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The political & social
cost of climate crisis

We are fully aware of the consequences of advancing
climate change on our planet's ecology, on our
economies and our energy, health and food
systems. The political and social consequences of
unabated climate change and irreversible global
warming are less understood and appreciated.
These consequences are already changing
societies. They are changing political dynamics.

Both within countries and beyond, climate change is
exacerbating income and wealth inequalities.
There are increasing differences in the capacity to
cope with higher temperatures, for example,
through expensive air-conditioning, the ability
and wherewithal to move from more inclement to
relatively less affected regions and to corner
increasingly depleted resources to maintain
unsustainable lifestyles longer, even if eventually
aravaged planet will sink all humanity.

Some assume that the use of artificial intelligence
will find a way to tackle climate challenge. This is
hubris of the worst kind. Time and again, the forces
of nature have overwhelmed human artifice and
will continue to do so with even greater intensity as
the delicate threads that hold life together on our
planet are snapped by human exploitation.

ur earth is a tiny speck in the vastness of our Milky
Way galaxy. And our galaxy is a speck in the
unbounded vastness of the cosmos. Planetary
extinction will be an insignificant episode in
cosmic time. It is the humility that this should
engender among humans which is missing and this
lies at the heart of the ecological crisis, of which
climate change is only an acute manifestation.

How does climate change alter societies? Climate
change is changing weather patterns and vast areas
of productive farmland. For example, farmlands in
Africa, are becoming arid deserts. This triggers
large population movements within countries and
across borders. Families are disrupted, children
suffer from malnutrition and irreparable
psychological damage and the whole social fabric
begins to disintegrate. Their vulnerability exposes
them to violence and exploitation by a powerful
minority, which itself is contested by other such
groups. Coercive power becomes the only
instrument for holding a community together
through fear.hose who migrate across borders are
no less exposed to violence and exploitation and
the migration issue becomes, as it has in many
western societies, an instrument of political
mobilisation through fear of the "outsider." The
stability of societies in both source countries as
well as target countries, is disturbed. As families
disintegrate and scatter, their members lose their
anchor and identity.Unstable societies are unequal
societies; they are victims of oppression and
injustice, they are often violent and cannot sustain
a democratic polity. Stability does not mean
stagnation. It means orderly change and
aspirational societies. A sense of threat from the
unfamiliar and fear of the outsider justifies
authoritarian governance.People become
complicit in the limitation and even suspension of
their own rights even as they applaud the violation
of the rights of those they consider "outsiders".
Populism is an expression of this pathology.

There is no doubt that the climate crisis —as also the
larger ecological crisis the world confronts today
— is the inevitable consequence of the fossil fuel-
based pattern of economic development spawned
by the industrial revolution of the 18th century.
This has progressively become more resource- and
energy-intensive and is mainly responsible for
accelerating global warming and the larger
ecological crisis.Climate change is the result of
greenhouse gases, chiefly carbon dioxide,
accumulated in the earth's atmosphere, since the
dawn of the industrial age. Carbon dioxide stays in
the atmosphere for over a hundred years,
diminishing only slowly and current carbon
emissions add to that stock.One measure of the
stock is the concept of particles per molecule
(ppm) of air. The higher the density of the ppm, the
greater the extent of global warming.

The 2025-26 Budget proposals are being formulated in
the backdrop of a grim domestic and international
scenario. On the domestic front, slowing demand has
led to tepid financial results for corporates. The stock
markets are volatile, with bears being rampant for the
first time in several years. Both Sensex and Nifty
have fallen by about 12 per cent since September,
largely due to an outflow by foreign institutional
investors (FIIs).rowth seems to be sluggish, with the
first advance estimates of national accounts
projecting 6.4 per cent for FY 2025 as against a
healthy 8.2 per cent in FY 2024. The geopolitical
outlook also remains dismal amid an uneasy truce in
the Israel-Hamas war, while the conflict in Ukraine
shows little signs of ending soon. Moreover, US
President Donald Trump looks set to upend
American policies in a wide swathe of areas,
especially trade, and this could affect India.

However, there is a ray of hope. The slowdown in the
first half of the current fiscal is now being made up
for with reports of rising rural consumption owing to
higher agricultural output and the impact of direct
benefit schemes. Urban demand continues to be
laggard, but it is here that budgetary policies could
make a significant impact. Providing income tax
relief at the lower end of the spectrum could bring
more money in the hands of the urban middle class. It
is this segment that has provided buoyancy in direct
tax revenues in recent years. A calibrated reduction in
the lower tax slabs could give a much-needed fillip to
urban consumption.The urgent need to bring about
greater simplification and rationalisation of direct
taxes cannot be overemphasised. Much has been
done in recent years on this score, but an even greater
paring of tax rules and regulations is required.

Over six decades ago, John Holt authored the

The educational narrative has also moved, to

If a poll comes, can Ram Rahim’s parole be far

A child’s failure in school exams is the system’s failure

The role of state governments in the appointment of VCs has been eliminated, though education is a state subject and under the Concurrent List.

A 10-year-old child in class V must be held

responsible for her learning outcomes. If her
learning outcomes do not meet the 'benchmark' or
'expected level of learning', she must be ‘detained’.
What should be regarded as the failure of the
pedagogy, curriculum and the collective system of
schooling has, in effect, been shifted onto the child
or the individual learner.The systematic dilution of
the Right to Education (RTE, 2009) through
successive amendments and the National Education
Policy (NEP-2020) is a testament to this shift. The
first amendment granted local governments the
authority to 'ensure class-level learning', prompting
19 state governments to wholly reject the
'no-detention' policy. The recent abrogation !
of this policy for centrally governed schools
is merely another step toward its inevitable
denouement.

seminal work, 'How Children Fail'. Since
then, the discourse surrounding education
has evolved, gradually acknowledging that
no learner, irrespective of his/her situation,
is intrinsically unwilling to learn — he/she
simply does not wish to be 'taught.' A child
cannot, with deliberate intent, choose not to
learn.

some extent, away from solely emphasising
intelligence quotient in favour of a broader
understanding of multiple intelligences.
There is no child who is inherently 'slow', 'weak', or a
'failure'. Rather, it is the inadequacy of the learning
environment that prevents the child from realising
his or her full potential. In this sense, it is the failure
of the system, not the failure of the
child.Examinations should never serve as
instruments of exclusion. Yet, each time we design
an exam, we do so with a fixed understanding of
merit, deeply rooted in the belief in the ‘normal
probability curve’. This framework tends to measure
and categorise the learner based on rigid,
prescriptive standards. Once a student is marked as
'below average' or labelled a 'failure’, she is relegated
to repeating the grade and the collective gaze of
teachers, parents and peers begins to regard her as
'undeserving' or 'fit to fail.

Multiple studies have revealed that repeating a grade

does little to enhance a child's 'learning outcomes' or
'learning abilities’. The promise of additional

behind? The Dera Sacha Sauda chief has been
released from jail after being granted a 30-day
parole — just a week before the Delhi
Assembly elections. He has been finally
allowed to visit his dera in Sirsa; this privilege
has been given to him for the first time since
he was awarded a 20-year jail sentence in
2017 for raping two of his disciples. It is not
uncommon for the dera head, who continues
to wield influence in the region, to be freed on
parole or furlough whenever Punjab, Haryana
or neighbouring states go to the polls. He was
granted a 20-day parole in October last year |
ahead ofthe Haryana Assembly elections. The
move had triggered allegations that the ruling
BJP was pulling out all the stops to dent the
Congress’ prospects. And we all know which
party had the last laugh.Ram Rahim’s
advocate has rightly said that every prisoner

resources or strategies for improvement — beyond
the superficial provision of 'special' attention or
reducing the learner to an object of pity — remains
murky at best. Simply revisiting the same syllabus
for another year fails to address the core needs of the
learner, reinforcing only the hollow logic of
'meritocracy’.

What is considered merit is often dictated by those
perched in positions of power. If monkeys were to
define 'ability’ as the capacity to climb a tree, all fish
would inevitably fall short. In much the same way, a
learner's abilities are shaped not merely by innate
potential but also by their 'cultural capital'.
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As Bourdieu and countless sociologists and
psychologists have pointed out, the learner's
capacity to learn is intricately tied to their socio-
historical, economic and cultural background —
factors over which they have little, if any, control.

Access to quality education, a rich curriculum and
effective pedagogy is often determined by the
learner's 'social assets'. In India, these assets extend
beyond gender and physical abilities to encompass
religion, caste, language and geography.The
growing clamour for a uniform system of one nation,
one education, one curriculum and one examination
will only amplify the struggles faced by the already
marginalised learners. Take, for instance, a
differently-abled, tribal, Muslim girl in a conflict
zone. Her ability to meet the prescribed learning
expectations under the 'normal probability curve' is
not a matter of will or intellect but of a convergence
of obstacles beyond her control.India, with its vast

Ram Rahim’s parole

Poll-eve release raises eyebrows yet again

FM must raise the bar for growth

A budgetary stimulus will underscore the fact that the India story is for the long term

Shifting income tax filing to the online route was a
major leap in this direction; government websites
need to be upgraded to world-class levels as well,
given the enormous information technology
expertise available in this country.The Goods and
Services Tax (GST) must also be rescued from
the maze of Byzantine regulations that are now
even being commented upon by the global
media. Popcorn tax slabs, symptomatic of the tax
bureaucracy’s overzealousness, hit the
headlines. It may not strictly come under the
purview of the Budget, but a signal of intent on
ironing out complexities would be welcome.
The focus of Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman must be, however, on stimulating
economic growth in view of the slowdown in
FY2025. The slump in the second quarter was
largely due to sluggish public spending during
the General Election. The effort should be to
make up for this in FY2026 by ensuring that
capital expenditure remains on track so that the [
engine of growth is revved up yet again. It may
ultimately be followed by a much-awaited cut in
interest rates by the Reserve Bank of India, thereby
providing an even greater momentum to the
economy.There are two key sectors that can also
contribute to a revival in the coming financial year
and need greater support. These are micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSMEs) and export-linked
industries. The MSME sector, one of the most vibrant
segments of the economy, faced serious challenges
during the Covid-19 pandemic. Credit assistance
provided at the time did not ameliorate conditions
adequately for these enterprises, which also had to
face crippling payment delays from both public and

private sectors. A package of measures to provide
easier credit and repayment facilities would
revitalise a sector that generates an enormous
number of jobs.The export-oriented sector poses
greater challenges in the light of the Trump

administration’s plans to raise tariffs. The extent of
tariff hikes on imports are not known yet, but an
increase seems inevitable. While tariffs may go up
higher for countries like China, there is no certainty
that Indian goods will benefit in terms of getting a
comparative advantage. Export units need to be
given assistance to be able to compete with
economies, again like China, where heavy state
subsidies are the norm.

It is also a good time to gradually bring down tariff
walls built in recent years to protect the domestic
industry in view of the ‘Make in India’ programme.

network of over 15 lakh schools and a student

population exceeding 25 crore, paints a paradoxical

picture of promise and neglect. Among these, 1.17

lakh schools operate with a single teacher, while a

staggering two crore students remain deprived of

access to what can truly be called 'quality' education.

