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Trump’s new term draws
near amid scepticism

AS the United States readies for the inauguration of
Donald Trump as its 47th President, [ have a sense
of déja vu. Trump’s swearing-in as the 45th
President is the only presidential inauguration that
I skipped since I was posted to Washington as a
foreign correspondent in the final full year of the
Bill Clinton presidency 26 years ago.

I skipped the ceremonies on the advice of bipartisan
political contacts and reliable security sources.
Behind their well-meaning advice was the primary
fact that I am a journalist. My badge at the
inaugural ceremonies would identify me as one.
Moreover, I would be in the media enclosure near
the Reflecting Pool, which, on a clear day, will
reflect the swearing-in of new presidents on the
steps of Capitol Hill. During that poll season
which saw Trump emerging victorious, the
Republicans treated the media as an enemy. This
was not entirely without reason. The bulk of the
US media — especially the mass subscription
liberal media on the east and west coasts — was
unfair to Trump throughout the campaign. He did
not have a level playing field in dealings with
American journalists.] am brown in complexion.
Black people are an inalienable part of the US
social fabric. If they are trifled with by rednecks in
a city like Washington, which is predominantly
black, there will be consequences for the
perpetrators of white racism. Not so with the
brown-skinned minuscule minority, who are also
meek compared to African Americans. This also
shows very visibly in the ongoing mud-slinging
against H-1B immigrants.The underlying anger
which culminated in the January 6, 2021, riot on
Capitol Hill was already there when Trump was
being sworn in for the first time. Trump began his
presidency with a peeve that the US media had
deliberately under-reported the crowds at his
inauguration. If the most important day of a
person’s political life begins with a grievance
against the institution of the Fourth Estate, he is
likely to spend the rest of his public life
undermining that institution. Never mind that the
Fourth Estate is one of the pillars of democracy in
the US. Trump did not succeed in this destructive
mission as President. That was not for want of
trying every day for four years from 2017.

But his next presidency may be different. The spate
of resignations in the mainstream American media
in recent weeks — including the dissolution and
reconstitution of the Editorial Board of The
Washington Post in October — are ominous.
Partisan new owners of legacy media have chosen
to kow-tow to Trump even before he has moved
into the White House. Social media will mostly be
the new President’s facilitator instead of an outlet
for free expression. Meta’s latest decision to get
rid of independent, third-party fact-checkers in the
US is the latest assault on truth in that country.

A saving grace is that institutions in the US are
strong. That is why they survived the tenure of the
45th President. Officers of the Metropolitan and
Capitol Police paid with their lives to save the
high-domed edifice, which is emblematic the
world over, of the oldest democracy on earth. On
January 20, they will once again be prepared to
offer the ultimate sacrifice to protect those they
may not personally like and whom they have voted
against in Washington, Maryland and Virginia, the
tri-points which are similar to the National Capital
Territory (NCT) surrounding Delhi. In a tribute to
the strength of America’s institutions, law
enforcement agencies are allowing
demonstrations against the incoming President. A
major rally in Washington in support of Trump is
also planned on the day before he takes office. It is
praiseworthy that in a media briefing last week,
US Secret Service spokesperson Anthony
Guglielmi said such demonstrations are not being
viewed as security threats and upheld the rights of
people to protest. There are few other countries
where this can happen. The Secret Service is the
lead agency in charge of security at the
presidential inauguration.Unlike the run-up to
Trump’s first swearing-in and the start of Joe

The intervention in question was the decision

SITTING ducks — that’s what all those nameless,
faceless workers are who toil day and night on
development projects across the country. Their
safety is of little concern to their employers, even =
though the infrastructure sector continues to be a key
driver of Indian economy. When 40-odd labourers
were rescued from Uttarakhand’s Silkyara tunnel in
November 2023 — the risky operation was watched
by the entire nation with bated breath — it was hoped
that lessons would be learnt to ensure safer working
conditions at construction sites. That hope has
proved to be short-lived. Two workers were killed
when a centring frame collapsed during the laying of
a slab at an under-construction building in Raipur,
Chhattisgarh, on Saturday. The same day, 28 workers
were trapped when the shuttering of an upcoming
building caved in at Kannauj railway station in Uttar

Disclosure curbs enfeebling RTI law

Much remains to be done by the Supreme Court to ensure effectiveness of the Act

THE Supreme Court’s recent ruling on the Right to

Information (RTI) Act has invited widespread
comment and much appreciation from activists. “An
institution has been created,” said Justice Surya
Kant; he then pointedly asked Additional Solicitor
General Brijender Chahar, appearing for the Union
of India, “What is the use of this institution if you do
not have persons to perform the duties under the
law?”The Bench asked the government why only
people from a specific background (bureaucracy)

between the occurrence of vacancy and filling up of
the said vacancy.”The ruling added: “We would like
to place on record that aforesaid directions are given
keeping in view the salient purpose which the RTI
Actis supposed to serve. This Act is enacted not only
to subserve and ensure freedom of speech. On proper
implementation, it has the potential to bring about
good governance, which is an integral part of any
vibrant democracy. Attaining good governance is
also one of the visions of the Constitution.”

were the favoured few to be appointed information Thus that writ petition was disposed. That order,
followed as it is by Justice Kant’s enforcement order,

commissioners. “We can take judicial notice of how
many people from different walks have been
appointed... The entire Commission is
overloaded with one set of candidates,” was
Justice Kant’s telling comment.Advocate
Prashant Bhushan, appearing for RTI activist g
Anjali Bhardwaj, had pleaded, “There has
been only regression and not progress after
the court’s intervention. They are killing the
RTI because nobody is interested in giving
information. So, the best way to kill the law is
to render the information commissions
defunct.”

on a writ petition (civil) of 2019, of which the
present ruling is a follow-up. Justice AK
Sikri, a judge with high sensitivity to the
nuances of the RTI Act, had referred to a
report published in March 2018, titled,
‘Report Card on the Performance of Information
Commissions in India’. It found that eight
information commissions had a waiting time of
more than one year for an appeal or complaint to be
heard, which was calculated on the basis of the

no doubt merits appreciation by the public, to whom
the right to freedom of speech belongs under Article
19(1)(a) of the Constitution, and therefore,
ownership of the right to any information held by its
server, which is the government that it elects.

number of appeals and complaints pending as on Yet, in so lauding the judgment, it is well to remember

October 31, 2017, as against the monthly disposal
rate. By not filling vacancies in information
commissions in a timely manner, the Central and
state governments are, in his view, frustrating the

that the apex court has much to answer for in
enfeebling the exercise of this right by the citizenry,
having gone so far as to exceed its own brief, which
is limited, by actually amending the Act.

very purpose of the RTI Act as receiving information Former Information Commissioner Shailesh Gandhi,

in a time-bound manner is the ‘very essence’ of the
law.The judgment directed in Conclusion (v): “We
would also like to impress upon the respondents to
fill vacancies, in future, without any delay. For this
purpose, it would be apposite that the process for
filling of a particular vacancy is initiated one to two
months before the date on which the vacancy is
likely to occur so that there is not much time lag

who served with me in the Central Information
Commission (CIC) that I chaired and is now a
leading RTI activist, lamented in a recent article in
The Leaflet that “our right to information is being
transformed into a right to deny information before
our very eyes”.After quoting from the Supreme
Court ruling in P Ramachandra Rao vs State of
Karnataka (2002), which lays down the limits of any

Workers in peril

Paying the price for employers’ negligence

court’s jurisdiction in ruling on any law as, “Courts
can declare the law, they can interpret the law, they
can remove obvious lacunae and fill the gaps but
they cannot entrench upon the field of legislation
properly meant for the legislature”, Gandhi cites the
court’s decision of 2012, unremedied thus far, in
Girish Deshpande vs Central Information
Commission & Others.Relying on the clause to
protect privacy under Section 8(1)(j) of the Act, the
judge went on to give licence to refuse most
information at will to public information officers,
first appellate authorities, information
commissioners and courts. This ruling can
and indeed has too often been used to deny
information for which the Act mandates
suo motu disclosure under Section 4.The
Supreme Court gave no reasoning for this
unequivocal conclusion, but merely stated
that the information sought was ‘personal’
and need not be given unless a larger public
interest could be demonstrated. It chose to
ignore whether the information sought
stemmed from a public activity or whether
or not its disclosure would amount to an
unwarranted invasion of the privacy of the
individual, which are provisions
enunciated in the Act and have been
elucidated repeatedly by rulings of the CIC
and the courts.It is necessary to consider
the areas in which reasonable restrictions
can be placed on the RTI while denying information
on the grounds of privacy. These are defined in
Article 19(2) of the Constitution and can be
encapsulated in two words: ‘decency’ and
‘morality’. Transgression of either would amount to
an invasion of privacy. Yet, Justices KS
Radhakrishnan and Dipak Misra have given short
shrift to these limits and constricted the Act itselfin a
judgment repeatedly taken recourse to by those in
authority seeking to deny disclosure.

And so, while we might heave a sigh of relief at the

stand taken to uphold the spirit of our Constitution
by the SC, we should urge the revered institution that
much remains to be done not only to make the
instruments of enforcement — Central and state
information commissions — useful but also to
ensure the effectiveness of the law to uphold what
has been described by the court as a constitutional
right.

as the rescuers put their own lives at risk
to extricate survivors. Brazen disregard
for the law by public or private entities
shows enforcement agencies in a poor
light. Why are the humble workers not
regarded as nation-builders? Why are
they left to fend for themselves? Such
apathy does not behove a country that
aspires to become developed (Viksit)
by 2047. The Buildings and Other
Construction Workers Act, 1996, puts
the onus on employers to set up safety
committees and ensure that steps are
taken to prevent accidents. Non-
compliance with provisions of the Act
is a punishable offence, yet offenders
rarely get their just deserts. For the

Biden’s presidency soon after the violent attack on
the Capitol, fate ordained that there would be a
dress rehearsal of safeguards on a presidential
scale during all of last week.

Pradesh. It took a 16-hour operation, involving
personnel of the national and state disaster response
forces and the railways, to rescue all of them. In contrast,

hapless worker, there won’t be a
miraculous escape every time. He or she deserves a safety
net— financial as well as physical.

frantic efforts to save labourers from a watery grave in a
flooded rat-hole coal mine in Assam have proved futile.
Criminal negligence is at the core of such mishaps, even

Legal framework to protect digital data must be flexible

The goal of the draft DPDP Rules is to strike a balance between the right to privacy and technological advancement.

THANKS to our growing digital dependence, the
majority of our personal data is now in the digital
form. To facilitate the implementation of the Digital
Personal Data Protection Act, 2023, which creates a
framework for processing digital personal data in
India, the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) has created the draft Digital
Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Rules, 2025.

