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Flawed policies have
ravaged Manipur

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh, who is under
scrutiny for his alleged role in inciting the violence
that has plagued the state over the past 21 months,
resigned on February 9 following a meeting with
Union Home Minister Amit Shah. The prolonged
unrest has not only led to rape, murder and
destruction of property on a large scale but also
scarred the psyche of the Manipuri people.

The startling quandary of the situation came to the
fore recently when Shah claimed that the North-
East was once “known for terrorism, infiltration,
blockade, drugs, armed trafficking, corruption and
national disturbances.” He added that “today, it is
known for development, connectivity,
infrastructure, education, investment and
agriculture development.” He also highlighted the
fact that Central ministers had visited the region
over 700 times during the past decade. Virtually
addressing an event where appointment letters
were given to youths in Agartala (Tripura), he
claimed that PM Narendra Modi as well as the
Union and state governments were fully
committed to Tripura’s welfare. There was no
word on a similar commitment to Manipur’s
welfare.Shah earlier met the CM’s critic,
Panchayati Raj Minister Y Khemchand Singh, and
Manipur Assembly Speaker Thokchom Satyabrata
Singh. Party MLAs had unequivocally told
Satyabrata that more than two-thirds of them were
not happy with the current leadership. Calling the
turmoil intolerable, they said they could not wait
anymore and were going to make some move in
the interest of the public and the state. Laying
emphasis on the restoration of peace and
normalcy, they threatened that something big and
unprecedented would happen during the
upcoming Assembly session if course correction
was not done before that (the session, which was
set to commence on February 10, was eventually
declared null and void in the wake of Biren’s
resignation). They also contradicted Shah, who
had said in Tripura’s context that 2,800 youths
getting jobs was an epochal event.

The disquiet and violence since May 2023
repeatedly raised doubts about Biren’s leadership,
but the party high command, including the PM and
the Home Minister, were not inclined to remove
him. In the meantime, bickering within the state
party unit kept growing. Ten Kuki-Zo MLAs
declared their intent to boycott the Assembly
session. The BJP’s allies, the Naga People’s Front
and the Janata Dal (United), withdrew support
from the state government. Taking advantage of
the political crisis, the main Opposition party, the
Congress, planned to move a no-confidence
motion during the session. The report of the
recently appointed Governor Ajay Bhalla, who
recently superannuated as Union Home Secretary
and is well aware of both the political as well as the
law and order situation, must have played a key
role in the matter.Things took an intriguing turn
when Biren was accused of having played a role in
inciting ethnic violence. The Kuki Organisation
for Human Rights Trust moved the Supreme
Court, alleging that there were audio tapes that
established the CM’s complicity. The SC has
referred the tapes to the Central Forensic Science
Laboratory (CFSL), giving it six weeks to submit a
report. Meanwhile, an analysis conducted by Truth
Labs Forensic Services, a private non-profit
organisation, has revealed that there is “93 per cent
probability” that the voice in the leaked tapes is of
Biren.If the CFSL report matches the Truth Labs
findings, it will have a huge impact not only on the
politics of the state but also at the national level.
Biren had been acting at the instance of the BJP
high command and the Union Government, which
was clear from the fact that despite the carnage that
stirred the national conscience, neither the party
nor the Centre showed any inclination to remove
him — till their leaders’ heads could no longer
remain above water.

Apart from exerting pressure to get him removed,
the Opposition planned an attack on the Central
BJP leadership, even as Biren pursued the Modi-
Shah politics of Hindutva and unified the Meiteis
under this umbrella, while the RSS played a role
too

The verdict of the Delhi Assembly elections has
implications not only for the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
but also for the INDIA bloc and the role of freebies in
electoral politics. The elections saw the AAP, the BJP
and the Congress compete with one another over
offering monetary rewards, subsidised utilities and free
public transport for different segments of society.

Such strategies being resorted to by the parties underscore
the debate between the transient effectiveness of
monetary incentives and programmatic politics.

In search of electoral dividends, parties of all hues, when
in power, have been shying away from long-term
investment of public resources in such primary sectors
as education, health, infrastructure, housing and
employment generation, which is far more effective in
addressing the issues of poverty and deprivation.

Worse, these populist schemes are often personalised as
'guarantees' in the name of the party leader, promoting
person-centred leadership, much to the detriment of
intra-party democracy. Also, such tall promises are
made knowingly, even when the economy of the state
concerned is in a precarious condition, which is often the
case.The election verdict raises questions about the
AAP's future. While one electoral defeat, especially
when fighting a two-term incumbency, does not mean
the demise of a party, it is obvious that the people's belief
in AAP's promise of alternative politics is over. The
party, which emanated from the Anna Hazare
movement, initially contested elections on the promise
of fighting corruption in high places, ending VIP culture
and bringing the government nearer to the
people.However, over time, it has degenerated into just
another political party, having all the vices afflicting
other parties.The AAP leadership has been facing
allegations of corruption to generate electoral funds,

THE Yamuna river figured prominently in the just-

There is also a need to improve the different kinds of

Delhi has a very high sewage treatment capacity (around

Amid the euphoria over its resounding win in F
the Delhi elections, the BJP has started the
process of repairing its battered double
engine in strife-torn Manipur. Chief
Minister N Biren Singh has finally stepped
down, over a month after he tendered a
public apology and expressed regret over the
deaths and displacement caused by the
unrest in the northeastern state. If Biren
thought he had done enough to save his chair
merely by saying sorry, he was proven
wrong. The last straw was the leak of some
audio tapes, which include telephonic
conversations that purportedly lay bare his
role in inciting ethnic violence. All eyes and
ears are on the Central Forensic Science
Laboratory, which has been ordered by the
Supreme Court to verify the authenticity of
the tapes and submit a report next month. In a bid to
pre-empt possible embarrassment and outrage, the BJP

How promises to clean Yamuna can translate into action

If all the STPs and CETPs in Delhi were to function as designed and planned, the state of the Yamuna would massively improve in the city.

concluded Delhi Assembly elections. After the BJP's
victory, Prime Minister Narendra Modi assured Delhi
that the new government would make every effort to
clean the river. "It may be a long haul, but Mother
Yamuna will surely bless our efforts," he said. Will this
help the cause of the river?There is a lot that the Delhi
government can do to improve the state of Yamuna. Flow
and connectivity are the defining characteristics of any
river. The Delhi government can work to ensure that the
Yamuna has sufficient freshwater flow downstream from
the Wazirabad barrage, where there is none today.

connectivity that define the river: longitudinal (between
upstream and downstream at various points within
Delhi); lateral (between the river and its tributaries and
the floodplains); and vertical (for groundwater
recharge).On the pollution front, three key areas that need
attention are: sewage treatment and performance of
sewage treatment plants (STPs); performance of central
effluent treatment plants (CETPs) to treat industrial
effluents; and proper management of solid waste since a
lot of solid waste ends up in rivers when not managed
properly.But the Yamuna exists beyond Delhi and the
state of the river upstream and downstream has an impact
on the state of the river within Delhi. So, for all the above
issues, Delhi needs to work with the upstream and
downstream states.The Central government has a huge
role to play here. The way the Centre deals with the river
has a bearing on each of the above aspects of Yamuna.
Since the Yamuna is the biggest tributary of the Ganga,
the National Mission for Clean Ganga can make a huge
impact on its fate. So too can the Union Ministry of
Environment and Forests, Jal Shakti Ministry —
including the Central Water Commission and the Upper
Yamuna River Board — the Union Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (which has the Delhi Development
Authority under it) and the Central Pollution Control
Board. Unfortunately, these central agencies have not
performed well enough to give the Yamuna a new lease of
life in Delhi.

760 million gallons per day) as compared to other cities in
India. And yet, the Yamuna is in bad shape in Delhi. The
key reason is that the STPs and CETPs are not
functioning as designed.The governments have installed
STPs with large capacity at huge expenditure but failed to
ensure that the plants function as planned. There is no
transparency, accountability or participatory
management in the governance of the STPs. No one
knows why the STPs are not functioning as planned, nor
are there any consequences when STPs do not function as
planned.If the government is really interested in
improving the state of the Yamuna, it needs to address the

governance of the STPs and CETPs. If all the plants in
Delhi were to function as designed and planned, the state
of the Yamuna would hugely improve in the capital.
Sewage, that is a curse now, would become a boon for
Delhi as treated sewage can replace freshwater for a
number of activities, thus also reducing the demand for
freshwater and freeing some freshwater for Yamuna's
environment flows.For this, rainwater and local water
bodies within Delhi can be used in the way Bengaluru is
doing. Rejuvenated water bodies within Delhi can
harvest rainfall. In the post-monsoon months, adequately
treated sewage can be released in such water bodies,
which will help treat it further and also recharge
groundwater.The outgoing AAP government had started
this process and it can be taken to the next level.

In fact, the new government in Delhi needs to achieve much

better rainwater harvesting, which, in turn, can help
decrease the demand for freshwater from the Yamuna
and, thus, free up some additional water for environment
flows in Delhi. It can ensure that all government
buildings, parks, roads, bridges, metro stations, schools,
colleges, malls, multiplexes, embassies, etc must have
functioning rainwater harvesting systems and some of
them can also recharge groundwater.The sponge effect of
these functioning rainwater harvesting systems would
also reduce the floods in Delhi during the monsoons and
make rainwater available post monsoon. It will also have
an exemplary demonstration effect of functioning

Too little, too late

Manipur CM’s resignation not enough

has prodded Biren to put in his papers. This is
practically an escape route for him, considering the
gravity of the allegations against him.Much damage

Delhi verdict reshapes political equations

While one electoral defeat, especially when fighting a two-term incumbency, does not mean the demise of a
party, it is obvious that the people’s belief in AAP's promise of alternative politics is over.

doing away with intra-party democracy, promoting
sycophancy and personal loyalty and adopting the lavish
lifestyle of the average political leadership of India. All
this has led to a disillusionment among the middle class
with the AAP, especially with Kejriwal, who dominated
the party.The results show that the AAP has
even suffered a decline in the support of lower
classes living in underdeveloped colonies and
slums despite having provided lots of benefits
to them. This can be attributed to the politics
of patronage and clientelism that the party
promoted. With the top AAP leaders facing
serious corruption charges and being
restrained by the judiciary, the beneficiariesof |
AAP's schemes shifted their loyalties to the
BJP, which has promised even larger 'benefits'
to them.The Delhi elections also raise
questions about the future of the INDIA bloc
in view of the fact that some Samajwadi Party
and Trinamool Congress leaders openly
campaigned for AAP candidates and not for
Congress nominees. Additionally, the
Congress and the AAP contested the poll
separately, with the leaders of the two parties
levelling allegations against each other.

