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In memory of our
Amrita, the legend

Hungary and India have two common icons. First,
someone who is noted in academic circles though
somewhat little known outside: the scholar Korosi
Csoma Sandor, better known as Csoma de Koros.
His connection with the Himalaya was strong and
intimate. He travelled and lived in Ladakh and was
perhaps the first European to visit and write about
Zanskar. In 1827, he moved to the secluded
monastic village of Kanum, in today’s district of
Kinnaur, where he lived for more than three years.
A tradition, though unverifiable, maintains that
while going through the ancient manuscripts at
Kanum, his hands would freeze in winter’s bitter
cold and often had to be prised open. Among his
many accomplishments was the first Tibetan-
English dictionary. The second person is someone
many of us know about: Amrita Sher-Gil, whose
Hungarian mother, Marie Antoinette Gottesmann,
was an opera singer. The father was Umrao Singh
Sher-Gil of Majitha — who apart from an
aristocratic lineage, was one of the pioneers of
photography in India, especially portraits.

We all like our little place in the sun. Even if this
comes from an all-too distant and a rather wobbly
hook to hang one’s claim to fame. For the moment,
it comes from the flimsy fact that the venerable
Amrita Sher-Gil and I share the same date of birth,
in late January. That priceless nugget was pointed
out a couple of years back when the Liszt Institute
of the Hungarian Embassy to India was holding a
celebration of the artist’s work. During the course
of conversation with the institute’s director, one
learnt that they did not have access to an absolutely
wonderful copy of the long-gone art magazine,
The Usha. In undivided Punjab, this was published
by the Panjab Literary League from Lahore.
Brilliant, but short-lived, the magazine was edited
by HL Prasher and DR Chaudhri.The issue of
August 1942 was devoted to the remarkable
Amrita Sher-Gil who, in her short life, was to
impact the art of India and even overhaul some of
it. As T have the treasure, one was only too happy to
make a copy and send it to the institute, which I'm
sure must have put it to better use than it loitering
on my bookshelves.On December 5, 1942, Amrita
passed away at the age of 28. Barely three days
before this, she and one of the editors of The Usha,
HL Prasher, had met. She was full of laughter and
‘was talking merrily’. She discussed her
forthcoming exhibition. Someone suggested that
if she really wanted to enjoy the remarks made by
visitors to her exhibitions, she should come in
disguise and remain incognito. Amrita liked the
idea, but the problem was: “What disguise should
she choose?” Prasher, tongue in cheek, suggested
that she should come dressed as a young Sikh,
complete with a turban, moustache and a beard. A
pair of spectacles could be thrown in for good
measure. That did not happen.

Amrita’s parents were in Shimla when a telegram
arrived saying that their daughter was very ill.
Umrao Singh and Antoinette rushed up to the
Summer Hill post office, which was a bare couple
of hundred yards from their house, and set up a
trunk call to Lahore. At night, another telegram
was delivered saying that Amrita had passed away.
A heartbroken Umrao Singh Sher-Gil wrote on the
death of his daughter: “During those 10 days (after
Amrita’s death), I often gazed on a watercolour
miniature of the Kangra School which Amrita had
left on the mantelpiece. It represented a young
woman, walking gaily with head averted,
oblivious of two deadly snakes lying right in the
pathway in front of her. It seemed to me that it
symbolised the last phase of her own life in coming
to Lahore with buoyant hopes, not aware of death
which lurked for her there.” After completing the
first draft of this piece, one put it aside and started
looking for something more on The Usha. Instead,
one ended up going down one of the Internet’s

wormholes to arrive at a crater on the planet menace. The problem is rooted in
Mercury. In 2016, the International Astronomical unregulated garbage dumps and sites like
Union named it in honour of Amrita Sher-Gil. This “hadda rodi”. where animal remains are

piece of information led to a revision of what one
had written and then, one could not but help
continuing along a road that had found a
bifurcation. Whenever I am in Delhi, among the
few things one tries to do, is visit the National
Museum of Modern Art.

As the Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao (BBBP) initiative
becomes 10 years old, an evaluation of the
programme leading to the ideal child sex ratio and
promoting the empowerment and education of the
girl child is fitting.According to the government
press note issued on the 10th anniversary of the
BBBBP, the sex ratio at birth (SRB) has improved from
918 in 2014-15 to 930 in 2023-24. Also, the girls'
enrolment in secondary education has improved
from 75.5 per cent to 78 per cent during the same
period. Additionally, women have been empowered
through skilling, economic initiatives and
widespread community engagement.While saluting
these achievements, one must step beyond to
understand how much women's lives have changed,
for the better or worse. Comparisons need data and
India relies on different surveys and data bases. They
include the civil registration system, the sample
registration system (annual) and the National Family
Health Surveys (NFHS). The NFHS surveys (2015-
16 and 2019-21) are the most reliable sources to
compare and comment on wider issues as they
provide a rich source of information. Because, after
all the numbers are crunched and digested,
ultimately, the true barometer of women's progress is
their status in society. While measuring this, some
things matter more than the others. One of the
important determinants is her age at the time of
marriage. This is because it is her health and her
understanding of both childbearing and child-rearing
that has an impact on generational health.The first
questions that should stem from BBBP is whether the
age of marriage of girls has gone up and whether
teenage pregnancies have come down. This is
because girls who marry young remain socially
isolated and are denied the fruits of
education.Despite the Prohibition of Child Marriage

The bigger message to everyone, especially India,

Punjab’s stray dog crisis is spiralling out of
control, with over two lakh dog bite cases
reported in 2024. Ludhiana, Patiala and
Mohali are leading the pack, with Mohali
alone recording 16,047 cases. Yet, despite
the alarming statistics and public outcry,
Punjab is dragging its feet on providing
financial compensation to victims,
mandated by the Punjab and Haryana High
Court.

The tragic mauling of a nine-year-old boy in
Nabha is a grim reminder of the growing

carelessly discarded, creating a haven for
feral dogs. Urban eateries dumping bones
and meat waste add fuel to the fire, making
the problem even worse. The authorities appear more
reactive than proactive. While the Nabha SDM has

Better to jaw-jaw than to war-war

THE GREAT GAME: The bigger message to everyone is that Naya America has no problems talking fo anyone

IN the merry-go-round world of global politics, here’s

how the cookie is crumbling this week.US President
Donald Trump has told Fox News that he spoke to
Chinese President Xi Jinping last week, just before
his inaugural, on “Tiktok, trade and Taiwan” and that
the conversation was friendly. Now we know that
Trump had invited Xi to his inaugural too, but Xi
sent Vice-President Han Zheng instead. Moreover,
Trump has since both called off his proposed ban on
Tiktok as well as his campaign harrumph on
imposing tariffs (as high as 60 per cent) on China.We
also know that Indian officials in the embassy in
Washington DC had requested the Trump transition
team, on the eve of the inaugural, for an invite for
Prime Minister Modi to attend. But Trump’s men
remonstrated, saying there was too much
happening and not enough time — some such
excuse.Instead, they gave External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar a front-row seat to all the
goings-on that afternoon. (No one knows where
Han Zheng sat.) The Americans, keenly aware
that perception is half of any foreign policy
success, also organised a Quad meeting the day
after — it sent a message to the Chinese that you
may be snapping at our heels, but hey, we have
India, Australia and Japan in our pack.

is that Naya America has no problems talking to J
anyone — it’s enough to look around you and
notice how nations are changing friends faster
than the flow of the Ganga at the Maha Kumbh.
One month ago, Trump was threatening hell or
high water with Xi — he is now purring like a
Siamese cat. And earlier this week, a team from
Pakistan’s ISI establishment flew to Bangladesh, for
the first time since 2009 — mere days after a
Bangladeshi military delegation led by Lt Gen SM
Kamrul Hassan, the Principal Staff Officer of the
Armed Forces Division, flew to Islamabad.In the
middle of this churning, the only bond that has
remained steadfast is the one that both sides define
as being “higher than the mountains, deeper than the
seas and sweeter than honey” — the one between
Pakistan and China.So dear Reader, as you watch the
earth turn on its axis, watch also the shrivelling of
old allegiances and the thrill that comes with
building new ones. In Punjab, you cast off the old
and the unwanted at Lohri, because at Makar
Sankranti, when the month of Magh unveils itself, a
new world awaits.See what Magh has heralded for

as

the world so far : New friendships between the US
and China, an underlining of old ties between China
and Pakistan as well as an unusual intimacy between
Pakistan and Bangladesh — they were part of one
country, after all, once upon a time, until the world
shifted in 1971 and a new nation was born.Now the
world is shifting again. It’s clear that the ISI is in
charge of Bangladesh. Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus has turned out to be a ‘mukhauta’ who has
played his role as saviour to the hilt — it doesn’t
matter if and when he moves on, Pakistan has won
the latest round in the great game unfolding once
again in South Asia.India may be on the back foot in

Bangladesh — which is why it’s a good thing it is
standing by its old friend, Sheikh Hasina. And since
the ISI is back in Dhaka, you can bet your last taka
that the attempt to destabilise India’s North-east will
be the new game in town.Remember, dear Reader,
that Manipur continues to burn, after almost two
years, that Assam is sitting on a powder-keg, that
Mizoram is so unsettled — that Bangladesh is next
door.So as Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri flies to
Beijing on Republic Day — and the symbolism on
that one will wait to be explained another day — the
fact remains that the recent Modi-Xi embrace in
Kazan, Russia, no doubt brokered by Russian
President Vladimir Putin, allowed both India and
China to return a series of conversations on their
long-standing territorial dispute.

Dog bite crisis

Punjab needs proactive steps, not band-aids

ordered vaccinations and awaits reports, this piecemeal
approach won’t solve a crisis of this magnitude. Punjab
needs a comprehensive action plan involving sterilisation

How our betis are faring, 10 years on

More attention needs to be paid to enforcing the Iegul age of murrluge and mcenhwsmg births after 20 years.

Act (2006) the practice of child marriage
remains widespread. Though the NFHS data
reveals a decline in child marriages, their
number remains high. Child marriages have
reduced from 47 per cent (in 2005-06) to (26
per cent) in 10 years and in the next five
years, to around 23 per cent. Given the size of
our country, 23 per cent is still unacceptably
high.

While more girls may have been saved from
being aborted, the benefits of poshan
(nutrition) and padhai (education) would
have eluded most girls who were married
before 18. Because, among other factors, it is
in the teenage years that anaemia is at its
peak and has cascading effects on the
patient’s health.

