, the
company operates a manufacturing facility for
specialised cables, which includes an Electron
Beam Irradiation Centre, enabling precision and
durability in cable production.

Falling rupee may increase consumer woes

Consumer durables,
automobiles, travel
and tourism could
become more
expensive in near
term due to the
impact of the value
of rupee hitting an
all-time low.

NEW DELHI. The sharp fall in rupee vis-
a-vis dollar over the past couple of
months will have more of negative
impacts and minimal gain on export
front, as per experts.

Import-dependent sectors are expected to
face cost pressures, which would
ultimately impact the consumers. Rupee
depreciation could force the RBI to hold
interest rates in its February Monetary

Fintech sector witnesses 33 fall
in funding at 1.9 billion 1n 2024

BENGALURU. Though the country’s
fintech ecosystem is considered one of
the top three globally funded sectors
in 2024, after the US and the UK, it
managed to raise only $1.9 billion in
2024, which is a 33% drop compared
to $2.8 billion secured in 2023 and a |
66% decline from $5.6 billion raised |
in 2022, according to data shared by
market intelligence platform
Tracxn.The funding landscape in
2024 saw a significant shift, with only
three $100 million-plus funding

Policy meet. Usually, depreciation Wk

of local currency makes exports
more competitive, but experts say
this may not be the true scenario in
the present situation.In recent
years, a weaker rupee has not
translated into major gains for
Indian exports due to several
structural and global factors, says
Ajay Sahai, director general and
CEO, Federation of Indian Export
Organisation (FIEO). He explains: &
“Ifrupee depreciates by 2% and our |
competitor’s currency by 4%, we
lose by 2%.Recent depreciation
should be seen in this perspective as
rupee is one of the best performing
currencies in Asia.” Between September
10 and January 10, rupee fell by 2.4%,
while Malaysia Ringgit depreciated by
3.1%, Philippines Peso 3.8%, Singapore
dollar by 4.1% and Japanese Yen by over
8%. On Monday, rupee fell 58 paise to
close at a historic low of 86.62.Many
Indian exports from sectors like
electronics, chemicals, petroleum, gems
& jewellery and engineering goods rely
on imported raw materials and

Seed-stage funding also faced
challenges, reaching $178 million in
2024—down 19% from $219 million
in 2023 and 66% from $529 million in
2022.Neha Singh,
Tracxn, said, “The emergence of two
new unicorns and a record eight IPOs
in 2024 underscore the sector’s ability
to thrive amidst challenges. As we look
to the future, the sector is poised to
build on these successes,
financial inclusion and innovation
while solidifying its position as a

components. “With a weaker rupee, the
cost of imports rises, offsetting the
competitive advantage of cheaper
exports,” says Sahai.

As per Dr Niranjan Shastri, Associate
Professor (Finance) at SBM - SVKM’s

NMIMS Indore, import-dependent
sectors could face major cost pressures,
potentially impacting their profitability
and pricing strategies. Consumers will
have to bear higher costs as automobiles,
consumer durables and travel and
tourism could become expensive.

co-founder at

driving

'~ Kinjal Shah, senior vice-president and
co-group head, corporate ratings,
ICRA Limited, says with 35-50% of
the airlines’ operating expenses
denominated in US dollar, rupee
depreciation impacts the operating
profit margins of airlines.This may
force airlines to hike their ticket
prices. India, which imports 80% of
its crude oil needs, may see a rise in
oil import bill. Therefore, any hope
of fuel price cut in the near future is
likely to be dashed. The fall in rupee
puts the chances of rate ut in
February at risk.The depreciation
pressures on rupee makes the February
rate cut a close call, says Gaura Sen
Gupta, chief economist, IDFC First
Bank.

“RBI is facing the full force of impossible

trinity - fixed exchange rate, free capital
movement and independent monetary
policy. Monetary policy will need to
either choose policy independence by
embracing a faster pace of depreciation
or choose currency stability by giving-
up some of that independence,” she
added.

US ban on Russian oil may
not have instant impact

NEW DELHI. The recent sanctions imposed by the
US on the Russian oil are unlikely to have an
immediate or direct impact on India’s oil supply.
Any major effects are expected to be felt in next
two months, as per a senior official in the
petroleum ministry. The official said, on condition
of anonymity, the worst-case scenario of the
sanctions on Russian crude would be that India
will no longer receive discounted or cheaper
crude and will have to purchase crude at the
market price. “In the next two months, we don’t
see major problems. It is too early to say,” said the
official.

The US imposed sanctions on Russian oil producers
Gazprom Neft and Surgutneftegas on Friday,
along with 183 vessels. The purpose of sanction is
to disrupt revenue stream Moscow uses to fund its

WHY HCLTECH

rounds recorded, marking a 50%
decline from the six such rounds in
2023. Some of the notable deals in
2024 included DMI Finance’s $334
million funding led by MUFG, and
Credit Saison’s, an online marketplace
for consumer and business loans, $144
million in a Series D funding
round.The downturn was evident
across all funding stages, with late-

stage rounds being the most affected.
Late-stage funding amounted to $1.1
billion, marking a 42% reduction
compared to $1.9 billion raised in 2023
and a 65% decline from $3.1 billion in
2022. Early-stage rounds followed a
similar trend, recording $562 million in
funding in 2024. This is a 16% drop
from $667 million raised in 2023 and a
70% decline from $1.9 billion in 2022.

global leader in the Fintech
space.”M&A activity too saw a dip,
with 26 acquisitions recorded in 2024,
down 16% from 31 in 2023. The $94.5
million acquisition of PureSoftware, an
omnichannel banking solutions
provider, by Happiest Minds is one of
the notable transactions. The sector also
witnessed eight [POs in 2024, a 300%
increase compred.

Explained: Why HCLTech share price fell

nearly 10% despite positive Q3 results

NEW DELHI. Shares of HCL

Technologies Ltd. fell nearly
10% on Tuesday despite the
company meeting street
expectations in its third quarter
(Q3FY25) results.At 10:46 am,
HCLTech's shares were trading
9.02% lower at Rs 1,806.20 on
the Bombay Stock Exchange

(BSE). Earlier, its shares hit an & A

intraday low of Rs 1,798.40.

HCL Technologies Q3 results
HCLTech reported a net profit of Rs

4,591 crore, a 5.5% year-on-year
(YoY) increase from Rs 4,350 crore in
the corresponding quarter last year.

Revenue from operations rose 5.07%

YoY to Rs 29,890 crore.Earnings
before interest and tax (EBIT) stood at
Rs 5,821 crore, up 8.6% YoY, with
EBIT margins improving by 90 basis
points to 19.5%.The company raised its
full-year constant currency revenue
growth guidance to 4.5-5% but retained
its EBIT margin guidance at 18-19%.

SHARES FELL

NEW DELHI.The stock market took a

TODAY?

Despite healthy deal bookings worth $2.1

billion, muted management
commentary on the near-term outlook
weighed heavily on investor sentiment.

Kotak Institutional Equities maintained a

‘reduce’ rating on the stock with a fair
value of Rs 1,760, citing tepid large
deal wins in recent quarters.The
brokerage highlighted that HCLTech’s
growth acceleration may lag peers due
to its portfolio mix.“We expect HCL
Tech to gain from opportunities during
the recovery in discretionary spending

but with slower growth compared
to select peers,” the brokerage
said.Nirmal Bang Institutional
Equities issued a ‘buy’ rating, with
atarget price of Rs 2,282, citing the
company’s strong deal pipeline in
areas like GenAIl and ERP
automation.“While near-term
growth appears muted, HCL
Tech’s stable leadership and
favorable business mix make it a
solid long-term bet,” it noted.

Global brokerage Nomura retained
its ‘buy’ rating, setting a target price of
Rs 2,000, while Morgan Stanley
maintained an ‘equal-weight’ stance
with a target of Rs 1,970.

Simply put, HCLTech’s near-term
performance faces hurdles, but analysts
remain divided on its long-term
prospects.While some highlight strong
fundamentals, others flag valuation
concerns and a sluggish large-deal
pipeline. For now, investors seem wary
of its subdued guidance despite stable
financial metrics.

war with Ukraine. Many of these tankers have
been used to ship oil to India and China, as
Western sanctions and the price cap imposed by
the Group of Seven (G7) countries in 2022 shifted
flow of Russian oil from Europe to Asia.Some of
the vessels carry oil from Iran, which is also under
sanctions. However, the official maintained that
he was hopeful that within next two months, new
market dynamics would evolve. Indian refineries
will study the market and subsequently buy crude
from wherever they can get it at the cheapest
price.

