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Universe: The river
called happiness

A great Sufi master once asked some people what
they needed to be happy. They gave varying
answers. Some had wishes that could be fulfilled
soon, within weeks or months. Some had wishes
that may have taken years to fulfil. The Sufi master
smiled, because he knew that pinning it on some
future fulfilment or seeking it in external factors
would never truly bring happiness.Happiness is
the beautiful, colourful bird that we all seek, but
seldom comes within our grasp. It always seems to
be elusive. Indeed, happiness can only spring from
within. If one calmly contemplates upon all the
reasons one should be grateful for, then gratitude
and happiness shall arise from the heart and
illuminate the soul.

All modern marketing is based on the premise that
one must buy this or that and then one shall be in a
state of absolute bliss.But it is our lived experience
that all things that can be purchased bring only
fleeting pleasure. The enchanting bird that we call
happiness still seems to be out of reach. What is the
secret to attaining happiness? The Sufi philosophy
is that happiness is a choice. By making a
conscious decision to be happy, one can cultivate a
fulfilling life that has meaning and purpose.

There is the story of a Sufi mystic who was always
happy and joyful. Those who had lived with him in
his khangah (abode of Sufis, dervishes and their
disciples) for years never remembered seeing him
unhappy. There came a time when the Sufi was
very old, and it seemed that he would unite with the
Divine Beloved soon. His disciples wanted to be as
happy as him, so they asked him to share the secret.

The Sufi master told them that when he was a young
man, he found himself to be depressed and
miserable. Fortunately, he encountered a great
Sufi saint. He was amazed to discover that the saint
was always joyful. How so?The saint told him,
“The day the realisation dawned on me that
happiness is my choice, it transformed my life.
Since that day, when I wake up in the morning, I
ask myself what I want. Do I want blissfulness, or
misery? [ always choose blissfulness, and hence I
always remain happy, regardless of the external

circumstances. [ have always made my choice and
followed it.” The Master said the learning
transformed his life, and that each of us has the
power to transform our life the same way. Deep
faith in the Almighty helps us in our endeavour to
keep the mind and heart at peace. A steadfast
awareness of our blessings has the power to anchor
the self in happiness and contentment and not be
swayed by the trials and tribulations of the
constantly changing world.

More than 700 years ago, the loved dervish Shams-i
Tabrizi explained it thus:

“When [ run after what I think [ want,

my days are a furnace of stress and anxiety;

if I'sitin my own place of patience,

what I need flows to me, and without pain.

From this [ understand that

what I want also wants me,

is looking for me and attracting me.

There is a great secret here

foranyone who can grasp it.”

The great Sufi mystic Jalal al-Din Muhammad Rumi
wrote that true happiness arises from being
oneself, in listening deeply to one’s heart, and
engaging in activities that resonate with one’s
inner self. “When you do things from your soul,
you feel a river moving in you, a joy,” said the
mystic.Let us choose authenticity and gratitude,
internal acceptance over external validation. Let
us focus on living in the present moment. Let us

What it takes for a male gharial to be born, and survive

A fluctuation of a mere 1.5°Cis enough to seal the fate of a gharial embryo as a male or female

At first, I couldn’t grasp the significance of what my
colleagues at the Wildlife Conservation Trust were
telling me. I couldn’t comprehend why a few
sightings of male gharials along the Gandak river
(that originates in Nepal, and flows through Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh) during a routine river survey
warranted such excitement. I didn’t realise then
what it took for a male gharial to survive and
reproduce in the wild. Or what it took for a male
gharial to simply be born.Turns out, it takes a
lot! Adult male gharials are exceptionally rare and
sighting them is rather special for conservationists
for very good reasons. The gharial (Gavialis
gangeticus) is one of the world’s most critically
endangered crocodilians, and being a highly
sensitive species, it needs an undisturbed habitat to
survive and breed successfully. Only a few
thousand individuals of this fish-eating crocodile
species remain in the wild. Odds in the form of
anthropogenic threats are already stacked tall
against the species and its riverine habitat in this
human-altered world. And thanks to their reptilian
reproductive biology, the sex ratio is rather skewed
in favour of females.Sex determination in gharials,
like in certain other reptiles, depends on the
incubation temperature of the eggs. A fluctuation of
a mere 1.5°C is enough to seal the fate of a gharial
embryo as a male or female. A narrow window of
temperature of approximately 32°C is when males
take birth. Cooler or warmer than that, and much
higher are the chances of females being born.
Furthermore, experts believe that rising global
temperatures could perhaps be skewing the sex
ratio in gharials all the more. This is yet to be
proven.

Many things have to go just right for a male gharial to
be born. And it only gets more challenging from
there on for this slow-growing, late-maturing
species. Males reach sexual maturity at 15 to 18
years of age. They need to grow to considerable size
and proportions to achieve true mating success.
Gharials are some of the largest crocodilians alive
and can grow up to 6 metres in length! An adult male
has a bulbous knob called the ghara that sits atop the
tip of its long, narrow snout. Gharas, it is believed,
play a crucial role in mating rituals, and are used by
males to emit acoustic signals underwater during
courtship and mating. To successfully mate, the
ghara of a male has to be big enough. But, tragically,
according to researchers and conservationists, the

The pre-Budget Economic Survey offers a sobering

picture of the Indian economy, which is expected to
expand by a modest 6.3-6.8 per cent in the coming
financial year. This figure is nowhere near the growth
rate of nearly 8 per cent that is required over the next
two decades to achieve the grand goal of becoming a
developed nation (Viksit Bharat) by 2047. India
continues to be the fastest-growing major economy in
the world, but sustaining the momentum would not be
easy in the face of international trade tensions and
Trump-induced protectionism. The survey has insisted
on greater deregulation and reforms to enhance
economic freedom and spur growth. The message to
the states is loud and clear: Liberalise standards and
controls on businesses to improve ease of doing
business. This is an unusual throwback to then Finance
Minister Manmohan Singh’s landmark 1991 Budget,
which had unleashed the animal spirits of the economy.
It seems the BJP-led Union Government has not
managed to remain oblivious to MMS’s pathbreaking

choose happiness.

The start of 2025 has been quite frightening so far; the
latest is the mid-air collision over Washington’s
Potomac that resulted in all passengers losing their lives.
Nearer home was the tragic death of many pilgrims in
Prayag on the occasion of the Maha Kumbh, an event
that is among the holiest pilgrimages to undertake for
many Hindus. With the huge publicity that was
unleashed on every platform, there was no one— here or
abroad — who remained unmoved by the sheer scale of
participation or the waves of people who came to take a
holy dip this year. No one could give an accurate
number: it was as if a sea of heads was headed towards
the ghats on the Sangam.The Kumbh has been recorded
as early as Harsha’s reign by the Chinese traveller and
chronicler Hieun-Tsang, and it makes one humble to be
part of a ritual that pre-dates any other known religious
event anywhere in the world. Hieun-Tsang has recorded
how the king shed his royal robes and distributed his
wealth and then forsook his royal duties to become a
monk. All those who have ever lived in Allahabad will
recall the special fervour that grips the city of Prayag (its
ancient name) at this time and how every house is
inundated with relatives and friends who come to take a
dip in the Ganga during the month of Magh.A mela
(called the Magh mela) springs up on the banks of the
Ganga and continues for a month, with special days
marked for a dip in the Sangam or Triveni, where the
Ganga, Yamuna and the unseen Saraswati meet in a
confluence regarded as divine. Myths and stories
abound and are believed no matter how bizarre they may
sound to some of us.

Diana Eck, a Harvard professor of comparative religions,
has written a brilliant book, ‘India’s Sacred Geography’,
that highlights the significance of the pilgrimages that
constitute our cultural and sacred geography. She once
came with a band of her students to show them the
celebration of the Kumbh. She gave a talk at the Jaipur

bulbous gharas could also be leading to more males
getting entangled in fishing nets, leading to greater
injuries and casualties.There have to be enough
number of adult males and females for a gharial
population to be viable. When male numbers fall
below a critical threshold, the populations become
unviable and prone to extinction, especially smaller
sub-populations. The present situation of gharials in
India is rather grim. Surveys reveal that out of a
handful of Indian rivers where gharials are found,
they breed only in five. Most gharial-inhabited
rivers have very few adult gharials, and most do not
harbour even a single mature male! The gharial
populations in rivers sans males are obviously
incapable of reproducing.

Gharials were once widespread in the Ganges river

and its tributaries flowing through the river plains of
India, Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Bhutan.
Today, they are found only in India and Nepal.
Remarkably, the Gandak river is not protected

Sobering Survey

Boosting growth rate a big challenge for India

policies, which have witnessed a revival of keen
interest after his recent death.
The ‘Make in India’ initiative, launched in 2014 with the

Touchstones: Grandest show and, well...
THE GREAT GAME: The life-and-death battle in Prayagraj holds a lesson for the Opposition

Lit Fest that year about the phenomenon of a city that
comes up magically on the floodplains of the Ganga
each year in the month of Magh, and then vanishes just
as magically as the river flows back to reclaim its
floodplain.Villagers who come on foot from far away
and walk for weeks to reach the Sangam, sadhus and
holy men and women from their ashrams and Himalayan
caves, the Shankarcharyas, the fearful Naga sadhus who
are covered in nothing but holy ash and wear just a loin

cloth, with matted locks and red eyes... the list is
endless. This year, there were filmstars, celebrities from
abroad, politicians and ministers as there was virtually
no Indian city that did not find representation there.
They all managed to find their own spaces, stay
connected and were fed and housed by rich donors and
philanthropists. Even our Sikh jathas landed up to serve
food and help the pilgrims. To say that this was
unbelievable is just a cliche.However, the Kumbh also

formally across most of its length in India, and yet
holds the third largest gharial population for any
Indian river, after the Chambal and Ghaghra —
where most gharials occur in the protected areas of
the National Chambal Sanctuary and Katarniaghat
Wildlife Sanctuary. Even in these rivers, adult male
gharials may just be 5 to 10 per cent of the
population.To a river ecologist or gharial
researcher, the sight of a 5 to 6-metre-long, sexually
mature male gharial tells the story of survival
against all odds. It means the conditions had to be
favourable at birth, and proper nutrition had to be
available to grow. It would have had to successfully
navigate major bottlenecks in its most vulnerable
years and survive predators, fishing nets, hunters,
floods, or even sudden water releases by dams built
on rivers. It would have had to be a survivor.Now |
understand why the sighting of even just a few adult
males lends hope and holds promise for the
population of this enigmatic and fascinating reptile.

