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DeepSeek’s rise signals
end of Al monopoly

In a remarkable turn of events, DeepSeek, a
Chinese-developed artificial intelligence
application, has rapidly ascended to the top of
global tech discussions, shaking up the Al industry
and posing unprecedented challenges to
established giants.Its popularity has directly
impacted the stock prices of major US tech
companies, including Microsoft, Meta, Nvidia and
Alphabet. Collectively, these companies have
experienced a loss exceeding $1 trillion in market
value. Nvidia saw its shares drop by 17.5 per cent,
resulting in a $600-billion decline in market
capitalisation.The President of the US, Donald
Trump, described DeepSeek's advancements as a
"wake-up call", underscoring the need for the US
to be competitive in Al development. Industry
leaders, including Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella
and OpenAl CEO Sam Altman, acknowledged
DeepSeek's achievements, with Altman calling the
model "super impressive."So, what is this
DeepSeek? DeepSeek is an advanced artificial
intelligence project developed in China. It is based
on the large language model (LLM) that leverages
deep learning and transformer-based architecture
to generate human-like text, perform reasoning
tasks and enhance Al-driven applications. It has
challenged the dominance of western AI models,
such as OpenAl's GPT-4 and Google's Gemini.

DeepSeek was founded by Liang Wenfeng in May
2023 as a spin-off from High-Flyer Al, a hedge
fund managing agent which is designed to
leverage Al algorithms for trading financial
instruments. The company remained largely
unnoticed until it released a paper introducing an
innovative load balancer for connecting elements
within its mixture of experts (MoE) foundation
model.

Later, during the holiday season, DeepSeek-Al
unveiled the architectural details of its DeepSeek-
V3 foundation model. It features 671 billion
parameters — of which only 37 billion are active
per generated token— and was trained on a dataset
of 14.8 trillion tokens. On January 21, 2025,
DeepSeek launched DeepSeek-R1, featuring two
additional reinforcement learning stages and two
supervised fine-tuning stages to improve
reasoning.Large Language Models are massive
transformer-based neural networks designed for
solving the next-word prediction problem. The
breakthrough for these models came in 2017,
when the introduction of transformer architecture
revolutionised text generation. These models are
typically enormous, requiring substantial
computational resources — often necessitating
hundreds of thousands of graphics processing
units (GPUs) — to undergo multiple training
cycles, using vast amounts of text data sourced
from across the internet. Through this iterative
learning process, LLMs refine their ability to
predict and generate text with increasing accuracy.

As Al research progressed, a race emerged among
leading tech companies to develop ever-larger
models, training them on increasingly extensive
datasets to achieve superior performance. This
race fostered the belief that AI supremacy
depended on access to powerful computational
infrastructure and larger models. Consequently, a
market monopoly began to form, where only the
wealthiest organisations with access to cutting-
edge hardware could dominate Al advancements
with their larger proprietary models.

However, DeepSeek has disrupted this narrative
with its innovative model. Unlike conventional
approaches that prioritise sheer computational
scale, DeepSeek-R1 leverages optimised
methodologies that enable high performance
without the need for excessive hardware
resources. For example, DeepSeek-V3 is trained
on a cluster of 2048 Nvidia H800 GPUs, which
achieves nearly the same or better accuracy as that
of the traditional one.This presents a formidable
challenge to the existing Al monopoly,
demonstrating that groundbreaking Al
development is possible outside the constraints of
infrastructure supremacy. Unlike traditional Al
infrastructures that require immense power

As for the ruling party, it is defending

For once, AAP on the defensive in Delhi

The BJP’s strategy has been marked by a personal attack on ex-CM Kejriwal

The Delhi Assembly elections

continue to pivot around Arvind
Kejriwal and the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), thanks to its two full terms
(and a little more) in power since
2013. Although Atishi is currently
the Chief Minister, leading the House
with an overwhelming majority of
AAP legislators, she has made it
abundantly clear that she only sits
there in the interregnum, and it is
Kejriwal who holds the reins of
power. To further buttress Kejriwal’s
pre-eminence, the electoral promises
made this time are being referred to
as “Kejriwal ki guarantee”.

its record of governance — what it
calls the ‘Delhi model’ centred
around vastly improved government
schools and mohalla clinics, topped
up with dollops of free electricity and
water supply for those at the bottom
of the economic pyramid. The
broader canvas of pro-poor governance is somewhat
invisible to the more affluent citizenry of Delhi,
portrayed popularly as “dilwaali dilli”, happy and
feisty in its spirit.So, how is AAP defending its long
tenure in power — and countering the general
setting in of anti-incumbency and the corruption
charges that landed then CM Kejriwal and his
deputy Manisha Sisodia in jail? Has the BJP been
able to launch a counter-offensive sharp enough to
dislodge the incumbents? And finally, what role
does the Congress play in this frayed pitch where it
must oppose AAP in Delhi, but is ideologically
committed to not let the BJP come to power? The
dilemma for the Congress deepens further as it is the
leader of the INDIA bloc, whereas its alliance
partners Mamata Banerjee, Hemant Soren and
Akhilesh Yadav are open in their support for
Kejriwal. The current AAP is dramatically different
from what it was in 2013, when it was a new party
emerging from a people’s movement against
corruption, appropriately named ‘India Against
Corruption’. The target of the attack then was the
Congress, led by Manmohan Singh at the Centre and
Sheila Dikshit in the state. The allocation of the
telecom spectrum, the coal scam, then CAG Vinod
Rai’s report, the mismanagement of the
Commonwealth Games and finally the Nirbhaya

India faces an acute shortfall of doctors both in
terms of quantity as well as quality; the
situation is even worse when it comes to
specialists. A major stumbling block has
been domicile-based reservation under the
state quota in postgraduate (PG) medical
courses; it has brazenly undermined the
primacy of merit. Righting a grave wrong,
the Supreme Court has ruled that such !
reservation is unconstitutional. Allowing it [
would infringe upon the fundamental rights
of many students, the court has rightly said.
Indeed, giving aspirants a raw deal because
they belong to a different state runs counter
to Article 14 (equality before the law) of the
Constitution. This equality is guaranteed to

consumption, DeepSeek's model significantly
reduces energy demands and carbon emissions.
This environmentally conscious optimisation
presents a sustainable alternative, reinforcing
DeepSeek's role in advancing Al while minimising
its ecological footprint.

every Indian citizen across the length and

breadth of the country. Now, the playing field has been
levelled for medical graduates who opt for
specialisation to boost their career prospects.The

tragedy created a popular storm against the
Congress. Having grabbed power from the Congress
in the national capital, Kejriwal became the face of
its pro-poor governance. AAP developed national
ambitions and even challenged the BJP. The party’s
runaway success in Punjab was its crowning
glory.By 2024, however, it had become a far more
weakened AAP, with the BJP leading an assault on
the party, levying corruption charges in the ‘liquor
scam’; the excise policy did not see the light of day
but is presumed to have accorded partisan benefits to
AAP. Even more scandalous were the social media
revelations of Kejriwal’s ‘Sheesh Mahal’ — the
CM'’s official residence that he got renovated at a
considerable cost to the exchequer. The CAG audit
putthe costat Rs 33 crore, while BJP leaders claimed
that it was above Rs 70 crore. Social media
circulated photographs of this palatial bungalow,
bringing considerable disrepute to him and his
party.The now-forgotten case of his own Rajya
Sabha MP and trusted party colleague Swati
Maliwal entering Kejriwal’s residence and levying
charges of misconduct by his personal assistant did
further damage. Kejriwal was quick to make a
turnaround — he resigned from the CM’s post soon
after his release from jail and vacated the bungalow.
Since then, he has returned to the people’s court and
his party cadres. The resignation also reduced the

Merit vs domicile

SC levels the field in PG medical courses

bottom line is that merit cannot be compromised at the
PG level, even as residence-based reservation can be
permissible to an extent in undergraduate or MBBS
courses. India’s ailing healthcare system cannot afford

B Britain’s lone wolf crisis exposes a counter-terrorism failure

likelihood of Kejriwal’s
confrontation with the Lieutenant
Governor (L-G), since it is now a
milder and younger Atishi dealing
with the L-G.

The BJP’s offensive has largely been a
personal attack on Kejriwal — over
corruption charges and for
pretending to be an “aam aadmi”
whereas he lived the life of royalty.
The BJP also believes that there is a
definite anti-incumbency against
Kejriwal, especially as the party had a
steady base of over 38 per cent vote
back even in 2020, when it won only
eight seats. Besides, nearly 17 seats
were won or lost by very narrow
margins at the time, despite an AAP
wave. Given the BJP’s extraordinary
performance in Delhi in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, the party and its
cadres have been in a buoyant mood
— although the party has lost some of
its sheen among poorvanchalis and

the upper castes with unbecoming comments from

Shehzad Poonawalla.

Launching Parvesh Verma to confine Kejriwal to his

own seat has been key to the BJP’s strategy. Its offer
of Rs 2,500 to women — Rs 400 more than what
AAP currently gives to them — is another
significant element. For the woman voter, it is not
justabout which party gives more money; rather, it is
about whom she trusts more.

Kejriwal’s government has given women free bus

passes and posted women marshals for security.
Besides, women consider good schools an
investment in their children’s future, a rare
opportunity for social mobility for the underclass in
the city. The “Kejriwal guarantee” now talks about
jobs for the youth.Lastly, the Congress seems weak
on many counts — it is not seen as the party that can
dislodge AAP. Rahul Gandhi has not been personal
in his attack on Kejriwal. Many of its leaders such as
Arvinder Singh Lovely or the poorvanchali Mahabal
Mishra have made their home in other political
parties. A sombre Sandeep Dikshit has been
criticising AAP, but is largely seen as the third
candidate in the New Delhi constituency. Yet, it’s a
city that elects different parties for the Centre and the
state and will have to contend with pitched battles in
atleast 17 of the 70 seats.

to be crippled by the presence of below-par
specialists. According to the Health Dynamics of
India 2022-23 report, which was released by the
Union Health Ministry in September last year, the
problem is severe in rural areas, where there is nearly
80 per cent shortage of specialist doctors at
community health centres. No wonder countless
patients rush to multi-speciality hospitals in nearby or
even distant cities, thereby putting these overstretched
institutions under greater strain. The widespread
reluctance of some medical professionals to serve in
the hinterland is another issue that needs to be urgently
addressed.

Competent specialists can make all the difference when

it comes to giving timely and effective medical
treatment. They are needed in every part of the
country, not just in their hometown. The apex court
has shown the way by doing away with the parochial
and flawed consideration of residence for PG

admissions.

