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Its time Trump introspects, Why urban polls reflect deeper political, economic currents
is shown the mirror

The President of the US (POTUS) is deeply Cities are centres of exploitation, where essential services and affordable housing remain out of reach for many. Yet, the urban poor are continuing to back the BJP.
aggrieved over what he describes as global
attempts to fleece America through tariffs on US Elections to the city governments that include 10 The second is a sharp segregation in cities and cultural  sanitation and restricted access to public spaces.

goods that are going to foreign countries. municipal corporations, municipal councils and  spaces being filled through communal polarisation. The Despite facing these hardships, a significant section of the
Consequently, he has taken a vow to retaliate with municipal committees in Haryana have been decisively =~ 2023 India segregation report of over 1.5 million  urban poor continues to support the BJP. The question
tariff-for-tariff in equal measure to make his won by the BJP. In the past around two months, the  neighbourhoods brings out the systematic nature of  arises: why do those most affected by these policies
mission to "Make America Great Again" (MAGA) Opposition, including the Congress, regional parties and ~ urban exclusion and segregation. Rather than being remain loyal to the party that is part of the larger
a grand success during his tenure in the White the Left, has failed to secure a single mayoral seat notjust ~ based on livelihood issues, the urban spatial reality was ~ problem?One key factor is the BJP and Rashtriya
House itself. In the process, a multi-front strategy in Haryana but also in Uttarakhand and Chhattisgarh, = dominated by ethnic and parochial demands and the = Swayamsevak Sangh's (RSS) systematic influence over
is being implemented in battle speed, affecting the where the BJP has trounced the entire Opposition. This  creation of such narratives.Neoliberalism, despite its  urban cultural spaces. The secular fabric of cities, once

entire country and shaking large sections of the
populace.To suggest that the US today is in turmoil
would be an understatement because of the

should send a clear message to the Opposition partiesthat ~ promise of free markets, has often required state  shaped by an organised working class, has eroded. Over
the urban scene is changing and they need to buckle up  intervention to facilitate private capital's dominance over 90 per cent of the urban workforce now operates in the

tedly astonishi tion to a broad fast.n all three states, the Congress has intermittently  urban spaces. This has manifested in various ways —  informal sector, lacking the bargaining power once held
lsllfr)lee;%jfneo fnylfn?;,l: plonl%c;)g 131 %Slalg(:ilns(t) aa fe\r:% £ held power at the state level. Yet, its failure towinevena  weakening the autonomy of elected municipal by labourunions. This shifthas left workers vulnerable to
his favourite high-profile personnel. The single mayoral seat and the abysmally poor performance  governments, privatising basic services, reducing state both economic exploitation and

in the municipal council and nagar
panchayat elections point to internal
disarray and a broader lack of vision

ideological manipulation. The BJP
and RSS have capitalised on this
vacuum, using regional and

opposition is by no less than some people who
were once either close to the POTUS or important
officials implementing state policy decisions in

m -
. | il
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the recent past.The developments in the US today regarding urban governance. This communal narratives to shape urban
appear far from refreshing or reassuring to assuage electoral setback reflects a deeper issue: politics.North Indian cities today are
the feelings of either Trump or the common the Congress’ inability to craft a paradoxical spaces — centres of
people. Consequently, mission MAGA of the compelling urban strategy that resonates | massive exploitation, where
POTUS is creating a headache every day owing to with voters. essential services like clean air,
Trump's uncontrollable and uncontrolled lack of l§ These states follow a direct election system drinking water and affordable
appropriate vocabulary. It is, thereby, putting both for mayors, in which voters directly elect housing remain out of reach for
friends and foes alike under psychological stress. both the councillors and mayors. The BJP many. Yet, the urban poor continue to
Trump thinks that his method would succeed in has been promoting this practice back the BJP.Meanwhile, the
making people all around to kowtow to him and wherever it comes to power, advocating a Opposition remains disconnected
make them succumb to his whims and fancies presidential-style mayoral election.In from city-level politics, focussing
during his four-year occupancy of the White Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Madhya instead on state and national
House.Not exactly. Today, the POTUS, too, needs Pradesh, which also follow a direct elections.

to do some self-introspection and reflect on his clection for the post of mayor, the | The BIP is working towards
acts through a full-sized mirror to reassess whether Opposition parties have failed to reach implementing a model municipal Act

he is overstretching himself to put his pet MAGA
to an acute angle of futility and resorting to an act
of no return.Psychologically, therefore, Trump has
made himself an enigma; a classic case study of a
grievously make-belief wounded soul who has
managed to pile loads of pending unaddressed
grievances during his days of being a common

even double-digit figures in the number
of elected mayors. The same pattern
extends to municipal councils and nagar mayoral elections nationwide — a
panchayats, where the Opposition finds & . | ‘ - system that appears to favour the
itself in disarray.Since urban f, B . Nl A Y party electorally.l was inducted as a
development is a state subject, states have T = ' member of the task force to write the

through the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs, pushing for direct

