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The wise old owl,
sentinel of the night

Owls are among the most intriguing species in the
world, with their presence deeply rooted in
folklore and mythology. Their very appearance
and nocturnal habits evoke a sense of mystery and
wonder. With more than 200 owl species
inhabiting every continent, except Antarctica, they
have adapted to diverse ecosystems, from open
grasslands and dense forests to urban areas and
deserts.Unlike other birds, owls have unique
physiological features that help them adapt to their
nocturnal lifestyle — silent, stealthy flight, a disc-
like face and large, round, forward-facing eyes
with binocular vision. Specialised wing feathers
reduce turbulence and noise, allowing owls to
approach their prey undetected.Owls also have
extraordinary vision. Their forward-facing eyes
are designed for depth perception and sensitivity
to low light. Though their eyes are fixed in their
sockets, owls can swivel their heads up to 270°,
allowing them a nearly complete field of view.
Their retinas have a higher concentration of rods
than cones, enabling them to detect prey in near-
total darkness.Coupled with their exceptional
vision and silent flight, owls have a keen sense of
hearing, which is considered one of the most
sensitive in the animal kingdom. The concave,
disc-like shape of their face, formed by orbital
feathers, acts as a dish antenna, collecting sound
waves and funneling them toward their
asymmetrically placed ears.This remarkable
feature allows owls to pinpoint the exact location
of prey in the dark, making them highly efficient
nocturnal hunters. Owls are carnivorous,
primarily feeding on small birds, mammals,
reptiles and insects. Prey is swallowed whole, and
later, pellets of undigested parts such as bones,
feathers and fur are regurgitated.India is home to
35 owl species, distributed across diverse habitats.
While most are resident or local migrants, the
Short-Eared Owl — named for the small ear tufts
on its head — migrates to India in the winter from
its breeding grounds in the Taiga and Tundra
regions of the Northern Hemisphere. It also breeds
in the corresponding latitudes of the Southern
Hemisphere.Populations from the Northern
Hemisphere use the Central Asian Flyway, passing
through countries like Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan
and Turkmenistan. Unlike the flocks of songbirds
on the same migration route, the Short-Eared Owl
is a solitary traveller, covering more than 1,000 km
in a single flight over land and oceans, with
occasional halts to rest and hunt for food. It enters
India through Rajasthan, Gujarat and Punjab
before settling in the grasslands, scrublands,
agricultural fields, and wetlands in North, West
and Central India.Since the Short-Eared Owl is a
winter visitor to our country, we don’t observe its
courtship display or nesting behaviour. However,
in its breeding areas, it is a ground nester. The
female excavates a shallow hollow in the ground,
which she lines with stones and leaves. She can lay
anywhere from five to 14 eggs at a time, which are
solely incubated by her. During this period, if she
needs to leave the nest for any reason, she
defecates on the eggs, covering them with foul-
smelling faeces, which helps keep predators at
bay.Although owls are generally nocturnal or
crepuscular, the Short-Eared Owl is one of the few
that can hunt during the day as well. Its silent,
gliding flight low over the ground can come as a
surprise to its quarry. Interestingly, it clips off the
wings of its avian prey before consuming it and
then spits out the pellets of undigested parts.The
complex, and often conflicting, relationship
between humans and owls ranges from reverence
to superstition. In many cultures, owls are revered
as symbols of wisdom, knowledge, prosperity and
good fortune. In others, they are believed to be
harbingers of death and bad luck, foretelling
doom.

Owls play a crucial role in the ecosystem as apex

The inaugural session of the IHC was a

A cursory look at the Proceedings of the

The Israel-Hamas ceasefire agreement,
reached after months of intense
negotiations, provides a much-needed
pause in the bloodshed. Yet, it is riddled
with uncertainties that overshadow the
relief it brings. With over 15 months of
conflict leaving Gaza devastated and tens
of thousands dead, the ceasefire is a
tentative step towards hope amidst
unparalleled suffering. The deal’s phased
approach is both its strength and its
Achilles’ heel. In the initial six-week phase,
hostages and detainees will be exchanged,
humanitarian aid will flow and displaced
Palestinians will attempt to reclaim their

The history rewrite: Orientalism to religion

In spite of disagreements among historians, there is consensus on scientific history-writing.

ON a cold, rainy winter morning on December 28, 2024,

when it would have been prudent to sit by the fireside,
more than a thousand historians gathered at Punjabi
University, Patiala, for the 83rd session of the Indian
History Congress (IHC), the largest association of
historians in India. Started in 1935 in Pune with about 50
participants, the IHC now boasts about 35,000 members.
Its annual sessions across India are the most visible
statements on the state of history-writing in our country.
Scholars, like Amartya Sen and EPThompson, have
presented papers in various sessions
of the IHC. In the recent session, Prof
Gautam Sengupta delivered the
general presidential address, while
US-based Prof Richard Eaton was a
special invitee.

result of the energy and enterprise of
scholars from Maharashtra. Some of
its participants were Father H Heras
from Mumbai, Surendra Nath Sen
from Kolkata and SR Sharma from
Lahore. Its first president, Sir Shafaat
Ahmad Khan of Allahabad, insisted
that historians should be guided by
canons of objectivity and science. The
IHC was to rise above prejudice and
racial pride.

Indian History Congress in the
following years brings up names like
Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Tara Chand, RC
Majumdar, Mohammad Habib, PV
Kane, Nilakanta Sastri, HD Sankalia,
RS Sharma, Satish Chandra, Bipan
Chandra, Irfan Habib, Romila Thapar and Sumit Sarkar
— legends in the canons of Indian history-writing. At the
time of the founding of the IHC, the dominant historical
narratives were Eurocentric. India was considered merely
a geographical expression consisting of a confused
congeries of languages, ethnicities and religions, which
neither was nor could be a nation. Indian political systems
were supposedly characterised by ‘Oriental despotism’.
Another argument, that India was spiritual as contrasted
with the material West, served to justify European rule
over the subcontinent.

The IHC was part of a larger intellectual movement that was

trying to prove that Indians were capable of democratic
self-rule. Indian historians developed ‘drain of wealth’
arguments against British colonialism. They excavated
textual evidence that showed presence of non-
monarchical polities (ganasanghas) in early India. They
demonstrated that the medieval period was not an era of
darkness and that Islam ushered in many positive changes

in Indian society. They recognised that India was a nation
in the making and that diversity of languages, cultures
and religious traditions was the strength of India’s unique
nationalism.However, nationalist historians persisted
with the colonial understanding privileging dynastic
history. They even embraced the idea that Indians were
spiritual while the West was materialistic. It seemed to
soothe their bruised nationalist ego. We Indians still carry
this idea like a badge of honour, although no Indian
source had ever made such claims. Using sources

composed by upper-caste/class writers, the nationalists
believed that the varna system minimised economic
competition and created a harmonious society based on a
friendly division of labour. However, the most pernicious
survival of the colonial tradition was the periodisation of
Indian history into Hindu and Muslim eras. This was
based on the notion that religious identities are
unchanging as well as eternal and they define everything
about human communities. This understanding was
reflected in the Partition wherein nation-states were
defined by religious identity.

The patriotic reverie of the nationalists could not wish away

caste oppression and the incredible poverty of peasant
communities. It denied agency to Dalits, Adivasis and
women. Faint murmurs of protest about nationalist
history began to be heard in the IHC in the 1950s.

There was a shift in focus from kings and conquerors to

common people. There was a conscious attempt to
integrate polity with economy, society, religion and art.
Processes of change and causality were woven into this

Gaza ceasefire

Israel-Hamas truce fragile, faces tough test

predators, keeping rodent populations in check
and maintaining balance in their habitats.
Unfortunately, like all other wild species, they face
the dangers of losing the habitats that are essential
to their survival.

homes. However, the ambiguity in its terms risks
igniting renewed conflict. The unresolved details,
especially regarding subsequent phases, expose the
fragile foundation of this agreement.Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, grappling with
domestic political fractures, faces immense pressure
to deliver a durable solution without empowering
Hamas. Simultaneously, Hamas must balance internal
consolidation with an external show of strength,

How ISRO raced against time to execute space docking

new history. Thus emerged the grand narrative of
feudalism that punctured the earlier idea of equating
medieval India with the arrival of Islam. The medieval
period, in this reading, began long before the coming of
the Turks. Historians of the modern period began to
examine the composition of India’s anti-imperialist
movements. They pointed out that India’s failure in
removing stark poverty and caste discrimination was
connected with the upper-class/caste leadership of the
national movement.The THC has always been a site for
dissent and innovative research. By
the early 1970s, Buddhism and Sufi-
Bhakti traditions were being
analysed as responses to the needs of
emergent merchant and agricultural
communities. Religion was now
seen as a series of multivocal
responses to social needs, not an
entity that was frozen in holy texts.
History-writing also learnt from other
disciplines. Sociological concepts
critiqued the idea of an unchanging
caste system. Powerful groups like
the Rajputs used Sanskritisation to
acquire a higher caste status and
legitimise their control. Historical
enquiries showed that that there was
a continuous shuffling of caste
orders in history. Anthropology
showed that hunter-gatherers,
pastoral nomads
shifting cultivators and peasants
represented radically different
social formations. It was seen that
the society mirrored in the Vedas
was a chiefdom society that was different from state
societies of the subsequent period. Thus, the processes of
the emergence of the state and the monarchy were
explored. Similarly, realising that cities did not always
exist, historians began studying the emergence of
urbanism. Other historians explored gender histories to
understand the power of patriarchy today. Historians have
also begun exploring the history of environment.The
possibilities and range of questions are endless.
Historians, too, cannot escape the gaze of Chronos.
Histories will continue to change. Historians at the IHC
have never minced words about mutual disagreements.
However, there is an overlapping consensus on scientific
history-writing. Unfortunately, the last few decades have
witnessed a conflict between religious organisations
menacingly insisting on their version of the past and
professional historians who value canons of historical
method. It matters because it will define not only our past
but our future too.

risking its grip on Gaza if the ceasefire falters.
The mediating roles of Qatar, Egypt and the US
have been pivotal, but sustaining peace
demands more than diplomatic acrobatics.For
Gazans, the truce offers a chance to rebuild lives
amidst ruins, but the path to reconstruction is
marred by logistical and political hurdles. For
Israel, the return of hostages is a bittersweet
victory, tainted by the staggering cost of human
lives and the persistent threat of Hamas. The
global community must seize this moment to
galvanise a roadmap for lasting peace,
integrating humanitarian aid with strategic
diplomacy. The coming weeks will test the
resolve of all parties, requiring them to prioritise
humanity over political gain. While the ceasefire is a
step forward, its success depends on bridging deep-
seated divides and committing to sustainable
solutions.

ISRO is planning to establish a space station akin to the International Space Station, for which docking mechanism is needed.

In the wee hours of January 16, Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) made history by successfully
docking its two small satellites, SDX01 (Chaser) and
SDX02 (Target), each weighing about 220 kg. This
remarkable feat, achieved after overcoming nerve-
racking hiccups three times in the past two weeks, opens
doors for future human space flights, the establishment
of an Indian space station, a sample return mission to the
moon and a landing and rover mission to Mars.

