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Mirror mirror on
the wall, who is
oldest of us all

It is unusual for a political leader to proclaim an
archaeological discovery, but it is hardly
surprising in today's India. In another time,
significant findings would be reported first in
reputed academic journals, published after
extensive peer review. For instance, the 1995
excavations of iron artefacts, furnaces and other
materials dating to 1800 and 1000 BC in Uttar
Pradesh were first reported in several Indian and
foreign archaeology journals. It is a tedious
process and may take years.But in the rich political
pickings at the intersection of history and identity,
time is short between elections and archaeology
canno longer be left to archaeologists.

Recall former Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar driving the excavations in Rakhigarhi, one
of the two biggest Harappan sites in India, and his
government's push to find the mythical Saraswati
river.Even Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
priestly participation in the inauguration of the
Ram temple at Ayodhya was the culmination of
decades of BJP's involvement in the efforts to
prove, including through archaeology, that the
Babri Masjid was built at the site of a temple razed
by Mughal emperor Babar.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin was only
hewing to the national trend when, on January 24,
he announced "with immense pride and
unmatched satisfaction" that he was telling the
world that "the Iron Age began on Tamil soil."
Stalin backed his announcement with the results of
two carbon dating tests and a third "luminescence"
test. The tests, carried out by two reputed Indian
institutes and a lab in the US, have established the
antiquity of iron objects excavated from
Mayiladumparai, Kilnamandi, Sivagalai and
Adichanallur to the third and fourth millennia.

At the moment, the state's Archaeology Department
has self-published the findings in a 73-page
monograph. It has congratulatory endorsements
by 10 high-profile archaeologists, including
Rakesh Tiwari, former Director General of the
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), who found
important UP Iron Age sites.If established
conclusively through other independent
assessments, including of methodologies, the
Tamil Nadu findings would be a breakthrough
development, one that challenges the neat
categories of pre-history as we know them. As yet,
no other known Iron Age site is dated earlier than
2000 BCE. The Tamil Nadu sites have been dated
between 2953 BCE and 3345 BCE. The latest
findings push the Iron Age to an antiquity of over
5,300 years and the use of smelting to about 4,000
years.With the establishment of the antiquity of
the "Tamil landscape", as Stalin described it, it is
inevitable that the DMK will claim bragging rights
inmatters of identity, pride and politics.

The findings come at the end of a decade of hyper-
active archaeological work in Tamil Nadu,
beginning with the excavations at Keezhadi in
2014. The period coincided with the start of Modi's
prime-ministership, when Rakhigarhi and the hunt
for Saraswati were high on the agenda of the BJP in

Budget leaves deregulation reforms on the back-burner

The Budget has left the task of deepening economic reforms unfinished in the critical areas of deregulation and ease-of-doing business.

The need to push urban consumption as well as to satisfy a

large voter constituency seems to have been a major
driver behind the 2025-26 Budget proposals. The
unprecedented tax exemptions for incomes up to Rs 12
lakh annually comes as a bonanza for a middle class that
had been carping for years over the excessive revenue
burden on its shoulders. Yet, the government has
managed to continue striding towards fiscal
consolidation by bringing the fiscal deficit target down to
4.4 per cent from the 4.8 per centachieved in FY 2025.

The other areas of revenue inflow are slated to be a much

larger asset monetisation programme while the public
sector disinvestment target is also ambitious despite
having failed to meet goals set in the past few years.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman's eighth set of budget

proposals has much more than just the big bang income
tax relief, though it tends to overshadow the other
elements. The leap to the Rs 12-lakh income level is
bound to be controversial, given the arguments that taxes
should be levied at levels close to a country's per capita
income. Yet, with personal income tax confined to a small
proportion of the population — roughly two per cent — it
is unreasonable to expect this segment to bear such a large
burden.hough indirect levies are borne by all citizens,
direct tax collections are derived either from corporates
or individuals, largely in the middle class category. In
fact, personal income tax inflows are lately reported to be
exceeding corporate tax revenues. So, this year's relief is
an overdue concession.The presumption is this will
revive urban consumption, which has been sluggish in the
past year. The Economic Survey touched on the issue and
called upon corporates to raise wages and compensation
to boost demand. Tellingly, it commented on the fact that
the industries are "swimming in profits" while salaries are
not rising commensurately.In fact, increasingly, it seems
private industry is putting all the onus on the state for
economic development. For instance, industry
associations had earlier called for higher public spending
of up to 25 per cent in FY 2026. It stands to reason,
however, that public capital expenditure cannot be
increased ad infinitum. The Budget proposals envisage a
10 per cent rise in capex over the revised estimates of
FY2025. This follows several years of double-digit
increases in public spending. The state is rightly signaling
that it is time for the private sector to play its due role in
economic revival. Economic policymakers have spoken
of the compact between government, private industry and
workers that led to Japan's economic resurgence after the
World War II. A similar compact may be difficult to
evolve here, but there is no harm in giving it a shot.

Any industry-state cooperation can be facilitated by

improving the ease-of-doing business. This Budget has
unveiled several measures to unclog the regulatory
cholesterol in the system. There is a flaw, however, in the
very first step of setting up a high-level committee for

Days before Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to

its anxiety to link the Vedic age with the Harappan
civilisation to establish the "Indic" origins of the
first Hindus.The competitive archacology meant
that Keezhadi became embroiled right at the start
in the conspiracy theory that the Centre was trying
to stifle the discovery ofa "Dravidian civilisation",
especially after the ASI transferred the official in
charge. The ASI, too, gave life to such theories by
sitting on the Keezhadi report written by the
official. The reasons are not known, but in Tamil
Nadu, it is common knowledge that the report
pushes the start of the Sangam Age back to 600
BCE instead of the widely accepted 300 BCE.
Public interest petitions have been filed in the court
to get the ASI to publish the report. The high court
intervened to get the ASI to hand over the site to
the Tamil Nadu State Archaeology Department.
The state government then conducted more
excavations in Keezhadi and also set up a museum
at the site.On the face of it, the Iron Age findings
hold far more significance than Keezhadi.

Washington, a US military aircraft has brought 200-
odd illegal Indian migrants back to their homeland. El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Peru — these are
certainly not the countries that India, the world’s
fastest-growing major economy, would like to be
bracketed with. Yet, here’s the inescapable fact: India,
that is Bharat, figures among the nations with the
largest unauthorised immigrant population in the US,
according to Pew Research Centre. A deportation flight
may not seem to be the ideal build-up to the PM’s visit,
but New Delhi has managed to earn a few brownie
points by talking tough on illegal immigration. During
his recent trip to the US, External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar did some good diplomatic groundwork,
reassuring the Trump administration that India was
open to the ‘legitimate return’ of its errant nationals.

India wisely avoided a confrontational approach, which

would have created embarrassing bitterness ahead of

non-financial regulations. It has been given the prolonged
deadline of one year. A group of determined experts can
surely finalise recommendations within three to four
months.Other measures are welcome, like the setting up
of a mechanism under the Financial Stability and
Development Council to formulate a framework to
improve responsiveness.

The proposal for an Investment Friendliness Index for

States, however, could be a competitive scorecard, but is

of the same amount for the Fund of Funds led to
commitments of as much as Rs 91,000 crore in the
Alternate Investment Funds.All budgets are political
documents and this one is no different. The largesse to the
middle class comes days before the Delhi elections, an
arena where the segment plays a big role. Several
schemes announced for Bihar as well was unmistakable.
They include the creation of a makhana board, new
airports and irrigation projects.

not much of an incentive for reforms. The process of The Budget has lost an opportunity, however, to make

decriminalising laws is also being carried forward but a
more rapid pace of change is needed.

As for specific schemes outlined in the proposals, there are

three noteworthy ones. The first is the Prime Minister
Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana. It appears to be a well-
designed model to help farmers in low productivity areas
by easing credit and improving irrigation facilities, that
can be gradually expanded to support more farmers. The
second is the plan to augment tourism facilities at 50
locations in partnership with states. This sector has
enormous potential for job creation and the proposals for
skill development and provision of credit facilities are
laudable.The third segment which is vital for this country
is in the area of high technology. This includes a plan for a
Centre of Excellence in Artificial Intelligence for
education as well as a new Fund of Funds for start-ups,
which is being given an allocation of Rs 10,000 crore. It
must be recalled that the earlier government contribution

Return of the natives

India must walk the talk on illegal migration

the Modi-Trump meeting. There was none of the
bravado that had left Colombian President Gustavo
Petro with egg on his face. He initially refused to accept
military flights carrying deportees, but did a U-turn
after President Trump threatened to impose tariffs and

The 2025-26 Budget presented by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has certain supposedly ‘big-ticket’
ideas in the technology sector. These include the Nuclear
Energy Mission, the Artificial Intelligence Mission and
an increase in the allocation for the Ministry of Science
and Technology to fund technology development and
innovation in the private sector. She also announced a
proposal for infrastructure expansion at the Indian
Institutes of Technology and a multi-fold increase in the
number of medical seats. All these are welcome ideas,
though the timelines for their implementation and full
financial implications are unclear. Most of them are not
new and have been mentioned in previous Budget
speeches.The Nuclear Energy Mission is meant
specifically for research and development (R&D)
pertaining to Small Modular Reactors (SMRs). The
justification for going in for SMRs is the need for
progressively reducing the dependence on fossil fuels.
The goal, according to the FM, is “the development of at
least 100 GW of nuclear energy by 2047”. The minister
said the mission would have an outlay of Rs 20,000 crore
and at least five indigenously developed SMRs would be
operationalised by 2033. However, she has not allocated
funds for the new SMR mission in the Department of
Atomic Energy’s (DAE) budget, which remains
stagnant compared to the previous year. It means
Sitharaman’s announcement on SMRs is only an intent.

The SMR intent, too, is not new. In her 2024 Budget
speech, the minister had announced that India would go
in for smaller nuclear reactors in a new push for nuclear
energy; they were christened Bharat Small Reactors and
Bharat Small Modular Reactors (BSMRs). In December
2024, the government told Parliament that R&D had
been initiated to develop BSMRs and that “many
countries have shown interest in collaborating with
India” for this purpose. The deployment of these
reactors will be in sectors with the need for captive

Miles to go on the nuclear front

High-sounding goals alone won’t lead to power generation in the long run

power generation, it was said. If the DAE has already
initiated the development of SMRs, it should have been
allotted funds in this year’s Budget to pursue this work.
The prefix ‘Bharat’ was dropped in Sitharaman’s 2025
speech. Instead of the ‘BSMR’ used till December 2024,
she has mentioned ‘SMR’ while referring to the new
nuclear initiative.Small reactors and SMRs came on the
policy radar when Niti Aayog published a paper on this
subject in 2023. A ‘small reactor’ refers to a nuclear
reactor (220 megawatts or MW) based on existing
technology like pressurised heavy water
reactors, while SMRs refer to even
smaller reactors of 30-MW capacity
onwards but with new designs. It is
projected that such reactors could be pre-
fabricated in factories and shipped to a
site, reducing construction and
installation time. Given their small size,
such reactors would not need frequent
refuelling, and could even be retrofitted
in decommissioned thermal power
plants. The safety, environmental and
regulatory requirements for SMRs may
be different from those for large reactors
because SMR designs deploy passive
systems and operate at low power and ?
operating pressure. Globally, a handful of
commercial SMRs are under
development.

