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Producing biochar a
profitable alternative
to stubble burning

Agriculture, the backbone of global food security
and economies, sustains billions of lives.
However, the excessive use of fertilisers and
pesticides since the Green Revolution has
significantly degraded soil, depleting its carbon
levels, a key indicator of soil health.
Simultaneously, agriculture is a major contributor
to climate change, with intensive farming
practices releasing greenhouse gases (GHGs),
such as carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide
into the atmosphere.The challenges facing
agriculture in India are multifaceted: demand for
fair crop prices and assured procurement, effective
stubble management, deteriorating soil health,
lack of crop diversification, depleting water levels
and rising food demand, driven by a growing
population.Addressing these challenges requires
innovative solutions that safeguard farmers'
livelihoods, boost incomes and reduce
environmental harm. Recognising their role in
shaping a sustainable future, farmers are willing to
adopt eco-friendly practices like carbon-negative
farming, provided their profits remain intact.

Carbon-negative farming involves practices that
remove more GHGs from the atmosphere than
they emit. It surpasses carbon neutrality, which
merely balances emissions with removals. This
approach uses natural methods to capture carbon
dioxide and store it in the soil, which is the best
place for carbon.Practices like agroforestry, cover
cropping and biochar enable this transformation,
with biochar emerging as particularly effective.
Biochar is a carbon-rich material produced by
heating crop residues through pyrolysis, a high-
temperature, low-oxygen process that sequesters
carbon in the soil for centuries.Globally, Bhutan,
Suriname and Panama are recognised as carbon-
negative, with Sikkim leading as India's first
carbon-negative state. These examples highlight
the feasibility and impact of sustainable practices
at both global and local levels.Carbon credits, a
key driver of carbon-negative farming, offer
farmers an opportunity to earn additional income.
Each carbon credit certifies the removal of one
metric tonne of carbon dioxide. These credits,
calculated by using remote-sensing and Al-driven
satellite data, enable farmers to monetise the
carbon sequestered in their fields.As corporations
strive for carbon neutrality, the demand for carbon
credits is increasing rapidly. Private players are
enrolling farmers in programmes that reward
sustainable practices with carbon credits,
positioning carbon-negative farming as both an
environmental solution and a profitable
venture.Crop residue management is one of
agriculture's most pressing challenges. In Punjab
and Haryana, stubble burning has escalated into a
crisis, releasing massive GHGs and causing
hazardous air pollution. This practice harms
public health, degrades soil and pollutes the
environment.A sustainable solution lies in
producing biochar from stubble, unlike burning,
which releases carbon into the atmosphere.
Biochar locks carbon in the soil, transforming
waste into a valuable resource.The concept of
biochar is not new. It dates back to ancient
Amazonian agriculture, where it was used to
create fertile "Terra Preta" soils that remain
productive even today.Modern science has
revived this practice, demonstrating its ability to
improve soil health, enhance water retention,
boost nutrient availability and reduce reliance on
fertilisers. Farmers who adopt biochar often report
increased yields and greater resilience to climate
stresses within a single growing season.However,
scaling biochar production and adoption remain a
significant challenge. In this context, the
pyrolyser, a portable and automated machine
developed by Applied Carbon, is transforming
crop waste management by converting it into
biochar directly in the field.The pyrolyser
employs a high-temperature, low-oxygen process
powered by syngas, a byprouct of pyrolysis,

SO entrenched is corruption in the Indian social

Nehru-bashing bodes ill for India

Nehru's ‘Idea of India’ was a united country where caste and creed would not matter.

I'belong to a generation of Indians that grew up idolising the
Mahatma and Jawaharlal Nehru. One was the ‘Father of
the Nation’ and the other the country’s first Prime
Minister. Tales of their heroic deeds to free our land from
foreign rule were what we were told by our elders and
what we liked to hear.Soon after the country was freed and
the British had left our shores in August 1947, an
extremist, steeped in an ideology to which very few in the
country subscribed, shot dead our beloved
Mahatma.Nehru died a natural death many years later. It is
only in the past decade since the Modi-Shah government
took charge in Delhi that the denigration of our two most
respected leaders began. Extremist Hindutva leader
Pragya Singh Thakur was given the BJP ticket for the Lok
Sabha elections. As an MP, she lauded Nathuram Godse,
who had assassinated the Mahatma. The hostile reaction
of people to that statement forced our Prime Minister to
chide his party’s representative, who is incidentally
separately facing prosecution in a terror case.

But the subtle and not-so-subtle, sometimes strident, vitriol
against Nehru continues to be spouted by Hindutva
elements. It is sickening to hear their laments and
accusations that obviously are based on the visceral
hatred of the minority Muslim community. These laments
and accusations have not cut ice with a large majority of
the country’s majority Hindu population. In fact, Nehru’s
standing in the freedom struggle and in people’s hearts has
not suffered even a tiny bit. Yet the core followers of the
majoritarian philosophy continue their tirade!

These brainwashed men and women in saffron want
Nehru’s contribution to getting his countrymen free from
the colonial yoke to be obliterated from our history books.
To that end, their favoured historians are busy rewriting
textbooks for students in schools and colleges.

Nehru differentiated between Muslim conquerors who
crossed the Khyber Pass to enslave India and European
invaders who came by the sea route. According to him, the
former settled down and planted roots in our country.
Over the years, they have been assimilated into Indian
society. Like Jews and Parsis, who sought refuge on the
western coast of India and were welcomed, they are to be
counted as part and parcel of the country and its people.

On the other hand, the Portuguese, the French and the
British were sea-faring people whose sole intent was to
benefit their own people back home through trade and
expropriation of the country’s natural resources.Hindutva
stalwarts reject Nehru’s arguments and paint the Muslim
and European conquerors with the same brush. They
refuse to acknowledge the descendants of Muslim
conquerors as one of their countrymen. Narendra Modi
has often said in his speeches that India’s subjugation to
foreign rulers began a thousand years ago. We agree with
him on one score, but wonder why he refuses to
differentiate between colonialism and plain conquests

and political reality that any resolve to counter it
instantly runs into thick clouds of pessimism. A
sense of resignation with regard to the status quo
runs deep. Yet, for hope to filter through, the
significance of terse plainspeak at the highest
echelons cannot be overstated. Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Sanjiv Khanna’s call to reinforce
systems of accountability and fairness is a
reminder of how the citizen continues to be let
down. Corruption as a hydra-headed monster
that undermines public trust and hinders the
ideals of democracy is an apt description.
Equally crucial is the CJI’s emphasis that the
success of the anti-corruption ombudsman, the
Lokpal, hinges on public trust and citizen
engagement. It’s the ability of the little man or woman
to hold the big and powerful accountable, as he put
it.It’s indisputable that corruption can be rooted out

making it self-sustaining.

FROM the 48th floor sea-facing room at Oakwood Hotel
in Sri Racha, Thailand, overlooking the Gulf of Thailand,
[ see an oil refinery being built by some 200 Indian
employees of the multinational, Petrofac. Unlike in the
adjoining dispute-ridden, China-claimed South China
Sea, the Thai Gulf is tranquil. The growth of China, the
world's second biggest economy, depends on an
uninterrupted supply of energy, which suffers from a
Malacca dilemma.During his marathon briefing on
Monday, eve of Army Day, Chief of Army Staff, Gen
Upendra Dwivedi said the LAC was sensitive but stable
(earlier it was unpredictable). China calls the shots there;
Indiareacts. Time it turned the tables elsewhere: possibly
the Malacca Strait in the Indian Ocean where India has
the upper hand for now.Along the narrow neck of
southern Myanmar and Thailand, connecting the
Malaysia peninsula to the Asian mainland, is the
Isthamus of Kra, called Devil's Neck, like our own
Chicken's Neck in the Siliguri corridor which is being
hedged under the Kaladan Multi-Modal project through
Sittwe port in Myanmar.Across Kra, Thailand, prodded
by China, had sought to make a canal; now a 90-km land
bridge is to join the Andaman Sea in the Indian Ocean
with the Gulf of Thailand in the South China Sea/Pacific
Ocean to bypass the Malacca Strait.An alternative
passage avoiding the Malacca Strait will inflict severe
strategic and economic loss on Malacca's custodians —
Singapore, Indonesia and Malaysia— and alter maritime
dynamics in the Indo-Pacific: depriving India of a
strategic choke point in the Indian Ocean to offset its
diminished deterrence against China along the
LAC.China's Malacca dilemma is the stuff of legend. At
a Chinese Communist Party meeting in 2003, the then
President Hu Jintao mentioned the lack of alternative
routes and vulnerability of the Malacca Strait to naval
blockade. As much as 90 per cent of China's trade is by
sea, including 80 per cent of oil and 60 per cent of gas.

that are a feature of recorded history in many countries.

There is a thin but clear line between the two forms of
servitude. The fact that the remnants of the conqueror’s
armies settled in India and were assimilated has, to my
mind, to be accepted. There was also conversion of
natives to the religion of the conquerors. The converted
can under no stretch of imagination be considered
foreigners since they have not known any other country
that they could call their own.The communal angle is the
one that plays prominently on the minds of the adherents
of Hindutva.

They also cite faulty decisions by Nehru on the course the
economy should have taken. They blame his Eton and
Cambridge education and the fact that he was influenced

bound to slip in if industrial development was left to the
private sector. His commitment to sovereignty was
evident in this decision. The Prime Minister’s
commitment to democracy, Mukherjee says, meant that
labour needed to be consulted in the pursuit of any grand
design. If labour was to be a partner and not merely a
performer on command, its consent had to be obtained
through democratic consultations.Nehru’s ‘Idea of India’
was a united country where caste and creed would not
matter. That would cover the entire population.
Hindutva’s agenda is to unite 80 per cent of the population
that professes Hinduism or other religions like Buddhism,
Jainism and Sikhism that originated in India, to form the
bulwark against any threat to the primacy of Hinduism.

by the thoughts of leftist philosopher Harold Laski.Prof Personally, I have no quarrel if the intention is to build up

Aditya Mukherjee, a historian who taught at Jawaharlal
Nehru University, has put up a spirited defence of the
economic path followed by Nehru as the first Prime
Minister of India. In his book Nehru’s India — Past,
Present and Future, Mukherjee argues that two principles
were non-negotiable for Nehru — democracy and
sovereignty. In the pursuit of development after the
departure of the British, he only allowed these two prime
concerns to guide his thinking. Hence, his choice of the
public sector to fill the yawning gaps in the economy.

The commanding heights of the economy, Nehru decided,
could not be placed in the hands of foreigners, who were

Shun corruption

Act on the (JI's plainspeak

only with the help of an educated and engaged
citizenry. What’s essentially missing — and that’s the
hydra on the ground — is institutional support. The

India, China and the Malacca Strait game

Any blockade of the Malacca Strait could result in the Chinese invasion of Taiwan. The reverse is also possible: a blockade of Taiwan by China could lead to the closure of the Malacca Strait.