The teacher-student ratio is alarmingly skewed in

several states, with recent reports revealing that 16

per cent of teacher posts lie vacant. This figure

includes the patchwork addition of 'contractual'
teachers.If salaries and recruitment processes were
indicators of teaching quality, the disparities would
be nothing short of scandalous: 23 per cent of
schools lack the requisite number of
teachers and even more suffer from a
deficit of professionally trained
educators.Despite lofty proclamations
of education as an 'investment',
budgetary allocations have persistently
missed the mark, falling far below the
recommended six per cent of the GDP.
The numbers are stark — 79 per cent
gross enrolment at the secondary level,
yet 3.6 crore children remain out of
school. To compound this, 11 per cent of
the schools function without electricity
and 13 per cent are without libraries,
eroding the infrastructure critical for
holistic learning.The abolition of the no-
detention policy is, therefore, not merely
an epistemic injustice, it is also a grave
social betrayal. The children who are envisioned as
the architects of a developed India by 2047 are, in
reality, ensnared in a system that fails them at every
level.

This is not a call to abandon the procedures that assess
learning, but rather an invitation to reimagine the
very constructs of ‘pass’and ‘fail’, of ‘retention’ and
‘detention’. To declare that 'schools are no longer
centres of learning but merely mid-day meal
distribution hubs' is not only a dismissal of the
crushing poverty faced by our people but also a
betrayal of the profound human aspiration to
cultivate knowledge within these spaces.

The delicate interplay between being a learner and a
knower — a dynamic already fragile — risks being
irreparably blurred with the dismantling of the no-
detention policy. A child may 'fail' as a learner, but
under no circumstance should her inherent agency as
aknower be stripped away.

has the legal right to apply for parole. However, the
devil is in the timing. The dera head is known for
his covert ways of telling his supporters whom
they should vote for. He might be a convict in rape
and murder cases, but there is no dearth of his
followers who are convinced that he has been
framed. The BJP has been out of power in Delhi for
the past 26 years. Looking to turn the tables on
AAP at long last, the saffron party is going the
whole hog in wooing voters. Ram Rahim can do
his bit by working behind the scenes. His repeated
paroles and furloughs have invited criticism from
political and religious leaders of Punjab, where he
continues to be reviled for his alleged role in
sacrilege incidents. But Punjab is not a priority in
the BJP’s current scheme of things. The party has
no qualms about antagonising Sikhs because Ram
Rahim’s release holds the promise of electoral
gains in Delhi.

This is not merely to blunt the attack from the US
over high tariffs, but also to align these levies with
international levels. Such a move could go a long
way towards plugging this country into global supply
chains.In contrast, Trump’s new policy directive on
oil is likely to have a positive outcome for this
country. His exhortation to the American oil
industry to drill more could result in higher output
and lower prices. World crude rates have already
fallen from $80 to $78 per barrel since he made
these comments. Any price softening will come as
a relief by reducing the huge oil import bill and
thereby the current account deficit as well.The
proposals should also provide a conducive
climate for higher investment, both from
domestic and foreign sources. A critical element
needing greater attention is the ease of doing
business. Even the recent annual corporate
summit at Davos became an occasion for several
economists to highlight the urgency of
improvement in this area. Undoubtedly, much has
been done in recent years to cut red tape, but much
more work is needed to make it easier to invest
and run a business.

As for the volatility in equity markets, the budgetary
proposals may not curb short-term trends of Flls
pulling out and moving to places giving higher
returns, like the US. But a stimulus to growth will
underscore the fact that the India story is there for the
long term. It would also ensure that the more viable
foreign direct investment flows pick up significantly.
The Finance Minister’s aim must be to push growth
to the range of 7-8 per cent. Only then will it be
possible to come closer to the target of becoming a
developed economy by 2047.
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Axis Bank launches
Devanagari PIN for safer
banking. Here's how it
works

NEW DELHI. Axis Bank has come up with a unique
solution to increasing digital security. In a first of its
kind move, they’ve unveiled the Devanagari PIN,
blending technology and tradition to create a banking
PIN that’s as personal as your favourite memory, but
much harder for cyber criminals to crack.

"Your banking PIN can be as memorable as your
favourite book, movie, or dish and yet almost
impossible for scammers to guess because with
Devanagari PIN you can create a secure and unique
PIN! The possibilities are endless when it comes to
creating your PIN! Devanagari PIN lets you turn any
word into a secure and personalised banking PIN.
Head to http://devanagaripin.com, type any word
and create a strong banking PIN," Axis Bank said on
X.Instead of predictable numbers, this innovation
hides digits within the Devanagari script, allowing
users to turn familiar words into ultra-secure PINS.
Whether it’s your favourite mantra, a childhood
nickname, or even a beloved dish, your PIN can now
be personal, memorable, and almost impossible to
guess.

STEPS TO GET YOUR DEVANAGARI PINVisit
www.devanagaripin.com

Enter a word of choice in Devanagari

Generate a secure PIN for banking transactions

One of the most common ways fraudsters gain access
to accounts is by guessing weak PINs or using
phishing techniques to trick users into revealing their
banking details. This is why experts suggest using
strong passwords and PINs that are not easily
predictable.

Market hoping for capital
gains tax cut

NEW DELHI. Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs)
have been pulling out of the Indian equity markets
indroves -- FPIs have been net sellers to the tune of
R1.74 lakh crore since October

Several factors are attributed to capital outflow
including Trump’s policies, overheated Indian
market and arelatively poor economic forecast.

However, many in the market believe India’s
aggressive tax policies have not helped either.

The government in last year’s budget increased tax
on short-term capital gains from equities from
15% to 20%, and on long-term capital gains from
10% to 12.5%.With the budget around the corner,
the investor community is hoping against hope for
a possible cut in capital gains tax or removal of
securities transaction tax (STT). It must be noted
that STT was brought in 2004 after removing the
long-term capital gains tax on equities.

In 2018 when the government brought back LTCG
tax, it did not remove STT (currently at 0.1% on
delivery-based sale and purchase of shares).
Sameer Arora, founder and fund manager, Helios
Capital Management, in a recent post on X said
one way to show how wrong the FPIs are in selling
Indian stocks is to cut long-term capital gains tax
rate to 10%.While Arora’s post reads like a light-
hearted response to well-known investor Shankar
Sharma’s angsty column on how India has failed to
stop foreign investors from exiting Indian markets,
the general sense among investors is that the
government was wrong in increasing capital gains
tax in the first place.Venkat Nageswar Chalasani,
chiefexecutive the Association of Mutual Funds in
India (AMFTI), says the industry hopes the Budget
would prioritise investor confidence by restoring
indexation benefits for debt funds and
rationalising the capital gains tax regime.

Government unveils Rs 100
crore credit guarantee
scheme to strengthen MSME
manufacturing sector

NEW DELHI. Government on Wednesday approved a
Mutual Credit Guarantee Scheme aimed towards
improving the credit availability for micro, small and
medium manufacturing sectors, aligning with the
goals set under the Make in India Union Budget
2024-25 for the MSME sector. The scheme will offer
60 per cent guarantee coverage through the National
Credit Guarantee Trustee Company Limited
(NCGTC) to Member Lending Institutions (MLIs)
for loans up to Rs 100 crore, helping eligible MSMEs
finance the purchase of equipment and machinery.

This credit will enable MSME industries to purchase
plant, machinery, and equipment, giving a boost to
the sector and strengthening the Make in India
initiative.The finance ministry, in a press release,
revealed that the manufacturing sector currently
contributes 17 per cent to India’s GDP, providing
jobs to more than 27.3 million workers. It further
added that PM Modi’s vision of ‘Make in India,
Make for the World’ aims to increase this share to 25
per centof GDP.

Features of the scheme

The borrower should be an MSME with valid Udyam
Registration Number and the loan amount
guaranteed should not surpass Rs 100 crores.

Though the project cost could be higher, 75 per cent of
it should be utilised for the equipment and
machinery.In case the loan amount is Rs 50 crore or
less, the borrower can repay it over a maximum of 8
years. They are also granted a 2-year break at the
start, during which they don’t have to pay the
principal amount, only interest (this is called a
moratorium period).If the loan is above Rs 50 crore,
the repayment period and moratorium period can be
extended further.Borrowers must pay 5 per cent of
the loan amount upfront when applying for the
guarantee cover under the scheme.

The Scheme will be applicable to all loans sanctioned
under MCGS-MSME during the period of 4 years
from the date of issue of operational guidelines of the
scheme or till total guarantee of Rs 7 lakh crore is
issued, whichever is earlier.

Chinese-made Al model DeepSeek safe for
use in India, says government source

What sets DeepSeek
apart from others is the
company’s claim that the
new release was huilt at
a fraction of the cost of
industry-leading models
such as OpenAl.

NEW DELHI. DeepSeek, a Chinese-
made artificial intelligence (Al) model,
is safe to use in India, according to a
source from the government. The source
also assured that there are no concerns
regarding data transfer to China.

“It is safe to use in India. I can assure you
there is no data transfer of Indian users’

information to China when using this
chatbot,” the source stated. DeepSeek, a
little-known Chinese start-up, has
caused a stir in the global tech sector
with the release of its low-cost Al
model. It functions similar to Google’s
Gemini and OpenAl.The latest version

Sensex, Nifty open flat as market awaits
cues from Budget, US Fed's next move

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock
market indices opened flat on
Thursday with IT and auto stocks
declining in early trade, reacting
to the statement made by US Fed
Chair Jerome Powell.

The S&P BSE Sensex was up by
328 points to 76,860.96, while the
NSE Nifty50 gained 135.70
points to 23,298.80 as of 10:50
AM.

Dr. V K Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit Financial
Services said that the recovery in the
market is healthy since it is being led by
fairly valued largecaps."The rally can
sustain if the Budget comes up with
some strong growth stimulating
measures that can improve the market
sentiments too. However, a sustained
rally can happen only if the FII selling
stops and we get some leading
indicators suggesting growth and
earnings recovery," he added.In today's
early market action, IT and auto stocks
which have led the market recovery
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were trading in red,while utility and
financial stocks led the gainers.Power
Grid Corporation of India emerged as
the top gainer, advancing 2.99%, while
Bajaj Finance showed strong
momentum with a 2.69% rise.
Hindalco Industries continued its
upward move, gaining 2.61%, followed
by Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) which added 2.35%. Cipla
rounded off the gainers with a healthy
increase of 2.11%.ata Motors
witnessed heavy selling, tumbling
6.50%. Indian Hotels Company
declined by 1.69%, while Infosys shed

7
%

0.72%. UltraTech Cement saw a
modest dip of 0.24%, and ICICI
Bank ended marginally lower with
a 0.18% decrease.Globally, the
stock markets remain strong
mainly due to the resilient US
economy and the down trending
interest rate cycle in the US. The
Fed’s decision to pause yesterday
was on expected lines. The Fed
chief Powell’s statement yesterday
that “the central bank will need to
see real progress on inflation or
easing of labour conditions before
making further adjustments” is a clear
message that further cuts will be data-
dependent," said Vijayakumar.

Broader market indices showed

resilience while volatility took a hit.
The Nifty Smallcapl100 index led the
gains with a 0.99% increase, while the
Nifty Midcap100 moved up by 0.39%,
indicating positive sentiment in the mid
and small-sized companies. However,
market anxiety appeared to ease as the
India VIX, which measures volatility,
dropped by 2.61%.