objective of transforming the country into a global
hub for design and manufacturing, remains a work
in progress. It’s a major challenge to dovetail this
flagship mission with the ‘Make for the world’
goal, which needs a booster shot to scale up India’s
export competitiveness and enhance its
participation in global supply chains.The facts are
inescapable: Merchandise exports have grown
moderately due to sluggish global demand, while
imports have increased significantly amid strong
domestic demand. When it comes to trade deficit—
the difference between imports and exports —
India finds itselfin an unenviable position vis-a-vis
the majority of its top trading partners, particularly
China. Signs of a thaw in bilateral ties might further
skew the trade situation in favour of Beijing. Global
as well as regional headwinds, besides aggravating
factors like climate change, are set to test the famed
resilience ofthe Indian economy.

has a history of disasters: in 1954, at India’s first Kumbh
after Independence, a stampede caused by the unruly run
of the Naga sadhus led to hundreds of deaths. In the last
one 12 years ago, a bridge collapse at the railway station
led to a similar tragedy, and this year, no one still has any
idea of how many lost their lives on January 29. The
blame game that follows is also a regular feature and it is
only the poor who lose their lives and meagre
belongings. No VIP suffers any discomfort or injury.
The simple folk get trodden under the bandobast for the
rich and famous. There is a lesson there for all to see and
condemn.Let me take you back to 1966, when I
witnessed the Purna Kumbh in Allahabad. I was 15 years
old then and my two older sisters and younger brother
were permitted to spend a night at the mela grounds as
my uncle was the mela officer and our parents were
unable to accompany us. Even after all these years, [ can
recall the thrill of being an anonymous girl in a swirl of
people: we all held hands as we made our way to the
river. Mind you, in those days, girls were guarded like
gold and bathing in the open alongside men was
unthinkable. And yet, as we stripped down to our basics,
there was no sense of shame or awkwardness. That
memory still warms my heart.Later, we ate poori-aloo
and halwa from a dhaba (something we would never be
normally allowed for fear of infection) and came back
with knick-knacks picked up from the colourful stalls all
along the mela. I also remember visiting the holy men
and women who had special enclosures and seeing Mata
Anandmai Ma s a distinct memory. I swear I thought she
exuded light from her radiant face as she blessed
us.Sadly, that innocent time is buried now under the
glamour and glitz of CCTV cameras, drones and what
have you. More people go there to take selfies and out of
a fear of missing out (FOMO) than genuine bhakti. And
so, the curtains come down on the grandest show on
earth.

AN B
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Union Budget fosters gig
workers’ hope for social
security

BHUBANESWAR. The announcements for social
security and healthcare in the Union Budget has
been welcomed by the gig workers in the state.

The central government will bring one crore gig
workers under PM Jan Arogya Yojana healthcare
scheme and offer them identity cards following
registration on the e-Shram portal, Union Finance
minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced in the
budget on Saturday.“Currently, we are identified
as partners by the online platforms that we work
for. But the payments are made as per the orders
delivered and there are no job benefits or security.
This is for the first time, some measures have been
announced for us. The Jan Arogya Yojana will at
least assure us of healthcare coverage,” said
Rakesh Tarenia, a delivery agent of Swiggy. Food
delivery platforms pay between Rs 30 and Rs 90
per order (no fixed delivery pattern) while for
those working in logistics delivery, get a salary
ranging from Rs 8,000 to Rs 20,000 with a fixed
schedule.Sambeet Patnaik, who is into logistics
delivery, said a long-standing demand of gig
workers for social security will be fulfilled with
their registration on e-Shram portal as it opens
access to government schemes and benefits. It is a
big step towards formalising the gig economy, he
said.Although there is no official count on how
many gig workers are currently working in the
state, former Union minister of state for Labour
and Employment Rameswar Teli had informed in
the Lok Sabha that Odisha had 52,123 workers
(27,335 male, 24,781 female, 7 transgenders) in
the sector in 2021.Sources said the number has
increased by almost 30-40 pc now as several new
online platforms have come up besides, services
like Blinkit, Instamart and popular food
aggregators Swiggy and Zomato. There are several
local online platforms too.

What does Budget 2025
mean to your money

New Delhi The Union Budget 2025 presents an
excellent opportunity for you. It is a wonderful time
to review your finances and make a projection for the
year ahead. That is similar to the announcement
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman made on
Saturday.

She presented an income and expenditure statement for
the year gone by. She also touched upon estimates for
the financial year ahead. She demonstrated an action
plan to plug economic gaps and take relevant
measures to stimulate growth. Her team worked to
allocate resources based on the global and domestic
macroeconomic picture.

Two markets react immediately to the Budget. While
equity markets reacted benignly to the finance
minister’s speech, bond markets were shut on
Saturday. Both markets want the government to be
fiscally prudent and manage the government
borrowing programme efficiently so that there is
money in the banking system for businesses to
stimulate growth. Analysts’ reactions to the
credibility of the government data were positive.

That means the government may have just ticked the
right boxes. Overall, the Budget anticipates pressure
on growth and outlines risks due to geo-politics in
2025-26. There are two ways the Budget affects you.
First is as a taxpayer and saver, and second, as an
investor.For the past few quarters, the urban
consumer has not spent enough. If you listen to
company management that rides on the money we
spend, they have produced a below-par performance.
The solution to low consumption is to put more
money in the hands of the spending class.

The new government’s first year is a good time to
please the middle class in India. It was mentioned in
The New Indian Express on Sunday that there were
barely seven taxpayers for every 100 voters in India.
While the urban middle class drives consumption, it
does not matter much to politicians as we head into
primary, provincial and general elections.

The Role of Gold in Hedging
Equity

NEW DELHI. Gold yielded the best returns across
traditional asset classes in the last quarter of 2024.
Smart investors have historically used gold as a
natural hedge in their portfolios to their equity
holdings as in periods of crisis, when equities tend
to consolidate or weaken, gold has surged. This was
clearly witnessed in the early months of 2020, when
the first Covid wave swept across the globe. After a
brief lull, it was witnessed again following the
break-out of hostilities between Russia and Ukraine
that escalated into a full-blown war. A weakening
US dollar back then and the near complete collapse
of several crypto-currencies had investors rushing
back to the relative safety of the precious yellow
metal, historically known to be the asset class of the
last refuge.Other than commodity traders who deal
in the precious metal and are not averse to selling it
when found profitable to, the rest, by and large, tend
to hoard and pass gold down their generations. This
trend is unlikely to change soon.

What has changed though is the growing number of
investors who prefer to use gold as a pure
investment avenue and accumulate it with the clear-
cut intention of profiting from it at the appropriate
time. So, what are the common investment avenues
used by those that invest in gold? Exchange traded
Funds (ETFs), Fund of Funds and till lately,
Sovereign Gold bonds.Gold ETFs are units
representing physical gold in dematerialised form.
One Gold ETF unit is equal to 1 gram of 24k gold,
and is backed by physical gold of very high purity.
Gold ETFs combine the flexibility of stock
investment and the simplicity of gold investments
and are listed at the premier stock exchanges, and
traded just like the stock of any company.

NEW DELHI.

Auto sales; Maruti, Mahindralea

Maruti Suzuki India (MSIL)
reported its highest-ever total
monthly sales tally in January

2025 with 2,12,251 units sold as

against 199,364 units sold in
January 2024.

NEW DELHI. Led by market leader
Maruti Suzuki and SUV specialist
Mahindra & Mahindra, India’s car sales
(dispatches to dealers) saw a moderate
rise in January 2025. This growth at the
start of the new year is a welcome boost
for the industry, which faced challenges
in achieving consistent growth
throughout 2024.Maruti Suzuki India
(MSIL) reported its highest-ever total
monthly sales tally in January 2025 with
2,12,251 units sold as against 199,364
units sold in January 2024. The
carmaker’s domestic dispatches last
month stood at 173,599 vehicles, up 4%
y-0-y. This is also MSIL’s highest

monthly domestic dispatches in the first
10 months of FY2025, even surpassing
the festive heavy month of October

2024 whenithad sold 159,591 units.

MSIL’s mini and compact cars bucked the
slowdown trend seen in this segment as
sales here grew to 96,488 units in
January 2025 as against 92, 382 units in
the same month last year. The maker of

d; Hyund

Thar and Scorpio SUVs- Mahindra &
Mahindra - sold 50,659 vehicles in the
domestic market in January 2025, a
growth of 18% y-o-y and overall,
52,306 vehicles, including exports.
Veejay Nakra, President of Automotive
Division, M&M, said, “Our Electric
Origin SUVs, BE6 and XEV 9E
garnered a lot of interest at the recently

al, Tata decline
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concluded Bharat Mobility Global Expo
held in New Delhi.”Hyundai Motor
India Limited (HMIL) and Tata Motors,
however, registered a decline in sales.
HMIL’s wholesales stood at 54,003
units in January 2025, a fall of 5% y-o-y.
Tata Motors’ domestic sales also took a
hit in January 2025. It sold 48,076 PVs
inJanuary 2025, a decline of 10% y-o-y.

Markets in red: Sensex drops 500 Why rupee fell past 87
points, rupee hits record low

New Delhi Benchmark stock market

indices tanked in early trade on
Monday, falling nearly 1%, reacting to
Budget 2025 and global cues, led by a
decline in IT, metal, and energy
stocks.The S&P BSE Sensex plunged
516.30 points to 76,989.66, while the
NSE Nifty50 fell by 230.90 points to
23,251.25as0f9:25AM.

Rupee also hit an all-time low,

breaching 87 per US dollar for the first
time. It fell 54 paise as US President
Donald Trump's tariffs threat shook
Asian currencies.Dr. V K
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Financial Services
said that despite an excellent Budget
the market will be under pressure from
the Trump tariffs and the heightened
global uncertainty these ‘initial round
ofttariffs’ has triggered.

"It is important to understand that the

25% tariffs imposed on Mexico and
Canada are to punish them for issues
like immigration and illicit trade in
fentanyl. Trump may use tariffs again
against other countries on non-trade
issues. China’s response to the 10%

tariffs has been more responsible. For
now, they have not reacted like Mexico
and Canada by imposing tariffs on
imports from the US. Instead, they are
moving the WTO against the US

action," he added.

ITC Hotels emerged as the top performer,

surging 3.66%, while Bajaj Finance
showed strong momentum with a
2.25% rise. Eicher Motors advanced
2.21%, followed by Maruti Suzuki
India gaining 2.13%. Bajaj Finserv
completed the top gainers list with an
even 2% increase.On the losing side,
Bharat Electronics Limited witnessed
heavy selling, tumbling 5.27%.