The Strait of Malacca is 80 km long,
65-to-150 km wide and 2.8 km at its
narrowest point.From Malacca
town, I could see the other side.
Around 250 ships use it daily; it is |
congested with cargo ships and will
reach its capacity by 2030. A closure
of Malacca by accident or design
will cost $85 million a week. During
the Gulf War, Indian warships
escorted US shipping through the
Malacca Strait.China has weighed
its Malacca diversion options:
alternative routes, a new passage and
enhancement of detterence to use the E
existing route. Alternative routes are
available further south of the
Malacca Strait through Sunda,
Lombok and the Macassar Strait.
These are shallow for submarines
and involve two-to-three days of
additional sailing (1500 nm), incurring added cost,
which a Thai estimate puts at an astounding $200 billion
a year.The Maritime Silk and Belt and Road initiatives
launched in 2013 were designed to protect China's land
routes and sea lanes of communication for energy. Three
land corridors were envisaged: the $65-billion China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) from Gwadar to
Xinjiang; the China-Nepal Economic Corridor (CNEC),
which is at the design stage, and the $7-billion partly
developed China-Myanmar Economic Corridor
(CMEC) from Kyaukphyu to Kunming, containing road,
rail and oil and gas pipelines with SEZs.

China is acquiring military bases and access to ports and
airfields to dominate the Indian Ocean Region — the
Djibouti military base, Gwadar (Pakistan), Hambantota
(99-year lease in Sri Lanka), Kyaukphyu and Coco

island (Myanmar) and Ream (Cambodia) in the Gulf of
Thailand. Negotiations are on with Madagascar,
Comoros, the Seychelles and Mauritius for use of/access
to military facilities.

India, too, is creating strategic assets in Mauritius, the
Seychelles and Myanmar, coupled with bilateral and
multilateral partnerships in the Indo-Pacific. China is a
loner.In November 2023, the then Thai Prime Minister
Srettha Thavisin presented the design to bypass the
Malacca Strait and ports in Singapore and Malaysia, with
a land bridge from Ranong and Chumphon, both deep
sea container ports in the Andaman Sea and the Gulf of
Thailand. In September 2024, Transport Minister Suriya
Jungrungreangkit said the South-Eastern Corridor
connecting Bimstec and Asean countries with the Indo-
Pacific would come into effect in September 2025, the
construction would commence in 2026 and the project

the pride of the Hindu in his or her religion. Why should
she or he not be proud of following an ancient religion that
has stood the test of time and is now being studied by
seekers of spirituality in Europe and other advanced
societies of the world? My objection is to the spread of
fear and hatred against followers of other creeds and
creating dissensions in society that did not exist earlier.

The demonisation of Nehru is a manifestation of the

divisiveness that is spreading throughout the country
because of an ideology that is fast turning viral. My view
is that this will do more harm than good to India and its
place in the minds of people all over the world.

social contract between the government
and citizens to safeguard against
corruption remains breached, and the
gap is only widening. The referee
agencies have been found wanting.
Public trust is the sum total of the
efficacy of the systemic reaction and
action on complaints and grievances at
every level. Nothing less will
suffice. What the citizen has come to
recognise is the futility of standing up
against corrupt practices, small or big.
Nothing weakens the national character
more than a social sanction to graft and
an official stamp, as it were, to the right
to cheat. All organs of democracy are to

blame. If you truly desire change, revitalise the
institutions. Else, expect a more shrivelled moral and
ethical fibre in an average Indian.

completed in 2030. In August 2024, PM
Paetongtarn Shinawatra confirmed that
Thailand would seek Chinese investment for
the $27-35-billion project.

| For enhancing deterrence in the Indian Ocean,

. Beijing had shifted the military focus from
the PLA to the PLA Navy (PLAN). It is now
the fastest growing naval armada in the
world, transforming from a brown-water
navy to a blue-water one, crossing the First
Island Chain and implementing the Two-
Oceans Strategy — the Indian and Pacific
Oceans. By 2035, it will be a 390-ship navy
with seven aircraft carriers, frontline
warships and submarines, hugely surpassing
the US navy.

In the event of a blockade of the Malacca Strait
by the US and/or India, which is an act of
war, China may not attempt to break the
blockade as it has three months of strategic
oil reserves, with plans to make it last for 18

months and replenishing from Uzbekistan and
Russia.Any blockade of the Malacca Strait could result
in the Chinese invasion of Taiwan. The reverse is also
possible: a blockade of Taiwan by China could lead to the
closure of the Malacca Strait. Further, a blockade or
invasion of Taiwan independent of action against
Malacca will also harm India's economy.In such
contingencies, as per the India-US cooperative
deterrence — the Indo-Pacific Strategy — New Delhi
should align its maritime domain expertise and naval
capability in the Indian Ocean while the US focus should
be in the Pacific Ocean. As PLAN's blue-water
proficiency would take a decade to manifest, India
should exploit more imaginatively China's Malacca
dilemma to alter the adverse balance along the LAC. Or,
will the Kra land bridge become China's hedge?
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Indusind Bank CFO Gobind
Juin resigns

NEW DELH. Gobind Jain, chief financial officer of
the private sector lender Indusind Bank, has put in his
paper “to pursue other professional the
opportunities,” the bank said in an exchanges filing
on Saturday.The bank further said Arun Khurana, the
deputy chief executive, and a whole-time director,
will take the additional charge as chief financial
officer from January 21.“I am keen to pursue
opportunities outside the bank or within the promoter
group after having put in over three years,” Jain, who
joined the bank in October 2021, said in his
resignation letter.

Khurana joined the lender in November 2011, and has
been the deputy chief executive since April 2020. He
has also served as overall head of the bank’s global
markets group. Khurana is also the overall head of
global markets group, transacton banking and
investment banking.The bank said Jain will serve a
notice period of 90 days and will be available until
April 17. Jain joined the bank after the then chief
financial officer SV Zaregaonkar had resigned in
September 2021.Jain is a chartered accountant,
chartered financial analyst, certified financial
planner and financial risk management. The bank’s
share tumbled nearly 2.5% by the closing of the trade
on Friday.

Bank FD: Which Bank Is

Offering Highest Interest
Rate On 3-Year Fixed Deposit?
Check Detailed Comparison

NEW DELHI. When compared to alternative
investment options, bank fixed deposits have long
been regarded as a safe investment. Many people
choose fixed deposits (FD) because they believe
they are safer, more reliable, and more stable. The
length of the account, the quantity of the deposit,
economic variables like inflation and the repo rate,
and other economic considerations all affect the
interest rates on fixed deposits, which differ from
bank to bank.

For the required tenure, bank customers should
compare the interest rates provided by various
banks. A comparison of interest rates offered by
private, public, and international banks over a three-
year period may be seen in this table:Private sector
banks like DCB Bank (7.55 per cent) and RBL Bank
(7.5 per cent) offer the highest interest rates on 3-
year fixed deposits, while Canara Bank leads among
public sector banks with 7.4 per cent. Public sector
banks generally offer slightly lower rates compared
to private sector counterparts. Among foreign banks,
Deutsche Bank offers the highest interest rate on 3-
year fixed deposits at 8 per cent, significantly
outpacing HSBC Bank (7 per cent) and Standard
Chartered Bank (7.1 per cent). This makes Deutsche
Bank a standout choice for higher returns in this
category.

Big Loss For Narayana
Murthy! Family Loses Rs

1,850 Crore As Infosys
Shares Drop By...

New Delhi. The family wealth of Infosys co-founder
NR Narayana Murthy took a significant hit on
Friday as the company’s share price dropped by
nearly 6 per cent. This decline resulted in a loss of
Rs 1,850 crore for Murthy's family.

Murthy Family's Shareholding and Recent
Losses

NR Narayana Murthy, co-founder of infosys at the
end of the september quarter held a 0.40 per cent
stake in the company while his wife Sudha N
Murty owned 0.92 per cent. Their children, Rohan
Murty and Akshata Murty (wife of former UK
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak), held stakes of 1.62
per cent and 1.04 per cent, respectively. NRN's
grandson, Ekagrah Rohan Murty, had a small 0.04
per cent stake in Infosys. Together, the Murthy

(

\
family owns a4.02 per cent stake in the IT giant.

Following a nearly 6 per cent drop in Infosys' stock
price, their collective holdings were valued at
approximately Rs 30,300 crore, a decrease from
Rs 32,152 crore the previous day, marking a
notional loss of over Rs 1,850 crore, according to a
Business Today report.

Infosys Stock Decline

Infosys shares dropped 5.89 per cent, reaching a low
of Rs 1,812.70 on the BSE, wiping out some of the
gains made over the past six months, which now
stand at 5.42 per cent. This decline comes despite
the company’s Q3 results surpassing expectations

.

in several areas.

Infosys Announces Salary Hikes for Employees

Infosys announced on Thursday that it will
implement annual salary hikes ranging from 6-8
per cent for its employees in India, starting in
January 2025. This marks the first phase of salary
revisions planned by the company, led by N R
Narayana Murthy, with a second phase expected in
April 2025. Employees based outside of India are
likely to receive smaller, single-digit increases.

EPFO New Rule! BIG Update On Personal Details
And EPF Transfers — All You Need To Know

I t—|
-

New Delhi. The Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO) has
introduced a new online feature that
allows its 7.6 crore members to easily
update their personal details such as
their name and date of birth without
requiring employer verification or
EPFO approval. Members with
Aadhaar-seeded e-KYC accounts can
now file their EPF transfer claims
directly using an Aadhaar OTP,
eliminating the need for employer
involvement. Union Labour &
Employment Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya on Saturday launched two
new services aimed at improving the
experience for EPFO members. The
minister noted that approximately 27 per
cent of the grievances are related to
profile or KYC issues. With the
introduction of these services he expects
reduction in such complaints. He also
highlighted that large employers, who
handle a high volume of such requests
would benefit from this process.

The minister stated that the EPFO has
simplified the process of joint declaration

VinFast enters India with three e-SUVs, BYD to expand presence

NEW DELHI. VinFast on Saturday
announced its first electric vehicles
(EVs) for the Indian market at the
Bharat Mobility Global Expo 2025.
The Vietnamese automaker unveiled
two all-electric premium SUVs, VE7
and VF6, at the Expo.

The SUVs are expected to be priced
under Rs 30 lakh.he unveiling marks
a major milestone for VinFast as it
will now compete against the likes of
Maruti Suzuki, Hyundai, Mahindra &
Mahindra and Tata Motors in the
small but fast-growing Indian electric
car market. India is the first market
where VinFast will launch a right-
hand drive version of the VF7 and
VF6.Pham Sanh Chau, CEO of
VinFast Asia, said, “We believe our
premium SUVs VF7 and VF6 are

EPF Vs NPS: Understanding The Key

Differences In India’s Retirement Plans

More About It

Any Indian national between 18 and 70
can open an NPS account by going to
an eNPS or Point of Presence-Service
Provider (POP-SP) and providing
their bank account information and

New Delhi.In India, the Employees’
Provident Fund (EPF) and the
National Pension Scheme (NPS) are
the two most popular retirement
pension plans. Both are intended to
give people a monthly pension and a
lump sum payment after they retire.
There is a fundamental distinction
between the two.EPF is a
guaranteed return plan based on
interest rates, whereas NPS is a
market-linked investment
programme that allows investors to
choose investment plans and
managers according to their
aggressive, moderate and cautious
return strategies.

