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In the absence
of SAARC

Rebuilding Punjab from the new low of deportation flights

The next generation yearns for a path forward and needs a clear thought and vision for the future.

Punjab’s slide has reached its nadir. The exodus of its youth

ONLY weeks ago, Delhi and many other parts of
northern India emerged from a season of choking
smog. Likewise in Lahore, where the provincial
government had to declare a health emergency,
shut down schools and colleges, and order
residents to stay at home. In the two Punjabs,
Indian and Pakistani, an arid winter is making
farmers nervous about the rabi crop. Jammu &
Kashmir hasn’t had enough snowfall this year,
which is bad news for its rivers. The Chenab has
bottomed out already. Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) is undergoing a similarly dry winter. The
impact is felt all the way across in the Himalayas in
Nepal, dependent for snow and rain on the same
western disturbances that bring winter
precipitation to northern India and Pakistan.
Across the entire region, climate change has affected
livelihoods and is endangering lives. Typically, it
is the poor that bear the brunt of extreme weather
events. When global warming raises sea levels,
threatening to engulf Mumbai, Karachi, Kolkata
and Dhaka in frequent flooding, extreme rainfall,
cyclones and salinisation, it is the poorest in these
large cities who will be the worst affected. The
warming is also depleting marine resources,
causing conflicts among fishers across borders, for
example, between those from Tamil Nadu and Sri
Lanka’s Jaffna.

In the face of these challenges, civil society groups
and media representatives from South Asia
gathered earlier this month to discuss the
possibilities of regional cooperation for climate
action. It is possible to imagine that as the biggest
economy in the region, a rising world power and
an aspiring leader of the Global South, India would
have hosted the conference, in line with its
Neighbourhood First policy. But that boat has
sailed. The conference, which brought together
about a hundred people, was held in Islamabad at
the Jinnah Convention Centre, all spruced up after
arecent facelift for the SCO Heads of Government
meeting that Pakistan hosted last October.

It was not the embattled government of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif that organised this
ambitious conference. The event was put together
and helmed by the leading Pakistani media group
Dawn. Seamlessly choreographed, the two-day
conference, ‘Breathe Pakistan — International
Climate Change Conference’, packed in 14
sessions, had the backing of several sponsors led
by the provincial government of Punjab, the
United Nations and the World Bank. Call it Track
2.5 or 3.5 or even 4. The visas, especially for
invitees from India, would not have been possible
without the official green light. I attended the
event as a speaker in a session on the media’s role
in climate action. Sonam Wangchuk, the famous
Ladakh-based activist, and Harjeet Singh, the head
of a climate resilience NGO, were among the
others from India. Sunita Narain of the Centre for

through clandestine routes and the eventual cruel
deportation of some of them from the US to the holy city
of Amritsar lately are the new lows. Once the number one
state of the country across indices, even up to 2003, it has
fallen drastically over the past two decades. One may
sound like a prophet of doom, but the reality truly bites.
Mindboggling as it may seem, even during the era of
militancy, the state's agrarian economy sustained itself
remarkably.Historically, the people of the state have
been happy, progressive and extremely hardworking.
The youth took to the armed forces, administrative
services, entrepreneurship and innovative
farming like fish to water. And yet, this
industrious state and its enterprising
people are now at a loss and looking for
avenues of escape.Punjab's industrial
prowess and its avenues of trade and
business, took multiple hits during the
Partition of 1947, and further in the Indo-
Pak wars, and still more during the over a
decade of militancy. The state's debt
exceeds Rs 3,50,000 crore and it ranks at
the bottom of the 18-state Fiscal Health
Index 2025.But the slide is not just
economic. There is also a severe political
trust deficit, across party lines. The Akali
Dal is decimated and its leadership lately
shamed by the Sikh clergy itself. The |
Akali Dal under Prakash Singh Badal has = e
had the longest reign of nearly 19 years, |
including the period of slide from 2007-
2017, even though it was in partnership g

with the powerful national ally, the BJP,

for much of this period.The present-day ruling party of
the state, the AAP, has done precious little to improve the
lot of its people or its economy although it is halfway
through its term of office.Since Independence, the
Punjabis have been pivoting between the Congress and
the Akalis and finally mandated the AAP for political
control after lacklustre terms of the other two favoured
parties. However, in the last two decades, every promise
of prosperity by each party has been but a chimera for the
people of Punjab.Terming the problems of Punjab today
as existential may not be an overstatement. For too long,
the youth have watched their leaders head for the
national capital and return thumping their chests,
parroting perceived victories, easily befogged and
befooled by the powers-that-be, only to find their Punjab
further diminished.Also, its bargaining chips, political or
otherwise, are few, and most have been pawned away for
the personal greed of politicians. In the numbers game of

politics, our once numero uno state is today befuddled,

on, so it seemed, across the globe.

landlocked, politically unimportant and hopelessly in Historically, the Sikhs were never backseat drivers and,

debt.The next generation, thus, yearns for a path forward
and needs a clear thought and vision for the future. Look
around you, they tell their elders: name one leader who
can guide you through the morass and pull Punjab out of
the quicksand!They look at their remarkable legacy, the
Khalsa sarkaar of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, when Punjab's
boundaries extended across the entire Indus Valley up to
Tibet and Ladakh, all the way to Khyber, and down to
Delhi. And yet, they find that the state has not had a
single stalwart who could match the vision and

dynamism of Partap Singh Kairon, who, in his term
(1957-1964), ushered in not only the Green Revolution
but also invited industry leaders. He even had Le
Corbusier build the new capital city of the state,
Chandigarh.

It was after his assassination in 1965 that the Punjab state

was reorganised on a linguistic basis, a possibility that
Kairon had resisted tooth and nail. With this new
development, this proud state, which had lost over
2,00,000 square km of its territory to Pakistan due to the
line drawn by Radcliffe partitioning the subcontinent,
lost another 58.8 per cent of itself to a three-state solution
brought about by the Akali Punjabi Suba movement.

The Great Land of Punjab which comprised a massive

3,60,000 sq km pre-Independence, has been squeezed to
just 50362 sq km. Indeed, a Punjab diminished by stature
and by size!This remarkable downside of the land of the
Khalsa has a contrarian upside as well. The faith moved

thus, led from the front in the wars raged against the
British (the Anglo-Sikh wars) and for the British later.
Post the fall of the Khalsa Raj, evidence of Sikhs battling
it out in Malta, China, Tibet, Japan, Somalia, Iraq,
Mesopotamia, Sudan and elsewhere during the two
World Wars is extensive. And, they dug roots in these
territories.In the contemporary times, they have
expanded their universe manifold into the global village.
It is this fact that makes the latest deportations of youth
even more unpalatable.The frustration of the young
Punjabi flows from the downright
illogic of Punjab's reality. It grows the
staples, wheat and rice, in
mindboggling tonnage, yet processes
minuscule amounts into foodstuff. It
has the iconic Golden Temple that
attracts the highest number of visitors
— 40 million per annum -— but no
MICE (Meetings, Incentives,
Conferences and Exhibitions) tourism
and no plans for synergetic journeys
across the state.It has a border that
opens out the subcontinent to the
entire Asian plate and beyond, and no
trade. It has nurtured
entrepreneurship, but its businessmen
have funnelled their major
investments elsewhere. It has been the
food basket for the nation, yet its
farmers are in penury.Only a holistic
overhaul can excite the youth again —
perhaps, a short-term strategy to
counter the fall, a mid-term policy to steady the boat and
along-term approach striding new technologies.

Diversifying the economy, enabling a surge in exports,

reforming education, straddling environmental
degradation; doubling down on such low-hanging fruits
as tourism, entrepreneurship, and services; bringing
young women centre stage; creating a calendar of events
for tourism and business; rethinking the agrarian basket
and adding value — all this requires a master plan and a
systemic change in its execution methodology.

Perhaps the bugle, rather the "nagada", of renaissance has

already been sounded by Diljit Dosanjh in his clarion
call: "Oh, Punjabi aa gaye oye" (the Punjabis have
arrived). As an icon of the youth, he may just have lit a
beacon of hope in them.It is about time the Punjabis
stepped out of hibernation and took a pride of place in the
nation and elsewhere, one that is rightfully theirs, on a
high in life and not hanging low in nadir.

Science and Environment participated via Zoom.
The conference was being held against the rise of

Beyond deportation

climate change-denying leaders in the US, and in
other parts of the world — copycat ‘Trumpism’, as
Harjeet described the new American age during a
session on ‘Decarbonisation of South Asia’. The
other elephant in the room was the absence of
official engagement between the two biggest
nations in the region, India and Pakistan. But that
seemed to be the point: the climate emergency is
too real, too here and now, to wait for conflict
resolution, or for Trumpism to fade.In an ideal
world, climate change should have been right up
the street of SAARC — a one-time dream of
regional cooperation that struggled with bilateral
hostilities from the start and is now comatose and
brain-dead. If India has been striving to set up
regional cooperation without Pakistan (also
known in Delhi circles as ‘SAARC-minus one’),
think of the conference as a sort of riposte, albeit a
civil society-driven one, that action against
climate change cannot be envisioned in ‘minus
one’ terms. Pakistan has been ravaged in recent

The horrific New Delhi station stampede, which
claimed 18 lives, was not an accident—it was a
failure of planning, foresight and
accountability. As thousands of pilgrims
flocked to board trains for the Maha Kumbh
Mela in Prayagraj, the authorities failed to
anticipate and manage the massive rush,

leading to tragic consequences. Former !

Railway Minister Pawan Kumar Bansal was
blunt in his assessment: the ultimate
responsibility lies with the Railway Minister.
The government’s inability to put proper crowd

control measures in place despite knowing the

surge in travellers is a glaring oversight. The
Maha Kumbh is not a surprise event; its scale

and impact on railway traffic are well- |

years by floods of epic proportions, glacial melt,
the degradation of the Indus basin ecosystem,
winds from the west carrying dust, and smog of the
same kind — and from similar sources — that
paralyses life in north India for three months every
year.

documented. Why, then, was a tragedy of this
magnitude allowed to unfold?

In the wake of the disaster, the government swiftly
announced Rs 10 lakh compensation for each victim’s

Will Vaishnaw take blame for stampede

family and Rs 2.5 lakh for the seriously injured, as per
Indian Railways’ guidelines. However, reports of wads
of cash being handed over at the station raise ethical

Banks bend for rich corporates, break farmers

Why should banking laws be different for different categories of bank customers? Do banks ever treat those who take housing, car, tractor or motorbike loans with the same kind of kid gloves

The inequality is grotesque. Responding to an RTI plea,
the Reserve Bank of India has informed that since April
1,2014, the banks have written off a staggering Rs 16.61
lakh crore of bad loans of corporate India. On the other
hand, speaking in Parliament the other day, Hanuman
Beniwal, an MP from Rajasthan, said the outstanding
farm loans in the country now exceed Rs 32 lakh crore.