The second important goal that BBBP has
rightly focused on is curbing the practice of
female foeticide. What is the status on that?
The ideal child sex ratio, according to the
WHO, is 950 girls to 1,000 boys. As per the
latest NFHS-5 data, the ratio has gone up
from 919 girls to 929 girls for every 1,000
boys born. This is good progress, but the data for
many states remains far from satisfactory.According
to figures released by the Government of Haryana,
the sex ratio was recorded at 905 girls for 1,000 boys
in the first 10 months of 2024. The districts of
Gurugram (859), Rewari (868), Charkhi Dadri (873),
Rohtak (880), Panipat (890) and Mahendragarh
(896) were the worst performers, all recording a
below-900 sex ratio. Despite economic progress,
many Haryanvis still want sons. Exhortations alone
will not change the overall picture of saving the girl
child.A declining sex ratio means that female
foetuses are being killed in the womb.Several other

states also have a child sex ratio less than 932, as per
the NFHS-5. They include Rajasthan, Jharkhand,

Punjab, Telangana, Maharashtra, Bihar, Goa,
Himachal Pradesh, Odisha and Tamil Nadu. Delhi
and Chandigarh, too, have adverse sex ratios.It
shows that education and wealth, if anything,
exacerbate the demand for sex determination,
underscoring the craving for sons.At the same time,
there has been a perceptible improvement in states
like Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh and West Bengal. They are hovering nearer
the WHO ideal. It indicates how much of the progress
rests with the state leadership. A right-thinking chief
minister can do wonders by giving primacy to BBBP

That’s a good thing. Much better to jaw-jaw than to

war-war, especially if you consider the enormous
military disparity between India and China. So while
the agreement allows Indian troops to return to
patrolling areas they could not since April 2020, it is
still unclear where the buffer zones lie and whether
both sides are returning to a pre-April 2020 position.

Meanwhile, it’s a good thing too that PM Modi is

seeking an early meeting with Trump — he will
understand the extent of the US-China tango that is
currently unfolding, with Elon Musk in attendance
as Chief Liaison Officer. Clearly both Trump and
Musk want to rebalance the highly unequal trade that
is currently in China’s favour, but
they have no problem talking to the
enemy.It’s what Putin is also
currently doing — circling, fencing,
jousting with Trump. Let’s talk, he’s
saying, what is it exactly that you
want? Even as Putin rained
destruction on his blood brothers in
Ukraine these last two years, it is
clear he has prepared for a
conversation with Joe Biden’s
successor.The problem with New
Delhi is that it allows emotion to
come in the way of the games big
nations play. Unlike Trump and
Putin and Xi — who are always
willing to negotiate with their
enemies because the first rule of
thumb in all politics is to keep your
friends close and your enemies
closer — PM Modi won’t talk to
Pakistan for a number of reasons. Cross-border
terrorism, anyone?

But then again the news is that Delhi is unhappy with

Nepal PM KP Oli because he dared to first travel to
Beijing instead of coming to Delhi, and so an Oli
visit to Delhi is being forever postponed. It’s another
matter that the prime benefactors of both Pakistan
and Nepal are China — so the mystifying question,
why is India punishing the peoples of these countries
even ifit doesn’t agree with their governments?

Ever wondered what prevents this incredibly diverse,

ancient nation that has always followed its own
rhythms from achieving greatness? In this month of
Magh, the answers beckon, you just have to know
where to look for them.

drives, waste management reforms and
education campaigns. Without this, incidents
like Nabha will only multiply.

Adding insult to injury, the state has failed to
honour the high court’s directive to compensate
victims adequately — Rs 10,000 per tooth mark
and Rs 20,000 for severe wounds. For victims,
this lapse is a double blow: suffering both
physical trauma and bureaucratic indifference.
The State Rabies Control Programme offers
free vaccines, but lax enforcement of
vaccination schedules could worsen health
outcomes. As rising numbers of canine fury
point to a silent emergency of epidemic
proportions, Punjab must act decisively. It must
collaborate with municipal bodies, health
authorities and animal welfare groups to make
cities safer for people and animals alike.

Tackling dog bites needs proactive measures, not band-

aids.

and related health programmes.

§ It is a matter of comfort that the Health
Ministry has extended the National
Health Mission by five years. Started in
2005, the NHM has done more to
improve the health indicators of
women than any other
programme.Among the achievements
relevant in the context of women's
status is the decline of India's fertility
rate to below the replacement level.
Though it is cause for fresh worry
about what will happen to the states
that are aging, the plus side is that
except for the identified districts —
mainly in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar —
the days of unwanted and repeated
child births are over. It is a great
blessing for women.

. Side by side, institutional births, that is
. Dbirths under medical supervision, have
increased phenomenally. An
institutional birth benefits women
hugely as it ensures that they undergo
antenatal check-ups and are sensitised and skilled in
spacing out children, which also staves off unwanted
pregnancies. As a result, maternal and infant
mortality have reduced substantially. The increase in
poorer households' access to clean drinking water,
improved sanitation (toilets) and clean cooking fuel
have also impacted women's lives for the better.
Though they may not be directly related to BBBP,
they give much reason for satisfaction.Taking the
important indicators into account and without
making BBBB a separate vertical silo, it is apparent
that women's status has improved. The question is
how much and in what respect.
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How to use your Emergency
Fund

New Delhi. Subra has Rs 1 lakh of emergency fund.
Should Subra use that money to invest in ELSS to
save some Income tax? — Reader’s Question.

I asked her —how much is your monthly expenses? She
said — Rs 50,000 but could go up to Rs 70,000. How
much time did it take to build this Rs 1 lakh as
emergency fund?This is what I told her: You need
about Rs 4-6 lakh as emergency fund because you
have young children and ageing parents to support.
Right now, you have only Rs 1 lakh and you have
struggled reaching here. Also, using Emergency fund
for investing or even paying Income tax is not the
best way to handle money! Paying taxes is better than
investing in ELSS especially for you.

I would suggest you to start a SIP in an ELSS fund for
R4,000 and a RD in a bank for Rs 5,000. At the end of
the year, you would have invested Rs 48000 in ELSS
and have a further Rs 60,000 in your emergency Kkitty.
Your Emergency Fund should primarily be used for
unexpected and urgent expenses for you or your
parents that could impact you if not addressed
promptly. Here are some specific scenarios where
using your emergency fund would be appropriate:

Medical emergencies: Sudden health issues or
accidents that require immediate medical attention,
especially if your insurance does not cover all costs
or if you need to pay upfront. If your medical
insurance is not cashless, you should charge it on
your credit card. On the due date, use your
emergency fund.Job loss: If you’re unexpectedly laid
off or lose your job, the emergency fund can help
cover living expenses while you search for new
employment.Urgent home repairs: Emergencies like
a refrigerator breakdown, or some major plumbing
work, or electric work —has to be done, can be funded
using EF. .Car repairs: Essential repairs if your
vehicle breaks down unexpectedly, and you rely on it
for work travel.Unforeseen travel: If you need to
travel unexpectedly due to a family emergency or
other critical situations. Of course, your credit card is
what you will use, but on the due date you may have
to use your emergency fund!

Govt invites applications for
Sebi chief post as Buch's
term ends on Feb 28

New Delhi. With less than a month left for the tenure
of Madhabi Puri Buch to end as the chairperson of
Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi), the
Ministry of Finance has invited fresh applications
for the post.

The last day for submission of applications is February
17. The current chairperson’s tenure ends on
February 28. Buch took charge of the board on
March 1, 2022 and was the first person from the
private sector and the youngest to hold the position.
She is also the first woman to chair the market
regulator. She had earlier served as the whole-time
member of Sebi from April 2017 to October 2021.
An extension in the term can't be ruled out if a proper
candidate isn't found before Buch's term ends.
Market watchers say several bureaucrats could be in
the fray. The advertisement for the post was
published in several newspapers on Monday.
According to the advertisement, the new
appointment will be for five years instead of the
usual three-year tenure. The detailed application
format will be made available on the Department of
Economic Affairs' website.

Buch’s last year in the office has remained turbulent

with allegations from US-based short seller
Hindenburg on the market regulator’s probe in the
Adani matter. The short seller, which has now
decided to wind up its operations, had questioned the
objectivity of Buch in the probe and alleged conflict
of interest. Congress on the other hand had made
accusations of corruption and benefiting from other
corporates. However, Buch and her husband have
refuted the allegations at different stages.
Further, Buch also faced criticism from Sebi
employees, who went on protest on several matters,
including allegations of “toxic work culture”. The
protests had forced Sebi to withdraw a press release
on the HR-related issues.

Despite being at the centre of the storm, Buch's tenure
also saw fast-paced changes in the regulatory
ecosystem with faster settlements, more disclosures
from foreign portfolio investments (FPIs), more ease
of business steps for mutual funds, AIFs, and steps to
curb float with the stock brokers.

Analysts maintain 'Buy’ calls
on ICICI Bank after Q3; see
up to 32% upside

New Delhi. ICICI Bank share price was
outperforming the stock markets on Monday,
January 27, 2025, after showcasing a ‘resilient’
quarterly performance for the October-to-
December quarter (Q3) of the current financial
year (FY25).

On Saturday, private lender ICICI Bank's
standalone Q3FY25 net profit jumped 14.8 per
centyear—on—year (Y-0-Y)toRs 11,792 crore.

The lender posted a healthy rise in net interest
income (NII) to Rs 20,371 crore in Q3, up 9.1 per
cent Y-o-Y. Its net interest margin stayed largely
flat, cooling off 2 basis points (bps) to 4.25 per
cent, compared to 4.27 per cent in the previous
quarter.The growth in NII came on the back of a
15.1-per cent Y-o-Y and 3.2-per cent sequential
growth in net advances to Rs 12.82 trillion. Total
deposits, meanwhile, increased better-than-
industry average at 14.1 per cent Y-0-Y and 1.5 per
cent sequentially to Rs 15.20 trillion.

ICICI Bank’s asset quality remained resilient during
a tough macro environment with gross non-
performing assets (GNPAs) ratio coming at 1.96
per cent as of December 31, 2024, compared to
1.97 per cent as of September 30, 2024. The net
NPA ratio was 0.42 per cent at the end of December
quarter.

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock market

New bid for TikTok from Perplexity Al
could give US government 50% stake

WASHINGTON. Perplexity Al has

presented a new proposal to TikTok’s
parent company that would allow the US
government to own up to 50% of a new
entity that merges Perplexity with
TikTok’s US business, according to a
person familiar with the matter.The
proposal, submitted last week, is a
revision of a prior plan the artificial
intelligence startup had presented to
TikTok’s parent ByteDance on Jan. 18, a
day before the law that bans TikTok went
into effect.The first proposal, which
ByteDance hasn’t responded to, sought to
create a new structure that would merge
San Francisco-based Perplexity with
TikTok’s US business and include
investments from other investors.The
new proposal ould allow the US
government to own up to half of that new
structure once it makes an initial public
offering of at least $300 billion, said the
person, who was not authorized to speak
about the proposal. The person said
Perplexity’s proposal was revised based

off of feedback from the Trump
administration.If the plan is successful,
the shares owned by the government
would not have voting power, the person
said. The government also would not get
a seat on the new company’s
board.ByteDance and TikTok did not
immediately responded to a request for
comment.Under the plan, ByteDance
would not have to completely cut ties
with TikTok, a favorable outcome for its
investors. But it would have to allow a
“full US board control,” the person
said.Under the proposal, the China-based
tech company would contribute TikTok’s
US business without the proprietary
algorithm that fuels what users see on the
app, according to a document seen by the
Associated Press. In exchange,
ByteDance’s existing investors will get
equity in the new structure that
emerges.The proposal seems to mirror a
strategy Steven Mnuchin, treasury
secretary during Trump’s first term,
discussed Sunday on Fox News’ Sunday

Morning Futures — that a new investor in
TikTok could simply “dilute down” the
Chinese ownership and satisfy the law.
Mnuchin has previously expressed
interest in investing in the company.“But
the technology needs to be disconnected
from China,” he added. “It needs to be
disconnected from ByteDance. There’s
absolutely no way that China would ever
let us have something like that in
China.”The Perplexity proposal comes as
several investors are expressing interest in
TikTok. President Donald Trump said late
Saturday that he expects a deal will be

made in as soon as 30 days.