Consider circus acrobats swinging high, gaining speed and
then leaping fearlessly into the air, flying in a perfect arc
while briefly extending their arms. The companion,
perched high on a platform, leans forward, arms spread
like a lifeline. In a wonderful moment of harmony, their
hands firmly grip, sealing the daring tie. The task of
space docking is no less bold and brave.

The two crafts have to rendezvous at a specific place at a
particular time. Each craft has a circular portal (a
doorway) surrounded by a ring-like handrail. Like the
groves on the lid and jar, the latches on the portal of one
craft must align with the partner’s portal clasp. Once the
two crafts are close, a protruding ring from the Chaser
craft enters the Target craft’s portal. The latches extend
and securely buckle the partner craft in a tight clutch.

Unlike a video game with controllers in your hands, the
rendezvous and docking of the two vessels must be done
autonomously by the onboard computers employing
artificial intelligence algorithms. Each ship is equipped
with range finder sensors and cameras, which serve as
the eyes and ears for the algorithm for the onboard
computers, enabling it to manoeuvre the crafts gently to
come closer while aligning their portals.One craft,
designated as the Target, remains relatively passive
while the Chaser approaches and wiggles to align the
portals and latch mechanism.As the indigenously
created algorithm was being tested for the first time,
ISRO proceeded cautiously. In the first attempt on

January 11, the two crafts approached with an inter-
satellite distance of 230 metres. The docking process was
intentionally arrested to evaluate the performance of the
sensors. On the next day, a trial attempt was made to

reduce the inter-satellite distance to 15 metres and then
just three metres. Hoping to succeed, the attempt to dock
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was scheduled for January 13.

Ostensibly, there was a problem receiving data from
a vital proximity and docking sensor, which tells
the onboard computer how distant the partner ship
is and what direction it must take to safely dock.
This caused the algorithm to switch to the safe
mode and abort the docking procedure. Even a
minor directional deviation would have resulted in
a collision rather than a docking. Due to this
malfunction, the docking was halted at the last
minute, and the spacecraft was moved to a safe
distance.Given the angle at which the vehicles
were orbiting the earth, docking had to be
completed before January 22, or else ISRO would |
have to wait till March. After January 22, the earth
would have obscured the spacecraft for most of the
period, decreasing power production for the
onboard equipment.Hard-pressed for time, ISRO
reportedly reversed the roles of the two ships —
the Chaser with defective sensors became the
passive target, while the previous Target became
the Chaser, and the docking was

successful.Successful docking was critical for validating
ISRO’s indigenously built low-impact docking
mechanism, a suite of sensors and rendezvous & docking
algorithms. However, there is more to it than technical

demonstrations.
Until now, ISRO has been like a goods transporter,

building satellites, taking them to space and parking
them in orbit. A container lorry needs no emergency
escape door; however, if you are operating a bus carrying

passengers, it is a must. ISRO has ambitions for human
space flight, courtesy the Gaganyaan mission, and a
docking mechanism is imperative for human-rated
spacecraft.Also, ISRO is planning to establish a space
station akin to the International Space Station, enabling a
few crew members to remain in space for weeks and
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months to carry out research. The docking mechanism is
needed to transfer the crew from the craft to the station
and back. Space stations are constructed by docking
multiple uncrewed human-rated spacecraft in space.
Most importantly, ISRO has a radical jugaad to undertake
interplanetary missions. Falcon Heavy, the American
heavy-lift launch vehicle, can transport a payload of 63.8
tonnes in Low Earth Orbit (LEO), and the Chinese Long
March 5-CZ-5B variant can place 25 tonnes in LEO.
Even the mighty GSLV (Geosynchronous Satellite

Launch Vehicle), known as ISRO’s Bahubali, can place
only ameasly eight tonnes in LEO.

However, ISRO has not been hampered in the past. It
employed a frugal technique called ‘gravity assist’ to
reach Mars with just a PSLV (Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle), which can only deposit four tonnes in LEO. In
this manner, ISRO proposes to make its
way to the moon and Mars even without
heavy-lift vehicles.

Consider the Chandrayaan-4 scenario:
Two launch vehicles will send two
vessels into orbit, each carrying two
modules. The spacecraft will dock and
combine to form a single craft with four
modules. Module 1 will serve as the
propulsion module, guiding the vessel
to the moon.Once in the lunar orbit,
Module 1 will be undocked and
jettisoned. Modules 2 and 3 will
undock and make a lunar landing, while
Module 4 will circle the moon like an
orbiter. The rover from Module 2 will
go across the surface, collecting lunar
soil and rock samples and depositing
them in Module 3. Module 3 will lift off
from the moon’s surface like a rocket
and dock with Module 4, circling the
moon. The samples will be transported

to Module 4, returning to earth. Thus, docking and
undocking are critical for the mission plan. Likewise,
ISRO is designing a mission to Mars with multiple
launches that will place components in space, where they
will be assembled and taken to the Red Planet for a soft
landing and rover mission.Experts believe that space
assembly will be the future of deep-space missions. It
will be cost-effective and permit more ambitious
missions. Perhaps ISRO will take the initial steps.
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UK's richest 10% took half
of colonial India's wealth:
Report

NEW DELH.The colonial extraction of wealth from
India during 1765 to 1900 by the British Empire
amounted to $64.82 trillion. This wealth went in the
hands of the richest 10% of Britons, who received
$33.8 trillion of the wealth, says Oxfam's latest
report, which was published on Monday.Oxfam in its
report titled, “Takers, not Makers” mentioned that
several elitist people from the UK owe their wealth to
the compensation made by the government to rich
slave owners during the time when the racist system
was abolished.The report further mentioned that
52% of the above-mentioned wealth ended up in the
hands of the UK’s richest individuals, followed by
the UK’s emerging middle class, which gained 32%
of the wealth.The Oxfam report also mentioned that
colonialism was responsible for ruining Indian
industrial output by imposing strict protectionist
policies that prevented Asian textiles from
competing in the market.In 1750, the Indian
subcontinent accounted for 25% of global industrial
output, which was drastically reduced to a mere 2%
by 1900, mentioned the report.Oxfam further
critiqued the British colonial regime as a “drug
pusher,” for using the opium trade to gain advantage
over its colonies.

Bankrupt airline Go First's
liquidation plea approved by
law tribunal

NEW DELHI. The National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) has ordered the liquidation of Go
First airline, according to multiple media reports.A
NCLT bench, led by Judicial Member Mahendra
Khandelwal and Technical Member Dr Sanjeev
Ranjan, granted the liquidation petition filed by the
airline’s Committee of Creditors, reported Bar and
Bench.Go First’s lenders decided to liquidate the
bankrupt budget carrier’s assets in August of last
year after rejecting bids by interest suitors.

In May 2023, the airline had filed a plea under
Section 10 of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC), requesting admission to the Corporate
Insolvency Resolution Process (CIRP).

It may be noted that the airline had received two bids
as part of the bankruptcy process, and one of them
even bumped up the offer after a push by lenders.
However, the bids were ultimately rejected.Go
First's total dues to creditors stand at Rs 6,521
crore. Some of the creditors are Central Bank of
India, Bank of Baroda, IDBI Bank and Deutsche
Bank.

The approval of the liquidation plea is a welcome
development for the lenders, as all hopes of the
airline's revival were lost after Go First's foreign
aircraft lessors were allowed to take back their
planes after a prolonged legal tussle.

8th Pay Commission Gets
Govt; Will Govt Also Release

18-Months DA, DR Arrears For
Central Govt Employees Now?

New Delhi. Following the cabinet approval for the
formation of 8th Pay Commission latest update,
the demand for payment of 18 months-pending
Dearness allowance (DA) that had been frozen
from January 2020 to June 2021, has yet again
gained steam.Gopal Mishra, Secretary, NC JCM,
had in a letter to the Ministry of Finance dated
January urged for the releasing of 18 months
arrears of Dearness Allowance/Release which was
frozen during the COVID-19 Pandemic period.

"We have been demanding to the Government that in
accordance with the judgments of the Hon’ble
Supreme Court and also considering the fact that
the economic conditions of the country is in a
satisfactory level, the 18 months DA / DR arrears

due to the Central Government Employees and
Pensioners which was frozen during the COVID-
19 pandemic period may please be paid back to the
employees and Pensioners," he wrote.

"The decision to freeze three instalments of
Dearness Allowance(DA)/Dearness Relief (DR)
to Central Government employees/pensioners due
from 01.01.2020, 01.07.2020 and 01.01.2021 was
taken in the context of COVID-19, which caused
economic disruption, so as to ease pressure on
government finances. As the adverse financial
impact of pandemic in 2020 and the financing of
welfare measures taken by the government had a
fiscal spill over beyond FY 2020-21, arrears of
DA/DR which mostly pertain to the difficult FY of
2020-21 are not considered feasible," MoS Pankaj
Chaudhary Ministry of Finance had informed the
Rajya Sabha.

"However, an amount of Rs 34402.32 crores had
been saved and utilized to tide over the economic
impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on account of
freezing three installments of Dearnesss
Allownace and Dearness Relief payable to Central
Government employees and pensioners,” he had
added.

What taxpayers can expect in Budget 2025

Govt may increase
exemption limit to Rs
5L from the present Rs
3L; standard deduction
may be raised to Rs 1
lakh.

NEW DELHI. The run-up to Budget 2025
has raised expectations of the middle
class that the government is likely to give
some relief on the personal taxation
space. The aim would be to give a boost to
private consumption, which has been
lagging for quite some time.The tax sops
in the personal income tax space can be in
the form of change in basic exemption
limit, tweaks in the tax slab rates as well
as an increase in the standard deductions.
Apart from that a few other changes are
also likely in respect of certain
compliances to make the life of individual
taxpayers easier. We list out some of the
likely changes in the budget:

Higher exemption limit: Currently, income
up to R3 lakh is not taxed if the total
income is R7 lakh or more under the new

tax regime. The government
might increase the exemption
limit to R5 lakh, which means
any income between R 5 lakh
and R7 lakh would be taxed at
5%. Currently, income between
R3 and R7 lakh is taxed at
5%.Higher standard deduction:
At present, the standard
deduction is R75,000 under the
new tax regime. This could be
increased to R1 lakh, if the
government is not considering
raising the exemption limit.
Standard deduction is the
amount that is deducted directly
from the income of an individual
to arrive at the taxable income. It

must be noted that taxpayers opting for
the old tax regime can avail standard
deduction of only R50,000.Changes in
tax slab: Last year, the finance minister
had increased the 5% tax slab from R3-6
lakh to R3-7 lakh, and the 10% tax
bracket from R6-9 lakh to R7-10 lakh.
This year, the finance minister may
change the 20% tax bracket from R12-15
lakh to R12-18 lakh. Accordingly, the
highest tax rate of 30% could be
applicable for income over R18 lakh.
Most of these changes are likely in the
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regime.
Other likely changes

ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India to start 2 automotive steel units in 2025

NEW DELHI. ArcelorMittal *

Nippon Steel India, a joint venture £ = ‘/_.
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between ArcelorMittal and Nippon
Steel, is set to commission in 2025
two production lines dedicated to
manufacturing advanced
automotive steel products.The
company in a statement said that
once operational, the production of
the two units will substitute imports
of high-end steel required by the
entire automotive sector. Some of
the offerings currently available

globally will also be manufactured for
the first time in India.The new lines —
a Continuous Galvanizing Line
(CGL) and a Continuous Galvanizing
and Annealing Line (CGAL),
embedding the technical know-how
of the parent companies — are
expected to be fully operational in
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2025. These two facilities will be part
of the upcoming Cold Rolling Mill 2
(CRM2) complex at its flagship plant
in Hazira, Gujarat.