The official said there would be no disruption as oil
supply is not a concern and there are sufficient
alternative suppliers. He pointed out that any
shortfall in supply could be addressed by OPEC,
which has spare capacity. Outside of OPEC,
countries like Guyana, the USA, Canada, Brazil,
and Suriname could step in to meet India’s needs.
As per the official, while one of the sanctioned
entities was not a major supplier to India, the other
supplied a major amount of crude.

“There will certainly be disruption, but it will not be
immediate. This is because there is a transit
period. For example, cargo already in transit will
still reach us. The key is to have a window of six-
eight weeks, during which current shipments can
arrive. This six-eight week period provides time
for buyers and producers to find solutions. It is
possible that a producer might be willing to sell at
adiscounted price,” the official added.

Red alert on Dalal Street: Should investors worry?

huge hit on Monday, leaving investors
concerned as nearly Rs 13 lakh crore of
wealth was wiped out in a sharp market
decline.The Sensex tumbled over 1,000
points, while the Nifty50 struggled to
hold above the key 23,000 mark. This
extended the ongoing downtrend, with
both indices losing over 7% in the past
month and more than 2% since the start of
the year.Vaibhav Vidwani, a research
analyst at Bonanza, explained the reasons
for the market crash and said, "Profit
booking by foreign investors, weak
government spending on capital
expenditure, and rising food inflation
were major drivers of the sell-off.
Concerns about U.S. economic data,
particularly a strong jobs report, have
reduced the chances of Federal Reserve

e

rate cuts in 2025, increasing global
market volatility. Additionally, the rupee
hitting an all-time low against the dollar
has further impacted investor sentiment."
Another key factor weighing on the
markets is the rise in global crude oil
prices. Brent Crude recently crossed $81
per barrel, which has reignited fears of
higher inflation. Prashanth Tapse noted
that this, combined with foreign investor
outflows, has made it difficult for Indian
equities to attract new investments.
Foreign institutional investors (FIIs) have

been net sellers this month, pulling out
over $4 billion from Indian equities. This
follows an outflow of $11 billion in the

previous quarter, highlighting the
pressure on domestic markets.

SHOULD INVESTORS PANIC?
Nilesh D Naik, Head of Investment

He added,

"Stopping systematic

significant declines, with midcap indices
dropping by 4%. She pointed out that the
markets have seen a cumulative fall of
about 14-15% since their peak last
September.In response to the volatility,
Gupta advised investors to resist the urge
to make hasty decisions. She said, "With
times like this, all the news you see, there
is a natural temptation to panic and take
action that may not be good for your
portfolio. My advice to you would be to
embrace the volatility and try to hold on
for the long term."

WHAT NEXT FORTHE MARKET?

% Analysts expect the markets to remain
weak in the short term. Emkay Global
has projected a conservative Nifty target
0f'25,000 for 2025, with expectations of
subdued performance until March.

However, there is some optimism for
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investment plans (SIPs) during such
corrections is counterproductive. It’s like
a batsman leaving the crease when an
easy bowler comes to bowl. Continuing
SIPs through downturns often pays off in
the long term."

Products at Share.Market, explained, "A Radhika Gupta, the Managing Director and

10-12% drop from the peak should not be
a cause for panic. Over the last 20 years,
the market has traded more than 10%
below its peak on 34.73% of trading days,
more than 20% lower on 16.45% of days,
and over 30% lower on 6.73% of days."

CEO of Edelweiss Mutual Fund, shared
valuable insights, stressing the need for
investors to remain composed and focus
on long-term goals.

Gupta acknowledged the day’s market

challenges, calling it one of the most

smaller stocks. "Small and mid-cap
stocks could outperform in the current
environment, providing opportunities for
investors willing to take a slightly higher
risk," Emkay Global noted in its recent
report.

Ajit Mishra advised a "sell on rise" strategy

for traders, suggesting they focus on
relatively stable sectors like IT, FMCG,
and select pharma stocks. He also
highlighted the importance of managing
risks and adjusting stock-specific
positions as per market conditions.
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Centre set to map land along national
highways to pave way for projects

The pan-
India

mapping
will help

NEW DELHI. The ministry of
road transport and highways will
begin a comprehensive exercise
to identify unutilised land parcels

within and outside the right of =

way (RoW) along the national
highways, officials said.RoW is a
set of property rights given to
government agencies facilitating

the

agenc i es i n them to construct and maintain
the road projects. The pan-India

com pi lation mapping will help the agencies in
compilation of a consolidated

Of @ record of land for the government
use."For this land data asset

H management programme, the

conso I 1 d a Iled ministry will form a dedicated
recor d o f unit and engage a team of land and

land for the

GIS experts to support each
regional office in different states
to collate plot-wise information,"
said a ministry official associated

governme nt with the programme. Scrutiny of
available government documents
use. and on-ground visits to towns or

v

villages are proposed as part of
the exercise, the official said.The
ministry already has a land
acquisition portal — Bhoomi
Rashi — as a single-point
platform to process land
notifications and streamline the

land acquisition process and
information on land records
within and outside of RoW,
according to officials.

The details of land collected though
the mapping process will
eventually help in identification

of unutilised land parcels through
the portal, the officials added.

The unit to be set up for the purpose
will review and suggest
recommendations to improve the
online platform for collating
digitised land records and create
a centralised repository of land.
“This will also pave the way for
upgrade of the portal
subsequently,” an official said,
adding that at present the total
length of NHs, including
expressways, is approximately
1.40 lakh kilometres.Soon the
ministry will start conducting
workshops for officials in
coordination with its land
acquisition division to explain
methodology and processes of
digitising revenue maps, data
collection and collation. For an
effective process, it has also
planned to monitor the progress
on aweekly basis.

Meerut boy dies by suicide after
family sells his Bullet bike over
'had company'

New Delhi. A Class 9 student in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh
died by suicide after allegedly being reprimanded by his
family for hanging out with the wrong crowd. According
to police, the teenager shot himself in the temple with a
pistol after his mother and elder brother sold his
motorcycle to discourage him from keeping bad
company.The boy’s mother, a nurse at a medical college,
returned home with her elder son around 8 pm on
Saturday, January 12. When they arrived, the younger
son was seen standing on the balcony of their house.
Shortly after, he went into his room and shot himself.

Family members broke a window to enter the room and
found him lying in a pool of blood. He was rushed to a
hospital but was declared dead on arrival.Prior to the
suicide, the boy had reportedly searched online for
“what happens to the soul after death” on Google and
YouTube.

The family, originally from Bulandshahr, had moved to
Meerut six months ago after purchasing a home in Apex
Colony. The mother, who lost her husband to an illness a
year ago, had been raising her two sons—her 17-year-
old elder son and the deceased boy—alone.

Police recovered a pistol from the scene. During the
investigation, it was revealed that the family had scolded
the teen multiple times for his behaviour and sold his
Bullet bike to limit his interactions with a bad crowd.

Meerut Rural SP Rakesh Kumar said the police conducted
a post-mortem and handed over the body to the family.
“The family has not filed any formal complaint,” he
added.

Health Ministry demands
action in alleged Rs 1 crore
gloves scam at AlIMS

NEW DELHI. An alleged Rs 1 crore scam in the
procurement of powder-free gloves at AIIMS Delhi has
come to light, involving accusations against a
storekeeper and a professor who headed the
procurement committee in 2023.The Union Ministry of
Health has taken serious note of the matter. In December
2023, the Ministry wrote to AIIMS Director Dr M
Srinivas, urging the submission of an investigation
report.

However, after the institute failed to submit its probe
report, the Ministry again demanded the investigation
report “at the earliest,” pointing out that despite earlier
requests for a report, AIIMS has yet to respond.

“The undersigned is directed to refer to this Ministry’s
letter of even number dated 28.12.2023 received
from...was forwarded to the Institute with a request to

examine the

matter and

provide a

report in the

matter to this

Ministry.

However, the

response

from the

Institute is
still awaited. It is requested to examine the matter and
provide a report in the matter to this Ministry at the
earliest,” the Ministry’s letter to AIIMS readThe
controversy stems from a complaint filed by a
Chandigarh-based company, alleging irregularities in
the purchase of “Truskin” brand gloves on May 18, 2023.

According to the complaint, AIIMS purchased 2.9 lakh
pairs of powder-free gloves at an inflated price of Rs Rs
21.50 per pair. This procurement was approved despite a
previous instance where the same procurement officer
authorised the purchase of “Palm” brand gloves at Rs
13.55 per pair for the AIIMS’s Cardio-Neuro Centre.

The complainant also questioned why the procurement
officer reduced the number of gloves in the bid from 58
to 29 lakh pairs while approving the higher rate. The
complaint highlights that other hospitals and centres
procured similar “Truskin” gloves for Rs 14-18 per pair
during the same period.

