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Lives, not machines:
Human cost of overwork

While Infosys founder Narayana Murthy keeps
advising the young generation—the bunch of
software engineers and other techno-managers—
to work for 70 hours a week, Larsen and Toubro
chairperson SN Subrahmanyan has begun to
plead for a 90-hour workweek, including
Sundays, to promote competitiveness and
efficiency.

Never mind that, as far as the findings of the
International Labour Organisation are concerned,
India ranks 13th among the world’s most
overworked countries! Furthermore, 62 per cent
of the Indian employees experience severe
burnout—three times the global average. And this
is one of the top occupational risk factors
contributing significantly to disease and early
death.Have these corporate bosses forgotten so
early the tragic tales of the death of Anna
Sebastian Perayil—a 26-year-old Ernst and
Young employee in Pune — because of work-
related stress? No, it is not an aberration. As the
‘Healthy Work Survey’ conducted by the US-
based Centre for Social Epidemiology reveals,
there are more than 1,20,000 deaths caused by
work stress every year in the world.There are
three reasons why we must resist this sort of
insensitivity, or the act of reducing a human being
into a mere ‘resource’ for enhancing the mythical
‘productivity’.First, as the kind of work most of
us are compelled to do for survival or economic
mobility, far from being inherently fulfilling and
creative, causes alienation, estrangement and
existential anguish.Converse with a software
engineer sitting in front of the laptop in a tiny
cubicle, fulfilling the ever-expanding ‘targets’
and, thereby, spending sleepless nights; engage
with an employee in a crowded bank, counting
cash from 9 am to 5 pm without a breathing space;
or, for that matter, talk to a delivery boy running
like a horse to supply — quickly and instantly —
what the affluent classes from their gated
societies order.It is quite unlikely that they will
say that they are happy with what they do. They
do it because they have to survive, pay the house
rent, give their medical insurance premium or
send their kids to schools.In fact, asking them to
work more, or to teach them the lessons of ‘hard
work’ is the worst form of psychic violence the
insensitive corporate elites can inflict on them.
The fact is that most of us are psychologically
wounded and feel extreme form of alienation and
boredom in our workplaces.However, for these
business tycoons, it seems, we are nothing but
mere ‘resources’, to be extracted continually till
we break down.Second, when these corporate
elites lecture on long working hours for India’s
economic prosperity, they safely forget to
mention that without distributive justice, the
nation’s prosperity will mean essentially the
prosperity of the select billionaires, or a tiny
section of the upwardly mobile professional class,
like techno-managers, doctors in private
hospitals, and real estate entrepreneurs. Thanks to
an Oxfam report, we know that the top 10 per cent
of Indian population holds 77 per cent of national
wealth. Is it, therefore, surprising that India has
185 billionaires — the third largest in the world
after the US and China? Keep your eyes open and
see the manifestations of this gross inequality.

For instance, while Narayana Murthy’s net worth is
not less than $520 crore, the estimated total
package for a fresher at Infosys is Rs 3-to-5 lakh
per annum. While the Ambanis can spend Rs
5,000 crore for their son’s lavish wedding, it is
exceedingly difficult for a construction worker to
earn more than Rs 700 per day, or a delivery boy
Rs 13,000 per month.Is it because they are lazy?
Or, is it because the system that the corporate
elites seek to hide is inherently violent and
exploitative?In this context, I must say that it is
equally important for people like us — I mean
middle class, university-educated professionals
who are complaining against this kind of long
working hours — to look at ourselves critically,
accept our hypocrisy and admit that we, too, do
not necessarily behave nicely, eg with the entire
brigade of domestic helps. Quite often, we

LESS than six months after a doctor’s horrifying

Budget shouldn’t disappoint as economy is on an even keel

The govt still has to keep financing capital investment and infrastructure. It should give up the thought that it can step back so that the private sector can take over.

THE Union Budget looks ahead for several key
pointers: signals for key sectors of industry and
agriculture; public investment in foremost
infrastructure sectors like electricity, roads and
railways; how the fiscal scene (the government's
own finances) is likely to fare during the year; and,
of course, the average citizen’s keenness to find out
if the income tax burden will go up or down.

With inflation under control and growth going steady
at 6 per cent plus, there is no serious concern over the
economy and the tax collection. There are, however,
some imponderables. Will we be able to keep buying
Russian oil at a decent price with US sanctions being
tightened?But the overarching concern and the
greatest imponderable is the way in
which the country and the world will
cope as the planet gets hotter and
extreme climate events like drought
and floods keep coming. And what it
will do to agriculture, from which
many poor people eke out an
existence.The expectation is that the
fiscal deficit in the coming financial
year will be pitched lower at 4.5 per
cent from the likely deficit in the
current fiscal of 4.8 per cent. This will
bring the number in line with the
medium-term fiscal goal. From this, it
is clear that we are looking at a small
realignment and not a serious
overhaul.As against this, a sharper
change will be sought and expected in
capital expenditure, seeking to take it
up by 12-13 per cent to Rs 11 lakh crore. This is
because where the capital spending goes matters a
lot to roads, highways and railways. Plus, there is an
expectation that interest-free loans for capital
expenditure will continue to be passed onto the
states so as to raise regional infrastructure
growth.Capital expenditure will be delivered
because the revenue part will be expected to coast
along evenly. This will be enabled by indirect taxes
growing at 8.8 per cent, with the GST (goods and
services tax) expected to grow by 10.5 per cent,
reflecting a resilient domestic consumption.Direct
tax revenue, in good part from taxes paid by
companies out of their profits, will grow healthily at
11.8 per cent as the base of companies will grow,
with the economy growing healthily and corporate
profitability remaining stable.With the economy

rape-murder at a state-run hospital in Kolkata
sparked a nationwide outrage, a district and
sessions court has sentenced convict Sanjoy
Roy to life imprisonment until death. Justifying
his decision to reject the CBI’s demand for the
death penalty, the judge has observed that the
crime did not fall in the “rarest of the rare”
category. The verdict has been given the
thumbs-down not only by the victim’s parents
but also by the ruling Trinamool Congress and
its main political rival in West Bengal, the BJP.
It’s obvious that the last word on this case has not
yet been said or written.Perhaps no other crime
has evoked so much anger and revulsion across
the country since the Nirbhaya gangrape-
murder of December 2012. A doctor duty-bound
to save the life of every patient entrusted to her 1

expected to remain on an even keel, let us examine
what individual industries have mentioned in their
wish lists as they have met government
representatives so as to build a castle firmly
anchored in the ground and not in the air. Technology
moves forward with funding and incentives for
research and development (R&D). The tech sector,
which is rolling in money, still seeks government
support as hugely important new sectors are
emerging, like artificial intelligence, block chain
and quantum computing. These can transform daily
life as well as businesses and enable future
growth.Right behind is the healthcare sector,
without whose robustness the people will not be

healthy or be able to provide the skills that will be the
sinews of technology. And the way to begin is at the
bottom, with rural healthcare facilities. These will
have to be revolutionised by telemedicine, which
will deliver better care at controlled costs.If we jump
to the top of the sector, the aspects we see before us
are pharmaceuticals and medical equipment. India is
already the global leader in affordable medicines,
which have to go up the ladder as new chemicals or
molecules are invented all over the world. These
must be made in India and these will have to be
offered at the village level itself, through
prescriptions generated by telemedicine. And there
will have to be cameras and scanners to capture the
images which will have to be generated. This will
need the government to help out.To transform
countryside education, it must go hand in hand with

Letdown for Abhaya

CBI must dig deeper into rape-murder case

healthcare. Students of high schools and colleges
should be able to access the digital knowledge world
and download e-books so that the age of the
photocopier is left far behind. The government must
to develop the IT backbone and take it to villages so
that youngsters can use their smartphones, which
will have to work as mini libraries. And, of course,
the smartphones will perform with signals from
towers or satellites.The need for power and signals
for smartphones brings us back to infrastructure.
Along with power, the villages will need roads,
which must lead to highways and railway lines so
that youngsters can easily go to coaching schools to
prepare for competitive examinations and those who
do well can go and live in towns where
better jobs are offered.In sum, the
government still has to keep financing
capital investment and infrastructure.

It should give up the thought that it can

step back so that the private sector can

take over. Here, the Budget will have a

critical role to play.In the old days, the

Budget presentation, through which

the country came to know about it, was

overblown. The country stopped to
pause to hear or see the Finance

Minister through radio or TV and the

media spent endless hours trying to

highlight a few aspects of the Budget.

This gave the minister a chance to do a

good bit of grandstanding.Today, the

Budget papers are released online,

allowing the media, analysts and
corporates to pore over the numbers quickly to come
to their conclusions.

But some ofthe mystique still remains, particularly for
the layman, who wants to know whether he will have
to pay more or fewer taxes and turns to the tax
accountant to find out if his tax bill will go up or not.
The layman forgets that since the time when
Manmohan Singh, as Finance Minister, transformed
the economy, incomes tax rates for individuals have
gone down. But the layman does not notice it as he
sees his tax bill going up and forgets that his income
has gone up much more. What he also does not notice
is that the present dispensation has introduced the
revolutionary GST regime, which has lowered taxes
that consumers have to pay through sales tax and
excise duty; he thinks he is paying a lot more as GST,
when, in fact, he is consuming a lot more.

was not regarded as the “rarest of the rare”. The
controversial judgment has left several questions
unanswered: Was this really a ‘lone wolf” incident?
If not, who were the convict’s accomplices and
what was their role in the crime? Has the CBI
thoroughly probed all aspects of the case? And
what about the lapses on the part of the hospital
. authorities?

Even as the CBI must get to the bottom of the matter,
the unsavoury political slanging match should be
avoided. Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has
claimed that had the case been handled by the
Kolkata Police, the death penalty would have been
a certainty. The BJP, in its turn, has demanded an
investigation into the alleged role of then Kolkata
Commissioner and the CM in the destruction of
vital evidence. This is an unfortunate turn of events.
One thing is clear: Abhaya deserves nothing less

care was sexually assaulted and killed; it was
undoubtedly an act of bone-chilling brutality.

Circumstantial evidence seems to have proved Roy’s guilt than complete justice. This must be ensured for the

beyond any doubt. Thus, it’s baffling that the Abhaya case

If)erStsiil;:rSe;}sl(e)nms to work even on holidays or in sake of every daughter of the nation.

B Empower CAPFs with designated roles for a safer India U

The CAPFs must have their own integral cadres, like the Coast Guard. The army, too, should yield control of the Assam Rifles.

The spurt in terrorist incidents in Rajouri-Doda-
Kathua last year was blamed on gaps in the security
grid caused due to pulling out of the army division for
the more pressing task of beefing up deployment to
combat the Chinese build-up on the northern border.
Even after this much-belated rebalancing, described
as RB-1.0, we have just around 30 per cent force level
deployed against China, our main adversary on the
northern borders. Out of the balance, 30-40 per cent
is deployed to combat the proxy war in J&K.