The two units will enable the

production of ArcelorMittal as well as
Nippon Steel’s licensed products,
with strength levels up to 1180 MPa,
in both coated and uncoated steel.

This initiative builds on the previous
success of AM/NS India with the
introduction of Optigal and Magnelis
last year.The expansion aims to meet
the growing demand for high-quality,
value-added automotive steel in
India, which currently stands at 7.8
million tonnes per annum (MTPA) for
flat steel and is projected to grow by 6-
7% annually.

Dilip Oommen, CEO of ArcelorMittal

Nippon Steel India (AM/NS India),
said, “The dedicated two units mark a
significant step toward our goal of
providing high-quality, premium steel
solutions tailored to the evolving
needs of the automotive sector. With
our wide range of products and
services, we are well-positioned and
preferred choice among automotive
manufacturers.”

Paytm ()3 FY25 results: Revenue surges to
Rs 1,828 crore, gets closer to profitability

New Delhi.India’s leading payments
and financial services company,
Paytm, reported a strong performance
in Q3 FY25, with its operating
revenue climbing 10% quarter-on-
quarter (QoQ) to Rs 1,828 crore. The
growth was propelled by the
company’s robust payments
business and an expanding portfolio
in financial services
distribution.Paytm’s drive toward
profitability showed marked
progress, with its net loss improving
by Rs 208 crore YoY. The
company’s EBITDA also witnessed
a significant improvement of Rs
181 crore QoQ, narrowing to Rs
(223) crore.Its contribution margin,
excluding UPI incentives, remained
steady at 52%, contributing Rs 959
crore to profits. EBITDA before
ESOP costs improved by Rs 145 crore
QoQ to Rs (41) crore, with the
company maintaining its target to
achieve EBITDA profitability before
ESOP costs by Q4 Fy25.The revenues
from Paytm’s payments services
segment grew to Rs 1,059 crore, while

financial services revenue rose 35%
QoQ to Rs 502 crore. The platform
processed a Gross Merchandise Value
(GMYV) of Rs 5 lakh crore during the
quarter, reflecting a 13% QoQ
increase. Merchant subscriptions for
payment devices grew by 5 lakh

during the quarter, reaching 1.17
crore. Meanwhile, the net payment
margin stood at Rs 489 crore, driven
by higher subscription revenue and
stable payment processing
margins.The company’s cost
optimisation efforts continued to
deliver results, with indirect costs
dropping 7% QoQ and 23% YoY.
Employee expenses for the first nine

months of FY25 were reduced by Rs
451 crore YoY, surpassing Paytm’s
annual cost-saving target of Rs 400-
500 crore.Loan disbursements during
the quarter totaled Rs 3,831 crore in
Q3FY25versusRs 3,303 Crin Q2 FY
2025. More than 50% of these loans
were issued to repeat borrowers,
indicating strong customer retention.
A substantial portion of the loans was
distributed under Paytm’s Direct
Lending & Guarantee (DLG) model,
known for its higher upfront cost but
enhanced long-term profitability.
This model’s success has drawn
increased interest from lenders,
further strengthening the company’s
financial services business.Paytm
continues to prioritise a compliance-
first approach and innovation in its
merchant payment solutions,
including new devices and payment
aggregation tools. The company is
also focused on regaining its UPI
market share to January 2024 levels,
scaling its financial services
offerings, and leveraging Al-driven
automation to enhance.

new tax regime as 72% of the taxpayers
have moved to the new tax regime. The
government would continue to make the
new tax regime more appealing for
taxpayers, and therefore, may not offer
much relief to those opting for the old tax

In cases where the employer reimburses
running and maintenance expenses of
motor cars, the valuation of the motor car
benefit is based on the cubic capacity of
the engine to determine the perquisite

value. No separate criteria have
been laid out with respect to
electric cars. The Budget may
come out with specific rules on use
of EVs.

Tax experts also hope that the
government may defer TDS on PF
interest (above R2.5 lakh) until the
withdrawal stage. They also
demand that the ESOP tax
deferment benefit should be
extended to all employers,
allowing tax payment at the sale
stage. Another relief sought is on
TDS deducted on sale of house
property by NRIs.If the seller is an
NRI, tax is withheld at a higher rate
of 20% (against 1% in case of

resident), and the buyer is also required to

obtain a TAN, deposit the tax deducted
and file e-TDS returns. “While the

purchase and sale of the property is not a

recurring transaction, obtaining TAN

solely for the mentioned purpose may
result in more inactive TANs,” says Divya

Baweja, partner, Deloitte India. To

address this issue, the TDS process

applicable for cases where the seller is an

NRI may be eased by introducing

challan-cum-statements similar to those

applicable for aresident seller.

Art of Surviving,
Thriving in market

NEW DELHI. I have often felt that for all the
positive domestic retail investor numbers that
were being reported regularly over the last several
years, the real test for the Indian equity market
would come in case of a longer than usual, if not
prolonged correction in a market that has been on
a one way rising trend since the early Covid days,
almost five years ago.

And that moment may well have arrived. Before
looking at how one might want to react in a sliding
market, let us first look at why it turned into one.
For a long while, valuations have been running far
ahead of performance and the Q3 results were a
wake-up call about the wide lag in performance
versus valuation in the market.

That it coincided with US Court strictures on
promoters of one of India’s largest business
groups hardly helped matters as Foreign
Institutional Investors (FIIs) commenced an
exodus of sorts from the Indian bourses. The
impact of their rapid selling of mega large caps
was seen on the Indian market indices that went
into a tailspin.While resident investor inflows
helped the Domestic Institutional Investors (DIIs)
to offset the relentless selling by the FIIs to some
extent and circumvent a vertical fall at the Indian
equity market, it became clear that the market was
on a slippery slope. The markets are still shaky
and volatile and will remain so until quarterly
numbers improve significantly and value returns
to the market.

Meanwhile a strong dollar is keeping FIIs invested
in the US market, but they will have to return
eventually. The Indian market and economy are
now too big to ignore indefinitely anymore. But
when the FII money will return to the Indian
bourses would be is anybody’s guess.Let us be
clear about one thing ---- 2025 is not a year for the
weak hearted at the Indian equity market.
Remember, those that fear seeing Red must not be
in the market as market cycles are part and parcel
of every equity market.2025 however, offers an
opportunity to accumulate better value gradually.
For mutual fund investors with liquidity, this is a
good time to commence and top-up investments
through the SIP/STP route while the market drifts
ahead of the next rally.Here, I must reiterate a
point I made in one of my recent columns about
the difference between lateral and linear
investments.Lateral investors can even use the
lump sum route at this point in time, provided of
course that their time frame is over five years
while linear investors who are less prone to taking
bigger risks must stick to the SIP/STP and top-up
route.lt is also a good year to tighten up the loose
ends in one’s investment portfolio that becomes
inevitable over time.

RBI Steps To Boost Liquidity In Banking
System Are Smart, Pragmatic: SBI

System liquidity
moved from a surplus
of Rs 1.35 lakh crore
in November to a
deficit of Rs 0.65 lakh
crore in December,
further to Rs 1.58 lakh
crore deficit in January
(till January 16).

Mumbai. More changes in the RBI
Liquidity Management Framework are
likely after the daily dynamic VRR has
been taken as the first step to manage
liquidity in the banking system,
according to an SBI research report.
“Such changes and frontloading next
round of moves are smart and pragmatic
by the RBI...A delicate mix of
temporary and permanent liquidity
injection and withdrawal remains a work

inprogress,” the report states.

As a corollary to intervention in the forex
markets juxtaposed with volatile
movements in government cash

balances, liquidity has been
shrinking in the banking system and
alarmingly blowing past the comfort
zone This persistent liquidity
conundrum, along with the
anticipation of a rally in DXY has
prompted the regulator to revert to
daily dynamic VRR (variable rate
repo) to effectively manage the
liquidity along the revised LMF
(Liquidity Management
Framework) in place from February
2020.Given that such daily VRR
transactions are akin to transient
liquidity injections, repo
transactions should ideally
compensate for changes in

government cash balances, but this is
somehow also substituting for
permanent durable liquidity shortfall
arising out of currency leakage and
liquidity impact of RBI forex
intervention, the report observes.“To

negate this, in a smart move RBI has
started to sell in Spot and NDF forwards
and then doing short-term buy-sell
swaps to replace the maturing forward

sale position and also to counter the
durable liquidity drain from spot
intervention. We also think RBI may
announce longer term (2-3 years) buy
sell swaps to shore up reserves and
release liquidity,” according to the SBI

report.In principle,

liquidity

management per se still has some
operational challenges like improving
the market microstructure, a proper
indicator of liquidity tightness in the
system and most importantly
maintaining a delicate balance
between an effective mix of durable
and transient liquidity injection or
withdrawal, the report points
out.According to the report, the
system liquidity situation remained
tight and turned to injection mode
since 16 December 2024, due to
many reasons like tax outflows, GST
payment, forex market intervention
and volatility in capital flows.
Further with the implementation of
Just in Time (JIT), the system
liquidity has been impacted through
movements in government cash
balancesSystem liquidity moved
from a surplus of Rs 1.35 lakh crore in
November to a deficit of Rs 0.65 lakh
crore in December, further to Rs 1.58
lakh crore deficit in January (till January
16). If we look at the injection-
absorption ratio, which has increased.
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Life in jail or death penalty: RG Kar rape-
murder accused to be sentenced shortly

»Sanjay Roy, a civic
volunteer, has been
convicted by a CBI
court for the rape
and murder of a 31-
year-old trainee
doctor at RG Kar
Medical College in
Kolkata in August
2024. His sentencing
will be announced
shortly, with the
maximum
punishment being the
death penalty.

New Delhi. Sanjay Roy, the accused in the

Kolkata rape-murder case, will be sentenced
shortly today after a CBI court convicted him
on Saturday (January 18). He was found guilty
of the rape and murder of a 31-year-old trainee
doctor at RG Kar Medical College and Hospital
in August 2024. The case sparked protests and
outrage among thousands of people nationwide.

The CBI court charged the civic volunteer under

Section 64 (rape), Section 66 (punishment for
causing death), and Section 103 (murder). The
quantum of the punishment will be announced
today.

