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RAMGOVIND

GROUP OF COLLEGES

RAMGOVIND - 4§
GROUP OF GOLLEGES

(Koderma, Jharkhand)

BTECH | DIPLOMA | ANM | GNM

Achieve your educational dreams without financial worries! Our scholarships
support talented students like you. Study at Ramgovind Group of Colleges,
situated in a serene 20+ acre campus in Koderma, Jharkhand, with diverse
courses including B.Tech, Polytechnic, and ANM/GNM.

Programs Offered: Why Choose Us?

i A Accredited and Reconized
(Civil / Mechanical / ECE / EEE/ CSE) b, R

Eligibility - 4w &\ Industry-aligned Curriculum

DIPLOMA & \ 3 A Experienced Faculty
(Civil / Mechanical / ECE / EEE) _' B> .
Eligibility - il | SN, | NPTEL Certified

NURSING 20+ Acres Campus

ANM / GNM _
Eligibility - Placements in top MNCs

Placements in top multinational companies:

LRcoIsEny i ; .

RICO W @ GABRIEL SPL and

Gabriel India Limited 7 ma ny more
see

REGISTER NOW

RICO AUTO INDUSTRIES LIMITED TATA cotion

At. Mahuan, PO - Karma,
Q L) TR IS www.rgc.edu.in Q

+9173249 14444 Dist. - Koderma - 825409 (Jharkhand)

E-Paper : epaper.thephotonnews.com
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4% |MBNS GROUP OF INSTITUTIONS

(Run & Managed by Sri Acharya Gurukul Educational Trust)
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with VALUE 3 Year. AICTE APPROVED
{BBAIBCAW e FULL TIME PROGRAM

In English, Hindi. with VALUE
B A History. Sociology. B c
= = Political Sc.. Eco - 0 m - ADDED PROGRAM
B A In Mass B E 100
= = | Communication - d - SEAT
60 60 &
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UNIQUE FEATURES :
» LEARNING THROUGH PRACTICAL
» FACULTY WITH INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE , .o

» SPECIAL SKILL TRAINING ' n‘&% Y

> INTERNSHIP ASSISTANCE
» PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT -
»
*

B.S.E&N.S.E., G.S.T., INCOME TAX CLASSES
LIBRARY WITH HUGE NUMBER OF BOOKS & JOURNALS

& HIGHER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION RANCHI,
JHARKHAND

!‘Iﬂgﬂlﬂ' BEST FOUNDATION FOR YOUR BETTER CAREER GROOMING STUDENTS WITH VALUES
JUrgeD 5 e SR (315.0.0) frem srare frrefern (3m. 1. 31.) ~ NH-18(OLD NH-33), Asanbani, Near Kali Mandir,

ydi Risyw Jamshedpur, P.O- Kanderbera, P.S- Chandil, L. 9939953180 / 6204889469
Dist.- Seraikela-Kharswan Pin- 832401
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INDOOR CRICKET

[ I!|/’

SAI KARUNA|

g

Bowling Machine

Personal Training

(A R R A R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R NN

Sai Karuna Indoor Cricket Facility

SIMPLE, FLEXIBLE PRICING

I R R N R N N R N N RN

INDOOR CRICKET _

TAKE YOUR GAME TO THE
NEXT LEVEL.

CONTACT US NOW! =T ey e

IR CMAEY  ben Asad Y

+91 8789715948 3 P -”'-u

Arun Vidyarthi is a distinguished former Ranji Trophy player

and a prominent cricket coach associated with the Ranchi %
mation

State Cricket Association (JSCA). With a rich experience in More lnfor

the sport, he has contributed significantly to the

development of young cricketers in the region. Known for www;sa“_(aruhaindborcﬁbket.cnm

his strategic insights and mentorship, Vidyarthi has played a

crucial role in nurturing talent, guiding aspiring athletes to g
hone their skills and achieve their potential. His passion for Address :-
cricket and dedication to coaching have made him a -saparam, Gu_t_w_a, -Ne_ar Ril‘lg Road

respected figure in the cricketing community, inspiring the Intersection, Ranchi, Jharkhand - 835303 www.saikarunaindoorcricket.com e +91 8789715948
next generation of players to excel on and off the field.
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ARKA JAIN
University

Jharkhand

NAAC
GRADE

ACCREDITED U
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A

1SO CERTIFIED AlU MEMBER

Top-ranked, accredited, and recognized for excellence.
We deliver exceptional education, research, and placement opportunities.

ARKA JAIN UNIVERSITY WISHES YOU A VERY

-
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ADMISSION THROUGH

NATIONAL ADMISSION-CUM-SCHOLARSHIP TEST

SCHOLARSHIPS WORTH UP TO ¥ 5 CRORE

UP TO 100% SCHOLARSHIP ON OFFER*

Career-oriented

UG/ PG / Diploma / Ph.D.
Programmes

ENGINEERING & IT

= B. Tech (ME/ CSE/ EEE / Al & ML)
= B. Tech in Al & DS (in collaboration with IBM)

= BCA
. BCA(AI&DL]withlBM

rity) with Cyber Dojo

. MCA(N&DLIMH’!IBM
= Diploma in

Engineering
(MEI EEE / CSE / Mechatronics)

» B. Tech / BCA + Data Analytics (loA,
« M. Tech (Manufacturing Engg. /cse,' EVT-chnulugy]

COMMERCE & MANAGEMENT

* BBA
= BBA (Capital Market) in association with SMI
= BBA (Digital Marketing) in association with ISDC

* BCom
= B. Com (H} (Capital Market) in association with SMI
= MBA

HUMANITIES

* BA (H) - English
= BA (H) - Fashion Design
= BA (H) - Journalism & Mass Communication

PHARMACY

= B. Pharm
= D. Pharm
* M. Pharm (Pharmaceutics)

PLACEMENTS TILL DATE

500+

T23LPA

Highest
Package

I3.2LPA

Recruitment
Partners

Average
Package

HEALTH & ALLIED SCIENCE

= B. Optometry

= B. Sc Biotechnology

= B. Sc. (H) Medical Laboratory Technology (MLT)
» B. Sc. (H) Anaesthesia & Operation Theatre

Technology (A & OTT)

= B. Sc. (H) Cardiovascular Technology (CVT)
= B. Sc. (H) Respiratory Technology (RT)

POWERED BY EMVERSITY

NURSING

= B. Sc Nursing

LAawW

= BBA LLB [H) - 5-Year Integrated
= LLL.B. (Hons.)

60+ NATIONAL / INTERNATIONAL MoUs
TP,SDI Iestteof Lsgg Nlé‘)M

TATAPOWER IR\ dnalic
!c‘.wm\

& Many More

TATA MOTORS

rn:":r‘:z EL [:OS m-w\--l%ﬂ- ety Slndn-mluh:? é\

RESEARCH
in

* Journalism & Mass Communication
= Computer Science

* Electrical & Electronics Engineering
+ Mechanical Engineering

Phu-mucy | Ph.D in Biotechnology

6000+ STUDENTS m _ 190+ FACULTY MEMBERS

Admission Office: D-28, Danish Arcade,

© 1800-1200-200 | 0657-2220285 | (& 8406800562 mlmmmhhmﬂdwm

Campus Addrecs: Opposite Karola Public School Viloge - Moharpur,
Block - Gamharla, District - Seraikela Kharsawan,

APPLY ONLINE: WWW.ARKAJAINUNIVERSITY.AC.IN

Avail interest free Education Loart®

PAY YOUR UNIVERSITY FEES IN EASY EMis
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MADHUSUDAN wishes all the Parents,
Teachers, Students & Well Wishers a
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DR. BHAGYASHREE KAR

Brain Dynamics

| Clinical Psychologi
' Sadar Hospital

Director
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Chaibasa

IHAN SUNIL KISPOT

CHAIRMAN : Trible and Minorities Development
Commission KIO

JOINT SECRETARY : East India Karate Associatio

STATE REPRESENTATIVE : Seiko Kai Jharkhan

: Human Rights

NATIONAL SECRETARY
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Biggest-ever India
contingent at World
Economic Forum

MUMBALI. With Union ministers Ashwini Vaishnaw,
CR Patil, D Kumarswamy, Chirag Paswan, and
Jayant Chaudhary leading the central delegation
along with the chief ministers of Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra and Telangana and senior ministers
from Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Bengal and Uttar Pradesh
participating in the World Economic Forum meet, the
country made the biggest-ever presence at Davos this
time.The chief ministers present at the summit
include Andhra’s Chandrababu Naidu,
Maharashtra’s Devendra Fadnavis, and Telangana’s
Revanth Reddy while the rest of the states were
represented by industry ministers and officials. As
per government sources, this year’s summit that
began on January 20 was the first time-ever that all
the state pavilions were aligned with India Pavilion
and held joint press conferences. As per Vaishnaw,
the idea of ‘One Team India and One India Pavilion’
came from the prime minister Narendra Modi.

DentCare dental lab selling
10 per cent equity to fund
expansion plans: CMD John
Kuriakose

KOCHI. DentCare Dental Lab, Asia’s largest and
world’s second-largest dental lab, plans to acquire
labs in the United States and open units across India
in an effort to become the world leader in its field.

The company, valued at Rs 1,500 crore, is seeking to
sell 10% equity to fund the proposal, chairman and
managing director John Kuriakose said.

“We have decided to sell 10% equity to fund the
expansion project. After 18 firms expressed interest
in the stake in the initial stage, we have short-listed
ICICI Capital, Wipro and Axis Bank. We will
finalise our choice by February 10. Presently, we
have five units in the country and we want to increase
our presence to 30 centres. We have two units in the
US and efforts are on to acquire some labs there.

