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Kumbh stampede leaves
painful lessons

The unfortunate incident of stampede at Prayagraj
Maha Kumbh is a cause of concern for the whole
nation. As per initial reports, more than a hundred
million devotees had gathered in the Sangam area
to take ‘amrit snan’ on the occasion of 'mauni
amavasya'. The thread of faith and belief of the
masses is so strong that everybody wants to take a
holy dip at the nose point on this historic moment
which has arrived after 144 years.

It is being reported that the mishap happened around
1 o'clock in the early morning hours, when some
pilgrims tried to cross the barricades demarcating
the path for the akharas to go for the traditional
'shahi snan'. It is a matter of satisfaction that
normalcy was restored immediately and the rituals
atthe Sangam are going on.

Stampede during religious congregations has
become almost a matter of routine in India. People
take it in their stride as an act of God and the
administrators also forget it after some initial
jolts.In January 2015, in a stampede at a temple in
Andhra Pradesh, six devotees died in an attempt to
get the free-visit passes; 121 people lost their lives
at Hathras in Uttar Pradesh in their quest to get a
closer glimpse of their religious guru; 115 pilgrims
were killed and 100 others injured in a stampede at
Ratangarh temple in Madhya Pradesh during
Navaratri celebrations in November 2023.

The Kumbh Mela in Uttar Pradesh witnessed a
stampede in February 2013, in which 36 devotees
lost their lives; while jostling to get free food and
clothing at a temple in Uttar Pradesh, 63 people
died due to mismanagement; in September 2008,
250 pilgrims were trampled to death at
Chamundagar temple in Rajasthan during the
Navaratri festival, 145 devotees died after a
rumour of a landslide triggered a stampede at the
Naina Devi temple in Himachal Pradesh in August
2008; 265 people died at the Mandardevi temple in
Wai town, Maharashtra, because of slippery steps
in January 2005.The list of such mishaps is
endless. The recurrence of such human tragedies at
regular intervals indicates that the system does not
learn enough lessons to prevent them from
happening in future.

Though it is not advisable to do a hasty post-mortem
of'such a human tragedy, there are some facts in the
public domain which need to be discussed for
preventing similar mishaps.Such discussions
become imperative in view of the fact that
preparations for the Maha Kumbh started years
before the event. Meticulous planning was done
under the supervision of the Chief Minister of the
state.Pre-event assessment of the crowd as well as
daily monitoring of the arrivals of the devotees
during the Maha Kumbh is of utmost importance.
The entry of the pilgrims in the Sangam area
should have been regulated keeping in view the
actual space available to accommodate them.

There should have been a mechanism in place, in
coordination with police agencies of all states, to
estimate the number of devotees likely to arrive at
the Maha Kumbh on a daily basis. Restrictions,
which were imposed on the movement of trains
and buses carrying people to Prayagraj after the
tragedy, should have been clamped much before
the crowd swelled to full capacity.It seems many
devotees did not leave the area after taking a holy
dip at the nose point and were occupying the space
for days together, resulting in congestion. This
would have been prevented by launching
awareness campaigns and circulating advisories in
advance, asking people to limit their stay at the
Sangam area and vacate the space for the others.

There should have been deployment of force to
ensure that the circulating and bathing areas were
free from unnecessary squatting.It is advisable to
plan holding areas at all entry points to contain the
crowds temporarily and release them in groups as
per the space available on the bathing ghats.
Waterways should have been planned for a quick
exit of the pilgrims from the Sangam area. The
entry and exit routes should have been separate to
avoid traffic jam.It would have been better if area-
specific days for bathing were fixed and notified to
people for the sake of their safety and security. ss

Amrita Sher-Gil (1913-1941) was very fond of
literature, poetry in particular. This fondness figured
midway between her passion for painting and interest
in music.During her early childhood in war-torn
Hungary, drawing interested her a lot. She was able to
draw figures on her own. But reading needed help.
With help from her parents, she took to reading short
pieces, lyrical poems in particular. Hungarian was
her mother tongue and appealed to her.

She read not only to pass time but also to enjoy and
refine her feelings. The poems of Endre Ady charmed
her a lot. He was a symbolist who sought to award
new meanings to social and political concerns. They
were in tune with the risks that had begun to lurk over
human life with the advent of industrial changes. She
might not have grasped the full import of such poems
then.Her interest grew into profound concern when,
as a young lass, she started to live in Paris, the centre
of modernism in Europe. It was only a matter of time
before French became her primary mode of
communication and literary expression. Charles
Baudelaire shone over the literary and artistic world
at the time. He wrote poems in the modern mode,
setting a trend in Europe. Under his influence, love
poetry turned its back on nostalgia, swooning in
union and the bliss of solitude. Their place was taken
up by cynicism, loneliness, nihilism and abandon.
Evidences of all these factors were to be seen and
encountered in every nook and corner of Paris.

Amrita did swim with the tide, but she also set her aim
high. While Picasso and Braque painted Europe, she
resolved to paint India in a modern way.India was
then ruled by the British. It was pertinent for her to be
adept in the use of the English language and also to
have sufficient knowledge of its literature. Her
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Kumbh festival, the most magnificent spectacle
India presents to the world every 12 years. Better
crowd management could have prevented the
stampede that took place in the Sangam area as
crores of pilgrims jostled to take a holy dip on the
auspicious occasion of Mauni Amavasya in the wee
hours of Wednesday. Ensuring a safe pilgrimage
was an enormous challenge from the outset, and it
is apparent that some lapses led to the pre-dawn
melee. Anticipating a huge congregation, the mela
authorities had issued an advisory on Tuesday,
urging devotees to follow safety guidelines.
However, the organisers and security personnel
were caught off guard when some pilgrims climbed
over the barricades at Akhara Marg.The Uttar ™
Pradesh Government has tried to downplay the

incident, probably with the intention of averting

panic and avoiding negative publicity, even as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi offered condolences to the

Kudos to cops for cracking Saif case

Politicians have struck a jarring note by making all sorts of inferences and insinuations

It was in 1975 (or perhaps the first half of 1976) that

first set eyes on Saif Ali Khan. He was fast asleep on
the upper berth of a coupe on a Mumbai-Ahmedabad
train. The berth was booked in the name of his father,
the Nawab of Pataudi, Mansoor Ali Khan, a former
captain of India’s cricket team.The Nawab and I had
dinner on the lower berth, which was booked in my
name. Ten years later, he came to my Chandigarh
bungalow to interview me. He recalled our train
journey and I inquired about his son.

A few years ago, I met Saif and his wife, Kareena, at

the Mahalaxmi Race Course. It was the day of the
Indian Derby. Saif and I were guests of our mutual
friend, Farouq Rattonsey, whose horses had won the
race in two successive years previously. I took
advantage of the occasion to recount to him that train
journey.Earlier this month, I found his name and
pictures splashed across newspapers and news
channels for his brush with an intruder in his 11th-
floor residence in Mumbai’s tony suburb of Bandra,
where many Bollywood actors live. Saif was
stabbed when he confronted the intruder. He had to
go to a private, well-known hospital close to his
home for medical treatment, including a surgery in
close proximity to the spine. It was a delicate
operation expertly performed by the hospital’s
competent doctors. Saif recovered in five days and
was discharged.An unnecessary controversy was
kicked up in the electronic and print media on
unrelated issues like why his wife did not
accompany him to the hospital and why he chose an
autorickshaw over an Uber or an Ola. (Answer: It
was easily available outside his residence).The
worst was yet to come. In the days following the
assault, critics of the Maharashtra Government went
to town proclaiming a total collapse of law and order.
They denigrated my city of Mumbai as the most
dangerous place to live in and its police force as the
pits as far as security of life and property was
concerned. Arnab Goswami, the doyen of sensation-
seeking newshounds, found fault with every move
the police made to nab the culprit. Obviously, he was
still smarting from the fact that the Mumbai Police
had dared to arrest him and put him behind bars for a
few days for trying to build up viewership through
sensationalism.Politicians went even further,
making all sorts of inferences and insinuations,
going to the extent of asserting that Saif was not
stabbed or injured at all, but was merely playing to
the ‘gallery’! BJP leader Nitesh Rane, recently
inducted into the Mahayuti government, tried to

great tragedy has cast a shadow on the Maha [§

introduce a communal angle into the episode. Nitesh
is a known Muslim-baiter and poor Saif is
consequently condemned in the minister’s eyes. [am
sure that the minister is aware that Saif’s mother is
Sharmila Tagore and his wife Kareena Kapoor. How
much of I[slam Saif himself has imbibed or follows is
uncertain. As far as my knowledge goes, religion has
never been a contentious issue in Bollywood.The
criticism of the police is even more disturbing.
Doubts have been expressed about the identity of the
man arrested, to the extent of asserting that he does
not resemble the person shown entering and exiting
i —_— g

through the staircase in the CCTV footage.
Obviously, the doubts have been created by
elements who want to disparage the government at
any cost, particularly on an occasion when a golden
opportunity to berate it in the public eye presents
itself, like it does when a prominent person is
attacked.evel-headed and fair-minded citizens will
pat the back of the city police’s crime busters for the
systematic and patient efforts they made to nab the
culprit despite the tremendous pressure they faced
from the onset of the investigation. It is not easy to
get rid of public and political pressures to trace
culprits quickly on such occasions. I have
experienced such pressures myself all through my
working years and hence can relate and sympathise
with the officers and men entrusted with the
job.Earlier this month, I found his name and pictures
splashed across newspapers and news channels for
his brush with an intruder in his 11th-floor residence
in Mumbai’s tony suburb of Bandra, where many
Bollywood actors live. Saif was stabbed when he
confronted the intruder. He had to go to a private,
well-known hospital close to his home for medical
treatment, including a surgery in close proximity to
the spine. It was a delicate operation expertly

devotees who lost their family members. A thorough
probe is a must to find out how the situation spun out of
control and who all were guilty of dereliction of duty.

The letters, loves and literature of Amrita Sher-Gil
Amrita had a choice of lovers and she exercised it daringly, at times, even defiantly.

letters, which escaped burning at the hands
of her parents, bear witness to the fact that
her writing skills in English grew very fast.
Her earlier letters to her admirers and
lovers show that she was labouring a lot.
Words and phrases were jumbled together.
Her later letters show how cogent she had
become in their usage. Surely, towards the
end of her short and tragic life, English
blossomed as her literary language with as
much felicity as French had figured earlier.

Regarding Punjabi and Urdu, she could
converse in these languages, probably not
so fluently. What about her study of English
literature? As compared to her grasp of
French literature, it was less in extent and
depth. She relished DH Lawrence and
Virginia Woolf. Like Lawrence, she
believed that sensuality was the root of the
creative process in a language and more so
in music and painting. In its absence, the
creative urge met with a false and facile
end.