American, without the glitz and glamour of the their own method of electing city involvement in urban planning and increasing reliance n model municipal Act. But the
official paraphernalia. Whatever has happened governments. In Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, West public-private partnerships, especially in Ministry soon realised that a wrong person has been
thus far (the bewildering variety of utterances and Bengal, Kerala, etc, the mayor s clected by the jnfiygiructure. The result has been the gentrification of ~ Nominated — one who would challenge its ominous
actions of absurdity) under the POTUS can be councillors. But to attribute the BIP’s success in getting  (jties  with spaces restructured to favour elitist _designs.

compared, to an extent, with the 26-year chapter its mayoral candidates elected to direct election wouldbe onsumption while displacing marginalised That said, this signifies an important aspect — that the
(1325-1351) of Indian history's Delhi Durbar half true. The processes set in motion through the . ites. Central government is taking urban governance
monarch Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq. Historians urbanisation journey need to be captured for such National urban programmes like the Jawaharlal Nehru seriously and intends to move ahead with its stated
have graciously judged Tughlaq as "an amazing victories.What explains BJP's dominance in the urban National Urban Renewal Mission. Smart Cities Mission, design.For the Opposition parties, the time to act is now.
compound of contradictions" for making the elections? Over the past three decades, two major shifts 41" Mission for Re juveﬁation and Urbari This is India's urban century and the largest demographic
impossible possible, even if for a fleeting moment, have shaped India's urban transformation, keeping cities ., ceo oo 4 Gwachh Bharat Mission aim at  Shifts will take place within a few decades. The largest
and then trying to unscramble the scrambled egg in a constant state of flux. The first is the economic reshaping urban landscapes. These initiatives, too, have number of people living in urban areas will be in India
(like scenario) through equally fancy actions of liberalisation of the 1990s, which altered the socio- .o o0 0 o-spatial inequalities, leading to soon.In this context, urban governance cannot remain an
ethereal fiction.In fact, Trump's every move and economic fabric of urban areas. This transition, marked .~ .~ fragmentation and displacernetit of the urban _ afterthought or be through a top-down approach.
management style seems to be taking his by the rise of neoliberal policies, has led to new power poor.The neoliberal model has led to the closure of many The Opposition needs to reimagine city spaces, focussing
unpredictably predictable course of absurdity to a structures and systemic urban inequalities. Migrationhas ¢ scqle industries and retail businesses, restrictive ~ On equitable development, inclusive policies and fair
Eew helgtht ((j)f dldplOl’]I)latlc er;{lbtarréssment. Fromh been a defining feature of this phase, with urbanisation |, gal frameworks targeting inform a1’ workers,  distribution of urban resources. Withouta coherent urban
ﬂ?‘?ﬁﬁ? :ta teanias af,eeliel?éna}llru rt,o be?rrlgla%uﬁii, driven more by poverty than by industrial growth. privatisation of essential services like water and  Strategy, itselectoral struggles in cities will only deepen.

ridiculed and snubbed by the POTUS.Also, the
growing list of impossible demands being claimed I I P 9
by Trump gives the impression of an urban land _ S WaSte Woes _
mafia don on the prowl to possess immovable
property in prime locations. . . .
However, one thing glitters amidst this gloom. Garbage dumps a looming ecological disaster

Trump is "honestly" non-discriminatory about his ) ’ _
indiscriminate howling at all, however mighty or § The Himachal Pradesh government's proposed H

waste —from shampoo bottles to chips packets —

muscular he/she may be, belittling or ridiculing Policy for Solid Waste Management Facilities in continues to clog water bodies and urban
(officially invited) foreign Heads of Government Rural Areas, 2024, though a welcome move, raises landscapes. While over four lakh rural households
or State. Thus, all foreign dignitaries are under pressing concerns about the state’s overall waste still await access to proper wet waste disposal, the
pressure when face to face with the POTUS, management strategy. Aiming to streamline waste sheer volume of accumulating garbage suggests that
notwithstanding its being unlikely to be good news segregation and disposal at the panchayat level, the incremental measures will not suffice.

for the USA in the long run.Thus, Trump has been
equally unsparing and insulting to India,
notwithstanding his avowed personal friendship
with the Prime Minister, Narendra Modi. "I have

policy must be expedited as HP is already grappling
with a waste crisis, exacerbated by ineffective
execution of past plans. The data is staggering. The

