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Steel industry braces
to meet fallout of
Trump’s tariff war

US President Donald Trump has imposed a massive
25 per cent import tariff on steel and aluminium
that will hit India hard. It is the eighth country
among the leading exporters of these commodities
to the US, having sent out $4 billion in 2023. Now,
India will have to immediately undertake trade
diversificationand identify new export strategies.

As a result of this pressure on export earnings, the
rupee which has already been grappling with the
uncertainties will be under greater pressure. Over
the last few years, the rupee has already been
depreciating and global investors have been
pulling out of emerging economies, including
India. In response, the central bank has been
putting more dollars in the market to counter the
pressure.Fortunately, the RBI has been able to
manage because of the high level of the country's
reserves which still remain above $600 billion. But
forhow long can this goon?

The Indian steel industry, in particular, is likely to
face the consequences foremost as it is a large
player and relies on key domestic raw materials
like coal and iron. This comes at the head of what
has been taking place over the last 12 months when
domestic prices have dampened as a result of
aggressive imports into India. India started out on
the journey on modern industrialisation with the
steel industry which was conceived by Jamshedji
Tata who set up a steel plant.

Where do we go from here? In the short run,
countries across the world will have to wait and
watch till President Trump sees reason. Tariff is a
weapon which cuts both ways. Higher imports will
be a boon for the domestic industry as it will be
able to charge higher prices because of costly
imports. But the US consumers will end up paying
more, raising price levels across the board. Over
time, the global competitiveness of US firms will
be affected as it will get to live in a market of
costlier prices. Eventually, US voters have to
decide if Trump will be gooThe Indian authorities
have only a couple of options to play around with.
Foremost, it will have to engage with the US
authorities so as to try and soften the impact of
tariffs, pointing out that India is now a key
strategic partner and deserves a special treatment.
In particular, India will have to argue that it needs
to get stronger in order to tackle the challenge
posed by China which will get into its own act in
order to fight the turmoil that Trump has plunged
this world into.As the new RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra has made clear, India is not immune to
the global storms brewing on the horizon.
Geopolitical tensions, emerging new trade
protection, erratic commodity prices and
unpredictable financial markets are seriously
affecting the overall economic outlook. The global
scenario could negate the good work sought to be
done on the domestic front. India is not insulated
from rising global risks which could disrupt
financial stability. So, a big job is yet to be done.
The Indian economy must brace for shocks that are
sure to lie ahead.

Fortunately, this has come at a time when the
authorities were already set on a forward looking
path. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) created
wide attention by cutting the repo rate, the rate at
which it lends to banks, by 25 basis points (that is a
quarter of a percentage) to 6.5 per cent. As the
central bank has changed the key rate for the first
time in five years, economists and analysts are
seeking to figure out what this can lead to.d for
them or not.This rate cut will make money cheaper
by lowering interest rates across the board and
give a fillip to the economy. But even as the
economy grows faster, there is also a chance that
with more money around, the inflation rate will
also go up. In fact, the economic growth rate has
been lately going down, hence the desire toup ita
little. The economy is currently expected to grow
at about just a little over 6 per cent after having
reached 8 per cent a couple of years ago, making
India the fastest growing large economy in the
world.

There are two key takeaways from the Delhi Assembly
poll outcome. The first is that Narendra Modi strides the
political arena like a colossus in India, that is Bharat. His
brand of politics and his hold on voters remains
unchallenged. The second is that Rahul Gandhi is no
match for Modi. He should stop aspiring for the
leadership of the INDIA bloc. Had the Congress
supported the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in Delhi, the BJP
might have finished second best and not the undisputed
leader ofall it surveys.

The Congress should democratise its leadership. It should
not rely solely on the Nehru-Gandhi family. There are
many in the country who adore the family, but Modi has
reduced that base substantially through consistent, well-
directed verbal assaults. Rahul is a good, likeable human
being but not a good political animal. He spouts the
wrong language too often, thus playing into the hands of
the BJP’s well-oiled propaganda machine.Rahul chose
core concerns of the electorate in the run-up to the
elections, but his rhetoric i1s nowhere as robust and hard-
hitting as Modi’s. It makes a very tepid impression on
the listeners. I do not blame him for his lack of
eloquence. It is a God-given gift. Modi has it; Rahul,
unfortunately does not.Residents of Delhi will benefit
initially from the double-engine government that will
replace AAP. The party with a difference had made the
AAP government irrelevant. It had appointed a Lt-
Governor whose primary mandate was to scuttle the
plans Arvind Kejriwal and his companions had made for
the people of Delhi. The L-G succeeded in his mission of
painting Kejriwal in a negative light.

The BIJP has devised a strategy to install double-engine
governments in every state of the Union. To consolidate
its Hindutva ideology. it requires a centralised form of
government, with the Centre calling the shots in the
states as well. If it does not win elections in any state, it

Why Indonesia is holc

ing up Brahmos deal

The will to acquire the Brahmos is there, but a way has not been found to overcome the bureaucratic hurdles.

The President of Indonesia, Probowo Subianto, secems

quick to strike but afraid to wound. This repudiates his
derring-do image as the special forces commando who
rose to be a General and married former President
Suharto's daughter. But prevarication has trumped
patience in clinching the long-awaited deal on the Indo-
Russian Brahmos missile.In the 55-para joint statement
after his state visit to India as the Chief Guest of the 76th
Republic Day, the word Brahmos was conspicuously
missing. Also, during the briefing by MEA officials,
questions by journalists on Brahmos were sidestepped.

But PM Narendra Modi introduced the CEO of Brahmos,

Jaiteerth Joshi, to Subianto and a presentation on the
$450-million Brahmos system was also made. Neither
the Sabang port project in Indonesia nor the Aceh-
Andamans connect has crystallised. Come to think of it,
despite all the pomp and panoply accompanying the visit,
there was no spectacular agreement, either economic or
strategic.In contrast, after becoming President last year,
Subianto's first visit was to China, where deals worth
$10.6 billion were realised even as Jakarta maintains an
ambiguous policy towards it. The Indonesian archipelago
occupies strategic geography in the Indo-Pacific,
especially the South China Sea stretching east to west
5,150 km with 1,780 islands. It enjoys commanding
heights along with littoral states Malaysia and Singapore
in conducting the collective Malacca Strait patrol — a
passage critical for China. And, in case it is blocked,
Jakarta enjoys exclusive rights to alternative routes along
the Sunda and Lombok Straits.

Although it has expressed neutrality in outh China Sea

disputes and made no claims there, China has clashed
with it over the Natuna Islands in its EEZ (exclusive
economic zone), which overlaps the Chinese nine-dash
line.In 2020, it was Defence Minister Subianto who
prevented Chinese incursions in the Natuna island. So,
the MoU on joint development in disputed waters of the
South China Sea around Natuna was both surprising and
risky, though later, Jakarta clarified that the MoU did not
amount to recognition of the Chinese maritime
claims.This is where the famed Brahmos missile comes
in. In 2023, the Philippines was the first and, so far, the
only country to buy Brahmos. It is deployed in Luzon,
facing the Filipino Sea, to deter Chinese vessels from
entering it.The US Typhon missile system has terrified
the Chinese Coast Guard and fishing vessels though the
Chinese Coast Guard ships have seriously jittered the
movement of Philippines naval and fishing vessels from
resupplying its disputed Scarborough shoal in its EEZ,
which China claims falls within its nine-dash line. Last
month, Manila said it would dismantle the US Typhon
missile system if China stopped its bullying tactics in its
waters.

Before Subianto's arrival in India, huge excitement

PUNIJAB and Haryana are facing an escalating
groundwater crisis,
contamination, reckless extraction and poor
water management pushing the region
towards disaster. The situation demands
urgent
damage threatens public health, agriculture
and the environment. The latest Central
Ground Water Board report exposes
alarming levels of uranium, nitrates, arsenic
and fluoride in groundwater in both states. In
Punjab, uranium contamination has spread
to 20 districts, while 16 in Haryana exceed
safe limits. The excessive use of phosphate
fertilisers, along with aggressive
groundwater extraction, has worsened the
crisis. Prolonged exposure to uranium-laced
water can cause kidney toxicity and urinary
tract cancers, yet the response remains
sluggish.

with toxic

intervention before irreversible

prevailed over the Brahmos deal. Reuters had reported
that Jakarta had decided to sign the Brahmos deal. Jakarta
said it was thinking 'positively', while most Indian
newspapers reported categorically that Brahmos was a
done deal. The Indian optimism was not misplaced. In
December 2024, the Navy Chief, Admiral Dinesh
Tripathi, had visited Indonesia and Brahmos was widely
discussed. In January, the Indonesian Navy Chief, Adm
Muhammad Ali, was in Delhi and Brahmos topped the
agenda of defence issues. He toured various Brahmos
production facilities, raising expectations.

Subianto is known to be a hands-on foreign and security

policy President. He believes military strength is integral
to national security and economic prosperity. In 2021, as
Defence Minister, he had obtained $10.6 billion for
defence, with focus on navy modernisation. He secured
another $46.6 billion for modernisation in the 2024-29
period, when the defence budget rose from 0.7 to 1.5 per
cent of the GDP.So, Jakarta, which runs a trade surplus
with India is not short on funds and Delhi is ready to
provide a letter of credit (LOC) for it.Jakarta has no
enemies, internl or external, though, at one time,
Australia used to fear it. In the 1965 war, Indonesia
supported Pakistan and was its staunch partner in the
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) on Kashmir.
In 1987, when India was spending nearly 3.5 per cent
GDP on defence and was considering reviving a World
War I airbase in the Andamans near Indira Point, which
is just 90 nautical miles from Indonesia, it protested

Toxic waters

Punjab, Haryana in the throes of groundwater crisis

Kejriwal, Rahul should look within

AAP-weary residents of Delhi have plumped for a double-engine government

first attempts to buy over the required
number of Opposition legislators — if the
difference in numbers permits. It did this
twice in Goa and once, in a big way, in
Karnataka.If engineering defections is not
doable, it installs Governors or Lt-
Governors — like it did in Delhi and
Puducherry — to make the poll winners
redundant. That experiment is going on in
Tamil Nadu. So is the attempt to dislodge
Mamata Banerjee in West Bengal. The task
is proving very difficult in these two states,
even as governance is being consigned to
the boondocks. Consequently, the public is
suffering.

The people of Delhi must have digested this
reality. They realised that if there was a
double-engine government, their lives
would be better. Besides, Kejriwal, who
was elected on the anti-corruption plank,
had turned overtly rapacious. They
realised this when they were told that he
had fitted jacuzzi in his bath, a clear
departure from the spartan life people

thought he led.It is not only residents of Delhi who were
disappointed with Kejriwal. His mentor, Anna Hazare,
who led the movement against corruption that grabbed
headlines at home and abroad in 2011, expressed
happiness at the fall of a ‘traitor’ to the cause. Hazare
had expected Kejriwal to become an activist like him to
keep the movement against corruption alive. But the
latter had other ideas. He imagined himself as a future
Prime Minister. He might have got there had he not been
in such a hurry. But, like many of his ilk, he tripped, or
rather, was felled by a more astute politician’s skills.
Nothing can be predicted with certainty in the realm of

politics. Kejriwal may bounce back sometime. At this
moment, he is licking his wounds. He would be well
advised to reflect on his fate and the factors that
militated against him. His runaway ambition for one,
when patience and humility were needed.