The plan is to grow into a Rs 5,000 crore company by
2030, after which we will go for an I[PO,” John said.
Headquartered in Muvattupuzha, DentCare is
associated with 40,000 dentists across the country
and makes 5,000 products a month.Powered by a
dedicated research and development wing, the
company has production units in the United States,
UK, UAE, Australia and New Zealand and extends
services to 12 other countries. With a state-of-the-art
laboratory spread over 3 lakh sqft, and 4,200
employees, DentCare produces a range of 450 dental
products.Facing acute shortage of trained dental
technicians, John established DentCare Institute of
Dental Technology, which offers three-year
bachelor’s degree courses. The company absorbs

50% of'the students for its labs.

Government E-Marketplace
Surpasses Rs 4 Lakh Cr GMV
Within 10 Months This Fiscal

New Delhi. Setting a new benchmark, the
government e-Marketplace (GeM) has surpassed
last years’ gross merchandise value (GMV) of Rs 4
lakh crore within 10 months this fiscal (FY25).

The GeM clocked a GMV of Rs 4.09 lakh crore as on
January 23, which marks a growth of nearly 50 per
cent over the corresponding period last fiscal,
according to Ministry of Commerce and
Industry.In terms of segment-wise GMYV, the
services segment accounted for Rs 2.54 lakh crore
(62 per cent of the total GMV), whereas product
segment accounted for Rs 1.55 lakh crore (38 per
cent of the total GM V). The growth of the services
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segment on GeM in FY25 has significantly fuelled
the portal’s upward growth trajectory.With an
emphasis on expansion of bouquet of services
offerings on GeM, 19 new service categories have
been introduced on the portal in FY25, according
to the ministry. Notably, services segment has
grown by almost 100 per cent in comparison to the
corresponding period in previous fiscal.

“By facilitating procurement of specialised services
like printing of debit cards, bulk email services,
dark fibre leasing, operations management of data
centres and more, the platform has enabled
government entities to source from reliable
vendors resulting in significant efficiency gains,”
said the ministry.With an emphasis on expansion
of bouquet of services offerings on GeM, 19 new
service categories have been introduced on the
portal in FY25, according to the ministry. Notably,
services segment has grown by almost 100 per cent
in comparison to the corresponding period in
previous fiscal.“By facilitating procurement of
specialised services like printing of debit cards,
bulk email services, dark fibre leasing, operations
management of data centres and more, the
platform has enabled government entities to
source from reliable vendors resulting in
significant efficiency gains,” said the ministry.

@

Experts call for strengthening

SIDBI’s Fund of Funds for Startups

(FFS).

BENGALURU. With the abolition of

angel tax in the previous budget, the
country’s start-up ecosystem saw a
boost in early-stage investments, and
now in the upcoming budget, they

expect tax reforms, simplification of

ESOP (employee stock option plans)
taxation and extended tax holidays.

India, which has the third largest start-up

ecosystem in the world, boasts over 1.59
lakh start-ups that are recognised by the
Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT) as of January
15,2025.

Ashwani Singh, MD of 35 North

Ventures, an early-stage AIF focused on
empowering start-ups, said that the
current taxation structure, taxing ESOPs
at time of vesting and the high tax

burdens on capital gains for angel
investors, hinder progress in the
employee retention and funding
landscape. He anticipates tax reforms in
the upcoming budget to tackle these
hurdles — simplifying ESOP taxation,
streamlining capital gains tax structure
across asset classes or introducing tax
exemptions for angel investors and
aligning them with global standards to

capital into the start-up ecosystem.

Apoorva Ranjan Sharma, co-founder &

MD of Venture Catalysts, said, a
simplified tax regime for start-ups could
be of great help, mainly for enterprises
in Tier 2 and 3 cities. “A reduction in
compliance burdens and extended tax
holidays could provide the necessary
impetus for these start-ups to scale
rapidly,” he said.

Fund of Funds for Startups (FFS).
“The FFS program has been
instrumental in catalysing start-up
growth, but further enhancements are
needed. Renewing SIDBI’s allocation
with an additional Rs 10,000 crore will
ensure continued support for start-
ups,” said Anirudh A Damani,
Managing Partner, Artha Venture
Fund.

He said that beyond FFS, the country
requires a sovereign-backed fund of
funds anchored by SIDBI, which
allows contributions from banks,
insurance companies, and global
sovereign wealth funds. “A $5 billion
to $10 billion anchor fund, with SIDBI

contributing 20%, could unlock

significant start-up capital, fostering
long-term partnerships and global
investor confidence,” he added. The
current DPIT start-up classification

limits eligibility to companies under 10

years of age or with revenue below Rs

100 crore. Experts call for including

start-ups registered up to 20 years old

encourage greater inflows of private Experts call for strengthening SIDBI’s

SC stays order in Tiger
Global treaty abuse case

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on

Friday stayed a Delhi High Court order
granting Tiger Global fund relief in a
treaty ‘abuse’ case. The Supreme Court
in its order said that the issue has pan-
India implication and needs thorough
attention.In August 2024, the Delhi
High Court delivered a judgment in
favour of Tiger Global International
Il Holdings, a Mauritius-based
entity, concerning the applicability of
the India-Mauritius Double Taxation
Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) to
capital gains arising from sale of
shares. This ruling had overturned an
earlier decision by the Authority for
Advance Rulings (AAR), which had
denied treaty benefits to Tiger Global.

Tiger Global, a Mauritius-based entity,

had sought tax exemption in India on
gains from selling shares in Flipkart
Singapore under provisions of India-
Mauritius tax treaty. The Mauritius-
based entity had contended that the

shares, acquired before 1 April 2017,
were exempt under India-Mauritius tax
treaty. However, the Indian tax
authorities denied the exemption,
claiming Tiger Global was a ‘conduit’

company established solely for tax
avoidance.The high court ruled in
favour of Tiger Global, stating that the
India-Mauritius treaty provides a
grandfathering provision, exempting
capital gains tax in India for shares
acquired before April 1, 2017. Since
Tiger Global’s investment occurred

prior to this date, the court held that the
capital gains from the 2018 sale were
exempt from taxation in India.

The HC held that Tiger Global’s
investments were legitimate as it had
been investing in Flipkart
Singapore since 2011, well
before the amendment of India-
Mauritius DTAA in 2017, and
that these investments were
commercially driven.

As per tax experts, there are
several key areas which could
possibly need a thorough
attention ranging from the
interpretation of tax treaties in

cases of indirect transfer cases, clarity
on what constitutes a conduit company
and what is the economic substance as
well as how relevant are the people
sitting in that entity for proving the
substance since investment entities
need not necessarily have employees
sitting there in that jurisdiction.

ESIC Adds 16.07 Lakh Employees

Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) reveals that 16.07
lakh new employees were added in
November last year out of which over
47 per cent are young employees up to
the age group of 25 years, which is a
good indicator of new jobs being
created in the economy. As many as
20,212 new establishments have been
brought under the ambit of the ESI
Scheme in the month of November
2024 thus ensuring social security to
more workers, according to a statement
issued by the Ministry of Labour and
Employment.Further, the year-on-year
analysis shows a growth of 0.97 per
cent in net registrations compared to
November 2023. The statement
highlights that out of the total 16.07
lakh employees added during the
month, 7.57 lakh employees amounting
to around 47.11 per cent of the total
registrations belong to the age group of

up to 25 years.A gender-wise analysis
of' the payroll data indicates that the net
enrolment of female members was 3.28
lakh in November 2024. Besides, a total
of 44 transgender employees were also
registered under the ESI Scheme during

g 1 - i = ¥

the month, as part of the policy to
extend benefits to every section of
society, the statement said. The payroll
data is provisional since the data
generation is a continuous exercise and
a revision can be made with more
figures coming in.The ESIC data

In Nov, 47 Per Cent Are Youngsters

New Delhi. The payroll data of the

matches the Employees' Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO) figures
released this week which showed a net
addition of 14.63 lakh members in
November 2024, which represents an
increase of 9.07 per cent over the
corresponding figure for October.
| Further, the year-on-year analysis
reveals a growth of 4.88 per cent in net
member additions compared to
November 2023, reflecting increased
employment opportunities and
heightened awareness of employee
benefits, as per the official
statement.EPFO’s payroll data shows
a 5.86 lakh increase in the number of
persons for the age group 18-25 for
November, reflecting an increase of
7.96 per cent compared to the previous
month of October. This is in
consonance with the earlier trend which
indicates that most individuals joining
the organised workforce are youth,
primarily first-time job seekers.

and revising the revenue cap.

Southern states fall behind
in fiscal health; Andhra,
Kerala at the bottom

NEW DELHI.Most South Indian states have been
performing poorly in managing their finances,
Niti Aayog’s Financial Health Index 2025
showed. Three states — Andhra Pradesh, Kerala
and Tamil Nadu — in particular have been
performing the worst among southern states as
they scored below 30 out of 100 in the Index.

These states were not among top 10 states in terms
of the fiscal performance.Andhra Pradesh and
Kerala were among worst performers along with
Punjab and West Bengal — each of them,
according to Niti Aayog, is facing major fiscal
challenges. Kerala and Punjab struggle with low
quality of expenditure and debt sustainability,
while Andhra Pradesh has high Fiscal deficits,
noted Niti Aayog.Tamil Nadu has a better score
when it comes to state own revenue/total
expenditure, but it has fared poorly on quality of
expenditure and fiscal deficit.In case of Tamil
Nadu during 2022-23, committed expenditure as
percentage of the revenue expenditure was 52%.
“The upward trend on Committed Expenditure
since 2018-19, which grew at an annual rate of
9.9%, may have left the Government with lesser
flexibility for developmental spending,” noted

the Aayog. Subsidies form a high proportion of
non-committed expenditure for the state.

