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Pulwama marked a shift
In war against terror

On a winding stretch of the Jammu-Srinagar
highway, a convoy of 78 vehicles carrying 2,500
CRPF personnel was making its way to Srinagar
on February 14, 2019. Among them were 40
bravehearts of the 76th CRPF Battalion.
Unnoticed by the troops, a Mahindra Scorpio
packed with 200 kg of explosives, driven by 22-
year-old Adil Ahmad Dar — a suicide bomber
from the Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) — rammed into one of the buses. The
explosion killed 40 soldiers, marking one of the
deadliest attacks on Indian security forces in
decades.This was not the first time that India faced
such brutality. The 2016 Pathankot airbase attack,
the 2018 Uri terror strike and the horrific 26/11
Mumbai attacks were all grim reminders of
Pakistan's proxy war against India.

However, Pulwama became the inflection point that
tested India’s strategic patience. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s statement after the attack
reflected the nation’s resolve: “Security forces
have been given full freedom to choose the time
and place for the future course of action. Terrorists
have made a big mistake and will pay a heavy
price.”The Pulwama attack forced India to rethink
its counterterrorism strategy. For decades,
Pakistan had waged a proxy war, bleeding India
with “a thousand cuts.”While diplomatic efforts to
isolate Pakistan globally were initiated, the
national leadership, including the military,
believed a stronger response was necessary. The
challenge was to act decisively despite the nuclear
dynamics between the two nations.India had to
move beyond reactive approaches, overcoming
bureaucratic inertia, intelligence gaps and
predictable military response.Addressing the root
causes of radicalisation in Jammu and Kashmir
and transforming governance in the region became
critical. The abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A in
August 2019 was a watershed moment. It revoked
J&K’s special status, extended the jurisdiction of
Central agencies, and allowed them to target terror
funding, money-laundering and other activities
that fuelled terrorism. The state was also
bifurcated into two union territories — Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh — further integrating the
region with the rest of the country.India’s desire
for a proactive counterterrorism strategy has often It
been hindered by several barriers.First,
geopolitical constraints, including Pakistan’s
alleged support for militant groups and the nuclear
deterrence dynamics, have historically limited
India’s options.Second, intelligence gaps — due to
inadequate human intelligence, poor coordination
and technological limitations — have made pre-
empting attacks difficult.Third, legal and
institutional hurdles, such as delays in
implementing counterterrorism laws and reforms,
have slowed progress. For instance, the proposal
for a National Counter-Terrorism Centre (NCTC)
after the 26/11 attacks remains stuck in
bureaucratic red-tape.Finally, anti-India
propaganda fuelled by Pakistan and supported by
internal actors, like the Hurriyat Conference, and
overground workers has complicated efforts to
balance public demand for swift retaliation with

long-term strategic goals.Post 2014, India began IT

Balancing conservation and livelihoods in HP’s forests

The HP govt must demonstrate the political will to implement the Forest Rights Act effectively to safeguard livelihoods and justice for those facing eviction.

The longstanding issue of forest land occupation for

agriculture and habitation in Himachal Pradesh remains
unresolved. In its order on July 17,2024, the Shimla High
Court stated that encroachments on forest land cannot be
regularised by the state government without approval
from the Central government under the Forest
Conservation Act, 1980. Following this, a series of
eviction orders were issued.

In Himachal Pradesh, where two-thirds of the geographical

area is classified as forest land and 90 per cent of the
population resides in rural areas surrounded by forests,
the dependence of communities on forest resources for
survival and livelihoods is undeniable.

With agricultural land comprising only about 10 per cent of

the total area and the average landholding size being less
than one hectare, access to land remains a critical issue.

Under the Land Regularisation Policy of 2002,

approximately 1.67 lakh families applied to legalise their
occupation of forest land.Additionally, land settlement
records indicate a significant number of unauthorised
occupations. For example, during the 1989 land
settlement in Spiti, over 1,200 cases of najayaz kabza
(unauthorised occupation) were recorded, representing
nearly 50 per cent of the total households.To address the
situation, the state government decided to intervene in the
Godavaraman case pending before the Supreme Court of
India— amove that is only partially welcome.

While some aspects of this intervention align with the

interests of the affected communities, concerns remain
regarding the true intent and effectiveness of the
government's approach in protecting the people who are
facing eviction.The government's decision to approach
the Supreme Court to exclude the allottable pool and
certain other land categories from the definition of forests
is a crucial step. If the state secures relief, it could
facilitate the allocation of land to landless families and
those displaced by natural disasters.When implemented
effectively, this move could help address land scarcity
and support the vulnerable communities in need of
rehabilitation.However, the proposal to de-reserve
certain land categories should not rely solely on revenue
records. It must also include an assessment of the actual
physical and ecological status of the land.

will be necessary to present a well-founded argument,
demonstrating that this will not cause any harm to the
existing forest areas and that it will prevent new conflicts
and ecological impacts.This requires a cautious approach
as the Supreme Court, in its order from February last
year, ruled that the definition of "forest" would continue
to have a broad and all-encompassing meaning,
including 1.97 lakh square km of undeclared forest land.

The government's other decision to get the permission of

the Supreme Court to conduct a forest settlement under

’s intriguing that India continues to be the

I e . —

the Indian Forest Act, 1927 (IFA), appears unnecessary.
The Central government has already enacted the Forest
Rights Act (FRA), 2006, the very purpose of which was
to address the anomalies of the settlement processes
under the IFA. It explicitly acknowledges the failure,
terming it as a "historical injustice" to forest-dependent
communities. We don't need to reinvent the wheel to settle
the rights under the IFA. Instead of seeking the
suspension of the Forest Conservation Act, 1980, to
conduct the forest settlement process under the IFA,
1927, the focus should be on the proper implementation
of the Forest Rights Act, 2006, which was specifically
designed to recognise and safeguard the rights of forest
dwellers.

Forests in India are governed by the Indian Forest Act and

the Wildlife Protection Act (WPA). Seeking forest
settlement solely under the IFA will not fully serve the
purpose.In Himachal Pradesh, many national parks and
wildlife sanctuaries were declared without properly
settling the rights of the forest-dependent communities.
The case of settling 53 habitation rights in the Kalatop
Wildlife Sanctuary, Dalhousie (Chamba), under the FRA
highlights this issue.To address such historical oversight,

Defence conundrum

Cutting down on imports a big challenge

the state government must advocate for the recognition of
the rights provided under the Forest Rights Act, which
applies to all types of forest land.The government must
demonstrate the political will to implement the FRA
effectively to safeguard livelihoods and justice for those
facing eviction.It should first intervene in the high court,
where it is already a party, and request time for the FRA
implementation to protect the eligible right-holders from
eviction.Delaying action under the pretext of the
Supreme Court intervention, while neglecting the
available legal recourse, merely shifts responsibility and
leaves the vulnerable communities without protection or
justice.The rights of people and forest conservation must
go hand in hand. A well-balanced approach — one that
safeguards livelihoods while ensuring communities take
responsibility for conserving the natural resources they
depend on — can be achieved through the legal
framework provided by the Forest Rights Act.

This will help uphold both the rights of the forest dwellers

and the integrity of the forests.

The government must act now to not only protect the rights

of those who rely on forests for their survival but also
uphold justice and sustainability in forest governance.

that could hit many Indian companies. India,

to adopt a more assertive approach. Surgical
strikes across the Line of Control (LoC) in 2016
and 2019 demonstrated India’s willingness to use
military force.Diplomatic efforts to isolate
Pakistan and designate terrorists gained
momentum.However, Pulwama demanded an
even stronger response.On February 26, 2019, the
Indian Air Force conducted airstrikes on a JeM
training camp in Balakot, Pakistan. This marked
the first use of air power against Pakistan since
1971 and signalled a significant shift in India’s
strategy.The strikes, which killed hundreds of
terrorists, effectively called Pakistan’s nuclear
bluff and raised the threshold for India’s response
to terrorism.Pakistan retaliated with airstrikes on
Indian military targets, leading to a dogfight in
which India lost a MiG-21 Bison and its pilot.
Wing Commander Abhinandan Varthaman was
captured, but not before he had shot down a much
superior aircraft in terms of capability, the F-16 of

world’s biggest arms importer despite the Modi
government’s consistent emphasis on self-
reliance (Atmanirbharta) and indigenous
production in the defence sector. In his address at
the ongoing Aero India 2025 in Bengaluru,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said the
evolving global security scenario demanded
innovative approaches and stronger partnerships.
But is greater strategic collaboration helping
India become a global powerhouse of defence
research, development and innovation? Or is it
making the country more dependent on foreign
manufacturers? These questions need to be
addressed with an open mind by the Centre as
well as the top brass of the defence forces.

The government’s resolve to cut down on arms

imports and boost exports is being put to the test by US
President Donald Trump. He is insistent that India
should buy more US-made security equipment. Trump,

which is keen on co-production of Stryker combat
vehicles and fighter jet engines, needs to ensure
that such deals are not skewed in favour of the US.
Russia’s preoccupation with the Ukraine war has
prompted India to rely less on its traditional
defence partner and focus more on acquisitions
from Western nations in a bid to diversify
supplies. Transfer of technology is a prerequisite
for bolstering domestic production in the long
run, but some Western firms have shown
reluctance on this count. The Defence Minister
has asserted that India does not believe in
transactional relationships or imposing solutions.
However, the same cannot be said with
confidence about the country’s top partners. New
Delhi must judiciously prioritise its strategic
interests, striking a balance between indigenous
capacity-building and its ‘Make for the world’
aspirations.

who is set to host Prime Minister Modi, wants a ‘fair’
trading relationship with New Delhi. And he has made
no bones about his zealousness to introduce new tariffs
on steel and aluminium imports into the US, a move

the Pakistani Air Force.

On February 7, the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) successfully tested the re-ignition of the made-
in-India CE20 cryogenic engine in space-like vacuum
conditions at the ISRO Propulsion Complex,
Mahendragiri, Tamil Nadu. This is another remarkable
milestone in ISRO’s saga of indigenous cryogenic
technology.Most of us turn off the motor while driving
down a slope and let gravity accelerate us downward.
We restart the engine and continue driving as we
approach the foothill. Similarly, to place satellites in
various orbits or for intricate interplanetary missions,
we must turn on the cryogenic engine mid-flight, after a
period of days or months. For example, a lander mission
to Mars will require the engine to be turned on after
roughly 10 months. Currently, ISRO has only one
engine, the Liquid Apogee Motor, which can be re-
ignited and powered by liquid fuel.