Along-term, action-oriented strategy is needed — one
that includes mandatory waste segregation at
source, expansion of waste-to-energy projects,

exposed India on tariff," declared a condescending state generates approximately 375 tonnes of solid stricter plastic production regulations and
Trump and followed it up with a unilateral waste daily across 60 urban local bodies (ULBs). comprehensive recycling initiatives. The recently
declaration that "India has reduced tariff". The legacy waste backlog stands at over 2.48 lakh announced environmental cell within the Urban
What absurdity! No meeting, no talks, no discussion tonnes, with only six of the 16 identified sites Development Department must act decisively to
between India and America, but the ordained having been cleared. Meanwhile, the National bridge policy gaps. Himachal’s fragile ecology
verdict arrives from the White House! Is it a Green Tribunal has flagged a 9.6-MLD (million £_% i B2 . sk, ; cannot withstand poor waste management. The
delusion of grandeur? The gross act of the POTUS litres per day) shortfall in sewage treatment o ' voters must make it a poll issue, pressing upon the
amounts to the humiliation of successive Indian capacity and 20 ULBs still lack sewage exposing a critical flaw in planning.The government government to embrace outcome-driven

establishments.His command of demands is
reaching an intolerable height, hence unacceptable
to this Indian, at least. So, let Trump recall his own
country's tariff saga which put the USA on the road
to prosperity.

management facilities. Shockingly, while some has signed pacts with cement manufacturers for co-  enforcement. Otherwise, the very hills that attract
sewage treatment plants are overloaded, a significant ~ processing non-recyclable plastic waste, but this  millions of tourists will soon be buried under mounting
proportion of households remain disconnected, remainsalimited solution. A large proportion of plastic ~ waste.

Much ado about sheer inanities

Congress spokesperson Shama Mohamed and SP MLA Abu Azmi provided fodder to their rivals
1\ L _—— :

Yet, not one hero-worshipper had paused to consider
whether the comment was apt. I do not think Rohit
can be called ‘fat’, though he has put on some
weight. Well, what does Shama or anyone else
expect? As soon as you approach 40, which Rohit
will reach in two years or so, a middle-age spread
around the midriff is to be expected. Very few are ¢
like Rohit’s teammate Virat Kohli, who is managing =
to avoid the inevitable. i

The test of fitness at that stage is to determine if the
ageing cricketer’s reflexes are as good as that of the
younger members of his team. In the field, he should
be as agile as any of them. Rohit, I think, passes the
test. He usually fields in the slips. There he has
proved that his reflexes are as sharp as they were,
except for an odd dropped catch.There is a much
more dangerous condition to bother about as you
approach middle age. And that is eyesight. If your
hand-eye coordination is affected, there is nothing
one can do about that. Ordinary mortals like you and
I'will go to the optician and get a pair of spectacles. It
is rare to see a bespectacled batter. None has crossed
40, mercifully.In fact, I have not seen too many top
batsmen lasting beyond 35 years. But India is Such a law would infringe upon freedom of speech,
blessed. Rohit and Virat are still around. In the just- N Epkt 4 which is enshrined in the Constitution. Moreover, the
concluded Champions Trophy, both contributed army of historians and researchers in India will live
substantially to the team’s success. As India refused to ~ those entrusted with the selections. And certainly not  him.Outof the blue, Aburecently gavea ‘good character’  ynder constant fear of unearthing skeletons in the icon’s
travel to Pakistan, citing security concerns, the team’s ~ Shama, who succeeded in stirring up anger and disgust  certificate to Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb, whose  cupboards, which if published would land them in jail!
matches were held in Dubai (Indian cricketers would ~— among cricket lovers and ruffled the feathers of fellow  reputation in recorded history is of a fanatic who went  And that would inevitably turn the country into a police
have played in Lahore or Karachi had the Pakistani State ~ politicians waiting to pick up any stick to beat their  berserk destroying temples and plotting the murders of  gtate. There are many more important issues that plague
been able to rein in terror modules). opponents with. Talking of politicians, one notorious one ~ his own brothers in order to ascend the throne. the public mind. Unemployment, the price rise and the

Rohit and Virat are the darlings of cricket-loving Indians. ~ in Mumbai is a Samajwadi Party (SP) leader named Abu  Abu asserted that Aurangzeb was a good king who had  ever-lengthening claws of corruption are surely more
The national selectors are in no position to drop them  Azmi. His name had cropped up in Mumbai Police’s  built temples and that he was not cruel! Whatever was  important. These issues affect people in their daily life.
even if the duo suffers a drop in form. The decision to ~ Crime Branch files in 1992-93 when rioting, arson and  ascribed to him as cruelty was in the course of his duties Ironically, Opposition leaders Shama and Abu helped the

hang up their boots will have to be taken by these  killings shook the city. My friend MN Singh, who was  as the administrator of the realm, the SP leader said. He  ryling coalition distract public attention from these
stalwarts themselves. Only they can take that call, not ~ heading the Crime Branch at that time, was busy chasing ~ added that the battles Aurangzeb fought with Maratha  pregsing issues.