Karnataka rank dropped from 3in2014- 15 to 2021-
22 to 10 in 2022-23, primarily due to subdued
performance under Quality of Expenditure and
Debt Sustainability. Among the Southern states,
Telangana was the best among the Southern states
due to better revenue mobilization and fiscal
prudence.The Fiscal Health Index (FHI)
evaluates states on expenditure quality, revenue
mobilisation, fiscal prudence, debt index and debt
sustainability. The composite fiscal health index
for 18 major states has been calculated using the
data from the Comptroller and Auditor General of
India (CAG). The period of the analysis is
Financial Year 2022-23.0disha excels in the
fiscal health Index with the highest overall index
score of 67.8. Chhattisgarh and Goa follow, with
scores of 55.2 and 53.6, respectively.

Adani Group denies cancellation
of Sri Lanka wind power project

The Sri Lankan government has
decided to review the 484 MW
project amid local opposition,
environmental concerns, and a
bribery probe against the group.

NEW DELHI. The Adani group has

refuted reports that the Sri Lankan
government has cancelled the 484 MW
wind power projects in Mannar and
Pooneryn.As per local media reports,
Sri Lanka’s Cabinet, led by President
AnuraKumara Dissanayake, has
decided to revoke the power purchase
agreement with the Group. Report citing
officials from Sri Lanka’s Ministry of
Energy said the government has
cancelled the deal and established a
panel to review the entire project.

An Adani Group spokesperson said the

project has not been cancelled and the
government’s decision to review the

process is part of a“standard review

bribe payments

andconcealing

Mannar and Pooneryn. Local reports
say the project faced major opposition in
Sri Lanka due to concerns over pricing.
The rate set by the Group was much
higher than what local bidders had
offered, fuelling criticism of the deal.
Environmental groups, including
Wildlife and NatureProtection Society
and Environmental Foundation, voiced
strong objections, citing concerns over
potential harm to migratory birds and an
inadequate Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA). Local communities,
led by Bishop of Mannar, protested,
warning that the project could disrupt
local industries and threaten
livelihoods. President Dissanayake had

process. It said the company remains
committed toinvesting $1 billion in Sri
Lanka’s green energy sector, driving
renewable energy and economic
growth.The decision to cancel the pact
comes amid ongoing bribery probe by
the US authorities against Adani Group.
On 19 November 2024, the group faced
charges in the US for allegedly making

transactions from US investors. The
group has dismissed these allegations as
baseless. The government, under then
President RanilWickremesinghe, in
May 2024 signed a pact with the Group
to procure electricity at a rate of $0.0826
per kWh.

The Group had planned to builda 484 MW

wind power plant in coastal areas of

pledged during his election campaign to
cancel the deal, promising to invite
global tenders for wind power
development in Sri Lanka. Though the
original pact was under review by the SL
Supreme Court, with a hearing
scheduled for March 2025, revocation
removes the matter from judicial
review.
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India says keeping an eye
after Pakistan sends ISI
agents to Bangladesh

New Delhi. Pakistan sending its top army officials
and spies to Bangladesh have put New Delhi on
alert. India on Friday said that it is closely
monitoring the recent developments and "will take
appropriate steps" when it comes to national
security."We keep an eye on all activities around
the country and in the region, as well as all
activities affecting national security, and the

Centre Cracks Down On Spoofed
International Calls, 20 Carriers Blocked

display "International Calls" on all calls
coming from outside India.

This helps the citizen to understand that since
the incoming calls is an "International Call",
it cannot be from organisations like DoT,

New Delhi. An indigenously-developed
system to identify and block
international spoofed calls that display
Indian mobile numbers has
significantly brought down such calls to

Further, the
government asked
Indian Telcos to

o ) about 4 lakh per day, the government TRAI, police, RBI, customs, UIDAI  government will take appropriate steps," External

initiate drive has informed. etc.One of the major service providers has ~ Affairs Mmll(sltry Sp.okes_pfezrson Randhir Jaiswal
. . Further, the government asked Indian already implemented this in its network and Tﬁaldatawec;( ymedlabrlﬁ 1ngf. high-nrofil

ugulnst forelgn Telcos to initiate drive against foreign others are in process of doing so, according | (¢3¢ remarks come right after a high-profile

. . o L delegation from Pakistan's Inter-Services

. carriers or aggregators who are handing to Ministry of Communications.In order to 1= gence (ISI), led by Major General Shahid

carriers or over spoofed international calls, and further tackle the menace of international A i ~Afsar, concluded its four-day visit to

they have blocked more than 20 such
carriers to date.

The Department of Telecommunications
(DoT) recently launched an indigenously-

spoofed calls from reaching Indian citizens,
DoT has asked telecom service providers
(TSPs) to block traffic from such
international carriers, which are repeatedly

Bangladesh on Friday.The visit follows the recent
trip made by top Bangladeshi military officials to
Pakistan where they had met with the three service

aggregators who
are handing over

spoofed calls that displayed Indian mobile
numbers (+91-xxxxx) to deceive Indian

SpOOfed developed International Incoming Spoofed  citizens and carrying out cyber-crimes and  sending spoofed CLI call traffic to
Calls Prevention System, along with all financial frauds.Though these calls appear to  India.Providers like Airtel and BSNL have

international calls telecom service providers (TSPs).The tool originate from within India, they are actually  blocked more than 20 such carriers/aggregators
! proved to be a formidable barrier that blocked ~ made from abroad through manipulation of the ~ who were handing over spoofed international

and 1hey have 90% of all the incoming international calls  Calling Line Identity (CLI), commonly referred  calls."The recently launched Sanchar Saathi

to as phone number.

With the successful implementation of the system,
scammers abroad changed their modus
operandi and now they have started spoofing
using international numbers.To counter this,
DoT has asked telecom service providers to

which were identified as spoofed calls -
approximately 1.35 crore, in just 24 hours,
indicating that the system's success in tackling
the issue of cyber-crimes using spoofed calls
from abroad.

Fraudsters were earlier using international

US Supreme Court clears extradition of
26/11 accused Tahawwur Rana to India

NEW DELHI. The US Supreme Court
has approved the extradition of
Tahawwur Rana,
connection with the 2008 Mumbai
terror attacks, to India.

Rana, a Canadian citizen of
Pakistani origin, is sought
by Indian authorities for his
alleged role in the attacks
that targeted multiple
locations in Mumbai.

Rana, 63, has been held in a
Los Angeles prison. The
FBI arrested Rana in
Chicago in 2009. He is
linked to Pakistani-
American terrorist David
Coleman Headley, also
known as "Daood Gilani,"
a key figure in the attacks,
and is accused of aiding
him and others in Pakistan to support
the terrorist group Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) in carrying out the attack.
Headley became an approver in the
case and is serving a 35-year prison

Fire breaks out in two parked vehicles near
Mahakumbh mela venue in Prayagra

the fire has been controlled. The Ertiga
car is completely burnt, and the Venue =~ where the fire was swiftly brought
car is partially burnt. There were no  under control, he added.

casualties in the incident, and everyone This incident took place a week after a
fire broke out at the
Mahakumbh venue, which,
according to the police, was
caused by a cylinder

App has placed the convenience of reporting
fraudulent calls at the fingertips of the citizens.
It immensely enhances the ease of reporting any
suspected fraud communications by allowing
citizens to report such incidents directly from
their mobile phone call logs," said the DoT.

blocked more than
20 such carriers to
date.

chiefs.Since the turmoil following former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's ouster, Muhammad
Yunus-led Bangladesh has grown comfortably
closer to Pakistan, raising a red flag in
India.Bangladesh's decision to grant a visa to any
Pakistani citizen without security clearance has
raised eyebrows, with experts warning of an
increase in ISI and Jamaat activities in India's
backyard.“There have been recent reports of eased
travel restrictions for Pakistan ISI and Jamaat
elements to Dhaka,” a security analyst had earlier
told .However, India has been ready to put its
differences aside and work towards a "democratic,
progressive and inclusive" Bangladesh."We
support a democratic, progressive and inclusive
Bangladesh. We want to strengthen our ties so that
the people of India and Bangladesh can prosper,"
Jaiswal further said at the media briefing.On
Bangladesh raising objection to India's border
fencing along the border, Jaiswal said that it is
aimed at stopping the illegal movement of humans
and cattle.

Power outage during surgery at
Punjab hospital stirs row, AAP
responds

New Delhi. A power outage in the operation theatre (OT)
of the government-run Rajindra Hospital in Patiala
during a surgery has sparked a row after a video filmed
by a doctor went viral on social media.In the video, the
patient lies unconscious on the surgical bed as the
doctor explains that power fluctuations persisted for 15
minutes, causing the ventilator to stop during the
surgery. While raising the concerns for the patients'
safety, the doctor said that this was not one of the
incidents. The video also revealed that, contrary to
official claims, the hospital’s emergency ward was not
connected to a dedicated power hotline.

Punjab Health Minister Balbir Singh shrugged off the
incident, saying on his official X handle, “The power
backup systems at Rajindra Hospital, Patiala, are multi-
level (3 hotlines) and functioning without issue. On
Friday, a local fault led to a momentary loss of
electricity. The UPS and generator backup functioned
seamlessly, and the surgery was conducted without
issue. The patient is recovering well. Unfortunately, a
junior doctor panicked and recorded a video. Medical
staff must remain focused on patient care at all times.”

Slamming the government over the health model of
Punjab, former Health Minister Balbir Singh Sadhu, on
his official X handle, said, "Extremely shocking. One
of the premier hospitals of Punjab is facing an
electricity issue. Bhagwant Mann Ji has made patients’
lives ajoke! This health model is not what Punjab voted
for.""Instead of focusing on the issues of Punjab,
Bhagwant Mann and the Health Minister are more
focused on the upcoming Delhi Elections," he added.