There is a probability that NPS will
outperform EPF in the long run
because it is market-linked. Some
individuals may wish to move their
EPF funds to market-linked returns
NPS if they prefer them to fixed
returns (EPF)

Employees’ Provident Fund: Details
AboutIt

EPFO, or Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation, is in charge of EPF. A
compound interest of 8.25 per cent is

on the EPFO portal by allowing
employees to self-correct most common
errors in personal details like name, date
of birth, gender, nationality, father/
mother’s name, marital status, spouse
name, date of joining and date of leaving,
without any verification by employer or
approval by EPFO.

This facility will be available for members,
whose UAN (universal account number)
was issued after October 1, 2017 (when
Aadhaar matching was made mandatory).
No supporting document is required in
such cases, the minister informed. If the
UAN was issued prior to October 1,2017,
the employer can correct details without

the EPFO’s approval.Requirement of
supporting document has also been
simplified for such cases. Only where
UAN is not linked with Aadhaar, any
correction would have to be submitted
physically to employer and after
verification forwarded to EPFO for
approval, he explained.

UAN registration is done by employer for
the employee at the time of joining. For
many employees, mistakes were
committed by employers in recording
father/spouse name, marital status,
nationality and service details during the
registration process or later. In order to
correct these errors, the employee had to
make a request online with supporting
documents.The request would have to be
verified by the employer and then
forwarded to EPFO for approval before
any change could be effected. This
process was called Joint Declaration. Out
of'the 8 lakh requests that were forwarded
to EPFO by employers in FY 24-25, it was
seen that only 40 per cent were sent within
5 days, 47 per cent were sent after 10 days
and the average time taken by employer

was 28 days.

The simplification would provide relief to

employees in 45 per cent of cases through
immediate correction through Aadhaar
OTP verification and in the balance 50 per
cent of cases through the employer itself.
If any member who can self-approve has
already filed his request which is pending
with the employer, the member can delete
the already filed request and self-approve
as per simplified process.This will benefit
nearly 3.9 lakh cases pending with
employer as on date. About the
simplification of process of claims for
transfer of EPF account, the minister said
EPF members with fully compliant e-
KYC EPF accounts can file their Online
Transfer Claims with Aadhaar OTP
directly with EPFO without any need for
intervention of employer.If number of
claims filed (1.3 Crore) during FY 2024-
25 is considered more than 94 per cent
claims (1.2 crore) will instantly reach
EPFO. The turnaround time of EPF
transfer claim processing will be
considerably reduced since it does not
require approval by the employer.

VINFAST

game changers that will accelerate it
adoption of EVs in India.” Ashwin
Ashok Patil, deputy CEO of sales &
marketing at VinFast India, said VF7
and VF6 are expected to go for sale
from second half of CY25. He said
VinFast is appointing dealers across

offered on an employee’s EPF
contribution annually.The highest
amount an employee can contribute is
12 per cent of their base pay and
dearness allowance (DA). One of the
benefits is that employers are required

EMPLOYEES®
PROVEDEET FUND &

to make equal contributions to their
employees’ Employee Provident
Funds.

EPF deposits made up to Rs 1.50 lakh
within a fiscal year are exempt from
taxes. Additionally, withdrawals and
interest are tax-free.

National Pension Scheme: Know

major towns with omni-channel
presence.Last year, it broke ground on
an electric vehicle manufacturing
plant in Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu. It
had committed an investment of $500
million.Meanwhile, the world’s
largest electric carmaker BYD
introduced its SEALION 7 Pure
Performance eSUV at the Expo.
Under the promotional booking offer,
the BYD SEALION 7 can be booked
with Rs 70,000 across India from
Saturday. The Chinese auto giant said

in India to 40 locations by January
2025. The BYD SEALION 7 can
accelerate to 100 km/h in 4.5 secs in
the Performance trim, and the
Premium does the same in 6.7
seconds.

investments up to Rs. 50,000 in NPS
(Tier I accounts).
contribution made by an employer for
the benefit of their employees up to 10
per cent of their base pay plus DA is
deducted from their taxable income
up to Rs. 7.50 lakh. For Tier Il account
holders, there are no tax advantages.

Hyundai, TVS to make

3W, micro 4W for
Indian market

NEW DELHI. South Korean automaker Hyundai
Motor Company is joining hands with Chennai-
based auto major TVS Motor to enter into India’s
growing last-mile mobility market. TVS and
Hyundai on Saturday unveiled concept models of
advanced electric three-wheelers and micro four-
wheelers at Bharat Mobility Global Expo
2025.While no binding agreements have been
explored or executed, Hyundai said it is exploring
the potential to offer design, engineering and
technology, while TVS Motor will explore
manufacturing and marketing of the vehicles.
“Collaborating with TVS Motor, we aim to
locally produce the three-wheeler while
exploring global opportunities for the four-
wheeler, blending intuitive functionality with the
spirit of a rapidly innovating India,” said
SangYup Lee, executive Vice President and head
of Hyundai and Genesis Global Design.

will expand its dealership network

Hyundai said the concept vehicles will not only
address the pressing need for sustainable mobility
but also align with the evolving demands of
Indian roads and urban infrastructure. “TVS is
proud to explore a partnership with Hyundai to
shape future of urban mobility,” said Sharad
Mishra, President, Group strategy, TVS Motor
Company.“By combining Hyundai Motor’s
global expertise with our deep understanding of
mobility solutions, we aim to develop next-
generation micro-mobility solutions that redefine
last-mile connectivity. With a shared vision, we
are confident that this partnership under
discussion will deliver impactful solutions that set
new standards in design, engineering, technology,
and quality,” added Mishra.

Hyundai said it will explore the practicality and
potential of these futuristic mobility solutions
while analysing their integration into India’s
traffic ecosystem. Based on the findings, Hyundai
and TVS will explore rollout of the project. The
three-wheeler concept is proposed to be produced
in collaboration with TVS, while the
development of the four-wheeler is under review,
with a focus on its global potential.

Hyundai claims that with the electric three-wheeler
concept, they have reimagined India’s ubiquitous
motor rickshaw, transforming it into a versatile
and eco-friendly vehicle that can serve not only as
a people mover but also as an efficient logistics
option or arapid-response emergency vehicle.

PAN.While NPS offers Tier II
accounts with no lock-in term, Tier [
accounts have a 60-year-old lock-in
duration. A minimum annual
payment of Rs 1,000 and a
contribution of Rs 500 are required
to start an NPS Tier I account.You
can start a Tier II account by
contributing Rs 250. After that, no
minimum balance is needed. Under
Section 80 CCD (1), Tier I accounts
provide tax benefits up to a total of
Rs 1.50 lakh.Only NPS subscribers
are eligible for an extra deduction
under subsection 80CCD (1B) for

The NPS

Petrol, Diesel Fresh Prices Announced:
Check Rates In Your City On January 19

Petrol And Diesel

Price Today:
Check City-Wise
Rates Across

India Including
In Delhi, Mumbai

N\

And Kolkata.

NEW DELHI. Oil marketing companies
(OMCs) update petrol and diesel prices
every day at 6 AM to ensure
transparency and reflect the volatility in
global markets. These daily adjustments
take into account fluctuations in
international crude oil prices and
currency exchange rates, allowing
consumers to receive accurate and
current fuel cost information.

In India, fuel prices have remained steady

generally leads to higher fuel costs.
Taxes: Petrol and diesel prices are subject
to various taxes imposed by both the
central and state governments. These
taxes can vary from state to state,
contributing significantly to the final
price consumers pay at the pump.
Refining Costs: The process of refining
crude oil into petrol and diesel incurs
costs that influence fuel prices. These
expenses can vary based on factors such
as the type of crude oil processed and the
efficiency of the refinery.Demand: The
balance of supply and demand plays a
crucial role in determining fuel prices.
Increased demand for petrol and diesel
typically results in higher prices, as

Prices in India

since May 2022, after the central
government and various state

Crude Oil Prices: As the key raw material

suppliers adjust to market conditions.
Check Petrol and Diesel Prices via SMS

governments reduced fuel taxes.

for producing petrol and diesel, You can easily check the latest petrol and

Oil marketing companies (OMCs) update

fuel prices daily at 6 a.m., reflecting
changes in global crude oil prices. The
government controls these prices using
tools such as excise taxes, base pricing,
and price caps.

Factors Influencing Petrol and Diesel

fluctuations in global crude oil prices
have a direct impact on fuel costs in
India.Exchange Rate: India imports a
significant portion of its crude oil, so
changes in the exchange rate between
the Indian rupee and the US dollar
influence fuel prices. A weaker rupee

diesel prices in your city through SMS.
For Indian Oil customers, text the city
code followed by “RSP" t0 9224992249.
BPCL customers can send “RSP" to
9223112222, and HPCL customers can
text “HP Price" to 9222201122 to
receive the current fuel prices.
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‘Convoy attack’: Kejriwal’s campaign turns
battleground for AAP and BJP

»Posting a
video, AAP

called the
attack a
“cowardly
act” by the
BJP in fear
of their
impending
defeat.

NEW DELHI. AAP supremo Arvind Kejriwal’s
vehicle was allegedly attacked while he was
campaigning in New Delhi, sparking a heated
exchange between the ruling party and the
opposition BJP on Saturday:.

The party accused BJP “goons™ of pelting
Kejriwal’s convoy with bricks and stones,
aiming to disrupt his campaign and intimidate
him ahead of the elections. Posting a video,
AAP called the attack a “cowardly act” by the
BJPin fear of their impending defeat.

“Fearing defeat, BJP panicked, got its goons to
attack Arvind Kejriwal. BJP candidate Pravesh
Verma’s goons attacked Arvind Kejriwal with
bricks and stones while he was campaigning
and tried to hurt him so that he could not
campaign.

BIPpeople, Kejriwal jiis not going to be scared of
your cowardly attack, people will give you a
befitting reply,” AAP wrote in Hindi and posted
a video clip of the incident on X.In a swift
rebuttal, Verma dismissed AAP’s allegations
and accused Kejriwal of running over three
people by his vehicle during the campaign.
“When the people were asking questions,
@ArvindKejriwal hit youngsters with his car.

Both were taken to Lady Harding Hospital.
Seeing defeat in front, he forgot the value of
people’s lives. I am going to the hospital,”
Verma responded on X sharing a video proof.

As the day unfolded, leaders of both parties
exchanged accusations of playing dirty ahead
of the high-stakes battle.

BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj accused Kejriwal of
failing to fulfill his promises. In retaliation,

Poll office holds awareness event

New Delhi. The Delhi election office on Saturday
organised ‘Aagaz-e-Voting', a musical event at Central
Park, Connaught Place, as part of the voter awareness
campaign for the upcoming Delhi legislative assembly
elections.The event featured a performance by the
Nizami Brothers.