The matter is compounded by growing concerns over the
quality of medical supplies at AIIMS. In September last
year, the Resident Doctors’ Association (RDA) raised
alarms over the deteriorating quality of consumables.

The accused was identified

Case against retied J&K government
employee for possession of illegal assets

New Delhi. Jammu and Kashmir Anti-

Corruption Bureau has booked a
retired government employee for
allegedly amassing huge
assets and indulging in
corrupt practices, the anti-
graft body said on
Monday.

as Riyaz Ahmad Parray, a
retired Superintending
Engineer PWD (R&B),
and a resident of Hygam =

income."It was found during the
probe that the accused public servant

had intentionally enriched himself

Baramulla.According to

an ACB spokesperson, a
probe into his assets &
revealed that Parray
acquired movable and %
immovable properties in

Hygam, Srinagar, Jammu, and Delhi
while he was in service. He was also
revealed to have made huge
investments or expenses
disproportionate to his legitimate

Chennai witnessed
cleaner air during this year’s Bhogi
festivities compared to previous
years, according to data from the
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
(TNPCB). Officials attributed the
development to enhanced awareness
and increased public cooperation
leading to the ‘relatively’ smokeless
celebrations this year.On Bhogi day,
air quality index (AQI) in Chennai
ranged from 92 to 177, classified as
“Satisfactory” to “Moderate”. The
PM2.5 levels averaged between 52
and 111 pg/m3, while PMI10
concentrations ranged from 118 to
289 pg/m3, still exceeding standards
but showing improvement compared
to last year’s peaks.In comparison,
during 2024 festivities, Chennai
endured severe pollution levels with
the AQI peaking at 231, classified as
“Poor” under the National Ambient
Air Quality Standards. Specific zones
such as Manali and Perungudi

illicitly during the period of his office
and the expenditures incurred and the
value of assets acquired/raised by the
accused during the service period
have been found prima facie

recorded AQI values between 300-
400, deemed “Very poor”. PM2.5
concentrations spiked as high as 400-
500 pg/m3, far exceeding the
prescribed standard of 60 pg/m?. This
led to a thick smog covering the city,
causing widespread respiratory
discomfort and disruptions in flight
operations, with 20 delays and seven
diversions.No flight disruptions were
reported at Chennai International
Airport this year due to better air
quality and favourable weather
conditions. The light morning
showers ensured the smog
disappeared quickly and pollution
didn’t stay suspended and

concentrated in the lower atmosphere.

Areas like Anna Nagar recorded a
minimum AQI of 131, while
Valasaravakkam registered the
highest at 270, both significantly
better than the “Very poor” readings
of last year. While pollution spikes
were observed, particularly in zones

disproportionate to his known

sources of income," the spokesperson

said.

During the course of the
investigation, ACB
raided several places in
the Union Territory and
Delhi and seized various
incriminating property-
related documents, he
said.Among the
properties Parray
amassed were two flats in
Delhi, houses in Jammu,
Sopore, and Srinagar, a
shopping complex in
Sopore, over 20 kanals of
land in Baramulla, and
four vehicles, he said.He

was also found to have five fixed
deposits containing Rs 88 lakh,
policies amounting to Rs 35 lakh, and
health insurance of Rs 10 lakh, the
spokesperson said.

Chennai breathes cleaner air this Bhogi

CHENNAL

like Royapuram and Madhavaram,
the overall 24-hour averages for key
pollutants like Sulphur Dioxide
(SO2) and Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2)
remained within the prescribed limits
of 80 pg/m3.Asenior TNPCB official
attributed the improvement to the
board’s awareness campaigns, which
focussed on discouraging the burning
of waste materials. Collaborations
with government departments,
NGOs and residential welfare
associations helped drive home the
message.A total of 18 teams were
formed to monitor 15 zones of the
GCC and three teams were formed to
exclusively monitor airport and
Pallavaram area. The Commissioner
of Police has deputed 30 police
personnel for assisting TNPCB
officials in night patrolling. “The
burning incidents increased
exponentially after 3 am and
prevailed up to 5 am and thereafter
stopped by 6 am.

Millions gather for first
Amrit Snan at Maha
Kumbh on Makar Sankranti

New Delhi. The first 'Amrit Snan' of the Maha
Kumbh Mela, the world's largest religious
congregation, is set to take place today, on the
occasion of Makar Sankranti. This holy dip,
believed to cleanse devotees of sins and pave the
path to salvation, marks a key event in the month-
long religious gathering at Prayagraj.The current
edition of the Maha Kumbh, held every 12 years,
is said to be uniquely significant due to celestial
alignments occurring after 144 years, as claimed
by religious leaders.Adding to its prominence, the
event will witness the participation of 13 Akharas,
or monastic orders of Hinduism, who will adhere
to a meticulously planned schedule for the ritual
bath.

The Uttar Pradesh government has estimated that 35
crore devotees will visit Prayagraj during the
Maha Kumbh, which began on January 13 and
will conclude on February 26, coinciding with
Maha Shivratri. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
described the event as a celebration of India's
ancient cultural and spiritual heritage.

The Maha Kumbh administration has issued a
detailed schedule for the amrit snan, specifying
the date, time, and sequence for each Akhara's
participation, news agency PTI
reported.Panchayati Akhara Mahanirvani and
Shambhu Panchayati Atal Akhara will lead the
ritual, departing their camp at 5:15 am and
reaching the ghat by 6:15 am. They will have 40
minutes for the holy dip before returning to their
camp by 7:55 am.The sequence will continue
throughout the day, with other Akharas, including
Shri Taponidhi Panchayati Shri Niranjani Akhara,
Shri Panchayati Akhara Anand, and the Sanyasi
Akharas like Shri Panchdashnam Juna Akhara,
following their allocated slots.The schedule
extends into the afternon with the Bairagi Akharas
and concludes with the Udasin Akharas. Shri
Panchayati Nirmal Akhara will be the last to take
the amrit snan, finishing at 5:20 pm.

Each Akhara has been allotted specific times for
departure, bathing, and return to ensure smooth
coordination. Mahant Acharya Devendra Singh
Shastri, secretary of Shri Panchayati Akhara
Nirmal, confirmed the arrangements and
expressed satisfaction with the schedule.The first
Amrit Snan comes just a day after Paush Poornima,
another key bathing day that witnessed large
crowds in the Sangam area.

Save Hindus or face consequences:
Puri Shankaracharya amid

tensions with Bangladesh

New Delhi. The Shankaracharya of Puri, Shri
Nischalanandaji Saraswati Maharaj, has issued a
stern warning to Bangladesh over the increasing
persecution of Hindus in the country. Addressing
journalists at the Gangasagar Mela, the spiritual
leader expressed deep concern about the escalating
attacks on Hindu communities, threatening the
country with "dire consequences" should attacks on
Hindus continue."Bangladesh is showing
shortsightedness. If Hindus are persecuted or
driven out of there, what will happen to them in
other places where there are a small number of
Muslims?" he asked, underscoring the need for
mutual respect between communities.

The Shankaracharya reminded Bangladesh of the
region's shared heritage, pointing out that
Bangladesh, along with Sri Lanka and Myanmar,
was historically part of India.

He noted that the ancestors of many Muslims in
Bengal were Hindus who converted under various
circumstances. "Muslims should recognise that
those whose ancestors were Hindus are, in fact,
their own kin," he said.He praised the resilience of
Hindus who, despite facing immense challenges,
steadfastly upheld their faith. Calling for respect
and solidarity, he urged Muslims to avoid
antagonism toward Hindus, warning of dire
consequences should these hostilities
continue."The ancestors of Hindus, who steadfastly
refused to compromise their faith even in the face of
adversity, deserve our respect. Therefore, I urge
Muslims to respect Hindus, stand by them, and
avoid antagonising them, lest they suffer dire
consequences,” he said.The Shankaracharya's
remarks come at a time of heightened concerns over
the safety of Hindus in Bangladesh, amid reports of
temple desecrations, forced conversions, and land
grabs.

'Poli’ricully Motivated": AAP Minister On
BJP MPs' Ayushmun Bharat Petition

New Delhi. The Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) government has told the Delhi
High Court that it did not implement
the Centre's Ayushman Bharat Yojana

for medical insurance because the | |

capital's residents enjoy "superior"
benefits under the Delhi government's
schemes. Implementing the Centre's
scheme would downgrade the health
schemes currently in force in Delhi,
the capital's Health and Family
Welfare Minister Saurabh Bharadwaj
said in an affidavit.

The AAP minister was responding to a
petition by seven BJP MPs, seeking the
implementation of the central scheme.
In his response, he has said that the

"ostensibly filed as a public

petition,
interest litigation, is nothing else but

politically motivated petition, filed in
view of the ensuing elections to the

legislative assembly of Delhi".