Infrastructure major Larsen & Toubro

dropped 4.34%, while Bharat

Petroleum Corporation fell 4.01%.

Power utility NTPC declined 3.98%,

and Coal India slipped 3.67%.

The day's early trading highlighted
a clear divide, with consumer-
focused and financial stocks
finding favour while
infrastructure and energy
companies remained under
pressure.

"Now we don’t know how this will
pan out. For now, India is not
affected. Therefore, the impact
on the Indian market will be less.
But the spike in the dollar index

to above 109.6 will trigger more selling

by FIIs putting the market under
pressure. Domestic consumption
stocks will be relatively resilient since
they stand to benefit from the income
tax cuts announced in the Budget," said

Vijayakumar.All the sectoral indices

were trading in red other than Nifty

consumer durables given the tax relief
provided by the Finance Minister in her
recent budget speech.

Rupee plunges to 87.29 as Trump’s tariffs spark market turmoil

MUMBALI: The rupee, which has been

sliding since October and lost over 4%,
plunged to 87.29 in opening trade on
Monday.The drop came after US
President Donald Trump imposed 25%
tariffs on Canada and Mexico and 10%
on Chinese goods from Saturday. In
retaliation, the three nations announced
counter-tariffs on American goods.

Following this tariff wars, the dollar

index, which measures the strength of
the greenback against a basket of six
major currencies, surged 1.35% to
109.83. These currencies are the euro,
the Japanese yen, the British pound, the
Canadian dollar, the Swedish krona and
the Swiss franc. The Trump action has
sent panic in Asian markets and Dalal
Street was not immune to it. The
benchmarks fell more than 1% each in
morning trade and trading down 90 bps
at 1200 hrs.After tanking to 87.26 for
the first time in opening trade, the rupee
was trading at 87.15 at 1140 hours. The

surge in the dollar index has created a
panic in the market leading to a safe
haven demand for the American unit,
which is the world’s strongest and
safest currency. However, the
government bond yields remained
steady at 6.67% but crude spiked in
overseas markets with Brent crude, the
global benchmark, rising towards USD
76/barrel after the Trump action
fuelling supply concerns.However,
crude prices may face downward
pressure as trade tensions escalate,
potentially slowing global growth and
weakening energy demand, said market
participants. “The fear of tariffs has
come true. There is safe-haven
demand,” a dealer at a state-owned
bank said, adding more pain is on the
way for the rupee as Trump is unlikely
to leave Indian goods in his next round
of punitive tariffs.Another reason for
this that the market is fearing that the
rupee pain is likely to continue in the

near term is that the Reserve Bank has
reduced its intervention in the foreign
exchange market—as visible from the
latest forex data wherein it was reported
a marginal rise in the reserves after
losing for almost three months
continuously. “The optimism on the
back of the budget has been
compromised due to rise in US yields,”
said a dealer at a state-owned bank.
Anshul Chandak, head of treasury at
RBL Bank, expects the rupee stay
under pressure over the next 6-8
weeks.The dollar’s strength has
affected other Asian currencies as well,
including the Chinese yuan. And since
the yuan and rupee often move in the
same direction, this decline has also put
pressure on the Indian currency.The
tariffs imposed by Donald Trump have
also fuelled worries of a full-scale trade
war, with global brokerage firm
Morgan Stanley saying that “the risk of
our worst fears materialising has risen.

against US dollar to
record low

New Delhi The Indian rupee hit a record low of
over 87 against the US dollar for the first time
ever on Monday as a reaction to US President
Donald Trump’s tariffs. Asian currencies and
equities also slumped as a result of the tariffs,
which have sparked fears of a trade war.

The Indian rupee (INR) dropped to an all-time
low of Rs 87.1450 per dollar, down 0.6% from
Friday. It may be noted that the rupee has fallen
almost 4% since October 2024.

Anshul Chandak, head of treasury at RBL Bank,
told news agency Reuters that the macros “look
stacked up against the rupee”. “We expect it to
stay under pressure over the next 6-8 weeks,
Chandak said.

WHAT TRIGGERED THE SLIDE?The sharp
fall in the rupee was mainly triggered by three
executive orders signed by Trump over the
weekend. These orders imposed 25% tariffs on

Mexican and Canadian imports and 10% tariffs
on goods from China, starting Tuesday.

The new trade restrictions have boosted the value
of the US dollar, making it stronger against
most global currencies.The US dollar’s
strength has affected other Asian currencies as
well, including the Chinese yuan. And since the
yuan and rupee often move in the same
direction, this decline has also put pressure on
the Indian currency.The dollar index (which
measures the US dollar against six major
currencies) alsorose 0.3%to 109.8.

The tariffs imposed by Donald Trump have also
fuelled worries of a full-scale trade war, with
global brokerage firm Morgan Stanley saying
that “the risk of our worst fears materialising
has risen”"Risks are skewed towards further
escalation. Asia will be exposed on account of
high trade orientation and seven economies run
large trade surpluses with the US,” itadded.

Not just the rupee, but Indian stock markets also
tanked as a result of the Trump tariffs, which
overshadowed the positive impact of the Union
Budget2025.

Volkswagen sues Indian authorities

over $1

The tax dispute
began in September
2024, when Indian
authorities issued a

$1.4 billion tax notice

to Volkswagen's
Skoda Auto
Volkswagen India

Reuters.

The company has warned that this dispute
could impact its $1.5 billion investments
in India and harm the country’s foreign
investment climate, according to court

German carmaker
Volkswagen has filed a lawsuit against
Indian authorities, seeking to cancel a $1.4
billion tax demand, calling it "impossibly
enormous” and contradictory to India’s
import tax rules, reported news agency

documents reviewed by Reuters.The tax
dispute began in September 2024, when
Indian authorities issued a $1.4 billion tax
notice to Volkswagen’s Skoda Auto
Volkswagen India unit. Officials alleged
that Volkswagen misclassified its imports
to pay lower customs duties.According to
the government, Volkswagen broke down
imports of some VW, Skoda, and Audi
cars into separate components, instead of
declaring them as completely knocked

down (CKD) units.CKD units attract a
higher 30-35% import tax. Individual car
parts are taxed at a lower 5-15%
rate.Authorities claim Volkswagen
imported nearly complete vehicles in an
unassembled condition but used a
loophole to pay less tax by classifying
them as separate parts.Volkswagen’s
defence: The government knew about this
modelVolkswagen has denied any
wrongdoing and says it had been

4 billion tax notice

transparent about its import model.

The company argues that it informed
Indian authorities in 2011 about its
"part-by-part import" method and had
received official clarifications
supporting this approach.The lawsuit,
filed on January 29 in the Mumbai High
Court, as quoted by Reuters, said, "The
tax notice is in complete contradiction of
the position held by the government ...
(and) places at peril the very foundation
of faith and trust that foreign investors
would desire to have in the actions and
assurances of the
administration." Volkswagen has said it
is using all legal options while
continuing to cooperate with authorities
to ensure compliance with local and

global laws.A government source told

Reuters that if Volkswagen loses the case,

the total tax and penalty amount could

reach $2.8 billion.For context, in 2023-24,

Volkswagen India reported sales of $2.19

billion (Rs 18,100 crore) and made a net

profit of just $11 million.This means the
tax penalty could be far greater than

Volkswagen India’s annual revenue and

multiple times its profit.
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Several candidates with stints in
jail contesting Delhi polls

According to political experts, candidates having been to jail at some point, does not necessarily affect their popularity as politicians. In
some cases, if a politician does benefit in terms of public sympathy by being jailed, it does not necessarily translate into votes.

NEW DELHI. From AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal to his long-time loyalist Manish
Sisodia, riots accused Tahir Hussain and
Shifa-ur Rehman, several candidates in fray
for Delhi Assembly polls have beentojailin
connection with different cases, including
comruption and riots.

According to political experts, candidates Kejriwal has been maintaining during

having been to jail at some point, does not
necessarily affect their popularity as
politicians. In some cases, if a politician
does benefit in terms of public sympathy by
being jailed, it does not necessarily translate
nto votes.

Former Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal
was arrested ahead of Lok Sabha polls last
year in connection with amoney laundering
case related to the now-scrapped Delhi
excise policy. While he got a brief bail to
campaign for Lok Sabha polls, he was
granted an interim bail in the case in
September last year with several conditions,

Supreme Court says Kumbh
stampede unfortunate but
rejects plea: Go to High Court

including not accessing the CM
office. Two days later, he resigned as
chief minister, saying he will only
hold the post when the public declares
him honest. Party leader Atishi was
then sworn in for the post, becoming
Delhi's third woman chiefminister.

his Assembly poll campaign that he
was arrested as the BJP wanted to
project him as a "chor" (thief) but
even his "fiercest enemy” believes he
isnot corrupt.

BJP, however, has been attacking him for

wearing his stint in jail as a "badge of
honour”.Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Sunday said at a public
meeting thathe is going around and proudly
telling people about his stint in jail like he
was jailed during the freedom struggle
movement."He went to jail in connection
with a liquor case, corruption case, he

should be ashamed”. According to
Abhishek Giri, a political science professor
at Delhi University, going to jail does not
necessarily affect the election outcomes of
candidates.

"Many politicians have some or the other

criminal cases against them but not all of
them have an impact on their electoral
careers. In case of Arvind Kejriwal, he was

seer as an anti-corruption crusader,
so being jailed in a corruption case
was definitely seen as a dent in his
political image. However, I don't
think so the fact that he was jailed
will take precedence over the free
water and electricity and other
work done by AAP, when Delhiites
vote in the upcoming elections,” he
told.

Azhar Mehboob, a political science
scholar at Jamia Millia Islamia,
said whatever image people make

of apolitician when he or she is jailed, is not
always linked to voting
patterns."[rrespective of any political party,
the way people perceive political candidates
going to jail has been somewhat similar in
the past. Some politicians gain sympathy
while some oufrage but votes are polled
mostly on the basis of other factors," he
said.

Trump 2.0 policy shifts mirror India playbook?

Donald Trump's policy shifts in his second term as the United States President mirror

India playbook - prioritisution of national interests over traditional alliances.