Fed up with abusive
hushands, 2 women marry
each other in UP's Gorakhpur

sentence in the US for his involvement
in the attack.

on charges related to the Mumbai

attacks. He also stated that he could be

sent to India for a second trial on the
same charges, facing the possibility of
aconviction and death sentence.

Rana had earlier approached
the US Court of Appeals for
the Ninth Circuit in San
Francisco after losing legal
battles in lower and federal
courts.

On December 16, US Solicitor
General Elizabeth B Prelogar
urged the Supreme Court to
reject Rana’s petition. His
lawyer, Joshua L. Dratel,
responded on December 23,
opposing the government’s
position and requesting the
Supreme Court to hear the
case. The Court declined the

convicted in Weeks after challenging his extradition
in the US Supreme Court, Tahawwur
Rana’s appeal has been dismissed,

French men cycling to Nepal
take Google Maps shortcut, get
stranded in Bareilly

NEW DELHILTwo French tourists en route to
Nepal on their cycles were left stranded in a
village in Uttar Pradesh at around midnight as
they took a wrong shortcut suggested by Google
Maps, police said on Friday."They had to go to
Kathmandu in Nepal via Tanakpur from
Pilibhit...Google Maps showed them a shortcut
via Baheri in Bareilly, due to which they got lost
and reached Churaili Dam," said a police
official.

After tourists Brian Jacques Gilbert and Sebastian
Francois Gabriel were spotted by some villagers
cycling at night, they were, subsequently, taken
to the police outpost in Bareily district's
Churaili.

"When the villagers saw both the foreigners
roaming on bicycles on a deserted road at 11 pm
on Thursday, they could not understand their

clearing the way for his extradition to
India.

In his plea, Rana argued that he was tried
and acquitted in federal court in the
Northern District of Illinois (Chicago)

plea.

Rana is accused of involvement in the
2008 Mumbai terror attacks, which
killed 166 people, including six
Americans.

New Delhi. A major fire engulfed two tenders were dispatched to the scene,
parked vehicles in Uttar Pradesh's
Prayagraj during the early hours of
Saturday. The incident occurred on the
main road leading to
Mahakumbh Mela, |
stirring panic among the |

locals.Choking clouds of

. . . . smoke were seen rising explosion. langugge. o ’ .
NEW DELHI Distraught with their alcoholic and | i, the cars. Several Vivek Chaturvedi, the 7To avoid any incident with the two foreigners,
abusive spouses, two women in Uttar Pradesh’s firefighters reached the Additional District they took both of them to the Churaili police

Gorakhpur left their homes and married each other.

Kavita and Gunja, alias Bablu, tied the knot at the Shiva
Temple, famously known as Choti Kashi, in Deoria on
Thursday evening. They first connected with each
other on Instagram and quickly became friends. They
stayed in touch for six years before deciding to get
married. Both women said they suffered domestic
violence at the hands of their husbands.At the temple,
Gunja took on the role of the groom, placing
vermillion (sindoor) on Kavita’s forehead. The
women also exchanged garlands and performed the
seven vows (pheras).

outpost," a police official told news agency
PTIL After hearing about their ordeal, the police
took the cyclists to the village Pradhan's house
to stay there for the night.

When senior police officer Anurag Arya was
informed about the situation, he visited the
French tourists and spoke with them. He, then,
directed the police to guide them.

In the morning, the police sent Gilbert and Gabriel
on their way with proper directions.Gilbert and
Gabriel flew from Paris to Delhi on January 7.

Magistrate (ADM) for the
Mahakumbh Mela, stated
that the fire occurred on
January 19 in the Gita Press
camp. Around 70 to 80 huts
and eight to 10 tents were
destroyed.
Following the incident,
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav called for urgent action
and urged authorities to take steps to
prevent similar accidents in the future.

spot and brought the
flames under control. No
casualties or injuries
have been reported.
Speaking with news
agency ANI, UP Fire
officer Vishal Yadav said,
"Devotees have come
from far-flung areas and
have parked their vehicles here. The
fire broke out due to the extreme heat.
Fire engines have reached the spot, and

Top Court reserves treasurer post in
Bengaluru advocates body for women lawyers

the chief returning officer for the
bar body polls to extend the date for
inviting nominations and, if
required, the election to be deferred
for a few days.

However, such a decision will be at 22
the discretion of the committee and
the chiefreturning officer, itadded.

The top court ordered the committee

is safe."The fire broke out around 6:30
am, Yadav told news agency PTL In
response, six fire brigades and water

advocates association.The bench
observed the Karnataka High Court
had noted there were no express
provisions in the memorandums and
by-laws of Advocate Association
Bengaluru for reserving seats for
women lawyers and said the apex
court, which was dealing with
similar issues could pass appropriate

New Delhi. Exercising its plenary powers,
the Supreme Court on Friday reserved
the post of treasurer in Bengaluru
advocates association for women

. lawyers.A bench of Justices Surya Kant
- R and N Kotiswar Singh exercised its

powers under Article 142 of the

Constitution observing the election for

the bar body was scheduled on February

One woman said her husband, an alcoholic, assaulted
her daily. She has four children and decided to return

to her parents' home after enduring repeated violence.
The other woman claimed her husband also drank
excessively and falsely accused her of infidelity,
leading her to leave him."We were tormented by our
husbands’ drinking and abusive behaviour. This
pushed us to choose a life of peace and love. We have
decided to live in Gorakhpur as a couple and work to
sustain ourselves," Gunja was quoted as saying by
news agency PTL

The women said they were determined to stay together
and would not let anyone separate them. Although
they currently do not have a permanent home, they
plan to rent a place to live.Uma Shankar Pandey, the
temple priest, said the women bought garlands and
vermillion, completed the rituals, and departed quietly.

2 and the nomination process was over.

"We deem it appropriate to invoke our
powers under Article 142 of
Constitution and direct as follows - (i)
the post of treasurer shall be exclusively
earmarked for women candidates," it
held.

The court invoked its powers saying it was
"high-time" to provide women
reservation in different elected bodies of
advocates and there were no express
provisions in the memorandum and by-
laws earmarking seats for women
candidates of the association. The bench
directed the high-powered committee
constituted to oversee the election and

and the returning officer to also
consider adequate representation of
the women advocates in the
governing council of advocates'
association of Bengaluru to ensure at
least 30 per cent of elected members of
the council were women candidates
with 10 years of practice
experience.The top court was hearing a
plea filed by a woman lawyer who
sought the implementation of directions
of women reservation issued in case of
Delhi High Court Bar Association,
where the court last year directed for
reserving seats for women lawyers
including the post of treasurer.

Senior advocate Lakshmy Iyengar,
appearing in the matter, requested the
bench to relax the 10-year experience
criteria to allow more participation from
young lawyers in the governing council.

The bench acceded to the request and
ordered a similar arrangement - relaxing
10 years experience criteria - like the
one in Delhi High Court Bar Association
elections case should be implemented in
the Advocate Association of Bengaluru,
which completed its term on December
19.The top court further issued and
sought a response from the Bengaluru

orders.It said there was no legal

impediment in providing reservation

to women lawyers.The top court
recently directed reserving the
treasurer's post and 30 per cent seats for
women lawyers in the executive
committee of Delhi Sales Tax Bar
Association and Delhi Tax Bar
Association.On January 20, the top
court directed 33 per cent seats would be
reserved for women lawyers in the
election of the National Green Tribunal
bar association.The top court in
December last year directed reserving
three posts for women lawyers in the
DHCBA election.
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Yoshitha Rajapaksa, son of
former Sri Lankan
president, arrested on
corruption charges

COLOMBO. Former Sri Lankan president Mahinda
Rajapaksa's son Yoshitha Rajapaksa was arrested by
police on Saturday on corruption charges in a
property purchase case.Ex-navy officer Yoshitha
was arrested from their home territory of Beliatta
over the investigation of alleged misconduct in the
purchase of the property during the term of his
father's presidency priorto 2015.

Yoshitha is the second among Mahinda Rajapaksa's
three sons.His uncle and former president Gotabaya
Rajapaksa was also quizzed by the police last week
on the same property - a holiday home in the
southern religious resort of Kataragama.The arrest
came as Mahinda Rajapaksa filed a fundamental
rights petition on Friday in the Supreme Court
seeking its intervention to reinstate his security,
which was significantly reduced by the government
last month.Since the formation of a new government
led by President Anura Kumara Dissanayake in
November last year, Mahinda Rajapaksa's eldest son
and legislator Namal Rajapaksa was quizzed by the
police over another property case alongside an
employee of Mahinda Rajapaksa.The new
government in the run-up to elections had vowed to
arrest everyone accused of wrongdoing during
Mahinda Rajapaksa's presidency between 2005 and
2015.

Polio Returns To Pakistan,

Afghanistan As Vaccinations
Stall

World Poliomyelitis was responsible for paralysing
and killing up to half a million people every year
before the development of the poliovirus vaccine in
1955. By 2000, through mass vaccination campaigns
of oral polio vaccines, the world had almost
eradicated poiliovirus barring a few regions.

However, the global fight against polio has
encountered a significant setback, as cases of the
disease have begun to rise again in Pakistan. Despite
being on the brink of eradication in 2023, with only
six reported cases of the wild form of the virus, the
number of cases has surged to 73 in 2024. This
alarming trend has prompted concerns among health
experts, who point to the ongoing conflict in
Afghanistan as a major factor contributing to the
spread of the disease.Per data from the WHO,
infectious diseases such as pneumonia, dengue fever
and measles have also been on the rise in Afghanistan
since the last six months.Zulfigar Bhutta, a renowned
expert on child immunisation strategies in conflict
zones, said that the genetic strains of wild poliovirus
in Pakistan are all from Afghanistan, per a report on
Deutsche Welle.Bhutta, who has worked extensively
in the region, attributes the resurgence of polio cases
in Pakistan to the spillover of the virus from
Afghanistan. "It has spread to all districts of Pakistan.
We've snatched defeat from the jaws of victory,"
Bhutta lamented."It's a virus that does not want to be
eradicated, so give it an inch and it will take a yard,"
Bhutta said.The challenges facing polio eradication
efforts in the region are multifaceted. Bhutta cites the
Taliban's restrictions on female health professionals,
poor sanitary conditions, and regional insecurity as
significant obstacles. The lack of reliable data on
poliovirus cases in Afghanistan further complicates
efforts to combat the disease.

