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The tryst with
destiny of Delhi’s
woman (ms

The surprise choice of first-time MLA Rekha Gupta
as the Chief Minister of Delhi has brought back the
focus on woman CMs in the national capital. A
buoyant BJP is showcasing Rekha Gupta’s
elevation as proof of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s thrust on ‘Nari Shakti’ and a reward for
woman voters who opted for the saffron party.

Rekha Gupta is the second woman chief minister of
the BJP (after Anandiben Patel in Gujarat) since
2014 and the only woman among the current CMs
in 20 BJP/NDA-ruled states and UTs. Considering
that women account for around 50 per cent of the
voting population, this is a dismal record.

We must also remember that Indira Gandhi became
prime minister way back in 1966, much before
many western democracies got a woman PM. This
highlighted the limited space for women in power
in their own country.The late Khushwant Singh
used to say that a significant presence of women in
political-public spaces consisted of the anglicised,
upper-class gentry of India and the working class
did not have the same ease and access to power as
the elite, upper-class women.

While the BJP under Modi is trying to change this, a

cursory look at all woman MLAs and MPs shows a

disproportionately high representation of dynastic

politicians as compared to the inclusion of
working class woman leaders.Yet, woman
politicians, just like Indira Gandhi, have been
successful in transforming politics in a big way.

Take Sheila Dikshit, for example. Sonia Gandhi

had turned to Sheila Dikshit in 1998 when the

glory of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajapyee was
on full display and Sonia Gandhi had just taken

over as Congress president.There was mild

rebellion over the manner in which her successor

Sitaram Kesri was dumped and how the General

Elections in 1998 had given the Congress lesser

number of seats than the post-Emergency 1977

Lok Sabha polls.Sonia was desperate to do

something spectacular to gain the confidence of

her own rank and file. Elections in Delhi, Madhya

Pradesh and Rajasthan were round the corner. The

Delhi Congress unit was particularly in disarray,

sharply divided between supporters and

opponents of an ailing and aging HKL Bhagat.

Sajjan Kumar and Jagdish Tytler were not an

option as a sizeable Sikh population in Delhi was

against them on grounds of their dubious role
during the 1984 Sikh carnage.At a meeting of the

Indira Gandhi Memorial Trust held at 10, Janpath,

Sheila Dikshit’s name was proposed as Delhi CM.

While Sonia quickly came on board, Dikshit

required encouragement from K Natwar Singh to

take up the challenging assignment. The rest, as
they say, is history.Sheila Dikshit rode high on the
rising onion prices and delivered Delhi for Sonia,
beating Sushma Swaraj who was the then BJP
chief minister of Delhi. If there was anyone more
stunned than Sushma Swaraj and Vajpayee, it was

HKL Bhagat and a section of the Congressmen

who had tried their level best to sabotage

Congress’ prospects. Sheila’s sincerity, appeal to

the great Indian middle class, simplicity and vision

for big flyovers, metros, malls and parks helped
her tide over all challenges.In 2016, however,

Sheila Dikshit faced a rather unsurmountable

challenge, when she was projected as the Congress

chief-ministerial candidate in Uttar Pradesh. Age

was not on her side as Sheila struggled to look for a

‘safe constituency’ for herselfin UP. Unlike Delhi,

the UP Congress unit was both defunct and

demoralised.Interestingly, Sonia relied on Sheila

Dikshit each time she faced a difficult situation. In

2012, when Pranab Mukherjee moved to

Rashtrapati Bhavan and P Chidambaram shifted to

the Finance Ministry, Sonia had toyed with the

idea of making Sheila Dikshit the Home Minister

y. But Sheila Dikshit reportedly declined the offer,

hoping to win Delhi for a record fourth time in

2013. ‘Kaun jaaye Dilli ki gallian chhod kar’ was

the refrain.But her calculations misfired when

Sheila lost her own election to a former revenue

service official, Arvind Kejriwal. Not only did she

miss the North Block bus, she also saw the
complete rout of the Congress in Delhi.

After 36 years in the Indian Police Service (IPS), followed
by four years in Romania as India’s Ambassador, |
returned in 1993 to Mumbai, where I was born and
where my father’s forebears had settled in the first half
ofthe 19th century. I decided to accede to my dear wife’s
wish to “settle down” in our permanent home, refusing
offers that would require me to move out of the city.

My first thought after deplaning following a long journey
from Bucharest via Lisbon (to touch base with my only
uncle who had settled there) was to work for the
constabulary that lived in the Police Lines near my
permanent residence.One visit alerted me to the fact that
the perennial problems of alcoholism, domestic
violence and errant children were a thing of the past. The
constabulary was vastly more educated, with only
graduates having made the cut. In one sense, it reflected
the paucity of paying jobs in the private sector or, what
was more likely, a lack of skills required by industrial
houses even at junior levels. There was one other
dominant consideration that prompted cops’ children to
opt for a career in the police. That consideration was the
need to assure the personnel who were about to retire
from service of a roof over their heads in the ‘maximum
city’.If the sons and daughters managed to beat the
competition, the paternal ‘kholi’ would be allotted to the
new entrant as per the prevalent policy. That would
mean that the father would continue to stay in Mumbai
instead of being compelled to return to his village, where
his siblings and their families had already established
themselves.A far greater revolution had taken place. The
new entrants to the ranks had married educated girls,
many of whom were college graduates like them. The
fact that girls are opting for education beyond the high
school level is changing the entire dynamics of life in
police colonies and beyond.Not every woman is
employed, but the many who are have made a huge
impact on their living standards and the social outlook of

Walls, chains & cheap labour: West’s hypocrisy on migration

Since the first US military aircraft carrying 104 deported

Indians landed in Amritsar on February 5, a slew of
comments has emerged in the Indian media addressing
the inhumane condition of the deportees' transportation
and the response (or lack of) of the Indian authorities.

Many heart-wrenching stories have been published about

the infamous dunki route taken by the deportees, the
sacrifice of their families, including selling land, to send
them abroad. Their socio-economic profiles and reasons
for migration have also been highlighted.

As a scholar who has worked for 25 years on the Sikh

diaspora, I found that though interesting, these stories
miss a very important point — migration is not per se a
criminal activity. It has been projected as a criminal
activity recently in the countries of destination of
migrants. In the US, it has been done mainly since 9/11.
But in Europe, the process had started
earlier in the context of the dismantling
of EU’s internal borders and the
fortification of its external ones.Indeed,
because of the seemingly unstoppable
wave of populist anti-immigrant
discourse and the resultant increasingly |
restrictive border regimes, illegality, |
criminality and a sense of threat have |
become the dominant lens through
which the state in the destination |
countries sees migrants from the Global
South.Let me argue here that we should
apply a different lens and try to change
the narrative around international
migration and humanise it.To start with,
we must change our terminology. Many |
scholars and activists promote the use of
'undocumented' migrants, which is a
more neutral term, instead of 'illegal’
migrants, which stigmatises and
criminalises mobile people.The lack of
humanity and dignity during the
horrendous 40-hour journey of the
deportees, turbans removed, handcuffed and even leg-
chained like criminals is for all to see, except for the
Indian government, which seems to find not much wrong
with the criminalisation and dehumanisation of its own
citizens.

In contrast, Colombian President Gustavo Metro strongly

protested against the way the deportations were carried
out, stressing the need to treat the deportees with dignity
and respect. Initially, he even denied entry to two US
flights before backing down, when threatened by Trump
ofa 50 per centrise in tariffs on Colombian imports.

Among the reasons for the lack of a strong response by

Delhi seems to be a bid to placate the US government and
protect H-1B visas for skilled Indian migrants. This
narrative of skilled (read 'good', 'wanted') vs unskilled
(read 'bad', 'disposable') migrants is used in many
destination countries to exploit the latter and deprive
them of basic human rights.

In her book on the experience of foreign workers in Qatar

(Does Skill Make Us Human? Migrant Workers in 21st
Century Qatar and Beyond, Princeton University Press,
2021), US scholar Natasha Iskander argues that the
notion of skill is a political tool, defining the rights
foreign workers have

access to.
While right-wing politicians in destination countries reap

the electoral benefits of demonising 'illegal' immigrants,
their economies — particularly the construction,

services and care sectors — are in dire need of a
vulnerable foreign workforce. Tllegal migration' is not a
natural category. It is a political construct, an instrument
that serves a purpose: of disciplining and coercing a
docile and cheap immigrant labour force into accepting
what sociologists call 3 Ds (dirty, dangerous,
demeaning) jobs, shunned by the

national population.
The hypocrisy of anti-immigrant rhetoric is probably best

exemplified by none other than Trump himself. As
reported by The Washington Post in 2019, his holding
company, the Trump Organisation, has employed for

Haryana's Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP)
programme was launched in 2015 with much
fanfare to address gender discrimination and
improve the state’s skewed sex ratio. A g
decade later, however, recent tragedies
expose the grim reality. Unable to bear the
weight of expectations for a male heir,
mothers of only daughters are succumbing to
societal pressure. The suicide of Kiran, a
mother of five daughters, in Hisar’s Raipur
village on February 14 is a heartbreaking
testament to this. While her family denies
direct pressure, her distress over not having a
son was evident. Similarly, Neelam, a mother
of four daughters, ended her life along with
two of her girls in January. These are not
isolated incidents but symptoms of deep-
rooted gender bias that no government
scheme has been able to eradicate.Despite
the BBBP initiative, Haryana’s sex ratio at birth (SRB)

On January 1 this year, my former PSO

Beyond slogans

Tragedy of mothers of only girls in Haryana

remains a concern, declining to 910 girls per 1,000
boys by the end of 2024 — the lowest since 2017. The

Uplifting stories of upward mobility

Go-getters are surmounting restrictions imposed by the deeply entrenched caste system

the family. They limit the number of their offspring and
send their only child or two children to English-medium
schools. About a decade ago, I was asked by some eager
parents to plead with principals of English-medium
schools to admit cops’ children to their institutions.
Many of them did oblige.My colleague in the IPS, D
Sivanandhan, when he was posted as
Commissioner of the Thane police,
opened a school in the Police Lines to
cater to policemen’s children in that city.
When he moved to Mumbai as the Police
Commissioner, I requested him to repeat
the feat here. He did try hard, but found it
difficult to locate a suitable and available :
plot for the school in this overcrowded e
metropolis.

