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US order on
workforce diversity
will hit Indians

Within hours of taking office as the 47th President of
the United States, Donald Trump ended
reservation of jobs in the US government. It took
only a moment for him to take this huge step with
the flourish of his calligraphic signature.

Without further ado, many US private companies
hastened to follow suit. Thus ended a journey for
America’s diverse society that began with John F
Kennedy and was extended by almost every
subsequent US president.Job reservations and
priority in admissions to educational institutions
have been a raging issue in India for a long time.
Concerns that such reservations may be
terminated or reduced for Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and other backward classes even
influenced the outcome of the Lok Sabha elections
last year. Yet, this history-making decision in the
world’s oldest democracy has not produced even a
whimper in India.Americans are very good at
giving names for programmes which make them
sound far nobler than what they are. So, during the
Camelot-era grandeur of Kennedy's presidency, an
effort to end discrimination against weaker
sections of society in employment came to be
officially known as “affirmative action.”
Kennedy’s initiative, which Trump effectively
reversed on January 20, was announced by him six
weeks after being sworn in as President in 1961.
Like Trump, Kennedy also did it through an
executive order. Affirmative action was
rechristened as “diversity and inclusion” by
President Barack Obama formally in 2011.

Trump has now accused his immediate predecessor
Joe Biden of ‘DEI madness.’ In the Biden years,
DEI became the short form for diversity, equity
and inclusion. Very recently, the letter ‘A’ was
added to DEIto include accessibility.

Ronald Reagan was the only President since
Kennedy to take a stand against affirmative action.
He issued an executive order against fixing quotas
in jobs and recruitment goals. But he could not
reverse affirmative actions in toto because of
opposition in both Houses of Congress and among
trade unions. However, Reagan favoured clearly
defined plans to create business enterprises owned
and run by minorities.Incidentally, Reagan was the
first US President to appoint an Indian-American
to a federal agency in a position which required
presidential nomination. In 1987, he appointed Joy
Cherian as a member of the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission. This commission was
established under the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to
enforce laws against discrimination in places of
work.Opposition to DEI — which is roughly the
equivalent of reservations in India — has been
steadily building up in the US. It has been much
stronger than any movement against mere
affirmative action, which was small in scope and
scale. Republicans, in particular, have argued that
affirmative action programmes have become a
form of reverse discrimination in an equal society.

Opinion has been growing on the ground that DEI is
against meritocracy, which the US society is
supposed to uphold. These are familiar arguments
in India, too, among those opposed to reservations.

Two years ago, the US Supreme Court ruled in an
overwhelming 6-2 judgment that favouring a race
— reservations — in college admissions goes
against equal protection clauses in the US
Constitution. While all this is at the federal level,
several states had enacted laws against
reservations in their jurisdictions.

In India, resentment against reservations in
institutions of higher learning is rampant, but
largely silent. The anti-Mandal Commission
agitation by students in 1990 was a rare occasion
when such resentment found its way to the streets.
According to authoritative estimates, 200 students
across India attempted self-immolation against the
implementation of the commission's report on
reservations. While job reservations in India do not
apply to the private sector, businesses in the US,
especially large companies, have embraced DEIL.
Most of them have done it to be politically correct.
The alacrity with which several conglomerates
swiftly followed up on Trump's first-day executive
order showed that their support for affirmative
actions was insincere. Trump has urged America’s
private sector also to “end illegal DEI
discrimination and preferences.”

Facing its stiffest challenge in Delhi so far, the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) was trounced by the BJP in the Assembly
elections. The outcome ended a long run of the party led
by Arvind Kejriwal, a former bureaucrat who won the
hearts and minds of Delhi’s voters in 2015 with his
messianic zeal to fight corruption. His curious amalgam
of politics that blended civic activism and pro-poor
welfare programmes with a subtle play on religion and
caste saw his party win the 2020 polls as well, with the
BJP and the Congress failing to dent his popularity.

Keen on expanding his party’s footprint, Kejriwal led AAP
to victory in the 2022 Punjab elections as well. His
success rattled his rivals, who grudgingly recognised his
potential to tower above discredited or lacklustre
regional leaders who were largely legatees. He could
justifiably claim to be self-made. This claim, as also
others that gave him an outsized standing in national
politics, dissipated as the Delhi verdict came out on
February 8. Kejriwal lost his own seat to a BJP dynast,
Parvesh Verma, son of former CM Sahib Singh Verma.

Arrested in a money laundering case linked to the Delhi
excise policy scam, Kejriwal remained behind bars for
several months. After his release on bail, he stepped
down as the CM with an air of martyrdom that he hoped
would help him in the 2025 elections. His close aide,
Manish Sisodia, who piloted AAP’s flagship health and
education programmes, was also arrested and kept in
custody, as was another ex-minister, Satyendra Jain.
Sisodia and Jain lost, while another former minister,
Kailash Gahlot, who jumped ship and joined the BJP,
ended on the winning side. The only AAP top gun to win
was the outgoing CM, Atishi, who was not named in any
graft case. Virtually the entire AAP leadership was
wiped out, areflection of the party’s loss of credibility.

In the maelstrom of a bitterly contested poll between the
BJP and AAP, the Congress upped the ante against
Kejriwal but was unusually reticent about the BJP.

The BJP juggernaut, which was looking rusty
and creaky after the party’s underwhelming
show in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, is at
its rampaging best once again. And that is
ominous news for the Opposition’s INDIA
bloc, or whatever is left of it. After its superb
victories in Haryana and Maharashtra last
year, the BJP has finally captured the Delhi
citadel — ending a painfully long wait of
over 26 years. It has managed to topple the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), arguably the most
promising outfit to have emerged on the
Indian political scene in the past decade or
so. AAP had decimated the BJP and other
rivals in the 2015 and 2020 Assembly
elections, but this time it found itself
weighed down by anti-incumbency and
corruption charges against its top leaders,
particularly Arvind Kejriwal. Itself a product of Anna
Hazare’s anti-corruption movement, AAP failed to

Healthcare gets a booster shot with 10% budgetary hike

In a move with a far-reaching impact on out-of-pocket expenses, the Budget proposes to reduce the prices of many drugs.

The Union Budget 2025-26 has given priority to the

healthcare sector with provisions for expanding medical
education, promoting medical research, enhancing
cancer care affordability, extending the Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) to
gig workers and promoting medical tourism.

The Economic Survey 2024-25, tabled in Parliament on

January 31, brought out an increase in India’s health
spending to Rs 6.1 lakh crore in 2025 from Rs 3.2 lakh
crore in 2020-21. India’s share of health expenditure rose
to 3.8 per cent of the GDP in 2022. Between 2015 and
2022, out-of-pocket expenses dropped from 62.6 per
cent to 39.4 per cent, with the PM-JAY
playing a decisive role in it.To provide
universal health coverage to all citizens, the
PM-JAY benefit was extended last year to
all people over 70 years. The government
now proposes to include gig workers under
the scheme. This move will ensure financial
and health security for an estimated one
crore workers in the informal sector who
were not covered earlier under any
insurance. However, for this, the
government must ensure that the
aggregator companies must be transparent
in sharing data on gig workers.While the
proposed allocation for health has gone up
by 9.7 per cent to Rs 99,858.56 crore
compared to the previous year, the
Ayushman Bharat Infrastructure Mission
gets a 26 per cent increase while the PM-
JAY has araise of 28.85 per cent, keeping in
view its increasing ambit.Though the
Economic Survey has talked of the
importance of health of the nation, more emphasis is
required towards health promotion and disease
prevention.

The FM announced 10,000 additional seats in medical

colleges in the coming year and 75,000 seats in the next
five years. In the last 10 years, MBBS and postgraduate
seats have more than doubled to 1,18,137 and 73,157,
respectively. However, there are major concerns in this
regard. There is a dearth of medical teachers and the
National Medical Commission has been diluting the
norms for the numbers and experience of teachers. A
huge disparity between undergraduate and postgraduate
seats remains.Additionally, there should be a dynamic
policy for the number of seats in different specialities.
For example, India will need more oncologists,
intensivists and trauma specialists in the coming years
and fewer cardiac surgeons. The country also needs more
skilled manpower, like nurses, technicians and other

support staff, which needs dynamic planning.

The government has proposed major initiatives to help

cancer patients. Statistics show a rising incidence of all
major cancers in the country. According to the National
Cancer Registry Programme Report 2020, one in nine
persons is likely to develop cancer in their lifetime. The
government will facilitate the setting up of day-care
cancer centres in all district hospitals in the next three
years, with 200 centres to be established in 2025-26.
Such centres are typically used for chemotherapy. They
will facilitate access to cancer treatment, which is now
available at tertiary care centres only. It is proposed to

i

use the PPP mode for this initiative. However, there is a
shortage of trained manpower and infrastructure, like
advanced imaging and cancer diagnostics, both of which
need to be addressed.In a move with a far-reaching
impact on out-of-pocket expenses, the Budget proposes
to reduce the prices of many drugs. To provide relief to
patients suffering from cancer, rare diseases and other
chronic diseases, 36 lifesaving drugs have been fully
exempted from basic customs duty. Six additional
lifesaving medicines will now attract concessional
customs duty of 5 per cent. Concessions will also be
granted to bulk manufacturers of the above classes of
drugs to promote local companies.Another proposed
thrust area is medical tourism. With the availability of
expert medical professionals and infrastructure in the
country, a multitude of private hospitals in India already
attracts patients from South-East Asia, Africa and West
Asia. It is estimated that some 1.4 crore people travel to
different countries for better medical treatment every

BJP all the way

Delhi triumph a new high for saffron party

shake off the graft taint. Moreover, the fledgling party’s
decision to go solo instead of joining hands with the
Congress proved disastrous. As the voting day neared,

How the AAP bubble burst

BJP went for the jugular by targeting Kejriwal and others over corruption charges

B

Indeed, its Delhi leaders spoke the BJP’s language in
assailing Kejriwal. Sandeep Dikshit, son of former
Congress CM Sheila Dikshit, led from the front, giving
the impression that he was more interested in avenging
his late mother’s defeat by AAP than winning seats for
the grand old party. Rahul Gandhi acceded to the wishes
of the party’s Delhi leaders when they threatened him
with an ultimatum: Confront Kejriwal or face arevolt.
Kejriwal’s tenures, particularly the one that ended last
year, were turbulent as the Centre decided to get tough
with him and challenged every policy of his, bringing his
governance to a grinding halt. The situation would not
have been different had he won another term, perhaps a

reason why some of his voters opted for the BIP,
persuaded by the double-engine narrative.

Delhi may look tiny compared to bigger states that seem
more precious to the BJP. But the Capital is significant
because it is the centre of authority and power that can
hold states like Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra in thrall.

The BJP’s sweep was all the more significant because in
keeping with the Modi regime’s reluctance to nurture
regional leaders, the party did not announce its CM
candidate in Delhi. Not that it lacked local leaders in the
Capital. It identified those with pockets of influence so
that various communities could be wooed. Manoj Tiwari
focused on Brahmins, Parvesh Verma and Gahlot

year. India has over 35 hospitals accredited by the JCI

(Joint Commission International), which ensures

adherence to global norms.The government had

proposed a medical tourism initiative, ‘Heal in India’, in

2022 to be promoted in partnership with the private

sector. But it was a non-starter. It was proposed to have a

nodal agency, the Medical Value Travel Council, co-

chaired by the health and tourism ministries to

streamline the integration of all stakeholders. The

government has re-emphasised the scope of medical

tourism. It needs to ensure that steps are taken to tap the

huge potential of medical tourism by streamlining access
to patients and facilitating ancillary
support units.