By providing necessary details and in an effort to strike
a balance between the need to process personal data
for legitimate purposes and the right of individuals to
protect their data, it seeks to fortify the legal
framework for the protection of digital personal data.
The government has given stakeholders 45 days to
give inputs or comments on the draft rules.The
journey of data protection legislation is intiguing.
The World Economic Forum (WEF) started a project
called “Rethinking Personal Data” in 2010 to deepen
the collective understanding of how a principled,
collaborative and balanced personal data ecosystem
can evolve. The main goals of the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR), which was created
by the European Union in 2018, are to simplify the
regulatory framework for international business and
to improve individuals’ ownership and rights over
their personal data. In fact, the UK also kept the law
even after breaking with the EU. Additionally,
countries such as Brazil, South Korea, South Africa,
Japan and Turkey — and the American state of
California — adopted the GDPR as a model for
protecting personal data. China’s Personal
Information Protection Law became operative in
November 2021.In today’s social media-driven
world dominated by the Big Techs, data localisation
is a delicate issue. Data localisation refers to actions

that restrict data flow within a jurisdiction’s
boundaries. Under the Data Protection Act cleared in
August 2023, the Government of India had stated
that it would merely inform the territories where
Indian personal data cannot be taken to. Following
immaculate lobbying efforts by the tech companies
against a provision in an earlier draft bill that
required severe localisation rules, this was viewed
as a significant victory. Companies were required to
keep copies of certain sensitive personal data, such
as financial and health information, within India
under the Data Protection Bill, which was first
introduced in 2019 and later withdrawn from
Parliament in 2022.Additionally, it was forbidden
for companies to export any undefined “critical”
personal data from India. Rob Sherman, vice-
president and deputy chief privacy officer of Meta,
said in 2022 that the country’s data localisation
regulations might make it “difficult” for the
business to provide its services there. And Keith
Enright, the chief privacy officer at Google, stated
that norms for data localisation should be as
“narrowly tailored as possible”.

Significantly, the draft Digital Personal Data
Protection Rules, 2025, reinstated data localisation, a
Big Tech annoyance that had been eliminated in the
Data Protection Act, 2023. The goal is to establish a
central body that will collaborate with sectoral
regulators and other ministries to successfully
deploy local data storage without interfering with
business operations. The government is considering
giving the industry two years to transition to the new
law and set up their systems for compliance.

The introduction of possible obligations for
“significant data fiduciaries” with relation to cross-

border data sharing is an intriguing feature in the
draft regulations. While businesses and
organisations that gather and handle personal data
are considered data fiduciaries, “significant data
fiduciaries” will be chosen based on the quantum and

implications that the breach is likely to have for the
impacted user; and the steps that have been taken or
are being taken to reduce risk, among other things.
Failure to take adequate precautions to avoid a data
breach could result in a fine of up to Rs 250 crore.

sensitivity of the personal data they handle as well as  The Data Protection Act has given the government or
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the potential threats to India’s sovereignty and
integrity, electoral democracy, security and public
order. It is anticipated that the Big Tech companies,
such as Amazon, Microsoft, Apple, Google and
Meta, will be categorised as important data
fiduciaries.Additionally, the draft regulations permit
tech businesses to put in place a system for obtaining
“verifiable” parental approval prior to processing
children’s personal data. In essence, when
companies expressed dissatisfaction over the
potential difficulty of implementing the rule, the
government has decided not to propose a mechanism
from its end and has instead left it up to the
companies to choose a system.In the event of a data
breach, data fiduciaries will be required to notify
affected parties “without delay” about the breach,
including its nature, scope, timing and location; the

its agencies broad exemptions for processing the
personal information of residents on the basis of
“public order”, “friendly relations with other
states”, and “national security”, among other things.
Additionally, the government has suggested that
health experts, educational institutions, creche and
daycare facilities be excused from requiring
parental agreement before processing children’s
personal data.“Yet, we can’t just hit the ‘pause
button’ and let these issues sort themselves out.
Building the legal, cultural, technological and
economic infrastructure to enable the development
of a balanced personal data ecosystem is vitally
important to improving the state of the world,” the
2011 WEF report said. For similar reasons, we also
urgently need a concrete law. The goal of the draft
DPDP rules is to strike a balance between the right to
privacy and technological advancement.In the near
future, the quantum, dynamics and discoveries of the
hidden potential and risks of personal data will
undoubtedly vary due to the constantly shifting
pattern, purview, domain, demand and scope of data
transmitting into an unknown horizon. Additionally,
there ought to be a dynamic alteration in the pattern
with technological evolution, our intrusion into the
Al world and changes in the global climate,
geopolitics and trade. Any legislation pertaining to
the protection of personal data should have the ability
to easily and continuously adapt to the changes.




THE PHETON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com

Thursday, 16 January 2025

'IT hiring may not keep pace
with biz growth'

BENGALURU. As IT firms saw revenue productivity
increase amid lower headcount, HCLTech CEO C
Vijayakumar said adding headcount may not
necessarily keep pace with revenue growth.

He noted that the IT industry's requirement for skilled
professionals will continue to rise steadily, leading to
higher billing rates. "I think you should keep in mind
that some of the growth came from improving
utilisation for many companies. There are also some
onshore-offshore mix changes that could have
driven growth. The service industry has a long-term
correlation with adding people. I don't think that is
changing. Maybe the people addition may not be at
the same level as revenue growth, but your wage bill
increase will continue to rise in line with the revenue
because you need higher-skilled and more
experienced people. All of that will drive the wage
bill higher," Vijayakumar told TOI in a post-earnings
interaction on Tuesday.

TOI reported that the Indian IT sector's overall revenue
per head grew approximately 6% year-on-year in the
initial six months of FY25. With a single-digit
growth outlook, many large IT firms have not added
people for the last two years, and this could be the
reason for improved revenue productivity. HCLTech
has reduced its fresher recruitment target from
10,000 to 7,000 for the year. HCL added 2,134
employees in the Dec quarter, taking the total
headcount to 220,755. When asked about rolling out
low single-digit hikes, Vijayakumar clarified that the
average hike for eligible candidates was around 7%.

Even as developers are coming to grips with how
GenAl will impact their roles, especially with low to
medium complexity code already being automated,
Vijayakumar said, "I think it's about embracing
generative Al that is really the big message to the
developer community. If you can embrace and see in
the new scheme of the workflows and see where
incremental value can be added."

Sula Vineyards rises 4%
after posting highest
revenue in Q3FY25; details

NEW DELHI.Sula Vineyards share price gained
3.87 per cent at Rs 389 a piece on the BSE in
Wednesday’s intraday trade. This came after the
company reported a strong sales update for the
quarter that ended December 31,2024 (Q3FY25).
India’s leading wine producer, Sula Vineyards
announced its Q3 and nine-month (9M) FY25 sales
update, showcasing strong performance in its core
segments. For Q3FY25, Sularecorded its highest-
ever revenue from Own Brands at Rs 194.7 crore,
reflecting a 1 per cent year-on-year (Y-o0-Y)
growth. The Elite & Premium portfolio, featuring
brands like the ‘Source’ and ‘RASA’, led this
growth with a 6 per cent Y-o-Y increase.

The wine tourism business continued its impressive
trajectory, posting its highest-ever Q3 revenue of
Rs 16.4 crore, an 11.5 per cent Y-o-Y growth. This
performance was driven by increased guest
spending and strong occupancy rates at Sula’s
properties.  Net revenue for Q3FY25, including
other income, stood at Rs 217.3 crore, marginally
lower by 0.7 per cent Y-o-Y. For the nine-month
period ending December 2024, net revenue grew by
1.7 per cent Y-0-Y to Rs 489 crore, with Own
Brands contributing Rs 436.5 crore (a 3.6 per cent
increase) and wine tourism contributing Rs 39.9
crore (a4.1 percentrise).

On the equities front, Sula Vineyards share price has
underperformed the market, falling 24 per cent in
the last six months, while losing 38 per cent in the
last one year. In comparison, the BSE Sensex has
slipped 4.9 per cent in the last six months, while
gaining 4.6 per cent in the last one year.

Maruti Suzuki stock hits 12-
week high; rallies nearly
4% on healthy outlook

NEW DELHI. Shares of Maruti Suzuki India
(MSIL) hit a 12-week high of Rs 12,194.50 on the
BSE in Wednesday’s intra-day trade on a healthy
outlook. The stock of the passenger cars and utility
vehicles company is trading at its highest level
since October 22, 2024. It had hit a 52-week high of
Rs 13,675 onAugust 1, 2024.

Thus far in the month of January 2025, MSIL has
outperformed the market by surging 12 per cent
after reporting healthy volumes for the month of
December 2024, with a growth of 29.6 per cent
year-on-year (YoY) at 1.78 lakh units. Exports
witnessed double digit volume growth with an
increase of 39.2 per cent YoY at 37,419 units. In
comparison, the BSE Sensex is down nearly 2 per
cent so far in the month.

With long-term growth drivers remaining intact,
persistent strong growth in SUVs (approx 45 per
cent of domestic sales), increasing penetration of
compressed natural gas (CNG) (approx. 35 per cent
of volumes), a surge in exports, and the entry of
electric vehicles (EV) by the end of FY25, analysts
remain upbeat on MSIL’s long-term operating
performance.

While analysts at Emkay Global Financial Services
remain cautious on the overall passenger vehicles
(PV) space (weak underlying fundamentals,
intensifying competition in EVs), the brokerage
firm said they prefer MSIL therein on a relative
basis, on emerging green shoots in small cars,
relatively better launch visibility (7-seater SUV in
H2CY25), undemanding valuation (below LTA on
IYF basis).MSIL's strategy of consistent new
launches, export expansion highlighted by
achieving 3 million cumulative exports, and efforts
to normalise inventory levels contributing to its
volume growth and robust sales performance, are
upsides for the company, according to the
brokerage firm.

NEW DELHI.

PepsiCo enters hidding for Haldiram stake
against Temasek, Alpha Wave: Report

PepsiCo has
initiated discussions
with the Aggarwal
family, who own
Haldiram, for a
minority stake.

NEW DELHI.PepsiCo has joined the race

to acquire a stake in Haldiram Snacks
Food, India’s largest ethnic snacks
company, reported The Economic Times.
The company has initiated discussions
with the Aggarwal family, who own
Haldiram, for a minority stake. This
makes PepsiCo a late entrant in a
competition that already includes global
investment firms Temasek and Alpha
Wave Global.Executives quoted in the
report said PepsiCo’s leadership from its

New York headquarters has started [
direct talks with the Aggarwal
family in recent weeks. These
discussions are still at an early
stage and may not necessarily
result in a deal. Unlike its Indian
unit, the funding for this stake
purchase will reportedly be led by
PepsiCo’s US-based parent
company.The Aggarwal family is
seeking a valuation of Rs 85,000-
90,000 crore for Haldiram as they
look to bring in an external
investor for the first time.

Temasek and Alpha Wave Global

have already submitted binding offers for
a 10-15% stake in Haldiram. These offers
were made last month, putting the firms
in an advanced stage of negotiations.
Temasek is said to be leading the
discussions, with reports suggesting a
potential investment of over $1 billion as

per the report.Haldiram is a market leader For PepsiCo, which dominates the western
in ethnic snacks, offering over 500 types

of products, including namkeen, sweets,
ready-to-eat meals, and pre-mixed food
items. The company reported revenue of
Rs 12,800 crore in FY24, more than
double that of PepsiCo’s snacks business
in India, which earned Rs 4,763.29 crore
during the nine-month period from April
to December2023.

