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What went wrong in
DC’s crowded skies

The January 29 cold evening mid-air collision
between a US army Black Hawk UH-60 chopper
and an American Airlines Bombardier CRJ700
regional jet outside of Reagan National Airport,
Washington DC, which killed all aboard both the
flying machines, has brought the question of flight
safety back on the public platform.While no
conclusion can be arrived at before the completion
and revelation of the accident inquiry report, it,
nevertheless, is plausible to build a scenario to
understand the nuances of flight safety, which is of
universal applicability and relevance.First,
aviation is an inherently unforgiving world
wherein only the champion lives to fly another day
and the runner-up has no place whatsoever. Hence,
even the slightest of an error by man or the tiniest
of machine malfunction could be fatal. This makes
an accident either avoidable or unavoidable.
However, no mid-air collision normally can be
termed unavoidable because, prima facie, it's got
to be avoidable unless proved otherwise.Thus, the
provisional verdict of the January 29 air accident
over the Potomac river of Washington DC is that it
was avoidable. How? Visualise the descent of the
Bombardier passenger aircraft. Gliding down to
the 5,204-foot runway 15/33 at the approach speed
of 140 km per hour under air traffic controller
(ATC) guidance, the passenger craft was allegedly
rammed into by an army helicopter at an altitude
which is much above and beyond its designated
and prescribed altitude. Consequently, both the
vertical and horizontal separation of the two flying
machines turned into a common fireball.

Indisputably, therefore, whereas the passenger
aircraft was following the descent procedure
through the ATC, the army craft had gone astray.
What failed? Man or machine? Understandably,
the US aviation, along with other non-American
operators, is in a tizzy, owing to it being the US
capital city airport, in the vicinity of the dwellings
of rulers of the superpower.Hereinafter, we need
not go further into the realm of speculation but
await the accident inquiry findings on the "what,
how, why" and other nitty-gritties of
circumstances and factors leading to the mishap
and future remedial actions. The moot point,
nevertheless, is the ambience of flight operations
in and around Washington DC Reagan National
Airport, which handles more than 800 flights per
day, making it one of the busiest and most crowded
US airfields.

One can argue that since the DC airport has three
runways to handle the traffic what could be the
problem? Precisely! Those three runways are the
problem because none of them runs parallel to
each other. All three intersect each other. It is like
the Mumbai airport’s 11,447-foot main runway
27-09 being cut through the middle by a shorter
9,810-foot 14-32 runway. Fortunately, the shorter
Mumbai runway isn't yet as busy as the DC one
owing to difficult flight manoeuvre from either
side, for both take-off and touchdown for bigger
and heavier aircraft. Else, life could be a nightmare
for both air traffic control and operating flying
crew in Mumbai. Hence, the Mumbai 27-09 (East-
West axis) Thane Creek-to-Arabian Sea runway
remains the mainstay of the metropolis airport.

The wheels of justice have turned at a painfully

Sowing discontent: Budget cuts threaten farm sustainability

The increase in the Kisan Credit Card credit limit will result in increased debt for farmers.

The allocation for various sections of agriculture in the

2025-26 Union Budget is a mixed bag. There are
incremental improvements in credit access, research and
specific crop-focussed missions. But the overall
reduction in budgetary allocation, capital expenditure
and lack of focus on climate resilience and rural
infrastructure raises serious concerns.

The success of government efforts will depend on effective

fund utilisation, transparent implementation and timely
interventions to address agricultural distress. Without
addressing these issues, achieving sustainable growth in
the farm sector may remain a challenge.

Farmers have been agitating for purchase at minimum

support price (C2+50 per cent) since 2017, but the
government has not made any allocation in the Budget for
the legal guarantee of purchase and loan waiver.

This Budget will make farmers more indebted. The

government has waived Rs 16 lakh crore of corporates'
loans, but Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has not
waived farmers' loans worth Rs 16,000 crore. The
increase in the Kisan Credit Card credit limit will only
result in increased debt for farmers. The government
should have taken steps to reduce their indebtedness.

The Finance Minister spoke repeatedly about increasing

the production of pulses in the country. We need to do this
quickly. But I don't see this happening in the near future
unless farmers are assured of remunerative prices for
crops. They made the country self-sufficient in wheat and
paddy production. But, in the absence of MSP for many
other crops, their incomes have gone down, along with
the water tables in Punjab and Haryana. This is a big
disincentive and will make farmers wary of sowing
pulses.The minister spoke of agriculture as the first
engine of growth. In the northern region, Haryana and
Punjab are the leading agrarian states and Himachal
Pradesh and J&K major producers of fruits and
vegetables. The hill states have good tourism potential,
too. Unfortunately, all these sectors have been accorded a
low priority. The minister has rejected all
recommendations of the Agriculture Parliamentary
Committee. The PM-KISAN scheme allocation remains
unchanged despite the rising input costs for farmers. With
inflation and the increasing cost of fertilisers, seeds and
labour, the stagnation in the PM-KISAN support could
reduce its real impact.The agriculture sector employs
more than 60 per cent of the working population and
contributes 18 per cent to the country's GDP. The
allocation for agriculture is Rs 1.71 lakh crore, which is
only 3.37 per cent of the total budget of Rs 50.65 lakh
crore.If the farmers' income is to be doubled, the
agriculture sector will have to grow at the rate of 12-to-14
per cent. To make India a developed country by 2047, the
GDP should also grow at the rate of 8 per cent.
Agriculture investment should be around 10 per cent of
the total budget expenditure. The cut in the allocation for

fertilisers is likely to impact the fertiliser subsidy. This
year, the allocation isRs 1,56,502.44 crore as compared to
the last financial year's revised estimates of Rs
1,83,003.29 crore.he new initiatives like the National
Mission on High-Yielding Seeds and the Mission for
Cotton Productivity are promising, but there is no clear
roadmap or fund allocation breakdown to ensure
effective implementation of the schemes.A mission for
fruits and vegetables has also been planned. But in view
of the earlier programme for tomato, onion and potato
(TOP) — which was later expanded and termed Greens
— not showing much results, it will be interesting to see
whether this thrust helps achieve the desired results.

The Finance Minister allocated Rs 41,000 crore to J&K,

which is down from

Rs 42,277.74 crore from the current financial year. This

region requires far more for recovery and growth.

The Budget fails to address specific challenges faced by

farmers in states like Punjab and Haryana, where crop
diversification, water scarcity and increasing input costs
remain pressing issues. The measures are seen as generic
and not targeted enough at regions with distinct
agricultural needs.On May 12, 1994, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan, Delhi and
Uttarakhand had signed a water-sharing agreement for
the Yamuna river. It was intended to resolve disputes over
water-sharing among the states. Three multipurpose

Justice at last

Rogue cops deserve no leniency

Coming back to the DC Reagan airport, the mid-air
collision has opened a Pandora's box as volcanic
eruptions from various quarters have made things
acutely embarrassing for the US government, led
by an irrepressible and mercurial new President of
the US (POTUS), Donald Trump.True to his style,
the POTUS has been disdainful towards the
mishap. Taking a political potshot, he has blamed
the "diversity, equity, inclusion" policy of his
predecessor. He has, thereby, given cover to
technical failure even before deciphering the
causes and consequences of man-machine-
weather factors leading to the air disaster in the
periphery of the airport.

Understandably, Captain Cheasley Sullenberger —
considered a national hero of the January 15,2009
Airbus flight ditching at the Hudson river
following a twin-engine failure after take-off from
New York's La Guardia runway (wherein all of the

slow pace for the families of Baldev Singh and
Lakhwinder Singh, who were killed in a fake
encounter in Amritsar in 1992. At long last, a
special CBI court has paved the way for much-
needed closure. Two former Punjab Police
officers have been awarded life imprisonment for
eliminating both youths, who were falsely
branded as hardcore terrorists and framed in a
murder case. ‘Complete justice’, however, has
remained elusive: five of the accused died during
the protracted trial, while two were acquitted. The
horrifying truth came to light only after the CBI,
acting on a Supreme Court order passed in 1995,
took over the probe into large-scale cremation of
unclaimed bodies by the state police. That was also the
year when human rights crusader Jaswant Singh
Khalra, whose biopic (Punjab ’95) is mired in a

155 aboard survived) — hit back at the POTUS
with three words: "Not surprised, disgusted."

At first, the comments from US President Donald Trump
sounded like a cross between random musings and
disjointed ramblings. His desire to buy Greenland from
the Danes, annex Canada as a great 5lst state of
America, reclaim the Panama Canal and rename the
Gulf of Mexico, and his proclivity to deploy tariffs as an
instrument of foreign policy weren’t just bizarre. They
harked back to the heyday of imperialism in the 19th
century, to a time when foreign territories could be
conquered, bought or sold without any reference to the
local inhabitants and mercantile economics ruled the
roost.The reactions from shocked friends and
neighbours about the hostile acquisition bids came in
fast and furious, while friendly souls in Washington DC
tried to figure out which part of which comment could
possibly be interpreted as Version 2.0 of Trump’s The
Art of the Deal. ‘Bizarre’ has become the new byword in
Washington. The President’s February 4 remarks on
Gaza as he stood alongside Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu in the White House were par for
the course. In the formal setting of a White House joint
press briefing and while reading from a written text,
Trump declared, “The US will take over the Gaza Strip
and we’ll do a job with it, too ... we’ll own it and be
responsible.... We’re going to take over that piece, and
we’re going to develop it.”For good measure, he added
that he saw it as a “long-term ownership position” and
that “this was not a decision made lightly”. As
Netanyahu smirked with visible satisfaction, Trump
went on to say that he expected Jordan and Egypt to take
in some 2.3 million displaced Palestinians from Gaza
and that he was confident of persuading King Abdullah
IT and President El-Sisi to do so, having previously
hinted that US aid gave him the necessary leverage over
them.But this wasn’t the usual case of random Trump
musings. The intent had been telegraphed in comments
over the past week. And it was taken seriously enough

CBI investigation revealed that he was abducted,
tortured and murdered by cops. Khalra was targeted
because he knew too much about the ‘disappearance’ of
) ; , Sikh youths during the era of militancy in Punjab.

censorship row, “vanished” off the face of the earth. A Tpge were nightmarish times for the border state — the

Trump stirs the Gaza pot

Bizarre” has become the new byword in Washington under Trump

for a group of Arab foreign ministers, including those of
Jordan and Egypt, to issue a joint statement from Cairo
on February 1 thatany plan that encouraged the “transfer
or uprooting of Palestinians from their land” would
threaten stability in the region, spread conflict and
undermine prospects for peace.