More than 18.74 crore farmers are saddled with
outstanding loans.In fact, the total outstanding farm
loans are 20 times higher than the outlay for the annual
agricultural budget, Beniwal said, and asked the Finance
Minister why no mention was made of any farm loan
waiver scheme for farmers.On the contrary, of the total
write-off of Rs 16.61-1akh crore toxic loans of India Inc
in the past 11 years (with only 16 per cent recovery),
Indian banks appear not to have any second thought
before writing-off Rs 10.6 lakh crore of the unpaid loans
of India Inc in the past five years. Reports say that 50 per
cent of the bad loans being struck belonged to large
companies.

But when it comes to farmers, a bank in Shimoga,
Karnataka, had showed the utmost urgency by
summoning a small farmer who had to walk 15 km in the
absence of a regular bus service to clear an outstanding
balance of just Rs 3.46.In the financial year 2023-24
alone, banks have written off Rs 1.7-lakh crore. A year
earlier, in 2022-23, banks wrote off Rs 2.08-lakh crore.

But when it comes to waiving farm loans, the Centre has
done it only twice: in 1990 and 2008. Some state
governments have done it separately, but it is not a
burden on the banks as the states make the payments to
the bank for the amount waived. While the unpaid bank
loans are written off with sagacity, as if the write-off
adds to nation-building, it is so painful to see a video clip
of a woman self-help group (SHG) member being
dragged to a waiting police van for her inability to pay
back Rs 35,000.1t appears as if it's only poor farmers and

rural workforce that are responsible for upsetting the
national balance sheet with their petty defaults, while
the rich defaulters get an easy walkover. The rich
defaulters include over 16,000 willful defaulters with an
unpaid amount of Rs 3.45-lakh crore in bank loans, and
who even the RBI acknowledges had the money but did
not want to pay back. Certainly, these are the wealth
creators, and the nation must applaud them.

Now take a look at this farmer from Pilibanga in

Rajasthan. He took a loan of Rs 2.70 lakh from a finance

company and had paid back Rs 2.57-lakh (including Rs
57,000 support received from the state during the
pandemic). But unable to pay back the remaining
amount, he comes home one day to find his house
locked. Later, the lock was broken by outraged villagers.
This unsavoury event must be viewed in the context of a
92 per cent 'haircut' that banks and lenders undertook
when Adhunik Metaliks, a leading manufacturer of alloy
and steel in the eastern region, settled for Rs 410 crore
against their outstanding dues of Rs 5,370 cr after its

concerns. The sheer optics of authorities
distributing notes in violation of 2023
compensation guidelines that allow cash
distribution of up to Rs 50,000 only add insult to
injury. Instead of fixing systemic issues, is the
government attempting damage control with
cash payouts?

Not surprisingly, the demand for Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw’s resignation has gained
traction, with his history of deflecting blame for
railway mishaps underlined. The government’s
initial dismissal of the stampede as a ‘rumour’
further exposes its reluctance to acknowledge
failures. Historically, ministers like Lal Bahadur
Shastri and Nitish Kumar stepped down, taking
moral responsibility for railway disasters. Will
Vaishnaw do the same? Beyond resignations,
systemic reforms are necessary. The Railways

must overhaul its crowd management protocols,

particularly during religious and festival rushes.

resolution plan was approved by the Kolkata branch of
the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), in July
2018.0Obviously, with such a huge ‘haircut’, the
promoters of the company said they are willing to
complete all activities and start working towards
reviving the flagship company. No wonder, once hailed
as a transformative resolution mechanism — the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) — has come
under the flap and the banks are no longer enthused to
use it for recoveries. Reports say recoveries for banks
and other lenders are coming down.

The bigger question, however, remains. If the house of a

Rajasthan farmer can be locked for a non-recovery of a
pending amount of Rs 20,000, why couldn't the NCLT
lock the premises (and put the owners, like farmers,
behind bars) of firms like Adhunik Metaliks instead of
giving it cakewalk by simply waiving 92 per cent of the
pending dues?And, if such a massive 'haircut' is required
for a big company, why shouldn't farmers get the benefit
ofasimilar approach and, that too, in a relatively smaller
way? After all, their individual outstanding loans are
hardly a fraction of the corporate bad debts.

Moreover, why should banking laws be different for

different categories of bank customers? Do banks ever
treat those who take housing, car, tractor or motorbike
loans with the same kind of kid gloves? How long can
the banks go on justifying the need for owning the bad
debts of the companies and, that too, in the name of
economic growth?

When I see agonising videos on social media of farmers —

those running tractors to re-plough their standing
cauliflower and cabbage crops in Punjab and Haryana;
and, more recently, the crash in tomato prices for
farmers in Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh — I am
reminded of the Operation Greens scheme launched in
the 2018-19 Budget with an outlay of Rs 500 crore to
stabilise the prices of tomato, onion and potato.
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Tata Motors shares get hoost
after CLSA upgrade. Check
target price

New Delhi. Shares of Tata Motors are set for a boost
after brokerage firm CLSA upgraded its rating. The
foreign brokerage now sees the stock as a ‘high
conviction outperform,” up from just ‘outperform’
before. It has kept the target price at Rs 930 per share,
suggesting a 36% upside from the previous close of
Rs682.50.

Ataround 11:04 am, shares of Tata Motors were trading
0.34% higher at Rs 683.90 on the Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE). It was up over 1% in early
trade.CLSA said the Tata Motors stock has dropped
nearly 40% in six months due to weak demand for
JLR in key markets, a slowdown in domestic
commercial vehicles and passenger vehicles for
FY26, and worries about US import tariffs on
European cars, which could hurt JLR sales in
America.It noted that JLR is trading at just 1.2 times
its estimated FY27 EV/EBITDA, much lower than
the usual 2.5 times multiple. This includes an
expected 4% CAGR in JLR’s volume for FY25-27
and an average EBIT margin of 8.8% for FY26-27.

Right now, JLR’s implied per-share value is just Rs 200
compared to CLSA’s Rs 450 target in its sum-of-the-
parts valuation. That gives some room for protection
against weak demand and the impact of US tariffs, the
brokerage said.

Tata Motors reported a 22% drop in profit to Rs 5,451
crore for Q3, hit by a slowdown in JLR and weaker
demand in markets like China.Revenue grew 3% YoY
to Rs 1.13 lakh crore. While JLR’s EBIT margin
improved 9%, analysts pointed out that much of it
came from lower depreciation, while margins in the
CV and PV segments in India got a boost from PLI
incentives.It may be noted that Emkay Global is also
bullish, setting a Rs 950 target, while MOFSL has a
more cautious view, keeping a ‘neutral’ rating with a
Rs 755 target, citing margin pressure at JLR and weak
demand in India.

Hexaware Technologies
shares debut at 5%
premium over PO price

New Delhi. Hexaware Technologies made a weak
stock market debut on Wednesday, listing at Rs
745.50 on the National Stock Exchange (NSE),
marking a 5.30% premium to its issue price of Rs 708
per share. On the BSE, the stock opened at Rs 731,
reflecting a 3.25% premium.The listing was largely
in line with expectations, as the grey market premium
(GMP) had disappeared ahead of the debut,
indicating weak demand.The Navi Mumbai-based IT
solutions provider had offered shares in a price range
of Rs 674-708 per share, raising Rs 8,750 crore
through an offer-for-sale (OFS) of 12.35 crore shares
by its promoters and existing shareholders. Investors
could bid for aminimum of21 shares and in multiples
thereafter. The TPO saw lukewarm demand, with an
overall subscription of 2.66 times. The qualified
institutional buyers (QIB) segment drove the issue,
subscribing 9.09 times their allotted portion.

However, non-institutional investors (NIIs) showed
little interest, with their portion subscribed at just
20%. Retail investors and employees subscribed 11%
and 32%, respectively.Founded in 1992, Hexaware
Technologies provides global digital and technology
services, integrating artificial intelligence to enhance
customer experiences and business processes.The
company leverages Al to drive innovation and
efficiency in an increasingly digital landscape.

Brokerage firms were largely positive on Hexaware’s
long-term prospects, but the tepid listing reflects
broader market sentiment and muted bidding during
the IPO.The issue was managed by Kotak Mahindra
Capital, JP Morgan India, HSBC Securities & Capital
Markets, Citigroup Global Markets India, and IIFL
Securities, with Kfin Technologies as the registrar.

BSNL turnaround in third
quarter because of
accounting changes

NEW DELHI. State-owned BSNL’s turnaround
story is more an accounting changes than
operational improvement.The company reported
Rs 271 crore profits in the third quarter, first time
in 17 years. In the previous quarter, the company
had posted aloss of Rs 1,267 crore.

According to detailed financial results released on
Tuesday, the depreciation and amortisation cost of
the company dropped 44% in the third quarter of
the current financial year to Rs 814 crore against
Rs 1,443 crore in the previous year.Depreciation
and amortisation costs are shown as expenses in
the profit and loss statement of a company.

The reason for the sharp fall is that the company
during the third quarter changed the method of
amortisation of spectrum fees from Straight Line
Method (SLM) to the Unit Based Amortization
Method (UBAM) with effect from the beginning
of the current financial year (2024-25). This
change of method has resulted in a decline in value
of the amortisation cost.Additionally, the
employee cost also came down by Rs 276 crore, or
13.7%, to Rs 1,735 crore in the quarter ended
December 31,2024, compared to Rs 2,011 crore in
the same quarter of the previous year.According to
the auditor’s report, the obligation of the company
for employee retirement benefits is short-funded
by Rs 414 crore towards gratuity and by Rs 122
crore towards leave encashment.The telecom
service provider also cut down its net loss for the
nine-month period ending 31 December 2024. The
company’s net loss decreased from Rs 4,522 crore
in the same period of the previous year to Rs 2,527
crore, representing a reduction of Rs 1,995 crore or
44.1%.The company has reported a 9.3% year-on-
year growth in revenue in the October-December
quarter.However, 20 circles have turned EBITDA
positive in the third quarter of the current financial
year; when compared to 12 Circles last December
Quarter. Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL)
will prioritise the rapid expansion of'its 4G and 5G
networks to enhance service quality and increase
network reach, providing customers with faster
and more reliable connectivity.

The 2024 Burgundy Private Hurun

NEW DELHI.