NEW DELHIL*“Why should India pay
higher prices just fo make you (Europe)

and Canada, declaring that “It will all
be worth the price that must be paid,” he Under Trump 2.0, the United States has

foreign policy.

happy?”, India's External Aftairs
Minister S Jaishankar made a
beld statement in November
2024 amid growing criticism of
India’s oil impeorts from Russia.
As pressure mounted on India to
sever ties with Moscow amid the
Ukraine war, Jaishankar firmly

7

/

shifted its strategy, with nations
like China, Mexico, and Canada
now in the crosshairs. This pivot
aligns closely with India’s
approach to intermational relations,
where national interests trump
alliance-building. Trump has gone
now as far as to alienating
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New Delhi. The Supreme Court on Monday called the
Maha Kumbh stampede, which claimed the lives of 30
people on January 29, an "unfortunate" incident and
rejected the plea seeking action against Uttar Pradesh
officials. The court asked the petitioner, Advocate
Vishal Tiwari, to go to the Allahabad High Court. "It is
an unfortunate incident and a matter of concem, but
approach the High Court. A judicial commission has
already been constituted,” the Chief Justice of India,
Sanjiv Khanna, told Tiwari, who raised concerns over
the recurring stampede incidents. Representing the
state, senior advocate Mukul Rohtagi told the bench a
judicial probe was ongoing into the stampede incident.
He also pointed to a similar plea that is filed in the High
Court.

Delhi HC Grants Interim Bail To
Unnao Rape Case Accused Kuldeep
Sengar For Eye Surgery

The court was informed by the leader’s counsel that
Sengur’s surgery was not performed earlier on the
scheduled date due to circumstances beyond his control
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New Delhi. The Delhi High Court on Monday granted

interim bail till February 4 to expelled BJP leader and

Unnao rape case convict Kuldeep Singh Sengar for

undergoing an eye surgery. A bench of Justices

Yashwant Varma and Harish Vaidyanathan Shankar

suspended his sentence, noting that Sengar’s cataract

surgery is fixed for Tuesday at the All India Institute of

Medical Sciences here. The court directed him to

surrender before the jail authorities on February 3.

... we are of the opinion that the sentence warrants to be

suspended for the purpose of applicant’s medical

procedure which is fixed for February 4, 2025 subject
to conditions identical to those set forth in December

20, 2024 order. The applicant shall surrender on

February 5 before the jail superintendent,” the bench

said. The court was informed by the leader’s counsel

that Sengar’s surgery was not performed earlier on the
scheduled date due to circumstances beyond his
control. He submitted that two more days are needed as
Sengar needs to be admitted to the AIIMS for the

medical procedure which is now fixed for February 4.

The court had earlier also granted interim bail to the
politician for the surgery. The plea was opposed by the
survivor’s lawyer who argued that Sengar could not be
given interimbail endlessly.

Sengar’s plea for extension of interim bail, which formed
part of his appeal against the December 2019 frial
court’s verdict in the rape case, is pending before the
high court. He has sought setting aside ofhis conviction
and sentence. The minor girl was allegedly kidnapped
andraped by Sengarin2017.

Therape case and other connected cases were transferred
to Delhi from a frial court in Uttar Pradesh on the
directions ofthe Supreme Court on August 1,2019.

defended India’s posifion,
reiterating, “Is that a problem?
Why should that be a problem?”
This unapologetic
stance—balancing (ies with the
US while maintaining trade with
Russia—echoes the very
philosophy that US President Donald
Trump has embraced now in his
economic policies. When Trump
imposed tariffs on allies like Mexico

underscored the prioritisation of
national interests over traditional
alliances—a strategy that mirrors
India's longstanding approach to

{raditional partners. Trump's
"America First” mantra, which
sparked a trade war through
sweeping tariffs, reflects a similar
philosophy: prioritising self-
interest over multilateral
cooperation, regardless of
criticism. In many ways, Trump's
policies appear to be a clear adaptation
of India's approach, marking a new
chapter in US foreign policy.

Supreme Court seeks report on audio clips
alleging Biren Singh's role in violence

NEW DELHI The Supreme
Court on Monday sought a
report from the Central

A two-judge bench comprising Chief

and valley districts,
leading to a dip in
incidents of firing in

Forensic Science Laboratory

Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna and

peripheral areas.

on leaked audio clips
suggesting Manipur Chief
Minister N Biren Singh's
alleged involvement in the

Justice Sanjay Kumar sought the

report based on a writ petition filed
by the Kuki Organization for Human

Appearing for the Kuki
organisation, lawyer
Prashant Bhushan said

state's ongoing ethnic violence
that has killed more than 200
people and left thousands
homeless since it first erupted
inMay 2023,

A two-judge bench comprising
Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna and Justice Sanjay
Kumar sought the report based
on a writ petition filed by the Kuki

clips. The bench has scheduled the
nexthearing for March 24.

The ethnic violence in Manipur
erupted on May 3, 2023, between the
majority Meiteis and the Kukis over
quotas and economic benefits. The

S
Organization for Human Rights
Trust, which has called for an
independent probe into the alleged | l

Rights Trust, which has called for an
independent probe into the alleged

Cenfre has deployed forces in
vulnerable zones bordering the hill

the aundio clips were
examined by Truth Labs -
- the country's only full-
fledged independent
forensic science lab based
inDelhi.
The lab certified that the
voice in the clips was a 93
per cent match to that of Biren
Singh's. Bhushan told the
court that the recording took
place at a closed-door
meeting, in which the Chief
Minister can be heard saying
that he ensured protection to
the Meitei community from
arrest and also allowed them
to steal from the state armoury,
reports LiveLaw.

3 in custody over rape-
murder of Dalit woman
in Ayodhya

The naked body of the woman, who was
reported missing since Januarv 27, was
found near a canal on Saturdav. Her
familv has claimed that her eves were
missing and there were marks of deep
injuries, as well as fractures.

=

NEW DELHL. Police in Ayodhya have taken three
people into custody in connection to the rape and
murder of a Dalit woman, whose naked body was
found near a canal over the weekend. Although
there were no immediate details on the accused,
authorities were expected to provide information
during a press conference later in the day.

The 22-year-old woman had been missing since
January 27. Her family has claimed that she was
murdered and alleged that the body bore deep cut
marks, fractures and the eyes were alsomissing,

After lodging a missing complaint, her family
launched a search operation. The woman's
brother-in-law found the body on Saturday near
the canal, located about 500 metres away from
the victim's village. Locals have claimed that the
woman's sister and two other women fainted on
seeing the horrific condition of the body, news
agency PTIreported.

A police officer has confirmed that the body has
been sent for post-mortem and the cause of death
will be ascertained once the reports are in. The
family has also accused the police of negligence,
saying that a search operation for the woman was
not launched immediately despite the filing of
the missing report. On Monday, Nagina MP
Chandrashekhar Azad protested in front of the
BR Ambedkar statue in Parlhiament against the
case. Azad, president of Azad Samaj Party
(Kanshi Ram), slammed the state police for
inaction and told Aaj Tak, India Today's sister
channel, that there was no response for three days
until the body was found by the victim's family.

"The entire country, including myself, is feeling
the pain of this incident. No parent would like to
see their child in a condition like that of the
woman who was gang-raped and then killed. I do
not see any justice being delivered, neither by the
police nor the government, " he said.

3 in custody over rape-murder

of Dalit woman in Ayodhya

NEW DELHLI. Police in Ayodhya have taken three
people into custedy in connection to the rape and
murder of a Dalit woman, whose naked body was
found near a canal over the weekend. Although
there were no immediate details on the accused,
authorities were expected to provide information
during a press conference laterin the day.

The 22-year-old woman had been missing since
January 27. Her family has claimed that she was
murdered and alleged that the body bore deep cut
marks, fractures and the eyes were also missing.

After lodging a missing complaint, her family
launched a search operation. The woman's
brother-in-law found the body on Saturday near
the canal, located about 500 metres away from
the victim's village.

Locals have claimed that the woman's sister and
two other women fainted on seeing the horrific
condition of the body, news agency PTI reported.

A police officer has confirmed that the body has
been sent for post-mortem and the cause of death
will be ascertained oncethe reports are in.

The family has also accused the police of
negligence, saying that a search operation for the
woman was not launched immediately despite
the filing of the missing report.

On Monday, Nagina MP Chandrashekhar Azad
protested in front of the BR Ambedkar statue in
Parliament against the case. Azad, president of
Azad Samaj Party (Kanshi Ram), slammed the
state police for inaction and told Aaj Tak, India
Today's sister channel, that there was noresponse
for three days until the body was found by the
victim's family.

"The entire country, including myself, is feeling the
pain of this incident. No parent would like to see
their child in a condition like that of the woman
who was gang-raped and then killed. I do not see
any justice being delivered, neither by the police
northe government," he said.

Maha Kumbh's last Amrit Snan on Basant
Panchami, over 62 lakh take holy dip

Maha Kumbh: The Amrit Snan is the grandest and most sacred ritual of the Maha Kumbh Melaq,

attracting millions of pilgrims from around the world to the banks of the Triveni Sangam.

New Delhi. Hundreds of thousands of
devotees, saints, sadhus and akhadas
took part in the Amrit Snan on the
occasion of Basant Panchami at the
Maha Kumbh on Monday, as
Prayagraj followed Uttar Pradesh
Chief” Minister Yogi Adityanath's g

"zero error” directive for the final ot

holy bath.

At the break of dawn, different
akhadas, led by their §
Mahamandleshwars, held their
ceremonial journey towards the Triveni
Sangam and performed the Amrit Snan at
around 5 am, which is the grandest and
most sacred rifual of the Maha Kumbh
Mela, attracting millions of pilgrims from
around the world.

According to the Uttar Pradesh Information
Department, more than 62.25 lakh
devotees have taken the holy dip as of 8

am, with over 35 crore pilgrims taking
part till Sunday. On Sunday alone, about
1.20 crore people participated in the
ritual. Authorities estimate that the
number of devotees taking the holy dip is
expected fo cross 50 crore as 23 days are
still left for the Melato conclude.

For the smooth conduct of the event, a zero-
error directive was issued by the Chief

Minister, in the wake of a deadly
stampede during a previous snan on
January 29 where at least 30 people
died and over 60 were injured.

. Following tradition, the akharas of the

three sects--Sanyasi, Bairagi, and
Udaseen--are taking their holy dip in
a predetermined sequence, with the
initial groups already immersed in the
sacred confluence of the Ganga,
Yarnuna, and the mythical Saraswati.

Yogi Adityanath extended his "heartfelt
wishes" to saints and devotees on the
occasion. "Heartiest wishes to revered
saints, religious leaders, all Akharas,
Kalpvasis and devotees who sarned virtue
by taking the holy Amrit bath at the sacred
Triveni Sangam on the auspicious
occasion of Basant Panchami in Maha
Kumbh-2025, Prayagraj!," he tweeted.