warrior-king Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj were not
because of communal considerations but for
asserting power.This statement was picked up by
other political parties in Maharashtra. The BJP and
the Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray faction)
were the most vocal in their condemnation.
Chhatrapati Shivaji is worshipped in the state,
particularly by the Marathas, the caste to which he
belonged.The brouhaha lasted a few days. The
Mabharashtra Legislative Assembly, of which Abu is a
member, suspended him for the rest of the state
Budget session.A news channel conducted a debate
by known historians on the entire episode. In the
course of the debate, one of them stated that Shivaji’s
eldest son and heir, Sambhaji Rao, was an alcoholic
and a debauch. This assertion set off another round of
vitriol that was difficult to control.Udayanraje
Bhosale is presently the BJP MP from the Maratha
stronghold of Satara. He is a direct descendant of
Shivaji. The ruckus that started with Abu’s remarks
prompted Bhosale to demand a law to be enacted in
Mabharashtra, prohibiting defamation of the state’s
icons and making the offence non-bailable.
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Delhi records lowest AQI in
three years, air quality now
'satisfactory’

New Delhi Delhi's air quality improved to the
'satisfactory' category on Sunday, with an Air Quality
Index (AQI) of 81, according to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB). This is the lowest AQI
recorded in the city for the period from January 1 to
March 15 in the last three years.

AQI across Delhi-NCR
Air quality across Delhi-NCR improved to the
'satisfactory' category. The average AQI of Delhi for
past 24 hours was at 85, at 4 pm on March 15. This
was the first day of the year on which the AQI had
managed to fall under the ambit of the 'Satisfactory’
category. Haryana's Gurugram had an AQI of 70.
Noida and Greater Noida in Uttar Pradesh reported
AQIs of 74 and 52, respectively. Ghaziabad's AQI
was recorded to be 76 AQI classification

The CPCB classifies air quality into the following
categories:

0-50 (good)

51-100 (satisfactory)101-200 (moderate)

201-300 (poor)

301-400 (very poor)

401-500 (severe)

Delhi weather updates

Delhi residents woke up to partly cloudy skies on
Sunday morning, with light rain predicted for the
day. The India Meteorological Department (IMD)
forecasts a partly cloudy sky throughout the day, with
light rain or drizzle expected in the morning and
towards the night. The day's forecast indicates a
minimum and maximum temperature of 17 degrees
Celsius and 32 degrees Celsius, respectively. Strong
surface winds (20-30 km/h) are expected over the
Indo-Gangetic Plains, including Delhi, amid warm
conditions.

Retailers Report 52 Per Cent
Drop In Essential Goods

Sales Due To Quick
Commerce

New Delhi. The rise of quick commerce has caused a
significant decline in the sale of food, beverages and
confectionery in urban centers, as 52 per cent of
physical store retailers reported experiencing the
drop, according to a report by global consulting firm
PwC.Thereport says that beyond food, personal care
(47 per cent) and household cleaning (33 per cent)
are also experiencing significant sales reductions.
This suggests that quick-delivery models are more
disruptive for consumables that consumers
frequently purchase in-store.Quick commerce, also
known as gq-commerce or on-demand delivery, is a
type of e-commerce that can deliver orders in 10 to
30 minutes or less. However, the report added that
despite the downturn in essential categories, niche
markets such as childcare, beauty, and wellness
appear to be less affected. This could point to the fact
that these categories often involve more considered
purchasing decisions, where customers may prefer
to shop in-store or may have less immediate need for
quick delivery services.

On the flip side, g-commerce's expansion into tier 2
and tier 3 regions, as per our research, reveals a
contrasting narrative as non-metro cities' retailers
remain largely unpressured by Q-commerce's entry.
On the other hand, g-commerce's growth in tier 2 and
tier 3 cities tells a different story. Retailers in the
non-metro areas are largely unaffected by q-
commerce.The challenges in these regions include
high delivery costs due to longer distances and
inefficient inventory management caused by
scattered demand, the report added.

The report adds that despite the aggressive expansion
of quick commerce businesses in India, brick-and-
mortar retail remains a robust channel in the tier 2
and tier 3 cities. While several striking findings
emerged in the survey, one that caught PwC's
attention was the continued success of brick-and-
mortar retail in tier 2 and 3 cities.

India To Become World's
3rd-Largest Economy By
2028, Overtaking Germany:
Morgan Stanley

New Delhi. India is set to become the world’s third-
largest economy by 2028, overtaking Germany,
according to areport by global financial services firm
Morgan Stanley. This extraordinary ascent is not by
chance but the result of years of visionary leadership
and bold economic reforms, according to an X post
by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Saturday.

When Prime Minister Narendra Modi took charge, he
set a course for transformation. “Initiatives like
‘Make in India’ and ‘Digital India’ ignited a wave of
industrial innovation, turning villages into
manufacturing hubs and cities into thriving economic
centres,” according to the post.Infrastructure projects
reshaped landscapes, digital revolutions connected
millions, and landmark reforms attracted global
investment. The world has taken notice to this
unprecedented transformation amidst an unstable
global economy.Infrastructure projects reshaped
landscapes, digital revolutions connected millions,
and landmark reforms attracted global investment.
The world has taken notice to this unprecedented
transformation amidst an unstable global
economy.Bharat’s rise is not just about numbers; it’s
about the aspirations of 1.4 billion people coming to
life. A young, ambitious workforce is driving
progress, and every milestone is a testament to the
nation’s relentless spirit,” the party noted.