There is one charge against him that 1 have not found
credible. It is alleged that he has acquired wealth in the
notorious excise policy scam. I have no doubt that the
‘scam’ did happen, but my gut feeling is that AAP
required money to operate. All political parties do. If the
BIJP pretends that it does not, very few are going to
accept its word. Even in the tiny state of Goa, the home

strongly.But, it is bonhomie now. So, what is holding
back Subianto from acquiring the Brahmos? The will is
there, but a way has not been found to overcome the
bureaucratic hurdles. The fear of annoying China and the
reluctance to become a countervailing force (to China) in
Asean is evident. Although China has laid claim in the
Natuna Sea. Indonesia does not want to antagonise
Beijing as it receives plentiful economic assistance and
waits patiently for the Chinese code of conduct in the
South China Sea. Like India, it is non-aligned (its
constitution bars military alliance) and covets its
strategic autonomy.A second problem is the equipment
acquisition process which is more complicated than
India's Defence Procurement Procedure 2020. The
bureaucracy is the bane. Circumventing it is not easy, not
even for Subianto. Third is the question of agents, who are
a normal in Indonesia but banned in India following
defence scandals two decades ago.Fourth, Jakarta is
unfamiliar with the use of the LOC and is loath to provide
sovereign guarantees. It prefers commercial loans, like
the ones Chinese provide.Lastly, it fears attracting
CAATSA (the Countering America's Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act) ever more, now that Trump is
back. Sources in the Indian Embassy in Jakarta say
hesitation in decision-making has not diminished.But
Admiral Tripathi seems convinced that sooner than later,
the Brahmos deal will be done. For the present, an
Indonesian naval officer will be posted at the Maritime
Information Fusion Centre in Gurugram.

Punjab’s worsening water crisis is
exacerbated by its unsustainable
agricultural practices, A 2019 study warned
that groundwater at 100 m would be
exhausted within a decade. Five years later,
farmers are still forced to rely on borewells
due to the government’s failure to promote
crop diversification. Paddy farming, which
guzzles thousands of litres per kilogram,
continues to drain reserves, pushing the
state toward desertification. Adding to the
crisis is Punjab’s mismanagement of
wastewater. Instead of investing in sewage
treatment plants, authorities have resorted
to deepening village ponds to contain
sewage overflow. This reckless practice
contaminates sub-soil water, posing a
severe health hazard. The Punjab and
Haryana High Court has rightfully
questioned the legality and .

of my ancestors, where
corruption was never a factor, that
evil has now gone through the
roof! BJP leader Manohar
Parrikar had kept corruption in
check when he was the CM.
There is no control now, probably
because secretive funding
through electoral bonds has been
disallowed by the Supreme
Court.

The Kejriwal government started
its innings on a positive note. It
began with paying attention to the
top priorities of any government
— education and health. Neither
the Congress governments at the
Central and state levels nor non-
Congress dispensations in some
states, like the Left in Bengal and
Kerala, had thought of doing that.

Manish Sisodia, then Deputy Chief
Minister, aided ably by Atishi, a
Rhodes scholar, revolutionised

the working of public schools. AAP also brought
medical help to every locality by opening local clinics
and manning them. The less affluent were hugely
benefitted.If the BJP wants to prove that it is a party of
patriots, it should not dump the system introduced by
AAP in the health and education sectors. Even if it is an
initiative of an Opposition party, it is a pro-people
initiative and needs to be institutionalised. China has
stolen a march on us because it made universal
education its first priority. The productivity of its
workforce improved by leaps and bounds because every
man and woman was literate. We have a lot to catch up.
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US plane carrying second
batch of 116 illegal
immigrants lands in
Amritsar

NEW DELHI. A US plane carrying 116 illegal
Indian immigrants landed at the Amritsar
International Airport late Saturday night, official
sources said.A C-17 aircraft landed at the airport
around 11.35 pm as against the expected time of 10
pm, sources said. This is the second batch of such
Indians to be deported by the Donald Trump
administration as part of its crackdown on illegal
immigrants.

It was not immediately clear whether the deportees
were in shackles, like the previous batch was.

The deportees will be allowed to head to their homes
after completion of formalities including
immigration, verification, and background checks.

Many from the first batch of illegal immigrants
landed here on February 5, most of them, from
Punjab, said they wanted to migrate to the US for a
better life for their families, but were duped by
their agents. Their dreams were shattered when
they were caught on the US border and sent back in
shackles.Earlier, there were reports that the plane
would carry 119 immigrants, but as per an updated
list of passengers, the number of deportees in the
second batch was 116, sources said.

Of the fresh batch of deportees, 65 are from Punjab,
33 from Haryana, eight from Gujarat, two each
from Uttar Pradesh, Goa, Maharashtra and
Rajasthan, and one each from Himachal Pradesh
and Jammu and Kashmir. Most of them are aged 18
to 30, as per the sources.The families of some of the
deportees reached the airport to receive them.A
third plane carrying 157 deportees is expected to
land on February 16, sources said.

On February 5, a US military aircraft carrying 104
illegal Indian immigrants landed at the Amritsar
airport. Of them, 33 each were from Haryana and
Gujarat, and 30 were from Punjab.

The family members of the second batch of illegal
Indian immigrants deported seemed in a state of
shock, with many of them saying that they raised
money by pledging farm land and cattle to send
them abroad for a bright future.

Biz key to becoming
developed, have given it
priority: Mandaviya

NEW DELHI. Modi government has given priority
to industry and trade as it realises business plays a
key role in achieving the goal of India becoming a
developed nation by 2047, said labour and
employment minister Mansukh Mandaviya. The
taxes they pay are used for funding welfare
policies that benefit everyone, especially the poor,
he said.Speaking at the ET Now Global Business
Summit, Mandaviya said that since 2014 India has
seen ambitious aims being set and a roadmap
being devised to achieve that. "If you have a train
to catch, you must reach the station in time and be
on the platform in front of your coach to board it. If
you are not there, the train will arrive on its
scheduled time and leave without you. That is the
memory | have of 1985 when I was in school and
the then PM Rajiv Gandhi spoke an India of the
21st century. But there was no road map and we
missed that bus then. Preparation is key. PM Modi
ensured that and now we are on right track to
achieving our goals," Mandaviya, who is also
minister for sports and youth affairs said.

"Modi has given a chance to the youth - which is all
they needed - with his visionary programmes
including 'Make in India, Startup India' and focus
of self reliance. A decade ago, India had four
unicorns, now there are 118," he said.

What will drive Stock
Markets this week? Experts’
comments

New Delhi.Stock markets are expected to be driven by
global trends and FPI trading activity this week after
the conclusion of the earnings season, analysts said.

Unabated foreign fund outflows, lower-than-expected
quarterly earnings and global trade war fears hit
market sentiments last week, where the benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty extended their downward
trend to the eighth day in a row on Friday. “With the
conclusion of the Q3 earnings season, now focus will
be on global developments amid a turbulent market
environment on account of Donald Trump’s trade
policies,” Siddhartha Khemka, Head — Research,
Wealth Management, Motilal Oswal Financial
Services Ltd, said.Analyzing FPI/FII Flows and
Currency Movements trend and movement of Brent
crude, the global oil benchmark, will also be tracked
by investors.“With the earnings season behind us,
market focus will shift to trends in FII (Foreign
Institutional Investors) flows and currency
movements for further cues. Additionally,
speculation regarding US tariffs and their impact on
global trade will remain a key factor to watch,” Ajit
Mishra—SVP, Research, Religare Broking Ltd, said.

The US FOMC (Federal Open Market Committee)
meeting minutes will also be in focus this week.Osho
Krishan, Senior Analyst — Technical & Derivatives,
Angel One Ltd, said, “In the absence of key domestic
triggers, global developments are more likely to
provide impetus in setting up our market tone.” In the
last eight trading days, the BSE benchmark tanked
2,644.6 points or 3.36 per cent, and the NSE Nifty
slumped 810 points or 3.41 per cent.“Several factors
contributed to the market downturn, with sentiment
being particularly rattled by US President Donald
Trump’s announcement of reciprocal tariffs on US
trading partners. Additionally, weak Q3 corporate
earnings and sustained FII outflows further weighed
on investor confidence,” Puneet Singhania, Director
at Master Trust Group, said.

NEW DELHI.

Mcap of 8 of top-10 valued firms tumbles
Rs 2 trn; Reliance biggest laggard

Equity benchmark indices Sensex

and Nifty extended their
downward trend to the eighth day
in a row on Friday. In the past
eight trading days, the BSE

benchmark has tumbled 2,644.6
pointsart of its efforts to expand
presence in the southern Indian

spice market
. S

The combined market
valuation of eight of the 10 most valued
domestic firms eroded by Rs 2 trillion
last week, with Reliance Industries
taking the biggest hit in line with a
bearish trend in the broader stock
market.Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty extended their
downward trend to the eighth day in a

row on Friday. In the past eight trading
days, the BSE benchmark has tumbled
2,644.6 points or 3.36 per cent, and the
Nifty slumped 810 points or 3.41 per
cent.While Reliance Indstries, Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS), HDFC
Bank, Infosys, State Bank of India,

Hindustan Unilever, Bajaj Finance and
ITC faced a combined erosion of Rs
2,03,952.65 crore in their valuation,
Bharti Airtel and ICICI Bank emerged
as the gainers.The market capitalisation
(mcap) of Reliance Industries tanked Rs
67,526.54 crore to Rs 16,46,822.12

crore. The valuation of TCS tumbled Rs
34,950.72 crore to Rs 14,22,903.37
crore. HDFC Bank's mcap eroded by Rs
28,382.23 crore to Rs 12,96,708.35
crore and that of ITC plunged Rs
25,429.75 crore to Rs 5,13,699.85
crore.The mcap of Infosys dropped Rs
19,287.32 crore to Rs 7,70,786.76 crore
and that of State Bank of India declined
Rs 13,431.55 crore to Rs 6,44,357.57
crore.The market valuation of
Hindustan Unilever diminished by Rs
10,714.14 crore to Rs 5,44,647 crore
and that of Bajaj Finance dipped Rs
4,230.4 crore to Rs 5,20,082.42
crore.However, the mcap of Bharti
Airtel jumped Rs 22,426.2 crore to Rs
9,78,631.54 crore and that of ICICI
Bank climbed Rs 1,182.57 crore to Rs
8,88,815.13 crore.In the top-10 chart,
Reliance Industries retained the title of
the most valued firm followed by TCS,
HDFC Bank, Bharti Airtel, ICICI Bank,
Infosys, State Bank of India, Hindustan
Unilever, Bajaj Finance and ITC.