Addressing the gathering, chief electoral officer R Alice
Vaz emphasised the importance of active citizen
participation in the biggest festival of democracy, that is,
the election. "Your vote is your voice. Let us come
together and make our vote count."

"The ‘Aagaz-e-Voting' was an initiative under the
Systematic Voter's Education and Electoral Participation
(SVEEP) programme, aimed at maximising voter
turnout and promoting informed voting," a statement
from the CEO office said.

Woman strangled by boyfriend in Delhi,
murder staged as suicide

NEW DELHI. A 23-year-old woman was murdered by her
boyfriend in northwest Delhi's Bharat Nagar on Friday.
Police said the accused suspected she was having an
affair with someone else, leading to an argument at her
home. He allegedly strangled her. The accused, who has
been arrested, attempted to disguise the murder as a
suicide but failed.

The accused, Shakir (26), lived in Om Nagar, Dhobi Ghat,
and worked as a delivery boy in Sadar Bazar. On Jan 17,
police received information about a suspected suicide.
The caller claimed his niece had hanged herself.

A team from the local police station rushed to the scene,
where they found a woman on the floor, identified as
Saniya. She used to give tuition to children.

Deputy commissioner of police (Northwest) Bhisham
Singh said that a ligature was tied around Saniya's neck,
and a dupatta was attached to the ceiling fan. However,
the ends of the dupatta were untied. The district crime
team and the Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL) team
inspected the crime scene, and CCTV cameras in the
vicinity were thoroughly analysed.

"The circumstances were staged to appear as a suicide.
However, certain facts and circumstantial inquiries
raised serious doubts about this projection," said Singh.

Upon further investigation, the team recreated the crime
scene and concluded that someone entered secretly from
the roof, killed Saniya, and then fled. A case under
section 103(1) (murder) of BNS was registered at Bharat
Nagar police station.

Acting on secret information, a team led by SHO (Bharat
Nagar) arrested Shakir. During interrogation, Shakir
confessed to dating Saniya for five years and claimed she
was cheating on him for the past three months. This
allegedly led him to plan her murder. "When he was
trying to hang her on the ceiling fan, someone knocked
on the door. This frightened him, and he fled through the
roof," police added.

German national caught with
banned GPS device at airport,
seventh case this month

New Delhi. Abanned GPS device was recovered from the
baggage of a German national at IGI Airport, marking
the seventh such case this month. A case was registered,
and the individual was bound down. Police
investigations revealed that foreign nationals caught
with these devices often claimed they brought them for
research or navigation purposes. The incident was
reported on Jan 13 when security officials identified an
unspecified device in the passenger's baggage.

The German citizen, en route to Ahmedabad, arrived at
IGI Airport around 10.24 am and submitted his hand
baggage for screening. During the screening, CISF
personnel noticed a suspicious image of an electronic
device in the passenger's hand baggage, prompting a
physical check. Upon inspection, a GPS device was
discovered. The passenger did not have the necessary
permission from the Union ministry of home affairs
(MHA) or the department of telecommunications to
carry the device in India.

A case was registered under Section 42(3)(d) of the
Telecommunications Act of 2023 at IGIA police station.
Earlier this month, similar cases were reported
involving nationals from New Zealand, Switzerland,
Tanzania, Tokyo, the UK, and the US. An assistant
professor from a university in Varanasi was also found
with a banned GPS device.To "be bound down" means
being required to appear before an investigating officer
on a specified date. Police sources explained that
satellite phones are banned in India to mitigate security
risks and unauthorised surveillance.

AAP MP Sanjay Singh alleged that BJP wanted
to win the polls through hooliganism. AAP says
cops stopped docu, officials cite MCC

Kejriwal alleged Delhi Police prevented the
screening of a documentary exposing
“conspiracies” behind arrest of AAP leaders.
The cops said no permission was sought for the
screening despite MCC being in force.

Defamation case: Order reserved on CM
Atishi’s plea against summons

NEW DELHLI. A city court on Saturday
reserved its order on Chief Minister
Atishi’s appeal against summons
issued to her in a defamation case filed
by BJP leader Praveen Shankar
Kapoor. The decision,
expected on January 28,
comes after extensive
arguments by both sides.

Special Judge Vishal Gogne of
Rouse Avenue Court,
presiding over the case, heard
rebuttal arguments from
senior advocate Ramesh
Gupta, representing Atishi.
Gupta argued that political
defamation cases required a
higher threshold since
political parties are
inherently subjects of public
discourse.

The case traces back to a press
conference by Atishi on April 2, 2024,
where she alleged that the BIJP
approached her to join their party
under threat of arrest by the ED. This

prompted Kapoor, a BIP
spokesperson, to file a defamation
complaint, claiming her statements
were false, malicious, and intended to
harm BJP’s reputation.

Kapoor’s legal team,
advocate Ajay Burman, contended that
the defamation was not only directed at
the BJP but also personally defamatory
to Kapoor due to his long-standing
association and representation of the

led by senior

party.

Gupta countered that the alleged

defamatory remark was against the

BIP as a collective, not Kapoor

personally. He suggested that the
defamation complaint
should have been filed by
the party itself if it felt
aggrieved.

The court had previously
stayed the proceedings in
November 2024, after
Atishi moved the sessions
court against the
summons issued on May
28.

Atishi sticks to allegations

The notice accused Atishi of
making baseless claims
without specific evidence

or details about the BIJP. Atishi,
however, stood firm on her allegations,
asserting that the BJP is using central
agencies to intimidate opposition
leaders. She dismissed the threats as
attempts to derail her political career.

Killings of Delhi's notorious serial killer: Chanderkant Jha
targeted young men, hacked them and scattered bhody parts

NEW DELHI. The notes found with the
murdered bodies always read,
"Tumhara baap+Jijaji. CC".
Chanderkant Jha, the man behind the
bizarre series of killings, terrorised
Delhi for years, leaving a trail of
dismembered bodies and the taunting
letters in his wake.

His modus operandi was to target young
men, often migrants from Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar, and chop off their
heads, legs and hands. Born in 1967,
Jha is alleged to have killed 18 victims
in west Delhi between 1998 and 2007,
dumped their bodies outside Tihar Jail
and scattered other body parts across
Delhi.

Officially, the serial killer is charged in
seven murder cases and six other
crimes. Arrested in 1998 for his first
murder, Jha was incarcerated until
2002, when he was released due to
insufficient evidence. His release only
facilitated another killing spree.

During questioning, Jha blamed his
parents for neglecting him in his
childhood. His mother was a
schoolteacher, and he felt she
prioritised her profession over him.
Dejected, he decided to leave his
village and search for a job elsewhere.
Jha eventually made his way to Delhi,
where he found work selling
vegetables at Azadpur Mandi.

He soon developed a grievance against
the police officers in the area, who he
claimed demanded bribes from him.
"This instilled a strong sense of
resentment towards the system," he
confessed to the cops.

While working at Azadpur Mandi,
Chandrakant got into a fight with
fellow vegetable dealer Pandit and
injured the latter hand with his knife.
Pandit filed a complaint, leading to
Chandrakant's arrest in Oct 1988, After
his release from police custody, Jha
began plotting his revenge against

Pandit. He pretended to be close friends
with Pandit and eventually killed him.
The case remained unsolved, as
Pandit's head was never found and his
body remained unclaimed.

Jha relocated to Haiderpur, where he
continued to sell vegetables. His first
marriage was short-lived but he had
five daughters from his second
marriage, said police. "He would
extend help to young men, often by
assisting them in finding work, offering
them meals and treating them like his
brothers.

During the course of their stay with him
he took offence to their small
indulgences like drinking, eating meat,
womanising or lying. Often, his
demeanour took a savage turn and led
to the brutal murders," said additional
commissioner Sanjay Sain, who
headed the special police team created
to pursue the serial killer after he
jumped parole.

Probe Agency Restores
Properties Worth Rs 290 Crore
in Maharashtra Bank Scam

New Delhi. The Enforcement Directorate (ED),
Mumbai Zone, has restituted immovable
properties worth Rs 289.54 crore to the Competent
Authority, MPID appointed by the Government of
Maharashtra in the case of M/s Pen Co-operative
Urban Bank Ltd, an official said on Friday.A
statement mentioned that the assets were
provisionally attached by ED under Section 5 of
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA),
2002 as the erstwhile office bearers had cheated
the banks and siphoned off the bank funds for
private investments.

The investigation was initiated based on the FIR
registered by Pen Police Station, District Raigad,
Mabharashtra. It was alleged by the LEA in its
chargesheet that office bearers of the bank entered
into criminal conspiracy with the then Auditors of
the Bank willfully and intentionally manipulated
the books of accounts of Pen Bank and
fraudulently reported profit and caused a loss of
Rs. 651.35 Crore to the bank.ED investigations
revealed that the proceeds generated out of crime
of forgery and cheating was diverted and routed
through the bogus cash credit accounts opened in
the said bank using the services of cheque
discounters in the market.The statement further
read that part of such Proceed of Crime (POC) was
utilised for purchase of immovable properties at
different locations in Raigad District of
Mabharashtra in the names of third parties (Benami
properties)."These Benami properties measuring
70.9 acres worth Rs. 25.20 Crore were attached u/s
5 of PMLA on 26.05.2014 and 03.12.2014.
Further Prosecution Complaint dated 20.06.2018
has been filed in the subject case before Hon'ble
Special Court, PMLA and the trial is underway," it
read."In the meantime, a Criminal Writ Petition
bearing was filed by one of Depositor of Pen
Urban Cooperative Bank Ltd before the Hon'ble
Bombay High Court praying for release of the
properties attached under the PMLA. The Hon'ble
Bombay High Court vide order dated 07.10.2016
directed the ED to hand over the properties to
MPID. Against the said order, ED filed a SLP
before the Apex Court vide order dated
03.11.2017 which granted a stay on the order of
Hon'ble Bombay High Court. MPID authorities
filed an application w's 8(8) of PMLA dated
01.02.2019 before Hon'ble Special Court
(PMLA), Mumbai to confiscate the attached
property to MPID for its restitution," it further

Sandeep Dikshit corners AAP

over water, air pollution

Addressing a press conference, Dikshit

claimed there were around 5,500 DTC
buses in 2013, but the number has
now reduced to around 3.000.

NEW DELHI. Congress leader Sandeep Dikshit
on Saturday blamed the AAP government for the
air and water pollution in the capital, claiming it
did nothing while in power over the past 10 years
. Addressing a press conference, Dikshit claimed
there were around 5,500 DTC buses in 2013, but
the number has now reduced to around 3,000.
“In 2013, 43 lakh people used to commute in
DTC buses, but today only 41 lakh people travel
in DTC and cluster buses.

The numbers should have increased to around 60-
65 lakh, given the rise in population, but it has
dropped to 41 lakh. If these surplus 20-25 lakh
people are choosing private transport, it clearly
adds to pollution,” he said.