It is obvious from the results that if the AAP and
Congress had fought as allies, it would have certainly

helped the AAP win a few more seats, including some of

its top leaders.The impression is that the Congress and

the BJP are on the same page as far as the agenda of

decimating the AAP is concerned. The AAP's decline
means a gain for the Congress in Punjab and Delhi. And,
for the BJP, it means doing away with a competitive
party which not only aims to corner the lower and lower
middle class social support base but also plays the softer

version of Hindutva politics.The results also show the
importance of the Congress. Despite its decline, apart
from the BJP, the Congress is still the only other 'polity-
wide' party. This as an important factor in any coalition
arrangement against the formidable BJP. It was eveident

during the Jharkhand Assembly elections.It would be
fair for the AAP to argue that the unique administrative
structure of Delhi came in its way of effectively running
the state despite enjoying the popular mandate in the
past. A multitude of authorities causes jurisdictional
issues and complicates policy formulation, coordination
and implementation, especially since the AAP and the
BJP were at loggerheads with each other.The
responsibility for developmen work and service
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rainwater harvesting systems for others to emulate. The
improved state of the river in Delhi will be a boon during
Chhath puja and other festivals, it will improve micro-
climate and also create a much-needed scenic, peace-
giving place for the city dwellers.The state of the Yamuna
in Delhi is also affected by the following: dams and
diversions of the water; the state of pollution in the river;
its flow and connectivity; sand-mining; groundwater use
and recharge; state of local water bodies and wetlands;
aquatic and terrestrial biodiversity; state and extent of
natural forests and state of tributaries of the Yamuna
upstream and downstream of Delhi.The pattern and
quantum of rainfall and snowfall in the Yamuna basin and
the state of glaciers in the upstream are also relevant
here.Thus, the Yamuna puzzle has many components. A
Delhi water policy can be a key instrument to provide
guidance on these issues.
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The new government in Delhi can, through the

involvement of people, prepare such a policy.
Importantly, the BJP is also in power in other Yamuna
basin states like Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Uttarakhand. The AAP and the
Congress must act as a responsible Opposition in the
Delhi Assembly and Parliament and keep the Yamuna
issue alive.A lot can and must be done to improve the
state of Yamuna in Delhi. The challenge of climate
change must also be considered. Let us see what the new
government actually does.

has already been done, and his resignation
has come too late in the day. Ethnic
violence has claimed over 250 lives in
Manipur since May 2023, with both the
Central and state governments failing to
handle the volatile situation. Biren
remained in the saddle even when Imphal
burned, while the party top brass kept
ignoring the growing clamour for his
ouster. What’s worse, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has chosen to stay away
from the state, giving the impression that
Manipur is just a blip on the Centre’s
radar.A new CM will not make much of a
difference on the ground as long as there is
a lack of political will to resolve the
conflict and bring the perpetrators to
book. The people of Manipur are
impatiently awaiting justice and peace. The onus is on
the Modi government to regain their trust.

delivery overlaps between various government units,

creating difficulty in fixing accountability in the eyes of

citizens. The contentious role of the centrally appointed
lieutenant-governors over the period was another
formidable factor that came in the way of governance.

After the Delhi defeat, Punjab is the only
state where the AAP is in power now.
Given its massive majority in the
Assembly, there is no apparent threat to
the state government, though some
disgruntled leaders would be
incentivised to leave the party.However,
the fact that the party has come to power
in the state on the promise of replicating
the 'Delhi model' may cause worries
about its future.

As in Delhi, the party has failed to fulfil its
poll promises in Punjab, too. Whether it
is drugs or the sand mafia, organised
criminal syndicates or corrupt officials,
they all have survived, if not thrived.
While the party has been unable to
transfer money promised to women, the
subsidies on electricity and other public
utilities have increased the indebtedness
of'the state.

The party state leadership should be alert about a bleak
electoral future if it does not take immediate corrective
action. The apprehension that the Delhi-based AAP
leadership would interfere more in state government
affairs may be misplaced as the autonomy of the state
unit of the party is likely to increase. If attempted so by a
desperate high command, it would be disastrous for the
AAP, as regionalism is a strong factor in the identity
politics of Punjab.
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No reduction in funds for
asset creation, effective

capex to increase by 13%:
M

NEW DELHI. The government has not reduced the
allocation to capital expenditure, but instead has
increased the effective capital expenditure by about
18% from Rs 13.18 lakh in the current fiscal to Rs
15.48 lakh crore in FY26, which is 4.3% of GDP,
finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman said in
parliament on Tuesday.She was replying to the debate
on Budget 2025 in Lok Sabha. Addressing the
concern raised by many members over the shift in
focus away from capex, the minister reiterated that
capital outlay has not come down at all.The finance
minister also said that while the effective capital
expenditure in FY26 is 4.3% of the GDP, 10 basis
points lower than the budgeted fiscal deficit of4.4%.

“The government intends to use about 99% of
borrowed resources to finance effective capital
expenditure in the upcoming year,” she said in the
Lok Sabha.She also highlighted the Narendra Modi
government’s efforts to maintain fiscal prudence over
the past 10 years and yet manage to achieve high
economic growth. Comparing the present
government’s efforts with that of UPA, the FM said
that while the 2008-09 financial crisis left us among
the fragile five economies, India has emerged
stronger fiscally after once-in-a-century pandemic
like Covid in 2020-21.She also pointed out the efforts
of the Modi government to maintain fiscal
transparency by bringing off-budget borrowings of
certain central government agencies like Food
Corporation of India (FCI) on the government books.

Allaying the fears of states over transfers of resources
from the Centre, the finance minister highlighted the
fact that transfers to the states would cross Rs 25.01
lakh crore across all schemes in FY26, which is Rs 2
lakh crore more than revised estimate for the current
financial year.“Transfer of resources is growing by
the year,” she reiterated by citing that transfers to
states in 2020-21 was Rs 13.44 lakh crore, which has
risen to Rs 25 lakh crore over five years. She
expressed confidence that the Indian economy is
seeing a “speedy rebound” from 5.4% growth
clocked in the second quarter of the current fiscal.

Saluja moves HC against
Sebi, REL, JM Fin

NEW DELHI. Rashmi Saluja, recently ousted by
the shareholders of Religare Enterprises (REL),
has filed a plea before the Delhi high court against
capital market regulator Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi), the company (REL) itself
and JM Financial for non-compliance, violations
of RBI conditions and suppressing a competing
open offer, among other things.

Saluja alleged that the Sebi didn’t take the necessary
action to protect investors and minority
shareholders in the open offer process. The plea
stated that the RBI granted conditional approval
for the open offer on December 9, 2024, requiring
the acquirers (Burmans) to consolidate their non-
banking financial companies and submit a
detailed plan within 90 days. Saluja alleges the
acquirers have failed to meet these conditions and
that Sebi has allowed the open offer to proceed
despite this non-compliance.

Vi narrows loss to Rs 6,609
cr; ARPU rises to Rs 173 in
Dec

NEW DELHI. Vodafone Idea (Vi), India’s third-
largest telecom service provider, has narrowed its
loss to Rs 6,609 crore in the third quarter of FY25.
The telco had posted a net loss of Rs 6,986 crore in
the same period in FY24.Revenue for the quarter
rise by 1.7% to Rs 11,120 crore. It reported its
highest cash EBITDA since the merger at Rs 2,450
crore, a year-over-year (YoY) growth of about
15%. Debt from banks fell by Rs 5,290 crore over
the last year and stood at Rs 2,330 crore.“With the
recent equity infusion of *191 crore from one of our
promoters, we have secured Rs 26,000 crore in
fresh equity capital over past 10 months. In
parallel, we continue to engage with lenders for
debt financing, aligning with our planned network
expansion investment of Rs 50,000-Rs 55,000
crore over a three-year period. The government’s
decision on the bank guarantee waiver underscores

its ongoing support for the telecom sector, a critical
pillar of Digital India’s future,” said Akshaya
Moondra, CEO, Vi.Average revenue per user
(ARPU) rose to Rs 173 in Q3FY25 from Rs166 in
the previous quarter, a 4.7% rise. The telco
reported a major expansion of its 4G population
coverage, adding nearly 41 million people to reach
1.07 billion by the end of December 2024, up from
1.03 billion in March 2024.Vi is on track to achieve
its 4G population coverage target of 1.1 billion by
March 2025 and plans to further increase it to 1.2
billion, covering about 90% of the population.

The company will launch its commercial 5G services
in Mumbai in March, followed by Delhi,
Bengaluru, Chandigarh, and Patna in April 2025.

Will retail inflation cool down further in

January Here's all

The RBI mentioned continued
reduction in rice prices and sharp
corrections in the prices of
vegetables, especially in the prices of
onions, potatoes and tomatoes, in its

January 2025 Bulletin.
e

NEW DELHI. The country’s retail
inflation is likely to witness a dip in
January 2025, bringing relief to
consumers, as per economists polled by
Reuters.The poll predicts consumer
inflation in January to sharply drop to
4.60%, a five-month low from
December’s 5.22%. This decline is
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you need to know

latest Monetary Policy Committee

: meeting, to stimulate economic growth

= and increase consumption levels.Akhil
Puri, Partner, Financial Advisory, Forvis
Mazars in India said that the RBI has
adopted a balanced approach with this
rate cut.“The move aims to further
incentivise borrowing and investment in
an environment of moderate inflation,
supporting economic growth. While the
FY26 GDP growth is projected at 6.7%,
recovery is expected to be slower than in
the previous year,” Puri said.

However, the central bank has cautioned
that rising rural wages and growth in
corporate salaries could fuel inflationary
pressures in the coming months. It also
mentioned the economic slowdown in
the US and the moderate growth in the
emerging markets in its bulletin.As the

attributed to slowing food price rises,
particularly in cereals, milk, vegetables,
pulses, and sugar, as mentioned by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in its
January 2025 Bulletin.The RBI

mentioned continued reduction in rice
prices and sharp corrections in the prices
of vegetables,

Especially in the prices of onions, potatoes
and tomatoes, in its January 2025

Bulletin. On the other hand, the prices of
edible oils and wheat remain
higher.Meanwhile, the central bank
announced a reduction of 25 basis points
in the repo rate from 6.5% to 6.25% in its

official data for January inflation is
scheduled to be announced on February
12, at 5.30 pm (IST), the key question is
whether the predicted downtrend in prices
holds true ornot.

L&T Chairman SN Subrahmanyan blames
welfare schemes for labour shortage in India

NEW DELHI. Larsen & Toubro
Chairman and Managing Director SN
Subrahmanyan has raised concerns
over the declining migration of
construction labourers in India,
attributing it to the availability of
government welfare schemes and a
growing preference for comfort.

