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In the shadow of my
mother’s posthumous glory

Remember, like it was yesterday, when Karan Johar
was inexorably fixated on Alia Bhatt this, Alia
Bhatt that, Alia Bhatt every two words I spout. The
diminutive, baby-faced mascot of cute emojis had
to sit the pouty gentleman down, and said: “You
are not my mother! STFU.”

Freud has said: Ifit’s not one thing, it’s your mother.

Ever since | wrote my mother’s memoir, on her life
as a tawaif before and after me, the title of which |
find too long to type and refer in its abbreviated
form as ‘TLC’ (Tender Loving Care), I have been
talking nonstop about her. [ wish to wash my hands
of her. As timelines refresh, I look forward to when
I do not have to mention her name, except when |
am paid to reflect, like this gig. My ears may
voluntarily turn deaf any moment now hearing my
own nasal voice howl a thumri about her
khooobsurti, hunar, adab, shokhi, adaa, saadgi and
her unparalled akal-mandi arriving by the
accidental criss-crossing of her gardish ke sitare.

My mother has been dead for two years. Grieving
isn’t a daily ritual like a prayer when prayer itself
isn’t a habit [ wear like an undershirt. I want to
move on to the next story. I want to tell my own
story. It may not be as raw, brave, courageous
(same as brave), poignant and inspiring as hers, as
reviewed and reported in the media. That has made
me jealous, unapproving of her posthumous glory.
In sync with the vainglorious times we inhabit,
let’s move on to the next chapter: Me, me, me.

My mother had a rough, tumultuous life, and thereof
she then had the smarts to make my life velvety
and painless. Even privileged, I would say. Not
entitled, which is debatably a bulwark of lineage,
but privileged, sure: in my case, elite boarding
school education, a sheltered childhood and a
healthy dose of pep talk: “Bade naazon se paala hai
tujhe maine,” she said, “kisi baat ki kami nahi
honay di hai.” You can almost hear a taraqqii-
pasand sher, a ghazal, a melody in her tender voice.
Yes, | know, [ should not be making fun of her. But
here’s the thing: she would dil khol ke welcome it.
Part of surviving with grit is the ability to make
light of it. Humour alleviates suffering. She
balanced it stupendously.l don’t get to complain
about having a hard life. Nonpareil to hers, mine’s
a moonwalk eclipsed by her strife. She had
improved me in her mould. I unctuously resent her
for it. She gets all the smoky, sultry, messy,
masaledar Seventies disco and bang-bang drama.
Mine is lyrically Nineties’ post-existential art
house as watching a red balloon float into the blue,
blooming sky. After a few minutes, one gets bored
of staring at something so dull and uneventful.
What else is a balloon’s fate other than fading into
the white sun? I ask myselfifthat’s all I have to do
for the rest of my life, hover in the shadow of my
mother’s brilliant, meteoric rise in death.

In the dark comedy film *Throw Momma From The
Train’, every time Danny DeVito, a wannabe
writer, sits at his typewriter to punch a story, his
irascible old mother interrupts him with an errand
that makes him lose his train of thought. He
struggles with his weird imagination to poison her
Pepsi, impale her with surgical scissors, make her
trip down a basement staircase or by blowing a
trumpet into her ear. I wish for a similar
confrontation. I imagine my dear and positively
departed mother punching my Adam’s apple and
saying: “Bas, chup kar, mujhe bolne de.” Let her
nautch ghost dance. Touche.

The first time I was on stage at a literature festival to
talk about my mother shortly after the release of
her memoir, I was convinced that the glare of the
strong light focused on us was partially blinding
me. | was shaking like a leaf, my co-panellist,
human rights activist Naseema Khatoon, informed
me later. She was raised in a brothel. She spoke
eloquently, formidably about her mother. What
she said allayed my fears of speaking on stage,
interacting with a crowd, facing a spotlight.

She said: “"Hum andheron se nikalkar ab roshni mein
hain, aur jo log ab tak roshni mein thay woh ab
andhere mein hamein sun rahe hain.” (We emerge
from the darkness into light, and those who were in
the light now heed us in the dark).Her encouraging
words lit my tail. From then on, it became ‘todo
sobre mi madre’ (all about my mother). I amable to
re-direct the focus light on to my mother. When
words fail me, I say: Just read the damn book!

I am, however, unequivocally abstemious of well-
intentioned compliments from readers.

—_—

Come April and I cannot wait to get back to

Changing colours amid the bloom

Policymakers should not repeat the mistakes of unsustainable tourism models in rural areas like Purani Koti

my tiny village in the mountains after a
seven-month, soul-destroying hiatus in the
wasteland that is Delhi. Purani Koti (PK) is
16 km from the concretised and car-
swamped purgatory of Shimla. I have built
a cottage there and have tried to atone for
my large bureaucratic footprint of 35 years
by planting, over the years, about 200 trees
on my land, of which 180 or so have
survived, a much better rate than that of the
forest department! They include oak,
deodar, chinar and horse chestnut; the most
prolific, however, are the weeping
willows, which belie their name by looking
luxuriantly happy for most of the year.

like to be there by March-end and
personally experience how man, animal
and nature all welcome the arrival of
spring. During the four months of winter
when we can receive as much as 2 feet of
snow, PK goes into hibernation. Most
outside activities cease, construction of
houses and hotels is thankfully suspended,
all birdlife, except the tiny tits and bulbuls, ".
disappears. All “outsiders”, including X
“domiciled” ones like me, head back to the
metros, leaving to Geetika the onus of
keeping our flag flying in these freezing
times!Geetika has so fallen in love with
this place that she braves it out through
much of the winter with her three
labradors. She runs a charming homestay,
but I have a sneaking feeling that that is just
an excuse to stay away from Gurgaon! How can one
blame her?

The willows and wild rhododendrons are the first to start

leafing and flowering, followed by the rock begonias,
hydrangeas, geraniums and nasturtiums: my garden
explodes with a new colour every day. The roses. as befits
their exalted status, make me wait another month before
flashing their blood-red visiting cards. Among the fruit
trees, the apricot blossoms stain the landscape a soft pink
by the end of March; a few weeks later, the apple and
‘nashpati’ flowers, too, will add their lilac and white hues
to nature’s palette.On cue, the butterflies, bees and
bumblebees miraculously reappear, though sadly not in
the numbers of 15 years ago when [ first arrived here.
They flit frantically from flower to flower as if renewing
friendships of the previous year. There used to be
dragonflies earlier but they have now gone.The tiny
songbirds, barbets and Himalayan magpies, with their
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extravagant tails, will be here soon, followed by the
incredibly green parrots whose non-stop chattering is the
avian equivalent of our social media. The elusive jungle
fowl and khaleej pheasant can be spotted again at dawn
and dusk in our dense forests of deodar, blue pine and
oak, furiously rummaging around in the leaf litter as if
looking for something left behind in the summer.

After seven months of living in a neon-reflecting grey

shroud, I can see the sun and the stars again, greeting the
morning orb with a prayer and wonder in my heart: is this
the same sun that one dreads in Delhi? The night sky is
like a star-sequinned bosom pressing down on my
upturned face — silent, comforting and all-embracing.
The only occasional sound is that of a jackal complaining
plaintively of his lot in life or the learned hoot of a barn
owl. It’s Eden without the serpent.The whole village
comes to life again: kids in smart new uniforms hop their
way to school, labourers from Nepal and Bihar return to
jobs in construction and orchards, even the PWD

The Hathras stampede of July 2, 2024, which
claimed 121 lives, stands as yet another grim
reminder of administrative negligence, lack of
planning and the perils of unregulated mass
gatherings. The judicial inquiry report, tabled in
the Uttar Pradesh Assembly on Wednesday,
exposes glaring lapses in crowd management,
haphazard permissions and a troubling abdication
of responsibility by the authorities. The most
damning revelation is the mechanical approval of
the event. The permission process, completed ina
day without any site inspection, recks of
bureaucratic complacency. The organisers
estimated 80,000 attendees, yet over 2.5 lakh
devotees swarmed the venue. Despite this, no
proactive crowd control measures were in place.
Water tankers stationed near a muddy highway
created a treacherous ground and sevadars —
rather than trained personnel — were tasked with
managing the crowd.The report also hints at a

Hathras stampede

Trump-Putin-Mod: summit is doable

conspiracy angle. suggesting attempts to misdirect the
probe through suspicious affidavits and misleading

workers survey the potholes while smoking
beedis wondering whether it’s worth the
effort of filling them up. (It’s not!). The
farmers are back in their now sun-drenched
fields, sowing the potatoes, peas and
cauliflowers that will see them through the
year; the orchardists complete the last of the
sprays on apple trees, praying to Shali Mata,
the local deity, to spare them the hailstorms
that can wipe out a year’s earnings in a matter
of minutes.

But the rhythms of Eden are changing. Spring
arrives a few days early every year, confusing
the plants, birds and insects. Villagers are
shifting from vegetables to stone fruits and
spur variety of apples: these involve less
labour, recurring costs and risks; the returns
are also higher. There is less water for
irrigation each year: vegetables require
regular watering, fruit trees do not. The
whole economy of the village is changing,
which by itself is not a bad thing, for
everything must adapt to survive.There is,
however, one major discordant note: the
unwelcome conversion of rich, productive
agriculture lands into plots for building of
ugly “villas”, hotels and holiday homes for
well-heeled outsiders looking for second and
third homes. They contribute little to the rural
economy: they rarely spend more than a
couple of weeks a year in them. But they
despoil the green environment, strain the
limited infrastructure of power, water, roads;
dump their garbage and plastics in the forests

and foul the little streams. Fruit trees are felled and whole
orchards razed to make way for these pestilential
structures. Grazing fields have been built over, to the
point where villagers have stopped rearing cattle because
there is no grazing available. So, now, milk, butter, ghee
and even manure are brought in from outside in plastic
bags.

The policymakers have devastated the towns in their quest

for quick bucks from a tourism model that is
unsustainable; they should not repeat this mistake in rural
areas like Purani Koti. Promote only homestays and
B+Bs: these do not involve diversion of precious farm
land or orchards, do not strain infrastructure yet provide
profitable livelihood options for the villagers.