Misinformation through 27 million social media posts generated an impression that Axel's parents were Muslim migrants waiting to regularise their papers.

After the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks, the then Union
Home Minister P Chidambaram outlined a new
national counter-terrorism strategy in his Intelligence
Bureau Centenary Lecture on December 23, 2009, by
proposing a centralised model. That was the creation
of a National Counter-Terrorism Centre (NCTC) as
its pivot to "prevent, contain and respond" to
terrorism as well as "to perform functions relating to
intelligence, investigation and operations."However,
this rigid structure of the Centre taking over the states'
responsibility prescribed under Schedule 7 of the
Constitution was not accepted. At present, counter-
terrorism is handled by the state police and the
National Investigating Agency (NIA), which was
created in 2008 with the help of Central intelligence
agencies and Central and subsidiary intelligence
coordinating bodies. Simultancously, wherever
necessary, the states also started "de-radicalisation”
efforts to wean vulnerable sections of society away
from extremism. This flexible pattern is working
well.

On the other side of the spectrum is Britain's rigid,
statutes-based counter-terrorism policy named
"CONTEST" (Counter-Terroism Strategy) started on
July 18, 2003, wherein, besides the police, local
authorities like education, social services, charities
and health services participate. CONTEST has four
strands of "P": Prevent, Pursue, Protect and Prepare.
According to a deposition at the House of Commons
in 2013, CONTEST was to be only for five years, but
itwas extended from time to time.

While 'Prevent' is done to spot persons inclined towards
terrorism with the help of educational and voluntary
bodies, 'Pursue' is done through intelligence and law
and order agencies. 'Protect' is also done through

government agencies and 'Prepare' is implemented
by the government with the help of official and
voluntary agencies.

Of all these, 'Prevent' is the most difficult task, with
risks of infringing on several laws, including privacy.
'Channel' and 'Prevent Multi-Agency Panel (PMAP)'
guidance are a part of the 'Prevent' programme.

Sections 36 to 41 of the Counter-Terrorism and
Security Act 2015 cast a duty on local authorities and
partners of local panels to provide support for people

vulnerable to being drawn into any form of

terrorism.However, in 2016, David Anderson, UK's
Independent Reviewer of Terrorism Legislation, told
a Home Affairs Parliamentary Committee that a lack
of confidence in the 'Channel' programme among
British Muslims was "undeniable".

Also, the "Do it yourself" or "Lone Wolf" terrorism
inspired by the Islamic State changed the entire
gamut of the problem. Had 'Channel' been effective,
British citizens, including 140 women and 50 minors,
would not have been able to go abroad to join the
dreaded Islamic State, as reported in 2018 by the
International Centre for the Study of Radicalisation
ofthe King's College, London.

It was in this context that Britain's Prime Minister Keir

Starmer announced on January 21 a promise to
undertake the Sisyphean task of framing new laws to
get into the minds of "lone wolves" with a history of
"extreme individualised violence." This was just
before 17-year-old British national Axel
Rudakubana, born of parents from Rwanda, was
sentenced on January 23 to 52 years in prison for
stabbing to death three young girls on July 29,
2024 and injuring 11 others, eight of whom were
children, in what is called "2024 South Port
stabbing".Axel, described by the media as a "shy
son of evangelical Christians", had a background
of being obsessed with violence and, hence, was
referred four times in three years to undergo the
'Prevent' programme, but each time he was
"judged below the threshold to act."Starmer said
that his government would act faster to change the
law to include "loners, misfits, young men in their
bedroom" so that genocide aficionados like
Rudakubana could be brought within the ambit of
preventive law.Several factors, including
bureaucratic hold-up in releasing the identity of Axel,
led to a serious situation, including communal riots.
The BBC said on January 22 that "senior police
officers became frustrated that the Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS) was advising them to
withhold many details they felt should be made
public, due to false claims online." As a result,
misinformation through 27 million social media
posts generated an impression that Axel's parents
were Muslim migrants waiting to regularise their
papers.It also said that the police wanted to announce
these charges and "reveal the discovery of the ricin
and manual 11 days earlier, on 18 October 2024 but

there was a hold-up as the CPS and the police
negotiated over what could be said publicly." It was
found that Rudakubana had stored ricin (a highly
potent toxin produced in the seeds of the castor oil
plant, Ricinus communis) and studied a file entitled
"Military Studies in the Jihad against the Tyrants, the
al-Qaeda training manual".As a result, a mob
suddenly attacked the Southport Mosque on July 30,
2024 and set fire to a police car. Nearly 39 police
officers were injured, 27 hospitalised, some with
serious injuries. The perpetrators were allegedly
members of the legally extinct 'English Defence
League', a far-right organisation. Riots had spread to
other cities, too.he Prime Minister's announcement
has not been received favourably by counter-
terrorism experts. Neil Basu, former counter-
terrorism chief of the London Metropolitan Police,
while speaking to Radio 4's 'Today' programme, said
that the new move "would be a mistake" to make, a
"bad legislation" in haste "in response to shocking
incidents", as it would result in "unintended
consequences." He also felt that this would increase
the burden on the police officers, who are already
constrained through several legal and departmental
checks.Rudakubana's case flies in the face of what
William Shawcross, independent reviewer on the
'Prevent' programme, had said in his report for 2023
addressed to the British Parliament, updated till
February 20, 2024. While he praised 'Prevent', he
added that the programme "is overly focused on
issues such as mental health and social isolation as
drivers of radicalisation." Rudakubana has disproved
it.The moral of the story is clear: Give the police, who
are ultimately responsible for counter-terrorism
action.
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Busy Bee Airways to reach
out to Go First lenders

NEW DELHI. Busy Bee Airways on Friday
informed the insolvency appellate tribunal
NCLAT that it will try to reach out to the lenders of
Go First. Travel portal EaseMyTrip’s co-founder
Nishant Pitti is the majority shareholder in Busy
Bee Airways.

Busy Bee had earlier challenged the liquidation of
the grounded carrier. During the insolvency
resolution process, Busy Bee Airways, along with
SpiceJet chief Ajay Singh, and Sharjah-based
aviation entity Sky One had made bids for Go
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First. It also told the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) that it is ready to
acquire Go First as a going concern as it still has
valuable assets and a license from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) to
operate.Meanwhile, counsel appearing from the
liquidator of Go First has agreed to file the minutes
of the 37th meeting of the Committee of Creditors
(CoC) of Go First before the National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT), along with the
additional affidavit.The appellate tribunal was
hearing two petitions filed by Busy Bee Airways
and Bhartiya Kamgar Sena Mumbai, challenging
the order of the Delhi bench of the NCLT, which,
on January 20, ordered the liquidation of the low-
cost carrier.

Budget 2025: New Income
Tax Bill To Be Introduced In
Parliament Next Week

New Delhi. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced the government will introduce a new
Income Tax Bill next week. The new Income Tax
Code would be announced next week, with the I-T
Department to "trust first, scrutinize later", said
Sitharaman while presenting Budget 2025-26.FM
also announced that there will be no income tax
payable for incomes up to Rs 12 lakh. However this
limit will be Rs 12.75 lakh for salaried tax payers, due
to standard deduction.

"This is reflective of our Government’s trust on the
middle-class tax payers. | am now happy to announce
that there will be no income tax payable upto income
of Rs 12 lakh (i.e. average income of Rs 1 lakh per
month other than special rate income such as capital
gains) under the new regime. This limit will be Rs
12.75 lakh for salaried tax payers, due to standard
deduction of Rs 75,000," FM added.In the new tax
regime, the revised tax rate structure is Rs 0-4 lakh
(zero tax), Rs 4-8 lakh (5 per cent), Rs 8-12 lakh (10
per cent), Rs 12-16 lakh (15 per cent), Rs 16-20 lakh
(20 per cent), Rs 20-24 lakh (25 per cent), and above
Rs 24 lakh (30 per cent).The Finance Minister has
announced a 100% increase in the FDI limit for the
insurance sector, applicable to those who invest the
entire premium. The government introduced faceless
assessment, faster tax returns, and five 'Vivad Se
Vishwas' schemes earlier.

Sensex, Nifty Surge Over |
Per Cent Ahead Of Union
Budget 2025

NEW DELHI. Domestic benchmark indices saw a
bull rally early on Saturday, ahead of the much-
anticipated Union Budget 2025-26, while
continuing their rise for another trading session this
week. At9.36 a.m., the Sensex was trading almost
1.17 per cent or 898 points up at 77,657.84 while
the Nifty was up 305 points or 1.30 per cent up at
23,557.05.Sun Pharma, Airtel, Bharat Electronics
and NTPC were among major gainers on the Nifty,
while losers were ONGC, Hero Motocorp, BPCL
and Nestle. According to Prashant Khemka, fund
manager at Fort Capital, a lot of heavy lifting is
expected by the RBI during the Budget session.

This year's Union Budget is expected to maintain the
government's focus on promoting economic
growth while ensuring equity. The government is
expected to prioritise improving the quality of life
in rural areas to ensure equitable and inclusive
development.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is also
expected to continue with the government’s policy
of stepping up investments in big ticket
infrastructure projects to spur growth and create
more jobs in the economy in the Budget for 2025-
26.In early trade, broader indices outperformed
with Nifty Smallcap 250 rising 0.5 per cent and
Nifty Midcap 100 rising 0.3 per cent. The foreign
institutional investors (FIIs) remained net sellers on
January 31, as they sold equities worth Rs 1,188.99
crore, while domestic institutional investors (DIIs)
purchased equities worth Rs 2,232.22 crore on the
same day.

The Economic Survey 2024-25, which was tabled in
Parliament by Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, pegs India’s GDP growth at 6.3-6.8 per
cent for 2025-26.According to the survey, the Modi

NEW DELHI. Union Finance

Centre Expands Aadhaar Authentication To
Boost Good Governance, Ease Of Living

The amendment enables both
government and non-government
entities to avail Aadhaar
authentication service for providing
various services in the public interest
for related specific purposes like
enablement of innovation, spread of
knowledge, promoting ease of living
of residents and enabling better
access to services for them.

NEW DELHLI. In a bid to help improve

transparency and inclusivity in the
decision-making process, the Centre on
Friday expanded Aadhaar
authentication to government and
private entities for providing various
services in the public interest boosting
innovation, knowledge and public

service enhancement. The IT Ministry
notified the Aadhaar Authentication for
Good Governance (Social Welfare,
Innovation, Knowledge) Amendment
Rules, 2025 under the Aadhaar
(Targeted Delivery of
Financial and Other Subsidies,
Benefits and Services) Act,
2016.