(personal security officer) Rahul Laxman @& §
Bhoj and his wife called on me. They !
brought along their only child, a girl.
Rahul’s wife Swati is a software engineer
who probably used to earn more than him
before she became a mother and was
forced to take a break from work. Their
seven-year-old daughter, Ira, was clearly a
very intelligent child, full of confidence
and quick on the uptake. She impressed
me immensely. I am sure that with the
personal attention that the mother is giving the child, Ira
will turn out to be an asset not only to the family but also
to Maharashtra and the country.Karthik is the son of
Ramesh Wala, who sweeps the compound of the
building where my former colleagues and I stay. He had
been enrolled in an English-medium school, but his
ability to speak the language needed a huge boost. I
asked the boy to accompany me on my daily walk
around the building, speaking only in English. His skill

improved. He went on to enter a university and landed a
job as an event manager after graduation.It gives me
immense satisfaction to mention these upward mobility
cases that are helping to surmount the restrictions
imposed by the deeply entrenched caste system. Even
the four-centuries-old conversion to Christianity in Goa

had not made a proper dent in the caste configuration.
The priesthood was thrown open to all, but inter-caste
marriages continued to remain out of bounds. Ten years
ago,  met Bernardo, the son of the landless labourer who
had been allotted a small plot on my maternal
grandparents’ landed property in the Goan village from
where they hailed. He had worked in Dubai, earned a
tidy amount of dirhams, returned and built a proper
house to replace the mud hut that passed for his dwelling

While right-wing politicians in destination countries reap the electoral benefits of demonising ‘illegal’ immigrants, their economies are in dire need of a cheap and docile foreign workforce.

nearly two decades dozens of undocumented Latin-
American construction workers at several properties
owned by the company. And, guess why? Because they
are cheap, hardworking and too afraid of deportations to
complain about a back-breaking, harassing work.

Here, one needs to understand why 'unskilled' men and

women from the Global South keep migrating to the
Global North despite the increasingly expensive and
dangerous journeys they are compelled to take due to the
stringent immigration policies enforced by the
destination countries.There are multiple reasons for the
life-changing decision that emigration entails. They
encompass a combination of push factors (socio-
economic or political conditions in the country of origin)
and pull factors (what attracts people in the country of
destination).To put it bluntly, one major reason lies with
the continuous economic and
demographic demand for cheap
migrant labour in the Global North
despite the anti-immigration rhetoric.
Take my own country, France. Who
looks after our elderly, who cleans
hotel rooms, collects garbage, builds
bridges, schools, housing complexes,
delivers our orders? Immigrants, of
course. And, many of them irregular.
They neither come to live on social
benefits nor to steal the jobs of the
French, as the far-right would have
it.Mobility is not a crime. It is a natural
human urge. Crossing an international
border shouldn't mean losing one's
basic rights and dignity. Migrants,
whether skilled or unskilled, are not
criminals.A hateful narrative
dehumanising immigrants has become
all too common in many western
countries. In a debate with Democrat
candidate Kamala Harris, Trump went
as far as to refer to Haitian refugees in
Ohio as "eating the pets of the people that live
there."Many people and advocacy groups oppose this
rhetoric in the West. They argue that border enforcement
policies are devastating for migrants, costly for the
country of destination and ultimately ineffective because
regardless of the risks, people will continue to move as
they have done throughout human history.In the case of
Punjabis, mass migration was triggered and organised by
the British rule to its own advantage. This colonial
engineering created a deeply embedded culture of
migration that no deportation, no border regime and no
walls will be able to uproot.

persistence of such figures signals that while
awareness campaigns are loud, the societal
mindset remains resistant to change. The tragedy
extends beyond mothers. Newborn girls
continue to be abandoned, their worth
determined by outdated patriarchal
norms.Gender discrimination is not merely an
economic or policy issue; it is a societal failure.
Financial aid schemes like the Sukanya
Samriddhi Yojana or Kanyadan Policy cannot
single-handedly erase centuries of entrenched
bias. The need of the hour is grassroots-level
transformation. Gender sensitisation in schools,
active male participation in equality movements
and strict monitoring of government schemes to
ensure that they reach the most vulnerable
families can make a difference. A decade after its
launch, the BBBP must move beyond slogans.
It’s time for Haryana to prove that its daughters
are notjust being ‘saved’, but also truly valued.

place. His two daughters had studied in English-medium
institutions, graduated, done clerical jobs in Mumbai,
got married and made a better life for themselves than
their disadvantaged parents.
Bernardo offered me a beer. I asked him to share it with
me, but he would not. No amount of gentle persuasion
could make him change his mind. I said
we would drink to the fact that he had
educated his girls so well. Even that
was unable to do the trick.In contrast to
Goa, Bihar has much catching up to do.
After I broke the neck of my femur bone
five years ago and underwent surgery, a
famous physician, Dr Farokh Udwadia,
warned me of worse consequences in
case I fell again. I hired a boy from
Bihar to ensure that I did not fall. He
told me that he was a ‘Maha Dalit’. 1
had not heard of any such category in
Maharashtra.Five months ago, he
approached me with tears in his eyes as
the village medical clinic run by the
government had detected a hole in the
heart of his recently born son. The
doctor in charge told him to take the
child to Delhi or Mumbai.The very fact
that the authorities have opened a
medical unit in one village of a cluster
was a great advance. One or two decades ago, the hole in
the heart would have gone undetected! Arrangements
for mother and son to travel to Mumbai were made. My
nephew, one of Mumbai’s leading cardiologists,
attended on the tiny one who has as much a right to live
as you and I.These are positive stories of progress that
should take my readers’ minds away from Uttarakhand’s
Uniform Civil Code and the installation of the new Delhi
CM.




THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com

Sunday, 23 February 2025

Tesla recalling more than
375,000 vehicles due to
power steering issue

New Delhi. Tesla is recalling more than 375,000
vehicles due to a power steering issue.The recall is for
certain 2023 Model 3 and Model Y vehicles operating
software priorto 2023.38.4, according to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

The printed circuit board for the electronic power
steering assist may become overstressed, causing a
loss of power steering assist when the vehicle reaches
astop and then accelerates again, the agency said.

The loss of power could required more effort to control
the car by drivers, particularly at low speeds,
increasing the risk of a crash.Tesla isn’t aware of any
crashes, injuries, or deaths related to the condition.

The electric vehicle maker headed by Elon Musk has
released a free software update to address the issue.

Letters are expected to be sent to vehicle owners on
March 25.0wners may contact Tesla customer
service at 1-877-798-3752 or the NHTSA at 1-888-
327-4236.

Covid-like bat virus

discovered by researchers at
Wuhan lab in China

NEW DELHI. Researchers at the Wuhan Institute of
Virology in China said they discovered a new
coronavirus in bats that enters cells using the same
gateway as the virus that causes Covid-19. This virus
hasn’tbeen detected in humans, merely identified ina
laboratory. Word of the discovery lifted the shares of
some vaccine makers Friday. Moderna Inc. rose as
much as 6.6 per cent Friday afternoon and Novavax
Inc. rose as much as 7.8 per cent. American
depositary receipts of BioNTech SE, Pfizer Inc.’s
Covid vaccine partner, climbed as much as 5.1 per
cent. Pfizer gained as much as 2.6 per cent.

The lab finding does raise the possibility that this new
bat virus could spread from animals to humans,
researchers said in a paper published Tuesday in the
journal Cell. The Wuhan virus research center is
known for its work on bat coronaviruses. One theory
of how the Covid pandemic began is that it leaked
from that lab, perhaps through an infected worker.
Institute researchers have previously denied working
on any viruses that could have started the pandemic.
The US in 2023 halted funding for the lab, which had
received money through the US-based EcoHealth
Alliance, amid the controversy.

This newly discovered bat virus infects cells by
binding to a protein found throughout the bodies of
humans and other mammals. It’s closely related to the
coronavirus family that causes Middle East
respiratory syndrome.

That virus, also known as MERS, has been confirmed
in around 2,600 people globally from 2012 through
May 2024, killing roughly 36 per cent of those
infected. The vast majority of the cases were in Saudi
Arabia, according to the World Health Organization
website.

Tata Capital board to look at
potential fund-raise

MUMBAI. The board of Tata Capital, which is
preparing for an initial public offering (IPO), will
meet on Tuesday to discuss a potential fund-raise
through a rights issue. The Reserve Bank of India
has classified Tata Capital as an upper-layer non-
banking financial services company (NBFC) and
has directed the firm to list its shares by
September. Tata Sons, which has about 93%
ownership in Tata Capital, is expected to
participate in the rights issue to maintain its
current shareholding in the NBFC.

Tata Capital requires consistent capital infusion to
support its growth rate of 20-25%, and the rights
issue aims to fulfill this requirement, said a person
familiar with the matter. The remaining 7%
ownership in Tata Capital is distributed among
various Tata Group entities, select executives from
both Tata Group and external organisations, and
the Washington-based International Finance
Corporation.A rights issue is a more beneficial
option for unlisted companies to raise funds
compared to preferential allotment, as it
eliminates the requirement for fair value
assessment. The main advantage lies in its uniform
pricing structure, where all existing shareholders
must subscribe to new shares at the same price,
said Katalyst advisors’ executive director Binoy
Parikh.

Tata Capital’s proposed fund-raise through a rights
issue follows recent changes to its memorandum
of association (MoA) and articles of association
(AoA). The company, in its January
communication to shareholders requesting
approval for MoA and AoA amendments,
disclosed having around 29,000 shareholders.

To comply with sections 25 and 42 of the Companies
Act and prevent further expansion of its
shareholder base through corporate actions, Tata
Capital said it has introduced a new provision in its
AoA to restrict shareholders from renouncing their
rights in rights issues until the company's equity
shares are listed on the stock exchanges. It
clarified that this restriction does not prevent
existing shareholders from participating in or
subscribing to additional equity shares through
rights issues.Tata Capital is the largest financial
services entity within the Tata Group and is
identified as a crucial element for growth by the
conglomerate.

Kash Patel sworn in at WH as new FBI
director, calls it 'greatest honour’

New Delhi. Kash Patel was sworn in as the

FBI director and he called the opportunity
to lead the nation's premier federal law
enforcement agency the "greatest honour"
of his life.Patel was confirmed by the
Senate on Thursday by a 51-49 margin,
with two Republican lawmakers, Susan
Collins of Maine and Lisa Murkowski of
Alaska, breaking party ranks and voting
against him."I think he'll go down as the
best ever at that position," President
Donald Trump told reporters Friday ahead
of the White House swearing-in on
Friday, which was conducted by Attorney
General Pam Bondi and attended by
Republican supporters in Congress,
including Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas and
Rep. Jim Jordan of Ohio.

Trump added that the "agents love this

guy".

Patel will inherit an FBI gripped by turmoil

as the Justice Department over the past
month has forced out a group of senior
bureau officials and made a highly
unusual demand for the names of
thousands of agents who participated in
investigations related to the January 6,

2021, riot at the US Capitol.Democrats
had sounded the alarm about the
appointment, saying they fear Patel will
operate as a loyalist for Trump and abuse
the FBI's law enforcement powers to
go after the president's adversaries.
They've cited past comments such as
his suggestion before he was
nominated that he would "come
after" anti-Trump "conspirators" in
the government and media.Patel
sought to assuage those concerns at
his confirmation hearing last month,
saying he intended to follow the
Constitution and had no interest in
pursuing retribution, though he also
said at his swearing-in Friday that
reporters had written "fake, malicious,
slanderous and defamatory" stories about
him.