This is, of course, wishful thinking; it will not happen in my

lifetime. [ don’t think my little Eden will retain its natural
splendour much longer. I only hope that I"ve shuffled off
this mortal coil when the serpents take over.

narratives. Yet, in its reluctance to directly
indict Bhole Baba, the panel leaves room for
ambiguity. The absence of his name from the
FIR and charge-sheet raises uncomfortable
questions — does faith shield individuals from
accountability? The recommendations,
including mandatory videography, stricter
permission protocols and the use of drones for
crowd-monitoring, are welcome. But the real
challenge lies in ensuring their implementation.
In a country where religious gatherings at times
morph into stampedes (Maha Kumbh being the
latest), will this tragedy serve as a wake-up call
or merely be buried under bureaucratic
inertia?The Hathras disaster wasn’t an
accident; it was an avoidable catastrophe.
Holding mid-level officials accountable while
letting powerful organisers off the hook cannot
be the takeaway. The state must move beyond
damage control and enforce real, systemic reforms.

THE GREAT GAME: Can the PM, whose foreign policy dexterity must be applauded, take a leaf out of Virat's book?

The blow-up between Donald Trump and Volodymyr
Zelenskky a week ago is already a thing of the past. The
world changed that Oval Office morning and the world
saw the raw exercise of power. If Europe — and the
Ukrainians — fulminated about the lack of grace and
courtesy in the exercise of that power, perhaps they’re
right. But they also know that it’s not easy to make
omelettes if you can’t break a few eggs.

What is amusing is that the Europeans and Britain are this
shocked. The British and the French, both Security
Council permanent veto powers — as well as all those
other nations on the Continent trying desperately to
assert themselves on the world stage — have kowtowed
to the Americans at least since the end of the Second
World War, riding piggyback on the strength of the
American dollar.Europe’s worst-kept secret is the barely
hidden contempt the Europeans have for the ugly
American — except they want their money. The most
overpriced baguettes the other side of Suez are
manufactured by Parisians in the summer — when Paris
empties itself in anticipation of the hordes of American
tourists descending upon the French capital, all looking
for one or another version of A Moveable Feast a la
Hemingway.The thing about Trum & Co — JD Vance,
Elon Musk and the lot — is that they have no time for
what well-known journalist Shekhar Gupta calls
“tanpura-setting.” Meaning, all the frills and the fuss that
Europe loves so much, couched in words like “egalite”
and “liberte” and even “fraternite” — although you
should, dear Reader, check out France’s not-long-ago
record in North Africa, especially Algeria, where even
the White French were dismissively known as “pied
noir” or “black feet,” because they weren’t white enough
for Mainland French — is all so soul-stirring and
uplifting because at the end of the day they know that the
bill will be picked up by the Americans across the
pond.Well, Trump & Vance just announced that the time

for all this “tanpura-setting™ is over. Or, you can continue
to set your tanpura, but not on our time or our cheque
book. So Ukraine is welcome to fight till the last
Ukrainian, but not on American money. At least
Afghanistan taught the US & Europe one thing —
fighting someone else’s war doesn’t mean your boys
should die for it. Perhaps that’s why they loosened their
purse strings, to assuage their guilt. The blow-up between
Donald Trump and Volodymyr Zelenskky a week ago is
already a thing of the past. The world changed that Oval

Office morning and the world saw the raw exercise of
power. If Europe — and the Ukrainians — fulminated
about the lack of grace and courtesy in the exercise of that
power, perhaps they’re right. But they also know that it’s
noteasy to make omelettes if you can’t break a few eggs.

What is amusing is that the Europeans and Britain are this

shocked. The British and the French, both Security
Council permanent veto powers — as well as all those
other nations on the Continent trying desperately to
assert themselves on the world stage — have kowtowed

to the Americans at least since the end of the Second
World War, riding piggyback on the strength of the
American dollar.

Europe’s worst-kept secret is the barely hidden contempt
the Europeans have for the ugly American — except they
want their money. The most overpriced baguettes the
other side of Suez are manufactured by Parisians in the
summer — when Paris empties itself in anticipation of
the hordes of American tourists descending upon the
French capital, all looking for one or another version of A
Moveable Feasta la Hemingway.

The thing about Trump & Co — JD Vance, Elon Musk and
the lot — is that they have no time for what well-known
journalist Shekhar Gupta calls “tanpura-setting.”
Meaning, all the frills and the fuss that Europe loves so
much, couched in words like “egalite” and “liberte” and
even “fraternite” — although you should, dear Reader,
check out France’s not-long-ago record in North Africa,
especially Algeria, where even the White French were
dismissively known as “pied noir” or “black feet,”
because they weren’t white enough for Mainland French
— is all so soul-stirring and uplifting because at the end
of the day they know that the bill will be picked up by the
Americans across the pond.Well, Trump & Vance just
announced that the time for all this “tanpura-setting” is
over. Or, you can continue to set your tanpura, but not on
our time or our cheque book. So Ukraine is welcome to
fight till the last Ukrainian, but not on American money.
At least Afghanistan taught the US & Europe one thing
— fighting someone else’s war doesn’t mean your boys
should die for it. Perhaps that’s why they loosened their
purse strings, to assuage their guilt.Virat Kohli, about
whom the PM admirably tweets and often, showed the
way some days ago when he bent over to tie the shoe-
laces of the Pakistani batsman he was playing against —
a calm confidence about himself, his game and his place
in the world.
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Stock market bounces back,
but will the relief rally last

New Delhi. The domestic stock market continued its
positive run for the third straight session after a
prolonged period of correction. The S&P BSE
Sensex gained nearly 400 points in early trade, while
the NSE Nifty50 also rose sharply.At around 11:42
am, the Sensex was up 297.11 points higher to
74,629.69 and the Nifty was trading 79.40 points
higher at 22,631.90. All the other broader market
indices were mixed.Overall, the situation on Dalal
Street looks much better than how it appeared at the
beginning of last week. Does this mean investors can
take it easy now? Unfortunately, experts are not too
optimistic about the ongoing recovery rally.The
Nifty’s strong run last week was backed by slowing
FII selling, but analysts say the rally may not have
much steam left.

Dr. V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services, pointed out that “market
momentum witnessed last week is unlikely to
continue beyond a point since the element of
uncertainty is high.”One major concern is the
possibility of reciprocal tariffs on India starting in
April. There’s no clear picture yet on which sectors
will take the hit, keeping traders on edge.

Vijayakumar advised investors to focus on domestic
consumption stocks, saying, “Export-oriented
segments like IT and pharma will be volatile
responding to news flows surrounding US actions.”

Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP (Research) at Mehta
Equities, also flagged caution, noting that despite
some positive signals from the US Fed, concerns
around Trump’s tariff policies are keeping investors
nervous. FIIs have already pulled out a massive Rs
4.13 lakh crore this fiscal year.On the technical side,
Anand James, Chief Market Strategist at Geojit, sees
some danger signs. “The shooting star candlestick
formation on Friday points to indecision or a
potential down move,” he said.

Explained: Why Indusind
Bank shares fell over 5% in
early trade

New Delhi Indusind Bank shares took a hit on
Monday, dropping over 5% in early trade on the
Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).The stock fell 5.4%
to a day's low of Rs 886.4 on the Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE) in early trade. At around 10:20 am,
shares of the company were trading 3.13% lower at
Rs907.45.

The sell-off came after the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) decided to give CEO Sumant Kathpalia just a
one-year extension instead of the three-year term
the board had wanted.It may be noted that this isn’t
the first time RBI has cut short his tenurelast time
too, the regulator didn’t approve a full
term.Investors weren’t happy, and the stock has
been on a rough ride. In the past year, it’s down
nearly 42%. In the last six months, it is down over
36%, and 8% in the past five trading sessions.

Brokerages see trouble ahead. Emkay Global slashed
its target price from Rs 1,400 to Rs 1,125, though it
still kept a ‘buy’ rating. It warned that the RBI’s
move could lead to instability at the top and shake up
the bank’s strategy.Even after the cut, the new target
still means a possible 27% upside.

Nuavama, on the other hand, was much more
pessimistic. It pointed to weak microfinance
conditions, poor earnings visibility, and the risk of
an outsider taking over as CEO. It expects the stock
to stay under pressure.Kathpalia has been at the
helm for five years, steering the bank’s stock from
Rs 398 to Rs 936 before this latest drop. But
concerns over bad loans in the microfinance
segment and leadership uncertainty have rattled
investors.The RBI usually gives bank CEOs a three-
year term, so its decision raises eyebrows. Many see
it as a sign the regulator isn’t fully convinced about
the bank’s leadership.

Tame volatility for creating
wealth

New Delhi. Investing in a volatile market can feel like
navigating a storm, but with the right strategies, you
can manage risks and even find opportunities.
There’s a Tamil saying ‘you can’t wait for the tides to
stop if you want a dip in the ocean’Here’s a practical
breakdown based on timeless principles and current
market dynamics!

1. Understand and accept volatility

Volatility means rapid price swings—up and down. It’s
driven by uncertainty, economic shifts, geopolitical
events, or market sentiment. Right now, markets
might be reacting to inflation concerns, interest rate
changes, or tech sector disruptions, geo-politics, etc.
Knowing why the market’s jittery helps you stay
calm and strategic. However, trying to specifically
find out which factor impacts how much is a total
waste of time.

2. Diversify your portfolio

Don’t put all your eggs in one basket. Spread
investments across:

 Stocks: Mix stable large cap, mid-cap, small-cap
mutual funds.e Debt mutual funds — less risky than
bonds.e Commodities: Gold, silver — again mutual
funds not the commaodity directly.

* Cash: Keep some liquidity to scoop up bargains when
prices drop.

* REITS —a small way of participating in the expensive
retail market.A volatile market punishes over-
concentration, so diversification is your shield.

3. Focus on qualitylnvest in companies with:

« Strong balance sheets (low debt, high cash reserves).

* Consistent earnings, even in downturns.

» Competitive advantages e.g.,brand loyalty, patents).

4. Rupee-cost averaginglnstead of timing the market,
invest a fixed amount regularly. When prices dip, you
buy more units; when they rise, you buy fewer. Over
time, this smooths out the rollercoaster and reduces
emotional stress.5. Look for opportunitiesVolatility
creates mispricing. Oversold stocks or sectors (e.g.,
energy during a dip or biotech after a panic sell-off)
can be bargains if you’ve done your homework.
Research fundamentals—don’t just chase hype.

7. Stay long-termShort-term volatility is noise. If your
horizon is 5+ years, temporary drops matter less.
Historically, markets recover and grow—think
Sensex’sresilience since 1979.

8. Manage emotions

Fear and greed spike in volatile times. Stick to a plan.
Avoid panic-selling at lows or FOMO-buying at
peaks. Data backs this: emotional investors
underperform disciplined ones by 2-4% annually.