Kurkure, and Doritos, this move could

provide a foothold in the fast-growing

ethnic snacks segment. PepsiCo holds

a 24% market share in western snacks

but has limited presence in traditional

Indian snacks like namkeen and

bhujiya.

! The Indian snacks market, worth Rs
42,694.9 crore in 2023 according to
IMARC Group, is expected to grow to
Rs 95,521.8 crore by 2032. However,
it is highly fragmented, with
numerous regional players such as
Balaji, Bikanerwala, and Bikaji Foods
competing alongside Haldiram. These

regional brands often offer lower prices,

direct distribution, and better retailer
margins, challenging larger players like

PepsiCo.PepsiCo India has been under

pressure to expand its snacks division,

especially as its beverages business is
managed almost entirely by Varun

Sensex, Nifty open higher; IT
stocks rebound after recent slump

Benchmark stock
market indices opened higher on
Wednesday, driven by a rally in IT
stocks which has been under pressure
for the past couple of trading sessions.
The market was also helped by a rise
in banking and energy sector
stocks.The S&P BSE Sensex gained
144.53 points to 76,644.16, while the
NSE Nifty50 added 16.15 points to
23,192.20 as of 9:30 AM.Dr. V K
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Financial Services
said that with only five more days to go
for Trump’s inauguration as US
president, soon there will be clarity on
Trump’s actions and its likely impact
on the markets. It appears that the dollar
and US bond yields have peaked for
now.

"There are reports that Trump will begin

with low tariff hikes putting pressure on
major exporters to the US, even while
leaving room for negotiations. If this

scenario plays out, further rise in dollar
and US bond yields will be arrested.
Till then, the FII selling will continue,
preempting any rally in the market," he
added.Nifty IT rebounded and gained
0.49%, setting a positive tone for the
market.Nifty Midsmall Services
showed strong performance, rising
1.21%, while Nifty Realty climbed
1.04%. Nifty Midsmall IT & Telecom
advanced 1.07%, and Nifty PSU Bank
gained 0.70%. Nifty Oil & Gas and
Nifty Metal both moved up by 0.70%

and 0.66% respectively.

The banking sector remained firm with

Nifty Bank rising 0.40% and Nifty
Private Bank adding 0.30%. Nifty
Auto gained 0.20%, while Nifty
Financial Services showed a modest
increase of 0.06%.0On the declining
side, Nifty Midsmall Healthcare led
the losses with a drop of 1.57%,
followed by Nifty Healthcare Index
falling 1.48%. Nifty Pharma declined
1.38%, while Nifty FMCG slipped
0.66%. Nifty Consumer Durables fell
0.30%, and Nifty Financial Services
Ex-Bank marginally decreased by
0.01%. Nifty Media remained
unchanged at 0.00%."Market will
witness lots of stock-specific action in
response to the Q3 results. Market has
been rewarding performers delivering
better-than-expected results and
punishing those delivering worse-than-
expected results. Therefore, look out
for performers," said Vijayakumar.

Meta To Lay Off 3,600 Employees, Mark

Zuckerberg Targets Low Performers

New Delhi. Meta, the parent company of

Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp is
planning to let go of about 3,600
employees or nearly 5 per cent of its
workforce, according to
a report from
Bloomberg. The
company led by CEO
Mark Zuckerberg has
made the decision to
dismiss these workers
due to their performance
being deemed below
expectations. Meta,
which employed around
72,400 people as of
September, aims to
replace these positions
with new hires.CEO
Mark Zuckerberg, in the
memo explained that the
decision to let go of
employees is part of a strategy to “raise
the bar on performance management
and move out low-performers faster.”
Such layoffs are a common practice

among major U.S. corporations. They
follow similar cuts announced by
Microsoft last week, which impacted
less than one percent of its workforce.

Why is Meta laying off employees and

who will be affected?

Meta is cutting jobs as part of its goal to

reach 10 per cent “non-regrettable”
attribution by the end of the current

performance cycle, as per the memo.
The job cuts will primarily affect
employees who have been with the
company long enough to receive a
performance review and are
considered underperforming.
Meta has assured those
impacted that they will
receive “generous severance.”
Microsoft to Cut Low-
Performing Employees
Microsoft is also planning to let
go of low-performing
employees. The company is
following a similar approach
to Meta. While the exact
number of affected workers
hasn't been disclosed, a recent
report from Business Insider
suggests that multiple
departments, including some
key ones, will be impacted. This move
aligns with Microsoft’s ongoing
practice of restructuring under CEO
Satya Nadella, aiming to maintain a
high-performing workforce.

snacks market with brands like Lay’s,

Beverages Ltd (VBL), a listed company
under RJ Corp.

Adani Green share price
surges over 6% in early frade.
What's driving the rally?

NEW DELHI. Shares of Adani Green Energy
surged more than 6% in early trade on
Wednesday, touching an intraday high of Rs
1,080 on the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).

At10:20 a.m., the stock was trading 3.28% higher at
Rs 1,040.60, continuing its positive momentum
after jumping as much as 19% in the previous
session, making it the top gainer among Adani
Group companies.Today's rally follows the
company's announcement that its subsidiary,
Adani Renewable Energy Forty Eight Limited,
has commissioned a 57.2 MW wind power
component of its hybrid project at Khavda,
Guyjarat.

According to a regulatory filing, this development
brings Adani Green Energy’s total operational
renewable capacity to 11,666.1 MW. Power
generation from the new plant is expected to
commence on January 15, 2025, pending

necessary clearances.

This project is part of the company’s broader
strategy to expand its renewable energy portfolio.
In December, Adani Green Energy launched a
wholly owned subsidiary, Adani Green Energy
Sixty-Eight Limited (AGE68L), aimed at
generating, distributing, and supplying power
using wind, solar, and other renewable energy
sources.Financially, the company reported robust
earnings in the second quarter of FY25, with a net
profit of Rs 515 crore, marking a 39% year-on-
year growth. Total income rose by 30.4% to Rs
3,376 crore, though expenses also increased by
31.3% to Rs 2,837 crore.Despite these gains,
Adani Green Energy’s stock has declined by 38%
over the past year. Its relative strength index (RSI)
currently stands at 42.9, suggesting neutral
momentum, as per Trendlyne data.

The stock's moving average convergence
divergence (MACD) is at -75.3, signaling bearish
sentiment. Additionally, shares are trading below
key moving averages, including the 20-day, 50-
day, and 200-day SMAs.Analysts maintain a
positive outlook, with the average target price
pegged atRs 1,966, implying a potential upside of
95%. Of the four analysts covering the stock, the
consensus recommendationisa ‘Buy.’

Quadrant Future Tek soars 44% in 2
days; zooms 85% against issue price

NEW DELHI.Shares of Quadrant Future
Tek (Quadrant) rallied nearly 20 per cent
to Rs 537.80 on the BSE in Wednesday’s
intra-day trade, extending its Tuesday’s
20 per cent surge amid heavy volumes.
The stock of electrical cables
company has soared 44 per cent
from its listing price, after making
astrong market debut on Tuesday.
It has zoomed 85 per cent against
its issue price of Rs 290 on the
BSE. At 10:06 AM; Quadrant was
quoting 18 per cent higher at Rs
531, as compared to 0.30 per cent
rise in the BSE Sensex. A |
combined 12.49 million equity
shares representing 31 per cent of
total equity of the company
changed hands on the NSE and
BSE on Wednesday.

Quadrant is a research-focused
company specialising in Train Control
and Signalling Systems under the
KAVACH project, enhancing safety and
reliability for Indian Railways. It also
manufactures specialty cables for
railways, defence, and renewable energy,
using advanced Electron Beam

technology for superior performance.
The company has received significant
contracts for its KAVACH system and
partners with RailTel to expand its
deployment in India and abroad.

The company sits on a strong order book,
including a notable Rs 979 crore contract
for KAVACH implementation, which
highlights its robust revenue visibility.

Strategic partnerships, such as with
RailTel for KAVACH deployment,
bolster its position in domestic and

international markets. With favourable

industry tailwinds and increasing

demand for its offerings, Quadrant is

well-positioned for sustained growth,

analysts at Nirmal Bang Securities said in
IPOnote.

Quadrant primarily operates in two

business divisions, speciality cables
and train control and signalling
division. Under the speciality
cables divisions, the company faces
competition with other players
providing speciality cables to
railways namely Apar Industries,
Polycab and Radiant Corporation
Pvt. Ltd.
As on the date of Red Herring
Prospectus (RHP), entities namely,
Medha Servo Drives Pvt. Ltd, HBL
Power Systems and Kernex
Microsystems (India) has been
approved by The Research Designs &
Standards Organisation (RDSO) for
supply of KAVACH equipment based on
initial system design approved.

Quadrant, specialising in the production of
specialty cables and advanced train
control and signaling systems, such as the

KAVACH project for Indian Railways,
leverages cutting-edge technologies like
Electron Beam Cross Linked polymers.
These innovations enhance the durability
and performance of its products across
demanding sectors including railways,
defense and electric vehicles. With
significant infrastructure developments
and government initiatives like the Rs
557 crore funding for the KAVACH
project, Quadrant is well positioned
within its industry, said analyst at
KRChoksey Shares and Securities in a
note.

"With a PE ratio of 79x and an

EV/EBITDA of 34x, Quadrant Future
Tek Limited's valuation is notably higher
than some of its peers, justified by its
strong market position, robust growth
prospects and solid financial
performance, evidenced by a robust ROE
of 33 per cent. The premium valuation is
further underpinned by its large
addressable market and significant
project wins, specifically in KAVACH,
which enhances its growth potential and
ensures sustainable growth prospects,"
the brokerage firm said.
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Over 300 flights delayed, trains hit as
dense fog reduces visibility in Delhi

»Delhi weather:
Due to zero
visibility reported
in parts of Delhi-
NCR, at least 26
trains were delayed
due to the dense
fog conditions in
Delhi and parts of
northern India.
Similarly, 329
flights were
delayed due to the
dense fog at the
Delhi airport.

NEW DELHI. Over 300 flights were delayed, and
train services disrupted as dense fog blanketed
Delhi-NCR on Wednesday. The cold wave
continued in the national capital, with the
minimum temperatur dropping to 6
degrees Celsius.

ue to zero visibility reported in parts of
Delhi-NCR, at least 26 trains were
delayed due to the dense fog
conditions in Delhi and parts of | =
northern India. Similarly, 329 flights '
were delayed, and 13 flights were
cancelled due to the dense fog at the
Delhi airport. Early morning travellers ==
faced difficulties in navigating through |
the dense fog.

The India Meteorological Department
has issued an orange alert for Delhi,
with dense to very dense fog reported
in several areas.It has predicted a
cloudy sky for the Delhi-NCR region
on Wednesday with chances of light rain in the
evening.The visibility at Indira Gandhi
International Airport in Delhi was recorded at
100 metres at 6 am on Wednesdaylt stated that
flights not compliant with CAT III standards
might be affected by the dense fog. Notably, CAT

III is an approach system that allows flights to
land safely during poor visibility
conditions."Due to dense fog at Delhi, multiple
flights have been impacted. Passengers may

contact the concerned airlines for flight updates.
Any convenience caused to you is deeply
regretted,” the airport said in a statement posted
onX.