LIC suffers Rs 84,000 crore dent in
portfolio amid stock market crash

New Delhi. The ongoing correction in the

equity market has weighed heavily on
state-owned life insurer, Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC), which has
seen the total value of stocks held by it dip
around Rs 84,000 crore in the past one-
and-half months. As of the December
2024 quarter, the value of LIC's holdings
in listed companies stood at Rs 14.72
trillion. At current prices (February 18,
2025), the value of these holdings stands
at Rs 13.87 trillion, translating into a
mark-to-market hit of Rs 84,247 crore or
5.7 per cent.The study is based on 330
companies where LIC holds over 1
percentage point (ppt) stake in the
December 2024 quarter. These
companies accounted for 66 per cent of
total market capitalisation (market-cap)
of all BSE listed companies. A large
portion of the fall is attributed to the over
10 per cent correction in ITC (Rs 11,863
crore), Larsen & Toubro (Rs 6,713 crore)
and State Bank of India (Rs 5,647 crore)
shares, thus far in CY25. These stocks
have accounted for 29 per cent of the total

Reliance is Ind

Check top 10 firms in Hurun India 500

NEW DELHI. Reliance Industries

(RIL) is still at the top as India's most

valuable company for the fourth year Among unlisted companies, NSE, Serum
Institute of India, Zoho, Zerodha,
Megha Engineering, Parle Products,
Intas Pharma, Dream11, Razorpay, and
Amalgamations topped the list.

straight, according to the latest
Burgundy Private and Hurun India 500
list. Mukesh Ambani's company is
ahead of Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS) and HDFC Bank.

India 500 report values Reliance at Rs
17.5 lakh crore. TCS comes in second
atRs 16.1 lakh crore, and HDFC Bank
takes third place with Rs 14.2 lakh
crore.Reliance's value jumped 12% in
a year, while TCS shot up 30% and
HDFC Bank climbed 26%. Motilal
Oswal Financial Services was the
biggest gainer on the list, rocketing
297% in value over a year. Inox Wind
and Zepto also saw their values nearly
triple.Bharti Airtel made its way into
the top five for the first time, jumping
two spots as its value surged 75% to Rs
9.74 lakh crore. Meanwhile, the
National Stock Exchange (NSE) broke

Mittal offloads Rs

NEW DELHI: Sunil Bharti Mittal-

backed Indian Continent Investment
Limited (ICIL) offloaded Rs 8,500
crore worth of shares in Bharti Airtel
on Tuesday.As per a statement by the
company, ICIL sold 5.11 crore
shares of Bharti Airtel through a
block deal. Bharti Telecom, one of
the largest promoters of Bharti
Airtel, acquired 1.20 crore of those
shares worth Rs 2,000 crore. As per
information available on
exchanges, foreign investors
bought shares worth Rs 5,581 crore,
while domestic investors acquired
shares worth Rs 754 crore.

GQG Partners through its different

funds acquired around Rs 4,000 crore
worth of shares, the largest among the
FIIs. Vanguard International Value
Fund acquired shares worth Rs 282
crore and White-Oak India Equity
Fund bought Rs 134 crore shares.

Prior to the transaction, ICIL held

3.31% in Airtel. “Indian Continent
Investment Limited (ICIL),

LIC’s value erosion.In total 26
companies, LIC have seen market value
erosion of Rs 1,000 crore. The insurer’s
market value in Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS), Jio Financial Services,
HCL Technologies, JSW Energy, Adani
Ports and Special Economic Zone, HDFC
Bank and IDBI Bank has declined in the
range of Rs 2,000 crore to Rs 4,000
crore.NBFCs: Top value destroyers

Among sectors, financials including banks,

non-banking financial companies
(NBFCs) and insurance companies, the
top value destroyers, accounted for 22 per
cent (Rs 18,385 crore) of total value
erosion in LIC’s portfolio during the
period under review. Information
technology (Rs 8,981 crore),
infrastructure (Rs 8,313 crore), power
generation (Rs 7,193 crore) and
pharmaceuticals (Rs 4,591 crore) are
other sectors, in which LIC lost over Rs
4,000 crore in value during the period.

ALSO READ: DIIs close India Inc
ownership gap with foreign portfolio

Maruti Suzuki India, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Bharti Airtel, Bajaj Finserv, JSW
Steel and SBI Cards have buck the trend,
by adding between Rs 1,000 crore to Rs
3,000 crore in LIC’s coffers. Reliance
Industries (RIL) and Tata Consumer
Products added Rs 840 crore each.

No respite soon
Analysts rule out an early respite in LIC’s

fortunes as they expect the markets to
remain volatile amid intermittent bouts of
recovery, which could get sold into.
Those at HSBC, for instance, expect
India's valuation multiple to remain under
pressure until earnings stabilize. The

December 2024 quarter (Q3-FY25)
results, they said, were below estimates,
even amid the backdrop of lowered
expectations. They expect growth to
remain tepid for at least two quarters
before the lower base or potential policy
impact kicks in and see downside risk to
consensus’s 15 per cent growth
expectations in CY25. “The fall has
created a good opportunity for
companies with a strong or improving
growth narrative. Recent results affirm
improving growth prospects for software
companies and the sector also benefits
from the weak rupee. A less restrictive
monetary policy will be good for lenders
struggling for capital. We also like
consumer companies that benefit from
the recovery in rural demand or are
tapping into the overseas market,” said
Herald van der Linde, head of equity
strategy for Asia Pacific at HSBC. ALSO
READ: Equity MFs rake in Rs 39,688 cr
in January despite market volatility The
allure of US assets has intensified in the
last few months.

{q R(i‘llance

The total value of the 2024 Burgundy

investors However, Bajaj Finance,

io's most valuable company.  Quality Power IPO: Chedk

allotment status, latest
GMP and listing date

NEW DELHI. The allotment of shares for Quality
Power IPO will be finalised on Wednesday. The
IPO received a muted response from investors
but was fully subscribed by the end of the bidding
process.

Quality Power IPO opened for subscription on
February 14, 2025, aiming to raise Rs 858.70
crore. The public issue consisted of a fresh issue
of 53 lakh shares worth Rs 225 crore and an offer
for sale (OFS) of 1.49 crore shares worth Rs
633.70 crore.The IPO was subscribed 1.29 times
overall. The retail category saw a subscription of
1.82 times, while Qualified Institutional Buyers
(QIBs) subscribed 1.03 times. Non-Institutional
Investors (NIIs) showed a subscription of 1.45
times.Investors who applied for the Quality
Power IPO can check their allotment status
through the BSE website or the registrar's
website (Link Intime India Private Ltd).

HOW TO CHECKALLOTMENT STATUS

Investors who have bid for the IPO can check their
allotment through the websites of Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE) and Link Intime India Private
Ltd, the registrar for the issue.If you’ve applied
for the Quality Power IPO, you can check your
allotment status online in a few simple steps:

STEPS TO CHECK ALLOTMENT
THROUGH THE BSE WEBSITE

Go to the BSE website by clicking here.

Click on 'Equity'.Choose 'Quality Power Limited'
from the list.Put in your application number and
PAN card ID.Confirm that you're not a robot and
submit.

STEPS TO CHECK ALLOTMENT
THROUGH LINK INTIME LIMITED

Visit the Link Intime India Private Ltd website.

Select'Quality Power Limited'.

Choose the Application Number/Demat
Account/PAN option and enter the details.

Enter the Captcha.

Click on the 'SUBMIT! option.

LATEST GMPFOR QUALITY POWER IPO

The Grey Market Premium (GMP) for Quality
Power IPO has seen a significant decline. Earlier,
it was around Rs 135, but it has now dropped to
Rs0,asof February 19,2025,07:58 AM.

With the price band set between Rs 401 to Rs 425
per share, the estimated listing price remains at
Rs 425, meaning there is no expected gain or loss
based on GMP.The minimum lot size for an
application is 26 shares, requiring a minimum
investment of Rs 10,426 for retail investors.
Before the IPO opened for public subscription,
the company raised Rs 386.41 crore from anchor
investors.

10 companies alone have a combined
value bigger than Saudi Arabia's GDP.
These companies have done better than
the stock market too, with the BSE
Sensex rising 27% and the Nifty 50
climbing 30%, while the average
growth for these firms was 40%.KEY
POINTERS FROM REPORT
Adani Ports & SEZ, part of
billionaire Gautam Adani's
empire, was worth Rs 2,73,530
crore as of December 13. The
[lt"\ Limitet whole Adani Group (9 listed
Tndust . firms)had a total value of Rs 13.40
| lakh crore. Meanwhile, Ambani’s
Reliance was valued at Rs 19.71
lakh crore.
Tata Sns, which has 15 companies
under its umbrella, was the highest
valued industrial group at Rs 32.27
lakh crore, making up 10% of the entire
Hurun 500 list.Motilal Oswal was the
fastest-growing company this year,
soaring 297% in value. Inox Wind and
Zepto also saw massive gains.

8,500 cr worth of shares in Airtel

acquired 1.2% stake in Bharti Airtel
from ICIL. With this latest
transaction, Bharti Telecom’s stake in
Airtel has increased to about 40.47%.
The company said this reaffirmed its
commitment to strengthening its
position as the principal vehicle to
hold a controlling stake in Airtel,
while maintaining a prudent leverage
profile.“With this, Bharti Telecom
holds 40.47% of Airtel, reinforcing its
intent of strengthening its position as
principal vehicle to hold controlling
stake in Airtel, remaining focused on
gradually raising its stake while
maintaining a leverage profile as it
does s0,” said the company.

ICIL is owned by Mittal, founder and
chairman of Bharti Airtel, and his
family. The company serves as an
investment arm of Mittal family,
holding major stakes in various
companies, including Airtel. Share
prices of Airtel closed at Rs 1,669.50,
down Rs 6.05 or 0.36% from its
previous closing price.

into the top 10, now valued at Rs 4.7
lakh crore.

<

Private Hurun India 500 companies
stands at Rs 324 lakh crore (about $3.8
trillion). This is more than India's GDP
and even the combined economies of
the UAE, Indonesia, and Spain.The top

promoter-group entity of Bharti
Airtel, has today sold 0.84%
shareholding (5.11 crore shares) in
Airtel via a market transaction, for an
aggregate amount of Rs 8,485.11

crore,” Airtel said on Tuesday in an

exchange filing. It said Bharti
Telecom anchored the trade by
acquiring 1.20 crore shares (24% of
ICIL’s sale of today), helping overall
book to be allocated to key marquee
long only names, both global and
domestic. This transaction marks the
second significant stake purchased by
Bharti Telecom in recent months. In
November 2024, the company had

Small SIP, big returns: Check how Rs

250 a m

.SBI Mutual Fund's new

JanNivesh SIP is making
investing more accessible,
letting anyone start with as
little as Rs 250 a month.

A cup of coffee or a
Netflix subscription costs more than Rs
250 a month, but have you ever thought
about what that small amount could do if
invested wisely?Many people hesitate to
invest because they think it requires
large sums of money or carries too much
risk. That’s why systematic investment
plans (SIPs) have become a popular
choice. They simplify investing and
reduce risk by allowing small, consistent
contributions.

SBIJANNIVESH SIP

SBI Mutual Fund’s new JanNivesh SIP is
making investing more accessible,
letting anyone start with as little as Rs
250 a month.Investors can choose to
invest daily, weekly or monthly and need

onth can grow to Rs 17 lakh

e Low-cost investment: Investors can start

with as little as Rs 250 per month,

making it an affordable option. The SIP
offers daily, weekly, and monthly
investment plans.Easy digital access:

= == The JanNivesh SIP will be available on

o SMTES SBI YONO and popular fintech

. platforms like Paytm, Groww, and
Zerodha, making it simple for investors
to manage their portfolios.