Dikshit also refuted Kejriwal’s claim that sewage
capacity in Delhi increased by 50%. “In 2013,
the capacity was 613 MGD. Now, its 632
MGD,” he said.

Centre-farmers’ talks on February 14,
fasting Jagjit Dallewal uccep’rs medical aid

New Delhi. Farmer leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal, on an indefinite fast for 54
days, agreed to take medical aid late on
Saturday after the Centre proposed a
meeting with the protesting farmers on
February 14 to discuss their demands,
including a legal guarantee on MSP for
crops.However, Dallewal will not end
his indefinite fast till the Centre agreed
to give a legal guarantee on MSP for
crops during next month's meeting in
Chandigarh, farmer leader Sukhjit
Singh Hardojhande said.Later, pictures
showing Dallewal taking medical aid
with an intravenous drip were released
by the farmers.

The breakthrough came after a delegation
of Union Agricultural Ministry officials,
led by Joint Secretary Priya Ranjan, met
Dallewal and held a meeting with the
representatives of the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (Non-Political) and Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha (KMM), which have
been spearheading the agitation for the
last 11 months.Following the February

14 meeting announcement, farmer
leaders appealed to Dallewal to
take medical aid so that he could
recover and participate in the
talks.Earlier, farmer leader
Abhimanyu Kohar said Dallewal
was unable to take water and had
been vomiting. He said that
doctors had warned that anything
could have happened to Dallewal.
Before agreeing to take medical aid,
Dallewal had asked the farmer
leaders to take consent from the
121 farmers who were also on an
indefinite fast. A few days ago, a group
of 111 farmers and later, 10 more
farmers sat on a fast-unto-death in
solidarity with Dallewal.The Centre's
delegation also appealed to Dallewal to
take medical aid so that he can
participate in the proposed meeting,
which will take place at the Mahatma
Gandhi State Institute of Public
Administration at Chandigarh at 5 pm
on February 14.Talking to reporters at

the Khanauri protest site, Ranjan said a
high-level delegation was sent by the

Centre, keeping in mind the
deteriorating health of Dallewal."We
enquired about his health and held a
meeting with the representatives (of the
protesting farmers' bodies). We urged
him (Dallewal) to break his fast and take
medical aid, so that he can participate in
the meeting," he said.So far, four rounds
of meetings had taken place between the
Centre and the protesting farmers on
February 8, 12, 15 and 18 last year, but

the talks remained
inconclusive.Farmers protesting at
the Khanauri and Shambhu border
points between Punjab and Haryana
said they received a proposal from
the Centre to hold talks over their
demands.

Farmer leader Kohar said officials
fixed February 14 for the meeting as
Assembly polls were due in Delhi on
February 5 and the Model Code of
Conduct will be in force in the
national capital till February

9.Dallewal, who is the convenor of the
SKM (Non-Political), has been on an
indefinite hunger strike at the Khanauri
border point since November 26 last
year in support of various demands,
including a legal guarantee on the MSP
for crops.On Thursday, farmer leaders
said Dallewal had lost about 20 kg of
weight during his fast-unto-death. The
weight of Dallewal had reduced to 66.4
kg from 86.9 kg, when he began the
indefinite fast.
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Unable To Move Forward
Until...": Netanyahu's BIG
Remark On Israel-Gaza
Hostage Deal

Israel-Hamas Hostage Deal. Isracli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has said that Israel will not be
able to move forward with an agreed framework in
connection to the implementation of the ceasefire
deal in Gaza until Hamas provides the list of
hostages to be released. He asserted that any
violations of the agreement will not be tolerated.

In a post on social media platform X, the Office of the
Israeli PM quoted Netanyahu and said, "We will be
unable to move forward with the framework until we
receive the list of the hostages who will be released,
as was agreed. Israel will not tolerate violations of
the agreement. Hamas is solely responsible."

This comes after the Israeli government on Saturday
gave its approval to the ceasefire and hostage release
deal with Hamas by a vote of 24-8, according to a
report by Times of Israel.

TRENDING NOW

Earlier on Friday, the Israeli security cabinet had
approved the hostage release-ceasefire deal with
Hamas and recommended the government to adopt
it. The Israel government's hostages and missing
persons coordination unit on Friday notified the
families of the 33 Israeli hostages expected to be set
free in the first phase of the Gaza ceasefire
deal.Israel has not been told how many of the 33 are
alive, though it expects the majority are. Israel will
receive a full status report on all those on the list
seven days into the ceasefire.The order of release is
not yet known. The identities of those set to return
are expected to be provided 24 hours before each
release, as reported by the Times of Israel.

Beyond the 33 hostages set for release in phase one,
Israel says 65 more hostages are currently held in
Gaza, including the bodies of at least 36 confirmed
dead. As the first phase progresses, talks will focus
on the release of remaining hostages, ending the war,
and Gaza's future reconstruction.

Gasoline Tanker Explosion
In Nigeria Kills At Least 70
People

World At least 70 people were killed after a gasoline
tanker exploded in north-central Nigeria, AP
reported citing the country's emergency response
agency.

The blast happened in the early hours of Saturday near
the Suleja area of Niger state after individuals
attempted to transfer gasoline from one tanker into
another truck using a generator.The tragic incident of
tanker explosion took place in the early hours of
Saturday near the Suleja area of Niger state after
individuals attempted to transfer gasoline from one
tanker into another truck using a generator.

TRENDING NOW

The explosion, triggered during the fuel transfer,
resulted in the deaths of both those handling the
gasoline and nearby bystanders, Hussaini Isah of the
National Emergency Management Agency told the
Associated Press, as reported by AP.Due to the lack
of an efficient railway system for cargo transport,
fatal truck accidents are frequent on major roads in
Nigeria, Africa's most populous nation.

Thousands Protest In Washington
DC Against Trump Ahead Of
Inauguration

World Thousands of people from across the country
gathered in the American Capital two days before the
inauguration of Donald Trump as the 47th President
ofthe United States on January 20.

Trump, 78, succeeds Joe Biden, 82, on Tuesday as the
new occupant of the White House. A coalition of
nonprofit bodies, including Sakhi for South Asian
Survivors, under the banner of People’s March, held
the demonstration here to protest against the policies
of Trump.Displaying anti-Trump posters and banner,
the protestors raised slogans against the next

President and also against some of his close
supporters including Tesla owner Elon Musk. The
same group had also held a similar protest on January
2017, when Trump was inaugurated for the first time.

TRENDING NOW

There were a series of three protests which started from
three different parks and culminated near the Lincoln
Memorial. “Mass protest is one of the most effective
ways to demonstrate to our communities that we are
not obeying in advance or bowing to fascism, and
invites them to do the same,” People’s March said.

Amongst the coalition members are Abortion Action
Now, Time to Act, SisterSong, Women’s March,
Popular Democracy In Action, Harriet’s Wildest
Dreams, The Feminist Front, NOW, Planned
Parenthood, National Women’s Law Center Action
Fund, Sierra Club, and the Frontline. Women’s March
is anchoring the logistics of the mobilization. Similar
marches, though at a smaller scale, were also held in
various other cities including New York, Seattle and
Chicago.“We really wanted to come to support
women, equality, immigration, everything that really
feels like we don't have much of a say in right now,"
Brittany Martinez, one of the protesters, told USA
TODAY.
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Thousands rally in Wushing’ron for rights,
abortion access hefore Trump's inauguration

WASHINGTON. Thousands of people

from around the United States were °

rallying in the nation’s capital Saturday
for women’s reproductive rights and

other causes they believe are under threat &, :
incoming Trump &4

from the

administration, reprising the original %

Women’s March days before President- e

elect Donald Trump’s second
inauguration.Eight years after the first
historic Women’s March at the start of
Trump’s first term, marchers said they were
caught off guard by Trump’s victory and
are determined now to show that support
remains strong for women’s access to
abortion, for transgender people, for
combating climate change and other issues.

The march is just one of several protests,
rallies and vigils focused on abortion,
rights, immigration rights and the Israel-
Hamas war planned in advance of
inauguration Monday. Around the country,
over 350 similar marches are taking place
inevery state.

Jill Parrish of Austin, Texas, said she initially

bought a plane ticket to Washington for
what she expected to be Democratic Vice
President Kamala Harris’s inauguration.
She wound up changing the dates to march
in protest ahead of Trump’s swearing-in
instead, saying the world should know that
halfof U.S. voters didn’t support Trump.
“Most importantly, I’'m here to demonstrate
my fear, about the state of our democracy,”
Parrish said.Demonstrators staged in
squares around Washington ahead of the
march, pounding drums and yelling chants
under a slate-gray sky and in a chilly wind.
Protesters then marched to the Lincoln
Memorial for larger rally and fair, where

organizations at the local, state and
national level will host mformatlon
tables.

# They held signs with slogans including,

“Save America” and “Against abortions?
Then don’t have one” and “Hate won’t
win.”

There were brief moments of tension

between protesters and Trump

supporters. The march paused briefly

when a man in a red Make America Great
Again hat and a green camo backpack
walked into a line of demonstrators at the
front. Police intervened and separated him
from the group peacefully as marchers
chanted “We won’t take the bait.”
As the protesters approached the Washington
Monument, a small group of men in
MAGA hats walking in the opposite
direction appeared to draw the attention of
a protest leader with a megaphone. The
leader veered closer to the group and began
chanting “No Trump, no KKK” through the
megaphone. The groups were separated by
high black fencing and police officers

eventually gathered around.

Rick Glatz, of Manchester, New Hampshire,
said he came to Washington for the sake of
his four granddaughters: ” I’'m a grandpa.
And that’s why I’m marching.”

Minnesota high school teacher Anna
Bergman wore her original pink pussy hat
from her time in the 2017 Women’s March,
amoment that captured the shock and anger
of progressives and moderates at Trump’s
first win.With Trump coming back now, “I
justwanted to be surrounded by likeminded
people on a day like today,” Bergman
said.Rebranded and reorganized, the rally
has a new name — the People’s March —
as a means to broaden support, especially
during a reflective moment for progressive
organizing after Trump’s decisive win in
November. The Republican takes the oath
of office Monday.Women outraged over
Trump’s 2016 presidential win flocked to
Washington in 2017 and organized large
rallies in cities throughout the country,
building the base of a grassroots movement
that became known as the Women’s March.

Trump lands in Washington ahead of
inauguration, fireworks kickstart celebrations

World.US President-elect Donald
Trump arrived in Washington with his
family, supporters and political allies
ahead of his inauguration as the 47th
President on Monday.On Saturday
evening, he landed at the Dulles
International Airport in Virginia,
and was accompanied by his wife,
Melania, daughter Ivanka and her
husband, Jared Kushner. Trump will
host a reception for about 500 &
guests and a fireworks display later N
on Saturday evening, news agency

Reuters said.

