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Alia Bhatt Looks
Chic In Black...
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A nexus that left the
police red-faced

I was surprised to receive a book written by
Mabharashtra’s former Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh. I had heard tales of how transfers of
police personnel at all levels were effected through
political pressure during his tenure. He faced stiff
competition from an IPS officer (now retired),
Param Bir Singh. The good name of the Mumbai
city police came under threat while they were in
office.

The Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) — comprising the
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv Sena, the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP-Sharad Pawar) and the
Congress — ruled Maharashtra from November
2019 to June 2022. The ruling alliance chose a
wrong man as the Commissioner of Police (CP),
Mumbai. Simultaneously, Pawar picked
Deshmukh as the minister supervising the working
of the police force. It was a deadly combination
that was bound to cause an explosion sooner than
later. And it did.

On February 25, 2021, a Scorpio car, laden with 20
gelatin  sticks — but mercifully without a
detonator — was found parked near Mukesh
Ambani’s residence (Antilia) on Altamount Road,
an upmarket residential area of the city. The car
was traced to Mansukh Hiren, a friend of then CP
Param Bir’s ‘blue-eyed boy’ Sachin Vaze, who
was an assistant police inspector (API) in the
Crime Branch. It was established by the Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) of the state police and the
National Investigation Agency (NIA) that Vaze
had been seen in that Scorpio on earlier
occasions.Another car, an Innova, belonging to the
Crime Branch, was specially allotted to Vaze. That
was also seen in the vicinity of the Ambani house
at the same time. It was apparent that the Crime
Branch’s intelligence unit, headed by Vaze, was
involved in the planting of the Scorpio outside
Ambani’s home for reasons that remain
undisclosed to this date.Vaze had been suspended
as he was facing a murder charge. His visiting
cards projected him as an ‘encounter specialist’;
his associates in the private security business used
to distribute these cards among potential
customers. Vaze had served under inspector
Pradeep Sharma, the doyen of ‘encounter
specialists’, in the early years of his service in the
police. Sharma and Vaze were in touch with each
other and also with the IPS officer who has been
targeted by Deshmukh in his book, Diary of a
Home Minister. The officer had been the CP of the
neighbouring city of Thane. His image in the eyes
of Thane’s residents left much to be desired. His
image in the eyes of his own men, whom he was
chosen to lead, was even worse.This officer had
tried desperately for the Mumbai police chief’s
post when his tenure as the Thane CP ended. Two
excellent officers, DD Padsalgikar and SK
Jaiswal, were sent back from Central deputation.
The BJP-led Central Government had correctly
assessed the risk of installing a wrong man as the
chief of the Mumbai Police. When the MVA
government was sworn in and the Home portfolio
was allotted to the NCP, Mumbai residents were
saddled with a choice that puzzled them. How did
the appointee avoid the eagle eye of Pawar? The
officer himself let it be known that Pawar had
interviewed him and advised him to not let down a
much-respected force and sully its good
name.Deshmukh’s account of his post-Antilia
relations with the CP is a defence of himself in the
case registered against him by the CBI and then the
NIA on the allegations made by his friend-turned-
foe after the latter was removed from the top post.
The minister was accused by the CP of summoning
Vaze and demandingRs 100 crore a month as his
share of the illegal collections that Vaze was
reportedly making from bar owners and
others.The former Home Minister does not
explain in his book why and how the CP was
chosen. He must answer that question because the
decline in the police’s performance began from
there. Further, he does not explain why he, as
Home Minister, did not object to the reinstatement
of Vaze in service despite the latter facing a murder
charge. He also does not explain how a hands-on

This isn't an isolated incident. The Wrestling

Exhuming the past is fraught with perils

Social and political contradictions of Maharashtra should not be allowed to cast a shadow on other states.

THe Sangh Parivar’s entrenched belief in India suffering a
thousand years of slavery is now articulated by the BJP-
led government at home and abroad. External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar mentioned it at the United Nations
when, in his address to the General Assembly in 2022, he
said, “Indians are rejuvenating a society pillaged by
centuries of foreign rule and colonialism.”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, addressing the nation on
Independence Day in 2023, spoke of how a small
invasion led to the national enslavement of a thousand
years. The problem with this thought process is that it
carries the danger of opening social fissures today,
unintended but with dangerous consequences,
nevertheless. An example of a potentially fissiparous
phenomenon was witnessed in Haryana last month.

This newspaper reported that on January 14, the
anniversary of the Third Battle of Panipat, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis visited Kala Amb, the
Panipat monument dedicated to the Peshwa generals,
including Maratha commander Sadashivrao Bhau, and
their soldiers who fell unsuccessfully fighting Afghan
ruler Ahmed Shah Abdali in Kala Amb. Accompanied by
other Maharashtra politicians, including some who are
Ministers of State in the Union Government, Fadnavis
said, “The historical land of Panipat gives the message of
bravery and unity. From here, the Marathas got the
formula to live in unity, and after this, they established
Hind Swaraj.” He further went on to add significant
words, “If any other king had come forward to help the
Marathas, Abdali would have been defeated.Peshwai-
supportive historians have always complained that local
rulers let them down, enabling Abdali to defeat the
Sadashivrao-led army. However, this is not what the
Haryana Government claims. Writing about Kala Amb,
its Tourism Department website states, “The Marathas
came to North India with a belief of changing Indian
polity forever. Like Ibrahim Lodhi, the Marathas were
guilty of antagonising all potential friends and allies as
well.” Thus, the Haryana Government’s version is
directly opposite to what Fadnavis lamented and what
Peshwai historians believe. While the state government
compares the conduct of Peshwa-led army generals to
Lodhi, who was defeated by Babur in 1526, the
Mabharashtrian memory of the months prior to the 1761
battle is entirely different. The ruling BJP cannot claim
that the Tourism Department formulation reflects the
views of the earlier Congress government as the saffron
party has been in power in Haryana since 2014.

If, as the Sangh Parivar and the BJP government hold, India
suffered a thousand years of slavery, it logically follows
that those who opposed it were heroes. Thus, Shivaji is
being projected as a hero who successfully resisted
Mughal power and his statues are being erected beyond
Maharashtra. There is no doubt that Shivaji is an authentic

The Supreme Court’s censure on Tuesday of the

politicisation of sports administration in the
country strikes at the heart of a festering
problem. By directing the Centre to ensure the
participation of the women’s kabaddi team at the
Senior Asian Championship in Iran, the court
laid bare the tangled web of political and
bureaucratic interference strangling Indian
sports bodies. The Amateur Kabaddi Federation
of India’s disaffiliation from the International -
Kabaddi Federation is emblematic of this rot,
leaving athletes in limbo despite their potential
to bring home glory.

Federation of India’s (WFI) quiet return to the .
residence of former president Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh — facing sexual harassment
charges — exposes how entrenched political
figures maintain a vice-like grip over sports
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minister like him did not advise the CP to follow
protocol procedures and.

federations. Singh’s protégés continue to helm the

Indian hero because he resisted imperial arrogance and
established a polity where he sought to give justice to
all.Similarly, Maharana Pratap’s memory is honoured as
the one who suffered the greatest hardships but never gave
in to the Mughals. The memory of many others who
fought and sacrificed against imperial injustice is also
now being recalled. While, at one level, there can be no
objection to this, the question is: What should be the
approach towards those who did not resist the Afghans
and the Mughals or even collaborated with them? The
Kala Amb example vividly illustrates the predicament.
Exhuming the past is fraught with dangers, especially
now when social groups are getting so testy about their
identity and when new identities are being forged as those
of the Ror-Marathas.

Over the past few decades, some scholars have asserted that

after Sadashivrao’s defeat, about 500 soldiers of the
Peshwa army hid in the forests around Panipat and they
stayed on in the area. Many among the Ror-Marathas,
who are aseven lakh-strong community, believe they are
descendants of these soldiers. They celebrate the valour of
the Peshwa army in fighting Ahmed Shah Abdali’s forces

Oft the field

SC warns against political meddling in sports

WEFTI, underscoring how elections are mere formalities
and serve to reinforce political influence rather than

How Zhou Enlai debased himself for political survival
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and have also formed groups to organise events
commemorating the Third Battle of Panipat. There are
other organisations in Haryana who honour the valour of
those who opposed foreign invaders, but their focus
seems to be more general in nature. It may be mentioned
that till recently, it was held that a number of members of
Sadashivrao’s army fled to the Kumaon hills and some
families settled there believe in their Maharashtrian
descent.It would be futile to seek to impress on the Sangh
Parivar ideologues the social dangers of exhuming the
past; that it may, instead of consolidating Hindus bring to
the surface questions that are best left buried. Our present
times are so ideologically contentious and the focus is so
much on the communal divide that other gaps, which have
the potential of widening into chasms, are ignored. Yet,
group identities are being sharpened. It would be unwise
to add a dimension of who opposed the thousand years of
slavery and who compromised with it as an ingredient of
these identities.

Finally, the social and political contradictions of

Maharashtra should not be allowed to cast a shadow on
other states and regions.

foster genuine leadership. Even the Supreme
Court’s intervention in the grave matter isn't
new. In 2016, it had advised the BCCI to keep
politicians at bay, yet the board remains
tightly bound to political heavyweights like
Jay Shah, son of Home Minister Amit Shah.
The sad irony is that while politicians tout
their contributions to sports through
initiatives like Khelo India, their presence
often hampers the democratic functioning of
sports bodies and the autonomy of athletes.
hletes deserve administrators who understand
the demands of the field, not bureaucrats and
politicians exploiting sports for clout. It’s
time for meaningful reform, ensuring that
sports bodies are led by those with a genuine
passion for athletics. The apex court’s
intervention must serve as a clarion call: let
sports be for the sportspersons, not a political

playground.

A man of extraordinary talent, Zhou would have been an outstanding leader had he served a different regime.

Among the architects of Chinese communism, Zhou
Enlai’s role in the 1949 revolution and the establishment
of the new totalitarian regime was arguably second only
to that of Mao Zedong.Zhou influenced each stage of the
Chinese Revolution: from the bloody battles for survival
waged against the Kuomintang (Nationalist)
government in the late 1920s and the mid-1930s to the
Second Sino-Japanese War (1937-45), and throughout
the Maoist era (1949-76), during which he served as
China’s Premier.But despite his long and illustrious
political career, Zhou’s true character has remained
shrouded in a thick mist of official propaganda. His
public image, even in the West, is that of a selfless,
gracious intellectual whose unmatched administrative
skills were indispensable to building Chinese socialism
under harsh conditions. This portrayal, of course, aligns
closely with what the Communist Party of China (CPC)
wants the Chinese people to believe — even today.

In some ways, Zhou’s legacy has fared better than Mao’s
in the decades since their deaths. After all, the enormity
of Mao’s crimes against the Chinese people has made it
impossible for the CPC to portray him as an infallible
leader. The most generous assessment of Mao, offered
by his successor Deng Xiaoping in the early 1980s, was
that Mao’s actions were “70% good and 30% bad”.