The Saudi foreign office responded with a late-

night response to Trump’s comments,
reaffirming Riyadh’s “complete rejection of
any infringement on the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people, whether through Israeli
settlement policies, annexation of Palestinian
lands or attempts to displace the Palestinian
people from their land.”The statement added,
“The duty of the international community
today is to work to alleviate the severe human
suffering that has been inflicted upon the
Palestinian people, who will remain
committed to their land and will not move from
it.”Trump’s comments have pushed Egypt into
a tight situation, even though President El-Sisi
has been a strong and consistent partner of the
US. Tt was Egypt’s initiative under then
President Anwar Sadat that brought about the
Camp David Accords in 1978 to end the state
of war and establish full diplomatic relations
with Israel. But instead of reaping the peace
dividend, Egypt has found itself in the
unenviable position of being called in to clean
up the mess after every Israel-Gaza conflict — in 2008,
2014, 2018 and since October 7, 2023. Over the past 15
months, Egyptian intelligence officials have worked
closely and without fanfare with counterparts from
Qatar, Israel and the US to work out the contours of the
ongoing ceasefire and concurrent release of Israeli
hostages and Palestinian prisoners. The threat that Egypt
must take displaced Palestinians has caused a real worry

that Trump’s needless provocations not only threaten
Egypt’s nascent economic recovery but that inflamed
passions may even affect the political stability of the
largest country in the Middle East.Jordan, another
staunch ally of the US, finds itself in a similar quandary.
As a result of the Nagba of 1948 and the 1967 war, the

country has already received two large waves of
Palestinian refugees, which, according to some
estimates, amount to 50-60 per cent of its population of
11 million. The suave and erudite King Abdullah IT will
have a real challenge on his hands as he meets President
Trump in the White House on February 11.

Beyond these immediate concerns in Egypt, Jordan and

the larger Arab world are a flood of questions that defy a

dams — one at Renuka (HP) and the Lakhwar-Vyasi
Multi-Purpose Dam Project (MPDP) and Kishau Dam in
Uttarakhand — were to be constructed. The Centre had to
contribute 90 per cent of the cost and the state
governments the remaining 10 per cent. All three projects
were cleared by the authorities concerned. Work was
started, but it has now been stalled at all these dams for
reasons best known to the Centre. The Finance Minister
has said nothing about this.

The health sector in the Union Budget 2025 has several

gaps. The budget increases spending on tertiary care and
physical medical infrastructure, but the PHCs, CHCs,
civil hospitals and rural hospitals remain underfunded,
affecting preventive care and early disease detection. The
Budget also aims to add 10,000 new medical seats, but the
shortage of trained faculty and inadequate infrastructure
inmedical colleges remain major obstacles.

The Budget does not adequately cover the challenges faced

by the education sector in teacher recruitment,
infrastructure and research support. Rural schools lack
basic facilities like toilets, drinking water and electricity.

It is surprising that even after 78 years of independence, the

government has not been able to provide clean drinking
water and has asked for three more years to provide it.
The figure presented by the government of having
provided tap water to 80 per cent of the rural population is
nottrue.

carte blanche given to the police to root out
terrorism led to extra-judicial killings and
other excesses. Terrorism was eventually
eliminated, but not before thousands of
innocent lives were lost. Many police officers
have retired or died without getting their
comeuppance.The verdict in the Baldev-
Lakhwinder case should serve as a cautionary
tale for rogue cops not only in Punjab but also
across the country. Fake encounters continue
to be a scourge as trigger-happy law enforcers
opt for short cuts and ‘instant justice’.
Commendably, courts are sending a clear
message of zero tolerance; the political class
and the police authorities themselves must
follow suit. At stake is the credibility of the guardians
of law and order — and also the sanctity of Article 21,
which guarantees every citizen the right to life and
personal liberty.

rational explanation. Images of tens of thousands of
Palestinians streaming towards their destroyed houses
in northern Gaza following the ceasefire suggest that
they intend to rebuild their lives in a place called home.
Trump has suggested that he could bring in US troops to
implement his plans if he has to.Has the Trump
administration considered the legality of a
forced displacement of people? Is the
displacement temporary or permanent? How
would they force the Palestinians out against
their wishes? Bomb them to extinction, a la
Israel? Will the US also support Netanyahu’s
ambition to annex the West Bank? And has
Trump looked at the possibility of getting
drawn into another forever war despite his
own promise to extract the US from such
conflicts? How does that play with the
isolationist preference of his MAGA
supporters?Trump is keen to deport illegal
migrants and close his country’s borders, but
wants Egypt and Jordan to generously take in a
couple of million. Who pays to resettle them?
Who pays to create the Riviera of the Middle
East that Trump has suddenly visualised in
Gaza? Private capital and real-estate
developers for a grand waterfront
development, as Trump’s son-in-law Jared
Kushner speculated? After all the pain and
suffering endured by the Palestinians, is Gaza
now reduced to a pure real-estate play?At the Jaipur
Literature Festival last week, the moral clarity of Gideon
Levy and Nathan Thrall, the scholarship of Avi Shlaim,
the empathy of Pankaj Mishra and the passionate
articulation of Selma Dabbagh resonated with a well-
read audience to produce just a tiny sliver of hope. With
Trump’s pronouncements of February 4, a shroud has
again been cast on Palestinian aspirations.
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Stock markets open flat as

investors await RBI policy
decision; ITC down 2%

New Delhi Benchmark stock market indices opened
flat on Friday as investors waited for key policy
decision announcements by the RBI Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC).The S&P BSE Sensex was
down by 23.98 points to 78,034.18, while the NSE
Nifty50 lost 7 points t0 23,596.35 as 0of 9:35 AM.

Dr. V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist,
Geojit Financial Services said that today the market
will be focused on the policy response from the MPC,
particularly the message from the new RBI
chief."Even though the INR depreciation doesn’t
provide the favourable macro construct for a rate cut,
the market expects the MPC to vote for a rate cut
today, providing a monetary stimulus
complementing the fiscal stimulus given in the
Budget. Since a 25 bp rate cut is partly discounted by
the market, there can be a sell off if the rate cut
doesn’t materialise," he added.There is only limited
upside for the market since the FIIs have gone back to
selling mode after one day of symbolic buying. Apart
from financials, IT and pharma stocks will continue
to be the focus of DIIs

EPFO settles 5 crore claims

worth over Rs 2L crore in
Fy25

BENGALURU. The Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) has processed over 5.08
claims, for the first time, amounting to Rs
2,05,932.49 crore in FY25.

Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya on Thursday
said auto claim settlements doubled to 1.87 crore
claims in the current financial year, compared to
89.52 lakh auto claims processed during the entire
FY24.The minister highlighted the milestone and
said this has been made possible due to a series of
transformative reforms initiated by the employees’
retirement fund to enhance claim settlement
processes.In FY24, the retirement fund body
processed 4.45 crore claims worth Rs 1,82,838.28
crore. A statement from the labour ministry said
that reforms in the PF transfer claim submission
process have streamlined the workflow
significantly.Since the launch of a simplified
transfer claim application, only 8% of transfer
claims now require member and employer
attestation. About 48% of claims are submitted
directly by members without employer
intervention, while 44% of transfer requests are
generated automatically, it added.

The minister said, “Since the introduction of
simplified procedure, about 97.18% of member
profile corrections have been self-approved by
members, with 1% requiring employer approval,
and office intervention has been reduced to just
0.4%.The rejection cases have dropped to 1.11%
by the employer and 0.21% by the regional office,
reflecting eftectiveness of streamlined processes
and reduced procedural bottlenecks in claim
settlements.” He said the EPFO will continue to
leverage tech and process simplification to ensure
aseamless and efficient service experience.

Airtel net profit up 505% to
Rs 14,781 crore; ARPU rises
to Rs 245
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NEW DELHI. Bharti Airtel, country’s second-largest
telecom service provider, reported a 505% surge in
net profit, reaching Rs 14,781 crore for the quarter
ending December 31, 2024.The telco’s net profit was
Rs 2,442 crore in the same period last fiscal. The
company recorded a one-time gain of Rs 7,546 crore
during the reporting quarter, primarily due to the
consolidation of a majority stake in Indus Towers.

The company’s consolidated revenues for Q3FY25
stood at Rs 45,129 crore, marking a 19.1% year-on-
year (YoY) growth and an 8.8% quarter-on-quarter
(QoQ)rise.

India revenues for the quarter totalled Rs 34,654 crore,
reflecting a 24.6% YoY rise and a 9.8% QoQ growth.
The company’s EBITDA for the quarter was Rs
19,850 crore, a 32.3% YoY rise, with an EBITDA
margin of 57.3%.“We delivered another consistent
quarter with consolidated revenue of 45,129 crore.
Indus Towers consolidation is effective this quarter.
India revenue (excluding Indus) grew by 4.8%
sequentially. Africa maintained strong constant
currency sequential growth trajectory of 5.6%,” said
Gopal Vittal, Vice-chairman and MD of Bharti Airtel.

The company improved its average revenue per user
(ARPU) to the highest level among its competitors at
Rs 245 in Q3, up from Rs 208 in Q3FY24. The telco
added 0.6 million postpaid users in Q3FY25, thereby
increasing its customer base to 25.3 million. Its
market share in the smartphone segment saw
improvement, with an addition of 25.2 million users,
a 10.3% YoY rise. Overall, it added 4947000
customers in the quarter.The telco rolled out nearly
5,200 towers and about 16,300 mobile broadband
stations in Q3. It also stated that its anti-SPAM tool
has brought significant relief, notifying close to 252
million unique customers and effectively combating
the SPAM menace. Powered by Airtel’s Al-driven
network, it identifies over 1 million unique
spammers, making more than 130 million calls daily.

Smartphone segment market share improves

Its market share in smartphone segment saw
improvement, with an addition of 25.2 million users,
a10.3% YoY rise. It added 4947000 customers in Q3.
The telco rolled out 5,200 towers and about 16,300
mobile broadband stations in Q3. It stated that its anti-
SPAM tool has brought major relief, notifying close
to 252 million unique customers and combating the
SPAM menace.

RBI cuts repo rate: 6 key takeaways
from MPC announcement

The central bank has announced
a reduction in the repo rate by
25 basis points for the first time

in nearly five years.

New Delhi The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has declared a reduction in the repo
rate. The announcement was made by
Sanjay Malhotra, in his first key address
after being appointed as the RBI
Governor in December last year.That
said, the following are the six key
announcements from the MPC
meeting: The central bank has announced
a cut in the repo cut by 25 basis points to
6.25% from 6.5%. As a result, the
standing deposit facility (SDF) rate stands
at 6%, while the marginal standing facility
(MSF) rate and the Bank Rate are now at
6.50%.Radhika Rao, Executive Director
and Senior Economist, DBS Bank said,
"The RBI monetary policy committee
voted unanimously for a 25 bps rate cut,

backed by a cautious view on growth
while winter disinflation in food is
expected to limit price stability
risks.""Notably, an emphasis on the
flexibility of the inflation targeting
framework suggests the MPC might
be more tolerant of intermittent

risk.Anticipating a normal
monsoon in the coming year, the
central bank has projected
consumer price index (CPI)
inflation for 2025-26 to be at
4.2%.RBI'S STANCE ON
INDIAN ECONOMY

modest supply driven volatility. The
GDP forecasts point to growth
staying below 7% this year and the
next," she added.