What led to stampede at New Delhi
Railway Station which killed 18

New Delhi At least 18 people were
killed over a dozen injured in a
stampede that broke out late Saturday
night at the New Delhi Railway
Station. While the Railways has
constituted a high-level committee to
probe the incident, initial reports and
eyewitness accounts revealed what
led to the stampede. According to
Himanshu Shekhar Upadhyay, chief §
public relations officer of Northern §
Railway, the incident happened on
platform 14 and 15. A crowd of
passengers was waiting there to
board trains for Maha Kumbh Mela
in Prayagraj. "When this tragic
incident took place yesterday, g
Magadh Express going towards Patna
was standing on platform number 14
of New Delhi Railway Station, and
Uttar Sampark Kranti going towards
Jammu was standing on platform
number 15. During this, a passenger
coming towards platforms 14-15
slipped and fell on the stairs, and
many passengers standing behind
him were hit, and this tragic incident
took place," Upadhyay said. "Thisis
being investigated by a high-level
committee. No train was cancelled,

nor was there any change in
platform... The incident is being
investigated, so let the committee
submit their report and findings," he
added.

udden surge in sale of tickets

In an official statement, Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP)
Railway KPS Malhotra said platform
number 14 was already very crowded
when the Prayagraj Express train was
waiting there for its departure.

The officer said Swatantra Senani

Express and Bhubaneshwar Rajdhani
Express were delayed and the
passengers of these trains were also
present on platform numbers 12, 13
and 14. "As per CMI, every hour
1,500 general tickets were sold by

railways due to which the station got
overcrowded and became
uncontrollable. There was a stampede
at platform 14 and near escalator near
platform 16," the DCP said.

What did eyewitnesses say?

A porter (coolie) at the New Delhi
Railway Station, who has worked
there since 1981, said he had never
seen a crowd this big before.
"Prayagraj Special was supposed to
leave from platform number 12, but
it was shifted to platform number
16. When the crowd waiting at
platform 12 and the crowd waiting
outside tried to reach platform 16,
people started colliding and fell on

the escalator and stairs. Several
coolies gathered there to stop the
crowd," news agency ANI quoted him
as saying. "We took at least 15 bodies
and loaded them in an ambulance.
There were only shoes and clothes on
the platform. When the crowd waiting
at platform 12 and the crowd from
outside tried to reach platform 16,
people started colliding and fell on the
escalator and stairs. We called police,
fire tenders, and 3-4 ambulances
reached there, and .

BITs should be negotiated separately from FTAs, keep

nations’ interests in mind: FM Sitharaman

NEW DELHI. The Bilateral Investment

Treaty (BIT) should be handled
separately and negotiated standalone
from the Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs) by specialists with expertise in
elements of policymaking such as
taxation, Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said on Saturday.
Sitharaman also underlined that before
taking up international arbitration,
enough time should be given to the
contesting parties to go through the
available local remedies because that is
important for the host country.Moving
forward, the framework of investment
treaties should capture national
interests in relation to regulatory
powers, strengthened guidance for
arbitrators in resolving disputes,
keeping in mind nations’ interests and

circumstances as well, she said.“Issues
related to the BIT are so unique to the
sovereign that we think BIT should be
negotiated standalone rather than make
it as a part of FTA agreement. We think
that BIT and its ramifications are so
important for the sovereignty of the
country, it is important for us to have a
standalone BIT, with specialists who
deal with taxation laws and elements of
policies which are inherent to policy
making to be handled separately with
due expertise,” the Minister said while
speaking at the inauguration of the PG
Certificate Course on International
Commercial & Investment Treaty
Arbitration in Delhi.Commenting on
the time period for local remedies,
Sitharaman said that it becomes a
contentious issue while negotiating the

BIT as some nations wouldn’t even
want to give more than six months.
“Thatis an issue on which BIT becomes
contentious where they wouldn’t even
want us to give more than six months,
sometimes one year, if they are kind, for
local remedies. Within one year, for an
Indian investor, or for an Indian
claimant, to seek the court here within
India and then say I have exhausted all
the available legal options, and I have to
now go for an international arbitration,
is next to impossible. And even this
becomes an arguing, contesting, and
negotiating point when you are sitting
at the BIT table,” she said.She further
said that nations are becoming weary of
international arbitrations and are
moving away from the established
models of arbitration.

Trends, Flls trading
activity to drive mkt
trends this week: Analysts

New Delhi Stock markets are expected to be
driven by global trends and FPI trading activity
this week after the conclusion of the earnings
season, analysts said.Unabated foreign fund
outflows, lower-than-expected quarterly
earnings and global trade war fears hit market
sentiments last week, where the benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty extended their
downward trend to the eighth day in a row on
Friday."With the conclusion of the Q3 earnings
season, now focus will be on global
developments amid a turbulent market
environment on account of Donald Trump's
trade policies," Siddhartha Khemka, Head -
Research, Wealth Management, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Ltd, said.

Moreover, the rupee-dollar trend and movement
of Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, will
also be tracked by investors."With the earnings
season behind us, market focus will shift to
trends in FII (Foreign Institutional Investors)

flows and currency movements for further cues.
Additionally, speculation regarding US tariffs
and their impact on global trade will remain a
key factor to watch," Ajit Mishra SVP,
Research, Religare Broking Ltd, said. The US
FOMC (Federal Open Market Committee)
meeting minutes will also be in focus this week.

Osho Krishan, Senior Analyst - Technical &
Derivatives, Angel One Ltd, said, "In the
absence of key domestic triggers, global
developments are more likely to provide
impetus in setting up our market tone."

In the last eight trading days, the BSE benchmark
tanked 2,644.6 points or 3.36 per cent, and the
NSE Nifty slumped 810 points or 3.41 per cent.

"Several factors cntributed to the market
downturn, with sentiment being particularly
rattled by US President Donald Trump's
announcement of reciprocal tariffs on US
trading partners. Additionally, weak Q3
corporate earnings and sustained FII outflows
further weighed on investor confidence,"
Puneet Singhania, Director at Master Trust
Group, said.

New India Cooperative Bank's Ex-GM arrested
for ‘misappropriation’ of Rs 122 crore

MUMBALI. The Economic Offences Wing

(EOW) of the Mumbai Police arrested
Hitesh Praveenchand Mehta, a former
General Manager and Head of Accounts at
the now-defunct New India Cooperative
Bank, late on Saturday evening.Mehta has
been accused of embezzling a staggering
Rs 122 crore from the bank’s treasury
between 2020 and 2025, spanning across
two key branches. Mehta will be
presented before a court on Sunday for
judicial custody.The arrest came after an
FIR was filed by the Dadar Police earlier
that day. The case was later transferred to
the EOW, which raided Mehta’s residence
and seized certain documents.Mehta was
taken into custody after being summoned
to record his statement before the EOW at
the Crawford Market office in south
Mumbai, in connection with the case
against him and others.

Based on a complaint filed by the bank’s

now-sacked CEO, Devarshi Ghosh, a case
was registered at the Dadar Police
Station.The case was subsequently
transferred to the EOW for further
investigation. The EOW has discovered
that the misappropriation of funds began
soon after the onset of the pandemic.

The embezzled funds include Rs 112 crore,

which was kept in the safe at the
Prabhadevi branch, and Rs 10 crore from
the Goregaon branch.In his complaint,
Ghosh alleged that Mehta withdrew Rs
122 crore from the treasury of the Dadar
and Goregaon branches. Mehta was
responsible for overseeing these branches
during his tenure. The fraud allegedly
occurred between 2020 and 2025, as
Mehta was expected to retire in
2026.Mehta is being represented by
lawyer Chandrakant Ambani, who claims
that his client is being framed.On Friday,
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) sacked
the board of the cooperative bank and
placed it under an administrator for the
next year.The RBI also banned the bank
from lending and collecting deposits
while allowing depositors to withdraw
money for the next six months, effective
Thursday.As part of the action, the RBI
appointed Shreekant, a former Chief
General Manager at the State Bank of
India, as the administrator to manage the
bank's affairs.A two-member advisory
committee, consisting of Ravindra Sapra
(a former general manager at SBI) and
chartered accountant Abhijeet Deshmukh,

will assist the administrator in carrying
out his duties.The RBI’s intervention
followed concerns about poor governance
practices observed at the bank. As of
March 2024, New India Cooperative

(2

Bank had approximately 1,30,000
depositors with an outstanding balance of
Rs 2,436 crore.This was an increase from
Rs 2,406 crore the previous year, despite
the bank reporting losses for the past two
fiscal years. In FY24, its losses rose to Rs
33 crore, compared to Rs 22.8 crore in the
previous year. The bank’s advances
decreased toRs 1,175 crore from Rs 1,330
crore during this period.Despite the six-
month withdrawal ban, the RBI assured
depositors that their money, up to Rs 5

lakh, is insured by the Deposit Insurance
and Credit Guarantee Corporation
(DICGC). As much as 90% of the bank’s
depositors are eligible for this guarantee,
as their deposits are under Rs 5 lakh.New
India Cooperative Bank operates 30
branches, with a deposit base of Rs 2,436
crore from around 1,30,000 customers as
of March 2024. The bank reported losses
of Rs 22.78 crore in 2023-24 and Rs
30.74 crore in 2022-23.This marks the
first major action against a cooperative
bank in Maharashtra since the collapse
of the Punjab and Maharashtra Co-
operative (PMC) Bank in September
2019 due to large-scale fraudulent
loans.Following that scam, the RBI
instructed an NBFC run by the Centrum
Group to take over PMC, which was later
renamed Unity Small Finance Bank.At
the time of its collapse, PMC had over Rs
11,600 crore in liabilities after it was
found that the bank had engaged in
fraudulent lending practices. Around 70%
of PMC’s Rs 8,380 crore loan book was
tied up with one real estate firm, HDIL,
which also went bankrupt.Despite the six-
month withdrawal ban, the RBI assured
depositors that their money.
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Legs chained, hands cuffed: Indian
deportee on 2nd US flight recounts ordeal

"donkey" route -- an illegal and dangerous Upon their arrival, the deportees had to
journey taken by migrants to enter
America.Meanwhile, his wife claimed

~The US military C-17
aircraft, that landed in
Amritsar late Saturday
night, carried the second
batch of illegal Indian at
immigrants as part of
President Donald Trump's
massive crackdown
against undocumented

aliens in America.
- S

Goa,

similar complaints, triggering a massive
uproar.Daljit Singh, a native of Kurala
Kalan village in Punjab's Hoshiarpur
district, was among the 116
illegal Indian immigrants on
board the C-17 US military
aircraft that landed in Amritsar
around
Saturday following a 90-
minute delay. The second batch
of deportees comprised 65
people from Punjab, 33 from
Haryana; eight from Gujarat;
two each from Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra and
Rajasthan; and one each from
Himachal Pradesh and Jammu

11.35 pm on

and Kashmir.