So far, over 33 crore devotees have taken a

dip at the Maha Kumbh and the Uttar
Pradesh government expects a footfall of
around five crore pilgrims on Monday
alone.

To oversee the smooth conduct of the Maha
Kumbh Mela, the govemment has also
deployed two senior IAS officers, who
were part of the team that successfully
conducted the 2019 Ardh Kumbh.

Ashish Goyal and Bhanu Chandra
Goswami, who have hands-on experience
inadministration in Prayagraj, including a
deep insight into crowd management and
inter-agency coordination during the
2019 Ardh Kumbh, have joined Mela
Adhikari Vijay Kiran Anand, forming a
trio that was part of the mega fair six years
ago. The crowd control measures in the
fair area are being overseen by the
Additional Director General of Police,
Bhanu Bhaskar, himself.
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USAID security leaders on

leave after frying to keep
Musk's DOGE from classified
info, officials say

WASHINGTON. The Trump administration has
placed two top security chiefs at the U.S. Agency for
International Development on leave after they
refused to turn over classified material in restricted
areas to Elon Musk's government-inspection teams,
a current and a former U.S. official told The
Associated Press on Sunday.Members of Musk's
Department of Government Efficiency, known as
DOGE, eventually did gain access Saturday to the
aid agency's classified information, which includes
intelligence reports, the former official said.

Musk's DOGE crew lacked high-enough security
clearance to access that information, so the two
USAID security officials — John Vorhees and
deputy Brian McGill — were legally obligated to
deny access.The current and former U.S. officials
had knowledge of the incident and spoke on
condition of anonymity because they were not
authorized to share the information.It comes a day
after DOGE carried out a similar operation at the
Treasury Department, gaining access to sensitive
information including the Social Security and
Medicare customer payment systems.Musk formed
DOGE in cooperation with the new Trump
administration with the stated goal of finding ways
to fire federal workers, cut programs and slash
federal regulations.

Funeral For Slain Hezbollah

Leader Hassan Nasrallah
Set For Feb 23, Five Months
After His Killing

BEIRUT. The Lebanese Hezbollah group Sunday
announced the funeral of its longtime leader will take
place on Feb. 23, months after he was assassinated in
a series of Israeli airstrikes in a southern Beirut
suburb. Secretary-General Naim Kassem made the
announcement regarding his predecessor Hassan
Nasrallah in a prerecorded speech. It came days after
a US-brokered ceasefire agreement that ended the
war between the Lebanese militant group and Israel
was extended until February 18.

Nasrallah was killed on Sept. 27 after a series of Israeli
airstrikes struck several buildings in a southern
Beirut suburb. A top security aide said Nasrallah was
inside the militant group's war operations room when
the strikes took place. Israeli troops are still present in
parts of southern Lebanon, where under the ceasefire
agreement they are supposed to gradually withdraw
while Hezbollah's militants withdraw north of the
Litani River as Lebanese army soldiers disperse.
Residents of those villages, many waving Hezbollah
flags, have been protesting in those villages and have
scuffled with Israeli troops, which Kassem
praised.“The South says that there is no possibility
for Israel to remain in it, there is no possibility for
Israel to remain an occupier, and let everyone know
that the sacrifices, no matter how great, will
ultimately lead to the liberation of the land and the
exit of Israel,” said Kassem. Earlier on Sunday,
Israeli forces opened fire to disperse protesters in the
southern villages of Yaroun and Kfar Kila. The
Lebanese Health Ministry did not announce any
casualties.Last week, 24 protesters were killed after
Israeli troops opened fire on them, according to the
health ministry. Despite its military capabilities
largely destroyed in the war, Israel says it needs to
remain in the country longer to take out Hezbollah's
military infrastructure, including its tunnel network.

US Deals Indirect Blow To
China; Warns Panama To
Reduce Chinese Influence Or
Face 'Necessary Measures’

World Days after implementing tariffs on China and
Canada, the United States is now urging other nations
to curb Chinese influence. U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio warned Panama about China’s growing
control over the Panama Canal, calling the situation
"unacceptable" and stating that the U.S. will take
"necessary masures" if changes are not made.

During a meeting on Sunday in Panama City with
Panamanian President Jose Raul Mulino and Foreign
Minister Javier Martinez, Rubio relayed U.S.
President Donald Trump’s concerns."l met with
Panamanian President Jose Raul Mulino and Foreign
Minister @javierachapma to make clear that the
United States cannot, and will not, allow the Chinese
Communist Party to continue with its effective and
growing control over the Panama Canal area. We also
discussed efforts to end the hemisphere’s mass
migration crisis and ensure fair competition for U.S.
firms," said Rubio on X.U.S. President Donald Trump
"has made a preliminary determination that the
Chinese Communist Party’s current influence and
control over the Panama Canal area is a threat," State
Department spokesperson Tammy Bruce said in a
statement.Secretary of State Marco Rubio reinforced
this stance, calling the situation "unacceptable" and
warning that if "immediate changes" are not made, the
U.S. will take necessary measures to protect its rights
under the Treaty concerning the Permanent Neutrality
and Operation of the Panama Canal.Rubio arrived in
Panama on Saturday, marking his first official trip
since assuming the role of the United States' top
diplomat.Rubio's choice to visit Central America -
Panama, El Salvador, Costa Rica, Guatemala, and the
Dominican Republic - is intentional and meant to
drive forward the Trump agenda by "paying closer
attention to our own neighbourhood," CNN reported.
Trump in his inaugural address on January 20,
claimed that China is "operating" the Panama Canal
and US is going to "take it back" as the US has been
treated 'unfairly.'After being sworn in as the 47th US
President at the US Capitol in Washington, DC, he
said, "The United States,  mean, think of this.
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U.S. Secretary of State Rubio says Punama must reduce
Chinese influence around the canal or fuce possible US action

PANAMA CITY. U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio brought a warning to
Panamanian leader José Raul Mulino on
Sunday, "Immediately reduce what
President Donald Trump says is Chinese
influence over the Panama Canal area or
face potential retaliation from the United
States."Rubio, traveling to the Central
American country and touring the Panama
Canal on his first foreign trip as top U.S.
diplomat, held face-to-face talks with
Mulino, who has resisted pressure from the
new U.S. government over management of
awaterway that is vital to global trade.

Mulino told reporters after the meeting that
Rubio made “no real threat of retaking the
canal or the use of force."Speaking on
behalf of Trump, who has demanded that
the canal be returned to U.S. control, Rubio
told Mulino that Trump believed that
China’s presence in the canal area may
violate a treaty that led the United States to
turn the waterway over to Panama in 1999.
That treaty calls for the permanent
neutrality of the American-built canal.

“Secretary Rubio made clear that this
status quo is unacceptable and that
absent immediate changes, it would
require the United States to take
measures necessary to protect its
rights under the treaty,” the State
Department said in a summary of the
meeting.The statement was
unusually blunt in diplomatic terms,
but in keeping with the tenor and tone
Trump has set for foreign policy.
Trump has been increasing pressure
on Washington's neighbors and
allies, including the canal demand
and announcing Saturday that he was
imposing major tariffs on Canada and
Mexico. That launched a trade war by
prompting retaliation from those close
allies.

Mulino, meanwhile, called his talks with
Rubio “respectful” and “positive” and said
he did not “feel like there’s a real threat
against the treaty and its validity."The
president did say Panama would not be
renewing its agreement with China’s Belt

and Road Initiative when it expires.

Panama joined the initiative, which
promotes and funds infrastructure and
development projects that critics say leave
poor member countries heavily indebted to
China, after dropping diplomatic
recognition of Taiwan and recognizing
Beijing.Rubio later toured the canal at
sunset with its administrator, Ricaurte
Vasquez, who has said the waterway will
remain in Panama's hands and open to all
countries. Rubio crossed the lock and

visited the control tower,
looking down over the water
below, where a red tanker was
passing through.

Earlier, about 200 people
marched in the capital,
carrying Panamanian flags and
shouting “Marco Rubio out of
Panama,” “Long live national
sovereignty” and “One
territory, one flag” while the
meeting was going on. Some
burned a banner with images of
Trump and Rubio after being

stopped short of the presidential palace by

riot police.Rubio also pressed Trump’s top
focus — curbing illegal immigration —
telling Panama's president that it was
important to collaborate on the work and
thanked him for taking back migrants.

Rubio’s trip, however, comes as a U.S.

foreign aid funding freeze and stop-work

orders have shut down U.S.-funded
programs targeting illegal migration and
crime in Central American countries.

Aid is surging into Gaza under ceasefire; s it helping

JERUSALEM. Two weeks after the
ceasefire between Hamas and Israel
took effect, aid is flooding into the
Gaza Strip, bringing relief to a territory
suffering from hunger, mass
displacement and devastation
following 15 months of war.

But Palestinians and aid workers say it’s

still an uphill battle to ensure the [

assistance reaches everyone. And
looming large is the possibility that
fighting will resume if the ceasefire
breaks down after the six-week first
phase.As part of the ceasefire
agreement, Israel said it would allow
600 aid trucks into Gaza each day, a
major increase. Israel estimates that at
least 4,200 trucks have entered each
week since the ceasefire took hold.
Humanitarian groups sa aid distribution
is complicated by destroyed or
damaged roads, Israeli inspections and
the threat of unexploded bombs.On
Saturday, Samir Abu Holi, 68, watched
over a food-distribution point in
Jabaliya, an area in northern Gaza
razed to the ground during multiple
Israeli offensives, the most recent of

which cut off nearly all aid for over a
month.“T have more than 10 children.
All of them need milk and food. Before
the ceasefire, we used to provide food
with difficulty,” he said. “Today there
is a little relief."Here’s a closer look at

the aid situation.The main U.N. food
agency, the World Food Program, said
it dispersed more food to Palestinians
in Gaza during the first four days of the
ceasefire than it did, on average, during
any month of the war. Over 32,000
metric tons of aid have entered Gaza
since the ceasefire, the agency said last
week.Aid is now entering through two
crossings in the north and one in the

south. Aid agencies said they are
opening bakeries and handing out high-
energy biscuits, and Hamas police have
returned to the streets to help restore
order.Before the ceasefire, aid
organizations said delivery was
complicated by armed gangs looting
the trucks, attacks on aid workers,
arduous Israeli inspections and
difficulties coordinating with
COGAT, the Israeli military body
charged with facilitating aid. Israel
blamed the U.N. and humanitarian
organizations for failing to deliver aid
once it reached Gaza.There’s now the
“political will to make everything else
work,” said Tania Hary, executive
director of Gisha, an Israeli
organization dedicated to protecting
Palestinians’ right to move freely
within Gaza.“COGAT is fast-tracking
responses to coordination requests. It’s
allowing two crossings instead of one
to operate in the north. The ceasefire is
allowing Hamas forces to operate
freely to stop looting ... and the lack of
hostilities allow aid agencies to move
freely and safely,” Hary said.