In the trial, the upgraded CE20-U engine worked as
planned under fuel tank pressure conditions expected to
prevail while restarting mid-flight. ISRO will make
additional alterations and perform step-by-step trials
before rolling out the CE20-U engine for the next-
generation launch vehicle.When released, pressurised
air exits a balloon, thus propelling it in the opposite
direction. This illustrates the basic rocket principle,
known as Newton’s third law. Likewise, if hot gas can be
generated and released from a nozzle, the rocket can be
made to propel forward in the opposite direction.
Combustion requires fuel and oxygen, which are
referred to as propellants. Rocket propellants are of
three types: solid, liquid and gaseous. Instead of a solid
propellant, one might utilise kerosene and a suitable
oxidiser as fuel. This is a liquid propellant rocket. Solids
and liquids are less voluminous than gases. In normal
temperature and pressure, the amount of water in its
vapour stage will take up 16 times the space it would

ISRO’s indigenous thrust gets a fillip

Equipped with re-ignition capability, cryogenic engine set to power spacecraft on ambitious missions

take in its liquid state. As a result, gaseous fuels must be
cooled to liquefy them before they can be used as rocket
fuel. That is cryogenic fuel. The term ‘cryo’ means ice-
cold or chilled. Cryogenics is the science and
technology of substances at temperatures below -153°C,
the boiling point of methane. The most common
cryogenic propellants are hydrogen liquefied at-253°C
as fuel and oxygen liquefied at -183°C as oxidiser. When
liquefied hydrogen and liquefied oxygen combine, they
are highly reactive and produce steam.The lighter the
gas, the lesser the energy required to accelerate it. As
hydrogen is the lightest of the atoms, we can use it as
fuel and liquid oxygen as an oxidiser to achieve more
thrust per kilogramme of fuel, making it ideal for
space travel. Cryogenic rockets are critical for deep
space missions such as lunar landings and
interplanetary probes and for putting larger payloads
into geostationary orbit 36,000 km above earth’s
surface.The US, Russia, Japan, India, France and
China are the only countries operating cryogenic
rocket engines. These engines are used only in the
upper stage of the vehicle and operate beyond the
earth’s atmosphere after the vehicle has entered
space. According to international consensus,
anything more than 100 km beyond the earth’s
surface is considered space.If cryogenics are more
efficient, why not use them immediately at liftoff? The
high efficiency of cryogenic engines is not suitable for
the initial launch stages, where more raw power is
required to overcome gravity.

Once the red light turns green, you try to go as fast as
possible. You need fuel with good pickup. However,
while driving long distances on a motorway, a fuel-
efficient engine benefits your wallet and the
environment. Petrol vehicles have a higher initial pickup
than diesel cars, but the latter have more pulling power

and mileage. Similarly, the launch vehicle must
overcome inertia, climb into the sky, race against

gravity’s gripping hands and then overcome
atmospheric drag. Solid or liquid fuel with a powerful
thrust is the best option. However, once there is no

atmospheric resistance in space, the vehicle is already
propelling, and a fuel-efficient engine provides superior

mileage.The Soviets and the Americans fought to create

more efficient launch vehicles capable of putting

heavier spacecraft into orbit, reaching the moon, and
undertaking interplanetary travel. The RL10, which

debuted in 1963, was the first cryogenic rocket engine

built in the US. It was utilised in the Saturn 1 rocket

during the early stages of the Apollo moon landing
mission and still powers US launch vehicles.
The Soviets designed the RD-56, also known as the

11D56, at about the same time in 1964. They shifted

their focus from fully cryogenic to semi-cryogenic,

developing the powerful RD-180, which used liquid

kerosene and liquefied oxygen as launch propellants. In
parallel, the Soviets developed a better-designed
cryogenic engine, the KVD-1, that was sold to India.

By the 1990s, ISRO was looking for cryogenic technology
and had initially approached Japan and the US. The
engines were far too pricey. Meanwhile, the Soviets
were eager not only to sell their KVD-1 engines but also
to transfer knowledge, allowing ISRO to manufacture
and produce its own cryogenic engines at a significantly
lower cost than that quoted by US corporations.

In the following months, the Soviet Union
collapsed and the US exerted pressure on Russia
not to export the technology, claiming that India
might use it as a nuclear missile. The argument
was flimsy because missiles must be ready for
launch in seconds, while cryogenic engines
require at least 24 hours of fuelling. It was a
hypocritical irony because the US came forward
only months ago to sell engines at significantly
higher prices. The Russians honoured their word
and delivered six engines, but they could not
impart technology due to the American
embargo.Slapped with the ban, ISRO learnt
from the six engines and created its own
cryogenic engine, CE20. The Indian design is
not a replica, as the Russian engines are staged

combustion engines, but the made-in-India CE20 are

gas-generator cycle engines. After years of hard labour,
the CE20-powered LVM3 launch vehicle delivered the

GSAT-19 into geostationary transfer orbit on June 5,

2017. The engine was fitted in the Chandrayaan 2 and 3

launch vehicles. The human-rated engine will assist

Indian astronauts in reaching orbit during the

Gaganyaan expedition. With re-ignition capability, the

CE20 engine will power Indian spacecraft on ambitious

interplanetary missions.
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ITC in talks to acquire MTR Foods and
Eastern Condiments in $1.4 bn deal

# Eastern, and its international business
L . into a single entity named Orkla India.
ITC is in preliminary

MTR Foods and Eastern Condiments
. ) ) ¢ have established strongholds in the

discussions with Norway s

Orkla ASA to acquire two of its

brands as part of its efforts to

expand presence in the

southern Indian spice market
I

NEW DELHI. Diversified conglomerate
ITC Lid is in carly discussions with
Norway’s Orkla ASA fo acquire ifs
Indian subsidiaries, MTR Foods Pvt Ltd
and Eastern Condiments Pvt Ltd, for
approximately $1.4 billion, according to
a report by Mint. This move aims to
strengthen ITC's presence in the
southern Indian market. Known for its

Carlyle combines India's
Highway, Roop to build
global auto parts platform

NEW DELHI. Carlyle Group has acquired
controlling stakes in India’s Highway Industries
and Roop Aufomotives, combining the two
manufacturers to form a diversified global
automobile components platform, said the
investment company ina staternent.

The deal was executed through Carlyle AsiaPartners
and continues the company’s bet on India’s
advanced manufacturing sector. The transaction
amount was not disclosed in the statement.
Highway and Roop manufacture forged and
precision-machined components, steering
aggemblies, and power train parts for electric,
hybrid, and internal combustion engine vehicles.
The platform will have a portfolio of more than
1,500 products, clients in 17 countries, and 12
plantsand 14 international warehouses.

Carlyle plans to “deepen its footprint™ in auto
components and expand the platform through
further acquisitions. The founders of Highway and
Roop will hold stakes in the platform. Mohit
Oswal, managing director of Roop, will be non-
executive chairperson in the new entity.

“We believe India offers a tremendous opportunity
in the advanced manufacturing sector, particularly
in the auto components supply chain for both
domestic and export markets,” said Amit Jain,
managing director and head, Carlyle India
Advisors. “We believe creating scale with
consolidation will enable investments in
technology, talent and systems, which will allow
the platform to deliver an enhanced value
proposition for its customers.” The platform will
benefit from Carlyle’s global network and
operational expertise. The new entity’s board will
also include Mark Blaufuss, an industry veteran
with more than 30 years of experience, and Kishore
Saletore, former executive directorand groupehief | The next decade presents an
financial officer at Bharat F()rgc. Oppgftunity tor the country
The deal is part of Carlyle’s broader push into to lead sustainable
industrials. The firm has invested more than $32 manufacturing by driving
billion in the sector globally, including $1.1 billion the energy transition and
in Asiaas onDecember 31, 2024 bolstering technology

. exports, said N Venu, MD &
Pesky calls: Trai seeks 2-

(IPO) for its Indian business as recently
as September 2024, However, the
company is now cvaluating whether a
private sale could yield a more
favourable valuation. If the negotiations
with ITC do not result in an agreeable
outcome, Orkla may proceed with the
IPO ag an alternative strategy, Mint
reported.
Indian spice market
The Indian spices market is substantial,
with a valuation of Rs 2,00,643.7
crore in 2024 and projections to reach
Rz 5,13,253.9 crore by 2033,
reflecting a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 10.56 per cent during
this period. Should the deal
materialise, ITC would significantly
enhance its footprint in the southern
Indian food market, positioning itself as
a strong competitor against established
brands like Everest and MDH in the
spices sector. Neither entity has
confirmed reports on potential
acquisition.

Sensex, Nifty open
higher as cooling
inflation boosts

market sentiment

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock market indices
opened higher on Thursday as inflation cooled
down to hit a 5-month low as per data released
by the government. The S&P BSE Sensex was
up 163.21 points to 76,334.39, while the NSE
Nifty50 gained 46.25 points to 23.091.50 as of
930 AM.

Dr. V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment

Sudeep Santram Dalvi, senior VP, Strategist, Geojit Financial Services, said thata
director and chief Dpositive domestic trigger is the better-than-
communication officer, of  ¢xpected decline in CPI inflation in January to
Toyota Kirloskar Motor said 4-31% from 5.22 % in December 2024."The

diversified portfolio spanning FMCG,
hotels, and agribusiness, this potential
acquisition for ITC represents a
strategic moveto bolster its offerings in
the food segment, particularly in
gouthern India. The company has been
actively seeking opportunities to
expand its presence in the spices and
ready-to-cook food sectors. As part of
its efforts, ITC acquired Sunrise E
Foods, a spices manufacturer, in 2020,
and more recently, in February 2025,
announced the acquisition of
Prasuma, a brand specialising in
frozen and ready-to-cook foods.
Orkla ASA and its Indian subsidiaries
Orkla ASA 1s a Norwegian industrial
investment company that entered the
Indian market by acquiring MTR Foods
in 2007 and later expanded its footprint
by purchasing a majority stake in
Eastern Condiments in 2020, In Cctober
2023, Ockla restructured its Indian
operations, consolidating MTR,

ready-to-cook and spices segments,
particularly in the southern states of
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, and Kerala.Their combined
market presence would provide ITC
with a significant advantage in these

regions. Initially, Orkla had
contemplated an initial public offering

Next decade presents huge opportunity
in manufacturing sector in India: Experts

centre," Venu said. He added that the

company is investing in Karnataka  steady progress in our highways and

not only for energy transition in the  infrastructure,” he added.

State but also for powering the global Mudlapur added that the government

energy transition. has done a lot in the last one decade,
Guruprasad Mudlapur, President &  and as an industry, we need to do

Managing Director, Bosch Group in  more. He stressed on strengthening
industrial ecosystems,
advancing tech and focusing on
cleantech and sustainability, as
these are key for staying ahead.

BENGALURU. Initiatives such as and infrastructure base. We have seen
Production-linked incentives (PLI),
semiconductor ecosystem
development and tax reforms have
gspurred the growth of the

manufacturing sector in the country.