The development of nuclear energy was
taken up soon after the country gained Independence.
India has made substantial progress in developing
indigenous capabilities and strategic output in the form
of nuclear bombs. On the commercial electricity front,
however, nuclear power has been lagging. Currently,
India has 24 nuclear power reactors with a total installed
capacity of 8,180 MW. Another 21 reactors with

capacity totalling 15,300 MW are at various stages of
implementation. The DAE is known for fixing long-
term targets for enhancing power generation from time
to time. In the 1970s, when just a couple of nuclear
power plants were functional, the DAE set a target of
producing 10,000 MW by 1990. In the 1980s, the target
was to achieve 20,000 MW by 2000. Then the deadline
was changed to 2020. This year, the goal is 100,000 MW
by 2047. Adding about 92,000 MW of nuclear energy in
the next two decades is like chasing a mirage.

Nuclear energy is beset with problems of high capital

expenditure, fuel supplies and massive environmental
and safety costs. Take, for instance, the Gorakhpur
nuclear plant in Fatehabad district of Haryana, with a
planned capacity of four 700-MW units. The
environmental assessment for the project was approved
in December 2013, and the government okayed the first

greater changes in the area of deregulation. The reforms
in customs duty slabs are welcome as well as the cuts on
levies on electronic component imports, especially for
mobile phones and electric vehicles. But it is here that
much greater overhauling is needed to reduce the
effective duty rates.Simply put, tariff walls remain too
high at a time when the external environment is dictating
the need for greater opening up. Industry needs to plug
into global supply chains while export growth is being
threatened by the prospect of reciprocal levies by the US
under an aggressive Donald Trump. The proposed
income tax bill should come as a breath of fresh air, but a
matching reworking of the customs duty framework is
also needed.Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman's
eighth Budget may bring good cheer to the middle class,
but it has left the task of deepening economic reforms
unfinished in the critical areas of deregulation and ease-
of-doing business.

sanctions on Colombia. Now, Petro is requesting
migrants from his country to come home right
away and “build social wealth”. Such
appeasement raises vital questions: Does India
have a plan to rehabilitate around 18,000 nationals
who have been identified for deportation from the
US? And how will Delhi ensure that these people,
including Punjabis and Gujaratis, do not
undertake an immigration misadventure all over
again?

A nationwide crackdown on unscrupulous travel
agents is a must to deter desperate people who
want to enter America by hook or by crook. The
distant dream of Viksit Bharat can wait. The
immediate priority should be to create lucrative

job opportunities at home for skilled manpower. At the

same time, streamlining legal migration ought to be
high on the PM’s agenda during his one-on-one with

Trump.

phase in February 2014. The Atomic Energy Regulatory
Board granted a siting licence in July 2015.
Construction was due to begin in June 2015, with the
first unit being scheduled to become operational by
2021. It was not until November 2020 that the pouring of
the first nuclear safety-related concrete took place. In
2022, the completion deadline was revised to 2028, and
now it appears that the first two units will be operational
in 2032. The project is slated to cost Rs 40,000 crore.
Anyone projecting nuclear power as an option for
energy security should keep these
ground realities in mind.In her
speech, Sitharaman also spoke about
‘active participation’ of the private
sector in achieving the ambitious
target of producing 100,000 MW.
For this, she said, the Atomic Energy
Act and the Civil Liability for
Nuclear Damage Act would be
amended. Civil liability for nuclear
accidents has been a sticking point
for Indian private companies willing
to participate in nuclear power
production as well as foreign nuclear
suppliers. The liability law passed in
2010 limits the third-party liability to
Rs 1,500 crore and makes the plant
operator responsible for it. If an
accident occurs due to a faulty plant
(as happened in Bhopal in 1984), the
operator could take up the matter
legally with the supplier. This clause in the liability rules
has kept foreign suppliers away from the Indian market.
In any case, civil liability is a serious matter and the
government must rethink the cap if it has learnt any
lesson from the Bhopal tragedy. High-sounding goals
alone won’t lead to power generation.
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Rolls-Royce, Triveni
Engineering to explore
marine gas turhine ventures

New Delhi Triveni Engineering & Industries Ltd on
Thursday said it has signed an initial pact with Rolls-
Royce Marine North America Inc to explore
opportunities in 4MW marine gas turbine
generators.In a regulatory filing, Triveni
Engineering & Industries said it has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Rolls-
Royce Marine North America Inc to "explore
opportunities to collaborate on programmes for 4
MW marine gas turbine generators (GTG) for
customers in India."

"Rolls-Royce has a proven track record of powering
some of the world's most advanced naval platforms,
including the US Navy's DDG-51 destroyer," said
John Shade, EVP for US Business Development and
Future Programmes, Rolls-Royce Defence.Shade
further noted that "India is a key strategic growth
market for Rolls Royce and we are confident that our
industry-leading marine gas turbine generators are an
ideal choice to power the Indian Navy's future fleet."
This would include several key areas including
design, development and manufacturing of the
marine GTGs, as well as comprehensive sales and
support activities.Abhishek Singh, SVP of Business
Development and Future Programmes for India and
Southeast Asia, Rolls-Royce, said the MoU is
significant, given the potential to establish end-to-
end support for our marine gas turbine generator in
India, from installation and testing to after-market
support.Tarun Sawhney, Vice Chairman &
Managing Director, Triveni Engineering &
Industries Ltd said "such a partnership can not only
help us bring advanced technology to power India's
naval defence requirements, but also help enhance
the capability of indigenous naval defence ecosystem
in the country," he said.

Once dismissive of cheaper
Al from India, Altman now
says it can lead a revolution

NEW DELHI. Some may see it as a sobering effect
of the onslaught of China's cost-belting DeepSeek
in the global world of AL, but OpenAl founder Sam
Altman - who just a year and a half ago dubbed
India's ambitions of building foundation Al
models with limited budget as a "hopeless" pursuit
- now believes the country can be "one of the
leaders" in heralding technological
leapfrogging.Asked about his 2023 comment
(made at a specially curated event organised by
The Times of India), Altman - back in the Asian
region following the DeepSeek launch at a fraction
of cost compared to what OpenAl and others such
as Meta, Google and Microsoft are spending - was
more measured in his response, while emphasising
that he was "quoted out of context". "I think India
should be one of the leaders of the Al revolution.
It's really quite amazing to see what the country has
done in embracing technology and building the
entire stack," he said during a fireside chat with IT
& electronics minister Ashwini Vaishnaw.

"India is an incredibly important market for Al in
general, (and) for OpenAl in particular. It's our
second biggest market. We tripled our users here
last year."He said India has a high degree of
creativity, and should be a "leader" when it comes
to developing reasoning models at efficient costs.

Ashwini Vaishnaw - while talking about the work
under the India Al Mission and the need for
developing local foundation models keeping
India's context, languages, cultural and regional
nuances in mind - said the country has the
capability to do cutting-edge work but at a fraction
of costs being incurred by US companies.

"Our young entrepreneurs, our startups, our
researchers, they are really, really focused on
getting to that next level of innovation which will
reduce the cost. Our country sent a mission to the
Moon at a fraction of the cost that many other
countries spent. Right. Why can't we do a (Al)
model which will be a fraction of the cost that
many other countries do? So yes, innovation will
bring that cost down. We think that kind of thing
will come out in this process," the minister said to
an audience that included startup founders and
those engaged in the field of AL

Gold Prices Cool After
Hitting All-Time High: Will It
Resume Surge Know Rates In
Your City

New Delhi. After touching all-time high levels, gold
prices in India have cooled a bit and opened at Rs
84,460 per 10 grams on the MCX. However,
resuming the rally, the gold rate rose to Rs 84,635
per 10 grams in the early trade as of 9:54 am. Silver,
on the other hand, was trading lower by 0.36 per
centatRs 95.620 perkg.

The gold rate had hit its all-time high of 85,210 per 10
grams in the previous session on Wednesday, amid
weakness in the rupee and profit-taking in the dollar
index.Rahul Kalantri, vice-president
(commodities) of Mehta Equities Ltd, said, “Gold
and silver showed very high price volatility and
gold prices hit $2,900 per troy ounce levels in the
international markets for the first time. Gold prices
also hit record highs in the domestic markets amid
weakness in the rupee and profit-taking in the dollar
index."The dollar index slipped below 108 marks
and supported gold and silver prices, he
added.“However, an increase in the ADP non-farm
employment to 1,83,000 limits gains of precious
metals," Kalantri added.On the silver prices, he said
its prices plunged after upbeat US ADP non-farm
payroll data but safe-haven buying is supporting
bullion prices.Will Gold Rate Resume Upside
Movement?“Gold and silver could hold its key
support levels of $2,770 and $31.40 per troy ounce,
respectively, on a weekly closing basis in the
international markets. Gold has support at $2,851-
2,838 while resistance at $2,897-2,912. Silver has
support at $31.98-31.78 while resistance is at
$32.45-32.64," Kalantri said.

Nissan Motor seeking new partners as
deal with Honda set to collapse

Nissan’s Board Is Pushing Chief
Executive Officer Makoto Uchida
And Other Executives To
Develop A More Comprehensive
Restructuring Plan. Image:

Bloomberg

New Delhi Nissan Motor Co. is seeking
out a new partner as it prepares to end
negotiations to form a joint holding
company with Honda Motor Co., people
familiar with the matter said.

The Japanese carmaker is looking for a
partner that would ideally be from the
technology sector and US-based, said the
people, who asked not to be identified
because the information isn’t public.
North America is Nissan’s most important
market and the wider shift toward

Sensex, Nifty fall after flat opening as
investors await RBl rate decision

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock market
indices fell after opening flat on
Thursday as investors wait for the
Reserve Bank of India’s rate decision
on Friday.The S&P BSE Sensex was
down 151.58 points to 78,119.70 at
10:12 am, while the NSE Nifty50
traded 42.95 points lower at
23,696.30.Most of the other broader
market indices were also trading flat or
in the red as volatility gained
momentum.Some pharma and IT
stocks were among the gainers, but
bank and financial services stocks
were down.The top five gainers on the
Nifty50 were BPCL, ITC Hotels,
Cipla, Dr Reddy’s and Power Grid. On
the other hand, the top losers were
Trent, Titan, Ultratech Cement, M&M
and Eicher Motors.While the mood on
Dalal Street remains volatile, there are
wide expectations that the RBI will cut

electrification and automation has pushed
global carmakers to seek out alliances
with other industries. Nissan shares
jumped as much as 8.7 per cent in early
afternoon trading in Tokyo on Thursday.
Shiro Nagai, a Nissan spokesperson,
declined to comment, adding that any
details concerning talks with Honda
would be announced as planned around
mid-February.