Notwithstanding the recent agreement on the
restoration of patrolling in Depsang and Demchok, it
is imperative to maintain vigil and enhance the
deployment levels. The army is reportedly working
on RB-2.0. The critical determinant for such
rebalancing is whether the designated forces — the
Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) and police —
would rise to the challenge and free the army for
addressing the primary challenge.The CAPFs, with
around 10,45,750 personnel, comprise seven
formidable forces for maintaining law and order,
internal security (IS) and counter-insurgency (CI)
and protecting the borders. They can be broadly
grouped as per their functions.The Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) is meant for industrial and
airport security. The Ministry of Railways also has a
75,000-strong Railway Protection Force (RPF). The
question is whether the overburdened Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) should give control of the
CISF to the designated ministries of aviation and
industry, like the RPF.The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) is mandated to beef up the state police
forces for maintaining law and order and internal
security. It was created as a reserve to the state police
forces. Besides the regular constabulary, most states
have around 10 armed police battalions, funded by
the Central government, with a shared understanding

on their deployment. These are also referred to as the
Rapid Action Force (RAF).Then, there are the Border
Security Force (BSF), the Indo-Tibet Border Police
(ITBP), the Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) and the
Assam Rifles (AR). Their mandate is border
management (BM).The Kargil Review Committee in
1991 had enunciated the principle of 'one border, one
force' for border management and it recommended
that the CRPF be dedicated for internal
security. Consequently, rationalisation was
attempted: the BSF for Pakistan and
Bangladesh, the ITBP for China, the SSB for
Nepal and Bhutan and the AR for Myanmar.

Each border has its own challenges. There is the
problem of narcotics delivery by drones in
Punjab, cattle and human trafficking on the
Bangladesh border and terrorist intrusions in
J&K.The Pakistan border is properly fenced
in the International Border (IB) sector and has
a modified fencing along the Line of Control
(LoC). The Bangladesh border is
approximately 80 per cent fenced, but it has
treacherous riverine and jungle stretches.
Except for the 60-odd km out of 1,643 km, the
border with Nepal, Bhutan, Tibet — the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) — and Myanmar is =
unfenced.Border management has two ===
categories: border guarding or patrolling on
settled borders and border defence on active frontiers
(LoC and LAC), where the BSF and ITBP work in
supportive role with the army.

The Assam Rifles is dual-tasked for the Myanmar
border and the counter-insurgency role in the NE. It is
paramilitary in nature as the officer cadre is from the
army on a deputation basis.The challenges of
managing internal security and counter-insurgency
are such that battalions of the CRPF, BSF, ITBP, SSB

and AR are deployed in Manipur, reflecting the fire-
brigade response of mustering whatever and
whoever is available.

The force mix in J&K is similar, though the Rashtriya
Rifles (RR), CRPF and J&K Police have become the
main components. However, the recent induction of
Assam Rifles units in J&K is indicative of the fire-
fighting approach. The reputation of the AR — the

original mainstay of North-East — has been
tarnished in Manipur. It is not only unfortunate but
also shortsighted. If there are black sheep in a force,
fix them by all accounts, but why trash the 189-year-
old legacy?The National Security Guard (NSG) or
Black Cat Commandos are on the other end of the
spectrum. They do specialised counter-terrorism
work, including hostage rescue.The combined
strength of the CAPFs and the armed police

battalions matches that of the army in numbers. They

also enjoy similar benefits in pay and perks and wear

a similar uniform. They have recently even created

similar sounding HQs, like the Command HQ,

further adding to confusion.The first and foremost

requirement is empowerment of the CAPFs for their

designated roles. It is predicated on the

implementation of the police reforms recommended
by the Prakash Singh Committee. They
have been duly reiterated by the Supreme
Court.While the states have not
implemented the suggested reforms, the
Union government can set the pace for
empowering the CAPFs and police in
states ruled by NDA governments.Next,
the CAPFs have roles that require
specialisation and force ethos. The use of
the CAPFs as a cadre management avenue
for senior ranks in the IPS needs to be
reviewed. Para-dropping in CAPFs at
apex ranks and shifting of DGs degrade
cadre cohesion. The CAPFs must have
their own integral cadres, like the Coast
Guard. The army, too, should yield control
ofthe Assam Rifles.

Regarding the border defence role, the BSF
on the LoC and the ITBP on the LAC
should operate under the undiluted
operational control of the army.

Additionally, the large-scale deployment of the CAPFs
for elections has impacted their availability for other
mandated tasks. The electoral process should be
made less dependent on the CAPFs, with the police
and Home Guards shouldering the challenge.

The influx of infiltrators as an electoral issue has
resulted in the counter-accusation that border
management is ineffective and porous.
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Sensex, Nifty start on a
weak note; HUL falls 3% in
early trade

New Delhi. The stock market opened lower on
Thursday as consumer goods, banking and energy
sector stocks dragged the benchmark indices down
despite IT stocks continuing to provide support and
gaining in early trade.The S&P BSE Sensex
declined 81.66 points to 76,323.33, while the NSE
Nifty50 was down by 17.55 points to 23,137.80 as
0f9:32 AM.

Dr. V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist,
Geojit Financial Services said that largecap
financials, IT and pharma can continue to support
the market on declines."There are two trends in the
market that deserve attention. One, institutional
activity is showing a consistent trend - sustained
selling by FIIs and sustained buying by DIIs. Two,
there is a trend towards quality - largecaps are
resilient while the broader market is weakening.
These two trends are likely to continue in the near-
term. Since the dollar index and US bond yields
remain high, FIIs are unlikely to turn buyers any
time soon. This will cap a rally in the market even
though the market is in an oversold zone," he
added.

Ten years of
underinvestment':
Germany's crisis-hit
economy casts shadow over
election

LUDENSCHEID. Auto industry jobs have long been
the lifeblood of the German town of Luedenscheid
but now, a trade union official says, the sector's woes
have sparked fears it will turn into an "open-air
industrial museum."Insolvencies and layoffs have
cast doubt on the town's future prosperity, echoing
wider anxieties in Europe's biggest economy as it
heads toward February 23 elections.Politicians are
scrambling for answers on how to turn around the
export-led economy, long the envy of the world,
which has shrunk for the past two years and faces
strong headwinds from China and the United States.

In Luedenscheid, a town of 70,000 in Germany's Ruhr
industrial heartland, the mood is glum after
autoparts-maker Gerhardi filed for bankruptcy in
November, threatening its 1,500 employees with
redundancy.Another supplier, Kostal, which makes
electronic components, has already relocated
hundreds of jobs to eastern Europe, and the future is
uncertain for those who remain."I'm too young to
retire but too old to find another job," said Petra
Baensch, 60, who has worked for 20 years as a
quality control technician at the firm. "It's a
terrifying situation."The IG Metall union's local
representative Fabien Ferber said that the region's
industry "has been promising prosperity to workers
for generations" but that this is "collapsing like a
house of cards."He said last year about 1,000 jobs
were lost among the region's car suppliers, which
make everything from electronic widgets to plastic
body parts.Ferber said many workers fear the town
could be "transformed into the world's largest open-
air industrial museum."Old model not working'

Some have voiced similar concerns about the wider
German economy, rattling off long lists of both
cyclical and structural problems.

Sebi moots mini SIPs at Rs
250 a month

Trump's tariff threat: India eyes lower
tariffs, higher imports, says report

The government is considering
options such as reducing tariffs,
trade deals, and importing more
goods from the US to negate the
tariff threat if it becomes a

reality.

New Delhi. Donald Trump's tariff threat
has been the talk of the town ever since his
campaign days. Now that Trump has been
sworn in as the 47th US President,
governments across the world are on the
lookout for ways to deal with the tariff
threat.The Indian government is
considering options such as reducing
tariffs, trade deals, and importing more
goods from the US to negate the tariff
threat if it becomes a reality, reported
Bloomberg.The government is evaluating
options to counter any trade actions a new

Perplexity Al CEQ calls Nandan Nilekani
'awesome’ but his Al stance 'wrong'

New Delhi Perplexity Al CEO and co-
founder Aravind Srinivas recently

shared a post on social media platform Srinivas even went on to say that he is

X, saying he does not agree with
Infosys co-founder and entrepreneur
Nandan Nilekani regarding the
approach Indian startups must take in
artificial intelligence (AI)
development.Srinivas called Nilekani
"awesome" for his contributions, such
as co-founding Infosys and playing a
key role in the development of the
United Payments Interface (UPI).
However, he has called Nilekani's
stance on Al development in India
"wrong".In a post on X, Aravind
Srinivas wrote: “To be clear: Nandan
Nilekhani is awesome, and he's done
far more for India than any of us can
imagine through Infosys, UPI, etc. But
he's wrong
ihttps://x.com/AravSrinivas/status/188
1978296675762632n pushing Indians
It may be noted that last year, Nandan
Nilekani advised Indians to avoid

India least vulnerable but Trump unpredictable
person: Martin Wolf on tariff threat

New Delhi Martin Wolf, Chief
Economic Commentator at the
Financial Times said that India is the
least vulnerable of all the countries
when it comes to Donald Trump's tariff
threat.Speaking to India Today News =
Director Rahul Kanwal on the sidelines
of the World Economic Forum in

ch

TechCry

"l am ready to invest a $1 million

US administration may take
and officials have drawn out
multiple scenarios to address a
potential widening of India's
$35.3 billion trade surplus with
the US, as per sources cited in
the report.

Among the possibilities are
boosting purchases of US
whiskey, steel, and oil, as well
as lowering tariffs on products
like bourbon and pecan
nuts.India was the US's largest
trading partner last financial
year, data from India's
commerce ministry shows.The
government is planning to
reduce duties on the goods that
are imported to India which are
of political importance to the Republican
Party, said the report citing one of the
sources.The government is looking to
avoid any direct confrontation with the
US while also positioning itself to
capitalise on any opportunities arising
from the US-China trade war.Bloomberg

creating LLMs and focus more on
building practical Al applications.

ready to invest $1 million personally
for Al development in India.

personally and 5 hours/week of my
time into the most qualified group of
people that can do this right now for
making India great again in the context
of AL" he said."Consider this as a
commitment that cannot be

backtracked. The team has to be
cracked and obsessed like DeepSeek
team and has to open source the models

capable of ISRO-like feet for
Al.Moreover, he said, "So,  hope India
changes its stance from wanting to
reuse models from open-source and
instead trying to build muscle to train
their models that are not just good for
Indian languages but are globally
competitive on all benchmarks."

threat and the attempt of Trump to
weaken the BRICS, he said that the
new US President does not like the
growing power of the BRICS
nations."He sees the BRICS as a
vehicle for Russian and bubble
Chinese power and influence. And the
more they coordinate because they're

had earlier reported that the PM Modi-led
government is planning to take back at
least 18,000 illegal Indian immigrants
from the US as a strategy to help pacify
the Trump tariff threat.India has always
been open to the legitimate return of
undocumented Indians to their country,
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar

said on Wednesday, noting
that New Delhi is still in the
process of verifying those
from the US who can be
deported to India and the
number of such individuals
cannot be determined yet.