According to the ministry, the
amendment seeks to enhance
the scope and utility of
Aadhaar authentication to
further promote good
governance, social welfare,
innovation, and knowledge
dissemination allowing the
usage of Aadhaar for

commerce, travel, tourism, hospitality
and health sector etc. being provided by
entities other than government entities
also.

improving service delivery and, Theamendment enablesboth government

thereby, enhancing ease of living for
residents and enabling better access to
various services for them.The
amendment would help people
seamlessly avail the services of e-

and non-government entities to avail
Aadhaar authentication service for
providing various services in the public
interest for related specific purposes
like enablement of innovation, spread of

knowledge, promoting ease of living of
residents and enabling better access to
services for them.

“This will help both the service providers

as well as the service seekers to
have trusted transactions,”
according to the MeitY.Any entity
secking Aadhaar authentication
will be required to apply with the
details of intended requirements to
the concerned ministry or
department of the Central or the
State government in a format being
made available on a portal for this
purpose.

“The applications will be examined
by UIDAI and MeitY will issue the
approval based on the

recommendation of UIDAI. The

concerned ministry or department of the

Central or State Government will notify

the entity for Aadhaar usage after

receiving confirmation from MeitY,”
the ministry informed.

'Toy-ing' With Budge’r Sitharaman Gives

Push To PM Modl

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, |
presenting the eight consecutive

Budget of the NDA government,
shared the blueprint of a “Viksit
Bharat’ and made key
announcements, centering
primarily on four key segments -
women, youth, farmers and the
poor. The Finance Minister
announced implementation of
schemes to facilitate and scale up
toy manufacturing, thus giving an
impetus to the 'Make in India'
campaign. She also announced the
setting up of a toy manufacturing
ecosystem and clusters for creating
skilled labour. Moreover, PM Narendra
Modi encouraged Indians especially

start-ups to be "vocal for local toys",
citing the nation's rich heritage and
traditions that could drive innovations
in the global toy industry. FM
Sitharaman highlighted that this is the
budget to meet the aspirations of the
GYAN (Garib, Yuva, Annadata and
Nari shakti) the poor, farmers, women

s Clurlon Call

and the youth. Underlining the
government’s focus on empowering
the marginalised, she announced a
new scheme for 5 lakh women, SCs,
STs, where first-time entrepreneurs
will be given loans up to Rs 2
crore.She announced social security
for 1 crore gig workers and also
informed that ID cards would be
issued to gig workers to avail
government services. For the
agriculture sector, she announced
measures, aimed at benefitting 1.75
crore farmers in the country“Motivated
by the success of the Aspirational
Districts Programme, the Centre in
collaboration with state governments,
will launch the Prime Minister Krishi
Yojana to enhance.

-

India to develop 100 GW of nuclear energy hy

NEW DELHI. The government will

develop at least 100 GW of nuclear
energy by 2047 for energy transition,
said Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday.Sitharaman,
while presenting the Budget 2025, also
mentioned that these nuclear power
plants will be established in partnership
with private players.

“Development of at least 100 GW of

nuclear energy by 2047 is essential for
our energy transition efforts. For an
active partnership with the private
sector towards this goal, amendments

In addition,

to the Atomic Energy Act and the Civil
Liability for Nuclear Damage Act will
be taken up,” said the finance minister.

the Finance Minister
revealed plans for a Nuclear Energy
Mission, focusing on the research and
development of Small Modular
Reactors (SMRs). The mission will be
allocated a budget of Rs 20,000 crore,
with the goal of having at least five
indigenously developed SMRs
operational by 2033.Currently, nuclear
energy production in India is largely
controlled by government-run entities.

2047 for energy transition: FM Nirmala Sitharaman

India aims to achieve net zero
emissions by 2070. As of November 30,
2024, the country had successfully
established an installed electricity
generation capacity of 213,701
megawatts from non-fossil fuel
sources, accounting for 46.8 per cent of
total capacity.

India aims to achieve 50 per cent non-
fossil fuel generation capacity by 2030,
with significant advances in nuclear,
hydro, and renewable energy sources.

The Minister also announced plans to
incentivize electricity distribution
reforms and the augmentation of intra-
state transmission capacity by states.
This, she said, would improve the
financial health and capacity of
electricity companies.Additionally, she
confirmed that states would be allowed
additional borrowing of 0.5 per cent of
GSDP, contingent upon the
implementation of these reforms.“We
will incentivize electricity distribution
reforms and augmentation of intra-state
transmission capacity by states. This
will improve financial health and
capacity of electricity companies.
Additional borrowing of 0.5 per cent of
GSDP will be allowed to states,
contingent on these reforms,” said
Sithraman.

Budget decoded | How
Rs 12 lakh can turn tax

free; new tax slabs

NEW DELHI: Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in her Budget speech did announce
the much-expected overhaul in personal income
tax income rules. Not only did she increase the
income cap for no tax from Rs 7 lakh to 12 lakh,
she has also changed the income tax slabs under
the New Tax regime.Under the new tax regime,
there is no tax till Rs 4 lakh and from Rs 4 lakh to
Rs 8 lakh there will be 5% slab and from Rs 8 lakh
to Rs 12 lakh, slab rate will be 10%.From Rs
12,00,001 to Rs 16 lakh, there will be 15% tax
slab and from R 16,00,001 to Rs 20 lakh, there
will be 20 tax slab.

From Rs 20,00,001 to Rs 24 lakh, tax slab will be
25%. For those who are earning above Rs 24 lakh,
tax slab will be 30%.So, anyone whose annual
taxable income is more than Rs 12 lakh, in fact Rs

12.75 lakh, will be taxed as per the new tax slab.

A tax payer in the new regime with an income of Rs
12 lakh will get a benefit of Rs 80,000 in tax
(which is 100% of tax payable as per existing
rates).A person having income of Rs 18 lakh will
get a benefit of Rs 70,000 in tax (30% of tax
payable as per existing rates).

Aperson with an income of Rs 25 lakh gets a benefit
of Rs 1,10,000 (25% of his tax payable as per
existing rates).

No changes were announced in the old tax regime,
where the basic exemption limit remains at Rs 2.5
lakh.Amit Maheshwari, Tax Partner, AKM
Global, a tax and consulting firm, says:
"Taxpayers all across have been benefited to a
greater extent with changes in slab and rebates.
Notable point, no announcement is made in old
tax regime."Meanwhile, the FM also announced
that the New direct tax bill will be introduced in
the budget session of parliament.

"The new income-tax bill will carry forward the
same spirit of "Nyaya"," said the FM adding that
the new bill will be clear and direct in text with
close to half of the present law, in terms of both
chapters and words.It will be simple to
understand for taxpayers and tax administration,
leading to tax certainty and reduced litigation.

Sugar production is expected to be 49
lakh tonnes less than the previous year

Moreover, the
sugar recovery
rate is also
lower than last

year

NEW DELHI. As the sugarcane crushing

season nears its end, the prospect of sugar
production remains bleak. Both total
sugar production and the sugar recovery
rate have been lower than last year.
Experts attribute this to changing climatic
conditions in sugarcane-producing
regions, which have severely impacted
production.The national sugar production
is now estimated to reach only 270 lakh
tonnes by the end of the year, a decrease of
49 lakh tonnes compared to last year's
final sugar production of 319 lakh tonnes.

than the 9.70 percent recovery rate at this

time last year.

According to the latest sugarcane crushing
progress report, a total of 494 factories
across the country have participated in the
crushing season, 23 fewer than the 517

factories that operated last
year. As of now, 1855 lakh
tonnes (LT) of sugarcane
have been crushed, which is
76 LT less than the 1931
lakh tonnes crushed by this
time last year.As a result,
165 LT of new sugar has
been produced nationwide
by January 31, 22 lakh
tonnes less than the 187 lakh
tonnes produced by the
same date last year.

This year's 2024-25 sugar
season started late due to
both political and climatic
reasons. Due to election and
polling dates,
government delayed the start of

the Maharashtra state

3.0 government will continue its emphasis on

Moreover, the sugar recovery rate is also

and the Diwali festival.

the

sugarcane crushing season until after “After the drought-like conditions earlier,

only fully kicked off after mid-November,
following the retreat of the monsoon rains

“This year’s season is facing unusual
circumstances due to the changing
weather cycle,” said Harshvardhan Patil,

President of the National Federation of
Cooperative Sugar Factories (NFCSF).

Karnataka. As a result, the growth of
sugarcane has slowed, and its sugar
content has decreased. This is expected to
cause the crushing season in these areas to
end earlier than anticipated,” Patil added.

Consequently, there are signs of a reduction
in the initially expected sugar
production by the end of the
season.State-wise production
data shows that Uttar Pradesh
has produced 93 LT, down from
98 LT last year. Maharashtra has
produced 86 LT so far, 1 LT less
than last year. Karnataka has
produced 41 LT, which is 5 LT
lower than last year, while other
states have contributed 50 LT,
which is either higher or the
same as last year.

However, the government has
allowed the export of 10 LT of
sugar and increased the price of
ethanol, which is expected to
have a favorable impact on the sugar
industry.

“It will help factories settle their

micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs)
and good rabi crop production to accelerate growth
and employment in the economy.

lower than last year. The average sugar
recovery at the national level stands at
8.91 percent, which is 0.79 percent lower

November 15. The season in Karnataka
and Gujarat also began later than usual. In
the northern states, the crushing season

excessive rain followed, and in some
areas, the standing sugarcane has
flowered in parts of Maharashtra and

outstanding bills with sugarcane growers
and ensure that other ancillary expenses
can be paid on time,” said Patil.
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'We Are Amazed": Supreme Court As Man
Facing Case Flees India Despite Passport

New Delhi. In a unique case,
the Supreme Court has
ordered an inquiry and
arrest of a man who faces
contempt proceedings but
fled to the US despite his
passport lying in court -
custody. A bench of

Justices Sudhanshu Dhulia :
and Prashant Kumar k¥
Mishra asked additional
solicitor general K M
Nataraj to assist the court
and apprise how the man
was permitted to leave this
country without a
passport."We are amazed
as to how can the alleged
contemnor/respondent leave for the USA
or for that matter for any country without a
passport, as his passport is in the custody
of this court. Be that as it may, now today
we have no option but to issue non-
bailable warrant against the alleged

contemnor," said the bench and issued non
bailable warrant against him.