Ex-Sri Lankan President's Son
Arrested By Police Qver
Corruption Charges

Colombo.Former Sri Lankan president Mahinda
Rajapaksa's son Yoshitha Rajapaksa was arrested by
police on Saturday on corruption charges in a property
purchase case.Ex-navy officer Yoshitha was arrested
from their home territory of Beliatta over the
investigation of alleged misconduct in the purchase of
the property during the term of his father's presidency
prior to 2015.Yoshitha is the second aong Mahinda
Rajapaksa's three sons.His uncle and former president
Gotabaya Rajapaksa was also quizzed by the police
last week on the same property - a holiday home in the
southern religious resort of Kataragama.The arrest
came as Mahinda Rajapaksa filed a fundamental
rights petition on Friday in the Supreme Court seeking
its intervention to reinstate his security, which was

significantly reduced by the government last
month.Since the formation of a new government led
by President Anura Kumara Dissanayake in
November last year, Mahinda Rajapaksa's eldest son
and legislator Namal Rajapaksa was quizzed by the
police over another property case alongside an
employee of Mahinda Rajapaksa.The new
government in the run-up to elections had vowed to
arrest everyone accused of wrongdoing during
Mahinda Rajapaksa's presidency between 2005 and
2015.

Israel, Hamas are sef to swap more hostages for
prisoners in another test of the Gaza ceasefire

The conflict began with a
cross-horder attack led hy
Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023, when
Palestinian militants killed
some 1,200 people, mostly
civilians, and took around 250
others, hostage.

DEIR AL-BALAH. Israel and Hamas were
expected to swap more hostages for
Palestinian prisoners on Saturday, the
second such exchange since a ceasefire
began in the Gaza Strip last weekend and
another test for the deal.The truce is aimed
at winding down the deadliest and most
destructive war ever fought between Israel
and the militant group. The fragile deal has
so far held, quieting airstrikes and rockets

and allowing for increased aid to flow into
the tiny coastal territory. When the ceasefire
started Sunday, three hostages held by the
militants were released in exchange for
90 Palestinian prisoners. On Saturday,
four hostages are expected to be freed for
200 prisoners, including 120 who are
serving life sentences after being
convicted of deadly attacks on Israelis.
They will likely be released into Gaza or
sent abroad.The four Israeli soldiers,
Karina Ariev, 20; Daniella Gilboa, 20;
Naama Levy, 20; and Liri Albag, 19,
were captured in Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023
attack thatignited the war.

They were taken from Nahal Oz base near
the border with Gaza when Palestinian
militants overran it, killing more than 60
soldiers there. The female abductees had
all served in a unit of lookouts charged with
monitoring threats along the border. A fifth
female soldier in their unit, Agam Berger,
20, was abducted with them but not
included in the list. After the swap, Israel is
expected to begin pulling back from the

Netzarim corridor — an east-west road
dividing Gaza in two — and allowing
displaced Palestinians in the south to return

to their former homes in the north for the
first time since the beginning of the war.
Palestinians will only be allowed to move
north on foot, with vehicular traffic
restricted until later in the ceasefire.
What happens after the deal's initial six-week
phase is uncertain, but many hope it will

lead to the end of a war that has leveled

wide swaths of Gaza, displaced the vast

majority of its population, and left
hundreds of thousands of people at
risk of famine.The conflict began with
a cross-border attack led by Hamas on
Oct. 7, 2023, when Palestinian
militants killed some 1,200 people,
mostly civilians, and took around 250
others, hostage.

More than 100 hostages were freed in a
weeklong truce the following month.
But dozens have remained in captivity
for over a year with no contact with
the outside world. Israel believes at
least a third of the more than 90
captives still inside Gaza were killed
in the initial attack or died in
captivity.Israel's air and ground war,

one of the deadliest and most destructive in

decades, has killed over 47,000

Palestinians, according to local health

officials, who do not say how many were

militants. They say women and children
make up more than half the fatalities.

What Americans think about Trump and
Musk's plans for the federal government

WASHINGTON. Americans see the
federal government as rife with
corruption, inefficiency and red tape —
but they're less sure about whether Elon
Musk is the right person to fix it.

A new poll from The Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Affairs
Research shows that only about 3 in
10 U.S. adults strongly or somewhat
approve of President Trump's
creation of an advisory body on
government efficiency, which Musk
is helming. About 4 in 10 disapprove,
while the rest were neutral or didn't
know enough to say. (The poll was
conducted before Vivek Ramaswamy
announced he would no longer be
involved in the group.)The goal of the
advisory body, the Department of
Government Efficiency, or DOGE, is
to expose fraudulent and wasteful
spending across the federal
bureaucracy, and its leaders have
floated a range of possible ways to cut
costs, including eliminating entire
agencies. But although most agree that
the federal government is facing major
problems, many Americans also have
an unfavorable view of Musk and are
hesitant about the Republican president
relying on billionaires for advice about

government policy.As the plans take
more concrete shape, the poll shows
that Americans are ambivalent about
some of the changes that Trump and his
team have mentioned in the past few
months — including eliminating large
numbers of federal jobs and moving

federal agencies outside Washington.
Substantial shares don't have an
opinion, indicating that there's plenty
of room for opinion to shift in either
direction.A return-to-office policy for
federal workers — which was one of
Trump's first executive actions on
Inauguration Day —is fairly popular.

Americans see a broken federal
government — but aren't as concerned
about the ‘deep state’ As Trump sweeps
into his second term with promises to
cut regulations and reduce the role of
government bureaucrats, most
Americans think the federal

government has serious

problems. About two-thirds of

U.S. adults say corruption and

inefficiency are “major

problems” in the federal

government, and roughly 6 in 10

say the same about red tape,

such as government regulations
and bureaucracy.Republicans
are more likely than Democrats
to think these are major
problems — but a majority of

Democrats still agree that

corruption and inefficiency are

significant challenges for the
government.

But despite Trump's claims that career
federal workers resisted his policies
during his first term, concern about
civil servants who are unwilling to
implement the president’s agenda is not
as high. Only about one-third of
Americans say this is a big problem in
the government.

Hamas names the four hostages it plans to release
on Saturday in latest Gaza ceasefire exchange

TELAVIV: The Hamas militant group on
Friday published the names of four
hostages it said it would release the
following day as part of the ceasefire in
the Gaza Strip.There was no immediate
confirmation of the names from Israel.
The hostages are to be freed on
Saturday in exchange for the release of
dozens of Palestinians imprisoned or
detained by Israel.Relatives of hostages
still being held by militants in Gaza had
carlier Friday called on Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to
ensure that all remaining captives are
freed, while also appealing to U.S.
President Donald Trump to continue
pressing for their release.As a fragile
six-week ceasefire between Israel and
Hamas entered its sixth day, Israelis
were waiting anxiously for the names of
the next four hostages who will be

enclave, civilians in the central and
southern part of the Gaza Strip faced an
agonizing wait before they can return to
the remnants of their home in the
battered north.Israel believes about a
third, or possibly as many as half, of the
more than 90 hostages still in Gaza have
died. Hamas has not released definitive
information on how many captives are
still alive or the names of those who
have died.“Dear President Trump, first
of all we want to say thank you for the
happy moments we felt this week. But
we want to tell you we still have 94
hostages, we need them all at home,”
said Ayelet Samerano, whose son
Yonatan Samerano is among those still
being held. “Please do not stop. Please
continue to press and do everything so
that all the 94 hostages will come home
immediately.”In the first phase of the

hundreds of Palestinian prisoners held
by Israel. The first three Israeli hostages
were freed in exchange for 90
Palestinian prisoners on Sunday, the
first day of the ceasefire that has halted
the 15-month war that has devastated
Gaza. Wide swathes of the territory
have been destroyed, while more than
47,000 Palestinians have been killed,
according to Gaza health authorities,
who do not differentiate between
combatants and civilians but say more
than half are women and
children.According to the deal, on
Friday Hamas was to announce the
names of the next four hostages to be
released on Saturday, after which Israel
will also release a list of which
Palestinian prisoners will be freed.The
hostages were among about 250 men,
women and children captured by

US Senate confirms former Fox
News co-host Pete Hegseth as
defence secretary

WASHINGTON: The US Senate narrowly confirmed
former Fox News co-host Pete Hegseth as Pentagon
chief on Friday, despite allegations of alcohol abuse,
sexual misconduct and other fears about his ability to
lead the world's most powerful military.

Three Republican senators voted against Donald
Trump's pick as secretary of defence, resulting in a 50-
50 tie that required J.D. Vance to cast the deciding
ballot -- only the second time in history a vice president
has had to intervene to save a cabinet nominee.

The razor-edged result underscored concerns about
Hegseth, who will take over the Pentagon with war
raging in Ukraine, the Middle East volatile despite
ceasefires in Lebanon and Gaza, and as Trump expands
the military's role in security on the US-Mexico border.

The 44-year-old is a former Army National Guard officer
who until recently worked as a co-host for Fox News --
one of Trump's favored television channels.