"As a government, we are
obviously very much
supportive of legal mobility
because we do believe in a
global workplace. We want
Indian talent and Indian skills
to have the maximum
opportunity at the global
level. At the same time, we are
also very firmly opposed to
illegal mobility and illegal
migration," Jaishankar told a
group of Indian reporters in the US.

The minister was responding to a query on
news reports that India is working with
the Trump administration for the
deportation of some 1,80,000 Indians in
the US who are either undocumented, or
have overstayed their visas.

Stallion India share
price: Stock lists at 33%
premium over IPO price

New Delhi Stallion India Fluorochemicals Limited

with MIT license," he
added.to ignore model
training skills and just focus
on building on top of existing
models. Essential to do
both.”Earlier, Srinivas had
said, "Re India training its
foundation models debate: 1
feel like India fell into the
same trap I did while running
Perplexity. Thinking models
are going to cost a s*** ton of
money to train. But India
must show the world that it's

the

made a strong debut on the stock exchanges on
Thursday, listing at a premium of over 30% over
its IPO price of Rs 90.Stallion India shares opened
at Rs 120 on both the National Stock Exchange
(NSE) and the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE),
translating to a premium of 33%.

"Trading Members of the Exchange are hereby
informed that effective from January 23, 2025,

equity shares of Stallion India

Fluorochemicals Ltd (Scrip Code: 544342) are
listed and admitted to dealings on the Exchange in
the list of "T" Group Securities. For further details
please refer to the notice no. 20250122- dated
January 22,
Fluorochemicals Limited said in an exchange
filing.The TPO got an overall subscription of
188.32 times. The bidding was led by the NII
category, which subscribed the IPO 422.35 times.
QIB category saw bids of 172.93 times while the
retails section was booked 96.81 times for
Stallion India IPO.Stallion India TPO opened for
subscription on January 16 and closed for bidding
on January 20 and aimed to raise Rs 199.45
crore.Allotment for the IPO was finalised on

2025," Stallion India

January 21,2025.
SHOULD YOU HOLD OR SELL?

Davos, Wolf shared that Trump is an
unpredictable person."I think that of the
countries that are vulnerable to Trump,
major countries, India is the least
vulnerable. So there I'm with you. But
Trump is an unpredictable person. He
could be the best buddy of yours one
day, and you're out the following day,"
said Wolf.He further talked about how
India remains to gain from the Trump
administration as, by and large the new
US President is expected to not have
good terms with China."It's pretty clear
that the general orientation will be

big together, the more it weakens the

American position. So he wants to

fragment these, and I think he'll work
quite hard to fragment them, to fracture
them," said Wolf.The economic expert
also suggested that Trump might offer
India a deal in his attempt to weaken the
BRICS."For India, there are things to
think of in both sides. You want to be in
every important place. So India might
decide, and you might do something
different. I can imagine Trump going to
India. Say, let's do a great deal together.
You leave the BRICS," said Wolf.

Stallion India Fluorochemicals Limited is engaged
in the business of selling Refrigerant and
Industrial Gases and related products.The
company's primary business includes debulking,
blending and processing refrigerant/industrial
gases, and selling pre-filled cans and small
cylinders/ containers."The company has strong
market recognition, and it has a track record of
strong financial performance. The company made
a good stock market debut, listing for Rs. 120 per
share, a significant 33% premium over its issue
price of Rs. 90. Those who took part in the initial
public offering (IPO) may book profit and hold
with a stoploss of 105," said Shivani Nyati, Head
of Wealth at Swastika Investmart Ltd.

China moves to hoost lunguishing markets by
ordering funds to invest more in shares

MUMBAL. Seeking to increase financial inclusion
among the under-served sections and inculcate the
habit of systematic saving, capital markets
regulator Sebi has proposed that fund houses
launch sachet-sized systematic investment plans
(SIPs) starting Rs 250.These small-ticket SIPs
would be offered at lower costs but the discounted
rates would apply only for three plans per investor.

According to Sebi’s consultation paper, released on
Wednesday, the scheme is to help small investors
who are new to the mutual fund industry.
Therefore, existing investors and those who opt for

hostility to China, and that's an
opportunity that the Indian government
and India can still exploit," said
Wolf.However, he also suggested
caution in trying to leverage the 'China
Plus One' opportunity and said,
"Though perhaps the Indian
government should think about how
successful can we afford to be, because
maybe Mr Trump at some stage will
turn on us."Talking about the tariff

Z
%
large SIPs would be excluded.The proposal caps
annual investment at Rs 50,000 per investor, per
mutual fund, without PAN. However, Aadhaar
verification is mandatory.Investors are expected to
make a commitment for five years (60
instalments), though there will be no restriction on
closing the plan early.The paper also suggests
ways to help the asset management companies
(AMCs) to recover the additional costs they incur
by subsidizing these sachet-sized SIPs. It says the
AMCs can be compensated from the investor
education and awareness fund maintained by the
mutual fund industry. Sebi estimates that AMCs
will be able to break even within two years.
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Officials told reporters in Beijing
on Thursday that beginning this
year mutual funds should
increase holdings of onshore
stocks, called A-shares, by at
least 10% a year over the next

three years.

BANGKOK. The Chinese government is
trying to encourage people to spend
more by ensuring that share prices will
rise, ordering pensions and mutual
funds to invest more in domestic stocks
to help jolt its languid markets out of the
doldrums.Officials told reporters in
Beijing on Thursday that beginning this
year mutual funds should increase
holdings of onshore stocks, called A-
shares, by at least 10% a year over the
next three years.Commercial insurance
funds will have to put 30% of their
annual new premium revenue into share
markets beginning this year, they said.

"This means that at least several hundred
billion yuan of long-term funds will be
added to A-shares every year," said Wu

Qing, chairman of the China Securities
Regulatory Commission.The
announcement followed a meeting of
top financial officials including
ministries in charge of pensions and the
central bank."Implementing the plan's
various measures will further enhance
the equity allocation capacity of
medium- and long-term funds, steadily
expand the scale of investment, improve
the supply and structure of funds in the
capital market, and consolidate good
conditions for the capital market's
recovery," Wu said.The ruling
Communist Party announced this move

just ahead of China's biggest holiday of - /

the year, the Lunar New Year, which
begins on Wednesday, Jan. 29. It's a time
when families tend to splash out on food
and travel and little red packets of
money for children and young adults, a
time of wishes for good fortune.Markets
in Hong Kong and Shanghai rose early
Thursday after the announcement, with
the Shanghai Composite index gaining
1.4%. The Hang Seng in Hong Kong, a
market linked to limited trading by
mainland Chinese investors, shed early
gains, edging 0.1% lower.China's share
markets are huge but they hit their peak
value before the 2008 global financial

crisis and have meandered well below
that level since. A lack of gains in share
prices, along with falling housing
prices, has discouraged Chinese
families from spending, slowing
consumer demand and economic
growth.So far, the government's efforts

to get people to spend more and save

less have had mixed success. An
initiative to promote purchases of
energy efficient vehicles and appliances
by paying subsidies to people who turn
in their old versions of such items has
boosted sales of such products. But
share prices had traded stubbornly
within a narrow range after a brief-lived
rally late last year.Wu said pension
funds will be required to revamp how

they assess their performance and
companies will be encouraged to
conduct more share buybacks and pay
higher dividends to give shareholders
better returns."This is a very important
institutional breakthrough for the entry
of medium- and long-term funds into the
market. It can be said that it has
solved a problem that has been
unsolved for many years," he
added.Sell-offs by major
shareholders and high market
volatility have handicapped the
Chinese markets, Lei Meng, a China
equity strategist at UBS Securities,
said in a commentary Thursday.So,
"the willingness of long-term
investors to participate in the stock
market has dwindled," Lei said. "The
proposal of market value
management reform directly
addresses this issue because it is directly
related to investors' sense of gain."But
such moves have often failed in the past,
since they attempt to override prevailing
market sentiment by fiat." As we've seen
in the past, such efforts can be likened to
attempting to kindle a fire with damp
wood — often proving ineffective and
short-lived," Stephen Innes of SPI Asset
Management said in a commentary.
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Ahead of Republic Day, SFJ sends ‘threat’ e-
mails to Delhi schools: “stay home, stay safe’

A senior police officer said the authenticity of the emails sent to Delhl school about Republic Day is being verified.

New Delhi. Four days ahead of Republic Day,
several schools across Delhi received an
email allegedly from the banned pro-
Khalistan group, Sikhs for Justice (SFJ),
urging them to suspend participation in
Republic Day celebrations.

In a “direct and urgent directive” email
allegedly sent by the group, it said, “SFJ is
taking decisive action to prevent President
Murmu from unfurling the Tiranga as a
protest against the Indian Constitution,
which erases identity and perpetuates
systemic oppression.”

Further mentioning “the high risk of violence
and state retaliation”, the email sender
instructed Delhi’s schools to suspend
participation in the Republic Day
celebration and refrain from sending
“students or staffto any R-Day events.”

“Ensure families are informed to keep their
children at home on January 26.
Participation in Republic Day events poses
a grave threat to the safety of students and

Revamped building to more
manpower: Panel’s advice ahead
of change of guard at Lampur
Detention Centre

New Delhi. A Revamped building, training jail staff,
coordination with security personnel, use of technology,
an increase in manpower, and a better drainage system:
These are some of the recommendations made by a
committee formed by the Home Department to oversee
the change of guard at the Lampur Detention Centre in
Delhi’s Narela, it is learnt. The committee was formed
after the Ministry of Home Affairs asked the Home
Department to take charge of the detention centre and
bring it under the prison administration.

The six-member committee was formed in the third week
of December after which multiple visits were made to the
detention centre to oversee the issues for a better
understanding. The recommendations were submitted to
the Home Department on Monday. In December, the
MHA had suggested that the overall charge of the
detention centre should be given to the Home
Department under which the prisons in Delhi also fall.
The reason behind the move was the similarity in the
nature of work and a more streamlined approach.

Currently, the Lampur Detention Centre is run by the
Social Welfare Department of the Delhi government,
along with other agencies such as the Foreigners
Regional Registration Office (FRRO) and the Central
Reserve Paramilitary Force (CRPF), which is in charge
of the security of the premises. Once the Home
Department decides on the recommendations, the
process to officially handover the charge of the detention
centre to the prison administration will begin. Senior
officials said it will be decided in the coming months if
the handover will begin first, or the execution of the
recommendations.

“We made some recommendations about the state of the
building, allocation of funds, and training of officials
since our men are trained as per Delhi Prison rules and
for prisoners. The sewers are choked and the drainage
system needs to be improved. Technology is another
aspect that we are looking into,” said an official who is
part of the committee. The official added that the work
would approximately take three-four months.