By contrast, the CPC has had no difficulty portraying
Zhou as a political giant untainted by the Maoist
regime’s treachery, brutality and insanity. While China’s
rulers have strong incentives to preserve Zhou’s image
as one of modern history’s most virtuous public
servants, Chen Jian apparently had a different objective:
to uncover the real Zhou. After years of painstaking
research, Chen, a history professor at NYU Shanghai,
has succeeded in filling many gaps in our understanding
of China’s longest-serving Premier, who miraculously
survived Mao’s relentless purges and political witch
hunts.To be sure, Chen faced a daunting task. Most of

the records that could shed light on Zhou’s role in the
major decisions that shaped the Maoist era — from the
Anti-Rightist Movement and the Great Leap Forward to
the launch of the Cultural Revolution, the Lin Biao
Incident, and the Sino-American rapprochement —
remain off-limits. Some of the most sensitive documents
— including Zhou’s “self-criticisms” from the Mao-
orchestrated campaign against him, launched while
Zhou was dying of cancer — were turned over
to his widow and most likely
destroyed.Although their initial encounter was
tense — largely because Mao suspected Zhou
of conspiring with other Communist leaders
who resented Mao’s arrogance and ambition
— the two became allies during the legendary
Long March, when the Chinese Red Army
evaded Chiang’s Nationalist forces. At a key
meeting in December 1934, Zhou threw his
support behind Mao, who had been sidelined
after losing an earlier power struggle in
Jiangxi. Zhou’s machinations enabled Mao to
rejoin the party’s leadership ranks.

The critical role Zhou played in Mao’s rise to
power earned him no gratitude. Instead, over
the next four decades, Mao rarely missed an
opportunity to remind Zhou of his subordinate
status, treating him as a loyal but guilt-ridden
underling. His preferred method for keeping
rivals in check was to compel them to perform
“self-criticisms”, publicly confessing their
“mistakes and crimes” against the party. To consolidate
power, Mao launched the so-called Rectification
Campaign, the first in a series of political purges aimed
at intimidating fellow revolutionary leaders and
eliminating those he perceived as potential
threats.Zhou’s high profile made him an ideal target for
Mao’s witch hunt. In a humiliating display of self-

abasement, Zhou was forced to speak before the

security guarantee.

Politburo for five days, denouncing himself for “crimes But Zhou underestimated Mao’s paranoia and capacity for

and mistakes” dating back to his time in Jiangxi.
Needless to say, records of Zhou’s “confessions” were
kept by the party and Mao, presumably as leverage to be
used against him if necessary.In addition to his
unquestioning compliance with Mao’s wishes, Zhou
possessed another valuable survival skill: an uncanny

ability to read the tyrant’s moods and intentions. This
talent enabled him to offer advice and promote policies
that aligned with Mao’s primary objectives while
steering him away from potential disasters. Although he
could never openly contradict the Chairman, Zhou knew
he could make himself truly indispensable by helping
Mao achieve certain goals without needlessly
jeopardising the regime’s existence — his ultimate

gratuitous cruelty. When Zhou was diagnosed with

early-stage bladder cancer in May 1972, Mao explicitly

prohibited surgery and ordered that neither Zhou nor his

wife be informed of the diagnosis. This interference led

to extended delays in Zhou’s surgery, likely contributing

to the rapid deterioration in his health and eventual death
less than four years later.Mao’s sadistic
campaign against Zhou did not let up even
as the latter’s health deteriorated. In 1973,
Mao fabricated what became known as the
“Zhou-Kissinger scandal.” On a visit to
Beijing, US National Security Adviser
Henry Kissinger offered China favourable
terms to advance strategic cooperation.
Probably envious of the credit his Premier
was receiving for the Sino-American
rapprochement, Mao accused Zhou of being
“toosoft.”

By the end of his life, Zhou was physically and
psychologically broken. In one of his final
letters to Mao, written in June 1975, Zhou
again denounced himself in a desperate
show of loyalty.

Through his reconstruction of Zhou’s tragic
life, Chen reveals the dehumanising nature
of politics under a totalitarian dictatorship.
A man of extraordinary talent, Zhou would
have been an outstanding leader had he

served a different regime. But within a system ruled by a
violent megalomaniac dictator, Zhou had to engage in an
endless series of self-debasing public rituals, sacrificing
every shred of personal dignity for the sake of political
survival. Given Zhou’s docile response to Mao’s cruelty
in his final years, it is difficult not to conclude that the
late Premier thought it was worth the cost.
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Will This Metal Rival Gold In
The Next 10 Years?

New Delhi. InIndia, the consumption of zinc, used in
metals like brass, silver, and aluminium, is increasing
rapidly. The International Zinc Association (IZA)
has estimated an increase in zinc consumption in
India from 1.1 million tonnes to 2 million tonnes in
the next 10 years.Speaking at Zinc College 2024,
1ZA Executive Director Andrew Green said, “The
consumption and demand of zinc in India is 1.1
million tonnes. This is more than the current
production in India. It is likely to reach 2 million
tonnes in the next 10 years. The special thing about it
is that the consumption of zinc is many times higher
than that of gold." It is noteworthy that the
consumption of gold in India is more than 700 tonnes
every year.

The global zinc market, in terms of primary
production, is 13.5 million tonnes per year, said
Andrew Green. Importantly, when we look at the per
capita consumption of zinc, the global average is four
to five times higher than the consumption in
India.The IZA Executive Director said that there are
many areas where the use of zinc needs to be
increased to meet global standards. In the global
automation industry, 90 to 95 per cent of steel is
galvanised.

Sebi Bans Finfluencer

Asmita Patel, 5 Others From

Market, Impound lllegal
Gains Of Over Rs 53 Crore

NEW DELHI. Markets regulator Sebi has banned six
entities, including Asmita Patel Global School and
fin-influencer Asmita Patel, from the capital markets
for alleged unregistered investment advisory
services and directed to disgorge over Rs 53 crore
collected as fees course participants for various
courses.Sebi through an interim order cum show
cause notice passed on Thursday prohibited six
entities, including Asmita Patel Global School of
Trading Pvt Ltd (APGSOT), Asmita Jitesh Patel,
Jitesh Jethalal Patel, King Traders, Gemini
Enterprise and United Enterprises, from the capital
market.

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) has
also asked the six entities to explain why another Rs
104.63 crore should not be collected as fees for
various programmes and should not be seized as
well, according to a Sebi order.The case pertains to
individuals enrolling in trading courses provided by
Asmita Patel Global School Of Trading. The Sebi
order said that they were misled by exaggerated
promises of profits and forced into paying high fees
for minimal or ineffective trading
education. YouTuber and financial influencer Asmita
Patel portrays herself as the ‘She Wolf of the stock
market’ and the ‘options queen’ and claimed to have
mentored over one lakh
students/investors/participants worldwide. As per
the complainants, she (Asmita) has assets to the tune
of Rs 140 crore using her proprietary system.

The regulator noted that each entity has played specific
roles at various stages which have prima facie, been
found to violate Sebi’s rules.Further, Sebi revealed
that, prima facie APGSOT along with the Asmita and
Jitesh devised a scheme wherein
students/investors/participants were lured to trade in
specific stocks and told to open a trading account
with ABC Ltd.Recommendations of buy/sell of
specific securities were provided and uploaded on
telegram channels owned by APGSOT. The acts of
the entity make it evident that it was providing
investment advice/ research analyst services to
students/investors/participants for consideration in
the pretext of imparting education, the 129-page
order said.

2-Day Nationwide Bank
Strike In March 2025; Dates
Are...

NEW DELHI. Bank unions have given a two-day
nationwide strike call beginning March 24 to press for
their various demands, including a 5-day work week
and adequate recruitment in all cadres.The strike call
given by United Forum of Bank Unions (UFBU), an
umbrella organisation of 9 bank employees
association, is also pitched for filling up the post of
workmen/officer directors in public sector banks.

Besides, the UFBU has demanded immediate
withdrawal of the recent directives of the Department

of Financial Services (DFS) on performance review
and performance-linked incentives, which threaten
job security and create division amongst employees.

The UFBU alleged that micro-management of PSBs on
policy matters by the DFS undermined the autonomy
of respective boards.It also demanded resolution of
residual issues pending with Indian Banks'
Association (IBA) and for amending Gratuity Act to
increase the ceiling to Rs 25 lakh on the lines of
scheme for government employees along with
exemption from income tax.Members of UFBU
include All India Bank Employees Association
(AIBEA), All India Bank Officers' Confederation
(AIBOC), National Confederation of Bank
Employees (NCBE), All India Bank Officers'
Association (AIBOA) and Bank Employees
Confederation of India (BEFI).AIBOC has decided to
change the strike dates aligning with the dates as
decided by UFBU being one of the major constituents
of UFBU, its general secretary Rupam Roy
said.Earlier, AIBOC had threatened to go on a two-
day nationwide strike on February 24-25,2025.

'India not tariff king; Customs not major rev source’

Pandey said out of 8,562
tariff lines, 6,500 are below
10%, 7,600 are helow 15%
and 8,400 tariff lines are
below 20%.

NEW DELHI. With the US import tariff

hike looming large, India has said it is not
a tariff king. In a recent interaction with
TNIE, finance and revenue secretary
Tuhin Kanta Pandey said with a ‘fairly
comprehensive exercise’ to rationalise
import duties, India can’t be termed as
tariff king as US president Donald Trump
had referred India in his election
campaigns.Pandey said out of 8,562 tariff
lines, 6,500 are below 10%, 7,600 are
below 15% and 8,400 tariff lines are
below 20%. “There are 216 tariff lines
currently that have 0% duty, we have
changed it to 260 (in budget),” says
Pandey, who was inducted to the revenue
department 20 days before the budget

SC extends Burmans’ open offer,
directs Gaekwad to deposit Rs 600 cr

NEW DELHI. In what could be a

possible setback for the Burman
family, the Supreme Court on Friday
extended their (Burmans) open offer to
acquire an additional 26% stake in
Religare Enterprises (REL) to
February 12.The apex court directed
the US-based investor Danny
Gaekwad to deposit Rs 600 crore in
cash or as a bank guarantee by then.

from the Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM).

“We want people to know that this is
a comprehensive exercise and
wherever some outliers were
there, we have taken them off. We
have removed rates of 125%,
150% and 100% under industrial
goods. We have one rate at high
level and that’s 70% on only very
few items. We have removed 40%,
35%, 30% and 25% and brought
them down to 20%,” he says
responding to a question on
possible measures taken by India
to avoid any tariff action by the
Trump administration in the US.He says
the government is not looking at Customs
duty as a major source of revenue. “We
have assumed a growth of 2% (in customs
duty collection in FY26). That means it is
less than inflation and much lower than
nominal GDP growth rate of 10.1%,” says
the revenue secretary. The government
has estimated Rs 2.40 lakh crore from
Customs duty in FY26, up from Rs 2.35
lakh crore revised estimate in

group. The open offer came in the

the current executive chairperson of
REL -Rashmi Saluja - and the
Burmans.