The Budget proposals are likely to boost
pharmaceutical infrastructure by
providing impetus to MSME units.
The government has allocated Rs
2,445 crore to production-linked
incentive in the pharma sector. A
substantial sum of Rs 20,000 crore has
been earmarked for private sector-
driven research, development and
innovation. As was seen during the
Covid-19 pandemic, there is a need to
indigenise drug discovery and
production as well as the manufacture
of medical equipment. India needs to
go to the next level in medical
innovation with emphasis on
precision medicine, gene therapies
and newer biologics.

Other notable proposals are allocation
of funds for mental health and

emphasis on providing nutrition to children and pregnant

women. Allocation for medical research has been hiked
by 18.14 per cent. The proposal to have 100 per cent FDI
ininsurance is a welcome step.

However, increasing tax exemption for preventive health

check-ups, integrating outpatient diagnostics into
insurance packages and rationalising GST in healthcare
are among the measures needed.

The Budget proposals envisage a bigger role of the private

sector. More stress must be laid on primary care and
disease prevention and more discussions should be held
on education and skill development of healthcare
workers. The full potential of digital health records,

telemedicine and Al needs to be realised.

The provision of internet facility at primary health centres
can be leveraged to enhance digital health and
telemedicine services. However, the National Health
Mission gets only a 3.77 per cent raise.

Kejriwal’s desperation was palpable: he saw
demons everywhere, but ignored the dire
need to set his own house in order.
Interestingly, the BJP beat AAP at its own game
by offering freebies to women and other key
groups of voters. The 2024 Lok Sabha verdict
was a wake-up call for the ruling party. It
realised that voters simply could not be taken
for granted. The BJP shunned its one-size-
fits-all strategy and instead focused on a state-
specific agenda. It found an unlikely ally in
the Congress, a spent force in the Capital that
went hammer and tongs at Kejriwal.The
Delhi mandate has triggered an existential
crisis for AAP, which now only has Punjab in
its kitty. And the BJP, with its well-oiled
election-winning machine, will go all out to
reverse its fortunes in Punjab as well as West

Bengal, two states which have stubbornly resisted
Modi’s magic and the saffron surge.

reached out to Jats, Dushyant Gautam catered to Dalits
and so on. It was nearly impossible to crack this caste
construct that did away with the vexatious problem of
factionalism.Privately, the BJP never underestimated
Kejriwal’s potential to become a national leader. The
message from the Punjab victory was not lost on the
party. The Delhi triumph can boost the BJP’s prospects
of wresting Punjab from AAP with a regional ally in the
2027 elections.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi led the attack on

corruption-tainted AAP. The focus was on Kejriwal’s
‘Sheesh Mahal’, the CM’s official bungalow on whose
renovation crores of rupees were spent. Charges of
financial irregularities in civic works undertaken both
by the state government as well as AAP-controlled
municipal bodies further undermined Kejriwal’s
probity.The BJP also deftly appropriated Kejriwal’s
welfare programmes, equalling his announcements
measure for measure. The guarantees ran in tandem with
the BJP’s strategy to make its workers fan out into
resettlement colonies to ‘unmask’ Kejriwal.

The high-decibel campaign worked. In contrast,

Kejriwal’s tactic to own up Hindutva in his own way fell
flat. It proved that a leader’s success in purloining his
rival’s agenda and dressing it up as his own depends on
his credibility.Kejriwal’s dalliance with Hindutva had
another fallout. It angered and alienated Muslims, who
saw AAP as a perfect foil for the BJP. Kejriwal’s
indifference to the plight of Muslims in the 2020
communal riots and Atishi’s iterations against Rohingya
migrants fuelled Muslim anger against the party.

AAP’s rout could lead to more trouble for the INDIA bloc

and its constituents. Bihar goes to the polls later this year
and West Bengal in 2026. While the Congress’ alliance
with the Rashtriya Janata Dal is still intact in Bihar,
Bengal presents a not-so-happy picture, with the ruling
Trinamool Congress ploughing a lone furrow.
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Indian oil, gas cos in talks
with US for sourcing LNG

NEW DELHI. Indian companies such as GAIL,
Indian Oil Corporation (IOC), and Bharat
Petroleum Corporation (BPCL) are in active
discussions with US companies for sourcing
liquefied natural gas (LNG). Petroleum Secretary
Pankaj Jain, speaking to the media on Monday,
mentioned that Indian oil and gas companies
would consider buying stakes in US LNG projects
ifthe deals are attractive.

“Indian companies are looking at buying LNG from
around the world, particularly from the US,” said
Pankaj. India, the fourth-largest LNG importer in
the world, aims to increase the share of natural gas
in its energy mix to 15% by 2030, up from over 6%
at present. Currently, GAIL has term LNG
contracts for 5.8 million tonne of US LNG. The
bulk of India’s long-term LNG volumes come from
Qatar.

Petroleum minister Hardeep Singh Puri, speaking at
apress conference, said energy could feature in the
meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and US President Donald Trump. “I would be
surprised if sourcing of energy (by India from the
US) doesn’t feature in the talks (during PM Modi’s
upcoming US visit)... With President Trump
saying he wants to see global (energy) prices come
down... for countries like India, that is a very
positive development,” said Puri.After taking
charge last month, Trump lifted the Joe Biden
administration’s ban on export permits for new US
LNG projects, which could further solidify
Washington’s position as the world’s largest LNG
exporter. Currently, GAIL has term LNG contracts
totalling 5.8 million tonne of US LNG.

Stock Market Opens Lower
As Trump Announces Steep
Tariffs On Steel, Aluminium

Mumbai. The domestic benchmark indices opened
lower on Tuesday, as US President Donald Trump
formally announced plans to impose 25 per cent
tariffs on all steel and aluminium imports coming
into the United States "without exceptions or
exemptions”. At around 9.32 am, the Sensex was
down 172.29 points or 0.22 per cent at 77,138.51
and the Nifty was down 56 points or 0.24 per cent
at 23,324.80.The Indian Steel Association (ISA)
has expressed deep concern over the US decision
to impose tariffs on steel imports, urging the
Indian government to push for the removal of
long-standing anti-dumping and countervailing
duties and to secure exemptions from these
restrictive measures. The latest tariff is expected to
slash steel exports to the US by 85 per cent. These
tariffs could lead to a massive steel surplus that
will likely flood the Indian market, ISA warned.

Eicher Motors and Apollo Hospitals dropped the
most on the Nifty in reaction to their third-quarter
financial results.The Nifty Realty and Nifty Auto
declined the most on the NSE. Nifty Media and
Nifty Pharma were other notable declines in early
trade.According to experts, the stock market
move suggests a cautious sentiment, influenced
by global cues and the absence of strong domestic
triggers.Investors will closely monitor global
market trends, crude oil prices and institutional
flows for further direction, they added.

On the daily chart, Nifty has formed a bearish
candlestick, signalling negative sentiment. The
index faces key resistance at 23,460, and a
breakout above this level could drive further gains
towards 23,550 and 23,700.Institutional flows
remain a key factor in market sentiment. On
February 10, foreign institutional investors (FIIs)
sold equities worth Rs 2,463 crore, while
domestic institutional investors (DIIs) bought
equities worth Rs 1,515 crore.*“These transactions
will be closely monitored for their impact on
market direction. Overall, traders are advised to
exercise caution and wait for confirmation of
price action at key levels before initiating fresh
positions,” said Aakash Shah from Choice
Broking.

Valuation, US tariff concerns
weigh on mkt

NEW DELHI. Domestic stock market continues to reel
under pressure despite a repo rate cut by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) for the first time in 5 years and
optimism surrounding the Union Budget. Further, a
win by PM Narendra Modi’s BJP in the Delhi state
elections failed to lift sentiments.

Market experts feel concerns related to a possible tariff

hike by the US has overshadowed the positivities. The
street has also turned its focus on the valuation of the
Indian market after valuation expert Aswath
Damodaran in his latest blog wrote that the Indian
stock market is the most expensive globally, even

more than the US and China, and that no amount of

optimism about India’s growth story can justify its
steep valuations.
Falling for the fourth straight session, the local

benchmark indices — BSE Sensex and NSE Nifty —

shed about 0.70% each on Monday. At close, the
Sensex was down 548.39 points at 77,311.80, and the
Nifty was down 178.35 points at 23,381.60. So far in
2025, the two indices are down about 1.5% each and
from their 52-week high level, they are down 10-11%

each.A bigger pain is being felt in the smallcap and

midcap segments. On Monday, Nifty Midcap and
Smallcap indices shed more than 2% each and so far
in 2025 they are down 8% and 11%, respectively.
“The US tariff threats continued to impact the market
sentiment.Domestic yield is inching higher as
investors stay cautious on riskier assets and navigate
their investments to safe-haven assets like gold,” said
Vinod Nair, Head of Research, Geojit Financial
Services.Latest reports surfaced highlighting that
Trump may go for a 25% levy on steel and aluminium
imports. The fresh tariff worry comes at a time when
corporate earnings growth has slowed in recent
quarters due to a weak demand environment, margin
pressure, and a cautious near-term outlook.

Nageswaran stressed that developed

Infosys mass layoffs: Fired trainees denied
overnight stay on campus,

L ]

Infosys fired around 400

trainees, with reports of

forced same-day eviction and

denied overnight stay

requests, Ieuvinq many

scrambling for transport home.

s ——

New Delhi. IT giant Infosys is facing sharp

criticism after dismissing around 400
trainees at its Mysuru campus for
allegedly failing internal
evaluations.However, the company has
come under fire for forcibly evicting them
on the same day, even denying requests
for an overnight stay. A Moneycontrol
report detailed the ordeal of trainees let go
on February 7, highlighting the abrupt
nature of their removal.One of the

Digitisation does not

dismissed trainees, a woman from
Madhya Pradesh, tearfully pleaded with
officials, saying, “Please let me stay the
night. [ will leave tomorrow. Where will
I go right now?”Her plea fell on deaf
ears, as a colleague recalled the officials'
blunt response: “We don’t know. You
are no longer part of the company.
Vacate the premises by 6 pm.”The
terminations were part of a mass
layoff of around 400 trainees who
failed to clear internal assessments
after three attempts. Many, having
joined Infosys over two years after
graduation, were suddenly left
scrambling for transport home,
dreading the prospect of informing
their families about their abrupt
dismissal.According to Moneycontrol,
the dismissals took place in a highly
controlled environment, with batches of
about 50 trainees being summoned early
in the morning on February 7. They were
reportedly ushered into a room, guarded
by security personnel and bouncers, and
informed under strict confidentiality not
to discuss the situation with others.

left scrambling for shelter

The process, described by one of the

employee had told Moneycontrol.