The carmakers confirmed yesterday that
they are still discussing various options,
including the possibility of ending deal
talks. Honda had floated the idea of
acquiring Nissan and making it a
subsidiary, which met with strong
opposition within Nissan, one of the
people said. The level of investment was
also a sticking point, the person added.
Honda had also made the restructuring of
Nissan’s operations a prerequisite for any
transaction to materialize. Yet, apart from
reducing jobs and output, Nissan’s
current plans do not include any plant

MPC tomorrow.”If the RBI’s

closures. Ending discussions with Honda,
which were exclusive, would let either
side walk away from the deal without
having to pay a hefty cancellation fee of
¥100 billion ($657 million), according to
their memorandum of understanding on
Dec. 23. Nissan’s board is pushing Chief
Executive Officer Makoto Uchida and
other executives to develop a more
comprehensive restructuring plan in
parallel to any discussions with any
potential new partner, the people said.
The goal is to come up with a deeper
revamp in time for Feb. 13, when the
maker of Altimas and Pathfinders is
scheduled to report quarterly results.
That’s also when the board will meet to
formalize its decision, one person said.
Nissan has struggled to regain its footing
since the 2018 arrest and purge of former
Chairman Carlos Ghosn on charges of
underreporting compensation, leaving it
with an outdated product lineup and too
much production capacity.

The scope of Nissan’s financial crisis
became obvious in November, when a 94
per cent drop in net income triggered
plans to cut 9,000 jobs, lower production
capacity by 20 per cent and slash its
annual profit guidance by 70 per cent.
Any new restructuring plans would go
beyond those figures. “Further earnings
deterioration is possible at Nissan,” said
Citigroup Inc. analyst Arifumi Yoshida.
“Additional restructuring measures are
vital.” Hon Hai Precision Industry Co.,
the maker of iPhones known as Foxconn
that is trying to establish a foothold in
outsourced manufacturing of electric
vehicles, put its interest in pursuing
Nissan on hold last year when it became
clear that the Japanese automaker was in
negotiations for a potential combination
with Honda. But the electronics contract
manufacturer didn’t give up completely,
preferring to see if the two would make
legitimate progress toward a deal before
deciding on its next move.

Korean carmaker Kia
under government lens in

tax evasion case

interest rates for the first time in nearly
5 years. A 25 bps rate cut is
expected.Dr VK Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit Financial

Services, said "The market is moving
into a consolidation phase on
expectations of a pickup in growth in
the coming quarters. In the near-term
the market is likely to get a mild boost
from a possible 25 bp rate cut by the

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
does cut rates, it will be another boost
to consumption after Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman announced
fresh income tax benefits in Budget
2025.“Even though steadily
depreciating INR doesn’t provide a
favourable macro backdrop for a
rate cut, the MPC is likely to go fora
25 bp cut tomorrow to keep the
optimistic momentum provided by
the Budget going,” he
added.Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP
(Research), Mehta Equities Ltd,
said, “All eyes are on Friday’s RBI
MPC decision, with hopes for arate cut
to boost consumption.”Tapse also said
that key corporate earnings from
companies such as Bharti Airtel, SBI
and ITC will also determine the mood
ofinvestors on Dalal Street.

Assam women participation high

in stock

by the National Stock
Exchange of India
Limited and National
Securities Depository
Limited revealed that
women make up 29.8
per cent of the state's
24.6 lakh registered
investors

GUWAHATI. Assam has the fifth
highest female participation among all
states in India’s investment landscape,
with women making up 29.8 per cent of
the state's 24.6 lakh registered
investors. This was revealed in a
statement jointly issued by the National
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Stock Exchange of India Limited
and National Securities Depository
Limited stated.To promote investor
awareness and protect investors'
interests in the security market, the
two institutions organised a Mega
RISA (Regional Investor Seminar
for Awareness) here on Wednesday
under the aegis of Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
along with other market
infrastructure institutions.

SEBI General Manager Aradhana Verma

graced the programme as chief
guest.Titled “Viksit Bharat ka Viksit
Niveshak”, the event focused on
educating investors about the securities
markets, fraud and scam prevention,

market investment

rights and responsibilities and smart
investing practices.The Mega RISA
provided a comprehensive perspective
on investor rights, responsibilities,
emerging market trends, with insightful
discussions on fraud prevention in the
digital era, financial literacy, and smart
investment practices.The event
included panel discussions on “The
Future of Securities Market — Trends,
Challenges and Opportunities”, and
“Let’s Deep Dive into DEMAT”.
Experts from SEBI and financial
institutions highlighted key issues such
as emerging market trends, demat-
related issues, cyber threats and
unregulated investment risks.

Participants were also educated on safe
investing practices and identifying red
flags in Ponzi schemes, unauthorised
advisors, digital scams etc.
Additionally, the event included a
financial quiz and a “Nukkad Natak”,
making financial education accessible
and engaging.The organisers of the
event said the overwhelming
participation of investors.

NEW DELHI. After Volkswagen, South Korean
automaker Kia has come under Indian authority’s
lens for evading taxes.As per the government, Kia
has evaded $155 million in taxes by
misclassifying component imports, saying that
authorities found Kia’s Carnival car model was
being imported in parts or components in separate
lots via different ports, with the “intent to
discharge lesser customs duty””.

Kia India said it remains committed to following
regulatory requirements, stating that they have
consistently cooperated with the authorities
whenever required.

“Regarding the current matter, we have filed a
detailed response, supported by evidence and
documentation to substantiate our stand.
However, as the issue is currently under
consideration of the relevant authorities, we
won’t be able to comment further or provide
additional details on the matter as of now,” said
Kia India.A 432-page notice, accessed by
Reuters, states Kia imported Carnival car parts
separately through multiple ports to lower

customs duties. The notice, sent in April 2024,
said that this method prevented detection by
customs authorities.Kia has reportedly deposited
$32 million “under protest” as it continues to fight
the Indian tax notice, which is still proceeding. In
2022, authorities searched Kia offices and a
factory in Andhra Pradesh and took statements
from its executives.During the investigation, Kia
executives “changed their stance and have made
efforts to mislead,” the tax notice stated, referring
to statements on imports, manufacturing and
taxation, said the Reuters report. Kia is accused of
importing more than 90% of the parts for
Carnival, constituting a car in CKD form, which
attracts higher tax, it added.Besides Kia, the
government has issued a notice to the German
auto giant Volkswagen for evading $1.4 billion in
taxes by paying lesser import tax on components
forits Audi, VW and Skoda cars.

LIC gets GST demand of Rs 105 crore

New Delhi: Life Insurance Corporation of India
(LIC) on Wednesday said the insurance company
has received a demand notice of approximately
Rs 105.

Will RBI cut key rates for 1st time in 5
years 4 things you need to know

New Delhi. The Reserve Bank of India’s

(RBI) Monetary Policy Committee .
(MPC) is set to announce its policy |

decision on Friday, under the leadership
of newly appointed Governor Sanjay
Malhotra.There are expectations that the
central bank’s MPC will decide on cutting
the key rates for the first time in 5 years by
25 basis points (BPS).The last time the
MPC announced a rate cut was way back
in May 2020.While analysts have mixed
views on whether the RBI will cut the repo
rate, a positive announcement could
provide another boost to consumption
after the recent tax cuts in the Union
Budget 2025.So, will the RBI’s MPC cut
rates tomorrow or stay focused on keeping
inflation under control? Here are 4 things
youneed to know:

25 BPSRATE CUT LIKELY
A 25 basis points (bps) rate cut is widely

anticipated, marking the first reduction
since the Covid-19 pandemic in May
2020.The repo rate has remained steady at
6.5% since February 2023, following a
cumulative 250 bps hike between May
2022 and February 2023.Dr. VK
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist
at Geojit Financial Services, believes that

r” )

moving into a consolidation phase on
expectations of a pickup in growth in the
coming quarters. In the near term, the
market is likely to get a mild boost from a
possible 25 bps rate cut by the MPC
tomorrow. Even though steadily
depreciating INR doesn’t provide a
favourable macro backdrop for a rate cut,
the MPC is likely to go for a 25 bps cut
tomorrow to keep the optimistic
momentum provided by the Budget
going,” he said.Madan Sabnavis, Chief
Economist at Bank of Baroda, also
supports the likelihood of a rate cut. “The
budget has provided growth stimulus, and
inflation is expected to ease. However, the
rupee remains under pressure due to
global trade uncertainties,” he noted.

a cut is likely despite concerns over the On the other hand, Rumki Majumdar,

depreciating rupee.“The market is

economist at Deloitte, expects the RBI to

maintain a cautious approach. “Balancing
inflation and credit growth is tricky. While
there is pressure to cut rates, the RBI may
choose to keep rates unchanged but
maintain an easy policy stance,” she
said.Umeshkumar Mehta, CIO at
SAMCO Mutual Fund, highlighted global
factors influencing the RBI’s decision.
“Bond yields in the US are rising due to
inflation concerns, putting pressure on the
Indian rupee. To avoid further
depreciation, the RBI may choose to keep
rates unchanged,” he said.

NEUTRALSTANCE TO CONTINUE
The government’s fiscal approach in the

Union Budget 2025 has provided room for
a potential rate cut to stimulate growth.
India’s GDP growth slowed to a seven-
quarter low of 5.4% in Q2 FY25, adding
pressure on the central bank to support
economic expansion.According to Bajaj
Broking Research, the MPC is expected to
maintain its neutral stance, allowing
flexibility in future policy decisions. The
brokerage also noted that RBI’s recent
liquidity measures aim to stabilize the
financial system, reinforcing expectations
of monetary easing.Edelweiss Mutual
Fund predicts a total rate cut of 50 bps in
the first half of 2025, emphasizing the
need for monetary policy to complement

fiscal measures in boosting demand.

INFLATION AND RUPEE PROBLEM
Inflation remains a key factor in the RBI’s

decision-making. Consumer Price Index
(CPI) inflation for FY26 is projected at
4%, with January inflation expected to be
below 4.5%.December inflation stood at
5.22%, marking four consecutive months
above 5%, while food inflation eased to
8.4% from 9% in November.Despite
easing inflation, concerns over currency
stability persist.The rupee has been under
pressure due to rising US bond yields and
global trade tensions.A rate cut could
further weaken the currency, prompting
the RBI to adopt a wait-and-watch
approach.

POSSIBLE IMPACT ON STOCK AND

BOND MARKETS

The stock and bond markets are expected to

react sharply to the RBI’s decision. A rate
cut could benefit banking stocks and
lower borrowing costs for businesses and
individuals, boosting
consumption.However, if rates remain
unchanged, volatility may rise as
investors recalibrate their
expectations.Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP
(Research) at Mehta Equities Ltd,
highlighted the dual factors influencing
market sentiment.




THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com
Friday, 07 February 2025

Legs chained,

Plea in court to direct poll hody to publish rancftedon fiight 1
transparency data after elections

Delhi Assembly Election Results: The plea also requests an interim order, urging Supreme Court to direct the central poll body to upload
Form 17C for the Delhi Assembly Elections 2025 and all upcoming elections with immediate effect.