Virginia Woolf gave her the insight to paint
from more than one perspective.The first
creative work to celebrate her artis a play in
Punjabi written by Sant Singh Sekhon. Named
Kalakar (artist), its protagonist is a male artist who
feels that Amrita Sher-Gil is destined to raise the art
scene in Punjab to the level it is enjoyed elsewhere,
particularly in Europe. Her great concerns — seeing
versus looking, sex versus sexuality, nakedness
versus nudity — figure a lot in it.Then, a Pakistani
poet of great promise penned a poem, Jamurd, on her
celebrated painting, The Three Sisters. He invokes

the memory of Amrita to take birth again and turn the
enraptured silence of the three sisters into an
eloquent experience.Slender and short, but
charming, Amrita fascinated Salman Rushdie, who
introduced the spell of magical realism in the Indo-
English fiction. In The Moor's Last Sigh, he both
inflates her being and deflates her becoming. Its
heroine, born and brought up in Europe, turns into a
painter of diverse talent. She is married and her
husband is a mismatch. Though she bears several

Maha Kumbh tragedy

Safety of devotees must be prioritiseda

performed by the hospital’s competent doctors. Saif
recovered in five days and was discharged.An
unnecessary controversy was kicked up in the
electronic and print media on unrelated issues like
why his wife did not accompany him to the hospital
and why he chose an autorickshaw over an Uber or
an Ola. (Answer: It was easily available outside his
residence).The worst was yet to come. In the days
following the assault, critics of the Maharashtra
Government went to town proclaiming a total
collapse of law and order. They denigrated my city
of Mumbai as the most dangerous place to live in and
its police force as the pits as far as security of
life and property was concerned. Arnab
Goswami, the doyen of sensation-seeking
newshounds, found fault with every move the
police made to nab the culprit. Obviously, he
was still smarting from the fact that the
Mumbai Police had dared to arrest him and put
him behind bars for a few days for trying to
build up viewership through
sensationalism.Politicians went even further,
making all sorts of inferences and insinuations,
going to the extent of asserting that Saif was
not stabbed or injured at all, but was merely
playing to the ‘gallery’! BJP leader Nitesh
Rane, recently inducted into the Mahayuti
government, tried to introduce a communal angle
into the episode. Nitesh is a known Muslim-baiter
and poor Saif is consequently condemned in the
minister’s eyes. I am sure that the minister is aware
that Saif’s mother is Sharmila Tagore and his wife
Kareena Kapoor. How much of Islam Saif himself
has imbibed or follows is uncertain. As far as my
knowledge goes, religion has never been a
contentious issue in Bollywood.he criticism of the
police is even more disturbing. Doubts have been
expressed about the identity of the man arrested, to
the extent of asserting that he does not resemble the
person shown entering and exiting through the
staircase in the CCTV footage. Obviously, the
doubts have been created by elements who want to
disparage the government at any cost, particularly
on an occasion when a golden opportunity to berate
it in the public eye presents itself, like it does when a
prominent person is attacked.Level-headed and fair-
minded citizens will pat the back of the city police’s
crime busters for the systematic and patient efforts
they made to nab the culprit despite the tremendous
pressure they faced from the onset of the
investigation.

Creating a veil of secrecy will only fuel
rumours and misinformation. The
administration did appeal to devotees to
bathe at the first ghat they reached so as to
prevent overcrowding, while emphasising
that all ghats at Sangam were equally
sacred. However, this appeal should have
been backed by proactive steps to make
pilgrims move ahead in a disciplined
way.The Sangam stampede should prompt
the mela organisers to review security
arrangements and do course correction.
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has said
that the government’s first priority is to
ensure the safety of devotees. This should
be the way forward during the remaining
four weeks of the Maha Kumbh. The
spectre of death should not be allowed to

mar a festival that proudly showcases India’s spiritual
grandeur.

children, her charm stays intact.Even
Jawaharlal Nehru gets close to Amrita
Sher-Gil. He would often voice his
affection for her.

Rushdie's definition of Amrita as a "line of
beauty" glows as a rainbow in the play,
Tumbhari Amrita, starring Shabana Azmi
and Farooq Shaikh. It was the Urdu
translation of an American play, Love
Letters, penned by AR Gurney in 1889.
It had nothing to do with Amrita's life,
except that she was also very fond of
writing and receiving letters. Her letters
hinged on the recognition of the other
along with of her own self. No wonder.
she was full of remorse when her parents
consigned most of her letters, including
several from Nehru, to the
flames. Tumhari Amrita deals with the
illusion and disillusion caused by letter-
writing, with the lovers getting close just
for a short while. With Amrita, it was
otherwise. Amrita had a choice of lovers
and she exercised it daringly, at times,
even defiantly. She had the creative urge
to realise her potential through sexual

union. There was none who charmed her for long.
Most persons with whom she cohabited failed to
understand how sex, turning into a play of senses,
invigorated her art of painting. Rather than getting
intrigued, which regrettably enough they did, it was
essential for them to grasp this factor.This was the
core of her being-cum-becoming and it is yet to be
grasped in full. The leitmotif, lost in the past, should
be elaborated, recognised and applauded.
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India will build world-class
Al model: IT minister

NEW DELHI. India will develop a world-class
foundational Al model that will compete with the
best global models, including ChatGPT and
Deepseek R1, said Minister of electronics and
information technology Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Thursday.he minister while speaking to the press
also highlighted that the government’s Al compute
facility would be “the most affordable” in the
world. The minister further stated that at least six
major developers and start-ups are expected to
build foundational models within the next 8-10
months, with an optimistic estimate of just 4-6
months.“Making modern technology accessible to
everyone, that is the economic thinking of our
PM... Ours is the most affordable compute facility,
at this point of time,” Vaishnaw said.

The minister outlined the next steps in India’s Al
blueprint, which includes the deployment of
18,693 Graphics Processing Units (GPUs) by
empanelled bidders, including companies such as
Jio Platforms, CMS Computers, Tata
Communications, E2E Networks, Yotta Data
Services, and others. Additionally, the government
plans to establish an Al safety institution, with 8
projects already approved under this initiative.

The government is also seeking proposals to develop
India’s own foundational Al models tailored to the
country’s context, languages, and culture.

These models will use datasets that are “for our
country, by our country, and for our citizens,” with
an emphasis on removing biases. As part of the
IndiaAI Mission, the government had earlier
approved an outlay of Rs 10,372 crore to
strengthen India’s Al ecosystem, with a key focus
on enabling 10,000 GPUs for AI compute
infrastructure. When asked about potential impacts
of the US’ GPU and Al chip export restrictions on
India’s AI mission, Vaishnaw reassured that India
isregarded as a trusted partner globally.

“India respects intellectual property rights and
technological considerations. That’s why we have
signed memorandums of understanding (MoUs)
on several important technologies,” the minister
stated.

Survey may address tough
economic questions

cThe much-awaited Budget session of the parliament
kicks in with the tabling of the Economic Survey
report in Parliament on Friday. The economic survey
report, an annual document prepared under the
guidance of the CEA, is a precursor to the Budget. It
gives a glimpse of the economic health of the country
in the ongoing financial year, and lays down a path
for policymakers for the next year.Even though the
finance ministry and its bureaucrats maintain that the
preparation of the Economic Survey report is an
independent process and has no bearing on the
budget presented a day later, the survey does prepare
for things to come in the budget. With the economy
going through tough times — GDP growth slowing
down, consumption and private investments failing
to take off and employment generation facing
unprecedented challenges amid the rise of Al and
automation — the Economic Survey is expected to
find answers to some of those questions.““This annual
publication (of Eco survey) is a definitive source for
understanding the Indian economy, its challenges
and likely solutions through the lenses of actual
practitioners,” says Debopam Chaudhary, chief
economist, Piramal Enterprises. He expects the
survey to lay out a plan to create fiscal space for
funding new capex; underline low or negative
economic impact from freebies and make a case for
one nation one election.Lekha Chakrabarti, an
economist and a professor at National Institute of
Public Policy and Finance (NIPFP), says the
Economic Survey will focus on “economic growth
with equity” towards a Viksit Bharat 2047.She says
the country does not have a comprehensive
document yet on the analytical framework and the
road map towards Viksit Bharat 2047, and she hopes
this Economic Survey will present that
comprehensive framework and the significant
components of our ‘graduation dreams’ towards a
developed country by 2047.

Sensex jumps 800 points: 5
reasons why stock market is
rising ahead of Budget

NEW DELHI. The stock market surged in the
afternoon session on Friday, a day before Budget
2025, with the Sensex and Nifty gaining almost 1%.

While the S&P BSE Sensex surged nearly 800 points
to reach a day's high of 77,537.12, Nifty gained
almost 300 points, both extending their gains for the
4th consecutive day.The S&P BSE Sensex was up
766.21 points to 77,526.02, while the NSE Nifty50
climbed 275.10 points to 23,524.60 as of 1:30
pm.Below are the reasons behind the market rally on
Dalal Street ahead of the Union Budget 2025
presentation:

Investor Optimism on Growth Measures

Investors are hopeful that the government will
announce policies to support economic growth.

Expectations of tax relief, higher spending on
infrastructure, and incentives for key industries have
boosted market sentiment. A strong push towards
manufacturing and job creation could further
improve the economic outlook.Strong Performance
of IT, Auto, and Consumer Stocks

Shares of IT, auto, and consumer durable companies
have been among the biggest gainers.Trivesh, COO
of Tradejini, said, "Investor optimism is driving
market sentiment, fueled by expectations of policy
measures that could support economic growth.
Historically, Budget Day has been volatile, but data
shows that Nifty has closed positively after the
Budget in 12 out of the last 18 years since 2010.
While initial reactions may be mixed, markets often
recover ifkey measures align with expectations."

Apple expanding manufacturing in India to meet
domestic demand, global export needs: Tim Cook

The company has heen
diversifying its
manufacturing from China
to India, largely due to
the ongoing frade
tensions between the U.S.
and China.

NEW DELHI. Apple CEO Tim Cook on

Friday said that the company is
expanding its manufacturing in India to
meet both domestic demand and global
export needs.During a call with
investors discussing the company's
quarterly results, Cook also expressed
his enthusiasm for the Indian market. In
2024, Apple surpassed the Rs 1 trillion

mark for iPhone exports from India,
achieving record outbound shipments of
USD 12.8 billion (Rs 1.08 trillion),
reflecting a 42% year-on-year
increase.“Yeah, if you look at the
manufacturing we do there, we do
manufacturing both for the domestic
market, and we export. And so, in -- our
business needs a certain economies of
scale for it to make sense to manufacture
in-country. And so, that really means
that we're going to be both a use for the
domestic market and an export market,”
said Cook.The company has been
diversifying its manufacturing from
China to India, largely due to the
ongoing trade tensions between the U.S.
and China. Apple now aims to source
around 25% of its total manufacturing
from India.Cook also revealed that
India set a new record for the December
quarter and that the company is
planning to open four more stores in the

modest share in India, it aims to grow its
presence in the market.