dismissed trainees, involved the use of However, several former trainees hae raised
buses as shields to prevent attention from
Finacle (Infosys’ digital banking
platform) employees and several clients
from the US who were present on

campus.The company’s official statement
clarified that its rigorous hiring process
includes three assessment attempts for
trainees, and those who fail to meet the
criteria are let go, in line with company
policy. “This process has been in
existence for over two decades and
ensures a high quality of talent
availability for our clients,” an Infosys

concerns over the stricter eligibility
criteria introduced for the 2024 batch.
Allegedly, changes to the evaluation
system made assessments more
challenging, with trainers warning that
many trainees would struggle.As of
now, there are concerns that up to 4,500
trainees still in training may face a
similar fate if they do not meet the new
benchmarks.The evaluation system
itself has also undergone significant
changes.In the previous structure,
trainees were required to clear two
phases: generic and technology stream,
with an overall passing rate of 50
percent. But, the current system
imposes far stricter requirements,
including a minimum of 65 percent in
each area of evaluation.Additionally, the
syllabus has been greatly expanded,
leaving trainees with insufficient time to
complete the required coursework,
especially given the extended hours of
self-study required.those in lower-paying
positions.
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deregulation: CEA Nageswaran

MUMBALI. There is a "misperception”

among government departments that H
digitisation equates to deregulation,
Chief Economic Adviser (CEA) V
Anantha Nageswaran said on
Tuesday.Speaking at an event
organised by the alternative
investment industry’s lobby group
IVCA, Nageswaran emphasised
that removing unnecessary
regulations is essential, regardless
of whether compliance is required
online or offline."There is a
misperception that the moment a
government department puts
something on a digital platform,
they think it is deregulation. But
that is not deregulation; you just
made it online rather than offline,"
he said."Digitisation per se is not
deregulation," he added, pointing
out that the recent Economic Survey
had highlighted the need for
deregulation to boost GDP growth. D
economies have achieved their status
by addressing challenges faced by
small businesses, particularly
regulatory burdens that consume time
and resources. He underlined the
importance of streamlining
compliance processes to support

economic expansion.

e also noted that India must rely more
on its domestic economy for growth, as
globalisation is unlikely to deliver
benefits as it did in the past. "De-
globalisation is part of a cyclical trend

seen over a century," he said, adding
that a shift in global economic models
could emerge in the next decade.

iscussing inflation, the CEA said it is
likely to remain more persistent than in
the past due to diminishing efficiency
gains. However, if India can lower
inflation to 3-4 per cent from the 4-5 per
cent seen in recent years, it would help
stabilise the rupee."Over the long term,
we can see that the rupee has

depreciated at 3% per annum, which is
the differential between the inflation
rate in India and the US," he explained.

Addressing energy security, Nageswaran
said India cannot afford to compromise
on its energy needs while transitioning
to greener sources. "We should be
pragmatic and not make green
energy into a 'religion' as some
countries in Europe have done," he
remarked.

He also emphasised the critical role
of nuclear energy in the transition,
highlighting the recent budget
announcement allowing private
sector participation in the industry.

"A country needs resources to
achieve ambitious goals like
energy transition, and those
resources come only through
sustained economic growth, which
in turn depends on sufficient energy
availability," he said.

India has the potential to grow at 6.5-7
per cent annually over the long term,
making it one of the few major
economies capable of such expansion,
he noted. Additionally, the country’s
demographic advantage is expected to
last for the next 15-20 years, further
supporting its economic growth.

India, France stress on democratised
access to Al at Paris roundtable

NEW DELHI. India and France have

emphasised on the need for
democratised access to Artificial
Intelligence (Al) resources and
capacity building while recognising
the importance of the techno-legal
frameworks.Addressing a roundtable
session in Paris through
videoconferencing, principal
scientific advisor to the government
of India, Ajay Kumar Sood, said India
and France need to synergise on
various policy positions and
technological initiatives, fostering
benefits not only at the bilateral level
but also on a global scale by
leveraging complementary
knowledge and skill sets.The
roundtable was held on the Sciences

Po campus in Paris University on
Monday on the margins of the Al
Action Summit, which Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will co-chair
with French President Emmanuel
Macron on Tuesday.Sood said India's
priorities in global Al policy and
governance include responsible Al
development and deployment,
equitable benefit sharing, adoption of
a techno-legal framework for Al
governance, interoperable data flows,
and collaboration on Al safety,
research and innovation.The
roundtable was co-chaired by Amit A
Shukla, joint secretary, cyber
diplomacy division, Ministry of
External Affairs, and Henri Verdier,
Ambassador for digital affairs, French

Ministry for Europe and Foreign
Affairs.The participants highlighted
the significance of sovereign Al
models, ethical Al deployment and
the need to define globally accepted
terminologies and standards.The
roundtable also shared views on
multilingual LLMs, federated Al
compute infrastructure, and
interoperable access to Al research,
datasets, and high-performance
computing resources.The meeting
covered key discussions on
collaborations between India and
France and highlighted the
opportunities in creating indigenous
foundation models and adopting a
balanced governance approach to
minimise risks.

Why Eicher Motors
shares dropped 7%

despite record Royal
Enfield sales in Q3

NEW DELHI. Shares of Eicher Motors fell
nearly 7% in early trade on Tuesday despite
reporting positive figures in its Q3FY25 results.
The stock tumbled as much as 6.8% to hit an
intraday low of Rs 4,966.15 after brokerage firm
Goldman Sachs downgraded its target price.

Eicher Motors reported an 18% year-on-year (YoY)
rise in consolidated net profit to Rs 1,171 crore,
while the company's revenue from operations
rose 19% to Rs 4,973 crore. Its EBITDA
increased 10% YoY toRs 1,201 crore.

GOLDMAN SACHS CUTS TARGET PRICE

While Eicher Motors putup a good show in the third
quarter, the foreign brokerage cut its FY25-27
earnings per share (EPS) by 5.4%, citing higher
expenses. While Goldman Sachs did maintain its
'‘Buy' rating, it has lowered its target price on the
stock to Rs 5,900 from Rs 6,000., Goldman Sachs
cut its FY25-27 EPS estimates by 5.4%, citing
higher marketing expenses. The brokerage
maintained a ‘Buy’ rating but lowered the stock's
target price from Rs 6,000 to Rs 5,900.

It may be noted that Eicher Motors' commercial
vehicle arm, VE Commercial Vehicles (VECV),
recorded a 6% YoY rise in revenue to Rs 5,801
corer and its EBITDA climbed 16% to Rs 509
crore. Profit after tax surged 44% to Rs 301 crore.
VECYV recorded its highest-ever quarterly sales
volume at 21,012 units, outperforming the
industry despite a sluggish commercial vehicle
market.In addition, the company's flagship Royal
Enfield motorcycle also delivered its best-ever
quarter, selling 269,039 motorcycles—up 17%
YoY—driven by strong global demand. CEO B
Govindarajan credited strategic groundwork and
festive season sales for the record-breaking
performance."Our performance in the last quarter
is aresult of the groundwork we put in through the
year—preparing for key launches and optimising
operations to ensure we were ready to deliver at
this scale, especially during the festive season in
India," said Govindarajan, CEO of Royal Enfield.

Fund manager Naren’s take on SIP
sparks debate in MF industry

.. | believe that investors

who have started SIPs from

2023 in small and midcap,

they’re going to have a very

bad, very bad experience.

NEW DELHI. ICICI Pru AMC’s fund

manager S Naren’s take on systematic
investment plans (SIPs) has sparked a
debate in mutual fund industry.
Speaking at the IFA Galaxy 2025, an
event organised by a Chennai-based
mutual fund association, Naren advised
it is a “clear time to take out lock, stock,
and barrel from small- and mid-caps.”

...I believe that investors who have
started SIPs from 2023 in small and
midcap, they’re going to have a very
bad, very bad experience. Is this a time to
take out money from small and midcap?
We think it is a clear time to take out
lock, stock, and barrel from small and
midcap,” said Naren.He added that this
is the time to even stop small and midcap
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this category. She also said that it’s
essential to stay invested in SIPs for the
long term, ideally 10 years or more.

= Aashish P Sommaiyaa, CEO of
WhiteOak Capital, without taking
Naren’s name, wrote on social media,
“If the market goes up I am a star
manager. I[f market goes down you gave
me money at wrong time and started
your SIP at peak.” He said,“No
brownies for avoiding volatile asset
classes or smoothening the journey
proactively. But lot of brownies for
enabling risk taking, launching one
narrow sectoral NFO per month and
then taking a dump on distributors,

SIPs because they’re so overvalued. He
explained that SIP has to be done in
volatile and undervalued asset classes. If
youdo SIPs in overvalued asset classes —
like China three years ago, or Indian
equities in 1994 or 2007-2008 —you only
have yourselfto blame, he said.

Naren also highlighted that 2025 could be

the most dangerous year since the 2008-
2010 period when investors had lost a lot
of their money. He cautioned that the
momentum in small and mid-cap stocks
is starting to fade. Naren’s remarks come

at a time when the Indian equity market,

especially the midcap and smallcap
stocks, is going through a correction
phase after 4-year strong bull run. So far
in 2025 alone, Nifty midcap and
smallcap indices plummeted 10-11%
each.Radhika Gupta, CEO of Edelweiss
Mutual Fund said that one should not fall
for the fear-mongering 10-day debates.
On social media platform X, Gupta said
that everything including mid and small
is good in balance and even an average
flexi cap fund has a 30% allocation to

industry peers, issuer companies and
investors. Conduct with contradictions
and cognitive dissonance yet gaslight
the world.”*Momentum in small, mid-
cap starting to fade’S Naren cautioned
that the momentum in small and mid-cap
stocks is starting to fade. Naren’s
remarks come at a time when the Indian
equity market, especially the midcap and
smallcap stocks, is going through a
correction phase after 4-year strong bull
run.
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] THE PHETON NEWS
Court summons Andhra,

"12 Hours For 4 Hours Journey": Massive i i s
Traffic Jums In Prayagraj Amid Kumbh oo

NEW DELHI. The Supreme Court on Monday
raised concerns over Andhra Pradesh, Delhi and

IMajor highways connecting Prayagraj, Ayodhya, and Kashi are choked, with vehicles stranded for hours.
New Delhi. The roads leading to the Maha

Jammu & Kashmir's failure to comply with
Rule 170 of the Drugs and Cosmetics Rules,
which grants authorities power to act against
misleading advertisements of Ayurvedic

Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj are witnessing

unprecedented congestion as millions of

devotees continue to arrive for taking holy

dip at the Triveni Sangam.Despite the

medicines.
The court directed Andhra Pradesh, Delhi, and
Jammu and Kashmir to submit affidavits on
completion of three significant Amrit
Snans on auspicious days of Makar
Sankranti, Mauni Amavasya, and Basant

compliance with Rule 170. It noted that the
states had shown little implementation of the
Panchami, the influx of pilgrims shows no
signs of slowing down, leading to severe

rule.The court ordered the chief secretaries of
these three states to appear via video conference

travel delays.Major highways connecting

Prayagraj, Ayodhya, and Kashi are

at the next hearing on March 7 to explain the
choked, with vehicles stranded for hours.