From tax reforms to financial inclusion, from
renewable energy to cutting-edge technology,
Bharat’s story is one of resilience and ambition. “As
the economy soars, one thing is clear, the future
belongs to Bharat,” said the BJP post.Indian equity
scene looks attractive -- a stock pickers' market -- as
the country is likely gaining share in global output in
the coming decades driven by strong foundational
factors including robust population growth, a
functioning democracy, macro stability influenced
policy, better infrastructure, a rising entrepreneurial
class and improving social outcomes, another
Morgan Stanley report said earlier this week.

New Delhi

Last week,

Meanwhile,

New Delhi. FII selling in India continues

In the debt category FIIs were buyers in

After train hijack, Pakistan suffers
over half a dozen militant attacks

The series of attacks come
shortly after a passenger
train was hijacked in the
restive Balochistan province,
which resulted in the killing
of 31, including soldiers,
railway staff, and civilians

|
New Delhi Pakistan has been rocked by a

series of militant attacks across Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, leaving two
soldiers dead and several security
personnel and civilians injured. The series
of attacks come shortly after a passenger
train was hijacked in the restive
Balochistan province, which resulted in
the killing of 31, including soldiers,
railway staff, and civilians.

On Saturday, the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), the media and public
relations wing of the Pakistan Armed
Forces, stated that security forces
conducted two counterterrorism
operations in Mohmand and Dera
Ismail Khan, killing nine militants.

In Mohmand, Pakistani soldiers |

conducted an intelligence-based
operation and killed seven militants.
However, two soldiers were also killed
during the exchange of fire. The second
encounter in Dera Ismail Khan saw
security forces killing two more
militants.
Police stations under attack in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa
Even as security forces targeted militants
in counterterrorism operations, militant
groups launched a wave of attacks across
Bannu, Lakki Marwat, and Bajaur
districts. Over half a dozen coordinated
attacks on police stations were reported.
The outlawed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) has claimed responsibility for all
these attacks, reported Dawn.
On Saturday morning, militants attacked a
police post in Abbasa Khattak, Kurrum
Par belt, using heavy weapons in an

Mcap of 5 most valued firms declines

attempt to seize the facility. The attack
was repelled by police reinforcements
and armed villagers who joined the
security forces.A separate attack involved

an improvised explosive device (IED)
explosion targeting a police vehicle near
Wanda Begu Khan. The driver was
injured, with some reports suggesting

three policemen sustained
wounds.Militants also launched midnight
attacks on the Dadiwala and Dara Pezu
police stations, using automatic weapons.
In Bannu, militants stormed two police
stations and a police post on Friday night.
They lobbed hand grenades at Ghoriwala

by Rs 93K cr; Infosys, TCS hit hard

The combined market
capitalisation of five of the top-10
most valued firms declined by Rs
93,357.52 crore, with IT giants Infosys
and Tata Consultancy Services taking
the biggest hit, in line with a weak
trend in domestic equities.

the BSE Sensex
benchmark declined 503.67 points
or 0.68 per cent, and the NSE Nifty
fell 155.3 points or 0.69 per
cent.The stock markets were closed
on Friday on the occasion of Holi
festival.

Infosys, Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS),
Hindustan Unilever, State Bank of
India and Reliance Industries saw a
decline in their market valuations.In
contrast, ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank,
ITC, Bajaj Finance and Bharti Airtel
posted gains. The five firms together
added Rs 49,833.62 crore in their
market capitalisation.The market
capitalisation (mcap) of Infosys
dropped by Rs 44,226.62 crore to Rs

in early March, but the intensity of
selling is slowly declining as
valuations are becoming reasonable in
the stock market, according to experts.
This month (up to March 14), Flls
have sold equity for Rs 30,015 crore,
taking the total equity sold in CY 2025
so farto Rs 1,42,616 crore.

March so far. The total buy figure for
debt (general category plus VRR)
stood at Rs 7,029 crore in March to
date, say market watchers. However,
the heightened uncertainty triggered
by the trade war between the US and
other nations is likely to push more
money into safe asset classes like gold
and the dollar, they added.According to
Shridatta Bhandwaldar, Head Equities
at Canara Robeco Mutual Fund, FIIs
have been significant sellers in the
Indian equity market over the past three
months, with outflows amounting to

6,55,820.48 crore.The Mumbai-based
TCS' valuation tumbled by Rs
35,800.98 crore to Rs 12,70,798.97
crore and slipped to the third place
among the country's 10-most valuable

companies chart.

Hindustan Unilever's market valuation
depreciated by Rs 6,567.11 crore to Rs
5,11,235.81 crore.