Hegseth has a combative media personality, fierce
loyalty and telegenic looks -- common hallmarks in
Trump's entourage.Supporters say Hegseth's
deployments in Afghanistan and Iraq give him the
insight to run the Defense Department better than more

experienced officials who would normally be
considered for the job.He has pledged to focus the
military on "lethality" and to bring back "warrior
culture" to the Pentagon.In confirming him,
Republicans brushed aside his lack of experience
leading an organization anywhere near the size of the
Defense Department -- the country's largest employer
with some three million personnel. They also approved
Hegseth despite allegations of financial
mismanagement at veterans' nonprofits where he
previously worked, reports of excessive drinking, and
allegations that he sexually assaulted a woman in
California.Asked during his confirmation hearing last
week about criticism he has faced, Hegseth said there
was a "coordinated smear campaign" against him, and
that he is "not a perfect person, but redemption is real."

released from among the more than 90
still held in Gaza.In the Palestinian

ceasefire deal, 33 hostages are expected
to be released gradually in return for

into Israel on Oct.

militants who burst across the border -y has stood by him, telling reporters Friday: "Pete's
avery, very good man."

The US intends to leave the World
Health Organization. What happens next

World The US intends to leave the World
Health Organization. What happens next?
Donald Trump’s plan to withdraw the United

States from the World Health Organization
(WHO) has been met with dismay in the
public health field.Some have called one of
the US president’s first executive orders “a

grave error” and “absolutely bad news”.

‘What does the WHO do?

The WHO is a United Nations agency that
aims to expand universal health coverage,
coordinates responses to health
emergencies such as pandemics, and has a
broad focus on healthy lives. It does not
have the power to enforce health policy, but
influences policy worldwide, especially in
low-income countries.

The World Health Organization plays an
essential coordinating role in surveillance,
response and policy for infectious and non-
infectious diseases. In fact, infectious
diseases have the most pressing need for
global coordination. Unlike non-
communicable diseases, infections can
spread rapidly from one country to another,

justas COVID spread to cause a pandemic.

We have much to thank the WHO for,
including the eradication of smallpox, a
feat which could not have been achieved
without global coordination and leadership.
It has also played a leading role in control of
polioand HIV.

Why does the US want to withdraw?

The reasons for withdrawing include: the
mishandling of the COVID-19 pandemic
... and other global health crises, its failure
to adopt urgently needed reforms, and its
inability to demonstrate independence
from the inappropriate political influence
of WHO member states.The executive
order also cites the disproportionately
higher payments the US makes to the WHO
compared to China. In 2024-25, the US
contributed 22% of the organisation’s
mandatory funding from member states
compared to about 15% for
China.President Trump initiated
withdrawal from the WHO over similar
concerns in 2020. But this was reversed by
President Biden in 2021.What happens

next?The withdrawal may take a year to
come into effect, and may need approval by
the US Congress.How this will play out is
unclear, but it seems likely the WHO will
lose US funding.The US withdrawal may
also be the final nail in the coffin for the
WHO Pandemic Agreement, which
faltered in 2024 when member states could
not agree on the final Trump’s executive
order states all negotiations around the
pandemic agreement will cease. However,
the order hints that the US will look at
working with international partners to
tackle global health.The US Centers for
Disease and Control (CDC) already has
such international partners and could
feasibly do this. It already convenes a
global network of training in outbreak
response, which could provide a model. But
to move in this direction needs finessing, as
another objective of the new US
government is to reduce or cease
international aid. The WHO also convenes a
range of expert committees and networks of
reference laboratories. One among many

network of laboratories is for influenza,
comprising more than 50 labs in41 member
states. This includes five “super labs”, one
of which is at the CDC. It’s unclear what
would happen to such networks, many of
which have major US components.

With the threat of bird flu mutating to become
a human pandemic these global networks
are critical for surveillance of pandemic
threats. WHO expert committees also drive
global health policy on a range of issues. It
is possible for the WHO to accredit labs in
non-member countries, or for experts from
non-member countries to be on WHO
expert committees. But how this will
unfold, especially for US government-
funded labs or experts who are US
government employees, is unclear.

Another potential impact of a US withdrawal
is the opportunity for other powerful
member nations to become more influential
once the US leaves. This may lead to
restrictions on US experts sitting on WHO
committees or working with the
organisation in other ways.
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Australian Open: Aryna
Sabalenka favourite in finale,
but Madison Keys no pushover

New Delhi. Sometimes you are like, I do not
know, I am just walking around the court
because I feel like she was playing a
PlayStation."

Paula Badosa was left stunned after Aryna
Sabalenka showed absolutely no mercy on
her best friend in the semi-final of the
Australian Open women’s singles on
Thursday. Since winning the Australian
Open in 2023 after taking down 2022
Wimbledon champion Elena Rybakina, the
Belarusian hasn’t looked back. She has
grown in stature, heading into a season as the
World No.1 for the first time in her career in
2025.The 6-4, 6-2 win against Badosa was
an absolute statement, showing how brutal
she has been on hard courts in the last two
years. The top-ranked star is now a step away
from becoming the first woman since
Martina Hingis in 1997-99 to win a hat-trick
of titles at Melbourne Park.Sabalenka will
now be up against Madison Keys in a final

where she will be the firm favourite. On
Saturday, January 25, at the Rod Laver
Arena, it should not raise eyebrows if
Sabalenka eases past Keys within a blink of
an eye. It’s easy to predict a one-sided final
given the form Sabalenka has been in.

But can one undermine Keys? Maybe not.

Keys wasn’t at her best in the semi-final
against Iga Swiatek. Let’s admit it. After
making 40 unforced errors, seven double
faults and dropping her serve six times, the
American stuttered at various stages of her
match against the Pole. She even faced a
match point in the third set, but somehow
managed to hold her nerve in the thrilling 10-
point tie-break.Given how she played
against Swiatek, although she won, it’s
tricky to bet on Keys to come up trumps in
the summit clash against Sabalenka, who has
taken down anyone and everyone who has
come in her path. But having played in
majors for over a decade, having gone
through several ups and downs, Keys cannot
be taken lightly by any stretch of the
imagination.Keys has also returned to Grand
Slam finals since losing to Sloanne Stephens
in the US Open final back in 2017. Ranked
No.14 in the world, Keys has a golden
chance to add a Grand Slam title to her name
and add to her nine trophies. Having beaten
Swiatek, who has four majors to her name,
Keys will be brimming with confidence and
will be looking to carry it into the final.

Ranji Trophy: Rohit
Sharma gives pep talk
to Mumbai after
Shardul Thakur heroics

NEW DELHI. Rohit Sharma might not have
scored enough on his return to domestic
cricket, but the India captain played the role
of a team man to perfection for Mumbai
against Jammu and Kashmir. Ahead of the
final innings of the Ranji Trophy match at the
Bandra Kurla Complex, Rohit gave a pep
talk to his teammates after Mumbai set
Jammu and Kashmir a target of 205 runs.At
the change of innings, it was Rohit, rather
than captain Ajinkya Rahane, who was seen
addressing the team. His teammates,
including Yashasvi Jaiswal and Shardul
Thakur, listened to the India captain with rapt
attention. Rohit appeared in good spirits as
he took his place in the slip cordon, with
Mumbai hunting for early wickets.Once
Jammu and Kashmir’s chase began, Ajinkya
Rahane took charge of proceedings, standing

in the mid-on and mid-off regions,
constantly engaging with Mumbai’s
bowlers.Mumbai had been in danger of
losing the Ranji Trophy match at home as
early as the second day. They were reduced
to 101 for 7 in their second innings, with a
lead of just 21 runs at that stage. However,
Shardul Thakur and Tanush Kotian rescued
the hosts, stitching together a crucial 184-run
partnership for the eighth wicket.Shardul
Thakur smashed his second first-class
hundred and celebrated it with unrestrained
emotion at BKC on Friday. Kotian
contributed with 62, as both batters remained
unbeaten at Stumps on Friday.

However, neither Shardul nor Tanush was able
to add much to their tallies on the following
day, getting out for 119 and 62, respectively.
Jammu and Kashmir’s pace trio of Umar
Nazir, Auqib Nabi, and Yudhvir Singh kept
things tight, restricting Mumbai to 290.

Rohit Sharma, playing his first Ranji Trophy
match in nine years, was dismissed for just 3
in the first innings. He managed 28 in the
second, showing glimpses of his silky
strokeplay. However, another half-hearted
shot cut short his stay at the crease after 35
balls.

New Delhi.

NEW DELHI.

IND vs ENG, 2nd T20I: Deflated England
set for another trial by spin in Chennai

wIndia vs England, 2nd T20I

preview: After struggling against
spin in Kolkata, England face
another stern test in Chennai,
known for its spin-friendly
conditions. India are sweating over
the fitness of opener Abhishek
Sharma, who twisted his ankle
during training on Friday.

New Delhi. India will aim to continue their

T201 juggernaut when they face England
in the second match of the ongoing five-
match series in Chennai on Saturday, 25
January. Since winning the T20 World Cup
last year, India have doubled down on their
aggressive brand of cricket, and it has
yielded significant dividends. The
transition following the retirement of
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli from the
format has been seamless.After defeating
Bangladesh at home and overcoming the
South African challenge, the Suryakumar

Yadav-led side was expected to face a stern
test against England, renowned for their
power-hitting prowess.However, the
much-anticipated opening T20I of the
series turned into a one-sided contest, with
England struggling against India's
spinners. The visitors were bowled out for
just 132 in 20 overs, and India chased the
target with ease, taking only 12.5 overs to
secure victory on Thursday.England will
look to put in a stronger all-round
performance, but their batters face another
trial by spin in Chennai.Vice-captain
Harry Brook, addressing the press on
Friday, attributed England's struggles
against spin in Kolkata to visibility issues
caused by smog. Chennai is expected to
offer clearer conditions, presenting a true
test of skill for England’s batters on a pitch
that traditionally favours spinners at the
MA Chidambaram Stadium.England's
vulnerability against spin is no secret. In
last year’s T20 World Cup clash, they were
bowled out for 103 while chasing 172,
with Axar Patel and Kuldeep Yadav
sharing six wickets between them.