lack of compliance. The court, however, did not

review compliance by Goa and Gujarat, as they
A devotee travelling from Ayodhya shared
his ordeal, saying, "Since last night, we

have submitted new affidavits.
The amicus curiae assisting the court referred to
have covered only 40 kilometres. We had
been stuck in fraffic since 7 PM, and we

the Supreme Court’s August 27, 2024, order,
which had stayed the effect of the Ministry’s
notification omitting Rule 170. The court had
had to sleep in our car. The public's
impatience is making things worse.”
Another pilgrim added, "There is a traffic

ruled that the provision would remain in
force. The amicus submitted that enforcement of
jam, and the public is facing difficulties.
Normally, this journey takes four hours,

also facing extreme difficulties. The
congestion has now extended to the
Rohtas-National Highway in Sasaram,
Bihar, where a 10-kilometre-long traffic
jam has forced travellers to spend both
day and night on the roadside. Authorities
are making efforts to manage the growing
crowd, but the sheer volume of devotees
continues to test the city's infrastracture.
Withmore religious gatherings expected,
traffic congestion is likely to remain a
major challenge in the coming
weeks. Travellers are advised to plan their
journeys accordingly and stay updated
with traffic advisories.Earlier in the day,
Prayagraj administration issued a
comprehensive traffic advisory in
preparation for the Magh Purnima Snan
oh February 12. This advisory aims to
ensure the smooth movement and safety
of devotees, addressing the significant
traffic issues faced by attendees.

but now it's taking nearly 12 hours."The
situation has severely impacted residents,
who are struggling with daily commutes

stating, "Commuting has become a
nightmare. Even basic sapplies like ration
and milk are unavailable."

and a shortage of essential supplies. A Meanwhile, Pilgrims travelling from

the tule by states would address the issue of
illegal advertisements of Ayurvedic medicines.
The court directed the states to file affidavits

within a month and scheduled the next hearing

Prayagraj local expressed concern, neighbouring states, including Bihar, are

"Saw People Crying": Saurabh
Bharadwaj Turns Emotional
After Delhi Poll Defeat

New Delhi. Outgoing Delhi Health Minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj was overcome with emotion as he addressed
his suppeorters in a choked voice, saying he has accepted
defeat in the Assembly polls "in the spirit of
sportsmanship”. At one point in his address, the AAP
leader turned away from the microphone to compose
himself. Struggling to hold back tears, he admitted that
seeing his supporters emotional had deeply affected
him.Mr Bharadwaj lost to BIP candidate Shikha Roy by
a margin of 3,188 votes. Roy secured 49,594 votes,

while Mr Bharadwaj got 46,406. Congress' Garvit
Singhvi finished a distant third with 6,711 votes.

The BJP registered a landslide victory in polls with 48
seats in the 70-member Delhi Assembly, while AAP --
which had won 62 assembly constituencies in 2020 and
67 in 2015 -- saw its tally plunge to 22. The Congress
drew a blank for the third consecutive time. A clip of Mr
Bharadwaj addressing his supporters has been widely
circulated on social media. In it, the visibly emotional
outgoing minister told his supporters that everyone
worked very hard, and "I am extremely proud of all of
you"."I was taking it in the spirit of sportsmanship, but
when | saw people crying, [ became emotional too,” he
added.February 8 marked a major shift in the Greater
Kailash constituency, where Mr Bharadwaj had secured
decisive victories in the 2015 and 2020 elections.In
2020, he won by a margin of 16,809 votes, polling
60,372 votes against the BJP's Shilkha Roy, who secured
43,563 votes.

'Helped Criminal Escape:
Raids In Delhi To Arrest AAP's
Amanatullah Khan

NEW DELHI. Delhi Police this moming conducted
multiple raids to arrest Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Amanatullah Khan, who has been accused of leading
an aftack on a police team in Jamia Nagar. The joint
operation by the teams of Jamia Nagar and South East
District police stations and Delhi Police's Crime
Branch was launched a day afier a case was filed
against Mr Khan, who last week defeated BJP's Manish
Chaudhary in the Okhla constituency in the recently
concluded Delhi Assembly polls.

According to the police, the three-time MLA helped

Shabaz Khan, an accused in an attempt to murder case,
escape from custody. The supporters of the AAP MLA
reportedly confronted the police team due to which
Shabaz fled from the spot.

Second Case Against Amanatullah Khan In A Week

Last week, a case was registered against Amanatullah
Khan for allegedly violating the Model Code of
Conduct (MCC) before the Delhi assembly
elections. The case against Mr Khan was filed after he
was seen campaigning with more than 100 supporters
in Zakir Nagar Tuesday night. The case was registered
under Section 223 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), which deals with the punishment for
disobeying orders given by public servants and Section
126 of The Representation of the People Act, 1951,
which prohibits public meetings during a period of 48
hours ending with hour fixed for conclusion of poll. Mr
Khan is among the Delhi MILAs with the highest
number of criminal cases.

] Kumbh returnees killed after their vehicle
collides with truck in Madhya Pradesh

NEW DELHI. At least seven |
people, who were returning from
the Maha Kumbh in Uttar
Pradesh's Pravagraj, were killed
after their tempo traveller collided

with a truck on a highway in Jfﬁ
Madhya Pradesh's Jabalpur district l: L,

on Tuesday. The aceident occurred
on NH-30 near Sihora and the
victims who died belonged fo
Andhra Pradesh. An investigation
is on to determine the cause of the
accident.The devotees were returning
after taking a holy dip at the Triveni
Sangam - the confluence of the rivers
Ganga, Yamuna and the mystical
Saraswati - at the Maha Kumbh.
Jabalpur's Collector and Superintendent
of Police (SP) reached the spot
following theaccident.
EARLIER ACCIDENTS

INVOLVING MAHA KUMBH
PILGRIMS

This is not the first instance of such
accidents involving Maha Kumbh
devotees.On Monday, a couple from
Agra died and four others were injured
when their car collided with a truck
while they were refuming from the
Maha Kumbh. According to Station
House Officer Rudra Pratap Singh, the

fruck was seized and the driver was
detained. A man from Odisha's
Rourkela died and six others were
injured when a car carrying them from
the Maha Kumbh to their home
collided with a bus in Uttar Pradesh's
Senbhadra on Monday, police said.

The Maha Kumbh, the world's largest
spiritual gathering, began on January
13. It will go en till February 26, the
day when Maha Shivaratri will be
observed.

According to Uttar Pradesh government
data, over 44 crore devotees have taken
a dip in the Triveni Sangam till
February 9.0n Menday, over 1.02 crore
people took a holy dip till 4 pm, which
included over 10 lakh Kalpwasis
(devotees who stay on the banks of
Ganga for a month) and 91.94 lakh
pilgrims.

Not just reel estate. Where Indian Metro is
adding 1000km to become world No. 2

While viral fights and dance videos on our Mefro trains stenl the spotlight, Indin's metro is silently rewriting the record hooks. India has

1,000 km of metro nelwork across 17 cities, and is adding another 1,000 km to it. This is where and how the country is adding metro lines to

overtake the US as the world's second-higgest Metro network.

New Delhi. Almost every other day,
Metro trains in India make headlines.
Sometimes due fo scuffles over seats,
and arguments over queue-cutting.
Videos of some of these incidents are
intense, while others are funny. Then
there are social experiments, musical
performances. More frequently these
days, content creators and reel-makers
have been turning Metro trains into
their shoot locations. These clips with
virality often steal the spotlight. But
beyond these everyday incidents, a
much larger Metro story is unfolding.
It's one of rapid expansion,
connectivity, and transformation of
India's cities.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
February 4 said it was amatter of pride
that Metro networks across India had
"crossed 1,000 kilometres”. While
emphasising the achievement in
Parliament, he also revealed that work
was underway to add another 1,000
kilometres.

The addition to the old Metro routes and
new networks would make India the

country with the second-longest Metro
network in the world. India's Metro
saga has been one of rapid expansions
n the last 10 years.

In 2014, the total Metro network spanned
just 248 kilometres. However,
following the Metro Rail Policy of
2017, it has now grown to 1,000
kilometres.

With ongoing expansions of 17 existing
Metro systems, several approved and
under-construction projects, and at
least 30 proposed Metro networks,
India is on track to add another 1,000
kilometres swiftly.

"In the past 10 years, Delhi's Mefro
network has doubled, and now Metro
networks are also reaching Tier 2 and
Tier 3 cities. We can alltake pridein the
fact that India's Metro network has
now crossed 1,000 kilometres.... Work
is also underway on an additional
1,000 kilometres," PM Modi said in the
Lok Sabha, during the Motion of
Thanks on the President's address.

METRO RAIL IN INDIA TOOK 4
DECADES TOREACH 1,000KM

The Metro rail in India that commenced
in Calcutta (now Kolkata} in 1984,
took four decades to reach the 1,000
kilometre mark. With 17 Mefro
systems across India, the country now
boasts the third-largest Metro network
in the world, trailing only China and
the USA. But the growth doesn't stop
there.

Expansion of existing networks is
already in progress -- Delhi Metro's
Phase V1 alone is set to add another 65
kilometres by 2026. This will take the
total length of the Delhi Metro beyond
450kilometres.

Unlike Delhi, whose Metro network is
now near saturation, other existing
metro systems in India, barring
Kolkata's, started in the last two
decades.

These Metro systems, like Agra (7 kmy),
Bangalore (76 km), Chennai (54 kmy},
Hyderabad (69 km), Jaipur (11 km),
Kanpur (8 km), Kochi (28 km), Nagpur
(38 km}, Lucknow (22 km), Mumbai
(59 km), and Pune (33 km}, are
expanding.

for March.Regarding the summons to chief
secretaries, the bench remarked that this was the
most effective method to ensure
compliance.“Our long experience sitting this
side is, this is the best way of ensuring
compliance of orders. The moment we get chief
secretaries, compliance is very smooth. It is a
sufficient signal for them that it is to be taken
seriously,” Justice Okasaid.

In January, the court had set deadlines for states to
demonstrate compliance. It had also stated that
if any state or union territory was found non-
compliant, contempt proceedings could be
initiated against the concerned officials under
the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971.

Women's panel seeks measures
against obscene content on

OTT, social media sites

NEW DELHI. The National Commission for
Women has raised concemns about obscene
content on streaming platforms and social media.
It has urged the government to take regulatory
action to address the issue.In a letter to the Union
Information and Breadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw, the commission’s chairperson, Vijaya
Rahatkar, called for immediate measures to curb
the spread of such material. The commission said
the content is widely accessible and affects

society, particularly women and children.

The panel cited violations of several laws,
including the Indecent Representation of Women
(Prohibition) Act, the Bhartiva Nyay Sanhita
(BNS), the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act, and the Information Technology
ActIt has asked the ministry to issue strict
guidelines preventing platforms from streaming
or allowing users to upload inappropriate
content. It also called for stronger content
moderation and enforcement measures.The
commission has requested that the ministry
mnform it of any action taken to ensure follow-up
on the matter.

Tirupati Laddoo Row: Report Cites How
Blacklisted Dairies Sealed Ghee Deal

Claims the ghee used to make Tirupati laddoo contained animal fat made headlines last year, reaching

the Supreme Court and sparking a religious and political row.

New Delhi. The four men arrested in the

Tirupati laddoo row - on charges the ghee
they supplied had animal fats - "hatched a
conspiracy” to sell from companies
blacklisted for supplying adulterated
products, the police have said in aremand
report that hasbeen accessed by .