The petitioners are political persons, who
belong to the principal opposition party

in Delhi. The said political party has
been trying to impose its wishes on
Delhi, even though they were able to
win only 10% of the seats in the last
election to the legislative assembly," the
affidavit said.The Delhi minister said
a the petition sings "unnecessary praises"
of the Centre's scheme but does not
mention the policies currently in force in
Delhi. "The omission is deliberate in as
much as had any such comparison been
done between the scheme of the Central

Government and the various schemes

federal structure in India, it is not

already being implemented by the
Delhi Government, it would have
been evident that the schemes of the
Delhi Government are far superior to
the scheme of the Central
Government," he said.He added that if
the schemes in place in the capital are
substituted by the Centre's scheme, "it
will be a loss for the residents of

mandatory for every political unit to
follow the policy of the Central
Government, particularly when the
schemes and the policies already in
operation and functioning in the city of
Delhi are far superior to the AB-PMJAY
scheme," the affidavit said.The Delhi
government has said that the Centre had
used 2011 Census data for the

Delhi".
Stressing that policymaking
exclusive domain of the

of Delhi.

government, the minister said it is
settled law that no court will enter the
domain of framing of policy."AB-
PMJAY scheme is unsuitable for
meeting the requirements of the people
The said scheme has been
framed by the Central Government
based upon the material and data
available with them. The AB-PMJAY
scheme is based upon the estimation of
the Central Government. However, in a

Ayushman Bharat scheme. Calling it
"old and archaic", he said the scheme
does not take into consideration the
evolving circumstances of the society.
"The old and archaic data would not be
able to encompass the benefit, which
would actually need to be provided to
the people of Delhi. This assumes great
importance in view of the fact that there
are various limiting factors in the
scheme framed by the Central
Government, which if applied along
with the 2011 data will render many
people ineligible for benefits.

is the
Delhi
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'We Did Both': US President
Biden Reflects On Defending

Ukraine, Preventing Nuclear
Conflict

World. US President Joe Biden on Monday (local
time) reflected on his administration's efforts in
response to Russia's invasion of Ukraine, stating that
his office was able to achieve the two primary
objectives during that time: first, to rally global
support for Ukraine, and second, to prevent a
conflict between nuclear powers.While delivering a
foreign policy address on how his administration has
strengthened America at home and around the world,
Biden said that his office had also laid down the
foundation for the coming Trump administration to
continue supporting Ukraine.

As I saw it, when Putin launched his invasion, I had
two jobs: to rally the world to defend Ukraine and
avoid war between two nuclear powers...We did
both...And we've laid the foundation for the next
administration to preserve a bright future for the
Ukrainian people," Biden said.Biden further
emphasised that under his leadership, "America is
stronger" with stronger alliances and weaker
adversaries and competitors."Since Kamala (Harris)
and I took office, our nation has become stronger at
home and in the world," he said.America today is
more capable and prepared than we have been for a
long time," he added. The outgoing US president also
highlighted improvements in the North Atlantic .

Gaza Truce Deal "Possible
This Week", Hamas Likely
To Release 33 Israeli
Hostages In Phase 1

Doha. Negotiators are very near to concluding a
ceasefire deal, which would see Hamas turn over 33
Israeli hostages in the final week of the Biden
administration before next Monday, in the latest
signal that an agreement could be near. Israeli
government believe that Hamas and its allies still
hold 94 hostages taken from Israel during the
October 7,2023 attack, at least 34 of whom are dead.

The deal with Hamas would release 33 hostages, some
of whom may not be alive, during the initial 42-day
ceasefire, Bloomberg reported quoting senior Israeli
officials.

Truce Deal In Final Stage

US President-elect Donald Trump on Monday said he
believed a ceasefire deal could be concluded before
his inauguration next Monday. "We are very close to
getting it done," he said in an interview with
Newsmax. "They will get it done," he went on to
predict. "I understand there's been a handshake and
they're getting it finished, maybe by the end of the
week."Hours before Trump's remarks, President Joe
Biden said both sides were "on the brink of a
proposal" during an address at the US State
Department.

Similar claims were made by US National Security
Advisor Jake Sullivan, who said on Monday that
there was a "distinct possibility" for a deal as the
"pressure is building for Hamas to come to yes."

"It's there for the taking so the question is now can we
all collectively seize the moment and make this
happen," Sullivan said in an interview at Bloomberg
about the prospects for a deal.

He noted that the Biden administration's Middle East
envoy, Brett McGurk, had been in the Middle East for
more than a week working out the details of an
agreement. He said he has spoken with Qatar's Prime
Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim
Al Thani as well as Israeli officials and "there is a
general sense that this is moving in the right
direction."Incoming US President Trump had
demanded a truce deal between Israel and Hamas
before he took office on January 20, and the Biden
administration has been trying to work closely with
his team on the issue. Sullivan suggested that
Trump's demand hasn't hurt the talks. "The pressure
building here toward the end of President Biden's
term has been considerable...That will help
contribute to a positive outcome if we can generate
that final yes from both sides," he said.

Qatari Emir Meets Hamas

Delegation On Gaza Ceasefire
Talks

World. Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani met with a Hamas delegation led by Khalil al-
Hayya, a member of Hamas' political bureau,
according to a statement from the Emiri Diwan, the
administrative office of the emir.The two sides have
held discussions focusing on the ongoing Gaza
ceasefire negotiations and efforts to secure a long-
term truce in the Palestinian enclave, said the
statement.

The meeting took place as a senior Hamas official said
earlier in the day that the group has delivered a
"positive" response to a draft of the Gaza ceasefire
deal offered by mediators in the Qatari capital Doha,
Xinhua news agency reported.During the meeting,
the emir also reaffirmed Qatar's unwavering stance on
the Palestinian cause and its firm support for the
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people to establish
an independent state based on the 1967 borders, with
East Jerusalem as its capital. Meanwhile, Hamas
delivered a "positive" response to a draft of the Gaza
ceasefire agreement offered by mediators in the
Qatari capital Doha, a senior Hamas official said.

An official familiar with the negotiation process in
Doha, who wished to remain anonymous, said,
"Hamas did not express any objection to the draft,
hoping that a ceasefire will be reached as soon as
possible to end the suffering of the Palestinian people
in the coastal enclave.""Currently, we are waiting for
the final Israeli response,” he added.Earlier on
Monday, Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon Sa'ar
confirmed that "progress" had been made in the talks
held in Qatar, and Israel "is working hard to reach a
deal."
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Israeli soldiers threaten to stop fighting
if Gaza ceasefire deal not secured

Jerusalam. Yotam Vilk says the image of
Israeli soldiers killing an unarmed
Palestinian teenager in the Gaza Strip is
seared in his mind.An officer in the
armoured corps, Vilk said the instructions
were to shoot any unauthorised person

who entered an Israeli-controlled buffer B

zone in Gaza. He saw at least 12 people
killed, he said, but it is the shooting of the

teen that he can’t shake.“He died as part ;

of a bigger story. As part of the policy of
staying there and not seeing Palestinians
as people,” Vilk, 28, told The Associated
Press.

Vilk is among a growing number of Israeli
soldiers speaking out against the 15-month
conflict and refusing to serve any more,
saying they saw or did things that crossed
ethical lines. While the movement is small
— some 200 soldiers signed a letter saying
they’d stop fighting if the government
didn’t secure a ceasefire — soldiers say it’s
the tip of the iceberg, and they want others

Los Angeles, United States.
Nine people have been |
charged in connection with
looting in evacuation zones [
around huge fires burning in |
Los Angeles, the area's chief §
prosecutor said Monday.The
charges include for one
burglary that netted $200,000
and one in which an Emmy
statuette was stolen, Los
Angeles County District
Attorney Nathan Hochman
told reporters.

One of those charged faces the
possibility of life in prison if
convicted, Hochman said, adding the
legal action should serve as a warning
to potential wrongdoers."The question
is not if, but when, you will be caught if
you engage in these crimes," Hochman

9 Charged Over Loo’nng

crimes in which people are trying to
profit from the tragedy of the people
who have suffered from these various
fires." Around 92,000 people remain
displaced seven days after huge fires

Arcadia, United States. As deadly
flames swept closer and smoke
poured into their Los Angeles
home, Zahrah Mihm tried to calmly
wake her two young children in the
middle of the night."We gotta go
baby. We're going on a fun P
adventure," she told 4-year-old |
Ethan in her gentlest voice,
scooping up her 18-month-old
baby and fleeing their house in
Altadena.The neighborhood would
soon be totally razed by the inferno.
At least 17 died in this community
alone, with more bodies being
discovered.