Republicans angry over what they see as

law enforcement bias against
conservatives during the Democratic
Biden administration, as well as criminal

implement major changes at the FBI,
including a reduced footprint in
Washington and a renewed emphasis on
the bureau's traditional crime-fighting

duties rather than the intelligence-
gathering work that has come to define its
mandate over the past two decades as
national security threats have
proliferated.He said Friday that the FBI's
"national security mission" was equally as
important as its efforts to fight violent
crime and drug overdoses.

investigations into Trump, have rallied » Anyone that wishes to do harm to our way

behind Patel as the right person for the
job.Patel has spoken of his desire to

of life and our citizens, here and abroad,
will face the full wrath of the DOJ and

FBI," Patel said. "If you seek to hide in
any corner of this country or planet, we
will put on the world's largest manhunt
and we will find you and we will decide
your end-state." A former Justice
Department counterterrorism prosecutor,
Patel was selected in November to replace
Christopher Wray, who was picked by
Trump in 2017 and who resigned at the
conclusion of the Biden administration to
make way for his chosen successor.Wray
infuriated Trump throughout his tenure,
including after FBI agents searched his
Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida in August
2022 for classified documents in one of
two federal investigations that resulted in
indictments against Trump that were
dismissed after his election win.

FBI directors are given 10-year terms as a

way to insulate them from political
influence and keep them from becoming
beholden to a particular president or
administration. But Trump fired the FBI
director he inherited, James Comey, after
Comey had spent over three years on the
job and replaced Wray after more than
seven years in the position.

SIP debate: Staying invested is more
important than trying to time the market

NEW DELHI. Play the Game as per
your strength. A Reverse sweep is a
tough shot. Players like Rishabh Pant

reach the target. For others, hitting
fours and sixes by playing a tricky shot
like areverse sweep can also help.

shots can be played to score runs, there
are many ways to make money in
Mutual Funds apart from SIP.

and Surayakumar Yadav make it look lay the game as it is suitable for you. Follow the following means to enhance

easy and score lots of runs.In the 1987
Reliance World Cup Final at Eden
Garden, Kolkata England was well
placed at 135/2, chasing a modest
target of 254 against Australia. Mike
Gatting was playing textbook cricket
for well-made 41 runs from 45 balls.
Australian Captain Allan Border, who
was not a regular bowler, came to bowl
in desperation. Mike Gatting played a
reverse sweep (probably to score a
boundary) straight to Dyer at the short
third man when he could have placed
the ball in the front anywhere (for a
single or a double).England could
never recover from that and lost the
final by seven runs, handing Australia
their First ODI World Cup win.The
story's moral is that you must select the
shot based on your capabilities and
situations.

For some, staying on the pitch and
scoring ones and twos can help them

Reaching the target is essential, not
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which shot you played.SIP is a simple
concept of buying regularly in a market
that will go up and down in the short to
medium term but will be up over a long
period of time.For an average investor,
staying the course of an investment is
more important than trying to buy at a
low level and stopping at the top. Please
remember that no one can predict the
future. It is your time in the market, not
Timing the market, that makes money
for you.Like in cricket, where many
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your return, in consultation with your
Mutual Fund Distributor or
advisor.- SIP top-up when markets
have become cheaper (SIP returns
have become negative like in the
Wuhan virus crisis)

Asset allocation across debt,
equity, gold, and real estate is to be
overweight in cheap markets and
underweight in expensive
markets. Don't ignore tax and
transaction costs.We have often
seen that fund returns and investor
returns are widely different. The main
reason is that people try to time the
market or become rich overnight.SIP is
the panchtantra story of slow and
steady winning the race. If you are a
hare who won't sleep, run. If you are a
tortoise, keep walking, and you will
win the race. You will be out of the
game only if you are a tortoise but still
run or a hare and go to sleep.

RBI plans $10 billion dollar-Re swap to improve liquidity

MUMBAI. In a move aimed at
improving liquidity in the banking
system, the RBI has said that it will
conduct a USD/INR buy/sell swap
auction on Feb 28 to inject Rs
86,000 crore into the banking
system. The auction, aimed at
meeting long-term liquidity needs,
will involve a $10 billion swap
with a three-year tenor. The firstleg
of the swap will be settled on
March 4, 2025, while the reverse
leg will be settled on March 6,
2028.

According to money market dealers
there is a severe shortfall of liquidity
in money markets and liquidity
infusion of Rs 1.2 lakh crore is needed
by March 2025 to bring core liquidity
from deficit to neutral to ensure that
policy rates are effective in the term
money markets.RBI has infused funds

to counter a sharp liquidity decline
caused by aggressive forex market
intervention and other factors.
Despite these efforts, India's banking
system faced a liquidity deficit of Rs
1.7 lakh crore as on Feb 20.RBI has
purchased Rs 1.4 lakh crore worth of
bonds through open market and

secondary purchases and
infused Rs 44,000 crore
via a $5 billion
dollar/rupee swap.
However, the weighted
average inter-bank call
money rate remains
above RBI's policy repo
rate, despite these
infusions.RBI has
already infused Rs 1.8
lakh crore through long-
term repos maturing in
early April and may roll
them over for another two months.
Liquidity conditions are expected to
improve once RBI pays a dividend to
govtby May-end.

Under the swap mechanism, banks will

sell US dollars to RBI and agree to
repurchase them at the end of the swap
period.

NEW DELHI.

Need new Iegul framework
to regulate 'harmful’
conten’r. |&B Ministry

The Information and
Broadcasting Ministry is examining the
existing statutory provisions and the need for a
new legal framework to regulate "harmful"
content amid complaints of "obscenity and
violence" being shown on digital platforms.In
its reply to a parliamentary panel, the ministry
said there is a growing concern in the society
that the constitutional right of "freedom of
expression is being misused to showcase
obscene and violent content on digital
platforms".It told the Standing Committee on
Communications and Information Technology
headed by BJP MP Nishikant Dubey that while
certain provisions exist under the current laws,
there is a growing demand for a stricter and
effective legal framework to regulate such
harmful content.It said, "This ministry has
taken note of these developments and is in
process of examining current statutory
provisions and need for a new legal
framework."

The ministry said that many high courts and the
Supreme Court, MPs and statutory bodies like
the National Commission of Women have
spoken on the issue, which has made headlines
after the crass comments of social media
influencer Ranveer Allahbadia drew wide
condemnation.Criminal cases have been
registered against him, and his apology has
done little to damp down the controversy. While
the Supreme Court granted him protection from
arrest, it also made very critical observations
over his vulgar comments. The ministry told the
committee, which will hold its next meeting on
February 25, that it will submit a detailed note
after due deliberations.The committee had
asked the ministry on February 13 regarding the
amendments needed in the existing laws to
clamp down on controversial content in the
wake of the emergence of new technology and
media platforms.Unlike the conventional print
and electronic content, which are covered under
specific laws, new media services powered by
internet such as OTT platforms or YouTube
have no specific regulatory framework,
triggering demands for amending the
laws.While there have been some concern that
authorities may use new provisions to censor
content for extraneous reasons, frequent
outrage triggered by episodes like the one
involving Allahbadia have given rise to the
demand for strengthening the legal framework
through amendments in the existing laws or
enacting new ones.

Chhattisgarh allows shops, cafes to run
24/7, women can work night shifts

Traders have the flexibility
to decide their operational
hours, and all workers will
he entitled to a weekly off,
and no employee can be
made to work beyond eight

hours a day

New Delhi.
government,

The Chhattisgarh
led by Chief Minister

can work night shifts

Cabinet Minister Lakhan Lal
Dewangan, while announcing the
decision, said that shops in
Chhattisgarh can now function
round the clock, and women
employees will also be allowed to
work atnight.

Earlier, businesses had to remain shut
for one day each week. Now, traders
have the flexibility to decide their
operational hours. However, the
government has ensured that
employees’ rights remain protected.
Workers will be entitled to a weekly
off, and no employee can be made to

R

proceedings. According to a
government notification issued on
February 13, shop and establishment
registrations will now fall under the
Labour Department instead of
municipal bodies. The registration fee
has been revised to a range of Rs
1,000 to Rs 10,000, based on the
number of employees, replacing the
earlier Rs 100 to Rs 250 fee structure.
While the decision aims to provide
greater workforce opportunities,
particularly for women, concerns
have been raised regarding public
transport and safety. Currently,
Raipur’s city bus services operate
only until 7:30 pm, leaving many

Vishnu Deo Sai, has announced that
shops, parlours, cafes, and restaurants
across the state can now operate 24/7.
This initiative aims to boost business

growth, create employment
opportunities, and improve urban
infrastructure. However, liquor shops

will still have to close by 10 pm,
according to the existing regulations.
The state has also permitted women to
work night shifts. Women employees

work beyond eight hours a day.

Additionally, all shop owners must
comply with labour welfare policies to
safeguard employee interests. The new
regulations have also streamlined the
shop registration process. Businesses
already registered under the Employees'
State Insurance and Provident Fund
schemes will automatically be included
in the new framework but must obtain a
Labour Identification Number within six
months. However, applications

submitted after this period will incur a
fee, as per government norms.

Benefits for small businesses

Earlier, the 24-hour business operation
rule applied only to urban municipal
areas. The revised policy now benefits
small businesses employing at least 10
workers. Additionally, penalties for
violations have been increased, though
businesses can opt for compounding
offences to avoid prolonged legal

female employees worried about
commuting at night. A report by India
Today quoted Aditi Kale, an interior
designer at Matter of Design, as saying
that traveling late at night in
Chbhattisgarh feels unsafe due to limited
public transport and deserted streets.
Will the government introduce strong
safety measures, or will women be left to
manage these risks on their own?, she
asked.
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"Both Hands Intact” Guideline For
Pursuing MBBS Reeks Of Ableism: Court

A bench of Justices B R Gavai and K V Viswanathan observed the quidelines prescribed "both hands intact, with
intact sensations, sufficient strength and range of motion" to be essential for eligibility in the medical course.

The top court delivered its verdict on an
appeal against a September 2024 order of
the Punjab and Haryana High Court, which
rejected the claim of a disabled aspirant and
upheld the denial of his admission to MBBS
course.

The top court said it had on December 12,
2024 ordered the appellant's admission in
the Government Medical College, Sirohi,
Rajasthan against a seat reserved for
Persons with Disabilities (PwD) (OBC)
category. The bench gave its reasoning in
the judgement delivered on Friday.

[t referred to the guidelines over the admission
of students with "specified disabilities"
under the 2016 Act in MBBS course which
constituted appendix H-1 to the Graduate

JNUSU calls campus strike over
Barak hostel opening

NEW DELHI. The Jawaharlal Nehru University
Students’ Union (JNUSU) on Friday called for a
complete university strike, demanding the
immediate release of the JNUSU 2024-25
election notifications and the immediate opening
of Barak Hostel.

A JNUSU leader alleged that the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP)-administration
nexus was attempting to suppress the democratic
voice of students by delaying elections and citing
arbitrary reasons. “Due to their unwillingness to
open Barak Hostel. students are forced to live
without basic facilities in the dormitory,” the
leader added.