In the 14-page report, Tirupati Police said

the investigation so far suggests these four
men conspired to set up proxy companies
and provided false documents, including
those testifying about food safety
standards and even the actual production
process, to illegally win tenders.The four
men are Pomil Jai and Vipin Jain,
Directors of Bhole Baba Dairy and
Vyshnavi Dairy; Apurva Chavda, CEO of
Vyshnavi Dairy; and R Rajasekaran,
Managing Director of AR Dairy. All four
have been arrested by the special CBI
team conducting this investigation.

Claims the ghee used to make the weorld-

famous Tirupati laddoo contained animal

fat made headlines last year, reaching the
Supreme Court and sparking a religious
and political row.The top court noted
"religion and politics cannot be allowed

to mix", but ordered the federal agencyto .
fully investigate, with help from Andhra & ¥

Pradesh Police and a senior official from
the central government-run Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India, these

allegations. The remand report submitted ¥

by that team this week outlines several
mnstances in which one or more of the four
dairies mentioned manipulated
documents and prices to win tenders.

One such example, the report said, was AR

Dairy claiming to be able to supply at least
six tonnes of cow milk fat per day from
dairies within 1,500 km of Tirupati, as
required by the tender.

However, the special team, or SIT, found

this claim to be false, and that AR Dairy
had "submitted false and fabricated
documents... in collusion and conspiracy
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with others" to alter butter, ghee, and milk
production figures for earlier years to
show they could meet future targets. The
SIT claimed, “... actual procurement of
cow milk fat handling per annum for AR
Dairy, as per FSSAI report 2022/23 was
945.6 metric tonnes, or MT, of butter and
56.80 MT of ghee... however FSSAI
report submitted with tender was altered
with a figure of.. 196.80 MT for
ghee...”The SIT also claimed quoted ghee
supply prices (per kg) in tenders were

manipulated, as were figures for
minimum procurement of milk per day;
for 2022/23 R Rajasekaran allegedly "
submitted false details... 2.52 lakh litres
per day even though their average milk
procurement was 1.45 lakh litres per day".
The tender required a minimum capacity
of two lakh litres per day.Other red flags
raised by the remand report were that the
ghee AR Dairy claimed to be supply was,
in fact, supplied from Vyshnavi Dairy via
Bhole Baba Dairy. "AR Dairy removed
the seals... affixed their seals (and)
prepared the documents as if the ghee was
manufactured (there)".

"It is submitted that Apurva Chavda (CEO

of Vyshnavi Dairy) approached
Rajasekaran (MD of AR Dairy) for
participating in the tender process...
assuring he will take care of supply of
ghee and Rs 2.75 to Rs 3 per kg
commission was offered to AR Dairy", the
remand report said.
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Nancy Mace accuses ex-
fiancé, associates of
assaulting her raping others
in House speech

CHAPIN.Nancy Mace of South Carolina on Monday
used a nearly hour-long speech on the US House
floor to accuse her ex-fiancé of physically abusing
her, recording sex acts with her and others without
their consent, and conspiring with business
associates in acts of rape and sexual misconduct.

Mace said she was speaking out because her home
state's top prosecutor didn't take action even after she
alerted investigators.That same prosecutor is likely
to be Mace's opponent if she runs for governor of
South Carolina in 2026, which she is
considering.Saying she was going scorched earth,
Mace detailed how, in November 2023, she says she
accidentally uncovered some of the most heinous
crimes against women imaginable.We're talking
about rape, non-consensual photos, non-consensual
videos of women and underage girls, and the
premeditated, calculated exploitation of women and
girls in my district. Mace mentioned four men as
being involved, including Charleston-area
businessman Patrick Bryant, who was her fiancé
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USjudges challenge Trump cuts a

WASHINGTON. The Trump administration
was on a collision course with the US
courts Monday, with federal judges
questioning the legality of the White

House's cost-cutting onslaught of

government and Vice President ] D Vance
warning the judiciary to back off.In his first
three weeks in office, President Donald
Trump has issued a flurry of executive
orders aimed at slashing federal spending,
appointing SpaceX and Tesla CEO Elon
Musk to lead efforts that critics widely
denounce as unconstitutional. Trump's
sweeping plans, which have effectively
shuttered some federal agencies and sent
staff home, have sparked legal battles
across the country. Multiple lawsuits seek
to halt what opponents characterize as an
illegal power grab.Musk's team has moved
aggressively through federal agencies,
freezing aid programs and pushing
workforce reductions through
controversial buyout offers and termination
threats.Democrats, unions and activists,
after initially struggling to respond, are
now pursuing legal action and their
numerous cases challenging Trump's plans
have drawn sharp criticism from the White
House.In a social media post Sunday,

Vance argued that judges lack
authority to "control the executive's
legitimate power," comparing
judicial intervention to a judge [
dictating military strategy to a [
general.

"Judicial tyranny is grossly
improper!" Musk said, echoing the
White House pushback.

Their comments followed a judge's
emergency order early Saturday
blocking Musk's government
reform team from accessing
millions of Americans' personal and
financial data stored at the Treasury
Department.Democratic attorneys general
from 19 states filed that case Friday against
the Republican president, the Treasury
Department and the man who leads it, Scott
Bessent.Separately, a federal judge in
Rhode Island on Monday said the Trump
administration had violated a previous
order lifting a sweeping federal funding
freeze."The broad categorical and
sweeping freeze of federal funds is, as the
Court found, likely unconstitutional and
has caused and continues to cause
irreparable harm to a vast portion of this
country," the order stated.It was the first

N

time since Trump took office and unfurled
his "shock and awe" reform campaign thata
federal judge accused his administration of
defying a court order.

Unprecedented

In Boston, another federal judge ruled
Monday that the government must extend
the deadline for a controversial federal
worker buyout offer that legal experts
consider vague and potentially illegal. The
plan, announced January 28 in an email to
federal employees titled "Fork in the road"
-- echoing Musk's 2022 message to Twitter
employees when he acquired and renamed
the platform X -- offered workers eight

s legal battles mount

months' pay in exchange for
resigning, or risk future
termination. While the US Office of
Personnel Management, now run
by Musk associates, extended the
original Thursday deadline to
Monday at 11:59 pm (Tuesday at
0459 GMT), Judge George O'Toole
ordered a further delay pending his
decision.Civil service unions had
filed for a preliminary injunction to
pause the offer until courts could
resolve the matter.
"This is an unprecedented action
taken on an unprecedented timeline
that is causing irreparable harm," attorney
Elena Goldstein told the federal judge,
according to WHDH-TV news.US media
reported that at least 65,000 federal
workers had accepted the so-called
deferred resignation program as of last
week."If people don't show up to work, we
have a right to fire them," Trump told
journalists at the White House Monday,
emphasizing his belief that federal
employees who were allowed to work from
home after the pandemic will not heed his
order to return to the office.Despite the
legal challenges.

until 2023 and went door-to-door stumping for her
during her 2022 reelection campaign.

The AP wasn't able to independently verify Mace's
claims.Speaking to AP, Bryant said, "I categorically
deny these allegations. I take this matter seriously
and will cooperate fully with any necessary legal
processes to clear my name."

Mace accused South Carolina Attorney General Alan
Wilson of slow-walking any investigation of Bryant
and the other men after she brought the photos and
video to state authorities.Did South Carolina's
attorney geeral have any of these predators indicted
after being provided clear cut-and-dry evidence
including video, photos and witnesses??Mace asked,
noting that her office had stood up a tip line for
anyone with information on the allegations.In a
statement after Mace's speech, Wilson's office called
her comments regarding the prosecutor's conduct
categorically false and said the office has not
received any reports or requests for assistance from
any law enforcement or prosecution agencies
regarding these matters.

Eggs Worth Rs 33,000 Stolen
From US Cafe Amid Soaring
Prices, Probe On

World Over 500 eggs worth Rs 33,000 have been
stolen from a cafe in the US amid soaring prices. The
theft occurred at Seattle's Luna Park Cafe last
Wednesday and the police said the robbers stole
approximately $780 (Rs 67,749) worth of food,
including blueberries, bacon, ground beef, and "liquid
egg products."

David Park, the general manager of the eatery, said that
they mostly serve egg-based dishes and were already
struggling to source them. The theft has made things
even more difficult, putting a serious strain on the
business."We couldn't order any eggs, so we had to
drive around to different markets to find them. But
even if you go to Costco or some grocery stores, it's
hard to get eggs, so it's been very difficult," Park said,
as per The NY Post.He said that the thieves didn't steal
alcohol, which is more expensive than eggs, but
specifically stole eggs, meat, and egg-related products
due to the price surge.

Park said that when he received news of the robbery, he
rushed to the cafe immediately and saw the suspects
taking food. When he tried to catch them, they fled the
scene.The Seattle Police Department is investigating
the case and has not yet identified or caught the
suspects.The robbery comes at a time when the US is
facing soaring egg prices. Last week, around 1 lakh
eggs worth Rs 34,84,329 were stolen from an organic
farm in south-central Pennsylvania's Franklin County.

"Egg prices are going up because of the avian flu, which
has killed nearly 136 million birds since 2022. The flu
is driving people to buy more eggs than they usually
do because they're anticipating higher prices and
reduced grocery store supply," Emory University
Associate Marketing Professor Saloni Vastan said.

Mark Zuckerberg Discusses
Legal Challenges In
Pakistan Over Blasphemous
Content Lawsuit

World Mark Zuckerberg, CEO of Meta, recently
discussed a legal battle in Pakistan, where he was sued
over content deemed blasphemous on Facebook,
highlighting the challenges posed by differing legal
frameworks around the world.

In an interview with Joe Rogan, Zuckerberg explained
how such laws, which conflict with free expression
values upheld by American tech companies, add
pressure on global platforms to regulate content more
strictly."There are laws in different countries that we
disagree with. For example, there was a point at which
someone was trying to get me sentenced to death in
Pakistan because someone on Facebook had a picture
where they had a drawing of Prophet Mohammed, and
someone said, 'That's blasphemy in our culture.' They
sued me and opened this criminal proceeding. I don't
know exactly where it went because I'm just not
planning to go to Pakistan, so I was not that worried
about it," Zuckerberg said during an interview with

Six US Congressmen write to new Attorney General
against Adani's indictment in bribery case

WASHINGTON. As many as six US
Congressmen have written to the
newly appointed Attorney General of
the United States against
"questionable" decisions made by the
US Department of Justice (DoJ) such
as the indictment against the Adani
Group in an alleged bribery scam,
which "jeopardises the relationship
with close ally India."

Lance Gooden, Pat Fallon, Mike
Haridopolos, Brandon Gill, William R
Timmmons and Brian Babin on
February 10 wrote to Pamela Bedi,
Attorney General of the US drawing
"attention to some questionable
decisions made by the DOJ under the
Biden administration."The billionaire
industrialist has been charged by US
prosecutors for allegedly being part of
a scheme to pay over USD 250 million
(about Rs 2,100 crore) bribe to Indian
officials in exchange of favourable
terms for solar power contracts. This
was concealed from the US banks and
investors from whom the Adani group
raised billions of dollars for the project,
the prosecutors have alleged.