CEO - India and South Asia,
Hitachi Energy. Speaking at

] 0|. f | f Invest Karnataka 2025 here around 7 to 8% of the total GDP  decline in inflation trajectory justifies the
Ines on Ie oS 10r about "Made in India for the is being contributed by the MPC’s rate cut this month and creates a

. » World', he said Karnataka is automotive sector. "If you look favourable condition for another 25 bp rate cut
VIO I a I' 10NS leading from the front, and it at the BV penctration today, we  inApril. This augurs well fot the stock market in
is the ideal investment are just less than 5%." he said.At general and rate-sensitives in particular, From

NEW DELHI. Telecom regulator Trai on destination. another session on the future of  the market perspective, the elephant in the room

cotitinues to be the sustained FII selling which is
showing no signs ofabating," he added.
Bajaj Finserv emerged as the top gainer on

skilling, experts spoke about the
importance of Al Avinash
Avula, President of Applied

The company has committed
Rs 1,000 crore investments
in Kamataka and it will

Wednesday intensified its crackdown on pesky
calls and mesgages with new rules, that preseribe
fines ranging from Rs 2 lakh to Rs 10 lakh for

————

recurring and repeated instances of violation, in
cases where telcos misreport the count of such
spams.The regulator hag mandated all telecom
operators to analyse calls and SMS patterns based
on parameters, such as unuvsuvally high call
volumes, short call durations, and low incoming-
to-outgoing call ratios to flag potential spammers
in real-time. The amendment in the regulation in
Telecom Commercial Communications Customer
Preference Regulations comes with a graded
penalty, that will be imposed on telecom operators
in cage they fail to implement the provisions of the
rule."A financial disincentive (FD) of Rg 2 lakh
for the first instance of violation, Rs 5 lakh for the
second instance of violation and Rs 10 lakh per
instance for subsequent instances of violation,
shall be imposed on access providers in case of
misreporting of the count of UCC," Trai said.

The new penalties will be levied, in addition to
existing fines imposed on telecom operators
against invalid closure of complaints, and not
fulfilling their obligations in respect of
registration of approved message headers and
content templates. The new rules will be
implemented in two phases within 30and 60 days.

Trai has given more power to subscribers for filing
complaints against pesky callers and spammers.
Cnce the new norms are rolled out, subscribers
will get seven days to report about peslkey calls and
SMS instead of the three days limit at present.
Subszcribers will not need to register under Do Not
Disturb' list for making complaints against
unregistered pesky callers means those who call
from phone numbers that do not start with prefix
like 140 and 160. agencies

Consumption, investment to
push economy, says Piyush
Goyal

invest over the next four to

five years, with a focus on
localisation and talent
development."We are planning fo

expand our factory in Mysuru, and we

have been expanding our R&D

India, Bosch Limited, stressed the
need to develop strong infrastructure
manufacturing that is very critical in
terms of logistics. He said, "Over the
years, the government has put in a lot
of measures to strengthen the logistics

Materials India & VP
Semiconductor Products Group Asia,
pointed out that with Artificial
Intelligence, the human eclement
diminishes, but it is still the biggest
value addition.

Coca-Cola to Apple: Global firms bank
on India amid market slowdown

NEW DELHI. Top executives from

major multinational consumer
companies, including Coca-Cola,
Harley-Davidson, Philip Morris
International, Yum! Brands,
Carlsberg Group, Pernod Ricard,
Apple, Beiersdorf, and Skechers,
havehighlighted India as a significant
growth market. As global demand
slows, India has stood out as a strong
performer in their receni earnings
calls, particularly for the December
quarter and the 2024 financial year,
according to a report by The
Economic Times. Many of these
corporations cater to mid- to high-
income consumers, focusing on
discretionary spending.

However, brands like Coca-Cola,
Diageo, and Colgate alse have a
strong toothold in the mass market,
which has recently experienced an

Coca-Cola bets big on India

urban slowdown. Despite these
challenges, their leadership remains
optimistic about India’s potential.

The
Economic Times report quoted Coca-
Cola’i‘.1 Chief Fmﬂ{a;lciaEIOfﬁccr, John
M sayi t India is a market
wil‘rlllﬁ‘ttyemgnu(ll%us runway ahead” and
a “vibrant” business environment. He
said a “significant portion™ of the
company s capital investment in 2025
will be directed toward India and
Africa. In a notable achievement,
Coca-Cola’s fruit drink brand Maaza
became its 30th hillion-dollar brand
lastquarter,

driven by strong volume growth. India

outshines China for Beiersdorf
Vincent Warnery, CEQ of German
skineare company Beiersdorf,
emphasigsed India’s growing
importance, even surpassing China.

New Income Tax
rules; makes no

He pointed out India’s ‘booming’
market and significant opportunities
in untapped categories like face care,
the report said. Apple, Skechers, and
AO Smith post strong growth  Apple,
Skechers, and AC Smith reported
robust growth in India during the
October-December quarter. Apple
achieved record sales, with the
iPhone emerging as the top-selling
smartphone in the country. Alcohol
giants Pernod Ricard and Carlsbzra%
credited India for their regio
growth despite subdued demand for
spirits globally. Carlsberg CEOQ Jacob

arup-Andersen acknowledged
India’s complexity as a market but
confirmed plans to increasc
investments in 2025, focusing on
expanding capacity for the 2026
seagon and strengthening sales and
marketing efforts.

Nifty50, advancing 3.34%, while Cipla showed
strong momentum with a 2.52%rise.
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Tata Steel gained 2.49%, followed by Bajaj
Finance which added 2.18%. Rharat
Electronics Limited rounded off the gainers
with a 2.16% increase.On the losing side, Tata
Consumer Products led the declines, falling
0.53%, while Tata Consultancy Services
dropped (.34%. Hero MotoCorp slipped
0.18%, HDFC Bank edged lower by 0.13%, and
Tech Mahindra dipped 0.10%.

All sectoral indices traded in green in early trade
with Nifty Pharma leading the gains.

Others also saw an increase with heavyweight
financial and banking stocks pushing markets
up after six consecutive sessions of losses for
the Dalal Street.

bill focuses simpler
structural changes

BENGALURU. Commerce and industry minister R S T e—

taxation of earnings from online games,

Piyush Goyal said the combination of growth driven
by consumption, alongside growth propelled by
investment can serve as fwin pillars for India's

Contrary to speculations, the

old tax reqgime has not been

pages carlier. The Income Tax Act,
1961 with 298 sections and 14
schedules has now been recouped into
536 sections over 23 chapters with 16

and transfer of virtual digital assets.It
infroduces the concept of “tax year’ to
replace assessment and financial year,

references, Amit Maheshwarl, tax
partner, AKM Global, points out that
clauses from the other laws such as

economic advancement, "Economists will tell you
that consumption-led growth, coupled with
investment-led growth, can together become the twin
pillars on which India's growth story will rapidly scale
up," he said at the Invest Karnataka event held in
Bengaluru on Wednesday.""When you give Rs 1 lakh
crore to consumers, the multiplier impact of that is at
least 2.5 times in terms of the consumption demand
that the marketplace receives. And when Rs 11.2 lakh
crora is invested in one year on infrastructure
creation, the multiplier impact of that is 3.5 times,
which spurs investimeni-led growth. On these twin
pillars, India will see rapid growth," he said. In the
Budget, FM Nirmala Sitharaman gave relief fo
taxpayers by announcing that there will be no tax on
income up to Rs 12 lalh under the new regime. Goyal
spoke about boosting exports and manufacturing by
infroducing new policies to propel the toy and
footwear industries. "Our exports are now 3.3 times
what they were five years ago. We will soon introduce
policies to further promote manufacturing in toys and
footwear so that we can become a global champion in
these sectors," he said. Over the past decade, Goyal
said India attracted nearly $700 billion in FDI.

‘wealth tax’ has been incorporated
clearly in the code as
compared to earlier
referencing which was making
the interpretation complex.
| The new Bill has increased the
compliance and reporting
mechanisms, Clause 3508
requires detailed reporting of
crypto transactions, clause 510
mandates Annual Information
Statements (AIS) for better
taxpayer franspatency and
clanse 511 enforces
international tax reporting for
cross-border transactions.
According fo Rajat Mohan,
senior partner, AMRG
Associates, the bill grants CBDT greater
procedural powers to frame schemes and
rules, similar to GST. The new proposed
law bars civil courts from interfering in
tax matters, ensuring direct tax
administration authority.

thus eliminating the chances of

schedules. The number of proviso and

aholished and will continue to
; explanations has been
operate alongside the new substantially reduced and the

. references to rules and other

regime. sections have been curtailed,

making the law ecasier to
NEW DELHL The new Income Tax Bill ~_comprehend.Under the new
is more about consolidation of scattered ~ Proposed law, incomes not forming
tax provisions, simplification and Partof total income have now been
climination of redundant laws than  Moved to schedules to simplify the
about rate ir structural changes. The Bill, ~ Statute. Deductions from salaries
which is likely to be tabled on Thursday, Such as standard deduction,
maintaing the existing tax rates and gratuity, leave encashment ete,
leaves capital gainstax rules unchanged. hi‘"e now egfle“ ftaé)qlated at og .
Contrary to speculations, the old tax P19 di]gSt aEOely Szatnt‘]’f e
regime has not been abolished and will ~ 9Ver EENL fechons 2 b
continue to operate alongside the new All the deductions have been puf
regime. The new tax reginte has been put undel',r chaplt?;\;l’ﬂ Ifrom Claqsg 1 23h
in chapter XIII of the Bill under the head £ AUSE L LoBr e PROVIRIONS. toxe
- Determination of tax in special cases. been summarised in tabular format such
Most of the rate changes announced in the as TDS provisions, presumptive
budget have been incorporated in the

taxation rates, assessiment time limits
bill.The new bill is crisper and shorter  S1c; The bill has a_ scparate clause
with 622 pages as compared to 823

confusion. A tax year would comprise
12 months from April-March of relevant
financial year. The language of the law
has been simplified. For instance. the
term ‘notwithstanding™ has been
replaced with ‘irrespective of anything’

(Clause 194) which provides for ¢ many places.Giving an example of
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AAP's Amanatullah Khan seeks pre-arrest bail,
denies aiding murder accused's escape

The bail plea pertains to a fresh FIR registered against Amanatullah Khan for allegedly obstructing a police
operation to arrest an accused in a2 murder case.

New Delhi. Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
leader Amanatullah Khan moved |
the Delhi Rouse Avenue Court
seeking anticipatory bail in a newly
registered FIR on Wednesday. The
court is set to hear his plea today.
Khan had requested protection
before joining the investigation,
claiming that the allegations against |
him were unfounded.

The bail plea pertains to a fresh FIR
registered against Khan for
allegedly obstructing a police
operation to arrest an accused in amurder
case. Police said the incident, which
happened in Jamia Nagar, helped the
accused escapepolice custody.