In response to the call for action, students from all
schools and centres across the university
boycotted classes to press for the fulfillment of
their demands. JNUSU President Dhananjay
emphasised the importance of the strike, stating
that it was crucial to defending campus
democracy and ensuring students” right to live
with dignity. “JNUSU will continue to struggle
until the demands are met,” he asserted.

Barak Hostel, a special accommodation facility for
students from the North-East community, was e-
inaugurated at JINU by Home Minister Amit Shah
on February 4, 2024. The foundation stone for the
hostel was initially laid in July 2017 by Minister

The top court referred to its verdict passed in
October last year which asked the NMC to
issue revised regulations and guidelines in
supersession of the guidelines of May 13,
2019 with regard to admission of students
with specified disabilities under the Act
withrespect to MBBS course.

It said pursuant to the verdict, the NMC
assured the top court in another matter that
it would constitute a new committee of

domain experts to comply with the

judgement.

“We direct this matter to be posted on March

3, 2025 to consider whether the National

Medical Commission has formulated the

revised guidelines in accordance with the

judgments of this court...," it said. The

New Delhi. The Supreme Court on Friday
said the National Medical Commission
(NMC) guidelines requiring students
with specified disabilities to have "both
hands intact" to pursue MBBS course
was "completely antithetical" and reeked
of "ableism".

A bench of Justices B R Gavaiand KV &
Viswanathan observed the guidelines
prescribed "both hands intact, with intact
sensations, sufficient strength and range of
motion" to be essential for eligibility in the
medical course.

"This prescription of 'both hands intact..." is
completely antithetical to Article 41 of the
Constitution; the principles enshrined in the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of

the bench.

The court went on to add, "It also indicates a
classification which is overbroad and
glorifies 'ableism'. It propagates that
persons with typical abilities and with
faculties similar to what the majority may
have or somehow superior." This was

Persons with Disabilities and the salutary precisely what the Directive Principles of  pench in the meantime directed the NMCto  Medical Education Regulations £ S Vil

3 : : : tate for Devel t of North East
provisions of the RPwD Act (Rights of State Policy, the U““‘?d;Nmmnscmwemlm file an affidavit explaining the current  (Amendment), 2019, notified on May 13, ?{egio?'uc Dorl Jifg:d(;gmg]ilngl? nglveras f}:t:
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016)," said ~ and the2016 Actabhor, itadded. status. 2019. -~ ' :

construction faced delays of over three years
before its completion.

The hostel, named after the Barak River in the
North-East, was built with a budget of Rs 28.675
crore. It comprises five floors with 228 rooms,
designed to accommodate up to 446 North-
Eastern students, with 75% of its capacity
reserved for them.

"Elder Brother, Mentor": Bhutan PM
Praises PM Modi's Leadership

New Delhi. Bhutanese Prime Minister Tshering termed the SOUL initiative a

[IT Kanpur exam question
mocking Kejriwal over ‘Mann

peaceful and happier for all," he

Ki Baat’ tuning goes viral

L

NEW DELHI. A question inan IIT Kanpur examination
has gone viral on social media for blending politics,
engineering, and satire,

The question referenced former Delhi Chief Minister and
IIT graduate Arvind Kejriwal, who, after losing the
recent Delhi Assembly elections, wishes to listen to PM
Modi’s “Mann Ki Baat” on Vividh Bharti FM (105.4
MHz). The exam, dated February 11, 2025, was
conducted by the Department of Electrical Engineering
and included a two-mark question that has sparked
widespread discussion online.

The viral question read: “After a crushing defeat in the
Delhi elections, [I'T Alumnus Arvind Kejriwal wants to
tune into the “Mann ki Baat’ program by our PM on the
Vividh Bharti (AIR) FM at a frequency of 105.4 MHz.
Mr. Kejriwal wants to design a filter that may pass the
content of the Vividh Bharti channel while attenuating
(rejecting) the adjacent FM radio channels Radio
Nasha (107.2 MHz) and FM Rainbow Lucknow (100.7
MHz) by at least-60 dB.”

It further said: “Since he spent a lot of money during the
election campaign, he can only afford a resistor of 50
ohms, a variable inductor, and a variable capacitor to
design this filter. Can you please help Mr. Kejriwal
design this filter using the R, L, and C components and

Tshering Tobgay on Friday described
his Indian counterpart Narendra Modi
as his "elder brother" and "mentor"
and sought his guidance to help him
contribute to transformation of public
service in the neighbouring country.

In his keynote address at the School of

Ultimate Leadership (SOUL)
conclave here, Tobgay made liberal
use of Hindi that drew multiple
applause from the audience."Without
a doubt, I see an image of an clder
brother in you, who always guides me
and helps me ('Nisandeh, aap mei ck
bade bhai ki chhavi dekhta hun, jo
sadaiv mera margdarshan karte hain,
aur mujhe sahayta dete hain')," he
said.

"brainchild of Modi", adding, it is yet
another testament to his unwavering
commitment to nurturing authentic
leaders and empowering them to serve
the great republic of India.

In his address, the Bhutanese prime

minister humbly submitted that he had
come to attend the event to not offer
any leadership lessons but to "learn as
astudent".

"Leadership is not about titles, it is not

about positions, it is about vision, it is
about courage, it is about the ability to
inspire change.

Leadership is about transformation, it is

about taking society where it stands
today, and guiding it towards a future
that is more prosperous, more

asserted. He emphasised that a leader
sees what others do not yet see,
believes in what others may doubt,
and takes action where others hesitate.

"The greatest leaders in history have not

merely led organisations or nations,
they have led revolutions of thoughts,
process and development.

'Aadarniya Pradhan Mantri, mere bade
bhai, aapne apni buddhimani, saahas
aur karuna se bhare netritav se Bharat
ko das hi warshon mein pragati ke path
par agrasar kiya hai' (Hon'ble Prime
Minister, my elder brother, with your
leadership driven with intelligence,
courage and compassion, you have set
India on the path of development in
just 10 years," Tobgay said.

"Always Fulfils Her Promises": Rekha
Gupta's College Principal After Meeting Her

The Principal of Rekha Gupta's alma mater, Daulat Ram College, Savita Roy.

expressed her joy. stating. "I have fond memories of her."

New Delhi. Since Rekha Gupta took

charge as the Chief Minister of Delhi,
congratulations and greetings have
poured in from various quarters. A
large number of people gathered
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outside herresidence to greet heras she »

»

best wishes to Rekha Gupta."”

How an NGO tied up with Naga
Sadhus for unique eye check-
up camp at Kumbh

Prayagraj. Aimed at promoting better vision, the
Naga Sadhus of Maha Kumbh tied up with a
non-profit organisation, which adopted a
unique initiative to check attendees' eyesight. A
massive camp has been set up by the
organisation, which requires those opting for
screenings to read alphabets written on the
backs of the sadhus.

Manned by more than 100 personnel, the camp
offers free eye screenings and has distributed
over 50,000 pairs of sunglasses to those in need.
The services started on February 10 and will
continue till the end of Kumbh on the 26th.

Pictures showed several Hindi alphabets written
on the backs of the sadhus in the classic pyramid

and I took oath together. I won the
Delhi University Students Union
(DUSU) Adhyaksh post from NSUI,
and Rekha won the MahaSachiv post
from ABVP. Congratulations and

style that is noticeable at a doctor's chamber
when one goes for eye check-ups. The camp has
been set up by Eyebetes, a charitable
organisation dedicated to creating awareness
about diabetes and preventable blindness. It is

located at the Sangam site, and will offer free

find out: (a) the quality factor (Q) of this filter; (b) the : ]
screening for diabetes and other common

values of inductance and capacitance needed?” The

stepped into her new role. Her °
principal from Daulat Ram College,

"Congratulations to Delhi for getting its
fourth woman Chief Minister and we

A4/
o

sub-questions carried two marks each. The post
quickly gained traction, with many users expressing
curiosity about the professor who framed the question,

Not a penny will be wasted on
glorifying govt, says Delhi BJP

NEW DELHI. Promising a transparent advertisement
policy, the Delhi BJP government on Friday asserted
that every advertisement issued would serve the public
interest, and not a single rupee of taxpayer money
would be spent on glorifying the government, chief
minister, or the party. While in opposition, the BJP had
frequently criticised the AAP government for

Savita Roy, also came to meet her.
The Principal of Rekha Gupta's alma

N -
i o

l.'e

Secretary from the Akhil Bharatiya

e &

hope that Yamuna will be clean and
daughters safe." read her post.

causes of preventable blindness.

“Physical and spiritual health are deeply linked in

mater, Daulat Ram College, Savita
Roy, expressed her joy, stating, "I have
fond memories of her. She always
fulfils the promises she makes. My
blessings are with her. All of us are with
her."

Rekha Gupta said, "I feel proud... I want

to tell the students from Delhi
University and especially from Daulat
Ram College that only Rekha Gupta
has not become the Chief Minister; all
of you have become the Chief
Minister." In 1995, the Chief Minister
of Delhi won the post of General

Vidyarthi Parishad during her college
days. On Wednesday, Congress leader
Alka Lamba shared a photo of her with
the Delhi Chief Minister as a memento.,

She shared a memorable picture of

herselfand Rekha Gupta, of 1995 when
Lamba won the Delhi University
President post from the National
Students' Union of India (NSUI), while
Rekha Gupta won the General
Secretary post from the Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad

Alka Lamba posted, "This memorable

photo from 1995 - when Rekha Gupta

After chairing the first cabinet meeting

religious practice. Supporting this cause was an

on Thursday, Rekha Gupta decided to
implement Ayushman Bharat and table
14 pending reports from the
Comptroller and Auditor General.

Notably, the CAG report revealed a

significant revenue loss of Rs 2,026
crore due to irregularities in the Delhi
government's excise policy. The
report's findings stated that there were
deviations from the policy's objectives,
a lack of transparency in pricing, and
violations in issuing licenses that were
not penalised.

act of good for the countless devotees on their
spiritual journey," a spokesperson for the Naga
Akhara said. "Our studies have found that over
60 per cent of Indians in need of glasses go
without them, and 60 per cent of pre-diabetics
or carly diabetics remain undiagnosed. Both
these figures are correlated, and a lot needs to be
done to prevent complications arising from
these conditions. Over the duration of the mela,
we are offering free tests to everyone who
comes to our camp at the Maha Kumbh mela,"
Dr Nishant Kumar of the Eyebetes Foundation
said.

allegedly misusing public funds for self-promotion
rather than developmental projects.

Throughout its election campaign, the BJP pledged to
put an end to such expenditure, terming it an example
of mismanagement and bad governance. “Delhi
residents remember how, before the oath-taking
ceremonies of Arvind Kejriwal’s AAP government in
2015 and 2020, public money was used to flood the

streets and

newspapers with
government
advertisements.