FY25.Pandey said despite a drastic cut in
income tax rates, the government is
confident ofa 14.4% growth in collection.
He says the government has moderated
income tax collections.“We saw a growth
of over 20% in last three years (income
tax). This year, we have assumed a 14%
growth, which is a buoyancy of 1.4,” he
says adding that the government expects
taxpayers to avail voluntary compliances
scheme and pay right taxes. He says the
government collected Rs 8,000 more

validity of this rejection in court.
backdrop of an ongoing tussle between The Supreme Court took a strong stance
against SEBI, remarking that the offer
price should reflect current market
conditions rather than a valuation from
2023.Four Burman family
companies on September 2023 made
an open offer to acquire a 26%
additional stake in Religare for Rs
2,116 crore. The Burmans family is

In case the Rs 600 crore is deposited by

Gaekwad, then the extension of the
open offer will continue till the market
regulator takes its decision on
Gaekwad’s competing offer, the top
court said. If Gaekwad fails to comply,
the open offer by the Burmans will
proceed as planned.

In a surprise development last month,
Florida-based businessman Danny
Gaekwad made a counter offer in cash
for REL at Rs 275 a share as against Rs
235 apiece made by the Burman
Family of the FMCG major Dabur

New Income Tax Bill Set To Be
Tabled In Parliament Next Week

The bill, which was granted approval in the Cabinet meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday,
will be introduced in the Parliament next week before it is sent to the Parliament's Standing Committee on Finance

New Delhi. Aiming to put more money in
the hands of the middle class and
simplify the whole filing process, the
new Income Tax Bill is set to be tabled
in the Parliament next
week after receiving
approval from the
Union Cabinet. The
bill, which was granted
approval in the Cabinet
meeting chaired by
Prime Minister |

Narendra Modi on -
Friday, will be
introduced in the

Parliament next week
before it is sent to the
Parliament's Standing
Committee on Finance.
Before the Income Tax
Bill was cleared by the
Cabinet, people in the know said that
the legislation would likely provide
directions to widen the tax net, given
the contraction in the tax base

The Court has directed India’s capital
market regulator - the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) - to
consider the applications by Gaekwad
for the takeover of REL. SEBI had
earlier returned Gaekwad’s offer
saying that it was time-barred.
Following this, he questioned the

following the exemption limit being
raised to Rs 12 lakh in the Union
Budget.The current Income Tax Act
was enforced in the country in 1961 and

@

now, the new Income Tax Act is being
made according to the needs of the 21st
century to replace the existing law,
according to sources close to the
development.A review committee was

targeting to acquire up to 90,042,541
shares at Rs 235 each. On Friday, the
shares of REL settled 5% higher at Rs
253.50 apiece.

The Top Court was hearing two
petitions—one filed by Gackwad and
another by minority shareholders of

REL—seeking a stay on the company’s
40th Annual General Meeting (AGM),
which was scheduled for Friday. The
apex court refused to halt the AGM,
which was set to discuss the Burman
family’s open offer and consider
replacing Saluja with a new director.

formed for the new Income Tax law in

the country to replace the earlier

cumbersome law. According to

sources, the new Income Tax Bill has
been prepared by the
government on the
recommendation of the
committee.

In this era of technology and
massive digitalisation,
taxpayers can perform several
things online on his or her own.
In such a scenario, there will be
smooth changes in the new I-T
Bill for the common man who
can understand it seamlessly
online. This is an attempt to
make the system simple and
convenient for common
people.Along with this, the
government's intention behind

giving such a big relief to the taxpayers
is to increase private consumption
which would directly benefit the health
ofthe economy.

from 90 lakh taxpayers in current
financial year by letting them file
updated returns. He expects a similar
trend in the current financial year.

Cabinet approves Income Tax Bill

New Delhi: The Cabinet on Friday
approved the Income Tax Bill, which
will be introduced in parliament next
week. The bill is a major exercise in
making the income tax rules simpler
and comprehensible. “You can expect
simplicity, consistency and direct
speech. This law will be written
differently.

What we are saying is that a law which
has been amended over 4,000 times,
and has a lot of redundant provisions,

can have a simpler rules, which even a
salaried taxpayer can read and figure out
what are his tax liabilities,” says revenue
secretary Tuhin Kanta Pandey, adding
that worldwide there is a new way of
writing laws which are more direct and
clearer. He clarified that there are no
surprises in terms of tax structure, which
he says would not be different from what
the finance minister has already
announced.

Meta plans to lay off
'lowest performance’

staff next week,

internal memo reveals

NEW DELHI. Facebook owner Meta Platforms
META.O plans to carry out its expected
company-wide layoffs next week while pushing
ahead with the expedited hiring of machine
learning engineers, it told staffers in internal
memos seen by Reuters on Friday.Notices will
go out to employees losing their jobs starting at 5
am local time on Monday in most countries,
including in the US, according to one of the
posts, authored by Meta's Head of People Janelle

Gale.Employees in Germany, France, Italy and
the Netherlands will be exempt from the cuts
"due to local regulations," while those in more
than a dozen other countries across Europe, Asia
and Africa will receive their notifications
between February 11 and February 18, it said.A
Meta spokesperson declined to comment on the
posts.The company confirmed last month that it
was planning to trim about 5% of its "lowest
performers" and backfill at least some of the
positions. The Friday memo, in which Gale
referred to the cuts as "performance
terminations," was first reported by The
Information.Unlike with previous company-
wide layoffs, Meta was planning to keep its
offices open on Monday and would not issue any
updates providing further details on the
decisions, Gale said in her post.A separate
memo, posted by VP of Engineering for
Monetization Peng Fan also on Friday, asked
staffers to assist with an expedited hiring process
for machine learning engineers and other
"business critical" engineering roles.That
process would take place between February 11
and March 13, Fan said in that post."Thank you
for your continued support in helping us achieve
our accelerated hiring goals, and better align
with our company's priorities for 2025."

Reducing Coal Imports, Boosting

Domestic

New Delhi. The government has
reiterated that reducing coal imports
and increasing domestic production
is the key focus, as the coal sector
remains a cornerstone of India’s
energy security, playing a vital role in

the country’s industrial and economic

growth. With the fifth-largest
geological coal reserves globally and
as the second-largest consumer, coal
continues to be an indispensable
energy source, contributing to 55 per
cent of the national energy mix.
Approximately 74 per cent of power
generation in India relies on thermal
power plants (TPPs), reaffirming the
need for a robust and sustainable coal
sector, said Union Minister of Coal
and Mines, G Kishan Reddy. “The
coal ministry is progressing in the
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The Ministry’s ‘Mission Coking Coal’ aims

alone, production has surged by 11.71 per
cent compared to the previous year. As of
January, the Ministry of Coal has allotted
184 mines, with 65 blocks receiving Mine
Opening Permissions.Total production
from these blocks has reached 136.59 MT,
registering a 34.20 per cent year-on-year
increase. This is expected to exceed 170
MT target in FY 2024-25. Among the

eight core industries, coal has exhibited
the highest growth rate, recording a 5.3
per cent increase in December 2024
compared to the previous year.

Production Key Focus: Minister

Additionally, the coal sector accounts for

about 50 per cent of freight revenue for
Indian Railways and provides direct
employment to nearly 4.78 lakh
individuals, said the ministry.

New Delhi. India's foreign exchange
reserves extended their gains for the
second straight week, after having
slumped for about four months. In the
week that ended on January 31, the

India's Forex Reserves Rise
For Second Consecutive Week

The decline in reserves is most likely due

path of achieving ‘Atmanirbharta’ in the
sector,” the minister added.

The efforts has significantly reduced

reliance on imported coal. Between April
and November 2024, coal imports
declined by 5.35 per cent, saving
approximately $3.91 billion (Rs
30,007.26 crore). Notably, coal imports
for domestic power plant blending fell by
23.56 per cent.

to increase domestic coking coal
production to 140 MT by FY 2029-30,
thereby reducing dependency on imports
in the steel sector. India’s coal production
has reached an all-time high of 997.82
million tonnes (MT) in FY 2023-24,
marking a significant rise from 609.18
MT in FY 2014-15, with a Compound
Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 5.64 per
cent over the past decade.In FY 2023-24

forex kitty rose USD 1.05 billion to
USD 630.607 billion, Reserve Bank of
India data showed.

Barring the latest two weeks, the
country's forex reserves had fallen in 15
of the past 16 weeks, hitting an about
I1-month low. The forex reserves
started falling since they touched an all-

time high of USD 704.89 billion in
September. They are now about 10
percent lower from its peak.

to RBI intervention, aimed at
preventing a sharp depreciation of the
Rupee.

The Indian Rupee is now at or near its all-
time low against the US dollar. The
latest RBI data showed that India's
foreign currency assets (FCA), the
largest component of forex reserves,
stood at USD 537.684 billion.
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|Itija Mufti claims she, mother under house
arrest: Nothing's changed in Kashmir

According to reports, truck driver Waseem Majeed Mir was Kkilled in army firing after he refused
to stop at a checkpoint in Baramulla district on Wednesday night.

+lltija and
Mehbooba Mufti

under house
arrest
>Politicians
condemn deaths

of two civilians,

call for probe,
accountability
»Chief Minister

Omar Abdullah
promises

inquiries into
both incidents

New Delhi. People's Democratic Party (PDP}
leader Iltija Mufti has claimed that she and her
mother, Mehbooba Mufii, have been placed
under house arrest as the latter was going to visit
Sopore in Jammu and Kashmir's Baramulla
district, where a civilian truck driver was killed in
army firing earlier this week.

According to reports, Waseem Majeed Mir was
killed in army firing after he refused to stop ata
checkpoint in Baramulla district on Wednesday
night. In a tweet on Saturday, Iltija Mufti said,
"My mother & I both have been placed under
house arrest. Our gates have been locked up
because she was meant to visit Sopore where
‘Waseem Mir was shot dead by the army.”

"I intended to visit Kathua today to meet Malkhan
Din’s family & am not being allowed to even
move out. Nothing has changed in Kashmir even
after elections. Now even comforting the families
of victims is being criminalised," she added.
Makhan Din (26), a resident of Batodi village in
Kathua accused of being involved in militancy,

i ¥ - . -
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allegedly died of suicide on Wednesday night due
to police "harassment”. According to police,
Malkhan Din, a nephew of exfiltrated Pakistan
terrorist Swar Din alias Swaru Gujjar, was
associated with the groupresponsible for the July
2024 Badnotfta army convoy attack that killed
four army jawans. Iltija Mufti's tweet comes as
several politicians in Jammu and Kashmir have
condemned the deaths of the twomen. On Friday,
Hurriyat Conference chairman Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq said, "The unfortunate saga of extra

Delhi Police arrest 5
people for providing
mule bank accounts to
Chinese scammers

Delhi Police's Cyber Cell has dismantled a

fraud network linked to a Chinese
company, arresting five in Jhansi. The

accused facilitated money laundering via

judicial killings and rights violations of people of mule bank accounts and crvptocurrency. An

J&K continues as the perpetrators are never
brought to the book. This cycle will never cease
until accountability is established and justice
delivered."Apni Party leader Altaf Bukhari has
called for a probe into the death of the truck driver
"to determine the exact circumstances under
which this unfortunate event occurred"”. Jammu
and Kashmir Congress chief Tariq Hameed Karra
also condemned the killing as "very fortunate and
amatter of grave concern.”