The AAP leader, who won the Okhlaseat for
a third time in the February 5 Assembly
polls, has claimed that the allegations
againsthim are false.

s
A

AAP's Amanatullah Khan gets
pre-arrest bail for "helping'
accused flee cops

New Delhi. AAP leader Amanatullah Khan was granted
pre-arrest bail by the Delhi Rouse Avenue Cowrt on
Thursday after Delhi Police accused him of helping a
murder case accused flee cops. The court directed him
to join the probe whenever summoned by the
Investigating Officer (I0). The police have been
instructed to ensure that his questioning takes place
under CCTV surveillance. The next hearing in the case
is scheduled for February 24.The AAP MLA moved
the Drelhi Rouse Avenue Court seeking anticipatory
bail in a newly registered FIR on Wednesday. Khan
had requested protection before joining the
investigation, claiming that the allegations against
him were unfounded.

According to the police, AAP MLA Amanatullah Khan
was allegedly protecting accused Chavez Khan, who
has been declared a proclaimed offender (PO) or a
fugitive by the court.In a letter sent to Delli Police
Commissioner Sanjay Arora via email, Amanatullah
Khan alleged that the Delhi Police was framing him in
a false case.Khan said that the crime branch team had
caught Chavez Khan during a raid, but he was out on
bail and had presented bail documents. However,
court records indicated that Chavez Khan had been
officially declared a fugitive.

"Some people in the Delhi Police are implicating me ina
false case. The person whom the Delhi Police had
come to arrest is (out) on bail. The police are
implicating me in a false case to hide its mistake,"
Amanatullah Khan saidin the letter dated February 12,

He added that he went to “save™ Chavez when he was
asked to help the man who was being “threatened” by
the police.

Permanent alimony, maintenance
can be granted even if marriage

void: Supreme Court

New Delhi. The Supreme Court has ruled that
permanent alimony and interim maintenance can be
granted underthe Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, even if
a union is declared void. The top court also said that
whether such a relief can be granted or not depends
on the facts of each case.

The ruling on Wednesday by a bench comprising
Justices Abhay S Oka, Ahsanuddin Amanullah and

',j :
\

-
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Augustine George Masih in response to areference
made by a two-judge bench headed by Justice
Vikram Nath last year.

The reference was taken due to conflicting decisions
of the Supreme Court on the question of providing
permanent alimony or maintenance to either spouse
even after the marriage is declared void under
Section 11 of the Hindu Marriage Act.

"A spouse whose marriage has been declared void
under Section 11 of the 1955 Act is entitled o seek
permanent alimony or maintenance from the other
spouse by invoking Section 25 of the 1955 Act," the
Supreme Court said.Section 25 provides
discretionary powers to the family court to grant
permanent alimony upon passing of "any decree"
underthe Hindu Marriage Act.

"Whether such a relief of permanent alimony can be
granted or not always depends on the facts of each
case and the conduct of the parties," it added.

According to reports, AAP MLA
Amanatullah Khan was allegedly
protecting accused Chavez Khan, who has
been declared a proclaimed offendet (PO) H
or a fugitive by the court.

In a letter sent to Delhi

Commissioner Sanjay Arora via email, «
Amanatullah Khan claimed that he was in

i !

Police

hiz constituency and not on the run
and alleged that the Delhi Police
~ was framing him in a false case.
_# Khan said that the crime branch team
*  had caught Chavez Khan during a
taid, but he was out on bail and had
presented bail documents.
However, court records indicate
that Chavez Khan had been
officially declared a fugitive.
Amanatullah Khan is accused of
allegedly attacking a police team
with his supporters when the team
reached Jamia to nab Chavez Khan. He
allegedly freed the accused from the
police custody and helped him escape.
owever, the AAP MLA denied being on
the run and alleged that the Delhi Police
was framing him in a false case.
Some people in the Delhi Police are
implicating me in a false case. The person

whom the Delhi Police had come to arrest
18 (ouf) on bail. The police are implicating
me in a false case to hide its mistake"
Amanatullah Khan said in the lefter dated
February 12.

He added that he went to “save”™ Chavez
when he was asked to help the man who
was being “threatened” by the police.

“I was asked to save that person who, [ was
told, was a resident of the area. I do net
have any close relations with that person.
When [ agked the locals, I got to know that
those people (in plainclothes) were
threatening him," Amanatullah Khan said
in the letter in Hindi. It was later revealed
that the person had got "anticipatory bail"
from the Saket court in 201 8. Despite this,
the people in plainclothes, who claimed to
be from the police, were trying to arrest
him and threatening the others, he added
inthe letter.

Security tightened at Jamia; 10 students detained
for protesting action against two PhD scholars

NEW DELHI. Over 10 Jamia Millia
[slamia University students were
detained by Delhi Police for protesting
against the university's disciplinary
action against two PhD scholars, who
were served show-cause notices for
allegedly organising a demonstration
last year, an official said on Thursday.

The protest began on Monday, with
students condemning what they termed
as the administration's "crackdown on
student activism."The university
claimed the protesting students
vandalised university property,
including the central canteen, and broke
the gate of the security advisor's office,
forcing the administration to take
action. According to police sources, the
university requested police
intervention to remove the students
from the protest site to maintain law and

order.

"We removed over 10 sfudents at around

4 am after receiving a request from the
university administration. Further, we
have deployed heavy police security
outside the campus to maintain law and
order,” apolice source said.

Sharing a statement from the university,

another police officer said that over 10
students had been detained and further
investigation was underwaylIn a
statement, the university said a handful
of students called for a protest,
unlawfully gathering in the academic
block since the evening of February 10.

"5Since then, they have not only disturbed

the peacefill conduct of classes but also
prevented other students from
accessing the Cenfral Library and
attending classes at a time when mid-
semester exams are about to begin," the

statementread.
It said protesting students vandalised
university property, including the

central canteen, and broke the gate of

the security advisor's office, forcing the
administration to take action.

"They have viclated university miles and
were found carrying objectionable
contraband items. The university

administration, talking a strong view of

the damage to university property,

defacement of walls, and obstruction of

classes, has taken preventive measures
to ensure academic activities continue
as normal," itadded.

Despite the university administration
offering fo discuss their demands
through a committee, the students
allegedly refused to engape with the
administration, including the
Supervisor, Head, and Dean, it said.

Aaditya Thackeray's 'traitor' jab at Eknath
Shinde after Sharad Pawar's praise

Aadtiva Thackeray's remarks came a day ofter NCP (SP) founder Shurad Pawar proised Maharashira Deputy Chief Minister

Eknath Shinde for his work when he was the Chief Minister.

New Delhi.Shiv Sena (UBT) !
leader Aaditya Thackeray on
Thursday launched a sharp
attack on Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde,
saving that the party would never
honour someone who breaks a
party or a family."l will not
comment on Sharad Pawar's age,
seniority, or principles, butas per
our principle, we will never
honour a person who works
against Maharashtra. A traitor to
Maharashtra is a traitor to the
nation. He (Shinde) has not only
split our party and family but has
also weakened Maharashtra’s
industrialisation. Farmers' suicides,
crimes against women, and
unemployment have increased in the
last 2-3 years under their rule. We will
never honour a person responsible for
such wrongdoings," Aaditya
Thackeray said when asked about his
stance on Sharad Pawar felicitating
Eknath Shinde.

Thackeray’s remarks came a day after

U

NCP (8P) founder Sharad Pawar
praised Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde for his work
when he was the Chief Minister.

On Tuesday, Pawar, who heads the NCP

(SP) tfaction, felicitated Shinde with
the award 'Mahadji Shinde Rashtra
Gaurav Puraskar', on the occasion of
the 98th All India Marathi Literary
Conference, which the NCP founder
chairs. However, Pawar's move did not
ga down well with Shiv Sena (UBT)

Cas

leaders including party chief
Uddhav Thackeray.Sena (UBT)
spokesperson Sanjay Raut also
criticised the move, saying
felicitating Eknath Shinde was
like honouring Home Minister
Amit Shah, as Shinde split the
Shiv Sena with his help.
However, Pawar's party said it
was a programme about
literature and not politics.

This is not the first time that
Sharad Pawar has praised his
opponents beyond the political
sphere.Last month, Pawar, in a
surprise praise, credited the

Rashtriva Swayamsevak Sangh (RS5)

for the BIP's landslide victoty in the

2024 Maharashtra Assembly polls.The

BJP-led Mahayuti secured a landslide

victory in Maharashtra, winning 230

of the total 288 seats. The Shiv Sena

and NCP headed by Ajit Pawar won 57

and 41, respectively. The MVA

managed 46 seats, with the Thackeray-
led Shiv Sena (UBT) getting 20 seats,

the Congress 16 and NCP(SP) 10.

Dokra artwork, silver table
mirror: PM Modi's gifts for
Macron, French First Lady

New Delhi. During his visit to France this weel,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi presented
President Emmanuel Macron and First Lady
Brigitte Macron with gifts, symbolising India's
rich cultural heritage and traditional
craftsmanship PM Modi presented the President
Dokra artwork, depicting musicians with studded
stoneworlk, and silver hand-graved table mirror
with floral and peacock motifs fo the First
LadyDokra art is a popular fraditional metal-
casting technique from Chhattisgarh. [t uses bell
metal -- an alloy of brass, nickel and zinc oxide —
and showcases intricate craftsmanship.

Rooted in the region's rich tribal heritage, this
artwork, using the ancient lost-wax technique,
depicts traditional musicians in poses,
highlighting the cultural significance of
music.Meanwhile, the gift to the First Lady has
roots in Rajasthan's rich tradition of metalwork.
The mirror's infricate silver frame features floral
and peacock motifs, symbolising beauty, nature
and grace.

Besides his presents to the French First Couple,
Prime Minister Modi also brought eco-friendly
gifts for US Vice President JD Vance's children.

Vance was also in Paris to attend the AT Action
Summit.PM Modi gave a wooden railway toy set
to Vivek Vance, the Vice President's eldest son, and
a jigsaw puzzle featuring Indian folk paintings to
second child Ewan Blaine Vance To JD Vance's
youngest child, daughter Mirabel, the Prime
Minister gifted awooden alphabet set.

On Monday, the Prime Minister arrived in France on
atwo-day visit, during which he co-chaired the Al
Action Summit in Paris with President Macron
and also inaugurated the first-ever Indian
Consulate in the city of Marseille, amongst a host
of other things.

Days after BJP came to power,
Delhi witnessing prolonged

power cuts: Atishi

NEW DELHI. Days after the Delhi election
results, caretaker CIM Atishi on Thursday hit out
at the BIP, saying the city has been facing
prolonged power cuts.Speaking to media persons,
the caretaker CM said, "As soon as the BIP
government came to power, long power cuts
starfed happening in Delhi. The BJP workers also
made several complaints about power cuts on
socialmedia."

Atishi further alleged that as soon as the BIP
government came to power in Delhi, the power
system has been ruined. People troubled by power
cuts have started buying inverters. Now they are
admitting that they made a mistake thistime in the
elections and brought the BJIP government to
power.The AAP on Wednesday alleged that
infighting within the BJP over the selection of

Delhi’s Chief Minister is causing hardships for
the people.