GDPOUTLOOK

With a reduction in the repo rate and an
expected recovery in industrial
activity and robust household
consumption, along with positive
business sentiments, the RBI has
projected the real gross domestic product
(GDP) at 6.7% for 2025-26.CHEAPER
HOME LOANSWith a reduction in the
repo rate, the rate of interest on home
loans will witness a dip, thereby bringing
much-needed relief to the homebuyers.
This would give a boost to demand for
housing and encourage investment in the

The central bank will continue with
~ its neutral monetary policy stance
owing to the global economy’s
slow pace of disinflation, ongoing
geopolitical tensions, and policy
uncertainties.
WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

real estate sector, benefitting both end- The RBI in its endeavour to enhance

users and investors.

INFLATION OUTLOOK

The RBI mentioned that headline inflation
eased during November-December 2024,
as compared to 6.2% in October. The
central bank anticipates core inflation to
remain moderate. However, uncertainty
in global financial markets and adverse
weather conditions coupled with
volatility in energy prices may pose a

women’s role in financial decision-
making and household budgeting, will
launch a campaign titled "Financial
Literacy: Women’s Prosperity,”
commencing from February 24.

It has urged banks across the country to

actively participate in the above-
mentioned campaign to promote
women’s financial inclusion in the
broader economic growth and stability.

Home loans to get cheaper as
RBI cuts rates. Check details

NEW DELHI. The Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) has cut the repo rate
by 25 basis points to 6.25%. The
announcement, made on Friday,
marks the first rate cut since
May 2020 and comes under the
leadership of newly appointed
RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra.This decision means
home loan interest rates will
come down, bringing relief to
homebuyers.The repo rate is the
rate at which the RBI lends
money to commercial banks.
When the repo rate is reduced,
banks can borrow funds at a
lower cost, which often leads to
cheaper loans for customers. With this
latest cut, home loan EMIs are
expected to decrease, making property

purchases more affordable.Lower
home loan interest rates will provide
much-needed relief to homebuyers,
making property purchases more
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affordable by reducing EMIs. This
move is expected to drive demand for
housing, boosting market activity and

3

encouraging more people to invest in
real estate. It also enhances confidence
among both buyers and developers,
leading to a stronger and more
dynamic sector. Developers will
benefit from easier access to funds,
helping them complete projects
faster and meet the rising demand,"
said Manju Yagnik, Vice
Chairperson of Nahar Group and
Senior Vice President of
NAREDCO- Maharashtra.Before
the announcement, analysts were
uncertain about whether the RBI
would lower the rate or keep it
unchanged to manage inflation and
maintain currency stability.
However, with inflation appearing
to be under control and economic
growth remaining steady, the central
bank decided to lower rates.

Fortis deal: IHH seeks Rs
10,930 crore from Daiichi

IHH Healthcare, in
October 2023 had filed a
claim against Daiichi
saying it caused losses to
the company by

preventing it from

proceeding with open

offers to buy a stake in

Fortis Healthcare in 201 8.

—
NEW DELHI. Malaysia’s THH

Healthcare is seeking up to Rs 10,930
crore ($1.25 billion) in damages from
Japan’s Daiichi Sankyo for its
involvement in Fortis Healthcare deal,
the company said on Thursday.

Northern TK Venture (NTK), a

subsidiary of IHH Healthcare, in
October 2023 had filed a claim against

Daiichi saying it caused losses to the
company by preventing it from
proceeding with open offers to buy a
stake in Fortis Healthcare in

“Based on OP Report, the amount of
compensation being sought by NTK
against Daiichi Sankyo ranges from Rs
4.24 billion (about RM 0.2 bn and JPY
7.8 bn at its lowest) to Rs 109.3
billion (RM 5.7 bn and JPY 199.8
billion at its highest), depending
on what relevant parameters are

Cognizant Q4 net
profit declines 2%
to $546 million

BENGALURU. Cognizant on Thursday reported
a 2.1% year-on-year decline in its net profit for
quarter ended December 2024 to $546 million
compared to $558 million in the year-ago period.
The company follows a January-December
calendar yearIts revenue in the December
quarter jumped 6.8% to $5,082 million as
against $4,758 million in the same quarter last
year. The company’s 2024 revenue stood at
$19.7 billion and full-year operating margin was
at 14.7%, an increase of 80 basis points YoY.In
Q1 (Jan-March 2025), the company expects its
revenue to be $5.0 - $5.1 billion, growth of 5.6-
7.1%, or 6.5-8.0% in constant currency. Its
employee count fell by 10,700 YoY to 3,36,800
in December 2024.“We exited the year with
momentum, closing a record 29 large deals
during the year, highlighting the effectiveness of
our strategy. In 2024, we accelerated
investments in our Al-led platforms and added
new capabilities with the acquisitions of
Thirdera and Belcan, further strengthening and

2018.“The Board of Directors of
IHH wishes to announce that NTK
has submitted an additional brief on
Feb 6, 2025, to the court. NTK has
submitted the Feb 6, 2025, brief with an
expert report by NTK’s appointed
expert, Osborne Partners (“OP”),
which includes an analysis and
quantification of the damages suffered
by NTK based on three counterfactual
scenarios had the open offers
proceeded,” said IHH Healthcare in a
filing on Malaysian exchange.It added,

rights to amend its claim for damages,
including to add other heads of loss
and/or to claim the costs of the legal
fees it is seeking from Daiichi Sankyo,
said IHH.IHH Healthcare, Asia’s
largest healthcare group, had bought a
31% stake in Fortis through NTK but
halted its open offer to buy an
additional 26% stake after Japanese
pharmaceutical giant Daiichi filed a
contempt plea against Fortis’ founders -
Shivinder Singh and Malvinder Singh.

applied.”The upper bound of the
damages of Rs 10,930 crore is an
increase from the initial figure of
JPY 20 billion ($131.46 million)
set out in the 14 November 2023
Announcement. In the 6 February
2025 Brief, NTK reserves its

diversifying our portfolio,” said CEO Ravi
Kumar S.“Our focus on client centricity, agility
and innovation is helping clients unlock next
wave of hyper productivity and enterprise-grade
generative Al adoption,” he added. Its voluntary
attrition - tech services on a trailing-twelve
months basis was 15.9% as against 13.8% for the
period ended December 31,2023. “We ended the
year strong, delivering an adjusted operating
margin of 15.7% in Q4 and 20 basis points
expansion for the full year, above our guidance.”

No major cheer in the market
after RBI repo rate cut

NEW DELHI. India’s equity market

benchmarks, the BSE Sensex and NSE
Nifty 50, initially fell sharply following
the RBI’s announcement of a repo rate cut.
However, the indices quickly rebounded
and were trading with minor gains by
11:55 am.Amid high volatility, the Sensex
fluctuated between a low of 77,730 and a
high of 78,357, while the Nifty touched a
low 0f23,439.60 and a high 0f23,694.50.

“Market reaction clearly shows that there

was an expectation of even more easing in
terms of liquidity and even change in
stance. But note that the governor has
pointed out proactive action on liquidity
going forward to supporting growth,” said
Siddharth Chaudhary, Senior Fund
Manager - Fixed Income, Bajaj Finserv
AMCThe Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India, led
by Governor Sanjay Malhotra, cut the
repo rate by 25 basis points to 6.25 per
cent. This is the first-rate cut by the central
bank in five years. This decision comes a
week after the government decided to cut
personal income tax to boost
consumption. The announcement is also
made amid a slowdown in India’s
economic and corporate earnings growth,
falling rupee against the dollar, and global
economic uncertainty, with US President

Donald Trump imposing tariffs on
Canada, Mexico, and China. These factors
are currently weighing on market
sentiments.

Sonam Srivastava, Founder and Fund
Manager at Wright Research PMS said
that given that retail inflation has
softened to 5.22% in December, closer to
the RBI’s 4% target, there is potential for
further easing if price pressures continue
to moderate. “However, the central bank
remains cautious, acknowledging risks
such as volatile crude oil prices, global
financial uncertainty, and fiscal measures
introduced in the Union Budget,” added
Srivastava. He explains that the RBI will
closely monitor inflationary trends and
liquidity conditions. The neutral stance
ensures flexibility in responding to
evolving macroeconomic factors,
including potential rate cuts by the US
Federal Reserve and European Central
Bank. Additionally, the RBI’s
commentary on credit flow, banking
sector resilience, and fiscal policies will
play a crucial role in shaping investor
sentiment in the coming months.

“From a market perspective, this rate cut is
expected to have a positive impact on rate-
sensitive sectors. Banking and financial
stocks may see increased credit demand,

improving net interest margins in the near
term. The real estate sector stands to
benefit as lower interest rates on home
loans could boost housing demand.
Similarly, consumer durables and auto
segments may experience higher sales,
particularly in the premium category, as

financing costs decline,” stated
Srivastava. Anil Rego, Founder and Fund
Manager at Right Horizons said that
NBFCs are better positioned to benefit
from cuts in rates as credit growth will
improve followed by banks. Also, credit-
sensitive sectors like auto and real estate
will see higher demand, he added. Rajeev
Radhakrishnan, CIO - Fixed Income, SBI

Mutual Fund said that while the rate cut
was clearly subjective, the lack of
specifics on liquidity could potentially
impeded transmission. “While yields
have moved up a bit, it is anticipated that
the RBI would continue to ensure targeted
infusion of liquidity over the coming
months that should enable
yields to stay anchored,” said
Radhakrishnan.

Shriram Ramanathan, CIO,
Fixed Income, HSBC Mutual
Fund said that RBI MPC
disappointed the market by
retaining stance at neutral
(unanimously) and not
announcing any specific new
measures on liquidity
injection.

“We expect the RBI MPC to
deliver another 25bps cut at
the April policy, while

continuing to announce liquidity related

measures as and when required on a

“proactive” basis. While the initial

reaction of bond markets has been one of

disappointment, with yields inching up a

few basis points, we believe interest rates

will continue to soften over the next few
months and retain our positive duration
bias and outlook,” added Ramanathan.
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More Maharashtra voters than voting
population. How? Rahul Gandhi asks poll body

Rahul Gandhi, addressing a press briefing with Sanjay Raut and Supriya Sule, claimed in the five months between the
Lok Subha and Assembly polls, 39 lakh new voters were added in Maharashtra.