IndiGo airlines, SpiceJet and Air India have issued
advisories warning of possible flight delays and
urged passengers to check their flight status

before heading to the airport."With winter in full
swing, weather conditions in Delhi haven't
improved since our last advisory. We
recommend checking your flight status before
heading to the airport. Our teams are
working diligently, keeping a close eye
on the weather, and will keep you posted
with updates," IndiGo said in a
release."Poor visibility due to dense fog
and airport congestion may affect flight
operations in Delhi and some other cities
today," Air India said. The humidity level
at 8.30 am was recorded at 97 per cent
while the maximum temperature is
expected to settle around 19 degrees

Celsius.Meanwhile, Delhi's air quality

worsened to 'very poor' category, with an

AQI of 332 as of 8 am on Wednesday.

The weather body had earlier issued a

yellow alert, forecasting dense to

moderate fog in the capital until
Wednesday.

A fresh western disturbance will bring isolated
rainfall with thunderstorms and lightning over
the Delhi-NCR region, Punjab, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh on Wednesday and Thursday, it
had said.

UP Fuel Pump Enforces 'No
Helmet, No Petrol' Rule, Ends Up
In The Dark

New Delhi. In a chain of events demonstrating why India
is not for beginners, a fuel pump attendant's insistence
on following the 'no helmet, no petrol' rule led to
consequences he would not have imagined. The biker,
who was refused fuel, happened to be an electricity
department staff and took revenge by snipping the fuel
pump's power supply.

The bizarre incident took place in Uttar Pradesh's Hapur
district on Monday. The Yogi Adityanath government
has asked district officials to enforce the 'no helmet, no
petrol' rule as part of an initiative to reduce road accident
casualties. Petrol pump owners have also been asked to
refuse fuel to bikers who don't wear helmets.According
to a petrol pump attendant, a lineman with the power
supply department came to refuel his bike on Monday.
He was not wearing a helmet. The petrol pump staff had
been told to refuse fuel to any biker not wearing a helmet.
"Our owner informed us about the district magistrate's
order that no one should be given fuel if he/she is not
wearing a helmet. When the lineman came, we refused
to refuel his bike. He left in a huff and disconnected the
power supply."The sudden power cut surprised the
petrol pump staff. The power supply was restored about
20 minutes later. The petrol pump's owner has registered
apolice complaint.

A CCTV camera in the vicinity has captured the miffed
lineman stopping his bike near the transformer and
scaling a wall. He then climbs a pole and snips the power
line. As he climbs down, people are seen approaching
the transformer to check what has gone wrong.

Smriti Irani, Shekhar Kapur
among new members in
rejigged PMML Society

NEW DELHI. The Prime Ministers’ Museum & Library
(PMML) society and its executive council have been
reconstituted. Former Principal Secretary to the PM
Nripendra Mishra has been reappointed for a five-year
term as the chairperson of the council.Several new
members have been nominated to the society. According
to an order issued by the culture ministry, the newly

added representatives are ex-Union minister Smriti [rani,

filmmaker and director of International Film Festival of
India Shekhar Kapur, former NITI Aayog vice-
chairman Rajiv Kumar and retired Army General Syed
AtaHasnain.

The reconstituted body will have 34 members instead of
29, said Ahmadabad-based historian Rizwan Kadri. He
has been nominated to the society.

The organisation is headed by the PM and has Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh as its vice-president. Union

ministers Amit Shah, Nirmala Sitharaman, Dharmendra
Pradhan, Ashwini Vaihnaw and Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat are also its members.As per the
memorandum of association and rules and regulations
of the society, the terms of the members nominated and
executive council will be five years or until further order.

The PMML society is an autonomous institution under the
culture ministry. It has four major constituents;
Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya, library, Centre for
Contemporary Studies and Nehru Planetarium.

The other new members include Sanjeev Sanyal, who is
also the member of PM’s Economic Advisory Council,
educationist Chamu Krishna Shastry, Vasudev Kamath
of Sanskar Bharti, and archaeologist KK Mohammad.

NEW DELHI. Army chief Gen

NEW DELHI. Army chief General

J&K polls, Amarnath Yatra testament to
improved securlty conchhons* Army chief

Upendra Dwivedi said the 2024
Assembly elections in Jammu and | |
Kashmir and the Amarnath Yatra
were "testament to improved }
security" in the union territory. He
made the remarks while
addressing personnel and [
dignitaries at an event in Pune on
Wednesday to mark Army Day
2025.This is the first time that
Army Day celebrations were
shifted out of Delhi.In his address,
the Army chief said the ceasefire
along the Line of Control
continues to hold, "although
vigilance against infiltration is
ongoing".

"While stability has been maintained,

challenges persist. Efforts to
modernise critical infrastructure and
integrate advanced technologies
remain a priority," Gen Dwivedi
maintained.He also highlighted the
Army’s achievements over the past
year and praised the operational

readiness and professionalism
demonstrated by soldiers across the
country, whether safeguarding borders,
responding to natural disasters, or
contributing to internal security.The
Army chief also laid emphasis on the
role of the armed forces in nation-
building, underscoring the importance
of a stable environment for India’s

growth.

He introduced the Army’s “Decade
of Transformation” initiative,
aimed at enhancing operational
preparedness, adopting cutting-
edge technologies, and reforming
administrative processes.

Gen Dwivedi also announced that
2025 would focus on “Reforms”
and “Technology Absorption",
laying the foundation for a modern,
agile, and technologically enabled
force.Acknowledging the growing
role of women in the armed forces,
he lauded their contributions not
only as officers but also as
Agniveers. He reaffirmed the
Army’s commitment to supporting
soldiers, veterans, and their families
through robust welfare systems and
initiatives.

Furthermore, he recognised the
collaboration between the Army, Navy,
and Air Force, highlighting their
collective readiness to face any
challenges to national security.

Army chief justifies replacing 1971 war
painting featuring Pakistan's surrender

Upendra Dwivedi on Monday
justified replacing an iconic
painting of Pakistan's surrender in
the 1971 war at his office in Raisina %"
Hills with a new artwork titled &
"Karam Kshetra".The painting on
the 1971 war was removed from the
Army chief's lounge in December,
and it was subsequently installed at
the Manekshaw convention centre.

The shifting of the historical painting

had anguished many Army veterans
and the decision came under some
criticism.

"Ifyou see the golden history of India --

it has three chapters. It has the British
era, the Mughal era and the era before
that. If we wish to connect that and
the Army's vision, symbolism
becomes important,” Gen. Dwivedi

Pangong Tso lake in eastern Ladakh,
Krishna's chariot and Chanakya,
which represent strategic wisdom.

/ . The Army chief suggested that the

said.The new painting, "Karam
Kshetra", meaning "Field of Deeds",
is a creation of Lieutenant Colonel
Thomas Jacob of the 28 Madras
regiment.It portrays the Army as a
guardian of "Dharma" that protects
the nation's values and reflects its
evolution into a technologically-
advanced integrated force, according
to the Army.lt features the snow-
capped mountains around the

new painting was made considering

the current realities, as he

mentioned the re-balancing of

troops in view of challenges coming

from the northern front.General

Dwivedi said the painting was
created by Lt Col Jacob, who belongs
to the younger generation in the force.
"It is also being said that there is a
semi-clad Brahmin standing at the
centre on the banks of Pangong Tso,"
he said.If Indians do not know
Chanakya, they need to refer back to
their civilisational approach, he said.
The Army chief said the new painting
symbolises the past, the present and
the future.

UP couple consume poison
with their 3 children amid
financial stress; two dead

NEW DELHI. A couple poisoned themselves and

their children in Uttar Pradesh's Saharanpur
district over high debt and repeated harassment
by a finance company. During treatment, the
woman and her son died, while her husband and
two other children were undergoing treatment.

According to the police, all five members of the

family were found unconscious on the
Gagalhedi-Deoband road in Saharanpur and
were rushed to a hospital by another passerby in
his car on Monday, January 13.Commenting on
the incident, the family relatives of the family
said that Vikas (45), and Rajni (35) had taken a
loan of four to five lakhs from a small finance
company named Fusion. After being unable to
pay the EMIs on time, the company officials
harassed them and often visited their home,
threatening them, following which they took
extreme step.

Initially, the family was taken to a government

hospital, from where the doctors referred them to
another medical facility for better treatment.
However, Rajni and her one-and-a-half-year-old
son died during treatment, while Vikas and the
couple's two other children were undergoing
treatment.Rajni's brother Gurmeet said, "When
we arrived at the location, Vikas told me that he
had a lot of debt. The company people were
bothering them and threatening them. There was
another person from the village from whom they
had borrowed 10,000-15,000 rupees at 12 per
cent interest. They were being harassed by those
people."

After the incident, a probe was launched by the

Saharanpur Police.Speaking on the incident,
Saharanpur's SP City Vyom Bindal said, "Five
members of the same family, including the
husband, wife, and their three children,
attempted suicide by consuming poison. All five
ofthem were receiving treatment. Unfortunately,
their one-and-a-half-year-old son died. The
husband’s wife, Rajni, also passed away during
treatment.""An investigation will be conducted
into all these facts. Our priority is to ensure that
those who are hospitalised for treatment receive
the best possible care. As for the other points
raised by the authorities, an investigation will be
carried out on all those matters as well," he added.

Delhi schools asked to follow

strict guidelines on kite
flying for Republic Day

NEW DELHI. Ahead of Republic Day and Basant

Panchami, the Directorate of Education has
issued a set of strict guidelines to schools, urging
them to raise awareness about the dangers of
using ‘Chinese Manja’ while flying kites.The
circular, released on Tuesday, instructed Heads of
Schools (HoSs) in government, government-
aided, and private unaided schools to inform
students about the ban on sharp Manja.The
directive also emphasised the need for awareness
programs on this issue.

The circular referenced a notice from the

Environment department, which highlighted the
popularity of kite flying during festivals such as
Makar Sankranti, Republic Day, and Basant
Panchami. It warned about the hazards posed by
kite-flying threads made from synthetic materials
like plastic, nylon, or the commonly used
“Chinese thread” (Manja), which are often coated
with glass or metallic components. “These
threads can cause serious injuries to humans and
animals, sometimes even resulting in fatalities, as
reported in news incidents in recent years,” read
the circular. “Additionally, such materials are
non-biodegradable and pose a significant
environmental threat,” it said.

“There shall be a complete ban on the sale,

production, storage, supply, import, and use of
synthetic kite-flying threads, including those
laced with sharp materials.

”“To ensure safety and environmental protection,

kite flying will only be allowed with cotton thread,
free of any sharp, metallic, glass, or adhesive
components,” it said.

Congress moves to new headquarters as
'24, Akbar Road’ ends 47-year history

NEW DELHI. Delhi is witnessing a

historic shift on Wednesday as the
Congress party moves to its new
headquarters—Indira Gandhi Bhawan
on Kotla Road.This moment marks a
significant moment in the party’s history,
as exactly Forty-seven years ago, a
devastated Indira Gandhi, left with only
a handful of loyalists following the
aftermath of the Emergency, shifted the
base of the breakaway faction of
Congress to a government
accommodation—a Type VII bungalow
onAkbar Road.