Meanwhile, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
announced that his government will order its own
inquiries into the two deaths and also tool up the
matter with the Centre. "I have seen the reports of
excessive use of force & harassment of Makhan
Din in police custody in Billawar leading to his
suicide and the death of Wascem Ahmed Malla,
shot by the army under circumstances that are not
entirely clear. Both these incidents are highly
unfortunate and should not have happened,” he
tweeted.

81-year-old retired Army officer was duped

[m—
New Delhi. In a breakthrough against digital arrest,

of Rs 15 lakh.

Delhi Police’s Cyber Cell, Southwest Disfrict, has
dismantled a fraud network leading to the arrest of
five individuals from Uttar Pradesh's Jhansi. These
individuals were found arranging mule bank
accounts for a Chinese company through
Telegram, facilitating the laundering of cheated
money via cryptocurrency.

WHATISAMULE BANKACCOUNT?
A mule bank account is a legitimate bank account

used by fraudsters to transfer illegally obtained
money without directly implicating themselves.
Cybercriminals either create these accounts using
fake idenfities or recruit individuals (often
unaware of the full extent of the crime) to open
accounts on their behalf. The stolen money is
routed through multiple such accounts, making it
difficult for authorities to trace the source.

Court "honourably' acquits
Army officer of rape, orders
perjury case against woman

New Delhi. A Delhi court has "honourably" acquitted an
Army Major of rape charges, holding the FIR against
him was "false" and filed with ulterior motives. While
ordering a case of perjury against the woman, additional
sessions judge Pawan Kumar said the officer underwent
the "trauma of trial" for such a heinous offence based on
a "false story of rape”. "A false FIR was lodged against
the accused for ulterior motives, and he deserves an
honourable acquittal. The accused stands honourably
acquitted of the offences for which he has been facing
the frial,” said the court. The complainant, the officer's
domestic help, resided at the servant quarters in his
residence. She alleged the Army officer raped her on the
mtervening night of July 12-13 in 2018. It also came on
record that her husband was found hanging on the same
night and a probe report held it be a case of suicide.

In its judgment on January 3, the court said, "On a careful
scrutiny of the facts and evidence and in the guiding
light of settled legal prepositions, this court is of the
view that the testimony of the prosecutrix is full of
material contradictions and improvements. The
prosecutrix is inconsistent in her statements throughout
the investigation and trial.”

The court said it would be "highly unsafe” to convict the
accused, represented by advocate Bharat Chugh, based
on the complainant's uncorroborated sole testimony and
observed the accused, serving in the army, suffered
irreparable loss to his reputation because of "false
litigation". "The courts are not merely the protectors of
the constitutional and legal rights of the aggrieved,
rather, they act as healers to administer the panacea of
justice to the aggrieved. The term aggrieved 1s not
confined to the complainant and there may be cases
where the accused can be a real sufferer,” it said. The
court said ittook one's lifetime to build a reputation but a
“few lies” could destroy it. An acquittal simpliciter
(unconditional acquittal of an accused from criminal
charges} could not compensate for the "agony" endured
by the accused, it added. The court directed the
complaint for perjury ought to be sent to a competent
court

Giant Slayer, 1st-Time MP:
One Of These Leaders Could
Be Delhi Chief Minister

New Delhi. Set to return to power in Delhi after a 27-year
gap, the BJP, which campaigned without declaring a
chief ministerial face, will now have several
contenders for the post. While it could spring a surprise
like it did in Rajasthan with Bhajan Lal Sharma, in
Madhya Pradesh with Mohan Yadav and in
Chhattisgarh with Vishnu Deo Sai, these are the chief
minister probables for the BJP in the national capital:

Parvesh Verma: The son of former Delhi chief minister
Sahib Singh Verma, Parvesh Verma has been a two-
time MP from the West Delhi constituency. What will
boost his chances is his status as a giant slayer, having
defeated AAP chief and former chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal from the New Delhi constituency, where he
also faced off against the Congress' Sandeep Dikshit,
who is the son of former Delhi chief minister Sheila
Dikshit.

The firebrand leader's remarks have often sparked
controversies, including during the Shaheen Bagh
protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act, the
National Register of Citizens and the National
Population Register. Mr Verma had said the
demonstrators would be cleared in an hour if the BJP
came to power in the national capital. In 2022, he had
also made a boycott call which appeared to be aimed at
Muslims. "Wherever you see them, if you want to fix
their head, if you want to set them straight, then the only
cure is total boycott. Raise your hand if vou agree,” the
then MP had said.

Virendra Sachdeva: Serving as the Delhi BIP working
president since 2022 and appointed the full-time
president in 2023, Virendra Sachdeva will get a lot of
the credit for keeping factionalism in check and
bringing the party to power in the capital for the first
time since 1998. Facing an uphill task, Mr Sachdeva
has always projected confidence that the BJP would
form a government in Delhi. Asked who would be the
chief minister after early leads showed the BIP
comfortably ahead, Mr Sachdeva simply said it would
be someone from the party and the central leadership
would take a call.

In this case, the accused provided mule accounts to

Uttar Pradesh clears excise policy, foreign
liquor to come in 60ml, 90ml hottles

The Uttar Pradesh Cobinet has o

roved the excise policy for 2025-26, introducing an e-lottery for liguor and

cannabis shop allocations. Composite shops will merge beer and foreign liuor outlets. Smaller liguor bottles

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath

New Delhi. A senior lawyer and

In hig letter to the commission,

and tetro-pack packngin

New Delhi. The Uttar Pradesh

Cabinet has approved the excise
policy for the financial year
2025-26, introducing an e-
lottery system for liquor and
'Bhang' (cannabis} shop
allocations. The policy also
includes the introduction of
composite shops, merging
separate beer and foreign liquor
outlets into a single unit.

chaired the cabinet meeting on
Wednesday night, where the
approval for the policy was granted.
Excise Minister Nitin Agarwal said
the government has introduced 90ml
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bottles in the regular category of
foreign liquor. In the premium
segment, 60ml and 90m] bottles will
now be available. He also announced

that country liquor, previously
sold in glass bottles, willnow be
mandatorily packaged in tetra
packs to prevent adulteration.
"For the first time in seven years,
all country liquor shops,
composite shops, model shops,
and cannabis shops in the state
will be allocated through an e-
lottery system instead of the
renewal process followed
earlier," Agarwal told reporters
on Thursday. Under the new
system, an applicant can submit

only one application, and no
individual will be allotted more than
two shops across the state.

Supreme Court lawyer petitions human rights

panel over Indian deporiees’ treatment

A Supreme Court lawyer, Virendra Vashistha, has petitioned the NHRC over the treatment of Indian migrants deported from the US. He

condemned the use of restraints during fransit, calling it inhumane. He urged an investigation and government infervention.

merber of the Supreme Court Bar
Association, Virendra Vashistha, has
filed a petition before the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC), expressing concern
over the freatment of Indian
migrants deported from the
United States.

Vashistha stated that the
deportees were restrained in
handcuffs and shackles and
transported on a US military
aircraft. Vashistha wrote, "We
only use this method for
dangerous criminals, which is a
serious violation of fundamental
humanrights.”

Vashistha said that the deportees

remained in restraint throughout the
journey, despite their only offence
being illegal migration. He stated that
such measures caused physical pain,
psvchological distress, and emotional
trauma. He referred to United

Nations human rights standards,
which prohibit the use of force on
non-violent individuals. "Placing
deported individuals in handcuffs and
shackles without any security threat

is degrading, inhuman,
unjustified," he said.

He urged the NHRC to investigate the
matter and document the experiences
of those affected. He called on the
Ministry of External Affairs to raise

and 33

the issue with the US government and
ensure accountability. He also
requested that those who returned
receive medical and psychological
supportt. "Human rights organisations

must take note of this to
prevent such incidents in the
future," he wrote. "The
NHRC must intervene
immediately to protect the
dignity of Indian citizens. It is
unaceeptable to place non-
violent deportees in
restraints, and this must be
strongly condemned," he
added. On Wednesday, a US
military aircraft carrying 104
deported immigrants arrived
in India. The deportees
included 33 from Harvana,
from Gujarat, 30 from Punjab,

three each from Maharashtra and
Uttar Pradesh, and two from
Chandigarh. The returnees claimed
that they were kept in handcuffs and
shackles throughout the journey.

Chinese scammers, who used them to move
defrauded money. The criminals withdrew the
money, re-deposited it in another mule account,
converted it into cryptocurrency (USDT), and
transferred it to their Chinese handlers.

HOW AN RI1-YEAR-OLD RETIRED ARMY

OFFICER WASDUPED

On December 8, 2024, R1-year-old retired Army

personnel, Shri Gopal, lodged a complaint stating
that he had received a call regarding a non-bailable
warrant issued by a Mumbai court for money
laundering. The scamters manipulated him into
believing he was under investigation and placed
him under WhatsApp video surveillance, falsely
conducting an official inquiry.

ED raids five locations in Mumbai in
Eros fund diversion probe

New Delhi. The Enforcement Directorate (ED)

conducted searches at five locations in Mumbai
on Wednesday as part of an investigation into
alleged fund diversion by Eros International
Media Ltd and other entities linked to the Eros
group. The raids were carried out under the
Foreign Exchange ManagementAct, 1999.

During the raid, central probe agency officials

seized documents related to overseas entities,
immovable properties, overseas bank accounts
and digital devices.The investigation follows a
probe by the Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) into allegations that Eros and its

promoters misrepresented financial statements
and siphoned funds amounting to about Rs 2,000
crore. Eros International Media Ltd is an Indian
company invelved in producing and distributing
films. It acquires and co-produces films,
distributing them across theatrical, television,
and digital platforms.The probe agency has
found that Fros paid about Rs 2,000 crore as
content advances to certain entities between the
financial years 2012-13 and 2020-21. According
to officials, the company later wrote off large
sums under the claim that they could not be
recovered due to the Covid-19 pandemic. This
was part of a balance sheet adjustment.The
agency has gathered evidence suggesting that
Eros inflated its financial statements by making
payments for content advances, which were later
diverted or returned to the company. The
fransactions were reportedly masked through
fictitious purchases of movie rights.

Supreme Court on domestic violence cases:
Can't drag family members without reason

The Supreme Court ruled that domestic violence cases must be handled sensitively, cautioning against implicating family members without specific

allegations. It quashed charges against relatives in a case, warning against misuse of stringent criminal laws.

New Delhi. Observing domestic violence Tq
cases need to be handled with utmost |

S

sensitivity, the Supreme Court on

Friday said family members of an —

accused cannot be implicated without
specific charge in the criminal case in a
sweeping manner. A bench of Justices
B V Nagarathna and N Kotiswar Singh
said in matrimonial disputes, emotions

run high, and there may be a tendency ==

to implicate other members of the

family who do not come to the rescue of
the complainant or remain mute
spectators to any alleged incident of
harassment. "In criminal cases relating to
domestic violence, the complaints and
charges should be specific, as far as
possible, as against each and every
member of the family who are accused of
such offences and sought to be
prosecuted, as otherwise, it may amount
to misuse of the stringent criminal
process by indiscriminately dragging all
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the members of the family," said the
court.The observations reflected in a
judgement that quashed the criminal
proceeding against the family members
against whom a woman filed a domestic
violence case aside fromher in laws.