State Bank of India's mcap decreased by
Rs 4,462.31 crore to Rs 6,49,489.22
crore, and that of Reliance Industries'
went lower by Rs 2,300.50 crore,

Flls Selling Decline In Indian Market,
To Stabilise In Next Quarter: Experts

$15-20 billion. “However, as the initial
shocks subside, we expect FII flows to
at least stabilise in the next quarter and
eventually turn positive over time,” he
mentioned.“For this to happen, though,

our earnings will need to show
substantial improvement from current
levels. We believe that the slowdown in
earnings growth is more cyclical than
structural, noting that a similar trend
was observed in FY23,” he added.

taking its market capitalisation to Rs
16,88,028.20 crore.However, ICICI
Bank's valuation surged by Rs
25,459.16 crore to Rs §,83,202.19
crore.The market valuation of HDFC

Bajaj Finance's valuation climbed

Bank, TCS, Bharti Airtel, ICICI Bank,
Infosys, State Bank of India, Bajaj
Finance, ITC, and Hindustan Unilever.

(Only the headline and picture of this
report may have been reworked by the
Business Standard staff; the rest of the
content is auto-generated from a
syndicated feed.)

Valuations for the Nifty index are
already below its 10-year average for
one-year forward earnings.
Meanwhile, in the last week, the Indian
stock markets remained largely range-

macroeconomic indicators.While the
22,250-22,650 range remains a key
technical zone for the Nifty 50, a
breakout in either direction could
determine the market's trajectory in the
near term, as per market experts.

police station and a police post in Khujari,

while another group fired on Bakkakhel

police station. In Khujari, armed local

residents aided the police, forcing the
militants to retreat. Security forces have
since launched search operations to
track down the attackers. In Bajaur,
gunmen opened fire on the vehicle of a
police officer in Inayat Kallay bazaar,
injuring him and three civilians. The
attack occurred just before Iftar,
minutes after the officer arrived in the
area to oversee security.

Peshawar blast kills militant leader

In Peshawar, Mufti Shakir, the founder of
the banned militant group Lashkar-e-
Islam (LI), was killed in an explosion
outside his seminary in Urmar. Shakir
had previously been expelled from

Khyber and Hangu districts due to his

extremist activities but had recently

resurfaced in the region.

Jaffar Express hijacking

These attacks come in the aftermath of the
Jaffar Express train hijacking in
Balochistan on March 11, where members
of the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA)
sabotaged the railway track, forcing the
train to halt within a tunnel.

FPIs withdraw Rs 30,000
crore from equities in first

fortnight in March

New Delhi Foreign investors continue to pull back

Bank jumped by Rs 12,591.60
crore to Rs 13,05,169.99 crore
and ITC added Rs 10,073.34
crore in its mcap to Rs
5,15,366.68 crore.

by Rs 911.22 crore to Rs
5,21,892.47 crore and that of
Bharti Airtel's mcap rallied by Rs
798.30 crore to Rs 9,31,068.27
crore.Reliance Industries
remained the most valued
company, followed by HDFC

bound, ending slightly lower amid
mixed global cues and investor
caution. The benchmark indices
saw mild corrections as concerns
over global trade policies and
sector-specific sell-offs weighed
on sentiment.Analysts expect
volatility to persist in the
upcoming sessions as investors
track global developments,
particularly economic data
releases from the US Federal
Reserve and domestic

money from the Indian equity market
withdrawing a little over Rs 30,000 crore in the
first fortnight of the month amid escalation in
global trade tensions.

This came following an outflow of Rs 34,574 crore
from equities in February and Rs 78,027 crore in
January. With these, the total outflow by FPIs has
reached Rs 1.42 lakh crore (USD 16.5 billion) in
2025 so far, data with the depositories showed.

According to the data, Foreign Portfolio Investors
(FPIs) offloaded shares worth Rs 30,015 crore
from Indian equities this month (till March 13).

This also marks the 14th consecutive week of net
outflows.The prolonged selling pressure is driven
by a combination of global and domestic factors.

The uncertainty surrounding US trade policies
under President Donald Trump, raising concerns
about a potential tariff-induced recession, has
weighed on global risk appetite, prompting FPIs
to adopt a cautious stance towards emerging
markets like India, Himanshu Srivastava,

Associate Director - Manager Research,
Morningstar Investment, said. Another key factor
driving FPI outflows has been elevated US bond
yields and a strong dollar, which have made
American assets more appealing.

Also, depreciation of the Indian rupee has further
exacerbated this trend, as it erodes returns for
foreign investors.Moreover, V K Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist at Geojit Financial
Services, highlighted that the FPI outflows from
India have been mainly going into Chinese stocks
that have been outperforming other markets in
2025."The recent decline in the dollar index will
limit the fund flows to the US. However, the
heightened uncertainty triggered by the trade war
between the US and other nations is likely to push
more money into safe asset classes like gold and
dollar," he added.On the other hand, they invested
Rs 7,355 crore in debt general limit and withdrew
Rs 325 crore from debt voluntary retention
route.The overall trend indicates a cautious
approach by foreign investors, who scaled back
investments in Indian equities significantly in
2024, withnet inflows of just Rs 427 crore.