Why surging household wealth is good news

The latest data published in

the National Stock Exchange

monthly bulletin reveals that

individuals account for 9.8%

of the market directly and

18.2% when their mutual fund

share is added.

e ——

New Delhi.Individual investors are the
largest group in the stock market after

promoters. The latest data published in the
National Stock Exchange monthly
bulletin reveals that individuals account
for 9.8% of the market directly and 18.2%
when their mutual fund share is added.
“Individuals thus own more of the Indian
markets than FPIs—the first time since

2006,” the bulletin states.

Thatis good news for the depth of the Indian
capital markets, which can stay relatively
calmeven if foreigners continue to exit.

The other interesting factor is about the

Zomato transforms into Eternal Ltd as it
expands beyond food delivery

New Delhi. Zomato Ltd has officially
received shareholder approval to
change its corporate name to Eternal
Ltd, marking a significant step in the
company's bid to diversify its quick
commerce operations. The food-tech
giant confirmed the decision in a filing
with the stock exchanges. However,
the change only applies to the
corporate entity and not to the Zomato
brand or app. The company reassured
users that its food delivery service
would continue under the same well-
known name. Shareholders approve
name change and document
modifications In addition to the name
change, shareholders also approved
amendments to Zomato’s
Memorandum of Association (MoA)
and Articles of Association (AoA).
These legal documents will now
reflect the new corporate identity.The
approval came through a postal ballot,
as stated in the company’s official
communication dated February 6 and
February 7. The scrutiniser’s report
detailing the voting outcome was
published on March 9. A strategic shift
for the company This rebranding move
also aligns with Zomato’s long-term
vision as it expands beyond food

Al development risks hias due to
underrepresentation of women: Microsoft

New Delhi.The underrepresentation of

women in the field of artificial
intelligence (AI) poses a significant
risk of perpetuating the prevailing
societal biases into future technologies,
according to a top Microsoft executive.

Himani Agrawal, Chief Partner Officer,

Microsoft India and South Asia,
believes that inclusion is a shared
responsibility and if Al continues to be
shaped without diverse perspectives,
the biases of today risk becoming
hardwired into the technology of
tomorrow."This isn't just a number's
problem; it's about the future we're
building. If Al is shaping the world,
then the people shaping Al need to
reflect the world's diversity. Otherwise,
the biases of today risk becoming
hardwired into the technology of

household wealth. It has increased

rapidly and can significantly affect The stock market wealth combined with the
gold held by the households makes India’s
consumers a potent force. Analysts
believe the value of gold Indian

India’s future stock market wealth and
consumption. It is now estimated at Rs
79.6 lakh crore, growing at an average
10-year rate of 21.3%. It is just under
$1 trillion, which is way higher than
$500bn worth of Indian equities
owned by foreign portfolio investors.
Predicting human behaviour is like
predicting the rains. Despite a lot of
data and information, it is hard to
determine future actions. Factors
beyond the standard data now affect
the weather and us. Stock market
trends are hard to predict, too. You
need knowledge and an understanding
of how you react to situations to manage &8
your money.The NSE publishes a

could be a helpful habit while investing.

goals. That is excellent news for the
Indian economy if some portion of the
stock market household wealth is used for
spending. For India to grow faster,
domestic consumers must spend more on
lifestyle products. It would be even
better if such products were
manufactured in India.
What does it mean
- If you are a long-term investor in India,
there is no reason to panic. While share
prices have been hammered over the
past few months, it offers an
opportunity for Indian investors to enter
the market or add more quality
companies to their portfolios.The
analysis of corporate profits in the NSE
bulletin also predicts weaker profit
growth for companies in 2025-26.

monthly bulletin with information that is
easy to understand. Similar bulletins are
published by the Reserve Bank of India,
the Securities and Exchange Board of
India and the Bombay Stock Exchange.
To get a sense of financial trends, you
must try to read these once a month. You
may learn something new. Things you feel
are tough to understand; you can ignore
them if you do not have anyone to help Hoyseholds can also use that money to
make sense of them. However, getting
into a habit of figuring out future trends

delivery. Over the years, the company
has diversified into various ventures,
including Blinkit, Hyperpure, and
District, reinforcing its broader tech-

driven ambitions.On February 6,
Zomato’s board of directors approved
the corporate name change, pending
regulatory approvals. This marks a
new phase of growth as the company
strengthens its position across multiple
sectors.New corporate website and
stock ticker As part of this transition,
Zomato will update its corporate
website from zomato.com to
eternal.com. Additionally, its stock
ticker will change from ZOMATO to
ETERNAL, aligning with the
company’s evolving brand identity.
CEO Deepinder Goyal explains the
move Zomato’s CEO, Deepinder

tomorrow. "That's why we need to start
early -- sparking curiosity in young
girls, strengthening mentorship
networks, and ensuring women have
the skills and leadership opportunities
to drive Al forward," Agrawal said in a
conversation with PTI.

This holistic approach is crucial to

address the "leaky pipeline", where
entering the workforce and staying
there can feel like an uphill task for
many women, she added.This concern
is particularly relevant as Al
increasingly shapes various aspects of
life, from healthcare and finance to
education and employment. An Al
trained primarily on data reflecting
existing societal imbalances could
perpetuate those very imbalances,
creating a feedback loop of bias.

households hold is well over $1 trillion.
The households that control that stock
market wealth would use it to buy real
estate or other assets. They may continue
to buy more stocks as new initial public ~ valuation of Indian shares will soon
offerings hit the market over the next few  become attractive for all investors.

years. It is a unique opportunity for For those not into direct investing, index or
businesses to list in India and raise the  exchange-traded funds offer a good way
money needed to fuel growth. to gain exposure to equity assets. There is
a tendency to cut exposure to systematic
investment plans and mutual funds when
share prices fall.

However, many companies expect urban
consumption to increase in the second
half of 2025-26 and do even better a year
later. If share prices continue to fall, the

spend on luxury, foreign or domestic
holidays, weddings, or other key life

EPFO announces new rules
for EDLI Scheme: 3 key death
benefits updates

New Delhi. The Employees' Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO), in its 237th meeting f the
Central Board of Trustees (CBT), announced
important changes to the Employees' Deposit
Linked Insurance (EDLI) scheme.These updates
aim to provide strengthened financial support for
the families of employees who pass away while in
service.

WHAT IS EDLI?

The EDLI scheme is part of the Employees'
Provident Fund (EPF) and acts as a social security
benefit. It offers financial assistance to the
dependents of an EPF member in the event of the
untimely death of the EPF member while still
employed.Minimum insurance benefit: As per the
announcement, if an employee dies within their
first year of service, their family will receive a
minimum insurance amount of Rs 50,000.

“A minimum life insurance benefit of Rs. 50,000
will be provided in cases where an EPF member

Goyal, provided insights into the name
change in a letter to shareholders. He
revealed that after acquiring Blinkit,
the company internally started using
“Eternal” to distinguish between the
corporate entity and the Blinkit
brand. “The complete criteria for
who qualifies for access will be
determined at a later stage,” Goyal
stated, emphasising that this
strategic move reflects the
company’s expanding ambitions.
What’s next for Zomato (now
Eternal Ltd)? The rebranding is
expected to strengthen Zomato’s
market presence and signal its
commitment to long-term growth.
With a focus on innovation and
diversification, the company aims to
maintain its leadership in the
competitive food-tech and e-
commerce ecosystem. While the name
on legal documents changes, Zomato’s
app, service, and brand identity remain
unchanged, ensuring a seamless
experience for users and partners.
Zomato shares were down 1.18 per
centat Rs214.25 apiece at 11:40 am on
Monday, March 10. The stock has
declined 22.01 per cent, so far, in
calendar year 2025.
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dies without completing one year of continuous
service. This amendment is expected to result in
higher benefits for more than 5,000 cases of
deaths in service, every year,” stated EPFO in its
press release.Benefits even after a non-
contributory period: Earlier, if an EPF member
had a non-contributory period (a time when they
were not making EPF contributions) before
passing away, their family could be denied the
death benefit. However, under the new rule, such
cases will now qualify for benefits.“Now, if a
member passes away within six months of their
last contribution received, the EDLI benefit will
be admissible, provided the member’s name is not
stuck off from rolls,” said EPFO.Consideration of
service continuity: Previously, even a short
employment gaplike a weekend or a
holidayduring a job switch could make families
ineligible for death benefits. Families were
denied the minimum benefit of Rs 2.5 lakh and the
maximum of Rs 7 lakh because the continuous
one-year service requirement was not met.“Under
the new modifications, a gap of up to two months
between two spells of employment will now be
considered as continuous service, ensuring
eligibility for higher quantum EDLI benefits.
This change is expected to benefit more than
1,000 cases of deaths in service, every year,”
stated EPFO.

She shared that women comprise 31.6
per cent of Microsoft's core workforce,
and the company is actively working
towards better inclusion.The need for
greater female participation is
especially critical in emerging fields
like cybersecurity, where demand is
high, but women remain
underrepresented."The real challenge
and opportunity lies in ensuring that
women don't just enter the workforce
but thrive in it. Technology has the
power to be an equaliser, offering
flexible careers, diverse roles, and
limitless possibilities. Yet, the crucial
transition from mid-level to leadership
remains a hurdle for many women.
That's where an inclusive culture
makes all the difference," Agrawal
said.

Reciprocal tariff to impact
pharma, textiles sectors most’

New Delhi. With $87.4 billion, of the $322-
billion merchandise exports in 2024,
coming from the US alone, which has
threatened to slap 25% duties on our
shipments from April 2, is our largest
trading partner with 27% of all exports. Of
this, domestic companies have shipped
goods worth $87.4 billion to the US, up
4.5% from 2023, while we imported
goods worth $41.8 billion, up 3.4% from
them, taking the bilateral trade to close to
$130 billion. But with reciprocal tariffs
getting kicked off from next month (no
word on services tariffs yet), exports face
an uncertain future.Amidst this rising
uncertainty, the Export and Import Bank
of India (Exim Bank) has held discussions
with exporters and also provided their
inputs to the commerce ministry on the
potential impact of the duty hikes on our
exports, which will be significant,
Deepali Agrawal, deputy managing
director, Exim Bank, tells TNIE’s Benn

Kochuveedan. Edited excerpts:

The US has announced 25% tariffs on our
goods exports. What is Exim Bank’s
assessment of the impact of the trade war
on our exports?A lot of work is being done
because the majority of our exports are to

2. We’ve also held discussions

have given to the ministry?