US law allows pursuing foreign

corruption allegations if they involve
certain links to American investors or
markets.The Adani group, however,
has denied the charges."Some of these

partnership and continuous dialogue
between friends, however, was put at
risk due to some unwise decisions by
the Biden administration," they said.

"One such decision involves a
questionable pursuit of a case against
the Adani group, an Indian company
whose executives are situated in India.
" This case rests on the allegation that
preparations were made by members
of this company in India to bribe Indian
officials, also exclusively located in
India," they wrote."Instead of
deferring the case to the appropriate
Indian authorities, the Biden DOJ
decided to push forward and indict the
company's executives without any real
injury to US interests being present,"
the letter read.

The Congressmen said there was no
compelling reason to pursue a case in a
manner that could complicate relations
with an ally like India unless some
external factors were at play."This
misguided crusade came at the risk of
harming our relationship with a
strategic geopolitical partner like India
immediately preceding President
Trump's return to the Oval Office.

Labour unions sue to block DOGE access to
sensitive information at US agencies

WASHINGTON. A coalition of labour
unions filed a lawsuit Monday asking a
federal court to stop Elon Musk’s team
from accessing private data at the
Education Department, the Treasury
Department and the Office of Personnel
Management.The suit, led by the
American Federation of Teachers,
alleges the Trump administration
violated federal privacy laws when it
gave Musk’s Department of
Government Efficiency access to
systems with personal information on
tens of millions of Americans without
their consent. It was filed in federal
court in Maryland.It’s the latest in a
flurry of legal challenges to Musk’s
growing influence over federal
agencies he has promised to slash or
dismantle. A federal judge in New York
blocked Musk’s team from a Treasury
Department system on Saturday after
19 Democratic attorneys general sued
over privacy concerns.Also Monday,
DOGE cut about $900 million in
Education Department contracts after
concluding they were a waste of

decisions involved selectively
pursuing and abandoning cases, often
acting against America's interests at
home and abroad, jeopardizing
relationships with close allies like
India," the Congressmen said in the
joint letter.India, they said, has been an
important ally of the United States for
decades. This relationship has
flourished beyond politics, trade, and
economics by evolving into a
continuous socio-cultural exchange
between the world's two largest
democracies."This historical

taxpayer money, a department
spokesperson said. The cuts spanned 90
contracts at the Institute of Education
Sciences, a research branch of the
federal agency. The department did not
immediately release additional
details.The cuts will not affect core
operations at IES, including the NAEP
exam, known as the nation’s report
card, and the College Scorecard, which
provides data about the cost and
outcomes of U.S. universities, the
department said.

The AFT suit warns of safety risks to
personal data that has been shared with
Musk’s team, including an Education
Department system housing
information on more than 40 million
Americans with federal student loans.
The database includes Social Security
numbers, driver’s license numbers,
home addresses and more.“The
Department is effectively one of
America’s biggest banks — if there was
abreach of this magnitude in the private
sector, it would rightly be a national
scandal,” said Randi Weingarten,

Trump will host Jordan's King Abdullah 11 as he
escalates pressure on his Gaza resettlement plan

president of the AFT.

The lawsuit accuses the Trump
administration of handing over
sensitive data for reasons beyond its
intended use, allegedly violating the
Privacy Act. Instead of carrying out the
functions of the federal student loan
program, the lawsuit says DOGE has
been accessing loan data “for purposes
of destroying” the Education
Department.President Donald Trump
has vowed to close the Education
Department and turn over its authority
to states and schools. Musk on his
social media site X said Friday that the
department “doesn’t exist,” responding
to Democrats in Congress who
attempted to visit the agency's
headquarters but were turned away by
security. The suit asks a federal court to
stop Musk’s team from accessing that
data along with Treasury systems and
an OPM database with sensitive
information on all 2.3 million federal
employees. It also seeks the destruction
of any records that were already
disclosed.

acclaimed podcaster Joe Rogan.He acknowledged that
the situation was unsettling, particularly in terms of
personal safety. "But it was a little bit disconcerting - [
was like, alright, these guys are like - it's not great (if
you're) flying over that region, you don't want your
plane to go down above Pakistan, if that thing goes
through. That one was sort of avoidable."

More broadly, Zuckerberg highlighted the increasing
pressure on tech companies from governments that
seek stricter content regulation. "The point is, there are
places around the world that just have different values
that go against our free expression values and want us
to crack down and ban way more stuff than I think a lot
of people would believe would be the right thing to do.
To have those governments be able to exert the power
of saying they're going to throw you in prison - that's a
lot of force. I think this is one of the things that the US
government is probably going to need to help defend
the American tech companies for abroad."Earlier, on
January 7, Zuckerberg announced Meta's decision to
replace its fact-checking systems on Facebook and
Instagram with a "community notes" model, similar to
the approach taken by Elon Musk's X. He justified the
change by stating that Meta's fact-checking had
resulted in "too many mistakes and too much
censorship" and was "too politically biased.

Indian Nelore Breed Cow Breaks
World Record, Sells For Rs 40
Crore

World An Indian-origin cow, sold for Rs 40 crore at an
auction in Minas Gerais, Brazil, has set the Guinness
World Record for being the most expensive cattle.
Viatina-19 reportedly weighs around 1,101 kg, twice
the average weight of other cows of the same Nelore
breed.The 53-month-old stands out for her gorgeous
white fur, loose skin, and a noticeable hump on her

shoulders.In addition to setting a world record,
Viatina-19 won Miss South America at the
"Champion of the World" competition in Fort Worth,
Texas. It's a Miss Universe-style cattle contest pitting
bulls and cows from various nations against one
another. Her exceptional muscle structure and rare
genetic lineage contributed to her victory.

The Nelore breed is well known for its ability to adapt to
tropical climates and disease resistance. Due to this,
Viatina-19's embryos are in high demand globally for
breeding programs.

Lorrany Martins, a veterinarian, said that Viatina-19
was the closest to perfection attained so far. "She's a
complete cow and has all the characteristics that
proprietors are looking for," Martins
added.According to Oklahoma State University data,
Brazil is now the world's largest breeder of Nelore
cattle, and the breed has been exported to Argentina,
Paraguay, Venezuela, Central America, Mexico, the
United States, and numerous other nations.

At least 80 per cent of cows in Brazil are Zebu cattle, a
subspecies that originated in India and is
distinguished by its hump and dewlap.

WASHINGTON. President Donald Trump
will host Jordan's King Abdullah II at the
White House on Tuesday as he escalates
pressure on the Arab nation to take in
refugees from Gaza — perhaps
permanently — as part of his audacious
plan to remake the Middle East.The visit is
happening at a perilous moment for the
ongoing ceasefire in Gaza as Hamas,
accusing Israel of violating the truce, has
said it is pausing future releases of hostages
and as Trump has called for Israel to resume
fighting if all those remaining in captivity
are not freed by this weekend. Trump has
proposed the US take control of Gaza and
turn it into "the Riviera of the Middle East,"
with Palestinians in the war-torn territory
pushed into neighboring nations with no
right of return.He suggested on Monday
that, if necessary, he would withhold U.S.
funding from Jordan and Egypt, longtime
U.S. allies and among the top recipients of
its foreign aid, as a means of persuading
them to accept additional Palestinians from

Gaza."Yeah, maybe. Sure, why not?"
Trump told reporters. "If they don't, I
would conceivably withhold aid, yes."

Jordan is home to more than 2 million
Palestinians and, along with other Arab
states, has flatly rejected Trump's plan to
relocate civilians from Gaza.

Jordan's foreign minister, Ayman Safadi,
said last week that his country's opposition
to Trump's idea was "firm and
unwavering."In addition to concerns about
jeopardizing the long-held goals of a two-
state solution to the Israel-Palestinian
conflict, Egypt and Jordan have privately
raised security concerns about welcoming
large numbers of additional refugees into
their countries even temporarily.

When asked how he'd persuade Abdullah to
take in Palestinians, Trump told reporters,
"I do think he'll take, and I think other
countries will take also. They have good
hearts."The king is also meeting with top
Trump administration officials during his
visit, including Secretary of State Marco

Rubio, national security adviser Mike

for resettling Palestinians from Gaza
and taking ownership of the territory for
the U.S. during a press conference last
week with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu. Trump initially
didn't rule out deploying U.S. troops to
help secure Gaza but at the same time
insisted no U.S. funds would go to pay
for the reconstruction of the territory,
raising fundamental questions about the
nature of his plan.After Trump's initial
comments, Rubio and White House
press secretary Karoline Leavitt insisted
that Trump only wanted Palestinians
relocated from Gaza "temporarily" and
sought an "interim" period to allow for
debris removal, the disposal of
unexploded ordnance and
reconstruction.

Waltz, Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff But asked in an interview with Fox News'

and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth. He is
the third foreign leader to hold an in-person
meeting with Tump since his Jan. 20
inauguration. Trump announced his ideas

Bret Baier that aired Monday if
Palestinians in Gaza would have a right to
return to the territory under his plan, he
replied, "No, they wouldn't."
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TNTA has high hopes
for tennis in the city

There is something about the Chennai Open
ATP Challenger tournament. Even though it
is a Challenger 100 competition, there is a
certain degree of competition and there is
some romance around the one of most loved
sports in the city. Right from the Krishnans
(senior and junior), the Amritraj brothers,
Leander Paes, Somdev Devvarman, the city
has a different kind of aura when it comes to
the sport. Like always, tennis brings joy. It is
a platform to launch one’s career as well.
This year is special, too. The Tamil Nadu
Tennis Association (TNTA) is celebrating its
centenary year.In the last ATP Challenger
here, Sumit Nagal, India’s top player, won
the event and went on to crack into the top
hundred in world ranking, eventually
reaching a career-high ranking of 68 later in
the year.TNTA, once again, hosted the
Chennai Open with the professionalism they
are known for. But they are yearning for
bigger events as well. A top TNTA official
said its chief Vijay Amritraj is working with
the Tamil Nadu government to bring the ATP
250 event back to the city.

One of the positives this season was the run of
Indian duo Ramkumar Ramanathan and

i

Saketh Myneni. They finished runners-up in
the doubles after losing to Japan’s Shintaro
Mochizuki and Kaito Uesugi. Players from
14 countries participated. With a sprinkling
of young talent, the draw was pretty tough.
The top seed was Billy Harris of Great
Britain, who ranked 127 in the world and is
now among the top 8 in Great Britain. He
was followed at No 2 by Lloyd Harris of the
Republic of South Africa ranked 135. The
others were Duje Ajdukovic (CRO-138),
Shintaro Mochizuki (JPN-169), Sho
Shimabukuro (JPN-191), Timofey Skatov
(KAZ-194), Alexis Galarneau (CAN-198),
Khumoyun Sultanov (UZB -216), and Aslan
Karatsev (222). Frenchman Kyrian Jacquet
put his experience to good use — to beat
Sweden’s Elias Ymer and bag the singles
title.“The tournament went about smoothly
manner and all the players from the world
were happy. Since the Tamil Nadu Tennis
Association has been organising the Davis
Cup and the ATP events for several decades
now, we have the experience to conduct
professionally,” said Hiten Joshi, CEO of
TNTA.So this year, too, tennis aficionados
were expecting an Indian would win the
singles event. “We would have been happy
had an Indian won.