The man is locked in a custody battle with
his former wife over their child.The top
court directed the home ministry to take
every possible step under the law to arrest
the respondent and bring him to

justice.The order came after senior
advocate Vikas Singh, appearing for
the contemnor, informed he had left
for the foreign country."In this
regard we request K M Nataraj,
ASG to assist this court. Nataraj
shall apprise this court as to how the
respondent was permitted to leave
this country without a passport and
leave of this court. With the
assistance of Home Ministry, Govt
of India, he may also enquire and
apprise this court as to who assisted
the respondent in escaping from the
country and who are the officials
and other persons involved in this,"
the bench said and posted the
hearing on February 19.

The bench on January 29 made it clear that

any business transaction, including any
deal relating to his property in India,
during the contempt proceedings or later
would be subject to the order of the top
court.The top court was hearing a

The wife, on the other hand,

contempt plea filed by the wife against her
estranged husband.They married on
February 8, 2006, and moved to the US
and have a 10-year-old child. However,
owing to a marital discord, the man

obtained a divorce decree on September 12,

2017 from a court in Michigan, US.
initiated

New Delhi.A

Dense fog blunkets Delhi,
over 100 flights delayed
due to reduced visibility

'dense' fog blanketed the national
capital on Saturday, hitting flight operations due to
low visibility recorded at the Delhi airport, with at
least 140 flights being delayed.The visibility
recorded at the Indira Gandhi International (IGI)
airport was 50 metres at 8 am, while the visibility
at the Hindon commercial airport dropped to zero
on Saturday morning. At least 125 flights
departing from IGI airport were delayed with an
average delay time of half an hour, while seven
flights were cancelled at 8 am, according to flight
tracking website, Flightradar 24.

multiple proceedings against the estranged Additionally, 21 flights arriving at Delhi were

husband in India.A settlement was arrived
at between the parties before the top court
on October 21, 2019 with one of the
grounds being that the man should give the
child's custody to his estranged wife.As he
failed to do it, contempt proceedings were
initiated on a plea moved by the woman.

Following the September 26, 2022 and

November 10, 2022 orders, the man was
asked to appear in court and he virtually
appeared on December 13, 2022.0n
January 17, 2024, the court asked him to
remain present in all proceedings but he
did not appear on January 22 and 29, when
the hearings took place.

Cruiser car carrying 12 plunges
into canal in Haryana due to
dense fog, 10 missing

NEWDELHI. Ten people were missing after a cruiser car,

carrying 12 passengers, plunged into the Bhakra canal
amid dense fog in Haryana’s Fatehabad on Friday night.
The rescue operations continued late into the night, with
officials managing to save a 10-year-old boy and
recovering the body of a 55-year-old man.The
passengers were returning after taking part in a program
in Punjab. Around 10 pm, while crossing a bridge near
Sardarewala village, the driver reportedly lost control
due to poor visibility due to the thick fog. As a result, the

vehicle veered off the bridge and fell into the canal.

The driver of the vehicle, identified as Jarnail Singh,
jumped out of the vehicle just before it plunged into the
water, escaping unhurt.

However, 12 other passengers were still inside the vehicle
when it fell into the canal. Rescue teams managed to save
10-year-old Armaan, while the body of Balbir Singh, 55,
was recovered from the canal After getting the
information about the accident, local residents, along
with police, rushed to the site to assist in the rescue
efforts. Divers and rescue personnel continued their
search throughout the night.

Indian Railways Releases
'SwaRail SuperApp' For
Testing. See Details

New Delhi. The Railway Ministry has released an
application called SuperApp, a one-stop solution
offering multiple public-facing services, on Google
Play Store for testing on Friday, an official said.

"Only 1,000 users can download it. We will assess the
response and feedback. After that, it will be made
available for 10,000 downloads for further
suggestions and comments," a Board official said.He
added that the app provides easy access to services like
reserved and unreserved ticket bookings, platform and

parcel bookings, train inquiries, PNR inquiries, help
through RailMadad and more.

"The core emphasis of the app is to enhance user
experience through a seamless and clean user
interface. It not only combines all services in one place
but also integrates several services to provide users
with a complete package of Indian Railway services,"
Dilip Kumar, Executive Director of Information and
Publicity at the Railway Board, said.He added, "The
Centre for Railway Information Systems (CRIS), on
behalf of the Ministry of Railways, has released the
SuperApp to the public for beta testing on 31-01-2025.
Users can download the app from the Play Store/App
Store, as shared by CRIS."

36 life-saving medicines fully exempted
from custom duty: Finance Minister

NEW DELHLI. In a significant move to
alleviate the financial burden on
patients, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced in the Union
Budget 2025-26 that 36 life-saving
medicines will be fully
exempted from customs
duty. This initiative is part of
a broader strategy aimed at
reducing the cost of
essential healthcare
treatments, particularly for
cancer patients, who have
long advocated for more
affordable options.

The announcement, made on
February 1, 2025, includes a
proposed 5% concessional
duty on these medicines,
along with a complete
exemption from customs duties for
their manufacturing.

This is expected to make critical
medications more accessible to
millions of patients across India.In

February 2024, the government customs duties.

slashed GST (Goods and Services The medical sector has been vocal about
Tax) from three major cancer drugs: the need for reduced costs in cancer
Trastuzumab Deruxtecan, treatment,and this latest budget aligns
Osimertinib and Durvalumab. Health ~ with those demands, providing much-
needed relief to families facing
the high expenses associated

with cancer care.
Sitharaman emphasised that this
decision reflects the
J government's commitment to

The exemption is particularly
crucial given the rising number
of cancer cases in India. With
many patients requiring long-
experts have been saying that this improving health outcomes.
move should extend to targeted The finance minister also announced
therapy drugs as well as advanced provisions to set up cancer care
cancer treatment equipment like  centers in all districts of India during

J improving healthcare

affordability and accessibility.

r ' term treatment, reducing the

financial strain is vital for

radiotherapy machines and robotics,  her presentation of the Union Budget
most of which have around 37% in  for2025-26.

Over 900 cases of Model Code of Conduct
violations registered ahead of Delhi Assembly polls

NEW DELHI. Ahead of the February 5
assembly polls, more than 900 cases of

alleged violations of the Model Code of Delhi Police has recorded 916 cases of

including the smuggling of arms, liquor
and drugs.

The police have also seized 99,285
litres of liquor and arrested 1,194
people, 166.993 kg of drugs worth over

alleged MCC violations and ‘754 crore with more than 1,200

Conduct (MCC) have been reglstered
an official said on g _
Friday. The cases were
lodged between
January 7, when the
MCC came into force,
and January 30.A total !
of 29,172 people have
been arrested during
this period under
various legal provisions,
including those under
the Excise Act,
according to a |
statement. Ahead of the |
much-awaited polls,
the police have
intensified vigilance at border
checkpoints and conducted
crackdowns on illegal activities,

banned injections and arrested
162 people so far.

The law enforcement agencies
have also seized Rs 10.10 crore
in cash and 37.39 kg of silver,
the statement
added.Meanwhile, the police
has seized "3.05 lakh during
vehicle checking in
Southwest’s Dasrathpuri area,
an official said on Friday. The
cash was recovered from the
storage compartment of a
scooter during the routine
checks on Thursday.Polling for
the 70-member Delhi

Assembly will be held on February 5,

with the votes set to be counted on

February 8.

- ;_ E

confiscated 426 illegal firearms and
487 cartridges with 439 people arrested
under the Arms Act, the statement said.

delayed, and seven flights were cancelled, as per
Flightradar 24.The Delhi Airport issued a
passenger advisory at 8 am, stating that flights

which don't have the mechanism to land or take off
inlow visibility conditions might be affected.

An 'orange' alert was issued in Delhi on Saturday by

the India Meterological Department (IMD) due to
'dense' fog at most places and 'very dense' fog at
isolated places.The IMD forecasted a minimum
temperature of 10 degrees Celsius and a maximum
temperature of 26 degrees Celsius for
Saturday.The weather department has predicted
dense to moderate fog for Saturday and Sunday,
while it has forecasted 'rain' and 'thunderstorms'
for February 3 and February 4 respectively in
Delhi-NCR.The minimum temperature is
expected to be around 11 degrees Celsius for the
following week, while the maximum is set to
hover around 23 degrees Celsius.The national
capital has witnessed a warm January so far with
the month's maximum temperature touching 21.1
degrees Celsius, a notch higher than the long-
standing average of 20.1 degrees
Celsius.Meanwhile, the air quality recorded from
Delhi's Okhla weather station at 7 am stood at 354,
which falls under the 'very poor' category.

Truck carrying gas cylinders catches
fire in UP, triggers multiple explosions

New Delhi. A massive fire erupted in a truck

carrying gas cylinders at Bhopura Chowk on
Delhi-Wazirabad Road in Ghaziabad, leading to a
series of explosions. No casualties or injuries have
been reported.Chief Fire Officer Rahul Kumar
said fire brigade personnel were at the scene but
initially could not reach the truck as the cylinders
continued to explode. “The sound of the blasts can
be heard for several kilometres,” he was quoted as
saying by news agency AN

Speaking with news agency ANI, Councillor Om
Pal Bhatti said that the fire started at around 3.30
am. "No casualties have been reported. Police and
fire fighting teams came on time and are working

to control the fire," he said.
Meanwhile, a local resident claimed the fire began

later, at around 4.30 am. "Many cylinders
exploded. A nearby wooden godown has been
affected, and a house also caught fire," he was
cited by ANI on its official X handle.

Another resident described further carnage. "The

nearby hotel has been damaged, the mirrors have
broken. There is a lot of panic among the public,"
he said.Footage from the area shows explosions
occurring, with videos capturing the sounds from a
distance of two to three kilometres.

Wildlife photographer Yogesh Bhatia captures
untamed passion of snow leopards in dpiti Valley

New Delhi. This month a viral video of
two snow leopards frolicking in

Ladakh’s Zanskar valley won over the
internet. Captioned the ‘Fleeting Dance
of Wild Joy’, it showed these elusive

cats playfully chasing each other at

lightning speed amidst the snow-clad
mountains. If a digital screen can

mesmerise viewers, witnessing them

live is pure adrenaline.Delhi-based
wildlife photographer Yogesh Bhatia,
felt it when he captured a snow leopard
last month in Spiti Valley. Braving -15
degrees, he embarked on a gruelling 10-
day expedition at an altitude of 18,000
feet to capture their untamed passion.