MF Hussain painting row: Delhi
court reserves order on plea
against art gallery

New Delhi. Patiala House Court on Tuesday reserved its
order on an application secking FIR against the Delhi
Art Gallery and its directors for displaying two
controversial paintings created by celebrated painter
MF Husain on Hindu deities.

Delhi police informed the court on Tuesday that the said
paintings portraying Hindu deities in a controversial
manner by artist MF Husain have been seized. This was
after the court had earlier directed the seizure of the
paintings. In an application filed by the complainant for
direction to the investigation officer (IO) to seize the
paintings in question, the court had on Monday (January
20) directed him to seize the said paintings and file a
report on Wednesday. On Tuesday, the court also

considered the action

taken report filed on
behalf of the 10, the
court noted that as per
the report, the officer
has already seized

CCTV footage and the

network video

recorder (NVR) of the

Delhi Art Gallery.

It was further stated that a list of paintings was provided by
Delhi Art Gallery in which the art pieces in question are
mentioned. It was maintained in the inquiry report that
the exhibition was held in a private space and the said
paintings were only to display the original work of
authors/artists.

On December 18, the court allowed an application filed
for production and preservation of CCTV footage from
all the cameras installed at the exhibition gallery located
at22A, Windsor Place, Connaught Place, New Delhi.

The investigation officer was directed to preserve the
CCTYV footage of December 4, 2024 between noon and
01.00 pm and produce the same before the court on the
same date. The complainant in the case is a lawyer,
Amita Sachdeva, who had earlier, through a social
media post, said that she clicked photos of offensive
paintings at the Delhi Art Gallery and also filed a
complaint.

staff. It is your responsibility to prioritise
their well-being on symbolic involvement
in state-sponsored celebrations. Delhi has

New Delhi. Congress treasurer Ajay |

Addressing a press conference,

been warned. Stay Home, Stay Safe,” the
email read. A senior police officer said while
the authenticity of the emails is being

verified, the Delhi Police are investigating
the matter to find the source. “We are on
high alert for any potential disturbances
surrounding Republic Day festivities,” the
officer added.

The Indian Express contacted the Delhi Police
spokesperson for comment and is awaiting a
response.Earlier this month,
Police apprehended a 16-year-old student of
a private school who was reportedly
connected to a group which had allegedly
been sending bomb threats via email to
several schools for many months.

Madhup Tewari, Special Commissioner of
Police (Law and Order), said on January 14,
“From February 12 last year, a series of
mails were sent to various schools.

The juvenile had sent around 400 mails and
was involved in the case wherein 250

the Delhi

schools received the mail on the same day in

May. The motive is unclear as mails were
also sent on days when there was no
examination in the schools.”

Congress’s Ajay Maken hits out at AAP
govt for not tabling CAG reports

Addressing a press conference, Maken claimed to have access to the CAG reporis that are yet to be tabled in the

Delhi Assembly. “According to one CAG report, there has been o scam of Rs 382.52 crore in the health sector.

Maken accused the Delhi
government of suppressing a CAG
report on the status of healthcare
facilities in the city, which, he said,
alleged there had been a scam of Rs
382.52 in the crucial sector.

Maken claimed to have access to the
CAG reports that are yet to be tabled
in the Delhi Assembly. “According
to one CAG report, there has been a
scam of Rs 382.52 crore in the health
sector. While (AAP chief) Arvind
Kejriwal gives statements that his
government completed work ahead of
deadlines, and saved money, the Delhi
government has built only three
hospitals in 10 years, work on which
was started during Congress rule. The
total cost overrun was Rs 382.52
crore,” Maken claimed. He claimed
that CAG inspections were held in four

hospitals

Janakpuri Speciality Hospital.

Criticising the AAP government for not

tabling the CAG reports for discussion
in the Delhi Assembly, Maken said,
“Kejriwal came to power against
corruption and in the name of
eradicating corruption but never
allowed the 14 CAG reports detailing

—Lok Nayak Hospital,
Chacha Nehru Children’s Hospital,
Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality and

his and his government’s
corruption to be made public on
the floor of the Vidhan Sabha.”
Maken also said the CAG report
speaks about the delay of five
years in the construction of the
Indira Gandhi Hospital and an
extra cost of Rs 314.9 crore spent
in building it. The AAP,
meanwhile, said the Congress
was echoing the BIP’s
allegations. “The Congress
appears to function as the BIP’s
auxiliary, merely echoing allegations
crafted in BJP headquarters against
AAP. Congress turns a blind eye to
official CAG reports exposing rampant
corruption in BJP-ruled states. The
Congress and BIP should officially
declare they are contesting elections
against AAP in an alliance,” the party
said in a statement.

Really stabbed or acting: Maharashtra

Mumbai. Maharashtra Minister
Nitesh Rane questioned the attack
on Bollywood actor Saif Ali
Khan, asking whether the
incident was genuine or if the 54-
year-old actor was "just acting".

Saif Ali Khan was discharged from
Mumbai's Lilavati Hospital on
Tuesday, five days after the attack *
on him by an intruder.

Speaking during an event in Pune,
Rane said, "When I saw Saif Ali Khan
after he was discharged, 1 doubted
whether he was really stabbed or just
acting.”

He further accused the opposition
leaders of expressing concerns over
an actor only when "a Khan is in
trouble". He questioned why NCP
(SP) leader Jitendra Awhad or
Baramati MP Supriya Sule came out
in support of the late Bollywood actor
Sushant Singh Rajput. "Supriya Sule

is worried about Saif Ali Khan,
Shahrukh Khan's son and NCP leader
Nawab Malik. Have you ever heard
her being worried about any Hindu
artist," he said.

Khan was hospitalised on January 16

after being stabbed by an intruder
who had entered the actor's flat with
the intention of stealing. The intruder
was identified as Mohammad
Shariful Islam Shehzad, a
Bangladeshi national, who was

=
=

minister questions Sulf Ali Khan attack

arrested from Thane.

Rane said, "Earlier, Bangladeshis
used to stay at the Mumbai port,
but have now started entering
houses as well. Maybe they had
come to take him away."
Notably, Shehzad entered Saif
Ali Khan's house on January 16

; reportedly with the intention of

‘ committing theft. However, the

situation escalated when he was
spotted by a house help in the room of
the actor's younger son, Jeh. The staff
raised an alarm, prompting Saif to
confront the intruder. During the
altercation, the actor was stabbed
multiple times, including a serious
wound near his spine. Saif was rushed
to Lilavati Hospital, where doctors
performed immediate surgery to take
outa piece of knife lodged in his back,
as well as to stop leakage of spinal
fluid.

Navy gears up for 76th Republic Day parade,

women Agniveers to debut with band

The Navy's marching contingent will
comprise 144 young personnel including

officers and sailors. representing a ""Mini
India" with personnel from 17 states and

Union Territories.

New Delhi. Just four days before the 76th Republic
Day, the Navy showcased its meticulous
preparations for the mega parade, reflecting a
blend of discipline, diversity, and dedication
under the leadership of Lieutenant Commander
Sahil Ahluwalia.The contingent is offering a
glimpse into the Navy’s pivotal role in
safeguarding the nation’s maritime interests.

AMINIINDIAIN UNIFORM

The Navy’s marching contingent will comprise
144 young personnel including officers and
sailors, representing a "Mini India" with
personnel from 17 states and Union Territories.

With an average age of just 25 years, these
personnel have undergone two months of
rigorous training to perfect their performance for
the grand parade. The contingent is poised to
highlight the Navy’s commitment to excellence
and unity in diversity.

NAVAL POWER ON DISPLAY THROUGH
TABLEAU

This year’s Navy tableau is a vivid representation
of India’s maritime prowess and its pivotal role in
the nation’s progress and prosperity. It will
feature INS Surat, INS Nilgiri and INS
Vaghsheer, the latest addition to India’s fleet,
showcasing indigenous advancements in
warship, frigates and submarine construction.

The tableau underscores the Navy’s
multidimensional capabilities, which are
instrumental in shaping India’s maritime future.

AFIRSTFORTHE NAVY BAND

Adding a historic feather to this year’s parade, the
Navy band will include six women musicians,
who are Agniveers, for the first time, breaking
traditional barriers. The band, comprising 80

musicians, will perform synchronised
compositions, symbolising harmony and
professionalism.

The Navy’s Republic Day presentation not only
highlights its operational strength and
technological advancements but also its
commitment to inclusivity and innovation.

Ram Gopal Varma convicted in
cheque hounce case, non-

hailable warrant issued

Mumbai. A day before Bollywood film director
Ram Gopal Varma announced the making of his
latest venture "Syndicate" a court in Mumbai
convicted and sentenced him to three months of
simple imprisonment in a cheque bounce case.

The Andheri Magistrate court had scheduled the
verdict in the cheque bounce case for Tuesday. It
had been hearing the case for the past seven years.
However, Varma remained absent from court.
Thus, the Magistrate ordered the issuance of a
standing non-bailable warrant (NBW) against
Ram Gopal Varma for his arrest. Varma was
convicted of an offence punishable under Section
138 of the Negotiable Instruments Act, which
penalises the dishonour of a cheque. This includes
cheques that are dishonoured due to insufficient
funds or that exceed the amount arranged to be
paid.Varma has also been directed to pay
compensation of Rs 3.72 lakh to the complainant
within three months or suffer simple imprisonment
for three more months.

WHAT IS THE CASE?

A case of cheque bounce was initiated by a company
named Shree through one Maheshchandra Mishra
in2018. The case was against Varma's firm.

While Trump seals the wall, India grapples
with illegal immigration. Here's why

Both India and the US
have faced a massive
challenge from illegal
immigration. US
President Donald
Trump has taken
radical measures to
secure the southern
border and prevent
illegal immigration.
This is why India has
found it challenging
to fence its border
with Bangladesh, the
source country of
illegal immigrants.

New Delhi. Hours after taking over on January
20 as the 47th American President, Donald
Trump imposed a national emergency on the
US' southern border with Mexico. On his
orders, the US has started deploying troops
along the border with Mexico, which he said
was meant "to repel the disastrous invasion” N
of the US. Trump has also vowed to conduct
what would be the biggest deportation drive S5
of illegal immigrants in American history. &
The American experience with illegal =+=
immigration has similarities with the
challenge that India faces. However, India
has been grappling with these challenges on a
different scale. Its attempt to fence a part of
the Indo-Bangla border was prevented by
Bangladesh Border Guards (BGB) recently.
Just one example would suffice to show the
magnitude of the problem. A Bangladeshi
illegal immigrant not only made it to India,
he travelled 2,000km and broke into actor
Saif Ali Khan's house, in a posh Mumbai
locality. In India's case, the menace of illegal
immigration primarily emanates from

has taken this up as a priority.