The trauma has been severe for everyone,
but is perhaps more acute among
evacuated families with young
children, many of whom are now
desperately seeking diapers, milk
formula and clothing.And then there is
the question of how to explain this
colossal disaster to children who may
sense their parents' panic, even if they
donot fully grasp what is happening.

When we woke up at four in the morning
panicking, he was shaking, scared,"

Monday the first charges were
announced.Two suspects were caught
on a Ring doorbell camera invading a
home in the affluent Mandeville
Canyon area, which was threatened by

recalled Mihm."I was like, 'Are you
cold?' He's like, 'No, mommy, what's
happening? Why is there fire?"

The Mihms are sheltering at a friend's
home after struggling to find a
hotel.Even now, Zahrah is trying to
distract her son, describing their visit
Monday to a donation center in search
of clean bedding and diapers as "a super
fun party" packed with people, food and
toys.As his mother -- still wearing the
slippers in which she'd fled -- spoke to
an AFP reporter,
displayed his new dinosaur pajamas
and toy car. "I'm trying to take this
moment out of his mind, and just be

to come forward.Their refusal comes at a

time of mounting pressure on Israel and
Hamas to wind down the fighting.
Ceasefire talks are underway, and both
President Joe Biden and President-elect
Donald Trump have called for a deal by the
January 20 inauguration.

Seven soldiers who refused to continue
fighting in Gaza spoke with AP, describing
how Palestinians were indiscriminately
killed and houses destroyed. Several said
they were ordered to burn or demolish

erupted around Los Angeles, killing at
least 24 people.Evacuation zones in
which 12,000 structures lie in ruins
have been declared out of bounds as
police work to reassure residents that
their property will be safe from looters.
said."Do not commit any of these But arrests continue to mount, and on
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homes that posed no threat, and they saw
soldiers loot and vandalise
residences.Soldiers are required to steer
clear of politics, and they rarely speak out
against the army. After Hamas stormed
into Israel on October 7, 2023, Israel
quickly united behind the war launched
against the militant group.Divisions here
have grown as the war progresses, but
most criticism has focused on the
mounting number of soldiers killed and
the failure to bring home hostages, not
actions in Gaza.

International rights groups have accused
Israel of war crimes and genocide in Gaza.
The International Court of Justice is
investigating genocide allegations filed by
South Africa. The International Criminal
Court is seeking the arrests of Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and former
defense minister Yoav Gallant.

Israel adamantly rejects genocide allegations

and says it takes extraordinary measures to

minimize civilian harm in Gaza. The army
says it never intentionally targets civilians,
and investigates and punishes cases of
suspected wrongdoing. But rights groups
have long said the army does a poor job of
investigating itself.The army told AP it
condemns the refusal to serve and takes any
call for refusal seriously, with each case
examined individually. Soldiers can go to
jail for refusing to serve, but none who
signed the letter has been detained,
according to those who organised the
signatures.

SOLDIERS' REACTION IN GAZA

When Vilk entered Gaza in November 2023,
he said, he thought the initial use of force
might bring both sides to the table. But as
the war dragged on, he said he saw the
value of human life disintegrate.On the day
the Palestinian teenager was killed last
August, he said, Israeli troops shouted at
him to stop and fired warning shots at his
feet, but he kept moving.

In LosAn

of the Los Angeles Police Department

working together to bring criminals to
book at a difficult time for the
community."Isn't it bad enough we
have (thousands of) people that have
been evacuated from an area, and then
we get a handful of people that want
. go victimize them," he said.

'"Mommy, What's Happening?":
Families Left Traumatised By LA Fires

fine,

supplies, and has drawn hundreds of
volunteers -- received so many

baby products remain among the most
pressing needs."We desperately need
diapers,"

volunteering at the makeshift operation
in the parking lot of the Santa Anita
racetrack."A lot of people, the first
thing they ask for is diapers and baby
formula," Krievs told AFP.Beyond
those products, mental health is an
urgent concern."The kids are not
alright,"

NGO Project Hope."They're acting
differently and they're under stress --
they know that their friends have lost

schoolisclosed."

North Korea fired multiple short-
range missiles off east coast,
says South Korea

Seoul. North Korea fired multiple short-rangeballistic
missiles off its east coast on Tuesday, South Korea's
military said, marking Pyongyang's latest show of
force just days ahead of US President-elect Donald
Trump's return to office.The missiles travelled about
250 km (155 miles) after lifting off at around 09:30 am
(0030 GMT) from Kanggye, Jagang Province, near the
country's border with China, Seoul's Joint Chiefs of
Staff (JCS) said."We strongly condemn the launch as a
clear provocation that seriously threatens the peace and
stability of the Korean peninsula," the JCS said,
warning the North against "misjudging" the situation
and vowing to "overwhelmingly respond" to any
additional provocations.

South Korea's Acting President Choi Sang-mok also
condemned the launch as a violation of UN Security
Council resolutions and said Seoul would sternly

geles Fires

the Palisades fire over the

weekend.

Hochman said Martrell Peoples
has previous serious convictions
and, under the so-called "three-
strike" rule, could be imprisoned
for life.His alleged accomplice,
Demari Bell, could be jailed for
more than 22 years. A third man
was arrested for hit-and-run as
police hunted down those
responsible for the burglary

Six other suspects have been
charged with a number of home
burglaries in Altadena, including
the theft of an Emmy Award from

home.No details were given about

owned the statuette.Blake Chow

officers across jurisdictions were

'It's all good. Our house got a little
e, we are gonna fix it. It's gonna be
" she said, out of earshot of him.
matiSed'

respond to North Korea's provocations.The launch
came about a week after the North fired what it claimed
was a new intermediate-range hypersonic ballistic
missile, which was its first missile test since November
5.The latest missile firing also occurred during a visit
to Seoul by Japanese Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya.

South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul and Iwaya
condemned the North's nuclear and missile
development on Monday and pledged to boost security
ties following talks in Seoul.US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, while visiting Seoul last week, also
called for further strengthening of bilateral and
trilateral cooperation involving Tokyo to better counter
Pyongyang's growing military threats.Tuesday's
launch occurred days before the inauguration of
Trump, who held unprecedented summits with North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un during his first term and
has touted their personal rapport.South Korean
lawmakers, after being briefed by the National
Intelligence Service, said on Monday that Pyongyang's
recent weapons tests were partly aimed at "showing off
its US deterrent assets and drawing Trump's attention"
after vowing "the toughest anti-US counteraction" at a
key year-end policy meeting last month.

ch sprung up organically from one
dent's TikTok post asking for

ations it is turning some away, but

said Kellie Krievs, a 38-year-
communications director who is

said Chessa Latifi, deputy
ctor of emergency response for

r homes, and they know that their

China Exploring Possible Sale Of US
TikTok Operations To Elon Musk: Report

The US government
passed a law last year
that requires TikTok's
ByteDance to either sell
the wildly popular
platform or shut it down.

New York, United States. Chinese officials

TikTok from Chinese owner
ByteDance and combine it into the
platform formerly known as Twitter.
The report estimated the value of
TikTok's US operations at between $40
and $50 billion.Although Musk is
currently ranked as the world's
wealthiest person, Bloomberg said it
was not clear how Musk could execute
the transaction, or if he would need to
sell other assets.The US government
passed a law last year that requires

that Chinese officials have yet to
reach a consensus on how to
proceed.It said it was not clear how
much ByteDance knew of the Chinese
government planning. TikTok did not
immediately respond to an AFP
request for comment, but a
representative was cited by Variety as
saying: "We can't be expected to
comment on pure fiction."

Musk is a close ally to Trump who is
expected to play an influential role in

A"‘*"‘

TikTok's ByteDance to either sell the

are exploring a potential sale of US
TikTok operations to billionaire Elon
Musk as the video-sharing platform faces
an American law requiring imminent
Chinese divestment, Bloomberg News
reported Monday.The report, citing
anonymous people familiar with the
matter, outlined one scenario being
discussed in Beijing where Musk's social
media company X would purchase

wildly popular platform or shut it down. It
goes into effect Sunday -- a day before
President-elect Donald Trump takes
office.

The US government alleges TikTok allows
Beijing to collect data and spy on users
and is a conduit to spread propaganda.
China and ByteDance strongly deny the
claims.TikTok has challenged the law,
taking an appeal all the way to the US

which hard oral
arguments on Friday.At the hearing, a
majority of the conservative and liberal
justices on the nine-member bench
appeared skeptical of arguments by a
lawyer for TikTok that forcing a sale was a
violation of First Amendment free speech
rights.loomberg characterized Beijing's
consideration of a possible Musk
transaction as "still preliminary," noting

Supreme Court,

Washington in the coming four
years.He also runs electric car company
Tesla, which has a major factory in China
and counts the country as one of the
automaker's biggest markets.