Affordable and sustainable: The initiative
is designed to be cost-effective, ensuring
steady growth for small investors.

Challa Sreenivasulu Setty, Chairman,
State Bank of India, said, "Through the
JanNivesh SIP on our YONO app, we
aim to empower more customers with
innovative investment opportunities

BE A PART f

JanNivesh VIKSIT BHARAT JOURNEY

Jan Jan Ka Nivesh

®Gowy COIN

a minimum of 60 instalments.A small
investment of just Rs 250 per month can
grow into a considerable amount over
time. If an investor earns an expected
return of 15% per year, a monthly SIP of
Rs 250 for 30 years can generate a
corpus of Rs 17.30 lakh.

If the investment period is extended to 45

years, the total amount could rise to Rs

not take inflation into account, which
may impact the actual purchasing power
of the corpus.At a lower expected return
of 10% per year, a Rs 250 monthly SIP
for 30 years will result in a corpus of Rs
5.65 lakh. This highlights how
consistent investing over time can help
individuals build a strong financial
foundation.

1.63 crore. However, these figures do KEY FEATURES

besides promoting financial inclusion."”

Nand Kishore, MD & CEO of SBI Mutual

Fund, said, "JanNivesh SIP is a pivotal
step towards democratising wealth
creation and promoting financial
inclusion in India. By lowering entry
barriers and leveraging digital
platforms, we aim to attract first-time
investors, small savers, and those in the
unorganized sector, with SIP starting at
justRs. 250."
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Swati Maliwai asks Arvind Kejriwal to appoint
Dalit Leader of Opposition in Delhi

In her letter to Arvind Kejriwal, Swati Maliwal said that choosing a Dalit MLA as the Leader of Opposition in the

Delhi Assembly would be a "key step towards adhering to our core principles" and just a political move.

»Swati Maliwal
writes letter to AAP
chief Arvind Kejriwal
~She recalls
unfulfilled promise

of Dalit Deputy
Chief Minister in

Ambedkar.

i said, "Three years ago, Kejriwal ji
__Pﬂlu_b had promise):i in P%njab Jthat hJe
~Letter comes ahead would make a Dalit Deputy Chief
of BJP's Minister, but that promise has not

been fulfilled till date.”
announcement of "I hope this time he will pay true
next Delhi Chief tribute to respected Babasaheb
Minister Ambedkar ji by making a Dalit

MLA from Delhi the LOP," she

Army man donates son's organs
after he dies in accident, saves 6
patients

A=K T -~
New Delhi. Havildar Naresh Kumar, a serving Non-
Commissioner Officer of the 10th Battalion the
MAHAR Regiment, donated his son's organs after the
18-year-old died in a road accident. Kumar's act of
courage helped save the lives of six critically ill
patients.

On February 16, just a week after Arshdeep Singh died
on February 8, Kumar consented to donate his son's
liver, kidney, pancreas and cornea. The liver and
kidney were transported via a green corridor to the
Army Hospital Research and Referral in New Delhi
and the pancreas was donated to a patient battling life-
threatening type 1 diabetes with chronic kidney
disease. Meanwhile, the corneas were preserved to
restore sight to those in need.

This life-saving effort was made possible through the
expertise of Command Hospital, Chandimandir,
renowned for organ retrieval.

Central armed forces to take
over Bhakra-Nangal Dam
security from April

atmry. .
New Delhi. In a major security upgrade, the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF) will replace the police
forces of Punjab and Himachal Pradesh at Bhakra and
Nangal dams. Sources confirmed that at least 300 CISF
personnel will be deployed to guard both dams, which
are 35 kilometres apart. While Bhakra Dam is currently
under Punjab Police protection, Nangal Dam is secured
by Himachal Pradesh Police. This will be the fourth
projectin the state taken over by the CISF,

The Bhakra-Nangal Dam, a concrete gravity dam on the

Satluj River, is a key hydroelectric and irrigation project

forming the Gobind Sagar reservoir.

The decision to deploy the CISF comes after security

assessments by central agencies, which recommended

that a single specialised force would be better suited to
protect such critical infrastructure.

Sources said that the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
has given the green signal, with CISF deployment
expected from April onwards. The move follows
concerns over various threat perceptions and security
protocols, leading the Bhakra Beas Management Board
(BBMB) to hand over security to the CISF. Last year,
the force also took over the protection of the Beas-Sutlej
Link from Himachal Pradesh Police.

Intelligence agencies have flagged security threats to the
Bhakra Dam over the years, particularly regarding the
risk of sabotage. While experts believe the dam
structure itself is highly resilient, any attack on
peripheral infrastructure, powerhouses, or transmission
systems could have serious consequences.

Former Punjab DGP Shashikant welcomed the decision,
stressing the strategic importance of the dams. "Local
police were guarding both vital installations. If there
was a security threat and something untoward
happened, the water flow could be affected, spreading
across regions and even toward Pakistan. Thismoveisa
step in the right direction," he said.

New Delhi. Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) Rajya Sabha MP Swati
Maliwal on Wednesday asked
party chief Arvind Kejriwal to
appoint a Dalit Leader of the
Opposition in the Delhi Assembly
to "pay true tribute" to BR

Taking to X, Maliwal posted a letter
she wrote to Kejriwal today and

=

added. In conclusion, the AAP
MP said that choosing a Dalit
MLA as the Leader of Opposition
would be a "key step towards
adhering to our core principles"”
and just a political move.

hiatus of 27 years.

Maliwal's letter comes as the BJP

is expected to announce the new
Delhi Chief Minister today, more
than a week after it stormed to
power in the capital city after a

The oath taking ceremony will
take place at noon on Thursday
in the city's Ramlila Maidan.
The invitation has also been
extended to Kejriwal and
former Chief Minister Atishi.

The name of the next Chief
Minister will be announced
following a meeting of the
BJP's Parliamentary Board,
the party's highest decision-
making body.

In the high-stakes February 5
Delhi Assembly polls, the

AAP faced a crushing defeat by

winning only 22 out of the 70

seats, thus ending the party's 10-

year regime in the national

capital. The BIP won 48 seats.

PM Modi Pays Homage To Chhatrapati
Shivaji On His Birth Anniversary

PM Modi Pays Homage To Chhatrapati Shivaji On His Birth AnniversaryChhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Jayanti: PM Modi

said Chhatrapati Shivaji inspires in building a strong, self-reliant and prosperous India.

New Delhi. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi paid homage to Maratha empire
founder Chhatrapati Shivaji on his birth
anniversary on Wednesday.

PM Modi said on X, "His valour and
visionary leadership laid the foundation
for Swarajya, inspiring generations to
uphold the values of courage and
justice. He inspires us in building a
strong, self-reliant and prosperous
India." Born in 1630 in Maharashtra,
Shivaji combined military genius and
political dexterity to challenge the
Muslim sultans in the south and
Mughals in the north to expand his
kingdom, which went on to become
India's most powerful empire before the
British defeated it.

Ensure Full Implementation Of New Criminal
Laws In J&K By April: Amit Shah

New Delhi. Union Home Minister Amit
Shah chaired a review meeting on the
implementation of three new criminal
laws in Jammu and Kashmir, in the
presence of Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha and Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, in New Delhi on Tuesday.

The meeting reviewed the
implementation and present status
of various new provisions related
to police, prisons, courts,
prosecution, and forensics in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by the F=5
Union Home Secretary, Chief §
Secretary and Director General of
Police of Jammu and Kashmir, the
Director General of the Bureau of
Police Research and Development
(BPRD), the Director General of
the National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB), and other senior officials
from the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) and the UT administration.

During the discussion in the meeting,
Home Minister Shah asked the UT
administration to ensure full
implementation of the three new

criminal laws, made under the

leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in Jammu and Kashmir by April
2025. He said that optimum use of
technology should be made to ensure
speedy justice under the three new
criminal laws.

The Home Minister said that for the full
implementation of the new laws, it is
imperative to change the attitude of the

police personnel and the
administration and create awareness
about the new laws among the citizens.

He stated that with a decline in terror

activities and improvement in security
scenarios in Jammu and Kashmir, the

police should now prioritise

safeguarding the rights of its citizens.

HM Shah added that there is an urgent

need to use the provision of Trial in

Absentia in the union territory.
The Home Minister stressed the need to

fix the responsibility of police officers
to expedite the process of filing
chargesheets. He said that
every police station in Jammu
and Kashmir should put the
maximum use of the National
Automated Fingerprint
Identification System (NAFIS)
! intopractice.

He said that 100 per cent training
of investigating officers
regarding the provisions of the
new laws should be ensured, at
the earliest. HM Shah said that
decisions on provisions related to
terrorism and organised crime should
be taken only after thorough scrutiny at
the level of the Superintendent of
Police. He added that strict monitoring
is required to ensure that these
provisions under the new laws are not
misused.

Centre asks social media
platforms to remove app
enabling caller 1D fraud

CLI, also known as caller ID spoofing, is a
fraudulent technique in which a caller
alters their phone number to appear as
someone else. Many apps are used by
scammers to carry out this deception,

often to trick people into sharing
personal or financial information.

New Delhi. In a bid to curb cyber fraud, the Centre
has sent an advisory to social media platforms,
including Facebook, Instagram and X among
others, directing them to remove applications that
enable users to manipulate their caller Ids.

Essentially, a move against Calling Line
Identification (CLI), the Ministry of
Communications, in its advisory, said that such
offences where a person obtains "subscriber
identity modules or other telecommunication
identification through fraud" is in violation of the
Telecommunications Act as it is punishable by up
to three years in prison or a fine extending up to Rs
50 lakh orboth.

CLI, also known as caller ID spoofing, is a
fraudulent technique in which a caller alters their
phone number to appear as someone else. Many
apps are used by scammers to carry out this
deception, often to trick people into sharing
personal or financial information.

The government further pointed out a recent
instance where a social media influencer had told
people about how to change their CLI so that it
appeared as a different number to the receiver,
necessitating the need to issue the advisory.

"Any application that allows to tamper telecom
identifier (like CLI, IP address, IMEI etc) is
abetting users in committing an offence by
contravening provisions of Telecommunications
Act, 2023 and therefore Social media platforms
and Application hosting platforms are required to
remove such content/applications that allows or
promotes tamper of telecom identifier in
contravention to the provisions of the
Telecommunications Act, 2023." the ministry said
in an official statement.

Issuing the advisory, the government has asked all
social media platforms and application hosting
platforms to comply and send a compliance report
to the Department of Telecommunications by
February 28.

Real Estate Firm Raymond Ltd
Reports Cyber Security Incident

- x

New Delhi. Real estate firm Raymond Ltd on
Wednesday reported a cyber security incident at
the company that impacted some of its I T assets.