AAP Chief Spokesperson Priyvanka Kaldcar said
that several days have passed since the election
results, yet the BIP has failed to appoint a Chief
Minister for Delhi, leading to prolonged power
cuts across the city.

Speaking to the media, she highlighted that the
BIP’s delay in finalising a Chief Ministeris a clear
sign of factionalism within the party. “Their
factions are meeting in groups of ten because they
cannot agree on who should lead Delhi. Their
internal conflict is ongoing, but why should the
people of here bear the brunt of 1t7 On Tuesday,
reports of prolonged power cuts emerged from
several parts of the city. The BIP mustput aside its
differences, appomnt a CM without delay, and
focus on governance."She further said that while
the AAPis working on strengthening the party, the
people of Delhi should not have to suffer.

Indian courts under pressure from Modi
government? DY Chandrachud counters BBC

New Delhi. DY Chandrachud, former Chief
Justice of India (CH), faced tough
questions on diverse issues ranging from
alleged political interference in the Indian
judiciary and Prime Minister Narendra
Madi's controversial visit to his home to
key judgments as he appeared on BBC's
HARDtalk.During the mietview with
Stephen Sackur, he addressed contentious
cases such as the Ram Temple judgment,
the Article 370 abrogation, and the
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and
provided a robust account of the delicate
balance between legal independence and
political realities. The former CJI
underscored that despite the challenges,
the judiciary remains committed to
upholding the rule of law and ensuring
that every citizen's rights are profected.
reinforcing its status as a pillar of
democratic governance.

He reiterated that the higher courts in India,
especially the Supreme Court, have senta
clear message that they are here to
safeguard personal liberties and that's
why the judiciary has the faith of the
people.

DYNASTYININDIAN JUDICIARY

To a question about whether there is a
dynasty problem in the Indian judiciary
and whether it is dominated by elite, male,
Hindu upper caste men like him, Justice
(retd) Chandrachud disagreed."If you

look at the lowest levels of recruitment
to the Indian judiciary, the district
judiciary, which is the base of the
pyramid, over 50 per cent of the new
recruifs commg into our states are
women. There are states where the
recruitment of women goes up to 60 or
70 percent.”

He said the higher judiciary now reflects
the status of the legal profession 10
years ago.

"What's happening now, as the reach

education, particularly legal education,
has reached women, that gender balance
you find in law schools is now reflected in
the lowest levels of Indian judiciary. In so
far as gender balance in concerned, you
find an increasing number of women
coming into the district judiciary and

these women will be climbing up,"

said.In response to the question about

being the son of a Chief Justice, he said  takingplace," he said.

ChiefJustice of India.

of

vou look at the overall profile

he

"Thaf's why I spent three years at Harvard

Law School doing my studies. I entered a
cowrt for the first time after he retired. If

Indian judiciary, most lawyers and judges
are first-time entrants info the legal
profession. So quite contrary to what you
said, it is not that our judiciary is either
upper caste or... in the higher echelons of
the judiciary, the movement of women to
more responsible positions is just about

that his father, former Chief Justice of PRESSURE FROM MODI
India YV Chandrachud, had told him not
to enter a court of law so long as he was The former Chief Justice was asked if he

GOVERNMENT

had te deal with political pressure during

his term. Sackur quoted an editorial in The
New York Times which said that,
according to political opponents, the
ruling BJP had leaned on the courts to
protectits own.

DY Chandrachud said the 2024 general
election results debunked the myth that
India is combining towards a one-party
state."If you look at the states in India,
the states are where the regional
aspirafions and identities have come to
the fore, and so many of our states in

India you have regional political parties

which have done exceptionally well, and

they are ruling those states,” he
said.Sackur then cited Gujarat High Court
upholding the conviction of Opposition
leader Rahul Gandhi which was later
paused by the Supreme Court to highlight
that "there is a problem with courts mn

India with the courts being used for

political purposes.”

of the
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Chilling Audio Of Moment
Doomed Titanic Submersible
Imploded Released

World The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration has released a chilling audio of the
moment the Titan submersible imploded, killing all
five passengers instantly as they descended towards
the Titanic wreck site. The 20-second audio clip,
published on Friday by Defense Visual Information
Distribution Service (DVIDS), features a burst of
static, a thunderous boom and then an eerie return to
white noise - believed to be the final sounds of the ill-
fated submersible. Officials said that boom was the
sound of the sub imploding before reaching the
Titanic wreck on the bottom of the North Atlantic
Ocean on June 18, 2023. According to the New York
Post, the recording was picked up by a moored
passive acoustic recorded about 900 miles away
from where the OceanGate vessel buckled under the
water pressure. The US Coast Guard said the clip
reveals "the suspected acoustic signature of the Titan
submersible implosion."The Titan submersible
tragedy in 2023 claimed the lives of five individuals,
including renowned British adventurer Hamish
Harding, father-son duo Shahzada and Suleman
Dawood, French national Paul-Henri Nargeolet, and
Stockton Rush, CEO of OceanGate Expeditions.

The incident prompted intense scrutiny over the sub's
engineering as reports surfaced that the vessel had
significant design flaws and was never
independently certified for deep-sea travel.

Also Read | Why Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg Was
Almost Sentenced To Death In Pakistan

The Titan's mothership had lost communication with
the small submersible less than two hours into the
dive, triggering a frantic search for the missing
vessel. Its debris was discovered four days later by a
remotely operated underwater vehicle. In October
2023, the US Coast Guard announced that it had
recovered the last pieces of the submersible.

Later, investigators concluded tht the sub had several
structural flaws and safety hazards and had not been
independently reviewed - as is standard practice -
before setting off for the depths of the ocean. They
revealed that the sub was plagued by numerous
problems during previous expeditions, including 70
equipment issues reported in 2021 and 48 more in
2022.

Eggs Worth Rs 33,000 Stolen
From US Cafe Amid Soaring
Prices, Probe On

North Korea is tearing down a key venue that once
hosted reunions for families separated by the Korean
War, South Korea confirmed on Thursday, calling the
move "inhumane."The Mount Kumgang Reunion
Centre, which facilitated emotional meetings between
long-separated relatives, is being demolished by
Pyongyang, Seoul’s unification ministry said.

‘Trampling on wishes of separated families’

"The demolition of the Mount Kumgang Reunion
Center is an inhumane act that tramples on the earnest
wishes of separated families," a spokesperson for the
ministry stated.South Korea "sternly urges an
immediate halt to such actions" and "expresses strong
regret,”" the official added."North Korea's unilateral
demolition cannot be justified under any pretext, and
the North Korean authorities must bear full
responsibility for this situation."

Decades of separation

Since 1988, more than 133,600 South Koreans have
registered as “separated families,” meaning they have
relatives in the North. However, as of 2025, only
around 36,000 are still alive, according to official
figures.For years, some families were allowed to meet
at the Mount Kumgang resort in planned reunions, but
these meetings often depended on political relations
between the two Koreas. The last reunion was in 2018.

The reunions were a rare chance for aging family
members to meet their loved ones after decades apart,
but North Korea has frequently used them as a
bargaining tool in negotiations with Seoul.

Gas explosion at Taiwan food
court kills one and leaves 11
hospitalised

TAIPEI. A gas explosion at a depart.ment store in
Taiwan on Thursday killed one man and left 11 others
hospitalized, fire authorities said.

The blast occurred at the food court on the 12th floor of
the Shin Kong Mitsukoshi department store in
Taichung City. Among the 11 people who were
hospitalized, four had no vital signs, the Taichung Fire
Bureau said.Dozens of firefighters were deployed to
the scene at about 11:30 am. Parts of the building's
exterior were damaged and scattered fragments were
strewn on the streets. Taichung mayor Lu Shiow-yen
told reporters at the scene that she felt the shock at her
office nearby. She said the fire bureau would focus on
a rescue operation first, but an investigation was also
underway and officers were checking whether there
were other sources of danger.

Video posted on social media and verified by AFP
showed the moment of the explosion, with cladding
and other debris flying off the building and dust
billowing from inside."l was working in the city
goernment building around 11:30 am and because it's
right next to Shin Kong Mitsukoshi department store,
[ feltavibration," Lu said.
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Tulsi Gabbard confirmed as DNI:

Tulsi Gabbard of Indian origin

World. Tulsi Gabbard, the newly confirmed

Director of National Intelligence (DNI),
has made history in multiple ways. As the
chief intelligence officer of the United
States, she now oversees 18 intelligence
agencies, including the CIA and NSA, and
serves as the principal intelligence advisor
to the president. Beyond the political
implications of her appointment, there has
been renewed curiosity about her
background, particularly whether she is of
Indian origin.The short answer is
no—Tulsi Gabbard does not have Indian
ancestry. She was born in American Samoa
to a diverse family background. Her father,
Mike Gabbard, is of Samoan and European
descent, while her mother, Carol Porter
Gabbard, is of European heritage. Despite
her lack of Indian lineage, she has a well-
documented connection to Hinduism, a
faith that is predominantly associated with
the Indian subcontinent.

Gabbard’s spiritual journey into Hinduism

has played a significant role in her personal

and political life. Raised in a multifaith
household, she gravitated toward Hindu
philosophy as a teenager, particularly the
teachings of the Bhagavad Gita. Over time,
she aligned herself with the Vaishnava
tradition, which emphasizes devotion to
Krishna. Her deep commitment to
Hinduism has been evident throughout her
career—she took her congressional oath on
the Bhagavad Gita and has often spoken
about the values of karma yoga (selfless
action) and bhakti yoga (devotion) in
public life.However, her religious
background has also sparked controversy,
particularly regarding her alleged ties to the
Science of Identity Foundation (SIF), a
religious organization founded by Chris
Butler. SIF, often described as an offshoot
of the Hare Krishna movement, has been
criticized for its cult-like structure and
strict adherence to Butler’s teachings.
Gabbard’s childhood association with the
group, along with her family’s
involvement, has led to speculation about

Butler’s influence on her political career.
Critics argue that her ties to SIF could raise
concerns about bias or external influence in
her role as DNI, where objectivity and
independence are crucial.

Despite these criticisms, Gabbard has sought

to distance herself from SIF, stating that she
does not follow Butler’s teachings and
instead identifies as a Vaishnava Hindu.
Her supporters argue that her religious

beliefs should not be used against her,
especially when many American
politicians openly practice their faith.
Gabbard’s appointment as DNI is
groundbreaking not only because she is
the first Hindu to hold the position but also
because of her unorthodox political
trajectory. A former Democratic
congresswoman, she later aligned herself
with conservative figures and endorsed
Donald Trump. Her foreign policy
positions, including her willingness to
engage with authoritarian leaders and her
criticism of US interventionism, have
often placed her at odds with both major
parties.As she takes on the role of Director
of National Intelligence, Gabbard faces
significant challenges, including
skepticism from lawmakers on both sides
of the aisle. While her Indian connection
remains spiritual rather than ancestral, her
leadership in the intelligence community
will be closely watched, especially given
the ongoing scrutiny of her past affiliations.