In contrast, on

Thursday, our

government did

not spend a

single penny

from the public

treasury on

promoting the
swearing-in event,” Delhi BIJP president Virendra
Sachdeva said.

“All advertisements, hoardings, and invitations for the
‘Developed Delhi’ oath-taking ceremony were funded
entirely by the BIP itself,” he added. Meanwhile, AAP
in response said in a statement, “Every government

Stricter rules needed for online content,
Centre tells House panel amid joke row

The issue has gained traction amid an uproar over the crass comments of social media influencer Ranveer Allahbadia.
j—————— 1 New Delhi. The Information and

C fl Broadcasting Ministry is examining the
entre tlags existing statutory provisions and the need
freedom of

for a new legal framework to regulate
"harmful" content amid complaints of
expression misuse In
letter to House

"obscenity and violence" being shown on
panel

digital platforms.
In its reply to a parliamentary panel, the
Says it is
examining need for

s

also made very critical observations over his
vulgar comments.

The ministry told the committee that it would
submit a detailed note after due deliberations.

The committee had asked the ministry on
February 13 regarding the amendments
needed in the existing laws to clamp down on
controversial content in the wake of the
emergence of new technology and media
platforms.
Unlike conventional print and electronic
content, which are covered under specific
laws, new media services powered by the

ministry said there is a growing concern in
society that the constitutional right of
"freedom of expression is being misused to
showcase obscene and violent content on
digital platforms".

AV
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.

allocates a budget for advertisements. The AAP | a new leaal It 1luld thc_ Sla}ndmg (.umml‘ltcc on ministry s?1d that many high courts a_nd fhe internet, such a_s.“OTTplallonnsorYouTubc.
government has spent less than half of its allotted a new legal Communications and Information  Supreme Court, MPs and statutory bodies like  have no specific regulatory framework,
ariount Fo oontrast: the BIP is notorious for wasteful | framework Technology, headed by BJP MP Nishikant the National Commission of Women have triggering demands for amending the laws.

While there has been some concern that
authorities may use new provisions to censor
content for extraneous reasons, frequent
outrages triggered by episodes like the one
involving Allahbadia have given rise to the
demand for strengthening the legal framework
through amendments in the existing laws or
enacting new ones.

Dubey, that while certain provisions exist
under the current laws, there is a growing
demand for a stricter and effective legal
framework to regulate such harmful content.

It said, "This ministry has taken note of these
developments and is in the process of
examining current statutory provisions and
the need for a new legal framework." The

spoken on the issue, which has made headlines
after the crass comments of social media
influencer Ranveer Allahbadia drew wide
condemnation.

Criminal cases have been registered against
him, and his apology has done little to damp
down the controversy. While the Supreme
Court granted him protection from arrest, it

expenditure. Between April 2014 and October 2017,
the Modi government splurged over Rs 3,600 crore on
advertisements across print, electronic, and outdoor
media. From 2018-19 to mid-2023, another Rs
3.064.42 crore was spent.” “Instead of reckless
spending, the BJP should practice positive politics and
fulfill the promises made to the people,” itadded.

Reply comes amid
row over Ranveer
Allahbadia's vulgar
joke on show
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man aceused of ying o kil | ISrael to receive 6 hostages from Gaza in
exchange for 602 Palestinian prisoners

showed both had been killed deliberately
by their captors.Israeli Prime Minister

author Salman Rushdie found
guilty of attempted murder

MAYVILLE. A New Jersey man was convicted Friday
of attempted murder and assault for stabbing author
Salman Rushdie multiple times on a New York lecture
stage in 2022.A jury found Hadi Matar, 27, guilty after
a little less than two hours of deliberations following a
trial in Chautauqua County Court.

Matar ran onto the stage at the Chautauqua Institution
where Rushdie was about to speak on August 12,
2022, and stabbed him more than a dozen times before
a live audience.The attack left the 77-year-old
prizewinning novelist blind in one eye.

Rushdie was the key witness during seven days of
testimony, describing in graphic detail his life-
threatening injuries and long and painful recovery.

Trump fires air force general
CQ Brown as joint chiefs

W PENTAK

e

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump has
abruptly removed Air Force General CQ Brown as
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, sidelining the
respected officer as part of his effort to reshape
military leadership. Brown, the second Black general
to hold the position, had served for 16 months,
focusing on the wars in Ukraine and the Middle East.

Trump announced the decision on social media,
thanking Brown for his service and wishing him well.
He has nominated Air Force Lt. Gen. Dan “Razin”
Caine, an F-16 pilot with experience in the National
Guard and the CIA, as Brown’s replacement.

The move follows Trump’s push to remove military
leaders who support diversity and inclusion. Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth, who took office four weeks
ago, has backed this approach. During his Senate
confirmation hearing, he suggested reviewing senior
officers based on merit and commitment to military
standards. In the past, Hegseth had questioned
whether Brown’s appointment was based on race.

Brown was at the US-Mexico border assessing the
military’s role in Trump’s executive order on illegal
immigration when he was dismissed. His removal
comes despite support from key lawmakers and a
seemingly cordial meeting with Trump in December.

As an experienced F-16 pilot, Brown was seen as a key
figure in shifting the military’s focus from Middle
Eastern conflicts to countering threats from China.
His nomination as chairman was widely supported,
with the Senate confirming him 98-0. Before that, in
June 2020, he gained attention for speaking out on
racial bias in the military following the police killing
of George Floyd.Trump has used his second term to
assert greater control over government institutions,
removing officials from the Biden administration
even in traditionally independent positions. Brown’s
dismissal is part of a broader effort to reshape military
leadership under Trump’s vision.

Man Disguised As Lawyer Kills
Notorious Sri Lankan Gang Leader
In Court

World A notorious gang leader in Sri Lanka was
shot dead Wednesday inside a courthouse by a
gunman disguised as a lawyer, the BBC reported.
Gang leader Sanjeewa Kumara Samararathne, a
suspect in multiple murder cases, was brought to
court under a heavy armed escort by commandos
from the elite Special Task Force. He was shot at
close range as he entered the dock in a bail hearing
at the Colombo Magistrates Court, police said in a
statement. He was taken to hospital after he was
shot but was pronounced dead on arrival. The gang
leader, popularly known as Ganemulle Sanjeewa,
had been in custody since he was arrested in
September 2023, as per the outlet. Police said that
the gunman used a revolver which was smuggled
in a hollowed-out book by a female suspect. He
managed to flee the scene but was later captured by
police. Cops have identified the female suspect as
25-year-old Pinpura Dewage Ishara
Sewwandi.Officials have reportedly put out a
notice promising a reward for anyone providing
information on the woman. Police have also
arrested a policeman and van driver suspected of
helping the two suspects in the shooting.

Notably, the latest incident is among a series of
killings by rival gangs. At least nine people have
died this year in a spate of shootings blamed on
gang rivalry, as per the BBC. Amid this, authorities
have vowed to crack down on gang violence in the
country. The incident has also raised questions
about security in the courthouse, with authorities
currently reviewing security measures. On
Wednesday, lawmakers also discussed reining in
gang violence in parliament, with an opposition
MP calling it a "major security issue". Health and
mass media minister Nalinda Jayatissa, who in
December had pledged to crack down on such
criminal activity, said on Wednesday that the
government would "take the actions of organised
underworld gangs seriously".

Moreover, new security protocols are being
implemented in the wake of the shooting,
including deploying armed guards when certain
people are brought to court.

World. A woman in US's Georgia has

According to the lawsuit filed in Georgia

The lawsuit said that the clinic's

New York, Hadi Matar was found guilty

Jerusalem, Israel prepared on Saturday to

receive six more hostages from Gaza in
exchange for hundreds of Palestinian
prisoners and detainees, after accusations
over the return of a misidentified body this
week threatened to derail a fragile
truce.The six, the last living hostages from
a group of 33 due to be freed in the first
stage of the ceasefire deal agreed last
month, were expected to be handed over at
around 8.30 am (0630 GMT), according to
officials from the militant group
Hamas.Four of the hostages, Eliya Cohen,
27, Tal Shoham, 40, Omer Shem Tov, 22,
and Omer Wenkert, 23, were seized by
Hamas gunmen during their attack on Israel
on October 7, 2023. Another two, Hisham
Al-Sayed, 36, and Avera Mengistu, 39,
have been held by Hamas since they
entered Gaza separately under unexplained
circumstances around a decade ago.ln
return, Israel is expected to release 602
Palestinian prisoners and detainees held in
its jails in the latest stage of an exchange
that has held up despite a series of problems

that have come close to sinking it on
different occasions.Late on Thursday,
Israel accused Hamas of violating the
ceasefire by handing over an unidentified
body instead of the remains of hostage Shiri
Bibas that were due to be returned along
with the bodies of her two small
sons.Hamas said her remains appear to
have been mixed up with other human
remains recovered from the rubble after an
Israeli air strike that it said killed her and
her two sons in November 2023. On Friday,
the group handed over another body, which
Israeli forensic officials were preparing to
investigate to confirm the identity.

The Bibas family, kidnapped along with their

father in the October 7 attack, has been an
emblem of the trauma suffered by Israel on
that day and the misidentification of the
remains of Shiri Bibas, as well as the staged
handover of their coffins by Hamas
outraged Israelis.The Israeli military said
intelligence assessments and forensic
analysis of the bodies of 10-month-old Kfir
Bibas and his four-year-old brother Ariel

Benjamin Netanyahu threatened to make
Hamas "pay the full price" for failing to
return the body, but he held back from
walking away from the ceasefire
agreement, which took effect on January
19.Hamas, which has itself accused Israel
of breaching the ceasefire by blocking vital
aid supplies into Gaza, nonetheless
formally informed Israel of the names of
the hostages to be released on Saturday in a
sign the handover would go ahead.The

ceasefire has brought a pause in the fighting

but prospects of a definitive end to the war
remain unclear. Hamas, which killed
some 1,200 people and took 251 hostages
during its attack on Israel, has been at
pains to demonstrate that it remains in
control in Gaza despite heavy losses in the
war.

The Israeli campaign killed at least 48,000

people, according to Palestinian health

authorities, and reduced much of the

enclave to rubble, leaving some hundreds

of thousands in makeshift shelters and

dependent on aid trucks.Both sides have
said they intend to start talks on a second
stage, which mediators say aim to agree the
return of around 60 remaining hostages and
the withdrawal of Israeli troops.But hopes
of a deal have been clouded by
disagreements over the future of Gaza, that
have been deepened by shock across the
region over US President Donald Trump's
proposal to clear the enclave of Palestinians
and develop it as a Riviera-style resort
under US control.

US woman "unknowingly' becomes couple's

surrogate,

decided to sue a fertility clinic after
giving birth to a boy through in vitro
fertilisation, who later turned out to be
another couple's child, due to a mix-up
of embryos.

state court, Krystena Murray, 38, learnt
about the mix-up only after giving
birth when it was clear that the boy
wasn't hers due to his race. She is
white and chose a sperm donor '
who is also of the same skin colour
with blonde hair and blue eyes; the
baby is Black.