—

the US. Since the US is our largest trading
partner, it will have a significant impact.
The exact impact will depend on what the
demands are coming in from their side.
The problem is that our exports are too
concentrated in the US. We have given
our inputs to the government on the
impact of the reciprocal tariffs that the US
will be imposing on our goods from April

exporters.What are the suggestions you

can’t give you the specifics of what we
have told the government. But our view is
that we must diversify our export basket
to other markets like Latin America,
Africa, the Middle East, Southeast Asia,
where we see a lot of interest for our
goods. The point is that shifting or
diversifying our focus to other markets
should not be merely because of issues Which are the sectors that will be hit the
with the US. It should be done for the
long-term benefits so that issues in one
market should not upset our trade in the
future. As part of our outreach, we have
just opened an office in Sao Paulo, Brazil.
We already see a lot of interest being
generated from that office.What is your
assessment of the likely dumping by

capital infusion from the government
this year or next as the ministry is
pushing for $1 trillion merchandise
trade?We are well-capitalised now and
so not looking for capital infusion from
the government. In fact, for the next few
years we don’t need extra capital to fund
our business. Currently, our equity
capital is Rs 20,000 crore and the capital
adequacy ratio is 26. We have more than
enough growth capital with us.
Normally we borrow $3 billion
annually, of which 70% are from
overseas markets, mostly in dollars, and
the rest from domestic sources. But
since the pandemic our project export
finance, which is around 40% of our
assets, has been slowing. Thankfully it
has started a marginal revival. This fiscal
we’ve raised only $1 billion in debt and
there is no need for funds now. We have an
outstanding dollar debt of $3 billion
now.What is your target for exports this
fiscal and the next?Our export forecast for
this fiscal is around $446.5 billion. Of this
we have reached already $397 billion as
of January. February data is not out yet.
For the next fiscal, assessment will be
done next month.

with

China as it also fights higher US
tariffs?The biggest dumping threat will
come from Chinese steel mills, which
have already been dumping for quite
some time. The government has already
announced investigations on this.

hardest?The biggest impact will be on
pharma as our companies have the
maximum exposure to the US market
(around 43% of general medicines sold in
the US are made by our companies).
Another sector that will have a significant
impact will be textiles. Engineering goods
will also be impacted.Is the bank seeking
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Pressing need to restore dignity of Delhi assembly

NEW DELHI. Democracy blossoms if the
legislative wing is firm on its footing;
democracy flounders of the legislative
wing totters. During the discussion on the
Motion of Thanks to the address made by
the Lieutenant Governor VK Saxena,
Delhi Minister Ashish Sood had an
interesting fact to share. He pointed out
that during the past five years of the rule of
the Aam Aadmi Party in the national
capital, Delhi Assembly remained if not
non-functional, it was
dysfunctional.Sood was referring to a
data released by a research agency which
mentioned, that in the past five years just
74 sitting of Delhi assembly took place. In
these sitting deliberations were made for
just 215 hours which is just above 11
minutes per day in the past five years.
More interestingly just 180 questions
were allowed during these five years, and
which only 55 were answered on the floor
of the house.These figures indicate that
the Arvind Kejriwal government
completely demolished the sanctity of the
Vidhan Sabha. He kept the assembly floor
reserved only for verbal fusillade against
his political rivals and the government at
the Centre. This he did as the privileges of

the house protected him from inviting
any contempt from the people he
targeted. The general practise of the
functioning of the legislative houses is
that the government of the day sends a
Cabinet note to the head of the state,
President at the Centre, Governor in the
states and the Lieutenant Governor in the
case of a Union Territory like Delhi, to
summon the house to deliberate
legislative business.

The head of the state on examining the
legislative agenda permits the
summoning of the house, thereafter the
Speaker of the House manages the sittings
of the session. At the end of the session,
the cabinet again send a note to prorogue
the house. Proroguing of the house means
end of the session and not the dissolution
of the House.For the next session, again a
Cabinet note would have to be sent and
process followed. This process in a way
monitors the agenda which the
government of the day seeks to bring
before the House.

The account of legislative business reflects
on the ability of the government to initiate
new programmes and policies.Arvind
Kejriwal misused this provision to his

advantage. His government would never
recommend the prorogation of the house.
This allowed his to call *special sessions’
at his whims and fancies and use it to
berate his rivals. This he could do as did
not need to go to the head of the state to
summon the house as it was Speaker’s
prerogative to resume ‘adjourned”house.
So the majority of the hours spent in the
sitting of the 7th Delhi Assembly (2020-
25) was used in shooting acerbic missives
at the political rivals as a helpless head of
the state watched the misuse of the House.
That the House transacted no quality
business is evident from the fact that in
these five years only 15 bills were passed.

Of these bills passed, five Bills amended

laws to increase the salaries and
allowances of MLAs, Ministers, the
Leader of Opposition, the Chief Whip,
the Speaker, and the Deputy Speaker.
There was no substantial discussion on
these bills or forthat matter other bills as
the majority of the bills were passed by
the House on the very day it was
introduced. Even important Budget bill
on an average got passed just after two
days of discussion.One of the major
challenges before the current assembly

(the 8th Vidhan Sabha) is to uphold the
dignity of the House and reintroduce the
culture of debate. The Aam Aadmi Party
must realise that their rabble rousing acts,
in which they indulged in the first session
of the current assembly, would not take
them very far.They as opposition must
participate in the debate and deliberations
of the House. The best way for the
opposition to lay a siege of the
government is to waylay it on the floor of
the House through articulate
debates.Given the live streaming of the
debates, it would also give them the
opportunity to take their views to the
people.

After Al, IndiGo faces flak over | Unused Covid-era medical equipment at Delhi's

failure to provide wheelchair
aid to 83-year-old passenger

NEW DELHI. Days after an 82-year-old woman was
reportedly injured at the Delhi Airport due to Air India’s
failure to provide a pre-booked wheelchair, another
similar incident has surfaced — now involving IndiGo

Airlines.

IndiGo is facing backlash over its alleged failure to assist
an 83-year-old passenger, Susama Rath, upon her arrival
at the Delhi Airport. Rath, who was travelling from
Bhubaneswar on IndiGo’s 6E 5061 flight on March 5,

was allegedly left to navigate the airport by foot despite
having pre-requested wheelchair assistance.Dr Bishnu
Prasad Panigrahi, Group Head Medical Strategy &
Operations at Fortis Healthcare and Rath’s son-in-law,
took to social media to express his outrage. He accused
the airlines of negligence and insensitivity, flagging

‘lack of concern for elderly passengers’.

In response, IndiGo claimed that wheelchairs must be pre-
booked at least 48 hours before departure. The airlines
claimed no such request was reflected in Rath’s booking
but extended an apology for the inconvenience.
Panigrahi, we’d like to extend our deepest gratitude for
allowing us to address this on the call,” it posted on X.

Massive jam in Ghazipur as

protesters block National Highway

after man shot dead

NEW DELHI. A massive traffic jam unfolded on
National Highway 24 in East Delhi's Ghazipur area as
protests erupted following the shooting death of a 32-
year-old man on Monday.According to the Delhi
Police, they received a medico-legal case (MLC)
report from Lal Bahadur Shastri Hospital, stating that
a man had suffered a gunshot wound on Sunday and
was declared dead on arrival. The man, identified as
Rohit Chawda was a resident of Ghazipur village.

Deputy Commissioner of Police (East)

Dhania, stated that further details are being verified
and that efforts are underway to bring all culprits to

justice.
According to news agency ANI,

the police have
registered a case under the Arms Act and for murder.
CCTV footage from near the crime scene is being
reviewed to identify the attacker. Authorities are also
working to determine the route the assailants used to

NEW DELHI. Medical equipment
purchased during the Covid-19
pandemic, including ventilators,
oxygen concentrators, masks, and
PPE kits that have remained unused -
for years in GTB Hospital’s *
warehouse will now be distributed
to hospitals across Delhi and other
states. The Health Department has
issued advisory outlining
guidelines for their use and
redistribution to central hospitals,
city-run health institutes, and other
states’ hospitals.The decision
comes after Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta’s surprise visit to GTB
Hospital, where she expressed concern
over the stockpiled yet unutilised
medical equipment. During her
inspection, she discovered that several

patterns is expected to add an
unpredictable twist to this year's Holi
celebrations, with the India
Meteorological Department (IMD)
predicting light rainfall in Delhi and
other parts of the country on March
14.According to weather department
forecast, the country has experienced
dry weather over the past few days,
but significant changes are
anticipated, beginning with the arrival
of a western disturbance over the
Himalayas on Sunday.Typically
active during winter, the western
disturbance has remained influential
into March this year. A strong system
at the end of February and early
March brought heavy snowfall to the
mountains and widespread rainfall in
the plains. Another such system is set
to become active over the upper
Himalayan region on Sunday,
triggering fresh snowfall.

IMD has also predicted that the impact
of the western disturbance will not be

t..Dl_

Abhishek

Vanuatu Prime

Minister Jotham Napat

critical and expensive medical devices
were lying unattended in hospital
warchouses without proper
supervision. Expressing displeasure
over the negligence, the CM directed

limited to mountainous
Between March 9 and 14, Jammu and

regions.

Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, and
Uttarakhand are expected to
experience snowfall in various areas.
Rainfall is predicted in Punjab from
March 12 to 14, while Haryana and
Delhi could see showers on March 13
and 14. Western Uttar Pradesh may
also receive rainfall on March 14,
coinciding with Holi celebrations.

Delhi's maximum temperature settled

4.4 notches above normal at 32.8

Citizenship Commission to
cancel Modi's Vanuatu
passport, accusing the
fugitive businessman of

accused the fugitive
businessman and ex-
IPL chief Lalit Modi of
using the island
nation's citizenship to

using the South Pacific
Island nation's citizenship
to evade extradition.Lalit
Modi, who is believed to be
living in London, is wanted
by Indian law enforcement
agencies in connection with
allegations that he was
mvolved in embezzlement
of crores of rupees during

w2

Strong winds are also expected to

GTB hospital to. be given to other states

hospital authorities to immediately
ensure better utilization of these
resources. Following her orders,
the Health Department has issued
corrective measures and instructed
all government hospitals to
properly store equipment per safety
norms. Technical experts will
inspect the machines, assess their
condition, and make them
functional for future use.Hospitals
have also been directed to
redistribute surplus equipment to
other state and central hospitals in
Delhi, while reaching out to other
states that might require such
resources. Hospitals must prioritise
using existing stock before purchasing
new equipment to prevent unnecessary
expenditure.