Techie Who Lost Bitcoin Worth Rs 6,500 Crore
Plans To Buy Landfill Where He Thlnks It's Buried

World In a desperate bid to recover
his lost fortune, a computer expert
is planning to purchase an entire
landfill in South Wales, where he
believes his hard drive containing
8,000 Bitcoin, worth a staggering
$775 million (nearly Rs 6,500
crores), is buried. According to the
Guardian, James Howells'
desperate attempt comes aftera 12-
year search and a recent high court
defeat, which denied him
permission to search the landfill.

With the council announcing plans to
close and cap the site, and even
securing permission for a solar
farm on part of the land, Howells'
chances of recovering his lost Bitcoin
seemed all but lost. However, by
buying the landfill, he hopes to gain
access to the site and finally retrieve
his prized hard drive.It was quite a
surprise to hear of the landfill's closure.
It [the council] claimed at the high
court that closing the landfill to allow

me to search would have a huge
detrimental impact on the people o
Newport, whilst at the same time they
were planning to close the landfill
anyway," he said.

"I expected it would be closed in the
coming years because it's 80/90% full
—but didn't expect its closure so soon.
If Newport City Council would be

willing, 1 would potentially be
interested in purchasing the landfill
site 'as is' and have discussed this
option with investment partners and
it is something that is very much on
the table," he added.

James Howell's multlmllhon dollar
misfortune began in 2013 when his
partner mistakenly threw away a
hard drive containing the keys to his
Bitcoin wallet. Now buried under
100,000 tonnes of waste in a
Newport landfill, the hard drive
remains inaccessible despite its
growing value.

Halfina Eddy-Evans, the mother of

Howells' two teenage sons, told Daily

Mail that nearly a decade ago, she took

the hard drive to a landfill in Newport,

Wales, as part of a cleanup at Howells'

request. "Yes, I threw away his

rubbish. He asked me to," she
explained. "I had no idea what was
inside. Losing it wasn't my fault."

Taiwan detects 6 Chinese aircraft, 8
vessels operating near its waters

Taipei [Taiwan]. Taiwan on
Thursday detected six
sorties of People's
Liberation Army (PLA)
aircraft, eight People's
Liberation Army Navy
(PLAN) vessels, and one
official ship operating
around the island as of 6 am
(UTC+8).

According to Taiwan's
Ministry of National
Defence (MND), four of the
six aircraft sorties crossed
the median line and entered E=
Taiwan's northern Air
Defense Identification
Zone (ADIZ).

In a post on X, MND wrote, "6 sorties of
PLA aircraft, 8 PLAN vessels and 1
official ship operating around Taiwan
were detected up until 6 a.m. (UTC+8)
today."On Wednesday, 30 PLA aircraft,
seven PLAN vessels, and one official
ship were detected around Taiwan's
territory. Of the 30 aircraft, 23 crossed
the median line into Taiwan's northern,
southwestern, and eastern
ADIZ.Additionally, the MND said that

two US naval vessels sailed through the
Taiwan Strait from north to south on
February 10.

On Tuesday, MND had detected 32
aircraft from the PLA, eight vessels
from PLAN, and one official ship
operating nearby its shores as of 6 am
(UTC+8). The MND noted that 22 of
the aircraft crossed the median line and
entered Taiwan's northern and
southwestern ADIZ. It also detected
two balloons from China.In recent
weeks, China had visibly increased its

capacity to conduct
amphibious assaults on
Taiwan's beaches with new
naval equipment. This
included the formal launch
of an advanced landing
helicopter assault (LHA)
vessel, unique in the world,
and the mass production of
floating bridge docks to aid
ship unloading during
beach landings.

The Taiwan-China conflict
remained a longstanding
geopolitical issue centred
on Taiwan's sovereignty.
While Taiwan functioned as

a de facto independent state with its

own government, military, and

economy, Beijing considered it a

breakaway province under the "One

China" policy.Since the Chinese Civil

War (1945-1949), when the Republic

of China government retreated to

Taiwan, China had used diplomatic,

economic, and military measures to

pressure Taiwan, which continued to
assert its independence with strong
domestic support. (ANI)

OpenAl questions Musk-led
USD 97.4 billion takeover
bid, citing contradictions

Washington DC [US]. OpenAl's board of directors has

raised concerns over a USD 97.4 billion takeover bid
led by Elon Musk and others, questioning the rationale
behind the proposal, as reported by The New York
Times on Wednesday.

On Monday, a group of investors led by Musk made a
USD 97.4 billion bid to acquire OpenAl's assets. In
response, OpenAl CEO Sam Altman took a jibe at the
offer on X, saying, "No thank you, but we will buy
Twitter for $9.74 billion if you want." Musk responded
by calling Altman a "swindler."In a court filing on
Wednesday, OpenAl argued that Musk's offer
contradicted his legal stance in a lawsuit he filed
against the company last year. The filing pointed out
that Musk had previously asserted that OpenAl's assets
must remain with the nonprofit and should not be
transferred to another organisation for public gain. The
company is essentially accusing Musk of hypocrisy. In
his lawsuit, he argued that OpenAl must be governed
by the nonprofit. Now, OpenAl contends, he is arguing
the opposite, The New York Times reported.

As of now, OpenAl's board has not made a formal
decision on the offer.

Meanwhile, Marc Toberoff, a Los Angeles lawyer who
filed the lawsuit against OpenAl on behalf of Musk,
said in a statement to The New York Times on
Wednesday, "The lawsuit is not about who controls
OpenAl. It's about Sam Altman and OpenAl's
misconduct."He added, "If OpenAl's board is prepared
to stipulate to take the 'For Sale' sign off the charity's
assets in its so-called 'conversion,' Musk will withdraw
his bid. But, of course, OpenAl will never do that."

Notably, Musk and Altman have been at loggerheads for

quite some time.In August last year, Musk filed a
lawsuit accusing OpenAl of putting profits before its
initial nonprofit mission of advancing Al in a way that
benefits all of humanity.This month, a United States
federal judge had said that parts of Elon Musk's lawsuit
against OpenAl to halt its conversion to a for-profit
entity might go to trial, adding that the Tesla CEO will
have to appear in court and testify, Al Jazeera reported.

It is, however, pertinent to note that Musk co-founded
OpenAl with Altman in 2015 but left before the
company took off and subsequently founded the
competing Al startup xAlin 2023.

Russian President Putin Agrees To Begin Negotiations
On Ending War In Ukraine: US PreS|den’r Trump

World President Donald Trump upended

three years of U.S. policy toward Ukraine
on Wednesday, saying that he and Russian
leader Vladimir Putin had agreed to begin
negotiations on ending the war following a
sudden prisoner swap. Trump said he spent
more than an hour on the phone with Putin
and “I think we’re on the way to getting
peace." He noted that he later spoke with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, but he was noncommittal about
whether Ukraine would be an equal
participant in U.S. negotiations with
Russia. “I think President Putin wants
peace and President Zelenskyy wants peace
and [ want peace," Trump told reporters in
the Oval Office. “I just want to see people
stop being killed.” Ofhis conversation with
Putin, Trump said, “People didn’t really
know what President Putin’s thoughts
were. But I think I can say with great
confidence, he wants to see it ended also, so
that’s good — and we’re going to work
toward getting it ended and as fast as
possible.”Trump noted that he would
“probably” meet in person with Putin in the

near term, suggesting that could happen in
Saudi Arabia. Trump speaking to Putin
sent a potentially dramatic signal that
Washington and Moscow could work to
hammer out a deal to end fighting in
Ukraine by going around that country’s
government. Doing so would break with
the Biden administration, which
steadfastly insisted Kyiv would be a full
participant in any decisions made.

TRENDING NOW

included dlscussmn of “opportunities to
achieve peace” and Kyiv’s “readiness to
work together at the team level.”“l am
grateful to President Trump,” he said.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said
the conversation between Trump and Putin
covered a good deal of ground, including
the Middle East and Iran, but that Ukraine
was the main focus. Peskov said Trump
called for a quick cessation of hostilities
and a peaceful settlement, and that

Asked specifically about Ukraine being an
equal member in the peace process, Trump
responded, “Interesting question. I think
they have to make peace."In another blow
to Ukraine’s Western-leaning aspirations,
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said at
NATO headquarters in Brussels that
NATO membership was unrealistic for
Ukraine. “I don’t think it’s practical to
have it, personally," Trump said later about
NATO membership for Ukraine. He added
that Hegseth had said “it’s unlikely or
impractical. I think probably that’s true.
”After Russia invaded Ukraine in February

2022, the Biden administration joined other
NATO members in vowing that
membership in the Western military
alliance was “inevitable.”Trump said
Wednesday of Russia: “I think long before
President Putin, they said there’s no way
they’d allow that.””They’ve been saying
that for a long time that Ukraine cannot go
into NATO," Trump said. "And I'm OK
with that.”Response from Zelenskyy and
the KremlinDespite all that, Zelenskyy
sought to put a brave face on what many in
Ukraine will see as a major disappointment.
In a social media post, he said he had “a
meaningful conversation" with Trump that

“President Putin, in his turn, emphasized
the need to remove the root causes of the
conflict and agreed with Trump that a long-
term settlement could be achieved through
peace talks.” “The Russian president
supported one of the main theses of the U.S.
president that the time has come for our two
countries to work together,” Peskov told
reporters. “The Russian president invited
the U.S. president to visit Moscow and
expressed readiness to host U.S. officials in
Russia for issues of mutual interest,
naturally including Ukraine, the Ukrainian
settlement.
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Kevin Pietersen slams
England for not training
after Nagpur loss

AHMEDABAD. A "gobsmacked" Kevin
Pietersen has lashed out at the England team
for their lack of practice during their tour of
India, stating that the players should have
been facing net bowlers and working on their
ability to play spin.England endured a
disastrous tour, suffering a 4-1 defeat in the
T20I series before being whitewashed 3-0 in
the ODIs.While England held a couple of
training sessions before the tour began in
Kolkata with the first T201, they held one
session each in Chennai and Rajkot before
the second and third T20Is.But no sessions
were held ahead of the fourth and fifth T20Is
in Pune and Mumbai respectively.

They also did not hold training sessions before
the second and third ODIs at Cuttack and
Ahmedabad."I'm sorry, but [ am absolutely
gobsmacked that England did not have ONE
team practice session since losing the 1st
ODI and losing the T20 series," a frustrated
Pietersen wrote on his X account.

"How can this be? Seriously, how? I believe
Joe Root was the only player to have a net
this series, post Nagpur," he added.