On a flight from Las Vegas to Miami on
Air Force One, Trump also said he
hadn’t discussed a deal with Larry
Ellison, CEO of software maker
Oracle, despite a report that Oracle,
along with outside investors, was
considering taking over TikTok’s
global operation.“Numerous people
are talking to me. Very substantial
people,” Trump said. “We have a lot
of interest in it, and the United States

will be a big beneficiary. ... I’d only do it if

the United States benefits.”Under a

bipartisan law passed last year, TikTok

was to be banned in the United States by

Jan. 19 if it did not cut ties with

ByteDance. The Supreme Court upheld

the law, but Trump then issued an

executive order to halt enforcement of the
law for 75 days.Trump, on Air Force One,
noted that Ellison lives “right down the
road” from his Mar-a-Lago estate, but
added, “I never spoke to Larry about
TikTok.

Sensex, Nifty extend losses; IT and
metal stocks drag markets down

indices opened lower, extending their
losses this month led by a decline in IT
and metal sector stocks.The S&P BSE
Sensex tanked 378.29 points to
75,812.17, while the NSE Nifty50 was
down by 92.40 points to 22,999.80 as of
9:45 AM.Dr. V K Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit Financial
Services said that the market sentiment
has turned weak.Sustained FPI selling
(Rs 69000 crores in January, so far) is
impacting the market. Despite DII
buying of Rs 67,000 crore in January,
so far, the market is under pressure. A
major concern is that President Trump
is coming up with new threats like the
25 % tariff on Columbia for its refusal
to take back deported illegal
immigrants. The threatened 25% tariff
on Canada and Mexico might be
implemented from February Ist
onwards. Therefore, will Trump walk
his talk on other threats including tariffs
on China and other countries, is a
question that is being asked in
economic and market circles now.
These concerns are weighing on the
markets," he added.Several
heavyweight stocks showed mixed
performance. Britannia Industries led

far behind with a 3.19% drop.

The Nifty Media sector took a significant
hit, falling 3.92%. Consumer-focused
sectors also faced selling pressure, with
Nifty Consumer Durables declining
2.34%. The metals space witnessed
weakness as the Nifty Metal index fell
2.16%, while the technology sector
represented by Nifty I'T shed 1.95%.

Banking and financial indices showed
relatively lower losses but remained
negative - Nifty Bank dropped 0.84%,
and both Nifty Financial Services
indices declined by 0.64% and 0.84%
respectively. Other sectors that felt the
heat included Nifty Healthcare (down
1.85%), Nifty Oil & Gas (down
1.78%), and Nifty Auto (down 1.27%).
The real estate sector showed some
resilience, with Nifty Realty posting
the smallest decline of 0.40%, though
still ending in negative territory."This
6-day week is likely to be highly
volatile with other major events like the
Fed decision and the Budget in India.
The market is looking forward to fiscal
stimulus through income tax cuts in the
Budget. If the expectations are met,
there can be a relief rally in the market.
But if a rally is to sustain, we need data
indicating growth and.

the gainers with a 2.01% jump,
followed by ICICI Bank which rose by
1.15%. Hindustan Unilever continued
its positive momentum with a 1.08%
increase, while Larsen & Toubro added
0.77% to its value. State Bank of India
rounded off the gainers with a modest
uptick of 0.62%.JSW Steel took the
biggest hit, dropping 2.57%. Power
Grid Corporation wasn't far behind
with a decline of 1.98%, while HCL
Technologies slipped by 1.84%. BEL
(Bharat Electronics Limited) fell by
1.54%, and Wipro shares retreated by
1.34%.In a broad-based decline across
sectors today, all Nifty sectoral indices
were in the red, with no gainers in sight.
The Nifty Midsmall Healthcare index
emerged as the biggest laggard,
tumbling 3.37%, while the Nifty
Midsmall IT & Telecom sector wasn't

Why generate an investment rulebook

New Delhi. India completed 75 years of
being a Republic on Sunday. It was no
mean achievement for a country that
pundits predicted would fail in the 40s
and 50s. All stakeholders must follow
the Constitution as a guidebook
regardless of political ideology.
Despite multiple differences, there is a
relative public consensus that we have
to function as a democracy and follow
the laws in the written
Constitution.Imagine your life as a
chaotic place like India in 1947. There
are problems galore. Unlike the
situation then, the risks to your life are
low. However, you know that you need
to take control of it. You need to
establish an order that allows you to

lead an everyday life. The role of
money in your life cannot be
understated.The root cause of
disruption in life is related to your
finances. They may not aligned with
your life goals. But you know your
future depends on how you handle your
income and expenditure. You also
know that your savings and
investments require a rule book you
agree to without grumbling.

The reason to flag that concern as we
celebrate 75 years of being a Republic
is due to the churn you do with your
mutual fund systematic investment
plans. Almost 90% of the SIPs that
power the Indian domestic investment
into the stock market are withdrawn
within three years. There could be

several reasons for that.

First, it could be a loss of income. There is
a possibility that you do not have the
money to continue making that
commitment any more. That could lead
to the snapping of fixed commitments
like SIPs every month that are meant for
the future. Your state of work may look
uncertain now, but it is unlikely to
remain like that forever. You will find
work sooner than later.The lesson to
learn here is that you cannot stop
investing no matter what. You can scale
it down, but continue to invest. You can
always step up as you regain your
income. You must ensure that your
commitments are manageable even if
you suffer an income loss in the short
term. That requires astute financial
management.

EV market share will
double in 2025: Vivek
Srivatsa

NEW DELHI. Tata Motors, India’s largest electric
carmaker, remains unfazed by potential market
share pressures despite major competitors -
Maruti  Suzuki, Mahindra & Mahindra and
Hyundai - launching/unveiling their much
anticipated electric vehicles (EVs) in recent
times.“The EV market is set to expand, and
consumers will begin comparing products more
closely. This is a positive development for us
because we are confident in the strength of our
offerings. We are the only company in India with
2 lakh EV customers who have collectively
covered over 5 billion kilometers. This gives us a
significant advantage,” Vivek Srivatsa, Chief
Commercial Officer of Tata Passenger Electric
Mobility told TNIE.He added, “The trust we have
built, the diverse customer base we serve, and the
wide product range we offer - from Rs 8 lakh to Rs
22 lakh - are key factors in our leadership. With
more EVs in the pipeline, this range will only
grow. We are confident in our position and not
concerned about market share.” Tata Motors was
the top EV seller with 61,496 units sold in 2024,
compared to 60,100 in 2023.However, its market
share decreased from 73% to 62%. Going forward
in 2025, Tata Motors will be launching the Harrier
EV in the first half of the year and the much
anticipated Sierra EV in the second half. These
two models will help Tata Motors to take on the
new EVs launched by Mahindra & Mahindra,
Hyundai’s Creta Electric and Maruti Suzuki’s e
Vitara. Srivatsa said that with more players
joining the EV space, the category as a whole will
grow significantly.“Currently, EVs make up a
little over 2% of the total passenger vehicle
market. We need to surpass the 5-6% mark, and
once that happens, the growth will accelerate
rapidly. It is possible for the EV market to double
its penetration this year.”However, for the overall
passenger (PV) vehicle market, he expects the
growth rate to slow. “2025 is likely to be a
challenging year for the PV industry. Over the
past 3-4 years, the industry witnessed spectacular
growth, but this year, that growth is expected to
moderate, especially given the high stock levels
across the network,” said Srivatsa. PVs grew by
4.2% in 2024 as compared to last year, with sales
of around 4.3 million units.For Tata Motors,
Srivatsa said that sales growth this year will be led
by EVs and CNG-powered vehicles. He added
that their recently launched coupe SUV Curvv is
performing “very well”. “It has a unique,
differentiated design, and Indian consumers often
take some time to fully appreciate innovative
designs. I am confident that as the car becomes
more visible on the roads, its sales will grow
significantly,” he said.

Why H-1B visa matters to students, workers

BENGALURU. Ever

since the

announcement of the H-1B visa reform
programme, foreign talent, especially
Indians studying or working in the US
have been concerned about uncertainties,
and with US President Donald Trump’s
executive order on birthright citizenship,
concerns are now growing among visa

holders.

Who can apply for H-1B visa?
Through this programme, US employers

can hire foreign workers in specialty
occupations. According to US Citizenship
and Immigration Services (USCIS), the
specific duties of the offered position are
so specialised, complex or unique that the
knowledge required to perform them is
associated with the attainment of a US
bachelor’s or higher degree.

H-1B status.
Interestingly, Indians are the biggest About 85,000 (65,000+ 20,000 additional

Fullscreen

“One thing is certain, the recent H-1B visa

of visa holders from $60,000 to over
$1,20,000.“With automatic cap-gap
extensions, students will no longer face
the anxiety of losing their lawful status
while waiting for their applications to
be processed. This is a game-changer
for many international students who
aspire to build their careers in the US.
Moreover, the revisions to what
constitutes a “specialty occupation”
are noteworthy.

The updated criteria ensure that there’s a
clear connection between job duties
and required degrees, making it easier
for both employers and applicants to
understand eligibility. This clarity is
essential in preventing confusion and
ensuring that qualified candidates can

secure positions that match their skills,”
adds Singh.

reforms will make a significant impact on
how foreign talent, particularly from
India, will navigate the US job market.
The new rules are designed to streamline
the application process and enhance
flexibility for employers. This means that
companies can now more easily retain
skilled workers who are crucial for their
growth and innovation,” says Somdutta
Singh, Founder and CEO Assiduus and
Investor with Karma Holdings.

beneficiaries of this visa programme, and
top Indian IT firms heavily rely on H-1B
visas. According to USCIS, Amazon is the
top beneficiary with 9,265 visas, followed
by Infosys with 8,140 visas for the fiscal
year ended September 30, 2024. Out of
the total 1.3 lakh visas issued, close to
24,766 visas were issued to Indian-origin
firms. With a new registration process that
has been put in place, experts believe it
will improve the transition process for F-1
visa holders (US student visa) moving to

visas) H-1B visas are issued each year.
Apart from a base filing fee of $460 for H-
1B petitions, employers also pay anti-
fraud fees and premium processing fees,
among others. Usually, H-1B status is
valid up to 3 years and also extendable up
to another 3 years. A H-1B visa holder can
work till six years.After six years, the
employer can submit again a petition with
a request to extend one’s status. Also, the
proposed changes in the new programme
can raise the minimum salary requirement

For entrepreneurs, those who own a

majority stake in their companies can now
self-petition for H-1B visas under stricter
conditions, allowing them to pursue their
business ventures more freely. “With the
Trump administration’s policies,
particularly regarding H-1B visa
regulations, the global talent landscape
has shifted notably,” says Dhriti Prasanna
Mahanta, VP, TeamLease Degree
Apprenticeship.
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Northwest Delhi starts voter information
slips distribution ahead of election

The slips aim to inform the eligible voters about their enrolment in the voter list.