Over the years, this British-era property
has witnessed the rise and fall of the
Congress party. It has seen the
resurrection of Congress, Indira Gandhi
regaining power, the death of her son
Sanjay Gandhi, her assassination, Rajiv
Gandhi stepping into the Prime
Minister’s office at a young age, his
assassination, and Congress gradually
regaining its ground in subsequent years

as it led alliance governments in 1991,

2004, and 2009.The property has a

rich history of nearly 100 years.
Before independence, Sir Reginald
Maxwell, a member of the Viceroy
Lord Linlithgow’s executive council,
the |

resided here.In the 1960s,

bungalow also became the residence [

of Burma’s ambassador, where Nobel
Peace Prize laureate Aung San Suu
Kyi spent her early teenage years. Her

mother, Daw Khin Kyi, was appointed

outhouses were neglected, and the
garden was a mess of unruly hedges and
a riot of weeds,” the first chapter of
Kidwai’s book reads.Congress MP
Tariq Anwar from Katihar, Bihar, who
worked at 24, Akbar Road, recalls the
early days: “Following the split,
Congress started out with 24, Akbar
Road, as a temporary office, but we
stayed there.” Anwar, who has worked
with four generations of the Gandhi
family, added, “Indira Gandhi used to

the Burmese ambassador to India.In his
book 24, Akbar Road: A Short History of
the People Behind the Rise and Fall of
Congress, journalist and political
commentator Rasheed Kidwai details
how the bungalow was chosen to
become an iconic address in the national
capital, and the significant events that
unfolded there.According to Kidwai,
the Akbar Road property was allotted to
Rajya Sabha MP G. Venkataswamy
from Andhra Pradesh, who chose to stay

with Indira Gandhi after the 1977

elections, when most of her colleagues
had abandoned her.Left without
resources and office space, Indira
decided to operate her party office from
the unkempt house. “Facing the
residence of the Chief of the Indian Air
Force and the Intelligence Bureau’s
political surveillance unit (which still
exist), it comprised five barely
furnished bedrooms, a living room, a
dining hall, and a guest room. The

come to the office regularly. I have

worked with Indira Gandhi, Rajiv
Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi, and Rahul
Gandhi. Indiraji always gave

importance to young leaders. After she
became PM in 1980, as an MP, I got
more opportunities to interact with her. I
have seen the party's many ups and
downs at 24, Akbar Road, and have
numerous memories attached to the
office. I will miss the old office and hope
itwill be anew beginning for the party.”
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South Korea's Yoon becomes
It sitting President to be
arrested

World. South Korean authorities arrested impeached
President Yoon Suk Yeol on Wednesday over
insurrection accusations related to his December 3
martial law declaration, investigators said.A
motorcade was seen leaving the gates of his hillside
residence where Yoon has been holed up for weeks
behind barbed wire barriers and a small army of
personal security.Earlier more than 3,000 police
officers and anti-corruption investigators had
gathered there before dawn, pushing through
throngs of Yoon supporters and members of his
ruling People Power Party protesting attempts to
detain him.Yoon's lawyers have argued attempts to
detain him are illegal and are designed to publicly
humiliate him. The warrant investigators secured for
his arrest is the first ever issued against an incumbent
South Korean president.

As local news broadcasters reported that Yoon's
detention may come soon, some minor scuffles
broke out between tearful pro-Yoon protesters and
police near the residence, according to a Reuters
witness at the scene.Yoon's declaration of martial
law stunned South Koreans and plunged one of
Asia's most vibrant democracies into an
unprecedented period of political turmoil.
Lawmakers voted to impeach him and remove him
from duties on December 14.Separately, the
Constitutional Court is deliberating over to uphold
that impeachment and permanently remove him
from office.

Impeached South Korean
President Yoon Arrested

Over Failed Martial Law Bid

Seoul. South Korean authorities on Wednesday
arrested impeached President Yoon Suk Yeol over
insurrection accusations related to his brief
declaration of martial law on December 3,
investigators said. He is the first sitting president in
South Korea's history to be arrested.According to
reports, the suspended President was seen leaving his
heavily fortified residence in central Seoul in a
convoy to the offices of the Corruption Investigation
Office (CIO) after a joint team of investigators and
police said they had executed the arrest warrant.

Mr Yoon had been holed up at his hillside residence for
weeks, behind a small army of personal security to
avoid arrest. His lawyers have argued attempts to
detain the impeached Presidnet were illegal and were
designed to publicly humiliate him.On Wednesday
morning, his lawyer announced that the president
had agreed to speak to investigators and that he had
decided to leave the residence to prevent a "serious
incident".

President Yoon has decided to personally appear at the
Corruption Investigation Office today," Seok Dong-
hyeon said on Facebook, adding that Yoon would
also deliver a speech.More than 3,000 police officers
and anti-corruption investigators gathered at his
residence before dawn, pushing through throngs of
Yoon supporters and members of his ruling People
Power Party protesting attempts to detain
him.Shortly after, investigators announced that Mr
Yoon had been arrested. "The Joint Investigation
Headquarters executed an arrest warrant for
President Yoon Suk Yeol today (January 15) at 10:33
am (0130 GMT)," they said in a statement.Following
his arrest, Yoon can be held for up to 48 hours on the
existing warrant. Investigators would need to apply
for another arrest warrant to keep him in custody.

It was their second effort to arrest Yoon.A first attempt
on January 3 failed after a tense hours-long standoff
with members of Yoon's official Presidential
Security Service (PSS), who refused to budge when
investigators tried to execute their warrant.

Mr Yoon's declaration of martial law last month
stunned South Koreans and plunged one of Asia's
most vibrant democracies into an unprecedented
period of political turmoil. Lawmakers voted to
impeach him and remove him from duties on
December 14.Separately, the Constitutional Court is
deliberating over whether to uphold that
impeachment and permanently remove him from
office. Mr Yoon's impeachment trial began Tuesday
with a briefhearing after he declined to attend.

Sheikh Hasina's niece Tulip Siddiq
resigns from UK government over
Bangladesh graft probe

LONDON. UK's anti-corruption minister and niece of
ousted Bangladesh prime minister Sheikh Hasina,
Tulip Siddiq, resigned on Tuesday after being named
in an investigation into the graft accusations against
her aunt.The resignation came days after Dr
Muhammed Yunus, the caretaker head of Bangladesh
government made serious allegations of corruption
against her. UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer has
accepted her resignation.In a letter to Starmer, Siddiq
wrote: "Sir Laurie has confirmed that I have not
breached the ministerial code. As he notes, there is no
evidence to suggest that 1 have acted improperly
regarding the properties I have owned or lived in, nor
any evidence to suggest that my assets derive from
anything other than legitimate sources."

She further stated, "My family connections are a matter
of public record. When I became a minister, I
provided full details of my relationships and private
interests to the government."Siddiq acknowledged
that continuing in her role as Economic Secretary
could distract from the government's work. She
emphasized, "My loyalty is and always will be to this
Labour Government in the UK and its program for
national renewal and transformation. Therefore, I
have decided to resign from my ministerial position."

Siddiq had previously voluntarily referred herself to an
independent watchdog.Following consultations with
officials, she was advised to declare her aunt’s
position as the former prime minister of Bangladesh
and to recuse herself from matters related to
Bangladesh to avoid any perception of a conflict of
interest.

Biden had said the day before that an

Trump would've been convicted in 2020
poll case had he not heen reelected: Report

World. US Special Counsel Jack Smith said
that evidence from the 2020 election
interference case was enough for
President-elect Donald Trump's
conviction, but his victory in last year's
presidential polls made it impossible to do
so. Inan over 130-page report published on
Tuesday, Smith concluded that Trump
engaged in an "unprecedented criminal
effort" to retain power after he lost to Joe
Biden five years ago.The Special Counsel
also detailed how Trump tried to overturn
the election results and accused him of
plotting to obstruct the collection and
certification of votes.“As set forth in the
original and superseding indictments,
when it became clear that Trump had lost
the election and that lawful means of
challenging the election results had failed,
he resorted to a series of criminal efforts to
retain power,” CNN quoted the report as
saying.The report, that came less than a
week before the President-elect's
inauguration on January 20, also said the

North Korean Troops "Blowing Themselves
Up" To Avoid (up’rure In Ukraine

Kyiv. After an intense battle with
Russian forces this week,
Ukrainian special forces were
scouring dead bodies from the
snowy western terrain of the
Kursk region, where they
discovered corpses of over a dozen
North Korean enemy troops.
Among them, they found one
soldier was still alive. But as
Ukrainian soldiers approached
him, the lone North Korean
detonated his own grenade, blowing
himself up to avoid being captured,
Ukraine's Special Operations Forces
said in a post on X, describing the
intense fighting in the occupied Kursk
region.

According to Kyiv officials, their
soldiers escaped the blast uninjured,
but the suicide incident added to
mounting evidence from the
battlefield, intelligence reports and

negotiations for a Gaza truce and
hostage release deal were in their
"final stages" on Tuesday,
expressing hope an agreement
could be reached "very
soon".Qatar, Egypt and the
United States have intensified
efforts to broker a ceasefire to
enable the release of hostages
taken during Hamas's October 7,
2023 attack on Israel.Late on
Tuesday, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu went into a
meeting with top security officials to
discuss the deal, his office said."The
ball is now in Hamas's court," US
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said
earlier. "If Hamas accepts, the deal is
ready to be concluded and
implemented."US President Joe Biden
and his Egyptian counterpart Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi said in a phone call on
Tuesday that both sides needed to show
"flexibility" to get a deal over the line,
according to a statement from Sisi's
office.

testimonies of defectors that some
North Korean soldiers are resorting to
extreme measures as they support
Russia's three-year war with Ukraine.

'Soldiers Being Brainwashed'

The incident is the latest documentation
of the lengths the North Korean troops
are willing to go to avoid capture and
become prisoners of war to be
presented as proof of Pyongyang and
Moscow's blatant military alliance.
The "brainwashed" Hermit Kingdom

Qatar Says Gaza Truce Deal In "Final
Stages': What We Know So Far

Doha. Key mediator Qatar said

"throughline of all of Trump’s criminal
efforts was deceit, knowingly false claims
of election fraud, and the evidence shows
that he used these lies as a weapon to defeat
a federal government function
foundational to the United States’
democratic process".In August 2023,
Trump was charged with working to
overturn the election, but the case was
delayed by appeals and ultimately
significantly narrowed by the Supreme
Court, which held for the first time that
former Presidents enjoy sweeping

troops, who are being told it is
treason to be taken prisoner, are
posing anew challenge for Ukraine,
officials said.

"Self-detonation and suicides: that's
the reality about North Korea,"
Kim, a 32-year-old former North
Korean soldier who defected to the
South in 2022, told Reuters."These
soldiers who left home for a fight
there have been brainwashed and
are truly ready to sacrifice

themselves for Kim Jong Un," he
added, referring to the reclusive North
Korean leader.Kim had reportedly
worked for North Korea's military in
Russia for about seven years up until
2021 on construction projects to earn
foreign currency for the regime.
According to him, for some North
Korean soldiers, being captured and
sent back to Pyongyang would be seen
as a fate worse than death.