Speaking at CII’s Mystic South Global
Linkages Summit 2025 in Chennai,

mobilisation, recruitment,
deployment.

and
However,

Subrahmanyan admitted that despite
these efforts, finding and retaining

Delhi and work. But today, if I ask a
person from Chennai to work out of
Delhi, he says bye. It’s a different
world of work today, and we have to
see how to make HR policies
flexible,” he said.The L&T boss
had previously sparked
controversy by calling for a 90-
hour workweek, drawing criticism
from employees and industry
observers. “I regret [ am not able to

Sensex tumbles over
850 points as US tariff
fears spook Dalal Street

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock market indices
continued their poor run on Wednesday after
crashing in the previous session, which led to a
loss of Rs 10 lakh crore for investors.The S&P
BSE Sensex nosedived 834.39 points to
75,459.21 at 10 am, while the NSE Nifty50 fell
251.95 points to trade at 22,819.85.1t may be
noted that the market capitalisation of BSE-listed
companies reduced by as much as Rs 6 lakh crore.

Subrahmanyan spoke about the
difficulties faced by the construction
industry in hiring and mobilising |
workers.“As an organisation, we
employ about 2.5 lakh staff and 4
lakh labourers at any given point of
time. While attrition among staff
does bother me, I am more worried
about the availability of labourers
today,” Subrahmanyan said,
according to Business Today.Labour
is not willing to move for
opportunities... Maybe their local
economy is doing well, maybe it is
due to the various government
schemes & DBTs (direct benefit
transfers) available to them, but they
are not willing to move,” he added.

It may be noted that L&T employs a
dedicated HR team to oversee labour

Fixed Medical Allowance Extended For THESE Central Govt CGHS
Pensioners: How Much Money Is Given Per Month Check Eligihility, Benefits

New Delhi. The Department of Pension
& Pensioners Welfare (DoPPW)
under Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions in its Office
Memorandum released on 7 February
2025 has announced that it is
extending the benefit of Fixed
Medical Allowance (FMA) to the
Central Government civil employees
covered under the National Pension
System (NPS) on their retirement
from service and who are eligible for
CGHS facility but are residing outside
CGHS area as per the applicable rate,
if they do not avail any CGHS facility
or avail only the IPD facility under
CGHS.

"The above instructions also include
prescribed forms and formats for
claiming the benefit of FMA by above
employees. These forms and formats

have been revised including PRAN
details in these forms / formats as per
the reference received from the office
of Controller General of Accounts
vide their ID note No. TA-3-6/3/2020-
TA-111Part(1)/11948/412 dated
18.12.2024. Revised Forms /Formats
to be used for the above purpose are
enclosed with this O?)" said the
DoPPW OM.1t has also been clarified
in the OM that the rate of FMA
prescribed for Central Government
employees retired under NPS is equal
to the rate of FMA granted to Central
Government employes covered under
old pension scheme i.e. Rs 1000 per
month.However, the release of FMA
into the account of the Central
Government employee retired under
NPS had been prescribed vide OM
dated 06.12.2023 on quarterly basis

workers remains a growing
challenge.His comments come at a
time when India’s infrastructure
sector is facing an increasing shortage
of skilled and semi-skilled workers,
which could impact the pace of
project execution across the
country.Subrahmanyan also pointed
out that reluctance to migrate for
work is not limited to blue-collar
workers. “When I joined L&T as a
graduate engineer, my boss said if
you are from Chennai, you go to

make you work on Sundays. IfI can
make you work on Sundays, I will
be more happy, because I work on
Sundays,” he said in an earlier
statement.“What do you do sitting
athome? How long can you stare at
your wife? Come on, get to the
office and start working.”His
comments reignited discussions on
workplace culture, employee well-
being, and changing attitudes toward
work-life balance in India’s corporate
sector.As the labour market evolves,
companies like L&T may need to
rethink their strategies for attracting
and retaining both blue- and white-
collar workers in an era where
mobility and work expectations are
shifting rapidly.

through the respective bank.

The OM has further clarified that the
release of FMA for the period
September to November shall be in
the first week of December. However,
the release of FMA from the month of
December onwards shall be subject to
submission of life Certificate by the
beneficiary.Fixed Medical Allowance
(FMA) is admissible to the Central
Government civil pensioners/family
pensioners (i) residing in areas not
covered under Central Government
Health Scheme or any corresponding
Health Scheme administered by other
Ministries/Departments and (ii) not
availing OPD facility under CGHS.
FMA is disbursed to the pensioners by
the Pension Disbursing
Authorities/Banks along with their
monthly pension.

Most of the broader markets also fell during early
trade as fears over the impact of US trade tariffs
and weak Q3 earnings continued to erode investor
confidence.

Analysts have already indicated that the volatility in
the stock markets could persist as long as there is
uncertainty over how US tariffs impact global
trade. The uncertainty seems to have accelerated
the pace of selling by foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) as well and this has significantly
impacted the mood on Dalal Street.

Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist,
Geojit Financial Services, said, "Trump’s tariff
tantrums have been impacting the markets for the
last several days. Trump moving away from

targeting specific countries like Mexico, Canada
and to a lesser extent China, and moving to import
tariffs on steel and aluminium on all countries, has
aggravated the concerns.""The European Union’s
declaration that they will retaliate with counter
tariffs has raised the probability of a full blown
trade war. How this will pan out remains to be
seen," he added.He highlighted that it is important
to understand that President Trump, however
powerful he might be, cannot manipulate the laws
of economics."When higher tariffs raise inflation
in the US and the Fed responds hawkishly, the US
stock market will crash. This will restrain Trump.
But it will take some time. Meanwhile, the drama
and the volatility in the market will continue,"
Vijayakumar said, adding that investors can
utilise the current weakness in the market to
switch from the mid- and small-caps, which are
even now overvalued, to the fairly valued
largecaps.

Gail’s Dhabol LNG port set for all-
weather ops, gas imports to get leg-up

NEW DELHI. The Dhabol LNG Port,
owned and operated by national gas major
Gail, is set for major capacity
augmentation with the 2.3-km-long
breakwater, which will be ready by end-
March, making it an all-weather port.

Called Konkan LNG (KLL which is the
terminal operator), the current terminal
handles only 27% or 22 ships a year as
against the designated capacity of 5
million tonne per annum or 18 million
metric standard cubic meter per day
(mmscmd) of natural gas per day, as the
port can be operated only before and after
the monsoons, rendering its operational
for around seven months.

When the breakwater, being built by L&T
since 2020 at an estimated cost of 720
crore, is expected to complete by end-
March and commissioning by June after
getting statutory clearances, the tanker
handling capacity will rise to 30 ships
immediately and then to 80 ships per
annum when the ambient air heating
facility will be ready by December 2026,
Tony Mathew, chief executive of Konkan
LNG, told TNIE.Currently, the facility
uses seawater based heating system for
regasification and the "580 crore ambient
air heating facility will make it achieve

full capacity, said Mathew, who has been
involved in almost all cross-country gas
pipeline projects of Gail, particularly the
most challenging ones in Kerala and
Orissa.After completio of the breakwater
project all statutory clearances from the
Navigational Safety in Ports Committee
and the Maharashtra Maritime Board for
declaring the terminal an all-weather
port, situated at Dhabol in the Ratnagiri
district of Maharashtra will take two-
three months. The port has a natural
draught of 18 meters.Of the total energy
requirement of 13,258 terra watt-hours,
only 6.5% is met through natural gas now
and government plans to take this mix to
15% by 2030.Total natural gas intake was
51 mtpa in FY24, of which domestic gas
was 27 mtpa and the imports were 24
mtpa of Gail shipped 13.8 mtpa. The
uniqueness of the Dhabol breakwater is
that unlike many other breakwaters, this is
an island facility, making its construction
far more challenging. It is built at a seabed
depth of 17-18 meters, rising to 7 meters
above the water level and over 100 meters
at base width, and a crest width of 7.35
meters. The breakwater is coming up 2.75
km off the shore or 750 meters from the
present jetty/berth built by Enron, which
also built 500 m of the breakwater on

2001.The project originally planned for
completion by 2022 got delayed because
of it being an island facility, construction
could be done only in the non-monsoon
season, the pandemic, a litany of
litigations and the cyclone Tauktae in May
2021 which washed away construction

materials being other reasons, Mathew
said, adding apart from large boulders
being used for the breakwater, 22-30,000
tonne each of concrete blocks called
accropodes are also used to dissipate wave
energy. Each of the accropodes are placed
inter-locked and checked with Echoscopy
and physically by divers.The project is
built by L&T Heavy Civil Structure
Construction under the supervision of the

state-run Engineers India.Mathew said
the gas intake from the present facility is
only a third of the installed capacity as the
NTPC-operated Dhahol Power Plant with
an installed capacity of 1,960 mw across
three turbines is running at very low
capacity utilization as natural gas is costly
now, forcing KLL to reduce its
regasification capacity to only 7.5
mmsmd as against the designed
capacity of 18 mmscmd, which is only
27% of the installed capacity. Not
having the desired length of the
breakwater also leads to lower
utilization.This will be resolved when
Gail sets up an ambient air heating
system (AAHS) at an investment of Rs
580 crore. KLL will shortly invite civil
tenders for this, Mathew said, adding
once the breakwater is completed the
terminal will achieve 41% of the
designed capacity of 5 mtpa (80
cargoes/year ) and will achieve 100%
capacity after completion of the AAHS
expected by December 2026.Konkan
LNG is also going for expansion of the
terminal from 5 mtpa to 6.3 mtpa in the
second leg of the first phase with an
estimated expenditure of Rs 1,100 crore
by 2030, which will enable to handle 100
cargoes per year and.
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CPWD vurges departments to
prioritise use of recycled C&D wast

The remark was made in a review meeting held to check the progress of usage of recycled material by the
director general of CPWD and joint secretary, the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.

NEW DELHI. With government agencies
in Delhi-NCR failing to meet the target set
for using construction and demolition
(C&D) waste recycled products, the
Central Public Work Department
(CPWD) has asked all departments to
‘take pride’ in consuming reprocessed
waste generated from construction,
renovation, and demolition of concrete
structures such as houses, roads, and
bridges.The remark was made in a review
meeting held to check the progress of the
usage of recycled material by the director
general (D-G) of CPWD and the joint
secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban
Aftairs (MoHUA).

to infroduce mandatory provisions for

m...-.-.

usage of 20 per cent recycled sand and = -

other aggregates — conforming to the :

specifications of the Bureau of Indian

Standards (BIS)—in tenders to achieve &

the target.

The manufacturers of pre-cast tiles are

also to be mandated for using 20 percent 5 %

recycled materials from C&D plants as &
per the specifications.According to the

minutes of the meeting seen by this
newspaper, quarterly demand of C&D
recycled waste material should be shared
in advance with the operators of the plants
for planning and scheduling plant
operations bythe contractors.

Following the deliberation on low take-off “Government department start taking pride

of the C&ID) waste material by the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA), National
Building Coustruction Corporation
(NBCC) and CPWD, the officials agreed

in using recycled materials and share in
antmal and sustainability reports,” read
the minutes.