"extreme and outrageous" mistake
caused Murray to become an |
"unwitting surrogate, against her
will, for another couple". She has
sought unspecified monetary
damages, The Associated Press
reported."The birth of my child was
supposed to be the happiest moment of
my life, and honestly, it was," she said
at a news conference as reported by
NBC News. "All of the love and joy I
felt seeing him for the first time was

immediately replaced by fear. How
could this have happened?"
Murray said in the lawsuit that she opted

about the mix-up, the clinic notified the
child's biological parents, who in turn
sued Murray to get custody of their son.
The 38-year-old voluntarily gave up
the 5-month-old's custody to avoid a
legal fight after her lawyer told her she
was not going to win.The lawsuit said

sues IVF clinic for mix-up

that Murray had "no issues or concerns
with the baby's race" other than the fact
that it showed he wasn't related to her.

for a DNA test at home and found out Expressing her pain, Murray said the
she was not related to her newborn.
Even so, she decided to raise the child
as her own. However, when she
informed Coastal Fertility Specialists

incident had "destroyed" her and that
she would "never fully recover".

"I'm heartsick; I'm emotionally broken.
Nothing can express the shock and

violation upon learning that your
doctor put a stranger's embryo
into your body. To carry a baby,
fall in love with him, deliver him,
and build the uniquely special
bond between mother and baby,
all to have him taken away," she
said at the press conference.

The lawsuit said that Murray

remains unaware if the fertility
clinic transferred her embryo to
someone else, and thus, she
doesn't know if her biologically

related child is being "raised by
someone else", Fox News reported.In a
statement, the fertility clinic expressed
"deep regrets" for causing distress to
Murray due to an "unprecedented error
that resulted in an embryo transfer mix-
up", The New York Times reported.

Salman Rushdie attacker found guilty
of attempted murder and assault

on Friday of attempting to murder the
novelist Salman Rushdie in an onstage
stabbing attack at a New York arts
institute in 2022.atar, 27, can be seen in
videos rushing the Chautauqua
Institution's stage as Rushdie was
being introduced to the audience for a
talk about keeping writers safe from
harm, some of which were shown t the
jury during the three-week
trial. Rushdie, 77, was stabbed with a
knife multiple times in the head, neck,
torso and left hand, blinding his right
eye and damaging his liver and
intestines, requiring emergency
surgery and months of recovery.The
writer was among the first to testify at
the Chautauqua County Court in
Mayville, calmly describing to jurors
how he believed he was going to die
and showing them his blinded eye by
removing his adapted spectacles with a
blacked-out right lens.Matar was found

guilty of attempted murder in the
second degree and assault in the second
degree for stabbing Henry Reese, the
co-founder of Pittsburgh's City of
Asylum, a non-profit group that helps
exiled writers, who was conducting the

talk with Rushdie
morning.Rushdie, an atheist born into a
Muslim Kashmiri family in India, has
faced death threats since the 1988
publication of his novel "The Satanic
Verses," which Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini, then Iran's supreme leader,
denounced as blasphemous.After the

that also

knife assault, Matar told the New
York Post that he had travelled from
his home in New Jersey after seeing
the Rushdie event advertised because
he disliked the novelist, saying
Rushdie had attacked Islam.Matar, a
dual citizen of his native US and
Lebanon, said in the interview that he
was surprised Rushdie had survived,
the Post reported.Matar did not
testify at his trial. His defence lawyers
told jurors that the prosecutors had not
proved beyond reasonable doubt the
necessary criminal intent needed for a
conviction of attempted murder.Matar

faces federal charges brought by

prosecutors in the US attorney's office
in western New York, accusing him of
attempting to murder Rushdie as an act
of terrorism and of providing material
support to the armed group Hezbollah
in Lebanon, which the US has
designated as a terrorist organisation.

China discovers new hat
coronavirus capable of
infecting humans: Top points

World. Chinese researchers have found a new bat
coronavirus, HKUS5-CoV-2, which has the potential to
infect humans as it uses the same cell-surface protein
to infiltrate cells as the SARS-CoV-2 virus that caused
Covid-19.The study on the new virus, published in the
Cell scientific journal, was carried out by leading
Chinese virologist Shi Zhengli, who is also known as
the “batwoman”, as a result of her extensive research
on bat coronaviruses, at the Guangzhou Laboratory.

WHAT IS HKUS5-CoV-2

The new virus called HKUS-CoV-2 has been discovered
in bats in China. Despite the potential risk of infecting
humans, the researchers said more details on animal-
to-human transmission are yet to be
investigated. While there are hundreds of
coronaviruses in the wild, only a few can infect
humans.HKUS-CoV-2, that traces its lineage from the
HKUS coronavirus first identified in the Japanese
pipistrelle bat in Hong Kong, comes from the
merbecovirus subgenus, which also includes the virus
that causes Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
(Mers).The scientists said that like SARS-CoV-2, the
bat virus HKUS-CoV-2 contains a feature known as
the furin cleavage site that helps it to enter cells via the
ACE2 receptor protein on cell surfaces.

In lab experiments, HKU5-CoV-2 infected human cells

with high ACE2 levels in test tubes and in models of
human intestines and airways.The researchers also
identified monoclonal antibodies and antiviral drugs
that target the bat virus.

'BATWOMAN' LEADS RESEARCH

The research on the new coronavirus was led by China's
leading virologist Shi Zhengli along with a team of
scientists from the Guangzhou Academy of Sciences,
Wuhan University and the Wuhan Institute of
Virology.Shi is popularly known as the "batwoman"
due to her extensive knowledge and research into bat
coronaviruses. She is also known for for her work at
the Wuhan Institute of Virology, which is commonly
suspected to be the epicentre of the 2020 coronavirus
pandemic.There have been claims that the virus leaked
from a lab at the Wuhan institute.

Shi has, however, rejected the claim and denied that the
pandemic originated from the institute. Till date, there
has been no consensus on how the Covid-19 virus
originated.

Ukraine may lose Starlink access after
turning down US minerals deal: Report

Ukraine's continued access to

SpaceX-owned Starlink was

officials after Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy turned down an
initial proposal from US Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent, the sources said.

bI'OU(]hT up in discussions between Starlink provides crucial internet

US and Ukrainian officials after

Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Lelenskyy turned down an initial

proposal from US Treasury

Secretary Scott Bessent.

Washington. US negotiators pressing Kyiv

for access to Ukraine's critical minerals
have raised the possibility of cutting the
country's access to Elon Musk's vital
Starlink satellite internet system, three
sources familiar with the matter told
Reuters.Ukraine's continued access to
SpaceX-owned Starlink was brought up in
discussions between US and Ukrainian

connectivity to war-torn Ukraine and its
military. The issue was raised again on
Thursday during meetings between Keith
Kellogg, the US special Ukraine envoy,
and Zelenskyy, said one of the sources,
who was briefed on the talks.During the
meeting, Ukraine was told it faced
imminent shutoff of the service if it did not
reach a deal on critical minerals, said the
source, who requested anonymity to
discuss closed negotiations."Ukraine runs
on Starlink. They consider it their North
Star," said the source. "Losing Starlink
would be a massive blow."Zelenskyy has
rejected demands from President Donald
Trump's administration for $500 billion in
mineral wealth from Ukraine to repay
Washington for wartime aid, saying the
U.S. has offered no specific security
guarantees.On Friday, the Ukrainian

STARLINK

cull thousands of federal workers and
shut down Federal agencies.Melinda
Haring, a senior fellow with the Atlantic
Council, said Starlink was essential for
Ukraine’s operation of drones, a key
pillar of its military strategy.“Losing
Starlink would be a game changer,”
Haring said, noting that Ukraine was
now at 1:1 parity with Russia in terms of
drone usage and artillery shells. Ukraine
has a wide range of different drone

president said the U.S. and Ukrainian teams
were working on an agreement and Trump
said he expects a deal will be signed soon.

Musk rushed thousands of Starlink terminals

to Ukraine to replace communications
services destroyed by Russia after its
February 2022 invasion. Hailed as a hero in
Ukraine, Musk later curtailed access at
least once before in the fall of 2022 as he
became more critical of Kyiv's handling of
the war.U.S. lawmakers are divided over
Trump's efforts to find a quick end to the
Ukraine war and some have raised
questions about Musk's rapid-fire efforts to

capabilities, ranging from sea drones and
surveillance drones to long-range
unmanned aerial vehicles.The Ukrainian
embassy in Washington, the White House
and the U.S. Department of Defense did not
immediately respond to a request for
comment.SpaceX, which operates Starlink,
also did not immediately respond to a
request for comment.Last fall, Ukraine
floated the idea of opening its critical
minerals to investment by allies. This was
part of a "victory plan" that sought to put it
in the strongest position for talks and force
Moscow to the table.
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Want Pakistan to win,
no fun watching
Amitabh punch villains
nonstop: Ex-India pacer

New Delhi . Former India fast bowler Atul
Wassan said he wants Pakistan to beat India
to add excitement to the business end of the
Champions Trophy. Wassan lamented the
lack of competitiveness in recent India vs
Pakistan encounters, arguing that India are
far stronger than their arch-rivals. He
compared the one-sided contests to watching
Amitabh Bachchan fight villains without
taking a few blows himself, saying such
predictable outcomes diminish the
thrill.India and Pakistan are set to meet in
their much-anticipated Champions Trophy
Group A clash in Dubai on Sunday. India
head into the contest following a
comfortable six-wicket victory over
Bangladesh, while Pakistan were humbled
by New Zealand in the tournament opener in
Karachi on Wednesday.Pakistan were
comprehensively outplayed in all three
departments, exposing the gap in quality
between them and New Zealand. Chasing
321, Pakistan lacked intent and urgency in
their innings, ultimately falling short by 60
runs.India will start as favourites on Sunday,
and Pakistan appear to lack the resources to

trouble Rohit Sharma's well-oiled side.

"I want Pakistan to win because it will make
the rest of the tournament more exciting. If
Pakistan plays well and wins, there will be a
real contest," Atul Wassan told ANI news
agency."It's like Amitabh Bachchan-if he
keeps punching the enemies nonstop, there's
no fun in watching it. I hope Pakistan makes
a comeback; it will be good for the
tournament," he added.

SHITIN INDIA VS PAKISTAN RIVALRY

Wassan, who played four Tests and nine ODIs
for India between 1990 and 1991, reflected
on how the balance of power has shifted in
the India-Pakistan rivalry."Until Pakistan
improves its cricket, there's no excitement in
watching India vs Pakistan games. When [
played in the '90s, Pakistan had so many
great players-Wasim Akram, Waqar Younis,
and Saeed Anwar. We used to lose to them
quite often," Wassan said."Whatever
happened in Pakistan affected their cricket,
and they suffered because of it. Meanwhile,
India have only grown stronger. Since the
2000s, we have dominated them," he added.