Dr Agarwals Healthcare IPO: Should
you subscribe Check latest GMP

New Delhi. The initial public offering of
Dr Agarwals Healthcare has seen a
muted response from investors as it
enters its second day of bidding
process.Dr Agarwals Healthcare IPO
aims to raise Rs 3,027.26 crore through
a combination of fresh issue of 75 lakh
shares and an offer for sale of 6.78 crore
shares.Dr Agarwals Healthcare IPO
subscribed 0.07 times. The public issue
subscribed 0.12 times in the retail
category, 0 times in QIB, and 0.06 times
in the NII category by January 29.Dr
Agarwals Healthcare has set the price
band for its IPO between Rs 382 and Rs
402 per share.Retail investors need to
apply for at least one lot, which consists
of 35 shares, requiring a minimum
investment of Rs 14,070. For small
non-institutional investors (sNII), the
minimum application size is 15 lots
(525 shares), translating to an
investment of Rs 2,11,050. Meanwhile,
large non-institutional investors (bNII)
must apply for at least 72 lots (2,520
shares), amounting to Rs 10,13,040.

SHOULD YOU SUBSCRIBE?
"We believe its organic growth strategy

and focus on expanding the primary
facility network position it well to
capture this growing demand. Hence,
looking at all attributes we recommend
our investors to “SUBSCRIBE” the Dr.
Agarwal’s Health Care Ltd IPO for
long term perspective only," said Rajan
Shinde, Research Analyst, Mehta
Equities Ltd."At the upper price band

plans to expand its presence across
India by establishing new facilities,
strengthening its brand image, and its
consistent revenue growth over the
years, we recommend ‘subscribe’ on a
long-term basis," said an IPO report
from Geojit.The initial public offering
(IPO) of Dr Agarwal’s Healthcare
opened for subscription on January 29,
2025, and will remain open until
January 31,2025.

LATEST GMP
The grey market premium (GMP) for Dr.

Agarwal's IPO has seen a decline in the
official market.

The latest GMP was Rs 5 as of January

30, 2025, at 8:32 AM. Given the price
band of Rs 402, the estimated listing
price is around Rs 407, factoring in the
latest GMP. This suggests a potential
gain of approximately 1.24% per share.

of Rs.402,DAHL is available ata P/E of The allotment of shares is expected to be

133.6x (FY24), which appears
expensive compared to peers.
However, considering the company's

finalised on Monday, February 3, 2025.
The company's shares are set to be
listed on the BSE and NSE.

of DeepSeek was released on January
20, and it impressed Al experts. What
sets DeepSeek apart from others is the
company’s claim that the new release
was built at a fraction of the cost of
industry-leading models such as
OpenAl.This led to significant market

impact, with chip-making giant Nvidia
losing nearly $600 billion (£482 billion)
in market value on Monday—marking
the biggest one-day loss in the US
history. US President Donald Trump
called DeepSeek release a “wake-up
call” for US companies, urging them to
focus on “competing to win.”The model
is reportedly as powerful as OpenAl’s
O1 model, released at the end of last
year, in tasks such as mathematics and
coding. Like O1, DeepSeek’s R1 model
is a “reasoning” modelThese models
produce responses incrementally,
simulating how humans reason through
problems or ideas. DeepSeek uses less
memory than its competitors, which
ultimately reduces the cost to perform
tasks. Similar to many other Chinese Al
models, such as Baidu’s Ernie or
ByteDance’s Doubao, DeepSeek is
trained to avoid politically sensitive
questions.

Budget 2025: These 5
popular deductions are
not available under new

tax regime

NEW DELHI. With only two days to go for the
announcement of Union Budget 2025, taxpayers
are still confused about the new tax
regime.Though the new tax regime which was
introduced in Budget 2020, offers concessional
tax rates, it removes several popular tax benefits
that are otherwise availble under the old tax
regime. Some of these deductions that are not
available include:

HOUSE RENTALLOWANCE (HRA)

This is given by the employer to employee for
expenses incurred toward rented accommodation.
While caluclationg taxable income under the old
regime, the sum of HRA exemption is deducted
from taxable income, thereby allowing
individuals to save on taxes.

INTEREST INCURRED ON HOME LOAN

It is another popular deduction availble under
Section 24(b) in the old tax regime. A tax
exemption of up to Rs 2 Lakh can be claimed
towards interest incurred on home loan.

LEAVE TRAVEL CONCESSION (LTC)
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This allowance under the old tax regime is given by
the employer to th employee to travel anywhere
within India. A maximum of Rs 36,000 per
individual can be availed for exemption from
taxes. No international travel can be claimed by
the employee under LTC.

CHILDREN'S EDUCATION ALLOWANCE

This allowance under the old tax regime is given to
the employees to cover their child's educational
expenses, thus easing their financial burden.
However, the same is not availble under the new
tax regime.

DONATIONS MADE TO APOLTICALPARTY

Under the old tax regime, Section 80GGB provides
exemption for any donations or contributions
made to a political party. However, donations
made in cash are not eligible for tax deductions
under this section.

Kerala startup Graamyam helps artisans go global
with handmade, eco-friendly products

L
Highlighting the problems

plaquing the sector, she says
lack of revenue makes the
younger generation ditch
craft work.

KOCHI. Products from Kerala artisans
have great demand in the international
market. But these artisan communities
struggle for visibility as they are unable to
feature their products on a global
platform.Aiming to help change this
situation, Biju George — a mechanical
engineer by training but with more than 20
years of experience in the IT field — and
Rakkee Thimothy — a researcher from
the Jawaharlal Nehru University —
shared a dream of developing a business

model that would improve the reach of “Graamyam is an e-commerce platform that
exclusively deals with handmade, eco-
friendly, and sustainable products. At
Graamyam, we partner with the
communities to introduce new designs

Indian craft in the global market.That was
the time they were relocating to Kerala.
And they founded a social startup,
Graamyam, which is now bringing joy

into the artisan communities across the
state.“We wanted to make a change in the
lives of rural craftspeople,” Rakkee tells

TNIE.

Highlighting the problems plaguing the
sector, she says lack of revenue makes the

younger generation ditch craft work.
“Another major issue with traditional
crafts is the absence of innovation in

design and process. The laborious |

processes make the products costly
and unaffordable to a large section of
society,” she adds.Further, the artisans
are unable to generate interest in
modern society for traditional crafts.
“The sector also suffers from poor
awareness in society about the quality
and value of a traditional handicraft.
Over the years, we have lost many
valuable crafts because of a lack of
patronage. Even now, many crafts are

going through an existential crisis,”

Rakkee points out.
But what does Graamyam do?

communities across Kerala.

and ethnic communities crafting natural
fibre and bamboo into home decor
products,” she say.Graamyam also has
special initiatives for women to ensure

they continue in the trade.

and markets, thereby providing the
artisans with better prices for the
products,” she says.The platform works
with more than 70 craftspersons in 15

“We work with handloom weavers, potters,

“For example, Killimanagalam mats are
made by a group of women weavers. The
unit was in a terrible condition. The first
thing we did was to fund the maintenance

of the building to ensure a safe working
place for the women. We continued to use
the same model for other communities
too,” Rakkee says.And the fact that the
initiative has touched the lives of these
artisan communities is evident in the
feedback of Sudhakaran, the secretary
of Killimangalam Mat Weaving
Society. “If Graamyam hadn’t reached
out to us, closing the unit would have
been the only option left before us,” he
says.The platform features over 150
products ranging from terracotta,
bamboo, wood, natural fibre and
handloom cotton to metal items. “We
are a very young startup, founded in
2019. We help the artisans create
innovative designs to appeal to the
aesthetics of modern society,” Rakkee
says.Currently, they are in the process
of establishing production lines and
links with craftpersons in Kerala. “We
will diversify to other southern states soon
and then cover craft communities in other
parts of the country,” she says.

With plans in place to make Graamyam a
global brand for home decor, the founders
are in talks with big lifestyle chains in the
Us.
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Supreme Court's word of caution to RG Kar

victim's family questioning probe in case
‘N\

»RG Kar Rape
Murder Case: The
Supreme Court
cautioned the
family of the 31-
year-old trainee
doctor, who was
raped and murdere

in Kolkata's RG Kar

hospital to be
"careful” while
hearing their
application filed by
them questioning

the investigation in

the case.

NEW DELHI. The Supreme Court on

Wednesday cautioned the lawyer appearing p@

|5

for the family of a trainee doctor, who was |

raped and murdered in Kolkata last year, to

be "careful" while arguing an application

filed by them questioning the probe in the
case.The body of the 31-year-old doctor was

found in a semi-naked state in the seminar

hall of RG Kar Medical College and §
Hospital on August 9 last year. The trial

court on January 20 sentenced Sanjoy Roy, |

the lone convict, to life imprisonment till |

d death in the case. .
"Just be a little careful. There's a judgment of
conviction," said a bench led by Chief Justice of
India Sanjiv Khanna, leading to the counsel
pointing out that their application was filed
before the trial court passed its conviction order.
"The application was filed prior to the judgment
of conviction. We are not going to read those
parts out," senior advocate Karuna Nandy,
appearing for the victim's family, argued.The
top court indicated that it was aware of the fact
that the application was filed before the
conviction order. It stressed its earlier
suggestion that a fresh application can be filed

with the same plea, considering the effect that
their affirmation may have."Your statements
and averments in the application speak volume
and are debatable. File a simple application
again with your prayers and we will entertain,"
CJIKhannasaid.

"It's for you now then to press it or not. Averments
made in your application are there. Everything
you say in court may have its consequences," he
added.

The counsel for the victim's family, however,
pointed out their concern that time was passing
under the bridge.The court advised her to file a

fresh application and draft it in a way where it
may not be misused. "You should have
yourself thought about it, withdrawn it and
filed against it," it said.Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, supporting what was coming
from the bench, remarked the present
application would be unintentionally helping
the accused and will affect the victim. He
urged the counsel to understand what the court
was suggesting.

The court also asked the counsel to take
instructions and think about whether the top
court should still continue to hear the main
matter or close it, considering that the High

Courtis also hearing the case.

It, thereafter, recorded that the counsel filed an
application before the order of conviction, and
they would like to withdraw and file a fresh
application with a similar prayer. The
application was dismissed as withdrawn.The
Supreme Court also clarified that the protesting
doctors, who joined their duties after its order
on August 22, 2024, would be regularised and
won't be treated as absent. It noted that the
intent behind its order was that the said period
would be regularised.

Supreme Court orders to end

manual scavenging in 6 metro

cities

New Delhi. The Supreme Court on Wednesday ordered a
complete ban on manual scavenging and sewer cleaning
in six major metropolitan cities -- Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai, Kolkata, Bengaluru, and Hyderabad.A bench
led by Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia directed the chief
executive officers of these cities to submit detailed
affidavits by February 13, explaining how and when
manual scavenging had been stopped. The court
scheduled the next hearing for February 19.

In December 2023, the court instructed the Centre to
coordinate with states and gather feedback on efforts to

eliminate manual scavenging and sewer cleaning. A
recent affidavit from the Union government revealed
that among 775 districts in India, 456 reported no cases
of manual scavenging or manual sewer cleaning.