Instructions were also issued to all officials

concerned to upload details of utilizations
of recycled material on the dedicated
module every month.

\In December, the ministry conveyed its
displeasure to the CPWD as it had failed to
meet the off-take target of utilisation of
C&D waste products for three
consecutive years. It noted that ‘overall
performance of the department has been

poor over the preceding years due to lack
of will, vision and action plan. The
department, in its response, cited
imposition of the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) in the national
capital as one of the reasons for not
achieving the target.

" The government has been pushing for

increased consumption of recycled C&D
waste products such as paver blocks,
Kerb stones, blocks, paver tiles, recycled
aggregates, and manufactured sand
under its flagship programme Swachh
Bharat Mission (SBM).

20 percentrecycled sand
The officials agreed to introduce mandatory

provisions for usage of 20 per cent
recycled sand and other aggregates —
conforming to the specifications of the

Delhi traffic cops collected Rs
46 crore from 74 lakh

violations in 2024, House told
NEW DELHI. Delhi Traffic Police issued over

74 lakh challans and notices in 2024, collecting
Rs 46.29 crore in fines, Union Minister of State
for Home Nityanand Rai informed the Lok

Sabha on Tuesday. In response to a writien
query on traffic violations across different
categories, Rai stated that the city police issued
23.09 lakh challans and 51.41 lakh notices for
various traffic offences during the yearWhile
challans are issued on-site by traffic personnel,
notices are generated online through automated
traffic violation detection cameras, he added.

Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) — in Over the past five years, the highest revenue from

tenders to achieve the target.

"No Guarantee You'll Return":

Indrani Mukerjea Cannot Travel
Abroad

New Delhi. The Supreme Court on Wednesday
dismissed the plea of Indrani Mukerjea, who is
accused of killing her daughter Sheena Bora,
challenging a Bombay High Court ruling that denied
her permission to travel abroad.

A bench of Justices MM Sundresh and Rajesh Bindal
directed the trial court to conduct the proceedings in
the case within a year.Opposing the permission, the
counsel for the CBI said this is a sensitive matter and

trial has come halfway and 96 witnesses have been
examined.

The counsel appearing for Mukerjea, a former media
executive, submitted that she has been given bail by
the top court and there are 92 witnesses still to be
exarnined in the matter.

She said the trial court has been vacant for the last four

months and the proceedings may take a long time to
conclude. The travel restriction maftter came up in the
Supreme Court after a special court on July 19 allowed
Ms Muketjea's plea to visit Spain and the United
Kingdom for 10 days over the next three months. The
CBI approached the high court challenging the order
passed by the special court. The high court quashed the
gpecial court's order on September 27.Ms Mukerjea
moved the top court challenging thishigh court order.

(BI Arrests 6 Delhi Transport
Officials in Major Post-Election
Corruption Crackdown

New Delhi. In a sweeping post-Assembly election
crackdown, the Central Burean of Investigation (CBI}
has arrested six officials from the Delhi Transport
Department on charges of corruption and bribery,
sources confirmed on Wednesday. The arrests come
after multiple complaints alleging widespread
corruption within the department, prompting the CBI
to launch an undercover surveillance operation to
verify the claims before taking decisive action.

According to CBI insiders, their investigation revealed
prima facie evidence of bribery at multiple levels
within the transport department. "The corruption was
systematic, extending across various offices. The
officials in question were engaging in illicit
transactions related to vehicle registrations, perrits,
and fitness certificates,” a senior CBI officer told The
Indian Express, requesting anonymity.

This marks the first major anti-corruption action by the
CBl since the Assembly elections concluded, where the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) suffered a stunning defeat,
paving the way for the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to
return to power after 27 years. The BJP clinched 48 out
of 70 seats, reducing AAP to 22 seats, while Congress
remained at zero for the third consecutive election.

No discrimination against Rohingya children
for school udmlssmns Supreme Court

NEW DELHI. No child will be |

discriminated against in education, |
the Supreme Court said on
Wednesday while fixing for next
week a plea seeking a direction to the
Centre and the Delhi governments to
grant Rohingya refugees in the city
access to public schools and
hospitals.The court just wants fo
know where these Rohingya
families are living, in whose house
and what their particulars are, a bench
of Justices Surya Kant and N Kotiswar
Singh said while making no
discrimination in education point.

Senior advocate Colin Gonsalves,

appearing for the NGO Rohingya
Human Rights Initiative, said he has
filed an affidavit giving the details and
pointed out that the Rohingya refugees
have UNHCR (United Nations High

It will be easier for the NGO to give the

The top court posted the matter for further

accessible to them. It also asked
Gonsalves to file an affidavit indicating
their places of settlement in Delhi.

public schools and hospitals for
Rohingya refugees as they were denied
access due to lack of Aadhaar
cards."They are refugees having
UNHCR (United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees) cards, and
therefore they can't have Aadhaar
cards. But for want of Aadhaar they are
not being granted access to public
schools and hospitals,” he
submitted.Gonsalves said Rohingya
refugees resided in Shaheen Bagh,
Kalindi Kunj and Khajuri Khas areas of
Delhi."In Shaheen Bagh and Kalindi
Kunj they are residing in slums and in
Khajuri Khas they are residing in rented
accommodation,” he had submitted.

Commissioner for Refugees) cards.

particulars if these Rohingya families
have these cards, Justice Surya Kant
said.Gonsalves then sought some time
to furnish more defails to the court.

hearing after 10 days.On January 31,
the top court asked the NGO to apprise
the court where the Rohingya refugees
have settled in the city and the facilities

Mumbuai reports first death due to Guillain-
Barre Syndrome, state toll reaches 8

The 53-vear-old man was admitted te Nair Hospital on January 23 with weakness and was shifted o the 1CU.

NEW DELHI. A 53-year-old man died
due to Guillain-Barre Syndrome

(GBS) af a Mumbai hospital on Mumbaireported its first case of GBS on

Tuesday, marking the city's first
fatality due to the rare nerve disorder.
With this, the total death toll due to
GBS in
Maharashtra has
increased to
eight. A resident
of the Wadala
areca, the 353- J
year-old man
was admitted to
Nair Hospital on |
January 23 with
weakness in his
legs. He was
employed as a
ward boy in a
hospital and was
shifted to the
Intensive Care
Unit (ICU). The
man was then placed on a ventilator
due to breathing difficulties, reports
said.

Diagnosed with GBS, he received

appropriate treatment at Nair Hospital
but passed away on February 11.

health department till February 11, a
total of 192 people have been
suspected to have contracted GBS.

Atotal of 172 cases GBS cases have been
confirmed and a total of seven deaths
have been reported so far
due to the disease. Most
cases are from Pune and
surrounding areas.

As per information, 40 cases
are from the Pune
Municipal Corporation
area whereas 92 are from
the newly added villages of
the PMC area. 29 cases
have been reported from
Pimpri Chinchwad
whereas 28 GBS incidents
have come from the Pune
Rural area. Eight cases
have been reported from

AL W other districts.

According to the Health
Department of

Maharashtra, 104 patients have been

discharged so far, whereas 50 of them

are in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU).

The other 20 are on the ventilator.

February 7 after a 64-year-old woman,
a resident of Andheri (East), was

diagnosed with the nerve
disorder.Sharing an update on GBS,
the Maharashtra Health Department
said five new cases were recorded in
the state today. As per the Maharashtra

traffic violations was recorded in 2020, whenRs
213 crore was collected.That year, the police
issued 10.99 lakh challans and 85.94 lakh
notices. The second-highest collection was in
2021, amounting to Rs 98.45 crore, with 13.23
lakh challans and 66.03 lakh notices. In 2022,
the revenue stood at Rs 74.46 crore with 14.69
lakh challans and 59.87 lakh notices. The
collections declined to Rs 40.31 crore in 2023,
despite issuing 17.26 lakh challans.

Key reasons behind violations
Gonsalves said the NGO sought access to “The Delhi Police has informed that the main

reasons behind the reported increase in traffic
violations are an a rise in vehicular traffic, lack
of awareness among commuters and stricter
enforcement ofrules,” Rai said.

Constitution hatred, Rama
Rajya vow: Decoding outfit
that attacked Telangana seer

NEW DELHI. The Rama Rajvam extremist right-

wing group, that allegedly attacked a prominent
liberal temple priest based in Hyderabad, has
dangerously wild ideas about how India should
be run. It aims to overthrow the Constitution,
persecute judges for their judgments, and set up
its flawed version of Rama Rajya in Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh through private armies.Its
founder, Veera Raghava Reddy, and five others
have been arrested by the Telangana Police for
attacking Rangarajan, the priest of Balaji
Temple, in Chilkur in Rangareddy district on
February 7. In a statement, the priest’s father and
convener of the Temple Protection Movement
MYV Soundararajan said the attackers targeted the
priest because he refised to associate with their
mission.On his YouTube channel named ‘Rama
Rajyam’, Reddy regularly pests fiery videos
against judges, policemen, alleged occupation of
temple land and slaughter of cows. “If given the
chance, I will burn the Constitution!” reads the
translated version of the caption of one of his
videos originally posted in Telugu.

The website of the Rama Rajyam was registered in

2022. As per the site, the organisation aims to
establish a parallel system of administration
based on the principles of the Bhagavad Gita.The
outfit alleges that the current criminal justice
system protects the wealthy and is against the
poor and innocent, and aims to change that but
doesn’t specify how. Reddy describes himself as
a member of Lord Rama’s clan “Ikshvalku™ and
vows to retake land that he believes belongs to
his clan and six sects of Hinduism.

Therecovery of temples and temple land has been a

common theme of Reddy’s videos.He ran a
campaign to recruit around 5,000 people from
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana in what he calls
the “Rama Rajyam army” between September
and December last year. A notification on its
website promised a monthly salary of Rs 20,000
along with food and accommodation.
Eligibility? Anyone with Class 10 (pass or fail),
belief in Bhagavata Ramayana shlokas with
“minimal understanding” can be a member.

Delhi HC orders unified App for
public washroom complaints

The MCD, in its status report, claimed that a third-party audit found the condition of public toilets to be “satisfactory.”

NEW DELHI. With an aim to

address the persistent issues
plaguing public teilets in the
national capital, the Delhi High
Court has directed the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD),
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA), and New Delhi
Munieipal Council (NDMC) to
develop a single, unified
application to streamline
complaints related to
malfunctioning public
restrooms.A division bench
comprising Chief Justice Devendra
Kumar Upadhyay and Justice Tushar Rao
Gedela has mandated a meeting between
DDA acting V-C and the Municipal
Commissioners of NDMC and MCD to
explore the feasibility of the common
platform.*We expect all three agencies to
make earnest efforts in developing a
unified application to ease the process of
lodging and addressing grievances,” the
bench asserted. The matter is listed for

-m-‘

1 ELHRHIEHIG
1/ ¢ ermmedd i

registration.
& However,

J.wm”””” f-@gx“g

ll’r 'n,

\\|k

c om p 1l a i

public health,

further hearing on April 9.The directive
was issued while hearing a PIL filed by

Vo the court was not
T h \ | o \\-\,“,. convinced and directed the
‘ m[ﬂ ! il } % MCD to ensure wider publicity

of the app through newspapers
and other mediums.It also
ordered that clear signage be put
up at every public toilet,
informing users about the

mechanism.Acknowledging the
critical role of sanitation in
the court
emphasized that a single

integrated platform for grievances would  Farmers’stir: Look out circular junked

unsanitary urban environment.