»Petition demands

immediate online

publication of
Form 17€ post-
poll

+PIL filed by
Congress MP
Sharma and
spokesperson
Alok Sharma
»Form-17C details
votes cast, aiding
transparency and
legal challenges

No salary hike proposal for
Supreme Court, High Court
judges: Centre

The government informed the Rajya Sabha that there

is no proposal to increase the salary and allowances of
Supreme Court and high court judges. Their pay wus

last revised in 2017 based on the 7th Puy Commission
recommendations.

New Delhi.There is no proposal at present to hike the
salary and allowances of Supreme Court and high court
judges, the government said in the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday. The last time their salary, allowances and
pensions were hiked was in 2017."Presently, no
proposal for enhancing pay, allowances and pension etc
for the judges of Supreme Court and High Courts is
under consideration of the government," Law Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal said in awritten reply.

He said the pay, allowance and pension in respect of
judges of the Supreme Court and the 25 high courts are
governed by The Supreme Court Judges (Salaries and
Conditions of Service)} Act, 1958 and The High Court

Judges (Salary

and Condifions

of Services) Act,

I 9 5 4

respectively.

f The salary,

| pension and

allowances of

judges of the

higher were last
revised with effect from January 1, 2016 following the
implementation of the 7th Pay Commission
recommendation by the government, through an
amendment in both the laws.

The chief justice of India (CJI) gets Rs 2.80 lakh per
month and judges of the Supreme Court and chief
justices of the high courts get Rs 2.50 lakh a month.
Judges of the high courts get Rs 2.25 lakh per month.
The government had recently said it would set up the
8the Pay Commission.

Another fire breaks at Maha
Kumbh, over 20 tents hurnt as
devotees panic

Another fire broke out ot Maha Kumbh on Friday in
which several tents were affected. Devotees were

seen panicking ond running to shelter os fire
tenders rushed to douse the flumes.

Prayagraj. A fire broke out in Sector 18 of Maha Kumbh
in Uttar Pradesh's Prayagraj on Friday. The fire spread
across over 20 tents in Hariharanand Camp on
Shankaracharya Marg. Fire tenders immediately
rushed to the spot, and the fire has now been doused.

Visuals showed several tents being affected by the fire.
Several devotees were seen running to shelter and
panicking. One of the seers, visibly distraught over the
incident, was being consoled by the people present
there. No casualties have been reported so far due tothe
{ire. The reason behind the fire is not clear yet.

According to a police official, “The fire has been brought
under control. It began from ISKCON and then other
tents also caught fire. There has been no loss of lives or
burn injuries. Around 20-22 tents are burnt.”

This comes a weelk after a fire broke out in 15 tents at the
Maha Kumbh Mela on January 30. Farlier, a massive
fire had broken out at the Maha Kumbh on January 19
after the explosion of around three gas cylinders in the
Sector 19 campsite area. The fire department quickly
responded and managed to bring the blaze under
control. No casualties were reported due to the fire.

New Delhi. Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi
on Friday claimed discrepancies in the voter list
of Maharashtra, where the Congress-led
alliance was routed in the polls, saying the
number of voters was more than the state's adult
population. Addressing a press conference with
Sena (UBT} Sanjay Raut and NCP-SP MP
Supriya Sule by his side, Gandhi claimed that in s
the five months between the Lok Sabha and '
Assembly polls, 39 lalch new voters were added
in Maharashtra Highlighting the alleged
discrepancy, the Raebareli MP flagged a sharp
rise in voter numbers in a short span. He stressed
that the opposition had uncovered "many
irregularities” after studying the voter lists in
detail. The Congress MP, citing government
data, said 9.54 crore people were eligible to vote
in Maharashtra but 9.7 crore exercised their
franchise in the Assembly polls.

"In 5 years between the Vidhan Sabha elections in
2019 and Lok Sabha 2024, 32 lakh voters were
added. However, in a period of 5 months

"
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“d ik ?

between Lok Sabha polls 2024 and Vidhan
Sabha elections, 39 lakh voters were added. The
question is, who are these 39 lakh voters? That
is equivalent to the total number of voters of
Himachal Pradesh. The second point is, why are
there more voters in Maharashtra than the entire
voting population of the state?" Gandhi said.

ELECTION COMMISSION'S SWIFT
RESPONSE

The Election Commission of India, in a swift
reply, said it would respond to Gandhi's
allegations in writing.

"The ECI considers political parties as priority

stakeholders. It deeply wvalues views,
suggestions, questions comning from political
parties. The comunission would respond in
writing with a full factual and procedural matrix
uniformly adopted across the country,” the poll
watchdog said in a statement While the
Maharashtra Vikas Agadi (MVA)} sprung a
surprise by winning 30 out of the 48 seats in
Maharashira in the Lok Sabha elections, it was
reduced to just 49 seats out of the 288 in the
Assembly polls.The Congress had made a
similar allegation last year, just days after the
election results were announced. A Congress
delegation had met the Election Commnission
officials and sought "raw data" for the 39 lakh
voters added to therolls.

The poll body responded by dishing out several
numbers, saying there were 48,81,620 additions
and 8,00,391 deletions to the voter list. This led
to a net addition of 40,81,229 electors in
Maharashtra in the period between the Lok
Sabha polls and the Assembly election.

Pak attack foiled, 7 infiltrators killed along
LoC, 3 were army requlars: Sources

Sources suid the Indian Army ambushed Pakistan's Border Action Team {BAT) while it was attempting to attack a

forward post in Jammu and Kashmir's in the Krishno Ghati sector.

New Delhi. The Indian Army foiled
an ambush by Pakistani infiltrators
on its post along the LoC and
gunned down seven of them,
including 2-3 Pakistan Army
personnel, on the intervening night
of February 4-3, sources said. The
incident, which happened in the
Krishna Ghati sector in J&K's
Poonch district, came as Pakistan
observed 'Kashmir Solidarity
Day', a propaganda exercise to

push its anti-India agenda.

Sources said the Indian Army
ambushed Pakistan's Border
Action Team (BAT), which are
specialised units for cross-border
operations, while it was attempting
to attack a forward post. Among
the seven killed, 2-3 were Pakistan
Army regulars, sources said. The
terrorists killed in the operation
were likely members of the Al-
Badr group.

Delhi Lt Governor Orders rdbe I’ro '

Arvind Kejriwal's Poaching Claim

The Lt Governor said that the matter merited an investigation and directed

authorities to examine the allegations.

New Delhi. Delhi Lt Governor VK
Saxena today sanctioned an
investigation into AAP's allegation
that the BJP attempted to poach its
candidates ahead of the Delhi
Assembly election results, scheduled
for February 8. The BJP had argued
that AAP's claims were
defamatory and aimed at
tarnishing its image ahead of
the election results.

The Lt Governor said that the
matter merited an investigation
and directed authorities to
examine the allegations. ary

In a social media post, former {
Delhi chief minister and AAP § - %=
chief Arvind Kejriwal claimed
that 16 AAP candidates had
received offers from the BIP.
He alleged that they were promised
ministerial positions and Rs 15 crore
each ifthey defected.

“Some agencies are showing that the
abusive party (BJP) is getting more
than 55 seats. In the last two hours, 16
of our candidates have received calls
that if they leave AAP and join their
party, they will be made ministers and

were confident of winning.

conspiracy to create an atmosphere to
break AAP candidates. But not a
single one of them will switch sides,"
he added. Delhi Chief Minister and
AAP candidate from Kalkaji, Atishi,
also weighed in on the controversy.
She questioned the BIP's alleged
attempts to poach candidates if they

given Rs 15 crore each," Mr Kejriwal “If the abusive party (BJP) is getting
wrote in Hindi. He then questioned
the authenticity of exit polls that
showeda BJP victory in the elections.
"If they are indeed winning more than  Atishi further claimed that the exit polls
35 geats, why are they calling up our
candidates? These fake surveys are a

more than 30 seats, then why are they
trying to break our candidates by
contacting them?" she posted on X.

predicting a BIP victory in Delhi are
being manipulated to “demoralise
AAP candidates and create an
atmosphere where defections
could be
encouraged."Following the
BIP's complaint against AAP's
allegations, Delhi Lt Governor
VK Saxena sanctioned an
investigation into the matter.
“The Lieutenant Governor has
desired that this matter merits a
thorough investigation through
the Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) to establish the truth in
the matter," a statement from VK
Saxena's office read. Polling forall 70
Assembly seats in Delhi concluded
on Wednesday. With the votes set to
be counted on Saturday, the results
will determine whether AAP secures
a third consecutive term or if BIP
finally breaks its 27-year-long wait to
govern the capital.

Kameshwar Chaupal,
Who Laid First Brick For
Ram Temple
Construction, Dies

Kameshwar Chaupal was a "dedicated
Ram devotee", Prime Minister Narendra

Modi said in a post on X.

New Delhi. Kameshwar Chaupal, a pivotal figure

in the Ram Janmabhoomi movement of 1989 and
the man whe laid the first foundation stone for the
Ram Temple in Ayodhya, passed away at the age
of 69 in a Delhi hospital on Friday. His death was
condoled by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
among others. Kameshwar Chaupal's death
marks the loss of a dedicated leader whose legacy
shaped both religious and social spheres in India.

A Dalit leader from Supaul in Bihar, Kameshwar

Chaupal's life was defined by his commitment to
the Ram Janmabhoomi cause.

He served as a member of the Bihar Legislative

Council from 2002 to 2014, and though his
attempt to represent Supaul in the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections under the BJP banner was
unsuccessful, his influence in Indian politics
remained profound. Leaders from across the
political spectrum mourned his passing.

Prime Minister Modi paid tributes to the late leader

through a heartfelt post on social media platform
X. "Tam deeply saddened by the demise of senior
BIP leader and trustee of Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust, Kameshwar Chaupal ji. He
was a dedicated Ram devotee who made a
valuable contribution to the construction of the
Ram temple in Ayodhya," PM Modi wrote,
adding that Chaupal's legacy as a champion for
the welfare of marginalised communities would
be remembered forever. Yogi Adityanath also
shared his condolences, recalling Chaupal's
significant role in the 1989 historic foundation
stone ceremony for the Ram Temple. "His entire
life was dedicated to religious and social worl,"
Yogi Adityanath noted, while offering his prayers
to Lord Ram for the peace of Chaupal's soul.

"Will Be Wrong...": Top Court
Rejects Army Officer's Petition
On Kargil War

The Supreme Court refused to entertain a
petition alleging lapses on Army's part in acting
on informaution concerning Pukistan's incursions

before the 1999 Kargil war.

New Delhi. The Supreme Court on Friday refused

to entertain a PIL filed by a former Army officer
alleging lapses on the part of Army in acting on
information with regard to Pakistan's incursions
beforethe 1999 Kargil war.

"The judiciary normally dees not go into the matter

of national defence...what happened in 1999 in
the war is the internal matter relating to executive
decision," a bench comprising Chief Justice
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice Sanjay Kumar said.
The bench was hearing a PIL filed by Panchlula-
based former Army officer Manish Bhatnagar.