We were hungry to play
Ranji final’: Sachin Baby

KOCHI. After yet another tough duel dotted
with several heartstopping moments, Kerala
have scripted history by making their way to
the final of the Ranji Trophy national cricket
championship for the first time ever.

Sachin Baby and his spirited team are flying to
Nagpur for the summit clash of the marquee
tournament against former champions
Vidarbha, slated to begin on February 26.
The 2018 semifinal loss against the same
opponents at Wayanad is now a thing of the
past.For the captain, the dream run -
unbeaten in nine matches this season - is the
result of the team’s hunger to win.

“From the first day we came together as a team,
we knew one thing - miracles are going to
happen to this team. And that’s what we saw
in the last nine matches. We have
experienced a semifinal before and we were

all very hungry for a final,” Sachin told TNIE
from Ahmedabad.The semifinal against
Gujarat was a thrilling, intense affair over the
past five days, he said.

“Though we have played such matches in
leagues, this is the first experience in a
tournament of this stature. So we wanted to
win and feel the taste of a domestic cup. We
are delighted that we have come so far,” the
seasoned Kerala skipper said.After all the
close calls and the drama over Salman
Nizar’s ‘helmet’, after the ball bounced off
him and nestled into Sachin’s hands, the
fortune that got Kerala to the semifinal in the
form of a single-run first innings lead,
backed them again, this time by two
runs.Wicketkeeper-batter Mohammed
Azharuddeen, who became Kerala’s first-
ever centurion in a Ranji semifinal with an
unbeaten 177, said: “I’m really happy I could
contribute to the team when it was most
needed. And since it’s the first time (final
entry), the success is sweeter,” Azharuddeen
said.

New Delhi Australia captain Steve Smith

s playing IPL at 43 tough MS Dhoni says 6-
8 months of hard work is a must

«MS Dhoni said playing in the IPL at

43 requires months of hard work
to match younger players, but his
love for the game keeps him going.
Quashing retirement rumours, he
confirmed his commitment to
Chennai Super Kings for IPL 2025,
where he will feature as an

uncapped player.
_— | =—

New Delhi . World Cup-winning former India
captain MS Dhoni said he does not take his
two months in the Indian Premier League
lightly, stressing that he must match the level
of younger players and his competitors to
ensure he contributes effectively to the
Chennai Super Kings. Dhoni acknowledged
that no allowances are made for players of
his age, meaning he must work harder than
some of his peers to stay prepared for an IPL
season.The 43-year-old will return to play
for Chennai Super Kings in the 2025 IPL
season, starting on 21 March. Quashing

speculation about his retirement,
Dhoni said that he wants to continue
playing in the IPL as long as he
enjoys the game and remains
committed to the hard work
required.

Dhoni will be one of the oldest
players in the tournament when he
takes the field for the Super Kings
as an uncapped player. He was
retained by CSK for Rs 4 crore after
the Indian cricket board (BCCI)
reinstated the rule allowing players
who have not represented India in
the last five years to feature as
uncapped players."I only play a
couple of months in a year, but I
want to enjoy it the way I started
playing, that's something that keeps
me going," Dhoni said at a promotional
eventin Mumbai on Friday.

IPL2025: Full Schedule

"But, of course, for that, I need to put in a lot of

N

2021, Dhoni has been spending more time
with family and friends while remaining a
regular presence at the Super Kings' pre-
season camps. Over the last two years, he has
played through pain due to aknee niggle.

hard work for six to eight months because The five-time IPL-winning captain has

IPL is one of the toughest tournaments.
Nobody really cares about how old you are.
If you're playing at this level, the level needs
to be the same," the former captain added.
DHONI'SLOVE FORTHE GAME

Since retiring from international cricket in

managed to maintain his fitness and ensure
he continues to add value to the team. In IPL
2024, Dhoni played all 14 matches for CSK,
scoring 161 runs at an extraordinary strike
rate of 220. He has continued to keep wickets
for the Super Kings, though he has shifted to
batting lower down the order, focusing on

India vs Pakistan: Will Varun Chakravarthy
get a chance to heal old wounds

India and Pakistan are set to clash in the
Champions Trophy 2025 on Sunday, February
23, in Dubai. Should the Men in Blue tweak
their playing XI and bring in Varun
Chakravarthy for the blockbuster encounter,
given his recent form?

New Delhi. The cricketing world is set to

come to a standstill as two heavyweights
of the game, India and Pakistan, prepare to
face off in the marquee Champions Trophy
clash on Sunday, February 23, at the Dubai
International Cricket Stadium. Over the
years, the India-Pakistan clash has
provided a platform for players from both
teams to etch their names in history with
exceptional performances that have
propelled their careers to new heights.

The upcoming fixture presents another

golden opportunity for players to rise to
the occasion and lead their teams to glory
in this highly anticipated encounter. While
India had several standout performers in
their opening fixture, they kept their X-

factor, Varun Chakravarthy, on the
bench.If Chakravarthy gets a chance
against arch-rivals Pakistan, it will be a
perfect opportunity to make amends for his
underwhelming T20 World Cup 2021
campaign, where he remained wicketless
in three matches. His first outing in an ICC
event was one to forget, as he conceded 33
runs in four overs against Pakistan, who
thrashed India by 10 wickets to register
their first-ever World Cup victory over
them.Following that disappointing
performance in Dubai, the Kolkata Knight

Riders spinner was overlooked for India
selection for nearly three
years.However, Chakravarthy is back in
the mix and is looking more dangerous
than ever. There is no doubt that
Chakravarthy will be licking his lips to
have a crack at the Pakistan
batters.Since his return to the Indian
team in October 2024, Chakravarthy
has been on a rapid rise in international
cricket. He has embraced his comeback
with open arms, making everyone take
notice of his wicket-taking prowess in
T20Is. Since then, he has picked up 31
wickets in 12 innings at an astonishing
average of 11.25 and an economy rate of
7.18, with two five-wicket hauls to his
name.Most recently, he was named Player
of the Series in the five-match T201 series
against England, where he scalped 14
wickets at an average of 9.85. Following
his stellar T20I performances,
Chakravarthy made his ODI debut in the
second match against England, returning
figures of 1/54 in ten overs.

Adyvice for Babar Azam Steve Smith

surprised by

was surprised when asked to offer a piece
of'advice to Pakistan star Babar Azam, who
has been struggling for form and fluency in

international cricket. Speaking to the press |

on the eve of Australia's Champions
Trophy opener against Ashes rivals
England, Smith was questioned about what
Babar needed to do to regain his
confidence.Smith sidestepped the query
but backed Babar to find a way through this
challenging phase in his career, adding that

poor form.Babar Azam came up with a
lacklustre performance in front of his home
crowd in Karachi during Pakistan’s
Champions Trophy 2025 defeat to New
Zealand. Expectations were high for
Pakistan in their first ICC tournament match
at home in 29 years, but Babar’s sluggish
knock (64 off 90 deliveries) was one of the
key factors behind their 60-run loss. The
Pakistan top order, including Babar, faced
scrutiny for their lack of intent while chasing

asteep target of 321.
even the best players experience periods of Champions Trophy: Full Coverage | Points

Table

"Look, he's a quality player. He has had a

really good career so far. He's got all the time
in the world, the way he plays, he has got a
solid technique, he's got a good head on his
shoulders, so yeah, he maybe hasn't scored
as many runs as he would have liked in the
last little bit. We're all guilty of that at stages
throughout our careers, don't worry, but
yeah, look, he's a wonderful player," Smith
said.All eyes will be on Babar when Pakistan

question at press conference

face arch-rivals India in a do-or-die match
in Dubai on Sunday. Pakistan are in danger
of an early Champions Trophy exit after
their 60-run defeat to New Zealand dented
their Net Run Rate. Another loss, this time
to India, could knock them out of the eight-
team tournament.

TAMNOT GOING TOANSWER THAT'

Meanwhile, Smith fielded another quirky
question when asked to predict the semi-
finalists of the Champions Trophy.

While India and New Zealand have begun

their campaigns with victories in Group A,
South Africa dominated Afghanistan in the
opening game of Group B in Karachi on
Friday.Australia and England, both
struggling for form, will look to find early
momentum when they clash in Lahore on
Saturday."I'm not going to answer that (pick
the top four)," Smith sid."I think we have got
eight really good teams that can win on any
given day. So, I think that's what makes this
tournament really good.

New Delhi.

impactful cameos.Dhoni
reflected on how his
priorities in cricket have
evolved over the years,
stressing that his love for the
sport is what keeps him
going.When I started playing
international cricket, for me
the biggest motivation was
representing my country,” he
said."It has always been the
country for me because
coming from where I came,
not known for cricket as a
state, once I got a chance |
wanted to contribute, I
wanted to be part of a
winning team that was trying
to win each and every game,
you're trying to win the big tournaments, the
bilateral series (and) so (on)."For me, my
biggest motivation was that contribution to
make India win. Now that I've retired from
international cricket, I can't say it's the same,
but for me now, it's the love for the sport," he
added.Chennai Super Kings will begin their
IPL 2025 campaign against arch-rivals
Mumbeai Indians in Chennai on 22 March, a
day after the opening match between
Kolkata Knight Riders and Royal
Challengers Bengaluru in Kolkata.

Did you know? Pakistan have
a better record against India

in Champions Trophy

India and Pakistan are all set to
lock horns at the Dubai International Cricket
stadium on Sunday, February 23 as cricket
fans will have their eyes on the intense clash
between the arch-rivals. India started their
Champions Trophy campaign with a win,
while Pakistan were completely outplayed by
New Zealand in the tournament opener on
February 19. Shubman Gill and Mohammed
Shami were the architects of India's win,
while concerns were aplenty for defending
champions Pakistan, who were deal with a
major injury blow after their defeat.

While India looks a happy camp, Pakistan have

plenty of issues to deal with. Babar Azam's
slow knock against New Zealand was heavily
criticised while Fakhar Zaman, their
explosive opener, is out with an injury.
Pakistan's much-talked-about pace trio of
Shaheen Afridi, Haris Rauf and Naseem Shah
faltered on the big day in front of their home
crowd in Lahore.But on Sunday, everything
will be back to zero as India and Pakistan will

know the importance of starting afresh. The
stakes are high as India needs one more win to
more or less seal their spot in the final 4.
Pakistan need a win to keep their hopes alive
in the tournament as a defeat would mean an
early exit for the hosts.When it comes to
World Cups, India have a 8-0 lead in the ODI
format. But when it comes to the Champions
Trophy, Pakistan have a better record against
their arch-rivals.The Men In Green lead the
head-to-head stats 3-2 against India in the
mini-World Cup, with their last win being the
final of the 2017 edition. So, what happened
in the previous five meetings between both
teams in the Champions TrophyThis was the
first meeting both teams in the Champions
Trophy and it was Pakistan who won the
match in Birmingham. Asked to bat first,
India found themselves in trouble at 106 for 6
in the 34th over. Rahul Dravid's 67 and Ajit
Agarkar's 47 ensured India got to 200 at the
end. Pakistan's chase was off to a poor start as
Irfan Pathan rattled them with 3 wickets
before Inzamam-ul-Haq and Mohammad
Yousuf's unbeaten 81 not out was enough to
help get the win.