»Petition demands
immediate online
publication of Form
17C post-poll

»PIL filed by Congress
MP Kishori Lal Sharma
and spokesperson
Alok Sharma
»Form-17C details
votes cast, aiding
transpdarency and leqal

challenges

Chandrayaan-4 To Launch In
2027: Union Minister Jitendra
Singh

New Delhi. India will launch the Chandrayaan-4 mission
to bring back samples of moon rocks to the Earth in
2027, Science and Technology Minister Jitendra Singh
said. Chandrayaan-4 will involve at least two separate
launches of the heavylift LVM-3 rocket that will carry
five different components of the mission which will be
assembled in orbit.

"The Chandrayaan-4 mission aims to collect samples
from the moon's surface and bring them back to the
Earth,” MrSingh told PTT Videos in an interview.

The minister said the Gaganyaan mission, which involves
sending Indian astronauts in a specially designed
spacecraft to low-earth orbit and bringing them back
safely, will be launched next year. In 2026, India will
also launch Samudrayaan, which will take three
scientists in a submersible up to a depth of 6,000 metres
inthe deep ocean, to explore the seabed.

"This achievement will align with the timelines of [ndia's
other landmark missions, including the Gaganyaan
space mission, marking a pleasant coincidence in the
nation's journey toward scientific excellence," Mr
Singh said. Mr Singh said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi highlighted the Samudrayaan mission in his
Independence Day speech.

The minister underscored the potential of the
Samudrayaan to unlock wvast resources, including
critical minerals, rare metals, and undiscovered marine
biodiversity, all of which are crucial for the country's
economic growth and environmental sustainability.

The first uncrewed mission of the Gaganyaan project
carrying a robot, 'Vyommitra', will also take place this
year. Mr Singh said that while the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) was established in 1969,
it took mare than two decades to set up the first launch
padin 1993.

The second launch pad came up in 2004, another decade-
long gap. However, in the last 10 years, India's space
sector has undergone unprecedented expansion, both in
terms of infrastructure and investment, he said.

"We are now building a third launch pad and for the first
time for heavier rockets, and expanding also beyond
Sriharikota with a new launch site in Tamil Nadu's
Tuticorin district to launch small satellites,” Mr Singh
said. The minister said that India's space economy,
currently valued at USD R billion, is projected to reach
USD 44 billion in the next decade, further cementing
India's role as a global space powerhouse.

India Considering New Law
For Migrants' Safety Amid US
Deportation Row

New Delhi. The Centre is "seriously considering”
enacting anew law to establish a framework which will
promote "safe, orderly and regular migration for
overseas employment”. This move comes amid a row
over the United States deporting over a hundred Indian
migrants who landed in Amritsar yesterday on a C-17
US military aircraft, chained and shackled.

The tentatively titled 'Overseas Mobility (Facilitation
and Welfare) Bill, 2024' emerged from a report
presented in Lok Sabha by the Parliamentary Standing
Committes on External Affairs, headed by Congress
MP Shashi Tharoor, on Monday. The migrants, 104 in
total and hailing from various states, were rounded up
in a sweeping crackdown on illegal immigration in the
US. Among them, 33 were from Haryana and Gujarat,
30 from Punjab, three from Maharashtra and Uttar
Pradesh, and two from Chandigarh. Nineteen women
and 13 minors, including a four-year-old boy and two
girls aged five and seven, were also on the flight.

"The govemment carefully monitors the number of
students in all foreign countries, and carefully monitors
their welfare in situations of tension. We alert students,
as we have done in Ukraine. Whenever there is a
situation when we need to run flights, we are prepared.
We have contingency plans,” said External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar in Parliament today.

Mr Tharoor acknowledged that depertations of illegal
immigrants are routine but criticised the US authorities
for the manner in which they handled the Indian
nationals. India Considering New Law For Migrants'
Safety Amid US Deportation RowThis move comes
amid a row over the United States deporting over a
hundred Indian migrants who landed in Amritsar
yesterday on a C-17 US military aircraft, chained and
shackled.

New Delhi. In a bid to maintain
transparency in electoral
process, senior Congress
leaders have filed a petition in
the Supreme Court, demanding
that the Election Commission of
India (ECI} be directed to
upload Form 17C on its website
immediately after polling ends.
Form 17C contains detailed
information on the number of
votes castat a polling station.

The public interest litigation
(PIL)} also requests an interim
order, urging Supreme Court to
direct the central poll body to
upload Form 17C for the Delhi
Assembly Elections 2025 and
all upcoming elections with
immediate effect.

The PIL has been submitted on
behalf of Amethi Congress MP

Alok Sharma.

candidates and

The petition states that to
ensure the public
availability of Form 17C,
the Election Commission §
should be directed to [Eis
upload it immediately on its /
website. This, according fo 4
the plea, will enhance [
transparency in the election [
process and help prevent )
electoral malpractices.

Form 17 C refers to all the
data given to polling agents
on election day, including
number of voters in each polling
station, number of registered
voters in an area, number of
voters who didn't vote, names of

Kishori Lal Sharma and
Congress spokesperson
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the wvotes result.

I

received by each of them and
number of votes calculated by
an EVM and its identification
numbers. The form comes in
handy whenever there is any
legal challenge to an election

| inconsistencies in voter
turnout data published by
the Election
Commission, which have
been observed in both
Assembly and Lok Sabha
elections.

The petition argues that the
non-disclosure of Form
17C by the FElection
Commission erodes
public trust in the
electoral process and
violates the Right to
Information (RTT) Act. It

further alleges that the Election

Commission failed to publish

this crucial data in the public

domain or any govemment
portal on the same day as the
polling.

"Inhuman": Opposition's Shackles-And-Chain
Protest Of US' Deportation Flights

New Delhi. Opposition MPs targeted the
government Thursday over the United
States’ deportation of 104 illegal
Indian immigrants, demanding a

discussion in Parliament over their -

"inhuman" treatment, which |
mcluded shackling arms and legs
while on a US military aircraft that
reached Amritsarlastnight.

A multitude of opposition leaders -
including Rahul Gandhi and §
Privanka Gandhi Vadra from the
Congress, and Samajwadi Party
boss Alchilesh Yadav - gathered
outside the Parliament building's
main gate with placards screaming
'Humans, not prisoners' and with
handcutfs on their hands.

The primary complaint is the use of
shackles and military aircraft to ship
out deportees; earlier, the US used
chartered passenger jets to deport

illegal immigrants, who were not
handcufted. The use of military aircraft

ted ag

Inhuman

has been seen as President Denald
Trump sending out a 'strong message'.
The Trump administration has turned,
increasingly, to the military to help
carry out its immigration agenda, using
military aircraft to deport migrants and
opening military bases to house them.

There are reportedly over 20,000
undocumented Indians in the US.
Opposition's Shackles, Chain
Protests
The Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha were
both adjourned till noon after MPs
from the Congress, the Samajwadi
Party, the Trinamool, the Aam
Aadmi Party, and the Communist
Party of India all served
adjournment notices under Rule
267, which requires the House to set
aside scheduled business.
All these notices were rejected,
provoking furious reactions from
the opposition lawmakers, many of
whom stood in their seats and shouted
outtheir protests. In the charged, verbal
stand-off that followed, Rajya Sabha
Deputy Chair Harivansh Narayan
Singh struck MPs' remarks from the
record.

Sold land, spent lakhs on agents: Families in
distress as kin deported from US

New Delhi. Several families are
facing financial uncertainties
after their kin were sent back
to India, barely a week after
the new United States
President Donald Trump
signed an executive order to
deport all illegal migrants
back to their respective
countries.

Akashdeep Singh and Akash,
hailing from Punjab and
Haryana respectively, were
among 104 illegal Indian
migrants who landed in
Amritsar on February 5 after
being deported from the US.

Akashdeep's father claimed that they
had spent over Rs 60 lakh to secure a
bright future for their son. Belonging
from Rajatal, a village near India-
Pakistan border, Akashdeep was
caught by US authorities on Janhuary
23

Akashdeep spent seven months in
Dubai before going to the TS with the
help of an agent. He had called his
father on Wednesday after landing in

Akashdeep's father claimed that

everything we had,"
The story is no different for
20-year-old Akash's

they had spent over Rs 60 lakh to

family in Haryana's
Karnal, who sold off their

secure a bright future for their son,

ancestral land to fund his

while 20-year-old Akash's brother

travels. Since Akash
insisted on going to the

Subham sold off 2.5 acres of their

US, his elder brother

land in Haryana's Karnal to pay Rs

Subham sold 2.5 acres of

65 lakh to an agent.

India, assuring him thathe was safe.
However, his family said that they were
facing severe financial stress as they
were struggling to recover from the
masgive debt that they incurred while
sending their sonabroad.
Akashdeep's father, Swaran Singh,
revealed that they mortgaged their
land, took loans and even sold their
jewellery and cattle to finance his trip.
"We spent over Rs 60 lakh to send him
to the US. We took loans and pledged

their land to pay Rs 65
lakh to an agent.

Families Call For
Government Intervention

Following their son's return
to India, Akashdeep's
family has apealled to the
government for financial assistance.

“If my son had found a job in India,
there would have been no need to
send him abroad. The government
must provide employment to those
who have returned," Swaran Singh
added.Echoing Swaran Singh's
sentiments, Akashdeep's uncle
Gurpreet Singh demanded the Centre
to step in and support the struggling
families.

The plea highlights s

India from US, claim
deportees

The Donald Trump administration in the US
deported 104 illegal Indian immigrants,

including 19 women and 13 minors, who
arrived in Amritsar on Wednesday.

New Delhi.The Indian nationals who were
deported from the US for illegally arriving in the
couniry claimed that they were sent back on a
military aircraft with their hands and legs cuffed
throughout the journey.

A US military aircraft carrying 104 deportees,
including 19 women and 13 minors, landed at
Amritsar airport on Wednesday amid Donald
Trump’s crackdown on illegal immigrants.

One of the deportees, Jaspal Singh, a 36-year-old
man from Punjab’s Gurdaspur, said that they
were unshackled only after landing in Amritsar.

"We thought we were being taken to another camp.
Then a police officer told us that we were being
taken to India. We were handcuffed, and our legs
were chained. These were opened at Amritsar
airport,” he told news agency PTI. Singh added
that he was kept in custody in the US for 11 days
before being sent back home. However, earlier
on Wednesday, the government fact-checked a
photo, which was widely shared on social media
with the claim that Indian migrants were
handeuffed and their legs were chained during
deportation, saying it was actually of
Guatemalan nationals, not Indians.

"T had asked the agent to send me with a proper
visa, but he deceived me," said Jaspal, adding
that the deal was made for Rs 30 lakh. "A huge
sum was spent. The money was borrowed."

Harwinder Singh, another deportee from Punjab,
said he was taken through Qatar, Brazil, Peru,
Colombia, Panama, and Nicaragua before
reaching Mexico. While travelling from Mexico
to the US, "We crossed hills. A boat that was
carrying me along with other people was about to
capsize in the sea, but we survived," he said.