@@

agreement was "on the brink" of being
finalised, just ahead of the inauguration
of his successor, Donald Trump.Qatar
foreign ministry spokesman Majed al-
Ansari on Tuesday said the negotiations
were in their "final stages"."Certainly
we are hopeful that this would lead very
soon to an agreement," Ansari said,
while adding that "until there is an
announcement...
excited".

Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon Saar,
meanwhile, said during a visit to Rome
that there was a "true willingness from
our side to reach an agreement"'.

Hamas's October 7 attack, the deadliest in

Gil

we shouldn't be over-
will

immunity from criminal prosecution for
official acts.

“The (JusticeO0 Department’s view that the
Constitution prohibits the continued
indictment and prosecution of a President
is categorical and does not turn on the
gravity of the crimes charged, the strength
of the government’s proof, or the merits of
the prosecution, which the Office stands
fully behind," the report said.

"But for Trump’s election and imminent
return to the Presidency, the Office
assessed that the admissible evidence was
sufficient to obtain and sustain a conviction
at trial.”The President-elect had pleaded
not guilty to the charges.

Although much of the evidence cited in
Smith's report was already made public
before, it also includes some new details
like prosecutors considering charging
Trump with inciting the January 6, 2021
attack on the Capitol under a US law known
as the Insurrection Act.But prosecutors

posed legal risks and there was insufficient
evidence that Trump intended for the "full
scope" of violence during the riot, a failed
attempt by a mob of his supporters to stop
Congress from certifying the 2020 election.

The indictment charged Trump with
conspiring to obstruct the election
certification, defraud the US of accurate
election results and deprive American
voters of their voting rights.Smith's office
determined that charges may have been
justified against some co-conspirators
accused of helping Trump carry out the
plan, but the report said prosecutors
reached no final conclusions.

Meanwhile, a second section of the report
details Smith’s case accusing Trump of
illegally retaining sensitive national
security documents after leaving the White
House in 2021.But the Justice Department
said that it would not make that section
public as legal proceedings continue
against two Trump associates charged in

figures the UN considers reliable.'Act
Now'Relatives of Israeli hostages and
war-battered Palestinians in Gaza
waited anxiously for the deal to be
finalised."Time is of the essence,"

hostage Carmel Gat, whose body was
recovered from a Gaza tunnel in
September."Hostages who are alive

dead might be lost," Dickmann told
AFPatarally in Jerusalem. "We have to
actnow."Umm Ibrahim Abu Sultan said
from Khan Yunis in southern Gaza that
she had "lost everything" in the war.

ultimately concluded that such a charge thecase.

Federal Probe Begins Into
Deadly Los Angeles Fires

Los Angeles. A huge federal probe was under way
Tuesday into what caused the deadly Los Angeles
wildfires, with millions in the city clamoring for
answers.Social media has exploded with theories
about what started blazes that tore through the city of
Altadena and the upmarket neighborhood of Pacific
Palisades, killing at least 24 people and leaving whole
communities in ruins.Suggestions include downed
power lines, deliberate arson, a stray firework and the
reignition of an earlier fire.

But Jose Medina of the federal Bureau of Alcohol
Tobacco and Firearms (ATF), which is leading the
inquiry, said it was too early to say.

"We know everyone wants answers, and the community
deserves answers. ATF will give you those answers,
but it will be once we complete a thorough
investigation," he told reporters.The ATF is working
with local law enforcement, as well as the Forest
Service and the US Attorney's office, in an operation
that will involve around 75 people.Fire investigators,
chemists, electrical engineers and sniffer dogs trained

Israel's history, resulted in the
deaths of 1,210 people, mostly
civilians, according to an AFP tally
of official Israeli figures.On that
day, militants also took 251 people
hostage, 94 of whom are still being
held in Gaza, including 34 the
Israeli military says are
dead.Israel's retaliatory campaign
in Gaza has killed 46,645 people, a
majority of them civilians,
according to the health ministry in
the Hamas-run territory, whose

to detect accelerant will be doing painstaking
fieldwork to find the seats of the two fires, he said. A
team will also be deployed to gather clues from the
local community and online, conducting interviews
with possible witnesses.

"We are following all the leads and processing all the
physical evidence," Medina said."ATF is determined
to leverage every available resource to deliver a
thorough and transparent investigation.Internet users
have leapt on a video posted by trail runners that shows
them running away from smoke in hills above Pacific
Palisades.

But one of the men, Beni Oren, told the Los Angeles
Times they had nothing to do with the fire, and had
actually been fleeing for their lives in the video.

"It's definitely kind of infuriating that people are blaming
us," he told the paper."Just knowing as a matter of
fact... that we didn't do it but then seeing the amount of
people that have different theories is
overwhelming."Local media reported that a number of
homeowners in the Altadena area have launched a
lawsuit against power company Southern California
Edison after a video appeared to show flames at the
base of an electrical transmission tower.

said
Dickmann, cousin of former

end up dead. Hostages who are

US to lift Cuba's terrorism tag in
exchange for release of political prisoners

World. The Biden administration said on
Tuesday it would remove Cuba from its
terrorism blacklist, while Cuba said
separately it would release upward of 500
prisoners from its jails, dual
announcements poised to reshape US-
Cuba relations just days before Donald
Trump takes office.President Joe Biden's
announcements effectively roll back
many of the sanctions put in place by
President-elect Trump during his previous
term ending in 2021. If they endure, they
would represent the most significant
advance in US-Cuba relations since the
Obama-era detente. Trump, a harsh Cuba
critic who designated the island a state
sponsor of terrorism - has not yet
commented on the measures but has
promised a hard line on the communist-
run country. He also nominated US
Senator Marco Rubio, the son of
immigrants from Cuba and an outspoken
critic of the island's government, as
Secretary of State.Biden's announced

plans - subject to the review of Congress
and the incoming Trump administration
- would lift Trump's 2021 designation of
Cuba as a state sponsor of terrorism,
easing sanctions on an island already
suffering a deep economic crisis.They
would also revoke a 2017 Trump order
that restricted financial transactions
with some military- and government-
linked Cuban entities, according to a
senior administration official.Biden
also seeks to prevent individuals from
filing lawsuits against both Cuban
entities and foreign companies under the
Helms-Burton Act over property seized
following Fidel Castro's 1959 revolution,
the official said.

Just one hour after the US announcement,
Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel
announced his government planned to
"gradually" release 553 prisoners
following talks with Pope Francis.Cuba
faced sharp criticism from rights groups,
the United States and the European Union

the breakthrough a step in the "right
direction," but accused the US of
continued "economic warfare" against
the island, warning that the measures
could be quickly rolled back and that the
Cold War-era US trade embargo against
Cuba remained. Trump, who takes office
on Jan. 20, may seek to revive the
sanctions overturned by Biden once in
office. His transition team and Rubio's
Senate office did not immediately
respond to a request for comment.An
official said Biden and Trump's teams
had "been in communication" on the
topic.

In a brief letter to Congress, Biden said the
actions announced on Tuesday were

following the imprisonment of hundreds
of protesters after riots on July 11, 2021,
the largest since Castro's revolution.

It was not immediately clear whether the

prisoners to be released had been detained
following those protests.A Cuban foreign
ministry statement said the decision
reflected the "humanitarian nature of the
Cuban justice system" but did not tie the
prisoner release to the Biden
announcement.Cuba's government called

"necessary to the national interests of the
United States and will expedite a
transition to democracy in Cuba."
PRISONER RELEASE
Cuba has been discussing the possibility ofa
prisoner amnesty with Vatican officials
since at least 2023.
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NorthEast United hold FC Goa

to thrilling 1-1 draw

GUWAHATI. Hosts NorthEast United FC
came from behind to hold FC Goa to a 1-1
draw in a fiercely-contested Indian Super
League (ISL) match here on
Tuesday.Mohammad Yasir gave FC Goa
the lead in the 65th minute, but Jithin MS
equalised for NorthEast United in the 76th
minute as the two teams shared the spoils.
This was the 11th draw between the two
sides, the highest number of stalemates
between any teams in the competition's
history.

The Highlanders began the game on the front
foot, with Guillermo Fernandez and
Alaaeddine Ajaraie making threatening
runs that kept the FC Goa defenders on
alert.

However, the first clear opportunity of the
match fell to FC Goa when Dejan Drazic
delivered a precise cross to Armando
Sadiku in the penalty area. Sadiku's header,
however, lacked the power to trouble
Gurmeet Singh in goal.Shortly afterwards,
Ajaraie came close to opening the scoring
when Buanthanglun Samte sent a long pass
his way. The Moroccan forward raced
through on goal but saw his effort tipped
over the bar by Hrithik Tiwari.Despite
soaking up pressure from the hosts for
much of the first half, FC Goa finished the
half on a strong note. The second halfbegan
in a similar fashion, with NorthEast United
showing great intent but struggling to
break through FC Goa's resolute defence.
In the 59th minute, assistant coach Naushad
Moosa made a tactical adjustment,
introducing Nestor Albiach and
Ninthoinganba Meetei in place of
Guillermo and Muthu Mayakkannan.
Nestor almost made an immediate impact
when he combined with Ajaraie in a slick
give-and-go move, but Hrithik lost the ball
amidst a crowd of players, allowing Odei
Onaindia to clear the danger.Against the
run of play, FC Goa broke the deadlock in
the 65th minute. Jay Gupta sent a long ball
into the penalty area, which Mohammad
Yasir played towards Brison. The
youngster returned the ball to Yasir, who
fired it into the bottom-right corner, giving
the Gaurs a crucial lead.

The Highlanders responded with
determination, opting for counter-
attacking football. Ajaraie showcased
excellent hold-up play before delivering a
brilliant through ball to Jithin MS, who
calmly slotted the ball past Hrithik in the
76th minute to restore parity.Both teams
pushed for a winner in the closing stages,
but neither could find the decisive goal,
leaving the match tied at 1-1.

Trying to focus on
building my innings,
says Shafali Verma

CHENNAI. Shafali Verma is very much
aware of where she stands at the moment.
The India opener last turned up in the Blues
during the ODI series against New Zealand
after the early exit in the 2024 Women’s T20
World Cup. Verma had scores of 33, 11 and
12 in the home ODIs versus White Ferns
after finishing the global event with a
disappointing 97 runs at 24.25. She was
neither a part of the team that toured
Australia nor the home series against West
Indies and Ireland.In these trying times, the
20-year-old has gone back to the domestic
circuit. From the senior women one-dayers
— where she finished as leading run-scorer
with 527 runs at 152.31 SR — to the ongoing
senior women challengers in Chennai,
Verma has been accumulating runs for fun.It
was no different on Monday as Team A,
which had already qualified for the final,
took on Team D at the MA Chidambaram
Stadium.During the chase of 212, Verma
smashed 115 off 70 balls — a knock that had
14 fours and six 6s — and by the time she got
out the victory was all but sealed. It was her
third century in the format since getting
dropped and she has also scored five fifties.
Apart from the lone LBW shout early on
against Saika Ishaque, there was not a
moment where she looked like she was
getting out. So much that it felt like she was
too good for this level.