Weather may dampen Holi celebrations in
Delhi as rain predicted on March 14

NEW DELHI. A shift in weather "~

degrees Celsius on Sunday. For
Monday, the weather office has
forecast misty conditions, with the
maximum and minimum
temperatures expected to settle at 32
degrees and 15 degrees Celsius.

sweep through Delhi and its
neighbouring areas on March 11 and
12, reaching speeds of up to 30 km per
hour across the Indo-Gangetic plains.
Meanwhile, heatwave conditions are
likely in parts of Gujarat, including
Saurashtra and Kutch, in the days
leading up to Holi.Gujarat usually
sees a rise in temperature after Holi,
but this year, the Meteorological
Department has issued a pre-Holi
yellow alert. The alert, covering 13
districts, is in effect for four days
starting today, with intense heat
expected over the next 48
hours.Rising temperatures are also
expected to affect Goa and the
Konkan region, intensifying heat
stress in these areas.

ED raids Bhupesh
Baghel's son in
Chhattisgarh liquor
scam

Chaitanya Baghel's name came up

during the Enforcement Directorate's

ongoing investigation into a money

In July 2023,

notice against him due to insufficient

laundering case connected to the
alleged liguor scam. Raids are
currently underway at 14 locations

across Chhattisgarh.

{

New Delhi.The Enforcement Directorate (ED)

on Monday conducted raids at multiple
locations linked to Chaitanya Baghel. the son of
former Chhattisgarh Chief Minister and
Congress leader Bhupesh Baghel, in
connection with the state's alleged liquor scam.
During the searches, the probe agency seized
some electronic gadgets and
documents.Chaitanya Baghel's name came up
during the ED's ongoing investigation into a
money laundering case connected to the scam.
Raids are currently underway at 14 locations
across Chhattisgarh at premises linked to the
former Chief Minister's son and some other
individuals connected to the case as well.

Sources told India Today TV that Chaitanya

Baghel could be summoned by the
Enforcement Directorate for a first round of
questioning today.

According to a probe agency official, the ED has

found that Chaitanya Baghel is also the
recipient of proceeds of crime generated from
the scam wherein the total proceeds amount to
about Rs 2,161 crore, siphoned off via various
schemes."During the investigation, we have
uncovered some evidence that links Chaitanya
Baghel to the scam. Based on the existing
evidence, we are conducting these searches,"
ED sources said.The ED investigation has
uncovered a complex network allegedly
involving senior bureaucrats, politicians, and
officials from the Excise Department. This
syndicate is accused of operating a “parallel”
excise system, wherein unaccounted liquor was
sold through government-run outlets without
proper documentation, thereby diverting
substantial revenue away from the state.

The modus operandi purportedly included the use

of duplicate holograms and bottles to facilitate
the sale of illicit liquor.

the ED filed a prosecution
complaint, naming key individuals such as
Anwar Dhebar, brother of Raipur Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar; former IAS officer Anil Tuteja; and
Arunpati Tripathi, Managing Director of the
Chhattisgarh State Marketing Corporation
Limited (CSMCL).The agency alleged that
these individuals played pivotal roles in
orchestrating the scam, which involved
manipulating procurement processes and
accepting commissions from select liquor
manufacturers. The ED’s investigation revealed
that the alleged corruption led to a loss of Rs
2,161 crore to the state exchequer. In response,
the agency has attached properties worth
approximately Rs 205.49 crore linked to
various accused individuals, including
businessmen and former bureaucrats.Bhupesh
Baghel has previously denied allegations
related to the scam, labelling the ED’s actions
as politically motivated.

Vanuatu moves to cancel fugitive Lalit

Modi's passport: Bid to avoid extradition

application," the statement read.

Furthermore, PM Napat also
pointed out that Vanuatu
citizenship is a privilege, not a
right, and applicants must seek it
for legitimate reasons. "None of
those legitimate reasons include
attempting to avoid extradition,
which the recent facts brought to
light clearly indicate was Lalit
Modi's intention," he stated.

The fugitive businessman
submitted an application to
surrender his Indian passport on

arrive at the location and how they fled after
committing the crime.Following the murder, local
residents and supporters gathered in large numbers,
blocking NH-24 to demand immediate justice. The
highway remained jammed for hours, severely
impacting traffic movement. According to the police,
the murder was the result of an internal dispute related
to money between Rohit and the accused. They
confirmed that two individuals have been arrested in
connection with the case and that multiple teams are
actively investigating the matter.

his stint as the boss of the IPL."I have
instructed the Citizenship Commission
to immediately begin proceedings to
cancel Lalit Modi's Vanuatu passport,"”
Vanuatu's PM Napat said in an official
statement. The prime minister also
explained that Modi’s citizenship
application had undergone standard
background checks, it was only in the past
24 hours that the country came across
information that Interpol had twice
rejected India’s requests to issue an alert

AN B

March 7, a move later confirmed by the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)."He
has made an application for surrendering
his passport in the high commission of
India, London. The same will be
examined in light of extant rules and
procedures. We are also given to
understand that he has acquired
citizenship of Vanuatu. We continue to
pursue the case against him as required
under law" MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal had said.

evade extradition.
—

New Delhi. Fugitive businessman and
Indian Premier League (IPL) founder
Lalit Modi has lost the citizenship of the
island nation Vanautu, which he had
reportedly acquirred before recently
applying to surrender his Indian passport
at the Indian High Commission in
London. Vanuatu Prime Minister Jotham
Napat on Monday ordered the

judicial evidence.Such an alert, if
approved, would have automatically led
to the rejection of the businessman's
citizenship application.

"l have been made aware in the past 24
hours that Interpol twice rejected Indian
authorities” requests to issue an alert
notice on Mr Lalit Modi due to lack of
substantive judicial evidence. Any such
alert would have triggered an automatic
rejection of Mr Modi’s citizenship
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Trump says US in talks with
four groups over TikTok
sale: All options good

world. US President Donald Trump said on Sunday
that his administration was in touch with four
different groups about the sale of Chinese-owned
social media platform TikTok, and that all options
were good.

TikTok's fate has been up in the air since a law
requiring its owner ByteDance to either sell it on
national security grounds or face a ban took effect on
January 19. Trump, after taking office on January 20,
signed an executive order seeking to delay by 75
days the enforcement of the law.Asked if there was
going to soon be a deal on TikTok, Trump told
reporters aboard the Air Force One, "it could.""We're
dealing with four different groups, and a lot of people
wantit ... all four are good," he added.

TikTok and ByteDance did not immediately respond to
Reuters' requests for comment outside of normal
business hours.The turmoil at TikTok has attracted
several potential buyers, including former Los
Angeles Dodgers owner Frank McCourt, who have
expressed interest in the fast-growing business
analysts estimate could be worth as much as $50
billion.

Donald Trump declines to
rule out 2025 US recession

WASHINGTON. President Donald Trump declined
Sunday to rule out the possibility that the United
States might enter a recession this year.

"I hate to predict things like that," he told a Fox News
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Israel cuts Gaza's power, hitting water
supply; Hamas calls it starvation policy

UN criticises Israel for suspending
supplies to Gaza

Hamas calls it part of Israel's
'starvation policy'

US confirms direct talks with Hamas
for potential truce

Tel Aviv. Israel cut off the electricity supply
to Gaza, officials said Sunday, affecting a
desalination plant producing drinking
water for part of the arid territory. Hamas
called it part of Israel’s ““starvation policy.”

Israel last week suspended supplies of goods
to the territory of more than 2 million
Palestinians, an echo of the siege it
imposed in the earliest days of the
war.Israel is pressing the militant group to
accept an extension of the first phase of

US authorities arrest Palestinian student
protester af Columblu University

their ceasefire. That phase ended last

weekend. Israel wants Hamas to release *

half of the remaining hostages in return for

a promise to negotiate a lasting §

truce.Hamas instead wants to start
negotiations on the ceasefire’s more
difficult second phase, which would see
the release of remaining hostages from
Gaza, the withdrawal of Israeli forces and a
lasting peace. Hamas is believed to have
24 living hostages and the bodies of 35
others.

The militant group which has warned that
discontinuing supplies would affect the
hostages said Sunday that it wrapped up the
latest round of ceasefire talks with
Egyptian mediators without changes to its
position.Israel has said it would send a
delegation to Qatar on Monday in an effort
o “advance” the negotiations.Israel had
warned when it stopped all supplies that
water and electricity could be next. The
letter from Israel’s energy minister to the
Israel Electric Corporation tells it to stop

selling power to Gaza.The territory and its
infrastructure have been largely
devastated, and most facilities, including

hospitals, now use generators. Hamas
spokesman Hazem Qassam said that Israel
has “practically” cut off electricity since
the war began and called the latest decision
part of Israel’s “starvation policy, in clear
disregard for all intenational laws and
norms.”

The desalination plant was providing 18,000
cubic meters of water per day for central

Gaza’s Deir al-Balah area, according
to Gisha, an Israeli organization
dedicated to protecting Palestinians’
right to freedom of movement.
Executive director Tania Hary said
that it’s expected to run on generators
and produce around 2,500 cubic
meters per day, about the amount in an
Olympic swimming pool.Israel’s
restrictions on fuel entering Gaza have
a larger impact, Hary said, and water
shortages are a looming issue, because
fuel is needed for distribution trucks.Israel
has faced sharp criticism over suspending
supplies.

“Any denial of the entry of the necessities of

life for civilians may amount to collective
punishment,” the UN human rights office
said Friday.The International Criminal
Court said there was reason to believe
Israel had used “starvation as a method of
warfare” when it issued an arrest warrant
for Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
last year.

Mark Carney wins big,
slams Trump: Canada
will never be America's

interviewer when asked directly about a possible | New York. Agents from US President it had cancelled government contracts

recession in 2025."There is a period of transition,
because what we're doing is very big -- we're bringing
wealth back to America," he said, adding, "It takes a
little time."Trump's commerce secretary, Howard
Lutnick, was more definitive when asked Sunday
about the possibility of a recession." Absolutely not,"
he told NBC's "Meet the Press" when asked whether
Americans should brace for adownturn.

Trump's on-again, off-again tariff threats against
Canada, Mexico, China and others have left the US
financial markets in turmoil and consumers unsure
what the year might bring.Stock markets just ended
their worst week since the November election.

Measures of consumer confidence are down, as
shoppers -- already battered by years of inflation --
brace for the higher prices that tariffs can bring.

And widespread government layoffs being engineered
by Trump's billionaire advisor Elon Musk add further
concern.When asked later Sunday to clarify his
remarks on whether there could be a recession, Trump
told reports on Air Force One "Who knows?"

Overall, the signs are mixed.