“I had to stay at a spot for eight hours in
the harsh cold to finally click it. It has
been the most challenging chase of my
lifetime. But the thrill is what I live for,”
he says, adding, “The snow leopard was
on another side of the mountain, and
there was a deep gorge and valley

between us and him. I was able to &
capture his various movements as [ was
far fromit.”

Bhatia was up there with a 10-member
group. They stayed at a base camp in ##
Kaza, a remote town in the Western §
Himalayas, when a professional
mountain trekker informed them about
the wild cat’s presence. Bhatia also |
managed to capture the rare Himalayan §
blue sheep and red fox. TMS speaks to

mental stimulation, he takes
photography workshops and stays
up-to-date with new camera models
and equipment. “While 1 teach
students about camera angles,
settings, and how to survive the wild,
in return, I also learn a lot from them
as they are equipped with new-age
tools,” he says.

The fruit of patience

Bhatia’s lens immortalises nature’s

the photographer on the tips and tricks
that have got him brilliant captures of
deadly carnivores like lions, cheetahs
and tigers to vulnerable bird species like
the great Indian hornbill.

An active lifestyle

Bhatia’s childhood visits to the Delhi Zoo
and a fascination for animals got him
interested in wildlife photography. But
he actively took it up after retiring from
his business. “By 60 when I retired and
all my children were settled, it gave me

free time to dive into my passion. Age is
just a number, in fact, travelling to
capture wildlife gives me a kick,” he
tells TMS on how he backpacks to over
20 plus trips in a year.Enduring harsh

temperatures, rugged terrain, and
uncertain situations in jungles requires
mental grit and peak health. Bhatia stays
fit as a fiddle with an active lifestyle —
his day starts at six in the morning,
followed by running and daily exercise,
complemented by a clean diet. For

raw drama. Last year, he captured a
striking image of a tiger mid-roar at
Ranthambore National Park. At
Kaziranga National Park, he captured a
powerful composition; a rthinoceros and
a tiger on either side of the mighty
Brahmaputra. In another magical frame
clicked at Jim Corbett National Park, a
tiger wades through the Ramganga river
with Sambar deer in the background
bathed in the golden light on a misty
morning.
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Fire breaks out at South
Korea's language museum

SEOUL. A museum in South Korean which
showcases the history of Korean alphabet caught fire
on Saturday, producing dramatic plumes, officials
said.

The fire broke out on the rooftop of the National
Hangeul Museum of Korea at around 8:40 am (2340
GMT), said the local district office in central Seoul
in charge of the area where the museum is located.

The blaze produced a "large amount of smoke,"
according to the Yongsan district office.

Dramatic TV footage showed large, dark grey smoke
spreading into the sky from the rooftop of the
building.No details on casualties were immediately
available, but local broadcaster YTN reported one
firefighter was taken to a hospital.

The district office warned nearby residents to keep
their windows shut."Residents in the vicinity are
advised to keep their windows closed and refrain
from visiting the area," the Yongsan district office
said in an emergency text message sent to residents.

The state-run institution located in the centre of the
capital Seoul, houses priceless materials and relics
related to the unique Korean alphabet, which was
first invented in 1443.The incident comes days after
an Air Busan plane caught fire at the Gimhae
International Airport Tuesday, prompting 176 to
evacuate and leaving seven injured.

Trying to foment religious
bigotry against Hindus':
Tulsi Gabbard defends
religious freedom during
confirmation hearing

world.During her confirmation hearing for the
position of Director of National Intelligence (DNI)
on Thursday, Tulsi Gabbard, President Donald
Trump’s nominee for the post, faced intense scrutiny
over various aspects of her political views and past
actions.The discussion became particularly
contentious when it turned to her religious beliefs
and her connection to the Science of Identity
Foundation (SIF), a Hindu religious group.

In a pointed remark, Gabbard addressed questions
about her faith, specifically defending the principle
of religious freedom enshrined in the US
Constitution.“Unfortunately, there are some
Democrat senators who still don't understand the
principle of freedom of religion and Article 6 of the
Constitution," she said, referring to the clause that
states, "no religious test shall ever be required as a
qualification to any office or public trust under the
United States."Gabbard went on to accuse certain
senators of fostering religious bigotry, claiming they
were targeting her Hindu faith. “They're once again
using the religious bigotry card, but this time trying
to foment religious bigotry against Hindus and
Hinduism," she added.Gabbard also invited those
interested in her spiritual path to learn more about her
beliefs on her X account. “If anyone is sincerely
interested in knowing more about my own personal
spiritual path of Hinduism, I welcome you to go to
my account on X where I'll share more on this topic.”

The hearing, which lasted more than two hours, saw
Gabbard grilled by senators on her past statements
and actions. One of the key points of contention was
her 2017 meeting with Syrian leader Bashar Assad,
as well as her comments regarding Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine.

Six detained Americans in
Venezuela released

world. Six Americans who had been detained in
Venezuela were freed after a meeting between
President Nicolds Maduro and a senior Trump
administration official, Richard Grenell, on Friday.

Grenell, appointed as an envoy for special missions by
US President Donald Trump, shared a photo on social
media showing himself with the released Americans
aboard an aircraft. We are wheels up and headed home
with these 6 American citizens. They just spoke to
@realDonaldTrump and they couldn’t stop thanking
him”, Grenell wrote in the shared post.

The meeting was part of broader efforts by the Trump
administration to secure the release of detained US
citizens and address migration issues with Venezuela.
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Grenell’s visit marked a significant shift, as it came as a
surprise to many, with some Venezuelans expecting

Trump to continue his
campaign against Maduro.sd

The focus of the mission, however, was on deporting
Venezuelan criminals from the US back to their home
country and ensuring the return of detained
Americans, as outlined by White House press
secretary Karoline Leavitt. The US has been working
to deport Venezuelans, particularly members of
criminal groups, back to Venezuela.

The visit also comes amid heightened tensions in
Venezuela, where Maduro was recently sworn in for a
third term despite disputed election results. The US
does not recognise Maduro’s victory and has
expressed concerns over the legitimacy of his
government.While Grenell's meeting with Maduro
was part of a specific diplomatic effort, some
Republicans criticized it, fearing that it could
legitimize Maduro’s rule.
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Peace prospects look bleak in
Myanmar as civil war rages

BANGKOK. Peace prospects look bleak in

Myanmar as a civil war rages despite
international pressure on the military four
years after it seized power from an elected
civilian government.The political situation
remains tense with no negotiation space in
sight between the military government and
the major opposition groups fighting
against it.The four years after the army's
takeover on Feb. 1, 2021, have created a
profound situation of multiple, overlapping
crises with nearly half the population in
poverty and the economy in disarray, the
U.N. Development Program said.

The UN. Human Rights Office said the

military ramped up violence against
civilians last year to unprecedented levels,
inflicting the heaviest civilian death toll
since the army takeover as its grip on power
eroded. The army launched wave after
wave of retaliatory airstrikes and artillery
shelling on civilians and civilian populated
areas, forced thousands of young people

into military service, conducted arbitrary
arrests and prosecutions, caused mass
displacement, and denied access to
humanitarians, even in the face of natural
disasters, the rights office said in a
statement Friday.“After four years, it is
deeply distressing to find that the situation
on the ground for civilians is only getting

worse by the day,” U.N. human rights chief =

Volker Tiirk said. “Even as the military’s
power wanes, their atrocities and violence
have expanded in scope and intensity,” he
said, adding that the retaliatory nature of
the attacks were designed to control,
intimidate, and punish the population.The
United States, United Kingdom, European
Union and others criticized the military
takeover in a statement that also called for
the release of ousted leader Aung San Suu
Kyi and other political prisoners.They said
nearly 20 million people need
humanitarian assistance and up to 3.5

increase of nearly 1 million in the last year.
They also expressed concern about
increased cross-border crime in Myanmar
such as drug and human trafficking and

online scam operations, which affect
neighboring countries and risk broader
instability.“The current trajectory is not
sustainable for Myanmar or the region,” the
countries said in the joint statement that
also included Australia, Canada, South
Korea, New Zealand, Norway and
Switzerland.

million people are displaced internally, an The status of the fighting

The military's 2021 takeover prompted

widespread public protests, whose violent
suppression by security forces triggered an
armed resistance that has now led to a state
of civil war. Ethnic minority militias and
people’s defense forces that support
Myanmar’s main opposition control large
parts of the country, while the military
holds much of central Myanmar and big
cities including the capital, Naypyidaw.

The Assistance Association for Political

Prisoners, which keeps detailed tallies of
arrests and casualties linked to the
repression of the military government, said
that at least 6,239 were killed and 28,444
were arrested since the takeover. The actual
death toll is likely to be much higher since
the group does not generally include deaths
on the side of the military government and
cannot easily verify cases in remote
areas.They said nearly 20 million people
need humanitarian assistance and up to 3.5
million people are displaced internally.

Taiwan bans government agencies from using DeepSeek

DeepSeek sparked
panic on Wall Street this

week with its powerful
new chatbot that is

thought to have

matched US companies
in its abilities but at a

fraction of the cost.

TAIPEI. Taiwan has banned workers in
the public sector and at key
infrastructure facilities from using
DeepSeek, saying it was a Chinese
product and could endanger national
security.DeepSeek launched its Rl
chatbot last month, claiming it matches
the capacity of artificial intelligence
pace-setters in the United States for a
fraction of the investment.

Countries including South Korea,
Ireland, France, Australia and Italy
have raised questions about the

Chinese Al startup's data practices.
Taiwan's Ministry of Digital Affairs said

Friday all government agencies and

critical infrastructure should not use

DeepSeek because it "endangers
national information
security"."DeepSeek Al service is a
Chinese product,” the ministry said ina
statement."Its operation involves
cross-border transmission and
information leakage and other
information security concerns." Taiwan
has long accused China of using "grey
zone" tactics -- actions that fall short of
an act of war -- against the island,

including cyberattacks, as
Beijing presses its claims of
sovereignty over the island.

Since 2019, Taiwan has banned
government agencies from
using information and
communication technology
products and services that pose a
threat to "national information
security".DeepSeek sparked
panic on Wall Street this week
with its powerful new chatbot
that is thought to have matched
US companies in its abilities but
ata fraction of the cost.

hat's despite a strict US regime
prohibiting Chinese firms from
accessing the kinds of advanced chips
needed to power the massive learning
modelsused to develop Al

Taiwan's restriction came as data
watchdogs in South Korea and Ireland
said they would ask DeepSeek to
clarify how it manages users' personal
information.Earlier this week, Italy
launched an investigation into the R1
model and blocked it from processing
Italian users' data.