However, after reviewing submissions by the Additional
Solicitor General, the court noted a lack of clarity on
whether manual sewer cleaning had been completely
eradicated in metropolitan cities, as intended in the
Supreme Court’s October 10, 2023, order.“We are of the
opinion that the time has come to pass clear directions,”
the bench stated.In its October ruling, the court had
stated that both the central and state governments are
legally obligated to ensure the complete eradication of
manual scavenging across India.

Jobs, caste survey in Congress
manifesto for Delhi polls

NEW DELHI. The Congress on Wednesday released its
manifesto for the Delhi Assembly elections, making a
slew of promises aimed at job creation, social justice,
and public welfare.The party vowed to fill vacant
government positions, abolish contractual hiring,
conduct a caste survey, and introduce a 33% job
reservation for women, apart from the five schemes it
announced earlier.At the Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee headquarters, senior party leaders Jairam
Ramesh, Pawan Khera, and Delhi Congress chief
Devender Yadav unveiled the manifesto, branding it as
the party’s “guarantee” to the people.

“The Congress party delivers what it promises. This is not
just an announcement; it’s a guarantee. If we fail to
fulfill these commitments, people will have the legal
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right to challenge us,” Ramesh said. The manifesto
aligns with the party’s national campaign, ‘Jai Bapu, Jai
Bhim, Jai Samvidhaan,” emphasizing social justice and
constitutional values.

Among its key commitments, the party promised to
strengthen the Delhi SC/ST/OBC/Minority and
Handicapped Development Finance Corporation,
ensuring low-interest loans for marginalized
communities to start businesses. It also pledged to
establish a Scheduled Castes Commission to address
grievances and enhance scholarships for SC students.

Focusing on the city’s workforce, the party vowed to
introduce an Unorganised Workers’ Social Security Act
and set up 100 Indira Canteens to provide affordable and
nutritious meals. Addressing concerns about education,
Yadav accused the AAP government of allowing private
schools to dominate the sector.

Rare disease patients 1n crisis as delays
stall national pohcy implementation

NEW DELHI. Several rare disease [
patients across India, including
many children, are facing a life-
or-death struggle due to delays in
implementing the National
Policy for Rare Diseases (NPRD)
2021, patient advocacy groups
said.In open letters to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Health Minister Jagat Prakash
Nadda, advocacy organisations and
affected families have urged
immediate intervention, citing stalled
funding and bureaucratic hurdles in
rolling out the Rs 974 crore National
Programme for Rare Diseases.

HEALTHCARE EMERGENCY

Rare diseases, especially genetic
disorders, disproportionately impact
children—30 per cent of diagnosed
cases do not survive beyond age five
without treatment. NPRD 2021 was

the patients' families.
At top hospitals like AIIMS Delhi,

IGICH Bangalore, and IPGMER
Kolkata, patients who had previously
stabilised on treatment are now
reportedly regressing due to lack of
care. The Rs 50 lakh one-time
financial aid under NPRD 2021 has
proven inadequate for chronic
conditions such as Lysosomal Storage
Disorders (LSDs), including Gaucher,
Pompe, Fabry,and MPS T & I1.
Patients like Alishba Khan (Gaucher),

New Delhi. In operations coordinated

Janarthanan Sundaram, accused of

meant to provide relief, but its delayed
execution has left patients stranded
without life-saving therapies, claimed

Ashok Kumar (Gaucher), Imran
Ghoshi (MPS 1), and Adrija Mudy
(Gaucher) have exhausted their funds,

leaving families in financial distress
and children without essential
medication.
COURT ORDERSIGNORED
On October 4, 2024, the Delhi High
Court directed the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare to
release funds for rare disease
patients who had exceeded the Rs 50
lakh cap. The court also ordered the
creation of a Rs 974 crore national
fund for rare diseases for FY 2024-25
and 2025-26.However, months later,
no action was taken, leaving patients
without treatment and eroding trust in
the government’s commitment to rare
disease care.
ADVOCACY GROUPS’DEMANDS
In their letter, patient groups have
outlined key measures for immediate
action:Sustainable Funding for
Lifelong Conditions: Remove the Rs
50 lakh cap for chronic and ultra-rare
diseases and establish a transparent,
long-term funding model.

2 Fugitives Facing Interpol Red Notice
Deported To India From Thailand, US

by the CBI, two fugitives facing
Interpol Red Notice and wanted in
separate cases in Tamil Nadu and
Gujarat were arrested after their
return from the US and Thailand on
Wednesday, officials said.

siphoning over Rs 87 crore of
investors' money through his ponzi
scheme, was deported from Bangkok
to India and taken into custody at the
Kolkata airport by the Tamil Nadu
Police, they said.He was wanted by the
Economic Offence Wing (EOW) of
Tamil Nadu Police for the offences of
criminal conspiracy, criminal breach of

Notice issued against the subject from
Interpol on June 21, 2023," a CBI
spokesperson said.Sundaram who
travelled to Bangkok on January 28,
2025 was denied entry on the basis of
Red Notice, the agency said.

trust, cheating, default in repayment of The CBI, which is nodal body of India on

deposits/interest and offences
committed under Banning of
Unregulated Deposit Schemes Act,
2019, among others."The CBI on
request of Tamil Nadu Police got Red

all matters related to Interpol,
coordinated with the global body,
Indian Embassy in Bangkok and
Kolkata airport authorities for his
return."He was deported to India from

Bangkok, Thailand," the spokesperson
said.

On arrival at the Kolkata airport on

Wednesday, he was detained and later
handed over to Tamil Nadu Police team,
which arrived at the airport from
Chennai to secure his custody, the
officials said.In the second operation,
the Global Operations Centre of the
CBI which handles such matters
closely coordinated with the Gujarat
Police and immigration authorities at
Ahmedabad airport for return of
Virendrabhai Manibhai Patel wanted
for 20 years in a case of cheating,
forgery and criminal conspiracy.Patel,
director of Charotar Nagrik Sahakari
Bank, Anand, was wanted in a case of
fraud of Rs 77 crore registered by the
Gujarat Police in 2002.A Red Notice
was issued against him by the Interpol
on March 3, 2004, the CBI
spokesperson said in a statement.

"Punjab Sarkar” Car With

Cash, Liquor Seized In
Delhi, State Responds

New Delhi. A large amount of cash and liquor have

been seized from a car with a "Punjab
government”" sticker in election-bound Delhi,
police said yesterday, adding that AAP pamphlets
were also found in the car. The BJP soon launched
an attack on the Aam Aadmi Party, after which the
Punjab government clarified the car had a fake
registration plate - that the seized vehicle was
different from the registered model.Sharing
details about the seizure, Delhi Police said the
vehicle was parked outside Punjab Bhawan on
Copernicus Marg. When searched, the cops said
they found wads of cash amounting to Rs 8 lakh,
liquor bottles with Punjab stamps, and AAP
pamphlets inside the car.

As per the model code of conduct in force in Delhi

ahead of the polls, people are barred from carrying
more than Rs 50,000 in cash.

A case has been registered at the Tilak Marg police

station.The Punjab government said in a
statement that as per the official record, the car
was registered in the name of Maj. Anubhav
Shivpuri, who was posted at the Army Dental
College, Pathankot, three years ago. He is a
permanent resident of Khadki in Maharashtra, it
said.

Moreover, the vehicle registered with the number

PB35AE1342 - as seen in visuals of the seized car
-was a Ford Eco Sport, but the car seized by Delhi
Police belongs to the Hyundai Creta series, said
the statement. "This confirms that the vehicle's
number plate is forged and fake," said the Punjab
government, clarifying that no such car is owned
or hired by them.Expressing shock over the
incident, Delhi BJP president Virendra Sachdeva
said he can't recall such a huge recovery of cash
and liquor in his 35 years of public life. "Till now,
we thought Arvind Kejriwal institutionalised
corruption in Delhi government, polluted Yamuna
and Delhi's air but today we understand that he has
polluted Delhi's political system too," said the
BJPleader.

The matter was "totally fake and laughable", the

AAP hit back, stating that the number plate
belonged to a different car model than the one
seized by the cops. There is no entry record of the
car at the Punjab Bhawan, the ruling party added.

"Conveniently (the car was) parked with no driver

in sight. Owner details trace back to someone
from Pathankot, now in Punjabi Bagh, but
originally from Pune. A planted stunt poorly
executed and utterly bogus," said an AAP
statement.

‘Delhi ab AAP ki nahi, Delhi ab
hum sabki hog’

NEW DELHI. “We trust in Modi’s guarantee, none

EPRET)

else, not even the BJP leadership’s,” school
teacher Meenakshi asserted as she Jomed women
in droves to hear Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
who launched his Delhi poll campaign on
Wednesday.The presence of so many women
marked the PM’s rally in the Ghonda assembly
constituency in northeast Delhi. They came from
all walks of life, literate or otherwise, young and
old, rich and poor. They brought friends and
relatives along, eager to hear Modi.

Clad in vibrant attire and Modi face masks, they

filled the venue hours ahead.Were they happy
about the BJP’s pledge of direct financial
assistance of Rs 2,500 a month? It’s more than
monetary, Ritu Gaur told this newspaper.

The worker in a private company in Shahdara

explained: “However, it is more than just a
monetary pledge—it is a reflection of Modi’s
guarantees that seem to have struck a deep chord
with them.”

Government high school teacher Meenakshi was

passionate: “We trust in Modi’s guarantee, none
else, not even in the BJP leadership’s.”Her
confident prediction: “Delhi ab AAP ka nahi, hum
sab ka hoga (Delhi will no longer belong to AAP,
but be ours).” A short distance from the main rally
venue, Sharmista Ghosh, in her 50s, and her
husband Dinesh Das, a clerk in a Delhi
government school, stood near a massive cutout
of PM.Das did not see any irony in working for the
Delhi government backing Modi. He had but one
reason: “I work in the Delhi government, but I
trust only in Modi’s leadership. Why? Because
PM Modi has vision, a mission, and ambition—all
combined to make Bharat a developed nation.
Visit my native state, Odisha, and you will see the
transformation he is bringing there.”

Another bhig stampede at Maha Kumbh,
many likely dead; buno official word

New Delhi. There was a second stampede
at the Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj just
hours apart and 2 km from the spot of the
first crowd crush near Sangam Nose that
killed 30 people in the wee hours on
Wednesday. Piles of clothes and
footwear indicate it was a big stampede,
but there is no official word on the
number of dead and injured.
Eyewitnesses, however, have claimed
multiple deaths in the stampede at Jhusi.

An exclusive report by Abhinav Pandey of
The Lallantop, India Today Digital's
sister news outlet, with photojournalist
Mohan Kanojia reveals the scale of the
stampede. Exclusive footage shows
piles of clothes, footwear and bottles
being cleared by tractors from the Jhusi
site. They also spoke to eyewitnesses
who narrated that they saw people being
crushed and bodies being recovered
from the site.

The spot in Jhusi is across the Ganga and
just 2 km from the site of the first

stampede near the Sangam Nose.
While the first stampede occurred
around 1.30 am, the stampede at Jhusi
was around 5.55 am.

"There were bodies lying here, and no
one was asking about them. People
who had suffocated to death in the
morning were taken away by 1:30 pm.
A female police constable arrived
after 4 hours of the stampede. The

added.