The Pentagon on Wednesday said it started
deploying 1,500 active duty troops on its
southern border. Trump has also moved to
end birthright citizenship for the children of

Bangladesh, with which it shares a 4,096-
kilometre-long porous border. According toa
2016 government estimate, there are around
20 million illegal immigrants residing in
India. The US has around 11.7 million illegal,
undocumented residents, according to a July
2023 estimate. Trump, who made illegal
immigration one of his key campaign issues,

<

* illegal or temporary migrants who would

4:,: be born in the US. The new

administration has also intensified local-

level raids and searches in cities with
significant migrant populations, Reuters
reported. The contrast in the US' action
and India's situation was highlighted by
strategic thinker and commentator

Brahma Chellaney on X, where he

pointed out, "There are more illegally

settled Bangladeshis in India than illegal
aliens in the US".

The scale and impact of "illegal migration of
millions" into India was also flagged by Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar on Tuesday. He
identified "demographic disruption" as a
serious threat to India that he said has now
grown to "unmanageable dimensions".

After the August 5 ouster of Bangladesh PM
Sheikh Hasina, which resulted in turmoil in
the country, there has been a massive
increase in attempts at illegal immigration
into Assam, according to Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma.
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Yemen's Houthi rebels
release crew of commercial
vessel seized in Red Sea in

November 2023

DUBALI. Yemen's Houthi rebels said Wednesday they
released the crew of the Galaxy Leader, a vehicle
carrier seized in November 2023 at the start of their
attacks on shipping in the Red Sea corridor over the
Israel-Hamas war.The move by the Iranian-backed
Houthis marks their latest effort to de-escalate their
attacks following a ceasefire in Gaza. It also comes
as U.S. President Donald Trump likely weighs
whether to reinstate a terrorism designation he made
on the group that had been revoked by President Joe
Biden.The rebels said they released the sailors after
mediation by Oman, a sultanate on the eastern edge
of the Arabian Peninsula that's long been an
interlocutor with the Houthis. Oman did not
immediately acknowledge the release, though an
Omani Royal Air Force jet took a flight to Yemen
earlier Wednesday and took off again about an hour
after the Houthi announcement.The Houthis also
said Hamas separately requested the release of the
ship's crew of 25, who included mariners from the
Philippines, Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine and
Mexico.“This step comes in support of the ceasefire
agreement in Gaza,” the Houthis said in a statement
onrebel-controlled SABA news agency. Vessel's link
to Israeli billionaireThe Houthi rebels said they
hijacked the Galaxy Leader over its connection to
Israel. They then had a campaign targeting ships in
international waters, which only stopped with the
recent ceasefire in Israel's war on Hamas in the Gaza
Strip.A representative for the Galaxy Leader's
owners had no immediate comment on Wednesday.

The Bahamas-flagged vessel is affiliated with an
Israeli billionaire Abraham ‘“Rami” Ungar, who is
known as one of the richest men in Israel. The Houthi
attack on the Galaxy Leader saw the rebels launched
a helicopter-borne raid. Propaganda footage of the
raid has been played constantly by the Houthis, who
even shot a music video aboard the ship at one
point.On Monday, the Houthis signaled they now
will limit their attacks in the Red Sea corridor to only
Israeli-affiliated ships after a ceasefire began in the
Gaza Strip, but warned wider assaults could resume
if needed.However, it likely won’t be enough to
encourage global firms to reenter the route that’s
crucial for cargo and energy shipments moving
between Asia and Europe.

Juishankar US Visit: EAM
Expresses Concern Qver
Attack On Indian Consulate
In San Francisco, Calls It
'Very Serious Matter'

EAM Jaishankar In US. Expressing concern over the
attack on the Indian consulate in San Francisco,
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar dubbed it a
“very serious matter”. He said that India expects
accountability for the incident and those responsible
to be held accountable.While speaking at a press
conference in Washington DC on Wednesday (local
time), the EAM said, "The arson attack on our
consulate in San Francisco is a very, very serious
matter, and it is something for which we expect
accountability. We would like to see that people who
did it are held responsible".Futher, Jaishankar also
stated that "he had a brief discussion on Bangladesh"
with US Secretary of State Marco Rubio, but didn't
share any further details at the presser. "We had a brief
discussion on Bangladesh...I don't think it's
appropriate. I get into more details," he said.Notably,
the Consulate General of India in San Francisco was
attacked on March 19, 2023, by a group of assailants
who committed criminal trespass, damaged public
property, and attacked officials of the
Consulate.Before this attack, on the same day, some
attackers attempted to set the Consulate building on
fire by sprinkling inflammable substances early in the
morning. A video surfaced on social media in which
suspected pro-Khalistani protestors were seen
gathering outside the Indian consulate in San
Francisco, shouting slogans and heckling staff as they
abandoned the diplomatic mission.

Charge South Korea's Yoon With
Insurrection, Abuse Of Power:
Investigators

Seoul, South Korea.South Korean investigators
recommended Thursday that impeached President
Yoon Suk Yeol be charged with insurrection and
abuse of power, as they handed over the results of
their probe into his ill-fated declaration of martial
law to prosecutors.The official charges against Yoon
were "leading an insurrection and abuse of power",
the Corruption Investigation Office said after a 51-
day probe into his December 3 attempt to suspend
civilian rule.The CIO said it "decided to request the
Seoul Central District Prosecutors' Office file
charges against the sitting President, Yoon Suk Yeol,
in connection with allegations including leading
insurrection".Yoon had "conspired with the former
Minister of National Defense and military
commanders on December 3, 2024," it said.

The leader, currently suspended from duties, "declared
martial law with the intent to exclude state authority
or disrupt the constitutional order, thereby inciting
riots".Under the South Korean legal system, the case
file of the suspect -- identified as "Yoon Suk Yeol:
president” -- will now be handed to prosecutors, who
have 11 days to decide whether to charge him, which
would lead to a criminal trial. The prosecutors' office
has "complied with the CIO's request for a case
transfer," the investigators said. Yoon was arrested in
a dawn raid last week on insurrection charges,
becoming the first sitting South Korean head of state
to be detained in a criminal probe.
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Mexican border states prepare migrant shelters
as Trump begins depor’ruhon campaign

CIUDAD JUAREZ. Mexico raised
sprawling tents on the U.S. border
Wednesday as it braced for President
Donald Trump to fulfill his pledge to carry
out mass deportations.In an empty lot tight
against the border with El Paso, Texas,
cranes lifted metal frames for tent shelters
in Ciudad Judrez.Enrique Serrano, an
official in Chihuahua state, where Ciudad
Juarez is located, said the tents erected for
Mexican deportees were just the initial
phase of a potentially larger operation, and
something authorities would scale up if the
number of migrants gathering on the border
continued to mount.He suggested migrants
from other countries expelled from the U.S.
would be relocated to Mexico City or
southern regions of Mexico as they've done
previously.Workers begin the installation
of a temporary shelter for possible
deportees from the United States, in Ciudad

Wednesday.Nogales,

Mexico — across from Nogales, Arizona

— announced that it would build shelters

on soccer fields and in a gymnasium. The

Juarez, Mexico,

Tuesday night,

border cities of Matamoros and Piedras
Negras have launched similar efforts. At a
border crossing in Tijuana, Mexico, on
one man shouted to
journalists that he was being deported in a
group that was arrested that morning in
farm fields near Denver. Another man said
he was in a group that had been brought
from Oregon. Everyone carried their
belongings in a small orange bag.Neither
man's account could be independently
confirmed.The number of people deported
Tuesday was lower than the daily average
of about 500 last year, Mexican President
Claudia Sheinbaum noted at her daily press
briefing. And many border shelters that
have long offered refuge to migrants
remained comparatively empty to the
soaring levels of migrants seen just a year
before.Still, heads of those migrant shelters
like José Maria Garcia, director of the
Tijuana shelter Movimiento Juventud 2000
were bracing for what could come.“Mass
deportations in the United States and the
arrival of thousands of migrants from the

Elon Musk clashes with OpenAl CEO Sam Aliman over
Trump-supported Stargate Al data centre project

WASHINGTON. Elon Musk and
OpenAI CEO Sam Altman are publicly
clashing over the Stargate artificial
intelligence infrastructure project, a
venture heavily promoted by President
Donald Trump. The feud, rooted in a
longstanding rivalry between the two
tech billionaires, is now testing Musk’s
influence within Trump’s
administration. Trump announced the
Stargate initiative on Tuesday, a joint
venture involving OpenAl, Oracle, and
SoftBank, with plans to invest up to
$500 billion. The project aims to
develop advanced AI technology
through new data centers and
renewable energy infrastructure,
starting with an initial private
investment of $100 billion. Trump
described the venture as “a resounding
declaration of confidence in America’s
potential” under his
leadership.However, Musk, a close
adviser to Trump and the head of a
government cost-cutting initiative,
questioned the wvalidity of the
investment. “They don’t actually have
the money,” Musk wrote on his social
platform, X. “SoftBank has well under
$10 billion secured. I have that on good
authority.” Altman responded

Wednesday, refuting Musk’s claims
and inviting him to visit the first
construction site in Texas. “This is
great for the country. I realize what is
great for the country isn’t always
what’s optimal for your companies, but
in your new role, I hope you’ll mostly
put (America) first,” Altman wrote,
using an American flag emoji.

The conflict stems from a years-long
dispute that began during Musk and
Altman’s time on OpenAl’s board.
Musk, an early investor in OpenAl,
sued the company last year, accusing it
of abandoning its nonprofit mission to
prioritize profits. He has since
escalated his legal claims, seeking a
court order to halt OpenAl’s
transformation into a for-profit entity.
Ahearing is scheduled for February ina
California federal court.Musk, who
launched his own Al company, Al, last
year, has accused OpenAl and its
partner Microsoft of creating unfair
competition. Microsoft has provided
substantial computing resources for
OpenAI’'s Al systems, including
ChatGPT. Al is reportedly building its
own data center in Memphis,
Tennessee, to compete with OpenAl’s
infrastructure.Stargate has been in

development for several months. Tech
news outlet The Information first
reported on the project in March 2024.
Crusoe Energy Systems, along with
energy tech firm Lancium, announced
alarge Al data center in Abilene, Texas,
last July, powered by renewable energy
sources.

The project, initially described as a
multibillion-dollar investment, has
now been revealed as the first phase of
Stargate.Abilene Mayor Weldon Hurt
said construction began about nine
months ago, with the project expanding
far beyond initial expectations. Oracle
co-founder Larry Ellison confirmed
that the Abilene facility is the first of 10
planned data centers, with the
possibility of growing to 20. The
region’s energy resources, including
solar, wind, oil, and gas, make it an
ideal location for the development.

Missing from Trump’s announcement
was Microsoft, a longtime OpenAl
partner that has invested billions into
its Al infrastructure. Microsoft is
reportedly involved in Stargate
alongside Nvidia and Arm but
emphasized that its OpenAl
partnership is evolving to focus on
research and model training.

Trump threatens to withhold US government aid
for LA if California doesn't change water policies

WASHINGTON. US President Donald
Trump on Wednesday threatened to
withhold federal disaster aid for
wildfire-ravaged Los Angeles unless
California leaders change the state's
approach on its management of water.