Move To Safe Locations Immediately': Embassy
Issues Advisory For Indians In Congo

Congo Crisis. Violence in the Central
African nation of Congo has reached its
peak, with rebels seizing control of the
capital, Goma. Amid the escalating
insurgency, millions of people are
trapped in the region. They are left with
only two options—either seek refuge
with the weak and disorganized
national army or flee to neighbouring
Rwanda, which has been accused of
supporting the March-23 or M-23
rebels. The Indian Embassy in

Kinshasa has issued an advisory for

Indian nationals urging them to move
to safe locations immediately."The
Embassy of India in Kinshasa is closely
monitoring the security situation in
eastern Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC). We have noted the

reports of M23 rebel movements !

towards Bukavu, located around 200
kms from Goma. Given the potential
for instability in the region, all Indian
nationals residing in Bukavu are
advised to depart to safer locations
while the airports, borders and
commercial routes are still open. We
strongly recommend against any travel
to Bukavu," said the Indian Embassy in
Congo.The Embassy also said it is

limited in its ability to provide consular
services/ assistance under the present
circumstances. It asked Indians to carry
their essential identity and travel
documents all the time besides keeping
necessary items like medicine,
clothing, and food. It also asked Indians
to prepare a personal emergency plan
that doesn’t rely upon support of the
Indian Embassy.Since the rebels took

control, Congo’s army has been unable
to protect the civilians, making the
situation increasingly dire. The crisis is
especially severe for women and
children. Hundreds of residents have
been displaced from Goma, and despite
calls from the rebels to return home,
fear keeps them from doing so. Reports

indicate that rebels are breaking into
homes and committing sexual violence
against women and gitls, forcing many
to flee for safety.Congolese officials
have reported that at least 773 people
have been killed in clashes with

Rwanda-backed rebels in and around

Goma. The ongoing conflict, which has

lasted for over a decade, has now

resulted in the city’s capture by
insurgents. Authorities have
confirmed 773 bodies in morgues
and hospitals, along with 2,880
injured individuals. Officials warn
that the death toll may continue to
rise. What Is M-23- Reason Behind
Congo Crisis?

The M23 rebel group, named after the
March 23, 2009, peace agreement
that ended a previous Tutsi-led
uprising in eastern Congo, is the
latest in a series of Tutsi-led
insurgencies opposing the Congolese

government. The group reignited its

rebellion in 2022, alleging that the

Congolese government failed to honor

the peace deal, particularly in

integrating Congolese Tutsis into the
national army and government
structures.

North Korea slams US
Secretary of State Rubio for
calling it a 'rogue state',

dismisses remark as 'nonsense’

SEOUL. North Korea on Monday criticised Marco

Rubio for calling the country a "rogue state",
dismissing a comment made by the top US diplomat
during arecent interview as "nonsense".

In Pyongyang's first public denunciation of the new

Trump administration, a foreign ministry spokesman
said that the nuclear-armed country would "never
tolerate any provocation of the US".North Korea "will
take tough counteraction", against any US actions,
according to a statement carried on state news service
KCNA.The comments come after US President
Donald Trump said he would "reach out" to North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, after previously meeting
with him during his first term.In a recent radio
interview, Rubio mentioned North Korea and Iran as
"rogue states" that "you have to deal with" when
making foreign policy decisions.The foreign ministry

spokesman dismissed Rubio's "nonsense" remarks,
which "thoughtlessly tarnish the image of a sovereign
state as a grave political provocation".

Rubio's comments were "nothing new" and "it would be

more surprising if he had said (a) good word about the
DPRK", he added, using the official acronym for the
North.Issued from such a high level -- the foreign
ministry -- Pyongyang's statement carries "significant
weight" according to analyst Hong Min.

"The statement interestingly is a mixed signal," said

Hong, a senior analyst at the Korea Institute for
National Unification."While it outwardly criticises the
US, the statement subtly outlines North Korea's
expectations. Essentially, it's providing a guide for how
North Korea hopes the Trump administration will
approach diplomacy moving forward," he told AFP.

Largely cut off from the world diplomatically and

economically, and under a bevy of sanctions, North
Korea's nuclear weapons programme has been a major
thorn in the side of the United States for years.

Eyeing Trump and Putin, EU, UK,
NATO leaders talk defence

world. EU leaders huddle Monday with
Britain's prime minister and the head of
NATO to discuss efforts to boost Europe's
defences faced with an aggressive Russia --
as Donald Trump demands America's allies
spend much more.The gathering in
Brussels is billed as a "triple first": the first
time the European Union's 27 leaders meet
since the US president's inauguration, their
first-ever dedicated talks on defence and
their first with a British premier since
Brexit.European nations have ramped up
their military budgets since Russia
launched its all-out invasion of Ukraine
almost three years ago.But officials
concede they are still not arming
themselves fast enough as warnings grow
that Moscow could attack one of their own
in the coming years. Trump's return to the
White House has given a fresh jolt to the
debate -- with the volatile leader saying
Europe can no longer take US protection
for granted. Trump insists NATO countries
more than double their current defence

spending target to five percent of GDP, a
goal out of reach for many.He has also
vowed to bring a quick end to Russia's war
in Ukraine, leaving Europeans fearful he
could sideline them and force Kyiv into a
bad deal.But it is not just about the spectre
of Washington pulling back from Europe --
Trump has rattled US allies with a series of
direct threats.Denmark's prime minister --
who made a tour of several capitals last
week -- is expected to seek a common line
on Trump's insistence that he wants
Greenland.And there will certainly be
discussions on Trump's pledge to impose
tariffs on the EU -- which has vowed to
respond "firmly" if targeted.Question of
howGiven the looming menace from
Russia, there is widespread consensus
across Europe on the need to step up on
defence.The problem is there is not yet
agreement on what exactly that entails."It's
very clear for everyone around the table
that investment must increase," an EU
official said."It is not a question of if, it is a

question of how."Brussels estimates the
bloc needs to invest an extra 500 billion
euros ($510 billion) on defence over the
next decade.Key dividing lines revolve
around how to fund the required
investment, whether EU cash should be
spent only on EU arms, and what role
NATO should play.There is also a
geographical split, with countries closer to
Russia already doing far more than those
further to West.Funding is the major
question, with a number of member states

pushing for massive joint EU
borrowing.But Germany -- which
faces a fraught election this month --
has tried to shut down discussion of
that sensitive topic."The worry is this
meeting might become just another
box-ticking exercise if we don't
discuss the elephant in the room of
financing," one EU diplomat
said.With no sign of movement on
that, EU states have called for the
bloc's lending arm, the EIB, to drop
limits on lending to defence firms.On
weapons, France -- long accused of caring
more for its own industry -- insists arms
should be bought in the EU.Others counter
that countries should look to whoever can
supply quickest.Buying from the United
States could also be a way to keep Trump on
side, they argue. The division of labour with
NATO is also in the spotlight as some in the
EU say Brussels should be involved in
setting targets for what countries require --
asuggestion that has riled NATO.
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Mumbai spell will give
Mohammed Shami confidence
for ODI cricket: Parthiv Patel

New Delhi Former India cricketer-turned-
commentator Parthiv Patel believes
Mohammed Shami’s impactful spell in
India’s fifth T20I victory over England will
serve as a major confidence booster ahead of
the upcoming ODI series and the Champions
Trophy. Shami, returning to the national team
after a lengthy injury layoff, marked his
comeback with a stellar 3/25 spell in Mumbai
on February 3, helping India dismantle
England by 150 runs.Shami had gone wicket-
less in his first match back during the third
T20I in Rajkot, but he bounced back
emphatically at the Wankhede Stadium.
Speaking to Star Sports post-match, Patel
emphasised how this performance could
reignite Shami’s rhythm in ODI cricket,
which will be crucial given India’s busy 50-
over schedule. With the Champions Trophy
just weeks away, the veteran pacer’s return to
form strengthens India’s pace attack at a vital
juncture.

IND vs ENG, 5th T20I: Highlights

He (Shami) got his
first wickets after
444 days without
international
cricket. He came
and didn't have a
good first-over,
but you need a bit
of luck,
obviously. To be
out of
international

cricket for so

long, it's not easy,
and especially when you're coming in on a
very flat wicket, where the opposition are
going to go after you because you are chasing
247" Parthiv Patel said."Good that Shami
got a couple of wickets. Just to get a couple of
wickets will give Shami that confidence for
going into 50-over cricket," he added.

In Mumbai, Shami replaced Arshdeep Singh in
the playing XI, and the decision proved to be
fruitful. His ability to generate movement
and exploit England’s aggressive intent
played a crucial role in India’s dominant win.
Although his spell was somewhat
overshadowed by Abhishek Sharma’s
blistering 135 off 54 balls—highlighted by a
record-breaking 37-ball century—Shami’s
return to wicket-taking form was one of the
biggest positives for India.Shami’s
experience and skill will be invaluable as he
will now join India’s ODI squad for the three-
match series against England, starting
February 6 in Nagpur. The upcoming series
will serve as a testing ground for India’s
combinations ahead of the Champions
Trophy, where Shami is already named in the
15-member squad. His ability to lead the pace
attack alongside Jasprit Bumrah will be key
as India fine-tunes its strategies for the high-
stakes tournament.

Tata Steel champion
Praggnanandhaa jokes
about gifting Erigaisi for
beating Gukesh

New Delhi Indian chess grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa secured the 2025 Tata Steel
Chess Championship in a thrilling finale,
overcoming reigning world champion D
Gukesh in a sudden-death tiebreaker.
However, his path to victory was
significantly shaped by fellow Indian
grandmaster Arjun Erigaisi, whose crucial
win over Gukesh in the final round of
classical play forced the title decider.

Acknowledging Erigaisi’s role in his triumph,
Praggnanandhaa humorously suggested that
he owed him a gesture of gratitude. Speaking
after the final, Praggnanandhaa reflected on
how unexpected Erigaisi’s win had been and
how it ultimately kept him in contention for
the title. He admitted that he had not
anticipated the match unfolding in such a
way but was grateful for the opportunity to
compete in the tiebreaker.