Notably, Trump's swearing-
ceremony will be held inside the US
Capitol instead of outdoors due to
the forecast for "dangerous"

conditions in the capital.
TOPDEVELOPMENTS

Trump flew to Washington on an Air
Force plane sent by outgoing President
Joe Biden to Trump's resort on Palm
Beach in Florida, where Trump was

preparing for his transition after Leo
defeating Kamala Harris in the
November 5 election. The flight was
dubbed "Special Air Mission 47", anod

to Trump taking charge as the 47th US

in

cold

president.

After arriving at the Dulles Airport in
suburban Virginia, Donald Trump
traveled to his golf club in Sterling,

Virginia, on the outskirts of
Washington, news agency Reuters
reported.Elvis Presley impersonator

Days entertained Trump and

Melania ahead of the reception and
fireworks display. A video on social
media shows Days singing as Trump
and Melania watched.

Trump is scheduled to participate in a
wreath-laying ceremony at
Arlington National Cemetery on
Sunday, the eve of his inauguration.

? Trump is scheduled to hold a rally
with his supporters inside the
Capital One Arena in Washington
on Sunday, the eve of his
inauguration, as well as a post-
inauguration event on Monday
afternoon. Trump's rally on Sunday
will be followed by a private
dinner. Trump will start with the
traditional prayer service at St John’s
Episcopal Church on Monday, before
heading to the White House for a
customary tea with the outgoing
President Joe Biden and first lady Jill
Biden.

What Happens After Gaza Ceasefire,
How Many Hostages Will Be Released

Jerusalem/Cairo. A ceasefire in
Gaza between Israel and Hamas
is set to come into effect on
Sunday morning with a hostage
release to follow hours later,
opening the way to a possible
end to a 15-month war that has
upended the Middle East.The
agreement followed months of
on-off negotiations brokered by
Egypt, Qatar and the United
States, and came just ahead of
the Jan. 20 inauguration of U.S.
President-elect Donald Trump.

The three-stage ceasefire will come into
effect at 0630 GMT on Sunday.lts first
stage will last six weeks, during which
33 of the remaining 98 hostages -

women, children, men over 50,

and wounded - will be released in return
for almost 2,000 Palestinian prisoners
and detainees.They include 737 male,
female and teen-aged prisoners,
of whom are members of militant
groups convicted of attacks that killed
dozens of Israelis, as well as hundreds
of Palestinians from Gaza in detention

since the start of the war.

Three female hostages are expected to be
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released on Sunday afternoon through
the Red Cross, in return for 30 prisoners
each.After Sunday's hostage release,
lead U.S. negotiator Brett McGurk said,
the accord calls for four more female
hostages to be freed after seven days,
followed by the release of three further
hostages every seven days thereafter.
U.S. President Joe Biden's team worked
closely with Trump's Middle East
envoy Steve Witkoff to push the deal
over the line.As his inauguration
approached, Trump had repeated his
demand that a deal be done swiftly,
warning repeatedly that there would be
"hell to pay" if the hostages were not

the ill
step

some

released.

Post-War Gaza?
But what will come next in Gaza

remains unclear in the absence of a
comprehensive agreement on the
postwar future of the enclave,
which will require billions of
dollars and years of work to
rebuild.And although the stated
aim of the ceasefire is to end the
war entirely, it could easily
unravel.Hamas, which has
controlled Gaza for almost two
decades, has survived despite

losing its top leadership and thousands
of fighters.

Israel has vowed it will not allow Hamas
to return to power and has cleared large
stretches of ground inside Gaza, in a

widely seen as a move towards

creating a buffer zone that will allow its
troops to act freely against threats in the
enclave.In Israel, the return of the
hostages may ease some of the public
anger against Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and his right-wing
government over the Oct. 7 security
failure that led to the deadliest single
day in the country's history.

Hope And Tears As Youngest
Israeli Hostage Turns Two
Ahead Of Gaza Ceasefire

Tel Aviv, Israel. Israelis gathered in Tel Aviv to demand
freedom for hostages held in Gaza, anxious the
ceasefire deal would collapse, with many dwelling on
the fate of Kfir Bibas, the youngest captive whose
second birthday fell on Saturday."Today, I tried to write
a birthday message for Kfir for the second time," his
aunt Ofti Bibas Levy said. "A message for a child who
cannot celebrate... A child trapped in hell. A child who
might not even be alive. But no words come out, only
tears."Taken alongside his now four-year-old brother
Ariel and his mother and father, Shiri and Yarden, he
has become a symbol of the suffering of the hostages.

"I have two orange ballons on my car," said Sigal Kirsch
in Tel Aviv's "Hostage Square". The colour has become
symbolic of the Bibas boys, both of whom are red-
heads."I don't have the words," she said, visibly
overcome with emotion.Hamas said in November
2023 that the two boys and their mother were killed in

an Israeli air strike, but the Israeli military has not
confirmed their deaths.Coming together to protest
barely 12 hours before the first three hostages are due
to be released, many couldn't bring themselves to
believe after so much false hope that the ordeal of the
hostages might finally be over.

"Once they cross the (Gaza) border and they will be
rejoined with their families then maybe we can breathe
again," said Shahar Mor Zahiro, the nephew of slain
hostage Avraham Munder.

'Hell'

Anxiety was the overwhelming mood."This past week
was hell," said Kirsch, who had been every week to the
gatherings at Hostage Square, across the road from
Israeli military headquarters."On Tuesday we were
sure that the deal would be signed... and it took until
lastnight. So we're very, very anxious," she said.

The deal agreed between Israel and Palestinian militant
group Hamas, via mediators, is broken into three
phases.But, with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
under pressure from far-right elements of his
government opposed to a ceasefire, protesters and
families of the hostages expressed fears that the deal
would collapse.

"In one sense (the mood) is a little more hopeful, and in
another sense, it's very sad. Because for the people who
aren't in the first phase, I can't imagine how their hearts
bleed at this point," said Neil Trubowiz, 75, from Tel
Aviv, in Hostage Square.

South Korean court extends President
Yoon's detention, protests erupt

Seoul. A South Korean court on
Sunday extended President
Yoon Suk Yeol's detention for up
to 20 days, leading to violent
protests by hundreds of angry
supporters who stormed the
court building, smashed
windows and broke inside.Yoon
last week became the first sitting
South Korean President to be
arrested as he faces allegations
of insurrection related to his
stunning, short-lived December
3 declaration of martial law that
has plunged the country into
political turmoil.Shortly after

4.

Korean regulations require

detained under a warrant to undergo a

W1th a requirement either to petition to
extend Yoon's detention or free the
impeached president within 48 hours,
South Korean investigators asked a
Seoul court on Friday to hold him for
longer after he refused to be
questioned.After a 5-hour hearing on
Saturday, which Yoon attended, the
Seoul Western District Court opted to
grant the investigators' request due to
"concern that the suspect may destroy

' evidence", the court said in a statement.
Under the new warrant, Yoon can be

detained for up to 20 days. South

judicial procedures to correct the wrong,"
the lawyers said, adding that the violence at
the court was an "unfortunate" incident.

Yoon's conservative People Power Party
called the court's decision a "great
pity"."There's a question whether
repercussions of detaining a sitting
president were sufficiently considered," the
party said in a statement.

But the main opposition Democratic Party
called the court's approval on the warrant a
"cornerstone" for rebuilding order and said
that "riots" by "far-right" groups would
only deepen the national crisis.Support for
the PPP collapsed after his martial law
declaration, which he rescinded hours later

a suspect

the court's decision was

announced around 3 am on Sunday, his
supporters swarmed the building,
overwhelming riot police trying to keep
them at bay.Footage showed protesters
blasting fire extinguishers at lines of police
guarding the front entrance, before they
flooded inside, destroying office
equipment and furniture.Police, who

restored order a few hours later, said they
had so far arrested 4 protesters."We will
track down till the end more of those who
committed illegal acts or instigated and
assisted," the Seoul Metropolitan Police
said in a statement.There were around 40
minor injuries sustained during the chaos
but no serious injuries reported, an
emergency responder near the court said.

physical exam, have a mugshot taken
and wear a prison uniform.The leader is
expected to continue to be held in a solitary
cell at the Seoul Detention
Centre."President Yoon Suk Yeol and our
legal team will never give up," lawyers
representing Yoon, who have called the
criminal probe invalid, said in a
statement."We will do our best in all future

in the face of a unanimous vote in
parliament rejecting it. Lawmakers
impeached Yoon on December 14,
suspending his presidential powers.But in
the turmoil since - in which the opposition-
majority parliament also impeached his
first replacement and investigators botched
an initial attempt to arrest Yoon - the PPP's
support has sharply rebounded.




SPORTS

THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com

Monday, 20 January 2025

NEWS BOX

seeking old touch,  Dairwin Nunez late double rescues win
for Liverpool in Premier League

hoping net gains

New Delhi. A decade ago, Kidambi Srikanth
and Saina Nehwal had delighted the home
fans with titles in their respective categories
at the India Open. The times were different
then. Indian shuttlers boasted a vibrant
energy. There were several talents in singles
capable of rubbing shoulders with the creme
de la creme of badminton.Fast-forward to
2025, the energy seems different. Singles
results have not been envious atall.

PV Sindhu (in 2017) and Lakshya Sen (in
2022) did follow the duo’s footsteps but with
the gradual decline of Srikanth and Saina,
and Sindhu growing older, India has been
starving for potential talents capable of
repeating that feat. Especially in the last two
years or so. Given that the ongoing edition of
the India Open is a BWF Super 750-level
meet (it was Super 500 in 2015), it is much
more challenging to get the wins. In the
ongoing edition, Sindhu and surprise entrant
Kiran George were the two shuttlers who
went the furthest (quarterfinals). The results
have been no different in other BWF World
Tour events with Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty being India’s saving
grace. Missing out on an Olympic medal in
the 2024 Paris Games was the wake-up call.

The Badminton Association of India is

cognizant of this recent slump and is looking
to reboot. The 2028 Summer Olympics in
Los Angeles is 1273 days away. It might
seem a long way away but every hour in the
lead-up to the Games is critical for athletes
with serious aspirations to challenge for
medals. With the future in their mind, the
BAI is looking to lay the groundwork so that
shuttlers can return to the podium in LA and
Games thereafter.For that the BAI is trying to
look within rather than without. The focus
would be more on Indian coaches. It’s still
early days as necessary approvals from the
sports ministry and the Sports Authority of
India need to be sought. But BAI does have
something concrete in mind. The federation
is drifting away from the personal coaches
system. Indonesia’s Irwansyah was recently
roped in as coach and he will help India’s
women’s singles players. Irwansyah was
guiding Sindhu here but BAI is planning to
form a group which will include five or six
junior girls with Sindhu in the mix.

The system will be ditto in other categories.
Tan Kim Her will be passing on lessons to all
the doubles players including Satwik and
Chirag.

Bumrah's fitness to be
tested by India against
England before
Champions Trophy

MUMBALI. Fast bowler Jasprit Bumrah was
picked for India's Champions Trophy squad
on Saturday despite doubts about his fitness.