AAP or BJP — who has got
crucial Purvanchali votes?

NEW DELHI. Purvanchali voters, who favoured
theruling AAP in the last two assembly elections,
appear divided between the AAP and the BJP this
time. In most Purvanchali-dominated assembly
segments, the people have keenly assessed which
party performed better before casting their votes.

The election campaign saw the three main parties,
including the Congress, outdo one another to woo
the Purvanchali vote. This segment, mainly from
Bihar, Eastern UP, Uttarakhand and Jharkhand,
plays a crucial role government formation in the
national capital.

An estimated 25% of the 40 lakh-odd registered
voters have Purvanchali backgrounds. Besides
Dalits and Muslims, powerful vote banks in the
city, this section stands out as a formidable
influencer of the voting outcome. It is reported
that they can influence results in 25-27 assembly
constituencies in the city. They are in the majority
in nearly 12 assembly seats, and parties have
given tickets to Purvanchali candidates on many.

Ganesh Prasad Sinha, a Purvanchali from Patna,
said ongoing politics over developmental issues
upset him. He said that governance should be the
core of any political party and that the common
man’s problems should get priority. The
octogenarian voter said that facilities made for
senior citizens, like pension, railway fare
concession, etc., should neither be on hold nor
discontinued.Another Purvanchali voter,
Shahabuddin from the Seelampur assembly
constifuency, discussed the voters’ limited
choices. “The area is thoroughly neglected by
both parties ruling in the state and the Centre.

Many who voted for the Congress in Sheila
Dikshit’s time preferred AAP in later elections.
They might have been willing to vote for the
grand old party but hesitated, lest their vote might
go to waste. The only option for them was the
ruling party for them.” Bibha Jha, a voter in the
Laxmi Nagar constituency, claimed voters
remained equally divided between AAPand BJP.

Army to hoost firepower with 70,000 new AK-
203 rifles as part of Russia deal

With superior ergonomics, durability, and adaptability, the AK-203 delivers enhanced firepower, making it ideal for

diverse combat scenarios, from counterterrorism operations to high-altitude warfare.

NEW DELHI. The Indian Army is set
to receive 70,000 AK-203 assault
rifles in 2025, followed by an
additional one lakh units in 2026
under an arms deal with Russia,
according to defence sources.

This delivery, part of a larger agreement
with Moscow, aims to equip Indian

soldiers with one of themost advanced |

and reliable assault rifles in the world.
The Indian Army has already received

ammunition, which offers
stopping power compared

is chambered for 7.62—39mm

5.56mm INSAS. This procurement
aligns with India’s broader defence
mdigenisation goals under the ‘Make
in India’ initiative, ensuring that most
of the rifles are manufactured
domestically by Indo-Russian Rifles
Private Limited (IRRPL), according to
Defence Ministry officials. This not

AK-203 rifles, including technology
transfer from Russia. The first batch of
70,000 AK-203 rifles was reportedly
delivered to the Indian Army on January
25, 2022, though the date has not been
officially confirmed. Licensed production
of the rifles officially commenced in
January 2023. Between May and July
2024, another batch of 35,000 rifles was
delivered, marking a significant step in
the indigenous manufacturing and supply

greater
to the

35,000 of these rifles in 2024, The
AK-203, manufactured under a joint
Indo-Russian venture in Amethi, Uttar
Pradesh, is replacing the ageing INSAS
(Indian Small Arms System) rifles
currently in service. Indigenous
components in these AK-203 rifles will be
increased to up to 30 per cent this vear,
with further enhancements in subsequent
supplies, according to Army officials.
With improved ergonomics, durability, and

adaptability, the AK-203 offers enhanced
firepower, making it ideal for various
combat scenarios, including
counterterrorism operations and high-
altitude warfare.

A modemised version of the legendary
Kalashnikov series, the AK-203 provides
superior accuracy, a lightweight
construction, and compatibility with
advanced optics and accessories. The rifle

only enhances India’s self-reliance in
arms production but also strengthens
bilateral defence cooperation with Russia.
The AK-203 contract, signed in July 2021
and valued at over a,'5,000 crore, is an
agreement between India and Russia for
the domestic production of AK-203
assault rifles. It involves a joint venture
between Indo-Russian Rifles Private
Limited (IRRPL) and Rosoboronexport
(RoE) for the production of over 6.1 lakh

of these advanced assault rifles to the
Indian armed forces.

With ongoing tensions along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) with China and
persistent cross-border threats from
Pakistan, upgrading infantry weapons has
been a priority for the Indian Armiy. The
AK-203 provides froops with a more
robust, easy-to-maintain, and combat-
proven firearm, significantly emhancing
their operational readiness.



INTERNATIONAL

NEWS BOX

Elon Musk Changes X Bio,
Mentions White House Role.
It's Not DOGE Boss

World Tesla chief Elon Musk, who heads the US
Department of Government Efficiency in the Trump
administration, has updated his profile bio on X
(formerly Twitter). It now reads "White House Tech
Support".Musk, who has been considerably active
on X since acquiring it and often shares memes, had
changed his bio to CTO (Chief Troll Officer) last
year.After Trump's inaugural ceremony on January
20, the White House had announced that the United
States Digital Service - which was created by former
president Barack Obama - would be publicly
renamed the United States DOGE Service (USDS).
It was established in the Executive Office of the
President.Confirming this yesterday, Elon Musk
said the USDS was renamed to DOGE Services to
modernise computer systems in the US government.
Following this, the "tech support" bit appeared in his
bio.Musk, A Dedicated DOGE Leader

Earlier this week, on February 2, Musk said "DOGE is
working 120 hours a week", drawing flak on social
media. Before that, Musk was reportedly sleeping at
the DOGE headquarters in Washington D.C., as per
WIRED.Musk was reportedly eyeing his office
inside the Oval Office, West Wing of the White
House. However, US President Donald Trump
clarified that a separate office has been set up for
Musk and his team. And it is not a part of the Oval
Office.During a press briefing on Saturday (January
25), when Trump was asked if Musk has an office in
the West Wing, the President categorically said, "No,
no, not - it's not Elon's office.""We have an office
that's set up for purposes of - when I do an executive
order, that the order is carried out, not that it sits
around for three months. And we'll have about 20
people, maybe more, working out of that office,"
Trump said. DOGE was formed to "dismantle
government bureaucracy, slash excess regulations,
cut wasteful expenditures, and restructure federal
agencies - essential to the 'Save America'
Movement."Trump and Musk have claimed that $2
trillion could potentially be saved, but most experts
believe that is not realistic without deep cuts to
crucial social services or benefits.

South Korea Ministries Block
Access To China's DeepSeek
On Work Computers

Seoul, South Korea.South Korea's defence and trade
ministries said Thursday they had blocked
DeepSeek's access to work computers, following a
request from the country's data watchdog for the
Chinese Al startup to clarify how it manages user
information. DeepSeek launched its R1 chatbot last
month, claiming it matches the capacity of artificial
intelligence pace-setters in the United States for a
fraction of the investment.South Korea, along with
countries such as France and Italy, have asked
questions about DeepSeek's data practices,

submitting a written request for information about
how the company handles user information.Seoul's
defence ministry said Thursday it had blocked
DeepSeek from military computers connected to the
internet, while the trade ministry said that access had
been temporarily restricted on all PCs within the
agency."Blocking measures for DeepSeek have been
implemented specifically for military work-related
PCs with Internet," a ministry official told AFP.

The trade ministry said DeepSeek has not responded to
the data watchdog's inquiry."We have temporarily
blocked DeepSeek since it has not responded to The
Personal Information Protection Commission's
inquiry," a trade ministry official told AFP.

Marco Rubio Says Trump
Meant Only Temporary Gaza
Move For Rebuilding

Washington.US President Donald Trump only wants
Palestinians to leave Gaza temporarily while the
territory is reconstructed, Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said Wednesday. Trump stunned the world and
drew condemnation when he proposed Tuesday at a
meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu that the United States could take over war-
battered Gaza.Trump's idea "was not meant as
hostile. It was meant as, I think, a very generous move
-- the offer to rebuild and to be in charge of the

rebuilding," Rubio told reporters on a visit to
Guatemala. Trump offered a US "willingness to step
in, clear the debris, clean the place up from all the
destruction that's on the ground, clean itup of all these
unexploded munitions," Rubio said."And in the
meantime, the people living there will not be able to
live there while you have crews coming in and
removing debris," he sai.
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Rahim Al-Hussaini is named the new Aga
Khan, spiritual leader of Ismaili Muslims

: The Aga Khan is considered by his followers to be a direct descendant of the

Prophet Muhammad and is treated as a head of state.

LISBON. Rahim Al-Hussaini was named
Wednesday as the new Aga Khan, spiritual
leader of the world's millions of Ismaili

Muslims, following the death of his father.

The 53-year-old was designated as the Aga
Khan V, the 50th hereditary imam of the
Ismaili Muslims, in his father's will. His
father died Tuesday in Portugal. The Aga
Khan is considered by his followers to be a
direct descendant of the Prophet
Muhammad and is treated as a head of
state. The Aga Khan Development Network
and the Ismaili religious community
announced earlier that His Highness Prince
Karim Al-Hussaini, the Aga Khan IV and
49th hereditary imam of the Shiite Ismaili

Muslims, died surrounded by his family.

Prince Rahim is the eldest son of the former
Aga Khan. He was educated in the U.S.,
having studied comparative literature at
Brown University, and has served on the
boards of various agencies within the Aga
Khan Development Network, the spiritual

environment.

leader's main philanthropic organization,
according to a statement it released
Wednesday.The organization deals
mainly with issues of health care, housing,
education and rural economic
development. It says it works in over 30
countries and has an annual budget of
about $1 billion for nonprofit |
development activities.The Aga Khan
Development Network said Prince Rahim
took a special interest in its work to fight |
climate change and protect the |

The late Aga Khan was given the title of !
"His Highness" by Queen Elizabeth in |
July 1957, two weeks after his |
grandfather, the Aga Khan III,
unexpectedly made him heir to the
family's 1,300-year dynasty as leader of
the Ismaili Muslim sect.Over decades, the
late Aga Khan evolved into a business
magnate and a philanthropist, moving
between the spiritual and the worldly with

)

US Man, Convicted Of Pastor's Murder In 2011, Executed In Texas

Livingston, United States.A man was
executed by lethal injection in the US
state of Texas on Wednesday for the
2011 murder of a pastor that he insisted
he did not commit. Steven Nelson, 37,
spent more than a dozen years on death
row for the murder of Clint Dobson, 28,
during a robbery of the NorthPointe
Baptist Church in Arlington, near
Dallas.Dobson was beaten and
suffocated with a plastic bag. Judy
Elliott, the church secretary, was also
badly beaten but survived.Nelson's
appeals against his conviction and
death sentence were repeatedly
rejected by Texas courts and the US
Supreme Court had declined to hear his
case.He was executed and pronounced
dead at 6:50 pm local time (0050 GMT
on Thursday), state official Amanda
Hernandez said in a statement. Nelson
was interviewed by AFP recently at the
maximum-security prison in
Livingston, a town 75 miles (120
kilometers) north of Houston, where he
was awaiting his execution."It's hard at
times," he said. "You're waiting to be
put to death. So that kind of breaks a
little part of you every day... You just
don't want to do nothing."Nelson

acknowledged that he served as a
lookout during the robbery and that he
entered the church after the murder to
steal some items. But he said it was his
two accomplices, who were never

brought to trial, who committed the
murder."I didn't know what was going
on on the inside," he said, claiming his
friends "blamed everything on me."