Trump has repeatedly threatened to enact
new tariffs on Chinese goods, which
would expand a trade war begun in his
first term and which was largely upheld,
and in some cases supplemented, by
outgoing President Joe Biden.
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Noah Sadaoui's last-minute
heroics seal thrilling win for

Kerala Blasters over Odisha FC

KOCHI. Noah Sadaoui's dramatic last-gasp
goal secured Kerala Blasters a narrow 3-2
victory over Odisha FC in their Indian Super
League match at the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium on Monday.Noah struck the
decisive goal in the fifth minute of added
time after the teams were locked at 2-2,
ensuring three crucial points for the home
side.Blasters' earlier goals came from
Kwame Peprah (60th) and Jesus Jimenez
(73rd), while Odisha FC found the net
through Jerry Mawihmingthanga (4th) and
Dori (80th).The Juggernauts, now winless in
their last four matches, started brightly and
shocked the Blasters' defence in the fourth
minute. Dori outmuscled Pritam Kotal to
deliver a headed pass inside the box, setting
up Jerry Mawihmingthanga. Jerry showed
quick reflexes and precision, driving the ball
into thebottom-right corner to put Odisha
ahead.

Kerala Blasters found the equaliser in the 60th
minute when Korou Singh produced an
intelligent through ball from the right flank,
slicing through the Odisha defence. Kwame
Peprah outran Mourtada Fall and Rohit
Kumar to meet the pass and fired a powerful
shot into the bottom-left corner, restoring
parity. The Blasters intensified their attack
and were rewarded in the 73rd minute.
Adrian Luna, shifting to the right flank, sent
a curling cross towards the far-left post
where Noah Sadaoui was positioned.
Instead of going for goal, Noah smartly
headed the ball to Jesus Jimenez at the
centre, who executed a clinical finish,
blasting the ball into the high centre of the
net to give Kerala the lead. Odisha responded
with determination after falling behind.
Diego Mauricio’s free-kick from the edge of
the box was brilliantly saved by Sachin
Suresh, but Saviour Gama's follow-up effort
required another vital intervention by the
Blasters' goalkeeper. The rebound, however,
fell kindly to Dori, who slotted it in from
close range to level the score in the 80th
minute.

The match took a dramatic turn in the 83rd
minute when Odisha’s Carlos Delgado was
sent off after receiving a second yellow card,
leaving the visitors to play with ten men.

Kerala Blasters seized the numerical
advantage and mounted relentless pressure
in the dying moments. Deep into added time,
Noah Sadaoui delivered the decisive blow,
scoring from close range to hand the Blasters
their fifth win in the seven matches he has
scored this season.The Kochi-based side is
now unbeaten (W35, D2) in all games Noah
has found the net, while Odisha FC's
struggles continue.

Nitish Reddy visits Tirupati,
climbs stairs on knees after
stunning India debut

New Delhi.India all-rounder Nitish Kumar
Reddy visited the Tirupati temple after his
return from Australia. Nitish posted video
snippets from his short trip, where he can be
seen climbing the stairs of the temple on his
knees. The all-rounder's videos have gone
viral over the internet as the country
celebrates his sensational outing in the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy.Earlier, Nitish
Kumar Reddy received a grand and
emotional welcome in Visakhapatnam
following his stellar performance in the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy 2024. The seam-
bowling all-rounder, who emerged as one of
the biggest finds of the series, was greeted by
Jjubilant fans, family members, and the media
upon his arrival..

The 21-year-old was showered with yellow
petals and adorned with a massive garland by
ecstatic supporters at the airport. Visuals

shared on social media showed Nitish seated
in the front of an open jeep, with his father,
Mutyalu Reddy, accompanying him. The
caravan moved through the streets of
Gajuwaka, Nitish’s hometown in
Visakhapatnam, as fans cheered for their
local hero.

Nitish had an emotional series in Australia. The
SunRisers Hyderabad all-rounder scored a
sensational hundred in the Boxing Day Test
match. Nitish’s performance in the Test series
earned him widespread recognition. Playing
his debut series, he scored 298 runs in five
matches at an impressive average of 37.25,
making him India’s second-highest run-
getter in the series.In Vizag, the 21-year-old
was showered with yellow petals and
adorned with a massive garland by ecstatic
supporters at the airport. Visuals shared on
social media showed Nitish seated in the
front of an open jeep, with his father, Mutyalu
Reddy, accompanying him. The caravan
moved through the streets of Gajuwaka,
Nitish’s hometown in Visakhapatnam, as
fans cheered for their local hero.

New Delhi. India captain Rohit

Kho Kho World Cup: 4 months after stumbling
upon sport, Brazil is af the big stage

New Delhi . The Indira Gandhi
Stadium Complex in New Delhi
was buzzing with energy.
Situated in the heart of the city,
the sprawling venue was hosting
the inaugural Kho Kho World
Cup. As dancers dazzled the |
crowd with a spectacularly
choreographed opening
ceremony, a lively audience had ¥
already gathered to witness the —
tournament's first match — an
Asian showdown between India
and Nepal.

Amidst the cheers and clamour, a few yellow
jerseys stood out near the media box.
Further investigation revealed that it was
none other than Brazil, one of the most
recognised nations in global tournaments.
The world is accustomed to Brazil shining at
World Cups, usually on the football pitch.
With a legendary footballing lineage,
epitomised by icons like Pelé, Ronaldo,
Ronaldinho, and Roberto Carlos, Brazil
rarely enters a FIFA World Cup as anything
but a favourite. But at the Kho Kho World
Cup, Brazil found itself on unfamiliar turf,
stepping into a completely different kind of
game.Journalists, their curiosity piqued,

tried to piece together how Brazil had ended
up competing in Kho Kho, an indigenous
Indian sport largely confined to Asia. While
Kho Kho is also an indigenous sport in
South Africa and has witnessed eight
national championships in England, it has
yet to make a significant mark in South
America. But in Brazil, the seeds have now
been sown.

This Brazilian team, a mix of professionals
including a data analyst and a human
resources manager, was eager to embrace a
sport they had only discovered a few months
earlier.On a chilly winter evening in New
Delhi, the Brazilian contingent, led by coach
Laura Doering and men's team captain

Gabriel Coronas (the HR guy), was

L crafting the first chapter of what they

hoped would become a significant
milestone in their country's sporting
history.
A JOURNEY BORN OF CURIOSITY
AND PASSION
“Kho Kho is a new thing in Brazil,”
Nicholas Tadeu, a player and data analyst
by profession, told .“But I believe our
main role as the Brazilian federation is to
develop the sport in Brazil. It’s a big
country, and a lot of people play different
sports—like flag football and soccer. We
are athletes from different sports, and I
believe we can develop Kho Kho very well
in Brazil and become a tough team to
compete with. We even want to create a
league. I believe we have the potential to do
this.”The origins of Brazil’s Kho Kho
journey trace back to a chance encounter.
Laura Doering, the team’s coach and a flag
football athlete herself, met Rohit Haldania,
General Secretary of the International Kho
Kho Federation, during an International
Olympic Committee (IOC) Young Leaders
programme event. It was Haldania who
introduced Laura to the sport and
encouraged Brazil to form a team.“1 had no

Jasprit Bumrah would've even troubled Sir
Don Bradman, says Adam Gilchrist

New Delhi .Former Australia wicketkeeper

batter Adam Gilchrist has showered
massive praise on India fast bowler Jasprit
Bumrah, saying he would’ve even troubled
legendary Sir Don Bradman. Bumrah
grabbed the attention of the entire cricketing
fraternity with his sensational performances
in 2024 as he first played a major role in
India’s T20 World Cup 2024 triumph and
also troubled the opposition with his lethal
bowling in Test cricket.Bumrah was
recently adjudged Player of the Series in the
five-match Test series against Australia
finishing as the highest wicket-taker with 32
wickets from five matches. Recently,
Gilchrist reserved special praise for the
India fast bowler, mentioning that he
would’ve made life hell even for the
legendary Sir Don Bradman. He also said
that Bradman’s average of 99.94 would’ve
been massively affected had he faced
Bumrah."I am not rating him, no number

befitting what he is in world sport. He would
have ripped on Bradman's peak in the matter
of balls. It would have been much further
south of 99 [Bradman's batting average |
that he sits at. You cannot have a reward that
is high enough for him,” Gilchrist said on
the Club Prairie Fire podcast.