Alsoin court

HC lists Rashid’s bail plea on Feb 24

The Delhi High Court on Tuesday listed for
hearing on February 24 a plea by jailed
MP Abdul Rashid Sheikh alias Engineer
Rashid on the issue of lack of a forum to
decide his bail plea in a terror funding
case. Justice Vikas Mahajan deferred the
hearing after he was informed by the
counsel for the high court administration
that the Supreme Court on Monday
clarified that the NIA court dealing with
thecase could hear the bail plea.

n t

Jan Sewa Welfare Society, which
highlighted the deplorable state of public
urinals in Delhi, citing inadequate water
supply, poor hygiene, and lack of proper
maintenance.The MCD, in its status
report, claimed that a third-party audit
found the condition of public toilets to be
“satisfactory.”It also informed the court
that a dedicated mobile app had already
been launched to facilitate complaint

significantly enhance accessibility and
efficiency.“A unified app used by MCD,
NDMC, and DDA would simplify the
complaint process, ensuring faster
redressal of grievances,” the benchnoted.

The plea underscores the urgent need for

inspection, maintenance, and expansion
of public toilet facilities across Delhi,
warning that poor sanitation poses serious
health risks and contributes to an

The Delhi High Court has quashed the look
out circular issued against two men in
relation to the 2021 farmers’ protest
saying they fully cooperated in the
investigation. Justice Sanjeev Narula on
January 31 said there was no specific
order from a judicial authority directing
the the men to remain within the country
and continuation of the lookout circular
(LOC) was “arbitrary and excessive”.
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SpaceX Rocket Carrying 23
Starlink Satellites
llluminates Night Sky Over
California

World. Inaspectacular night-time spectacle, SpaceX's
Falcon 9 rocket illuminated the skies over Southern
California on Monday as it soared into low-Earth
orbit from Vandenberg Space Force Base in Santa
Barbara County. The launch, which carried 23
Starlink satellites into orbit, was originally scheduled
for Sunday but was delayed by a day. Residents across
the West Coast of North America were treated to a
spectacular display as the rocket's fiery trail blazed
across the night sky. Videos and pictures shared on X
showed the rocket's fiery plume leaving a trail as it
ascended. The Falcon 9 rocket lifted off from
Vandenberg Space Force Base at 9:09 pm EST on
February 11. The Falcon 9's first stage returned to
Earth about eight minutes after liftoff as planned,
touching down in the Pacific Ocean on the SpaceX
drone ship "Of Course I Still Love You," Space.com
reported. According to the outlet, 23 Starlink satellites
were part of SpaceX's ongoing mission to provide
high-speed internet to remote and underserved areas
globally. The launch marked the 445th mission for
SpaceX. The company has now launched 18 Falcon 9
missions in 2025, with 12 of them Starlink flights.

The Starlink satellite constellation currently has more
than 6,900 operational spacecraft, the outlet reported.

Also Read | Potentially Habitable "Super-Earth"
Discovered Just 20 Light-Years Away

Since its first launch in 2018, SpaceX has placed
approximately 7,000 Starlink satellites in orbit, each
measuring 9.2 feet in length, 4.6 feet in width, and 0.7
feet in thickness. The company aims to expand this
network to 42,000 satellites in the coming years.

Notably, while SpaceX continues its Starlink
expansion, it recently faced a setback with its Starship
prototype. On January 16, a Starship upper stage
broke apart minutes after launch from Texas, forcing
airline flights over the Gulf of Mexico to reroute due
to falling debris.The spacecraft lost communication
eight minutes after liftoff, prompting SpaceX
Communications Manager Dan Huot to confirm an
anomaly. Video footage captured bright orange debris

streaking across the sky over Haiti, leaving trails of

smoke behind.

Turkey Issues Fake Alcohol
Warning After More Than
100 People Die From
Poisoning In Tourist
Hotspots

World. Turkey has issued a warning to avoid bootleg
alcohol in the country after around 103 people were

reported to have been fatally poisoned in two major

cities since the new year. According to the

Independent, all deaths happened in Ankara and

Istanbul, after authorities warned about a rising death

toll tied to an increase in illegal alcohol being sold

disguised as big-name brands. In Istanbul, 70 people
have died since January 14, and in Ankara, 33 have

died since January 1. Across the two cities, another
230 were hospitalised in connection with the poisoned

"booze" with 40 of those in critical condition, officials
said. In Turkey, the price of alcohol has spiked in the
last few years due to heavy taxes imposed by
President Tayyip Erdogan's ruling AK Party.

Alcoholic drink makers have also faced an
increasingly onerous tax burden and other

restrictions, the outlet reported. Moreover, the
Turkish government has again hiked taxes on alcohol
and tobacco products for 2025 on 3 January.

This high cost has pushed some consumers, shops,
restaurants and bars to rely on bootleg alcohol and
homemade drinks, leading to rising poisoning in
recent years. Istanbul's governor's office last month

said it had taken steps to combat bootleg sales and

distribution, including mandatory cameras at shops
selling alcohol, suspending or revoking sale licences,
and carrying out regular inspections. Authorities have
arrested 13 people in Ankara and 11 others in Istanbul.
They have also reportedly seized 102 tons of methanol

and cthanol in Ankara, and over 86,000 litres of

bootleg pr smuggled alcohol in Istanbul, as per The
Independent.

Indian-Origin Woman Racially
Abused On UK Train By Drunk

Jordan to take 2,000 sick Gaza kids
as Trump pushes takeover plan

WASHINGTON. Jordan's King Abdullah II
on Tuesday told Donald Trump that his
country would take in some 2,000 sick
children from war-torn Gaza, as the US
president pushed his plan to take over the
territory and push out Palestinians.

Speaking at the White House, Abdullah
added that Egypt would present a proposal
on how countries in the region could
"work" with Trump on the plan, despite
Arab nations and the Palestinians having
rejected it outright."I think one of the things
that we can do right away is take 2,000
children, cancer children who are in a very
ill state, that is possible," Abdullah said as
Trump welcomed him and Crown Prince
Hussein in the Oval Office. Trump called it
a "beautiful gesture" and said he didn't
know about it before the Jordanian
monarch's arrival at the White House.

The US president meanwhile backed down
on a suggestion that he could withhold aid
for Jordan and Egypt if they refused to take
in more than two million Palestinians from
Gaza."l think we'll do something. I don't
have to threaten that, I do believe we're
above that," Trump said. Trump stunned the

Israel threatens to restart war in Gaza if
hostages are not returned by Saturday

world when he announced a proposal
last week for the United States to "take
over" Gaza, envisioning rebuilding the
devastated territory into the "Riviera of
the Middle East" -- but only after
resettling Palestinians elsewhere, with
no plan for them ever to return.Jordan's
Abdullah was repeatedly pressed by
reporters on whether he supported the
plan, but said only that Egypt was
coming up with aresponse and that Arab
nations would then discuss it at talks in
Riyadh.

"The president is looking at Egypt coming
to present that plan... (then) we will be in
Saudi Arabia to discuss how we should
work with the president and with the
United States," Abdullah said."The
pointis, how do we make this work in a way
that is good for everybody."Tough guy'The
meeting came as the Gaza ceasefire
appears increasingly fragile, after Trump
warned on Monday that "all hell" would
break out if Hamas fails to release all
hostages by Saturday.Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Tuesday
said Israel would resume "intense fighting"

in Gaza if Hamas did not meet the
deadline.Trump said he doubted that the
Palestinian militant group would abide by
the ultimatum."l don't think they're going
to make the deadline personally. I think
they want to play a tough guy, but we'll see
how tough they are," Trump said.But he
played down the risk of a longer threat to
efforts to create a lasting peace between

Israel and Hamas."It's not going to
take a long time when you know
bullies," he added, referring to
Hamas.The Jordanian king and crown
prince earlier met Trump's National
Security Advisor Mike Waltz.King
Abdullah is a key US ally but last
week rejected "any attempts" to take
control of the Palestinian territories
and displace its people after Trump
stunned the world with his proposal
for Gaza.Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi, who is expected to visit
the White House later this week,
urged on Tuesday the reconstruction
of Gaza "without displacing
Palestinians." Analysts say the issue is
an existential one for Jordan in
particular.Half of Jordan's population of 11
million is of Palestinian origin, and since
the establishment of Israel in 1948, many
Palestinians have sought refuge there.In
1970 in what became known as "Black
September," clashes erupted between the
Jordanian army and Palestinian groups led
by the Palestinian Liberation Organization
(PLO).

AP Reporter Barred From

Trump-Musk Event Qver
"Gulf Of America" Flap

JERUSALEM. Israel Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on Tuesday said
Israel would resume "intense fighting"
in Gaza if Hamas did not return
hostages by Saturday noon, without
specifying whether he was referring to
all captives.”If Hamas does not return
our hostages by Saturday noon, the
ceasefire will end, and the IDF (Israeli
military) will resume intense fighting
until Hamas is decisively defeated,"
Netanyahu said in a statement issued
after a meeting with his security
cabinet.Israel's far-right Finance
Minister Bezalel Smotrich also called
on the prime minister to "open the
gates of hell" on Hamas if the
Palestinian militant group failed to
release all hostages by Saturday.In a
statement, Smotrich urged Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to
"inform Hamas unequivocally: Either
all the hostages are released by
Saturday -- no more phases, no more
games -- or we open the gates of hell on
them."Hamas said Monday — and
reiterated Tuesday — that it planned to
delay the release of three more

hostages after accusing Israel of failing
to meet the terms of the ceasefire,
including by not allowing enough tents
and other aid into Gaza.

Earlier Tuesday, an Israeli official said
Netanyahu ordered the army to add
more troops in and around the Gaza
Strip.Netanyahu also ordered officials

“to prepare for every scenario if Hamas
doesn’t release our hostages this
Saturday,” according to the official,
who spoke on condition of anonymity
to discuss a private meeting.So far,
Hamas has released 21 hostages in a
series of exchanges for hundreds of

Palestinian prisoners.President Donald
Trump has said Israel should cancel the
entire ceasefire if all of the roughly 70
hostages aren’t freed by Saturday.
Hamas brushed off his threat on
Tuesday, doubling down on its claim
that Israel has violated the ceasefire
and warned that it would only continue
releasing hostages if all parties adhered
to the ceasefire.The governors of
Missouri and Virginia have
declared a state of emergency in
their states, and they took to social
media to warn residents to expect
hazardous weather this
weekend.Trump is hosting
Jordan’s King Abdullah IT at the
White House on Tuesday as he
escalates pressure on the Arab
nation to take in refugees from
Gaza— perhaps permanently — as
part of his audacious plan to remake the
Middle East.Palestinians and the
international community have seethed
over Trump's recent comments that any
Palestinians potentially expelled from
Gaza would not have aright to return.