The Telangana High Court had refused to
quash the proceedings against the
maternal aunt and cousin of the main
accused. The top court said it couldn't
constitute a criminal act without there
being specific acts attributed to the family

members.

the process oflaw.

When tempers run high and The court said invoking criminal process
relationships turn bitter, there is also
a propensity to exaggerate the
allegations, which does not
necessarily mean that such domestic
disputes should be given the colour
of criminality, it added. "There may
be situations where some of the
family members or relatives may
tum a blind eve to the violence or

was a serious matter with penal
consequences invelving coercive
measures, which could be permitted only
when there was a specific act. It said
criminalising domestic disputes without
specific allegations and credible
materials to support the same may have
disastrous consequences for the
mstitution of family, which is built on the

harassment perpetrated to the victim, and
may not extend any helping hand to the
victim, which does not necessarily mean
that they are also perpetrators of domestic
violence, unless the circumstances
clearly indicate their involvement and
instigation," the bench said. The apex
cowrt said implicating all such relatives
without making specific allegations and
attributing offending acts to them and
proceeding against them without prima
facie evidence would amount to abuse of

premise of love, affection, cordiality and
mutual trust. "Institution of family
constitutes the core of human society.
Domestic relationships, such as those
between family members, are guided by
deeply ingrained social values and
cultural expectations. These relationships
are often viewed as sacred, demanding a
higher level of respect, commitment, and
emotional investment compared to other
sacial or professional associations," said
the top court.
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Missing commuter plane found crashed on Alaska
sea ice and all 10 aboard died, authorities say
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Himself As Chairman Of
Kennedy Center, Washington

JUNEAU. A small commuter plane that  was light snow and fog, with a temperature | medical transportation plane crashed in

Cultural Venue

World US President Donald Trump announced
Friday he will name himself to be chairman of the
Kennedy Center, putting his aggressive rightwing
stamp on Washington's premier cultural venue.

Trump broke the news in a post on his social media
platform as he engages in a blizzard of policy
changes upending the city and the country, attacking
people, causes and policies he says are dangerously
left wing.In a way, this appointment is another form
of retribution, which Trump is seeking in his second
term as he goes after perceived enemies: in his first
term, from 2017 to 2021, the Republican regularly
skipped the center's yearly gala event because people
in line to receive awards criticized him and said they
would not show up if he did.In his post, Trump
suggested that the Kennedy Center, the stately white
marble entertainment complex overlooking the
Potomac River and named for the late president John
F Kennedy, offered entertainment that did not reflect
his own values.everal members of the board will be
replaced, including the current chairman, the
billionaire philanthropist David Rubenstein, Trump
wrote."l have decided to immediately terminate
multiple individuals from the Board of Trustees,
including the Chairman, who do not share our Vision
for a Golden Age in Arts and Culture. We will soon
announce a new Board, with an amazing Chairman,
DONALD J. TRUMP!" the president said on Truth
Social."Just last year, the Kennedy Center featured
Drag Shows specifically targeting our youth -- THIS
WILL STOP. The Kennedy Center is an American
Jewel, and must reflect the brightest STARS on its
stage from all across our Nation. For the Kennedy
Center, THE BEST IS YET TO COME!" Trump
saidTrump did not say what show he was referring
to.In December, the center hosted concerts by a band
called Bertha that featured some of its musicians
dressed in drag. The Kennedy Center is the home of
the National Symphony Orchestra and also offers
theatre, opera, comedy and other productions.

Rubenstein served as an advisor to the late president
Jimmy Carter and also has ties to former president
Joe Biden, who regularly attended the venue's top
gala, the Kennedy Center Honors, every year.

TikTok Allows US Android

Users To Download App Via
Kits On Its Website

Washington.TikTok said on Friday it was allowing US
Android users to download and connect to the short
video app through package kits on its website, in an
effort to circumvent restrictions on the popular
platform in the country.pple and Google have not
reinstated TikTok to their app stores since a US law
took effect on January 19 requiring its Chinese owner
ByteDance either to sell it on national security
grounds or face a ban.President Donald Trump, who
took office the day after the law went into effect,
signed an executive order seeking to delay by 75 days
the enforcement of the law.Trump has said that he
was in talks with multiple people over TikTok's
purchase and would likely have a decision on the
app's future this month. It has about 170 million
American users.

The president signed an executive order on Monday
ordering the creation of a sovereign wealth fund
within the next year, saying it could potentially buy
TikTok.US officials have warned that under
ByteDance, there was a risk of Americans' data being
misused.Free speech advocates have opposed
TikTok's ban under the law, which was
overwhelmingly passed by Congress and signed by
then-President Joe Biden.The company says US
officials misstated its ties to China, arguing its
content recommendation engine and user data are
stored in the United States on cloud servers operated
by Oracle, while content moderation decisions that
affect American users are also made in the United
States.

DOGE Staff Quits Over
"Normalize Indian Hate"
Post, Elon Musk Responds

World An employee from billionaire Elon Musk's
Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) has
resigned after he was linked to racist posts on a
deleted social media account.Marko Elez, 25, who
was among two DOGE staff members who had access
to the sensitive personal data of millions of
Americans, resigned Thursday after The Wall Street
Journal report uncovered multiple offensive posts on
the account.

"Just for the record, I was racist before it was cool," the
account reportedly posted in July last year.

"You could not pay me to marry outside of my
ethnicity," the account wrote on X - a social media
platform owned by Musk - in September.

Normalize Indian hate," the account wrote the same
month about a post noting the prevalence of people
from India in Silicon Valley.The racist post against
Indians came at a time when Musk was facing
criticism from some supporters of US President
Donald Trump for his support for hiring skilled
foreign workers in the tech sector following the
appointment of Sriram Krishnan, an Indian-origin
venture capitalist, to lead artificial intelligence policy
in the Trump administration.

In another post, the account reportedly said it "would
not mind at all if Gaza and Israel were both wiped off
the face of the Earth."

Elon Musk Says "To Err Is Human"

Following Marko Elez's resignation, Elon Musk asked
his 216 million followers on X if he should reinstate
the "DOGE staffer who made inappropriate
statements via a now-deleted pseudonym."About 78
per cent of the 3,85,000 respondents voted "yes,"
prompting Musk to announce: "He will be brought
back. To err is human, to forgive divine."Elez's
resignation came after a court ruled that he and
another DOGE worker staffer continue to access the
personal information of millions of Americans kept in
Treasury payment systems.

The aircraft then hit a bus and exploded.

crashed in western Alaska on its way to the
hub community of Nome was located
Friday on sea ice, and all 10 people on
board died, authorities said. The crash
appeared to be one of the deadliest in the
state in the last 25 years.Mike Salerno, a
spokesperson for the U.S. Coast Guard,
said rescuers were searching the aircraft's
last known location by helicopter when the
wreckage was spotted. Two rescue
swimmers were lowered to investigate.

A photo provided by the Coast Guard showed

the plane's splintered body and debris lying
on the sea ice. Two people in brightly
colored emergency gear circled the
wreckage. The Bering Air single-engine
turboprop plane was traveling from
Unalakleet on Thursday afternoon with
nine passengers and a pilot, Alaska's
Department of Public Safety said. It was
operating at its maximum passenger
capacity, according to the airline's
description of the plane.The Cessna
Caravan left Unalakleet at 2:37 p.m., and
officials lost contact with it less than an
hour later, according to David Olson,
director of operations for Bering Air. There

Two dead after small plane
crashes into bus in Sao Paulo

SAO PAULO. Two killed and six

people injured Friday when a
small plane crashed on a major
avenue in Brazil's economic
capital Sao Paulo, narrowly
escaping heavy traffic and
skidding into a bus, authorities
said.The plane, carrying two
people, slid hundreds of meters
along the avenue, passing in
front of a queue of dozens of
vehicles waiting at a traffic light,
according to images shown in local
media.

The pilot and a passenger were killed in
the accident, which happened shortly
after the King Air F90 took off from the
Campo de Marte airport, which handles
domestic flights. Six people were
injured, said firefighter chief Ronaldo
Melo told journalists.he passengers of

New York.An Indian-descent
construction executive has : i
been given a sentence of up
to 25 years for driving at 150
kmph while drunk and high
on cocaine resulting in a
crash that killed two teen
tennis players.

Amandeep Singh was
sentenced on Friday to a
maximum prison time of 25
years with a minimum of
eight years and four months
in Mineola on Long Island as
nine family and friends of
the victim angrily
denounced him in court.

"Your anger towards me is fully
understood and totally justified," a
penitent Singh told them before he was
sentenced."This was all my fault.
Losing a child is the greatest grief. I
have committed the great sin. If anyone
should have died, it should have been
me," he told Judge Helene Gugerty.The
crowd of the popular teens' supporters
who had come to witness the
sentencing was so large that two

of 17 degrees (minus 8.3 Celsius),
according to the National Weather
Service.The Coast Guard said the aircraft
went missing about 30 miles (48
kilometers) southeast of Nome.

Radar forensic data provided by the U.S.

Civil Air Patrol indicated that about 3:18

p.m., the plane had "some kind of event |

which caused them to experience a rapid
loss in elevation and a rapid loss in speed,"
Coast Guard Lt. Cmdr. Benjamin
Mclintyre-Coble said. "What that event is, [
can't speculate to."MclIntyre-Coble said he
was unaware of any distress signals from
the aircraft. Planes carry an emergency
locating transmitter. [f exposed to seawater,
the device sends a signal to a satellite,
which then relays that message back to the
Coast Guard to indicate an aircraft may be
in distress. There have been no such
messages received by the Coast Guard, he
said.All 10 people on board the plane were
adults, and the flight was a regularly
scheduled commuter trip, according to Lt.
Ben Endres of the Alaska State Troopers.

Local, state and federal agencies assisted in

the search effort, combing stretches of ice-

dotted waters and scouring miles of frozen
tundra.Flying is an essential mode of Unalakleet is a community of about 690

transportation in Alaska due to the vastness
of the landscape and limited infrastructure.
Most communities are not connected to the
developed road system that serves the
state's most populous region, and it's
common to travel by small plane.

Some high school teams fly to sporting

events against rival high schools, and
goods are brought to many communities by
barge or by air.The plane's disappearance
marks the third major U.S. aviation mishap
in eight days. A commercial jetliner and an
Army helicopter collided near the nation's
capital on Jan. 29, killing 67 people. A

Philadelphia on Jan. 31, killing the six
people on board and another person on
the ground.Bering Air serves 32 villages
in western Alaska from hubs in Nome,
Kotzebue and Unalakleet. Most
destinations receive twice-daily
scheduled flights Monday through
Saturday. Two Bering Air planes
appeared to be searching in a grid
pattern just off the coastline Friday
morning, according to the flight
tracking service Flightradar24.

people about 150 miles (about 240
kilometers) southeast of Nome and 395
miles (about 640 kilometers) northwest of
Anchorage. The village is on the Iditarod
trail, route of the world's most famous sled
dog race, during which mushers and their
teams must cross the frozen Norton Sound.