A widely watched Atlanta Federal Reserve index now
predicts a 2.4 percent contraction of real GDP growth
in the year's first quarter, which would be the worst
result since the height of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Much of the uncertainty stems from Trump's shifting
tariff policy -- effective dates have changed, as have
the sectors being targeted -- as businesses and
investors try to puzzle out what will come next.

Kevin Hassett, Trump's chief economic advisor, was
asked on ABC whether tariffs were primarily
temporary or might become permanent.Hassett said
that depended on the behavior of the countries
targeted. If they failed to respond positively, he said,
the result could be a "new equilibrium" of continuing
tariffs.

First Solar Eclipse Of 2025
This Month, Will It Be Visible
From India

world. The first solar eclipse of the year is set to occur
on March 29. The celestial event takes place when the
Moon is closer to Earth and passes directly between
the Earth and the Sun, blocking sunlight and casting a
shadow on Earth's surface. It will be a partial solar
eclipse, covering only a portion of the Sun.

On March 29, the solar eclipse will begin at 2:20 pm
(IST) and end at 6:13 pm, lasting approximately four
hours. The eclipse will be at its peak at 04:17 pm,
reported NASA.

The solar eclipse will be visible from Asia, Africa,
Europe, the Atlantic Ocean, the Arctic Ocean, North
America, and South America. Unfortunately, it will
notbe visible from India.Unlike a lunar eclipse, which
can be safely observed with the naked eye, a solar
eclipse should not be watched directly. It can result in
retinal burns and irreversible eye damage. Wearing

appropriate eye protection is always advised when
observing a solar eclipse.NASA has predicted two
solar eclipses for 2025. The first is scheduled for
March 29, while the second is likely to take place on
September21.

This year, there will also be two lunar eclipses. The first
one will occur on March 14, coinciding with the
festival of Holi. It will begin at 09:29 am and end at
03:39 pm. The event will last for an hour and four
minutes. The eclipse will reach its peak at 12:29 PM.
The celestial event will not be visible from India.

It will be a "Blood Moon", which occurs when the Earth
passes directly in front of the Sun and Moon, giving
the moon a red appearance. This happens when the
Earth's atmosphere bends some sunlight towards the
Moon, absorbing all the other colours.

Donald Trump's administration
arrested a Palestinian graduate student
who played a prominent role in last
year's pro-Palestinian protests at New
York's Columbia University, four
fellow students said on Sunday.

The student, Mahmoud Khalil at the

university's School of International
and Public Affairs, was arrested by US
Department of Homeland Security
agents at his university residence on
Saturday, said undergraduate student
Maryam Alwan and three other
students who asked not to be identified,
citing fears of reprisals.Khalil has been
one of the negotiators with school
administrators on behalf of the pro-
Palestinian student protesters, who set
up a tent encampment on a Columbia
lawn last year.Khalil's detention
appears to be one of the first efforts by
Trump, a Republican who returned to
the White House in January, to fulfill
his promise to seek the deportation of
some foreign students involved in the
pro-Palestinian protest movement. The

Israel and subsequent Israeli assault on
Gaza led to months of pro-Palestinian
protests that roiled US college
campuses.A spokesperson for
Columbia said the school was barred
by law from sharing information about
individual students.Spokespeople for
the Department of Homeland Security
and the Department of State, which
oversees the country's visa system, did
not respond to questions.In an
interview with Reuters a few hours
before his arrest on Saturday, Khalil
said he was concerned that he was
being targeted by the government and
some conservative pro-Israel groups
for speaking to the media.

October 7, 2023, Hamas attack on The Trymp administration on Friday said

Europe's Dependence On US Arms
Rose In Last 5 Years: Report

Stockholm, Sweden.NATO countries in

Europe more than doubled their arms
imports in the past five years, more
than 60 percent of which were
purchases of US weaponry, researchers
on Monday.

The findings by the Stockholm

International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI) coincide with an
announcement by European Union
states that they intend to strengthen the
continent's defence capabilities in
response to a US foreign policy shift
under President Donald Trump.

In the period 2020 to 2024, Ukraine

became the world's largest arms
importer.The United States
consolidated its position as the world's
top weapons exporter -- accounting for
43 percent of global exports -- far ahead
of the second largest, France, which
accounted for 9.6 percent.Over that
same period, arms imports by
European NATO members rose by 105
percent compared to the previous five
years.That reflects "the rearmament
taking place among states in Europe in
response to the threat from Russia",

said Mathew George, the head of the
SIPRI Arms Transfers Programme.

The United States provided 64 percent of
these weapons, compared to 52 percent
inthe period from2015t02019.

"With an increasingly belligerent Russia

and transatlantic relations under stress
during the first Trump presidency,
European NATO states have taken
steps to reduce their dependence on
arms imports and to strengthen the
European arms industry,"

researcher Pieter Wezeman said.

"But the transatlantic arms supply

and grants awarded to Columbia
University worth about $400 million.
The government said the cuts and the
student deportation efforts are because
of antisemitic harassment at and near
Columbia's Manhattan campus."What
more can Columbia do to appease
Congress or the government now?"
Khalil said before his arrest, noting
that Columbia had twice called in
police to arrest protesters and had
disciplined many pro-Palestinian
students and staff, suspending some.
"They basically silenced anyone
supporting Palestine on campus and
this was not enough. Clearly Trump is
using the protesters as a scapegoat for
his wider agenda fighting and
attacking higher education and the Ivy
League education system."Alwan, a
Columbia senior who has protested
alongside Khalil, said the Trump
administration was dehumanising
Palestinians."l am horrified for my
dear friend Mahmoud, who is a legal
resident, and I am horrified that this is
only the beginning," she said.

relationship has deep roots.

"Imports from the USA have risen and

European NATO states have almost
500 combat aircraft and many other
weapons still on order from the USA,"
he added.Countries including Italy
and the United Kingdom have also
bought US-made F35 fighter jets
and Patriot anti-air defence
systems, which are complex
systems that are difficult to quickly
substitute, Wezeman told
AFP."The F-35 is, of course, an
American product but as part of (F-
35) sales to European states ... the
industry in those states has also
been involved in the production of
key components," the researcher
said.Countries like Belgium, the
Netherlands and Denmark -- which is
currently embroiled in diplomatic
tensions with the United States over
Greenland's future -- are even more
dependent on US weaponry, he
explained.

senior Changing that "would require an

enormous financial and political
investment", Wezeman said.

51st state

world.After securing a landslide victory in the Liberal
Party's leadership race, Mark Carney made a bold
declaration on Canada’s sovereignty, vowing never to
let Ottawa become "part of America in any way".

The 59-year-old political newcomer, who previously led
both the Bank of Canada and the Bank of England,
clinched the leadership from Justin Trudeau with an
overwhelming 86 per cent of the vote, defeating
former Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland.

Addressing US President Donald Trump's repeated calls
to make Canada the 51st state, Carney (59) said,
"America is not Canada. Canada will never ever be
part of the US in any way, shape, or form".A vocal
critic of Trump, Carney doubled down on his stance
during his victory speech, warning that US ambitions
for Canadian resources, water, and land posed a direct
threat. "If they succeeded, they would destroy our way
of life," he said."The Americans want our resources,
our water, our land our country," Carney told a roaring
crowd in Ottawa after the announcement of the general

election results.Mark Carney's statement came as trade
tensions between Ottawa and Washington remain
high.In December, then-US President-elect Donald
Trump referred to Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau as the 'Governor' of the "Great State of
Canada" while threatening to impose tariffs on
Canadian products.On February 3, after taking office
as US President, Trump suggested that Canada should
become the 51st US state to avoid tariffs and receive
military protection. Reports indicate that Canadian
officials took his remarks seriously.Mark Carney also
declared that Canada's countermeasures against
Trump's tariff threats would persist until the US
demonstrates a genuine commitment to free and fair
trade."We cannot and will not let him succeed,"
Carney asserted. "We are Canada strong".Justin
Trudeau’s decision to step down in January after more
than nine years in power, amid plummeting approval
ratings, forced the ruling Liberal Party into a swift
leadershiprace.

Mark Carney's victory marks a historic shift, making
him the first political outsider to become Canada's
Prime Minister.

North Korea unveils its first nuclear-
powered submarine, with 'help’ from Russia

«Moon, the submarine expert, said that
North Korea may have received Russian

technological assistance to build a
nuclear reactor to be used in the
submarine in return for supplying
conventional weapons and troops to
support Russia's war efforts against
Ukraine.

Seoul. North Korea unveiled for the first time
a nuclear-powered submarine under
construction, a weapons system that can
pose a major security threat to South Korea
and the US.The state media agency on
Saturday released photos showing what it
called “a nuclear-powered strategic guided
missile submarine,” as it reported leader
Kim Jong Un’s visits to major shipyards
where warships are built.The Korean
Central News Agency, or KCNA, didn’t
provide details on the submarine, but said

that Kim was briefed on its
construction. The naval vessel appears to
be a 6,000-ton-class or 7,000-ton-class
one which can carry about 10 missiles,
said Moon Keun-sik, a South Korean
submarine expert who teaches at
Seoul’s Hanyang University. He said
that the use of the term “the strategic
guided missiles” meant it would carry &
nuclear-capable weapons.“It would be
absolutely threatening to us and the |
US,” Moon said.US National Security §
Council spokesman Brian Hughes said §
that “we’re aware of these claims and
do not have additional information to
provide at this time.“The US is J
committed to the complete
denuclearization of North Korea,”
Hughes said.A nuclear-powered
submarine was among a long wish list of
sophisticated weaponry that Kim vowed to
introduce during a major political
conference in 2021 to cope with what he
called escalating US-led military threats.
Other weapons were solid-fueled
intercontinental ballistic missiles,

hypersonic weapons, spy satellites and

multi-warhead missiles. North Korea has
since performed a run of testing activities to
acquire themNorth Korea obtaining a

greater ability to fire missiles from
underwater is a worrying development,
because it’s difficult for its rivals to detect
such launches in advance.Questions about
how North Korea, a heavily sanctioned and
impoverished country, could get resources
and technology to build nuclear-powered

submarines have surfaced.Moon, the
submarine expert, said that North Korea
may have received Russian technological
assistance to build a nuclear reactor to be
used in the submarine in return for
supplying conventional weapons
and troops to support Russia’s war
efforts against Ukraine.He also said
that North Korea could launch the
submarine in one or two years to test
its capability before its actual
deployment.North Korea has an
estimated 70-90 diesel-powered
submarines in one of the world’s
largest fleets. However, they are
mostly aging ones capable of
launching only torpedoes and
mines, not missiles..In 2023, North
Korea said that it had launched what
it called its first “ tactical nuclear attack
submarine,” but foreign experts doubted
the North’s announcement and speculated
that it was likely a diesel-powered
submarine disclosed in 2019. Moon said
that there has been no confirmation that it
has been deployed.
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Champions Trophy victory
proves why Gautam
Gambhir is right man for
white-ball job

New Delhi.India head coach Gautam Gambhir
watched on as his team celebrated winning
the Champions Trophy on Sunday, March 9.
Gambhir observed the whole thing from a
distance, with a grin on his face. The
outspoken coach had decided to take a step
back, perhaps for the first time during his
tenure with the Indian team, revelling in the
success of his own making.