He alleged that he had provided credible

information about Kargil incursions much before
it was officially taken note of and acted upon.

"Thereare certain things where the judiciary should

not enter. It will be wrong on our part,” the CJI
said, adding, "you participated in the war and
now leave the issues as they are". Sensing the
outcome, Bhatnagar, who argued the case, sought
withdraw of the PIL which was permitted.

Bhatnagar, a former officer of the 5th Battalion of

the Parachute Regiment, had earlier raised
questions regarding the discovery of the
intrusions and the manner in which these were
handled subsequently in the conduct of
operations. He had earlier alleged that his inputs
on Kargil intrusion were sent to his seniors as
early as January-February 1999 but were
ignored. Bhamagar had contended that when a
full-scale conflict broke out, he was court
martialed on another pretext and made to leave
the Army. The Kargil war took place from May to
July 1999 after the Army detected Pakistan
fighters inside the Indian side.

Court refuses to cancel Pocso case against
Yediyurappa, grants pre-arrest bail

In a partial relief to former chief minister BS Yediyurappa, Karnataka High Court granted him anticipatory bail but

refused to quash the Pocso case against him, sending the matter back to the trial court.

New Delhi. The Kamataka High
Court on Friday refused to
quash Pocso case against
former chief minister and
senior BJP leader BS
Yediyurappa but granted him
anficipatory bail. The court,
while allowing the petition in
part, ruled that the order taking
cognisance of the case stands
obliterated, but the crime,
investigation, and final report
remain intact. The matter has
now been remitted back to the
trial court, keeping all legal arguments
open.

Justice M Nagaprasanna, who had earlier
granted interim protection to
Yediyurappa against arrest, pronounced
the verdict after hearing arguments from
both sides. The case was registered on
March 14, 2024, following a complaint

by a woman who alleged that
Yedivurappa had molested her 17-year-
old daughter when they wisited his
residence in Bengaluru’s Dellars Colony
seeking help. The mother, who has since
passed away, had also accused the BIP
leader of attempting fo silence them by
offering money. Based on the complaint,

Information Report (FIR)

against Yedivurappa under

Section 8 of the Pocso Act and

Section 354(A) of the Indian

Penal Code (IPC} for sexual
harassment of a mineor.

During the hearings,

Yedivurappa's counsel denied

the allegations, arguing that

the mather and daughter had

previously approached him

regarding an earlier case in

4 which the girl had been

sexually assaulted by another

person. “He was checking on the details

of'a previous case in which the victim had

been sexually assaulted by anotherperson

and for which she and her mother had

previously approached him

(Yediyurappa) for help,” his counsel told

the court. However, the State prosecution

countered the claims, arguing that there

the police had registered a First

was sufficient material against
Yedivurappa and that the charge of
sexually assaulting a miner is a “heinous™
offence that warrants trial.

Reacting to the High Court’s verdict, BIP
state president BY Vijayendra reiterated
the party’s stance that the case was
politically motivated. “We have always
maintained that this case is politically
motivated. The High Court has set aside
the summons issued by the lower court.
Let’s wait for the lower court’s arder,” he
said.

The High Court’s ruling provides relief to
Yediyurappa by quashing the cognisance
order, but the case itself remains under
investigation and will proceed in the trial
court. Senior advocate CV Nagesh
represented Yediyurappa, while special
public prosecutor Prof Ravivarma Kumar
and advocate S Balan appeared for the
complainant’s family.
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Bangladesh summons
Indian envoy after Sheikh
Hasina accuses Yunus of
assassination plot

World Dhaka summoned India’s Acting High
Commissioner, Pawan Badhe, on Thursday after
former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina accused
Muhammad Yunus, Chief Adviser of Bangladesh’s
interim government, of plotting to assassinate
her.Hasina made the allegation during a live
Facebook address to her supporters and Awami
League members. She claimed that she was forced to
flee to India after Islamist groups and mobs attacked
her residence, following the hijacking of a student
protest.

In response, Bangladesh’s foreign ministry strongly
protested her remarks, calling them “false and
fabricated.” A government advisor also opposed her
statements, including those made on social media.

The interim government led by Yunus has filed
multiple cases against Hasina and her family,
accusing them of enforced disappearances,
corruption, and crimes against humanity during the
June-August protests, which left over 800 people
dead.Yunus has urged India to extradite Hasina,
accusing her of destabilising Bangladesh with her
comments. The protest note handed to the Indian
envoy expressed "strong discontent and concern"
over her remarks, calling them offensive to the
Bangladeshi public.

Juishankar Meets Greek
Foreign Minister; Discusses
India-Mediterranean
Connect

World External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar met his
counterpart from Greece, George Gerapetritis, here
on Thursday and held a very "productive
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Alabama puts man o death for a 1991 murder in
the nation's fourth execution usmg nitrogen gas

ATMORE. An Alabama man convicted of
murdering a woman after breaking into her
apartment as she slept was put to death
Thursday evening in the nation’s fourth
execution using nitrogen gas.Demetrius
Frazier, 52, was pronounced dead at 6:36
p.m. at a south Alabama prison for his
murder conviction in the 1991 rape and
killing of Pauline Brown, 41.1t was the first
execution in Alabama this year and the
third in the U.S. in 2025, following a lethal
injection Wednesday in Texas and another
last Friday in South Carolina.“First of all, I
want to apologize to the family and friends
of Pauline Brown. What happened to
Pauline Brown should have never
happened,” Frazier said in his final words.
He also criticized Michigan Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer for what he called her failure to
step in following appeals for him to be
returned to serve out a previous life
sentence in her state.“My last word. I love
everybody on death row. Detroit Strong,"
he said.Recently, Frazier’s mother and
death penalty opponents had pleaded to
Whitmer to take Frazier back to Michigan
to complete his life sentence for the murder
of a teenage girl before he was turned over

Trump signs order imposing sanctions on International
Criminal Court over investigations of Israel

WASHINGTON. President Donald
Trump on Thursday signed an
executive order imposing sanctions on
the International Criminal Court over
investigations of Israel, a close

against both countries.

Trump's action came as Netanyahu was
visiting Washington. He and Trump
held talks Tuesday at the White House,

years ago to Alabama authorities.
Michigan does not have the death
penalty. Police had said Frazier
confessed to killing Brown in
1992 while in custody in
Michigan.

Whitmer told The Detroit News
before the execution that her
predecessor, Rick Snyder,
“unfortunately” agreed to send |
Frazier to Alabama and it was in |
the hands of officials there.“It’s a
really tough situation,” she told
the media outlet. “T understand the
pleas and concerns. Michigan is
not a death penalty
state.”Prosecutors said that on November
27, 1991, Frazier, then 19, broke into
Brown’s apartment in Birmingham while
she was asleep. Prosecutors said he
demanded money and raped Brown at
gunpoint after she gave him $80 from her
purse. He then shot her in the head and
returned later to have a snack and look for
money, they said.Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey
said in a post-execution statement that
justice was done.“In Alabama, we enforce
the law. You don’t come to our state and

U.S.
w h

said sanctioning court officials would
have a chilling effect and run counter to
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mess with our citizens and get away with
it," Ivey said. "Rapists and murderers are
not welcome on our streets, and tonight,
justice was carried out for Pauline Brown
and her loved ones."Frazier was sentenced
to life in prison in Michigan for the 1992
murder of Crystal Kendrick, 14. Then in
1996, an Alabama jury convicted him of
murdering Brown and recommended by a
vote of 10-2 that he receive a death
sentence. Frazier remained in Michigan
custody until 2011 when the then-

interests in other conflict zones
ere the court 1is
investigating."Victims of human

governors of the two states agreed to
move him to Alabama’s death
row.Alabama became the first state
to conduct nitrogen gas executions,
putting three people to death last year
with the method. It involves placing
a respirator gas mask over the
person’s face to replace breathable
air with pure nitrogen gas, causing
death by lack of oxygen.Frazier was
strapped to a gurney with a blue-
rimmed gas mask. The execution

began at about 6:10 p.m. after a

corrections officer did a final check

of the mask.Once the gas began

flowing, Frazier moved his
outstretched palms in a swirling circular
movement for the first minute or two. At
6:12 p.m., he stopped circling his hands. He
appeared to grimace, quiver on the gurney
and take a gasping breath. A minute later, he
raised both legs several inches off the
gurney and then lowered them.

His breathing slowed at 6:14 p.m. to a series
of sporadic breaths. He had no visible
movement by about 6:21 p.m. The curtains
to the execution chamber closed at 6:29
p.m.

=~

US service member, 3
contractors killed in
surveillance mission plane
crash in southern Philippines

U.S. ally.Neither the U.S. nor Israel rights abuses around the world

conversation" with him on advancing the multi- MANILA. One U.S. service member and three defense

faceted bilateral relations in a range of sectors,
including trade, artificial intelligence and cultural
ties.The two ministers also interacted during a
meeting held at the Hyderabad House.Delighted to
meet my friend FM George Gerapetritis of Greece
this evening in Delhi. Held a very productive
conversation on advancing our multifaceted
relations, focusing on shipping, trade and
investment, connectivity, mobility, Al and cultural
ties," Jaishankar said in a post on X.He also a shared
photos of their meeting on the microblogging
platform.The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Hellenic Republic is visiting India from February 5
to February 8, the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said on Wednesday.

In his post on X, Jaishankar wrote: "Also discussed
IMEC and India-Mediterranean connect, which will
be a major focus of the next phase of our relations.
Appreciate his perspectives on the recent
developments in the region. Assured India's fullest
support to Greece for its non-permanent membership
of the UNSC for 2025-26."Billed as a pathbreaking
initiative, the India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC) envisages vast road, railroad and
shipping networks among Saudi Arabia, India, the
United States and Europe, with an aim to ensure
integration among Asia, the Middle East and the
West.The IMEC initiative was firmed up on the
sidelines of the G20 Summit in Delhi in September
2023.

Bulldozer procession’
targets homes of Awami
leaders

DHAKA. Thousands of protesters set fire to the home
of Bangladesh's founding leader as his daughter,
ousted former PM Sheikh Hasina, called on her
supporters to stand against the interim govt. The
South Asian nation of 170 million people has
struggled with political strife since Hasina was forced
to flee to India in Aug following weeks of protests
against her rule in which more than 1,000 people were
killed. Witnesses said several thousand protesters,
some armed with sticks, hammers and other tools,
gathered around the historic house and independence
monument while others brought a crane and
excavator to demolish the building late on
Wednesday.The demolition continued into Thursday,
with much of the front of the house destroyed. Many
people were seen breaking into it and taking steel and
wooden items and books from inside. Similar cases of
vandalism also took place at several other places,
targeting Awami League leaders. At least two people,
accused of being members of Awami League, were
beaten by the crowd, witnesses said, reported AFP.