South Sudan Is World's Most Corrupt
Country, Denmark Least. India's Rank Is...

World. Denmark is the least corrupt
country in the world followed by
Finland, Singapore and New Zealand,
according to the Corruption
Perceptions Index (CPI) for 2024,
which serves as a barometer of public
sector misconduct worldwide. The
report compiled by Transparency
International placed India at 96th spot,
three positions drown from the
previous year's rank. The index ranks
180 countries and territories by their
perceived levels of public sector
corruption according to experts and
business people, using a scale of zero to
100, where "zero" is highly corrupt and
"100" is very clean. The 2024 report
highlighted that corruption is a
dangerous problem in every part of the
world, but a change for the better is
happening in many countries.As per
the list, in 2024, India's overall score
was 38 while it was 39 in 2023 and 40
in 2022. India's rank in 2023 was
93.Among India's neighbours,
Pakistan at 135th position, and Sri
Lanka at 121st spot grappled with their
respective low rankings. Bangladesh's
ranking stood further down at 149,

while China ranked 76.Many countries
had their worst showing in more than a
decade, including leading powers such
as the United States and France to
authoritarian nations suc as Russia and
Venezuela. The US dropped from 69
points to 65 and landed in the 28th
position from 24th place earlier. Other
Western nations on the decline
included France, which slid four points
to 67 and five places to 25th; and
Germany, which dropped three points
to 75 and six places to 15th. It tied with
Canada, which was down one point and
three places. Mexico also dropped five
points to 26 as the judiciary failed to
take action in major corruption cases,
Transparency International said.
Russia, which already declined
significantly in recent years, shed
another four points to 22 last year.
Transparency International noted that
Moscow's full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022 has "further
entrenched authoritarianism." It said
that Ukraine, while its score dipped one
point to 35, "is making strides in
judicial independence and high-level
corruption prosecutions."

South Sudan slid to the bottom of the
index with just eight points, displacing
Somalia although the latter country's
score dropped to nine. They were
followed by Venezuela with 10 and
Syria with 12.Transparency
International noted that "global
corruption levels remain alarmingly
high, with efforts to reduce them
faltering" in 2024. While 32 countries
have significantly reduced their
corruption levels since 2012, there is
still a huge amount of work to be done
as 148 countries have stayed stagnant
or gotten worse during the same period.

Corruption's Effect On ClimateThe
group also pointed to worldwide risks
from corruption to efforts to combat
climate change. It said that a lack of
transparency and accountability
mechanisms increases the risk of
climate funds being embezzled or
misused, while "undue influence,"
often from the private sector, obstructs
the approval of ambitious policies,
hindering progress in reducing
emissions and adapting to the
unavoidable effects of global heating.

World. The White House barred an Associated Press
reporter from covering an event with President
Donald Trump and adviser Elon Musk on Tuesday, in
what the longtime newswire said was punishment for
its style guide not adopting the president's new "Gulf
of America" label."It is alarming that the Trump
administration would punish AP for its independent
journalism," the AP said in a statement. "Limiting our
access to the Oval Office based on the content of AP's
speech not only severely impedes the public's access
to independent news, it plainly violates the First
Amendment."The Associated Press is a permanent
member of the so-called "pool" that provides round-
the-clock coverage of the president. As a newswire,
stories written by AP reporters are published in
newspapers and on websites across the US and world.

The AP's style guide is also the basis for many
broadcasting and news services, including Bloomberg
News. In a Jan. 23 guidance note, the agency said that
the "Gulf of Mexico has carried that name for more
than 400 years" and that the organization would "refer
to it by its original name while acknowledging the new
name Trump has chosen."The White House
Correspondents Association, which represents
hundreds of journalists covering the presidency,

issued a statement calling on the White House to
"immediately change course.”

"The White House cannot dictate how news
organizations report the news, nor should it penalize
working journalists because it is unhappy with their
editors' decisions," WHCA President Eugene Daniels
said. "The move by the administration to bar a reporter
from The Associated Press from an official event open
tonews coverage today is unacceptable."

During the presidential campaign, Trump repeatedly
barred media outlets from his events over their
coverage. During his first term, Trump officials
sought to strip press passes from reporters but relented
after a federal court sided with members of the media.

rassenger: "We Cnquered ndia” | Neaarly everyone in the world breathes bad air.

World. A disturbing incident of racial abuse occurred
on a train travelling from London to Manchester,
where a 26-year-old Indian-origin woman was
subjected to a vicious racist tirade by a reportedly
intoxicated man. The ordeal began on Sunday when
Gabrielle Forsyth was heading home and engaged
in a friendly conversation with a fellow passenger,
mentioning her work with a charity that supports
immigrants. However, the conversation took a dark
turn when a fellow passenger, who was drinking
from a can, overheard her comment and became
threatening and abusive, Metro reported.

A video of the incident, which has now been deleted
captured the man's racist and xenophobic rant, as he
shouted at Ms Forsyth and boasted about England's
historical conquests. He also launched a vile tirade
at fellow train passengers calling them
"immigrants".

"You're in England, you are claiming something. You
would not be in England if you weren't claiming
something. English people conquered the world and
gave it back to you. We conquered India, we didn't
want it, we gave it back to you," he said in the video.

"Alot of countries like that. Sorry about your f***ing
sovereignty or whatever it is you are. Record me
cause I'm recording you," he further said. Towards
the end of the video, the man told her, "I am not
gonna hit you, I have a girl there that lives to get hit.
She ain't getting hit right now.”
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breath of fresh air. Unfortunately, too often
our air is anything but fresh.While air
quality varies dramatically from place to
place and day to day, nearly the entire world
— about 99% of the global population —is
exposed to air at some point that doesn't
meet the strict standards set by the World
Health Organization, the agency has
reported. Polluted air, laden noxious gasses
or tiny, invisible particles that burrow into
human bodies, kills 7 million people
prematurely every year, the U.N. health
agency estimates.And for the millions
living in some of the world’s smoggiest
cities — many of them in Asia like New
Delhi; Dhaka, Bangladesh; Bangkok and
Jakarta, Indonesia — bad air might seem
inescapable.But there are things that people
can do, starting with understanding that the
air isn’t only polluted when it looks
smoggy, said Tanushree Ganguly of the
Energy Policy Institute of Chicago in India.
“Blue skies can’t guarantee you clean air,”
she said. What are the most dangerous kinds
of air pollutants and their sources?Air
pollutants often come from people burning
things: Fuels such as coal, natural gas,

transportation; crops or trees for
agricultural purposes or as a result of
wildfires.Fine, inhalable particles,
known as particulate matter, are among
the most dangerous. The tiniest of these
— known as PM 2.5 because they are
less than 2.5 microns in diameter — can
get deep into human lungs and are
mostly created by burning fuels. Coarser
particles, known as PM 10, are linked to
agriculture, roadways, mining or the
wind blowing eroded dust, according to
the WHO.Other dangerous pollutants
include gases like nitrogen dioxide or
sulfur dioxide, which are also produced
from burning fuels, said Anumita
Roychowdhury, an air pollution expert at
the Center for Science and Environment in
New Delhi.

The sources and intensity of air pollution
varies in different cities and seasons. For
instance, old motorbikes and industrial
boilers are major contributors to bad air in
Indonesian capital Jakarta while burning
of agricultural waste is a major reason for
air pollution spikes in cities in Thailand
and India. Brick kilns that burn coal adds to

pollution in Dhaka, Bangladesh's capital.
And seasonal forest fires cause problems in
Brazil and North America.

What health problems can air pollution
cause?Air pollution is the second-largest
risk factor for early death globally, behind
high blood pressure, according to a recent
report by the Health Effects Institute.Short-
term exposure can trigger asthma attacks
and increase the risk of heart attacks and
stroke, especially in the elderly or people
with medical problems. Long-term
exposure can cause serious heart and lung
problems that can lead to death, including

pulmonary disease and lung
infections.A recent analysis by the
U.N. children’s agency found that
more than 500 million children in
East Asia and Pacific countries
breathe unhealthy air and the
pollution is linked to the deaths of
100 children under 5 every day. June
Kunugi, UNICEF Regional Director
for East Asia, said the polluted air
compromises growth, harms lungs
and impacts their cognitive abilities.
“Every breath matters, but for too
many children every breath can bring
harm,” she said. What’s the best way to tell
if air is safe?Over 6,000 cities in 117
countries now monitor air quality, and
many weather mobile apps include air
quality information. But trying to gauge
how bad the air is by looking at these
numbers can be confusing.To help people
understand air quality levels more easily,
many countries have adopted an air quality
index or AQI — a numerical scale where
larger numbers mean worse air. They are
also often assigned different colors to show
whether the air is clean or not.
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IND vs ENG, 3rd ODI: India's
final chance to fine-tune side
before Champions Trophy

India returns to the hallowed halls of the
Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad for
the third and final ODI match of the series
against England. This is the first time that the
Indian team will play at the venue since their
ODI World Cup final loss against Australia
onNovember 19, 2023.

India will need to fine-tune their side before
the Champions Trophy, at the same venue
where a billion dreams came crashing down
some time ago. A lot has happened since
India's win in the Cuttack ODI as they were
dealt a major blow in the form of Jasprit
Bumrah being ruled out of the upcoming
ICC event. A shuffle in the Champions
Trophy squad was expected, and we got that
as Harshit Rana was called up to replace
Bumrah, while Varun Chakravarthy came in
for Yashasvi Jaiswal.

Jaiswal, Shivam Dube and Mohammed Siraj
were named as the non-travelling reserves
for the tournament, which will start in a
week's time.

India's Playing X1 Issues

There are multiple issues that the Indian team
is dealing with right now, and the majority of
them are their own doing.Is Shreyas Iyer part

of the main playing XI? Is KL Rahul's best
batting position No. 6? Was it right to fast-
track Varun Chakravarthy and Harshit Rana
for the ICC Champions Trophy? All of these
questions need to be answered in the final
ODI of'the series.