Bumrah began the series with a Player of the

Match performance in Perth as he led India
to a massive 295-run victory with his match

Real Madrid has three-game
rebound from Barcelona loss in

MADRID. Real Madrid hopes some home

comfort will help the team get over yet
another embarrassing loss to
Barcelona.After losing 5-2
in the Spanish Super Cup o
final on Sunday in Saudi ";5'%‘ x
Arabia, Madrid has a run of '
three home games over |
seven days.The home run
begins on Thursday against
Celta Vigo in the Copa del
Rey last 16. Las Palmas |
visits on Sunday in La Liga
then Salzburg on Jan. 22 in
the Champions League.“We
are sad and disappointed,”
Madrid coach Carlo
Ancelotti said. “We have no
option but to look forward
and try to regain the good
momentum that we had until this match
against Barcelona.”

Madrid won five in a row across all

competitions before the loss to Barcelona.
The Catalan side also routed Madrid 4-0 at

and react the same as we did after losing to
them in La Liga,” Madrid midfielder Luka

Modric said. “We showed a reaction and I
hope we will react to this tough defeat,
because we didn’t think we would lose like
this. It’s good that the Copa game is coming
up soon and we won’t have much time for
regrets.

the Santiago Bernabeu in October in La “It’s not nice to see your greatest rival score

Liga.“We have to stick together, be a team

nine goals in two matches. But I'm sure that

figures of 8/72. He further picked up nine
wickets each in Brisbane (9/94) and
Melbourne (9/156) to give a tough time to
the Australian batters.

Bumrah holds best ever rating by an

Indian bowler in Test rankings

His magnificent performance has also made

him climb to the top of the ICC Test
rankings for bowlers, where he now holds
the highest-ever ratings registered by an
Indian bowler (908 ratings).However, his
magnificent series in Australia came to a
tragic end as he injured himself midway
through the fifth Test in Sydney and opted
not to bowl in the match from Day 2
onwards.

His unforeseen injury has also put him in
doubt for the ICC Champions Trophy 2025
as he’s been asked to report to the National
Cricket Academy (NCA) in Bengaluru by
the BCCI (Board of Control for Cricket in
India).

home run fo

Super Cup final

we are going to recover. We need to remain
united and keep working hard. We are still
going to give our fans a lot of
reason to celebrate. It’s a long
season.”Madrid is in second
place at the halfway point in the
Spanish league, one point
behind city rival Atletico
Madrid and five points ahead of
third-placed Barcelona. In the
Champions League, Madrid is
20th in the 36-team league
phase of the competition.
Copadel Rey matches
Barcelona follows the Super Cup
by hosting Real Betis on
Wednesday in the Copa del Rey
last 16. Hansi Flick's squad has
won three in a row this year
after losing its last two in 2024.Also on
Wednesday, red-hot Atletico visits second-
division club Elche looking to extend its 14-
game winning streak in all competitions,
already a club record.Defending Copa
champion Athletic Bilbao hosts Osasuna on
Thursday, while Rao Vallecano visits Real
Sociedad.

connection to Kho Kho until four months
ago,” Laura admitted. “Rohit invited me to
create Brazil’s first national Kho Kho team
to play in this inaugural World Cup. I started
learning about the sport and then reached
out to my athletes from flag football,
American football, and even handball to
form a team. We needed players with speed,
agility, and the ability to change direction
quickly.”

Rohit, a passionate young individual, even

visited Laura and her team in Brazil and
helped them understand the basics of the
sport. Spending Christmas with the newly-
formed Brazilian Kho Kho team, Robhit
ensured the young bunch of passionate
sports lovers were confident enough to take
the trip to India.

For the Brazilian players, picking up the

intricacies of Kho Kho proved to be
challenging and exhilarating at the same
time. Gabriel Coronas, captain of the men’s
team, recalled the team’s introduction to the
sport.“Laura showed us videos and said,
‘Hey guys, this is a new sport. It’s one of the
best in India.” When we saw it, I thought,
‘Damn, this is so different!” We really
wanted to try it. We started training four to
six months ago,” Coronas shared.

Kapil Dev responds to Yograj

Singh's shocking 'pistol' claim

New Delhi.Former India captain and World

Cup winner Kapil Dev has reacted to Yograj
Singh's claim that he wanted to shoot the
legendary all-rounder. In an interview with
Samdish Bhatia, Yuvraj Singh's father,
Yograj had claimed that he took a gun to
Kapil Dev's house wanting to kill the former
all-rounder. Yograj had revealed that he took
the decision after he was dropped from the
North Zone team by Kapil Dev and Bishan
Singh Bedi. Yograj said that he was hurt by
Kapil Dev's selection call and wanted to
leave cricket after that. The legendary former
skipper was asked about the same by
reporters, the video of which has gone viral
on social media. Asked if the incident was
true, Kapil Dev remained coy and asked
back - 'Who is Yograj Singh?'. When the
reporters clarified that Yograj was Yuvraj's
father, Kapil Dev turned back to the reporter
withoutreplying to the question.

Yograj Singh revealed in the interview that he

did not kill Kapil Dev because the latter's
mother was present with him on that
day.“When Kapil Dev became captain of
India, North Zone, and Haryana, he dropped
me for no reason,” Yograj said on
“Unfiltered by Samdish.”

My wife (Yuvi’s mother) wanted me to ask

Kapil questions. I told her that I would teach
this bloody man a lesson. I took my pistol
out, I went to Kapil’s house in Sector 9. He
came out with his mother. | abused him a
dozen times. I told him because of you I have
lost a friend and what you have done, you
will pay for it.“I told him, ‘I want to put a
bullet through your head, but I am not doing
it because you have a very pious mother,
who is standing here.” I told Shabnam, ‘Let’s

go.’

Yograj revealed that after getting dropped

from the North Zone, allegedly due to
politics from Kapil Dev and Bishan Singh
Bedi, he decided to stop playing cricket.
Yograj said that he was dropped by the
senior players since he had a good friendship
with Sunil Gavaskar.Yograj also revealed
that he had taunted Kapil Dev after India's
ODI World Cup 2011 win, stating that 'his
son' was a World Cup champion. In a
separate part of the podcast, Yograj had
taken a dig at Kapil Dev by stating that he
was not able to have a son.“In 2011 when
India won the World Cup, there was only one
guy who was crying, and it was Kapil Dev. |
did send him a paper cutting that my son did
better than you in the World Cup,” he added.

Rohit Sharma to play Ranji1 Trophy? Captain

wants to train with Mumbai, says report

Sharma wants to train with the
Mumbai Ranji Trophy team to
revive his form in Test cricket.
Rohit, who managed just 31
runs across three Tests in the
recently-concluded Border-
Gavaskar Trophy Down
Under, wants to focus on his
red-ball cricket, PTI reported
on Monday, 13 January.After
returning from Australia
Sharma attended a meeting
with the Board of Control for
Cricket in India president Roger Binny and
newly elected secretary Devajit Saikia.
Sources had told India Today that both Rohit
and coach Gautam Gambhir were asked
about the team's recent performances in the
series and were asked to provide a roadmap
for India to get out of this recent
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slump."Rohit has expressed his interest in
training with the Mumbai Ranji team. He has
approached the head coach Omkar Salavi
and made enquiries about when they are
going to train for the next Ranji match, which
is still 10 days away," a Mumbai Cricket
Association (MCA) official told PTI on

conditions of anonymity.

The next round of the Ranji Trophy starts
on January 23. Former India player
Sunil Gavaskar had advised the batter to
return to the domestic structure to find
his form in red ball cricket. Mumbai are
playing Jammu and Kashmir next.It
remains to be seen whether Rohit plays
in Mumbai's next match but as of now,
he is certain to show up for training on
Tuesday. The MCA source said that
Rohit, who last played for Mumbai way
back in 2015 against Uttar Pradesh, was
yet to confirm his availability for the
match. There is also some time left before the
Mumbai selectors convene to pick the squad
for the next few matches.

ROHIT'S TERRIBLE BGT

Aseries of poor scores, including 3, 9, 10, 3, 6,
for an average of 10.93 in Australia saw
Rohit Sharma opt out of the last Test at the

SCG. However, on the second day of that
match in Sydney, the senior batter firmly
dismissed rumours of an impending
retirement during an interaction with the
official broadcaster, saying he was "not
going anywhere" and cited his poor form as
the reason for "standing down" from the Test.