The protest rally was organised alongside a broader
call, dubbed "Bulldozer Procession", to disrupt
Hasina's scheduled online address on Wednesday.
Protesters, many aligned with the "Students Against
Discrimination" group, voiced fury over her speech
they saw as a challenge to the newly formed interim
govt.

A symbol of the country's establishment, the house is
where Mujibur Rahman declared Bangladesh's
independence from Pakistan in 1971. He and most of
his family were assassinated at the house in 1975.
Hasina, who survived the attack, transformed the
building into a museum dedicated to her father's
legacy.Hasina, in a slightly emotion-choked voice,
said Pakistani troops too looted the house during the
1971 Liberation War but did not demolish or set it on
fire. The residence of Hasina's late husband Wajed
Mian known as 'Sudha Sadan' on Road 5 in
Dhanmondi was also set on fire by protesters.The
actions in Dhaka fuelled similar destructions in other
parts of Bangladesh. Protesters demolished the home
of her cousins - Sheikh Helal Uddin and Sheikh
Salauddin Jewel - in Khulna City. Thousands of
people gathered around the house, chanting "Delhi or
Dhaka - Dhaka, Dhaka" and "Down with Mujibism".
Prothom Alo, the largest Bengali daily, reported
crowds used govt-owned excavators to smash down
the building. Protesters removed the name of Mujibur
Rahman from Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
Hall of Dhaka University. They also vandalised
several murals of Mujibur.

is a member of or recognizes the
court, which has issued an arrest
warrant for Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu for alleged
war crimes over his military
response in Gaza after the Hamas
attack against Israel in October
2023. Tens of thousands of
Palestinians, including children,
have been killed during the Israeli
military's response.The order
Trump signed accuses the ICC of
engaging in "illegitimate and baseless
actions targeting America and our close
ally Israel" and of abusing its power by
issuing "baseless arrest warrants"
against Netanyahu and his former
defense minister, Yoav Gallant."The
ICC has no jurisdiction over the United
States or Israel," the order states,
adding that the court had set a
"dangerous precedent" with its actions

e

the ICC's
may include blocking property and
assets and not allowing ICC officials,
employees and relatives to enter the
United States.Human rights activists
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and Netanyahu spent some of Thursday
meeting with lawmakers on Capitol
Hill. The order says the U.S. will
impose "tangible and significant
consequences" on those responsible for

n

"transgressions." Actions

turn to the International Criminal
Court when they have nowhere
else to go, and President Trump's
executive order will make it
harder for them to find justice,"
said Charlie Hogle, staff attorney
with American Civil Liberties
Union's National Security
Project. "The order also raises
serious First Amendment
concerns because it puts people in
the United States at risk of harsh
penalties for helping the court identify
and investigate atrocities committed
anywhere, by anyone."Hogle said the
order "is an attack on both
accountability and free speech.""You
can disagree with the court and the way
it operates, but this is beyond the pale,"
Sarah Yager, Washington director of
Human Rights Watch, said in an
interview prior to the announcement.

Israel Strikes Lebanon Amid Ceasefire

Beirut. Israel has carried out a series of
airstrikes, targeting several areas in
southern and eastern Lebanon, media
reported. Israeli warplanes launched
multiple raids on the heights of the
eastern Mountain Range and an area
in the Baalbek district of eastern
Lebanon, the National News Agency
(NNA) reported, adding Israel also
launched several airstrikes on targets
in southern Lebanon at around 10:35
p.m. local time on Thursday. Prior to
the airstrikes, Israeli aircraft
conducted intensive low-altitude
flights over the town of Rashaya and
western Bekaa, while flying at higher
altitudes over the city of Hermel and
northern Bekaa in eastern Lebanon,
Xinhua news agency reported. Israeli
jets were also seen over Beirut and its
suburbs, according to the report. These
developments come despite the
ongoing ceasefire agreement between
the Lebanese armed group Hezbollah
and the Israeli military, which took
effect on November 27, 2024, and was
meant to end more than a year of cross-
border clashes triggered by the war in
Gaza. The agreement stipulated that

Israel would withdraw from Lebanese
territory within 60 days, while the
Lebanese army would be deployed
along the Lebanese-Israeli border and

in the southern region, ensuring that no
weapons or militants remained south of
the Litani River. However, Lebanon's
caretaker government announced on
January 27 that it had agreed to extend
the ceasefire until February 18, after
the initial 60-day period expired
without an Israeli withdrawal from
southern Lebanon. Despite the truce,
the Israeli military has continued to
launch occasional strikes in Lebanon,
claiming they are aimed at eliminating

"threats" posed by Hezbollah. Tensions

have escalated as the Israeli army
remained in the Lebanese territory

after a 60-day deadline for its |

withdrawal from southern Lebanon

contractors were killed Thursday when a plane
contracted by the U.S. military crashed in a rice field in
the southern Philippines, U.S. Indo-Pacific Command
said.The aircraft was conducting a routine mission
"providing intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance support at the request of our Philippine
allies," the command said in a statement. It said the
cause of the crash was under investigation.

The Civil Aviation Authority of the Philippines also

confirmed the crash of a light plane in Maguindanao
del Sur province. It did not immediately provide other
details.The bodies of the four people were retrieved
from the wreckage in Ampatuan town, said Ameer
Jehad Tim Ambolodto, a safety officer of
Maguindanao del Sur. Indo-Pacific Command said the
names of the crew were being withheld pending family
notifications.Windy Beaty, a provincial disaster-
mitigation officer, told The Associated Press that she
received reports that residents saw smoke coming from

that passed on January 26 under a e

ceasefire agreement. The US,

however, said that Israel and Lebanon

have agreed to an extension of the ¢
deadline until February 18. At least &
26 people have been killed and 221

injured by Israeli gunfire since

January 26 as residents try to return to §

their villages in southern Lebanon,
according to local health authorities

The fragile cease-fire has been in @

place since November 27, ending a
period of mutual shelling between
Israel and the Lebanese resistance
group, Hezbollah, that began October
8, 2023, and escalated into a full-scale
conflict on September 23 last year.
Data from the Lebanese Health
Ministry indicates that since Israel's
onslaught against Lebanon began in
2023, at least 4,080 people have been
killed, including women, children, and
health workers, while 16,753 have
been injured.

the plane and heard an explosion before the aircraft
plummeted to the ground less than a kilometer (about
halfamile) from a cluster of farmhouses.

Nobody was reported injured on or near the crash site,

which was cordoned off by troops, Beaty said.

Awater buffalo on the ground was killed as a result of the

plane crash, local officials said.

U.S. forces have been deployed in a Philippine military

camp in the country's south for decades to help provide
advise and training to Filipino forces battling Muslim
militants. The region is the homeland of minority
Muslims in the largely Roman Catholic nation.

Trump administration plans to slash all but
a fraction of USAID jobs, officials say

] Late Thursday, federal workers associations filed suit asking a federal court to stop the shutdown, arquing that President

Donald Trump lacks the authority to shut down an agency enshrined in congressional legislation.

WASHINGTON: The Trump administration The plan would leave fewer than 300 [l
staffers on the job out of what are | &9
currently 8,000 direct hires and
contractors. They, along with an unknown
number of 5,000 locally hired §
international staffers abroad, would run
the few life-saving programs that the
administration says it intends to keep
going for the time being.It was not
immediately clear whether the reduction
to 300 would be permanent or temporary,
potentially allowing more workers to
return after what the Trump

presented a plan Thursday to dramatically
cut staffing worldwide for U.S. aid projects
as part of its dismantling of the U.S.
Agency for International Development,
leaving fewer than 300 workers out of
thousands.Late Thursday, federal workers
associations filed suit asking a federal court
to stop the shutdown, arguing that
President Donald Trump lacks the
authority to shut down an agency enshrined
in congressional legislation.Two current
USAID employees and one former senior
USAID official told The Associated Press
of the administration's plan, presented to
remaining senior officials of the agency
Thursday. They spoke on condition of
anonymity due to a Trump administration
order barring USAID staffers from talking
to anyone outside their agency.

foreign aid.“But it is going to be foreign
aid that makes sense and is aligned with
our national interest,” he told
reporters. The Trump administration and
billionaire ally Elon Musk, who is
running a budget-cutting Department of
Government Efficiency, have targeted
USAID hardest so far in an
unprecedented challenge of the federal
government and many of its
programs.Since Trump’s Jan. 20
inauguration, a sweeping funding freeze
has shut down most of the agency’s

administration says is a review of which aid
and development programs it wants to
resume.The administration earlier this
week gave almost all USAID staffers
posted overseas 30 days, starting Friday, to
return to the U.S., with the government
paying for their travel and moving costs.

Workers who choose to stay longer, unless
they received a specific hardship waiver,
might have to cover their own expenses, a
notice on the USAID website said late
Thursday.Secretary of State Marco Rubio
said during a trip to the Dominican
Republic on Thursday that the U.S.
government will continue providing

programs worldwide, and almost all of its
workers have been placed on
administrative leave or furloughed. Musk
and Trump have spoken of eliminating
USAID as an independent agency and
moving surviving programs under the State
Department.
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BCCI convenes
Special General
Meeting on March 1
to elect joint
secretary

New Delhi. The BCCIhas convened a Special
General Meeting (SGM) in Mumbai on
March 1 to appoint a new joint secretary
after the position was left vacant following
the elevation of Devjit Saikia to the post of
the board's secretary.Assam Cricket
Association's (ACA) Saikia had succeeded
Jay Shah in the secretary's position last
month, after the latter took over as the
chairman of the International Cricket
Council (ICC) on December 1."Notice is
hereby given for a Special General Meeting
(hereinafter referred to as SGM) of the BCCI
which will be held at 12:00PM IST on March
1,2025, at BCCI headquarters at Mumbai, to
transact the business of Election and
Induction of the Joint Secretary of BCCI,"
the apex board said in a statement.The
names of former Cricket Association of
Bengal (CAB) president Avishek Dalmiya
(East Zone), Delhi & District Cricket
Association (DDCA) chief Rohan Jaitley
(North Zone) and Mumbai Cricket
Association's (MCA) Sanjay Naik (West
Zone) are doing the rounds for the post.

Like it happened in the case of BCCI secretary
and treasurer, there won't be any election to
pick the board's new joint secretary.As a
rule, a 21-day notice is required to call an

SGM and the BCCI has followed the
requirement.

This will be the second SGM in less than two
months, following the previous one held on
January 12, where Saikia was elected as the
new secretary and Prabhtej Singh Bhatia as
the new treasurer. Both were elected
unopposed.The joint secretary's job is to
oversee various administrative tasks and
work closely with other board members to
ensure its operations are run efficiently.