"So they're free and I'm locked up," he

said. "I'm here on death row because of
what somebody else did.""I'm an
innocent man," Nelson said. "I'm being
executed for a crim a murder, that I did
not commit.""Make my heart
stop'Nelson married a French woman,
Helene Noa Dubois, while in prison,
but said ahead of the execution that he

did not want her to witness it. "I really
don't want her to see that -- me getting
pumped full of drugs and being
overdosed with drugs to kill me, to
make my heart stop."But if she makes
that choice to be there then that's her
choice."In his final statement,
Nelson said he was "at
peace.""Always live for me and
enjoy life," he said, according to
state authorities. "Know I am not
scared... 'm at peace, I'm ready to be
at home. "Let's ride Warden."There
were 25 executions in the United
States last year and Nelson's brought
this year's number to two so far, after
an earlier case in South Carolina.
The death penalty has been abolished
in 23 of the 50 US states, while three
others -- California, Oregon and
Pennsylvania -- have moratoriums in
place.hree states -- Arizona, Ohio and
Tennessee -- that had paused
executions have recently announced
plans to resume them. President
Donald Trump is a proponent of capital
punishment and on his first day in the
White House he called for an
expansion of its use "for the vilest
crimes."

After US, Israel Halts Participation
In UN Human Rights Council

Jerusalem. A day after US President
Donald Trump announced America's
withdrawal from the United Nations
Human Rights Council (UNHRC),
Israel's Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Gideon Sa'ar, said on Wednesday that
Israel would also join the US in its
decision not to participate in the
UNHRC.Sa'ar expressed Israel's
support for Trump's decision, calling it
a step in the right direction.In a post on
X on Wednesday, Israeli Foreign
Minister said, "Israel welcomes
President Trump's decision not to
participate in the UN Human Rights
Council (UNHRC). Israel joins the
United States and will not participate in
the UNHRC."He called the UNHRC to
have "traditionally protected human
rights abusers by allowing them to hide
from scrutiny, and instead obsessively
demonizes the one democracy in the
Middle East - Israel. This body has
focused on attacking a democratic
country and propagating antisemitism,
instead of promoting human
rights.""The discrimination against us

is clear: In the UNHRC, Israel is the
only country with an agenda item
dedicated solely to it. Israel has been
subjected to over 100 condemnatory
resolutions, over 20% of all resolutions
ever passed in the Council - more than
against Iran, Cuba, North Korea and
Venezuela combined. Israel will not
accept this discrimination any longer!"
he added.The announcement from the
Israeli Foreign Minister came amid
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's visit to the United States.

US President Trump made the

announcement during a joint press
conference with Israeli PM Netanyahu
in Washington, DC on Tuesday (local
time). Trump announced America's
departure from the "anti-semitic" UN
Human Rights Council and the UN
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA),
which drew a lot of flak over the
allegations of links with Hamas.

"I'm also pleased to announce that this

afternoon the United States withdrew
from the anti-semitic UN Human
Rights Council and ended all of the

support for the UN Relief and Works
Agency, which funnelled money to
Hamas and which was very disloyal to
humanity. Today I also took action to
restore our maximum pressure policy
on the Iranian regime. And we will
once again enforce the most aggressive
possible sanctions, drive Iranian oil
exports to zero, and diminish the
regime's capacity to fund terror
throughout the region and the world,"
the US President added.tanyahu
arrived in the US on Sunday to discuss
the Gaza ceasefire agreement as well as
plans for the Middle East with Trump,
Al Jazeera reported.The Israeli PM is
also expected to have a meeting with
the US military leaders and members of
Congress, Al Jazeera reported. These
meetings will be held over several
days.During the visit of the Israeli
Prime Minister, Donald Trump said
during the joint conference, "The
bonds of friendship and affection
between the American and Israeli
people have endured for generations,
and they are absolutely unbreakable."

ease.A defender of Islamic culture and
values, he was widely regarded as a builder
of bridges between Muslim societies and

US Government Vessels To

the West despite — or perhaps because
of — his reticence about becoming
involved in politics.A netwrk of
hospitals bearing the Aga Khan's name
is scattered in places where health care
was lacking for the poorest, including
Bangladesh, Tajikistan and
Afghanistan, where he spent tens of
millions of dollars in developing local
economies.Ismailis lived for many
generations in Iran, Syria and South
Asia before also settling in east Africa,
Central Asia and the Middle East, as
well as Europe, North America and
Australia more recently. They consider
it a duty to tithe up to 12.5% of their
income to the Aga Khan as steward.
Shenila Khoja-Moolji, an associate
professor at Georgetown University
who researches Muslim societies, said
Ismailis turn to the Aga Khan in matters
of faith and daily life and often refer to him
"as a paternal figure."

Sail Through Panama
Canal Without Fees

Washington, United States.The United States said

Wednesday that its government vessels would be
allowed to sail for free through the Panama Canal,
following heavy pressure from President Donald
Trump."US government vessels can now transit the
Panama Canal without charge fees, saving the US
government millions of dollars a year," the State
Department said in a post on social media platform X.It
was the first public announcement of promises hinted
at by US Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who said that
Panama offered concessions during his talks on
Sunday.Rubio said he had told Panama that it was
unfair for the United States to be in a position to defend
the vital waterway and also to be charged for its use.

Since winning the November US election, Trump has

refused to rule out the use of force to seize the canal,
through which 40 percent of US container traffic
passes. Trump and Rubio have complained about
Chinese investment -- including ports on both sides of
the canal -- and warned that Beijing could close the

waterway to the United States in a crisis.

Panama has forcefully denied Trump's repeated

allegations that China has been given a role in
operating the canal. But it has also moved to address
US concerns. President Jose Raul Mulino after his talks
with Rubio said that Panama would not renew
membership in the Belt and Road Initiative, Beijing's
signature infrastructure-building program.

Rubio told reporters on Monday that his talks with

Mulino were "respectful” and that the visit was "going
to achieve potentially good things that assuage
concerns we have."

Trump, however, said that he was still "not happy,"

although he acknowledged that Panama had "agreed to
certain things."The United States and Panama are
scheduled to hold new talks on Friday to discuss the
canal.

Trump in his inaugural address said the United States

would be "taking back" the canal -- built more than a
century ago by Washington with Afro-Caribbean labor
and handed back to Panama at the end of 1999.

Following Trump, Argentina quits WHO; says 'would not
allow international body to interfere in sovereignty’

J

The decision was based on "deep differences regarding health management, especially

during the pandemic," President Javier Milei's spokesman told reporters.

BUENOS AIRES. Argentina said
Wednesday it will pull out of the World
Health Organization, following in the
footsteps of the United States and citing
similar complaints over the UN body's
management of the Covid-19 pandemic.

resident Javier Milei's spokesman announced
the decision two weeks after President
Donald Trump, an ideological ally and hero
of the Argentine leader, announced
Washington's planned exit from the agency.

Milei's decision was based on "deep
differences regarding health management
especially during the pandemic,"
spokesman Manuel Adorni told reporters,
adding Argentina would not "allow an
international body to interfere in our
sovereignty."He cited the "longest
lockdown in the history of humanity" and
"a lack of independence (at the WHO) in

the face of the political influence of some
states," without naming names.Adorni
insisted the measure gave Argentina
"greater flexibility to implement policies
adapted to the context" locally, while
ensuring "greater availability of
resources."HO data shows Argentina
contributed some $8.75 million in
membership fees to the organization across

2022 and 2023 -- 0.11 percent of the total

budget.It is slated to contribute $8.25
million for the two-year 2024/25 cycle.he
vast majority of the United Nations health
agency's budget comes from voluntary
contributions, however, and Argentina has
made none in recent years.Adorni said
Argentina "does not receive funding from
the WHO, so this measure does not
represent a loss of funds for the country."ast
year, Argentina refused to join a new
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pandemic protocol drawn up by the WHO
and gave notice of its intention to withdraw
from the agency altogether.'Endless
quarantines'A statement from the
president's office, issued after Adorni's
briefing, elaborated on the decision.It
claimed the WHO had "promoted endless
quarantines without scientific basis" as the
world battled the Covid-19 pandemic,
which claimed millions of lives.The

quarantines caused one of the greatest
economic catastrophes in world history,"
the presidency said.Self-declared
"anarcho-capitalist" Milei is an avowed
fan of Trump, who signed an order within
hours of his January 20 inauguration for
the United States to withdraw from the
WHO, which he has also criticized for its
handling of the pandemic.

Washington was the biggest contributor to
the Geneva-based organization, which
Trump claimed had "ripped us off," and the
US withdrawal leaves global health
initiatives short of funding.Since taking
office in December 2023, Milei has gutted
public spending, having vowed to maintain
a zero budget deficit after years of
overspending.His austerity measures are
estimated to have tipped millions more
people into poverty.
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Neymar makes emotional yet
lacklustre Santos return in 1-1
draw vs Botafogo

Brazilian forward Neymar made an emotional
return to his boyhood club, Santos, in a much-
anticipated match against Botafogo in the
Brazilian Paulista Championship on
Wednesday. Despite the hype surrounding his
homecoming, the game ended in a lacklustre
1-1 draw, leaving fans with mixed feelings.

Santos president Marcelo Teixeira had
announced Neymar's return following his
departure from Al Hilal, marking an
emotional homecoming for the Brazilian
sensation. The Urbano Caldeira stadium was a
cauldron of emotion as Neymar, who left
Santos 12 years ago to embark on a stellar
European career, received a hero's welcome.

The stands erupted in celebration, with fans
lighting up their mobile phones to honour the
club icon on his 33rd birthday. Tears and
cheers filled the air as Neymar stepped onto

the pitch, symbolising a full-circle moment in
his career.Starting on the bench, Neymar
watched as Santos took the lead in the first
half through Tiquinho Soares' penalty.
However, when he finally entered the game
after halftime, he struggled to find his rhythm.
His return to competitive football after a 16-
month injury layoff proved challenging, as he
failed to produce the magic that once defined
his playing style.Botafogo capitalised on
Santos' inability to extend their lead, with
Alexandre de Jesus scoring the equaliser in
the 67th minute. The match took a dramatic
turn four minutes later when Wallison was
sent off for a foul on Neymar, but Santos failed
to capitalise on their numerical advantage.
Reflecting on his return, Neymar expressed
deep emotion: "I can't find the words to
express the feeling when you love something.
I love Santos very much and I can't find the
words to describe the feeling I felt when I
stepped out onto the pitch today.