“Should probably by something for Arjun,

yeah? I didn’t really expect (Arjun to beat
Gukesh). Because at some point felt that
Gukesh was actually better. When I saw the
result (of Gukesh vs Arjun), I had already
misplayed and I was in such a difficult
position that I could not really do much than
sit and defend. I didn’t think practically I had
any chance in my own position,”
Praggnanandhaa said. The tournament’s final
day saw a dramatic shift in momentum.
Praggnanandhaa’s defeat to Vincent Keymer
in Round 13 had seemingly dented his title
hopes, while Gukesh needed only a draw
against Erigaisi to secure the championship.
However, Erigaisi played fearlessly, handing
Gukesh a defeat and ensuring that both he
and Praggnanandhaa finished with 8.5 points
each, leading to the tiebreak
showdown.Yeah, for sure. When I came
here, I wanted to win the event. But the field

New Delhi

was very strong. I didn’t really think about it
much until yesterday. Can’t really express
it.. I'm really happy,” Praggnanandhaa
added.The two-game blitz tiebreaker began
with Gukesh drawing first blood, winning
the first game with the white pieces.

BCCl announces Rs 5 crore reward for India's
Under-19 women's team after World Cup win

«1he BCCl announced a cash

prize of Rs 5 crore for the
Indian team after their
triumph in the 1CC Women's
Under 19 World Cup in
Malaysia. India beat South
Africa by nine wickets in the
final to clinch their second
consecutive title.

New Delhi The BCCI (Board of Control for
Cricket in India) announced a cash prize of
Rs 5 crore for India’s Under-19 women’s
team after their World Cup triumph on
Sunday, February 2 at Bayuemas Oval,
Kuala Lumpur. India hammered South
Africa by nine wickets in the final as they
successfully defended their title by
remaining unbeaten throughout the
tournament, winning seven matches in a
row.To honour the achievements of young

girls, the Indian Cricket Board announced a
cash reward for the entire team and the
support staff. The board also praised the
team for their remarkable performance as
they dominated all their opponents to once
again stamp their authority as ‘world

champions’in their age group.

"The Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) extends its heartfelt congratulations
to the India Under-19 women's team for
successfully defending their title at the ICC
Under-19 Women's T20 World Cup 2025 in

Yuvraj Singh was the one who believed in me,
it's all because of him: Abhishek Sharma

New Delhi India’s young batting sensation
Abhishek Sharma credited legendary India
all-rounder Yuvraj Singh for shaping his
career after his breathtaking century vs
England at Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai.
Abhishek set the stadium ablaze with
his belligerent strokeplay, smashing
England bowlers to all corners of the
ground.He slammed the second fastest
half century in the format for India in
just 17 balls and further brought up his
hundred off 37 deliveries. Abhishek
clobbered 13 maximums, a record for
India, along with seven fours, en route
to the highest score by an Indian in
T20Is (135 off 54 balls).Following his
record-shattering innings, Abhishek
credited his idol Yuvraj Singh for
instilling the belief of playing for the
country in him at a very young age and said
that he always believed in him.“Yuvi Paaji
(Yuvraj Singh) was the one who put all these
things in my mind three-four years back. He
was the one who believed in me, I would say.
Obviously, when someone like Yuvraj Singh

-

is telling you that you are going to play for
the country and you’re going to win the
matches. You obviously yourself try to think
all these things that okay ‘I will play for
India and I will do my best’,” said Abhishek

in the post-match press
conference.Furthermore, Abhishek spoke
about his bond with the former India star and
revealed that he talks to him after every
game.He has played a major role in my
cricketing year. As I’ve told before also, it’s

all because of him because the way he has

treated me in the past and every innings. He’s
someone who’s always there for me, I
always talk to him after every game. He’s the
one guy I’ve always listened to and I think he
knows better than me so I believe that,” he
added.

India win the series by 4-1

| Courtesy of Abhishek’s sensational hundred,

India posted a massive score of 247/9 in
their allotted 20 overs. In reply, England
were bundled out for just 97 in 10.3 overs
with only Philip Salt putting up some fight
with his half century (55 off 23).

Mohammed Shami was the pick of the
bowlers for India with figures of 3/25 in 2.3
overs while Varun Chakravarthy (2/25),
Shivam Dube (2/11) and Abhishek Sharma
(2/3) picked up two wickets each to trigger
the England collapse. Abhishek was
deservedly adjudged Player of the Match for
his century and a couple of wickets, while
Chakravarthy took home the Player of the
Series award for scalping 14 wickets across
five matches.

India's 7201 domination over England shows
Gambhir needs transition in Test cricket

New Delhi We don't want to fear losing a
game. We want to get to a total of 250-260,
and at times we will get bowled out for 120,
but we are on the right track. We are going to
do this going forward, got to play
fearless cricket. We want to keep
backing players like Abhishek Sharma.
We have to be patient with these boys,
it's important to keep backing them.
Most of these boys believe in the
ideology of playing fearless
cricket."This was the message from
Gautam Gambhir right after India
trounced England at the Wankhede
stadium to win the series 4-1. Gambhir
certainly has seen his magic work when |
it comes to T20 cricket as his approach
and mantra have worked wonders. First,
itwas with KKR as they ended a title drought
and won the IPL title. Then he was handed
the reins of the Indian team in all 3 formats.
What has followed since that, hasn't been the
best of times for the former opener.

His ODI side failed against Sri Lanka and then
the Test team side lost 0-3 to New Zealand at
home and 1-3 to Australia in the Border-

Gavaskar Trophy. The noise certainly amped
up after the losses in the longest format of the
game. But one place Gambhir was able to get
success was the T20I format, as the Indian

sl
|

team have looked unstoppable since their
T20 World Cup win.The main reason for this
has been the transition that has taken place,
which Gambhir needs in Tests as well.

The T20I side is almost unrecognisable yet
deliversIf you look at the team that won the
T20 World Cup and the one that played the
match at the Wankhede, it's almost
unrecognisable. There is no Rohit Sharma

and Virat Kohli at the top and Ravindra

Jadeja to be the bowling all-rounder in the

side.Kohli and Rohit have been replaced by

Abhishek Sharma and Sanju Samson at the
top with Yashasvi Jaiswal waiting in
the wings. The spin attack has vastly
improved, with Varun
Chakaravarthy, Ravi Bishnoi and
Axar Patel doing the job that Jadeja
did for many years.Obviously, the
likes of Jasprit Bumrah will come
straight into the side during big
tournaments, but Arshdeep Singh has
shown that he can be the leader of the
pace attack.

In all these areas, India have been able
to phase out the seniors with young
blood. Butit's not just about youth.

Adapting to the mantra

Whenever a new system comes into place, for
itto work, you need the right players. Having
someone like KL Rahul, who is known to
take his time at the start, may not yield the
same result as having a fearless Abhishek go
off fromball one.

Malaysia. To honour this remarkable
achievement, the BCCI has
announced a cash reward of INR 5
crore for the victorious squad and
support staff, led by head coach
Nooshin Al Khadeer," said BCCl in a
statement.Coming back to the match,
after opting to bat first, South Africa
were rocked by the early dismissals of
openers Simone Lourens and Jemma
Botha. From there on, there was no
comeback for the Proteas women as
the Indian spin attack comprising
Parunika Sisodia (2/6), Aayushi
Shukla (2/9), Vaishnavi Sharma
(2/23) and Gongadi Trisha (3/15) ran
through their batting order.As a
result, they were bundled out for just
82 setting India a modest target to
defend their crown. In reply, the
Women in Blue started strong with
Trisha taking the attack on the South
Africanbowlers.
G Kamalini (8) was the only batter to
fall from India as Trisha and Sanika
Chalke (26 off 22) guided their team home
injust 11.2 overs winning the match by nine
wickets. Their efforts helped India
women’s win their second successive
Under-19 crown as they emerged victorious
inthe 12-team tournament.

Gambhir's high praise for
Abhishek's century vs England:
Haven't seen one like this

New Delhi India head coach Gautam Gambhir

lavished praise on Abhishek Sharma
following his breathtaking century in the fifth
T20I against England in Mumbai on February
2. Gambhir, in awe of the young left-hander’s
fearless stroke play, called it the best T20I
knock he has ever witnessed. What stood out
for Gambhir was Abhishek’s aggressive
intent against England’s world-class pace
attack, featuring the likes of Jofra Archer and
Mark Wood—something he described as
daring and unique in modern T20
cricket.Abhishek lit up the Wankhede
Stadium with a sensational 135 off just 54
balls, reaching his century in only 37
deliveries. His explosive knock left both
England and Indian fans stunned, playing a
crucial role in India's commanding 150-run
victory. With a daunting 248-run target set,
England crumbled under pressure and were
dismissed for a mere 97 runs. Speaking to Star

Sports after the match, Gambhir heaped
praise on Abhishek’s fearlessness,
emphasising that very few batters would take
on a high-quality pace attack with such
audacity while also commending his
calculated shot selection." haven't seen a T20
hundred like this. And against an attack like
this where you've got Jofra Archer and Mark
Wood bowling at 150 consistently. Yeah, you
might see a lot of T20 hundreds in IPL, but the
quality of the attack, which was in front of him
and for a young boy, I think taking them on
from ball one was probably the best,"
Gambhir said.Interestingly, Abhishek’s
approach in this innings had a rare moment of
restraint. The southpaw, known for his
aggressive batting throughout an innings,
raced to his fifty in just 17 balls but took
another 20 deliveries to reach his century.
This slight slowdown was uncharacteristic for
Abhishek, who generally goes attacking from
the get-go, best shown in his rise since his
breakthrough IPL 2024 campaign with
Sunrisers Hyderabad.While Abhishek’s
batting heroics stole the show, he also made an
impact with the ball. Chipping in with a handy
spell of 2/3, he played a part in dismantling
England’s ‘Bazball’ approach, alongside
Mohammed Shami, who led the bowling
attack with figures of 3/25.

Manchester United’s Ruben Amorim calls
Lisandro Marhnez |n|ury serlous situation’

Ruben Amorim expressed concern
over Lisandro Martinez's injury,
calling it serious, as Manchester
United's defensive depth faces a
major challenge following the
centre-back's stretchered exit in
their 2-0 defeat to Crystal Palace.