“We have great results in a number of

emerging markets. And as you know,
from past calls, I'm particularly keen on
India. India set a December quarter
record during the quarter. And we're
opening more stores there,” said Cook.

was the top-selling model in India

during the quarter. India, which is the
second-largest smartphone
market in the world and the
third-largest for PCs and
tablets, presents a significant
opportunity for Apple, given its
modest current share in these
markets.

“And we have very modest share
in these markets, and so I think
there's lots of upside there,” he
added.Apple reported a
remarkable USD 124.3 billion
in revenue for the year-end
holiday quarter, although sales
growth fell short of market
expectations as the iPhone

faces intense competition, particularly

in China. However, the company’s
shares surged more than 3% in after-
hours trading on Thursday after it
forecast higher-than-expected sales for

country. While Apple currently holds a  Additionally, Cook stated that the iPhone

Budget Session: Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman tables Economic S

NEW DELHI. Union Finance |
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on |
Friday tabled the Economic
Survey for 2024-25, offering a
glimpse into the state of the
Indian economy, a day ahead of
the Union Budget presentation.

The survey, an annual document
prepared by the Ministry of
Finance under the guidance of
the Chief Economic Advisor,
provides a snapshot of the
country’s economic health for
the current financial year and outlines
a path for policymakers in the year
ahead.With the economy facing
challenges—slowing GDP growth,
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weak consumption and private
investment, and difficulties in
employment generation amid the rise
of Al and automation—the Economic
Survey is expected to address some of

urvey 2024-25
j \

these pressing issues.While
the finance ministry and its
officials maintain that the
Economic Survey is
prepared independently and
does mnot influence the
Budget, it offers insights into
potential developments to
come.

Last year, the Economic
Survey had forecasted a
lower growth rate of 6.5-7%,
below the 7.2% projected by

the RBI. The theme of the survey was

economic resilience and had set the
tone for the policies were proposed in
the 2024 Union Budget.

SP Group to seal $3 billion refinancing

deal with glo

MUMBAI.The Shapoorji Pallonji
Group, which owns 18.6% in over
$30.5 billion worth Tata Sons, is close
to sewing up a funding deal with a
group of overseas alternative asset
managers to refinance its outstanding
debt that runs in excess of $3.2 billion.

The group has been trying to raise funds

to refinance its mounting debt for quite

some time, and was close to line up Rs

20,000 crore of funding late last year

from state-run Power Finance

Corporation (PFC) but the lender

backed out at the final stage. Before that

its attempts to raise money didn’t

materialise, forcing it to buy time from
creditors after paying interest. A large
portion of the debt was maturing last
May.As per a source in the know of the
ongoing discussions, the Shapur
Mistry-led group is in advanced stage
of talks with four alternative asset
managers -- Davidson Kempner and
Cerberus Capital, along with its
existing investors Farallon Capital Ares
Management, who are willing to
partially rollover their debt maturing
later this year.Sterling Investments, the
main holding company of the group,
holds a little over 9% in Tata Sons,

bal funds to repay debt

while other group entities own the
remaining stake in the country’s
largest conglomerate, valued at
over $165 billion, which means the
SP group’s stake is worth over
$30.5 billion. “The SP group and
these alternative asset managers are
likely to sign an agreement within
the next 40-45 days,” the source
told TNIE.

The SP group didn’t respond to calls
seeking confirmation.

t‘ The group has been looking for

fundraising since early 2024 but
without much success. Most of its
existing debt was maturing in May
2024. Since then it got an extension
from creditors by paying interest.
Most of the group’s debt is linked to the
group’s promoter entity, Sterling
Investments, which had secured $2.6
billion in 2021 from alternative
investment manager Ares Management
and the hedge fund Farallon Capital
with a tenor of 3.5 years.“The group is
looking to refinance its debt with fresh
funding from Davidson Kempner and
Cerberus Capital and partial financing
from existing creditors Farallon and
Ares who are willing to roll over a
portion of their debt maturing by May,”
the source explained.

the upcoming quarter.

Demand for hybrid cars will

remain strong in 2025’

NEW DELHI: Japanese auto major Toyota is
confident that demand for hybrid vehicles will
remain strong in India going forward owing to
its practicality and consumer acceptance.

“Two years back we introduced the strong hybrid
vehicle and the customers have accepted it.
There are still convictions that in terms of
practicality, hybrids are going to stay here. We
believe that demand for strong hybrids will
remain strong in 2025 as well,” Toyota
Kirloskar Motor & Lexus India, Deputy
Managing Director - Sales-Service-Used Car,
Tadashi Asazuma told this publication.

As per the last data available, sales of hybrid cars,
including both strong and plug-in versions,
increased by 27% from January to July 2024,
reaching 51,897 units compared to 40,811 units
during the same period last year. Toyota has
multiple hybrid vehicles in India, ranging from
Hyryder and Hycross to Camry and Vellfire.

The company said that they are operating their
Karnataka plant in three shifts (or 24 hours) to

meet demand and their expansion plan in
Karnataka and Maharashtra is on track. While
Toyota is confident about its growth prospects
in India, Asazuma said that the current concern
for them is the rupee depreciation. He added
that if they experience a rise in input cost, they
will have to pass it to end consumers.“While we
are producing in India, there are some cars
which we bring from Japan. This is where we
are facing the impact,” stated Asazuma as the
rupee experienced a consistent depreciation in
recent months.Asazuma also informed that
TKM would be coming up with a new mobility
service company for their used car division.
Toyota, at present, has three outlets for used
cars which they expect to double this year.
Toyota Kirloskar Motor Executive Vice
President & Country Head Vikram Gulati said
that the company has a multi-pathway corridor
ranging from battery electric to hydrogen, plug-
in hybrid and flex fuels to tackle the problem of
carbon emission.

Sebi bans finfluencers from using live stock
prices, tightens crackdown on illegal advisories

MUMBAI. The markets regulator Sebi,

which has been after the so-called
financial influencers or finfluencers who
are tricking the gullible public into
investing in stocks they get paid to
recommend, for long, has delivered a
major blow to them by restricting their use
of live-market data/prices in their what
they call educational content.The key
prohibitive measures include not allowing
them to use real-time stock price data and
using the names of the scripts they are
talking up/down directly or indirectly by
using code names. The regulator has
warned of strict penalties including
cancellation of their licence for rule
violations. This move is expected to end
the illegal advisory businesses that many
finfluencers operate without Sebi
registration.Sebi first restricted
associations between registered and
unregistered entities in an October 2024
circular, and the latest circular further
tightens the rules.Under the new rules,
which the Securities and Exchange Board
announced in a circular last night,
finfluencers can only use stock prices with
a three-month lag, effectively preventing

them from offering real-time trading tips
disguised as education. They are also
banned from using the name of the stock
directly or indirectly through employing a
code.“A person engaged solely in
education shall mean that such person is
not engaged in any of the two prohibited
activities. Such person should not be
using the market price data of the
preceding three months to
speak/talk/display the name of any
security including using any code name of
the security in his/her talk/speech, video,
ticker, screen share etc indicating the
future price, advice or recommendation
related to security/securities,” says the
circular, adding these “regulations have
come into force wth effect from August
29, 2024.’The following are the key
points in the latest circular:
Finfluencers/self-styled stock market
educators cannot use live stock prices -
they can use only data with a three-month
lag; registered market entities cannot
associate with finfluencers in any way that
involves monetary or non-monetary
compensation; investor education is
allowed, but educators must not give

investment advice or make performance
claims without Sebi’s approval;
finfluencers cannot use stock names,
codes, or price data from the past three
months in any form that could imply

investment advice; and any entities found
violating these rules risk
penalties/suspension/cancellation of their
Sebi licence.“It is the responsibility of the
persons regulated by Sebi to ensure that
any person associated with them or their
agent, directly or indirectly, does not
engage in any of the above-mentioned two
prohibited activities, directly or
indirectly,” the circular warned.

The mushrooming of so-called finfluencers

on a slew of social media platforms has

blurred the lines between real financial
education and investment advice on the
sly, leaving the gullible public at risk as it
has become too complicated to
distinguish credible sources from
misleading ones. However, with the
latest move, which bans access to
live data, many of these financial
crooks are likely to find it difficult to
retain subscribers and students.Sebi
norms will be violated if any entity
regulated by Sebi is indirectly
associated with an entity engaging in
the above-mentioned prohibited
activities, the circular said, adding
the restrictions will apply to
advertisements, branding and
promotional materials sourced through
third-party marketing agencies as
well."Persons regulated by the Sebi and
their agents have been advised through the
October 22, 2024 circular to terminate
their existing contracts, if any, with
persons engaged in any of the above-
mentioned two prohibited activities,
directly or indirectly, within three months
from the date of issuance of that circular,"
Sebi said.
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"Think He Passed Exams By Cheating
Congress Leader Jabs Arvind Kejriwal

Sandeep Dikshit said that being an engineer, Arvind Kejriwal is saying such "absurd" things that a
student of class 5 or 6 would not say.

.y
e

New Delhi. Taking a swipe at Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) National
Convener Arvind Kejriwal on Friday,
Congress candidate from the New
Delhi assembly constituency
Sandeep Dikshit said that being an
engineer, he is saying such absurd ]
things that a student of class 5 or 6
would not say.

As the battle for the February 5
assembly polls in Delhi intensified,
the Congress leader alleged Arvind |
Kejriwal of lying."...He (Arvind
Kejriwal) said that [ have done so
much work; I have just said that
whatever you say, say it with a record.
Today, at 3 pm, it will be clear that either
Congress or AAP is speaking the truth...
Both BJP and AAP are distributing cash to
get votes; | want to ask them if they are in
politics or the market?" the Congress leader
said."... Sometimes, I fail to understand

PM condoles deaths in
Washington plane crash: We stand
in solidarity with US

New Delhi. Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday said
he was "deeply saddened" over the loss of lives in a
midair collision between an American Airlines plane and
a US Army helicopter in Washington DC. He said India
stood in solidarity with the people of the US.All 67
people - 64 aboard the American Airlines plane - that
collided with a Black Hawk helicopter, carrying three
US Army personnel, were feared dead in what could be
the worst US aviation disaster in almost a quarter-
century."Deeply saddened by the loss of lives in the
tragic collision in Washington DC. Our heartfelt
condolences to the families of the victims. We stand in
solidarity with the people of the United States," PM
Modi tweeted and tagged US President Donald Trump in
the post.

The midair collision occurred when the American Airlines
flight (Flight 5342) coming from Wichita, Kansas, was
approaching the runway of Ronald Reagan Washington
National Airport. The flight collided with the chopper
engaged in a training exercise and both the aircraft
plunged into the Potomac River bordering the airport.