NEW DELHI. The North-West Delhi
District Election Office announced on
Sunday that it has started distributing voter
information slips for the Delhi Assembly
elections to be held on February 5. The slips
aim to inform the eligible voters about their
enrolment in the voter list.

District Election Officer and Deputy
Commissioner Ankita Anand said, “The
voter information slips will be distributed
throughout the district... This initiative
ensures that all eligible voters are informed
about their enrolment and are ready to
exercise their democratic right on February
5.

Election officials have begun reaching out to
every household in the district to distribute
the voter information slips which will
include essential information such as the
voter’s name, polling station and other
relevant details. This will make it easier for
citizens to find their polling booths and vote

Delhi traffic advisory issued for
beating retreat rehearsals

NEW DELHI. The Delhi Police has announced detailed
traffic arrangements ahead of the Beating Retreat
rehearsals scheduled for Monday and Tuesday at Vijay
Chowk. The rehearsals, a precursor to the formal
conclusion of Republic Day celebrations on January 29,
will necessitate significant traffic restrictions.

According to the advisory, Vijay Chowk will remain
closed for general traffic from 2pm to 9:30pm on both
days. Restrictions will also be in place on key routes,
including Rafi Marg (between Sunchri Masjid and
Krishi Bhawan roundabouts), Raisina Road (from Krishi
Bhawan towards Vijay Chowk), Dara Shikoh Road,
Krishna Menon Marg, Sunehri Masjid, and Kartavya
Path (between Vijay Chowk and ‘C’-Hexagon).
Motorists are advised to avoid the restricted areas and
opt for alternate routes such as Ring Road, Ridge Road,
Aurobindo Marg, Madarsa T-Point, Safdarjung Road,
Kamal Ataturk Marg, Rani Jhansi Road, and Minto Road
to minimise inconvenience, it said. The advisory
highlights temporary diversions for DTC and other city
buses. Central Secretariat-bound buses will terminate at
Udyan Marg and return via Kali Bari Marg, Mandir
Marg, and Shankar Road.

Hottest Republic Day in 8 years:
Why Delhi is unusually warm this
January

New Delhi. Delhi has been witnessing an unprecedented
rise in temperatures during the daytime recently, with
the mercury reaching up to 26 degrees Celsius this
month. In fact, it was the warmest Republic Day
recorded in the national capital in eight years. The
maximum temperature in Delhi shotup to 23.7 degrees
Celsius on January 26, two notches above normal. The
warmest Republic Day recorded in Delhi was back in
2017 when the city saw the maximum temperature rise
to 26.1 degrees Celsius.

This is a rare occurrence for Delhi, where maximum
temperatures typically remain below 25 degrees
Celsius in January. While the minimum temperatures
have dipped recently, the temperatures recorded in
mornings have often crossed 10 degrees Celsius. This
unusual pattern poses difficult questions — is it a
natural phenomenon or the result of a mix of specific
conditions?

Dry Westerly Winds Driving Daytime Temperature
Increase

In recent times, Delhi and its surrounding areas have
experienced strong southwesterly winds from the
Arabian Sea, blowing at speeds of around 15
kilometres per hour. These winds are dry, unlike
western disturbances, which typically carry moisture.
Moisture in the air absorbs the solar radiation. Due to
the absence of this moisture, more radiation ends up
reaching the ground, resulting in a rise in temperatures.

Adiabatic Warming System Contributing to the Rise

Another factor that has been seen as a major cause
behind the rise in temperatures is what is known as the
adiabatic system. This adiabatic process develops
when the air flows across two layers — the windward
side (north of the Himalayas) and the leeward side
(south of the Himalayas).On the windward side, there
is rain or snow after the air rises to higher altitudes and
cools down.

without difficulty, a statement said. Anand
highlighted the importance of the initiative,
saying, “Our teams are working hard to

'NASA Astronaut Shares Stunning Photos

ensure no eligible voter is left uninformed.
We encourage all citizens to check their VIS
and confirm their details to avoid any issues

on polling day.”

She also said colour coding for polling booths
would help citizens find their polling
stations without hassles. With the elections
approaching, the District Election Office is
committed to ensuring a smooth and
transparent voting process in North-West
Delhi, the statement added. Elections to the
70-member Delhi Assembly will be held on
February 5 and the votes counted on
February 8.

Colour coding for polling booths

District Election Officer and Deputy
Commissioner Ankita Anand said colour
coding for polling booths would help
citizens find their polling stations without
hassles. Anand highlighted the importance
of the initiative, saying, “Our teams are
working hard to ensure no eligible voter is
left uninformed. We encourage all citizens
to check their VIS and confirm their details
to avoid any issues on polling day.”

Of Maha Kumbh Mela From Space

The ISS, orbiting at 28,000 km per hour and 400 km above Earth, captured the

New Delhi.The ongoing Maha Kumbh

New Delhi.US Department of

ogrand religious event using its high-powered cameras.

in Uttar Pradesh's Prayagraj has
caught the attention of millions, not
just on Earth but also from space.
NASA astronaut Don Pettit, aboard
the International Space Station (ISS),
has shared images of the event,
showing its grandeur from the sky.Mr
Pettit, known for his exceptional
astrophotography, posted the images
on X, writing, "2025 Maha Kumbh
Mela Ganges River pilgrimage from
the ISS at night. The largest human
gathering in the world is well lit." The
tent city of Prayagraj near the Sangam -
the confluence of the Ganga, Yamuna,
and the mythical Saraswati rivers -
dazzles in pictures. The Maha Kumbh
Mela, held once every 144 years, is
renowned for its massive gathering of
pilgrims and its deep spiritual
significance. The ISS, orbiting at
28,000 km per hour above Earth,

captured the event's glow using its
high-powered cameras. The internet
has since exploded with reactions to the
stunning photos. A user commented,
"That reminds me of being a star in
space and having other stars gather with
me until we create a supernova and
result in a new universe being
formed.”Another wrote, "The 2025
Maha Kumbh Mela at the Ganges
River, seen from the International
Space Station at night, showcases the

immense scale of this religious
pilgrimage. The gathering, known as
the world's largest human assembly,
appears strikingly illuminated from
space.”The UP government invested
Rs 400 crore to ensure 24/7 electricity
during the 45-day festival that started
January 13. Key upgrades include
182 km of high-tension lines, 40,000
rechargeable bulbs, and Al-enabled
security measures like 2,700 CCTV
cameras and underwater drones at the
Triveni Sangam.
Don Pettit is accompanied on the ISS by
fellow astronaut Sunita Williams and
others. Ms Williams and her colleague
Barry Willmore have spent 10 months
on the ISS after their mission aboard
Boeing's Starliner spacecraft was
extended. Their return to Earth in
February was further postponed due to
delays in the SpaceX Crew 10 launch,
now scheduled for late March 2025.

US officials hunt for illegal immigrants in
New York, New Jersey gurdwaras: Report

US Department of Homeland Security officials have started visiting Gurdwaras in New York and New
Jersey to target undocumented immigrants, sparking backlash from Sikh groups.

Homeland Security (DHS)
officials have begun visiting
Gurudwaras in New York and New
Jersey to hunt illegal immigrants
amid President Donald Trump's
crackdown on undocumented
aliens in the country. This move
has drawn criticism from several
Sikh organisations, which view the
action as a threat to the sanctity of
their religious spaces.

Reports suggest that some gurdwaras in

these areas may be used as gathering
places by Sikh separatists and
undocumented immigrants.

The shift in policy came shortly after

Donald Trump was sworn in as
President. Acting DHS Secretary

POLICE
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Benjamine Huffman issued a
directive reversing the Biden
administration’s guidelines on
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) and Customs and
Border Protection (CBP)
enforcement. The previous guidelines
had restricted enforcement actions in
or near "sensitive" areas, including

places of worship such as
gurdwaras.

“This action empowers the brave
men and women in CBP and ICE
to enforce our immigration laws
and catch criminal aliens —
including murders and
rapists—who have illegally come
into our country,” a DHS
spokesperson was quoted as
saying by news agency PTl in its

report. The spokesperson added,
*“Criminals will no longer be able to
hide in America’s schools and
churches to avoid arrest. The Trump
administration will not tie the hands
of our brave law enforcement, and
instead trusts them to use common
sense.”

The difference between freebies and

Development talk drowned in
deluge of freehies in Delhi

AAP alleges that if Bharativa Janata Party
(BJP) came to power the freebies already in
the market would be withdrawn.

Delhi. As the campaign for the Delhi assembly
election peaks, in this season of sesame-jaggery-
sugar (revdi) sweets, competing political parties
are announcing freebies after freebies.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)’s poster boy Arvind
Kejriwal is taking this fight to another level
claiming that if Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP)
came to power the freebies already in the market
would be withdrawn.

His claim has been countered by no less a person
than the Prime Minister Narendra Modi himself.
On behalf of the BIP, he has given a guarantee
that not only would the existing jaggery-sugary
schemes continue but if his party was voted to
power he would value add to these schemes
making them more creamy with the icing. The
Congress discourse, too, is similar to that of the
leading parties. Let this writer be not declared
anti-poor, let me explain how the freebies are
different from the public welfare schemes.In
a Reserve Bank of India report in 2022, freebies
have been defined as “a public welfare measure
that is provided free of charge”. The report
further stated that the freebies were different
from public/merit goods such as health and
education, expenditure on which has wider and
for long-term benefits,

welfare

schemes is not always clear, but a general way to

distinguish them is by their long-term impact on
beneficiaries and society. Welfare schemes have

a positive impact, while freebies can create

dependency or distortions.

Parties outline agenda
for Delhi election

NEW DELHI.The Prevention of Money
Laundering Act has brought much misery to
AAP in the past couple of years with its top
leadership on central agency radar in various
cases of alleged financial irregularities. The
former chief minister, his deputy, and cabinet
members have been occupied by prison visits,
bail hearings and appeals.

Continuing inquiries into the alleged corruption,
kickbacks and misuse of public office may
become a raging issue in the Assembly polls,
with implications for integrity of governance
and AAP’s political future.

BIP questioned why the AAP government did not
table the CAG report in the Assembly, saying the
report held revelations on AAP financial
misappropriations which would prevent their re-
election. The BIP flagged ‘numerous scams
under the Kejriwal regime,”’ accusing the latter of
preventing discussion on these issues.

AAP, however, left no quarters to hit back at the
BJP, saying the party had no moral ground of
‘lecturing AAP on corruption.” Party leaders did
not mince their words in attacking PM Modi for
“harbouring the country’s most corrupt” while
diverting attention to pre-election narratives.

Congress also sought to corner AAP over
corruption saying those who promised
transparent governance and clean politics is
being exposed in public view with each passing.

The CAG report, “withheld by AAP-da govt will
be published in the first session of the Assembly
with BJP in power.” A white paper on AAP
‘misgovernance’ will also *see light”.

*Zero tolerance’ policy towards widespread
corruption under AAP regime; “will constitute
Special Investigation Team to probe
‘irregularities” related to Delhi Transport
Corporation, Mohalla clinics, Excise Policy, Jal
Board, etc.”