Bumrah suffered back spasms and didn't bowl
on the last day of the fifth and final test
against Australia in Sydney two weeks ago.
He was the leading wicket-taker in the series.

India chairman of selectors Ajit Agarkar
suggested Bumrah may play the third one-
day international against England on Feb. 12
in Ahmedabad to test his fitness for the
Champions Trophy, which starts for India
eight days later in the United Arab Emirates.

“Bumrah has been advised to off load from
bowling for five weeks and he won't be
available for the first two ODIs against
England. We are awaiting news on his fitness
and will know in early February from the
medical team,” Agarkar said.Captain Rohit
Sharma added, “We were not sure about his
fitness at the moment, and thus picked
Arshdeep Singh to perform his roles with the

new and old ball.”Opening batter Yashasvi
Jaiswal was included even though he has yet
to play an ODI.Jaiswal takes Suryakumar
Yadav’s spot and will be the third opener
choice after skipper Sharma and Shubman
Gill. Virat Kohli and Shreyas Iyer complete
the top-four options.Jaiswal averages 54 in
List A cricket and he will compete for the
second opener’s slot with Gill, who averages
58.20 in ODIs. There will also be a keen
spotlight on the batting form of Sharma and
Kohli who both struggled in the five tests
against Australia.Missing the cut from the
squad which reached the final of the 2023
ODI World Cup were Yadav, Mohammed
Siraj, Ishan Kishan, Prasidh Krishna, Shardul
Thakur, and Ravichandran Ashwin.

Ashwin has retired, and Yadav and Kishan have
been dropped. Rishabh Pant and Lokesh
Rahul are the wicketkeeper-batter options.

New Delhi.

«Liverpool has still lost only

one league game all season,
at home to Forest in
September. The Reds had 37
shots against Brentford and
scored with their final two.

Darwin Nunez scored twice in
stoppage time as Liverpool beat Brentford
2-0 to strengthen its spot in first place in the
Premier League on Saturday.Second-placed
Arsenal will look to restore the four-point
gap to Liverpool by defeating Aston Villa
later.Brentford's fans derided Nunez after
going on as a substitute in the 65th minute,
but the Uruguay striker responded by
turning home a cross from Trent Alexander-
Arnold in the first minute of added-on
time.Nunez then finished off a
counterattack two minutes later and secured
a first victory in three league games for
Liverpool, which drew with Manchester
United and Nottingham Forest either side of
a loss to Tottenham in the first leg of the

English League Cup
semifinals.Liverpool has still lost only
one league game all season, at home to
Forest in September. The Reds had 37
shots against Brentford and scored
with their final two.“We were close to
not getting what we deserved,"
Liverpool manager Arne Slot
said.Nunez, who is sometimes
criticized for wasteful finishing,
doubled his tally of league goals for the
sason.“Darwin did really well, not only
with the goals but with his attitude and
the way he fights for every ball,”
Liverpool goalkeeper Alisson Becker
said.“You can say he doesn’t score too
much this season, but he is working hard
every day.”

Kluivert's second hat trick
Justin Kluivert scored his second hat trick of

the season in the league to inspire
Bournemouth to 4-1 at Newcastle, whose
nine-match winning run in all competitions
came to an end emphatically.The Dutch
midfielder netted in the sixth, 44th and
second-half stoppage time at St. James'
Park. Milos Kerkez added the fourth goal in
the sixth minute of added-on time.

Bruno Guimaraes equalized for fourth-placed

Newcastle.Kluivert, whose father is former
Netherlands striker Patrick Kluivert, also
scored three goals against Wolverhampton
in November. In that match, all of Kluivert's
goals were penalties, but he scored from
open play each time against Newcastle.Six
of Newcastle's nine straight victories came
in the league, helping to lift the Saudi-
controlled team into the top four in its bid to
return to the Champions League.Newcastle
striker Alexander Isak failed to score,
having previously netted in eight league
games in a row. That left him three games
short of Leicester striker Jamie Vardy's

Mohammad Rizwan sledges Kevin Sinclair

during Multan Test:

New Delhi. Pakistan wicketkeeper batter

Mohammad Rizwan sledged West Indies
batter Kevin Sinclair during Day 2 of the
first Test between the two teams at
Multan Cricket Stadium, Multan on
Saturday, January 18. Pakistan
completely dominated West Indies as
they finished day leading by 202 runs in
the second innings.They were earlier
bundled out for 230 in the first innings
but stormed their way back into the game
courtesy of sensational spells from their
spin-twins Noman Ali and Sajid Khan.
West Indies batters had no answer to
their vicious spin as they were reduced to
42/6 in 11.2 overs.As Noman Ali dismissed
Kevin Imlach to claim the sixth wicket of
the innings, Sinclair walked to the crease
and was sledged by Rizwan. In a video
going viral on social media, Rizwan can be
heard saying, “Yeah brother, come to the
graveyard. You enjoying the bowling
brother,” as he welcomed Sinclair to the

crease.

Watch the video here:Coming back to the

action on Day 2, Pakistan resumed their first
innings on 143/4 with Saud Shakeel (56%*)
and Rizwan (51%) at the crease. The duo
extended their partnership to 141 before
Sinclair got rid of Shakeel for 84. Following
his dismissal, the Pakistan lower order
perished against the spin duo of Sinclair

Come fo the

graveyard

(2/61) and Jomel Warrican (3/69)
and were bundled out for 230.
Rizwan also departed for 71 as he
got trapped in front of the stumps
by Sinclair.Noman Ali picks up
7th five wicket haulHowever,
despite being bowled out cheaply,
Pakistan managed to take a
significant first innings lead of 93
runs as Noman Ali picked up his
seventh wicket haul in Tests. The
left-arm spinner registered figures
of 5/39 and was well-supported
by Sajid Khan who also picked up
4/65.As a result, the duo ran through the
West Indies’ batting order and bundled them
out for just 137. Having taken a massive 93-
run lead, Pakistan got off to a good start in
the second innings with their captain Shan
Masood scoring a half century (52 off 70).
They finished the day on 109/3 leading West
Indies by 202 runs with Kamran Ghulam
(9*) and Saud Shakeel (2*) at the crease.

Australian Open: Aryna Sabalenka reaches
quarters by dominating Mirra Andreeva

w«Aryna Sabalenka swept aside the
challenge from Mirra Andreeva
with ease as she progressed fo the
quarterfinals of the Australian
Open 2025 with a straight sets win
on Sunday, January 19. Sabalenka
defeated the Russian teenager in
just 1 hour and 2 minutes.

New Delhi. Aryna Sabalenka continued her

dominant run at the Australian Open 2025 as
she breezed past Mirra Andreeva to reach the
quarterfinals in Melbourne. In what was a
dominant display, Sabalenka defeated
Andreeva in straight sets and with a
scoreline of 6-1, 6-2 to reach the quarters for
the third consecutive year. The World No.1
and defending champion also extended her
winning streak at the Australian Open to 18

matches, a run that has seen her as a
favourite to complete a hat-trick of titles in
Melbourne.Andreeva had defeated
Sabalenka in the French Open quarterfinals
in a big upset, but failed to just get going in
the match against the World No.l1. The
Belarussian star set the tone with her serve in
the first game and didn't allow the teenage
star to get any offence going. While

Andreeva returned the favour by winning
the next game off her own serve, that was
the best for the Russian in the first set.
Sabalenka went on to break Andreeva twice
to take a 5-1 lead and sealed the first set in
just 24 minutes.The Russian star
committed 18 unforced errors during the
match and it came back to haunt her in the
end. The second set started much like the
first one as both women were able to win off
their own serves before Sabalenka was able
to break the Russian in the 3rd game.

Game 5 saw some good spirit from Andreeva
as she won 5 points on the trot to hold and
had Sabalenka having to dig deep to avoid a
break in the next one. Unfortunately, the
Russian's effort wasn't enough in the end as

Sabalenka wrapped the game in one hour
and 2 minutes to secure her passage into the
quarterfinals.Sabalenka said that she was
thrilled to get the win in straight sets against
Andreeva."Always tough matches against
Andreeva, she's so young but playing such
great tennis," the 26-year-old said on court,
as quoted by Reuters

record for the longest scoring run in
Premier League history.

Bournemouth dominated Newcastle
despite being hampered by a long list of
injuries. The south coast team extended
its unbeaten run to 11 games and climbed
to sixth place, tied for points with fifth-
placed Chelsea. A fifth-place finish could
earn a place in the Champions League
next season for the first time.“Why not
dream big?” Kluivert posed. “We never
know where we can end up.”

Van Nistelrooy under pressure

Next-to-last Leicester lost a seventh
straight game in the league, 2-0 to
Fulham, to pile the pressure on recently

hired manager Ruud van Nistelrooy.The
former Manchester United and Real Madrid
striker, who is in only his second senior
coaching role, has won just one of his nine
league games in charge — the first against
West Ham on Dec. 3.“We weren’t good
enough in all aspects,” Van Nistelrooy said.
“This is the first game I've felt like
this.”Emile Smith Rowe and Adama Traore
scored for Fulham.Crystal Palace won at
West Ham 2-0 thanks to two second-half
goals by Jean-Philippe Mateta, the second
from the penalty spot.

Coldplay's Chris

Martin mentions Jasprit

Bumrah during
Mumbai concert

New Delhi. Coldplay's Chris Martin decided to

surprise his fans during the concert in Navi
Mumbai as he gave a shoutout to India's pace
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah on Saturday,
January 18. Martin was on stage performing
one of his famous songs 'A sky full of stars' on
Saturday as the fans in attendance joined in to
create a wonderful experience.

As the song was going on, Martin quickly took

to the mic and told the fans that they would
have to end the show quickly as Bumrah
wanted to come backstage and play cricket
with him. The Coldplay frontman would also
joke that the Indian pacer wants to bowl at
him."Hold on, we have to finish the show
because Jasprit Bumrah wants to come and
play backstage," said Martin.

"He (Bumrah) says he needs to bowl at me

now."

The fans got excited hearing the mention of

Bumrah as they felt that Indian pacer could
make surprise appearance on stage during the
concert. However, that didn't happen in the
end. You can see the full video below:

The Coldplay concert in Mumbai certainly

turned into 'paradise’ for the fans in Mumbai
as Chris Martin captivated the crowd and even
addressed them in Hindi. The Bumrah
shoutout certainly added to the excitement on
the night.Bumrah set for Champions Trophy
assignmentWhile he may not have appeared
during the Coldplay concert, Bumrah has
been named in India's Champions Trophy
squad. The India pacer, who picked up 32
wickets during the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
in Australia, is expected to lead India's attack
during the tournament.However, Bumrah is
carrying a knock he picked up at the end of the
Australia tour and is recovering at the
moment. The India pacer will be monitored by
the medical staff, according to chief selector
Ajit Agarkar, as they're expecting him to be
fully fit for the entire duration of the
tournament.India's squad for the Champions
Trophy:Rohit Sharma (C), Shubman Gill
(VC), Virat Kohli, Shreyas Iyer, KL Rahul,
Hardik Pandya, Axar Patel, Washington
Sundar, Kuldeep Yadav, Jasprit Bumrah,
Mohammed Shami, Arshdeep Singh,
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Rishabh Pant and Ravindra
Jadeja.