SAIL to scale up Rourkela Steel Plant capacity to 9

MT by 2030 at Rs 30,000 crore |

The plant also has a dedicated
mill to manufacture naval grade,
armour grade and quenched and
tempered plates for various
naval and defense applications.

NEW DELHI. State-owned SAIL has

plans to more than double the capacity of
its Rourkela Steel Plant (RSP) to around 9
million tonne per annum at an investment
of Rs 30,000 crore, a move which will
boost supplies to sectors like defence, oil
& gas, and automobiles among
others.Post expansion, which will come
up over an area of 1,200 acre, RSP will
alone contribute around 25 per cent to
SAIL's overall 35 million tonne per
annum (MTPA) production capacity
target by 2030, Alok Verma, Director In-
Charge, RSPtold PTTin an interview.

Located at Rourkela in Odisha, around 320

km from state capital Bhubaneswar, RSP
holds the distinction of being the first
public sector steel plant in India.It was set
up in the 1950s with German

a
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collaboration with an initial capacity of 1
MT.The plant became operational on
February 3, 1959, when the then President
of India Rajendra Prasad lit up the first
blast furnace Parvati.At present, the total
steelmaking capacity of Steel Authority of
India Ltd (SAIL) stands at 20.30 MTPA of
which RSP's contribution is 4.4 MTPA.

Speaking further, the official said RSP's

capacity will be enhanced by 5 MTPA to
9.4 MTPA by 2030."With the expansion,
we aim to garner a sizeable share of the
sectors which we cater to," Verma said
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adding RSP produces plates, hot rolled
(HR) coils, spiral welded and electric
resistance welded pipes, cold rolled non-
oriented (CRNO) which find applications
in areas like ship building, rail wagons,
LPG cylinder, automobiles, oil and gas,
motors, generators, and transformers.

The plant also has a dedicated mill to

manufacture naval grade, armour grade
and quenched and tempered plates for
various naval and defense applications.

Sharing the details, Verma said

approximately 1,200 acres on the south

LIMITED

nvestment

eastern side of the plant will be required
for taking up this mega green field
expansion project to be implemented
with an investment of around Rs 30,000
crore.
As part of expansion, the major facilities
are planned. It includes raw material
handling plant, coke oven stamp charge
battery, sinter plant, thin slab caster-
direct rolling, cold rolling mill, silicon
mill and logistics, he said.Besides, a new
blast furnace and steel melting shop will
be set up.As a prerequisite for this
expansion, a railway line connecting
Dumertra station to RSP is under
construction for smooth movement of
raw materials and finished goods to
strengthen logistics. It will avoid load on
Bondamunda Yard.The second rail
connection work is being executed by
South Eastern Railways on cost deposit
scheme for which the requisite amount
has been deposited to Indian Railways by
RSP.SAIL, under Ministry of Steel, is
among the top three steel manufacturers
in India.Besides RSP, the company has
four other integrated steel units namely
Durgapur Steel Plant (DSP) and Burnpur
Steel Plant in West Bengal, Bhilai Steel
Plant (BSP) in Chhattisgarh and Bokaro
Steel Plant in Jharkhand.




www.thephotonnews.com
Monday, 17 March 2025

NATIONAL

THE PHCTON NEWS

From landfill to promising open ground:
Kerala's Brahmapuram sees transformation

NEW DELHI. “You can even play cricket at
Brahmapuram now,” Kerala Local Self-
government Minister MB Rajesh declared
in a social media post, highlighting the
dramatic transformation of the once waste-
ridden site in Kochi. The Brahmapuram
solid waste plant, previously home to a
towering trash mountain, had long been a
major environmental concern and was the
site of a devastating fire in 2023 that burned
for 12 consecutive days.Rajesh stated that
the government was determined to turn the
Brahmapuram disaster into an opportunity
to make Kerala a clean, waste-free
state. According to the state government, 75
per cent of bio-mining in the waste-filled
areas has been completed, and
approximately 18 acres of land have been
reclaimed. Authorities aim to complete the
process within the coming months. Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, sharing before-
and-after images of the site, stated, “A
comprehensive master plan worth Rs
706.55 crore is under consideration by the
government for the complete development
of this area. With the implementation of this

Traffic mess: Plans afloat to

unclog Delhi-Gurugram NH-
48

NEW DELHI. With daily commuters facing
harrowing time due to massive traffic jams, a
new entry-exit arrangement at four locations on
a carriageway of National Highway-48
connecting Delhi to Gurugram has been
proposed. The National Highway Authority of
India and Delhi Traffic Police have carried out
separate studies and proposed steps to decongest
the crucial stretch for commuters from Delhi to
Gurugram, according to sources. The four
locations are in Mahipalpur, Shiv Murti and two
points at Shankar Vihar.