New Delhi. An Indian deportee who was on
board the second US military aircraft

According to sources, amajority of them are

carrying illegal immigrants, claimed that
"our legs were chained and hands cuffed"
throughout the journey, just over a week

aged 18 to 30, news agency PTI
reported.Speaking to reporters in
Hoshiarpur, Singh also said that he had
been taken to the US via the treacherous

that a travel agency deceived her husband,
and instead of a flight to the US that he had
promised, Singh was taken via the donkey
route.She further alleged that a man from
their village had introduced Singh to the
travel agent.

immediately proceed for immigration and
background checks, following which they
were allowed to proceed to their
homes in the early hours of
Sunday.The Punjab and Haryana
governments made special travel
arrangements for the deportees
hailing from the two
states.Meanwhile, a third plane
carrying 157 deportees is
expected to land in Amritsar on
Sunday. However, there was no
immediate information on the
arrival time.The first US flight
carrying 104 deportees, including
13 children, landed in Amritsar on
February 5, marking the first time that
Indian illegal immigrants were sent back
as part of President Donald Trump's
massive crackdown against
undocumented aliens that he launched on
his first day in office on January 20,

after the first batch of deportees also made

JDU leader accuses RJD MLA of
assavlt, claims 'forced to drink
urine’

=,
-
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New Delhi. A complaint has been filed against a RID
MLA in Bihar’s Purnea district in connection with a
kidnapping and assault incident.The case involves
JDU's Baisi block vice president, Mohd Rehan Fazal,
who has accused the RID MLA Rukanuddin of
abducting and assaulting him over a land dispute
involving a Dalit woman.

The JDU leader alleged that he was taken to the MLA’s
residence, where he was brutally beaten with
motorcycle rods and sticks. When he asked for water, he
was allegedly forced to drink urine.

Speaking to India Today TV’s sister site, Aaj Tak, Purnea
Superintendent of Police (SP) indicated that an arrest
warrant may be issued against the RID MLA over the
issue.The JDU leader sustained severe injuries and is
currently undergoing treatment at Government Medical
College and Hospital. A complaint has been filed
against the MLA at Baisi police station.

Meanwhile, MLA Rukanuddin has dismissed the
allegations, calling them politically motivated and
baseless. He claimed that his side has also filed a
complaint at the police station.Purnia SP confirmed that
the investigation has found evidence supporting the
allegations of abduction and assault. He said that a
warrant will be issued against the MLA after due legal
procedures.

/ Suspected Kuki National
Army, 4 Meitei Militants
Arrested In Manipur: Police

New Delhi. Eleven militants have been arrested in
Manipur in the last two days. including seven suspected
militants of the Kuki National Army (KNA), the police
said on Sunday. The KNA is a signatory to the
controversial suspension of operations (So00)
agreement. The suspected KNA militants were arrested
from Old Khaukual area in Churachandpur on Friday,
the police said.In another operation on Saturday at
Huikap village in Imphal East district, four members of
the Meitei militant group Kangleipak Communist Party
(People's War Group), or KCP(PWG), including two
women were arrested, the police said. They were found
carrying two AK assault rifles, pistols, ammunition,
incriminating documents and booklets. the police said.

Following the imposition of President's Rule with the
house in suspended animation (assembly not
dissolved), the security forces have been carrying out
operations across the state to dismantle bunkers and
disarm people from both sides who call themselves
village volunteers.

The Kuki tribes are calling for the arrest of Arambai
Tenggol chief Korounganba Khuman, alleging he heads
aradical Meitei outfit. The Meiteis have pointed back at
hundreds of Kuki youths carrying assault rifles under
numerous banners of 'volunteers', who the Meiteis say
are infested with highly trained Kuki militants.

What is clear, however, is civilians from both sides cannot
carry weapons like assault rifles under the name of
volunteering, police sources said, adding the President's
Rule will ensure all are disarmed.The frequency of
arrests - at least those announced by the police on X
(formerly Twitter) - has increased in recent weeks.

The Kuki tribes and the Meiteis have been fighting since
May 2023 over a range of issues such as land rights and
political representation.Some 24 Kuki-Zo militant
groups come under two umbrella organisations for the
purpose of negotiations - the Kuki National
Organisation (KNO) led by the KNA, and the United
People's Front (UPF) led by the Zomi Revolutionary
Army. The KNO and the UPF representing all the others
have signed the SoO agreement with the Centre and the
Manipur government. Under this agreement, the
militants are to stay at designated camps and their
weapons keptin locked.

In an ongoing
investigation into a case of cyber crime,

crypto fraud using computer resources
and crypto devices, officials added.

the Central Bureau of Investigation They were also found cheating people in

(CBI) on Friday carried out
searches at 11 locations in
Delhi and Haryana and
recovered a huge stash of
cash and gold, officials
said.During the searches, the
CBI recovered Rs 1.08 crore
in cash, USD 1,000 and 252
grams of gold.Nine locations
in Delhi and two in
Haryana's Hisar were
searched by the CBI on
Friday. This operation was a
follow-up action the
suspects, who in conspiracy
among themselves and
others, were engaged in illegal
activities by impersonating
government officials and committing
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India and abroad by offering fake
technical support consultations and ! o )
dishonestly inducing them to transfer Further investigation into the matter is

money in the form of cryptocurrency.

' CBI searches in Delhi, Haryana in cyber
crime case; cash and jewellery recovered

NEW DELHI.

This money was then routed through
multiple erypto wallets and converted
into cash.The CBI has already filed
chargesheet in the case
against three accused under
Sections 120B read with
420 and 384 of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), along
with Section 66D of the IT
Act, 2000.During the
searches, the CBI unearthed
significant incriminating
digital evidence and seized
six laptops, eight mobile
phones, and one iPad. The
investigation also revealed
the use of computer
programs for making VoIP-
based calls and accessing
the darknet.

underway.

Coast Guard Ship Shoor in Abu Dhabi to
boost India-UAE maritime partnership

The ship is on a goodwill visit to Abu Dhabi from February 15 to 21, reinforcing the deep-

rooted maritime partnership between India and the UAE.

New Delhi. Indian Coast Guard Ship
(ICGS) Shoor, an offshore patrol
vessel, made a port call at Abu Dhabi in
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) on
Saturday, an official statement said.

The ship is on a goodwill visit to Abu
Dhabi from February 15 to 21,
reinforcing the deep-rooted maritime
partnership between India and the
UAE, it added.This visit underscores
the strategic importance of the Gulf
region for India's maritime interests
and aligns with India’s SAGAR
(Security and Growth for All in the
Region) policy, which prioritises
maritime security, regional stability,
and economic prosperity. This visit
strengthens the India-UAE bilateral
tiecs by enhancing operational
coordination and information sharing
between the two agencies.

During its stay, ICGS Shoor will engage
in professional interactions with the
UAE National Coast Guard (UAE
NCG), focusing on critical areas such
as Maritime Search and Rescue (M-

SAR), Maritime Pollution Response
(MPR)., and Maritime Law
Enforcement (MLE). These
interactions bolster regional maritime
cooperation, improve interoperability,
and enhance collective readiness to

IDEX / NAVDEX provides a platform
for India to showcase its maritime
capabilities, cutting-edge defense
technologies, and commitment to
fostering global partnerships for
maritime security.

address emerging security challenges, India’s presence at the evet reinforces its

the government asserted.

A key highlight of the visit is ICGS

Shoor’s participation in International
Defence Exhibition (IDEX-2025) and
Naval Defence Exhibition &
Conference (NAVDEX-2025), the
premier international defense
exhibition at Port Zayed, Abu Dhabi.

role as a responsible maritime
power dedicated to safeguarding the
stability in the region.Additionally,
15 National Cadet Corps (NCC)
cadets onboard, as part of the Puneet
Sagar Abhiyan, a flagship initiative
aimed at raising awareness about
marine pollution and advocating for
cleaner oceans, will be undertaking
outreach activities highlighting
India’s commitment to
environmental sustainability and
strengthening people-to-people ties
between India and the UAE.Following
its visit to Abu Dhabi, ICGS Shoor will
visit Muscat in Oman, on February 25,
further reinforcing India’s maritime
partnerships in the Gulf region, the
defence ministry said.

Major 'Make in India' boost:
Su-30 brake parachute

production goes local

NEW DELHI.In a major boost to India’s defence
self-reliance, the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) transferred
the technology of the Su-30 Brake Parachute
system to the Ordnance Equipment Factory (OEF)
in Uttar Pradesh's Hazratpur. The formal handover
took place at Aero India 2025 in Bengaluru, where
junior defence minister Sanjay Seth oversaw the
transfer of the technology to OEF.

MOVING AWAY FROM FOREIGN
DEPENDENCE

The brake parachute, a critical safety component that
helps the Su-30 fighter aircraft decelerate during
landing, was previously imported from Russia, the
original manufacturer of the Su-30 aircraft.

Until now, India had relied on Russian suppliers for
these parachutes, making the aircraft’s
sustainment dependent on external sources. This
technology transfer marks a major step toward
self-reliance, reducing dependence on foreign
manufacturers.

ADVANCING INDIGENOUS DEFENCE
CAPABILITIES

OEF Hazratpur, a key player in technical textile-
based defence solutions, has been at the forefront
of developing and manufacturing aerial delivery
systems and brake parachutes for the Indian Air
Force (IAF).With this latest achievement, the
factory strengthens its role as a strategic defence
manufacturing hub.

BOOSTING '"MAKE IN INDIA' IN DEFENCE

The technology transfer aligns with India’s “Make in
India” and “Atmanirbhar Bharat™ initiatives,
ensuring that critical defence systems are
manufactured domestically.

The move will not only enhance operational
efficiency for the IAF butalso create opportunities
for domestic industries and skilled workforce
development.Speaking at the event, general
manager of OEF Hazratpur, Amit Singh,
emphasised the factory’s commitment to
strengthening India’s armed forces through
indigenous manufacturing.

Army seeks to enhance border
monitoring with 1,000
surveillance helicopters

New Delhi.The Indian Army has requested
information from potential vendors for the
procurement of 1,000 surveillance helicopters
and 50 heavy crawler rock drills to ensure
vigilance with modernisation and self-reliance on
military technology.The request for information
(RFI) document was uploaded to the Indian
Army’s official website. This move by the Army
highlights its focus on strengthening its
operational readiness, particularly in high-
altitude areas such as Ladakh, Siachen, and
Arunachal Pradesh.The surveillance copters,
capable of operating at 5,500 meters above sea
level, will be equipped with day and night

cameras to provide real-time intelligence. Their
deployment is expected to enhance border
monitoring, reduce reliance on traditional foot
patrols in hostile terrain, and enable faster
responses to security threats,

Given the ongoing tensions along the LAC (Line of
Actual Control) with China, this move suggests a

strategic effort to strengthen India’s
reconnaissance and surveillance capabilities in
remote border areas.Currently, the Indian Army
relies on various surveillance systems, including
Isracli Heron UAVs, searcher drones, Indian-
developed SWITCH drones, and long-range
surveillance cameras. The army has been
focusing on enhancing endurance at critical
operational altitudes with tough weather
conditions. The new surveillance copters aim to
address these challenges by providing an
indigenous, high-altitude reconnaissance
solution tailored to India’s specific needs.