HERE ARE THE TOP POINTS IN THE

CASE:

A heavy deployment of security personnel

remains outside the Sealdah court as Sanjay
Roy is set to be sentenced shortly today. The
security has been heightened with two deputy
commoners of Kolkata Police fielded on the
ground along with five assistant commoners of
police, 14 inspectors, 31 sub-inspectors, 39
assistant sub-inspectors, 299 constables and 80
women police personnel, ANI reported.The
minimum punishment under the sections
includes rigorous imprisonment for not less

L
\“.

than 10 years, which may extend to
imprisonment for life, while the maximum
punishment is the death penalty.A CBI court,
convicting the civic volunteer, had said, “I have
examined all the evidence and witnesses, also
heard the arguments. After getting through all
of these, | have found you guilty. You are guilty.
You must be punished".

During the hearing, Sanjay Roy, pleaded not
guilty and claimed that he was being framed. "I

always wear a rudraksha chain on my neck. If I
committed the crime, my chain would have
been broken at the place of occurrence. I didn't
commit this, I was framed. Those who framed
me, including one IPS officer, are being
released. Why?" Roy had said.

The parents of the victim, who were present at the
court hearing, broke down after hearing the
judgment. "I kept full faith in you. Thanks to
you for honouring our trust," he said.The body
of the woman postgraduate trainee was found in
a seminar hall at the hospital in the early hours
on August 9, 2024. She was allegedly killed
after being raped. A civic volunteer, Sanjay Roy,
was arrested the next day in connection with the
crime.Kolkata Police identified Sanjay Roy
through a Bluetooth earphone that was found
near the victim's body. Roy was seen in CCTV
footage entering the seminar hall with the
device around his neck.

The incident led to nationwide protests and
outrage by thousands of people. The matter
took a violent turn after a mob vandalised the
RG Kar hospital’s emergency ward on August
15 during a 'Reclaim the Night' rally organised
by women and activists.

Delhi Police externs over
1,100 habitual offenders in
2024 to ensure public safety

NEW DELHI. Delhi Police took strict action

against over 1,100 habitual offenders in 2024,
removing them from the city under provisions of
the Delhi Police Act.The move aims to prevent
crimes and ensure public safety by displacing
individuals whose activities pose a threat to peace
and harmony.According to a senior police officer,
1,130 individuals were subjected to externment
proceedings in 2024 under Sections 47 and 48 of
the Delhi Police Act, which allow for the removal
of persons likely to commit offences.

“A total of 1,130 people were externed from

different districts of Delhi. They were found fit for
externment proceedings under Section 47 and 48
of the Delhi Police Act (removal of persons about
to commit offences),” the officer said. The process
involves issuing notices to individuals, requiring

them to justify why they should not be externed. If
their explanation is deemed unsatisfactory, the
externment is carried out, the officer
explained.Data from previous years shows a
fluctuating trend in the number of people
externed: 268 in 2015, 215 in 2016, 133 in 2017,
791in2018,3021in2019, 176 in 2020, 311 in 2021,
716in2022,and 619in2023.

Another senior officer elaborated on the legal
framework, stating, “Section 47 (removal of
persons about to commit offences) of the Delhi
Police Act allows the Commissioner of Police to
extern individuals whose actions or movements
pose a threat to public safety or property, or who
are believed to be involved in offences involving
force, violence or intimidation.”Externment, he
added, disrupts criminal activities by relocating
offenders to unfamiliar territories. “Once externed,
it becomes challenging for a criminal to build new
criminal links and restart activities in an
unfamiliar new state,” the officer said.

BJP, AAP spar over Kejriwal

convoy attack

NEW DELHI. A day after Arvind Kejriwal’s car
was “attacked”, both AAP and the BIP
exchanged accusations on Sunday. While AAP
claimed to have uncovered the opposition’s
conspiracy behind the attack, the BJP firmly
denied the allegations.AAP asserted that video
evidence and photographs reveal a close
connection between the attackers and BJP leader
Parvesh Verma. They said the assailants’
criminal history exemplify a disturbing pattern
of politically motivated violence.

In a statement, Kejriwal slammed the BJP, saying,
“They are losing elections badly and resorting to

Two lawyers jostle to represent Saif Ali
Khan's attacker; here's what judge said

NEW DELHI. A Mumbai courtroom
witnessed dramatic scenes during the
hearing on Sunday as two lawyers
jostled to represent the
man accused of
attacking actor Saif Ali
Khan at his Bandra
apartment.The
magistrate, who was
hearing the case, acted
as a referee and
suggested that both
lawyers should appear
as ateam to represent the
accused, Mohammad
Shariful Islam Shehzad,
who is suspected to be a
Bangladeshi
national. The Mumbai
Police arreste Shehzad,
30, from Thane city for allegedly
sneaking into the actor's home on
January 16 with the intention of theft
and then stabbing him.

Shehzad was produced before a
metropolitan magistrate's court on

Onus of responsible poll coverage

NEW DELHI. After many years one is
seeing the Delhi assembly elections
being projected to have national
ramification. For many polls that this
writer covered as a newspaper
reporter, the national editions of the
newspapers, that is papers published
from New Delhi, remained very
miser about giving space to the ‘city
stories’. This time it looks to be
different. However, this scenario is
not different just from the point of
view of the newspapers taking more
Delhi poll stories on the front pages
but also the overdose of coverage on
the video platforms of television and
the digital media. Last week witnessed
the three leading anchors of a channel
in the ‘exclusive show’ giving
coverage to Delhi polls on the same day.
In order to be different, and also
exciting, and getting better of one-
another, some of them ended up being
ludicrous.The ‘independent’ digital
reel and video makers are at their best
in belting out no substance stories with

Maharashtra accident leads to
clashes between 2 communities,
cops called

NEW DELHI.Clashes broke out between two
communities in Maharashtra's Nandurbar district, after
which stones were allegedly thrown on Sunday,
January 19. No property damage or casualties were
reported in the clashes, police said.ccording to the
police, the incident was triggered when two groups
came face to face following an accident between a
rickshaw and a motorcycle earlier in the day.Upon
receiving an alert about team pelting, several police
teams rushed to the spot and controlled the situation.
According to Nandurbar's Assistant Superintendent of
Police, Shravan S Dutt, the incident occurred at around
10 pm.

However, before he could obtain the

accused's signature on the vakalatnama

(alegal document authorising a lawyer
to represent someone), another
lawyer rushed to the accused
box and secured Shehzad's
signature on his vakalatnama.
This created confusion about
who would ultimately represent
the suspect.

The magistrate finally suggested
that both of them could
represent Shehzad as a team,
and they agreed to do so.

Shehzad was sentenced to five-
day police custody and the
court said the suspicion of an
international conspiracy cannot
be led out.Meanwhile, actor
Saif Ali Khan is recovering

after undergoing two surgeries at the

Lilavati Hospital, where he was rushed

following the incident that took place

around 2.30 am at his flat in the

'Satguru Sharan' building. The actor

may be discharged soon, doctors said.

limited to print

Commission of India has a thought-
provoking take on this. It mentions,
“The spread of misinformation and
fake news has become a significant
concern in today’s digital age,
especially during critical events like
elections. In order to ensure a level
playing field for all stakeholders, it is
vital that misinformation and
disinformation does not derail a
factually correct narrative.”

Before we discuss further, for the
convenience of the readers, let’s
differentiate between misinformation
and disinformation. American
Psychological Association defines the
two concepts as, “Misinformation is
false or inaccurate
information—getting the facts wrong.
Disinformation is false information
which is deliberately intended to
mislead—intentionally misstating the
facts.” The news coverage on our
digital platforms, if it can be called
news at all, goes beyond the concept of
misinformation and disinformation.

Sunday afternoon. He was asked if he
had any complaints against the police,
to which Shehzad replied in the

negative, news agency PTI reported.
He was then taken to the box meant for
the accused in the back of the
courtroom.
A lawyer initially stepped forward,
stating he would represent the accused.

"Earlier in the day, a case was registered about an incident
in the background of which the stone pelting took place.
Police forces deployed on the spot controlled the
situation. As a result, violence did not spread to other
areas. No property damage or casualties have been
reported. A case has been filed against the accused, and
we have identified a few suspects," Shravan S Dutt said.

Earlier in December 2024, clashes erupted in the state's
Parbhani district after a person vandalised a replica of
the Constitution near the statue of BR Ambedkar
outside arailway station in the city.

A crowd of around 200 people gathered near the statue
after word spread about the incident and raised slogans.
As police arrived to disperse the crowd, stones were
hurled as chaos ensued. It soon triggered violence and
incidents of arson were also reported in the area.

Delhi Assembly elections: 719
candidates in fray for 70 seats

NEW DELHI. A total of 719 candidates will contest
the upcoming Delhi Assembly elections across 70
constituencies on February 5, according to the
Election Commission (EC).While 981 candidates
filed 1,522 nominations—since a single candidate
can file multiple nominations—477 were rejected
during the scrutiny process on January 18. The
deadline for filing nominations was January 17, and
candidates have until January 20 to withdraw.The
New Delhi constituency has the highest number of
candidates, with 23 in the fray.

deadly attacks. My life is dedicated to the
country and society, and we are campaigning for
people’s welfare.”

In response, Verma said that the three youths
involved in the attack stated in their testimony
that the driver hit the brakes, but Kejriwal
gestured to move the car forward, which resulted
in the car running over them.

He said that if Kejriwal labels those questioning
him as BJP goons or his (Parvesh’s) family, then
the 1,09,000 voters in New Delhi constituency
are his family.

Delhi fighting confusion, not pollution, this winter

eyeball catching headlines. With the
whole focus being on gathering
‘impressions in millions’ for every post,
in most of the cases audience ends up
being cheated.In fact, even the digital
platforms of the established television
news channels have also been acting
most preposterously giving as good as
a false headline to bring audience on
board. Is such media coverage in sync
with what’s expected of newspersons
vis-a-vis news coverage?The Election

In contrast, Patel Nagar and Kasturba Nagar have the
fewest, with five candidates each.Notably, 29
candidates filed 40 nomination papers for the New
Delhi seat, the most in any constituency. Arvind
Kejriwal (AAP), former chief minister, will contest
this seat against BJP’s Parvesh Verma and Congress’
Sandeep Dikshit, both sons of former Delhi CMs.

Rural and unauthorised colony constituencies saw a
surge in nominations, with Matiala recording 25
nominations and Burari 22. Other constituencies,
including Mundka, Rohtas Nagar, and Laxmi Nagar,
also saw over 20 candidates each. The BJP has ceded
the Burari seat to its ally, Nitish Kumar’s Janata Dal
(United).

Kasturba Nagar recorded the fewest nominations, with
six candidates filing a total of nine papers. Key
candidates here include Ramesh Pahalwan (AAP),
Neeraj Basoya (BJP), and Abhishek Dutt (Congress).

As polling day nears, the political temperature in Delhi
is rising. AAP, BJP, and Congress are locked in a
fierce battle. AAP, which won 62 out of 70 seats in
2020, aims to retain its dominance. The BJP is striving
to expand its presence beyond the eight seats it won
last time. Meanwhile, Congress is looking to stage a
comeback after being wiped out in the last two
elections.The elections will be conducted in a single
phase, with vote counting scheduled for February 8.