“Will set up a probe panel under the chairmanship
of a retired judge of the Delhi High Court to
conduct a time-bound investigation into the
Sheeshmahal scam orchestrated by Arvind
Kejriwal,” BJP asserts. AAP says BIJP has no
moral bearing to lecture on corruption, accusing
BIP of harbouring ‘most corrupt’ while diverting
attention from issues with false narratives

"Death Great Leveller": Supreme Court's
Split Verdict In Bastar Burial Case

Subhash Baghel's son Ramesh had approached the top court after some neighbours stopped them from burying Subhash's body in the village because they had converted to Christianity.

New Delhi. The Supreme Court today

delivered a split verdict in the case
relating to the burial of a Christian pastor
in Chhattisgarh's Bastar, but did not refer
the matter to a larger bench because the
body has been in the morgue for nearly
three weeks now. The court directed that
the body of Subhash Baghel be buried ata
Christian graveyard 20 km away and
asked the state administration to provide
all support.

Subhash Baghel's son Ramesh had

approached the top court after some
neighbours stopped them from burying
Subhash's body in the village burial
ground because they had converted to
Christianity. The High Court had earlier
said the Baghels' insistence on burial at
the village graveyard may lead to a law
and order situation. The bench of Justice
BV Nagarathna and Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma had earlier said it was
"pained" that a person had to come to the

Supreme Court for his father's burial.
Ramesh Baghel's lawyer Colin Gonsalves

had argued that the family members were
buried in the village burial ground even
though they had converted. "I don't want
to go outside the village... I don't want to
be treated like an untouchable just
because 1 converted." Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta opposed this and said this
was the beginning of a "movement" that
may lead to a disturbance between tribal
Hindus and tribal Christians. "Just 20 km
away there is a Christian burial ground.
This ground is a Hindu tribal burial
ground," he said.

Justice Nagarathna today said there were

two judgments and went on to deliver
hers. "It i1s said that death is a great
leveller and we need to remind ourselves
of this. This death has led to divisiveness
among villagers on the right to burial.
The appellant says there is discrimination
and prejudice," she said. Justice

Nagarathna noted that the High Court
accepted a suggestion that displaced the
practices being followed in the village.
"The death of the person has given (way)
to disahrmony since it was not solved by
the village panchayat. Panchayat has
been taking sides which led to the case in

high courtand Supreme Court."

She pointed to the police affidavit that says
a Christian convert cannot be allowed
burial on the village grounds. "This is
unfortunate and violates Articles 21 and
14 and furthers discrimination on the

grounds of religion. The State cannot
deny equality before the law. How could
ASP Bastar give such an affidavit and
what was the authority? it betrays the
sublime principle of secularism."

Pulling up the village panchayat, she said
its attitude gave rise to hostile
discrimination. "The gram panchayat
failed in its duty to provide burial which
led to social ostracisation of appellant
and his family." Justice Nagarathna
directed that the burial be done on
Baghels' private agricultural land. She
also said the State must carmark a
graveyard for Christians across all states
within two months. But, Justice Sharma
disagreed with this, Justice Sharma said
he was "unable to persuade myself to the
directions issued". "The fulerum seems to
boil down to whether fundamental rights
to conduct religious burial ceremonies be
extended to other places earmarked for
other faiths in a blanket manner," he said.
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World marks 80th
anniversary of Auschwitz
liberation

OSWIECIM. The world marks the 80th anniversary
of the liberation of Auschwitz on Monday, with some
of the few remaining survivors set to attend
ceremonies at the site of the notorious Nazi death
camp.Auschwitz was the largest of the
extermination camps and has become a symbol of
Nazi Germany's genocide of six million European
Jews, one million of whom died at the site between
1940 and 1945, along with more than 100,000 non-
Jews.On Monday former inmates, along with Polish
President Andrzej Duda, are expected to lay flowers
at the sprawling camp's Wall of Death in the
morning.Around 50 survivors are then expected at a
commemoration from 1500 GMT outside the gates
of Auschwitz II-Birkenau alongside dozens of
leaders, including Britain's King Charles III and
French President Emmanuel Macron.German
President Frank-Walter Steinmeier and Chancellor
Olaf Scholz are both expected, as well as Israeli
Education Minister Yoav Kisch."This year we will
focus on the survivors and their message,"
Auschwitz Museum spokesman Pawel Sawicki told
AFP. "There will not be any speeches by politicians."

Speaking to AFP ahead of the anniversary, survivors
around the world spoke about the need to preserve
the memory of what happened when there will no
longer be living witnesses.They also warned about
rising hatred and anti-Semitism around the world
and spoke of their fears about history repeating itself.

Organisers said it could be the last major anniversary
with such a large group of survivors."We all know
that in 10 years it will not be possible to have a large
group for the 90th anniversary," Sawicki said.

Organisers said it could be the last major anniversary
with such a large group of survivors."We all know
that in 10 years it will not be possible to have a large
group for the 90th anniversary," Sawicki said.

700 survivors

Auschwitz was created in 1940 using barracks in
Oswiecim, southern Poland. Its name was
Germanised into Auschwitz by the Nazis.

The first 728 Polish political prisoners arrived on June
14 of that year.On January 17, 1945, as Soviet troops
advanced, the SS forced 60,000 emaciated prisoners
to walk west in what became known as the "Death
March".

US officials conduct raids in
gurdwaras in New York,
New Jersey to check for
illegal immigrants

World. mmigration enforcement officials from the US
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) visited
gurdwaras in New York and New Jersey on Sunday to
check for the presence of “illegal” immigrants,
drawing a sharp reaction from some Sikh
organisations which see such actions as a threat to the
sanctity of their faith.“This action empowers the
brave men and women in CBP and ICE to enforce our
immigration laws and catch criminal
aliens—including murders and rapists—who have
illegally come into our country,” a DHS
spokesperson said.“Criminals will no longer be able
to hide in America’s schools and churches to avoid
arrest. The Trump administration will not tie the
hands of our brave law enforcement, and instead
trusts them to use common sense,” the spokesperson
added.US President Donald Trump's administration
has begun targeted action against immigrants seen as
“illegal” by the administration.

The Republican administration had retracted the Biden
administration guidelines that prevented
enforcement actions near areas deemed “sensitive”.
These included places of worship like gurdwara and
churches.Earlier, Vice-president JD Vance refused to
rule out the possibility of immigration raids targeting
religious buildings and said such measures are “not
unique” to immigration.“If you have a person who is
convicted of a violent crime, whether they are an
illegal immigrant or not, you have to go and get that
person to protect the public safety,” Vance said.

Bird feathers and bloodstains
found in Jeju jet engines: Report

SEOUL. Bird feathers and bloodstains were found in
both engines of the Jeju Air plane that crashed in
December, killing 179 people, according to a
preliminary investigation released Monday.

The Boeing 737-800 was flying from Thailand to Muan
in southwest South Korea on December 29, carrying
181 passengers and crew, when it belly-landed and
exploded into a fireball after slamming into a concrete
barrier.It was the worst aviation disaster on South
Korean soil.South Korean and American
investigators are still probing the cause of the crash,
with a bird strike, faulty landing gear and the runway
barrier being examined as possible issues.

Both engines recovered from the crash site were
inspected, and bird bloodstains and feathers were
"found on each", the report said."The pilots identified
a group of birds while approaching runway 01, and a
security camera filmed HL8088 coming close to a
group of birds during a go-around," the report added,
referring to the jet's registration number.It did not
specify whether the engines had stopped working in
the moments leading up to the crash.

DNA analysis identified the feathers and blood as
coming from Baikal teals, migratory birds which fly
to Korea in winter from their breeding grounds in
Siberia.The report also confirmed that both the
cockpit voice recorder and flight data recorder had
stopped working four minutes before the disaster,
leaving a gap in the data.It did not suggest a cause for
the malfunction.The captain had over 6,800 flight
hours, while the first officer had 1,650 hours, the
report said. Both were killed in the crash, which was
survived only by two flight attendants.
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Trump’s celebration of American greatness puts
spotlight on a little-known panel of experts

World Within hours of taking office,
President Donald Trump outlined in one of
his many executive orders a mission to
celebrate American greatness and to
recognize those who have made
contributions throughout history.He
jumpstarted the effort by ordering the name
of North America’s tallest peak to be
changed from Denali back to Mount
McKinley in honor of the nation’s 25th
president, William McKinley. He also
called on the US Interior Department to
work with Alaska Natives and others to
adopt names for other landmarks that
would honor their history and culture.

The US Board on Geographic Names will
play arole. The little known panel made up
of officials from several federal agencies
has been in existence since 1890.

How did the board get its start?

As more settlers and prospectors headed west
following the American Civil War, it
became apparent the federal government
needed some kind of consistency for
referencing landmarks on maps and in

official documents.In comes President
Benjamin Harrison. He issued an
executive order establishing the board in
hopes of resolving some of the
confusion.President Theodore Roosevelt

took it further in 1906, making the board |

responsible for standardizing geographic
names for use across the federal
government. That included changing
names for some spots and identifying
unnamed features.It was President
Franklin Roosevelt who dissolved the
board in 1934, opting instead to transfer
duties to the Interior Department. After
World War II, Congress changed course
and reestablished the panel.The board
under the Trump administration will have
new members, but the makeup will be the
same with representatives from several
agencies ranging from the Interior and
Commerce departments to the Post Office
and the Library of Congress. Even the CIA
plays a role when the board considers place
names beyond US borders.The members
are appointed for two-year terms by the

respective heads of the agencies they
represent. The committee that deals with
names on US soil meets monthly.

What’s inaname?

The board is quite aware of the importance of
a name, noting in its guiding principles,
policies and procedures that the names of
geographic features throughout the US
reflect the nation’s history and its changing
face.The board points out that names of
Native American origin are found

sprinkled throughout the land and
there are traces of the languages
spoken by early explorers.“It is in
these ways and many others that
geographic naming gives us a clear,
exciting profile of the United States
that is unmatched in any other
medium,” the board states.In the case
of Mount McKinley, original
inhabitants had unique names for the
mountain long before prospectors
showed up. For the Koyukon

Athabaskans, it’s always been

“deenaalee,” roughly translated as
“the highone.”

Despite never having visited Alaska,
McKinley’s name became attached to the
mountain in 1896, labeled by a gold
prospector after the Republican was
nominated as a presidential candidate.
McKinley, who signed legislation in 1900
making gold the sole standard for US
currency, was assassinated just six months
into his second term and the name Mount
McKinley stuck.

LPG tanker explodes in Pakistan, killing six people

LAHORE. A tanker filled with liquified
petroleum gas exploded in an industrial
area in Pakistan's Punjab province,
killing at least six persons, including a
minor girl, and injuring 31, authorities
said on Monday.The incident took
place at the Industrial Estate in
Multan's Hamid Pur Kanora area,
according to rescue authorities.

The explosion in the LPG tanker that
occurred on Monday triggered a
massive fire, with debris from the
shattered vehicle landing on nearby
residential areas, causing significant
destruction, Geo News reported.

Rescue officials said that the fire was
extinguished after hours of effort,
involving over ten firefighting |
vehicles and foam-based fire
suppression. A total of five people were
initially reported to have lost their lives
in the deadly blast. However, the death
toll rose to six after rescue officials
recovered another body from a house
damaged by the explosion.The
deceased include a minor girl and two
women, the report added.The police
reported that at least 20 houses
surrounding the explosion site were

completely reduced to rubble, while 70
were partially damaged.