Constant spotlight on
Virat Kohli is quite
unnecessary: Arjuna

Ranatunga

New Delhi. Former Sri Lanka captain and
World Cup winner Arjuna Ranatunga feels
that the spotlight constantly being on Virat
Kohli is quite unnecessary and the star batter
should be given the freedom to make a
decision about his future. Kohli hasn't had
the best of times with the bat in the past few
months as the failure in the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy put his position in the team under
scrutiny.Kohli made a return to the domestic
circuit with Delhi in the Ranji Trophy, but he
only scored 6 runs in his comeback. The poor
run of form continued in the ODI series

against England as the star batter was
dismissed for just 5 runs in the Cuttack ODI
after missing the match in Nagpur due to an
injury. Speaking to the Telegraph, Ranatunga
said that the call on Kohli's future should be
left in the hands of the player and the star
batter should make his own path.

“For a player like Kohli who has scored so
much of runs, I feel it’s best if that’s left to
him. It’s a call that Kohli needs to take, so let
him take it. Why always have the spotlight on
him? It’s quite unnecessary [ feel. It’s his
decision, so let him take that,” said
Ranatunga.

'Kohli needs to speak to legends'

Ranatunga also advised Kohli to talk to
legends like Sunil Gavaskar, Dilip
Vengsarkar or Rahul Dravid to help him
arrest his poor run of form. The former Sri
Lankan skipper feels that the legends can
help the star batter in his bid to get back to
form.““T think what Kohli needs to do is speak
to people like Sunil Gavaskar, Dilip
Vengsarkar or a Rahul Dravid. That’s what
he can do. They can certainly help him out,”
said Ranatunga.Speaking about Kohli and
Rohit Sharma regaining their form,
Ranatunga felt it was just a matter of one
good innings.

Varun in, Bumrah out Will India make
changes in final Champions Trophy squad

The deadline day for finalising
squad for the Champions
Trophy is here. With the 1CC set
to lock-in squads on February
11, Tuesday, will India make

changes to its preliminary side
e— e

New Delhi. I The deadline to finalise the
Champions Trophy squad has arrived. The 8
teams selected for the tournament must hand
in their final 15-member squad for the ICC
tournament set to begin on 19 February. The
Indian team, one of the favourites to lift the
trophy, is currently in a fix, given the
condition of their premier fast bowler,
Jasprit Bumrah.The Indian speedster has not
played a single match since pulling out
midway through the final Test match of the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy in January.
Bumrah, out of action due to a back injury,
was expected to make his return in the ODI
series vs. England, but no one, not even the
members of the Indian team, has been able to
provide any update regarding

him.According to reports, the Indian team is

turn out to be quite handy for India.

expected to take a call on Bumrah on India already has Mohammad Shami and

Tuesday, 11 February, and in case the
pacer is not able to make it to the
tournament, a couple of changes will be
on the cards.

India's Preliminary Squad for Champions
Trophy 2025Rohit Sharma (captain),
Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli, Shreyas
Iyer, KL Rahul (wicketkeeper), Hardik
Pandya, Axar Patel, Washington
Sundar, Kuldeep Yadav, Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohammad Shami, Arshdeep
Singh, Yashasvi Jaiswal, Rishabh Pant,
Ravindra Jadeja.

India's Latest Debutants

Knowing well that Bumrah might be touch
and go for the Champions Trophy, India
handed debuts to two full-time bowlers in
their ongoing ODI series against England.
Harshit Rana, potentially a direct
replacement for Jasprit Bumrah, has played
both matches so far and has impressed in the
middle overs.The other debut has come in
the form of Varun Chakravarthy, the mystery
spinner, who absolutely ran through
England in the T20I series ahead of the ODI
leg of the tour. Rana can turn out to be a
decent replacement for Bumrah. The Delhi
speedster has shown that he has that fast

Arshdeep Singh in the squad — two of India's
most astute new-ball bowlers. The side also
has Hardik Pandya for support, who has
bowled with the new ball in the recently
concluded T20I series.

Toss-up Between Washi & Kuldeep?
Selected for the ODI series vs. England and

the Champions Trophy, Washington Sundar
did not play the first two matches of the
series. Sundar, who had cemented his place
in the T20I side under Gambhir, remained on
the bench as Axar Patel was favoured over
the Tamil Nadu player.

bowler's aggression in him, which could On the other hand, there was less trust shown

Ranji Trophy quarters: Ajinkya Rahane hits
hundred to celebrate special 200 in style

«Ranji Trophy 2024-25: Ajinkya
Rahane celebrated his 200th first-
class appearance by hitting a

match-defining hundred against
Haryana in the quarter-final at
Eden Gardens in Kolkata.

New Delhi. Ajinkya Rahane led Mumbai

from the front with the bat in their Ranji
Trophy quarter-final against Haryana in
Kolkata, scoring a second-innings
century on Tuesday, February 11.
Rahane, who was unbeaten on 88
overnight, reached his 29th first-class
century during the morning session.

It was Rahane's 200th first-class match,

and the seasoned batter marked the
milestone in style, all but guaranteeing
Mumbeai's progress to the semi-final. The
defending champions extended their lead
beyond 300 runs before Rahane was
dismissed for 108 by Anuj Thakarai.

Rahane now has a total of 41 first-class
centuries, including 12 in Test cricket.
The right-handed batter is also closing
in on 14,000 runs in the red-ball
format.Rahane struck 13 boundaries
during his 180-ball 108, which was his

first century of the ongoing Ranji Trophy
season. The Mumbai captain forged a
129-run partnership with India's T20I
captain Suryakumar Yadav on Monday
before the latter fell for 70.All-rounder
Shivam Dube contributed 48 as
Mumbai's top and middle order stepped
up after a poor first innings. Rahane's 31
had been the lone bright spot in the top
order as Mumbai relied on Shams Mulani
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(91) and Tanush Kotian (97) to recover
from 113 for 7 and post a total of 315.

With the ball, Mumbai fought back

strongly. Shardul Thakur picked up six
wickets to trigger a Haryana collapse,
reducing them from 257 for 4 to 301 all
out, conceding a crucial 14-run
first-innings lead.
RAHANE IN FINE FORM
-4 Rahane has scored 437 runs in 12
= innings in the 2024-25 Ranji
Trophy season, including a
century and two fifties. The star
batter, who has not played Test
cricket for India since July 2023,
has remained consistent in
domestic cricket. Earlier this
season, he made an impression in
the Syed Mushtaq Ali T20 tournament,
amassing 469 runs in nine matches at an
average of 58.62 and a strike rate of
164.56—setting the stage for the Indian
Premier League 2025 season.Rahane,
who represented Chennai Super Kings in
the 2023 and 2024 seasons, will return to
Kolkata Knight Riders for the 2025
season, which is set to commence on 21
March.
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SL vs AUS ODIs: Vandersay in, Wickramasinghe
out as Sri Lanka name strong squad

Sri Lanka have brought back
Jeffrey Vandersay and decided to
leave out Chamindu
Wickramasinghe as they named
a strong squad for the upcoming
ODI series against Australia,
starting on February 12.

New Delhi. The series follows Sri
Lanka's 0-2 loss to Australia in the Test
series. The Aussies come into the ODIs with
many of their main names being ruled out of
the 2-match series and the Champions
Trophy. Captain Pat Cummins, Josh
Hazlewood and Mitchell Marsh are all out of
the upcoming matches with injuries. All-

rounder Marcus Stoinis also announced his
retirement from the ODI format as well.
Multiple additions are expected to be made
to the squad.The series between Sri Lanka
and Australia will be played on February 12
and 14 and the matches will take place in
Colombo.Sri Lanka squad for Australia
ODIs:Charith Asalanka (C), Pathum

Nissanka, Avishka Fernando, Kusal
Mendis, Kamindu Mendis, Janith
Liyanage, Nishan Madushka,
Nuwanidu Fernando, Wanindu
Hasaranga, Maheesh Theekshana,
Dunith Wellalage, Jeffrey Vandersay,
Asitha Fernando, Lahiru Kumara,
Mohamed Shiraz, Eshan MalingaThe
series follows Sri Lanka's 0-2 loss to
Australia in the Test series. The Aussies
come into the ODIs with many of their
main names being ruled out of the 2-
match series and the Champions
Trophy. Captain Pat Cummins, Josh
Hazlewood and Mitchell Marsh are all
out of the upcoming matches with injuries.
All-rounder Marcus Stoinis also announced
his retirement from the ODI format as well.
Multiple additions are expected to be made
to the squad.The series between Sri Lanka
and Australia will be played on February 12
and 14 and.

in Kuldeep Yadav as well, who did not set

the stage on fire in the 1st ODI vs. England.
Kuldeep was dropped for the next
game, and Varun Chakravarthy was
handed a debut.

If India are to include Varun as the X-
Factor, they will have to let go of
either Kuldeep or Sundar from the
side.Given that India has the
assurance of Axar Patel and Ravindra
Jadeja in the spin-bowling
allrounders' role, it is unlikely that
Sundar will get the final nod for the
Champions Trophy. Kuldeep, on the
other hand, is likely to find a place in
the final 15, given he is the only
(orthodox) wrist spinner in the side.It

needs to be mentioned that there are

provisions to make changes after 11

February as well, but for that, teams have to

get the permission of the International

Cricket Council (ICC). India is expected to

take travelling reserves with them and might

carry the likes of Bumrah and Washington in
that extended squad.

National selector Ajit Agarkar had mentioned

in January that Bumrah might be fit to play
ODIs after the first couple of matches in the
Champions Trophy. If India carries Bumrah
in the extended squad, the team has the
option to shoe him into the team.

Vidarbha in driver's seat

against Tamil Nadu

CHENNAI: Riding on Aditya Thakare's

penetrative bowling (5/34), Vidarbha bagged
a handsome first innings lead of 128 runs
over Tamil Nadu on the third day of their
Ranji Trophy quarterfinals being played at
Nagpur on Monday. Apart from Thakare,
Yash Thakur and Nachiket Bhute bowled
lively spells in turns to trouble the Tamil
Nadu batters. They bowled in the right areas
and extracted good bounce to induce the
Tamil Nadu batters to commit mistakes.

Later, an unbeaten 55 by Yash Rathod came in

handy for the hosts as they were able to
recover from a top order collapse to post 169
for 5 in 69 overs in their second essay. Harsh
Dubey lent solid support to Rathod and was
batting on 29, when bails were drawn. Their
effort has put Vidarbha in a commanding
position with an overall lead 0f297 runs.

Earlier in the morning, Tamil Nadu's hopes

relied on the last recognised pair of Pradosh
Ranjan Paul and Sai Kishore to stitch a
partnership and reduce the deficit. But Sai
Kishore fell to Thakur and soon M
Mohammed also departed. Pradosh then
managed to hang around with Sonu Yadav

(32) and helped Tami Nadu breach the 200-
run mark."It was a brilliant display by our
attack. They were spot on and knew what
lengths to bowl. Aditya used the surface to
his advantage. He bowled in the right areas
and could get good movement," Dubey told
this daily after the day's play.

"We knew that Pradosh was the last batter for

Tamil Nadu. So we were aware that the
sooner we get him out bigger will be our lead.
Yes, at the end of the day we have a fairly
good lead," added the left-arm spinner.One
expected Vidarbha to bat better in the second
essay and perhaps even bat out the
opposition. But that was not to be as Sai
Kishore led from the front and with an
aggressive approach troubled Vidarbha's top
order. He was aided in the cause by Sonu
Yadav and Vijay Shankar who were accurate.