Emergency personnel found the body of the plane upside
down in three sections in the river and the wreckage of
the helicopter. The crash occurred in some of the most
tightly controlled and monitored airspace in the world,
justaround five kilometres south of the White House and
the Capitol.Officials were yet to ascertain the reason
behind the collision.Investigators from the National
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) and the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) were investigating the
circumstances that led to the tragedy.

India Tops Glohal List In
Passenger Loads On
Domestic Flights: Report

New Delhi. India's domestic flights have recorded a
passenger load factor of 86.4 per cent in 2024, to forge
ahead of the US and China which figure at the second
and third spot respectively, according to the latest
report of the International Air Transport Association
(IATA).India's fast-growing aviation sector has carried
16.3 crore passengers on domestic flights during 2024,
according to figures compiled by the country's
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

India achieved a passenger load factor of 86.4 per cent,
the highest among all domestic markets, the IATA
report states. The corresponding figure for the US was
84.1 per cent and China (83.2 per cent). Brazil with a
passenger load factor of 81.9 per cent was placed at the
4th rank followed closely by Australia (81.8 per cent)
and Japan (78 per cent).Globally both domestic and
international full-year demand reached record highs for
passenger numbers and load factors.

The international full-year traffic in 2024 increased 13.6
per cent compared to 2023, and capacity rose 12.8 per
cent.The total full-year traffic in 2024 (measured in
revenue passenger kilometers or RPKs) rose 10.4 per
cent compared to 2023.

This was 3.8 per cent above pre-pandemic (2019) levels.

Total capacity, measured in available seat kilometers
(ASK), was up 8.7 per cent in 2024.The overall load
factor reached 83.5 per cent, a record for full-year
traffic, according to the IATA report.

It also points out that December 2024 was a strong finish
to the year with overall demand rising 8.6 per cent year-
on-year, and capacity grew by 5.6 per cent.International
demand rose by 10.6 per cent and domestic demand by
5.5 per cent. The December load factor reached 84 per
cent, which is a record for the month."2024 made it
absolutely clear that people want to travel. With 10.4
per cent demand growth, travel reached record numbers
domestically and internationally. Airlines met that
strong demand with record efficiency.

"On average, 83.5 per cent of all seats on offer were filled
- anew record high, partially attributable to the supply
chain constraints that limited capacity
growth."Aviation growth reverberates across societies
and economies at all levels through jobs, market
development, trade, innovation, exploration, and much
more," said Willie Walsh, IATA's Director General.

"Looking to 2025, there is every indication that demand
for travel will continue to grow, albeit at a moderated
pace of 8.0 per cent that is more aligned with historical
averages."The desire to partake in the freedom that
flying makes possible brings some challenges into
sharp focus," he observed.

—
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what Arvind Kejriwal studied at IIT. Being
an engineer, he is saying such absurd things
that a student of class 5 or 6 would not say.
What had he done? I think he passed his
exams by cheating... I'll suggest he should
go through his engineering books--he will
come to know how much he lies," added Mr

NEW DELHI. The Delhi High Courton [

"If we had

Dikshit.

Meanwhile, Arvind Kejriwal visited the
Election Commission today and
claimed that if AAP had not protested,
one crore Delhi residents would have
been deprived of water. He alleged
bias, stating that instead of acting
against Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Saini, the ECl is targeting him.

He further said, "Whatever punishment
is given to me, [ will accept it. We have
not taken time from the Election
Commission; if we meet them, then it
is fine; otherwise, we will come to the
gate and give our answer and water

bottle to the three commissioners."

cry, one crore people of Delhi would have
stopped getting water... ECI has sent me a
notice asking why no action is taken. I saved
Delhi from a waterer crisis and | am being
threatened with punishment... Instead of

filing an FIR and taking action against
Nayab Saini, the Election Commission is
after me... Neighbouring states of election
states can influence elections by stopping
water... Money, sarees, shoes and jackets are
being openly distributed in Delhi, but the
Election Commission is silent. ECI does not

today,” he said.Sandeep Dikshit is up
against AAP's Arvind Kejriwal and BJP's
Parvesh Verma in the New Delhi
constituency for the upcoming February 5
polls.

Delhi will go for polls in a single phase on
February 5, while the counting of votes will
take place on February 8.The Congress,
which was in power for 15 consecutive
years in Delhi, has suffered setbacks in the
past few assembly elections.In contrast, the
AAP dominated the 2020 assembly
elections by winning 62 out of 70 seats,
while the BIP got only eight seats.

not protested and raised a hue and

Delhi HC sets aside Rs 2.5 crore
bail condition for Rau’s CEO

Thursday set aside the Rs 2.5 crore
financial condition imposed on
Abhishek Gupta, CEO of Rau’s TAS
Study Circle, while granting him
interim bail. The case pertains to the J
tragic deaths of three UPSC aspirants §
in the basement of the coaching
institute in Old Rajinder Nagar in July
2024.Justice Vikas Mahajan ruled in
favour of Gupta, directing the trial &
court to reconsider his bail plea purely
on its merits. The hearing on his
interim bail is scheduled for Friday
before the Rouse Avenue court.

Earlier, the trial court had granted Gupta

interim bail on September 23, 2024, but
imposed a condition requiring him to

" ; |11 deposit Rs 5 crore. These co-owners
KA S S 4 of the basement were granted regular
STUDY CIRCiE ‘FL‘ bail by the Delhi High Court on

] i January 21.
K¢

for Gupta, argued that since the
Supreme Court had stayed such
financial conditions and four co-
accused had already secured regular
bail, his client should not be subjected
to a harsher standard.The trial court
had earlier extended interim bail for
the accused while awaiting further
consideration on January 31. On
December 7, 2024, Gupta’s counsel had
informed the trial court that the
financial condition was under
challenge in the High Court.

Senior counsel Jayant Sood, appearing
1

¥
€,

deposit Rs 2.5 crore with the Red Cross.
This financial obligation was later
stayed by the High Court. Its latest
order comes after the Supreme Court
had already set aside a similar condition
requiring co-accused individuals to

Rakesh Sharma Wore Space Patch With
India Flag In 1981. Now, Comes Another

New Delhi. Group Captain

But the Sharma-Shukla

Group Captain Shukla's

Shubhanshu Shukla will become the
second Indian to travel to space, four
decades after Wing Commander
Rakesh Sharma's historic feat in
1984. Mr Shukla, a serving officer in
the Indian Air Force (IAF), will pilot
the Axiom 4 (Ax-4), a private space
mission that will launch
aboard a SpaceX Dragon
spacecraft this year from
NASA's Kennedy Space
Centerin Florida.

parallel does notend there.

selection for Ax-4 comes
through the Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO), which identified
him as a key astronaut for
India's upcoming
Gaganyaan mission. ISRO has
collaborated with NASA and Axiom
Space for this mission.As part of Ax-
4, Mr Shukla will serve as the
mission's pilot alongside three other
astronauts: Peggy Whitson, a former
NASA astronaut and mission

[

% |

Ahead of the mission, Axiom released

reached the ISS but will also be a
landmark event for Poland and
Hungary, whose astronauts will be
making their first visits to the space
station.

"I am really excited to go into
microgravity and experience space
flight on my own. The tempo for the

mission has been building up

each month. I think we are at

a stage wherein all the pieces

are kind of coming together.

I'm extremely excited to see

how this unfolds in the

coming months and for the
actual space flight as well,"

Group Captain Shukla told

Axiom Space has been

steadily expanding its private

astronaut missions to the ISS
since its first mission, Axiom

Mission | (Ax-1), in April
2022. That mission saw a four-
member private crew spend 17 days
aboard the orbiting laboratory.

Ax-2 followed in May 2023, led by
Peggy Whitson, the same commander
for Ax-4. That mission lasted eight
daysin orbit.

commander, Slawosz Uznanski-
Wisniewski from Poland, and Tibor
Kapu from Hungary.

the 'space patch' which will feature on
the astronauts' space suits. The Ax-4
patch has four ascending lines, each
representing a flag of the countries

whose astronauts are part of the
mission. The patch is divided into
three sections, symbolising three
continents working together. Seven
stars represent the seven continents.
This mission will not only mark the
first time an ISRO astronaut has

show the courage to take action against BIP %

Capital cry: Delhi mange
vikas avur virasat

NEW DELHI. A lively discussion unfolds at a tea

stall close to the Hanuman temple near
Connaught Place around noon, drawing the
attention of those within their hearing
range.Unmindful of the gathering, mononymous
Nirbhay and his friend Pramod Malhotra—both
civil service aspirants—get on with debating the
Delhi election animatedly. “Delhi na mange
daru-jharu, Delhi mange vikas aur virasat, dear
samjha karo,” observes Pramod. That elicits
chuckles from the now-attentive crowd.

Pat comes Nirbhay’s counter, a smile creasing his
face: “No, no! Modi ji ne Swachhata Abhiyan
chalaya tha jharu hath me lekar. Delhi chahe
more and more jharu.”The chuckles turn into
guffaws. So, who’s winning? They are suddenly
contrite. “Delhi will prefer commitment, not

1”7

corruption!” The New Delhi constituency has
over 1,00,382 voters, including 45,713 women.
Former chief minister Arvind Kejriwal won
thrice from here. So did one of his predecessors,
the late Sheila Dixit of Congress.

The BIP made it only once when Kirti Azad

returned victorious over three decades ago.
Kejriwal faces a stiff challenge from Pravesh
Singh Verma, son of former CM Sahib Singh
Verma, and Sandeep Dikshit, son of Sheila
Dikshit. It’s a no-holds-barred contest. The catch
is that many middle-class voters remain
undecided.Raghuvar Nirala, who runs an eatery
on Mandir Road, sums up the mood: “The voters
of our category, who constitute nearly 10.12% of
voters, are still in a dilemma. We cannot overlook
Kejriwal as he has left an impression on the
voters, but the BJP’s Verma has made the race
tough.”

EC refutes AAP claim
on raid at Mann
residence

NEW DELHI. In yet another confrontation
between the AAP and the Election Commission,
ruling party leaders, including Atishi, on
Thursday claimed that poll panel officials and the
Delhi Police raided Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann’s residence in Kapurthala
House.However, the New Delhi District Election
Office clarified that actions were taken in
response to c¢VIGIL Complaint ID 1282744
regarding alleged cash distribution at Kapurthala
House, which falls under the jurisdiction of the
New Delhi Assembly constituency.

The AAP leaders called the raid the BIP’s “yet
another politically motivated move”. They
slammed the party for misusing agencies to target
opposition leaders while ignoring blatant
violations of the Model Code of Conduct by BJP
leaders.

AAP supremo Arvind Kejriwal questioned the
“selective targeting” of opposition leaders,
highlighting that BJP leaders were distributing
cash, blankets, sarees, shoes, jackets, shawls, and
even gold chains ahead of the elections. “The
Chief Minister of Punjab resides in Delhi at
Kapurthala House, which is his official
residence. It seems that a raid is being conducted
on the Chief Minister of Punjab,” Kejriwal told
reporters ata press meet.