Harshit Rana's plan for
maiden 0DI wicket,
death over duty: Ready
for all roles

New Delhi. India’s young pacer Harshit Rana
made an impressive impact in his ODI debut
against England in Nagpur, revealing how he
strategically planned his bowling variations
to claim his maiden international wicket. His
first victim, Ben Duckett, fell to a well-
executed short-length delivery, which
resulted in a superb catch by fellow debutant
Yashasvi Jaiswal.

Harshit, who had already generated buzz with
his controversial T20I debut earlier this
month, started off on an expensive note in the
ODI. However, he recovered well to finish
with figures of 3/53, playing a crucial role in
India's dominant victory. Speaking about his
first wicket, Harshit shared that his strategy
involved switching between full-length and
short-pitched deliveries, which ultimately
forced Duckett into a mistimed shot.Sir, you
could say it was part of a plan. Initially, [ was
trying to set him up by bowling full
deliveries, and then I bowled a well-executed
short ball, which got me the reward," Harshit
said in the post-match press conference.
AMemorable ODI Debut

Harshit’s introduction to ODI cricket was
filled with nerves and excitement, but he
soon found his rhythm. His ability to mix up
his lengths kept the English batters guessing,
and his dismissal of Duckett proved to be a
turning point.While Harshit is primarily
known for excelling in the death overs of T20
cricket, particularly in the IPL, he was not
required to bowl at the back end of the
innings in this match. Instead, he was
entrusted with middle-overs bowling, a
challenge he embraced with confidence.
Speaking at the post-match press conference,
he emphasised his readiness to take on any
role that the team requires."Sir, I have
bowled well at the death before, so I am
always ready for it. But yes, this format is a
bit difficult because it’s a longer format, and
as a bowler, you have to play different roles
in different phases. In the beginning, you
have a different role, then in the middle
overs, it changes, and finally, in the death
overs, it’s awhole different challenge.

England to play Afghanistan at
Champions Trophy despite boycott calls

«England will play their
Champions Trophy match
against Afghanistan later this
month, the England Cricket
Board (ECB) announced on
Thursday, amid calls to boycott

the game.

London. England will play their Champions
Trophy match against Afghanistan later this
month, England's cricket board (ECB) said
on Thursday, despite calls to boycott the
game in response to the Taliban
government's crackdown on women's rights.

Last month, a group of British lawmakers
urged England to boycott the Champions
Trophy group stage match against
Afghanistan, which will be held in Lahore on
February 26.Afghanistan had 25 contracted
women players in 2020, but most are now
living in exile in Australia following the
Taliban takeover of their country in August
2021.However, ECB chair Richard

Thompson said they would play the match
after discussions with the government, the
International Cricket Council (ICC), and the
players, adding that the cricketing
community alone cannot tackle
Afghanistan's problems."We remain of the
view that a coordinated international

response by the cricketing community is the
appropriate way forward and will achieve
more than any unilateral action by the ECB
in boycotting this match," Thompson said in
a statement."We have also heard that for
many ordinary Afghans, watching their
cricket team is one of the few remaining

January Transfer Window: Are Aston

Villa the true wmners of the market

New Delhi.

The January transfer window is
often a time of desperation and last-minute
deals, but this year, it has been nothing short
of a spectacle—especially in the Premier
League. While Manchester City’s dip in
form had many expecting them to be the
most aggressive buyers, it was Aston Villa
who turned heads with their ambitious
signings. Unai Emery’s side, still fighting
for a Champions League spot in the league
while also making strides in Europe, has
significantly strengthened its squad with
high-profile names.From Marcus Rashford
and Marco Asensio to Axel Disasi and
Donyell Malen, Villa’s winter spree signals
their intent to compete at the highest level.
On paper, these deals make them the biggest
winners of the window. However, with each
of these players arriving under a cloud of
inconsistency and unfulfilled potential, the
question remains—will Villa’s gamble on
redemption pay off, or is this a risk that
could backfire?

Marcus Rashford: ABoon or a Burden?

Arguably the most high-profile move of the
window, Marcus Rashford’s loan switch
from Manchester United to Aston Villa is as
fascinating as it is uncertain. Rashford, once
United’s golden boy, has fallen out of favour
under new manager R°ben Amorim. His
form has dipped alarmingly, and his
struggles with consistency have seen him
lose his place in both United’s starting XI

and the England squad.

Yet, at his best, Rashford remains one of the

most electrifying forwards in England. His
arrival is particularly timely for Villa, who
are without their talismanic striker Ollie
Watkins due to injury. Rashford’s pace and
ability to stretch defenders could
complement the likes of Malen and Asensio.
However, the biggest concern is whether
Villa has simply inherited United’s
problem—an immensely talented player
who often drifts in and out of form.

For Rashford, this move is more than just a

loan spell—it is a career-defining moment.
Having turned down offers from AC Milan,
Borussia Dortmund, and Barcelona, his
decision to stay in the Premier League shows
his determination to prove himself. But can
he do it at a club with fewer margins for
error?’Marco Asensio: A Second Chance in
the Premier League

Few players embody the phrase “unfinished

business” quite like Marco Asensio. Once
heralded as Real Madrid’s next superstar,
Asensio’s career has been derailed by
injuries and the rise of Vin-cius Jr. and
Rodrygo. His move to PSG in 2023 was
meant to be a fresh start, but with limited
game time in Paris, he now finds himself

sources of enjoyment. As such, we can
confirm that we will play this
fixture."The Taliban say they respect
women's rights in accordance with their
interpretation of Islamic law and local
customs and that they are internal matters
that should be addressed locally.

Last week, Afghanistan's exiled women
cricketers were named the first
beneficiaries of a new refugee fund
started by the Marylebone Cricket Club
and Thompson said the ECB had donated
100,000 pounds ($124,350)."We will
continue to press the ICC to take further
action, including ringfencing a
meaningful portion of funding to support
female players from Afghanistan to be
able to access cricket," he
added. Thompon also said the ICC should
consider recognising an Afghanistan
women's refugee team while also
supporting and developing displaced
Afghan women "to thrive in non-playing
roles" such as coaches and
administrators.

"What is happening in Afghanistan is nothing

short of gender apartheid," he said."At a

cricketing level, when women's and girls'

cricket is growing rapidly around the world,
it is heartbreaking that those growing up in

Afghanistan are denied this opportunity."

Cristiano Ronaldo sends
heartfelt and nostalgic
retirement message to Marcelo

New Delhi. Portuguese football icon Cristiano

Ronaldo penned an emotional tribute to his
former Real Madrid teammate Marcelo Viera,
as the legendary Brazilian left-back
announced his retirement at the age of 36 on
February 6. Marcelo, who last played for
Fluminense, decided to hang up his boots
after terminating his contract with the
Brazilian club.

seeking redemption at Aston Ronaldo, who shared an unbreakable bond with

Villa.Asensio’s talent is undeniable. A
technically gifted forward with a deadly
left foot, he has the ability to be a game-
changer. But like Rashford, the concern is
whether he can find the consistency needed
to thrive in the Premier League. Asensio
himself has spoken of his excitement at
playing in “the best league in the world,”

Marcelo during their years together at Real
Madrid, took to social media to celebrate the
career of his long-time teammate. His
heartfelt message took fans on a nostalgic
journey, reminiscing about the glory days at
the Santiago Bernabéu, where the duo formed
one of the most formidable attacking
partnerships in football.

sentiment echoed by many who have made Marcelo: A Real Madrid Legend
the switch from La Liga. If he can recapture Marcelo spent almost 16 seasons at Real

even a fraction of the form that made him
one of Madrid’s most exciting prospects,
Villamight have pulled offa coup.

A Gamble on Redemption: High Risk, High

Reward?

The common thread between Villa’s signings
is clear: they are all immensely talented
players who have struggled for form and
confidence in recent years. Whether it’s
Rashford’s inconsistency, Asensio’s
injuries, or Malen’s underwhelming stint at
Dortmund, each signing comes with
baggage. Even Axel Disasi, a highly-rated
defender, arrives after a mixed spell at
Chelsea.

De Zorzi shines as Sunrisers Eastern Cape reach SA20 final

CENTURION. Around eight years ago, just
after a then young Tony de Zorzi was given
the honour of leading an age-group Protea
outfit to the World Cup, the southpaw's
stocks collapsed like a house of cards.
Touted for the top-most echelon of the game
from a young age, the teen (the school he
went to in Johannesburg, King Edwards VII,
counts Graeme Smith and Quinton de Kock
among its alma mater) didn't have the
greatest time of it at the World Cup.

He had to start from scratch, one of the hardest
things to do in elite sport as you have to
unlearn and relearn the entire grammar of
the game. So he put himself through the
grind, taking the scenic route to the top.

Luckily for him, there was a believer. Former
New Zealand cricketer, Kruger van Wyk, a
coach at University of Pretoria. At a time
when De Zorzi was at a low point in his life,
Van Wyk appointed De Zorzi as the captain.
"TuksCricket," a news item from the
University reads, "coaches seemingly have
fine tuned the art of getting young cricketers

to become players who can influence the
outcome of any game."It states further:
"Two things matter to the coaches —
student-athletes completing their studies
and secondly, it is to get players to play to
fulfil their true potential."De Zorzi, 27, has
taken his time but he's now there, playing at
the level he was earmarked for. In front of a
packed crowd under the lights at Supersport
Park in Centurion, he reduced the second
qualifier between Sunrisers Eastern Cape
(SEC) and Paarl Royals to a
footnote.Chasing 176 to earn the right to

face MI Cape Town in the final of the third
edition of the SA20, De Zorzi was full of
gumption and enterprise during his 49-
ball 78. Even if he missed the chance to

Madrid, cementing his status as one of the
greatest left-backs of all time. He played a
pivotal role in the club’s success, winning five
UEFA Champions League titles, including the
iconic three-peat from 2016 to 2018. His link-
up play with Ronaldo down the left flank was
one of the most feared combinations in world

’"

3

football, contributing to Ronaldo’s record-
breaking goal-scoring feats.

rubber-stamp his class witha ton, whenhe After Real Madrid’s 2022 Champions League

got out, all tension and jeopardy had been
removed from the contest.In what was the
SA20s 100th match, PR may have been
forgiven for thinking they had put up a
challenging total to challenge SEC's
hegemony of the tournament — the

triumph, Marcelo moved to Olympiakos,
before returning to his boyhood club
Fluminense. However, his time in Brazil was
short-lived, and with 25 trophies to his name,
Marcelo bid farewell to the sport as a certified
legend.

defending champions are one win away gonaldo and Marcelo’s Unbreakable Bond

from a three-peat, an extremely rare thing for
a side in an environment as fickle as a
month-long T20 league.The ask had become
harder as soon as the team in Orange lost
David Bedingham in the fourth over. But De
Zorzi, who has established himself in the
national team set-up in the longer formats,
was already finding his range. He had got the
chase underway with a trio of boundaries off
the in-form Bjorn Fortuin in the third over.
He followed up that with a six off Mujeeb Ur
Rahman to close out the powerplay.