Hamas to release three hostages; Israel to free
dozens of Palestinian prisoners under ceasefire

DEIRAL-BALAH. Hamas-led militants
are set to free three more hostages —all
men — on Saturday, and Israel will
release dozens of Palestinian prisoners

33 hostages and nearly 2,000 prisoners,
the return of Palestinians to northern
Gaza and an increase in humanitarian
aid to the devastated territory.

as part of a fragile agreement that has The imminent release of Bibas has
brought renewed attention to — and
concern for— the fate of his wife, Shiri,

paused fighting in the Gaza Strip after
more than 15 months of war.The
hostages to be released, according to
Hamas and Israel, are: Yarden Bibas,
35; American-Israeli Keith Siegel, |
65; and French-Israeli Ofer

Kalderon, 54. All were abducted
during the Hamas-led attack on Israel

on Oct. 7, 2023, that sparked the |

warIt will be the fourth swap of
hostages for prisoners since the |
ceasefire began on Jan. 19. Fifteen
hostages and hundreds of prisoners
have already been freed in that time.
Also on Saturday, wounded Palestinians
are expected to be allowed to leave
Gaza for Egypt through the Rafah
crossing. It had been the only exit point

and their two young sons. All four were
captured from Kibbutz Nir Oz.

video of their abduction by armed men
showed Shiri swaddling in a blanket her
two redheaded boys — Ariel, 4, and
Kfir, 9 months old at the time.

for Palestinians during the war before Kfir was the youngest of about 250

Israel closed it in May. A European
Union civilian mission was deployed
Friday to prepare for the reopening of
the crossing. The reopening would mark
another key step in the first phase of the

people taken captive on Oct. 7, and his
plight quickly came to represent the
helplessness and anger the hostage-
taking stirred in Israel, where the Bibas
family has become a household name.

ceasefire, which calls for the release of [amas has said Shiri and her sons were

Medical transport jet with six people aboard
crashes in Phllqdelphlq setting homes ablaze

PHILADELPHIA. A medical transport jet

just turned around and saw the big !

killed in an Israeli airstrike. Israel has
not confirmed that, but a military
spokesman recently acknowledged
serious concern about their fates.

Yarden Bibas is believed to have been
held separately from his family. Photos
taken during his abduction appeared to
show him wounded.Like Bibas,
Kalderon was also captured from
Kibbutz Nir Oz. His two children and
ex-wife, Hadas, were also taken, but
they were freed during the 2023
ceasefire.Keith Siegel, originally from
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, was taken
hostage from Kibbutz Kfar Aza, along
with his wife, Aviva Siegel. She was
released during the 2023 ceasefire and
has waged a high-profile campaign to
free Keith and other hostages.The
dozens of Palestinian prisoners to be
released by Israel on Saturday include
people serving lengthy and life
sentences.More than 100 hostages were
released during a weeklong ceasefire in
Nov. 2023. About 80 more hostages are
still in Gaza, at least a third of them
believed dead. Israel says Hamas has
confirmed that eight of the 33 to be
released in the first phase of the
ceasefire are dead.

Health data, entire pages
wiped from federal websites
as Trump officials target
'gender ideology'

World Public health data disappeared from websites,
entire webpages went blank and employees erased
pronouns from email signatures Friday as federal
agencies scrambled to comply with a directive tied to
President Donald Trump's order rolling back
protections for transgender people.The Office of
Personnel Management directed agency heads to strip
“gender ideology” from websites, contracts and emails
in amemo sent Wednesday, with changes ordered to be
instituted by 5 p.m. Friday. It also directed agencies to
disband employee resource groups, terminate grants
and contracts related to the issue, and replace the term
“gender” with “sex” on government forms.Some parts
of government websites appeared with the message
“The page you’re looking for was not found.” Some
pages disappeared and came back intermittently.

Asked by reporters Friday about reports that government
websites were being shut down to eliminate mentions
of diversity, equity and inclusion, Trump said he didn’t
know anything about it but that he’d endorse such a
move.“l don’t know. That doesn’t sound like a bad idea
to me,” Trump said, adding that he campaigned
promising to stamp out such initiatives.Much public
health information was taken down from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention's website:
contraception guidance; a fact sheet about HIV and
transgender people; lessons on building supportive
school environments for transgender and nonbinary
kids; details about National Transgender HIV Testing
Day; and a set of government surveys showing
transgender students suffering higher rates of
depression, drug use, bullying and other problems.

Eliminating health resources creates dangerous gaps in
scientific information, disease experts said. The
Infectious Diseases Society of America, a medical
association, issued a statement decrying the removal of
information about HIV and people who are
transgender. Access is “critical to efforts to end the HIV
epidemic,” the organization’s leaders said. A Bureau of
Prisons web page originally titled “Inmate Gender”
was relabeled “Inmate Sex” on Friday. A breakdown of
transgender inmates in federal prisons was no longer
included.The State Department on Friday removed the
option to select “X” as a gender on passport
applications for nonbinary applicants. It also replaced
the word “gender” from the descriptor with the word
“sex.” Nonetheless, the online passport application
form was no longer available late Friday, linking
simply to a message that said the system was
“undergoing maintenance.”All State Department
employees were ordered to remove gender-specific
pronouns from their email signatures. The directive,
from the acting head of the Bureau of Management,
said this was required to comply with Trump’s
executive orders and the department was also
removing all references to “gender ideology” from
websites and internal documents.“All employees are
required to remove any gender identifying pronouns
from email signature blocks by 5:00 PM today,” said.

patients. A request for comment was

crashed in a residential neighborhood of
Philadelphia on Friday evening, setting
homes ablaze and scattering debris just 30
seconds after takeoff. The crash, which
occurred near a shopping mall and a major
roadway, left residents rattled as they
witnessed the aircraft plummet from the
sky in a streak of white before exploding on
impact.The Federal Aviation
Administration confirmed that two people
were on board the Learjet 55 when it
crashed less than three miles from
Northeast Philadelphia Airport. The
aircraft, registered to a company operating
as Med Jets, had taken off at 6:06 p.m. en
route to Springfield, Missouri, and quickly
disappeared from radar after reaching an
altitude of 1,600 feet.Footage captured by a
doorbell camera showed the aircraft
descending rapidly before erupting into
flames upon impact. Jim Quinn, the owner
of the camera, described the moment,
stating, “All we heard was a loud roar and
didn’t know where it was coming from. We

The crash site, near Roosevelt Mall

plume.”

in the Rhawnhurst neighbourhood,
quickly became a scene of chaos.
First responders blocked traffic as
onlookers gathered at street
corners, watching as emergency
crews worked to contain the fire. A
witness’s cell phone video
captured the devastation, showing |
debris scattered across an
intersection, thick black smoke
rising, and sirens blaring in the
background.Michael Schiavone, a
resident of the nearby Mayfair
neighborhood, described feeling what
seemed like a small earthquake when the jet
hit the ground. After reviewing his home
security footage, he said the impact looked
like a missile descending. “There was a
large explosion, so I thought we were under
attack for a second,” he said.Governor Josh
Shapiro announced that state resources
were being offered to assist in the response

efforts. The city’s emergency management
office confirmed that several roads in the
area had been closed.The aircraft’s owner,
Jet Rescue, is a Mexico-based company
specializing in global air ambulance
services. The company had previously
transported baseball Hall of Famer David As investigators begin their work, the

Ortiz to Boston after he was shot in the
Dominican Republic in 2019 and played a
role in airlifting critically ill COVID-19

sent to Jet Rescue’s U.S.
headquarters in Boca Raton,
Florida.

The Federal Aviation Administration
stated that the National
Transportation Safety Board would
lead the investigation into the crash.
The NTSB confirmed it was
gathering information as officials
worked to determine the cause of the
accident.

The Philadelphia crash comes just two
days after the country’s deadliest
aviation disaster in nearly 25 years.
On Wednesday night, an American

airlines jet carrying 60 passengers and four

crew members collided midair with a U.S.

Army helicopter carrying three soldiers

over Washington, D.C. There were no

survivors in that tragedy.

Philadelphia community remains in shock,
grappling with the devastation left in the
wake of yet another fatal air disaster.
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Jos Buttler's sarcastic
remark on India's concussion

substitute move

NEW DELHI. England captain Jos Buttler
disagreed with India's brilliant move of using
Harshit Rana as a concussion replacement for
half-centurion Shivam Dube, which allowed
the hosts to win the fourth game of the five-
match T20I series in Pune on Friday by a
margin of 15 runs.After Dube, who scored 53
from 34 balls, was struck on the helmet by a
delivery from Jamie Overton in the 19.5th
over, the concussion procedure was
implemented.

Go Beyond The Boundary with our YouTube
channel. SUBSCRIBE NOW!

"We don't agree with concussion substitute. It's
not a like for like replacement," Jos Buttler
said at the post match media conference.
Ultimately, Rana played a crucial role, taking
three wickets, including Liam Livingstone's,
and Buttler questioned if the concussion
regulation was actually adhered to.

Buttler was sarcastic in calling out the dummy
sold by India."I think either Shivam Dube put

on 25 mph with the ball or Harshit Rana has
improved a lot with his batting," the skipper
said.A like-for-like replacement is permitted
by the concussion protocol, and Rana was a
rapid substitute for medium pacer Dube, who
CSK use as an impact player in the IPL.

For the record, Rana does have a Ranji Trophy
hundred.All they did, according to Indian
bowling coach Morne Morkel, was assign a
name to match referee Javagal Srinath.

"We only gave a name to match referee. After
that it's out of our hands. Harshit was having
dinner. He had to quickly get up and go out. I
thought he did an excellent job," Morkel said.

ndia has long been adept in using the gray area
of like-for-like replacement in the case of
concussion substitutes.India last employed
the strategy in a T20I match against Australia
during the 2020-21 series.Yuzvendra Chahal
took Ravindra Jadeja's place as a concussion
substitute after the former was struck only on
the head and his hamstring became more of a
problem.