Mann reacted to the development on ‘X’ and wrote,
“Today, a team from the Election Commission,
along with the Delhi Police, arrived at my
residence, Kapurthala House, in Delhi to conduct
a raid. In Delhi, BJP members are openly
distributing money, yet neither the Delhi Police
nor the Election Commission seems to notice
anything. No action is being taken against
this.”He alleged that the Delhi Police and the EC
were working under the BJP’s influence to
malign the image of Punjab and its people.

"Poor Thing": Row Over Sonia Gandhi's
Remarks On President's Speech

President Murmu addressed a joint sitting of the Parliament this morning to mark the beginning of the Budget Session.

New Delhi. The Budget Session began with
a fresh controversy this morning after
Congress MP Sonia Gandhi called
President Droupadi Murmu a "poor
thing" while commenting on her address
to the Parliament. The phrase followed
Mrs Gandhi's concern that the 66-year-
old looked exhausted after her long
customary speech, with the BJP snubbing
it as a "derogatory comment".President
Murmu addressed a joint sitting of the
Parliament this morning to mark the
beginning of the Budget Session.After
her customary speech, Mrs Gandhi - a
senior politician who once served as
Congress chief - was asked reporters
asked her for her comment outside the
Parliament.“The President was getting
very tired by the end. She could hardly
speak, poor thing," Mrs Gandhi replied,
flanked by her children Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, both
MPs."Boring? No comments? Repeating

the same thing again and again?" Rahul
Gandbhi could be heard helping his mother
with her comments.The BJP attacked the
Gandhis over the "derogatory" remark on
Ms Murmu and said the Congress's feudal
mindset can't digest the fact that an
Adivasi lady had become the President of
the country."It was a derogatory
comment. Leaders like Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi should not pass such

comments, especially on the President.
Droupadi Murmu belongs to an Adivasi
family and now she is the number one
citizen of our country and that is not
accepted by the Congress's zamindaari
mindset. That's why they are opposing her
speech," said BJP MP Sukanta
Majumdar.The Congress is yet to
comment on the BJP's charges.The BJP
has accused the Congress of being feudal

several times in the past, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi even recalling
an image of Indira Gandhi from her
Gujarat visit, which showed her holding
a hanky near her nose due to foul smells.
He hinted at her being an elitist while
calling it the "fragrance of humanity".
President Murmu, during her address
carlier in the day, said the government
has worked towards lifting the economy
out of "policy paralysis" despite
challenges like the Covid-19 pandemic
and global conflicts. She also said that
the third term of the Modi government is
seeing work being done at thrice the pace
of previous regimes.The President
praised the government's efforts in the
aviation and railway sectors and said it is
working towards modernisation in the
agriculture sector and aims to make it self-
reliant.She also shared concerns over
digital fraud and cybercrime that pose
challenges to national security.
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How did so many Thai farmers end
up held hostage by Hamas

Why are there so many Thais in
Israel?

Israel once relied heavily on
Palestinian workers, but it started |
bringing in large numbers of
migrant workers after the 1987-93
Palestinian revolt known as the
first Intifada.Most came from §
Thailand, and Thais remain the
largest group of foreign
agricultural laborers in Israel
today, earning considerably more
than they can at home.Thailand
and Israel implemented a bilateral
agreement a decade ago to ease
the way for workers in the

Israel says it struck
'multiple’ Hezbollah targets
in Lebanon's Bekaa Valley

JERUSALEM. Israel's military said Friday it struck
"multiple" Hezbollah targets in Lebanon's Bekaa
Valley, two months into a fragile ceasefire with the
Lebanese group after major hostilities last year.

"The targets that were struck include a Hezbollah
terrorist site containing underground infrastructure,
used to develop and manufacture weaponry and
additional terrorist infrastructure sites on the Syrian-
Lebanese border used by Hezbollah to smuggle
weaponry into Lebanon," the military said in a
statement.It said the overnight strikes were aimed at
targets that "posed a threat" to Israel and Israeli
troops.On Thursday, the military said it intercepted a
Hezbollah "surveillance" drone approaching Israeli
territory , which it said "represents a breach of the

home, primarily on government
evacuation flights, but higher wages
have continued to attract new arrivals.
Thai ambassador to Israel Pannabha
Chandraramya said Thursday that there
are now more than 38,000 Thai workers
in the country.

What happened after they left?

Faced with a labor shortage in the wake of
the exodus after the Hamas attack,
Israel’s Agriculture Ministry
announced incentives to try and attract
foreign workers back to evacuated
areas.Among other things, it offered to
extend work visas and to pay bonuses of
about $500 a month.Thailand's Labor

Thais remain the largest
group of foreign agricultural
laborers in Israel today,
earning considerably more
than they can at home.

BANGKOK. Five Thai nationals held
hostage by Hamas since its Oct. 7, 2023,
attack on Israel were released Thursday.

They were among 31 Thais taken by the

ceasefire understandings between Israel and
Lebanon"."The (army) continues to remain
committed to the ceasefire understandings between
Israel and Lebanon, and will not permit any terrorist
activity of thiskind," it said.

The Israeli army missed a January 26 deadline to
complete its withdrawal from Lebanon. It now has
until February 18.Israel had made clear it had no
intention of meeting the deadline, charging that the
Lebanese army had not fulfilled its side of the
bargain.Under the terms of the ceasefire, the
Lebanese army is to deploy in the south as Hezbollah
pulls its forces back north of the Litani River, some
30 kilometres (20 miles) from the border.

The Iran-backed militant group is also required to
dismantle any remaining military infrastructure it
has in the south.

Find another sucker: Trump
warns BRICS nations, says

"100 per cent tariff if they
move away from US dollar’

World US President Donald Trump fired another stern
warning to the BRICS bloc, which includes India,
threatening to impose 100% tariffs if the group
attempts to replace the US dollar with an alternative
currency.In a post on his social media platform, Truth
Social, Trump wrote on Friday: "The idea that the
BRICS countries are trying to move away from the
dollar, while we stand by and watch, is OVER."

militant group, of whom 23 have already
been released. Another two have been
confirmed dead, and the status of one
remaining person is not clear.According to
Thailand’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 46
Thais have been killed during the conflict,
including the two who died in Hamas
captivity.They were among tens of
thousands of Thai workers in Israel. Here’s
alook at what they were doing there.

No happiness': Misery for Myanmar
exiles four years on from coup

SAMUT SAKHON.Four years after

Myanmar's military seized power in a
coup, the country is in the grip of a
bloody civil war that has driven many
of the country's young across the
border to Thailand.There they scrape
by doing hard jobs for little pay -- often
living in fear of being arrested and sent

repression against dissent.Resistance
has been fierce, led in large part by
young people who grew up during
Myanmar's 10-year dalliance with
democracy.

Like thousands of others, Ma Phyu chose
to flee Myanmar rather than live under

back to Myanmar.AFP met three of
them in Mahachai, a district of Samut
Sakhon in Bangkok's western suburbs
known as "Little Myanmar" for its
population of migrant workers.

They told of their experiences and hopes |

and fears for the future -- speaking @ k.

under pseudonyms for their own
safety and that of their families back in
Myanmar.

agriculture sector.Israel has come

under criticism for the conditions under
which the Thai farm laborers work. In a
2015 report, Human Rights Watch said they
often were housed in makeshift and
inadequate accommodations and “were
paid salaries significantly below the legal
minimum wage, forced to work long hours
in excess of the legal maximum, subjected

live

fish
and

Ma
full

for

work -- often being paid below
minimum wage.Ma Phyu now works
from 5:30 pm to 3:00 am in a fish
processing plant, six days a week,
regularly scolded by her supervisors
for not understanding instructions in
Thai.Her husband arrived from
Myanmar last year and the couple now

to unsafe working conditions and denied
their right to change employers.”A
watchdog group found more recently that
most were still paid below the legal
minimum wage.How many Thais work in
Israel?There were about 30,000 Thai
workers, primarily working on farms, in
Israel prior to the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas.In
the wake of the attack, some 7,000 returned

Ministry granted 3,966 Thai workers
permission to work in Israel in 2024,
keeping Israel in the top four destinations
for Thais working abroad last year.

Thai migrant workers generally come from

poorer regions of the country, especially
the northeast, and even before the bonuses
the jobs in Israel paid many times what they
could make athome.

Investigators recover
plane black boxes from
Washington air collision

WASHINGTON: Investigators on Thursday recovered
the black boxes from a passenger plane whose mid-air
collision with a military helicopter over Washington's
Potomac River killed 67 people, as rescuers pulled
victims' bodies from the freezing water.

US President Donald Trump launched a political attack

in a single-room apartment in

Mahachai."l can't stand the smell of

any more. [ feel disgusted at work
it's the same at home. Nothing

changes, I don't want to live any more,"

Phyu said."My previous life was
of happiness. If there had been no

coup, there would have been a good life

me."Lwin Lwin: 'There is no

happiness'In a shabby room in a run-

blaming diversity and inclusion policies championed
by his Democratic predecessors for causing the
incident. Trump's politicization of the tragedy came as
the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) said
it had recovered the cockpit voice recorder and flight
data recorder from the Bombardier jet operated by an
American Airlines subsidiary that smashed into an
Army Black Hawk helicopter late Wednesday.

"The recorders are at the NTSB labs for evaluation," the

agency said in a statement to AFP.According to a New
York Times report, staffing was thin in the control

the junta, and now cannot return for
fear of retribution from the authorities.
Thailand is home to the world's largest
Myanmar diaspora -- 2.3 million
registered workers, plus another 1.8
million unofficial migrants, according
to the UN migration agency
IOM.Lacking Thai language skills,
Myanmar migrants in Thailand are
forced into difficult and dirty jobs
including construction, food and farm

down building in Mahachai, Lwin
Lwin practises Japanese grammar with
five other Myanmar migrants.The 21-
year-old, who fled Myanmar without
finishing high school, hopes learning
the language will give her a way out of
a tough existence in Thailand."The
coup turned my life upside down. I
thought I would finish school, go to
university and work for the
government," she told AFP.

Ma Phyu: 'Tlost all my dreams'

"After the coup, I lost all my dreams," Ma
Phyu told AFP.Before the military
seized power, the 28-year-old was
teaching young children while
studying at university in Yangon with
the aim of qualifying as a teacher.

After the February 1, 2021 coup, which
ousted the elected civilian government
of Aung San Suu Kyi, the generals
launched a bloody campaign of violent

After initial ecstasy of freedom, released
Israeli hostages face long road to recovery

TEL AVIV. When Ilana Gritzewsky
returned to Israel after being held
captive in Gaza for 55 days in
November 2023, she had so much
adrenaline coursing through her body
she couldn’t sleep for two days.