And not only just that, there will be an onus on
Gautam Gambhir to provide a clear picture
on Rishabh Pant and Washington Sundar,
who have not played a single match in the
series. The Indian head coach would also
need to take a call on Kuldeep Yadav, who
was benched after the first ODI match of the
series.India was concerned with the form of
two of their most senior players in the
format. One of them - the captain Rohit
Sharma - has been able to silence his critics
in the 2nd ODI match at the Barabati
Stadium in Cuttack with an impressive
hundred.Focus will be on Virat Kohli, who
would hope to play a timely knock to return
to form, just like Rohit did in the 2nd ODI.
Kohli has played just one match in the series,
where he got out to Adil Rashid - poking
outside the off-stump. Conditions might be
slower in Ahmedabad, which could prove to
bealittle difficult for him.

Champions Trophy
2025: Mitchell Starc
pulls out, Steve Smith

to lead Avstralia

New Delhi. Mitchell Starc has decided to
skip the upcoming ICC Champions Trophy
2025 as Australia finalised their squad for the
event on Wednesday, February 12. Steve
Smith will be leading the team in Pakistan as
the squad will miss the presence of the 'big 3'
pacers with Starc's withdrawal.

Starc has decided to withdraw from the
tournament for personal reasons, and will
join Pat Cummins and Josh Hazlewood on
the sidelines. Cummins and Hazlewood
decided to sit out of the Champions Trophy
due to injury concerns, while Australia will
also be without the services of Mitchell
Marsh. Marcus Stoinis will also be absent
from the squad as he announced his shock
ODI retirement ahead of the tournament.It
has been revealed that Starc will not be
commenting on why he decided to skip the
Champions Trophy as he asked for privacy.
Cricket Australia has expressed their full
support for the 35-year-old, who played a
vital role in their ODI World Cup triumph in
2023."We understand and respect Mitch’s
decision,” chair of the national selection
panel George Bailey said today."Mitch is

deeply respected for his commitment to
international cricket and the priority he
places on performing for Australia."

"His well-documented ability to play through
pain and adversity, as well as forgoing
opportunities in other parts of his career to
put his country first should be applauded."

"His loss is of course a blow for the
Champion’s Trophy campaign but does
provide an opportunity for someone else to
make a mark on the tournament."Starc
appeared to be in some discomfort during the
second Test against Sri Lanka and it is
understood that he returned to Australia right
after the match. This means that the pacer
will also miss the 2-match ODI series against
Sri Lanka, which begins in Colombo on
February 12.The loss of the 'big 3' pace trio
has opened the doors for Spencer Johnson,
Ben Dwarshius.

New

Champions Trophy squad analysis: A smart
Bumrah call and a baffling fondness for spin

A smart decision and quite a
few baffling calls contribute to
the story of India's team
selection for Champions
Trophy 2025. Five of their 15
players are spinners while a
young Yashasvi Jaiswal was
|left out after a failed
experiment in the ongoing 0DI
series against England.

New Delhi. First things first. The Ajit
Agarkar-led selection committee, coach
Gautam Gambhir, and captain Rohit
Sharma should be lauded for not taking a
risk with Jasprit Bumrah. The narrative
around team selection in the lead-up to the
deadline for finalising the squad was that

Bumrah's absence would weaken the
bowling attack and reduce its potency by
nearly 50 percent. Pundits, fans, and
former cricketers were vocal about the
need for Bumrah to be in the UAE to
shoulder the burden of the bowling attack.
However, it seems the team management
did not listen to the outside noise,
and rightly so.Despite scans
reportedly revealing no fresh injury
concerns for Jasprit Bumrah, he was
not included in the 15-man squad,
which was finalised by the Indian
cricket board (BCCI) with a
typically near-midnight press
communication on Tuesday, 11
February.

Top teams shouldn't be desperate; they

should be mindful of the long-term [

impact of decisions made with short-

term goals in mind. Rushing

Bumrah's recovery from a back injury was
probably not a risk worth taking for the
Champions Trophy. Take Australia, for
example: the world champions will be
without their captain, Pat Cummins, as
well as the other two members of their
famed trio-Mitchell Starc and Josh

Hazlewood. The Steve Smith-led side will
have a new-look bowling attack for the
eight-team tournament, starting 19

February. This demonstrates the
confidence they have in their
resources.India's Champions Trophy

squadlndia, too, are trusting the likes of
Mohammed Shami, despite his shaky
form on return from a lengthy injury
layoff, and Arshdeep Singh to lead the
bowling attack in the UAE.

And with that, we come to the end of the

discussion on thoughtful decisions in the
team selection for the Champions Trophy.

Don't bench Kuldeep Yadav for Varun Chakravarthy
in Champions Trophy Aakash Chopra

New Delhi. Aakasha Chopra has urged the
Indian team management to not bench
Kuldeep Yadav for Varun Chakravarthy
during the Champions Trophy 2025. Varun
was added to the squad for the tournament
in place of Yashasvi Jaiswal as India
finalised their squad on Tuesday, February
11.

Varun's addition meant that India will now
carry 5 spinners for the Champions Trophy
as they will play all their matches in Dubai.
The Tamil Nadu spinner had replaced
Kuldeep in the second ODI in Cuttack.
After the announcement was made, Chopra
took to X and said that the decision to go
with 5 spinners would have worked in a
venue like Sharjah and raised doubts about
whether it was the way to go in
Dubai.Chopra also urged India to play
Varun and Kuldeep together if necessary.

saying Kuldeep has to be India's premier
spinner at the event.

The former cricketer ended his tweet by "India has picked 5 spinners for Champions

Manchester City boss Guardiola struggles to
explain late collapse vs Real Madrid

New Delhi. Manchester City boss Pep
Guardiola was lost for words as he struggled
to explain how his side had another late
collapse this season in the form of their 2-3
loss to Real Madrid in the Champions
League Round of 16 qualifier on Tuesday,
February 11. City were
seemingly in cruise control by
the 80th minute as an Erling
Haaland brace had them in the
lead at the Etihad stadium.

However, former City player
Brahim Diaz' goal and Jude
Bellingham's stoppage time
winner ensured Los Blancos
stole the win in the end. This is
not the first time this season that
City have allowed a lead slip at
home. City let a 3-0 lead slip
against Feyenoord in the
Champions League, while
Manchester United were able to
get a win in the derby during
stoppage time. Speaking to the
reporters, as quoted by Reuters,
Guardiola said that his side couldn't keep the
resultin the end.

UEFA Champions League: Full coverage

We arrived at the last minute with a result and
we could not keep it," Guardiola told a press

conference."After 2-1, many games it has
happened, against Feyenoord in the
Champions League (City led 3-0 in the 74th
minute but were held to a 3-3 draw), against
Brentford in the Premier League, against
Manchester United, many games at the end

we give away," he added.Unfortunately it
has happened so many times, it's difficult."
'Blame belongs to all of us'
Guardiola went on to claim that the blame for
the loss belongs to everyone and not just the
players. The City boss admitted that his side

Trophy. FIVE. Sharjah would be an ideal
venue for this squad. Spin To Win.
Dubai?? Not so sure. That surface hasn’t
helped spinners as much...ever. Also, I
really hope that Kuldeep isn’t benched
for Varun. Play both if you must...but
Kuldeep has to be India’s premier
spinner," said Chopra.Kuldeep Yadav's
record inrecent ICC events

In the last 2 ICC events, Kuldeep Yadav
played a key role in India's success.
During the ODI World Cup 2023,
Kuldeep picked up 15 wickets in 11
matches and was India's 4th highest
wicket-taker in the tournament as India
reached the final.

The wrist spinner upped his game during
the T20 World Cup 2024 as he picked up
10 wickets in 5 matches and was once

again, the 4th highest wicket-taker for his
side.

Manchester City boss Pep
Guardiola struggled to find words
to explain his side's late collapse
against Real Madrid in the Round
0f 16 qualifier of the UEFA
Champions League on February
11. City let a 2-1 lead slip to lose
the match 2-3 and hand the
advantage to Madrid.

isn't stable enough during crucial moments
at this time."Belongs to all of us, not just the
players."

"I don't have a problem to accept. To blame

one specific player, that is ridiculous. It's all
of us, me first. And of course, the players as
well," he said."They want it, how they run,
how they do it, but the truth is we are not
stable enough in that (crucial) moment."

City will now travel to Madrid on February 19

hoping to keep themselves alive in the
tournament.

WHY FIVE SPINNERS?
There were quite a few baftling calls. First of

all is the selection of Varun Chakravarthy

in an already spin-heavy bowling line-up.

India are heading to the Champions

Trophy with as many as five spinners. Yes,
you read that right -- five of their 15
players are spinners.Yes, Varun
Chakravarthy has been in the form of
his life in T20I cricket. He was
handed an ODI debut on February 9
in Cuttack after captain Rohit
Sharma highlighted the uniqueness
and mystery that the Kolkata Knight
Riders spinner brings to the table at
the start of the series.

Gautam Gambhir's backing of Varun
has transformed the spinner's career.
After making his debut in 2021,
Varun was pushed into the

wilderness for nearly three years. Having
reinvented his craft, the googly bowler has
had a resurgent run in T20I cricket. He
rattled England's batters in the recently
concluded five-match series in India,
taking 14 wickets and earning the Player
ofthe Series award.

Australian spinner reported for
suspected illegal bowling action
after Sri Lanka Tests

New Delhi. Spinner Matthew Kuhnemann has

found himself in trouble after being reported
for a suspected illegal bowling action during
the recently concluded two-match Test series
in Sri Lanka. The Australian spinner faces
suspension if his action is deemed
illegal—meaning it exceeds the permitted
degree of arm flexion.

Kuhnemann will now undergo assessments to

determine whether his action complies with
regulations. If found illegal, he will be banned
from bowling until he remodels his action and
successfully clears further assessments. For
now, he 1s suspended from bowling in
international cricket but can continue playing
for his state side, Tasmania, in domestic
cricket. The reporting of his action comes after
Kuhnemann claimed 16 wickets in Australia's
2-0 series win over Sri Lanka. The left-arm
spinner topped the bowling charts, finishing
with two wickets more than Nathan Lyon.
Kuhnemann had played a key role in
Australia's Test match in Indore in 2023. He
picked up six wickets, including a five-wicket
haul, in the first innings of that Test.

WHAT ISILLEGALBOWLINGACTION?

Under International Cricket Council protocols,

a fair delivery means the bowler's elbow must
not straighten from the shoulder level until the
ball is released. Scientific research confirms
some elbow extension is natural, but an action
is illegal if it exceeds 15 degrees.Cricket
Australia has come to Kuhnemann's defence,
emphasising that this is the first time he has
been reported in his eight-year career at the
highest level."The Australian team was
notified of the match officials' referral
following the second Test against Sri Lanka in
Galle and will support Matt through the
process of clearing this matter," Cricket
Australia said on Wednesday"Matt has played
124 professional matches since his debut in
2017, including five Test matches and four
one-day internationals. He has played 55 Big
Bash League games since 2018."This is the
first time in those eight years of professional
cricket that his action been questioned.
Cricket Australia will liaise closely with the
ICC and independent experts in line with ICC
regulations," it added.Australia is unlikely to
be overly concerned and will hope
Kuhnemann clears the assessment.