After all, this was Gambhir's firs title as the
head coach of any team. Earlier, he had been
with the coaching staff of Indian Premier
League teams Lucknow Super Giants and
Kolkata Knight Riders, but none of them
were in the direct capacity of head coach.
Gambhir was successful there, making it to
two playoffs with LSG, and then winning the
title with KKR in 2024. But, as everyone
knows, when you have skin in the game,
things are vastly different. The former India

opener has been vociferously defensive of
his team. One might mistake it for arrogance
or a bully-like attitude when Gambhir speaks
with a 'tone' in press conferences. In fact,
ahead of the knockouts of the Champions
Trophy 2025, Gambhir called the critics of
the Dubai pitch 'perpetual cribbers,' shutting
down criticism about India's perceived
advantage in the tournament.For someone
that outspoken, it was a little odd that the
celebration was this mutedone that did not
involve him jumping around the Dubai
International Stadium. Heck, Gambhir
celebrated India saving their follow-on in a
Test match vs Australia more than winning
the ICC title.Perhaps that is the case. Perhaps
Gambhir feels more secure in the white-ball
format than he does in the red-ball format.
For him, a white-ball title may just have been
one step away. Gambhir's words after the
team's Champions Trophy win point in the
same direction.The clarity of thought with
which Gambhir spoke to the broadcaster
after the match made it feel like the
Champions Trophy win had been 9 months
in the making. Gambhir spoke about one
simple formula that helped India win the
tournament: using 6 bowlers rather than 5.
Gambhir revealed that his template was set
last year before joining the Indian team, and
he simply stuck to his plan, whether in wins
or losses.

India clinch Champions Trophy

with narrow four-wicket win
over New Zealand

New Delhi. India have been crowned
Champions Trophy winners!India defeated
New Zealand by 4 wickets in the 2025
Champions Trophy final to claim a record
third title. Chasing 252, India successfully
reached the target in 49 overs at the Dubai
International Cricket Stadium.Ravindra
Jadeja finished it off by driving the last ball
of the 49th over for a four through fine leg,
leading India to victory with four wickets in
hand.

After the win, the Indian players rushed onto
the pitch. Rohit Sharma embraced KL Rahul
and Ravindra Jadeja in celebration.

Bowling first after Rohit lost his 12th straight
toss, India's spinners restricted New Zealand
to 251 for seven in the allotted 50 overs, with
Kuldeep Yadav (2/40) and Varun
Chakaravarthy (2/45) making significant
contributions with the ball.India completed
the chase of 252 with six balls to spare after
Rohit (76 off 83 balls) and Shreyas Iyer (48
off 62 balls) shone with the bat.For New
Zealand, Daryl Mitchell (63 off 101 balls),
Michael Bracewell (53 not out off 40 balls),

and Rachin Ravindra (37 off 29 balls) were
the main contributors with the willow.

While chasing, India faced some anxious
moments when they lost two wickets after
being well paced at 183 for three after 38
overs, but KL Rahul (34 not out off 33 balls)
showed great composure to see his team
through after Hardik Pandya's breezy 18-run
knock.India won the trophy without losing a
match, reflecting their dominance.

India's previous title triumphs in the
tournament came in 2002 and 2013.

No other team has won the event thrice.

Brief scores: New Zealand: 251/7 in 50 overs
(Daryl Mitchell 63, Michael Bracewell 53
not out, Rachin Ravindra 37; Kuldeep Yadav
2/40, Varun Chakaravarthy 2/45.

India: 254/6 in 49 overs (Rohit Sharma 76,
Shreyas Iyer 48; Mitchell Santner 2/46,
Michael Bracewell 2/28).

KARACHI. A controversy erupted

A source said that the PCB's chief

The Gunners sit 15 points behind runaway

Bruno Fernandes' stunning free-kick put

The Red Devils, though, could not hold on

Serie A: Napoli win refreshes title

hopes as Atalanta

Antonio Conte's Napoli climbed
hack to within a point of
leaders Inter Milan and
Atalanta stay within three
points of Inter after snapping
Juventus' five-game winning

streak.
=

ROME. Napoli breathed fresh life into their
Serie A title hopes on Sunday with a 2-1
victory over Fiorentina that ended a five-
match winless run, while Atalanta routed
Juventus 4-0 to stay in the hunt.

Romelu Lukaku gave Napoli the lead on 26
minutes and Giacomo Raspadori doubled
that on the hour before Albert Gudmundsson
pulled a goal back for Fiorentina.

Antonio Conte's Napoli climbed back to within
a point of leaders Inter Milan, who came
from two goals down to beat bottom side
Monza 3-2 on Saturday."We deserved the

victory," said Conte."We could have been a
bit more efficient with our chances and
managed the final part of the game with less
anxiety because let's not forget that we
dropped many points around the 90th minute
in the last five games."Napoli, who won the
title two years ago, were top at the end of
January but have been playing catch-up with
Inter after picking up just four points in five
matches before beating Fiorentina at the
Stadio Diego Armando Maradona.

Atalanta hammered Juventus 4-0 in Turin to

stay within three points of Inter and snap the

hosts' five-game winning streak. It was just a
second defeat of the season for Thiago
Motta's side.Mateo Retegui notched his
league-leading 22nd goal of the season from
the penalty spot after a handball in the first
half and Marten de Roon added a second
right after the break for Atalanta.

Davide Zappacosta steered in a third for Gian
Piero Gasperini's rampant side before
Ademola Lookman's deflected strike
completed a thumping victory."It was an
unimaginable result for many, but it was the
perfect performance from us," Gasperini told

Controversy erupts over P(B officials’
absence at (T presentation ceremony

on Sunday over the failure of the
ICC to invite a Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) official on stage for
the closing ceremony of the
Champions Trophy in Dubai.

executive officer Sumair Ahmed,
who is also the director of the
tournament, was present at the
venue but was not invited for the
ceremony."PCB chairman Mohsin
Nagqvi didn't go to Dubai because
of prior commitments as federal
minister for interior but the PCB CEO was
sent to represent Pakistan at the final and
closing presentation," the source said.

He said for some reason or misunderstanding,

the PCB official was not called on the
podium, from where ICC chairman Jay
Shah, BCCI president Roger Binny and
secretary Devajit Saikia gave away the
medals, trophies, and jackets to the players.

The source added that perhaps the CEO might

not have been able to communicate properly
to the ICC people responsible for organising
the final ceremony and was left out.

Pakistan as hosts of the Champions Trophy,

thus, didn't have any representative on the
podium.The PCB is expected to take up the
matter with the ICC as to why its CEO was
not invited on stage for the closing
ceremony.Meanwhile, former fast bowler
Shoaib Akhtar also questioned the absence
of PCB officials from the post-match

presentation ceremony after the
final of the tournament."India has
won the Champions Trophy but I
noticed there was no
representative from the PCB after
the final. Pakistan was hosting the
Champions Trophy. I do not
understand it," Akhtar said in a
video posted on social 'X'.

"Why was nobody (from PCB) there
to present the trophy? It is beyond
me. It is something to think about.

A Thisis the world stage, you should

have been here. Feeling very down
to see that," Akhtar added.

BCCI president Binny presented the white

jackets to India and the medals to match
officials, while ICC chairman Shah handed
the trophy to Rohit Sharma and gave the
medals to the Indian players.India had
refused to play their matches in Pakistan
citing security concerns.The PCB agreed to
a hybrid model, allowing India to play their
games in Dubai.

Arsenal held by Manchester United in
latest blow to Premier League title bid

MANCHESTER. Declan Rice's equaliser

denied Manchester United boss Ruben
Amorim a much-needed win but Arsenal's
faltering Premier League title challenge
suffered another damaging blow ina 1-1
draw at Old Trafford on Sunday.

leaders Liverpool, now with just one
game in hand, with their focus beginning
to turn to holding off the chasing pack for
a place in next season's Champions
League.

United ahead in first-half stoppage time.

for just a sixth Premier League win in 16
games under Amorim as Rice swept
home on 74 minutes.United missed a
string of late chances to win the game,
with a point leaving them down in
14th."How we conceded chances in certain
moments was not acceptable," said Arsenal
boss Mikel Arteta."They have so much
quality and they pick the right player and

normally that would end in a goal."We
opened the gate to lose the game. there was
no chance to lose the game and we opened it

ourselves. I will defend my players all the
time but in those moments we have to do
better."United have had three permanent
managers and an interim during Arteta's five
years in charge of Arsenal. Amorim said he

knows he will not get the time Arteta did to

turn around a sinking ship at Old

Trafford. The discontent among the home
support could be seen around the
stands with many taking part in a
protest by wearing black over what
they perceive as "the death" of their
club.

"This club will never die, that is clear,"
said Amorim. "You feel it in the
streets. This is a big business and
maybe all the fans in this league
sometimes feel it is harder to go to the
games and pay for tickets."Arsenal
had failed to score in either of their
previous two league games to
realistically wave goodbye to their
hopes of a firsttitlein 21 years.

Despite still missing the attacking
quartet of Kai Havertz, Gabriel Jesus,

Bukayo Saka and Gabriel Martinelli, the

Gunners hit back in stunning fashion to

thrash PSV Eindhoven 7-1 in the Champions

League on Tuesday.

thrash Juventus

DAZN, suggesting an unlikely tilt at the

Scudetto for the traditionally small,

provincial club was not beyond

them."People need to dream. We must
never stop them dreaming. We may say it's
impossible, but if you believe enough,
things can become possible."Fourth-
placed Juventus are now nine points adrift
of Inter and could be overtaken by Lazio,
J  who host Udinese on Monday.

9 Motta said the defeat signalled the end of

any outside title chances for his team.