“You don’t understand that it’s really
over," Gritzewsky recalled. "You don’t
know who you are or even what your
name is.” A ceasefire between Israel and
Hamas is underway and hostages are
being released in stages. But after the
initial jubilation of being freed, the
released captives — who have been
held for more than 15 months — are
likely to endure a trying reentry, based
on the testimony of those who were
held hostage themselves.Gritzewsky,
31, who is originally from Mexico, was
kidnapped with her boyfriend from
Kibbutz Nir Oz on Oct. 7, 2023, when
Hamas militants burst across the
border, killing around 1,200 people,
and kidnapping around 250 people, in
an attack that sparked the war in Gaza. from the motorcycle exhaust. She

Gritzewsky was released after 55 days  suffered hearingloss in one ear.
during the only previous ceasefire deal “I'm still not able to really take care of

tower at Reagan National Airport, where the airliner
was about to land when the collision occurred.

One controller, rather than the usual two, was handling
both plane and helicopter traffic, the Times quoted a
preliminary Federal Aviation Administration report as
saying.A fireball erupted in the night sky and both
aircraft tumbled into the icy Potomac, leaving rescue
crews with the grim, difficult task of searching for
bodies in the dark and cold.Over 40 bodies had been

He said, "We are going to require a commitment from
these seemingly hostile countries that they will
neither create a new BRICS currency nor back any
other currency to replace the mighty US dollar. If
they do, they will face 100% tariffs and should expect
to say goodbye to selling into the wonderful US
economy."Trump added,"They can go find another
sucker nation. There is no chance that BRICS will

myself,” she said. “I don’t think my §
brain has really grasped everything
I’ve gone through.”She’s
acknowledges she has neglected her
own recovery as she advocates
tirelessly for her boyfriend’s
release.Fifteen hostages have been
released from Gaza, in exchange for
hundreds of Palestinian prisoners
and detainees, as the current
ceasefire for the that has devastated
Gaza moves into its second full
week. More than 47,000
Palestinians have been killed in
Gaza and wide swaths of the
territory have been destroyed.
Hamas is expected to release small
groups weekly throughout the
ceasefire's initial six-week phase. There
are approximately 80 hostages left in
Gaza, almost half of whom Israel
believes to be deadThe joy of a warm
embrace, and a new reality sets inWhen
Gritzewsky was freed, she was able to
do what she had dreamed of during her
captivity: hug her mother and see her
family.

replace the US dollar in international trade—or
anywhere else. Any country that tries should say
hello to tariffs and goodbye to America!"

Trump has repeatedly voiced his opposition to de-
dollarisation, cautioning that BRICS nations should
uphold the US dollar's dominance in global trade to
avoid potential economic repercussions.

The BRICS bloc, which comprises Brazil, Russia,
India, China, South Africa, as well as Egypt,
Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran, and the United Arab
Emirates, has been discussing alternatives to the US
dollar for international trade. In particular Russia and
China, have been seeking an alternative to the US
Dollar or creating their own BRICS currency.

US Senators push to reverse auto-
renewal of work permits back to
180 days

WASHINGTON. Two influential Republican Senators

recovered as of Thursday evening, according to US
media reports.Trump politicizes crashTrump, who
took office 10 days ago, turned a press conference on
the disaster into a platform for his crusade against
diversity, equity and inclusion or DEI -- a series of
often decades-old measures meant to combat racism
and sexism across the United States.Accusing his
Democratic predecessors Joe Biden and Barack
Obama of having kept good employees out of the
aviation agency in pursuit of DEIL, he claimed: "They
actually came out with a directive: 'too white.' And we
want the people that are competent."The passenger
plane was carrying 64 people and the Black Hawk had
three aboard. The collision -- the first major crash in the
United States since 2009 when 49 people were killed
near Buffalo, New York -- occurred as American Eagle
Flight 5342 from Wichita, Kansas came in to
land.Reagan National is a major airport located a short
distance from downtown Washington, the White
House and the Pentagon.

a year ago.More than a year later,
Gritzewsky still has lingering health
issues. She hasn’t gained back all of the
weight that she lost, she’s prediabetic,
and has lingering pain issues from the
kidnapping, when her pelvis and jaw
were broken and her leg was burned

have introduced a resolution to reverse a Biden-era
rule that increased the period for renewing work
permits from 180 to 540 days.The automatic
extension of the Employment Authorisation
Document (EAD) from 180 days to 540 days was of
great help to the spouses of H-1B visa holders, a
significant number of whom were from India. The rule
finalised by the Department of Homeland Security on
January 13 applies broadly to immigrants, refugees,
green card holders, spouses of H-1B visa holders and
more.Introduced on Thursday jointly by Senators
John Kennedy and Rick Scott, the resolution seeks
disapproval under Congressional Review Act (CRA)
procedures for the Biden administration's rule that
automatically extended the renewal period for an
immigrant EAD to almost a year-and-a-half before
officials could review those permits.

The Biden administration's dangerous rule
automatically extended work permits for immigrants
to 540 days.iving immigrants more time to avoid
reporting to US officials hampers the Trump
administration's efforts to enforce our immigration
laws and keep Americans safe, said Kennedy.In a
statement, Scott alleged that the Biden-Harris
administration worked for four years straight to
dismantle America's immigration system and open
the southern border, allowing millions of illegal aliens
to come across the border unvetted and unchecked.

Then, in a last-minute move, former President Biden
passed a ridiculous rule that allows illegal aliens to
keep jobs in the United States for over a year without
authorisation.That's insane, and it undermines
President Trump's mandate and efforts to secure the
border and put Americans' interests first," Scott said.

crowds of people gathered near Britain’s
Parliament — some with Union Jacks and
cheers, others European Union flags and
tears.On Jan. 31, 2020 at 11 p.m. London
time — midnight at EU headquarters in
Brussels — the U.K. officially left the bloc
after almost five decades of membership
that had brought free movement and free
trade between Britain and 27 other
European countries.For Brexit supporters,
the U.K. was now a sovereign nation in
charge of its own destiny. For opponents, it
was anisolated and diminished country.

It was, inarguably, a divided nation that had

taken a leap into the dark. Five years on,
people and businesses are still wrestling
with the economic, social and cultural
aftershocks.“The impact has been really
quite profound,” said political scientist
Anand Menon, who heads the think-tank
U.K. in a Changing Europe. “It’s changed
our economy.“And our politics has been
changed quite fundamentally as well,” he
added. “We’ve seen a new division around
Brexit becoming part of electoral politics.”

A decision that split the nationAn island

nation with a robust sense of its historical
importance, Britain had long been an

uneasy member of the EU when it held a
referendum in June 2016 on whether to
remain or leave. Decades of
deindustrialization, followed by years of
public spending cuts and high
immigration, made fertile ground for the
argument that Brexit would let the U.K.
“take back control” of its borders, laws and
economy. Yet the result — 52% to 48% in
favor of leaving — came as a shock to
many. Neither the Conservative
government, which campaigned to stay in
the EU, nor pro-Brexit campaigners had
planned for the messy details of the split.

The referendum was followed by years of

wrangling over divorce terms between a
wounded EU and a fractious U.K. that
caused gridlock in Parliament and
ultimately defeated Prime Minister
Theresa May. She resigned in 2019 and was
replaced by Boris Johnson, who vowed to
“get Brexit done.”

It wasn’tso simple.
Ablow to the British economy
The U.K. left without agreement on its future

economic relationship with the EU, which
accounted for half the country’s trade. The
political departure was followed by 11

months of testy negotiations on divorce
terms, culminating in agreement on
Christmas Eve in 2020.The bare-bones
trade deal saw the U.K. leave the bloc’s
single market and customs union. It meant
goods could move without tariffs or quotas,
but brought new red tape, costs and delays
for trading businesses.“It has cost us
money. We are definitely slower and it’s
more expensive. But we’ve survived,” said
Lars Andersen, whose London-based
company, My Nametags, ships brightly
colored labels for kids’ clothes and school
supplies to more than 150 countries.To
keep trading with the EU, Andersen has had
to set up a base in Ireland, through which all
orders destined for EU countries must pass

Five years after Britain left the EU, full impact is still emerging

LONDON. Five years ago Friday, two

before being sent on. He says the hassle
has been worth it, but some other small
businesses he knows have stopped
trading with the EU or moved
manufacturing out of the U.K.Julianne
Ponan, founder and CEO of allergen-
free food producer Creative Nature, had
a growing export business to EU
countries that was devastated by Brexit.
Since then she has successfully turned to
markets in the Middle East and
Australia, something she says has been a
positive outcome of leaving the EU.Having
mastered the new red tape, she is now
gradually building up business with Europe
again.“But we’ve lost four years of growth
there,” she said. “And that’s the sad part.
We would be a lot further ahead in our
journey if Brexit hadn’t happened.”The
government’s Office for Budget
Responsibility forecasts that U.K. exports
and imports will both be around 15% lower
in the long run than if the U.K. had
remained in the EU, and economic
productivity 4% less than it otherwise
would have been.Brexit supporters argue
that short-term pain will be offset by
Britain’s new freedom to strike trade deals
around the world. Since Brexit. the U.K.
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SL vs AUS: Mitchell Starc goes
past Dale Steyn, joins

exclusive 700-Test club

New Delhi Australia fast bowler Mitchell
Starc surpassed South Africa pacer Dale
Steyn in the list of most international wickets.
Starc, with the wicket of Dimuth Karunaratne
on Thursday, January 30, in the 1st Test
match of the series against Sri Lanka, entered
the 700-club.

Starc became only the fourth bowler in
Australia's history to take 700 wickets in
international cricket (ODIs + Tests + T20Is).
The pacer joined Shane Warne, Glenn
McGrath, and Brett Lee in the list. Only a
handful of fast bowlers in the entire world
have been able to achieve this incredible
feat.England's James Anderson and Stuart
Broad, Pakistan's Wasim Akram and Waqar
Younis, South Africa's Shaun Pollock, New
Zealand's Tim Southee, Sri Lanka's
Chaminda Vaas, and West Indies' Courtney
Walsh are the only non-Australians in the list
of pacers to have achieved this feat.

Starc has been in sensational form in recent
times. In the recently concluded Border-
Gavaskar Trophy, the pacer picked up 18
wickets from 5 Tests, helping captain Pat
Cummins bag a sensational 4-1 win over
India in the series.Starc has spoken about his
love for Test cricket before. Back in 2022, he
had spoken about extending his red-ball
career in international cricket.

"It's certainly impossible at the moment to play
every game as a three-format player," Starc
was quoted as saying by Cricket Australia
back in 2022."Having (the IPL period) to rest
might help me keep bowling at decent speeds
foraperiod of time," he had added.

However, after making that statement, Starc did
play in the Indian Premier League 2024 to
prepare for the T20 World Cup 2024, and
signed up for the auction in 2025 as well,
where he was picked up by Delhi Capitals.
The pacer has won the T20 World Cup 2021,
ODI World Cup 2023, and the World Test
Championship 2023. Starc has also helped
Australia qualify for the WTC Final 2025 by
beating their toughest opponents—the Indian
team.The fast bowler has two ICC
tournaments lined up for him in the next six
months. He will play in the Champions
Trophy and then in the World Test
Championship Final.