Afghanistan's Allah Ghazanfar set to miss
Champions Trphy 2025 and IPL due to injury

Afghanistan suffered a big blow
ahead of the Champions Trophy 2025
as the young spinner was ruled out
of the tournament due to an injury.
Ghazanfar will miss the IPL 2025
season due to the injury.

Delhi. Afghanistan's young spin
sensation Allah Ghazanfar will miss the
upcoming Champions Trophy 2025 and IPL
this year after suffering an injury. The
Afghanistan Cricket Board made the
announcement on Wednesday, February 12
that Ghazanfar sustained a fracture in the L4

vertebra during the recent tour of

ZimbabweGhazanfar was all set to play his
maiden ICC event for the national team after
making an incredible start to his ODI career.

In the 11 ODIs he has played so far, the 18-
year-old has picked up 21 wickets at an
average of 13.57. Ghazanfar has been
replaced by Nangyala Kharoti in the main
squad for Afghanistan. Additionally, ACB
also announced that Mujeeb Ur Rahman
would continue to miss playing in ODlIs,

until has fully recovered.

"Afghanistan's young spin-bowling sensation,
AM Ghazanfar, has been ruled out of the ICC
Champions Trophy due to a fracture in the L4
vertebra, specifically in the left pars
interarticularis. He sustained the injury
during Afghanistan’s recently held tour

Zimbabwe, and will be sidelined for a
minimum of four months and will remain
under treatment during this period. Nangyal
Kharoti, who was part of the reserves pool,
has been promoted to the main squad for the
Champions Trophy. Additionally, Mujeeb Ur
Rahman's continues to miss the ODI action,
until he has fully recovered," read the
statement from ACB.Ghazanfar injury is
also a huge blow for the Mumbai Indians as
they had acquired the youngster for 4.8 crore
rupees during the IPL 2025 auction.
Afghanistan will begin their Champions
Trophy campaign on February 21

Afghanistan squad for Champions Trophy

2025Hashmatullah Shahidi (c), Ibrahim
Zadran, Rahmanullah Gurbaz, Sediqullah
Atal, Rahmat Shah, Ikram Alikhil, Gulbadin
Naib, Azmatullah Omarzai, Mohammad
Nabi, Rashid Khan, Nangyal Kharoti, Noor
Ahmad, Fazalhaq Farooqi, Farid Malik,
Naveed Zadran.
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Parmee
Chopra

Makes A Statement With Her
Laid-Back Alrport Look
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back, the actress had headed home to Delhi right to celebrate her cousin Siddharth

Chopra’s wedding, who tied the knot with his ladylove Neelam Upadhyaya in an intimate
yet lavish ceremony. Now, back in the city once again, the actress caught eyeballs with her ;
bubbly personality, proving why she is a paparazzi favourite.

In a video shared on Instagram, the 36-year-old actress was spotted effortlessly strutting out of
the airport terminal amid a flurry of camera flashes. Rocking an all-black outfit featuring an
oversized tee and comfy shorts, Parineeti surely nailed the casual yet chic look. She paired her
simple outfit with a baseball cap and white sneakers, proving that airport fashion can be
simple yet statement-worthy.

Astheclipplayed, the Amar Singh Chamkila actress could be seen pausing along her way
to exchange a few words with the paparazzi while flashing her radiant smile. She even
stopped briefly for the paps to click her pictures before she hopped into her car.

In other news, Parineeti created a lot of buzz in the media when she skipped attending
Priyanka Chopra’s brother’s pre-wedding festivities. Her initial absence raised many
eyebrows. However, she shut the murmurs when she arrived in Mumbai with her
husband, Raghav Chadha, to celebrate the ‘SidNee"wedding.

For the ceremony, the Ishaqzaade actress opted for an intricately embroidered crop
blazer paired up with a printed lehenga and a silk bustier. The lehenga set is from
Gazal Gupta’s brand. She opted for a statement neckpiece and bangles to add an
ocomph factor to her overall look. Parineeti dropped a series of pictures on her
Instagram, delighting her fans by giving a closer look at her modern, regal outfit.

In the caption, she wrote, “Ablazer and lehenga? YES!”

Speaking of her work front, the 36-vear-old actress is busy filming her next project
after the success of Imtiaz Ali-directed Amar Singh Chamkila, in which Diljit
Dosanjh played the titular character. Parineeti portrayed his wife and singing
partner, Amarjot Kaur. The biography, released on Netflix, immediately
became ahit among viewers. As for her new film, the actress has not divulged
many details about it except sharing about shoot locations, timings and a
bunch of her co-stars.

Urvashi Rautela

Reacts To Backlash Over Dabidi Dibidi
Dance Moves: ‘During Rehearsals. ..’

l l rvashi Rautela and Nandamuri Balakrishna’s dance moves in the song ‘Dabidi Dibidi” from their

Parineeti Chopra made a stylish touchdown in Mumbai on Tuesday morning. Just days /

recently released film ‘Daaku Maharaaj’ faced massive backlash on social media. Netizens slammed
the choreography by Shelkhar Master, calling the moves ‘crass’ and “vulgar’. Urvashi has now
addressed the criticism over the dance moves, saying that the team absolutely didn’t anticipate this
kind of a reaction. She said that they thought it would be taken positively, and that they didn’t
expect people to talk about the song in this manner.While speaking with The Hollywood
Reporter India, Urvashi Rautela said that the song Dabidi Dibidi is made for Nandamuri
Balakrishna's fans, and that every lyric is crafted according to their mindset. ““When you look
atmy rehearsal clips, everything went really well. It was like how we usually choreograph for
any song. I was working with
Master Shekar, with whom I've
collaborated before this was my
fourth time. So it wasn’t like |
was shocked or doing
something completely out of
the ordinary. During
rehearsals, everything was
smooth and under control. But
honestly, everything
happened so suddenly that it’s
been hard fo assess why
people are talking about the
choreography in this way. We
didn’t realise it would be
received like this because,
during rehearsals, everything went as planned,” said Urvashi.She further added that the way
the song was received was surprising for her. She said that it is a peppy, massy song, and that
they never anticipated the backlash. “Wenever expected people to talk about it in this manner. As a
team, we truly didn’t anticipate this reaction," she said. Urvashi thought that it would be taken
positively. However, she said that she has always kept her identity and professionalism separate. She
said that while she embraces constructive criticism, she doesn’t let it overshadow her passion for her
work.The music video of the song Dabidi Dibidi, composed by S Thaman, shows Urvashi Rautela
dressed in a crop top and skirt, while Nadamuri Balakrishna is seen hitting her belly button on beats, and
pulling her up by her dress. Later in the song, the 64-vear-old actor is seen hitting the actress on the rear.
Clips from the music video went viral on social media last month, as netizens called out the ‘cringe’ and
“vulgar’ moves.

Vidhu Vinod Chopra Kept Bobby
Deol's Kareeh Co-Star Shabana
'Hidden': "He Wanted The
World To See Her Only...

g

idhu Vmod Chopra s reputatlon as a
perfectionist on set is well known, and

filmmaker Siddharth P Malhotra recently
shared some fascinating insights into his working
style during Kareeb. The film starred Bobby Deol,
who was still finding his footing in Bollywood,
alongside Shabana (infroduced as Neha). Years
later, Shabana stepped away from films and tied
the knot with actor Manoj Bajpayee.Siddharth
recalled that VVC was so particular about
Shabana’s debut that he insisted she stay hidden
from the public eye until the bigreveal. “Vinod sir
had kept me in-charge of Shabana. She was
supposed to be kept in an apartment somewhere in
Bandra. He wanted the world to see her only the
day he brings her out," he revealed in a chat with
Siddharth Kannan.

Years later, in a 2008 interview with Rediff,
Shabana opened up about being forced to change
her name and how she never actually wanted to
act. “Butthey saw me on television and coaxed me
to do the film. They chased me. I was not
interested and refused. They spoke to my parents
and got their approval,” she shared.

Siddharth also recalled a nerve-wracking moment
on set when a water snake made an unexpected
appearance during the filming of Chori Chori.
Bobby, submerged in water for the shot, spotted
the snake and immediately called out to the
director. But VVC, determined to capture the
perfect lighting, refused to cut the shot. “There
was a water snake close to Bobby and he kept
saying ‘Vinod, there’s a snake here,”" Siddharth
recounted. Once the take was complete, Bobby
bolted in the opposite direction.

Reflecting on the experience in the same Filmfare
interview, Bobby admitted that while Shabana
had a “tough time" with VVC constantly velling at
her, he himself was treated differently. “No one
pulled me up, maybe because my father’s
famous," hehad said.

Harshvardhan Rane Celebrates
Sanam Teri Kasam's Successful
Re-run In Theatres

arshvardhan Rane is overjoyed as his
Bollywood debut Sanam Teri Kasam is

finally getting the recognition it deserves
with its re-telease. Originally released in 2016,
the film struggled at the box office, collecting
only Rs 9.11 crore despite receiving positive
reviews. However, the re-release is proving to be
a success, earning an impressive Rs 3-3.23 crore
oh Day 4 and bringing its total revenue to Rs
22.09 crore, as per the makers.Amid the film’s
renewed success, Harshvardhan was recently
spotted in the city, channelling his character
Inder from Sanam Teri Kasam.

In a video shared by Viral Bhayani on Instagram,

the actor is seen posing for the paparazzi in a grey
shirt paired with brown cargo pants—the same
outfit he wore in the film. As the clip progresses,
the Haseen Dillruba actor is seen engaging with
the paps, further delighting his fans.

Not just this, the actor also recently surprised his

fans watching Sanam Teri Kasam in the theatres.
During his appearance, Harsh wore the same
black suit that his character Inder wore in the
film’s climax scene.

Sharing a video of the same on [nstagram, the actor
wrote in the caption, “I went below the
producer’s office to request for re-release, now
next step I will do an 11 day (water only) fast
below his office to request him for Part 2. 9 years
ago, the Producer gave it their blood, Director
gave it their sweat, Mawra gave it her soul, and
now you gave it your tears!! [ will give my life for
part 2, Tamhaari Kasam.”

Helmed by Radhika Rao and Vinay Sapru, the film

also featured Pakistani actress Mawra Hocane,
Manish Chaudhary, Murali Shatma and Sudesh
Betry in pivotal roles Recently in an interview
with India Forums, filmmakers Radhika Rao and
Vinay Sapru disclosed that the sequel is already
in the works, and they have a clear idea of where
Inder’s (Harshvardhan Rane) journey will take
him next. Moreover, the makers are planning to
release Sanam Teri Kasam 2 on the occasion of
Valentine’s Day 2026 Keywords: Harshvardhan
Rane Sanam Teri Kasam, Harshvardhan Rane
spotted in the city, Harshvardhan Rane
Instagram.
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