"We are sad, we are disappointed, but at the
same time this talk of the Scudetto that
you dragged us into will no longer be
talked about," he said.Roma continued
their resurgence under Claudio Ranieri as

Matias Soule's goal after only 22 seconds
was enough to secure a 1-0 win at Empoli for
their fifth successive league victory.The 73-
year-old Ranieri has brought stability to a
club that sacked Daniele De Rossi in
September and then moved on from his
successor Ivan Juric less than two months
later.Roma are unbeaten in 12 games in Serie
A since mid-December, rising from just
above the relegation places into contention
for Europe next season.They are four points
behind Bologna in sixth, which offers a spot
inthe UEFA Conference League.

| remember 2017 very

closely, couldn't finish

that time: Hardik after
2025 triumph

DUBALI. As his teammates basked in the glory
of India's success in the Champions Trophy
here on Sunday, star all-rounder Hardik
Pandya remembered the heartbreak in the
2017 edition of the tournament.

Back then India had lost to traditional rivals
Pakistan in the final in England, where Hardik
was part of the team." Always amazing to win
an ICC event. I remember 2017 very closely,
couldn't finish that time. Very pleased to have
done it here," Hardik, who contributed
significantly to India's title triumph on
Sunday, told the official broadcaster.

Hardik was the lone ranger for India in the 2017
final as he smashed a 43-ball 76, but the knock
could not prevent his team from suffering a
heavy defeat.Set a target of 252 by New
Zealand, India completed the task with four
wickets and six balls to spare to win their third
Champions Trophy title, after 2002 and 2013.

The all-rounder was also full of praise for KL
Rahul, another contributor to the team's
triumphal march and who made an unbeaten
34 in the final."KL was calm, he took his
chances at the right time. He has immense
talent, no one can time it as well as him."

Rahul anchored the chase after India lost a
couple of wickets to find themselves at 203/5
in the 42nd over.The Karnataka cricketer said
he was always confident of getting the job
done."As confident as I could be that I could
get over the line. Keeping composure is all
that matters, happy to have done it this time.
I've batted in times like this in three out of the
five games," Rahul said.

"Hard to put in words, but the team has pure
skill. The way we've all had to play cricket
growing up, we faced pressure from the time
we became professional cricketers. The BCCI
have groomed all of them and we've
challenging ourselves to get better," the soft-
spoken batter said.Mystery spinner Varun
Chakaravarthy, Rohit's trump card in the
tournament with nine wickets in three
matches, called it a dream-come-true moment
for him.

When you leave, you want to leave the
team in hetter place: Virat Kohli

«Kohli explained that as one

of the senior-most players in
the team, he also has to
focus on grooming the Gen-
Next.

DUBALI. The peerless Virat Kohli on Sunday

said his job is not just to win ICC trophies but

that's ready to take on the world for the
next eight years," an ecstatic Kohli said
after the end of the final. While Kohli was
out for 1 in the final, his match-winning
hundred against Pakistan and a
composed half-century against Australia
in the semi-final went a long way in
India's title triumph."It's been amazing,
we wanted to bounce back after a tough
Australian tour, and wanted to win a big
tournament, so to win the Champions
Trophy is amazing," Kohli told
broadcasters 'JioHotstar' with Shubman
Gill by his side.

also ensure that Indian cricket is at a better He then explained that as one of the senior-

place when he walks into the sunset, as the
team won a third Champions Trophy title
with a four-wicket victory over New Zealand
here.

India completed a chase of 252 with six balls to

spare."When you leave, you want to leave the
team in a better place, I feel we've a squad

most players in the team, he also has to focus
on grooming the Gen-Next.

"So much talent in the dressing room, they're

trying to take their game further and we're
just happy to be of help (role of the seniors),
sharing our experience and that's what makes
this Indian team so strong." He loved that the

final went the distance."These are the things
you want to play (for titles), playing under
pressure and putting your hand up." He was
happy that the title win was a fantastic team
effort.

"The whole team, everyone has put their hands

up sometimes or other (during the course of
the tournament), everyone has put up
impactful performances, we've been part of
an amazing team, the amount of work we've

done in the practice sessions, it feels great
(to win).”"Shubman has been
outstanding, Shreyas has played some top
knocks, KL has finished games and
Hardik has been superb with the bat."
Graceful in triumph, Kohli didn't forget to
praise the New Zealand side for the fight
that they have putup.

"We've always been in awe with what they
can do, the limited number of players in
the talent pool, but they just execute plans
so well, they keep playing the kind of
cricket that keeps them very much in the

game.”

"They're always been attacking and supportive
of the bowlers, Credit to them, easily the best
fielding unit, sad to see a very good friend of
mine to be on the losing side (on Kane
Wiliamson). But they're always so good and
they keep doing the basics well. That's what
makes them such a competitive unit," Kohli
concluded.
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Sikandar: Director Murugadoss
confirms Salman Khan's film
'isn't a remake'

Sikandar director AR Murugadoss
revealed how the film 'isn't a remake'
and offers a unique story. The movie
stars Salman Khan and Rashmika
Mandanna in the lead.

Shahid Kapoor

Reacts To Reuniting Wit
Ex-Girlfriend

Rareena Kapoot

B At IIFA: "Totally Normal :

Shahid Kapoor and Kareena Kapoor reunited at the IIFA 2025 press
conference, sharing a warm hug and smiles. Fans were thrilled, but
Shahid downplayed it, saying their meetings are normal.

ecently, we got a blast from the past, and the’
internet is eating it up! Shahid Kapoor and
Kareena Kapoor, once the It couple of
town, had a sweet little reunion at the ITE
2025 press conference, and let’s ju
say—our nostalgia levels simply shot up.
The ex-lovebirds were spotted sharinga
warm hug, exchanging smiles, and
having a quick chat while the
paparazzi freezed the moment for
all of us to obsess over. And
obsess we did! The rare sight of
the former couple left fansina
frenzy. v
But before we could all get
carried away, Shahid
Kapoor reacted to it.
i Speaking on the green
J carpet of the I1FA Digital
24 Awards, the Kabir Singh
star was asked about th €
much-hyped reunion. His response was a casual shrug.
“Forus, it’s nothing new... aaj stage pe mile aur hum log 4
idhar udhar milte rehte hai (today we met on stage, /'
but we keep running into each other here and there), /f
[t’s totally normal for us... if people felt nice, it’s — *
nice.”
Once upon a time in the 2000s, Shahid Kapoor and and close friend Shah Rukh Khan.
Kareena Kapoor were Bollywood’s beloved real-
and-reel-life couple, setting screens on fire with
their chemistry in films like Fida, Chup Chup Ke,

| | Kiran Rao On Parents' Reaction
We Mt wrapped, ther love story 100k a difteront il To Her Marriage With Aamir

and they decided to go their separate ways. =
Fast forward to today, both stars have built beautiful live Khan: "They Thought I Mlght Be
Overshadowed By Him”

their own. Kareena found her happily ever after with
Khan, and the duo is now proud parents to two adora

Kiran Rao, an Indian film producer and
director, was married to Bollywood

Meanwhile, Shahid, too, found love outside the film
superstar Aamir Khan for over 15 years

anticipated films 0of 2025. Starring Salman Khan

and Rashmika Mandanna alongside Salman, the
film offers something entirely new to the audience.
Director AR Murugadoss shared how the film is a
‘completely original story” and not a remake.

Director A.R. Murugadoss shared how the story is not
aremake of any film and offers a fresh perspective.

"This is a completely original story. Every scene and
every frame of Sikandar has been designed and
executed with authenticity, offering a fresh narrative
and experience. It’s not a remake or adaptation of
any existing film An essential part of the film's
originality is its stunning background score, crafted
by the immensely talented Santosh Narayanan. His
music perfectly complements the film’s energetic
tone and vibrant visuals, adding an emotional depth
that enhances every scene,” he said.

The film also reunites Salman with producer Sajid
Nadiadwala, known for delivering blockbusters like
Kick and Mujhse Shaadi Karogi. Sikandar releases
in cinemas on Eid, March 28, 2025.

Salman Khan last appeared in Tiger 3 alongside
Katrina Kaif and Emraan Hashmi. He also has
Siddharth Anand's Tiger vs Pathaan, where he will
be once again sharing screen space with superstar

: ; alman Khan’s Sikandar is one of the highly

marrying Mira Rajput, with whom he shares a son and a da
The 25th edition of [IFA is being held in Jaipur, Rajasthan.

Radhika Apte

to make her directorial debut
with action-fantasy film Kotya

Acclaimed actor Radhika Apte will soon be making her directorial
debut with the action-fantasy film, Kotya. The announcement was
made as a part of the CineV-CHD Market lineup.

ctor Radhika Apte is all set to make her |
directorial debut with the action-fantasy
film, Kotya. The announcement was
disclosed during the CineV-CHD Market
lineup. The said lineup also features at least
22 projects by a diverse group of
filmmakers.

Variety reported that Kotya is a
“Hindi/Marathi action-fantasy
following a young migrant
sugarcane cutter who gains .’
superpowers after a forced
medical procedure and uses
them to free her family i
from debt.” It will !
reportedly be bankrolled i

her marriage to Aamir Khan. When asked

about her parents' reaction to her decision to
marry the actor, Kiran told ANIL, "It was a shocker
for them.

"They were taken aback. In their eyes, I had a lot of
promise. I was someone who wanted to do a lot of
things, and they were worried that I might be
overshadowed by Aamir's larger-than-life persona,”
she added.

Given Aamir's immense fame, Kiran did feel the
pressure of living in his shadow. However, what
brought her comfort was Aamir's unwavering
support for her individuality. "Aamir has never
expected me to be a certain way. He has always been
happy for me to be myself, and that's one of the
greatest things about him," she shared.

"Aamir and [ will always be there for each other," she
concluded.

Kiran Rao, an Indian film producer and director, was
married to Bollywood superstar Aamir Khan for
over 15 years. They married in 2005 and welcomed
their son, Azad Rao Khan, in 2011. However, in July
2021, they announced their separation.

I Vilmmaker Kiran Rao recently opened up about

J
. /

by filmmaker
Vikramaditya Motwane. AY

Radhika Apte is known for her
work in films such as PadMan, Andhadhun
, Vikram Vedha, A Call to Spy, Kabali, and Lust
Stories, among others. She was last seen in the
BAFTA-nominated film, Sister Midnight.

Sister Midnight had earlier premiered at the Cannes
Film Festival and bagged a BAFTA nomination in
the Outstanding Debut by a British Writer, Director ..
or Producer category. Besides her many professional
achievements, Apte has much to celebrate on the
personal front. The actor recently welcomed a baby with
husband Benedict Taylor. The actor had shared the happy
news on her social media handle, where she was seen |
breastfeeding the child. M)
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