Champions Trophy: Saim Ayub-less Pakistan
face stiff challenge to end barren run

Champions Trophy 2025 Preview:
Pakistan have done well recently
under Mohammad Rizwan's captaincy,
but having not won an ICC title since
2017, they will be under pressure to
put up a good show in front of their
home crowd.

New Delhi. Pakistan will be one of the teams

to watch out for when the Champions Trophy
gets underway on February 19. Mohammad
Rizwan has been impressive as their ODI
captain after taking charge back in October
2024, but playing in the upcoming event
would come with its challenges and
expectations, since Pakistan are the
defending champions.Babar Azam, Fakhar
Zaman and Faheem Ashraf are the members
of the 2017 squad who will also take part in
the upcoming edition. Rizwan’s men will

start their campaign in the Champions
Trophy against New Zealand on Wednesday,
February 19 at the Gaddafi Stadium in
Lahore.But before the tournament, Pakistan
have certain areas to focus on after injury
concerns to two of their key players. Having
not won an ICC trophy since 2017, pressure
will be on the hosts to deliver.

Saim Ayub major missing

Saim Ayub was in the form of his life and also
featured in the ICC ODI Team of the Year.
Having scored multiple hundreds on the tour
of South Africa, the left-handed batter
looked in ominous form. But an ankle injury

against the Proteas ended his dreams of

representing Pakistan in the Champions
Trophy. Ayub had to be taken off on a
stretcher after he sustained the injury while
trying to chase the ball down during the
second Test.With Ayub not there, Babar
Azam is most likely to open the batting
alongside Fakhar Zaman, who also made his
comeback recently. Pakistan also have
Usman Khan and Tayyab Tahir, who have
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both played as openers in the past at various
levels. There is no Abdullah Shafique either
after he bagged a hat-trick of ducks in the
ODI series on South African soil.

Haris Rauf 100 per cent?

Pakistan have a bunch of lethal pacers,
including Shaheen Shah Afridi, Naseem
Shah, Haris Rauf and Mohammad Hasnain.
But amongst them, the 31-year-old Rauf has
had issues with injuries. He played in the first
match of the tri-nation series against New

Zealand, but has been ruled out of
Wednesday’s clash against South Africa at
the National Stadium in Karachi.Rauf
sustained a muscular sprain in the lower
chest wall region in the match against the
Black Caps. Thereafter, the PCB took a
precautionary measure of leaving Rauf out
for the game against the Proteas. But his
injury isn’t serious, and the speedster is
expected to gain full fitness before the
Champions Trophy.
Faheem, Khushdil worth selection?
Faheem Ashrafand Khushdil Shah’s selection
for the Champions Trophy raised eyebrows.
But skipper Mohammad Rizwan recently
said that Faheem and Khushdil made their
comebacks purely on the basis of
performance. Khushdil returned to playing
for Pakistan in the tri-nation series, while
Faheem hasn’t donned the national colours
since December 2023.“If we talk about
Faheem Ashraf, if you look at his
performance over the last two years in List A
cricket, his average is 46.
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Ananya
Panday/

Is Missing Her 'Little Koala' Nephew
River, Mom Alanna Panday Reacts

ﬁ nanya Panday’s cousin, social media influencer Alanna Panday,

welcomed her first child, River, with husband Ivor McCray in July 2024.

Since then, the Call Me Bae actress has fully embraced her role as a masi,
cherishing every moment with her little munchkin. However, today feels
different as she dearly misses her “little koala," who is currently vacationing in
Alaska with his parents.The 26-year-old posted a series of pictures with baby
River on her Instagram account, which perfectly captured their adorable bond.
In the first image, Ananya held her nephew in one arm and hilariously tried to
mimic his exact facial expression. The next slide showed the §-month-old
sleeping peacefully on his doting aunt’s lap. The most endearing moment,
however, was a clip in which baby River could be seen falling
asleep as Ananya held him close to her
heart.

In another picture, Ananya,
dressed in a striking blue
hoodie, was seen cradling her
baby nephew carefully in her \

arms while the little one gazed at
the camera. Two other images
showcased River sleeping
peacefully with his maasi just
beside him. The caption of the
post read: “Missing my little koala
baby nephew River." It also
featured a crying face and a red
heart emoji. She posted the pictures
with Audrey Hepburn’s song Moon
River.

Ananya’s endearing post received
many sweet reactions from her Insta
family as well as the Panday family.
River’s mother, Alanna commented,
“The video of him falling asleep on your lap." On the
other hand, Ananya’s aunt Deanne Panday wrote, “Awwwwwww, |
miss him too a lot." Meanwhile, the actress’ mother, Bhavana
Pandey, reacted to the pictures, saying, “Tooooo cute."

Speaking of Ananya’s work front, the actress who made her debut in
2019 with Karan Johar’s Student of the Year 2, was last seen in
Vikramaditya Motwane’s screenlife thriller CTRL. Starring
Vihaan Samat, the film highlighted the issue of technological
advancement and the dangers of artificial intelligence.

As of now, the 26-year-old actress has Chand Mera Dil starring
Lakshya, Tu Meri Main Tera Main Tera Tu Meri opposite
Kartik Aaryan and an untitled film with Akshay Kumar and
R Madhavan. She is also busy filming the second season of

Vicky Kaushal

Rashmika Mandanna

Seek Blessings At Golden Temple
Ahead Of Chhaava Release

‘ ’ icky Kaushal and Rashmika Mandanna have been busy with the promotions of their upcoming film
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‘Chhaava’. After they dazzled Mumbaikars with their appearance at Chitra Cinema in Mumbai
yesterday, the Chhaava actors have now arrived in Amritsar. As soon as they landed in the city, they
visited the Golden Temple. Videos and pictures from their visit to the holy site are going viral on social media.
Videos that have surfaced on social media show Rashmika Mandanna in a wheelchair. Vicky Kaushal walks
next to her as they make their way to the Golden Temple. Rashmika was seen in a fuchsia pink ethnic suit, and
amatching organza dupatta that covered her head. Meanwhile, Vicky wore a white kurta pajama, and covered
his head with an orange scarf. Vicky was seen helping his co-actor as they entered the temple premises.
Another set of pictures that have surfaced on social media show them posing with folded hands. Check out
the pictures and videos below!

Vicky Kaushal also shared several
pictures from their Golden
Temple visit. He wrote, “There’s
something about
#SriHarmandirSahib! The peace,
the divinity, the power of prayer.
As we bring #Chhaava to the
world, I hope it reflects even a
fraction of the strength and
devotion this sacred place
inspires. Rabb meher bakshe.
Satnam Waheguru."

Meanwhile, a few hours ago,
Rashmika Mandanna shared a
picture with Vicky as they both
arrived in Amritsar. They were

both seen wearing Chhaava t-shirts. “Amritsar...Ki haal aaaa!!!!" wrote the actress, expressing her

excitement for the promotional event in the city.Several videos from Chhaava Mumbai promotions on 9th

Feb also surfaced on social media. Rashmika, who suffered a leg injury in January, informed the paparazzi

that her injured leg is better now. As she joined Vicky for the promotional event in Mumbai, the latter urged

the crowd to welcome her in true ‘Dadar style’. He announced that he hasn’t come for the promotion alone
today, and that Rashmika has specially joined him from Hyderabad.

Kapil Sharma Was Not
Making Losses After Fight
With Sunil Grover, Rajiv
Thakur Recalls Their Fight

ajiv Thakur has opened up about Kapil

Sharma’s infamous fight with Sunil Grover.

Thakur, who was also a part of The Great
Indian Kapil Show, recently shared his thoughts
on Kapil’s equation with Sunil and claimed that
the two really enjoy working together.

“Who doesn’t fight? If their fight was so serious,
how are they still mingling and shooting together
today? Money can make you work together, but if
you observe the atmosphere on set, you’ll see they
genuinely enjoy each other’s company," Rajiv
told Siddharth Kannan recently, as quoted by
Pinkvilla.

The actor-comedian further claimed that neither
Kapil nor Sunil struggled with regard to their
respective careers after fighting with each other.
“When Sunil wasn’t on the show, Kapil wasn’t
facing losses, and vice versa. You can’t fake this
camaraderie," he added.

Why Did Kapil Sharma And Sunil Grover
Fight?

Kapil Sharma and Sunil Grover’s fight is not a
secret. Grover became a household name with his
fictional characters Gutthi and Dr Mashoor Gulati
in Comedy Nights With Kapil and The Kapil
Sharma Show respectively. However, he had an
ugly fight with Kapil in 2018 while they were
returning from a show in Australia. They got into a
heated argument following which Sunil stopped
working with Kapil.

Kapil and Sunil were not on talking terms for six
years. However, they reunited last year for the
former’s The Great Indian Kapil Show.

In March 2024, Sunil opened up about his fight with
Kapil and joked that it was “a publicity stunt" they
did for Netflix long before the streaming giant set
footin India.

“We were seated on the flight and we learnt that
Netflix was coming to India. So, kuch aisa ho ke
(acha) publicity stunt ho," Sunil said, poking fun
at his and Kapil’s fight. Sunil even joked that
Netflix India had called them to ask what could be
done and thus, this idea came to them.

Ankita Lokhande Slams Rozlyn Khan
For Claims About Hina Khan's Cancer:

"That Is So Cheap'

nkita Lokhande has lashed out at Rozlyn
Khan for accusing Hina Khan of using

cancer as a publicity stunt. Recently,
Ankita took to her Instagram stories, shared a
video of Rozlyn from one of her recent
interviews and expressed disappointment with
her claims. She called Rozlyn’s allegations
“cheap" and asked Hina to stay strong.

“How could someone think so low my goodness..

That’s so cheap !! Ur kind information madam
this girl Hina is fighting the cancer with such
bravery and I’m saying because [ know that and
Vikki met her few days back in the hospital
where she was taking her chemotherapy where
Rocky was with her and literally Vikki said this
to me that he was in tears to see her!! Hina u r
strong and our sherkhan. And not easy for u or
anyone who’s facing this !! God bless u girl This
shall too pass @realhinakhan," Ankita wrote.

Recently, Rozlyn Khan has been making several

allegations against Hina Khan. While Rozlynisa
stage four cancer survivor, Hina is currently
fighting her stage three breast cancer.

Previously, in an interview with News18 Showsha,

Rozlyn accused Hina of spreading
misinformation and said, “15 hours of
mastectomy is impossible. She is exaggerating
it. My surgery was 8 to 10 hours long because I
was at stage four and my 16 lymph nodes were
removed. It was a major surgery. In fact, she
(Hina Khan) only said her surgery went for 15
hours. Which surgery is she talking about? She
did not give details if it was MRM or what?"

Rozlyn Khan then made a big allegation and

accused Hina Khan of using her cancer treatment
as a publicity stunt. “She talks about herself
rather than talking about the treatments she is
taking. She is keeping everything in the dark. I
doubt if she is at stage 3. Every interview or byte
she gives only moves it around herself or her
bravery." However, Hina Khan has not reacted to
Rozlyn’s claims as of now.
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