England's inability to handle spin has been a
glaring issue throughout the series, raising
serious concerns ahead of next week's
Champions Trophy in Pakistan and the UAE.

"There isn't a single sportsman on this planet
who can honestly say, that they'd improve
without practicing whilst they're getting
beaten. There also cannot be one player in
that England side that can sit on the plane
leaving India and saying to themselves, they
did everything they can to try help England
win.""And for that, I'm am actually
incredibly sad this evening. Losing is fine if
you're giving your best to improve everyday
and if England didn't train during this series
then they didn't try. Heartbreaking for any
England fan!"According to reports, England
stopped net sessions due to mounting
injuries and a packed schedule."Injuries are
part of sport and this schedule is like every
bilateral series almost ever played. Injuries
are NOT stopping batters from batting
against net bowlers and learning the art of
playing spin. And that's where they should
have been to IMPROVE!""Trust me on this
one as it saved my career against spin!" he
added.

IPL 2025: Virat Kohli,
Rajat Patidar
frontrunners for RCB
captaincy role

New Delhi. IPL franchise Royal Challengers
Bengaluru is set to announce its captain for
the upcoming season on Thursday with star
batter Virat Kohli and Rajat Patidar being the
frontrunners for the position. Kohli was the
RCB captain between 2013 and 2021 before
stepping down as Faf du Plessis took over.

But RCB released Du Plessis, who was their
skipper from 2022 to 2024, ahead of last
year's mega auction. The 40-year-old Du
Plessis will play for Delhi Capitals this
season. Kohli has a fine record as RCB
captain, though he could not land them the
title. The 36-year-old has led RCB in 143
matches, the second-longest stint as captain
after the legendary Mahendra Singh Dhoni
for Chennai Super Kings.Kohli has 68 wins
and 70 losses and four no-results to show as
RCB leader. In 2016, Kohli led the franchise
to the IPL final, and made 973 runs, to date
the highest for a batter in a single IPL season.

In IPL 2024, Kohli was the top run-getter
with 741 runs at a strike-rate of 154.

On the other hand, Patidar was among RCB's
retained players ahead of the auction and has
the experience of leading Madhya Pradesh in
the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy and Vijay
Hazare Trophy. The 31-year-old Patidar had
guided Madhya Pradesh to the SMAT final
where they lost to Mumbai by five wickets.
He was also the second highest run-getter,
behind Ajinkya Rahane, with 428 from 10
matches at an average of 61 and at a strike-
rate of 186.08.

New Delhi.

Champions Trophy: Dangerous Afghanistan
set for higger heights on debuf

The deadline day for finalising
squad for the Champions
Trophy is here. With the 1CC set
to lock-in squads on February
11, Tuesday, will India make
changes to its preliminary side

New Delhi. Afghanistan are making their
Champions Trophy debut and are the
underdogs. But the seven other participating
teams in the tournament cannot undermine
them by any stretch of the imagination.
Under Hashmatullah Shahidi’s captaincy,
the Afghans have taken giant strides. In the
ODI World Cup on Indian soil, they got the
better of heavyweights like Pakistan and
England, and nearly took down Australia.In
the Men’s T20 World Cup, they knocked the
Aussies out to qualify for the semi-final.
Already possessing a strong spin-attack, the
Afghans have always strengthened their
batting unit, which could pose a massive

threat to the big teams in the Champions
Trophy. One shouldn’t raise eyebrows if
Afghanistan go on to lift the title, the
probability of which isn’t nil.In the
upcoming tournament, Shahidi’s men will
start their campaign on Friday, February 21,
against South Africa at the National
Stadium in Karachi. Let’s now have a
look at how the Afghans can go deep
into the Champions Tropy.

The Gurbaz factorRahmanullah
Gurbaz smacked three hundreds
from 11 ODIs in 2024, which fetched
him a spot in the ICC ODI Team of
the Year.

The youngster was in decent form last
year after scoring 531 runs at an
average of 48.27 with a top score of
121 against Ireland at the Sharjah
Cricket Stadium. Having notched
eight hundreds and six fifties in only
46 ODIs, Gurbaz has turned out to be
abrute force.

Gurbaz takes on the opposition bowlers early
on, not letting them settle down. If he takes
off in the powerplay, Afghanistan would be
on the front foot. Although he struggled a
wee bit in the SA20 and ILT20, one would
expect him to strike gold for the Afghans.

More responsibility on Omarzai

After kicking off his career in the ODI World
Cup 2023, Azmatullah Omarzai hasn’t
looked back. Last year, he won the award for
the ICC ODI Cricketer of the Year. In 2024,
Omarzai scored 417 runs from 14 ODIs at an
average of 52.12 and took 17 wickets with

two four-wicket hauls against Bangladesh
and Zimbabwe.

In February 2024, Afghanistan lost to Sri
Lanka by 42 runs in Pallekele, but Omarzai
stole the limelight with an unbeaten 149-run
knock off 115 balls, laced with 13 fours and
six sixes. Omarzai needs to be on top of his
game for the Afghans to perform well on
debut.The spin terror

Liverpool's Arne Slot, Jones shown red in
chaotic Merseyside Derby vs Everton

Liverpool's Merseyside Derby
aqainst Everton ended in chaos
with three red cards, a fiery brawl,

and Arne Slot's ejection after a
dramatic 2-2 draw, leaving tensions
high despite Liverpool maintaining
their Premier Leaque lead.

Liverpool’s Merseyside
Derby against Everton ended in dramatic
chaos as three red cards, an intense on-
field brawl, and a furious exchange
between Liverpool manager Arne Slot
and referee Michael Oliver
overshadowed a thrilling 2-2 draw at
Goodison Park on February 13.

Everton stunned the Premier League

leaders early, with Beto breaking the
deadlock in the 11th minute, sending the
home crowd into raptures. However,

Liverpool responded swiftly, as Alexis
Mac Allister fired in a 16th-minute
equaliser to restore parity. The Reds
gradually took control, and it was once
again their talisman Mohamed Salah
who delivered, putting Liverpool ahead
in the 73rd minute.With time running
out, it seemed like Arne Slot’s men were
on course for another crucial three

points. However, Everton had other
plans. Deep into stoppage time, James
Tarkowski struck a dramatic equalizer in
the eighth minute of added time, sending

Goodison Park into wild celebrations and
dealing a frustrating blow to
Liverpool.But the real drama unfolded
after the full-time whistle. Everton’s
Abdoulaye Doucoure sparked chaos by
taunting Liverpool fans, leading to a
heated confrontation with Curtis Jones.
The altercation quickly escalated,
resulting in both players being shown red
cards. Tensions continued to
boil over as Liverpool
manager Arne Slot stormed
onto the pitch, confronting
referee Michael Oliver in
frustration. Slot’s aggressive
handshake with Oliver saw
him receive a straight red card,
capping off an extraordinary
night.While Liverpool remain
atop the Premier League table,
the emotional fallout from the
heated derby could have
repercussions heading into
their upcoming fixtures. Slot’s potential
touchline ban and the suspension of
Curtis Jones might prove costly as the
title race intensifies.

Jos Buttler backs England teammates after
India loss, rejects 'unserious’ claims

Jos Buttler defended his England
teammates after their 3-0 ODI series
defeat to India, dismissing criticism
from the likes of Kevin Pietersen and
Ravi Shastri, who questioned England's
training approach and preparation
ahead of the Champions Trophy.

New Delhi. England captain Jos Buttler has
defended his teammates following their 3-0
ODI series defeat to India, dismissing claims
that the squad lacked seriousness in their
preparation. Former England captain Kevin
Pietersen and ex-India coach Ravi Shastri
were amongst those who criticised the
team’s approach, pointing out that players

prioritised golf over intense training
sessions.After India clinched a dominant
series win with a convincing victory in the
Ahmedabad ODI, questions were raised
about England’s commitment and readiness.
Many felt that the Brendon McCullum-
coached side failed to prepare adequately,
leading to their lackluster performances in
both the T20I and ODI series. However,
Buttler refuted these claims during the post-
match press conference, insisting that the

team’s training sessions were well-
structured and taken seriously.“I'm not sure
that's quite true, to be honest. We had a
reasonably long tour, a few long travel days.
There's been a couple of times we've not
trained, but we've certainly done plenty of
training throughout the tour,” Buttler said.

“We obviously try and create a really good

environment, but don't mistake that for a
lazy environment or a lack of effort. The
guys are desperate to perform and do well
and improve,” he added.England’s famed
Bazball approach struggled to make an
impact in the white-ball series, raising
concerns ahead of the Champions Trophy.
The batting unit failed to deliver
consistently, with key players unable to step
up against a dominant Indian bowling
attack. The bowling department, too, lacked
penetration, with veteran leg-spinner Adil
Rashid standing out as one of the few
positives.

Afghanistan have always boasted of a strong
spin-attack. Rashid Khan, AM Ghazanfar,
Mohammad Nabi and Noor Ahmad have
been sensational for them in white-ball
cricket. At the age of Ghazanfar, who has an
IPL deal with the Mumbai Indians, has two
five-wicket hauls in ODls.

But Ghazanfar won't be a part of
Afghanistan's campaign after he was
ruled out due to a fracture in his L4
vertebra. In his place, the Afghans
have roped in the 20-year-old
Nangeyalia Kharote, who has taken 11
wickets and scored 41 runs from seven
ODIs.Rashid Khan would be flying
high after becoming the all-time
leading wicket-taker in T20Is. Nabi
might not be as lethal as Ghazanfar and
Rashid, but he adds value to their
lineup with the truckload of experience
he brings. Noor Ahmad hasn’t played a
lot, but is definitely a wicket-taking
option.

Afghanistan Recent form

After the ODI World Cup, Afghanistan have
played four bilateral series and won three of
them. After being blanked 0-3 by Sri Lanka,
the Afghans went on to beat Ireland 2-0,
South Africa 2-1 and Bangladesh 2-1. In
their last 14 completed ODIs, they won eight

Champions Trophy:
No warm-up matches
for India, Australia
and Pakistan

New Delhi. After securing a dominant 3-0
ODI series victory over England, Rohit
Sharma-led India has opted out of warm-up
matches ahead of the Champions Trophy.
Australia has taken a similar approach, while
co-hosts Pakistan have lined up multiple
warm-up fixtures before the tournament.

India’s campaign begins on February 20
against Bangladesh, and the team believes
their recent series against England provides
enough preparation. As per PTI, the Indian
squad will arrive in Dubai, where they will be
playing all of their Champions Trophy
fixtures, on February 15, focusing solely on
internal training sessions rather than
competitive warm-ups, with their learning
from the England series win as the sole
guiding factor.

India have only played a total of 6 ODIs in the
last 6 months, with 3 against Sri Lanka in
August 2024 and 3 in the recently concluded
series against England. While the Sri Lanka
series ended in a 0-2 defeat for Rohit
Sharma's India, the England series seems to
have corrected the wrongs for now.