"When the stampede occurred in Jhusi,
there was no reporter present. The
issue was never raised anywhere.
People only came to know about the
stampede at Sangam," said another
eyewitness.Neha Ojha of the
Haldiram kiosk added that Rs
1,80,000 was looted from the cash
counter. "Bodies of elderly people

police were stopping people from
shooting videos," Neha Ojha of Jhusi's
Haldiram kiosk told The Lallantop.

"There were four dead bodies inside the
Haldiram kiosk that had been taken
away. There have been 24 casualties
here alone. Children were dying from
being crushed. There was no one here,
no help. A lot is being covered up, and
the public deserves to know the truth,"
another person from the Haldiram kiosk
told The Lallantop.

DETAILS OF THE STAMPEDE AT
PRAYAGRAJ'S JHUSI

Jhusi, which falls on the north bank of the
river Ganga, also offers access to the
Sangam site. This is where the stampede
took place hours after the one near the
Sangam Nose."The crowd was so
massive that it was completely out of
control. People started breaking through
the barricades and pushing forward,"
Prayagraj-native Harshit told The
Lallantop."Many devotees were already
sleeping all around. The roads were
blocked, and there was no space to walk.
Amidst the chaos, many people had
their laptops and iPhones stolen," he

were being pulled out from the rubble
of clothes and footwear. In front of a tent,
two deaths occurred right there," Neha
told The Lallantop.Abhinav Pandey and
Mohan Kanojia were the only ones
reporting from the spot of the stampede
in Jhusi on Wednesday midnight.
Because there was no word about the
crowd crush there, they reached the spot
after almost 18 hours but still got to
record the devastation there.A person
who was working to clear the debris at
the Jhusi site said they had been at work
since 6pm.
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Israeli strike kills at least
10 people in the West Bank,
officials say

WEST BANK. Palestinian health authorities said an
Israeli airstrike in the northern West Bank killed at
least 10 people late Wednesday.Israel’s use of a jet
fighter to strike the rural village of Tamoun late
Wednesday marked the latest escalation in its
intensifying crackdown on Palestinian militants in
the occupied territory.Residents of Tamoun said that
the airstrike hit a house in a crowded neighborhood.
The Palestinian Health Ministry cautioned that the
death toll was likely to rise.In a statement, Hamas
mourned the men killed in Tamoun but did not claim
them as members. It called on Palestinians across
Israel and the occupied West Bank to mobilize
against Israel in hopes of making it “pay the price for
its crimes.”The tenuous ceasefire between Israel and
Hamas is aimed at ending the war in Gaza and
securing the release of dozens of hostages held by the
militant group, as well as hundreds of Palestinians
imprisoned or detained by Israel. The truce does not
apply to the West Bank.Under the -ceasefire,
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians have
jubilantly returned to northern Gaza over the past
three days. However, their homecoming has been
bittersweet as nearly everyone has friends or
relatives who died, and many northern
neighborhoods have been transformed into an
apocalyptic landscape of devastation by more than
15 months of war.

2 dogs get new homes after
surviving plane crash that
killed rescue flight pilot

World Two dogs that survived an animal-rescue flight
crash that killed the pilot have found new homes as
the late aviator’s friends work to honor him by
helping more pets, a shelter director said Wednesday.

The Nov. 24 crash in New York’s Catskill Mountains
killed Seuk Kim of Springfield, Virginia, a dedicated
volunteer who transported cats and dogs from
disaster areas and overcrowded shelters to rescue
groups. He was bringing three dogs to an Albany,
New York-area organization called the Animal
Shelter of Schoharie Valley when his 1986 Mooney
M20J went down.Kim told air traffic controllers that
he hit moderate to heavy turbulence at 5,000 feet
(1,520 meters), but then he descended to about 4,300
feet (1,311 meters) and reported that conditions
improved to light to moderate turbulence, according
to the National Transportation Safety Board’s
preliminary report on the crash. The report said he
didn’t contact air traffic control again or make any
distress calls. Two of the dogs, a Labrador-mix puppy
named Whiskey and a young Yorkshire terrier mix
called Pluto, survived. Pluto was internally bruised,
while Whiskey was found huddled in the snow with
two broken legs. The Lab pup subsequently
underwent surgeries at Pieper Memorial Veterinary
emergency and specialty hospital in Middletown,
Connecticut. After those procedures and lots of
physical therapy, 6-month-old Whiskey is on his feet
and playing at his foster home in Middletown, and
the family that took him in has decided to keep him,
said Maggie Jackman Pryor, the executive director of
the Animal Shelter of Schoharie Valley.Pluto,
meanwhile, recovered quickly and was adopted a
few weeks into a home in Averill Park, a community
near Albany, Pryor said. The remains of the third dog,
a little one named Lisa, went to Kim’s relatives at
their request.

US passenger jet with 64 aboard
collides with Army helicopter near
Washington, several feared dead

ARLINGTON. A jet carrying 60 passengers and four
crew members collided Wednesday with an Army
helicopter while landing at Ronald Reagan National
Airport near Washington, prompting a large search-
and-rescue operation in the nearby Potomac River.

There were multiple fatalities, according to a person
familiar with the matter, but the precise number of
victims was uncler as rescue crews hunted for any
survivors.Three soldiers were onboard the helicopter,
an Army official said.There was no immediate word
on the cause of the collision, but all takeoffs and
landings from the airport were halted while
helicopters from law enforcement agencies across the
region flew over the scene.

Inflatable rescue boats were launched into the Potomac
River from a point along the George Washington
Parkway, just north of the airport, and first responders
set up light towers from the shore to illuminate the
area near the collision site.At least a half-dozen boats
are scanning the water using search lights.

US President Donald Trump said he had been "fully
briefed on this terrible accident" and, referring to the
passengers, added, "May God Bless their souls."

The Federal Aviation Administration said the midair
crash occurred around 9 p.m. EST when a regional jet
that had departed from Wichita, Kansas, collided with
a military helicopter on a training flight while on
approach to an airport runway. It occurred in some of
the most tightly controlled and monitored airspace in
the world, just over three miles south of the White
House and the Capitol.Investigators will try to piece
together the aircrafts' final moments before their
collision, including contact with air traffic controllers
as well asaloss of altitude by the passenger jet.

American Airlines Flight 5342 was inbound to Reagan
National at an altitude of about 400 feet and a speed of
about 140 miles per hour when it suffered a rapid loss
of altitude over the Potomac River, according to data
from its radio transponder.The Canadian-made
Bombardier CRJ-701 twin-engine jet, manufactured
in 2004, can be configured to carry up to 70
passengers.A few minutes before landing, air traffic
controllers asked the arriving commercial jet if it
could land on the shorter Runway 33 at Reagan
National and the pilots said they were able.
Controllers then cleared the plane to land on Runway
33. Flight tracking sites showed the plane adjust its
approach to the new runway.

West Virginia white couple convicted of forced labor,
human trafficking of adopted black kids

CHARLESTON, W.Va. A West Virginia

couple accused of neglect and forced labor
involving their adopted children was
convicted by a jury on Wednesday after
eight hours of deliberations.Jeanne Kay
Whitefeather and Donald Ray Lantz went
on trial in mid-January and each faced over
a dozen counts, including forced labor,
civil rights violations, human trafficking
and child neglect.The couple, who are
white, were accused of mistreating their
children — all of whom are Black — by
locking them in a shed, forcing them to
sleep on the floor and use buckets as toilets,
and more.The Kanawha County Circuit
Court jury convicted Whitefeather on all 19
counts against her, including the civil rights
violations. Lantz was found guilty on 12
counts out of 16. He was acquitted of four
counts of civil rights violations. Both
showed little emotion as the verdict was
read.Kanawha County Prosecuting
Attorney Debra Rusnak said she cried as
she heard the word “guilty” repeated again

a news conference afterward. “This is our
community, and these are the children of
our community. If we’re not going to fight
for them, then who will?”Whitefeather
and Lantz adopted the five siblings while
living in Minnesota, moved to a farm in
Washington state in 2018, and then
brought the family to West Virginia in May
2023, when the children ranged in age
from 5 to 16.The couple was arrested in
October 2023 after neighbors saw Lantz
lock the oldest girl and her teenage brother
in a shed and leave the property. A deputy
used a crowbar to get them out.Inside the
main residence, a 9-year-old girl was found
alone crying in a loft with no protection
from falling, according to a criminal
complaint. A fourth child was with Lantz
when he eventually returned. Deputies
were later led to the couple’s youngest
daughter.The children were found in dirty
clothes and smelling of body odor, deputies
said, and the eldest boy was found barefoot
with what appeared to be sores on his feet.

and again.“These cases mean a lot to us —  All five were turned over to Child Protective

we take a lot of this personally,” she said at

Services after the couple’s arrest.During

the trial, neighbors in Sissonville testified
they never saw the children play and
witnessed Lantz make them stand in line or
perform difficult chores around the yard,
including lifting heavy items. After Lantz
noticed the curious neighbors, the children
mostly stayed indoors.The couple’s eldest
daughter, now 18, testified that the outdoor
work occurred mostly in Washington and
that some of them were forced to use their
hands for digging.She also said the children
were fed a steady diet of peanut butter
sandwiches at scheduled times, some left
over from a previous meal. Some kids were

forced to stand in their rooms for hours
and keep their hands on their heads.
The oldest girl and boy shared a room,
including the same bucket for using
the bathroom while the other held up a
sheet for privacy.The couple and their
attorneys pushed back on the
accusations, with Lantz testifying that
the chores were assigned to teach the
children responsibility. Whitefeather
called the shed the children were
found in a “teenager hangout” and said
the teens had access to a key and were
free to leave as they pleased. Whitefeather’s
attorney said the oldest boy had attempted
to run away from home and the lock on the
shed was meant to keep him from trying
again.Testimony showed the children
didn’t know where a key was — detectives
found one out of sight on a cabinet in the
shed.Prosecutors said the couple’s tactics
were less about teaching responsibility and
instead about control.“The whole point of
treating them this way is they become less
than human,” Kanawha County Assistant
Prosecutor Chris Krivonyak said.

American Airlines flight with 64 aboard collides with Army
helicopter while landing at Reagan Airport near DC

ARLINGTON. A passenger jet collided
Wednesday with an Army helicopter
while landing at Ronald Reagan
National Airport near Washington,
prompting a large search-and-rescue
operation in the nearby Potomac River.