Pedri extends contract
with FC Barcelona till 2030

New Delhi Barcelona midfielder Pedri
extended his contract till 2030 with the
Spanish club on Thursday, January 30. The
22-year-old player, who 1s currently one of
the mainstays for both his club and country,
put his signature on the new contract midway
through the season.

Pedri is the second big-name player who
extended his contract with Barcelona in
recent days. Earlier on January 24,
Uruguayan centre-back Ronald Araujo put
an end to ongoing transfer speculation by
s1gn1ng a six-year contract extension with La
Liga giants.The Canary Islander made his
long-awaited arrival at Barcelona nearly five
years ago, following a season on loan at Las
Palmas after signing for the club in 2019. He
returned to Barga in the summer 02020, and
from day one, it was clear he was a special
talent. At just 17 years old, he secured a spot
in midfield and has since become a key
fixture in the team at 22.While Pedri is still
young, his present form is nothing short of
exceptional. This season, he’s not only

maintained his high level of play but also
gained regular playing time, thanks to a long

injury-free period. This has helped establish
him as one of the world’s best midfielders.
The Canary Islander has become a central
figure in a team known for its fast, intense
style of play, often taking risks, knowing
he’ll deliver when the ball is at his
feet.Ensuring his future at the club has been a
top priority—for both the team and Pedri
himself. Growing up in the Canary Islands,
he was a huge fan of Bar¢a’s style, and now
he’s living his dream. And it’s a dream that
looks set to continue for at least another five
years.z had troubles with his injuries. The
midfielder was injured during Spain's
quarter-final against Germany in Euro 2024.
In that game, German midfielder Toni Kroos
lunged into Pedri, knocking out the player
with his knee. Pedri, having been struck on
his shin, fell down and was not able to
continue past the 8-minute mark.

New Delhi

The series was expected to be a high-

Premier League: FA charge Arsenal over
Myles Lewis-Skelly red card reaction

< Arsenal were charged for

failing to manage their
players, who surrounded
referee Michale Oliver after
Myles Lewis-Skelly was
controversially sent off in a
1-0 win against
Wolverhampton Wanderers
on Saturday.

New Delhi The Football Association (FA)
have charged Arsenal with failing to control
their players after they reacted angrily to
Myles Lewis-Skelly's erroneously displayed
red card against Wolves in the Premier
League on Saturday. According to the FA,
Arsenal players "surrounded" referee
Michael Oliver and acted "in an improper

[}

manner."Arsenal have until February 3 to
respond. Lewis-Skelly was sent off for what
Oliver and the VAR deemed major foul play
after a poorly timed tackle on Wolves'
defender Matt Doherty.The charge comes
just days after the FA overturned Lewis-
Skelly's three-match sentence after an appeal
from Arsenal. This is the third time this
season that a player has won an appeal
against a red card in the Premier League,
despite VAR being used as a safety net.The

Football Association (FA) have charged
Arsenal with failing to control their players
after they reacted angrily to Myles Lewis-
Skelly's erroneously displayed red card
against Wolves in the Premier League on
Saturday. According to the FA, Arsenal
players "surrounded" referee Michael Oliver
and acted "in an improper manner."Arsenal
have until February 3 to respond. Lewis-
Skelly was sent off for what Oliver and the
VAR deemed major foul play after a poorly

Ed Sheeran catches up with England Cricket
Team on opening night of his India tour

New Delhi British singer Ed Sheeran caught

up with the England Cricket Team on the
opening night of his India tour in Pune on
Thursday, January 30. Sheeran is in the

country for his “Mathematics’ tour which |
kicked-started in Pune as he mesmerised
his Indian fans with a soulful
performance.The ‘Shape of You’ singer
also invited the England Cricket Team to
his show, who were in the city for the
fourth T20I of the ongoing five-match

series against India. Ed Sheeran held a %%

special meet-up backstage with the entire
England squad and the backroom staff. He

was also presented with England captain

Jos Buttler’s jersey signed by the entire
squad. In return, the pop star gave a jersey
of the football club Ipswich Town to the
England skipper.England cricket shared
glimpses of their meet-up on their X handle,
calling it a ‘perfect’ evening for their players
and staff.A "Perfect' evening! Thank you to
@edsheeran for inviting our squad and
backroom staff to the opening night of his
India tour in Pune. After catching up
backstage, Ed and @josbuttler swapped

shirts - with Jos now the proud owner of a
signed @IpswichTown top,” wrote England
Cricket on their X account.

Indialead the S-match series by 2-1
Meanwhile, India are leading the five-match

T20I series by 2-1, ahead of the fourth T201
scheduled to be played on Friday, January 31
at Maharashtra Cricket Association
Stadium, Pune. The Men in Blue won the
first two matches of the rubber in Kolkata
and Chennai. However, England made a
remarkable comeback by winning the third

game held in Rajkot. The Three Lions batted
first and posted a score of 171/9 in 20 overs,
led by a half century from Ben Duckett (51
off 28). India wrist spinner Varun
Chakravarthy (5/24) picked up his
second five wicket haul as England
batters continued to struggle against
his variations. In reply, India’s chase
never got going as they kept on losing
wickets at regular intervals and could
only reach 145/9 in their 20 overs.As
aresult, England won the game by 26
runs and managed to register their
firstThe Three Lions batted first and
posted a score of 171/9 in 20 overs,
led by a half century from Ben
Duckett (51 off 28). India wrist
spinner Varun Chakravarthy (5/24)
picked up his second five wicket haul as
England batters continued to struggle
against his variations. In reply, India’s chase
never got going as they kept on losing
wickets at regular intervals and could only
reach 145/9 in their 20 overs.

As a result, England won the game by 26 runs

and managed to register their first

IND vs ENG 4th T201 Predicted 11: Will Rinku
Singh, Arshdeep Singh return in Pune

Team India will look to
seal the series before the final game
in Mumbai on February 2, when
they take on a resurgent England in
the fourth T20 International on
Friday. After victories in Kolkata
and Chennai, Suryakumar Yadav's
side stumbled in the third T20I in
Rajkot, handing England a chance
toclawback at2-1.

scoring contest, yet bowlers have
stolen the spotlight with
contrasting performances. With
another crucial game in Pune, India |
are likely to make key changes to
their playing XI. India assistant
coach Ryan ten Doeschate confirmed that
Rinku Singh, who missed the second and
third matches due to back spasms, is fit and
available for selection.His return could
mean Dhruv Jurel sits out, and India might
also consider an additional seam-bowling
all-rounder like Shivam Dube or

Ramandeep Singh in place of Washington
Sundar."Rinku is fit. He played the first
game, hurt himself and missed the next two.
But I would imagine Rinku comes back in as
soon as he's proper fit. He batted the other
night and I think he'll be ready to go
tomorrow," Ten Doeschate said during the
pre-match press conference.

After resting Arshdeep Singh in the
third T20I, India are likely to
bring him back for the Pune clash.
Arshdeep, who won the ICC
Men’s T20I Player of the Year,
has a knack for striking early in
the powerplay, making him a
valuable asset in India's bid to
clinch the series.England did not
train on the eve of the match, but
they could make a few alterations.
Jamie Smith, who walked off in
the third T20I with a calf issue,
might be replaced by Jacob
Bethell. The visitors could also
consider rotating their pace
attack, giving either Mark Wood

or Jofra Archer a rest in favour of Saqib

Mahmood.IND vs ENG Predicted XI

India: Abhishek Sharma, Sanju Samson (wk),

Suryakumar Yadav (captain), Tilak Varma,
Hardik Pandya, Rinku Singh, Axar Patel,
Ravi Bishnoi, Mohammed Shami, Arshdeep
Singh, Varun Chakravarthy.

timed tackle on Wolves' defender Matt
Doherty.The charge comes just days after
the FA overturned Lewis-Skelly's three-
match sentence after an appeal from
Arsenal. This is the third time this season
that a player has won an appeal against a red
card in the Premier League, despite VAR
being used as a safety net."We're always
putting a lot of emphasis on evolving, on
where football is going in the next five, 10
years, on the rules, and all that sort of thing.
But one of the most important things we can
do to evolve is create an environment that's
much better at a social level, one that's
healthier, that's nicer, in which we reward
things that are not only winning, that when
people make mistakes they have the chance
to make amends."We shouldn't be here with
this hatred, these things we see, because
they affect everyone and in the end, they take
away the joy of this sport, the reason for it -
which is to enjoy ourselves, have good
moments. We are all talking about it, but no
one seems to be moving strongly enough and
bringing people with them to get that out of
the game, because it's just unacceptable.”

Arsenal won the game 1-0, putting them six

points behind Premier League leaders
Liverpool.

Virat Kohli's doppelganger
attends his Ranji Trophy return
against Railways in Delhi

¢ Star India batter Virat Kohli’s doppelganger

was spotted attending his comeback game in
the Ranji Trophy 2024-25 amongst his several
fans at the Arun Jaitley Stadium in Delhi.
Kohli marked his comeback to India’s
premier domestic first class competition after
over 12 years as he featured in Delhi’s seventh
round match of the tournament against
Railways.As the India star returned to play in
his hometown, a massive crowd gathered
outside the stadium to get a chance to watch
the local boy play. People from all age groups
thronged to the venue with school children,
working professionals and local shop owners
all in attendance to cheer for Kohli.Among
Kohli’s several fans, one particular guy
caught everyone’s attention for his uncanny

resemblance to the batting stalwart. The fan
was seen sporting a full-fledged beard like the
former India captain and was also wearing
similar shades as Kohli. His presence outside
the venue sparked a strong reaction from other
fans who came rushing in to click
photographs with Kohli’s look-alike.

Kohli gets a rousing reception on Day 1
Earlier on Day 1 of the match, Kohli received a

warm welcome at his home ground as fans
began queuing up outside the stadium as early
as 4 am to watch their favourite star. As the
starting time of the match approached, fans
began growing in numbers with chants of
‘Kohli-Kohli” being heard all around the
venue.The massive influx of the crowd also
created a ruckus at the entry gate as constant
pushing by the fans in a bid to enter the
stadium, led to a stampede-like situation
where a few people also got injured. However,
the situation was brought under control by the
security personnel quickly.As the fans filled
the stands of the stadium, they began chanting
for Kohli at the top of their voices, who also
played around with the crowd with his fun
gestures. A fan even breached the security and
rushed to the pitch to touch Kohli’s feet before
being taken away by the ground security.
Meanwhile, after not being able to watch
Kohli bat on Day 1 after Delhi captain Ayush
Badoni won the toss and opted to bowl first.