Railway staff clear haunting remains after
night of chaos, loss at New Delhi Station

Shoes, torn bags, scattered clothes, and abandoned food lay across platforms 14 and 15 --
serving as grim reminder of the chaos that unfolded just hours earlier.

NEW DELHI. Hours after a stampede at
the New Delhi Railway Station claimed at
least 18 lives, railway staff worked
through the night to clear the horrific
remains of the tragic incident.Shoes, torn
bags, scattered clothes, and abandoned
food lay across platforms 14 and 15 --
serving as grim reminder of the chaos that
unfolded just hours earlier.

By Sunday morning, workers were seen
sweeping away the debris, collecting
personal belongings, to restore normalcy
at the busy station, but the tragedy left
scars that could not be so easily erased.

A railway staffer, who spent hours clearing
the wreckage, described the scene as "one
of the worst" he ever witnessed."There
were belongings everywhere' -- slippers
without their pairs, half-eaten food, and

platforms was a painful reminder of
the lives lost and the ones
disrupted.The stampede occurred
around 9:55 pm on Saturday night
when thousands of passengers, mostly

Maha Kumbh pilgrims, crowded the -
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station to board trains to Prayagraj.
The Prayagraj Express was stationed at
platform 14, while the Swatantrata
Senani Express and Bhubaneswar
Rajdhani Express were delayed,
causing an overwhelming surge of

]

were collected in piles, while officials
searched for any remaining personal
belongings.At the Lok Nayak Jai
Prakash (LNJP) Hospital, grieving
families gathered to identify their loved
ones.

A father, searching desperately for his
missing son, broke down upon secing a
familiar blue backpack among the
items recovered from the station."He
was just 12. He was supposed to board
the train with me," he sobbed.The

people on platforms 12, 13, and o
14.The situation worsened when a
last-minute platform change was
announced.Confused and panicked, the
passengers rushed towards platform 16,
where an escalator became a choking
point.

even a child's school bag. People had no Security personnel tried to intervene, but

time to pick up their things; they just ran

for their lives," he said.The eerie sight of

personal items scattered across the

the crowd was too large to control.Some
passengers attempted to climb railings to
escape, while others were crushed

underfoot.

Eighteen people -- 714 women and five
children, including two under 10 -- lost
their lives in the stampede, while more
than a dozen others suffered injuries.As
dawn broke, railway staff began the grim
task of cleaning up.Videos shared by
news agency PTI showed workers
sweeping debris off the platform roof and
clearing the tracks.Bags and clothing

government has announced Rs 10 lakh

compensation for the families of the
deceased.Expressing his condolences on
X, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said,
"Distressed by the stampede at New Delhi
Railway Station. My thoughts are with all
those who have lost their loved ones. 1
pray that the injured have a speedy
recovery."Railway authorities have
admitted that overcrowding was a major
factor for the disaster.
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'We Are Preparing For What
Comes Next, In Every
Sense': Israeli PM
Netanyahu
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world. In a statement, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu welcomed the three former hostages
"with a big embrace".The PM assured that Israel has
been preparing for their return and "along with their
families, will assist in their rehabilitation after a long
and excruciating period of captivity".

Noting that "this week, again, Hamas attempted to
violate the agreement and create a false crisis under
false claims", Benjamin Netanyahu emphasized that
the release of the hostages was made possible due to
the concentration of IDF forces inside the Strip and
around it, and President Trump's clear and
unequivocal statement which both forced Hamas to
back down.Israel, said the PM is working in full
coordination with the United States in order to free
all of its hostages - living and deceased - as soon as
possible. He also warned that Israel is "preparing
with full intensity for what comes next, in every
sense”.

Meghan Markle, Prince
Harry's Charity Donated

Over $600,000 To
Democratic-Linked Causes

WORLD. British royal couple Meghan Markle and
Prince Harry, who are currently living in the United
States, have donated hundreds of thousands of
dollars from their Archewell Foundation to
Democratic Party-linked causes, according to a
report, raising speculation over their involvement in
US politics.The Duke and Duchess of Sussex were
found to have spent big bucks on high-level
Democrat-aligned sources, the New York Post
reported citing public records, including hiring a
‘disinformation expert’ who worked at a company
involved in every high-profile US election since the
1990s.Markle and Harry’s California-based
Archewell Foundation started in 2020, donated
$146,000 in 2023 to Jiore Craig, an independent
media strategist who has been called the Democrats’
“go-to" for “countering disinformation".

Furthermore, the group also donated $25,000 to the
Marcy Lab School in Brooklyn, where Craig joined
the board in 2024 and an additional $120,000 was
further donated to Craig in 2022, as per public
records.

“‘It’s Actually Outrageous’

Craig, 33, previously worked at Washington DC
research firm Greenberg, Quinlan and Rosner.
Considered an expert on elections, Craig worked her
way up to being Senior Director of Digital Strategy
by 2016 and then became Vice President of the
company between 2018 and 2021.The firm’s website
boasts of helping Bill Clinton become President in
1992 and then “helped our clients campaign, win,
govern and win again". The company also helped
counter narratives about Joe Biden’s advanced age
and negative remarks about his family.Moreover,
Archewell also donated $90,000 to Markup News
Inc., a New York-based non-profit also funded by
Craigslist founder Craig Newmark and controversial
billionaire and Democratic mega-donor George
Soros’ Open Society Foundations.

US Military Aircraft Carrying
Second Batch Of Indian
Immigrants Lands In
Amritsar

world. A United States military aircraft with a second
batch of 119 illegal Indian immigrants landed in
Amritsar, Punjab on Saturday.This is the second such
aircraft to arrive at Amritsar airport in the span of 10
days as part of the deportation of illegal immigrants
by the Donald Trump regime.

The first batch was deported on February 5 when 104
Indians were deported and sent back to Amritsar in a
US military plane. Another plane with 157 deportees
is set to land in India on Sunday.The C-17 military
aircraft with deportees landed at the Amritsar
International Airportat 11:40 pm on Saturday.

Among the deportees, 67 were from Punjab, 33 from
Haryana, eight from Gujarat, three from Uttar
Pradesh, two each from Goa, Maharashira and
Rajasthan, and one each from Himachal Pradesh and
Jammu & Kashmir.The aircraft landed a day after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi met United States
President Donald Trump and both the leaders
promised to address this issue.PM Modi had also
underlined the need to end the ecosystem which has
exploited Indian citizens and “fooled (them) with big
dreams" to travel to the US illegally.

Punjab CM Mann Slams Centre Over Deportation

In the wake of the return of deportees to Amritsar,
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann criticised the
central government and said that this is an effort to
“defame Punjab and Punjabis" by turning the city into
“a deportation centre".“This is a deliberate attempt to
send out the message that only Punjabis travel
illegally," said Mann and added that the Central
government should “divert the aircraft to Delhi or
Ahmedabad. The Punjab government will bring back
Punjabis with honour. But we maintain that illegal
immigration is not just Punjab’s problem, but a
national one."
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US treasury watchdog audits Elon Musk-
led DOGE's access to key puyen’r system

WASHINGTON. The Treasury
Department’s Office of Inspector General
on Friday said it was launching an audit of
the security controls for the federal
government’s payment system, as
Democratic lawmakers raised red flags
about the access provided to Trump aide
Elon Musk’s Department of Government
Efficiency team.The audit will also review
the past two years of the system’s
transactions as it relates to Musk’s assertion
of *“alleged fraudulent payments,”
according to a letter from Loren J Sciurba,
Treasury’s deputy inspector general, that
was obtained by The Associated Press.The
audit marks part of the broader effort led by
Democratic lawmakers and federal
employee unions to provide transparency
and accountability about DOGE’s activities
under President Donald Trump’s
Republican administration. The Musk team
has pushed for access to the government’s
computer systems and sought to remove
tens of thousands of federal workers.

“We expect to begin our fieldwork

immediately,” Sciurba wrote. “Given the
breadth of this effort, the audit will likely
not be completed until August; however,
we recognize the danger that improper
access or inadequate controls can pose to
the integrity of sensitive payment systems.
As such, if critical issues come to light
before that time, we will issue interim
updates and reports.”Treasury’s inspector
general began the audit before Democratic
lawmakers asked for it. A ] Altemus, acting
counsel to the inspector general, said “our
work is independently initiated” and
standards dictate that the audit “must be
non-partisan and objective. These
standards remain unchanged.”

Tech billionaire Musk, who continues to
control Tesla, X and SpaceX among other
companies, claims to be finding waste,
fraud and abuse while providing savings to
taxpayers.

Many of his claims are so far unsubstantiated.
But there is a risk that his team’s aggressive
efforts could lead to the failure of
government computer sysiems and enable

Musk and his partners to profit off private

information maintained by the
government.

The audit would overlap with increased
pressure that the Trump administration is
placing on inspectors general, presidential
appointees who are supposed to serve as an
independent check against
mismanagement and abuse of government
power.

In January, the administration fired several
independent inspectors general at
government agencies, a move that some
members of Congress said violated federal

oversight laws. The firings prompted a
lawsuit filed on Wednesday in federal court
in Washington that seeks to return the
inspectors general to their jobs.

Democratic Sens. Elizabeth Warren of
Massachusetts and Ron Wyden of Oregon
led the push in the Senate for the inspector
general office’s inquiry at the Treasury.On
Wednesday, Warren, Wyden and Sen. Jack
Reed, D-Rhode Island, sent a letter to
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent noting
the inconsistencies in the accounts
provided by his department about DOGE.

“Your lack of candor about these events is
deeply troubling given the threats to the
economy and the public from DOGE’s
meddling, and you need to provide a clear,
complete, and public accounting of who
accessed the systems, what they were
doing, and why they were doing it,” the
Democratic lawmakers wrote in their letter.

Democrats on the House Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform also
called on inspectors general to investigate
DOGE and welcomed the Treasury audit.

US cuts 21 million grant for voter turnout
in India, 29 million for Bangladesh

WORLD. The United States has ""“HW

cancelled millions of dollars in
funding for several countries,
including India and Bangladesh as
the new administration led by
President Donald Trump makes
budget cut. Elon Musk's Department
of Government Efficiency (DOGE)
on Sunday announced that the US
has decided to slash a $21 million
program designed to increase voter
turnout in India and a $29 million
initiative aimed at strengthening
Bangladesh's political landscape.