In a regulatory filing, Raymond Ltd informed that
"a cyber security incident has occurred at the
company and it has impacted some of the IT assets
which have been isolated." The incident has not
impacted our core systems and operations, it
added. "None of our customer operations and
store operations have been affected and the same
are up and running normally," the company said.

Raymond assured that the technical team of the
company along with a specialized team of
cybersecurity experts and the management
responded promptly and initiated necessary
precautions and protocols to mitigate the impact
of this incident.

"The company is investigating the matter and
appropriate containment and remediation actions
are being taken in a controlled manner to address
the incident," the filing said.

With the inception in 1925, Raymond Group has
been a pioneer and leader in fabric manufacturing
and then forayed in other sectors such as
engineering business and real estate. After
demerging its lifestyle business into a separate
listed entity in the year 2024, Raymond Ltd now
has two core businesses of real estate and
engineering.

BJP yet to announce Delhi Chief Minister,
today's oath invite already out

Eleven days after the BJP secured a stunning win in Delhi after 27 years by defeating AAP, the party is set to end the suspense over

the new Chief Minister today when it announces the name of the person in the legislative partv meet.

New Delhi. The BJP, which defeated AAP
and won in Delhi after 27 years, will end
days of suspense as it will announce the
new Delhi Chief Minister today even as
the party has sent out oath invites for
Thursday's swearing-in ceremony at the
iconic Ramlila Maidan.

Eleven days after the BIP's victory, the
saffron party will hold a legislative party
meeting at the party's Delhi unit office to
decide the new Chief Minister. Once the
newly-elected MLAs from Delhi
announce the Chief Minister, he or she
will meet Lt Governor VK Saxena at his
residence and stake claim to power.

The BIP's Parliamentary Board, the party's
highest decision-making body. will meet
at noon to decide the observers for the
legislative party meeting of the newly-
elected MLAs.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's recent
visits to France and the US had led to the
delay in the announcement of the new

Delhi Chief Minister. He is expected to
attend the key meeting at the party's
headquarters.
Among the names doing the rounds are
Parvesh Verma, who defeated three-time
MLA and AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal

from New Delhi,

former Leader of
Opposition Vijender Gupta, Rekha
Gupta, Ashish Sood, Satish Upadhyay

and Jitender Mahajan.

winning 48 of the 70 seats.

like Tarun Chugh, Delhi BIP
Virendra Sachdeva, Delhi

In the February 5 Assembly polls, the BJP
ended the 10 year-rule of AAP in Delhi by

Earlier, the BJP held a meeting at the party's
Delhi unit office to discuss the oath taking
ceremony preparations. Senior leaders

secretaries, all seven BJP MPs from the
national capital were present at the
meeting.

PREPARATIONS FOR OATH TAKING
CEREMONY NEARLY DONE

Preparations for the swearing-in ceremony
in Delhi are almost complete at the
Ramlila Maidan. Three big stages have
been built and PM Modi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and Lt Governor VK
Saxena will sit on the main stage.

Religious leaders will have a place to sit on
the second stage. The current MPs and
elected MLAs of Delhi will sit on the third
stage. Film stars have been given space
below the stage.

The swearing-in ceremony will begin at
11:15 am and will end at 12:25 pm. The
Chief Minister will take the oath at 12:05
pm. As per protocol, invitations have been
sent to AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal and
carctaker Chief Minister Atishi to attend

chief
the event.

BIP
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US Food Authority Chief
Resigns Amid Trump's Mass
Firings: Report

Washington, United States.A senior US Food and Drug
Administration official who recently oversaw the
agency's banning of a coloring linked to cancer has
resigned to protest "indiscriminate" firings by
President Donald Trump's government, reports said
Tuesday.Jim Jones, who joined the FDA in 2023,
wrote in a letter seen by Bloomberg News that the
layoffs of 89 staffers in the food division which he
heads will severely hinder efforts to implement
Health Secretary Robert F Kennedy Jr's agenda of
improving Americans' diets.

"I was looking forward to working to pursue the
department's agenda of improving the health of
Americans by reducing diet-related chronic disease
and risks from chemicals in food," he said, but the new
administration's "disdain for the very people" needed
to make these goals a reality meant it was "fruitless for
me to continue in this role."The resignation was first
reported by industry publication Food Fix.

Jones's departure comes amid widespread federal job
cuts involving thousands of people, as Elon Musk's
so-called Department of Government Efficiency
spearheads an aggressive downsizing initiative,
particularly targeting employees still within their
probationary period, which lasts at least a year.

Last week, AFP reported that nearly half of an elite team
of epidemiologists at the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), known as the "disease
detectives," were also dismissed. Experts warn that
such cuts could endanger public health, especially as
concerns grow over the potential for a broader bird flu
outbreak in humans.

Jones, who previously served in the Environmental
Protection Agency, last month oversaw a ban on Red
Dye No 3, a coloring long known to cause cancer in
animals but still widely used in thousands of US food
products. Health Secretary Kennedy has positioned
food industry reform as a cornerstone of his "Make
America Healthy Again" initiative, advocating
against harmful chemicals and non-nutritive
additives while pushing for stricter labeling laws to
combat the nation's obesity epidemic.

13-Year-Old Domestic Help In
Pakistan Allegedly Tortured

And Killed For Stealing
Chocolates

World. A couple in Pakistan has been arrested for
allegedly killing a 13-year-old domestic help for
stealing chocolates. According to the BBC, the girl,
who goes only by Iqra, succumbed to severe injuries
in hospital last week. A preliminary police
investigation said she had been subjected to brutal
torture before death. An autopsy is being conducted to
assess the full extent of her injuries. The gitl's
employers, Rashid Shafiq and his wife Sana, along
with a Quran teacher who worked for the family have
been arrested. The teacher had reportedly brought the
girl to the hospital and left after telling hospital staff
that her father had died and her mother was not
around.

Iqra's death has triggered a wave of outrage on social
media, with the hashtag #Justiceforlqra gaining tens
of thousands of views. The incident has also reignited
discussions on child labour and the abuse of domestic
workers in the country, the BBC reported. Notably,
laws pertaining to child labour vary across the
country, however, in Pakistan's Punjab, children
under the age of 15 cannot be employed as domestic
workers. “My heart cries tears of blood. How many...
are subjected to violence in their homes every day for
a trivial job of a few thousand?" activist Shehr Bano
wrote on X. "How long will the poor continue to lower
their daughters into graves in this way?" she added.

Some users pointed out that her murder was allegedly
triggered by something so minor. "She died over
chocolate?" one user wrote on X. "This is not just a
crime, it's a reflection of (2) system that enables (the)
rich to treat (the) poor as disposable," said another.

Speaking to the BBC, Iqra's father, Sana Ullah, said that
his daughter began working as a maid at the age of 8.
He said that he had sent her to work because he was in
debt. After working for a few employees, the 13-year-
old went to work for the couple two years ago, who
have eight children of their own. Iqra was earning
around $28 per month.

Pope Francis Has Pneumonia In
Both Lungs, His Condition Remains
"Complex’

Vatican City.Pope Francis, who was admitted to
hospital last week, has developed pneumonia in both
of his lungs, the Vatican said Tuesday, adding that the
88-year-old was in "good spirits"."The laboratory
tests, chest X-ray, and the Holy Father's clinical
condition continue to present a complex picture”, the
Vatican said in a statement.Francis was admitted to
Rome's Gemelli hospital last Friday for bronchitis,
but the Vatican on Monday said it was changing his
treatment following tests.It said Tuesday that a
"polymicrobial infection" which has come on top of
"bronchiectasis and asthmatic bronchitis, and which
required the use of cortisone antibiotic therapy, makes
therapeutic treatment more complex"."The follow-up
chest CT scan which the Holy Father underwent this
afternoon... demonstrated the onset of bilateral
pneumonia, which required additional drug therapy,"
it said. The pontiff had part of his right lung cut away
when he was 21, after developing pleurisy that almost
killed him.The Vatican had already cancelled a papal
audience on Saturday and said he would not attend a
mass on Sunday, although it has yet to announce plans
for his weekly Angelus prayer, held on
Sunday.Nevertheless, Pope Francis is in good spirits,"
it added.The pope spent his fifth day in hospital
alternating rest with prayer and reading texts, the
Vatican said.Francis, the head of the Catholic Church
since 2013, was admitted to hospital after struggling
for several days to read his texts in public.

Panama holds nearly 300 US deportees from India,
other nations as officials work on their return

PANAMA CITY. Panama is detaining in a
hotel nearly 300 people from various
countries deported under US President
Donald Trump, not allowing them to leave
while waiting for international authorities
to organize a return to their countries.

More than 40% of the migrants, authorities
say, won't voluntarily return to their
homeland. Migrants in the hotel rooms
held messages to the windows reading
"Help" and "We are not save (sic) in our
country."The migrants hailed from 10
mostly Asian countries, including Iran,
India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, China and others.The US has
difficulty deporting directly to some of
those countries so Panama is being used as
a stopover. Costa Rica was expected to
receive a similar flight of third-country
deportees on Wednesday.Panama's
Security Minister Frank Abrego said
Tuesday the migrants are receiving

medical attention and food as part of
a migration agreement between
Panama and the US.The
Panamanian government has now
agreed to serve as a "bridge" or
transit country for deportees, while
the US bears all the costs of the
operation. The agreement was
announced earlier this month after
US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio's visit.Panamanian President
José Raul Mulino, who faces
political pressure over Trump's
threats of retaking control of the
Panama Canal, announced the
arrival of the first of the deportation
flights last Thursday.The
confinement and legal limbo the
deportees face has raised alarm in the
Central American country, especially as
images spread of migrants peaking through
the windows of their rooms on high floors

of the hotel and displaying the notes
pleading for help.Abrego denied the
foreigners are being detained even though
they cannot leave the rooms of their hotel,
which is being guarded by police.Abrego

said that 171 of the 299 deportees
have agreed to return voluntarily to
their respective countries with help
from the International Organization
for Migration and the UN Refugee
Agency.UN agencies are talking
with the other 128 migrants in an
effort to find a destination for them
in third countries. Abrego said that
one deported Irish citizen has
already returned to her
country.Those who do not agree to
return to their countries will be
temporarily held in a facility in the
remote Darien province through
which hundreds of thousands of
migrants have crossed on their
journey north in recent years,
Abrego said.The Panamanian
Ombudsman's Office was scheduled to
provide more details on the deportees'
situation later Tuesday.

Ukraine isn't invited to its own peace talks. History is
full of such examples and the results are devastating

World. Ukraine has not been invited to a
key meeting between American and
Russian officials in Saudi Arabia this
week to decide what peace in the
country might look like.Ukrainian

President Volodymyr Zelensky said |

Ukraine will “never accept” any
decisions in talks without its
participation to end Russia’s three-
year war in the country.A decision to
negotiate the sovereignty of
Ukrainians without them -- as well as
US President Donald Trump’s
blatantly extortionate attempt to claim
half of Ukraine’s rare mineral wealth
as the price for ongoing US support --
reveals a lot about how Trump sees
Ukraine and Europe.