Arshdeep's return, batting-order in focus
as India aim series win in Pune

England remained alive in the 5-
match T201 series against India
by winning the 3rd game by 26
runs in Rajkot. As the action
moves to Pune, the focus remains
on India's batting line-up.

New Delhi The team selection will be in focus

as India tries to seal the T20I series against
England in their upcoming match at the
Maharashtra Cricket Association Stadium in
Pune. Set to be played on January 30, Friday,
the 4th T20I gives Suryakumar Yadav's India
another chance to take an unassailable lead in
the series.

India had the same chance in the previous T201

match at Rajkot, but failed to seize it after the
team's batting order put up a disastrous
display. Hardik Pandya, Washington Sundar,

Sanju Samson, and even Suryakumar Yadav
failed to deliver as India failed to chase a
modest total of 172 runs at the Niranjan Shah
Stadium.In the Rajkot game, India's batting
failed on multiple levels. Sanju Samson's
struggles against pace continued as he fell to
Jofra Archer for the third time in the series.
Suryakumar Yadav's trend of low scores
continued as he got out for just 14 runs.
Hardik Pandya simply could not get going, as
he stuttered through his innings of 35 balls in
the middle overs of the game.The most fatal
blow perhaps came with the promotion of
Washington Sundar. The all-rounder faced
15 balls at a strike rate of 40, which stifled
specialist batter Dhruv Jurel, who was
slotted at No. 8 in the lineup. Jurel simply did
not have enough time to build his
innings.India will look to shake off all those
issues and return to winning ways in the 4th
T20I of the 5-match series. Pune presents
India with an opportunity to seal the series
and might see the team changing their
combination slightly to find better
balance.England, on the other hand, would

be happy with the show they putup in Rajkot.
The team will hope for the likes of Harry
Brook to do better against spin. England's
batters have struggled to read Varun
Chakravarthy for the majority of the series,
and if they are to challenge India in the
subcontinent, they need to find a way to
tackle him.

Team News: India vs England, 4th T201
Assistant coach Ryan ten Doeschate revealed

on Thursday, January 30, that Rinku Singh is
fit and available for selection. If Rinku
comes into the side, the only possible change
India can make is to leave out Dhruv Jurel

from the 4th game. Jurel has not
impressed so far, and it would make
sense for Rinku to replace the right-
hander.For England, questions remain
about young Jamie Smith's fitness after
he sustained a calf strain in Rajkot.
Given there was no press conference
from England's side on Thursday, it is
unclear if the likes of Jacob Bethell and
Smith are fit or not. England do not have
avery strong middle-order, and if Bethell
and Smith are not fit, they will be in a bit of a
bind.

Pune Pitch and Conditions
Pune is expected to be a very good batting

track. But that could have been said about
Rajkot as well. The matches in this series so
far have seen slightly two-paced pitches, and
one might expect that trend to continue in the
4th T20T as well.The weather in Pune is
expected to be on the cooler side.

Predicted Playing Xis
If everyone is fit, it would be ideal for England

notto change their line-up.
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Looks Stunning In Chic Casuals As She
Gets Papped At Aanad L Ra I's Office

gg.,! "

riti Sanon has recently announced her next film Tere Ishk

Mein with Dhanush. The romantic drama will be directed by

Aanand L Rai and today the actress was spotted at his office.
She looked stunning in casuals as the video of her went viral on
social media.In the video, shared by Instant Bollywood, we can
see Kriti coming out of the car and greeting paps. She opted for a
long denim skirt paired with a black tee. She looked gorgeous in
minimal makeup. Kriti greets paps with a smile and also waves at
them. Fans dropped heart and fire emojis in the comment section.

On Tuesday, the makers of the film released a teaser of Tere Ishq
Mein showcasing Kriti in an enigmatic avatar, perfectly
embodying the depth, intensity, and complexities of her
character. The hauntingly beautiful score promises an
unforgettable musical odyssey. Soon after Kriti was confirmed
as the female lead, several fans reacted to the teaser and
expressed excitement to watch their favourite actress on screen
with Dhanush. “The roles Kriti is talking up recently are simply
awesome, I’11 be there for this film FDFS," one of the fans wrote.
“Her chemistry with Dhanush looks interesting, waiting for this
movie," added another.Produced by Aanand L Rai, Himanshu
Sharma, produced by Bhushan Kumar and Krishan Kumar, this
film promises to take audiences on a rollercoaster of emotions,
with a monumental soundtrack by the legendary A.R. Rahman
and poetic lyrics by Irshad Kamil. Previously, Rai revealed that
Tere Ishk Mein shares thematic roots with his 2013 masterpiece,
Raanjhanaa. “It is from the world of Raanjhanaa, but... it’s an
expansion rather than an extension. It enhances the emotional
depth with a new narrative," he explained.

The film, written by Himanshu Sharma and Neeraj Yadav,
promises to retain the passionate love and intensity that defined
Raanjhanaa while exploring a fresh storyline. Rai has described
the project as a deeply personal exploration of love and tragedy,
reflecting his own evolution as a filmmaker. Tere Ishk Mein, which
faced delays due to Dhanush’s prior commitments, is set to begin
production in October 2024, with a theatrical release targeted for

Ameesha Patel

On Box Office Records: ‘Every
Film Can’t Be A Blockbuster’

Ameesha Patel made her Bollywood debut opposite Hrithik
Roshan in Kaho Naa Pyaar Hai.

meesha Patel, who made her debut
with Kaho Naa Pyaar Hai, has
shared her two cents on the
superstar debate. The actress said that
Ranbir Kapoor, Hrithik Roshan, and
Kartik Aaryan are the “last of
superstars”. Speaking to India Today,
Ameesha said, “After Salman Khan,
Shah Rukh Khan and Aamir Khan, Ranbir,
Hrithik, and Kartik are definitely carrying
the legacy forward, that’s it. I feel that’s
where it might end. They’re the ones truly
delivering, and it’s scary to think about what
will happen to Bollywood after
them." Ameesha Patel went on to add, “When a
Shah Rukh Khan, Sunny Deol, Ajay Devgn,
) Salman Khan, Ranbir, or Hrithik release a film,
there’s this expectation that it has to match up
to their previous blockbusters. But realistically, it’s
impossible for every film to be a colossal hit. Success like
thatis rare. Every film can not be a blockbuster."
Talking about the current generation of actors, Ameesha
Patel said, “I think Kartik is fabulous. Ayushmann
Khurrana has done some outstanding work, and
Rajkummar Rao has broken the mould to become
almost like a mainstream hero. Shraddha Kapoor is

also doing some great work."

She added, “Ayushmann has taken bold steps—whether it be
playing a bald man or dressing as a woman—and made them
work. Similarly, Kartik has proven his ability to deliver hits
consistently. Hats off to both of them for taking risks and
making them count.

Ameesha Patel made a powerful comeback with Gadar 2
opposite Sunny Deol. The film broke records and set new
standards at the box office.

¢
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Akshay Gets 'Best Gift' From Priyadarshan
As Filmmaker Offers Hera Pheri 3 To Him,
Suniel Shetty, Paresh Rawal

2000, has cemented its place as one of India’s

most beloved comedy series. With
unforgettable characters, hilarious dialogues, and
timeless humor, the films continue to hold a special
place in fans’ hearts. Starring Akshay Kumar,
Suniel Shetty, and Paresh Rawal, the first two
installments became cult classics, and now,
excitement is brewing over Hera Pheri 3.The latest
buzz? Filmmaker Priyadarshan, who directed the
first Hera Pheri, recently fueled speculation about
his return to the franchise. The revelation came in a
lighthearted exchange on social media, following
Akshay Kumar’s birthday wishes to the director.

On Priyadarshan’s birthday, Akshay Kumar took to
social media to share a candid moment from the sets
of their upcoming film. With his signature humor,
he wrote about celebrating amidst ‘real ghosts and
unpaid extras,” while also expressing gratitude for
the director’s mentorship.

Priyadarshan’s response, however, stole the spotlight.
Playfully acknowledging Akshay’s message, he
teased, “In return, [ would like to give you a gift —
I’'m willing to do Hera Pheri 3. Are you ready
@akshaykumar, @SunielVShetty, and
@SirPareshRawal?"

Akshay’s excitement was palpable as he replied,
“Sir!!! Your birthday, but I got the best gift of my
life. Chalo karte hain phir thodi hera pheri!"In a
recent interview with Pinkvilla, Akshay reaffirmed
his enthusiasm for the third installment. He shared
that, much like the fans, he is eagerly awaiting the
film’s return and hinted that production could
commence this year if all goes as planned.
Reflecting on the franchise’s legacy, he admitted
that when they first made Hera Pheri, they never
anticipated its enduring impact.

“Even after watching it, we found it funny, but we had
no idea characters like Babu Bhaiya, Raju, and
Shyam would become such legends."Beyond Hera
Pheri, Priyadarshan and Akshay Kumar have

! I \he Hera Pheri franchise, which kicked off in

created several cult favorites, including Bhool
Bhulaiyaa (2007), Bhagam Bhag (2006), and
Khatta Meetha (2010).

Karan Veer Mehra, Chum Darang

Pout In New Photos With Shilpa
Shlrodkar From Thelr House Party

aran Veer Mehra and Chum Darang recently

had a blast when they reunited with their

Bigg Boss 18 friends Shilpa Shirodkar and
Digvijay Singh Rathee. While several pictures and
videos from their bash are already going viral on
social media, Shilpa has now shared new photos
from their intimate celebration.On Thursday,
Shilpa Shirodkar took to her Instagram handle and
shared a series of pictures in which she was seen
posing with Chum, Karan Veer and Digvijay. In one
of the clicks, Digvijay was seen taking a selfie as
Chum and Karan made a pout. Another photo
featured the Bigg Boss stars posing for the camera,
flaunting their smiles.

In the caption of her post, Shilpa joked, “Jahan chaar
yaar mil jayein toh kya hua hoga Therefore,
Digvijay rushed to the comments section and
replied, “Aish hoti hai!"

Earlier today, Karan Veer Mehra also took to his
Instagram handle and shared a picture with Shilpa,
Chum and Digvijay from their house party. In the
caption of his post, he penned down a note on
friendship and love and wrote, “Kisi k haat ki
tagqdeer hai dost, Humre pass jo tasveer hai dost,
Nazar aaye toh ussay dur rehna, Mohobat ek udta
teer hai dost."Bigg Boss 18 concluded on January
19. While Karan Veer Mehra emerged as the show’s
winner, Chum was also one of the finalists. Other
finalists on the show were Vivian Dsena, Rajat
Dalal, Avinash Mishra and Eisha Singh.

After the Bigg Boss 18 finale, News18 Showsha
exclusively asked Chum if she had a romantic bond
with Karan Veer Mehra. “This friendship will go
on. Hum logo ne sirf ghar ke andar ke liye
friendship nahi banaya hai, definitely. The
friendship will continue outside the house also,"
she said.
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