In a Fox News interview, Trump repeated
false claims that the state's fish
conservation efforts in the northern part
of the state are responsible for fire
hydrants running dry in urban areas.

He says the blame for Los Angeles'
struggles to tame some of the deadly
fires lies with Democratic Gov. Gavin
Newsom, a political foe who has called
for partnership and mutual respect as
the state fights the blazes.I don't think
we should give California anything
until they let the water run down,"
Trump said.The president leveled the
threat as he prepares for the first
presidential trip of his second term. On
Friday, he will visit Southern California
in addition to western North Carolina,
which is recovering after Hurricane
Helene pummeled the area more than

three months ago.Trump in the
interview also called for reform of the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency, claiming it is "getting in the
way of everything.""I'd rather see the
states take care of their own problems,"
he said. He did not elaborate on his
proposed reforms, only saying that the
agency is "going to be a whole big
discussion very shortly."In other
developments for the new
administration, Trump met Wednesday
with a small contingent of the most
politically endangered House
Republicans as the party struggles to
agree on a strategy for implementing
the tax cuts and other priorities that it
promised voters. The meeting happened
as Trump tried to advance other
priorities during the first week of his
second term. Roughly 160 aides at the
National Security Council were sent
home while it is determined whether
they align with Trump's agenda. The
Pentagon has begun deploying 1,500
active-duty troops to support border

security efforts."The American people
have been waiting for such a time as
this," said Karoline Leavitt, the White
House press secretary.Stephen Miller, a
top Trump adviser, met with Senate
Republicans to update them on plans
for deportations and reinstating Title
42, apolicy that was put in place during
the coronavirus pandemic to stop
border crossings.Although
Republicans control the White House
and both chambers of Congress, they
have only thin majorities on Capitol
Hill, and there are disagreements on
how to move forward with so many
issues on the table.Trump's meeting
unfolded amid a series of private
"listening sessions" with House
Speaker Mike Johnson, whose ability to
unite his conference will be sorely
tested in the weeks and months ahead.
Trump has held his own dinners with
Republican lawmakers at Mar-a-Lago,
and he's preparing to address them next
week at their private retreat in Doral,
Florida.

south could overwhelm the city of Tijuana
and other border cities, creating a crisis,” he
said.Though quickly ramping up
deportations — as Trump pledges — faces
logistical and financial challenges.The
Mexican government is building nine
shelters in border cities to receive
deportees. It has said that it would also use
existing facilities in Tijuana, Ciudad Juarez
and Matamoros, to take in migrants whose
appointments to request asylum in the U.S.
were canceled on Inauguration
Day.Sheinbaum has said that Mexico will

give humanitarian aid to migrants
from other countries whose asylum
appointments were cancelled, as well
as those sent to wait in her nation under
the revived policy known as Remain in
Mexico. Mexico wants to eventually
and voluntarily return them to their
nations, she has said.Mexican Foreign
Affairs Secretary Juan Ramoén de la
Fuente and the new U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio held their first
telephone conversation in their new
positions.“It was a very good
conversation, very cordial, they talked
about migration and security issues,”
Sheinbaum said.After pledging to
dramatically shift border and immigration
policies, on Monday Trump scrapped the
program known as CBP One that allowed
asylum seekers to schedule appointments
on their phones before arriving at the
border, providing a degree of order. On
Wednesday, the Pentagon announced it was
sending up to 1,500 active-duty troops to
the border.

U.S House passes immigrant
detention bill that would be
Trump's first law to sign

WASHINGTON. The Republican-led House on
Wednesday gave its final approval to a bill that requires
the detainment of unauthorised immigrants accused of
theft and violent crimes, marking the first legislation
that US President Donald Trump can sign as Congress,
with some bipartisan support, swiftly moved in line
with his plans to crackdown on illegal immigration.

Passage of the Laken Riley Act, named after a Georgia
nursing student who was murdered last year by a
Venezuelan man, shows just how sharply the political
debate over immigration has shifted to the right
following Trump's election victory.

Immigration policy has often been one of the most
entrenched issues in Congress. Still, a crucial faction of
46 politically vulnerable Democrats joined with
Republicans to lift the strict proposal to passage on a
263-156 vote tally."For decades, it has been almost
impossible for our government to agree on solutions
for the problems at our border and within our country,"
Senator Katie Britt, an Alabama Republican, said.

She called the legislation "perhaps the most significant
immigration enforcement bill" to be passed by

Congress in nearly three decades.Still, the bill would
require a massive ramp-up in US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement's capabilities, but it does not

include any new funding.Meanwhile, the new
president has launched a slew of executive orders
intended to seal off the border of Mexico to
immigration and ultimately deport millions of
immigrants without permanent legal status in the US.

On Wednesday, Trump also cancelled refugee
resettlement while his administration signalled
intentions to prosecute local law enforcement officials
who do not enforce his new immigration policies.

Republican congressional leaders have made it clear they
intend to follow suit, though their toughest challenge
will be finding a way to approve the funding actually to
implement Trump's hard-line plans."What he's doing is
kick-starting what will ultimately be our legislative
agenda," said House Speaker Mike Johnson.House
Republicans initially passed the legislation last year
with support from 37 Democrats in a move that was
intended to deliver a political rebuke to then-President
Joe Biden's handling of the southern border.

Over 50,000 under evacuation orders or warnings as
wildfire imperils homes north of Los Angeles

CASTAIC, Calif. More than 50,000 people
were under evacuation orders or warnings
Wednesday as a huge and fast-moving
wildfire swept through rugged mountains
north of Los Angeles, but fire officials said
a rapid ground and air assault was giving
them the upper hand.The Hughes Fire
broke out in the late morning and within six
hours charred about 15 square miles (39
square kilometers) of trees and brush near
Lake Castaic, a popular recreation area
about 40 miles (64 kilometers) from the
devastating Eaton and Palisades fires that
are burning for a third week.Though the
region was under a red flag warning, winds
were not as fast as they had been when

allowing for

firefighting aircraft to dump tens of
thousands of gallons of fire retardant.“The
situation that we’re in today is very

different from the situation we were in 16

days ago,” Los Angeles County Fire Chief

Anthony Marrone said Wednesday

evening.There were no reported homes or

other structures burned.“This fire had a

robust response today, and as you can see

those fires broke out,

behind us, the responders are domg great
work to try to contain this fire," Joe Tyler,

director of Cal Fire, said. “Certainly, we
are not out of the woods yet.”More than
31,000 people have been ordered to
evacuate, and another 23,000 are under
evacuation warnings, LA County Sheriff
Robert Luna said.Parts of Interstate 5 that
had been closed started to reopen
Wednesday evening.A 30-mile (48-
kilometer) stretch of the major north-south
artery had been closed for emergency
vehicles, to move equipment and to prevent
accidents due to smoke billowing across
the freeway. Crews on the ground and in
water-dropping aircraft tried to prevent the
wind-driven fire from moving across the
interstate and toward Castaic.Marrone said
that because winds were not as strong as
they were two weeks ago, aircraft crews
were able to drop fire retardant on the south
side of the fire, where the flames were
moving, he said.Winds in the area were
gusting at 42 mph (67 kph) in the afternoon
but were expected to increase to 60 mph (96
kph) by later in the evening and Thursday,

the National Weather Service said on the
social platform X.Kayla Amara drove to
Castaic's Stonegate neighborhood to
collect items from the home of a friend who
had rushed to pick up her daughter at
preschool. As Amara was packing the car,
she learned the fire had exploded in size
and decided to hose down the
property.“Other people are hosing down
their houses, too. I hope there's a house here
to return to,” Amara said as police cars
raced through the streets and flames
engulfed trees on a hillside in the
distance.Amara, a nurse who lives in
nearby Valencia, said she's been on edge for
weeks as major blazes devastated Southern

California.“It’s been stressful with those
other fires, but now that this one is close
to home it's just super stressful,” she
said.To the south, Los Angeles officials
began to prepare for potential rain even
as some residents were allowed to return
to the charred Pacific Palisades and
Altadena areas. Gusty weather was
expected to last through Thursday and
precipitation was possible starting
Saturday, according to the National
Weather Service.“Rains are in the forecast
and the threat of mud and debris flow in our
fire-impacted communities is real,"
Supervisor Kathryn Barger said during a
Wednesday morning news conference.Fire
crews were filling sandbags for
communities while county workers
installed barriers and cleared drainage
pipes and basins.Red flag warnings for
critical fire risk were extended through 10
a.m. Friday in LA and Ventura counties.
Officials remained concerned that the
Palisades and Eaton fires could break their
containment lines as firefighters continue
watching for hot spots.
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Love new India's fearless,
selfless approach in T20s:
Sanjay Manjrekar

New Delhi. Former India cricketer turned
commentator Sanjay Manjrekar has praised
the Indian T20I side for their fearless and
selfless cricket after their dominating win
over England on Wednesday, January 22.
India thrashed England by seven wickets in
the first T201 of the five-match series at Eden
Gardens, Kolkata.The Men in Blue bundled
out the visitors for 132 in 20 overs and went
on to chase down the target in just 12.5 overs,
putting on a belligerent display of batting.
Following India’s comprehensive win,
Manjrekar was full of praise for the Indian
side as he was left in awe of their fearless and
selfless approach.“Loving this from New
India! No fear cricket. No fascination for
individual 50s etc. Selfless cricketer always
a dangerous cricketer in T20s.
#INDvENGonJioStar,” wrote Manjrekar on
his X account.Varun Chakravarthy was
adjudged Player of the Match as he spun a
web around England's batting and derailed
their innings in the middle overs. The wrist
spinner continued his marvellous form ever
since his comeback to the national side in
October 2024 and got the big scalps of Jos

Buttler, Harry Brook and Liam Livingstone.

Later in the chase, openers Sanju Samson and
Abhishek Sharma got the team off to a
terrific start, adding 41 runs in 4.2 overs.
While Samson was dismissed for 26 (20),
Abhishek went on to score 79 (34) and
helped India chase down the modest target in
just 12.5 overs.

India's golden run in T20Is in recent times

Meanwhile, Captain Suryakumar Yadav has
continued India’s fearless approach to
batting started by former captain Rohit
Sharma during the T20I World Cup 2024.
Under his leadership, the youngsters have
been given full freedom to go after the
opposition right from the first ball itself.

The move has worked wonders for the team as
India have become the most feared side in
the world since their T20 World Cup 2024
triumph. The Men in Blue have won 13 out
of 16 matches so far since July 2024 and have
won four series on the trot. The Suryakumar
Yadav-led side will look to continue their
unbeaten run in the shortest format by
emerging victorious in the ongoing series as
well.