The decision, part of broader cuts to

international aid, will impact key
initiatives aimed at improving
electoral processes and political
stability in both countries. The cuts
reflect a reassessment of US foreign
aid priorities and a broader push to
curtail spending on international
development projects.Elon Musk has
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time and again asserted that "America

would go bankrupt" without budget
cuts and the initiative seems to be in
line with the budget overhaul that the
administration has been planning.
INDIA,
BANGLADESH CANCELLED

The $21 million earmarked for India was

specifically targeted to boost voter
participation in the country’s elections.

However, this funding will no longer
be available, as announced by DOGE
on social media platform X,Notably,
the announcement comes just days
after Donald Trump met Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the two
leaders made significant
announcements to strength US-India
ties. However, this did not find a
mention in the joint statements or the
press conference,

In Bangladesh, the $29 million program

was designed to foster political
stability and enhance democratic
governance. The country has been
grappling with a political crisis with
Army ousting Sheikh Hasina-led
government amid violent protests.
Even though Hasina fled to India and
an interim government led by
Mohammad Yunus is now ruling the
country, political stability has not been
achieved yet.

Lelenskyy Calls For Creation Of European
Army At Munich Security Conference

world. Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy has called for the creation of
a European Army in response to
Russia's military build-up, Politico
reported.In his speech at the Munich
Security Conference (MSC),
Zelenskyy also raised suspicion of
a possibility that the US might say
"no" to Europe on issues that
might pose a threat to it."I really
believe that the time has come for

Europe 10 create its own armed =

forces, " the Ukrainian President -
said. He added, "Let's be honest,
now we can't rule out that America
might say 'no' to Europe on issues
that might threaten it.”

According to a Politico report,

Zelenskyy stressed that Europe needed
to unite and have a single foreign and
defence policy that would show the US
that the bloc is serious about its own
security.He said, "Europe has
everything it takes. It just needs to
come together and start acting so that
no one can say 'no' to it, boss it around,
or treat it like a pushover."

He said that despite facing battlefield

losses, Russian President Vladimir

talks in Saudi, Zelenskyy

Putin is adding 150,000 soldiers to his
armed forces, which is said to be larger
than the majority of European armies,
and is opening army recruitment
offices every week.Zelenskyy said,

"Oil prices are still high enough for
him to ignore the world." Ukrainian
President said his intelligence services
"have clear intel that this summer
Russia plans to send troops to Belarus
under the pretext of training
exercises,” adding that might be the
beginning of operations against
neighbouring European nations.

NATO's military committee chair,

Admiral Giuseppe Cavo Dragone, said

/

the alliance was unable to confirm

Zelenskyy's warning about Belarus.

He said, "I believe that Western

intelligence agencies are perfectly

active in this, so I would expect
confirmations."

In his speech, Zelenskyy called
Russian President Vladimir
Putin a "pathological liar" and
added that he cannot offer real
security guarantees. He said that
Ukraine would "never accept
deals made behind our backs
without our involvement.”

He said, "Putin cannot offer real
security guarantees. Not just
because he is a pathological liar
but because Russia, in its current

state, needs war to hold power

together. And the world must be

protected from that," according to a

Politico report.Zelenskyy insisted

Ukraine has a future in the North

Atlantic Treaty Alliance (NATO). His

remarks came despite statements from

US President Donald Trump and US

Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth that

NATO membership for Ukraine is off

the table in any final peace deal.

Leglsluhve immunity under
scrutiny in Arizona after
speeding ticket dispute

PHOENIX. When a police officer cited Arizona state
Sen, Mark Finchem for speeding, he had little to worry
about.That’s because the Arizona Constitution shields
lawmakers from civil processes and arrests for
anything but treason, felonies, or breaches of peace
during legislative sessions and the 15 days prior.
Legislative immunity exists in most states, allowing
lawmakers to avoid lawsuits and minor infractions,
including traffic tickets.Legal experts say this
privilege, rooted in the English Bill of Rights, was
originally intended to prevent monarchs from
intimidating legislators. Over the years, it has been
invoked in various scenarios—some more
controversial than others.

In 2019, a West Virginia politician cited immunity aftera
violent outburst. In 2022, a Wisconsin lawmaker
attempted to avoid a subpoena regarding a
conversation with former President Donald Trump
about overturning the 2020 election. Last year,
legislative immunity shielded Kansas lawmakers who
falsely accused a man on social media of being
involved in the Kansas City Chiefs” Super Bowl
victory shooting. However, not all Arizona legislators
support the immunity perk. Republican Rep. Quang
Nguyen has introduced a resolution to eliminate it for
traffic violations. If passed, the measure will appear on
the 2026 ballot for voters,

“The people we serve are expected to follow traffic laws,
and legislators should be no different,” Nguyen said.
“If a lawmaker is caught speeding or running a red
light, they should face the same consequences as
everyone else."Nguyen represents a district two hours
north of Phoenix, which includes Prescott—the same
district where Finchem was cited. The senator was
pulled over for driving 48 mph (77 kph) in a 30 mph
(48 kph) zone.Two days later, Finchem wrote to
Prescott’s police chief, requesting the citation be
“voided and stricken from the record.” The ticket was
dismissed on Feb. 4, without prejudice—meaning it
could still be refiled. Finchem declined to comment
through a spokesperson.

Legislative immunity generally falls into two categories:
protection for speech and debate, and protection from
arrest related to legislative service, according to the
nonpartisan National Conference of State
Legislatures.Across the U.S., 43 states provide
immunity for legislative speech and debate, while 45
states offer protection from arrest. However, specific
provisions vary. For example, New Mexico limits
immunity to travel to and from the Legislature,
whereas Arizona has no such restriction.

Members of Congress also have legislative immunity,
though courts have interpreted it narrowly. Former
U.S. Sen. Bob Menendez attempted to use it in his
bribery case last year but was ultimately sentenced to
I1 years in prison.More recently, U.S. Rep. Nancy
Mace of South Carolina cited the “speech and debate™
clause to shield herself from potential civil lawsuits
after accusing her ex-fiance of assault and other crimes
on the House floor.Arizona’s history with legislative
immunity isn’t new. In 2012, state Sen. Scott

Bundgaard invoked it after a violent domestic dispute
ona Phoenix freeway.

US, Russian officials to hold Ukraine war
'not invited’

Munich/Washington. US and Russian
officials will meet in Saudi Arabia in the
coming days to start talks aimed at ending
Moscow's nearly three-year war in
Ukraine, a US lawmaker and a source
familiar with the planning said on
Saturday.Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, who met with US Vice
President JD Vance in Germany on Friday,
said Ukraine was not invited to the talks in
Saudi Arabia and Kyiv would not engage
with Russia before consulting with
strategic partners.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio, national
security adviser Mike Waltz and White
House Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff
will travel to Saudi Arabia, US
Representative Michael McCaul told
Reuters. It was not immediately clear who
they would meet from Russia.

On the sidelines of the Munich Security
Conference, McCaul said the aim of the
talks was to arrange a meeting between US
President Donald Trump, Russian
President Vladimir Putin and Zelenskiy "to

finally bring peace and end this
conflict."

A source with knowledge of the plans
confirmed the planned talks in
Saudi Arabia between US and
Russian officials. The US State
Department did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment. Trump, who took office
on January 20, has repeatedly
vowed to swiftly end the Ukraine
war. He made separate phone calls
to Putin and Zelenskyy on
Wednesday, leaving Washington's
European allies alarmed that they
will be cut out of any peace process.

Those fears were largely confirmed on
Saturday when Trump's Ukraine envoy
said Europe won't have a seat at the table,
after Washington sent a questionnaire to
European capitals to ask what they could
contribute to security guarantees for Kyiv.

MINERALS DEAL

Earlier on Saturday Rubio spoke with his
Russian counterpart, Sergei Lavrov. They

agreed on regular contacts to prepare for a
meeting between Putin and Trump,
Russia's Foreign Ministry said.Zelenskyy
said on Friday he would visit the United
Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Turkey,
but did not say when. However, the
Ukrainian leader said he had no plans to
meet with US or Russian officials during
those visits.Moscow controls a fifth of
Ukraine and has been slowly advancing in
the east for months, while Kyiv's smaller

army grapples with manpower
shortages and tries to hold a chunk
ofterritory in western Russia.

Russia has demanded Kyiv cede
territory and become permanently
neutral under any peace deal.
Ukraine demands Russia
withdraw from captured land and
wants NATO membership or
equivalent security guarantees to
prevent attack by Moscow.

The United States and Europe have
given Ukraine tens of billions of
dollars in military aid since the war
started. Trump has said he backs
Ukraine but is seeking security for US
funding for Kyiv.

The US and Ukraine are currently negotiating
a deal that could open up Ukraine's vast
natural wealth to US investment. Three
sources said the US proposed taking
ownership of 50% of Ukraine's critical
minerals. Zelenskiy said on Saturday that
the draft deal did not contain the security
provisions Kyiv needed.
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WPL 2025: Niki
Prasad is here to sta
after fairytale debut

for Delhi Capitals

New Delhi. Delhi Capitals took a bold call in
their very first match of WPL 2025 against
the mighty Mumbai Indians, led by
Harmanpreet Kaur. The call to include Sarah
Bryce wasn’t surprising given the Scottish
wicketkeeper’s past records, but the decision
to include a young Niki Prasad was a gamble
given that she hadn’t played a lot in top level
cricket.But Niki didn’t let her team down. In
fact, she punched above her weight to show
why DC was right in picking her up in the
auction and showing faith in her to be a part
of the playing XI. With 54 runs needed off
five overs and the required rate threatening
to go out of reach, it needed Niki to pull off
something spectacular. The pressure was
righton her.

The call to include her over Nandini Kashyap,
who has had a scintillating run in domestic
cricket, could well have backfired. But Niki
stood tall for DC, showing far more maturity
than expected from a teenager. The ever-so-
crucial 35-run knock off 33 balls fetched her
the Player of the Match award as she walked
to the presentation ceremony with her head
held high.

Niki Prasad is up and running

Batting at 16 off 20 with the required rate
climbing, she didn’t panic. Instead, she kept
milking the runs while Bryce took the attack
to Saika Ishaque to give DC some breather.
With 10 runs needed off the last over, the
match could have gone either way. With Niki
not having a specialist batter to guide her at
the other end, she would have felt the heat,
but she held her nerves to help DC beat the
2023 champions by two wickets at the
Kotambi Stadium in Vadodara.

Back in December 2024, Niki Prasad was just
another name in the Indian cricket fraternity.
After leading India U9 to victory in the
World Cup, Niki became someday and
received a hero’s welcome on her return to
India. She was also greeted with hugs when
she joined the DC camp, draped in the Indian
tri-colour and beaming with pride.After her
heroics against MI, she’s definitely become
more than somebody. Niki has shown that
she’s not here to make up the numbers;
rather, she’s here to take the next big step in
her career. With DC chasing 165, the
dangerous Shafali Verma raced off to 43 off
18, giving her team the much-needed
platform.