Nome, a Gold Rush town, is just south of the

Arctic Circle and is known as the ending
point of the 1,000-mile (1,610-kilometer)
Iditarod. The city said prayer vigils would
be held Friday for those on board the plane,
friends and family and those involved in
search efforts.

who witnessed the aircraft crash" to

Indian Origin Man Gets Up To 25 Years
Jail In Driving Crash Killing 2 Teens

Under the sentence Gugerty imposed,

the bus managed to escape, some of
whom were left with "bruises." A
passing motorcyclist also fell and
received medical attention.Images
broadcast on local television showed
thick plumes of smoke billowing into
the air, however firefighters quickly
got
control.Investigators are at the scene

In 202

the blaze under

'taking photos and interviewing people ~ Plan
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additional courtrooms were opened to
accommodate them.

Singh has to serve the minimum
sentence before he can be considered
for parole, based, among othaer things,
on his conduct in prison, with the term
extending to 25 years if he doesn't
qualify for parole.Singh, 36, worked as
a project manager for a construction
company.Nassau District Prosecutor

and
tour

accidents in January, with eight people
killed. These mainly involved
agricultural aircraft and private planes.

number of aircraft accidents in the last
10 years, with 175 crashes and 152
deaths.Last August, Brazil suffered its
worst air tragedy in 17 years, when a

Sao Paulo state, killing all 62 on board.

cocaine, she said. The two 14-year-olds
who died, Ethan Falkowitz and Drew
Hassenbein, were budding tennis stars
who were returning from celebrating
their victory in a match.Falkowitz's
family has set up a foundation in his
honour to promote tennis among young
people.

Along with the US Tennis Association

Donald Trump Calls To
'Close Down' USAID 'Driving
The Radical Left Crazy'

Washington, United States. President Donald Trump on
Friday called for USAID to be shuttered, escalating his
unprecedented campaign to dismantle the humanitarian
agency.

"THE CORRUPTION IS AT LEVELS RARELY SEEN
BEFORE. CLOSE IT DOWN!" Trump wrote on his
Truth Social app without offering any evidence to back
up his assertion.His latest attack on the United States
Agency for International Development (USAID),
which distributes US humanitarian aid globally, is part
of a drive that has triggered chaos in its global network
and allegations of weakening American influence on
the world stage.In the three weeks since he began his
new term, Trump has launched a crusade led by his top
donor and world's richest person, Elon Musk, to
downsize or dismantle swaths of the US government.

The most concentrated fire has been on USAID.

On Friday, Musk -- who along with Trump has spread
blatantly false information about USAID's finances --
reposted photos on social media of the agency's signage
being taken down from its Washington
headquarters.The Trump administration has already
frozen foreign aid and ordered thousands of
internationally-based staff to return to the United
States, with reported impacts on the ground steadily
growing.On Thursday, a union official confirmed
reports that the USAID headcount of 10,000 employees
would be reduced to around only 300.Labor unions are
challenging the legality of the onslaught, including a
separate government-wide offer of buyouts by Musk's
teamA federal judge on Friday ordered a pause to the
administration's plan to put 2,200 USAID workers on
paid leave at 11:59 pm.Democrats in Congress say it
would be unconstitutional for Trump -- who has also
vowed to close the Department of Education -- to shut
down government agencies without the legislature's
green light.Soft powerThe United States' current
budget allocates about $70 billion for international
assistance.However while Washington is the biggest
aid donor in the world, the money has only amounted to
between 0.7 and 1.4 percent of total US government
spending in the last quarter century, according to the
Pew Research Center.USAID runs health and
emergency programs in around 120 countries,
including the world's poorest regions.It is seen as a vital
source of soft power for the United States in its struggle
for influence with rivals including China.Samantha
Power, the USAID chief under former president Joe
Biden, dubbed the agency "America's superpower” in a
scathing New York Times opinion piece Friday."We are
witnessing one of the worst and most costly foreign
policy blunders in US history," said Power.Unless the
dismantling is halted, Power wrote, "future generations
will marvel that it wasn't China's actions that eroded US
standing and global security" but rather "an American
president and the billionaire he unleashed to shoot first
and aim later."

establish the circumstances of
the accident, Melo said.He said it
was unclear if the plane had been
attempting an emergency
landing at the time of the
accident.Brazil has seen several
dramatic small plane crashes in
recent months.According to
statistics from the Center for
Investigation and Prevention of
Aeronautical Accidents
(CENIPA), there were 20 aircraft

4, the country recorded the highest

e crashed in the city of Vinhedo in

Anne Donnely said that
on a night in May 2023,
Singh sped the wrong way
at 150 kmph in his Dodge
Ram truck in a zone with a
65 kmph speed limit.

He hit the Alfa Romeo with
four teens, two of whom
survived the crash, and he
was caught hiding near a
garbage dumpster, she
added.

Tests revealed that he had a
blood alcohol level of
0.15 per cent, nearly twice
the limit of 0.8 per cent,
and the presence of
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others, it hosts a tennis classic
nament in his honour.

Justin Trudeau reportedly says Trump’s talk of
making Canada a US state is 'a real thing’

Trudeau’s comments to business and labor leaders in a closed-door session were mistakenly carried by a loudspeaker.

4

VANCOUVER, British Columbia (AP) —

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau on Friday
said President Donald Trump’s talk of
making Canada the 51st U.S. state is “areal
thing” and is linked to the country’s rich
natural resources, local media reported.

Trudeau’s comments to business and labor

leaders in a closed-door session were
mistakenly carried by a loudspeaker,
Canada’s public broadcaster CBC reported.

“Mr. Trump has it in mind that the easiest way

to do it is absorbing our country and it is a
real thing. In my conversations with him
on...,” Trudeau said of making Canada a
U.S. state before the microphone cut out,
according to CBC.“They’re very aware of
our resources, of what we have and they
very much want to be able to benefit from
those,” Trudeau reportedly said. Trudeau’s
office did not immediately respond to a
request for comment.In a post on social
platform X, Gil McGowan, president of the

Alberta Federation of Labor, confirmed
what Trudeau said.“Yes, I can confirm that
Trudeau said his assessment is that what
Trump really wants is not action on fentanyl
or immigration or even the trade deficit,
what he really wants is to either dominate
Canada or take it outright,” McGown
wrote. Trump has repeatedly suggested
Canada would be better off if it agreed to
become the 51st U.S. stateIn public
comments Friday, Trudeau said Canada
must think “tactically and strategically” on
how to deal with Trump’s threats to impose
hefty tariffs on all Canadian

raise revenues for the federal
government. Trudeau said Canada can use
the 30-day extension to show U.S.
officials the country’s increased spending
on border security. Canada has announced
a $1.3 billion Canadian dollars ($900
million) border security plan that includes
drones, helicopters, more border guards
and the creation of a joint task
force.Trudeau also has promised to
appoint a new fentanyl czar, who will
serve as the primary liaison between the
Canadian and U.S. governments, even

imports.peaking in Toronto at the opening
of a one-day summit on the Canada-U.S.
economic relationship, Trudeau said the
country must work with the U.S. to avoid
tariffs, adding that Canada needs to
eliminate internal trade barriers and expand
its trade with other nations.

“This is a moment,” said Trudeau. “This is a

time in our country’s history that really

matters.” Trump on Monday agreed to a 30-
day pause on threats to impose 25% tariffs
on imports from Mexico and Canada, with
another 10% tariff on Canadian oil, natural
gas and electricity. Trump had threatened
the tariffs to ensure greater cooperation
from the countries to stop illegal
immigration and prevent fentanyl
smuggling, but he has also pledged to use
tariffs to boost domestic manufacturing and

though less than 1% of the fentanyl and
illegal immigrant crossings into the U.S.
come from Canada.“We need to be very
deliberate about how we continue to engage
closely with the United States to make the
case that Canada is responsible for a tiny
part of the North American fentanyl
problem, but that we are also bitterly
touched by this tragedy,” Trudeau said.e
added that Canada needs to be prepared.
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D Gukesh makes subtle

start in Freestyle Chess

Grand Slam amid format
controversy

New Delhi. Reigning world champion D
Gukesh kicked off his campaign at the
Freestyle Chess Grand Slam with three
draws and one defeat, gradually adapting to
the unconventional format that has sparked
debate in the chess world.Gukesh’s
opening match saw him hold Uzbekistan’s
Nodirbek Abdusattorov to a draw before
falling to France’s Alireza Firouzja. He
followed up with two more draws against
American Levon Aronian and
Uzbekistan’s Javokhir Sindarov at the
Weissenhaus Luxury Resort in Germany.
With five group-stage rounds still
remaining, Gukesh must secure a top-eight
finish among ten participants to progress to
the next stage.Meanwhile, Carlsen himself
has had an up-and-down start, winning and
losing two games each, while Fabiano
Caruana and Sindarov currently lead the
standings with 3.5 points after four rounds.

What is Freestyle Chess?Freestyle Chess, an
evolution of Fischer Random Chess, is the
brainchild of world No. 1 Magnus Carlsen
and German entrepreneur Jan Henric
Buettner. It eliminates traditional piece
placement, allowing for 960 possible

starting positions, making it a dynamic
variation of the game. Despite facing
resistance from FIDE, the governing body
of chess, this format is being positioned as a
long-term addition to professional chess.

The introduction of Freestyle Chess has also
led to tensions between FIDE and the
event’s promoters, particularly over
whether the format should crown its own
world champion. For now, organisers have
put the championship title debate on hold
for ten months. However, the rift deepened
after Carlsen publicly called for the
resignation of FIDE President Arkady
Dvorkovich, a former Russian Deputy
Prime Minister and key figure in
organising the 2018 FIFA World Cup.

Indian chess legend Viswanathan Anand
withdrew from the event earlier, likely due
to his role as FIDE’s Deputy President.
Despite ongoing disputes, the new format
is backed by major investment, with a
lucrative prize pool of 750,000 USD per
tournament across five events this
year—an amount rarely seen in chess
competitions.

Could Axar Patel keep

Rishabh Pant on bench in

Champions Trophy
Manjrekar reacts

New Delhi. Sanjay Manjrekar feels that Axar
Patel's all-round versatility could force
Rishabh Pant to wait on the sidelines for
some time after India's win in the first ODI
against England. India decided to promote
Axar during the run chase to No.5 and the
move worked wonders. The all-rounder
scored 52 runs off 47 balls and put on a 108-
run stand with Shubman Gill to ensure that
India got home in the end with 4 wickets to
spare.Pant was forced to warm the bench as
India opted for KL Rahul as the wicket-
keeper during the Ist ODI in Nagpur and
Manjrekar feels that the wait may continue
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for the 27-year-old, even during the
Champions Trophy. Speaking to
ESPNCericinfo, the former cricketer said that
Axar is a great option, and he has got the
temperament of a batter."Before the match
started, there was a suggestion from me that
maybe Rishabh Pant could be tried only with
the Champions Trophy in mind. Plus, India
would have a left-hander in the top six or
seven. Axar Patel is a great option to have
because this is a guy, we have seen him bat in
Test matches for India, and he has a batter's
temperament," said Manjrekar.