New Delhi.This winter, Delhi NCR is
fighting confusion more than
fighting pollution. That's because
Grap 3 and 4 rules, which impose
stringent restrictions on cars and
construction, are being imposed,
withdrawn, and reimposed in a
matter of days, taking people
entirely by surprise. Livelihood of
the poor are being hit and people
unaware of the rules are being
penalised heavily.On January 9, a Delhi-
based media professional took his car to
work in Noida, but was stranded while
returning in the evening because Grap 3
had come into force. He had to take a
bike taxi home. Animesh Pandey, a
Gurgaon resident, was slapped with a Rs
20,000 challan as his car was being
taken for servicing, which he had
booked days in advance, and didn't
know that Grap 3 had come into force
justthe previous night.

Meant to tackle air pollution in the
National Capital Region (NCR), the
restrictions under the Graded Response
Action Plan (Grap) come into effect
depending on the Air Quality Index

..

(AQI) in Delhi.

In the one-month period from December
16, the NCR has witnessed nine Grap 3
and Grap 4 days each, and 12 Grap 2
days. There were times when Grap 3 and
Grap 4 restrictions kicked in for just one
day each and caught people unawares.

Here's an example. January 14 was curbs-
free with Grap 2, but January 15 saw
Grap 4 restrictions. Then, January 16
was a Grap 3 day, and January 17 saw a
return to Grap 2. So, people did a Grap
2-4-3-2 switch in just four days. On
December 16, 2024, restrictions under
Grap 4 were imposed hours after rap 3
restrictions came into effect.Grap 3
halts non-essential construction
activities, and bans BS4 diesel and BS3

petrol vehicles from roads. Schools
are mandated to go into a hybrid mode.
Grap 4, while retaining all Grap 3
measures, adds crippling steps like
banning all construction activities, and
brings the likelihood of an odd-even
vehicle rule.Any violation of the Grap
3 vehicle rule attracts a challan of Rs
20,000.
"This implementation is arbitrary.
Communication is poor. This catches
drivers unawares and the steep fine is
cruel to those who have no idea when it
came into effect after being lifted,"
satirist and columnist Kamlesh Singh
tells India Today Digital.

Singh is irked by the frequent restrictions
that prevent him from driving his
Volkswagen Tiguan, a BS4 diesel
vehicle that he bought five years ago,
despite having a valid pollution-under
control (PUC) certificate.It is a
December 5, 2024, Supreme Court
decision that is behind the frequent Grap
swings.

SUPREME COURT MANDATED
AUTOMATIC GRAP3SWITCH

With Delhi, which suffers from year-

round bad air quality, turning into a gas
chamber in winters, the Supreme Court
decided to crack the whip. Long-term
solutions need time, money and resolve,
so the court suggested some quick fixes.
It said that Grap 3 and 4 restrictions
should kick in if the AQI falls to 350 and
400, respectively.The Supreme Court
tasked the Commission for Air Quality
Monitoring (CAQM), a statutory
government body, with keeping a tab on
the AQI and directing the curbs.

The CAQM has been silently going about
its job. And people like Animesh Pandey
have fallen victim to its Ninja-like
techniques.Pandey, a Gurgaon-based
engineer, was slapped with a Rs 20,000
challan on January 10 while his car was
being taken for servicing.

"I had booked the pick-up for servicing in
advance and had no knowledge that
Grap 3 had kicked in the previous night
(on January 9)," says the engineer
whose Hyundai Creta isn't even five
years old.The challan, says Pandey,
doesn't have any amount mentioned in it,
neither is there any provision for it to be
paid online.
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/ illegal miners killed in
shootout with army in
Ghana gold mine

Accra. A Ghanaian small-scale miners' association on
Sunday said soldiers killed nine unarmed people at
an AngloGold Ashanti mine on Saturday night,
while the army said seven illegal miners had been
killed in a firefight.Kofi Adams, local chairman of
the Ghana National Association of Small Scale
Miners, told Reuters that nine people had been killed
and fourteen severely injured in the incident at the
Obuasi gold mining site in the West African
country's Ashanti Region.

Earlier, Ghana's armed forces said that about 60 illegal
miners carrying locally manufactured rifles and

S

other weapons breached the mine's security fence
around 11 pm (2300 GMT) on Saturday and fired on
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California braces for dangerous situation
as gusty winds fuel wildfire threat

Los Angeles. Southern Californians are
bracing for gusty winds and a heightened
risk of wildfires, less than two weeks
after the outbreak of deadly blazes that
have killed at least 27 people and charred
thousands of homes.The National
Weather Service has issued a warning of
a “particularly dangerous situation” for
parts of Los Angeles and Ventura
counties from Monday afternoon
through Tuesday morning due to low
humidity and damaging Santa Ana
winds. Gusts could peak at 70 mph (113
kph) along the coast and 100 mph (160
kph) in the mountains and foothills. Windy
weather and single-digit humidity are
expected to linger through Thursday, said
Rich Thompson, a meteorologist for the
National Weather Service. He said the fire
risk is also elevated because the region
hasn’tseen rain since April.

Critical fire weather with wind gusts up to 60
mph (97 kph) was also forecast for
Southern California communities
stretching to San Diego on Monday and
Tuesday, with residents urged to take steps

to get ready to evacuate such as creating an
emergency kit and keeping cars filled with
atleast a halftank of gas. A windblown dust
and ash advisory was also issued, as high
winds could disperse ash from existing fire
zones across Southern California.The
warnings come as firefighters continue to
battle two major blazes in the Los Angeles
area, the Palisades and Eaton fires, which
have destroyed more than 14,000 structures
since they broke out during fierce winds on
Jan. 7. The Palisades fire was 52%
contained on Sunday and the Eaton fire

81% contained, according to fire officials.

Firefighters have made progress on the
perimeter of the Palisades fire, which has
blackened more than 37 square miles (96
square kilometers) near the Pacific coast,
but there are areas in the interior that
continue to burn, said Dan Collins, a
spokesperson for the Palisades fire
incident.“There is always a possibility in
ared flag warning something hot, or some
type of burning material from the interior,
could be perhaps whipped up and blown
across the containment lines,” Collins
said.

While firefighters are fairly confident the
Eaton fire further inland will remain
contained, there are concerns a new fire
could break out with vegetation especially
dry for this time of year, said Carlos
Herrera, an Eaton fire
spokesperson.California Gov. Gavin
Newsom has positioned fire engines,
water-dropping aircraft and hand crews
across the region to enable a quick response
should a new fire break out, according to
the governor’s office of emergency

services.

“This proactive approach has proven to be a
critical component of California’s wildfire
response strategy, reducing response times
and containing fires before they escalate,”
the office said.Damage estimates have
continued to climb for the Palisades and
Eaton fires nearly two weeks since they
began. Inspectors have fanned out to check
buildings and assess damages, but Collins
said it is impossible to know whether the
remaining structures affected in the
Palisades fire are intact.

“Our damage inspection teams have to
inspect every structure within the fire
perimeter,” Collins said. “They’re about
two-thirds of the way done.”Fire officials
said they were focused on repopulating
evacuated areas, with residents allowed to
return Sunday to the hillside area of Pacific
Palisades known as the
highlands. Authorities said two people were
arrested Saturday while attempting to enter
an evacuation zone for the Palisades fire
and are being investigated for
impersonating firefighters.

a military patrol deployed there, leading to a
shootout."This is unprecedented (and) it's difficult to
understand why this happened," Adams said, noting
that in the past, trespassers on the site had been
scared off with warning shots.

Ghana's President John Dramani Mahama ordered an
immediate investigation into the incident, the
presidency said in a statement on Sunday, calling it
"tragic".The government has asked AngloGold
Ashanti to cover the medical expenses of the injured
and the cost of burials, he presidency's statement
said.AngloGold Ashanti could not immediately be
reached for comment.

The Johannesburg-listed miner owns the Iduapriem
and Obuasi mines in southern Ghana. The two mines
produced more than 490,000 ounces of gold last
year.

Would be a disgrace: Pope
criticises Trump's plan to
arrest illegal immigrants

Rome. Pope Francis on Sunday criticised President-
elect Donald Trump's reported plan to sharply
intensify immigration enforcement actions across
the U.S. in the days after his inauguration.In an
Italian television interview, the pontiff said it would
be a "disgrace" if Trump went forward with the plan,
in unusually forceful language for the leader of the
global Catholic Church."It would make the migrants,
who have nothing, pay the unpaid bill," said the pope.
"It doesn't work. You don't resolve problems this
way."

The pope's remarks were made during a video link
from his Vatican residence with the "Che Tempo Che
Fa" program on Italy's Channel 9.Francis, leader of
the 1.4 billion member church, is usually careful
about weighing in on political issues.

The pope has made welcoming migrants a key theme of
his nearly 12-year papacy, and he has previously
criticised Trump's anti-immigrant rhetoric. During
the 2016 election, he said Trump was "not Christian"
in his view.

Hamas' Parting Gift To Israel Hostages: !iban minister urges Afghan

. . o government to lift ban on
Souvenirs To Commemorate Captivity women's education

Kabul. A senior Taliban figure has urged the group’s
hostages freed by Hamas lgader to.scrap edgcation bans on Afghgn women aqd
were each given a 'gift bag' girls, saying there is no excuse for them, in a rare public
to commemorate their 15- rebuke of government policy.Sher Abbas Stanikzai,
month captivity after they political deputy at the Foreign Ministry, made the
were captured during the remarks in a speech on Saturday in southeastern Khost
October 7, 2023 attacks on province.He told an audience at a religious school
Israeli cities. These 'gift ceremony there was no reason to deny education to
bags', according to reports, women and girls, “just as there was no justification for
contained their photos in itin the past and there shouldn’tbe one atall.”
captivity, a photo of Gaza The government has barred females from education after
and a 'certificate'. Visuals sixth grade. Last September, there were reports
show the three hostages authorities had also stopped medical training and
holding up the bags and courses for women.In Afghanistan, women and girls
smiling before their release, apparently can only be treated by female doctors and health
left with no other choice. professionals. Authorities have yet to confirm the

While a large section of social media medical training ban.“We call on the leadership again
users slammed the gesture, describing to open the doors of education,” said Stanikzai in a
it as "sick" and a "new definition of video shared by his official account on the social
cruelty", a section of Hamas supporters platform X. “We are committing an injustice against 20
cheered it.Emily Damari, 28, Romi

Gonen, 24, and Doron Steinbrecher,
31, returned to tears of joy with people

hand and waving to relatives. The
Times of Israel reported that the
British-Israeli dual citizen lost
two fingers after she was shot by
Hamas terrorists during the
October 7 attack. The gunmen
broke into her home, shot her dog
and she was hit as she was trying
to comfort her dying pet, Emily
has told her friends and relatives.