But from being at 60/0 in 5.5 overs, the
Capitals lost four wickets in no time, finding
themselves in trouble at 76/4 in the ninth
over. From there on, Niki joined hands with
Alice Capsey and the rest of her partners to
make sure that the Capitals had the last
laugh.

Champions Trophy 2025:
Bumrah-less India aiming to

end 12-year 0DI title drought

New Delhi.After hammering the old kings of

white-ball cricket (England) in their home,
India will have their task cut out as they
begin their campaign in the ICC Champions
Trophy 2025 against Bangladesh on
February 20. The Rohit Sharma-led side will
enter another ICC event as favourites, as
they aim to end their 12-year drought for an
ODI title.The Indian team has been on a
roller-coaster ride since October 2023 as
they had arguably their best ODI World Cup
which culminated in a heart-wrenching
defeat in the final. The Men in Blue also
finally ended 1 1-year drought of an 1CC title
by winning the T20 World Cup 2024 but lost
their first ODI series against Sri Lanka since

1997 just over a month later. Things further

went downhill for the Rohit Sharma-led side
as New Zealand inflicted on them, their first-
ever 0-3 whitewash in a Test series on home
soil. The Asian Giants also failed to
complete a hat-trick of Test series wins,
down under losing 1-3 against Australia and
failed to qualify for the final of the World
Test Championship (WTC) for the first time.
Just when Indian cricket looked in tatters,
Rohit Sharma and his men have made a big
statement just ahead of the Champions
Trophy by whitewashing England. India's

thumping win is a big warning to their
opponents that 'they can count them out at

their own peril' as the Men in Blue seem
determined to hunt for an ODI crown. A lot
has changed in the Indian cricket setup since
the last ICC event, as Gautam Gambhir was
handed over the responsibility to be the head
coach of the side after Rahul Dravid’s
contract came to an end.

Known for his never-say-die attitude and
unflinching fighting spirit, Gambbhir’s
tenure as head coach has been far from what
was expected of him when he took over the
reins. With his decisions being widely
questioned after India’s recent Test debacle,
the Champions Trophy also presents an
opportunity for Gambhir to prove a point
that he’s indeed the right man to coach the
Indian team.

India’s squad for ICC Champions Trophy
2025

Rohit Sharma (Captain), Shubman Gill (Vice-

captain), Virat Kohli, Shreyas Iyer, KL

Rahul (WK), Rishabh Pant (WK), Hardik
Pandya, Axar Patel, Washington Sundar,
Kuldeep Yadav, Harshit Rana, Mohd.
Shami, Arshdeep Singh, Ravindra Jadeja,
Varun Chakaravarthy.

After a subtle start to his City career, the

'Why Champions Trophy 2025 could

be the end of England's Bazball

«England have been living with the

Bazball mantra for a few years
now, but the results have stopped
to come for the side in white-ball
cricket. Will a lack of consistency,
poor form and results lead to end
of the approach after the

Champions Trophy?

New Delhi.When Bazball came into Test
cricket, it was like a breath of fresh air.
No one realised the impact it would have
on the game and how England would
turn out under Brendon McCullum as the
Test team coach. There were some
thrilling performances as England
decided that they only want to win Tests
and not go for draws. They were ready to
die by the sword, if necessary. but
decided to stick to their mantra.This
prompted the England and Wales Cricket
Board to hand McCullum the keys to the

white-ball teams as well. England's
teams in the shortest formats of the game
were in a tough situation as they had a
disastrous ODI World Cup. The team
finished 7th and sneaked in to seal
Champions Trophy
qualification. The T20 World
Cup 2024 was a bit better, but it
wasn't enough in the end as
England failed to defend
another World title.

This meant Matthew Mott was let
go, and the reins were handed to
McCullum. But the start to his
tenure has been disastrous. A 1-
4 loss in T20Is and a 0-3
whitewash to India sees the
2019 ODI World Cup
champions head into the
Champions Trophy in the worst form
possible.

This has prompted pundits to lash out at
the players, with some calling out their
spirit to play for the national side.
Slowly., but surely, the questions are
raised about England's aggressive
approach. Steve Harmison, while talking

to talkSPORT, suggested that the team
isn't batting smartly and the Bazball
approach may not be working out in
Tests and ODIs after repeated
failures.“The Brendon McCullum

mantra is all about being positive and
aggressive, butat some point, the players
need to realise that Brendon McCullum
isn’t batting for them,” Harmison said on
talkSPORT.

“We keep making the same mistakes,"

Harmison added. "This isn’t about
personnel; it’s about decision-making.
You're not playing against tinpot

First Viswanathan Anand, now Botez sisters
take D Gukesh 'hostage’ in funny post

New Delhi. Popular Canadian chess players

and online streaming duo, Alexandra and
Andrea Botez, once again caught the
attention of fans with their signature
humour. The sisters shared a
picture with Indian world
champion D Gukesh on their
social media handle, jokingly
suggesting that his expression
resembled that of someone taken
"hostage" by them. The
lighthearted post quickly became
a talking point among chess
enthusiasts, who joined in on the
fun with witty comments.The
meeting between the Botez sisters
and Gukesh took place in
Hamburg, Germany, where the S
young Indian Grandmaster was
competing in the Freestyle Chess
Grand Slam. Their playful caption was
reminiscent of a previous post featuring
another Indian chess legend, Viswanathan
Anand, in a similarly staged "hostage"
situation. That earlier post had gone viral,

Omar Marmoush's hat-trick doesn't surprise’

making this latest picture with Gukesh an
instant hit amongst fans.

idols, has frequently been seen with the five-
time world champion, making the
comparison between the two posts even
more amusing. The post was flooded with
reactions, with some fans jokingly asking if

Gukesh needed to be "rescued" from the
Botez sisters.

Gukesh, who considers Anand one of his A Tough Runfor Gukesh

While the post brought some
lighthearted fun, Gukesh’s
recent performances on the
chessboard have been
challenging. The Indian
Grandmaster finished eighth in
the Freestyle Chess Grand
Slam, failing to secure a single
win. His tournament campaign
ended with a loss to Iranian-
French Grandmaster Alireza
Firouzja in the seventh-place
playoff.Prior to the event in
Hamburg, Gukesh also faced a
setback at the Tata Steel Masters
in the Netherlands, where he
was defeated by fellow Indian
Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa. Despite
the recent struggles, Gukesh remains one of
the brightest young talents in chess, and fans
are eager to see him bounce back in future
competitions.

Manchester City hoss Pep Guardiola

New Delhi. Manchester City boss Pep
Guardiola said he wasn't surprised by Omar
Marmoush's hat-trick against Newcastle
United in the Premier League on
Saturday, February 15 and believed it
was only a matter of time before the
Egyptian forward hit the ground
running for his new team. Marmoush
made the big-money move from
Eintracht Frankfurt during the January
transfer window.

Egyptian forward burst into life during
the game against Newcastle as he
scored a l4-minute hat-trick in the
first half to help City win the match 4-
0. Speaking to the reporters after the
game, as quoted by Reuters, Guardiola said
he had the confidence that Marmoush would
show his talent on the field. The City boss
also said he hopes Marmoush will handle the
compliments coming his way after the
performance on Saturday.

"We knew it," said Guardiola."So in Germany,
in Frankfurt, he makes a good number.

Against Orient (City's 2-1 FA Cup win last

adapts quickly," said Guardiola.

Saturday), had three clear chances, couldnot "When (the team doesn't) play good, you need

score. So we knew sooner or later, the

dynamic in the group was good, and the
performance was good, he could show what
he 1s.""Hopefully he can handle the
compliments."When asked how Marmoush
was able to score a hat-trick, Guardiola said
that when the team plays well, everyone is
able to get into form."Listen, it's simple, the
answer. When you play good, everyone

time. It's a guy who likes to attack space to
help to create. But when we play in the
way we played today. everyone is
better."

Guardiola on Haaland injury

There was a slight concern for the City
fans when Erling Haaland went down
holding his knee late in the game.
However, Guardiola brushed aside
fears of a long-term issue saying that
Haaland got up and was smiling.The
City boss said he hasn't had a word with
his striker or the doctors yet and is
hoping for some good news."When he
was down everyone was scared, but he

got up and he walked smiling like always,"

Guardiola said. "I didn't speak with him. |

didn't speak with the doctors. But if the

doctors didn't come with bad news,

hopefully he'll be fine."

City will now get ready for the second leg of

their UEFA Champions League Round of 16
playoffticagainst Real Madrid.

bowlers now. These are some of the best
in the world, and you can’t just run down
the pitch and hope for the best."

“We're not batting smart enough,” he
continued. "Some of these dismissals
today were just reckless. You've got
to earn the right to play
expansively."So what's the issue
with Bazball at the moment and why
could the whole thing collapse in
Pakistan?

Poor form of senior stars

/ Jos Buttler and Joe Root are 2 of the

stars in this England squad. Both are

game changers on their day and now
have a senior role to play in this side.

However, the form of both men is a

major concern heading into the

Champions Trophy.Since the ODI

World Cup, Buttler has played 6 matches

and has scored 153 runs, while Root's

comeback to the format in India saw him
get just 112 runs. This is not what

England would want heading into a

major ICC event as the seniors are

expected to be the ones to lead the

Bazball approach from the front foot.

Harmanpreet Singh not 'too
disappointed" with Spain loss,
eyes finishing improvement

New Delhi.India captain Harmanpreet Singh is
looking to remain positive despite their loss to
Spain in the FIH Pro League on Saturday,
February 15. India lost to Spain 1-3 in the
match at the Kalinga Hockey Stadium in
Bhubaneswar, Odisha on Saturday, despite
taking the lead in the 25th minute through
Sukhjeet Singh.

However, Spain responded with goals from
Borja Lacalle, Ignacio Cobos, and Bruno
Avila to seal the win in the end. Speaking after
the match to PTI, Harmanpreet said that his
side started the match well and kept good
pressure on their opponents. The Indian
captain said that they would try to convert
their chances in the upcoming matches.

"We started pretty well, we kept good pressure
and got many opportunities as well, but 1
won’t be too disappointed as it was our first

Fr—mm T e ="

match afier a long time. We will try to convert

our chances in the upcoming games," said

Harmanpreet.

'Need to work more on finishing’

If one thing India needs to work on, it is their
finishing. During the match, India had only 5
circle penetrations and earned 5 penalty
corners. However, they were unable to
convert any of their chances, while Spain
were able to score from 2 out of their 8 PCs.
Harmanpreet stressed after the match that
finishing is something that needs to be
improved in the coming games."We need to
work more on our finishing part," said
Harmanpreet. This was the Indian team's first
international outing since their Test series
against Germany at home in October 2024.
After the 2 matches against the World
Champions, the Indian players were part of
the Hockey India League 2024-25 season.