He acknowledged the difficulty of the game,
noting that Botafogo's defensive discipline
and physicality made it a tough contest. "It
was a very difficult game. 1 had even
commented that my father was there on the
side. I said, it's a difficult game, they're
marking a lot at the back, they're a team that
defends alot, alot ofhitting.

India vs Pakistan not
just ‘another' game
for Gautam Gambhir:
Ravi Shastri

New Delhi. After India head coach Gautam
Gambhir dubbed India vs Pakistan as just
another game in the Champions Trophy,
former cricketers Ravi Shastri and Ricky
Ponting joked that there is a lot going on deep
in Gambhir's mind and heart.Speaking on the
ICC Review, Shastri said that Gambhir's
poker face is just for the media and that he
would be desperate to win the clash between
the arch-rivals in the Champions Trophy
2025.India and Pakistan have been pulled
into the same group, as has been the case for
several years now. Shastri said that Gambhir
would not want to lose a match against
Pakistan and be 'that guy' who gets reminded
for being the one who lost against the arch-
rivals.After India head coach Gautam

Gambhir dubbed India vs Pakistan as just
another game in the Champions Trophy,
former cricketers Ravi Shastri and Ricky
Ponting joked that there is a lot going on deep
in Gambhir's mind and heart.

Speaking on the ICC Review, Shastri said that
Gambhir's poker face is just for the media
and that he would be desperate to win the
clash between the arch-rivals in the
Champions Trophy 2025.India and Pakistan
have been pulled into the same group, as has
been the case for several years now. Shastri
said that Gambhir would not want to lose a
match against Pakistan and be 'that guy' who
gets reminded for being the one who lost
against the arch-rivals.“People don't care
what you have done in the past. They're not
bothered about the last 10 games if you won
eight or nine. But they'll remind you if you
lose one, until the next time you play them.

“It can be a taxi driver, it could be anyone on
the street. What happened to India? The same
question to Pakistan. What happened to
Pakistan? So it always plays on your mind,
whether you like it or not, it's a different
game. Different beasts altogether.”

Shastri's comments came in the backdrop of
Gambhir's interview with Star on the night of
the BCCI Naman Awards. In that interview,
Gambhir was asked about the hype
surrounding India vs Pakistan.

SL vs AUS: Australia batter Cooper Connolly
makes Test debut against Sri Lanka

o Cooper Connolly was handed his
Baggy Green cap as the youngster
made his Test debut in the second
match of the two-Test series
against Sri Lanka in Galle.

New Delhi Cooper Connolly received his
Baggy Green cap as he made his Test debut
against Sri Lanka in Galle during the second
match of the two-Test series. Connolly, a
spin-bowling allrounder who has yet to
capture a wicket in four first-class games,
received the Baggy Green Cap 471 from
fellow Western Australian and former Test
allrounder Simon Katich.Australia captain
Steve Smith won the toss and opted to bowl
in the second Test. Smith also confirmed that
there was one change in the side with Cooper
Connolly making his debut in place of Todd
Murphy.Connolly's father, Shane (a former
player), and mother, Donna, attended the
presentation after travelling from Perth
ahead of last week's first Test. Connolly
replaced Todd Murphy in Australia's playing
XI from last week's first Test in Galle, as the
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a ground designed to help spin bowling and
where runs are anticipated to be
limited.Connolly was named BBL 2025
Player of the Tournament earlier this week
after dominating with the bat for the Perth
Scorchers and finishing as the highest run
scorer.

side attempts to bolster their batting depthon Sri Lanka vs Australia 2nd Test Day 1:
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"From what I've seen in the nets he bowls some
really good balls," Smith said about
Connolly. "He was pretty consistent where
he was bowling in Dubai and in the nets here,
and that's kind of all you've got to do in these
conditions. Just try and bowl as many good
balls in a good area, and just let the
conditions take over.A special pre-game
ceremony was also given to former Sri

Yashasvi Jaiswal reveals secret behind
his fremendous six-hitting prowess

New Delhi Young India opening batter
Yashasvi Jaiswal has credited the Indian
Premier League (IPL) for building his
sensational six-hitting prowess. Jaiswal
etched his name in record books as he
registered the most sixes in a bilateral
Test series in 2024 against England. The
southpaw smashed 26 sixes in five
matches (9 innings) to break Rohit
Sharma’s record of 19 sixes achieved in
2019 against South Africa.Furthermore,
the youngster also broke the record for
most sixes in a calendar year clobbering
36 maximums in 2024 leaving behind
Brendon McCullum (33 sixes) in the list.
Recently, the 23-year-old was asked about
the secret behind his six-hitting and he
thanked his IPL team Rajasthan Royals
(RR) for giving him a nice setup to work on
his skills.

“IPL has helped me a lot to improve my sixes

and especially I would like to mention Zubin

IND vs ENG, Stats Preview:
Rohit Sharma eye massive

IND vs ENG: Virat Kohli and Rohit
Sharma have plenty of milestones to
look forward to when India and
England face off in the three-match
0DI series, starting February 6 in

Nagpur.

New Delhi. India are all set to cross swords

with England in a three-match ODI series as
a part of their preparations for the
Champions Trophy, which is knocking on
the doors. Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli had
a torrid time on the tour of Australia where
they struggled to score against the quality
Australian pacers, including Scott Boland,
Mitchell Starc and Pat Cummins.Rohit and
Virat also returned to playing in the Ranji
Trophy, but did not taste success. The duo
will be desperate to return to form before
India step out to play against Najmul
Shanto’s Bangladesh in India’s Champions
Trophy opener at the Dubai International
Cricket Stadium.

The focus will also be on spinner Varun

Chakravarthy, who recently rattled England
with 14 wickets including a five-wicket haul
in the five-match T201 series. Chakravarthy
recently broke into the top five of the ICC

Bharucha sir, he has helped me a lot in my
cricket from last so many years. I would also
like to thank Rajasthan Royals, they have
provided me a really nice setup that I can go
and prepare well. So I can say that this is the
contribution of a lot of people and then I also
practice a lot to hit sixes,” Jaiswal told
Forbes India.Furthermore, Jaiswal was

rankings for bowlers after his stupendous
bowling in the Rajkot T20I.As far as
England are concerned, Jos Buttler has his
task cut out to bounce back. Joe Root will be
playing in his first ODI since the ODI World
Cup 2023. Rohit, Virat, Buttler and a few
other players, meanwhile, are on the cusp of
afew records in the upcoming series.

Here are some of the probable records which

could tumble in the India vs England ODI
series94 — Runs Virat Kohli needs to
complete 14000 runs in ODIs and become

the fastest to the landmark. Sachin
Tendulkar holds the record, which he made
back in 2006 in his 350th innings.134 — Runs
Rohit Sharma needs to complete 11000 ODI
runs and become the second-fastest to the
milestone. Virat Kohli holds the record after
he reached the landmark back in 2019 in his

asked about his ODI ambitions
after having left his mark in Test
and T20I cricket and the youngster
admitted being excited on his
maiden ODI call up.

I'wish I will be a part of the ODI team:
Jaiswal“l don’t know what will
happen. Of Course, I’'m excited. I
wish I will be a part of the one-day
team. I’m excited, but let’s see, I
will be in present and whatever
comes in front of me [ will try to do
that,” he added.Jaiswal has been
selected in the Indian team for the

ODI series against England and the

upcoming ICC Champions Trophy 2025.

The southpaw has been selected as the third

opener in the squad alongside captain Rohit

Sharma and Shubman Gill. It remains to be

seen whether Jaiswal will get an opportunity

to make his ODI debut in the upcoming
rubber against England.

Virat Kohli,
ODI records

222nd innings.12 — Runs Virat Kohli needs
to become the leading run-scorer by an
Indian against England in international
cricket. Sachin Tendulkar is the record-
holder with 3990 runs from 69 matches.

21 — Runs Virat Kohli needs to become the

sixth batter to score 4000 runs against
England in international cricket. Don
Bradman (5028), Allan Border (4850), Steve
Smith (4815), Vivian Richards (4488) and
Ricky Ponting (4141 runs) are the other
batters to the landmark.24 — Runs Rohit
Sharma needs to enter the top 10 of the all-
time run-scorers list in ODIs. Currently,
Rahul Dravid is at 10th with 10889 runs
from 344 matches at an average of
39.16.206 — Runs Virat Kohli needs to
become the leading run-scorer for India in
ODIs against England. MS Dhoni holds the
record with 1546 runs from 48 matches atan
average of 46.84.5 — Wickets Mohammed
Shami needs to become the fastest Indian to
200 wickets in ODIs. Ajit Agarkar holds the
record in 133 innings that he made back in
2004 against Bangladesh in Dhaka.

92 — Runs Jos Buttler needs to become the

seventh English batter to score 2000 runs in
international cricket against India. Joe Root
(3746), Alastair Cook (3253), Kevin
Pietersen (2890), Ian Bell (2506), Graham
Gooch (2145) and Jonny Bairstow (2076)
are the other batters to the milestone.

.
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Lanka captain Dimuth Karunaratne, whose
100th Test appearance today would also be
his last after announcing his retirement from
all forms of cricket yesterday. When asked
yesterday about Connolly's chances of
making his debut in the harsh conditions,
Smith said he wasn't concerned about the
left-armer's lack of red-ball bowling
experience.

WPL will play key role in India's
preparations for 0Dl World Cup:
Harmanpreet Kaur

India captain Harmanpreet Kaur said that the

Women's Premier League (WPL) will play a
key role in India's preparations for the
upcoming ODI World Cup, scheduled later
this year in India. Harmanpreet believes that
the WPL 2025 will help Indian players refine
their skills and improve their fitness during
the free window following the tournament.

The five-team WPL is scheduled to take place

from February 14 to March 15 across four
cities in India, featuring 20 league matches
and two knockout games. Following the
tournament, Indian players will have over
three months before heading to England for a
bilateral series comprising five T20Is and
three ODIs. Another gap of nearly two months
will follow before their next
assignment—three home ODIs against world
champions Australia in late

September—Ieading into the 50-over World
Cup in October.Speaking at a press
conference in Mumbai, Harmanpreet Kaur
stated, "I think this WPL is going to play a

i-_.l

very big role because this year we have the
ODI World Cup. After the WPL, we have a
very good window where we can work on our
fitness and raise our fitness level. I think that
gap will really help us to work really hard on
ourselves."Mumbai Indians head coach
Charlotte Edwards also shared her insights,
particularly on the team's approach and the
status of pacer Pooja Vastrakar, who is
currently recovering from an injury. "Every
player that comes into MI hopefully knows
what's expected of them. But equally
important is that aggressive approach, which
is what we want to have throughout when we
bat, bowl, or field-something we tried to
instill in most of the players," she said.

Edwards emphasised the importance of players

having clarity about their strengths and
playing fearless cricket while enjoying the
game. "That's what makes me and Jhulan
[Goswami, bowling coach and mentor] very
happy—when they've got smiles on their
faces and they can impact games the way they
have done. I thought we played some fantastic
cricket last year, and that's all we can ask for.