Steinbrecher's family said in a
statement, "Our heroic Dodo,
who survived 471 days in Hamas
captivity, begins her
rehabilitation journey today."

Celebrations were also seen at Beitunia
in West Bank as the Palestinian
prisoners were released from Israel's
jail. The 42-day truce is aimed at
channelling humanitarian aid into the
Gaza Strip which has been devastated
by Israel's brutal counterstrike to the
Hamas attacks.

lining up on the roads to welcome
them. They will be in hospital for some
days for evaluation and recovery from
their 15-month nightmare.

"After 471 days Emily is finally home,"
said her mother Mandy Damari,
according to an AFP report. "For too
many other families the impossible
wait continues," she added.Visuals
showed her holding up a bandaged

Donald Trump Closes MAGA Victory
Rally With His Iconic Dance Moves

Washington DC. US President-elect
Donald Trump closed his pre-inaugural
ceremonies in style, with a raucous
campaign-style "Make America Great
Again Victory Rally" in Washington on
Sunday, where he showed his iconic
dance move as Village People
performed their disco hit
"Y.M.C.A."Village People's hit
track from 1978 has become
somewhat of an anthem for
MAGA supporters and has
closed out nearly all 78-year-old
Republican's campaign rallies.
The Sunday event was no
exception, with Trump
shimmying and occasionally
singing along as he stood behind
crew members of Village People
while they performed the song.

He also showed off his now-
famous dance move, where he
clapped his hands and swayed,
as he took up the job of the seventh
member of the Village People on stage.

The Village People's performance came
as a surprise to many after the band sent
a cease-and-desist letter to Mr Trump in
2023 after their popular single "Macho
Man" was played at a Mar-a-Lago

event. They also endorsed the
Democratic nominee, Vice President
Kamala Harris.

together after a tumultuous and divided

campaign where our preferred

candidate lost. Therefore, we believe

However, when it was announced that it's now time to bring the country
Village People would perform at the  together with music," it added.
event, the all-male group wrote in a Known for their flamboyant onstage
personas and infectious
dance-pop hits, the Village
People rose to fame in the late
1970s - particularly with their
anthem "Y.M.C.A". Over the
years, the song became
synonymous with gay pride.

But the song's origin story does
not seem to matter to the
MAGA (make America great
again) supporters, who like
Donald Trump view music as
theme songs, fight songs, and
soundtracks for memories
more than works of art.

The MAGA event marked Mr
Trump's first major address in
Washington since his speech on
January 6, 2021, that preceded the
storming of the US Capitol by an angry
mob of his supporters.

He has said he will pardon many of the
more than 1,500 people convicted or
charged in connection with the attack.

Moment When 3 Israeli Hostages
Reunited With Families After 15 Months

people. The Lebanon-backed group
released them in exchange for 90
Palestinian prisoners.

Israel Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu shared videos and
pictures of the three women -
draped in Israeli flags -
reuniting with their families.
Visuals showed the women
embracing their mothers at a
reception center, with one of
the hostages waving a
bandaged hand missing two
fingers at her family on the
other end of a mobile phone
video call.

"We didn't have any sign of life
from her for a whole year and
this is the first time we are
seeing her, and we are seeing
her walking on her two feet and we are just ~ and Emily - an entire nation embraces you. Tt is likely to include the release of the
waiting here to hug her and say how much ~ Welcome home". remaining 94 hostages. In the last phase of
we love her," said the family of the released Apart from the families of the three released  the ceasefire, all the remaining dead bodies
hostages.Netanyahu, welcoming the hostages, thousands of people, some  areexpectedtobe returned.

million people out of a population of 40 million,
depriving them of all their rights. This is not in Islamic
law, but our personal choice or nature.”

Stanikzai was once the head of the Taliban team in talks
that led to the complete withdrawal of foreign troops
from Afghanistan.

It is not the first time he has said that women and girls
deserve to have an education. He made similar remarks
in September 2022, a year after schools closed for girls
and months and before the introduction of a university
ban.But the latest comments marked his first call for a
change in policy and a direct appeal to Taliban leader
Hibatullah Akhundzada.lbraheem Bahiss, an analyst
with Crisis Group’s South Asia program, said Stanikzai
had periodically made statements calling girls’
education a right of all Afghan women.“However, this
latest statement seems to go further in the sense that he
is publicly calling for a change in policy and
questioned the legitimacy of the current approach,”
Babhiss said.In the Pakistani capital, Islamabad, earlier
this month, Nobel Peace Prize laurcate Malala
Yousafzai urged Muslim leaders to challenge the
Taliban on women and girls’ education.

TikTok says it's restoring service
to US users based on Trump's
promised executive order

World. TikTok said Sunday it was restoring service to
users in the United States after the popular video-
sharing platform went dark in response to a federal
ban that President-elect Donald Trump said he would
try to pause by executive order on his first day in
office. Trump said he planned to issue the order to give
TikTok’s China-based parent company more time to
find an approved buyer before the popular video-
sharing platform is subject to a permanent U.S. ban.
He announced the move on his Truth Social account
as millions of U.S. TikTok users awoke to discover
they could no longer access the TikTok app or
platform.

Google and Apple removed the app from their digital
stores to comply with the law, which required them to
do so if TikTok parent company ByteDance didn’t sell
its U.S. operation by Sunday. The law, which passed
with wide bipartisan support in April, allowed for
steep fines for non-compliance.

The company that runs TikTok said in a post on X that
Trump's post had provided “the necessary clarity and
assurance to our service providers that they will face
no penalties providing TikTok to over 170 million
Americans.”Some users reported soon after TikTok's
statement that the app was working again, and
TikTok’s website appeared to be functioning for at
least some users. Even as TikTok was flickering back
on, it remained unavailable for download in Apple
and Google’s app stores.The law that took effect
Sunday required ByteDance to cut ties with the
platform’s U.S. operations due to national security
concerns posed by the app’s Chinese roots. However,
the statute gave the sitting president authority to grant
a90-day extension ifa viable sale is underway.

Although investors made a few offers, ByteDance
previously said it would not sell. In his post on
Sunday, Trump said he “would like the United States
to have a 50% ownership position in a joint venture,”
but it was not immediately clear if he was referring to
the government or an American company. Trump said
his order would “extend the period of time before the
law’s prohibitions take effect” and "confirm that there
will be no liability for any company that helped keep
TikTok from going dark before my order.“Americans
deserve to see our exciting Inauguration on Monday,
as well as other events and conversations,” Trump
wrote. The on-and-off availability of TikTok came
after the U.S. Supreme Court held in a unanimous
ruling Friday that the risk to national security posed
by TikTok’s ties to China outweighed concerns about
limiting speech by the app or its millions of users in
the United States.

statement posted on its official
Facebook, "We know this won't make
some of you happy to hear, but we
believe that music is to be performed
without regard to politics.

""Our song 'Y.M.C.A."is a global anthem
that hopefully helps bring the country

women back home, said on the phone: "I
would like you to tell them: Romi, Doron

cheering and crying, gathered in Hostages

Square in Tel Aviv as a giant screen
broadcasted the first glimpse of the
women. A group of Israelis also
played music and sang patriotic
songs.

On the other hand, massive
celebrations with fireworks took
place in Gaza as buses carrying the
Palestinian prisoners arrived in
Ramallah on the West
Bank.Ending more than 15 months
of war that killed over 47,000
people, Israel began a six-week
ceasefire with Hamas in Gaza on
Sunday, nearly three hours after its
initial schedule. Negotiations for
the second phase of the agreement
will begin by the 16th day of phase
one.

Hamas released three
Israeli hostages in
exchange for 90
Palestinian prisoners in
the first phase of the
Gaza ceasefire deal.

World. Tel Aviv was filled with hope, tears of
joy and hugs on Sunday as three Israeli
hostages who were held captive by Hamas
reunited with their families in the first
phase of the Gaza ceasefire deal. The three
women - Romi Gonen, Doron Steinbrecher
and Emily Damari - were handed over to
the Red Cross officials by armed men in
camouflaged military gear, with green
Hamas headbands.The three women were
held captive by Hamas during its attack on
October 7, 2023, which killed at least 1200
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Neymar en-route to make a
dream return to Brazilian
boyhood club Santos: Reports

New Delhi. Brazilian superstar Neymar is on
the brink of an emotional return to his
boyhood club, Santos FC, as talks reportedly
progress with Al Hilal for an initial loan deal.
This potential move marks a full-circle
moment for the 32-year-old forward, who
first rose to global prominence with the
Brazilian side before his record-breaking
transfer to FC Barcelonain 2013.

Neymar’s career with Santos was nothing
short of remarkable. Between 2009 and
2013, he scored 107 goals in 177 league
appearances, becoming a national icon and
capturing the attention of top European
clubs. Despite speculation linking him to
Major League Soccer, particularly Chicago
Fire FC, Santos has emerged as the front-
runner to bring Neymar back to Brazil.
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Currently contracted with Saudi Pro League
side Al Hilal, Neymar's time in the Middle
East has been underwhelming. After a €90
million transfer from Paris Saint-Germain in
2023, his season was cut short by an ACL
injury. In seven matches for Al Hilal, he
registered only one goal and three assists, a
stark contrast to the expectations
surrounding his arrival. With his deal at Al
Hilal set to expire this summer, the proposed
loan move to Santos could pave the way for
him to become a free agent.

Neymar's return would be more than just a
transfer; it would be a symbolic reunion with
the club that nurtured his prodigious talent.
For Santos, currently competing in the
Brasileiro Serie B, his arrival could be
transformative both on and off the pitch. The
move would not only bolster their attack but
also reignite fan enthusiasm and elevate the
club’s global profile.

For Neymar, the return offers a chance to
reconnect with his roots and potentially
rediscover the form that made him one of
football’s biggest stars. As negotiations
advance, Brazilian football fans eagerly
await confirmation of this fairytale
homecoming.

Vinod Kambli
celebrates birthday in
Thane hospital after
routine checkup

New Delhi. Former cricketer Vinod Kambli
celebrated his 53rd birthday at a heart-
warming event at a hospital in Bhiwandi,
Thane district. Surrounded by medical staff
and his family, Kambli expressed gratitude
for the love and care he received during his
stay.Kambli, who was admitted to Aakriti
Hospital initially on December 23 for a
routine health check-up, turned the occasion
into a moment of joy and positivity. A viral
video captured the former cricketer
emotionally thanking the hospital staff and
his fans for their unwavering support. He
celebrated the day by cutting a cake in the
presence of his wife, children, and the
hospital staff, who also presented him with
floral bouquets.Despite his health
challenges, Kambli's resilience shone
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through as he danced to the song "Chak De
India" during his recovery, spreading cheer
among those around him. His positive spirit
was a testament to his determination to
overcome difficulties.

This celebration comes shortly after Kambli's
public appearance at the 50th-anniversary
celebration of Mumbai’s iconic Wankhede
Stadium, organised by the Mumbai Cricket
Association (MCA). It was his first public
outing since being discharged from the
hospital following a serious health scare. At
the event, he was warmly greeted by fellow
former cricketers Sanjay Manjrekar and
Wasim Jaffer, highlighting the camaraderie
within the cricketing fraternity.