But this is not the first time large powers
have colluded to negotiate new borders
or spheres of influence without the
input of the people who live there. Such
high-handed power politics rarely ends
well for those affected, as these seven
historical examples show.

1. The Scramble for Africa

In the winter of 1884—-85, German leader
Otto von Bismarck invited the powers
of Europe to Berlin for a conference to

formalise the division of the entire

African continent among them. Not a
single African was present at the
conference that would come to be
known as “The Scramble for Africa.”
Among other things, the conference led
to the creation of the Congo Free State
under Belgian control, the site of
colonial atrocities thatkilled millions.
Germany also established the colony of

German South West Africa (present-
day Namibia), where the first genocide
of the 20th century was later
perpetrated against its colonised
peoples.
2. The Tripartite Convention
It wasn’t just Africa that was divided
up this way. In 1899, Germany and
the United States held a conference
and forced an agreement on the
Samoans to split their islands
between the two powers.This was
despite the Samoans expressing a
desire for either self-rule or a
confederation of Pacific states with
Hawai'i. As “compensation” for
missing out in Samoa, Britain received
uncontested primacy over Tonga.
German Samoa came under the rule of
New Zealand after the first world war
and remained a territory until 1962.
American Samoa (in addition to
several other Pacific islands) remain
US territories to this day.

Elon Musk Claims Biden Left Sunita
Williams In Space For "Political Reasons

Washington DC.US President Donald
Trump and his advisor Elon Musk have
claimed that NASA astronauts Sunita
Williams and Butch Wilmore were
"abandoned" at International Space
Station (ISS) for "political reasons" and
that the previous Biden administration
was "going to leave them in space." The
remarks were made when Trump and
Musk sat down for their first joint
interview with Fox News's Sean
Hannity.When Hannity asked the
President and his advisor about the
"two astronauts that I think were
abandoned", Musk said, "At the
President's request, we - or instruction,
we are accelerating the return of the
astronauts, which was postponed, kind
of, to aridiculous degree."

"They got left in space," Trump chimed
in. Musk seconded the President's
claim and said, " Yes, they were left up
there for political reasons, which is not
good."When asked about Space X's
mission to bring back Sunita Williams
and Butch Wilmore, Musk said, "Well,
we don't want to be complacent, but we
have brought astronauts back from the
space station many times before, and

always with success."

When asked about the timeline of the
mission, Musk said, "I think it's about -
about four weeks to bring them back."

"You now have the go-ahead," Trump
said. "Yes. Well, thanks to you," replied
Musk. Trump then claimed that Musk's
company didn't have the go-ahead with

the Biden administration. "He (Biden)
was going to leave him in space. Ithink
he was going to leave them in space,"
the Republican added. The
Missionutch Wilmore and Sunita
Williams launched to the ISS aboard
Boeing's Starliner spacecraft in June
2024. The flight, which was intended to
last only 10 days, experienced a rocky
journey. After arriving at the space

station, NASA and Boeing worked for
weeks to better understand the
problems in the spacecraft but it was
ultimately decided that it was too risky
to return the Startliner with the crew.
Following this, in August 2024, the space
agency announced that it had asked
SpaceX to bring Williams and Wilmore
home aboard the SpaceX Crew-9
capsule. SpaceX, the private
company founded by billionaire
Musk, has been flying regular
missions every six months to allow
the rotation of ISS crews.However, on
January 20 Musk said Trump had
asked him to facilitate the return of the
two Boeing Starliner astronauts
Sunita Williams and Butch Wilmore,
who have been on the space station
since June 2024, as soon as
possible.The SpaceX CEO claimed that
it was "terrible" that the pair were left
"stranded" at the International Space
Station (ISS) by former President Joe
Biden's administration for so long, even
though NASA had already roped in
SpaceX months ago to return both
astronauts as part of its Crew-9
mission.

Europe's Most Active
Volcano Is Attracting
Thousands Of Tourists.

Know Why

World. Mount Etna, Europe's most active volcano, is

attracting thousands of tourists eager to witness the
spectacular lava flows cutting through the snow-
capped mountain. The sudden influx of visitors,
however, has caused trouble for rescue workers
attempting to reach those in need of assistance. This,
because the sightseers are blocking the streets.Salvo
Cocina, the regional civil protection head for Sicily,
has described the booming tourism around the volcano
as "wild" and "extremely dangerous."People are
climbing the Sicilian slopes to get a better view.
According to Mr Cocina, eight individuals attempting
to reach the peak without a guide were lost for several
hours on Monday before rescuers found them. It was
also reported that a 48-year-old man fractured his foot
after slipping oniice.

Mr Cocina has issued a warning, saying tourists were

obstructing rescue vehicles by parking in narrow
streets. The continuous presence of rescue personnel,
including 4x4 ambulances and other off-road vehicles,
is crucial for both the authorised guides leading

tourists up the mountain and those working on the
volcano, he noted. "Blocking them has created a
dangerous situation for everyone," he said.Carlo
Caputo, the mayor of nearby Belpasso, warned that
although Mount Etna appears visually stunning, it
poses serious risks. Lava can rapidly evaporate snow,
triggering violent explosions of rock and debris due to
the released thermal energy.Boris Behncke, a
volcanologist with the Etna Observatory who lives on
the mountain's flank, told CNN on Tuesday that the
lava had descended to about 1,950 meters in elevation,
destroying trees near a service rod.

The eruption, which began on February 11, peaked on

February 17. It has since reached the Galvarina area of
Adrano at an altitude of 2,000 meters, impacting local
infrastructure and trees near the service road.

Etna can erupt multiple times in a year or even a month,

spewing lava and ash high into the air. In 2021, it
erupted so frequently that it grew nearly 100 feet (30
metres) in height.

Malaysia is betting on data centres to hoost its
economy. But experts warn they come at a price

JOHOR BAHRU. Winson Lau has always
had contingency plans. But he wasn't
prepared for data centres.Lau relies on
water and electricity to operate his thriving
export business in Malaysia's Johor
province, where he raises a kaleidoscope of
tropical fish in rows of aquariums,
including albino fish with red spots that can
fetch up to $10,000 from collectors. His
contingency plans in the event of an outage
involve an intricate system of purifying
wastewater through friendly bacteria and
an alarm system to quickly switch to
backup power.But these measures can't
compete with the gigantic, power-guzzling
and thirsty data centres being built in Johor.
The province is on track to have at least 1.6
gigawatts of data centres at any given
moment from nearly nothing in 2019,
making it the fastest-growing data centre
market in Southeast Asia, according to a
report published in April.

Data centres are large, windowless buildings
filled with racks of computers that need lots
of electricity. To prevent overheating, they

rely on energy-intensive air conditioning

systems using pumped water. Increasingly |

used by tech companies for running
artificial intelligence systems, the power

demand from future facilities in Malaysia 1

may rise to over 5 gigawatts by 2035,
according to researchers at Malaysia's
Kenanga Investment Bank. This is more
than half of Malaysia's entire renewable
capacity in2023.

Over 95% of the energy available to
Malaysia in 2022 was from fossil fuels,
according to the International Energy
Agency. The country is now the fifth-
largest exporter of liquefied natural gas
globally.And with planned renewable
projects, Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
said in September that the country was
"confident of a surplus of energy" to fuel
large projects and keep exporting. But Lau
doesn't fancy the chances of his
homegrown business competing against
the foreign-funded behemoths for energy.

Even without data centres, Malaysia is
susceptible to power interruptions because

of storms, including one that lasted 30
minutes last year and killed 300,000 fish,
costing Lau over $1 million. He worries
that data centres would result in longer
outages.To survive, Lau is moving to
Thailand and already scouting potential
locations for a new fish farm. "Big data
centre is coming, and there is shortage of
power," he said. "It'll be crazy.”

Costs versus benefits

Malaysia is betting that potential economic
growth from data centres justifies the risk.
Once touted as an Asian tiger on the cusp of
becoming rich, its industries shrunk in the
late 1990s after the Asian financial crisis. It

has since languished in the middle-income
trap. Data centres, the government hopes,
will modernise its economy and indirectly
create thousands of high-paying jobs.

But experts worry that Malaysia, and others
like Vietnam, Indonesia and India vying for
billion-dollar investments from tech giants,
may be overstating data centres'
transformative capabilities that also come
at a price: Data centres gobble up land,
water and electricity while creating far
fewer jobs than they promise. Most data
centres provide 30 to 50 permanent jobs,
while the larger ones create 200 jobs at
most, according to a report by the American
nonprofit Good Jobs First.

Add to this the rapid increase in power and
water use, and some experts like Sofia
Scasserra, who researches digital
economies at the Amsterdam-based think
tank Transnational Institute, said that tech
companies exploiting resources in poorer
countries while extracting data from their
populations to get rich is akin to "digital
colonialism.
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Arshdeep Singh over Harshit
Rana to replace Jasprit
Bumrah: Ricky Ponting

New Delhi Former Australia captain Ricky
Ponting believes that India seamer Arshdeep
Singh is the best choice to replace the injured
Jasprit Bumrah in the playing XI for the
upcoming Champions Trophy. While India
named Harshit Rana as Bumrah’s
replacement in the squad, Ponting feels
Arshdeep is better suited to lead the attack in
Bumrah’s absence.Bumrah’s injury left a
significant gap in India's bowling unit,
raising concerns about who will step up to
anchor the attack in a tournament where
India will be aiming to end their long wait for
an ODI silverware. Despite initially being
named in India’s 15-man squad, Bumrah was
ruled out of the tournament due to a back
injury sustained during the Sydney Test of
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy.India handed
Harshit Rana his ODI debut in the recent
series against England, but he struggled with
the new ball. Although he improved in his
second spells, Ponting, speaking on The ICC
Review, expressed concerns over Harshit’s
lack of control in the early overs and backed

Arshdeep as a better fit for the role."I would
go with the left-armer and I'd go with
Arshdeep (to replace Bumrah)...We know
how good he's been in T20 cricket and if you
think about the skill set, he probably
provides a similar skill set to what Bumrah
does with new ball and death overs and that's
what India will miss," Ponting said."That's
taking nothing away from Harshit Rana
because I think he has got a lot of talent and
we know what he can do with the new ball,
but I don't think his death skills are as good as
what Arshdeep Singh’s are...And just that
left-arm variation, someone that can bowl
left-arm with a new ball and move the new
ball. We know how important they are and
crucial they can be, especially in big
tournaments when you've got a lot of right-
handers at the top. I would personally lean
that way if I was India," he added.Harshit has
shown promise across all formats, becoming
one of the few bowlers to claim three-wicket
hauls on his Test, ODI, and T20I debuts. He
picked up 3/48 on his Test debut against
Australia in Perth, followed by 3/33 against
England in his first T201 in Pune, and 3/53 in
his maiden ODI against England in Nagpur.