Manchester United manager
Ruben Amorim expressed significant
concern over the injury sustained by his
centre-back, Lisandro Martinez, during the
club's 2-0 defeat to Crystal Palace on
February 2. The injury occurred in the 76th
minute of the Premier League clash when
Martinez was stretchered off the field
following a heavy on-ball challenge with
Palace winger Ismaila Sarr. The injury has

raised concerns that the Argentine may be
facing another extended spell on the
sidelines, adding to United's growing injury
woes.The defeat, which saw Jean-Philippe
Mateta score a brace for Palace, further
highlighted the Red Devils’ ongoing
struggles with consistency. However, the
injury to Martinez took centre stage, casting a

dark shadow over the team’s already fragile
defence. Speaking after the match, Amorim
was clearly shaken by the injury, calling it a
“serious situation” and stressing that it could
be a significant blow to United's defensive
depth.We are going to see in the next days but
[ think it is a serious situation. He is not only a
great player but a strong character in the

dressing room. He felt it and when you are a
player, you know when it is something
serious," Amorim said.Martinez had
previously endured a lengthy absence in his
first season with United in 2022, spending
almost a full year on the sidelines due to a
metatarsal injury. This has only heightened
the anxiety surrounding the current injury,
with concerns that the centre-back might
face a similarly lengthy period of recovery.

The manager now faces the task of finding a

suitable replacement for the Argentine in the
starting lineup, with Mathijs De Ligt coming
on as his substitute against Palace. De Ligt
will now be one of the prime candidates to
partner with Harry Maguire in central
defense, alongside Lenny Yoro, should
Martinez be sidelined for an extended period,
or in the worst-case scenario, the remainder
of the season.The potential loss of Martinez,
coupled with United's current form, leaves
Amorim with plenty to think about as he
looks to steady the ship amid mounting
concerns for both the defense and the overall
team performance.
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Ashneer Grover reignites his feud with
Salman Khan, challenging Khan's

claim of not knowing him. Uorfi Javed
dlso commented on the drama in a

viral video.

or

Jave

SLAMS Ashneer Grover Over

Saiman Khan Comment
'Ab Yeh Unke Samne Bolke Dikha’

ormer Shark Tank India judge Ashneer Grover is back in the spotlight, and this
time, it’s for taking another dig at Salman Khan. This comes just months after
their dramatic encounter on Bigg Boss 18 Weekend Ka Vaarin November 2024,
where Khan had called out Grover for his previous remarks about him. Despite
apologising to Salman, Grover seems to have found another opportunity to slam the
actor, claiming that Salman has taken a “faltu panga" with him.
The drama doesn’t end there! Uorfi Javed, never one to stay silent, couldn’t resist
commenting on Grover’s viral video. She took to her Instagram story, writing, “Bas
abye Salman k samne bolk dikha! This guy Salman’s competition?”
related stories
Avideo that has gone viral on social media shows Ashneer Grover addressing students
at NIT Kurukshetra. He called out Salman Khan for saying that he didn’t even know
his name. The video shows Ashneer saying, “Faltu ka panga leke apna competition
khada kiva usne. Main toh shanti se gaya tha jab mereko bulaya. Ab drama create
karna ke liye aap kisiko bol do, arey main toh aapse mila hi nahi. I don’t even know
your name. Abey naam nahi jaanta toh bulaaya kyun tha? (He created unnecessary
competition by picking a fight. Thad gone peacefully when I was called. And now, to

create drama, he’s telling everyone, ‘Oh, I never even met you. I don’t even know
yourname.’ [f you didn’t know my name, then why did you call me?).”

Ashneer Grover Challenges Salman Khan’s Claim Of Never Having Met Before
On Bigg Boss 18, Salman Khan mentioned that he never met Ashneer Grover before.
Denying this claim, Ashneer said, “Aur ek baat main bata deta hun. Tum agar meri
company ke brand ambassador the toh aisa nahi ho sakta ki tum merese bina mile
brand ambassador ban gaye. Mai bhikamino ki tarah hi company chalata tha.
Everything had to go through me."” (And let me tell you one more thing. If you are the
brand ambassador of my company, it wouldn’t have been possible for you to become
the brand ambassador without meeting me. I ran my company like aruthless person.

Everything had to go throughme)."

Lauds Karnataka Government’s Circular

To Facilitate ‘Right To Die With Dignity’

A Kajol

“» Kajol praised the

| Karnataka government
for approving the right
to die with dignity for
the terminally ill,
linking it to her film
'Salaam Venky'. She
also shared a family
picture on Instagram.

Mumbai. The wedding was subject to wide media
scrutiny, as certain members of the media criticised
Kajol’s decision to settle down at the pinnacle of her
career. Kajol, however, maintained that she would not quit
films, but would cut down on the amount of work that she
did. The actress gave birth to their daughter, Nysa, on April
20, 2003. The couple welcomed their son on September
13, 2010 Meanwhile, Ajay celebrated 27 years ofhis film
‘Ishq’ with Kajol last year. The actor declared his love for
his wife in a unique way as he took to his Instagram, and
celebrated the film’s anniversary.

Ajay posted a heartwarming collage of 2 pictures, one
featured the couple from the sets of ‘Ishq’ while the other
was from their home. Sharing the picture, the ‘Singham
Again’ star wrote, “27 Years Of Ishq And
[SHQ" Meanwhile, on the work front, while Ajay was
recently seen in the blockbuster movie ‘Singham Again’
alongside an illustrious starcast of Bollywood biggies,
Kajol essayed the role of a cop in ‘Do Patti’ which marked
the debut of the National Award-winning actress Kriti
Sanon asthe producer.

the streaming movie ‘Do Patti’, is lauding the
Karnataka government after it approved the right to
die with dignity to those in dire need. The actress took to
the Stories section of her Instagram, and shared the paper-
cutting of the histeric move. The media report read,
“Karnataka government allows ‘right to die with dignity’
for terminally ill #righttodiewithdignity #salaamvenky".
The actress linked it to the message of her film ‘Salaam
Venky” which told the story of its titular character legally
fighting the system to be allowed to take up the route of
dignified death.
~Earlier, the actress had shared a heartwarming picture in
“which she can be seen with her son and their forry friend.
She tock to her Instagram, and shared a picture in which
she can be seen being embraced by her song Yug Devegn
while she holds their dog. She wrote in the caption, “Four
arms, four paws and one giant hug .. happy 2nd birthday to
my doggy baby”.
Kajol and Ajay Devgn tied the knot on February 24, 1999 in
a traditional Maharashtrian ceremony at Ajay’s house in

B ollywood actress Kajol, who was recently seen in

Sanjay Dutt Drops Unseen Pics
On ‘Bhidu’ Jackie Shroff’s
Birthday, Says ‘Stay The

Rockstar You Are

February 1 and received wishes from all

corners. Sanjay Dutt also took to his social
handle and shared unseen photos with the actor
to wish him on his birthday. Both actors will
share screen space in the upcoming comedy,
Housetull 5.

Jackie Shroff celebrated his birthday on

Taking to his X handle, Sanjay Dutt shared

photos of both posing for the camera. “Happy
Birthday, Bhidu! (@apnabhidu Stay the
rockstar you are!" Ayesha Shroff, the wife of
veteran actor Jackie Shroff, also shared a
heartfelt post for her husband on his 68th
birthday. The pictures from over the vears are a
reflection of the couple’s journey, which
Ayeshasaid was filled with “ups and downs".

or the cover photo, Ayesha chose a hidden gem

from her archives featuring the young couple
from their early days together. The next image
had Jackie posing in a garden, which appeared
to be decorated for Christmas. In the next few
slides, there was a clip from one of their films,
along with solo shots of Jackie and photos with
family members. In one of the pictures, their
ldds Krishna and Tiger Shroff were seen
planting a kiss on their father’s cheek. A few
sweet videos showed tender moments between
Jackie and his children. A never-before-seen
photo from their wedding was also included,
adding warmth to the birthday tribute.

In her caption, Ayesha Shroff wrote,

“Happpppppiest birthday jagggouuuu! ! what
can [ even begin to say about you!! Have grown
up with you and seen life through all the ups
and downs!! And through it all have seen you
collect the love, respect and goodwill of all you
touch with your kindness But above all of that,
you are without a doubt the best father in the
world!!! Jackie Shroff."

Jackie Shroff’s daughter Krishna Shroff also

posted a touching birthday post for the actor.
Sharing a glimpse from a father-daughter
photoshoot on Instagram stories, Krishna
wrote, “Happiest of days tomy everything."

Rasha Thadani Dances Wins Qver
Fans As She Dances To Tauba
Tauba, Vicky Kaushal REACTS

I
Rasha Thadani danced with
choreographer Bosco Martis to Vicky
Kaushal's hit song Tavba Tauba. Rasha,
daughter of Raveena Tandon, will debut
in Azaad. Vicky's next film, Chhaava,
releases February 14.

" \ %“ 'ﬁ;‘-
icky Kaushal’s Tauba Tauba became a
massive hit, and now Rasha Thadani’s Uyi
Amma has also won over fans. Adding to
the buzz, Rasha recently danced with
choreographer Bosco Martis to Tauba Tauba.
Sharing a video on Instagram, Rasha was seen
grooving to the song before Bosco joined her.
The two performed the hook step, with more
dancers later joining in. The clip ended with them
doing some fun, goofy maves. Rasha captioned
the post, “With the man himself @boscomartis
1 She further shared, “Meeting him for the
first time on the sets of Birangay, to then
grooving on Tauba Tauba, and then finally
shooting for Uyi Amma (red heart and collision
emojis}) complete genius Bosco sir, thankyou
(folded hands emoji} #bondedforlife Edited by
{@viragdubal "

Vicky Kaushal reacted to the post, saying, “Ab

Bosco Sir mujhse Uyi Amma na karva de (I hope
Bosco Sir doesn’t make me dance to Uyi
Amma)! Too smooth Rasha... keep shining!"
while Bosco responded with laughter,
“Hahahahahha.” Rasha replied to Vicky with a
red heart and folded hands emoji.

Interestingly, Bosco Martis has choreographed
both Uyi Amma from Azaad and Tauba Tauba
from Bad Newz. Rasha, daughter of Raveena
Tandon and Anil Thadani, will make her
Bollywood debut with Azaad. Directed by
Abhishek Kapoor, the film stars Ajay Devgn and
Aaman Devgan and explores themes of freedom
and self-discovery. Featwring an impressive
ensemble cast, including Ajay Devgn, Diana
Penty, Mohit Malik, and Piyush Mishra, the film
was backed by Ronnie Screwvala and Pragya
Kapoor, with Abhishek Nayyar and Abhishek
Kapoor co-producing the project.
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