'Axar looked good against spinners'

Manjrekar said that Axar looked good against
spinners, and it had been a problem for India
during the middle overs in the past. The
former cricketer said that Axar would be a
good option to have in the middle order in
Dubai, where India will be playing their
matches in the Champions Trophy.

"Boy, he looked good against spinners. India
have had a problem in the middle overs
where they have struggled to find batters
who are competent against spin. Because this
Champions Trophy is going to be played in
our part of the world, there's going to be a lot
of spin impact on the games."Axar Patel is a
terrific option to have in the middle, thereby
perhaps delaying Rishabh Pant's chances of
coming back in. Now, they have found a left-
hander that they can bat in the middle,"
Manjrekar concluded.

New

New

s gung-ho approach pegging back England in ODls

«For a team that set the
tone on heing proactive
and playing an
aggressive brand of
cricket between 2015 and

2019, Buttler and (o
seem to have lost the
way in the format

CUTTACK. Axar Patel was down on his knee
laughing at the VCA Stadium in Nagpur on
Thursday. He couldn’t believe what had
happened and neither did England captain
Jos Buttler. Having bowled what was
possibly his worst delivery of the match —a
half-tracker — all Axar would have expected
was Buttler to smash it. And so did Buttler as
he went back in the crease to pull it. But the
ball kept low, Buttler tried to adjust but it was
so low that he got into an awkward position
as the ball took the top edge and fell right into
the hands of Hardik Pandya at short-fine leg.

New Zealand's Lockie Ferguson in doubt for

Just when it seemed like Buttler was
building a partnership with Jacob Bethell,
the England captain fell in a way that
summed up the series so far for them.

Build momentum, take on Indian bowlers, and
lose the plot against the run of play. It
happened earlier in the powerplay when a
horrendous mix-up led to the run out of Phil
Salt. With Ben Duckett trying to keep going,
he too fell shortly after. The result and pent-
up pressure from a confident Harshit Rana
meant Harry Brook, who is struggling for
form, got out in the same over.

It is not just that. Even later in the innings,
when England still had eight overs to go
with just three wickets in hand, Bethell, who
had fought hard for a fifty, went after
Ravindra Jadeja only to be trapped on the
pads. Trying to double down on their intent,
which did not necessarily work in the T20Is,
England continued to lose wickets in
clusters and as a result conceded control and
momentum to India. Only if they had they
managed to add another 40-odd runs, it could

have changed the course of the match in the
second innings.Buttler admitted as much
after the loss on Thursday. “We were
probably another 40 or 50 runs (short) on that
total — with the way the wicket was turning
at the end, we would have been in a good
position to try to win the game,” Buttler said.
“We really had the momentum at that point
and absolutely once we've got it, we need to
continue to keep putting the opposition

under pressure for longer. I think that's been
the story for us so far — how can we keep
that momentum going for a bit longer when
we've got it? And when we've got it, hold on
to it,” he added. CUTTACK: Axar Patel was
down on his knee laughing at the VCA
Stadium in Nagpur on Thursday. He couldn’t

believe what had happened and neither did
England captain Jos Buttler. Having bowled
what was possibly his worst delivery of the
match — a half-tracker — all Axar would
have expected was Buttler to smash it.

And so did Buttler as he went back in the
crease to pull it. But the ball kept low, Buttler
tried to adjust but it was so low that he got
into an awkward position as the ball took the
top edge and fell right into the hands of
Hardik Pandya at short-fine leg. Just when it
seemed like Buttler was building a
partnership with Jacob Bethell, the England
captain fell in a way that summed up the
series so far for them.Build momentum, take

Champions Trophy with injury: Reports

Delhi. New Zealand’s
preparations for the Champions
Trophy have been dealt a major
setback as fast-bowling all-
rounder Lockie Ferguson faces a
race against time to regain fitness.
Ferguson sustained a hamstring
injury while playing in the UAE’s
ILT20, putting his availability for
both the upcoming Tri-Series
against Pakistan and South
Africa, as well as the Champions
Trophy, in doubt.The experienced
pacer, leading the Desert Vipers
in the ILT20, was forced to leave
the field midway through his spell during a
crucial qualifier against Dubai Capitals.
Unable to complete his allotted overs, he
had to be replaced by Mohammad Amir for
the final delivery of his spell. Concerned
about the severity of the injury, Ferguson
underwent scans the following day, and
New Zealand head coach Gary Stead has
confirmed they are still awaiting further
reports."Lockie had a scan yesterday
[Thursday] in the UAE...We've got the
images here and [we are] waiting for our

TYD) a

radiologist to give us a report on the extent
of'it. Small hamstring injury, by the look of
it, so we're just waiting on a timeline of
advice around that before we make a
decision on whether Lockie travels here
[Pakistan] or whether we do have to replace
him for the Champions Trophy," Stead
said.Ferguson’s absence continued in the
Eliminator against Sharjah Warriors, where
he handed over the captaincy duties to
England’s Sam Curran. His unavailability
for consecutive matches has raised alarms

They always chant RCB, RCB:

«England all-rounder Jacob
Bethell opened up on
receiving massive support in
India after bagging a Rs 2.60
crore deal with RCB for IPL
2025.

Delhi. England all-rounder Jacob
Bethell is overwhelmed by the support in
India during the ongoing T201 and ODI tour.
Bethell, who recently bagged Rs 2.60 crore
deal at the IPL 2025 (Indian Premier League
2025) mega auction being bought by the
Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB), has
been receiving massive support in India.

The 21-year-old recently shared the

experience of being cheered on by RCB fans
at different venues in India who welcome
him with RCB chants everywhere. He also
expressed excitement ahead of sharing the

dressing room with several big names of
international cricket in the upcoming season
of the IPL including the star batter Virat
Kohli“RCB is a great franchise, and I've felt
the love over here. Every ground I've been
to, as soon as [ walk onto the pitch, they start
chanting: RCB, RCB. There's definitely a lot
of support. To play along with the likes of
players like that would be really cool,”
Bethell was quoted as saying by Daily
Mail Furthermore, Bethell spoke highly of
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The upcoming Tri-Series, scheduled to begin

Jacob Bethell
overwhelmed by massive support in India

New Delhi.

within the New Zealand camp,
particularly with the Champions
Trophy fast approaching. The
Black Caps are set to open their
campaign against co-hosts
Pakistan on February 19 in
Karachi, making his recovery
timeline even more crucial.Given
Ferguson’s status as one of the
most senior bowlers in the squad,
his potential absence could
significantly impact New
Zealand’s pace attack. As a
precaution, seamer Jacob Duffy
has been placed on standby and
could be promoted to the main squad if
Ferguson is ruled out. All participating
teams have until February 12 to make any
necessary squad adjustments.

on February 8, will provide an opportunity
for New Zealand to assess their bowling
options. However, Ferguson’s injury has
created an added layer of uncertainty,
forcing the team management to consider
potential changes to their strategy ahead of
the marquee ICC event.

his all round skills and shared his
thought process while bowling.

“I see myself as a genuine all-rounder.
Whenever, I get the chance to bowl
and state my claim, and put us in a
good position, I will. It's a massive
part of my package,” he
added.Bethell didn’t have a good start
to the India tour as he could only score
23 runs across three matches in the
T20I series. However, he finally put
his all-round skills on display in the
first ODI by helping to rescue his
team’s innings from 111/4, scoring 51

wicket of Shreyas Iyer (59 off 36)
with the ball giving away 18 runs in three
overs. Despite his good performance,
England ended up losing the match by four
wickets as India took a 1-0 lead in the series.
Meanwhile, after having shown glimpses of
his skills in the series opener, Bethell will be
eager to continue his good form and help
England make a comeback in the series
during the second ODI in Cuttack on
February 9.

on Indian bowlers, and lose the plot against
the run of play. It happened earlier in the
powerplay when a horrendous mix-up led to
the run out of Phil Salt. With Ben Duckett
trying to keep going, he too fell shortly after.
The result and pent-up pressure from a
confident Harshit Rana meant Harry Brook,
who is struggling for form, got out in the
same over.lt is not just that. Even later in the
innings, when England still had eight overs
to go with just three wickets in hand, Bethell,
who had fought hard for a fifty, went after
Ravindra Jadeja only to be trapped on the
pads. Trying to double down on their intent,
which did not necessarily work in the T20Is,
England continued to lose wickets in clusters
and as a result conceded control and
momentum to India. Only if they had they
managed to add another 40-odd runs, it could
have changed the course of the match in the
second innings.Buttler admitted as much
after the loss on Thursday. “We were
probably another 40 or 50 runs (short) on that
total — with the way the wicket was turning
at the end, we would have been in a good
position to try to win the game,” Buttler said.
“We really had the momentum at that point
and absolutely once we've got it, we need to
continue to keep putting the opposition
under pressure for longer. I think that's been
the story for us so far — how can we keep
that momentum going for a bit longer when
we've got it? And when we've got it, hold on
toit,” he added.

Who is Maaya Rajeshwaran 15-year-
old tennis prodigy who reached WTA

125 semi-final

At just 15 years old, Maaya
Rajeshwaran has been making waves in the
tennis world with her remarkable
performances. The rising Indian star continued
her sensational form at the L& T Mumbai Open
WTA 125 Series, securing a place in the
semifinals on Friday at the prestigious Cricket
Club of India. Her victories over higher-ranked
opponents have further cemented her status as
one of India’s most promising young talents.

Maaya’s journey in the tournament has been

nothing short of inspiring. She overcame
World No. 264 Nicole Fossa Huergo of Italy in
a hard-fought three-setter (6-3, 3-6, 6-0)
before battling past World No. 434 Jessica
Failla of the United States (7-6(9), 1-6, 6-4).
With these wins, she became the youngest
Indian player ever to earn a WTA point, a feat
that speaks volumes about her potential and
talent.

A Star in the Making
Given a qualifying wildcard by the Maharashtra

State Lawn Tennis Association, Maaya has
made the most of her opportunity at the WTA
125 event—the second-highest tier in
professional women’s tennis, just below the

WTA Tour. Her game has drawn comparisons
to some of the sport’s greats, including her
idols Serena Williams and Aryna Sabalenka.
Whether dominating from the baseline or
charging the net with confidence, Maaya’s
ability to construct points with precision has
turned heads in the tennis fraternity.In her
main-draw opener, she stunned World No. 225
Iryna Shymanovich of Belarus with a
commanding 64, 6—1 victory, showcasing a
maturity well beyond her years.

(64) with the help of three fours and a The J ourney of a Future Champ1on

six.He also picked up the crucial Born on June 12, 2009, in Coimbatore, Tamil

Nadu, Maaya’s introduction to tennis was
almost incidental—an after-school activity at
the age of eight. Under the guidance of former
India No. 1 K.G. Ramesh, she honed her early
skills before transitioning to Pro Serve Tennis
Academy. There, coach Manoj Kumar has
been instrumental in shaping her game over the
past five years.Despite playing just her fifth
senior tournament, Maaya has exuded
confidence and composure, earning
widespread praise.

Rudd van Nistelrooy takes sly dig on
Manchester United's late winner vs Leicester

«Ruud van Nistelrooy criticised

Manchester United's controversial FA
Cup winner and the absence of VAR
after Harry Maguire's stoppage-time
goal, which appeared offside, knocked
Leicester City out of the competition.