Ask her if making a comeback to the Indian
team has been an extra motivation, Verma
answers it in a matter of fact manner.“I think
this is my job to do well for the team. [ know [
am dropped from the (Indian) team but it is
my job to play well for the team (whichever I
play for). And now, my focus is on
challengers and [ want to do well in the final
and we win the trophy,” she told the select
media at the venue after the match on
Monday.

The 20-year-old said that the message from the
team management has been about believing
in herself and backing your strengths. While
there is no doubt about her batting ability,
one of the concerns raised was about her
fielding. Although she didn’t do much wrong
in that department on Sunday, one has to wait
and see how things are going forward.

For Verma, the focus has been on spending
time in the middle and playing the long
innings. She admits that not much has
changed in terms of her batting technique but
is trying to build the innings and convert
starts. She is aware of the fact that the longer
she stays, the higher the possibility of her
team winning.

New Delhi. The Olympic champion and last

Liverpool held to draw by Nottingham
Forest, Manchester City let 2-goal lead slip

New Delhi . Liverpool were forced to
settle for a draw by in-form
Nottingham Forest while Manchester
City capitulated and let a 2-goal lead
slip away from home against Brentford
on Tuesday, January 14. Elsewhere,
Chelsea had captain Reece James to
thank for their draw against
Bournemouth, while Graham Potter |
got his first win as West Ham United |
manager as they edged past Fulham in &
a5-goal thriller.

Diogo Jota's crucial second-half header
salvaged a 1-1 draw for Liverpool against an
impressive Nottingham Forest on Tuesday,

preserving their six-point lead at the top of

the Premier League. Forest, enjoying an
extraordinary campaign after narrowly
escaping relegation last season, stunned the
league leaders early on. Chris Wood struck
in the eighth minute, capitalising on a
vibrant atmosphere at the City Ground.
Liverpool, whose sole league loss this season
came against Forest in September, seemed
on course for another upset. However, Jota
rose to the occasion in the 66th minute,
nodding in from a corner to restore parity.
The visitors pushed for a winner, with Jota and

Mohamed Salah both testing Forest
goalkeeper Matz Sels late on. Sels' heroics
ensured Forest held on for a valuable point,
leaving Liverpool six points clear of second-
placed Forest, who have played one game
more.

Manchester City letlead slip

Elsewhere, Manchester City squandered a
two-goal lead as Brentford mounted a
dramatic late comeback to secure a 2-2 draw
in a thrilling encounter. City, aiming to build
momentum after a turbulent November and
December, looked to have turned a corner
following recent wins over Leicester and
West Ham. Yet their defensive frailties
resurfaced at the Brentford Community

Stadium.After a cagey first half,

Savinho nearly broke the deadlock in

the 50th minute with a powerful shot

that rattled the post. Erling Haaland
spurned a golden opportunity minutes
later, heading straight at the
keeper.City eventually found their
rhythm in the 66th minute when Kevin

De Bruyne's pinpoint cross was

expertly volleyed home by Phil Foden.

The England international doubled the

lead 12 minutes later, pouncing on a

rebound after Savinho’s effort was
parried.

Brentford, however, refused to die. Yoane
Wissa pulled one back in the 8§2nd minute,
setting up a tense finale. In stoppage time,
Christian Norgaard completed the
comeback with a glancing header that beat
Stefan Ortega, despite the goalkeeper
getting a hand to it.The draw leaves City in
sixth place on 35 points, 12 behind
Liverpool, while Brentford climb to 10th on
28 points.

James to the rescue for Chelsea

Meanwhile, Reece James rescued Chelsea
with a stunning 95th-minute free-kick to
earn a 2-2 draw against Bournemouth at

Hours after shock PSL retirement,
Pakistan pacer lhsanullah makes U-turn

New Delhi . Hours after announcing his
shock retirement from the Pakistan Super
League (PSL), pacer Thsanullah decided
to reverse his decision. The 22-year-old
claim that he had made the call in the heat
of the moment and apologised for his
actions.Thsanullah officially announced
his retirement from the PSL following his
omission from the season 10 draft. The
22-year-old expressed frustration over
the lack of recognition despite his
consistent performances, leading to his
decision to step away from Pakistan’s
premier T20 competition. Speaking in a
candid interview with Public News,
Thsanullah shared his disappointment at
being overlooked during the draft held on
January 13. He clarified that his decision
was not made in the heat of the moment but
was a well-considered choice after
thoroughly reflecting on the situation.

The pacer also claimed that he would make
the doubters 'chase him' by bowling at a

pace of 150-160 km/h.However, as quoted
by ARY News, Ihsanullah has gone back on
his statements and said he made the
retirement call purely on emotions. The 22-
year-old also said that his friends and family
messed with his head.“There’s no plan for
retirement, I announced the decision
yesterday in emotions”.

“When I wasn’t picked in the PSL draft, my

friends & family also messed with my head
and I announced retirement in the heat of the

moment”.Thsanullah also vowed to work
hard and make a comeback in domestic
cricket to ensure he would have buyers
next time around and also apologised to
the Multan Sultans for his statement.
Ihsanullah, who made a name for himself
with an impressive 22 wickets at an
economy rate of 7.59 during PSL 8 for
Multan Sultans, quickly caught the
attention of selectors and earned a spot in
Pakistan’s T20I squad. He made his
international debut against Afghanistan in
March 2023 and later featured in a series
against New Zealand. Thsanullah also
earned his maiden ODI cap during the same
series.However, his promising rise was
abruptly derailed by an elbow injury, which
led to significant controversy over the
handling of his recovery. An independent
investigation into the matter resulted in the
resignation of Pakistan’s chief medical
officer, further highlighting the mishandling
ofhis rehabilitation process.

Aakash Chopra questions India's T20 World
Cup hero's absence in England series

New Delhi.Former India cricketer turned
commentator, Aakash Chopra questioned
the absence of India all-rounder Shivam
Dube from the squad for the upcoming T201I
series against England. Dube last played for
India in the T20I series on
the tour to Sri Lanka in July
2024. He was further picked
for the following series
against Bangladesh but
didn’t feature in the playing
XI.However, he was
dropped from the team for
the subsequent four-match
T201 series in South Africa |
due to injury. Recently,
Aakash Chopra spoke about
Dube’s sudden mysterious
absence from T20Is despite
him being a part of India’s
T20 World Cup 2024
winning squad."What
happened to Shivam Dube? I wanted to talk
about Ruturaj (Gaikwad) as well but he is
not able to make his place. Rajat Patidar is

also there. Obviously, there is a lot of
batting. However, now [ am going to focus a
little bit on Shivam Dube. He was a member
of the T20 World Cup-winning team,"
Chopra said on his Youtube Channel.

i

i

)

Furthermore, Chopra mentioned Dube’s
valuable contribution in the final of the
tournament where the southpaw scored a
quick-fire 27 off 16 balls, smashing three

fours and a six.

Dube's remarkable performance in Syed

Mushtaq Ali Trophy 2024-25

"When you win, everyone should get the

credit. He even played decently in the final.
Before that, there were definitely
some questions that he wasn't
fielding or batting well. However,
then he played well and became the
T20 World Cup champion," Chopra
added.

Dube recently had a good season for
Mumbai in the Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy 2024-25, scoring 151 runs
from five innings at an average of
75.50 and a stunning strike rate of
179.76 with a highest score of 71 not
out off 37 balls vs Services. In his
T20I career so far, Dube has scored
448 runs from 24 innings at an
average of 29.86 with three fifties to
his name. With the ball, he’s scalped

11 wickets in 23 innings. It remains to be

seen when does he get the opportunity to

don India's T201 jersey again.

Stamford Bridge. James, returning from
injury as a second-half substitute, curled a
brilliant shot into the far corner, denying
Bournemouth a famous win.Chelsea had
dominated the first half, taking the lead
through Cole Palmer. However,
Bournemouth levelled early in the second
half when Justin Kluivert converted a
penalty.

The visitors then shocked the home crowd in

the 78th minute, with Antoine Semenyo
blasting a fierce strike past Robert Sanchez
at the near post to make it 2-1. Despite
James’ late heroics, it was another
frustrating outing for Chelsea, who are now
winless in five league matches. They remain
fourth on 37 points, while Bournemouth sit
seventh with 34 points.West Ham United
edged past Fulham in a thrilling 3-2 victory
on Tuesday, marking a winning start for new
manager Graham Potter in his Premier
League debut with the Hammers. Despite
being outplayed for much of the first half,
West Ham struck twice in quick succession
to turn the tide. Carlos Soler opened the
scoring, and Tomas Soucek doubled the lead
just two minutes later, leaving the visitors
stunned.

Australian Open:
Aryna Sabalenka
survives 2nd set scare
to beat Jessica Bouzas

New Delhi . Defending Champion and World

No.l Aryna Sabalenka was able to survive a
major second set scare against Spain's Jessica
Bouzas Maneiro to progress to the third round
of the Australian Open 2025 on Wednesday,
January 15. Sabalenka was able to win the
match 6-3, 7-5 to win her second round match
after finding herself in a lot of trouble in the
second set of the match.Bouzas, a star on the
rise in tennis, made the World No.1 sweat as
she was leading in the second set 4-1 and 5-2
at one point before the Belarussian made a
stunning comeback to win the match.
Sabalenka didn't have the best of times in the
first match against Sloanne Stephens as she
was forced to fight hard in the first set before
winning the match. A similar sort of script
unfolded in the game on Wednesday.

Sabalenka started the game by breaking the

young Spaniard's serve and took a 2-0 lead.
However, Bouzas would bounce back by
breaking the World No.l's serve to cut the
deficit. The chaos would continue as the duo
would trade breaks once again as Sabalenka
was left frustrated, despite leading the set 3-2.

However, the World No.l snapped back into

form, putting her service woes behind her and
fired off three winning games to take the first
set. The Spaniard was, however, on the top of
her game in the second set with confidence on
the baseline coming to her aid.

Errors started to creep into the game of

Sabalenka, who found herself trailing 2-5 and
on the verge of losing the second one.
However, the World No.1 would dig deep and
broke Bouzas to make the game 5-5. The
Spaniard would have 2 double faults to allow
Sabalenka to take the lead in the contest and
serve for the match.Despite having 2 match
points, Sabalenka was given a bit more
trouble by Bouzas, who would make it deuce
and hold the chance of forcing it into a
tiebreaker. However, the World No.1 was able
to hold on and extend her winning streak in
Melbourne to 16 matches.Sabalenka will now
face Clara Tauson in the next round.

Australian Open: Olympic champion Zheng
stunned, Mirra Andreeva survives scare

year's runner-up at the Australian Open,
Zheng Qinwen, was dumped out of the
competition, while Mirra Andreeva
survived a major scare against Japan's
Moyuka Uchijima to win the match in 3
sets. Zheng was defeated 7-6, 6-3 by Laura
Siegemund in what was a frustrating day
for the Chinese star on Wednesday. The
Olympic champion was looking to emulate
her compatriot Li Na's run during the 2014
edition and win the tournament.Zheng
faced early pressure, narrowly saving a
break point in the third game with the help
of her powerful serve. However, Siegemund,
the oldest player in the women's draw,
showed no signs of intimidation, matching
Zheng from the baseline and disrupting her
rhythm. Despite Zheng's reputation for her
strong serve, Siegemund excelled in her
returns, hitting 11 winners off the return in

b KR
the opening set. At 4-4, the German created
two break-point opportunities after Zheng
received a time violation. Although Zheng
saved the first, an unforced error on the
second handed Siegemund the break.