Kambli, 52, has faced significant health
setbacks over the years, including a heart
attack in 2013 and two heart surgeries. In
December 2024, he was diagnosed with brain
clots, leading to his hospitalisation. Fans
were deeply concerned after a video surfaced
showing him struggling to walk. However,
Kambli reassured everyone through social
media that he was on the path to recovery.

His journey has also been marked by struggles
with depression and alcohol-related issues,
which he has openly addressed.

Rohit Sharma's Champions Trophy gesture
at Wankhede Stadium ceremony goes viral

«Champions Trophy 2025: Rohit
Sharma posed with the
coveted trophy along with the
doyens of Mumbai cricket,
including Sunil Gavaskar and
Sachin Tendulkar, during the
celebration of the 50th
anniversary of the Wankhede

Stadium on Sunday, January
19.

New Delhi. India captain Rohit Sharma posed
with the Champions Trophy, which was

displayed at the Wankhede Stadium during
the celebrations marking the 50th
anniversary of the iconic venue in Mumbai
on Sunday, January 19. The doyens of
Mumbai cricket, including Sachin
Tendulkar, Sunil Gavaskar, and Ravi Shastri,
attended the glittering ceremony hosted by
the Mumbai Cricket Association.In a video
that is going viral online, Sunil Gavaskar and
Ravi Shastri can be seen asking Rohit
Sharma to come closer to the Champions

Rohit,

Trophy. However, the India captain
politely declined their invitation,
allowing the seniors to take centre
stage. Sachin Tendulkar, Shastri, and
Gavaskar posed right behind the
coveted trophy, while Rohit stood at
the extreme left of the stage.

however, did not hide his
intentions, stating that he and his team
would do their utmost to bring the
Champions Trophy back to the &5
Wankhede Stadium, hinting at |
potential celebrations in Mumbai.
Notably, India celebrated their T20
World Cup triumph last year with a
roof-top bus parade along Marine
Drive in Mumbai. The parade culminated in
a glittering felicitation ceremony at the
Wankhede Stadium."We will embark on
another tournament. I am sure when we
reach Dubai, the wishes of 140 crore people

will be behind us, we know that," Rohit said,
evoking cheers from the crowd at the
Wankhede Stadium."We will try and do
everything we can to bring this trophy back

here to the Wankhede," he added.

Rohit Sharma was named as the captain of
India's 15-member squad for the Champions
Trophy, starting on 19 February. Shubman
Gill was named vice-captain of the team,
which also includes the likes of Virat Kohli,

Shreyas Iyer, KL Rahul, Rishabh Pant,
Jasprit Bumrah, and Mohammed Shami.
Chairman of selectors Ajit Agarkar
announced the squad in Mumbai on
Saturday, 18 January.

ROHIT RECALLS MUMBAI PARADE

Meanwhile, Rohit recalled the memorable bus
parade following India’s T20 World Cup
triumph. Rohit said he had no doubt that the
Indian team would celebrate the victory in
Mumbai after their meeting with the Prime
Minister in New Delhi.Thousands turned up
for the bu parade, during which Robhit, Virat
Kohli, and former coach Rahul Dravid took
centre stage and won hearts with their
passionate celebrations."l remember, we

R Ashwin praises 'futuristic call' to
appoint Shubman Gill as vice captain

New Delhi. Former India all-rounder
Ravichandran Ashwin has praised the
selectors’ futuristic move to appoint
Shubman Gill as the vice-captain of the
team ahead of the ICC Champions Trophy
2025. Chief selector Ajit Agarkar and
captain Rohit Sharma revealed Gill as the
vice-captain for the mega event and the
preceding ODI series against England |
while announcing the squad on January
18.The 25-year-old was awarded the vice
captaincy of both the ODI and T20I sides
for the Sri Lanka tour in July 2024.
However, he lost his deputy role in T20Is
after losing his place in the team, with other
openers sealing their spot. Recently, Ashwin
shared his views on Gill’s appointment and
praised the selectors for the move.

“Just think about whom else we can appoint as
vice-captain from the current squad. I will
not say whether the decision to appoint Gill
was right or wrong, but the point that was
raised was correct that he was the vice-
captain in the last series as well. I could be

l*,l\&’h_

wrong, but I guess he’s done some vice
captaincy in Tests as well. I think this
decision is a futuristic call as the
management might be thinking about who
could be their leader in the future,” Ashwin
said on his Youtube Channel.Furthermore,
Ashwin said that amongst other contenders
for vice captaincy only Gill had his place
assured in the playing XI. He also said that
the youngster can lean on Virat Kohli and
Jasprit Bumrah if he ever has to lead in Rohit
Sharma's absence in the future.Axar Patel
has been named as the vice-captain for the

upcoming T20I series against England.
There’s stiff competition between Axar and
Jadeja that which one out of the two will
play in the XI. If we look at Rishabh Pant
and KL Rahul, the latter is an incumbency
keeper. There could be a possibility that
both Pant and Rahul play but they’ve given
the vice captaincy to the player whose place
in the playing XI is confirmed. If Shubman
goes on to become a captain in the future,
then he can lean on Virat Kohli and Jasprit
Bumrah to guide him,” he added.Gill was
made the captain of the T201 team on the tour
to Zimbabwe in 2024, a series India won by
4-1. The 25-year-old had a remarkable year
in 50 overs cricket in 2023 as he finished as
the highest run scorer of the year with 1584
runs from 29 matches at an average of 63.36
with five hundreds and nine fifties. Gill will
look to continue his good form in the
upcoming England series and the
Champions Trophy as he’s all set to
experience being a part of the leadership
group inan ICC event for the first time.

No personal vehicles for players in Kolkata
as BCCI rules enforced before ENG T20Is

New Delhi. The Cricket Association
of Bengal (CAB) has put
restrictions on the personal travel of
players ahead of the first T20I
against England following the
imposition of the strict directives by
the BCCI (Board of Control for
Cricket in India). The BCCI formed
strict rules for players after their
recent series loss against Australia
as they cut short the stay of families
during foreign tours, put restrictions
on personal shoots during series
amongst other directives. e

According to PTI, the BCCI has sent
the 10-point diktat to the State
Associations that will be hosting matches in
the upcoming white-ball series against
England. Ahead of the first T20I against
England at Eden Gardens, Kolkata, CAB
President Snehasish Ganguly revealed that
they haven’t made any special arrangements
for any player for travel keeping in line with
the new policy of the BCCI.

"In keeping with the BCCI's 10-point
guidelines for players, the Cricket

Association of Bengal has not arranged any
separate means of conveyance [for
individual players]. Only a team bus has
been arranged for the Indian team. There
won't be any personal vehicles for the
cricketers. We have to follow the guidelines,
which clearly state that all players are
expected to travel with the team to and from
matches and practice sessions,” Ganguly
was quoted as saying by PTL.The Indian
Cricket Board made it mandatory for players

to travel with the team for training and
all matches to ensure team cohesion
and discipline in their new directives.
The move is aimed at fostering a more
professional and unified team culture
while emphasising the holistic
development of cricket atall levels.
BCCI new rules not a punishment,
Indian team not a school: Ajit
Agarkar
Apart from that, they also made it
mandatory for players to participate in
) domestic cricket while not being on
~national duty. The effect of the policy
is already being seen as Ravindra
Jadeja, Rishabh Pant and Rohit Sharma have
confirmed their availability for the next
round of the Ranji Trophy 2024-25.

However, star batters Virat Kohli and KL

Rahul won’t be seen participating due to
their respective injuries. Recently, Chief Ajit
Agarkar commented on the new directives
of the Board and said that it’s not a
punishment for players, mentioning that all
teams have certain rules in place which need
to be followed by the players.

were still in Barbados after winning
the World Cup, and we were stuck
there due to a storm, but planning was
in process as to what we would do
once we were back in India."It was
planned that we would go to Delhi,
but what after that? No one knew what
to do after that, but I wanted that
World Cup (trophy) should come here
to Wankhede. Each of the recent
World Cups we have won in 2007 and
2011 has been celebrated at
Wankhede, and bringing the trophy of
2024 was also very important for us,"
he added.India beat South Africa in a
thrilling finale in Barbados on June
29.India will begin their Champions Trophy
campaign in Dubai against Bangladesh on
February 20, before taking on Pakistan on
February 23. India’s final league game
against New Zealand is scheduled for March
2. The Champions Trophy might turn out to
be Rohit’s last ICC event. The India skipper
was part of the 2007 T20 World Cup but
missed the 2011 World Cup squad. He was,
however, part of the MS Dhoni-led side that
won the 2013 Champions Trophy in
England.Pakistan, who will host the
upcoming tournament, won the last edition
of the Champions Trophy, beating India in
the final in London in 2017.

D Gukesh draws
second-round clash vs
Vladimir Fedoseev in

Tata Steel Chess

New Delhi. World champion D Gukesh drew

his second-round game against Slovenia's
Vladimir Fedoseev, while Leon Luke
Mendonca endured his second straight loss,
going down to Uzbekistan's Nodirbek
Abdusattorov at the Tata Steel Chess
Tournament on Sunday.

After an intense first round clash against Anish

Giri, Gukesh, playing with black pieces,
opted for a solid approach against
Fedoseev.Despite appearing optically worse,
the Indian neutralised Fedoseev’s advantage
and steered the game into a balanced rook-
and-pawn endgame, leading to a

draw.Mendonca, on the other hand, had a
tough outing.He chose to play the French
defence and faced some new ideas by the
Uzbek who has been constantly working to
get positions wherein, he can out-calculate his
opponent.The early middle game saw both

players castling on opposite flank and it was
Mendonca’s king that came in to scrutiny
soon.Abdusattorov is a fierce attacker and he
pounced on his chance to score his first
victory. This was the first game to end in the
day.

Caruana was the pick of the day as he gradually

crushed second best Dutchman Jorden van
Foreest right from the early middle game.It
was an innocuous London system that
Caruana started with and then capitalised on
an unforced error to win a pawn which in the
end proved decisive.

Results, round 2: Masters: Vladimir Fedoseev

(Slo, 1) drew with D Gukesh (Ind, 1.5);
Nodirbek Abdusattorov (Uzb, 1.5) beat Leon
Luke Mendonca (Ind, 0); Fabiano Caruana
(Usa, 1.5) beat Jorden van Foreest (Ned, 0.5);
Alexey Sarana (Srb, 1) drew with Wei Yi
(Chn, 1).Challengers: Divya Deshmukh (Ind,
0.5) drew with Nguyen Thai van Dam (Cze,
1.5); R Vaishali (Ind, 1.5) drew with Miaoyi
Lu (Chn, 1.5); Nodirbek Yakubboev (Uzb,
1.5) drew with Nodirbek Kazybek (Kaz, 0.5);
Benjamin Bok (Ned, 1.5) beat Ediz Gurel
(Tur, 1); Arthur Pijpers (Ned, 0.5) drew with
Aydin Sulemanli (Aze, 1).