Australia has also decided to skip warm-ups,
trusting their squad’s conditioning and recent
performances. In contrast, Pakistan has
chosen a rigorous preparation plan,
deploying three different "Shaheen" squads
for warm-up games against Afghanistan,
South Africa, and Bangladesh.Shadab Khan
is set to captain a Pakistan Shaheen squad
against Afghanistan in Lahore on February
14. On February 17, two Shaheen teams will
play simultaneously—Mohammad
Hurraira’s side will battle South Africa in
Karachi, while Mohammad Haris’ squad
faces Bangladesh in Dubai.Afghanistan,
apart from their match against Pakistan’s
Shaheens, will also play a warm-up fixture
against New Zealand on February 16 in
Karachi.India’s ODI series against England
showcased key positives, with batters like
Rohit Sharma, Shubman Gill, and Shreyas
Iyer finding form.

Champions Trophy: Spencer Johnson hoping
to replicate Mitchell Starc in Pakistan

Australia's Spencer Johnson is hoping
that he can replicate senior left-arm
pacer Mitchell Starc's heroics during
the upcoming Champions Trophy in
Pakistan. Johnson has been picked as
a replacement for Starc in the squad
for the tournament.

New Delhi Australia pacer Spencer Johnson is

hoping that he can replicate Mitchell Starc
during the upcoming Champions Trophy in
Pakistan. Starc decided to skip the upcoming
tournament for personal reasons as Australia
will also be without the services of Pat
Cummins and Josh Hazlewood for the
tournament, starting on February 19.

Johnson was added to the squad as a like-for-

like replacement for Starc and was
impressive during the first ODI loss against

Sri Lanka on Wednesday, February 12.
Johnson, much like Starc, picked up a wicket
in his very first over of the match and ended
with figures of 2 for 44 in Colombo.
Speaking after the match, as quoted by
Yahoo! Australia, the 29-year-old said that

he has pictured himself playing a role similar
to Starc.Johnson was also confident he
would get better in the longer run and will be
able to do some of the things that Starc has
done in ODI cricket.“While the ball is
swinging, it’s (the approach) pitch the ball up

and try and hit the stumps,” he said.

“Guys like Trent Boult (New Zealand) and
Starcy, left-armers who are aggressive,
hopetully it’s what I can bring to Pakistan.

“It’s something I have pictured in my mind,
come in and play a similar role to him (Starc).
There was a bit of nerves there.

“I think I am better for the run, it’s only my
third ODI, hopefully a few more and I’ll be
able to replicate some of the stuffhe’s done.”

It's in my hands'Johnson also feels that
selection into the playing XI is in his hands
and said he wants to force the hand of the
selectors and pick him and Starc in the same
lineup in the future.*I think it is in my hands,
really, if I perform then I’ll be around,” he
said.“It’s up to performances, I feel like I am
ready to play for Australia and had a little bit
of a taste in T20 cricket and now some
ODIs."“Heading to Pakistan is exciting and I
amready to go.” Australia will face Sri Lanka
in the second ODI on February 14, before
facing England in their Champions Trophy
opener on February 22.
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Thanks Fans For Spreading "Positivity
And Kindness' On Her Birthday

Nora Fatehi, who celebrated her 33rd birthday on February 6, expressed
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her gratitude for the overwhelming love she continues to receive from
her fans. The global star shared a heartfelt post to thank her supporters,
especially those who made charitable donations in her hanour. Every year on
her birthday, Nora's fan clibs collect funds to provide meals forunderprivileged
children in India. This generous and meaningful act deeply moved Nora,
prompting her to give a special shout-out to her fans. Many children joined in to
wish Nora Fatehi, making her special day even more memorable. Taking to
Instagram, the actress shared aheartfelt video along with an emotional caption to
express her gratitude. ““That’s such a beautiful, generous and selfless gesture! oty
(emotional emoji) Shoutout to my Fans!" Nora captioned the video. Sl
Moving on, she also )
appreciated the fan
clubs for their
“generous donations'.
“I am incredibly
grateful for the love
and kindness you've
shown me every year
on my birthday. Your
generous donations of
funds and food to those in
need have not only made
my special day brighter but
have also made a lastng
impact on the lives of the
underprivileged."“Your
compassion and support mean the |
world to me, and [ feel so lucky t
be surrounded by such incredible
and kind people,”" she added.Ta
conclude her post, the actress
wrote, “Thank you for making my
birthday not just a celebration, bu
a chance to give back and help
others. Let’s continue spread
positivity together!"Meanw
Nora Fatehi is basking m th
success of her latest music vide
Snake, co-produced by Jaso
Derulo and Tommy Brown. The
track has achieved several
milestones, including becoming
the most-viewed video within 24
hours and securing the #2 spot on
tha global charts. With over 90 million views, Nora's collaboration with international artists
has turned into a global sensation.The actress was last seen in Kunal Kemmu’s directorial
movie, Madgaon Express, featuring Pratik Gandhi, Divyenndu, Avinash Tiwary, and Chhaya
Kadam. Nora is now gearing up for her upcoming debut in the south film industry with Hari
Hara VeeraMallu: Part 1, starring Pawan Kalyan in the lead role.
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Shilpa Shetty

|s-The Life Of The Party In A Sleek Black Dress 4

hilpa Shetty and Raj Kundra were recently spotted in Mumbai, tuming heads with their stunning red Ferrari Portofino, worth Rs 4.03 ¢
The couple exuded style as they arrived in the luxury car, making a statement with their fashion and choice of ride. Known f
irnpeccable fashion sense, Shilpa looked effortlessly elegant in a black midi dress. She kepther accessories minimal, allowing he

take centrestage. The actress, who never fails to impress with her style, once again proved why she is considered a true fashionista.
Raj Kundra, on the other hand, kept his look simple yet classy. While his full outfit wasn't entirely visible in the viral clip, he was seen weari

white sweatshirt paired with stylish sunglasses.

Shilpa’s Ferrari Portofino, lmown for its sleek design and powerful performance, grabbed instant attention. The huxurious

sports car complemented her glamorous look, adding to the couple’s dazzling presence. Reports suggest that the actress
has a growing collection of high-
end cars. In May 2024, she added
a brand-new Land Rover Range
Rover Sport to her parage.
Depending on the model, this
luxury SUV costs between Rs 2
crore and Rs 33 crore in
Mumbai.

Shilpa’s Commitment to
Fitness .

Apart from making style
statements, Shilpa is also I'I
known for her dedicationto
health and fitness. Recently,
she shared an inspiring
workout video on
Instagram, demonstrating
a Bosu Ball exercise for
core strength and

balance.

She captioned the post, “Mondays are for BALANCE! A Bosu Ball workout targets your core and stabilises
muscles, improving balance, strength, and coordination, It challenges your body on an unstable surface,
activating multiple muscle groups, enhancing functional fitness, and reducing injury risks while building
overall stability and strength.”On the work front, Shilpa Shetty was last seen in Rohit Shetty’s web series
Indian Police Force. She is now gearing up for her next Kannada film, KD — The Devil, where she will \
share the screen with Dhruva Sarja, Sanjay Dutt, and Reeshma Nanaiah From making bold fashion A
choices to maintaining a disciplined fitness routine, Shilpa continues to inspire fans with her lifestyle -
and work. )

Riteish Deshmukh And Genelia
Get Cozy In Romantic Photo
Ahead Of Valentine's Day

ctress Genelia Deshmukh shared a

romantic picture with her actor-husband

Riteish Deshmukh and said that they don’t
need Valentine’s Day to celebrate their love of 23
years. Genelia took to her Instagram stories,
where she shared a picture of the couple. In the
image, the actor is all curled next to herand seems
to be asleep as he hugs her. Genelia is all smiles as
she takes the selfie.“Who needs Valentine's Day,
when we have 12th Feb (@riteishd 23years and
counting N still sneaking in pictures for keeps,"
she wrote as the caption.

For the unversed, the couple first met on the sets of
their debut film, “Tujhe Meri Kasam." Their bond
grew stronger, and their on-screen chemistry in
the film was widely praised. What started as a
friendship quickly blossomed into love, and after
nine years of dating, they tied the knot on
February 3, 2012.The couple welcomed their first
child, a son named Riaan, on 25 November 2014.
Their second son, Rahyl, wasborn on 1 June 2016.

Genelia in the latest season of the World Pickleball
League, has spoken up on her foray into the world
of OTT. The actress recently spoke with TANS
about her journey in films and the growing love
for sports in India. The actress had a rich
background in theatricals and has done films
across languages long before the pan-India film
movement saw a meteoric rise.When asked if the
audience will get to see her in an OTT series any
time soon, she told IANS, “I would love to. For
me, whether it is the short format or the long
format, what matters is what I’'m able to get to my
audience. I've always been sormeone who is open
to doing any kind of work. Work is work. I started
doing South Filins way before anybody really did
it. And I’m very proud of doing South Films".

She continued, “I have done Bollywood, I have
done films from the South. So I'm someone who
loves films as a medium, whether it is the long-
format or the short-format. But long-format
content 1s something I'm defmitely looking
forward to".

Gadar Divector REACTS To Ameesha
Patel’s Demand About Sakina Going
To Paklstan ls It A Tourist Centre?

meesha Patel has once again stirred the pot
with her grievances against Gadar 2
director Anil Sharma, accusing him of
changing the film’s climax without her
knowledge. While she had eatlier claimed to feel
‘cheated,” Anil has now clapped back, firmly
denying her claims and setting the record
straight.In a chat with Vickey Lalwani, Anil
didn’thold back. He brushed off the controversy,
saying, “Everyone is free to share their opinion. 1
don’t throw stones in dirt. For me, she is still part
of the family." Reminiscing about their early
days, he recalled how Ameesha, when she was
new, would train with him for hours to perfect her
role as Sakina. But then came a subtle dig —
“Woh bade ghar ki beti hai, bade ghar ke bacche
moody hote haina, woh bhi moody hai.”
Anil also pointed out Ameesha’s privileged
background, sharing how she used to arrive at

rehearsals in a luxury car, adormed with solitaire
24 diamonds. “She wasn't a very good performer

V'S, ‘ff(/ but she learned it... she had that attitude that

" v mostly kids who come from rich families have,
. and that fitted my character," he remarked.

/ 4 Dismissing Ameesha’s claims about the climax,
Anil said, “If she has that much understanding
than she is free to make the film. It's an open
market. Who is stopping her?" As for her claim
that Sakina was originally meant to accompany
Tara Singh to Pakistan, Anil wasn thaving any of
it. “Is Pakistan a tourist centre that Sunny Deol
will take everyone there? Tara Singh pagal hai
kyajobiwiko bhi leke jasga?"

And when probed about whether Ameesha
pressured him to tweak the climax and involved
the production studio, Anil simply brushed it
aside, “That all kept happening — [ don’t want to
getinto that."
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