Multan's City Police Officer (CPO)
Sadiq Ali told Geo News that several
houses were destroyed, and livestock
perished in the blaze.He said that gas
had been leaking from one of the valves

of the tanker truck parked in the
Industrial Estate. Some of the people
present in the area had already
evacuated after smelling the gas before
the tanker exploded, he added.Ali
further stated that gas leakage from the
tanker persists, prompting authorities
to evacuate the area. Among the
injured, 13 are reported to be in critical

condition.The District Emergency
Officer confirmed that an emergency
has been declared at Nishtar Hospital,

treatment.Search operations are

ongoing in the adjacent localities to

ensure safety.Electricity and gas
supply in the area has been
suspended as a precautionary
measure, though Multan-
Muzaffargarh Road has now been
reopened for traffic.

Meanwhile, locals have been advised
to stay away from the site of the blast
as the gas from the exploded tanker is
in the air.Later, the police revealed
that the location of the incident was
identified as an illegal LPG refilling
warehouse and the explosion
occurred during refilling
operations.They said the LPG was

being transferred from a large gas

bowser to smaller bowsers and
commercial cylinders at the site.The
police further stated that the large gas
bowser allegedly carried smuggled

LPGFive small and large gas bowsers

present in the warehouse were

destroyed in the explosion, they added.

Displaced Palestinians start returning to north Gaza
for the first time in over a year as truce holds

GAZA. Israel on Monday began
allowing Palestinians to return to the
heavily destroyed north of the Gaza
Strip for the first time since the early
weeks of the 15-month war, in
accordance with a fragile
ceasefire.Thousands of Palestinians
headed north after waiting for days to
cross.Journalists saw people crossing
the so-called Netzarim corridor shortly
after 7 a.m. when the checkpoints were
scheduled to open.The passage of
displaced Palestinians has begun along
the Al-Rashid Road via the western part
of the Netzarim checkpoint towards
Gaza City and the northern part of the
Gaza Strip, an official at the territory's
Hamas-run Interior Ministry
confirmed.The opening was delayed
for two days over a dispute between
Hamas and Israel, which said the
militant group had changed the order of
the hostages it released in exchange for
hundreds of Palestinian prisoners.
Mediators resolved the dispute
overnight.Israel ordered the wholescale
evacuation of the north in the opening
days of the war and sealed it off shortly
after ground troops moved in.Around a

million people fled to the south in
October 2023 and have not been
allowed to return. Hundreds of
thousands remained in the north, which
had some of the heaviest fighting and
the worst destruction of the war.Israel
had delayed the opening of the crossing,

which was supposed to happen over the
weekend, saying it would not allow
Palestinians north until a female
civilian hostage, Arbel Yehoud, was
released.It also accused Hamas of
failing to provide information on
whether the remaining hostages set to
be freed in the first phase are alive or
dead. Hamas in turn accused Israel of
violating the agreement by not opening

the crossing.The Gulf nation of Qatar, a
key mediator with Hamas, announced
early Monday that an agreement had
been reached to release Yehoud along
with two other hostages before Friday.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said in a statement that the
hostage release — which will
include female soldier Agam
Berger — will take place on
Thursday. That release will be in
addition to the one already set for
next Saturday, when three hostages
should be released.Hamas also
handed ove a list of required
information about the hostages to
be released in the ceasefire’s six-
week first phase.A second and
more difficult phase awaitsUnder
the first phase of the ceasefire, which
runs until early March, Hamas is to free
a total of 33 hostages in exchange for
the release of nearly 2,000 Palestinians
imprisoned by Israel. The militants have
released seven hostages, including four
female soldiers, in the current ceasefire,
in exchange for more than 300
prisoners, including many serving life
sentences for deadly attacks on Israelis.

White House says Colombia

agrees to take deported migrants

after Trump tariff showdown

where the injured are receiving BOGOTA, Colombia. The White House declared

victory in a standoff with Colombia over accepting
deported migrants from the United States on Sunday,
following President Donald Trump’s threats of steep
tariffs on Colombian imports and other sanctions
against the longtime U.S. ally.White House Press
Secretary Karoline Leavitt announced late Sunday that
Colombia had agreed to accept all deported migrants
from the U.S., including those flown on U.S. military
aircraft, without restrictions or delays.

Leavitt stated that the tariffs, which would have imposed

an initial 25% on Colombian goods and increased to
50% within a week, would be held in reserve and not
signed. However, she emphasized that visa restrictions
on Colombian officials and enhanced customs
inspections of Colombian imports would remain in
place until the first deportation flight was successfully
completed. The Colombian government has not issued
an immediate response.

Earlier on Sunday, tensions escalated as the U.S. and

Colombia clashed over deportation policies.

President Gustavo Petro refused to allow U.S. military

aircraft carrying deported Colombian migrants to land,
citing concerns over the dignity and treatment of
migrants.In response, Trump announced a series of
retaliatory measures, including visa restrictions on
Colombian officials, 25% tariffs on Colombian
imports (with plans to raise them to 50%), and
enhanced customs inspections for Colombian goods.

Trump argued that these measures were necessary to

protect U.S. national security, stating that Petro’s
decision jeopardized the deportation process. “These
measures are just the beginning,” Trump wrote on his
social media platform, Truth Social. “We will not allow
the Colombian Government to violate its legal
obligations regarding the return of the criminals they
forced into the United States.”Petro defended his
position in a series of posts on X (formerly Twitter),
criticizing the U.S. for treating migrants like criminals.
He shared footage of deportees in Brazil being
restrained with handcuffs and shackles, calling for
deportation protocols that ensure dignity. “A migrant is
not a criminal and must be treated with the dignity that
a human being deserves,” Petro stated. He also
announced a 25% tariff increase on U.S. goods in
retaliation for Trump’s measures.The U.S. and
Colombia have been close allies, especially in anti-
narcotics efforts, but relations have strained since
Petro, Colombia’s first leftist president, took office in
2022.The current conflict highlights these tensions,
particularly as Colombia ranks among the top
countries receiving U.S. deportation flights. Between
2020 and 2024, Colombia accepted 475 deportation
flights, according to advocacy group Witness at the
Border.The retaliatory measures risk disrupting a trade
relationship built on a two-decade-old free trade
agreement. Colombia is a key U.S. trading partner,
importing $733 million worth of U.S. commodities last
year and serving as the second-largest buyer of U.S.
corn.

Rwanda-backed M23 rebels claim Goma,
Congo calls it a 'declartion of war’

GOMA. Rwanda-backed rebels claimed
they captured eastern Congo’s largest city,
Goma, early Monday, as the United Nations
described a “mass panic” among its 2
million people and Congo’s government
said the rebel advance was a “declaration of
war."The M23 rebels announced the city's
capture in a statement minutes before a 48-
hour deadline expired that had been
imposed by the group for the Congolese
army to surrender their weapons. Early
Monday morning, gunfire was heard
throughout the city, according to two aid
workers sheltering there who were not
authorized to speak to the media.

In a statement, the rebels urged residents of
Goma to remain calm and for members of
the Congolese military to assemble at the
central stadium.The M23 rebels’ offensive
in the heart of the mineral-rich region
threatens to dramatically worsen one of
Africa’s longest wars and further displace
civilians. According to a United Nations
report, over a third of the population of
North Kivu province where Goma is
located are currently displaced and the

capture of Goma will likely exacerbate the
situation.Late Sunday night, UN
peacekeepers began to process members
of the military who had begun to surrender
on the outskirts of the city.Congolese
government spokesman Patrick Muyaya
made a statement in a video posted on X
calling for the protection of civilians and
saying that the country is “in a war
situation where the news is changing.”Late
Sunday, the U.N.’s special representative
for Congo told an emergency meeting of

seen registering with the peacekeepers in
a mix of military uniforms and civilian
clothing.The U.N. special
representative, Bintou Keita, told the
Security Council that despite U.N.
peacekeepers' support for the Congolese
armed forces, M23 and Rwandan forces
entered the Munigi neighborhood on
Goma's outskirts, "causing mass panic."
Munigi is 9 kilometers (5 miles) from the
city.Keita said M23 fighters were

13

advancing and using residents “as

the U.N. Security Council that with the
airport shut down and roads blocked in the
vast region’s humanitarian and security
hub, “we are trapped."Congo late Saturday
broke off relations with Rwanda, which has
denied backing the M23 despite evidence
collected by U.N. experts and others. The
surge of violence has killed at least 13
peacekeepers over the past week. And
Congolese were again on the run.The M23
has made significant territorial gains along
Congo's border with Rwanda in recent
weeks, after months of regional attempts to
make peace failed. On Sunday night, the

rebels called on Congo's army to surrender
their arms and present themselves at a local
stadium by 3 a.m. or they would take the
city. The Uruguayan army, who are in Goma
serving with the U.N. peacekeeping
mission, said in a statement on X late
Sunday that some Congolese soldiers have
laid down their weapons.“More than a
hundred FARDC soldiers are sheltered in
the facilities of the “Siempre Presente” base
awaiting the (Disarmament,
Demobilization and Reintegration)
process,” the statement said.In photos
shared with the statement, armed men are

human shields” as others fled for their
lives.“M23 has declared the airspace over
Goma closed,” she added. "In other words,
we are trapped.” She said the U.N. was
temporarily relocating nonessential
personnel from the city.Congo’s foreign
minister, Thérése Kayikwamba Wagner,
told the Security Council that Rwanda was
committing “a frontal aggression, a
declaration of war which no longer hides
itselfbehind diplomatic maneuvers.”

Rwanda’s ambassador to the U.N., Ernest
Rwamucyo, did not confirm or deny
Congo’s claims.
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After Test success, Jamie
Smith aims to be
England's finisher in T201s

New Delhi. England wicketkeeper batter
Jamie Smith has set his sights on being an all-
format regular for his team as he aims to seal
his spot as a finisher in the T20I side. Smith
recently made his T20I debut against India in
the second game of the five-match series at
MA Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai. The
24-year-old showed tremendous potential by
scoring a quick-fire 22 off 12, smashing one
four and two sixes.Following his debut,
Smith has opened up on his desire to play all
three formats for his country. He also
mentioned how having a fixed role in the T201
side would give him more clarity while
training and preparing ahead of a game.

“I want to play all formats for England. That’s
the main goal. I’'m seeing these games (as) an
opportunity I get to experiment and showcase
my skills, I want to do that. It would be nice to
fix down a role so that everyone knows that
you are going to be that number six batter in
T20, it gives you a little bit more clarity to
train and prepare with,” Smith was quoted as
saying by Yahoo Sports.Furthermore, the
youngster reasoned that having a clear role in
the Test side has allowed him to perform to
the best of his abilities.“I’ve got a very clear
role in the Test side, keeping wicket and
batting seven. That makes it much easier to
prepare for. I feel confident I can go out and
perform in any role that is thrown at me,” he

added.