New Delhi. Leicester City manager Ruud van

Nistelrooy expressed his fury over
Manchester United’s controversial stoppage-
time winner, which knocked his side out of
the FA Cup on 8th February. He also criticised
the absence of VAR in the early rounds of the
competition, claiming the technology could
have prevented a crucial refereeing error.

Facing his former club at Old Trafford, van

Nistelrooy endured a frustrating evening as
his side suffered a dramatic 2-1 defeat.

Leicester took the lead in the 42nd minute
through Bobby De Cordova-Reid, but
United mounted a late comeback, with
Joshua Zirkzee equalising in the 68th minute
before Harry Maguire headed in a stoppage-
time winner. However, replays suggested
that Maguire was in an offside position when
Bruno Fernandes delivered the decisive free-
kick.After the match, van Nistelrooy did not
hold back his frustration, insisting that
Maguire’s goal should not have stood.
Drawing on his own experience as a former
United player under Sir Alex Ferguson, he
dismissed suggestions that the victory was an
example of United’s famous ‘Fergie-time’
resilience. Instead, he sarcastically dubbed
the incident “offside time,” arguing that the
decision was a blatant mistake by the match
officials.We are not defeated in Fergie time,
we are defeated in offside time... We are
gutted," Van Nistelrooy said.

"When you prepare for the whole week for this

game and reacting after the Everton loss and

putin a performance like that but it is decided
on a clear and obvious mistake, that is
unacceptable and unthinkable at this level.
We have nothing else to do but pick ourselves
up. It is not what the team deserved," he
added.The absence of VAR in the early FA
Cup rounds has been a contentious issue,
with the Football Association deciding in
December that the technology would only be
introduced from the fifth round onwards.
This policy left Leicester at a disadvantage,
as they were denied the possibility of a VAR

check that could have ruled out
Maguire’s goal."This wasn't necessary.
Look, VAR you have in a couple of
centimetres, couple of inches. This was
half a metre, clear in line. It's a hard one
to take because the team deserved the
draw in the end, the extra-time to stay in
the game, you never know what
happens," he added.United coach
Ruben Amorim, speaking after the
match, even accepted himself that his
side were lucky to be awarded the goal,
which he also believes would have been
ruled out in the presence of VAR.Despite the
controversy, Manchester United’s victory
provided a crucial morale boost for Ruben
Amorim’s side, who have been struggling for
consistency in the Premier League. The win
keeps United’s FA Cup hopes alive and could
serve as a turning point in their season.
However, van Nistelrooy and Leicester will
feel aggrieved, believing they were unfairly
eliminated from the competition due to an
avoidable refereeing error.
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Shah Rukh Khan, Aamir Khan Pose
With Juhi Chawla, Actress Recalls

‘. So Many Cra;y Memnes
Looks Chic In Black Shorts And Tee,
Steps Out To Play Pickle Ball

e T Aud — .

amir Khan’s son Junaid Khan is all set to

make his theatrical debut with his

upcoming film ‘Loveyapa’. Several A-
listers including Shah Rukh Khan, Salman Khan,
Juhi Chawla, and others attended the screening of
the film, held in Mumbai. Now, Juhi Chawla has
shared photos from the screening, during which
she reunited with her two favourite co-stars Shah
Rukh and Aamir. She called it a ‘rare and precious
moment’, while recalling that they have made
crazy memories on so many film sets.

Juhi Chawla took to her Instagram account to share
several pictures from the screening of Loveyapa,
but the highlight of the post was her photograph
with her co-stars Aamir Khan and Shah Rukh
Khan. The picture shows her posing between the
two superstars, and the picture left fans nostalgic.
In her caption, she wrote how happy she was to

i ‘ meet them. “SO HAPPY to meet ShahRukh and

= i ' & ‘ AN i : . 4 Aamir together. It is a rare and precious moment ..

e ; 3 i e ' 3 . b ‘ ‘ % the two heroes whom I worked with extensively,

= =k . F : s e a A - L 3 laughed and cried with on so many sets, so many

= : . . =i ; - 4 super fun films, so many crazy memories. ..
e T — e X y - 1%} . Further, she praised Junaid Khan and wrote, “And
z . e : 5 then to be coming to Junaid’s film screening, [ had
first seen him as a baby!!! How the years have
= 5 3 i [ . ' . flown ... He is SUCH a wonderful down -to -
by 2 B = £ - earthboy , God Bless him Wish him Great success
- . k) — o | ‘ : ‘ : : with Loveyappa. #loveyapa."

! f 7 ' | Needless to say, fans went gaga over Juhi’s picture
with SRK and Aamir. While one Instagram user
wrote, “Omg !!!! My favorite duo Aamir and Juhi
together" another one commented, “It’s such
HAPPINESS to see you with Aamir PLEASE DO
NEW ROMANTIC FILM TOGETHER
PLEASEEEEEEE." A third comment read, “You
are glowing ma’am hope to see you with SRK
and Aamir Khan someday on the big screen!"

Priyanka Chopra Grooves To Dhan Te
Nan, Nick Jonas Sings Maan Meri Jaan
At Slddharth Neelam s Sangeet

T°E

lia Bhatt was spotted in a casual yet stylish outfit. The actress stepped out to play

pickleball and opted for an ensemble of black shorts paired with a casual tee. The

video has gone viral and fans were seen reacting. Ranbir Kapoor is also often spotted
playing pickleball in the city.In the video, shared by Viral Bhayani, we can see Alia Bhatt
looks cool in a complete black outfit and was seen engaging in sports. One of the fans wrote,
“She simply stunning." Another wrote, “Super baby". Many dropped heart emojis in the
comment section. Alia Bhatt was last seen in Jigra.

Alia Bhatt is currently shooting for her next film Love And War with Ranbir Kapoor and Vicky
Kaushal. Recently, in a conversation with Pinkvilla, Vicky talked about his bond with Alia
and Ranbir.

He was quoted saying, “Thave great comfort with both of them. I’m doing my second film with
Ranbir; I did Sanju with him. With Alia, I did Raazi, so both are very easy to work with—
incredibly talented actors. I don’t even need to say that."The film will now be out in theatres
on March 20, 2026, instead of Christmas 2025. Love and War will be the first collaboration
of Ranbir and Bhansali after the actor’s 2007 debut Saawariya. The film was officially
announced in January 2024. The original announcement on Instagram read, “We Bring You
Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s Epic Saga ‘Love & War.” See You At The Movies Christmas 2025."

Previously in an exclusive conversation with News18 Showsha, Alia Bhatt expressed her
excitement about the project. “There are so many layers to look forward to, that I don’t know
which one to pick. First and foremost, the pleasure and honour of working with Sanjay sir,
once again, under his guidance and gaze, flourish is step number one. You can go anywhere
with it because of his attention to detail and his attention to you," Alia said.

Shark Tank India's

Namita Thapa

Anupam Mittal Clash Over Underwear
Detergent: 'Vaginal Infections Huge'

! I \he latest episode of Shark Tank India featured a compelling pitch by married couple Samiksha and Rahul,

ollywood actress Priyanka Chopra and her

hubby Nick Jonas are having a gala time

celebrating the actress’ brother Siddharth
Chopra and Neelam Upadhyaya’s pre-wedding
festivities. Nick’s parents Denise Jonas and
Kevin Jonas Sr. are also present for the wedding
festivities in Mumbai. Several visuals from
Siddharth and Neelam’s sangeet ceremony have
surfaced on social media.

PeeCee left everyone mesmerized as she danced to
the popular song ‘Dhan Te Nan’ from her 2009
film ‘Kaminey’. Meanwhile, Nick Jonas sang his
famous song ‘Maan Meri Jaan’, while the actress
danced.One video that has been shared on
Priyanka Chopra’s fan pages shows the actress
grooving to her film Kaminey’s song ‘Dhan Te
Nan’, along with others. The actress nailed the
iconic hook step, leaving the audience in awe as
other guests enthusiastically cheered her on.

Meanwhile, Nick Jonas stole the show with his
soulful rendition of ‘Maan Meri Jaan’. Priyanka
and Siddharth Chopra showed off their dance
moves as Nick sang, and it was clearly the
highlight of the sangeet. Meanwhile, Nick Jonas
was also seen crooning the Jonas Brothers’
iconic song ‘When You Look Me In The Eyes’,
along with his father Kevin Jonas Sr. Their
performance left everyone captivated. Check out
the videos below!

Meanwhile, other videos from the sangeet
ceremony show Priyanka dancing her heart out
with her soon-to-be sister-in-law Neelam

pitch, which seemed to target male users Ppadhy.'ilya on the song ‘Balle Bal.le - The

instead.Namita Thapar voiced her Citadel a‘ctress also groov’ed to Darling from
support for the product, talking about . her film 7 Khoon Maaf”. For .the' sangeet
the critical issue of hygiene. “Vaginal e, ceremony, Prlye}nka donned. a midnight blue
infections are extremely common in lehenga by designer Falguni Shane Peacock.
women because their undergarments Meanwhile, Nick looked perfectly
aren’t as clean as they need to be," she complemented her in a matching velvet

pointed out. Namita advised the bandhgala set. Earlier, Priyanka Chorpa shared a

couple to leverage this perspective more strongly to convince investors.Initially positioned series of pictures from Siddharth Chopra and

as a product for men, Ugees faced some confusion among the sharks. Despite this, Samiksha Neelam Upadhyaya’s haldi and mehendi
and Rahul spoke about the detergent’s role in minimising infection risks. They sought Rs 50 ceremonies.

lakh for 2.5% equity, valuing the company at Rs 20 crore. They projected Rs 4 crore in revenue Meanwhile, before landing in Mumbai for her

brother’s wedding festivities, Priyanka Chopra

this year, aiming to scale it to Rs 4 crore per month.
was shooting in Hyderabad for her upcoming

who presented their innovative underwear detergent brand Ugees. They explained that their product

caters primarily to women who prefer not to wash their undergarments alongside regular laundry, but
the presentation didn’t go without scrutiny. Anupam Mittal questioned the need for a dedicated underwear
detergent, saying, “Have you heard of washing machines? You get all kinds of detergents as well; clean,
green, everything in between. Put some disinfectant, and you’re done. Why are you complicating these
things?"

However, the couple clarified that their core
customer base comprises women who avoid
mixing undergarments with other clothes,
particularly during their periods. Anupam
acknowledged this crucial insight, stating
they should have highlighted it during their

Peyush Bansal recommended partnering with lingerie brands, drawing a parallel with how shoe polish
companies collaborate with shoe brands. However, he and Ritesh Agarwal opted out of the deal. Namita y film, SS Rajamouli’s SSMB29 with Mahesh
initially decided to back out but eventually teamed up with Aman Gupta, offering Rs 50 lakh for 6% equity. Babu. Apart from this, she will also be seen in the
Anupam Mittal countered with Rs 50 lakh for 5% equity, later reducing it to 4% after negotiations. The second season of her spy thriller series ‘Citadel’.
couple accepted Anupam’s offer, securing a favourable deal.
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