SA20: Sunrisers Eastern
Cape beat Pretoria Capitals
for third consecutive honus

point win

NEW DELHI. Defending champions
Sunrisers Eastern Cape registered a 52-run
victory over the Pretoria Capitals to claim a
third consecutive bonus point win on
Wednesday evening.With 15 points, the
Sunrisers are still in third position, and the
Capitals are still in fifth place with nine
points.After being reduced to 53/5 following
an outstanding early burst by Capitals
seamer Eathan Bosch (3/33) and new
Australian signing Jason Behrendorff, the
back-to-back winners had to demonstrate
their character.Also See: ICC Champions
Trophy 2025

With 26 wickets, Bosch has surpassed former
captain Wayne Parnell as the Capitals' top
wicket-taker, breaking his previous record of
24.In order to get to 149/7, the Sunrisers
needed a captain's innings, and Aiden
Markram delivered with a powerful 68 not
out off 55 balls.Liam Dawson (25 off 11
balls) and Marco Jansen (24 off 24 balls)
provided Markram with bottom order
support to shift the tide in the home team's
favor.With a superb new-ball spell, Jansen is
quickly emerging as a leading candidate for

SA20 Season 3 Most Valuable Player
(MVP).

With the help of Richard Gleeson (1/22), the
lanky left-arm seamer destroyed the Capitals
top order with figures of 3/7, leaving the
visitors inruins at 28/4.

Rookie Keagan Lion-Cachet, 22, showed that
he has the talent and disposition to thrive at
this level after the Capitals gave him his
SA20 debut.

Also See: Champions Trophy Schedule 2025

Together with Marques Ackerman, the right-
hander scored 28 to give the Sky Blues some
hope.

New

ILT20: Zaman, Amir power Desert Vipers to
10-wicket victory over Sharjah Warriorz

we-The Desert Vipers attained a
dominant 10-wicket win over the
Sharjah Warriorz in ILT20's third
season, with Mohammad Amir taking
four wickets and Fakhar Zaman
scoring an unbeaten 71. Zaman and
Alex Hales's aggressive start led the
Vipers to a comfortable chase,
solidifying their top position in the
rankings at Dubai International
Stadium.

NEW DELHI. The Desert Vipers returned

to winning ways at the third season of

ILT20, outperforming the Sharjah
Warriorz and winning by a commanding

10-wicket margin on Wednesday at the

Dubai International Stadium.

Mohammad Amir's four-wicket haul and
Fakhar Zaman's undefeated 71 helped the
Desert Vipers sail to a decisive victory that
solidified their top spot in the

rankings.Alex Hales got the Desert Vipers

Southee for three fours.

off to a terrific start with a barrage of Also See: 2025 Champions Trophy

boundaries, and they wasted no time in With some clean hitting, Zaman stepped in,
taking aim at Bangladeshi pacer Junaid
Siddique in his opening over. He sliced
him away for a boundary after crossing the

their pursuit. Within the first two overs, the
team sped to 20/0 after he hit Adam Milne
for a maximum and then clobbered Tim

Ranji Trophy: Rohit Sharma fails on comeback
after 9 years, falls cheaply vs J&K

New Delhi India captain Rohit Sharma failed
on his Ranji Trophy comeback as he got
dismissed cheaply against Jammu &
Kashmir on Thursday, January 23 Sharad
Pawar Cricket Academy BKC, Mumbai.
Rohit was dismissed for 3 (19) by Umar
Nazir Mir and failed to impress on his return
to India’s premier domestic first-class
competition.

Rohit’s Ranji comeback was eagerly
anticipated by his fans and pundits after he
confirmed his availability to play for
Mumbai. However, the opening batter
didn’t look comfortable at all at the crease
playing and missing a number of deliveries.
The opening batter looked desperate to get
some bat on the ball as he chased after a few
wide deliveries as well. His struggling knock
ended on 3 (19) as he got a leading edge
while trying to pull Umar Nazir Mir and got
caught inside the circle. As a result, Rohit
didn’t have a memorable return to Ranji

Trophy leaving Mumbai reeling after
captain Ajinkya Rahane opted to bat
first.Earlier, Yashasvi Jaiswal also departed
cheaply, getting dismissed for 4 (8) as he got
caught behind against Auqib Nabi Dar. Both
openers returned to the pavilion, leaving the
defending champions on 12/2 after 5.5 overs

as Ajinkya Rahane walked in to join
Hardik Tamore at the crease.

Rohit's poor run in Tests in recent times

Rohit made himself available for Ranji
Trophy following new directives by the
BCCI (Board of Control for Cricket in
India) which has made it mandatory for
players to participate in domestic cricket
while not on national duty. The India
captain has been in poor form in the
longest format of late as he scored 619
runs from 14 matches (26 innings) at an
average of 24.76 with two hundreds and
as many fifties.

He recently scored just one half century in
India’s nine-match-long Test season and
even dropped himself from the playing XI
for the fifth Test against Australia in Sydney.
Hence, Rohit will be eager to find his form
back ahead of the ICC Champions Trophy
2025 set to begin from February 19.

Yuvraj Singh’s Witty Applause Lights Up Abhishek
Sharma’s Explosive Knock Against England

New Delhi The Eden Gardens in Kolkata
witnessed a night of cricketing magic on
January 22, as India secured a commanding
seven-wicket win against England in the
opening T201 of the five-match series. Amid
the cheers and fireworks, the spotlight shone
brightly on Abhishek Sharma, whose
scintillating 79-run knock off just
34 balls etched a memorable
chapter in the annals of Indian §
cricket.Adding a touch of humour §
and nostalgia to the post-match
celebrations, Indian cricket
legend Yuvraj Singh took to
social media to praise the young
opener. Yuvraj, known for
mentoring Abhishek during his
formative years, delivered a
playful yet heartfelt compliment,
saying, “Good start to the series |
boys! Great tone set by our
bowlers and well played sir
[Abhishek]! I'm impressed you
hit 2 boundaries down the ground
as well.”The pressure was mounting on
Abhishek Sharma as he stepped onto the
field. With just 256 runs from 13 T20Is and
inconsistent performances, critics were
questioning his place in the squad. Calls for
his replacement with rising stars like
Yashasvi Jaiswal and Shubman Gill had
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grown louder. But on this crucial night,
Abhishek silenced his detractors in
emphatic fashion.

His innings began cautiously, letting Sanju

Samson set the early pace. But when Samson
fell in the fifth over, Abhishek unleashed a

barrage of strokes that left the English
bowlers scrambling for answers. Smashing
eight sixes and five boundaries, Abhishek
reached his fifty in just 20 balls, making it
the second-fastest T20I half-century by an
Indian against England, behind only Yuvraj
Singh’s iconic 12-ball fifty in 2007.

The Yuvraj-Abhishek Connection
The parallels between Abhishek’s

performance and Yuvraj Singh’s legendary

feats weren’t lost on fans or the cricketing

fraternity. Yuvraj’s mentorship has been

pivotal in shaping Abhishek’s career, and the
young batter’s calculated aggression
bore the hallmarks of his mentor’s
guidance.

Yuvraj’s witty remark about Abhishek
hitting boundaries “down the ground”
instead of relying solely on aerial shots
showcased the camaraderie between the
two while subtly acknowledging
Abhishek’s technical growth as a batter.

India’s Chase: A Dominant Display

Chasing a modest target of 133, India faced
early jitters with the dismissals of captain
Suryakumar Yadav for a duck and
Samson for 26. However, Abhishek’s
explosive knock and a crucial 84-run
partnership with Tilak Varma steadied
the ship. Varma played the perfect

supporting role, contributing an unbeaten
24, while Abhishek’s heroics ensured India
wrapped up the chase in just 12.5 overs.This
victory not only gave India an early lead in
the series but also reinforced their batting
depth, with Abhishek emerging as a
potential match-winner.

stump, and then he hit a stunning pull shot
for four more.Zaman appeared to have a
straightforward goal: to prevent the
bowlers from settling in. He was in his
rhythm. He pursued Ashton Agar and
used a huge slog sweep to strike him for a
huge six. The Desert Vipers scored 47 runs
after five overs when the Pakistani
batsman sprinted down the track for the
following delivery and smashed it clean
past the pitcher. The Sharjah Warriorz
were 18/4 at the same point in the first
innings.As the required run rate fell below
three runs per over and the Desert Vipers'
batters reveled in the middle, the disparity
in batting became apparent. Hales was
content to take a backseat while Zaman
gave it his best.Using all his strength, he
muscled the ball over long on and into the
stands as he targeted Siddique once again
in the seventh over. Shortly after, Zaman
reached his second half-century of the
season in 30 balls.

The Desert Vipers would eventually hunt
down the target, but Zaman sped up the
process by hitting Agar for six with a
brilliant slog-sweep and then finishing the
match with a six over long-on.

D Gukesh dethrones Ajrun
Erigaisi to become highest-
ranked Indian in FIDE Rankings

New Delhi. World champion D Gukesh has

continued his rise in chess as he went past
compatriot Arjun Erigaisi to become the
highest-ranked Indian in the latest FIDE
Rankings on Thursday, January 23. Gukesh
went past Erigaisi to take the 4th spot in the
latest rankings as Erigaisi slipped to No.5. The
18-year-old achieved the feat when he got his
second win in the Tata Steel Masters in Wijk
Aan Zee in the Netherlands as he beat Vincent
Keymer of Germany.

Gukesh, who was conferred the Khel Ratna

award recently, has amassed 2784 rating
points, while Erigaisi slipped to 2779.5 rating
points. Erigaisi was the highest-ranked Indian
for a long time and achieved a career-best
rating of 2801, making him only the second
Indian after Viswanathan Anand to go past the
2800 threshold. This also made the 21-year-
old the 15th highest-rated player in history.

However, Erigaisi's recent performances
haven't been up to the mark.Erigaisi had gone
to the World Rapid and Blitz Championship in
New York, hoping to secure a Candidates
berth, but had to come back home empty-
handed in the end. The 21-year-old is also
having a rough time in the ongoing Tata Steel
Masters, having got just one point so far.

Norway's Magnus Carlsen continues to be the

undisputed world No.l with 2832.5 points,
followed by United States' Grandmaster
Hikaru Nakamura with 2802. Fabiano
Caruana, with 2798 points, is in the third spot.

Gukesh continues to shine
Since beating Ding Liren to become the world

champion, Gukesh has continued to shine.
The 18-year-old had missed the World Rapid
and Blitz Championship in New York as he
had returned home to take part in festivities
and functions after his win in Singapore
against Liren.Gukesh's return to the board saw
him edge past Anish Giri with a win after a
rough start to proceedings. He then drew his
second-round game against Slovenia's
Vladimir Fedoseev. The 18-year-old was held
to a draw in round 3, before bouncing back
against Keymer.

Mohammed Shami is bowling like a 22-year-

old: Arshdeep

«India pacer Arshdeep Singh
downplayed any fresh injury
concerns for Mohammed Shami after
the veteran bowler was not named in
the playing XI for the first T201
against England in Kolkata.