Harmanpreet said that the game against Spain
was a good learning experience for his side
and they will take positives from the loss into
the next game.

"This is a good learning experience, and we’ll

take the positives from this game," said

Harmanpreet.India will be hoping for a quick

turnaround as they will be playing Spain once

again on Sunday, February 16.

India eye historic Champions Trophy record
with wins over Pakistan, Bangladesh

New Delhi.India are on the brink of a historic

milestone as they head into the highly
anticipated Champions Trophy under the
leadership of Rohit Sharma. Just two
victories away from extending their existing
record, India have the opportunity to further
establish themselves as the most successful

team in the tournament’s history in terms of

wins.The Men in Blue will kick off their
campaign against Bangladesh on February
20 at the Dubai International Stadium,
followed by a high-stakes clash against co-
hosts and arch-rivals Pakistan on February 22
at the same venue. With I8 wins already
under their belt, securing two more would
take India to an unprecedented 20 victories in
Champions Trophy history—an achievement
unmatched by any other team.

Wins Chart

tournament, currently lead the list of teams
with the most wins. Trailing them are
England and Sri Lanka, each with 14
wins—though Sri Lanka, with 27
matches played. have a lower
success rate. Both teams are far
behind India’s dominant record. The
West Indies, another former
Champions Trophy winner. hold
fourth place with 13 victories but
have not qualified for this edition of
the tournament.Meanwhile,
Australia, the reigning ODI World
Cup champions, surprisingly stand
only fifth with 12 wins to their
name. Pakistan, despite co-hosting
the competition, sit in eighth place
with just 11 wins in 23 matches.

India Lead the All-Time Champions Trophy India’s red-hot form ahead of

Champions Trophy

India, a two-time winner of the prestigious India enter the tournament with renewed

confidence after whitewashing England in
the recently concluded ODI series. Just when

critics doubted the team’s ODI credentials,
Rohit Sharma and his squad made a
resounding statement, reaffirming their

strength ahead of the Champions Trophy.

Their emphatic performances serve as a
warning to competitors that
dismissing them would be a mistake,
as they remain determined to reclaim
an ODI crown that has eluded them
for 12 years.

Bumrah’s absence a major concern
for India

However, India will have to navigate
the tournament without their pace
spearhead, Jasprit Bumrah, who has
been ruled out due to a lower back
injury. Bumrah’s recent heroics,
particularly his instrumental role in
India's T20 World Cup triumph,
earned him the Player of the
Tournament award. His absence will
be a significant challenge, but India

remain resolute in their quest for Champions

Trophy glory.
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Slays In White Gown In Dreamy
Christian Wedding With Antony Thattil
-

Love is in the air and Keerthy Suresh is basking in all its glory! The
actress had tied the knot with businessman Antony Thattil in a
fairytale Christian wedding on December 12. Today. the actress took
to her official Instagram account to share some unseen pictures from
her Christian wedding, and the internet can’t get enough of her
breathtaking bridal look.Dressed in a pristine white gown, Keerthy
looked every bit the glowing bride. With soft curls framing her face
and a delicate veil, she was a true vision of grace and beauty.
Antony, on the other hand,, looked dapper as ever in his classic
wedding suit. We are also swooning over the dreamy decor.

Keerthy Suresh tied the knot with her long-time boyfriend Antony
Thattil in two dreamy wedding ceremonics on December 12,
2024, They first exchanged vows as per Tamil Brahmin traditions
and then sealed their union with a Christian wedding. Since then,
the actress has been sharing glimpses from her fun-filled wedding
bashes.

Antony Thattil, a Dubai-based businessman, hails from Kochi
and is known for owning a chain of luxury resorts in his
hometown. He also has business ventures in Chennai, Keerthy
Suresh’s hometown, with a couple of companics registered there.
Unlike his actress-wife, Antony prefers to stay away from the
limelight and maintains a low-key presence, rarely making public
appearances with Keerthy.

Keerthy Suresh and Antony Thattil’s love story goes way back—15
years, to be exact! The couple first met as teenagers and have been
together ever since. Their romance reportedly began around 2008-09, when
Keerthy was still in school and Antony was about to start his undergraduate
studies. Despite their long relationship, the duo has kept things private. Wishing the

beautiful couple a lifetime of happiness and love!

Bharti Singh has come out in support of Samay

' Raina amid the controversy surrounding
Ranveer Allahbadia’s comment on India’s
Got Latent. Recently, Bharti was
snapped by the paparazzi in Mumbai
when she shared her views on the
ongoing row and stated that Samay is
a good guy who is loved by many.
Interestingly, Bharti also appeared
on Samay’s hit show previously
with her husband, Haarsh
Limbachiyaa.“Woh show hi
aisa hai, but zaroori nahi ki aap
show mein jaake wahi bolo jo
show ki requirement hai. Aapki
marzi—bolo ya na bolo.
Samay thodi kehta hai, ‘Arey,
muh kholo, bolo!” Samay
bohot accha ladka hai aur
talented bhi hai. Gen-Z ka
pasand hai woh. Khud jaoge toh
uske fan ho jaoge. Itna accha hai,"

. T Bharti said, as quoted by Indian Express.
BB “Apgar uski language jo use karta hai woh
%y pasand nahi hai, toh millions hai aur hum
hi hai, jo Samay Raina lagate hai aur

dekhte hain," the comedian added.

~ Bharti Singh is not the first celebrity who
. has come out in support of Samay
4 Raina. Previously, Poonam Pandey
also asked everyone to forgive
Ranveer Allahbadia. “Been reading
) much about
@BeerBicepsGuy..Bas Karo yaar,

Singh

Backs Samay Raina After Ranveer Allahbadia's
Controversial Comment: "Woh Show Hi Aisa Hai

Galti ho Gayi Usse...Bacche Ki Jaan Loge? Maaf
kardo yaar," she wrote on her X handle.Before this,
Rakhi Sawant also took to her social media handle
and shared that even though Ranveer was wrong, he
should be forgiven. “Forgive him yaar, It’s okay
happen, sometimes forgive him,

I know he did wrong, but forgive him," she wrote.For
the unversed, Samay Raina and Ranveer Allahbadia
have been facing immense backlash over the latter’s
recent comments on India’s Got Latent. Allahbadia,

also known as BeerBiceps, during a recent episode
of the show, allegedly asked a contestant an
inappropriate question involving body parts and
proposed an indecent act in exchange for Rs 2 crore.
The outrage peaked when he posed a controversial
question: “Would you watch your parents have sex
every day for the rest of your life or join once to stop
it forever?”The comment left many shocked and
disappointed. In no time, the video went viral on
social media with many, including politicians and
film personalities, condemning Allahbadia’s
comment.

¢

Raha Arrives With Dadi Neetu Kapoor
For Randhir Kapoor’s Birthday, Aadar
Jain's Wife-To-Be ekha dvani Joi_n§

-

-

Randhir Kapoor is celebrating his 78th birthday
today, and earlier, his daughter Kareena Kapoor
Khan was seen arriving for the celebration. Apart
from Bebo, her besties Malaika Arora and Amrita
Arora also joined the celebrations, and were clicked
by the paparazzi. While Alia Bhatt and Ranbir
Kapoor haven’t arrived so far, the paps spotted the
couple’s daughter Raha Kapoor arriving for the
bash with her ‘dadi’ Neetu Kapoor.Videos shared
by the paparazzi show Neetu Kapoor stepping out
of the car, while Raha Kapoor is seen in the arms of
her nanny. The little one looks too adorable in a
beautiful white frock, with her hair tied back in a
half ponytail. She donned tiny white sneakers, and
was seen looking curiously at the paparazzi.
Meanwhile, Neetu Kapoor followed behind, and
looked stunning in a white tee layered with a beige
blazer and denim jeans. Check out the video below!

Also spotted arriving at the bash was Aadar Jain’s

wife-to-be Alekha Advani. She wore a white
collared sleeveless top with ripped denim jeans, and
was seen carrying a few gifts. Malaika donned a
black blazer with fuchsia pink pants, while Karisma
donned a white oversized shirt with baggy denims.

Earlier today, Kareena Kapoor Khan was also clicked
by the paparazzi. While she happily posed for the
pictures, she warned the photographers not to click
her children Taimur or Jeh’s photos. She said,
“Mera photos leke aap log please chale jaao.
Bachchon ka bola tha...(You can take my pictures
and leave please. I had told you about the kids’
photos...)". The paparazzi agreed, and said that
they will not click the kids® photos. Post that,
Kareena smiled and posed for photos. Before
leaving, the actress once again reminded the
photographers about protecting her kids’ privacy.

Hailing from the illustrious Kapoor family, Randhir
Kapoor is the son of legendary actor-filmmaker Raj
Kapoor, grandson of the pioneering Prithviraj
Kapoor and the elder brother of the late Rishi
Kapoor.

To ‘Darling Princess’
Samisha, A Birthday Love

Shilpa Shetty and Raj Kundra welcomed their
daughter Samisha in February 2020. The doting
parents often share glimpses of their little one on
social mediaand are frequently spotted with her in the
city. Recently, they celebrated Samisha’s birthday. To
mark the occasion, Shilpa posted a touching video
compilation, capturing precious moments of Samisha
from her toddler years to now.

The video captures a heartwarming transition from a
toddler Samisha running into her mother’s arms to
her now-grown-up self, cherishing moments with her
family. In the caption, Shilpa expressed her love,
writing, “My darling princess Samisha,You bring us
so much joy! Thank you for choosing me—I feel so
blessed to be your mommy in this lifetime. Happy
birthday and a high five to the coolest, smartest,
kindest, and funniest 5-year-old | know! Stay happy,
blessed, and healthy always..Love you, my jaan!™

Shilpa Shetty shares a strong bond with her daughter,
Samisha. Some time back, the actress posted a

heartwarming video of them practising yoga together.
The clip begins with Shilpa balancing on one leg with
folded hands, guiding her little one through the asana.
Samisha effortlessly follows her mother’s
instructions, earning a big round of applause. The duo
then moves on to performing Surya Namaskar.

On National Daughter’s Day, Shilpa Shetty shared a
heartfelt message for her daughter, Samisha. The
actress posted a touching video of Samisha sketching,
where the little one adorably wrote, “I love you,
Mom." In the clip, Shilpa playfully asks, “Who is the
best girl?" to which Samisha confidently gestures to
herself. Alongside the video, Shilpa penned a sweet
caption, “Happy Daughters Day, my baby, my darling
Samisha, thank you for choosing me." Shilpa and her
husband, Raj Kundra, also share a son, Viaan, who
was bornin2012.

Shilpa Shetty was last seen in Rohit Shetty’s action
thriller series Indian Police Force, where she
portrayed the role of Tara Shetty alongside Sidharth
Malhotra and Vivek Oberoi. Up next, she is set to
appear in the Kannada film KD — The Devil, starring
Dhruva Sarja and Sanjay Dutt.
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