Smith's impressive Test debut in 2024

Smith made his Test debut against West Indies
in July 2024 at Lord’s, the game famously
known for being the last Test of the legendary
England bowler James Anderson. He scored a
brilliant 70 in his first outing and followed up
with a 95 in the third Test of the series.Smith
further went on to score his maiden Test
hundred in the following Test series against
Sri Lanka and recently scored a gritty 89 in
the third Test against Pakistan in Rawalpindi
on a turning track. In the nine Tests played in
his career so far, the Surrey cricketer has
scored 637 runs at an average of 42.46 with
one hundred and four fifties.Apart from that,
Smith has also played seven ODIs but failed
to impress with just 133 runs at an average of
22.16. Hence, the wicketkeeper batter will be
eager to play some memorable knocks in the
remaining matches of the ongoing T201 series
vs India to prove his mettle in white-ball
cricket as well.

Olympian Nishant Dev
secures ruthless win on pro-

boxing debut in Las Vegas

NEWDELHI. India's Nishant Dev made a
terrific pro-boxing debut in Las Vegas on
Saturday, January 25. The Olympian
knocked-down his opponent thrice in the
first round of his maiden fight. Nishant was
ruthless with his punching against Alton
Wiggins, who was so dazed at the end of the
first round that the referee had to call a
stoppage and hand Nishant his first
win.The 24-year-old, who represented
India in the Paris Olympics turned to the
world of professional boxing earlier this
year. Nishant had narrowly missed a medal
at the Paris Olympics after losing in the
quarter-final of the competition against
Mexico's Marco Verde Alvarez.Nishant's
bout was part of the undercard for the
Diego Pacheco vs Steve Nelson fight. After
his victory, Dev, who has been dreaming of
this moment for 15 years, dedicated his win

to his father and India, on Republic Day. He
is now eyeing the title of India's first world
boxing champion.Nishant turned to pro-
boxing after partnering with Matchroom
Boxing. The two-time national champion
is being trained by former professional
boxer Ronald Simms.“I’m working hard
every day with my trainer Ronald Simms. [
know I have the right team behind me and
the biggest promoter in the world to ensure
that I reach the very top in the sport,” he had
said while announcing his career switch.

“I enjoyed my time as an amateur boxer and
competed at the very highest level in the
Olympics and winning a World
Championship medal. But now, I’'m ready
for this new chapter in my career," he had
further added.

NEW DELHI.

Kylian Mbappe fires first Real Madrid
hat-trick as leaders thrash Valladolid

«Kylian Mbappe scored his first

hat-trick for Real Madrid in a
LaLiga match vs Valladolid on
Sunday, January 26. Mbappe's
3 goals helped Madrid rout the
opponent and continue their
run at the top of the leaque.

New Delhi Real Madrid's Kylian Mbappé

points, four points clear of second-
placed Atlético Madrid.There was no
shortage of confidence from Mbappé,
which had been lacking earlier this
season as he dominated the play
against the last-placed side to fire his
team to a 2-0 lead by the 57th minute.
Mbappé completed his hat-trick with a
penalty in injury time.“I’m very happy
for the hat-trick but even happier for
the win,” Mbappé told the broadcaster
on Sunday.

“It was very important to win after
Atlético's result because that gave us a

lt 2

celebrated his first hat-trick for the club in Madrid's fourth straight triumph in the

their La Liga match against Valladolid on
Sunday, 26th January. Mbappé tucked the
ball under his shirt and raised both hands
after scoring his third goal of the evening
as he soaked in the applause from
travelling fans at the Jos¢ Zorrilla Stadium
in Spain.Mbappé's hat-trick on Sunday
helped Real Madrid secure a 3-0 win
against last-placed Valladolid, who have
just 15 points to their name in 21 matches.
In stark contrast, Madrid extended their
lead at the top of the table, reaching 49

league, combined with Atlético Madrid's
1-1 draw with Villarreal, allowed Carlo
Ancelotti's side to open a four-point gap
over their city rivals. Barcelona are in
third place, 10 points behind, before
hosting Valencia on Sunday.Real

bit more pressure to take advantage of ﬂ- '

comfortable on the field, and you can see
that from the way I am playing with my
teammates,” Mbappé said. “This gives us
confidence, but you know that until the
38th round, this is not over. We have to
keep winning because there is a long way
togo.’

Madrid's turnaround in La Liga came after  The game between the front-runner and the

being thrashed 4-0 by Barcelona in the El

bottom side fitits billing as a mismatch.

Clasico back in October 2024. Madrid valladolid could only draw one save from

found their stride after that, not only
overtaking Barcelona but also building a
distance between the bitter rivals.“My
adaptation to the team is over. | feel

Thibaut Courtois in the opening moments.

It was all Madrid the rest of the way, even
though Vin-cius J°nior didn’t play, having
completed a two-game suspension.

Shashank Singh reveals MS Dhoni's golden
advice which made him a 'confident' finisher

New Delhi. Punjab Kings batter Shashank

Singh recently revealed legendary India
cricketer MS Dhoni’s advice which helped
him gain confidence as a finisher. Shashank
had a phenomenal season for Punjab in IPL
2024 after he was mistakenly bought by the
franchise at the auction. The 33-year-old left
everyone in awe of his marvellous
strokeplay, scoring 354 runs from 14
matches at an average of 44.25 with two
half-centuries to his name.Recently,
Shashank shared advice given to him by MS
Dhoni which helped him get a reality check
about finishing matches for one’s team. The

right-handed batter mentioned how his |

words filled him with confidence and helped
him to play without any burden.

“Once, I had a conversation with Mahi Bhai

(MS Dhoni) about this finisher’s thing. So
he told me that if you’re winning three
games for your team out of 10, you are in the
world’s five or 10 best players," Shashank
told PTL."That gave me real confidence that
it’s important to accept that every match is

not possible practically for me to win. So, |
just try to collect those good points, which I
did. Just try to minus those stupid point or
points which were not sensible," he
added.Shashank rose to the limelight after
his unbeaten match-winning innings of 61*
off 29 deliveries against Gujarat Titans

during Match 17 of the Indian Premier
League 2024 (IPL 2024). Courtesy of his
knock, Punjab managed to chase down
the target of 200 in 19.5 overs as
Shashank became an overnight sensation.
Punjab retains Shashank for Rs 5.5 Crore
Following his incredible performance in
the previous season, he was retained by
Punjab for Rs 5.5 Crore for IPL 2025.
Meanwhile, at the auction, Punjab bought
star India batter Shreyas Iyer for a
whopping Rs 26.75 Crore and appointed
him the captain for the upcoming
season.The 2014 runner-ups have added a
lot of firepower to their team during the
auction, buying the likes of Josh Inglis,
Marcus Stoinis and Glenn Maxwell. In
the bowling department, they’ve onboarded
Marco Jansen, Yuzvendra Chahal, Arshdeep
Singh, Lockie Ferguson amongst others.
Punjab also appointed Ricky Ponting as their
new head coach for the upcoming season as
the franchise aims to end their trophy
droughtin IPL 2025.

40,000 kilometres around the globe: Runner
Sufiya Sufi s goal to make India proud

These are the closing lines
from Robert Frost's famous poem, The Road
Not Taken. These lines often connect with
people who decide to move away from the
usual path in life and take one that not many
will dare to take. And they perfectly fit
Indian runner Sufiya Sufi's life and her
journey so far.She had a secure job in the
aviation industry with a steady income but
was slowly feeling the effects of her lifestyle
at that time. Sufiya wanted to break out of
her monotonous life and decided to pick an
escape route. She decided to take up running
to improve her health and mental peace.
Each step that she took went on to increase
her love for the sport, and she decided to quit
her job and follow her newfound
passion.There was pushback from her
family and Sufiya faced a lot of challenges
along the way. But in 2025, the Indian runner
holds 5 Guinness World Records to her
name. She is also the fastest athlete (man or
woman) to complete the Manali to Leh trail
and also completed the The 4,000 km
Kashmir to Kanyakumari Run in
2019.When Indiatoday.in spoke to Sufiya in
2022, she had made plans to travel around
the globe. Now the Indian runner is planning

to do thatin 2026, as she revealed the biggest
challenge she will be tackling, how she was
able to prove her naysayers wrong and how
she plans to represent India on the grand
stage.

Excerpts from exclusive interaction with

Sufiya Sufi

India Today: Why did you choose running

specifically over other sports?Sufiya: I was
doing a night shift job, and I needed to break
out of my daily routine because my health
and mental health were declining. Running
was the choice because it’s a sport that
doesn’t require much equipment, and it’s
like meditation. I still remember in 2017
when I did my first run inside a park. It was

more convenient to run there. And I started
with a 3-kilometre run, my first-ever one,
and that's how my journey began. I think I
chose running because it didn’t require
much equipment, and you didn’t have to go
to a particular ground or court.India Today:
Running has transformed into your
passion, and you’ve started breaking world
records as well. How did this transition
happen?
Suﬁya: Actually, when [ started running for
fitness, I didn’t set any goals or think that I
would break world records or aim for such
feats. My purpose back then was simply to
break out of the daily routine and relieve my
frustration. But slowly, running became a
hobby, and then it turned into a passion.
When I did my first run, I had no sports
background. But after that, 1 started
developing an interest, and it felt good.
When I started running in 2017, there was a
boom in running. Marathons were becoming
popular, and I started participating in them.
Slowly, running became a passion for me. I
realised that [ had the strength and the ability
to go far if I trained properly and focused on
it. So, I think it was during marathons that I
started feeling that I could go further.

Mbappé swept in Madrid's first
goal on the half-hour mark
after a flowing team attack of
quick passes to weave the ball
through a packed Valladolid
area that culminated in Jude
Bellingham's assist for the
France star.He made it a
double in the 57th minute by
finishing off a three-against-
two counterattack after
Federico Valverde intercepted
a Valladolid pass. Mbappé
took a pass from Rodrygo and
rifled in a low strike from the
left side of the box.

Valladolid finished with 10 men

after Mario Mart-n received a second

booking in the 90th minute for a foul on

Bellingham, sending Mbappé to the spot

for his third. That made it four games in a

row with a goal across all competitions for

Mbappé. In La Liga, Mbappé has 15

goals, second only to Robert

Lewandowski's 16 for Barcelona. He also

scored twice last weekend against Las

Palmasina4-1 win.

“Mbappé is giving us a lot. He has found his

rhythm over the last couple of months, and
that is obviously a boost for us,” Ancelotti
said.

Sajid Khan imitates John
Cena's famous gesture
during 2nd Test vs WI

New Delhi. Pakistan off-spinner Sajid Khan

brought out WWE Superstar John Cena’s
famous gesture during Day 2 of the ongoing
second Test against the West Indies being
played at Multan Cricket Stadium, Multan.
Khan played a key role in bundling out West
Indies for 244 in the second innings as he
scalped 4/76 in 24.1 overs.During his spell, he
bowled a vicious delivery to Jomel Warrican,
which turned sharply from outside off stump
and came back in as the West Indies tailender
tried to play a slog sweep. However, he ended
up missing the ball altogether, but
surprisingly it went just over the stumps and
crashed into wicketkeeper Mohammad
Rizwan’s gloves, missing the bails by a
whisker. After bamboozling Warrican, Khan
walked a few steps towards him and imitated
the famous gesture of John Cena by quickly
moving his hands in front of his eyes multiple
times and even saying a few words. The entire
incident had Warrican laughing as he smiled

at the Pakistan spinner.Meanwhile, West
Indies managed to take a lead of 253 runs in
the second innings as captain Kraig
Brathwaite scored a crucial half-century for
his side with his innings of 52 (74) as he
smashed four fours and two sixes. Apart from
him, no other batter could cross the 35-run
mark with Tevin Imlach (35) and Amir Jangoo
(30) being the next two highest scorers as
Sajid Khan and Noman Ali ran through their
batting.