Pakistani net bowler, viral
after toe-crushers to Rohit
Sharma, lives his dream

New Delhi. Fast bowler Awais Ahmad fulfilled
his dream when he bowled to Rohit Sharma
and Virat Kohli during India's nets session in
Dubai ahead of the Champions Trophy.
Hailing from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Pakistan, Ahmad impressed both Rohit and
Virat, swinging the ball both ways. A video
recently went viral in which Rohit praised
the pacer for his skill.

Champions Trophy Full Coverage

Rohit also mentioned that Ahmad specifically
targeted his boots with yorkers. Ahmad
revealed that he learned the art of bowling
yorkers from Pakistani fast bowler Shaheen
Shah Afridi, who has troubled Rohit with this
delivery in high-stakes matches. Ahmad was
also part of the Lahore Qalandars in the 2021

New Delhi.

New Zealand still has squad depth for
Champions Trophy despite injuries: Shane Bond

«Shane Bond backed New
Zealand’s depth despite injury
concerns

«Black Caps rely on all-
rounders for balance in
Champions Trophy

«Confidence high after Tri-
Series win against Pakistan in
Karachi

New Delhi Former New Zealand cricketer

Shane Bond believes that despite a series of

injury setbacks, the Black Caps still possess
strong squad depth heading into the
Champions Trophy. Bond emphasized that
the number of all-rounders in the squad
provides balance and flexibility, making
New Zealand a competitive force in the
tournament.New Zealand has suffered

multiple injury blows, including the losses of

Ben Sears and experienced pacer Lockie

Ferguson, both of whom have been ruled out
of the tournament. Their replacements,
Jacob Duffy and Kyle Jamieson, have been
drafted in to bolster the squad. However,
Bond, while speaking to ESPN Cricinfo,
explained that despite these disruptions,
New Zealand remains a well-rounded
team capable of fielding a strong playing
XI. He particularly highlighted how the
presence of several all-rounders enhances
the squad’s depth, allowing for a more
balanced batting lineup."It's transitioning,
but really there's still a lot of depth and
experience within that New Zealand team.
If you look at who they've lost, they've lost
probably (Trent) Boult and (Tim)
Southee, and obviously a few others.
(Lockie) Ferguson now through injury.
But it's a very experienced lineup. It's a
lineup that has got experience in
subcontinent conditions, they've been
successful over the last period of time. It's
a very good one day side and New Zealand
will take a lot of confidence into this
tournament given the recent success in the
Tri-series," Bond said.

"I think having four spin-bowling all-
rounders, and three of them being genuine
batsmen means Mitch Santner will coming
at eight. You could even potentially have a
Nathan Smith at nine or a Matt henry at nine.
So New Zealand's depth of batting, there's lif

and right handers throughout the order and
there's power hitting. So after the wickets
turn, New Zealand have got their depth with
(Rachin) Ravindra, who they'll come back in
a spin bowler and experience through that
batting lineup. Someone like Will Young's

likely to miss out, Mark Chapman, who's
been very successful in Pakistan. I think
New Zealand will take a great deal of
confidence in the squad that they've got and
the recent Tri-Series will really help their
confidence, which is sort of very different to
the T20 World Cup. This time they come
very well-prepared and with the confidence
of some wins behind them," he added.The
Black Caps are set to play the high-stakes

Fully fit Novak Djokovic handed shock
Qatar Open exit by Matteo Berrettini

«Novak Djokovic's struggles in
2025 continued as he
suffered a shocking Round of
32 defeat to Matteo
Berrettini at the Qatar
Open. The ltalian
dominated after a
tiebreak first set to
claim a 7-6 (4), 6-2 win.

Serbian tennis star Novak
Djokovic’s struggles in 2025
continued as he suffered a shocking defeat
to Matteo Berrettini in the Round of 32 at
the Qatar Open on February 18. Despite a
hard-fought first set that ended in a
tiebreaker, Berrettini dominated the second
set to secure a 7-6 (4), 6-2 victory over the
World No.7.Djokovic had been expected to
make a strong comeback in Qatar after his

hamstring injury forced him to retire hurt
in the Australian Open semi-final against
Alexander Zverev. Given that he had never
lost to Berrettini in their previous four
career meetings, the Serbian was heavily

favoured to win. However, the Italian
displayed an aggressive game plan,
outplaying Djokovic in key moments. After
the match, Djokovic admitted that he was
physically fine and played without pain
from his recent injury. However, he
expressed disappointment in his
performance, acknowledging that he had not
been able to execute his game plan

effectively.“l haven't had any pain or
discomfort during the match, none of that.
Today, I was simply outplayed by a better
player, that's all,” Djokovic said.“T know I
wasn't at the desired level, maybe I'm still
not moving the way I want to, but
what I want to make clear is that I
played without any pain, so there's
no excuse. Matteo was a better
player than me; I think he played a
masterful match, to be honest.
Tactically, he was great, and he
served very well throughout the
match. I believe it was a well-
deserved victory on his part,” he
added.For Berrettini, the victory
was particularly sweet, as it
avenged his defeat to Djokovic in
the 2021 Wimbledon final. The
win marked the Italian’s 10th
career victory against a top-10
opponent and reinforced his ability to
compete at the highest level.

Berrettini will now face Tallon Griekspoor in

the second round as he looks to build on this
momentum. Meanwhile, Djokovic’s early
exit raises further questions about his form
and fitness as he looks to bounce back from a
challenging start to the season.

Benfica hold off Monaco to reach
Champions League last 16

LISBON. Benfica snatched a nailbiting 3-
3 draw against Monaco on Tuesday to
reach the Champions League last 16 with
a 4-3 aggregate victory in the play-off
round.

Monaco twice led on the night and came
close to forcing extra-time but Orkun
Kokcu's 84th minute equaliser helped
Benfica scrape through in Lisbon, with
Barcelona or Liverpool awaiting in the
next round.Kerem Akturkoglu put the
hosts ahead against the run of play, with
Takumi Minamino levelling for Monaco

~

key players through injuy and
suspension, with Benfica missing
Angel Di Maria among others, while
Monaco started with just one
recognised midfielder.Wingers
Maghnes Akliouche and Ben Seghir
played more centrally than usual and
both shone in Lisbon, despite ending
up on the losing side.

Benfica goalkeeper Anatoliy Trubin
made a good save to deny Monaco's
Krepin Diatta early on, as the Ligue 1
side looked to get back on level terms

New Delhi.

Champions Trophy opener against co-hosts
Pakistan on February 19 in Karachi. Their
recent Tri-Series victory over Pakistan at the
same venue gives them a psychological edge
heading into the tournament. However,
concerns remain over injuries, with star all-
rounder Rachin Ravindra also in doubt
for the opener. Ravindra suffered a
serious facial injury during the Tri-Series
and is still undergoing recovery. New
Zealand head coach Gary Stead recently
stated that the 25-year-old is making
gradual progress, but his absence would
be a significant setback for the
team.Despite these challenges, Bond
remains optimistic about New Zealand’s
chances in the Champions Trophy. He
believes that their recent successes,
combined with the squad’s versatility,
will help them remain competitive. The
team will also be motivated to improve their
ICC tournament record, having suffered
heartbreak in the 2019 ODI World Cup final
and an early exit in the 2023 edition at the
hands of India.With a mix of experience,
confidence, and a solid core of all-rounders,
New Zealand will look to overcome their
injury woes and make a strong statement in
the Champions Trophy.

Is the Champions Trophy still
relevant in the age of 120
cricket dominance

The return of the Champions
Trophy could be a defining moment in the
history of one-day international (ODI)
cricket. After speculation that it would be
scrapped despite a successful 2017 edition
featuring a blockbuster India vs Pakistan
final, the tournament remained in limbo for
nearly eight years. The International Cricket
Council (ICC) has now revived arguably the
most competitive ODI tournament,
announcing two editions—2025 and
2029—in a bid to revitalise the format.

It is tough being an ODL. It has neither retained

the charm and loyalty of purists, as Test
cricket has, nor has it generated the financial
returns for cricket boards that the fast-paced,
three-hour-long Twenty20 internationals
(T20Is) bring. The decline in bilateral ODIs

serves as a stark reminder that the format
needs rescuing.

Champions Trophy 2025: Full coverage
It was no surprise that former ICC chief

Jagmohan Dalmiya, one of cricket’s finest
administrators, introduced the Champions
Trophy in 1998 (then known as the ICC
KnockOuts) to generate revenue for the game.
The initiative proved successful—the
inaugural edition earned USD 20 million,
according to ESPNcricinfo.However, since
the success of the first T20 World Cup, ODI
cricket has taken a significant hit. Between
1990 and 2006, when ODIs were the financial
backbone of the sport, a total of 1,871 ODIs
were played. During the same period, only 12
T20Is took place.The landscape changed
dramatically after the inaugural T20 World
Cup in 2007, which was a massive success,
particularly with India winning the title. Since
then, despite an increasingly packed cricket
calendar:

2,373 ODIs have been played.
3,080 T20Is have been played.
Among Test-playing nations, 2,040 ODIs and

in the tie and had the better of the first
half. However it was the hosts who

after 32 minutes.Eliesse Ben Seghir fired
the visitors ahead but Vangelis Pavlidis

Pakistan Super League (PSL), though he
didn't get the opportunity to play. When I was
bowling, Virat was on strike, and later, he had
a brief chat with Rohit. Rohit asked Virat
which way I was swinging the ball. I heard
Virat Bhai say that I was swinging the ball
both ways. After that, he batted perfectly and
didn’t make any mistakes in his stroke play,”
Ahmad said in an interview with Sports
Today."After the net session, Rohit
appreciated me. I tried to deceive Rohit Bhai
with yorkers, similar to how Shaheen Shah
Afridi bowls to him. Later, Rohit said that I
aimed for his foot, and that gave me
confidence.”Both happy and nervous’

On February 23, India will be up against
Pakistan in the marquee clash at the Dubai
International Cricket Stadium. Ahmed said
that he was privileged to have got the chance
of bowling players of the calibre of Rohit and
Virat."He was definitely practising with the
thought that India would face Pakistan later.
People dream of meeting Rohit Sharma and
Virat Kohli, and I'm lucky that I got to bowl
to them.”I didn’t feel nervous while bowling
today, but when I received the message from
Mohit (Raghav) bhai yesterday that I would
be bowling to the Indian team, I was both
happy and nervous at the same time,” Ahmed
added. Mohit Raghav was the one who
arranged the net bowlers.

struck from the spot to keep the score tied

on the night.French youngster George
Ilenikhena netted in the 81st minute for
Monaco but Kokcu prodded home to send
Benfica through."It was a tough night, we
knew Monaco would put pressure on us
from the start and we felt it, we didn't play

our best game," Kokcu told SportTV."Still,
we're happy to have progressed to the last 16,
I'm happy to have contributed to the
result."Monaco hammered Nantes 7-1 on
Saturday in the French top flight, sharpening
their pencils ahead of their crucial exam at
the Estadio da Luz.Both sides were without

took the lead after superb work by
Benfica striker Pavlidis.The Greek attacker,
who netted a hat-trick against Barcelona in
the group stage, turned provider on this
occasion and, after darting into the area,
crossed to the back post for Akturkoglu to
turn home.