Chasing targets difficult in Champions
Trophy Centurion Ryan Rickleton explains

w-S0uth Africa hammered Afghanistan
by 107 runs to win their first match
of the Champions Trophy. Chasing a
target of 216, Afghanistan folded for
208 runs. After the match, Ryan
Rickleton explained why it was
difficult to chase targets in the
tournament.

New Delhi. Young Ryan Rickleton scored a

terrific century in his maiden outing at the
Champions Trophy on Friday, February 21.
Rickleton's century helped South Africa post
a daunting total of 315 runs, which they later
defended with ease.Playing at the Karachi

South Africa’s pacers dominated with the
ball under the lights in Karachi. Kagiso
Rabada, Wiaan Mulder, Lungi Ngidi, and
Marco Jansen were all among the wickets,
handing an epic thrashing to the Dark Horses
of the tournament.While chasing a target
under the lights is usually preferable, the
lack of dew this season in Pakistan and
Dubai has made life really difficult for
batters in the second innings. Afghanistan’s
loss while chasing was not an isolated
incident in this Champions Trophy. In fact,
two out of the three teams have lost while
chasing a target in this tournament. India is
the only team to win their match while
chasing, but they did so with a fair amount of
difficulty. If it weren’t for Shubman Gill’s
sensational hundred, India’s chase of 229
runs against Bangladesh would have been in
trouble

Stadium, South Africa bowled out Champions Trophy 2025: Full Coverage
Afghanistan for just 208 runs in 43.3 overs. Young South Afican batter Ryan Rickleton

weighed in on the matter, stating that under
the lights, the Karachi wicket became a little
bit ‘tacky.” The centurion explained that the
variable bounce and the fact that the ball
spun more in the second innings put batters
in trouble during the chase.Rickleton added
that he spoke to New Zealand players before
the match, who told him about the unique
nature of the wickets this season.

"I heard all about the wacker clay or
something like that—it looked a lot harder
and drier. It wasn’t the same wicket as the
one we had the practice game on, so it was a
bit different for us. But throughout the
game, | thought the wicket was quite quick.
As Matt was getting it through, and
obviously we have some quick bowlers in
our team—KG and Marco could really push
it through, even Wiaan was getting it
through nicely too. So, I think the wicket
had pace in it, no doubt about it, but I think
the variability in the bounce is what made it
quite challenging for both teams. I think we
just had the extra yard, the extra height to
extract maybe a little bit more out of it,"
Ryan Rickleton said."Having chatted to the
New Zealanders yesterday about the
wickets, they said that when the dew didn’t
set in, it actually got a little bit tacky under
lights. Probably the same today, it spun a
little bit more as well. And that’s, I guess,
why the decision to bat first was made," he
added.
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Dhanashree
Verma

Was 'Shocked' After Yuzvendra %=
Chahal's Marriage Proposal: [~
'Unhone Chakka Maar Diya* S

Indian cricketer Yuzvendra Chahal and choreographer-

influencer Dhanashree Verma have reportedly
finalized their divorce, ending their marriage of over
four years. They first met virtually during Covid
lockdown, when Chahal was taking dance lessons from
Dhanashree. Last year, during her appearance on the
dance reality show Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa 11, Dhanashree had
opened up about Yuzvendra Chahal’s marriage proposal. She

revealed that after two months of dance training, he suddenly Y
proposed to her, and it left her shocked. w v\
On Jhalak Dilkhhla Jaa 11 last year, Dhanashree Verma said, “During the -

lockdown no matches were happening and all the cricketers were sifting at
home and getting frustrated, During that time Yuzi decided one fine day that he
wants to learn dance. He had seen my dance videos on social media and back in the
day. | used to teach dance and
he approached me to be my
student. 1 agreed to teach him.
It was a very professional
student-teacher relationship, I
want to make it very clear."
She further added that he took
two months training from her,
during which she made him a
good dancer.
“Suddenly after two months he
directly proposed to me for
marriage. Woh batting karte
bhi nahi but unhone chakka
maar diya direct." She revealed
that she was ‘shocked’ and that
she told her mom about it.
Revealing her mom’s reaction,
Dhanashree said, “The first
thing she said was, “Gaya tera
student". 1 was a very
professional teacher."
Yuzvendra and Dhanashree got
married in a Hindu ceremony in
December 2020.
Chahal and Dhanashree have reportedly finalized their divorce, and have completed
the legal proceedings at Bandra Family Court on Thursday. Reportedly, they were
living separately for the past 18 months. Amidst the reports of their divorce being
finalised, both Chahal and Dhanashree have shared cryptic posts on their respective
[nstagram accounts.
“God has protected me more times than I can count. So [ can only imagine the times
I’ve been rescued that [ don’t even know about. Thank you, God, for always being
there, even when I don’t know it. Amen," read a post shared by Chahal.
Meanwhile, Dhanashree wrote, “From Stressed To Blessed. Isn’t it amazing how God
can turn our worries and trials into blessings? If you’re stressing about something
today, know that you have a choice. You can either keep worrying, or you can
surrender it all to God and choose to pray about everything. There is power in having
faith that God can work all things together for your good."

Kaveri Kapur, who debuted in Bobby Aur

'l Was Happy'

Rishi Ki Love Story, revealed her parents'

divorce, Shekhar Kapur and Suchitra

Krishnamoorthi, affected her mental health.

Raver1 fapur

Makes Rare Comment On Parents Shekhar Kapur,
Suchitra Krishnamoorthi's Divorce

averi Kapur recently made her acting debut with Bobby Aur

Rishi Ki Love Story. Amid the film’s mixed reviews, she opened

p about her parents, celebrated filmmaker Shekhar Kapur and

actor-singer Suchitra Krishnamoorthi’s divorce. In a rare revelation,

Kaveri mentioned that though she was happy when they parted ways, it
took a toll on hermental health while growing up.

“It wasn’t the separation that affected me as much as the relationship

itself. I was happy when they got divorced. But yes, it took a toll,

especially because it was so public. You get exposed to things a child

wouldn’t normally have to deal with. I have
struggled with my mental health as an adult
because of'it," Kaveri told The Times of India.

She added that she probably hasn’t found her

ground yet. “I still struggle with my mental
health—it’s a process. | have OCD and I'm still
healing. But I'm happy and grateful, and I know
it takes time," added Kaveri.

Shekhar Kapur married Suchitra Krishnamoorthi

in 1999 when she was just 22. The two
welcomed Kaveri in 2001. However, the couple
parted ways in 2007 i.e. after 12 years of
marriage.

Kaveri, in the same interview, revealed who she is

closer to, her mother or father. The debutante
said, “Both, but in different ways. My dad is like
my best friend—we talk about relationships and
philosophy. My mom and I have a classic
mother-daughter dynamic—she’s my fierce
protector and takes care of me. | turn to either
one depending on the situation."

Meanwhile, Shekhar Kapur recently received the

Padma Bhushan award. He is a celebrated
filmmaker, known for directing films like
Masoom, Bandit Queen, Mr India, and a few
international projects. He is currently working
on the sequel of Masoom, which also stars
Kaveri inakeyrole.

Salman Khan And Atlee's Film

Put On Hold, Production House
Asks Director To 'Rework'

L]

or a long time now, Salman Khan’s
upcoming collaboration with Atlee has
been making headlines. While not many
details about the project are known as of now, it
was recently reported that the South superstar
Rajinikanth might also be a part of the show.
However, in a shocking turn of events, it has
EUI\H been reported that the film has been put on
old.

As reported by Bollywood Hungama, Salman
and Atlee’s next has been put on hold due to
casting issues. Reportedly, the production
house — Sun Pictures, asked Atlee to rework the
project after he failed to get Rajinikanth or
[Camal Haasan on board.

“When Kamal Haasan and Rajinikanth casting
didn’t work out, Atlee was looking to cast Will
Smith in the film. Salman helped Atlee connect
to Will Smith and the conversations were
proceeding on a very positive side. But in a
shocking turn of events, Sun Pictures
demanded the presence of a South Superstar in
the film alongside Salman," a source cited by
the entertainment portal claimed.

“When Rajinikanth and Kamal Haasan
conversation fell through, Sun Pictures didn’t
want to associate themselves with an
International Film devoid of South stars. That’s
when they told Atlee to hold on to the things and
rework." the insider added.

However, it should be noted that the project has
not been called off yet and Salman Khan is
trying to resolve the issue. “Atlee and Salman
continue to be in talks and are trying to resolve
all the issues with Sun Pictures. Both the
powerhouses want to collaborate and do this
film, as it’s a dream they want to bring to life.
We will get a clear picture of the scenario of A6
with Salman by the end of March," the source
said. However, it should be noted that there is
no official word from the makers’ side as of
now regarding the project being put on hold.
News18 Showsha can also not vouch for the
authenticity of the report.

‘Role Reversal’: Kanwaljit
Singh Serves Food To His
‘Beta’ In Latest Video To
Promote Mrs

| -l X

eteran actor Kanwaljit Singh has been

making all the right noises for his role in

the social drama Mrs. He played the role
of a heartless father-in-law to Sanya
Malhotra’s Richa in the film. Now, in a recent
video, the actor indulged in a role reversal and
the Internet seemed happy about it.

In the clip, Kanwaljit Singh can be seen
preparing food for a woman and serving it to
her. While the identity of the woman is not
known, he addresses her as *beta’, the same as
what he called Richa in Mrs. He says in the
video, “Beta maine aapki mummy ki recipe pe
banaya hai aaj (I've prepared your mother in
law’s recipe)". As he serves the food to the
woman, he expectantly asks, “Kesa bana hai?"
The woman replies “Namak kam hai" with a
straight face, similar to the snooty men in the
movie. Kanwaljit then resigns to the kitchen
with disappointment, just like Richa. Next, the
woman says, “Chai bana dena.”

Sharing the video, Kanwaljit Singh wrote,
“Mister, #MrsonZee5"

Social media users were won over by the
hilarious take in the video. The clip has
received hundreds of comment. Reacting to
the video, a user wrote, “On behalf of the
whole women community, ab pata chala?"
Another said, “Loved this role reversal, ab
zara chutney bhi bana dijiye." Hilarious
reactions continued with a user saying,
“Change of heart for rude father-in-law,
incredible." Many users also appreciated the
actor’s performance and comeback in Mrs.
One of them said, “The great actor is back on
screen and how."After receiving praise at
several international film festivals, Mrs
released on ZeeS on February 7. The film
broke records after becoming the most
searched film on Google and receiving the
highest opening ever on the platform. Directed
by Arati Kadav, the film tells the story ofhow a
young woman finds her voice muted in a
patriarchal household post-marriage and her
eventual journey to freedom. Apart from
Sanya Malhotra and Kanwaljit Singh, the film
stars Nishant Dahiya and Loveleen Mishra in
key roles.
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