Some 60 passengers are believed to have
been on the commercial jet, a US
senator from Kansas said."A plane,
traveling to the Nation's capital from
Wichita, KS carrying roughly 60
passengers collided with a Military
helicopter," Senator Roger Marshall
posted on X, describing the situation as
"nothing short of a
nightmare."Meanwhile, the U.S. Army
confirmed that three soldiers were
aboard the military
helicopter.Inflatable rescue boats were
launched into the Potomac River from
a point near the airport along the
George Washington Parkway, just
north of the airport.President Donald
Trump was briefed, his press secretary
said, and Vice President JD Vance
encouraged followers on the social
media platform X to “say a prayer for
everyone involved.”The Federal
Aviation Administration said the
midair crash occurred around 9 p.m.
EST when a regional jet that had

departed from Wichita, Kansas,
collided with a military Blackhawk
helicopter while on approach to an
airport runway.It occurred in some of
the most tightly controlled and
monitored airspace in the world, just
over three miles south of the White

House and the Capitol.Investigators
will try to piece together the aircrafts'
final moments before their collision,
including contact with air traffic
controllers as well as a loss of altitude
by the passenger jet. American Airlines
flight 5342 was inbound to Reagan
National at an altitude of about 400 feet
and a speed of about 140 miles per hour
when it suffered a rapid loss of altitude
over the Potomac River, according to
data from its radio transponder.The
Canadian-made Bombardier CRJ-701
twin-engine jet was manufactured in

2004 and can be configured to carry up
to 70 passengers.A few minutes before
landing, air traffic controllers asked the
arriving commercial jet if it could land
on the shorter Runway 33 at Reagan
National and the pilots said they were
able. Controllers then cleared the plane
to land on Runway 33. Flight tracking
sites showed the plane adjust its
approach to the new runway.

In audio from the air traffic control
tower around the time of the crash, a
controller is heard asking the
helicopter, “PAT25 do you have the
CRJ in sight,” in reference to the
passenger aircraft.“Tower did you see
that?” another pilot is heard calling

seconds after the apparent collision.
The tower immediately began diverting
other aircraft from Reagan.Video from
an observation camera at the nearby
Kennedy Center showed two sets of
lights consistent with aircraft
appearing to join in a fireball.n a post
on social media, American Airlines
said it was aware of reports that one of
its flights was involved in the incident
and said it would provide more
information once available.The crash
is serving as a major test for two of the
Trump administration’s newest agency.

Donald Trump sounds the same, but his White
House—so far—couldn't be more different

NEW YORK. The marathon Q&A
sessions are back, along with the cream
Oval Office rug and the Diet Coke
button on the Resolute Desk. So, too,
are the late-night social media posts that
ricochet across the globe and the
barrage of executive orders.But in 10
days, Donald Trump has frozen federal
spending and hiring, offered buyouts to
more than two million government
workers, and ended federal diversity
and transgender-rights efforts.

He's fired nearly two dozen independent
inspectors general, rewritten American
maps, pardoned Jan. 6 protesters who
assaulted police, announced plans to
detain migrants at Guantdnamo Bay,
and undone years of his predecessors'
actions with the stroke of his Sharpie
pen. Trump 2.0 looks and sounds a lot
like he did during his first go-around.
But this time, the president is far more

experienced and surrounded by a team
that's spent years planning for its White
House return, unleashing a fusillade of
action that is testing the bounds of
presidential power, sowing confusion
and drawing fury from Democrats
unsure how to stop him.

"He seems much more comfortable,
almost relaxed in how he's doing the
job," according to Sean Spicer, Trump's
first White House press secretary, who
said Trump is showing a new "level of
confidence," having spent four years in
office."l think he has the people, the
policies and the process down. He
knows who can get his agenda done,
who he wants to surround himself with,
the policies he wants to advance, and
the process to get that enacted," said
Spicer, who now hosts a show on
YouTube.US President Donald Trump
answers questions from reporters as he

signs an executive orders in the Oval
Office of the White House, Jan. 23,
2025, in Washington.Trump finds new
ways to flex presidential power after
returning to White House

An emboldened president

Trump no longer needs to worry about
reelection. The Constitution bars a third
term. He faces little resistance from a
unified Republican Congress, which
controls both chambers. The Supreme
Court, a third of which he nominated,
has ruled that he and future presidents
have expansive immunity from legal
consequences.But beyond that, Trump
has lived through a stunning four years,
surviving a pair of assassination
attempts, including one in which a
would-be assassin's bullet grazed his
ear. He was indicted four times, became
the first former president to be
convicted ofa crime—and.

Newly spotted asteroid

has a tiny chance of
hitting Earth in 2032

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. A newly discovered
asteroid has a tiny chance of smacking Earth in 2032,
space agency officials said Wednesday.

Scientists put the odds of a strike at slightly more than
1%.“We are not worried at all, because of this 99
percent chance it will miss,” said Paul Chodas, director
of NASA’s Center for Near Earth Object Studies. “But
it deserves attention.”First spotted last month by a
telescope in Chile, the near-Earth asteroid —
designated 2024 YR4 — is estimated to be 130 to 330
feet (40 to 100 meters) across.

Scientists are keeping close watch on the space rock,
which is currently heading away from Earth. As the
asteroid’s path around the sun becomes better
understood, Chodas and others said there’s a good
chance the risk to Earth could drop to zero.

The asteroid will gradually fade from view over the next
few months, according to NASA and the European
Space Agency. Until then, some of the world’s most
powerful telescopes will keep monitoring it to better
determine its size and path. Once out of sight, it won’t
be visible until it passes our way again in 2028.

The asteroid came closest to Earth on Christmas Day —
passing within roughly 500,000 miles (800,000
kilometers) of Earth, about twice the distance of the
moon. [t was discovered two days later.

Chodas said scientists are poring over sky surveys from
2016, when predictions show the asteroid also
ventured close.If scientists can find the space rock in
images from then, they should be able to determine
whether it will hit or miss the planet, he told The
Associated Press. “If we don’t find that detection, the
impact probability will just move slowly as we add
more observations,” he said.Earth gets clobbered by an
asteroid this size every few thousand years, according
to ESA, with the potential for severe damage. That’s
why this one now tops ESA’s asteroid risk list.

The potential impact would occur on Dec. 22, 2032. It’s
much too soon to know where it might land if it did hit
Earth.The good news, according to NASA, is that for
now, no other known large asteroids have an impact
probability above 1%.

Robert F Kennedy Jr's nomination signals new era
of anti-intellectualism in American politics

World The many controversial people

appointed to the Trump administration,
from Elon Musk to Robert F. Kennedy Jr.,
have at least one thing in common: They
dislike and distrust experts. While anti-
intellectualism and populism are nothing
new in American life, there has hardly been
an administration as seemingly committed
to these worldviews.

Take President Donald Trump’s decision to

nominate Kennedy, a well-known vaccine
skeptic, to lead the Department of Health
and Human Services. Kennedy, whose
Senate confirmation hearing is Jan. 29,
2025, epitomises the new American
political ethos of populism and anti-
intellectualism, or the idea that people hold
negative feelings toward not just scientific
research but those who produce it.Anti-
intellectual attacks on the scientific
community have been increasing, and have
become more partisan, in recent years. For
instance, Trump denigrated scientific
experts on the campaign trail and in his first
term in office. He called climate science a

“hoax” and public health officials in his
administration “idiots.”

Skepticism, false assertions
This rhetoric filtered into public discussion,

as seen in viral social media posts mocking
and attacking scientists like Dr. Anthony
Fauci, or anti-mask protesters confronting
health officials at public meetings and
elsewhere. Trump and Kennedy have cast
doubt on vaccine safety and the medical
scientific establishment. As far back as the
Republican primary debates in 2016,
Trump falsely asserted that childhood
vaccines cause autism, in defiance of
scientific consensus on the issue.

Kennedy’s long-term vaccine skepticism has

also been well documented, though he
himself denies it. More recently, he has
been presenting himself as “pro-vaccine
safety,” as one Republican senator put it, on
the eve of Kennedy’s confirmation hearing.

Kennedy has mirrored Trump’s anti-

intellectual rhetoric by referring to
government health agency culture as
“corrupt” and the agencies themselves as

“sock puppets.”If confirmed, Kennedy has
vowed to turn this anti-intellectual rhetoric
into action. He wants to replace over 600
employees in the National Institutes of
Health with his own hires. He has also
suggested cutting entire departments.
During one interview, Kennedy said, “In
some categories, there are entire
departments, like the nutrition department
at the FDA, that are — that have to
go.”Populism across political spectrum

In lockstep with this anti-intellectual

movement is a version of populism that
people like RFK Jr. and Trump both

espouse.Populism is a worldview that pits
average citizens against “the elites.” Who
the elites are varies depending on the
context, but in the contemporary political
climate in the U.S., establishment
politicians, scientists and organizations
like pharmaceutical companies or the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention are frequently portrayed as
such.For instance, right-wing populists
often portray government health agencies
as colluding with multinational
pharmaceutical companies to impose
excessive regulations, mandate medical
interventions and restrict personal
freedoms.Left-wing populists expose how
Big Pharma manipulates the health care
system, using their immense wealth and
political influence to put profits over
people, deliberately keeping lifesaving
medications overpriced and out of reach —
all of which has been said by politicians like
Bernie Sanders.The goal of a populist is to
portray these elites as the enemy of the
people and to root out the perceived
“corruption” of the elites.
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Virat Kohli requests
chilli paneer for lunch
on Ranji Trophy return

New Delhi Virat Kohli requested for chilli
paneer at lunch on Day 1 of the Ranji Trophy
clash between Delhi and Railways at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium in New Delhi. Earlier,
chilli chicken used to be Kohli’s favourite
dish when the Indian batter used to have non-
veg. But in 2018, Kohli turned vegan, given
the necessity of staying fit amidst a tight
schedule in international and domestic
cricket.Before the match against Railways,
Kohli snubbed chhole poori, according to a
Delhi and Districts Association official.
Rather, he decided to have kadhi chawal
with his teammates and the backroom staff.
Sanjay Jha, the chef, who has known Kohli
since his formative days, talked about
Kohli’s down-to-earth nature despite being a
prolific name in international cricket.“I have
been running a canteen for 25 years and I
have known Virat Kohli from his childhood.
He used to eat from our canteen. He started
his career from here, but he doesn’t have any
arrogance. Even today, he stays humble
while talking to us and the waiters just how a
normal person does,” Sanjay Jha told Sports
Today in an interview.

“Earlier, chilli chicken used to be his favourite.
Not only did he use to eat it, but he also
recommended it to his teammates. Now he

has chole bhature or kadhi chawal. Once 1
asked him if we should order something
from outside, but he refused, saying that he
wanted to have food from our canteen itself,”
Sanjay Jha said.Back in 2021, the 36-year-
old Kohli had shared his diet during an Ask
Me Anything' session on Instagram. "Lots of
vegetables, some eggs, 2 cups of Coffee,
quinoa, lots of spinach, love dosas too. But
all in controlled quantities,” Kohli wrote.

On Thursday, January 30, Kohli returned to
playing in the Ranji Trophy after over 12
years since he last played against Uttar
Pradesh in Ghaziabad back in 2012. On
Tuesday, Kohli arrived at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium and took part in running and
fielding drills before taking the field on
Thursday.

India vs England 4th T201:
Samson's weakness against raw
pace, finishing woes in focus

PUNE. Sanju Samson's technical weaknesses
against express pace along with Rinku
Singh's dip in form and fitness issues will be
a concern for India when they take on a
resurgent England in the fourth T20
International here on Friday.Having fluffed
their chances in the third T201 in Rajkot, the
penultimate game of the five-match series
gives the hosts another opportunity to seal
the series going into the final game in
Mumbai on February 2.

Suryakumar Yadav's men won the first two
games in Kolkata and Chennai.