Delhi  Star pacer Arshdeep Singh
reassured fans that there was no need to
worry about Mohammed Shami's fitness
after the veteran bowler was left out of India's
playing XI for the first T20I against England
in Kolkata. Arshdeep dismissed any fresh
injury concerns surrounding Shami and
instead heaped praise on the 33-year-old,
likening his bowling to that of his younger
self.

Meanwhile, Arshdeep starred in Shami's

absence to become India's highest wicket-
taker in T20Is and help the hosts outclass
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England by seven wickets in the first T20I on
Wednesday."Just yesterday, I was talking
about the same thing with Shami Bhai
because when he was bowling, the way the
ball was coming out of his hand was
absolutely amazing. With every delivery,
you would say, "Wow, how can such an
incredible ball come out of someone's hand

like this!" Just wait for a few more days, and
you'll get to see that bowling, and you’ll
enjoy it a lot. The way the ball is coming out
ofhis hand makes it look like the 22-year-old
Shami Bhai is bowling again," Arshdeep
Singh said in the post-match interview with
JioCinema.Shami was seen bowling at the
side nets, targeting the stumps ahead of the

downplays fresh injury concerns

first T20I. However, Indian skipper
Suryakumar Yadav confirmed that Shami's
comeback would be delayed after opting to
bowl at the toss. Despite heavy strapping on
his left knee, Shami had bowled at full tilt
during all of India's practice sessions.Fans
and cricket experts then questioned Shami's
fitness, saying if the swelling in his left knee
after rigorous sessions continued to trouble
the veteran pacer. Suryakumar had
confirmed in the pre-match press conference
that Shami was fit."It's always good to have
an experienced bowler in your side, and he is
making a comeback after over a year. I am
really excited to see him. I have witnessed
his journey—what he did at the NCA, how
he focused on his bowling and recovery. It's
great to see him fit and back in the side,"
Suryakumar said on Tuesday.Shami himself
said that he was eager to make India
comeback. "The hunger to play for the
country should never end. If you love it, you
will always fight back, no matter how many
injuries you face," Shami said at a Cricket
Association of Bengal event.
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Is Excited For Ekta Kapoor's Web
Series Paurashpur 4: ‘Can’t Wait
For It To Go On Floors’

herlyn Chopra is excited for Ekta Kapoor’s highly anticipated web

series Paurashpur 4. The series has garnered a massive fanbase since its

debut. As the fourth installment prepares to go on to floors, Sherlyn has
expressed her excitement about being part of the bold show.Sherlyn shares,
“Well, I am super excited for this series and I can’t wait for it to go on floors
soon. As a filmmaker, Ekta Kapoor has always had faith in my ability and
such trust coming from a visionary personality like her makes a big
difference. I have truly done my best and I will continue doing my best in this
series and I can’t wait for the filming of the upcoming season to start!
Looking forward to all the love and warmth!"

The dynamic director/producer Ekta Kapoor has always had a strong belief
and conviction in Sherlyn’s potential as an actress and no wonder, the diva
has delivered hit series in the past with her like Paurashpur 2 in 2023 and
Paurashpur 3 in 2024. Ever since the success of Paurashpur 3 in 2024, fans
have been waiting eagerly for Sherlyn and Ekta to collaborate for Paurashpur
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4. In the third season, Sherlyn played the dual roles of Maharani Snehalata
and Bhaumika in this series. Paurashpur received mixed reviews from all
+ quarters with the viewers calling the storyline pathetic.

& On the other hand, some lauded the series appreciating Shilpa Shinde’s acting

_ prowess. The series stars an ensemble cast of Aaryan Harnot, Annu Kapoor,

Milind Soman and others.Sherlyn talked more about this series in an

exclusive interview . She said, “This is like my re-birth and I am thankful to

- Ekta Kapoor who thought that I am worthy enough to be the face of

Paurashpur-2.

have always been yearning to do good work where I could showcase my

acting skills and that is when this series came to me. When I was offered this

role, [ asked myself, “What do I have in common with her?"

According to Sherlyn Chopra, she shares a lot of qualities with this character.
She added that when someone calls her ‘Rani’, she tells them to address her
as ‘Maharani’. The Paurashpur actress said that her character is someone
who knows her worth. Just like the character, Sherlyn considers herself
nothing less than a winner.

Samantha Ruth Prabhu's ##

Selfie Has Keerthy Suresh's Attention

: ; outh sensation Samantha Ruth Prabhu is dealing with ~ her resolutions, just two weeks into

several health complications lately. The actress, however, ~ 2025. On January 16, Samantha shared a reel
is keeping her fans updated regarding her journey to  on her Instagram account, inspiring countless .
recovery. Despite the joint pain and muscle aches, Samantha  fans that she ain’t giving up on her goals instead %
ensured she stayed fit and sweated it out at the gym regularly,  she is “trying something different" this year.In the '
.

their daily routine. Well now, just weeks after getting  inside her bed. Following this, she could be seen in
recovered, the actress visited Chennai for some unknown  agreen athleisure outfit doing some exercises ata
reason. She dropped a picture on her social media, deckedup ~ gym using equipment like dumbbells and s
in her true glam avatar.In the picture, she donned a translucent  kettlebells, among others. -
white short kurta-style top with a matching bralette. Ditching Coming to Samantha Ruth Prabhu’s
heavy accessories, she adorned herself with some layered,  professional life, the actress was
sleek gold pendants. The sheer glow on her face with curly ~ most recently seen in the Prime
hair made her look stunning as usual. Video Series Citadel: Honey
Bunny. Playing Honey alongside
Varun Dhawan aka Bunny, the
series received a positive
response from the audiences. It
premiered on the streaming
platform on November 6 and is
aprequel to the US adaptation,
Citadel, starring Priyanka
Chopra and Richard Madden.
Moving on, Samantha has a
number of potential projects
lined up in her pipeline. The
actress is all set to grace the
screens with Raj & DK'’s
fantasy action series, Rakt
Brahmand — The Bloody
Kingdom. She will be seen
sharing screen space with
Aditya Roy Kapoor,
) ) Ali Fazal, Wamiqa
Sharing the picture of her gorgeous avatar on Instagram,  Gabbi and Nikitin
Samantha penned, “Chennai for a minute, feelings were felt!!"  Dheer. The diva also
While many flocked to the comment box to shower  has Atlee’s directorial
appreciation for the actress, Keerthy Suresh mentioned,  AAA, co-starring Allu
“Adaaasollaveeeilla!! [Needless tosay!!]" Arjun and Kim
Samantha was recently diagnosed with Chikungunya. The  Kardashian in her
actress has not let the disease dampen her spirit and let go of ity

inspiring fans to put all excuses aside and include workoutsin ~ reel, the Citadel actress was first seen cosily tucked é

Bhagyashree's Daughter Avantika
Dassani Reveals Chilling Details
Of Bomb Threat During Flight
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the daughter of popular actress Bhagyashree,

recently shared a detailed account of a terrifying
bomb threat that disrupted her flight from Goa to
Mumbai. The incident, which took place on January
13, 2025, involved a malicious tip-off that led to a
lengthy and tense delay at Goa Airport. Dassani,
who was onboard the flight, described the terrifying
uncertainty that loomed over the passengers during
the six-hour ordeal. The flight, initially scheduled
to land at 10:30 p.m., was grounded due to
extensive security measures, and after thorough
checks by airport authorities, the bomb threat was
ultimately deemed a hoax.Recalling the ordeal,
Avantika Dassani told Hindustan Times,
“Interestingly, it was the pilot’s first flight. So, it
started off on that happy note. But before we landed,
some of the air hostesses seemed to be in a little bit
of panic. They opened our baggage and try to
identify something. We thought it was some co-
passenger who needed their bags."She added,
“When we landed, that gates weren’t opening, and
we were kept waiting for about an hour. Outside the
window, we could see all of these cop cars and there
were ambulances, cars with the lights and stuff like
that. We started wondering what’s going on, and
then the pilot said there was some slight safety
concern. When they finally opened the gate, they
made us take out all our hand luggage and placed it
at a centre. We waited for about an hour to get our
stuff back and our terminals were changed mid-air.
When we reached the gate, another checking and
screening happened. They even took handwriting
tests from us all. It took about three to four hours.
So, a flight which was supposed to take 45 minutes,
lasted close to five hours."

Avantika further said, “I’d rather have them take time
and follow protocol than cut corners." When asked
what was going on in her mind during this time?
“Honesty, I had been reading that there have been
an increase in the numbers of such fake stories.

Deepika Padukone,
Ranveer Singh And Shahid
Kapoor’s Padmaavat To
Re-Released On THIS Date

S £\

In a harrowing turn of events, Avantika Dassani,

anjay Leela Bhansali’s magnum opus

Padmaavat, starring Deepika Padukone,

Ranveer Singh, and Shahid Kapoor, is all set to
make a grand return to theaters. The iconic period
drama is being re-released on January 24, 2025. To
note, Padmaavat remains one of the most visually
stunning and commercially successful films in
Indian cinema.

Viacom18 Studios took to their Instagram handle and
shared the news. “Witness the epic tale on the big
screen again. #Padmaavat in cinemas on 24th
January," read the caption. Fans were also quick to
react. One of the fans wrote, “Ufff...waiting."
Another wrote, “Waiting." The epic historical
drama, based on the poem Padmavat by Malik
Muhammad Jayasi, tells the tale of Rani
Padmavati’s legendary beauty, her defiance
against the ruthless Sultan Alauddin Khilji, and her
unyielding courage. Bhansali’s visionary direction
and lavish production design captured audiences’
imaginations worldwide, earning the film critical
acclaim and a massive fan following.

Upon its original release in 2018, Padmaavat became
a cultural phenomenon, not only due to its
extraordinary visual appeal and memorable
performances but also because of the passionate
responses from its audiences. Deepika Padukone’s
portrayal of Rani Padmavati, Ranveer Singh’s
fiery turn as the villainous Khilji, and Shahid
Kapoor’s portrayal of Raja Ratan Singh were all
lauded. The film also sparked discussions on its
grandeur, craftsmanship, and powerful
storytelling.

Padmaavat, tells the story of a Rajput queen.
However, several right-wing organisations
objected, claiming Bhansali was distorting
historical facts. As a result, the filmmaker and his
sets were repeatedly attacked, including a physical
assault on Bhansali himself during filming at
Jaipur’s Jaigarh Fort.

In a recent interview with The Hollywood Reporter
India, Bhansali opened up about these challenges,
explaining how he maintained his resolve
throughout the ordeal. “During Padmaavat, I faced
a barrage of attacks—physical, mental, emotional.
But I never let any of it show on screen. I am made
of iron and steel; I’'m not budging. Do whatever
you want," he said.On the work front, Deepika
Padukone was last seen in Kalki 2898 AD, Ranveer
Singh will be next seen in Don 3 and has many
other films lined up in the kitty. Shahid Kapoor is
gearing up for Deva and is currently shooting for
Vishal Bhardwaj’s next.
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