Pakistan reeling at stumps on Day 2
Noman registered his maiden ten-wicket haul in

Tests as he scalped 4/80 in the second innings
after registering figures of 6/41 in the first,
which included the record feat of being the
first Pakistan spinner to take a hat-trick in
Tests. Being set a target of 254 runs, Pakistan
got off to a dismal start in the fourth innings as
captain Shan Masood (2) and Muhammad
Hurraira (2) got dismissed cheaply.

After two early blows, Babar Azam (31) and

Kamran Ghulam (19) tried to stabilise the
innings but were eventually dismissed late in
the day, leaving Pakistan in misery.

Would rather play 63-year-old goalkeeping
coach: Amorim's brutal take on Rashford

Ruben Amorim benched
Marcus Rashford again, citing
poor training intent, fuelling
transfer rumours linking the
Manchester United forward
with Dortmund, AC Milan,
and Barcelona.

New Delhi Manchester United manager Ruben

Amorim has offered insight into his decision
to exclude Marcus Rashford from recent
matches, including the team’s narrow 1-0 win
over Fulham on January 27. Amorim
emphasised that his selection criteria are
based on commitment during training, even
stating he would prefer to play the club’s 63-
year-old goalkeeping coach Jorge Vital overa

player who lacks intent.Rashford’s absence
from the squad has drawn significant
attention, with his omission further fuelling
transfer speculation. Amorim’s comments
underline a no-nonsense approach,
prioritising effort and discipline over
reputation. The Fulham clash, decided by a
crucial Lisandro Mart-nez goal, showcased
United’s ability to grind out results under
Amorim, but Rashford’s continued exclusion
overshadowed the victory."It's always the
same reason - the training, the way I see a
footballer should do in life. It's every day,
every detail," Amorim said."If things don't
change, I will not change. It's the same
situation for every player. If you do the
maximum and right things, we can use every
player. You can see on the bench we miss a bit
of pace on the bench, but I would put
[Manchester United goalkeeper coach Jorge]
Vital before a player who doesn't give the
maximum every day," he added.

The England forward has been increasingly

linked with a move away from Old Trafford,
with Borussia Dortmund, AC Milan, and FC

Barcelona emerging as potential suitors.
While no official offers have been made,
these clubs are reportedly keeping a close
watch on Rashford’s situation.

Rashford, who has been a cornerstone for
United throughout his career, has faced a

tough spell under Amorim’s management.
Despite his undeniable talent, the 26-year-
old has fallen down the pecking order.
Amorim’s remarks about Jorge Vital
underline his preference for players who
show full commitment, leaving no room
for those who fail to meet his expectations.
The lack of playing time has raised questions
about Rashford’s long-term future at the
club. With just a few days remaining in the
transfer window, his fate could soon be
decided. For Rashford, this period is
critical to either win back the trust of his
manager or seek a fresh start
elsewhere.For Manchester United,
Amorim’s firm stance reflects his vision
for a disciplined and unified squad. The
manager’s approach appears to prioritise
team ethos over individual status, even if it
means benching one of the club’s biggest
stars.As the season progresses, the Rashford
situation remains a central storyline at Old
Trafford, with fans and pundits eagerly
awaiting the next chapter in this unfolding
drama.
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In This Param Sundari BTS
Will Make You Scream Wow

Param Sundari in Kerala. How do we know, you ask? There is

BTS video that is going viral on social media. The clip, shared
by a Reddit user, shows Sidharth Malhotra (playing Param) and
Janhvi Kapoor (playing Sundari) at the picturesque Athirappill
Waterfalls in Kerala. At one point, Janhvi gets up and walk
away.

In December last year, Maddock Films announced Param
Sundari. It love story of a man from North India and a woman
from South India.Param Sundari was announced with
much fanfare, and the film’s first posters sparked interest
among fans. The movie has been directed by Tushar
Jalota, who is known for his previous work on Dasvi. It
featured Abhishek Bachchan, Yami Gautam, and
Nimrat Kaur.

Param Sundari is set to hit cinemas on July 25. This
movie will mark Sidharth Malhotra and Janhvi
Kapoor’s first on-screen collaboration.With Tushar
Jalota at the helm and a strong cast, Param Sundari has
generated significant buzz, and it is poised to be one of
the highly anticipated films of 2025. Fans are eagerly
waiting to see how the chemistry between Sidharth and
Janhviunfolds on the big screen.

Janhvi Kapoor and Sidharth Malhotra have started shooting fo
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Twinkle Khan

Slams Ridiculous’ Rumours Involving Kareena

Kapoor Khan After Saif Ali Khan Attack

winkle Khanna recently wrote an article fora  was in hospital, ridiculous rumours swirled that his

newspaper, in which she wrote about ‘missus ~ wife hadn’t been at home or had been too

blaming’. She cited several examples, and  intoxicated to help him during the assault. The
pointed out how the women (especially wives) are  absence of any sort of evidence did nothing to stop
blamed in every situation or problem that men face.  these dumb theories. People just enjoyed shifting
She highlighted how Anushka Sharma is blamed  the blame onto the wife — an all-too-familiar
when Virat Koli gets out. She also shared a recent ~ pattern.”

example wherein ‘ridiculous’ rumours surfaced Twinkle Khanna Points Out Anushka Sharma

about Kareena Kapoor Khan after her husband Saif ~ Gets Blamed Whenever Virat Kohli Gets Out

Ali Khan was stabbed by an intruder in their She further shared instances wherein the blame is
unfairly shifted on wives. She pointed out that
when the Beatles spilt, people blamed John
Lennon’s wife Yoko Ono. “When Virat Kohli
gets out, then Anushka gets booed. When
Beckham could not bend it on the football field,
fingers were pointed at Victoria," she wrote.
She said that the wife-blaming is not just .=
restricted to couples in the public eye.In the ¥
same column, Twinkle Khanna wrote that
during an interview, she was asked what it’s like
being a ‘star wife’.

“While my first instinct is to bite the reporter’s
index finger, [ reply, ‘I am not sure that an entity
like ‘star wife’ exists, unless, in the way that
Manglik women marry trees, because of some
Rahu Ketu ka dosh, you end up marrying Sirius
or worse, Halley’s Comet’," she wrote.She

further added that she is also often asked about, and

blamed for, the difference in political views
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residence.In her column for Times Of India,
Twinkle Khanna wrote that she double-checks the

Farah Khan On Choreographing Loveyapa
Actors Junaid Khan, Khushi Kupoor- l
Sturted My (ureer th Aumlr

window locks before going to bed, and that a sense
of wvulnerability has taken root in homes
everywhere, in the wake of Saif Ali Khan’s
stabbing. Further slamming the rumours involving
Kareena Kapoor Khan, Twinkle wrote, “While Saif

between her and her husband Akshay Kumar. “It’s
almost like people believe he isn’t my husband but a
toddler who will listen to me when I say, ‘Beta ji,
please walk on the left side of the road, and I will
give youaFrooti,”" she wrote.

amir Khan’s son Junaid Khan, and Sridevi-
Boney Kapoor’s younger daughter Khushi

Kapoor, are all set to make their theatrical
debut with their upcoming film ‘Loveyapa’.
Choreographer-turned-director Farah Khan
recently reflected on her remarkable journey in
Bollywood, from choreographing Aamir Khan
and Sridevi to now, doing the same for the next
generation of actors Junaid Khan and Khushi
Kapoor.Farah, who has been in the industry for
decades, revealed the emotional connection she
shares with the children of some of the biggest
stars she once worked with. Speaking about
choreographing Junaid Khan, the son of Aamir
Khan, and Khushi Kapoor, daughter of the late
Sridevi, Farah said, “It was a surreal experience
because literally, I think I was working with
Aamir in Jo Jeeta Wohi Sikandar and after that
Junaid was born. We all had gone to his house
with Mansoor and everybody to congratulate him.
Same with Sridevi also, I was quite close to her,
Boney, and the whole Kapoor family. For me, it
was very wonderful."

Farah then added that it feels weird that she has been
in this industry for so long. “I don’t feel it. It’s just
that when I shoot with these guys, I realize that, oh
my god, I started my career with Aamir and now
I’m choreographing his son," she said.

About Loveyapa

‘Loveyapa’ is a fresh take on Gen-Z relationships,
blending romance with comedy. The plot
revolves around a humorous challenge set by the
lead characters’ parents, where Gaurav and Baani
must exchange their phones for a day to prove
their trust before deciding to marry.Apart from
Junaid Khan and Khushi Kapoor, the film also
features a stellar cast including Grusha Kapoor,
Ashutosh Rana, Tanvika Parlikar, Kiku Sharda,
and Kunj Anand. Directed by Advait Chandan
and backed by Phantom Studios and AGS
Entertainment, Loveyapa is set for a worldwide
release by Zee Studios on February 7,2025.

Priyanka Chopra Thirsts Over
Hushand Nick Jonas’ Smouldering
Look From Phoioshoo’r Dumn

riyanka Chopra and Nick Jonas are

undeniably one of the most loved celebrity

couples, and they never shy away from
expressing their love and admiration for each
other on social media. From posting swoon-
worthy pictures together, to dropping lovely
comments on one another’s Instagram posts, the
couple never fails to shell out major relationship
goals. Looks like PeeCee can’t get enough of her
hubby, as she recently shared a captivating
picture of Nick, and couldn’t help but appreciate
his good looks!On Saturday evening, Priyanka
Chopra took to her Instagram stories and shared a
picture of her hubby Nick Jonas from a magazine
photoshoot. The picture shows him staring
intently at the camera. He is seen with an intense
look on his face, and can be seen flaunting his
biceps while sporting a black tank top. The
picture captured Nick’s bold charisma and
powerful presence, while his tousled hair further
added to his allure. Sharing the picture from the
photoshoot, Priyanka swooned over her hubby
and wrote, “Damn," along with a hot face emoji.
Check out her Instagram story below!

Priyanka Chopra and Nick Jonas often openly
appreciate and hype each other up on social
media. They also frequently share pictures on
social media, giving fans a sneak-peek into their
day-to-day life. A few weeks ago, post New Year
celebration, Priyanka dropped a series of pictures
with her hubby Nick Jonas and their 3-year-old
daughter Malti Marie. She wrote, “Abundance.
That is my goal for 2025. In joy ,in happiness and
in peace. May we all find abundance this new
year. So grateful for my family. Happy 2025."

Meanwhile, on the professional front, Priyanka
Chopra has several exciting projects in the
pipeline. She will star alongside Idris Elba and
John Cena in ‘Heads of State’, an action-comedy
directed by Ilya Naishuller. She will also play a
19th-century Caribbean pirate in ‘The Bluff’, a
swashbuckling drama set in the Caribbean. The
film, directed by Frank E. Flowers, also stars
Karl Urban, Ismael Cruz Cordova, Safia Oakley-
Green, and Vedanten Naidoo. Additionally, she
will return for the second season of the spy
thriller series ‘Citadel’.
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