Kevin Pietersen extends
support to Harshit Rana
after concussion-sub
confroversy

Former England cricketer turned commentator
Kevin Pietersen extended support to India
fast bowler Harshit Rana after his
concussion substitute controversy in the 4th
T20I against England on Friday, January 31.
Rana, who was not a part of the playing XI at
the toss, was brought in as a concussion
substitute for Shivam Dube, who got hit on
his helmet in the last over of the Indian
innings.As a result, Rana made his debut
T20I debut, becoming the first player from
India to do so in such a manner. However,
there was widespread controversy on the
matter, with several experts claiming that
Rana was not a like-for-like replacement for
Dube. The fast bowler went on to take three
wickets and played a pivotal role in India’s
15-run win.Following his marvellous debut,
Pietersen praised the young speedster for

assessing the conditions well and said that it
was not his fault that he was chosen as the
concussion substitute."No, Harshit's
performance was great. I thought that he
delivered his skill excellently. I thought that
he was brilliant in the way that he assessed a
couple of the batters. The way that he
assessed the conditions where he went out
wide and on a couple of occasions. He was
brilliant. And for his cricket, he was
outstanding, and it's not his fault that he was
the one who ended up being the concussion
substitute. He went there and he bowled his
heart and he bowled to a victory," Pietersen
said while speaking on Star Sports after the
Pune T201.

Rana played a crucial role for the team with his
regular strikes in the middle overs. He made
an immediate impact in the game, dismissing
Liam Livingstone on just his second ball and
further got rid of Jacob Bethell and Jamie
Overton to finish with figures of 3/33 in four
overs. As a result, India successfully
defended their score of 181 and won the
match by 15 runs to take an unassailable 3-1
lead in the five-match series.

New Delhi

New Delhi

Concussion controversy: Who said what as
India captain keeps mum after 4th T20

wIndia captain Suryakumar Yadav
kept mum on the concussion
substitute controversy after the
hosts clinched the T201 series in
Pune on Friday, January 31. Take @
look at what the experts and top
players said, as an odd set of
circumstances left a sour taste
despite the series win.

New Delhi Neither Suryakumar Yadav nor
Jos Buttler were asked about the concussion
substitute controversy that took place in the
4th T201 of the 5-match series between India
and England on Friday, January 31. Playing
at the Maharashtra Cricket Association
Stadium in Pune, India beat England by 15
runs to clinch the series.However, it left a
sour taste for the visiting side after India
opted to field Harshit Rana as a concussion
substitute for Shivam Dube in the second
innings of the game. Dube was forced to

leave the ground after being hit on his
helmet late in the innings. India
replaced Dube with Harshit Rana,
despite having the option of
Ramandeep Singh later in the
game.na, a specialist fast bowler on
debut, picked up 3 crucial wickets in
India's defence of 181 runs, helping
the side win the game and, in turn,
clinch the series. As per International
Cricket Council rules, only like-for-
like replacements can be fielded by
teams when one of the players gets
concussed on the field. Clause
1.2.7.3.4 of the rule states that the
replacement player must be like-for-
like in nature.Neither Suryakumar
Yadav nor Jos Buttler were asked about the
concussion substitute controversy that took
place in the 4th T20I of the 5-match series
between India and England on Friday,
January 31. Playing at the Maharashtra
Cricket Association Stadium in Pune, India
beat England by 15 runs to clinch the series.
However, it left a sour taste for the visiting side
after India opted to field Harshit Rana as a
concussion substitute for Shivam Dube in
the second innings of the game. Dube was
forced to leave the ground after being hit on
his helmet late in the innings. India replaced

Dube with Harshit Rana, despite having the
option of Ramandeep Singh later in the
game.Rana, a specialist fast bowler on debut,
picked up 3 crucial wickets in India's defence
of 181 runs, helping the side win the game
and, in turn, clinch the series. As per
International Cricket Council rules, only
like-for-like replacements can be fielded by
teams when one of the players gets
concussed on the field. Clause 1.2.7.3.4 of
the rule states that the replacement player
must be like-for-like in nature.Jos Buttler got
out in frustration because he was not happy
with the substitution. Ask anybody in the

Absolute madness: Harshit Rana concussion
sub move in Pune puzzles Alastair Cook

Alastair Cook claimed that
Harshit Rana coming in as a concussion
substitute during the 4th T20I between
India and England made 'no sense' as the
hosts sealed the series in Pune. Harshit
came in as a substitute for the injured
Shivam Dube, who was hit on the
helmet during the final over of the
Indian innings.Harshit made an instant
impact on the game as he claimed the
catch to dismiss Jos Buttler before
picking up 3 wickets for 33 runs in his 4
overs. The decision to bring Harshit for
Dube has been widely debated as the
ICC rules state that only like-for-like
replacements can be fielded by teams
when one of the players gets concussed on
the field.Speaking to TNT Sports, Cook
stated that he was puzzled by the decision to
see a big-hitting batting all-rounder being
replaced by someone who doesn't bat well
and bowls heavy seam.The former England
skipper pointed out that India had the choice
to bring Washington Sundar in and said
Harshit shouldn't have played the match.

"You've got to love cricket because it throws

up so many stories. At half time you would

never have thought that story would have
been a concussion sub. He made such a big
impact on the game."

"Replacing a big-hitting batting all-rounder,

who has bowled one over in the IPL, with a
guy who can't bat and bowls heavy seam
makes no sense to me whatsoever."

"England should have still won the game and

would have probably preferred a seamer to a
spinner but I don't understand it. They had
Washington Sundar who got replaced

because they wanted more
batting in the side."It seems
absolute madness that you are
allowed to do it, but credit to the
lad on debut, but he shouldn't be
allowed to play there," said
Cook.

'Headline isn't about concussion
sub'

While Cook admitted that
fielding Harshit may have been
a wrong call, he was critical of
England's performance,
claiming that the visitors should
have won the game.

"It gave the captain another brilliant option.

They also had Abhishek Sharma, another
spinner, who didn't bowl in this game.
Harshit Rana has absolutely helped the India
side."We can rant about it all we like, it was
the wrong call, but England should have won
the game. The headline isn't about the
concussion sub," said Cook.England captain
Jos Buttler was critical of the move made by
India during his press conference after the
match.

All-round India win 4th T20!| match,
secure series against England

CHENNAL In the end it was a stroll in the
park for the hosts. The evening did not start
as India would have liked. They were reeling
at 12/3 after two overs with England pacer
Saqib Mahmood striking thrice in his first
over of the fourth T20I at the Maharashtra
Cricket Association Stadium in Pune on
Friday. Then came a minor recovery.
Abhishek Sharma (29) and Rinku Singh (30)
though provided some solidity in the middle
but departed in quick successions as the
hosts were reduced to 79/5 inside 11 overs.

This was followed by big stand when Hardik
Pandya joined forces with Shivam Dube,
who made it to the playing XI replacing all-
rounder Washington Sundar. The duo after
settling in plundered runs at will as India
amassed 102 runs from the remaining nine
overs to post a formidable total of 181/9 in
20 overs. The total proved enough for them
as England fell short by 15 runs. Pandya had
been struggling for big knocks and this
would have given him the necessary boost.

It was Pandya, who led the onslaught

Virat Kohli

Himanshu Scmgwcm relishing dismissal

Himanshu Sangwan calls Virat
Kohli's dismissal the most
important wicket of his life, as
the Railways pacer shined in the
Ranji Trophy clash, turning heads
across the Indian cricketing

fraternity.

Himanshu Sangwan, a 29-year-
old pacer from Railways, has become the
toast of Indian cricket fans after claiming
what he calls the most important wicket of his
career—dismissing none other than Virat
Kohli. The much-anticipated return of Kohli
to the Ranji Trophy after nearly 13 years
became the talk of the cricketing world.
However, his comeback was cut short as

"It is the most important wicket of F

hammering four sixes and as many fours to
shift the momentum in India's favour. Dube's
innings was laced with seven fours and two

sixes. It all began in the 13th overs with
Pandya despatching pacer Brydon Carse for
two consecutive fours. Dube then hit Adil
Rashid for a four and a six in the next over as
India crossed 100 runs. Mahmood was in the
firing line next as Pandya launched him for
two huge sixes. Jofra Archer conceded 17
runs in the next over while Jamie Overton
went for 20 after him. The last ball of the

over, however, saw Pandya being dismissed
much to the relief of the England. Both
Pandya and Dube scored 53 runs each.

In reply, England started well scoring 62 in the

powerplay. However, openers Phil Salt and
Ben Duckett got out soon after to hand over
advantage to India. The hosts also saw pacer
Harshit Rana replace Dube as concussion
substitute and it worked in their favour with
the former claiming three wickets. Whether
it was a like to like substitute remained
debatable. Spinner Ravi Bishnoi scalped
three while in-form tweaker Varun
Chakravarthy bagged two wickets.

Earlier, the hosts made three changes to their

side bringing in Rinku, who missed two
matches with injury, in place of Dhruv Jurel.
Arshdeep Singh replaced Mohammed
Shami while Dube came in for Sundar.
England, meanwhile, rested Mark Wood for
Mahmood and brought back Jacob Bethell
for Jamie Smith.nce skipper Jos Buttler won
the toss, he had no hesitation in inviting
India to bat. Mahmood.

New Delhi

world if Harshit Rana is a like-
for-like replacement. I’'m not so
sure that anybody would say that
he is. I think there is going to be a
very big discussion if Harshit
Rana picks up four for nothing,"
Pietersen said.

"Itis a different matter if he is like-
for-like or not, but an entirely
different discussion if they can
turn this into their strength," he
added while commentating.

RANASAYS DREAM DEBUT

After the match, Harshit spoke to
the broadcaster and shrugged off
the controversy, stating that it

was still a good game for him. Pietersen also

agreed that it was not Rana's fault that he was
asked to debut under odd sets of
circumstances.

"It is still a dream debut for me. When Dube

came back, after two overs I was informed I
would be the concussion substitute. It is not
just for this series; [ have been waiting for an
opportunity for a long time and I wanted to
prove I belong here. I have bowled well in
the IPL and was just following the same
here," Rana told the broadcasters after the
Pune T201.

How India fielded Harshit as
concussion substitute for
DubeMorne Morkel reveals

India’s bowling coach Morne
Morkel has shared the details of what
transpired in the dressing room as they
decided to name Harshit Rana as a concussion
substitute for Shivam Dube in the 4th T201
against England in Pune. India replaced Dube
with Rana midway through the second
innings after he was hit on his helmet in the
last over of the Indian innings.The
replacement sparked widespread reactions
from experts, who claimed that Rana was not
a like-for-like replacement for Dube. The
speedster went on to play a crucial role in
India’s 15-run win, picking three wickets on
his debut. Following his match winning
performance, Morne Morkel addressed the
controversy surrounding Rana’s inclusion in
the playing XI and revealed that Dube had a
headache after returning to the dressing room.