Australian Open: Svitolina edges past
Kudermetova to advance to quarter-final

Elina Svitolina qualified for her
third quarterfinals of the
Australian Open as she beat
Veronika Kudermetova in
straight sets during her fourth-
round fixture at the Rod Laver
Arena

New Delhi. Elina Svitolina stormed her way
into the quarterfinals of the Australian Open
2025 as she beat Veronika Kudermetova in
straight sets during her fourth-round fixture
at the Rod Laver Arena on Monday, January
20. Svitolina was overpowered by
Kudermetova in the first set as she gave away
two break points and was trailing 1-
4.However, the Ukranian, who stunned

fourth-seed Jasmine Paolini in her last
fixture, made a remarkable comeback
and went on to win five games in a row
as she finally found her rhythm. She
further asserted her dominance over
her Russian rival, who was struggling
due to some fitness issues, in the
second set and sealed a comprehensive
6-4, 6-1 victory to advance to her third
quarterfinal in Melbourne after a long
gap of five years.

Following her remarkable win, the 30-
year-old recalled her last quarter-final
appearance at the Australian Open and
revealed that it felt like a lifetime ago as she
had her daughter in between and even
underwent surgery.

“Well, it was a long time ago. I feel like it was a
lifetime ago. So many things happened,
having our daughter Sky and then surgery as

well. Many things happened, and I'm really
pleased with the performance, throughout
this tournament, and yeah, just really, really
enjoying this win today,” said Svitolina in
her on court interview after the match.

Svitolina credits her fighting spirit for her
incredible comeback

Furthermore, Svitolina opened up on her

incredible comeback in the first set and
credited her fighting spirit and her team
to stay in the game.“I was just trying to
fight put this fighting spirit. I mean, it's
the only thing I can do when the things
are not going your way, I just try to, to
really put your head down and get back
to work and my team helped me a lot to
stay on the track and yeah, just really
happy I could come back into the match
and then went in straight sets,” she
added.
Meanwhile, following her remarkable win,
Svitolina will face the winner of the fourth
round match between Elena Rybakina and
Madison Keys. Coming into the game from
back-to-back emphatic wins, Svitolina will
be eager to continue her brilliant run and
qualify for her first ever semi-final at the
Australian Open.
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 Selena
Gomez

Benny Blanco Gear Up For Fresh
Tracks With A Kiss Of Love

& S elena Gomez and Benny Blanco are keeping fans on

their toes with an exciting tease about new music. On
January 17, Benny Blanco dropped a mysterious yet
exciting TikTok video, sparking rumours of a collaboration

with none other than his fiancée, Selena Gomez. The 36-
year-old producer posted the short clip in response to a fan’s
request for him to make “some new songs for our queen."
The video, just a few seconds long, shows Blanco opening a
door to find Gomez, 32, lounging on a couch with a

microphone set up in front of her.“Hi," Blanco greets her
and she flashes a smile at the camera, replying, “Hi" in
return.

In the post’s caption, he reportedly added, “Replying to Esme

Hermes in case TikTok doesn’t exist next week." Fans

couldn’t get enough, flooding the comments with

excitement. One follower even called it

“the greatest gift," while

another said, “If I was
as happy as she is I
would do anything to
keep him."

Before they were officially
a couple, Gomez and
Blanco were already

musical collaborators.

Their partnership began
3~ years ago when Blanco co-
s produced two hits from

‘ Gomez’s 2015 album
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Revival: Kill Em with
A SV Kindness and Same Old Love.
L VQ The duo also teamed up on the
TAa ./ . 2019 hit I Can’t Get Enough, a
collaboration featuring Tainy

and J

Balvin. In the music video, the pair
shared a quirky scene, with Gomez in cosy pyjamas and
Blanco dressed as a giant teddy bear.

Their most recent collaboration was in August 2023 with
Gomez’s single, Single Soon. Since then, their
connection has grown. In December 2023, Gomez
reportedly confirmed their relationship, subtly dropping
clues on social media, including a photo of herself
wearing a ‘B’ ring on her left ring finger, hinting at their
engagement.Earlier this month, the duo got engaged.

Rasha [hadani

Tamannaah Bhatia And Vijay Varma Dance To ‘Uyi
Amma’, Fans Go Crazy Over The Trio

aveena Tandon’s daughter Rasha Thadani has
officially stepped into the limelight with her =~ Amma, writing, “When Aaj Ki Raat meets Uyi Amma Z
ebut film Azaad. The film, which also marks ~ ?? -z

the debut of Ajay Devgn’s nephew Aaman Devgan, Despite the buzz around the debutants, Azaad has | ,
hit theaters this week following a star-studded special ~ struggled at the box office. According to reports, the ' 4% %7, 3
screening in Mumbai. Among Rasha’s many  film managed a modest opening day collection of ;f’ BN
cheerleaders is actress Tamannaah Bhatia, who has  ?1.5 crore, trailing behind Emergency, which earned &’,
been vocal about her support for the young star.  ?2.35 crore. Morning shows saw low occupancy at
Tamannaah even stole the spotlight at the Azaad  just 5%, though night shows improved slightly with
screening when she eagerly quizzed the
paparazzi about their thoughts on Rasha’s
song Uyi Amma, calling it “too good."Fans
were in for a treat when Tamannaah and Rasha
teamed up to groove to the upbeat Uyi Amma.
The video, shared by Rasha on Instagram,
showcases their playful chemistry and [
flawless expressions. While Tamannaah kept [
it casual in a hoodie and a no-makeup look,
Rasha added a nod to her debut film by
sporting a T-shirt that read “unstable girl." -
Their bond shone through, with Rasha
humorously referring to Tamannaah as her [
“adopted mom" during a recent interview. She
even joked that Tamannaah and her boyfriend Vijay
Varma had “adopted" her—a playful comment that
delighted fans.

The clip became even more entertaining with a cameo
by Vijay Varma, who surprised fans by singing a line
from Uyi Amma. The trio’s infectious energy won
over social media, with fans flooding the comment
section with love. “Three cuties in one frame!" wrote
one user, while another commented, “Two beauties
and so many expressions." A fan drew parallels

&)

26% occupancy. The film’s extensive promotional
efforts, which saw Rasha and Aaman attending events
across the country, aimed to generate excitement, but
the initial response has been underwhelming.Set "S54
against the backdrop of British India, Azaad explores  *¥
a politically charged era, featuring Ajay Devgn and - 5
Diana Penty alongside the debutants. Despite its slow &

start, fans of Rasha and Aaman remain hopeful for a , i
steady rise in popularity, fueled by the duo’s freshﬁ;y :

energy and star-studded connections. {0
e -
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Pankaj Tripathi Bows Down To
Wife Mridula With Folded
Hands On 21st Anniversary

fall head over heels for him. Celebrating 21

glorious years of togetherness with his wife,
Mridula, the Mirzapur actor proved why he’s not
just a fantastic actor but also the ultimate husband
goals. Pankaj and his wife celebrated their 21st
wedding anniversary on January 15,2025. Today,
Mridula shared a cute video from the celebration
on Saturday.In the video, Pankaj is seen bowing
down to Mridula with folded hands, leaving fans
absolutely emotional and in awe of his simplicity.
Dressed in his signature understated style, Pankaj
looked as grounded as ever, while Mridula,
donning a lovely traditional yellow suit. She
blushes at her husband’s gesture. The video also
shows Pankaj putting a ring on Mridula’s finger.
They hug and cut their anniversary cake together
while the guests cheer for the two. Their
daughter, Aashi Tripathi, also joined them.

P ankaj Tripathi just gave us another reason to

Pankaj and Mridula’s story is no less than a

Bollywood script. The duo met when Mridula
was in ninth standar and Pankaj was in 11th. Soon
they developed feelings for each other. They
feared their families will not accept their
relationship because she came from a higher
social standing.

They tied the knot on January 14, 2004, and since

then, it’s been a rollercoaster ride of love and
dreams fulfilled together. The Mimi star often
credits Mridula for being his rock and supporting
him during his struggling years. Pankaj Tripathi
gained prominence after featuring in Anurag
Kashyap’s Gangs of Wasseypur. He was recently
seen in Stree 2.Here’s wishing Pankaj and
Mridula many more years of love, laughter, and
love-filled moments.

Bigg Boss 18: Shilpa Shinde
Claims Vivian Dsena |s
‘Jealous’ Of Karan Veer, ‘Laadla
Word Ne Uski Band Baja Di’

¥
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igg Boss 18 finale is just a day away, and fans

are eagerly waiting to find out who will lift

the trophy this time around. Former Bigg
Boss winner Shilpa Shinde will be seen supporting
Karan Veer Mehra in today’s episode of the reality
show. In arecent interview, Shilpa also talked about
why she thinks Vivian doesn’t deserve to win. She
said that the makers calling him ‘laadla’ since the
beginning of the show ended up backfiring.

In an interview with Telly Talk, Shilpa Shinde said,

“Vivian mein toh Day 1 se Karan ke liye jealousy
dikh rahi thi. Day 1 se. (Since Day 1, Vivian has
been showing jealousy towards Karan)." She
further added that it seemed like Vivian did not
want Avinash Mishra and Eisha Singh near Karan
Veer Mehra. “If they had gone to him, he would
have been left alone, and he didn’t want that," said
Shilpa. She further added that Vivian doesn’t
deserve to win Bigg Boss 18. She said that she has
no personal issues with him, but is only speaking
based on the game. Meanwhile, she pointed out that
the entire industry is liking Karan Veer’s game.

Shilpa Shinde then said, “Makers ne usko (Vivian

Dsena) laadla bolke uski band bajaa di. (The
makers treated him like their favorite and that
ended up backfiring)." She said that Vivian had an
‘attitude’ from the beginning that he has done
shows on Colors, and that he is the favourite. “Main
laadla. Us chakkar mein usne kuchh nahi kiya. Na
uske paas humour tha, na uske paas baat karne ka
sense hai. Na fun hai. (He didn’t do anything. He
didn’t have any humor, no sense of talking, no
fun)," she said.

She further questioned, “Morning mein bhi.. .kiske

upar meherbaani kar rahe ho aap? Kyu? Bigg Boss
mein aakar aap kiske upar meherbaani kar rahe ho?
Aap show se apne aap ko bada maante ho. Itna
aapne kya kar liya? 1-2 shows ek hi channel ke?
(Even in the morning... who are you doing a favour
to? Why? You come into Bigg Boss and think
you’re above the show? What have you really
done? 1-2 shows on the same channel?).

She once again reiterated that being called ‘laadla’ by

the makers ruined Vivian’s game. “Bolte hai na
success har koi nahi handle kar paata. Toh Vivianka
wahaa panga ho gaya hai. (They say success is
something that not everyone can handle, and that’s
exactly what appened with Vivian)," she
concluded.Meanwhile, a promo of the upcoming
episode of Bigg Boss 18 also showed Shilpa Shinde
mocking Eisha Singh. Shilpa Shinde is the winner
of Bigg Boss 11, that aired from October 2017 to
January 2018.
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