Rohit handed over the leadership duties to

Jasprit Bumrah, sparking widespread
speculations about his future."l have not
retired. I stood down, that is what I would
say. Basically the chat that [ had with the
coach and the selector was very simple. [ am
not able to score runs, there is no form, itis an
important match and we need a player with
form," Rohit had said."As it is, in our batting,
the form of the boys is not that good. So you
cannot carry many out of form players in the
team. This simple thing was going on in my
mind. [ am not going anywhere," he had
added.
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Rasha
Thadani

Says Deepika Padukone Is Her Inspiration

Raveena Tandon’s daughter, Rasha Thadani is all set for her film debut with Azaad this

From Rajinikanth To Samantha Ruth
Prabhu, Celebrities Send Big Love To
Ajith Kumar For Dubai 24H Race Win

i ﬁ jith Kumar made a thrilling return to car
¥ | racing at the Dubai 24H race, where he
impressed everyone by securing third
place. This was his big comeback after he had
taken a break from the sport for several years and
he has been garnering praise not only from his
die-hard fans but also from his colleagues in the
film industry. Many Indian celebrities, including
Rajinikanth, R Madhavan, Kamal Haasan,
Samantha Ruth Prabhu, Naga Chaitanya and
director Lokesh Kanagaraj were among those
who sent their congratulations to Ajith for his
performance. The actor shared his victory with
wife Shalini, daughter Anoushka and son Aadvik,
at the Dubai Autodrome.Madhavan, who was
present at the event, captured the crowd cheering
for Ajith as he proudly lifted the trophy and also
raised the Indian flag with pride. Sharing the
video on Instagram, the Shaitaan star wrote,
“What a man. As he says ‘DREAMS DO COME
TRUE.’ Anincredible real HERO."
Meanwhile, Samantha sharing Ajith’s video on her
Instagram Stories wrote, “What an example of

week. The debutante is quite busy promoting the film with her co-star Aaman Devgan.

While Raveena Tandon has surely motivated Rasha to make her mark in the industry, in

an interview, Rasha opened up on who inspires her from the current generation. She shared she

has been in awe of Deepika Padukone for along time.Rasha is a huge fan of Deepika Padukone

and can’t get enough of her on-screen presence. She is mesmerised by her aura and intriguing

personality. During the conversation with Zoom, when asked which actor inspires her the

most, she shared, “I love Deepika. I say that everywhere. She has such a stunning presence
on-screen, and when she enters aroom, it’s like, wow! People just stop and stare."

Meanwhile, Rasha’s debut is one of the most anticipated this year and she has already made

arage with her flawless performance in the song Uyi Amma. The music video starring

Rasha and Aaman
Devgan is well received
by the audience. The
song was created by
Amit Trivedi and
contains Madhubanti
Bagchi’s soulful voice
and lyrics by Amitabh
Bhattacharya. Bosco
Leslie Martis
choreographed Uyi
Amma, which expertly
blends traditional and
contemporary elements to
create a visually stunning
experience.

In an earlier interview,

Raveena Tandon stated
Rasha always wanted to
step into the industry.
Raveena mentioned, “As
for Rasha, she was always
creatively inclined. She
was into singing and
wanted to become a
rockstar like Ariana
Grande. She sings well

never becoming complacent with your
accomplishments and continuously pushing
yourselfto work harder."

Admiring the actors’ unique talent, Kamal Haasan
shared, “Extraordinary achievement by Team
Ajith Kumar Racing in their maiden race. Thrilled
for my friend Ajith, who continues to push
boundaries in his diverse passions. A proud and
seminal moment for Indian motorsports."

Lokesh Kanagaraj mentioned, “It’s really inspiring
and exhilarating to see Ajith Kumar sir in this
form. Your dedication and perseverance towards
your commitment never seem to fail. Rock on
sir."Director Nelson Dilipkumar shared, “Hearty
congratulations #Ajith sir on the big win. Am sure
it’s just a beginning."On the work front, Ajith
Kumar will be seen next in Vidaamuayarchi,
which is expected to be released this month,
followed by director Adhik Ravichandran’s Good
Bad Ugly.

Anushka Sharma Ferries Between

Mumbai And Alibaug As Virat

Kohli Stays Put At Farm House

even now. She has started
seeing my films now."The
trailer for Azaad suggests
the film tells the story of a skilled horse rider, played by Ajay Devgn, who flees from the
merciless English army. The plot unfolds when his horse goes missing, forcing him to
embark on a risky journey with the help of a young guy, played by Aaman Devgan. In
addition to Aaman and Rasha, the film has Ajay Devgn and Diana Penty in key roles.
Rasha will play a member of a royal family, and Diana Penty will portray Ajay’s romantic
interest. The film is directed by Abhishek Kapoor and produced by Ronnie Screwvala and

Pragya Kapoor. It will hit theatres on January 17. . I == . ]
hile Anushka Sharma and Virat Kohli
headed to Alibaug together on Sunday,
the actress was seen returning to

Mumbai sans her husband. Now, after a brief

return to Mumbai on Monday, Anushka was seen

heading back to join Virat, who is reportedly at

their farmhouse in Alibaug. The actress took a

speed boat from the Gateway of India, Mumbai,

and now, visuals of the actress reaching Alibaug

Y Y H S h Sh H T have also surfaced on social media.The actress
ock Casual Looks: “Two Outlandis

was spotted by the paparazzi at the Gateway Of
P |0ra Fatehi turned up the heat  anticipated Millionaire India Tour. He recently

India on Monday afternoon. She was seen in a
cheerful mood, as she greeted those around her,
before quickly making her way to catch a

when she teamed up with Yo Yo  revealed the dates and cities for the tour on Instagram.
Honey Singh for the music video ~ The excitement surrounding the tour is palpable
of his track Payal from the album  especially after the tickets sold out almost instantly

speedboat. She donned a casual black tee with
baggy denims, and accessorized with dark
sunglasses and a black bag. People around her
kept clicking her pictures, and the actress was
seen politely smiling at those around her.
Meanwhile, in another video, Anushka was seen
Glory. The song quickly gained when they went live on Zomato’s District app on enjoying the speed boat ride as she headed to
traction among fans, thanks to Nora’s ~ January 11.With the tour announcement, it will be Alibaug to join her hubby. She tied her hair back
electrifying dance moves which  exciting to see if Nora will join Honey Singh on this in a messy bun, and visuals from the Mandwa
perfectly complemented Honey  tourforaPayal performance. jetty show her getting in the car, and making her
Singh’s vibe. Now, the singer has In other news, Nora will star opposite Abhishek way to her farmhouse. Check out the videos
shared a photo on Instagram with below!
Nora where they can be seen in a Anushka Sharma and Virat Kohli’s Alibaug
side embrace.As for their outfits, Farmhouse
Nora keeps it casual yet stylish, Back in 2023, it was reported that Virat Kohli
opting for a coordinated set splurged a whopping Rs 6 crore on the 2,000 sq ft
featuring a white full-sleeved top | villa in Avas Living in Alibaug and paid Rs 36
and relaxed-fit Lrousers. She lakh as stamp duty alone for the property and it
gompleted the look . with white includes a 400 sq ft swimming pool as well. Virat
sr.leakers. Meanyvhlle, Honey Kohli and his wife Anushka Sharma had also
Singh donned a similar laid-back . .
P . reportedly purchased a farmhousein Alibaug by
g ok with his rolaxed-fit t-shirt and shelling out Rs 19.24 crore.Anushka Sharma and
trousers.Honey Singh had praised Bachchan in Be Happy, directed by Remo D’Souza. Vi tthl" ho tied the knot in Italy i
Nora for her dedication while shooting  The film follows the journey of a single father and his Dlra % b 23/170 1e1 © d ho . lrfl- a };ﬂhn
for the music video for Payal in Georgia  talented daughter who dream of performing on India’s eeember 241, weloome their st child,
A1 . . : . daughter Vamika in 2021, followed by a baby bo
where temperatures dropped toachilling-  biggest dance reality show. While the release date is ghte ’ y yboy
3 degrees Celsius. “While other dancers,  still to be revealed, the film will premiere on Prime Akaay in Febmary lastyear.
even those from Europe, have refused to  video.Apart from this, Nora is set to make her debut in On the prqfessmnal fron‘F,’ Anushka Sharma was
perform in thls COld, Nora is Stlll eager to the Kannada ﬁlm industry Wlth KD-The DeVil, last seen lnAanandLRal 52018 ﬁlm Zero, Wthh
shoot. I have big respect for her," he said. alongside Dhruva Sarja. The film also features Sanjay failed to perform at .the bo’? office. §he‘ had ,a
“So much effort is being put into creating the  Dytt, Shilpa Shetty, Ramesh Aravind, and V cameo appearance in Anvitaa Dutt’s ‘Qala’,
music video for ‘Payal’, featuring the oneand  Ravichandran in prominent roles. KD-The Devil, which released in 2022. She is set to make a
only, super hardworkingand legendary Nora  paged on real events from 1970s Bengaluru, is being comeback in Chakda Xpress, a biographical film

Fatehi," he continued.Meanwhile, Honey  presented by KVN Productions and directed by Prem. on cricket legend Jhulan Goswami, marking her
Singh is now gearing up for his highly  The multilingual film will be released across. return to the big screen.
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