Premier League: Liverpool extend lead
with late win over Brentford, Arsenal held

«Nunez' brace helped Liverpool
secure the win

« Villa came back to hold Arsenal
2-2 at the Emirates

« Liverpool have a 6-point lead at
the top with a game in hand

New Delhi. Liverpool extended their lead at

the top of the Premier League table to 6
points as Darwin Nunez was the hero for the
Reds in stoppage time during the match
against Brentford on Saturday, January 18.
Arsenal, on the other hand, squandered a 2-
goal lead to be held 2-2 by Aston Villa at the
Emirates.Liverpool, who were coming into
the game against Brentford on the back of 2
straight draws, seemed to be destined for

another one as Thomas Frank's men were
able to weather the storm from the Reds
throughout the game. Brentford did have
a chance early on to take the lead through
Mikkel Damsgaard in the 5th minute, but
the Denmark international ended up
squandering the golden chance.Luis Diaz
would also spoil his chance to give
Liverpool the lead as he got his header
completely wrong in the 15th minute. But
the chances kept on coming for Arne slot's
men with Ryan Gravenberch testing Mark
Flekken and Virgil van Dijk having his
header go wide. Slot would make
substituitions which almost had an
immediate impact as Nunez' header went
wide and Alexis MacAllister hitting the side
netting with his effort.Brentford would
almost take the lead against the run of play
with Alisson coming in clutch to produce

saves to deny Mbuemo, Kevin Schade and
Yoane Wissa. Then Nunez decided to flip the
script in the 91st minute as he converted from
Trent Alexander-Arnold's cross from close
range before adding a second with an
emphatic finish to give Liverpool all 3
points.

Arsenal squander 3 points
Arsenal thought they were on course for a
much-needed win to keep the pressure on
Liverpool, before Ollie Watkins turned
out to be the villain for them once again.
Gabriel Martinelli and Kai Havertz had
given the Gunners a 2-0 lead with efforts
from either side of half-time.However,
Villa would come back to life as Youri
Tielemans pulled one back with a header.
Watkins would then volley home a fine
effort at 68 minutes to level the scores
and set up a thrilling finale. Arsenal
thought they had won when Mikel
Merino's effort would bounce off Havertz
into the net. However, VAR intervened and
ruled that the ball had hit the German's
hand.The draw means that Arsenal trail
Liverpool by 6 points, having played an extra
game.
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Mammootty And Dulquer Salmaan
Attend Engagement Of Makeup
Artist's Daughter

™ ctors Mammootty and Dulquer Salmaan are
D big names in the South Indian film industry.

. Recently, the two were spotted together at
their makeup artist George Sebastian’s daughter’s

- engagement. George shared beautiful photos of

Mammootty and his entire family on X. The first

: image showed Mammootty and his wife, Sulfath,

! making a rare appearance, sitting on either side of

\ the bride-to-be. The next frame showed Dulquer
Salmaan and his wife, Amal Sufiya, posing on
either side of the bride.In the pictures, Dulquer
Salmaan’s daughter, Maryam, drew a lot of
attention with her adorable appearance. The child
sat on her father’s lap while they posed for photos.
Along with the pictures, George wrote, “A heart full
of love as we marked our daughter Cynthia’s sweet
offering ceremony, surrounded by love, light and
blessings." While Mammootty was dressed in a
floral-patterned shirt and mundu, Dulquer Salmaan
wore a gorgeous full-sleeve white shirt, black pants
and sunglasses.

Meanwhile, Dulquer Salmaan was last seen in Lucky
Baskhar. The film, written and directed by Venky
Atluri, was released in Malayalam, Hindi, Tamil
and Kannada languages. Dulquer Salmaan plays a
commoner who is willing to go the additional mile

\ for his family. He plays the role of a bank cashier

\ who becomes entangled in the web of riches and

greed. The film has music by GV Prakash Kumar,
editing by Navin Nooli and cinematography by
Nimish Ravi. The film is produced by Naga Vamsi S
and Sai Soujanya through Sithara Entertainment
and Fortune Four Cinemas. The film is produced by
Srikara Studios. Lucky Baskhar features Dulquer
Salmaan, Meenakshi Chaudhary, Ramki, Surya
Sreenivas, Sachin Khedekar and others.On the
other hand, Mammootty is set to reunite with
Mohanlal on the big screen after over 11 years in a
much-anticipated film directed by Mahesh
Narayanan.

Abhishek Bachchan Recalls
Quitting College Amid Amitabh
Bachchan's Bankruptcy: 'He
Borrowed Money...

Shares Goodbye Kiss With Ranveer
Singh Before Leaving Family Wedding

eepika Padukone and Ranveer Singh never fail to make heads turn every time they are

spotted together, and last night was no different! The couple were clicked by the

paparazzi as they attended Ranveer’s cousin’s wedding in Mumbai. They redefined
royalty in elegant traditional outfits, and their pictures went viral. Now, a video that has
been widely shared on the couple’s fan pages shows Deepika giving her hubby a goodbye
kiss before leaving.In a video that is now going viral, Ranveer Singh is seen escorting
Deepika to the car, making sure she was comfortable as she sat inside the car. He
carefully adjusted her dress while she settled in. Deepika is then seen plating a sweet
kiss on Ranveer’s cheek before leaving. The viral video has left fans swooning over the
lovely couple. Check it out below!

Meanwhile, an inside picture from Ranveer’s cousin’s wedding has also surfaced on
social media. Ranveer and Deepika are seen beaming with joy as they posed with
Anju Bhavnani as well as the
bride and groom, and other
relatives at the wedding.
Ranveer is seen with his arm
around Deepika’s shoulder,
while the actress was all
smiles for the picture.
Check it outbelow!

Ranveer Singh and Deepika
Padukone, who rarely
makes public appearances
together since welcoming
their daughter Dua, made
a striking impression
with their regal and
coordinated traditional
outfits. The ‘Fighter’
actress looked
gorgeous in an
intricately
embroidered pink
anarkali suit with full-length sleeves. She accessorized her look with
a pair of elegant gold jhumkis with ear chains, a choker
necklace, and a heavy emerald-adorned neckpiece.

Meanwhile, Ranveer Singh complemented her in an ivory
embroidered sherwani.

Deepika Padukone and Ranveer Singh tied the knot in 2018.

They welcomed their first child, daughter Dua Padukone

Singh, on September 8, 2024. They announced the news of

her arrival through a heartfelt social media post with a

caption that read, “Welcome, baby girl. 8.09.2024. Deepika !"
and Ranveer."

Rartik Aarya

Says He Has A 'Love-Hate Relationship' With
Karan Johar: 'Jab Hum Logo Ne Pehli Film..! -

I : artik Aaryan recently mentioned that he hasa  ka hai jab hum logo ne pehli film, jo humari

bhishek Bachchan, a seasoned entrepreneur,

recently opened up about his journey in

business and how it influenced his acting
career. Speaking to CNBC TVIS, the actor
revealed there was a time when he signed films
solely to fund his sporting ventures, but he has since
changed that approach, prioritizing creativity over
financial necessity.“l have been pitched several
businesses. In the early days, when you were naive,
you would get impressed by these numbers. And
having run 2-3 successful sporting teams, you
realise that projections are just that, they are just on
paper," Abhishek explained. Reflecting on his Pro
Kabaddi League team and other ventures, he
admitted that his earlier strategy of financing
business ventures through his acting earnings took
atoll on his creative work.

“Thankfully, I have moved on from that thought
process. [ realised, about 2-3 years into kabaddi and
football, that signing innumerable films to finance
my love for sport and the business of sport was not
something which I was very happy doing," he said.
While this approach was financially sustainable,
Abhishek found it creatively stifling.

“Itis sustainable, it might not be a lot of fun. And then
what happens is that you stop making creative
choices, you start making financial choices. And I
think in a creative field, that’s harakiri," he said,
adding, “I wanted my films to be a creative choice.
Not because I had to fill the bank balance to support
my, at that point of time, hobby."Abhishek now
takes a more structured approach to his investments
through his “family office." He shared, “I started up
my family office, streamlined the finances,
investment portfolios etc. It’s taken me about seven
years, but thankfully, now we have a balance sheet
and allocated funds through my family office that
can run a sporting business." He further
emphasized, “It is a passion for me but it is not
something I am willing to lose money on and [ will
turn heaven and earth upside down to make sure it’s
profitable." Abhishek also recalled a pivotal
moment from the 1990s when he quit college in
Boston to support his father, Amitabh Bachchan,
during a financial crisis. Speaking to Ranveer
Allahabadia, he said, “He had to borrow money
from his staff to put food on the table. I just felt
morally obliged to be with him. I called him and I
said “You know, dad, I think I want to leave college
half-way and come back and just be with you, try
and help you in whatever way.’"

love-hate relationship with Karan Johar, since ~ honi thi kabhi, voh sign ki thi. Toh tab ka

their previous film, Dostana 2 was shelved. At~ moment hai. I think he knew ki main...
arecent SCREEN event, Kartik Aaryan was askedto ~ photo pehle se le 1i thi (This was the
react to a photo of him with Karan Johar. In the = moment when our first film, which was
image, Karan pulled Kartik’s ear as the actor folded ~ going to happen, was signed. This was

his hands in front of the director.Kartik reacted,  then. I think he knew that I... so he

“Ispe kya bolu? (What do I say to this)." He said, “I ~ took the picture beforehand)," he

think yeh love and hate relationship hai... Bahut  recalled.For the unversed, Karan

acha yeh photo represent karti hai (I think this isa  Johar was all set to make the sequel
of Dostana with Kartik Aaryan
and Janhvi Kapoor. While the
original film starred Abhishek
Bachchan, Priyanka Chopra and
John Abraham, Dostana 2 would T
feature Kartik and Janhvi as '
siblings. However, the film was
shelved, resulting in a falling out between
Kartik and Karan. The matter has since been
resolved as Kartik and Karan are now
collaborating on Tu Meri Main Tera Main Tera
Tu Meri.

Kartik Aryan said, “But abhi main inke sath film
kar raha hu. And hum sath mein kar rahe hain
yeh film and I hope yeh film toh hogi. Yeh film
main puri tarah karunga and voh bhi puri tarah
karenge yeh film. (Now I am doing a film with
him. We are doing it together and I hope it
happens. I will do this film and he will do it
love and hate relationship This photo represents that too.)" Kartik also added, “Yeh film toh bohot
very well)." special hone wali hai (This film is going to be very

Kartik recalled that the photo was taken before they  special)."Although the film was announced weeks
began filming Dostana 2. However, the actor didn’t  ago, there is no information about who will star
directly mention the film’s name “Yeh moment tab  opposite Kartik Aaryan in the film.
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