While many footballers and fans showered

Marcelo with tributes, Ronaldo’s message
stood out due to their deep connection. The
two shared countless memories, including
historic El Clasico victories, Champions
League triumphs, and La Liga titles. Their off-
field friendship was equally strong, often seen
in their celebrations and training ground
antics.Although Ronaldo and Marcelo have
not linked up in recent years, speculation
remains about a potential collaboration.

Carabao Cup: Liverpool set up final against
Newcastle United after thrashing Spurs

Liverpool hooked their way to
Wembley and a League Cup final
against Newcastle United after
defeating a lethargic Tottenham
Hotspur 4-0 at Anfield on
Thursday, and 4-1 on aggregate.

New Delhi. Liverpool have stormed into the

Carabao Cup final with a comprehensive 4-0
victory over Tottenham Hotspur in the second
leg of their semi-final clash at Anfield,
securing a 4-1 aggregate win. Liverpool's
emphatic Anfield win overturned a 1-0 first-
leg deficit and set up a showdown with
Newcastle United at Wembley on March
16.Cody Gakpo ignited Liverpool's
comeback in the 34th minute, finishing off a
Mohamed Salah cross with a precise right-

footed shot. Salah then doubled the
lead from the penalty spot early in the
second half after Spurs goalkeeper
Antonin Kinsky fouled Darwin
Nunez. Dominik Szoboszlai added a
third, and Virgil van Dijk capped off
the rout with a powerful header,
ensuring a comfortable passage to the
final. Newcastle, who eliminated
Arsenal with a 4-0 aggregate win, will
be seeking their first major domestic
trophy since 1955. Eddie Howe's side
have demonstrated their quality witha
resounding victory over Arsenal and
will pose a formidable challenge to
Liverpool at Wembley.For Liverpool,
the final represents another
opportunity to add silverware in what has
been a promising first season under manager
Arne Slot. With the team leading the Premier
League, competing in the Champions
League round of 16, and still in the FA Cup,
the Reds remain in contention for an
unprecedented quadruple.

Cody Gakpo acknowledged the significance of
reaching the final but stressed the importance
of staying focused: "We are in one final, but
we have a lot to play for still. We have to stay
calm and focus to reach as much as
possible."In contrast, Tottenham's exit marks
another disappointing chapter in their pursuit

of silverware, extending their

trophy drought that dates back to

their League Cup triumph in

2008. The result will likely

intensify scrutiny on manager

Ange Postecoglou, with Spurs

struggling for consistency in the

Premier League and failing to

register a single shot on target in

the match, according to

Opta.Postecoglou lamented his

team's missed opportunity: "We

have given up a good

opportunity tonight and we

cannot shy away from that. We

were in a good position to get to
the final. Nobody needs to pick me up, I just
need to pick up the players."

With Liverpool in scintillating form and
Newecastle eager to end their long wait for a
major trophy, the Carabao Cup final
promises to be an exciting encounter at
Wembley.
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Aamir Ali Dating Actress Ankita
Kukreti 4 Years After Sanjeeda
Shaikh Divorce: 'Everyone
Deserves Love’

Eisha Singh and Avinash
Mishra's chemistry in Bigg Boss
18 was widely loved by all.
During the show, Avinash also

admitted his feelings for Eisha.
.

Avinash Mishra

Lisha Singh' /

Blush As Paparazzi Call Them
‘Nice Jodi" After Bigg Boss 18/

Sanjeeda Shaikh, Aamir Ali has now

confirmed that he is dating actress Ankita
Kukreti. In a recent interview, Aamir
confirmed being in a romantic relationship
with Ankita and revealed that they have been
dating for five months now. He mentioned that
it was important for him to move on because
everyone deserves love.

“Bverybody deserves love. Of course, someone
had to move on before anything happened, and
someone is moving on now. I'm in a happy
space as I get to know her closely and nicely. It
feels different. It feels good. And I'm enjoying
thisplace," Aamir told Etimes.

“I always tell her one thing: Thank you for
making me realise I still have a heart. It just
started now, almost five months. It’s just the
beginning of something," the actor added.

Aamirmentioned that he never wanted to give up
on love and was always open to finding a
partner after his divorce from Sanjeeda.
“Sometimes you feel everything is normal, but
then you don’t know what is going on. Last
year 1 was meeting a lot of people but the
minute something happens, 1 run away. [
started thinking, ‘T don’t think I'm capable
enough (to love) anymore’. And then this
happened. It all happened in a week’s time. [
was like — Why am I behaving like this? Why
am I being a little more emotional than normal?
Then Irealised I like this girl," he shared.

For the unversed, Aamir Ali and Sanjeeda Shaikh
were one of television’s most loved couples.
They first met on the sets of the show Kya Dl
Mein Hai and reportedly, there was an instant
spark. They dated for several years before
tying the knotin 2012. In 2018, they welcomed

I Vour years after parting ways with his wife

igg Boss 18 fame actors Avinash Mishra and  lafter always maintained that they can only be good a daughter through surrogacy. The couple

Eisha Singh made a joint appearance on  friends. separated two years later in 2020 and was

Wednesday night in Mumbai. The two were However, after the show’s finale, Avinash clarified his granted flivorcein_ZOZI . Following the divorce

spotted by the paparazzi as they arrived for the relationship with Eisha and told News18 Showsha proceedings, San]eed'fi won their daughter’s

screening of the film, The Mehta exclusively, “I never said it was a custody. In 2022, Aamir re‘vealed that he hadn’t

Boys. S romantic bond. She is my really been allowed to meet their daughter for about
In a video that surfaced on social good friend. Yes, I accept that there ten months.

media, Avinash and Eisha were
all smiles as they posed with the
paparazzi together. While Eisha
looked prettiest in a blue skirt

e et e we dnemee=® Rakesh Roshan Makes Rare Comment
We both decided that this is not the Ab Ollt D au ght er S““ Elill a! S l]ln ess:

perfect place to have these kinds of

and top, Avinash looked dapper conversations or even think about 4 ’
as always in an oversized t-shirt it. So right now, we are just really Eve“ Whe“ [ was ShOt' *
and jeans. good friends, and that’s it.” I
However, as Avinash and Eisha “Let time answer these things. Isse Sunaina Roshan, who has battled cervical

posed together for the cameras, zyada kuch hoga to hum apko

cancer, fatty liver disease and brain

one of the shutterbugs cheered khud hi bata denge. [ know that the ilsetEules . Etien dhares har

for them and called them “nice jodi". This left the two  audience has trended #AbhiSha a lot, so we won’t —

actorsblushing, hide our relationship from them at all,” he added. transformation journey on Instagram now.
Eisha Singh and Avinash Mishra’s chemistry in Bigg  Interestingly, both Eisha and Avinash were a part of [

Boss 18 was widely loved by all. During the show,  the Bigg Boss 18 finale. The show was won by Karan
Avinash also admitted his feelings for Eisha but the  Veer Mehra.

akesh Roshan’s life hasn’t been a bed of

roses. In the documentary The Roshans,

the veteran actor-turned-filmmaker shed
light on how the lack of acting offers coupled
with a financial strain took a toll on him and so,
he forayed into production and then turmed
towards direction. On the personal front too, life
hasn’t been easy. Post the release of Kaho Naa
Pyaar Hai, hewas shot at in 2000. In 2019, he was
diagnosed with throat cancer and emerged as a
survivor.

In an exclusive chat with Newsl8 Showsha,
Rakesh says that he didn't let these setbacks deter
him and that he draws strength from his daughter,
Sunaina Roshan. “T learnt a lot about dealing
with struggles from my daughter. She went
through a lot of illnesses and surgeries right since
her childhood. But she always been very brave
and used to laugh at the face of hardships. She
has always been a very happy person and that that
taught me a lot. I believe that no matter what the
situation is, we should be happy and content,” he
tells us.

| Sunaina, who has battled cervical cancer, fatty
liver disease and brain tuberculosis, often shares
her transformation journey on Instagram now.
According to Rakesh, Sunaina’s approach to life
helped him deal with both cancer and the
shooting episode. “I took it very lightly even
when I got shot. I used to joke with them even
then so that they don’t feel that life is going
towards a darker space. Idid the same thing when
I got cancer. Hrithik (Roshan} and T were
working out on the morning of the day I was
going for my surgery,” he states.

The Koi Mil Gaya filmmaker continued, “We
worked out at the gym for an hour, then I got
ready and went to the hospital. My surgery took
place at one o’clock and at four, I was putin the
room. And I was walking at five o’clock. I
believe it’s all in the mind.

Says She Has Taken Autos But Only "Within
House Campus': '"My Parents Were Against It' |

ﬁ,]r:

Kapoor and Sridevi forbade her from  actor—everything, it’s

aking autos. However, the actress has  him." She said, “He
taken aride in the vehicle inside the premises of  played a role in Tu
her house. Khushi Kapoor and Junaid Khan  Thoothi Main Makkaar.
recently appeared on Bharti Singh and Harsh  He didn’t have many
Limbachiyaa’s podcast to promote their  sceneg in the film. He
upcoming film, Loveyapa, when they talked  had to shoot in Delhi,
about public transport and going unrecognised. and suddenly, I saw 13

Junaid Khan shared that he used to take autos  large suitcases being
frequently as no one knew he was Aamir Khan’s moved frem his
son. Junaid shared that he was once stuck at the  closet.”
same signal as Aamir Khan and while they The actress recalled, *T
momentarily greeted one another, he didn’t  realized he had packed
acknowledge the superstar as his father.  his entire wardrobe for
Meanwhile, Khushi Kapoor had an interesting  the film. He wore his own
anecdote ofher own. Khushi Kapoorsaid, “Thave  clothes on screen. When I
taken an auto but within the house campus.” This  visited him on set, he was
admission left Bharti and Harsh shocked. She  dressed in the exact outfit he
added, “And sometimes when weare travellingte ~ wears at home, with his boy
MadhIsland fora shoot, we takeauto then.” standing next tohim.

Khushi explained, “Actually, I was not allowed te I thought, ‘Is he on a movie set, or is he
take an auto. My parents were against it. SoIused  justchilling athome?” He is the most relaxed
to take autos within the campus.” Khushi Kapoor  and luxurious person [have evermet."
is the daughter of ace producer Boney Kapoor Khushi previously mentioned to the portal that
andthe late legendary actress Sridevi. Boney Kapoor also has the final say on the

In a recent chat with SCREEN, Khushi called  mattersinher life.
Boney Kapoor the most ‘luxurious’ person she Meanwhile, on the work front, Khushi Kapoor is
has ever met. Khushi said, “He is the star of the  all set to make her big screen debut in Loveyapa
house, in my opinion. He is bigger than all of us.  enFebruary 7.

I : hushi Kapoor recently revealed that Boney  He is the biggest diva,
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