Serving for the set, The German faltered as her
footwork deserted her, allowing Zheng to
break back comfortably. The set headed into

atiebreak, where Siegemund capitalised on
two mini-breaks to lead 6-3 and clinched
the set on her first opportunity.Riding on the
momentum, Siegemund broke Zheng’s
serve early in the second set to take a
commanding 2-0 lead. Zheng, appearing
sluggish, managed to level the score after
benefitting from two moments of good

handed Siegemund a 4-1 advantage. The
German maintained her focus and served out
the match, securing a memorable victory.
Siegemund now advances to the third round,
where she will face the winner of the all-
Russian matchup between Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova and Anastasia Potapova.

Andreeva survives Uchijima test

fortune—a net cord winner and a The 14thseed Andreeva was forced to dig deep

miraculous return that skimmed the
sideline after traveling around the
post.However, Zheng’s composure
unravelled after a second time violation in
the next game cost her a first serve at 15-30.
Frustrated, the Olympic champion argued
with the umpire about her inability to see the
shot clock, but her protests were dismissed.
The incident left her visibly rattled, and she
double-faulted on break point, gifting
Siegemund a 3-1 lead.Zheng’s struggles
continued as a string of unforced errors

into her arsenal by Uchijima as she won the
match 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 to reach the third round.
The 17-year-old had won the first set but
found herselfin all sorts of triouble in the rest
of the game.

The Russian dropped the second set to the

Japanese star and found herself almost
exiting the competition. Uchijima, who was
serving for the match in the third set with a 5-
4 score, was unable to hold on to her
advantage and allowed Andreeva to force a
tiebreaker.
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Rupali Ganguly

- Seema Kiran Sajdeh Gives A Special Shout To

& Malaika
Arora

"Scarlet House, Take A Bow'

Bollywood BFFs Seema Kirah Sajdeh and Malaika Arora recently

enjoyed quality time with one another At Scarlett House Bombay. And
their families had also joined them. From posing with their close ones to
indulging in some scrumptious meals, the evening was completely filled with
love and laughter. Seema posted a couple of pictures on her Instagram handle
to update her fans about the beautiful evening.In the opening frame of Seema
: ' Kiran Sajdeh’s carousel, she was seen posing for a group picture with her
best friends, Malaika Arora and her sister, Amrita Arora. Seema’s son,
Nirvan Khan, Malaika Arora’s son, Arhaan Khan, and Amrita Arora’s
husband, Shakeel Ladak, also joined the frame captured on a lovely spot
in the Mumbai restaurant. In the following slide, Seema was seen
descending the stairs, followed by the other glimpses, giving a sneak peek
into the guests joining them. The Fabulous Lives of Bollywood Wives
fame’s pictures also featured Abedin Sham, a co-founder of Abode
Bombay, a boutique hotel in Mumbai, Richa Sajdeh and her husband, Bunty
Sajdeh, the Managing Director and CEO of Dharma Cornerstone Agency.
A few of the pictures also showed the delicious snacks all the pals savoured over
there. One slide showed
a plate filled with rice on
one side and what
appeared to be delicious
prawn curry. A glass of some
drink was also kept near the
platter. Following this, we can
spot an assortment of some
lovely dishes in another frame.
From tarts, pasta and khichdi to
many other dishes, the picture
f‘ screamed deliciousness in all
- senses.
Seema also posed for some fun selfies
with Malaika, Amrita, and their close
ones. And in the last picture she was
‘ seen pouting towards Amrita, showing
her love towards her BFFs. Sharing the bunch of photos and videos, Seema gave a shoutout to
& the restaurant and wrote, “Scarlet house take a bow." She further hashtagged the post with
words like “what a vibe", “great food," “smashmg in", “new spot", “absolutely fabulous",
“bandra", “must visit", “some of my fav peeps"
Soon after Seema dropped the post, Malaika commented, “Thank u @seemakiransajdeh love u."
Meanwhile, Amrita mentioned her love towards her and penned, “Seemus," followed by red
¥ hearts. Many social media users also showered love on them. One user added, “Seema’s son can
& definitely make it in Bollywood. Looks great," while another stated, “Wow looks amazing!" One
; more comment can be read as “Food looks delic." “Wow beautiful pics," another comment read

while someone said, “Bhai ki family h."For the hangout, Seema stunned in a white top teamed with
denim pants and a pair of white sneakers. Malaika wore a white crop top with black shorts and heels.
While Arhaan sported a white shirt with matching pants, Nirvaan picked a black T-shirt with
matching pants and white sneakers.Seema and Malaika’s wonderful bond is evident in the recent
joyful moments featuring their sons and respective families. For those unaware, the duo were
previously married to the Khan family. While Malaika was married to Arbaaz Khan, Seema was married
to Sohail Khan.

¥ &

Opens Up On Being Considered A 'Failure'
ln Film Industry: 'Casting Couch Existed...

upali Ganguly has opened up about facing the  expressed her deep connection with Anupamaa and said,
casting couch in the film industry. In a recent ~ “Wow, people really have some overactive imagination. But
interview, the Anupamaa actress mentioned that  thank you for talking about me and talking about the show.
she was considered a ‘failure’ in films becauseitwas ~ What can I say? Every person has a core, and my core, |
her conscious decision to step away from  believe, is gratitude. My husband and I both believe that
Bollywood.“I didn’t do well in films, and that ~ whatever Rajan Ji has given me—the recognition, the
was a choice I made because predominantly ~ platform, the position — I will never be able to repay it in this
casting couch existed in the industry atthat ~ lifetime. And Anupamaa is not just a show for me; it’s an
point of time. Maybe some people didn’t  emotion, it’s my home, my second home, all my fur babies are
come across it, but people like me did, and
I decided not to make that choice. So, you
are considered a failure because you
come from a film family," she said, as |
quoted by Pinkvilla.
The actress further expressed her gratitude
towards Rajan Shahi and talked about
how the television show Anupamaa
changed her life. “I did feel small back '
then, but thanks to Anupamaa, I feel very
proud. The show gave me the stature that I
always dreamt of. It has been a life- |
changing experience," she added.
Rupali Ganguly’s Anupamaa is one of
the top television shows today,
which has been ruling the TRP
charts for years now. However, a  here, and the unit has become like a family."
report recently claimed that the “So, does anyone leave their family, their home? And God
actress is likely to quit Rajan forbid, may itnever happen in life. [f Rajan Ji ever says that he
Shahi’s show. Later, Rupali doesn’t need me anymore, then I might fight with him, or
also broke silence on the argue, and say, ‘Please let me stay in Anupamaa.’ I opened the
report and called it gate for this show, and I will remain part of this show till the
baseless.In an emotional  end. Even if I have to face obstacles, I will not leave," she
message, Rupali Ganguly  added.

Sidharth Malhotra Flies Qut Of
Mumbai With Kiara Advani
Ahead Of His 40th Birthday

/X

idharth Malhotra is all set to celebrate his 40th

birthday on January 16. Looks like the

Shershaah actor and his wife Kiara Advani
have jetted off for a vacay ahead of his special day.
The couple made a stylish appearance at the
Mumbai airport on Tuesday morning, and as usual,
shelled out major couple goals as they walked hand-
in-hand.Sidharth Malhotra and Kiara Advani were
spotted at the Mumbai airport by the paparazzi.
They looked uber-chic as they got out of the car, and
headed towards the airport. The Kabir Singh actress
looked gorgeous in a grey V-neck sweater paired
with white pants. She left her hair open, and
accessorized her stylish look with dark sunglasses
and a red handbag. Meanwhile, Sidharth Malhotra
looked dapper in a black tee layered with a
matching jacket and jeans. He also donned dark
sunglasses. Kiara and Sidharth held hands and
politely smiled for paparazzi pictures, before
making their way inside the airport. Check out the
video below!

Soon after the video surfaced, fans gushed over the
lovely couple. While one Instagram user
commented, “The og couple," another one wrote,
“Aww cutest."Sidharth Malhotra and Kiara Advani
tied the knot on 7th February, 2023, in a traditional
Hindu wedding ceremony in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan.
The couple never fails to shell out major couple
goals. In December, they melted hearts on social
media when they shared a cosy Christmas photo. In
the picture, the couple can be seen giving a warm
hug, while standing in front of a beautifully
decorated Christmas tree. Taking to Instagram, the
couple wrote, “Merry Christmas fromus to you."

On the professional front, Kiara Advani was recently
seen in ‘Game Changer’, starring Ram Charan.
Next up, she has Farhan Akhtar’s ‘Don 3’ in which
she will be seen opposite Ranveer Singh. If reports
are to be believed, she will also be seen opposite
Yash in his next film ‘Toxic’. Meanwhile, she will
also reportedly be entering the Maddock Films
supernatural universe with the film ‘Shakti
Shalini’.

Aamir Khan’s Daughter Ira Khan On
Her Bond With Brother Junaid: ‘We

| Fought Every Single Day Until...’

hile Aamir Khan’s son Junaid Khan
stepped foot into Bollywood with
Maharaj last year, his daughter Ira Khan

has no plans to foray into the film industry. In a
recent chat, Ira opened up about her relationship
with her brother Junaid Khan, who will soon make
his big-screen debut with the film Loveyapa.
Junaid is 5 years older than Ira, and the latter said
that they both fought a lot until he finished school.
Post that, their sibling bond evolved, and they
actually became very close.Speaking with People
Of India about her bond with Junaid Khan, Ira said,
“l don’t know whether this happens with all
siblings but either I wanted to be exactly like him in
some aspects, while in some aspects I had to be
exactly the opposite. He liked Manchester United.
So I had to not like Manchester United." She further
added, “We fought every single day till he finished
school. When he went to college, he got a life, so he
stopped troubling me and then we actually became
very close. So it was a very big shift but it was a fun
shift."

When asked about her relationship with her father
Aamir Khan, and whether she knew about his
celebrity status since childhood, she said, “I
probably didn’t fully understand it. But I have
known, since I could remember, that he is a
celebrity." She also mentioned that students in her
school were also aware. “I don’t think anyone
judged me, but yeah, people wanted to be friends
with me because they were excited about who my
dad was. But I dont think anyone necessarily
thought bad of me. At least not to my face."“With
all parents, until you’re a certain age, you don’t see
them as people. You see them as your parents. And
in that sense, it was the same. He would travel and
be on shoot, and I lived with my mom. But he would
always check if anyone in school was troubling me
or if everything was fine. We played a lot of board
games and we were very competitive. All three of
us- Junaid, dad and me. During Covid, we spent a ot
of time together," she continued.Meanwhile, Ira
Khan has been showing her support for her brother
Junaid Khan’s upcoming film ‘Loveyapa’ with
Khushi Kapoor. Just yesterday, she shared a video
of team Loveyapa’s fun, goofy reel which shows
Junaid, Khushi and others singing and swaying to
the title track of the film. Ira Khan was amazed to
see her brother Junaid Khan’s fun, lively and
playful side.
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