Newcastle United knock out
Arsenal to reach Carabao Cup final

Newcastle United booked their
place in the Carabao Cup final
after a comprehensive 2-0 (4-0 on
aggregate) victory over Arsenal at
St James' Park.

New Delhi. Newcastle United secured a place

in the Carabao Cup final after a 2-0 victory
over Arsenal at St James' Park, sealing a
resounding 4-0 aggregate win. The Magpies,
who last won a major trophy in 1955, will
now face either Liverpool or Tottenham
Hotspur at Wembley next month.

Newcastle's dominant display over both legs

ensured they returned to the League Cup final
for the second time in three seasons, hoping to
go one better than in 2023 when they lost to
Manchester United. Arsenal, already facing a

two-goal deficit from the first leg at
the Emirates, had a mountain to
climb. Any hope of a comeback
was dashed in the 19th minute
when Jacob Murphy pounced on a
rebound after Alexander Isak's shot
struck the post, putting Newcastle
firmly in control.The Gunners'
night worsened early in the second
half when a defensive lapse
allowed Anthony Gordon to |
capitalise on a misplaced pass,
coolly slotting past goalkeeper
David Raya in the 52nd minute to
put the tie beyond doubt."I was
very happy (Odegaard) missed it,"
Newcastle's Brazilian skipper
Bruno Guimaraes said. "That was a big
opportunity for them and then I think less
than two minutes later we score. It was a
game changer."l felt anxious before the
game, big game, Arsenal a top, top team but
when we play like that we become an

amazing team. Play like that and we can
dream big."

Mikel Arteta's men, fresh off a stunning 5-1
win over Manchester City, never found their
rhythm, and their challenge became even
steeper when Gabriel Martinelli was forced
off with a hamstring injury before halftime.

With key attackers Gabriel Jesus
and Bukayo Saka also sidelined,
the injury blow could further affect
Arsenal's campaign.

Newcastle, spurred on by a jubilant
home crowd, managed the
remainder of the match with ease,
keeping Arsenal at bay and
ensuring a return to Wembley. Their
Brazilian captain, Bruno
Guimar£es, emphasized the
importance of Jacob Murphy's
opener, acknowledging the game-
changing moment following
Martin Odegaard's missed
opportunity minutes earlier. With

Tottenham carrying a slender 1-0 lead into

their second leg against Liverpool at Anfield,

Newcastle will now await the outcome to

determine their opponent in the final. For the

Magpies and their passionate supporters, the

dream of ending their long silverware

drought remains very much alive.
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Mere Husband Ki Biwi OTT Release:
Where To Stream Arjun Kapoor

W
Pednekar's

Romantic Comedy

ﬁ rjun Kapoor, Bhumi Pednekar and Rakul Preet Singh will soon appear in the romantic

comedy Mere Husband Ki Biwi. The trailer was released some days back, and the

film promises to be chaotic and humorous. Fans are quite excited to see this trio on
screen together for the first time. In the latest, it has been revealed which OTT platform g
would stream the film post its theatrical run.The movie Mere Husband Ki Biwi will be "
available for streaming on Disney+ Hotstar. If people miss the film in cinemas, they will be \
able to see it for the first time or relive their experience again on the OTT platform. However,
there is currently no information about the film’s digital release date.

The trailer provided a glimpse of the turmoil that awaits the audience. It shows Arjun

Kapoor‘s character Ankur stuck between his ex-wife, Bhumi Pednekar, and his fiancee,
Antara, played by Rakul Preet Singh. The trailer was full of homour and there was a
reference to Arjun’s popular character, Danger Lanka, from Singham Again. The logline
along with the trailer mentions that the movie is a “hilarious and heartwarming modern-day

romance set in Delhi, where love, fate and unexpected twists put one man in a chaotic
dilemma. Caught between a rekindled spark with Antara and an unexpected twist with
Prabhleen, Ankur’s life takes a hilariously unpredictable turn. Starring Arjun Kapoor,
Rakulpreet Singh, Bhumi Pednekar, to name a few."

The film Mere Husband Ki Biwi is directed by Mudassar Aziz. In addition to Arjun Kapoor,
Bhumi Pednekar and Rakul Preet Singh, the cast includes Aditya Seal, Dino Morea, Harsh
Gujral and others. Vashu Bhagnani and Pooja Entertainment present the film, which is
produced by Vashu Bhagnani, Jackky Bhagnani and Deepshikha Deshmukh. This movie
will be released in theaters on February 21.

Rakul Preet Singh will next appear in De De Pyaar De 2. Unlike the first installment, which
was directed by Akiv Ali, the sequel will be directed by Anshul Sharma. Bhumi will next be
seen in Daldal, where she will portray a cop. The web series will premiere on Amazon Prime
Video next year. Arjun Kapoor made a noteworthy comeback last year playing the
antagonist in Singham Again.

Hina Khan

Breaks Down While Talking About Her Cancer
Journey: 'Ask Us, How Hard It Is'

I I ina Khan attended a public event on the occasion of World Cancer Day on Tuesday when she broke down

e
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while talking about her battle with the disease. A video of the actress has surfaced on social media in whic
she is seen addressing a group of people. She mentioned that is it not easy to battle cancer and added called

for timely testing.“You have no idea how big is it when your tests are negative. Ask us, how hard it is. (breaks do ;
Iam so sorry. Itis so hard to read those reports, visit a doctor after getting reports and getting a diagnosis. It is bettei¥
to spend money on testing. It is not a waste of money," Hina said. | /

Earlier in the day, Hina also spoke to the news agency ANI when she mentioned that it is very important for
cancer to be diagnosed on time. She also expressed gratitude to Prime Minister Narendra Modi for initiatives
like Ayushman Bharat, which is a national public health insurance scheme.“When I was diagnosed with
cancer, my treatment was started
within 2-3 days. 1 know how = #gs
important it is to not lose time. '
On this World Cancer Day, I
want to thank the government’s ”
initiatives like Ayushman . 3
Bharat. I have seen it in Tata 7
Memorial Hospital and many f j
other hospitals. The people
now have the chance of
timely treatment which is
very important," Hina said.

Hina Khan, who confirmed
her cancer diagnosis in
June 2024, has been
sharing several ‘-
motivational posts online
during her healing
journey.Meanwhile, on

the work front, Hins was recently seen in Griha Laxmi. In the show, she portrays a simple housewife

who becomes the reigning queen of the city’s drug world. Last month, Hina spoke exclusively to

News18 Showsha when she opened up about promoting the show during cancer treatment.“None

of'this was planned. We weren’t waiting to start the promotions of Griha Laxmi and release it after

my diagnosis. But now that this is happening, people are relating my character to my real-life

personality even more," she said.

Nadaaniyan: Dia Mirza As Ibrahim Al
Khan's Mother In His Debut, Suniel
Shetty Wlll Be Khushl Kapoor S Dad7

set to make his Bollywood debut in

Nadaaniyan. Ibrahim will romance Khushi
Kapoor in the film; as per a new post by the
makers, it seems like Dia Mirza and Jugal
Hansraj will play his parents in the film. The post
also hints that Suniel Shetty and Mahima
Chaudhry will play Khushi Kapoor’s parents in
Nadaaniyan.In a new post by the makers, a photo
features Khushi Kapoor seated with Suniel
Shetty for breakfast as Mahima Chaudhry stands
behind them, holding them close. Another photo
features Ibrahim Ali Khan standing with Jugal
Hansraj and Dia Mirza as the actress leaned her
head on the debutant actor.

S aif Ali Khan’s son, Ibrahim Ali Khan, is all

Netflix’s synopsis of Nadaaniyan reads, “A South

Delhi diva, a middle-class overachiever, and one
outrageous plan: hiring him as her fake boyfriend
to save her squad. But when real feelings come
into play, can they handle the chaos of falling in
love?"On Monday, the first song of the film, Ishq
Mein, was unveiled at the Next on Netflix event.
Ishq Mein is a soulful celebration of love in its
purest form and promises to leave audiences
captivated. The track is composed by the
acclaimed musical duo Sachin-Jigar and is
penned by the legendary Amitabh Bhattacharya.
The vocals are by Sachet Tandon and Asees
Kaur. Ibrahim Ali Khan and Khushi Kapoor
danced to the song at the Netflix
event.Nadaaniyan gears up to unfold its story of
love and take audiences on a whirlwind of
emotions and promises to be the perfect blend of
mischief, self-discovery, and heart-fluttering
romance. The Shauna Gautam film will be
released worldwide on Netflix and is produced
by Dharmatic Entertainment. The release date of
the film is yet to be announced.

Jashwanth Bopanna REACTS To
Cheating Allegations Amid Akriti Negi
Breakup Far From Truth'

ﬁ a..
5 ‘_*'

reacted to rumours claiming he was cheating

on his former girlfriend, Akriti Negi.
Recently, Bopanna slammed social media users
claiming he wasn’t loyal in his relationship with
Negi. He called the claims “false" and asked
people not to jump to any conclusion.“Just
because I'm the only one giving the fans and
supporters some clarity doesn’t mean I’'m at fault
in the relationship, neither am 1 the only one
responsible for the breakup. People are jumping
to conclusions, stating that I’ve been unfaithful or
that I didn’t give the relationship a chance, but
that’s far from the truth. I’d like to put those
rumours to rest," Jashwanth told Etimes.

S plitsvilla X5 winner Jashwanth Bopanna has

This comes a day after Jashwanth confirmed his

breakup with Akriti. He admitted that it was a
difficult decision for both of them and claimed
that they decided to part ways because of the
change in their equation over some time.

“We decided to part ways because, over time, [ felt

Rashmika Mandanna, Triptii Dimri, Aditya Roy Kapur:

How social media has redefined 'National Crush’

riyanka Chopra, Bollywood s ultimate fashionista, is

in India celebrating her brother Siddharth Chopra s

wedding. At his Mehendi-Sangeet ceremony, she
stunned in a bejewelled floral Rahul Mishra gown.
However, it was her opulent necklace that truly stole the
spotlight. Priyanka wowed everyone with a stunning
statement necklace at her brother s Sangeet ceremony.

Juhi Chawla opens up about
meeting Shah Rukh Khan and
Aamir Khan at Junaid Khan’s

"Loveyapa’ screening

Juhi Chawla recently had a memorable
reunion with Bollywood superstars and
her lovely co-stars Shah Rukh Khan and
Aamir Khan at Junaid Khan and Khushi
Kapoor's "Loveyapa’ screening. Taking
to her Instagram handle, she shared
some sweet pictures with them and
penned a heartfelt note for the same.

AFFIDAVIT

lApama Devi wio Jay
Ram Sahu, Resident of
Gamharia, PO & PS - Arki,
Dist.- Khunti , Jharkhand
vide affidavit no 196 dated
23.12.24. Declare that in
my Adhar no.
585626715196, Banta
Devi w/o Jay Ram Sahu
also showing. My correct
Name is Aparna Devi as
affidavit for all purpose.
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