Samson, the maverick keeper-batter from
Kerala, whose sympathetic and loyal fan
base never fails to remind everyone of the
limited chances he has got, started the T20I
season with three hundreds against
Bangladesh and South Africa prior to the
ongoing series.In the current rubber, he has
had scores of 26, 5 and 3 and it is not these
numbers that are concerning.In T20 cricket,
if one factors in risk, there would always be

lot of less profitable days at the office
considering the kind of strokes batters play
these days.But in case of Samson, what is of
concern is his palpable discomfort against
anything bowled above 145 clicks.Against
Bangladesh at home, he faced Taskin
Ahmed, Tanzim Hasan Shakib while in
South Africa Andile Simelane and Lutho
Sipamla were among the bowlers.These are
not exactly intimidating fast bowlers and he
rightfully took them to the cleaners.

These are bowlers who fire in between 130 to
140 clicks and can be hit through the line on
flat decks.However, Jofra Archer and Mark
Wood are different beasts, bowling between
145 kmph to 155 kmph and that pace is
creating problems for Samson.During all
three games, the Kerala batter couldn't even
get his bat down as deliveries would thud
into Phil Salt's gloves.The hard lengths and
steep bounce are creating a problem and even
on batting shirt-fronts, it 1s not easy to hit
through the line if one doesn't have proper
technique or doesn't regularly face this
quality of fast bowling.Samson is one of
head coach Gautam Gambhir's favourites
and it is expected that he would be persisted
with going into next year's T20 World
Cup.Buthis technical issues need.

BARCELONA. Barcelona made

Champions League: Manchester City advance
to playoff with 3-1 win over Club Brugge

New Delhi Manchester City came from
behind to beat Club Brugge 3-1 and secure
their place in the Champions League
playoffs, as big guns Real Madrid, Bayern
Munich and Paris St Germain also won to
progress, while AC Milan and Juventus will
join them despite both losing on Wednesday.

A goal-stacked night of 18 simultaneous kick-
offs in the final group matchday of the
competition’s new format, eventually ended
as the traditional format usually ended - with
all the big guns still alive.Liverpool and
Barcelona were the only teams already
guaranteed a place in the top eight and
automatic progress to the round of 16 and
they stayed first and second respectively
despite Liverpool losing 3-2 to PSV
Eindhoven and Barca drawing 2-2 with
Atalanta.Joining them are Arsenal, Inter
Milan, Atletico Madrid, Bayer Leverkusen,
Aston Villa and Lille, who produced the
performance of the night to thrash
Feyenoord 6-1.Although they eventually
progressed reasonably comfortably, it was
anything but for Man City at the Etihad. The
2023 European champions were exposed
just before halftime when Raphael Onyedika
brilliantly finished off a Brugge sweeping
move.Mateo Kovacic pulled one back for

City early in the second half but at that
stage they were still heading out of the
competition and they needed an own
goal by Joel Ordonez to get the lead
and then a third by Savinho to relax.
PSG, who were in 22nd place and in
danger of missing out at kickoff,
avoided a nervous night by racing into
a 3-0 halftime lead at Stuttgart.
Bradley Barcola opened the scoring
and a hat-trick for in-form Ousmane
Dembele completed the 4-1 win.It
was the same score for Atletico
Madrid at Salzburg. The visitors were
helped by two goals for Antoine
Griezmann. Lautaro Martinez got all
three goals for Inter Milan in their 3-0
victory over Monaco, who had Christian
Mawissa sent off after 12 minutes, but still
made the playoffs. Arsenal came from
behind to win 2-1 at Girona and rubber-
stamp their third-placed finish, while
Leverkusen also avoided the two-legged
play-offs by beating Sparta Prague 2-0 to
finish sixth.

Bayern Munich beat Slovan Bratislava

Lille began the day in 12th but ended in
seventh after thumping Feyenoord, who
contributed a remarkable three own goals to

those scored by Osame Sahraoui, Jonathan
David and Remy Cabella. Real Madrid,
seeking to extend their record 15 European
titles, secured their playoff slot with a 3-0
win over Brest courtesy of two goals from
Rodrygo and another by Jude Bellingham.

It was a second successive defeat for Brest but
their flying start to the campaign proved
enough for them to make the playoffs. Aston
Villa led Celtic 2-0 with two Morgan Rogers
goals inside the first five minutes but two for
Adam Idah made it level at halftime. Ollie

Barcelona secure second in Champions
League with Atalanta draw

sure of second place in the
Champions League on
Wednesday after being held to a
2-2 draw by plucky Atalanta,
who failed in their mission for ’
direct qualification for the last |=
16.Hansi Flick's team finished M
the new single league phase =
second on 19 points, ahead of
Arsenal and Inter Milan on goal
difference thanks to goals from
Lamine Yamal and Ronald
Araujo.Barca had the chance to
claim top spot after Liverpool !
lost at PSV Eindhoven and twice
went ahead, but were pegged back in the
67th and 79th minutes by Ederson and

Mario Pasalic.The match looked set for a

grandstand finish when Pasalic poked home
Marten de Roon's pass but the Italians' hopes

of a historic win at the Montjuic
Olympic stadium vanished when
Giorgio Scalvini was stretchered
off after falling awkwardly on his
shoulder with three minutes
remaining.Defender Scalvini, who
has missed most of this season with
a serious knee injury, left the field
moments after Atalanta made their
last substitution of the evening,
leaving Gian Piero Gasperini's
team with 10 men for the final
minutes.Barca will now face one of
Paris Saint-Germain, Benfica,
Monaco or Brest in the last 16
while Atalanta will have to brave
the play-offs after dropping out of the top
eightand finishing ninth.

Manchester City rally to avoid Champions
League exit, face Madrid or Bayern next

MANCHESTER. Pep Guardiola said
Manchester City will be ready compete with
"giants" Real Madrid or Bayern Munich in
the Champions League play-off round after
escaping an embarrassing early exit by
beating Club Brugge 3-1 on Wednesday.

The Belgian champions were on course to
send City packing before the knockout
stages for the first time since 2012 when
Raphael Onyedika fired the visitors into
the lead just before half-time.City needed
all three points after winning just two of
their opening seven matches in the
competition's new format and turned it
around just in time."We were on the verge,
45 minutes from being out. It is an
incredible lesson for me, the club that
nothing is (taken) for granted," said
Guardiola.Mateo Kovacic levelled from
the edge of the box before the unfortunate
Joel Ordonez turned in Josko Gvardiol's
cross.Substitute Savinho then drilled in the
third to ease Guardiola's nerves.But victory
may be a stay of execution for the
diminished English champions up against
the might of Madrid or Bayern next
month.Guardiola said his side had come
through a "million problems" to reach the
knockout stage.The City boss is hoing for a
refresh as the club's three new signings
Omar Marmoush, Abdukodir Khusanov and
Vitor Reis can now be registered for the next
phase, while others such as Nathan Ake and
Ruben Dias could return from injury."In two

weeks will be better than we are (now),"
added Guardiola. "Against these two giants,
one of them we are going to play, we'll see
how we arrive."Despite a first defeat in 22
games for Brugge, they also sneaked into the
next round in 24th place and will take on
Atalanta or Borussia Dortmund next.The
drama at the Etihad on a nervous night began

before the action even got underway as a
merchandise stand caught fire on the
perimeter of the stadium shortly before the
teams arrived.Brugge were not daunted by
the task that faced them and got their reward
just before half-time.The dangerous
Christos Tzolis was the creator as the
Greek's cross was swept home by
Onyedika.Guardiola responded by
introducing Savinho for Ilkay Gundogan at
the break in what proved to be an inspired
change as City posed far more attacking
threat in the second period." We were losing,
we were out and when you are out, you have
nothing to lose," added Guardiola.John

Stones headed wide a glorious chance to
equalise just seconds after the
restart.Kovacic then provided much-needed
drive from the City midfield as the Croatian
powered forward and slotted in from the
edge of the box to level on 53 minutes.But in
the nine minutes between City's first and
second goals, Brugge could have sent the
2023 champions to an early exit.Tzolis
fired too close to Ederson, drilled a shot
inches wide and was prevented another
clear sight of goal by Gvardiol's last-ditch
intervention with a hat-trick of big
chances.At the other end, it was Brugge
who did the hard work for City as
Gvardiol's low cross was turned into his
own net by Ordonez.Guardiola furiously
kicked a water box during his
celebration. The City boss' mood was not
helped when Erling Haaland wasted his
one huge chance of the evening as Simon
Mignolet saved a one-on-one and Savinho's
follow-up effort was cleared off the line by
Brandon Mechele.But Guardiola was finally
able to offer a smile of relief 13 minutes from
time when Savinho took down Stones' cross
on his chest and blasted in his first
Champions League goal.Guardiola even
embraced his counterpart Nicky Hayen
before the match finished as the two
exchanged a handshake during stoppage
time.But the City manager is under no
illusions that his side will need to be much
better if they are to have aspirations of
conquering.

Watkins, who missed a penalty,
then restored the lead and
Rogers completed his hat-trick
at the death to lift Villa into the
top eightAC Milan began the
day in sixth but goals by Martin
Baturina and Marko Pjaca
combined with an early red
card for gave Dinamo Zagreb a
2-1 that dropped the Italians
into the playoff, but still left
Zagreb missing out on joining
them by one place on goal
difference.Bayern Munich beat
Slovan Bratislava 3-1 with
goals by Thomas Mueller,
Harry Kane and Kingsley
Coman while Benfica had an impressive 2-0
win at Juventus, a result that left both teams
in the playoffs.The draw for the two-legged
next stage takes place on Friday, where,
unlike in previous years, teams from the
same country and group can meet. Those
games will be played on Feb. 11/12 and
18/19 and the eight winners will then meet
the eight top-ranked teams from the group
stage in the round of 16 - with the seeded
draw for that made on Feb. 21. The final is in
Munich on May 31.

David Warner on Steve
Smith's work ethic: He
has cricket ball
sandwiches

Former Australia opener David Warner has

lavished praise on star Australia batter Steve
Smith’s work ethic after his magnificent
hundred vs Sri Lanka in Galle. Smith scored
an unbeaten 104* on Day 1 of the first Test as
he brought up his 35th Test century.

The stand-in Australia captain left behind

legendary cricketers, namely Sunil Gavaskar,
Brian Lara, Mahela Jayawardene and Younis
Khan, as he now sits on the sixth spot in the list
of most hundreds in the longest format.
Following Smith’s remarkable ton, his former
teammate Warner was full of praise for the
batting stalwart as he shared his incredible
work ethic."He is an absolutely amazing
cricket player and he just works hard. He
literally has cricket ball sandwiches. Early in
his career, he would be the first in the nets and
the last in the nets. You just knew when Steve

-

was hitting a lot of balls, he was on. Itis not by
fluke that he is still playing," Warner was
quoted by Fox Cricket as saying.Furthermore,
Warner also spoke at length about Smith’s
ability to bat for long periods and revealed
how he left him in awe of his batting prowess
during his playing days.

Australia finish Day 1 in a commanding

position

"His tenacity to bat long periods of time and get

himself in and score runs for the team is
amazing. Being up the other end and watching
him do it with ease and have so much time,
you then go back and, 'If T hit that many balls,
would I have that much time?'. T don't think so.
But it is his natural knack and ability to do that
and churn our hundreds for fun and lots of
runs for Australia," he added.Meanwhile,
Smith was well-supported by Usman
Khawaja on Day 1 as the duo got involved in a
massive 195-run stand for the third wicket.