He further said that the team gave Rana’s name

as the replacement, and it was the match
referee who made the call.a“As far as I'm
aware Shivam Dube obviously took the knock
against the head and came off the field during
the innings break
with mild headache
symptoms. We took a
name forward to the
match referee in
terms of a suitable
substitution and from
there it’s up to the
referee to take that
decision. So a
decision was made,”
said Morkel in the
post-match press
conference.Furtherm
ore, the Indian bowling coach mentioned how
Rana had to quickly get ready and once again
asserted that it was the referee’s decision that
allowed them to field Rana as areplacement.

We can only take the name forward: Morkel
“Harshit was having dinner. He had to get

himself ready as quickly as possible to get on
to the field and bowl. Yeah, I thought he did an
excellent job. No, like I said that it goes to the
powers above me, match referee, he made the
decision. We can only take the name forward
and from there it’s out of our hands. We got the
green light to go with that and we gave him the
opportunity,” he added.Coming back to the
match, after being put in to bat first, India
were left reeling at 12/3 as Saqib Mahmood
bowled a triple wicket maiden in the second
over itself. Shivam Dube (53 off 34) and
Hardik Pandya (53 off 30) rescued the Indian
innings to help them post a good score of
181/9 in 20 overs. In reply, England were
bundled out for 166 in 19.4 overs and lost the
match by 15 runs.

wicket most important of my life:

Sangwan clean-bowled the Indian
maestro for just 6 runs during the
Delhi vs Railways clash at the |

Arun Jaitley Stadium.The
atmosphere at the stadium, which
had been electric with chants of
"Kohli, Kohli," turned to stunned
silence when Sangwan shattered
Kohli's stumps. The dismissal
marked a significant moment, not
only for the game but also for
Sangwan's career. Speaking after
Day 2's play, Sangwan reflected
on the wicket, describing it as the
most memorable moment of his
cricketing journey.

my life. It goes without saying.
Virat Kohli is an inspiration to the
whole country," "First time in life [
saw so many people turning up for a Ranji
Trophy game. It was special for all of us,"
Himanshu said."We did not plan for one
particular batter. The majority of the Delhi

batters like to attack so our plan was stick to
channel bowling and draw the outside edge,"
he added.Fans who had gathered in droves to
watch Kohli soon started leaving the stadium
after his early departure. The spotlight,

however, shifted firmly onto
Sangwan, whose name began
trending across cricket
discussions and internet
searches.

At that stage, Delhi was left reeling
at 86/3, trailing Railways by 155
runs. However, captain Ayush
Badoni’s valiant 99-run knock
and Sumit Mathur’s impressive
86 helped Delhi recover, as they
were eventually bowled out for
374, securing a 133-run lead.
Despite the early setback, Kohli
will have another chance to make
his mark in Delhi’s second
innings.The pressure is mounting
on Kohli, with fans and selectors
eagerly anticipating a strong
performance in what has been a
rare domestic appearance for the

Indian stalwart. As for Sangwan, the historic

wicket has catapulted him into the limelight,

with many now watching his career with
newfound interest.
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Bollywood and Hollywood, once opened up about a disturbing

incident from the early days of her acting journey. Speaking at the
Forbes Power Women’s Summit, Priyanka recalled a shocking and
“dehumanising" experience when she was just 19 years old and new to the
film industry.The Citadel actress shared that during the shoot of a film, she
had a distressing encounter with the director. “I was speaking to the director
and I said, would you speak to my stylist and just explain to him what you want
interms of clothes and stuff. I’'m standing right next to him," Priyanka said.

Recalling the director’s comments, she continued, “He picks up the phone and goes,

‘Listen, people are going to come into the movies to watch her when she shows her
panties. So it needs to be really short so that I can see her panties. You know those
people sitting up front? They should be able to see her panties.” And he said it like four

times. And it’s not even pretty in Hindi. It’s worse."

Priyanka, who was just 18 or 19 at the time, was heartbroken by the incident. “I went back
home that night and said, “Mom, I can’t look at his face. If that’s what he thinks of me, if

that’s how small I am, there’s no space for growth.” And I just walked out of the movie and
said, ‘I’msorry, I can’t work.” And I"ve till date never worked with him."

She continued, “Whatever I decide to be will be my choice. How I want to be perceived will
be my choice. Perception is reality and my perception is going to be my identity."This
wasn’t the first time Priyanka spoke about the struggles she faced in her career. She
previously recounted a “dark phase" following a surgery to remove a nasal polyp that
altered her appearance, leading to severe mental health struggles.Speaking on The
Howard Stern Show on May 1, Priyanka said, “This thing happens, and my face looks
completely different, and [ went into a deep, deep depression."

Recalls A Director's Shocking Comment

At 19: 'I Need To See Her Panties'

Priyanka Chopra, a global star with an illustrious career in both

Priyanka credited her father, Ashok Chopra, and Bollywood director Anil Sharma for

helping her overcome that challenging period and rebuild her confidence in the industry.

¥

Makes First Red Carpet Appearance
Amid Mohammed Siraj Dating Rumours

ahira Sharma, best known for her stint on

Bigg Boss 13, made a stunning

appearance on the red carpet at a recent
event amid swirling rumours about her alleged
romance with Indian cricketer Mohammed
Siraj.The actress dazzled in a striking black saree
with shimmering metallic hues, paired with a chic
sheer blouse featuring intricate lace details. With
her hair styled in soft waves and minimal makeup
enhancing her radiant look, Mahira oozed hotness

as she posed for the paparazzi, flashing her
signature smile.

The appearance comes just a day after reports
surfaced claiming Mahira and Siraj were
romantically involved. An insider close to the
alleged couple reportedly told ETimes that the
two are dating and getting to know each other.

However, neither Mahira nor Siraj has addressed
or confirmed these speculations.Meanwhile,
Mahira’s mother, Saniya Sharma, firmly
dismissed the dating rumours. In an interview
with Times Now, she called the reports
“completely false" and criticised those spreading
baseless stories about her daughter.

“People say anything. Now that my daughter is a
celebrity, people will link her name with anyone,
so should we believe them?" Saniya remarked.

Mahira previously dated actor Paras
Chhabra, whom she met inside the
Bigg Boss 13 house. Their
relationship was a topic of much
discussion among fans. However,
the two called it quits in 2023, with
Mabhira unfollowing Paras on
social media. Paras later
confirmed their breakup,
explaining that a fight over “petty
issues" led to the split. “Aisi fights
toh hamari hamesha hoti rahi
hain," Paras shared with ETimes,

{ reflecting on their turbulent

relationship.On the other hand,
Mohammed Siraj, who recently
made headlines for his stellar
performances on the cricket field, was previously
linked to Asha Bhosle’s granddaughter, Zanai

Bhosle. Their dating rumours were swiftly

debunked when Zanai clarified on social media

that Siraj was like a “dear brother" to her, a

sentiment Siraj echoed by calling her “sister."

Mahira Sharma 4

b\

Keerthy Suresh Shares Pre-
Wedding Moments With Antony
Thu’rtil, Calls Her‘sel_f Tamil Gir_I_’
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eerthy Suresh recently delighted fans by

sharing stunning moments from her pre-

wedding festivities with her now-husband
Antony Thattil. The celebrated actress took to
social media to post vibrant pictures from the
joyous celebrations, referring to herself as a
“Tamizh Ponnu" (Tamil girl) and describing the
theme as “Tamizh Marudani meets Bollywood
Kitsch."The pictures showcased Keerthy donning
colorful traditional attire, complete with a unique
accessory—earrings that read “Manamagal,”
meaning bride in Tamil. Antony, too, sported
bright festive wear, complementing Keerthy’s
fashion statement.

A heartwarming highlight from the festivities was

the presence of Keerthy’s mother, former actress
Menaka Suresh, who was seen applying mehendi
on her daughter’s hands.This glimpse into the
couple’s pre-wedding festivities comes after
Keerthy had earlier shared pictures from her post-
wedding celebrations. In those images, the actress
embraced her inner Malayalee self, wearing an
elegant white-and-gold ensemble.

Keerthy introduced Antony Thattil, her long-time
boyfriend, to the public last year, surprising fans
by making their relationship official with a social
media post. The couple tied the knot in Goa on
December 12, 2024, in a grand ceremony that
followed both Hindu and Christian traditions. The
wedding saw several celebrities in attendance,
including Thalapathy Vijay, Trisha Krishnan,
Malavika Mohanan, Nani, and more.

On the professional front, Keerthy Suresh was last
seen in the lead role of Baby John, co-starring
Varun Dhawan. Directed by Kalees, the film is a
remake of the 2016 Thalapathy Vijay starrer Theri,
helmed by Atlee. In addition to Varun and Keerthy,
the movie featured Wamiqa Gabbi, Zara Zyanna,
Jackie Shroff, and others in pivotal roles, with
Salman Khan making a special cameo appearance.

Looking ahead, Keerthy is gearing up for an exciting
year with films like Revolver Rita and Kannivedi
set for release.

Aditya Roy Kapur Calls Prep For Raj &
DK's Rakt Brahmand 'Intense’, Learns
Sword Fighting And Horse Riding

and this time he is teaming up with filmmaker
duo Raj Nidimoru and Krishna DK. After his
OTT outing The Night Manager, Aditya has now
collaborated with Raj & DK for Rakt Brahmand —
The Bloody Kingdom, an action-fantasy series set
in a fantastical kingdom. It will stream on Netflix
and is directed by Rahi Anil Barve, who has helmed
Tumbbad before.The first schedule of the shoot of
Rakt Brahmand wrapped up in Mumbai recently.
But it was no easy feat for Aditya. To get under the
skin of his character he’s playing, the actor had to
undergo three months of rigorous training in
physical art forms like sword fighting, weaponry,
horse riding and archery.
Raj and DK told Hindustan Times, “At the heart of
Rakt Brahmand is a character that demands
strength, intensity and a bit of wackiness, and

! I \he handsome hunk Aditya Roy Kapur is back

Aditya brings all of that as the lead. And for his part,
he’s been training very hard to meet the demands of
the character. Our goal with this show is to create a
world that is both original and evokes the
fantastical tales we grew up hearing."

Aditya Roy Kapur added, “T’ve been a fan of Raj and
DK'’s work and they are always finding ways to tell
stories in new and exciting ways. The passion they
have for this project is infectious and the vision
they have for is so unique and genre-bending."The
actor is returning to the action genre after the 2020
film Malang. He said, “The prep has been intense
but one of the most enjoyable perks of being an
actor is to be able to pick up new skills and this
show has me doing that in spades, with everything
from sword fighting to archery and horse riding.
But possibly even more important than the physical
work,there is a huge amount of mental preparation
which I’ve been relishing."
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