1,320 T20Is have taken place.

The trend is even more striking when looking at

the teams participating in the upcoming
Champions Trophy:Since the end of the 2023
ODI World Cup, these eight teams have
played 229 T20Is but only 101 ODIs.

Champions Trophy 2025 FAQs: Your complete
guide to the returning mini World Cup

wChampions Trophy 2025 FAQs: In
these 13 FAQs, we have covered
everything you need to know about
the 1CC Champions Trophy 2025, from
the schedule and venues to team
line-ups and live streaming details.
This comprehensive guide ensures
you stay informed about all key
aspects of the tournament.

New Delhi. The ICC Champions Trophy is

making its long-awaited return to the cricket
calendar after eight years. At a time when the
future of one-day international (ODI) cricket
appears uncertain, the marquee
tournamentfondly known as the mini World
Cup, is back in the spotlight. Pakistan, the
defending champions, will host the eight-

team competition from 19 February to 9
March, while India's matches will take place
in Dubai after the former champions
declined to travel across the border, citing
security concerns.The ninth edition of the
Champions Trophy forms part of the ICC's
efforts to reinvigorate ODI cricket at a time
when the format faces growing challenges
from the proliferation of T20 leagues and
players' increasing preference for the shorter
format. A battle among the top eight teams in
a tournament widely regarded as more
competitive than the men's ODI World Cup
could provide the much-needed boost to
prove to broadcasters that fifty-over cricket
remains a commercially viable and exciting
spectacle. | Champions Trophy: Full
Coverage |For Pakistan, the return of the
Champions Trophy is a moment of immense
significance in cricketing history. It marks
the first time since 1996 that a major ICC
event will be held in the country, as well as
the first ICC tournament on Pakistani soil in
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nearly a decade. For years, Pakistan was
exiled from hosting top-tier international
cricket following the 2009 attack on the Sri
Lankan team bus. However, in recent years,
the country has made great strides in assuring
visiting teams of its security arrangements,
successfully hosting several high-profile
bilateral series. The 21-day tournament is
expected to further solidify Pakistan's
reputation as a safe and capable host,
potentially paving the way for more major
events and marquee bilateral series in the

future.From a cricketing perspective, there
is no shortage of excitement. While some
big names will be absent due to availability
and injury concerns, the wealth of talent on
display is set to make this one of the most
thrilling editions of the Champions Trophy
yet. Much will depend on how well teams
are supported in Pakistan, which is set to
hostatleast 10 of the 15 matches.
Here's a complete guide to Champions
Trophy 2025 as we answer some of your
questions about the tournament.1. When and
where is the ICC Champions Trophy 2025
taking place?The tournament is scheduled
from February 19 to March 9, 2025, with
matches held in Pakistan and Dubai.2. How
many editions of the ICC Champions Trophy
have been played?This is the eighth edition
of the tournament. It was introduced in 1998
as ICC Knockout as part of former ICC chief
Jagmohan Dalmiya's efforts to bring in more
money to the board coffers. Read more about
the tournament's history here.
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Rajkummar Rao 'Not The Biggest
Stars', Says Karan Johar As He
Praises Stree 2 Success

tree 2 became one of the biggest blockbusters of all time when it hit theatres in August
2024. Starring Rajkummar Rao, Shraddha Kapoor, Abhishek Banerjee, Aparshakti
Khurrana and Pankaj Tripathi in the lead, the film earned over Rs 800 crore and became
the seventh-highest-grossing Bollywood film ofall time. Recently, Karan Johar also praised
Stree 2. He mentioned that the Amar Kaushik directorial is inspiring because it performed
well at the box office despite not having the “biggest stars" in it."*l am happy when [ see Stree
2 performing so well at the box office. | am so empowered, so inspired that a film that does
ot boast of a huge star cast with 6 superstars in it. Not like the biggest star of the country is
nit. But it is all about the conviction of the producer and the director. More power to Dinesh
ijan and Amar Kaushik. Everyone is fantastic- Rajkummar Rao, Abhishek Banerjee,
A\parshakti Khurrana. Shraddha Kapoor, outstanding. Lekin the real bravado is those two!"
Laran told Komal Nahta recently, as quoted by Hindustan Times.

ilways say this is not the age just of the director or the star, it is the age of the producer. The
way a project gets made, positioned, platformed and released. Even the strategies used

while you are releasing it at a particular time. These are all important aspects for the
success of a film. It is the age of the studio and that of the producer," the filmmaker
added.

This is not the first time that KJo has praised the success of Stree 2. In August last year
too, the filmmaker took to his Instagram handle and penned down a long note
congratulating the team.

“The JUGGERNAUT MEGA BLOCKBUSTER SUCCESS of STREE2 is not just a
celebration for @maddockfilms but must be viewed as a celebration of Hindi
cinema and Indian mainstream cinema... in the past few years Hindi cinema has
been under scrutiny for combatting box office challenges... the post pandemic
audience has been evolving and many times difficult to assess ... But the mega
success of STREE 2 has not only validated the strength of a solid storytelling and
rooted content but also affirmed that humongous conviction, bravado and focus on
concept, story and a deep rooted connect with an audience will pay rich dividends at
the ticket window!" he wrote.The original Stree film was released in 2018. It was
also widely loved by the audience.

6.5-Lakh Lehenga Costs More
Than Our Entire Wardrobe (And Rent)

rfi Javed is a fashionista we all wish we had on speed dial! The social media influencer and aciress is

known for her unique fashion sense and quirky outfits. However, this time, she did a photoshoot in a bridal

wear looking like a million bucks (or at least Rs 6.5 lakh), and here we are, trying to convince ourselves
that our five-year-old jeans are still “good as new.” Seriously, if we ever owned a lehenga this expensive, we’d be
wearing it everywhere — weddings, birthdays, metro rides, and even while making Maggi at 2 am!Designed by
Rimple & Harpreet, this pomegranate pink masterpiece is so regal that even our entire extended family’s
wedding outfits
combined wouldn’t
match up. It
features motifs
inspired by
archival
brocade
fragments and
Mughal inlay
work, paired
with a crystal-
encrusted
blouse. Needless
to say, Urfi pulls it
off effortlessly,
while we still
struggle to fold a
saree properly
without looking like a
burrito, right?
In the official website of the
designer, this outfit is listed at Rs 6,45,000! This lehenga has more zeros in its price tag than our bank balance. Urfi
Javed wears the jewellery from Rah Jewels complete with maangtika, nose ring, earrings and a heavy
necklace.Meanwhile, social media is having a meltdown over her “sanskaari" transformation. Some are calling it heavenly,
while others are just shook.As for us? Well, we’ll just go back to window-shopping designer lehengas online, adding them to
our cart, and closing the tab right before checkout. Classic!

Rozlyn Khan Spotted Qutside
Andheri Court With Lawyer

After Filing Defamation Case
Against Ankita Lokhande

ctress Rozlyn Khan has taken legal action

against Ankita Lokhande, filing a

defamation lawsuit following a public
dispute between the two. Rozlyn had earlier
made the news official by sharing court
documents related to the case. The drama
between the two actors has now taken a legal
turn, with both sides set to face off in
court.Khan’s legal action comes after Ankita’s
recent remarks, where she called her allegations
“cheap". In an Instagram post, Rozlyn had
clapped back at the Pavitra Rishta actress after
the latter criticised her for accusing Hina Khan of
using cancer for publicity.Today, Rozlyn was
spotted at the Andheri Court with her lawyer
where she gave an update to the paparazzi about
the ongoing legal dispute.

Rozlyn had earlier written about Ankita Lokhande,
“A woman who could use the death of his ex fora
big boss is preaching to me about cheapness!!
Not a big surprise... aa gai sasti publicity lene!!"
Khan added, “Guys, I posted a video a few days
ago mentioning how these TV actresses are using
their fan pages to reshare my videos, harassing
and trolling me, and @lokhandeankita has come
forward publicly, assaulting my character.
Hina’s cancer is cancer... my cancer just for time
pass?? I was exposing one woman, and another
one came in for free, but let’s ignore her...
simply ignore. Now, she’s going to give me
lectures on cancer when she herself needs advice
to sustain her own marriage."

Rozlyn has often bashed Hina Khan over her
statements on her breast cancer journey. The
actress is recovering from Stage 3 breast cancer
and was undergoing treatment at the Kokilaben
hospital. However, Hina received support from
Ankita Lokhande who bashed Rozlyn.

Arjun Kapoor, Bhumi Pednekar Had A
Guest With Them For Mere Husband Ki

Biwi Promotions. Any Guesses”

rjun Kapoor and Bhumi Pednekar were out

and about in the city for the promotions of

their upcoming film Mere Husband Ki
Biwi on Instagram. Rakul Preet Singh, who also
plays a lead role in the film, skipped the
endeavour. Packed due to a busy schedule, she is
currently in Chandigarh shooting for her
upcoming film De De Pyaar De 2. Now, a video
emerged online showcases both Arjun and Bhumi
posing for the paparazzi during a promotional day
out.Joined by the director of their upcoming film,
Mudassar Aziz, the talented stars also had a cut
out of their co-star, Rakul Preet Singh in the clip.
In an adorable gesture, they all posed with the
cutout. Following the posing session, Arjun is
seen handing over the cutout to the team as he also
made a hilarious remark saying, “Rakul madam
ab jayengi wapis chandigarh, unki shooting hai
(Rakul Madam will go back to Chandigarh now.
She 1s shooting there).”

For their promotional day out, Arjun Kapoor and

Bhumi Pednekar embraced fashion-forward
choices. While Bhumi draped herself in a
multicoloured plaid saree paired with a green
contemporary blouse, Arjun looked handsome in
an all-black outfit, wearing a black shirt that he
kept unbuttoned to showcase the matching vest
that he wore inside and pants.

While Arjun Kapoor and Bhumi Pednekar were

deep in promotions for the film, Rakul Preet
Singh shared a heartfelt video for the talented duo
on her Instagram stories. In the clip, she is heard
saying, “Hi Arjun, hi Bhumi! I'm missing you
guys so much, and I can see all the fun you're
having during promotions. I'm so FOMO that I
want to be there! Keep missing me—1I'll see you
soon!" Her text attached to the clip read, *Arjun
Kapoor, Bhumi Pednekar there in spirit with you.
Mere Husband Ki Biwi, 21st Feb."

Mere Husband Ki Biwi is a romantic comedy film

depicting a modern love story filled with
unexpected twists. The plot follows Ankur
(played by Arjun), who finds himself'in a chaotic
dilemma due to his connection with his wife and
girlfriend. The film is directed by Mudassar Aziz
and produced by Jackky Bhagnani and Vashu
Bhagnani under the banner of Pooja
Entertainment. The film will be released in
theatres on February 21.
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