More Varun threat in Chennai?

In Kolkata, it was Varun Chakravarthy who
dismantled England’s middle order
alongside Axar Patel and Ravi Bishnoi.
The three spinners conceded just 67 runs in

12 overs and took five wickets
collectively.Varun will be eager to repeat
his heroics, this time in front of his home

crowd in his first-ever T20I at Chepauk.
The Kolkata Knight Riders spinner
acknowledged the challenge England pose
but emphasised his preparedness.

“The first thing is preparation—studying the

batter, understanding their go-to shots, and
checking if they’ve added any new strokes
to their repertoire. I definitely do that
research. Based on that, and the pitch
conditions, I make certain calculations.
Some shots work on certain pitches, while
others don’t, so I plan accordingly,” Varun
said, highlighting his combination of
homework and instinctive decision-

Local boys Sundar and Varun recall fond
Chennai memories ahead of 2nd T201 vs ENG

India spinners
Washington Sundar and Varun
Chakravarthy reminisced about their
fond memories in Chennai ahead of
the 2nd T20I against England in the
city at the MA Chidambaram
Stadium. Chakravarthy expressed
excitement ahead of playing his first
game in Chennai as he recalled his
memories of playing at the venue,
while Sundar also took a nostalgic
trip down memory lane.Both Sundar
and Chakravarthy began their
cricketing journeys in Chennai
playing age group cricket and
eventually realised their dream of playing
for India. In a video released by the BCCI
(Board of Control for Cricket in India) on
their social media handles, Sundar recalled
his early days of playing cricket at the
Chepauk and mentioned how he used to
pester his father to get tickets for the
matches to watch the legends of the game
play.“Chepauk is the place where I sort of
started playing cricket as well. My dad used

to practice in the other ground, which was
used to be called Mac B. I used to pester my
dad to get me tickets just for us to be able to
come to the stadium and watch some of the
legends play over here. It’s a very, very
special and it's a great moment for all of us to
sort of experience,” said
Sundar.Furthermore, Chakravarthy also
revealed how he left cricket after school and
tried his hands at architecture, movie making
and other activities before finally making a

comeback again.] wanted to leave
cricket, but cricket didn't leave me:
Chakravarthy

“I've played a lot of initial selection
matches that I never used to get
selected, so. Yeah, it's been, one hell
of a ride because after school, I
completely stopped cricket and I went
into different parts, architecture,
movie making, and all those different
parts. And finally I came back to
cricket, as they say, I wanted to leave
cricket, but cricket didn't leave me. So
that's what happened. And it feels
good to be back here and to play in

front of my family for India. Definitely, I feel

very excited,” said Varun Chakravarthy.

Chakravarthy was adjudged Player of the

Match for his sensational spell in the series
opener against England in Kolkata as he
scalped 3/23 in four overs dismissing Jos
Buttler, Harry Brook and Liam Livingstone.
He will look to emulate his performance in
the second game as well in front of his
family.

Harbhajan Singh points out India's major
selection blunder for Champions Trophy

Former India spinner
Harbhajan Singh feels India have done a
major selection blunder by not selecting
Yuzvendra Chahal in their squad for the
upcoming ICC Champions Trophy 2025.
The selectors named a spin-heavy 15-
member squad for the mega event as they
included Kuldeep Yadav, Axar Patel,
Washington Sundar and Ravindra Jadeja.
However, wrist spinner Chahal was nowhere
to be found having last represented the
country in the 50-over format back in
January 2023 during the ODI series against
New Zealand.Since then, he hasn’t played
the format and was also ignored for the ODI
World Cup held the same year. Recently,
Harbhajan questioned Chahal’s absence
from the squad and mentioned how selectors
could’ve picked him in the team to add
variety to the spin attack as Jadeja and Patel
are similar kind of bowlers.“Sanju isn't
there. Yuzvendra Chahal isn't there, too.
You've picked four spinners, two of them are
left-armers. You could've included a leg-
spinner for variation, too. Chahal is a superb
bowler. I don't know what wrong he did, that

he doesn't fit in this team,” Harbhajan told
Switch.In 72 ODI matches played in his
career so far, the 34-year-old has picked 121
wickets at an average of 27.13 and an
economy of 5.26 with two five-wicket hauls
to his name. Chahal was last selected in the
Indian team for the T20 World Cup 2024,
where he unfortunately warmed the bench
for the entire tournament with Axar Patel,
Ravindra Jadeja and Kuldeep Yadav being
preferred over him in the playing
XI.Furthermore, the former off-spinner also
expressed dejection at Sanju Samson’s snub

from the team and argued that his batting
suits the format, mentioning his stellar
numbers in ODIs.

Sanju Samson scores runs but he is
dropped: Harbhajan“Truly, I feel bad for
him. He scores runs but he is dropped. I
know you can only select 15, but I feel his
batting suits the format. He has an
average of 55-56, but he isn't even there
as a second wicketkeeper. When we talk
about selecting him, people ask, in whose
place? Places can be made,” he
added.Samson has been in remarkable

form of late, having scored three centuries in
his last six T20I innings. He also slammed a
brilliant ton in his last ODI outing against
South Africa in December 2023. The 30-
year-old boasts an average of 56.66 after 14
innings in ODI cricket with 510 runs to his
name at a strike rate of 99.60. He has
registered one hundred and three fifties in
his career so far, but still his performances
haven’t been enough to impress the
selectors, with Rishabh Pant getting
preference over him.

making.England, known for their all-out
aggressive approach, need to show
adaptability, especially when early wickets
fall in the powerplay. Both Brook and
Liam Livingstone were guilty of poor
shot selection in Kolkata, throwing
away their wickets when England
were attempting to rebuild after
Arshdeep Singh’s early strikes. Team
News: India vs England, 2nd T201All
eyes will be on Mohammed Shami,
who missed the first T20I despite
being declared fit for international
cricket for the first time since the
2023 World Cup. Shami underwent
heel surgery and later suffered a knee
injury during the final phase of his
recovery. He missed the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy but was included in the
T20I squad ahead of the ODIs against
England and the Champions Trophy.His
absence in Kolkata raised a few eyebrows,
but the Indian camp have not indicated any
fresh injury concerns. It remains to be seen
whether Shami will make his much-
anticipated return in Chennai.Meanwhile,
India are sweating over an injury scare to
the in-form Abhishek Sharma. The
flamboyant opener, who smashed 79 off 34
balls, twisted his ankle during a catching
drill on Friday.

Ricky Ponting wants Australia
to continue with Sam Konstas

on Sri Lanka tour

New Delhi. Legendary Australia cricketer

Ricky Ponting wants the team management
to pick Sam Konstas as an opener for the
upcoming Test series against Sri Lanka.
Australia are set to take on Sri Lanka in a
two-match Test series beginning from
January 29 in Galle. Ahead of the rubber,
Ponting has backed Konstas to continue as
an opener after his remarkable debut against
India in the fourth Test of the recent five-
match series.The 19-year-old caught
everyone’s attention with his attacking
knock of 60 (65) on debut as he took on
India’s pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah and
reverse scooped him for boundaries.
Ponting said that Konstas deserves a chance
to get selected in the playing XI after his

magnificent debut.

"I think they will pick Konstas and I think they

should pick Konstas. He is the one they have
identified, he has hit the ground running
here in his first innings as well. He provided
a lot of entertainment and a lot of buzz
around that whole series. I think they need to
play him, to be honest. It is a hard place to
play and a hard place to win,” Ponting was
quoted as saying by the Sydney Morning
Herald.Furthermore, the former captain
acknowledged the threat Sri Lankan pitches
will pose to the Australian batters and
mentioned that it will be a great learning
experience for young Konstas.It will be a
great learning experience for Konstas:
Ponting“It will be a hard place to bat for all
of our guys, but especially some of the
younger guys who have not experienced
those conditions much in the past. But I
think they should pick him, it will be a great
learning experience for him. I would be
picking him if I was a selector," he
added.Australia have already qualified for
the ICC World Test Championship (WTC).

New Zealand pip Bangladesh to seal last
direct spot for Women's ODI World Cup 2025

<«Manoj Tiwary opened up

about being unfairly
targeted by Gautam Gambhir
during their time at Kolkata
Knight Riders, detailing
strained moments, including
a confrontation where Wasim
Akram had to intervene.

NEW DELHI. Bangladesh's hopes of securing

a direct berth in the 2025 ODI World Cup
were dashed after they lost the final match of
a three-match series in the West Indies on
Friday, January 24. New Zealand pipped
Bangladesh to automatic qualification for the

premier tournament, which will be held in

India for the first time since
2013.Bangladesh had a great opportunity to
seal direct qualification after defeating the
West Indies in the second ODI of their series
in Basseterre. However, in the series decider,

their batters crumbled under pressure, and
they were bundled out for just 118. The West
Indies comfortably chased down the target,
sealing a 2-1 series victory. The third ODI on
Friday was the final match of the ICC
Women’s Championship series.At the end of

the Women's Championship -- a 10-
team tournament in which all teams
played eight three-match series, four at
home and four away -- the top six
teams, including hosts India, secured
direct qualification for the World
Cup.Bangladesh and New Zealand
were tied on 21 points each after 24
matches. However, New Zealand
secured the higher position in the
standings due to an extra win.Australia
topped the Championship with 39
points, while India finished a close
second with 37. England (32), South
Africa (25), and Sri Lanka (22) are the
other teams to have secured direct
berths for the World Cup.Bangladesh
(21), West Indies (18), Pakistan (17)
and Ireland (eight) will be joined in the
Cricket World Cup Qualifier by Scotland and
Thailand, the two other highest ranked teams
as of 31 October 2024.The ICC is yet to
announce the dates for the Cricket World
Cup qualifier, in which two spots will be up

for grabs.
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artik Aaryan was recently spotted attending
Coldplay’s concert in Mumbai. The videos
nd photos of him from the concert are going
viral. Amid this, a video surfaced online in which he
is seen waving at fans while he waits for the show to
begin. Kartik is seen chatting with his other team
members.The fan took to his Instagram handle and
shared the video in which he is seen asking his other
friends also to see Kartik. Suddenly the actor
noticed and came forward to wave at them. They
were seen screaming with excitement. Many fans
dropped heart and fire emojis in the comment
section. Kartik Aaryan and his sister, Dr. Kritika
Tiwari, joined thousands of Coldplay fans at the
band’s Music of the Spheres World Tour concert in
Navi Mumbai’s DY Patil Stadium.