Ousmane Dembele hits hat-trick as PSG
reach Champions League knockouts

«The victory relieves the pressure
on PSG coach Luis Enrique and
sets the French giants up for a
two-legged knockout tie in
February in order to progress to
the last 16.

STUTTGART. Ousmane Dembele scored a

hat-trick as Paris Saint-Germain romped to a
4-1 win at Stuttgart on Wednesday and
qualified for the Champions League
knockout stages.PSG were at risk of
elimination after a disappointing group stage,
with three losses and a draw, but were utterly
dominant against an outclassed Stuttgart side
as they confirmed their place in the play-off
round.With six minutes gone, Bradley
Barcola headed PSG in front after Desire

Doue stood a cross up at the back post
following a corner.Stuttgart probed for an
equaliser but PSG hit on the counter,
Dembele tapping a Barcola pass into an
empty net.Always a threat on the counter,

Doue, Barcola and Dembele linked up again §

for PSG's third, with the latter blasting in
from the right of the goal.

Dembele thrashed in another superb effort

shortly after half-time to snuff out Stuttgart's
unlikely comeback hopes.Stuttgart pulled
one back after 77 minutes when Willian
Pacho scored an own goal, but the damage
was already done, with PSG keeping their
hopes of a first Champions League trophy
alive."There was a lot to be proud of."
Dembele told Canal Plus. "We've been doing
well for some time now, controlling matches
and winning our games."There are players
who want to win things here with PSG, who
run and fight for the shirt. That's what
produces these results."The victory relieves
the pressure on PSG coach Luis Enrique and
sets the French giants up for a two-legged
knockout tie in February in order to progress

to the last 16.PSG will face either of Ligue 1
rivals Monaco or Brest, with Dembele saying
"whatever happens in the play-off, it'll be a
battle."The loss means Stuttgart are
eliminated from the Champions League on
their return to the competition after 15
years."We saw today what the top of the
football world looks like -- I can say that
without jealousy or envy," Stuttgart coach
Sebastian Hoeness said."It was incredible
how they played."PSG's Champions League
strugglesUnbeaten and with a 10-point lead

atop the table in Ligue 1, PSG had
struggled with a tough draw in the
competition's new format.Losses to
Arsenal, Bayern Munich and Atletico
Madrid, along with a home draw against
PSV Eindhoven, had PSG facing an
unthinkable early exit in a competition
reformed to favour Europe's big guns.Both
sides knew a point would likely be enough
to reach the knockouts and with PSG
desperate to continue in Europe, they had
fended off pre-match suggestions they may
play for a draw in Germany.Any such
speculation was dispelled early when PSG
energetically pressed Stuttgart into giving up
a corner, with Barcola heading in a clever
flick on from Desire Doue.
PSG 'keeper Gianluigi Donnarumma saved
twice in quick succession from Stuttgart's
Chris Fuehrich before the visitors hit back on
the counter, Dembele tapping in an inch-
perfect pass from Barcola after 26
minutes.With new signing Khvicha
Kvaratskhelia ineligible to play until the
knockout stages.




BIOSCOPE

THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com
Friday, 31 January 2025

Sankranthiki

Sankranthi

A Kaveri.”
“Pragya Jaiswal

recently

Pragya Jaiswal’s Daaku Maharaaj

performed exceptionally well despite a

latest release, Daaku Maharaaj. The film’s release
date coincided with the actress’ birthday, making it
even more special for her. Its blockbuster performance
in terms of box-office collections despite competition The primary reason why Pragya Jaiswal said yes to the
from Game Changer and
Vasthunam also
added to Pragya’s excitement.
Brimming with joy, the actress
recently reflected on her
emotions for the film’s success.
She also addressed the age gap
between her and Nandamuri
Balakrishna with whom she
collaborated for the second time.
In a chat with Hindustan Times,
Pragya Jaiswal said, “I feel the
year started off with a bang for
me, and I couldn’t have asked for
more. Daaku Maharaaj was a
release
coincided with my birthday, and
since then, I’ve been enjoying
the love pouring in for the film,
especially for my role as

Pragya Jaiswal is riding high on the success of her

engineer-turned-daaku in the |
released film,

something she had never done before. Shedding light
on her role, she continued, “No one imagined me as a
daaku, and now people are calling me daaku maharani.
She’s so accomplished, de-glam, hair tied up...it was a

competition from Game Changer and

Sankranthiki Vasthunam.

J

ragy
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™~ On Success Of Her Film Daaku Maharaa:

‘Couldn’t Have Asked For More”

that

portrayed an

different ball game to play Kaveri. She’s so different
from anything I’ve ever done before that I was worried
when the film was released about how people would
receiveit.”

film was the ‘powerful’ role of
a pregnant woman who also
does action. Her character,
Kaveri, has to protect her
unborn child and fight for a
cause that screams the strength
of women in general, as per the
actress.

The conversation continued as
Pragya shared her views on
working with Nandamuri
Balakrishna in the film.
Calling him respectful,
collaborative and a nice
person, the actress added that
there is so much to learn from
him.

Speaking about the growing age
gap between male stars and
their female leads, Pragya
opined that casting is done
based on a role and added that
“as long as justice is done to
the story and role, 1 feel there’s

nothing to talk about." Before Daaku Maharaaj, Pragya
Jaiswal was also seen in Khel Khel Mein, co-starring
Akshay Kumar, Taapsee Pannu, Ammy Virk, Vaani
Kapoor and others.

Kiara Advani

Reaches Bengaluru, To Shoot

Toxic will revolve around a
powerful drug cartel in
Goa that pulls the strings
behind a facade of sun-
soaked heaches and
vibrant culture.

‘KGF’ fame Yash and Kiara Advani starrer
“Toxic" has already managed to create a lot
of buzz among movie buffs. Going by the
recent update regarding the much-
anticipated drama, Yash and Kiara Advani
have arrived in Bangalore to kickstart a long
and significant leg of the “Toxic" shoot.

A source close to the production house
revealed, “After completing the pivotal
schedule in Goa, Kiara Advani and Yash
have now arrived in Bangalore to begin a
long and crucial leg of shooting for Toxic.
This schedule will delve into the film’s
intense narrative, and both Yash and Kiara
are thrilled to bring this unique story to life.”

The sources further claim that the Bangalore
schedule of the drama will incorporate some
critical scenes that explore important aspects
of the storyline. Prior to this, the makers shot
a song sequence for the movie in Goa
featuring Kiara Advani and Yash. Renowned
choreographer Ganesh Acharya has helmed
the track. “Toxic" will see the return of Yash

" "Intense' Sequence For Yash's Toxic

in a dancing avatar after a very long time.
Aside from Kiara Advani and Yash, “Toxic"
will also see Lady Superstar Nayanthara,
and Darrell D’Silva in pivotal roles, along
with others. “Toxic" is expected to be set
against the backdrop of a bygone era. The
film will revolve around a powerful drug
cartel in Goa that pulls the strings behind a
facade of sun-soaked beaches and vibrant
culture.The rumour mills are of the opinion
that Nayanthara has replaced Bollywood
actress Kareena Kapoor Khan in the movie.
Made under the direction of Geetu
Mohandas, the drama is looking at a late
2025 release. As the project is still in the
shooting stage, further details regarding the
film have been kept under wraps for now. In
addition to “Toxic", Kiara Advani has also
been roped in as the leading lady in Ayan
Mukerji’s “War 2". With Hrithik Roshan, Jr
NTR in the lead, the film will see the return
of Kabir Dhaliwal (Hrithik Roshan)
combating a new threat to the nation.

Govinda's Wife Sunita Says She
Was Troubled By His Link-Up
Rumours: 'Dil Par Patthar
Rakhna Padta Hai'

Sunita Ahvuja, wife of actor Govinda,
emphasizes women's independence and shares
her journey of dedicating herself to family. She

now seeks to carve her own career path.

known for speaking her mind. In a new

chat with HT, she said that she believes
women should be independent and not depend
on their husbands or fathers. She also opened
up on her marriage and how she dedicated
herself to her family and raised her children
without helps. Sunita also spoke about the
insecurities she faced as a star wife, sharing
how it affected her over the years.

: ;unita Ahuja, wife of actor Govinda, is

Sunita shared, “I feel every woman should be

independent. They shouldn’t be dependent on
their husbands or fathers. While growing up, I
always knew I wanted to get married and settle
down. I did. I took care of my family, my
husband and kids as [ didn’t want them to grow
up with maids. But now they have grown up
and have a life of their own. | was managing
Govinda’s work but he, too, has stopped
working since two years, so now | want to do
something for myselfand carve a career path. |
feel alone so I want to be busy. Judging a
comedy show on TV is something I am looking
at. Shakal toh achi hai ! Tina is working on a
podcast with me and there are few other ideas
we are working on.”

Being a star wife wasn’t always easy for Sunita

Ahuja. She shared that she had to stay strong
because of frequent link-up rumours. She
added, “Dil par patthar rakhna padta hai kyunki
kabhi yahan link up, kabhi wahan. But often he
would be working non-stop so time hi nahi tha
affair karne ka. Ab woh (Govinda) kaam nahi
kar raha hai, toh mujhe insecurity hai kahi
affair na kar le. 60 ke baad log sathiya jaate
hain!" Govinda and Sunita Ahuja have been
married for over 30 years. They got married in
1987, keeping it private for a while because of
Govinda’s busy film career.

Noah Centineo On Reprising His
Role As Peter Kavinsky In X0,

Kitty: ‘How Could I Say No’

—
The 28-year-old actor was filming The
Recruit’s second season in South Korea
when he got the opportunity to reprise
his role in X0, Kitty.
—

-

—

T ™

oah Centineo has quickly become a
household name thanks to his diverse

roles on screen. From his iconic portrayal
of the charming lover boy Peter Kavinsky in
Netflix’s To All The Boys series to his more
recent turn as CIA lawyer Owen Hendricks in
The Recruit, the American actor has proven his
range. Before reprising his role as Owen in the
second season of the spy thriller, Noah was also
seen once again as Peter in XO, Kitty, the spin-
off from To All The Boys.

In a recent interview with Deadline, the 28-year-
old actor discussed how his shooting schedule
for the upcoming season of The Recruit
coincided with XO, Kitty’s, both of which took
place in South Korea. During the conversation,
Noah said, “(All The Boys producer and XO,
Kitty exec producer) Matt Kaplan and one of my
friends over at Netflix called me and said, Hey,
you’re going to be shooting in South Korea the
same time that we are. Would you be interested in
coming back for XO, Kitty?”"His response to this
question was positive. “And 1 said, yeah,
anything for Anna." He added, “I think Anna is
just wonderful and hard working and super
talented, just a professional, and she deserves the
world."While he took no time to say yes to the
opportunity, Noah was a bit sceptical about
reprising his role as Peter Kavinsky. The actor
mentioned, “It’s a daunting thing to go back to
Peter to open that box; you don’t want to
disappoint or let anyone down. The character is
kind of what it is. But actually, it worked out.
How could I say no?"Previously, Anna Cathcart,
who portrays the titular role in XO, Kitty, shared
her experience of working with Noah Centineo.
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