Taking to Instagram, Kartik posted a video capturing
the electric atmosphere of the concert and wrote,
“Sky Full Of Stars In My College Campus Pure
Magic (sic)." The post resonated with his fans, who
were thrilled to see the actor enjoying himself at the
venue where he once pursued his studies.

Just a few days before the concert, on January 11,
Kartik returned to DY Patil College for his
convocation ceremony, finally receiving his
engineering degree after over a decade. Reflecting
on his journey, he shared, “From sitting on the
backbench to standing on the stage for my
convocation — what a journey it’s been. DY Patil
University, you gave me memories, dreams, and
now, finally, my degree (only took over a decade!)."
He expressed gratitude to Vijay Patil, his teachers,
and students for the warm welcome he received.

On the professional front, Kartik was last seen in
Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3 in November 2024. He is
currently working on Anurag Basu’s upcoming
romantic drama alongside Triptii Dimri. Kartik is
also set to star in Tu Meri Main Tera, Main Tera Tu
Meri, a romantic comedy directed by Sameer
Vidwans and produced by Karan Johar’s Dharma
Productions and Namah Pictures, slated for release
in 2026. Reports suggest that Sharvari Wagh will
play the female lead.Kartik’s journey from being an
engineering student from Gwalior to becoming one
of Bollywood’s most bankable stars is inspiring.
Despite having no film connections, he pursued his
dream while sharing an apartment with 12
roommates in Mumbai, proving that hard work and
perseverance can lead to success.

Akshay Kumar DENIES Going To

e
BN Bcd While Vivek Oberoi Had Dinner
At His Place: 'This Doesn’t Happen'

Calls Chhaava Trailer ‘Blockbuster’,
Praises Vicky Kaushal And
Rashmika Mandanna's Look

riti Sanon is the latest celebrity to praise Vicky Kaushal starrer Chhaava trailer. Taking to

social media, Kriti shared her excitement, calling the trailer a “blockbuster" and lauding

the impressive looks of the lead pair. Earlier, Arjun Kapoor, Katrina Kaif, and Alia Bhatt
have also praised the trailer. The film is all set to release on February 14.Taking to her Instagram
stories, Kriti shared the trailer and wrote, “MASSIVE Mega Blockbuster Loading...
Goosebumps! @laxman.utekar sir!! Kya baat hai!! Killing it! #Dinoo #MaddockFilms
maddockfilms, laxman.utekar, rashmika mandanna, vickykaushal09 and 07 sonymusicindia
@vickykaushal09 looks like your best so far!!! outstanding!! @rashmika mandanna love the
marathi avatar! Royal, elegant and absolutely stunning! Goodluck to the entire team!" Rashmika
Mandanna reacted with a cute emoji.

Taking to his Instagram stories, Arjun
Kapoor shared the trailer and wrote, “It
promises a grand historical spectacle with
powerful storytelling and breathtaking
visuals... This one deserves to be
experienced on the big screen! Don’t
miss Chhaava in cinemas on 14th
February maddockfilms and arrahman
@vickykaushalO9
(@rashmika mandanna #Akshaye
Khanna Bashutosh ramnarayan
@divyadutta 25 @vineet ksofficial
(@dianapenty (@santoshjuvekarl2
#Dinesh Vijan @laxman.utekar."
Earlier, Alia Bhatt also praised the
trailer and wrote, ‘The trailer is
absolutely breathtaking.
Goosebumps all over. All the best

(red heart emoji)," while tagging Vicky Kaushal and Rashmika Mandanna. Earlier, Katrina

Kaif, Vicky’s wife, had also praised the trailer on her social media, expressing excitement with,

“Outstanding #DineshVijan. This is just (multiple fire emojis)," tagging filmmaker Laxman

Utekar, Vicky, Rashmika, and Akshaye.The trailer of Chhava sets the stage for an intense battle

of wills between the Marathas and the Mughals. As the Marathas strive to establish Swaraj, a

vision of freedom and safety for all, the Mughal empire stands firm, vowing to crush any

rebellion against its dominance. The dialogue crackles with tension, warning of the silent but
deadly hunt that awaits those who challenge the empire. Akshaye Khanna’s Aurangzeb then
goes on to say, “Purey khandaan ki laash par khadey hokar hum ne taaj pehna tha, use dobara usi
waqt pehneinge jab uss Sambha ki cheekhein poore Hindustan mein gunjengi."Directed by

Laxman Utekar, known for his work in films like Mimi (2021) and Luka Chuppi (2019), Chhava

marks another collaboration between Utekar and Vicky Kaushal following their recent comedy-

romance hit Zara Hatke Zara Bachke (2023).Chhava is a historical drama that revolves around the
life of Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj, the son of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. In the film, Vicky

Kaushal is set to portray the character of Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj, the eldest son of the Maratha

empire’s founder. The film also stars Ashutosh Rana, and Divya Dutta in key roles.

supposedly went to bed at 9:30 pm while Vivek

f Priyanka Chopra 4=

Drops Pics From Balaji Temple Visits As She | i mnmenie e

sees his guests off to their cars. Refuting Vivek’s

° ° * claim, hg said, "‘No, this does?’t happen. I drop
Begins Shoot For 53 Rajamouli's SSMB29 pele 1 i s | dont e by

Priyanka Chopra is currently in India for the SSMB29 is set to be produced in two parts, with the first house and said, “T am very good host. We usually

kshay Kumar, who is currently promoting
his film Sky Force, was recently asked
about his ‘early to bed, early to rise’ routine

and how he manages to socialise. He was
specifically asked about an incident where he

shoot of her next film with Mahesh Babu. The  instalment expected to release in 2027 and the second instalment don’t }}al’ve parties at home but when we host a
actress today took to her social handle and by 2029. party, it’s usually an early dinner. People come
shared glimpses of a temple visit ahead of the shoot. Mahesh Babu will be playing the male lead. Malayalam actor over, talk a bit, those who wantto drink, they drink

The film SSMB29 has been grabbing headlines for ~ Prithviraj Sukumaran will be playing the antagonist in the film. andand then I'see them off. . .

a long time. Priyanka was spotted visiting the It is rumoured that Mahesh Babu’s character would be inspired  »/Akshay explained that he is a “very good host" and
renowned Balaji temple.Taking to her alyvays sees his guests off to t_helr cars. Refuting
Instagram stories, Priyanka shared Vivek’s claim, he said, “No, this doesn’t happen. I
glimpses of the visit. She has not drop people till their cars. I don’t leave them by
mentioned anything in the caption. themselves.".He then opened up on parties at his
Last week also shared photos from the house and said, f‘I am very good host. We usually
temple visit and wrote, “With the don’t have parties at home but when we host a

blessings of Shri Balaji, a new chapter party, it’s usually an early dinner. People come
begins. over, talk a bit, those who want to drink, they drink

May we all find peace in our and and then I'see them off. o
hearts and prosperity and Earlier, in an interview with the same publication,
abundance all around us. Vivek praised Akshay’s discipline, calling it
God’s grace is infinite." “commendable” as the actor sticks to his routine
While she didn’t offer details without fail. He recalled a dinner at Akshay’s
on what “new chapter" house when, at 9:30 pm, Akshay went upstairs.
referred to, some speculated it “Akshay is so disciplined that one evening, we
hinted at her rumored were having dinner at his place, and as soon as the
collaboration with SS Rajamouli clock struck 9:30 pm, he went upstairs. We thought
and Mahesh Babu. In the post, | he was just going to the washroom, but he never
Priyanka appeared effortlessly returned. We kept waiting for him until 11 pm,
graceful as she posed at the temple, only for his wife, Twinkle Khanna, to come and
donning a gorgeous blue suit. tell us, “You guys should leave now. He’s already
Mahesh Babu and SS Rajamouli’s gone to sleep!’ That’s how disciplined he is. Hats

highly anticipated film SSMB29 is off'to him," he had said.

> officially underway. While the spotlight . . ) On the film front, Vivek has three movies lined up,
has been on this exciting pairing of Mahesh Babu and by Lord Hanuman. This film promises to feature stunning the first being is Masti 4. In an earlier chat with
Priyanka Chopra, the film promises to bring together a Vlsqals and engaging sForytelllng like never before.The official Screen, Vivek had opened up on it. “I am having a
‘ diverse array of talented artists from around the world. ~ P0¢J@ ceremony for this SSMB29 was held on January 2. The lot of fun cracking up between me, Riteish, Aftaab,
However, the full list of cast and crew is yet to be revealed, ~ SCTemony was held strictly private, and no pictures or glimpses and Induji, Milap Zaveri is directing it," he had
, - leaving fans eagerly awaiting more updates. from the same were released by the makers. said.
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