To decongest the stretch between Gurgaon Road-
Parade Road crossing and Shiv Murti, it has been
proposed that only exit points should be made at
Shankar Vihar and Mahipalpur, officials privy to
the development told this newspaper. The other
two points - Shankar Vihar and Shiv Murti - can
serve as an entry points.Around three lakh
commuters, mostly office-goers, use the NH-48
every day. The commuters say it takes one hour
to cover the 6.9-km stretch during peak hours,
with the bottleneck near Shiv Murti causing
huge problem. The spillover traffic from
Shankar Vihar hits the area near Dhaula Kuan
and also Rao Tula Ram Marg till Vasant
Vihar. There are three main locations on NH-48
where the traffic is particularly bad. For
example, Shankar Vihar doesn’t have separate
entry and exit points, thus choking the stretch
and piling up of vehicles. Now, an exit point has
been planned on the stretch, with an entry point
being ahead. Similar is the situation in
Mahipalpur where there is no separate entry and
exit point. The area is close to the IGI Airport and
dotted with budget hotels. It has now been
suggested that the stretch be made only exit
point. A separate provision has been proposed
near Shiv Murti from where vehicles can enter
the highway.In a written reply to the Lok Sabha,
Union Minister of Road Transport and

plan, the government's |
promise to transform
Brahmapuram into a
beautiful and vibrant place is
being fulfilled.
Brahmapuram will become
a centre of attraction for the
entire country.”

In 2023, Kerala’s commercial
capital, Kochi, faced an air J§
emergency as toxic fumes \
from the Brahmapuram fire
engulfed the city for over 10
days. Residents suffered
severe health problems,
many were forced to leave
their homes, and others
remained indoors to escape
the hazardous air. The crisis
mirrored the isolation of the pandemic, with
deserted streets and disrupted public life.
The incident sparked widespread outrage,

Cochin Corporation directly

monitored the bio-mining

. process, nd the results are

evident.” Rajesh said.

. The state government plans to

- inaugurate Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited’s
compressed biogas plant, which
will have the capacity to treat
150 tonnes of biodegradable
waste daily, by April. “The
construction of the plant is in its
final stage. We are also
planning to approve similar
plants in Thiruvananthapuram
and Kozhikode,” MB Rajesh
told India Today.

The Minister further stated that 20
opposition staging a parallel session inside dumpsites across Kerala have
the House in protest. already been cleared, with work underway

“We said that we would turn this crisisinfoan  at 25 more locations. Expressing
opportunity. We were trolled for saying that  confidence in the progress, he added, “By

with celebrities and prominent figures We would convert Brahmapuram into a  pext year, Kerala will become a state with

expressing their concerns on social media. ~ garden. no dumpsites.” The government’s next

The Kerala legislative assembly also We have crossed the first stage in making that  priority, he said, would be liquid waste

witnessed dramatic scenes, with the  vision a reality. Both the government and  management.

DTC’s cashless ticketing trial
underway at selected depots

NEW DELHI. The Delhi Transport |

Delhi records AQI of 85,
cleanest air in three years for
January-March period

or credit cards for shopping.A total of

NEW DELHI. The national capital recorded an average
Air Quality Index (AQI) of 85 on Saturday, thus falling
in the ‘satisfactory air quality category. This marked the
first time in five years that the city witnessed a day of
‘satisfactory” AQI in the month of March. As per data,
this is also the lowest AQI recorded between January 1
and March 15 in the last three years. The favourable AQI
reading comes a day after parts of Delhi-NCR witnessed
light rainfall, keeping the summer heat at bay.

Meanwhile, the Commission for Air Quality Management
(CAQM) has also revoked actions under Stage I of the
Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) with immediate
effect in the capital and surrounding cities.

According to the India Meterological Department, on
March 16, there is a possibility of very light to light
rainfall in parts of Delhi-NCR. The maximum and
minimum temperatures are likely to be in the range of
30-32°C and 16-18°C respectively.

Meanwhile, Delhi-NCR experienced a shift in weather as
dark clouds covered the sky on Friday evening, Parts of
South Delhi received light rainfall, bringing temporary
relief. The IMD had predicted a partly cloudy sky with a
possibility of isolated light rain over Northwest India in
the coming days.

Centre keen on protecting rights
of consumers from unfair trade:
Union Minister Prahlad Joshi

NEW DELHI. Union Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution Pralhad Joshi said on

Corporation (DTC) is transitioning to
a cashless ticketing system. Taking
inspiration from the Delhi Metro, the
transport corporation is planning to

allow passengers to purchase tickets ,

using the National Common Mobility
Card (NCMC).Currently in its pilot
phase, the initiative offers a 10%
discount on fares for passengers using
the card.

At present, the system has been
implemented on buses operating from
Rajghat and Hasanpur depots. Officials
said that the trial has been successful,
and preparations are underway to
extend the facility to all DTC buses.
The goal is to integrate public transport
under the NCMC system, making
travel smoother and more convenient

for passengers.To facilitate this

transition, DTC has partnered with
Canara Bank to provide a secure
payment gateway. Electronic Ticketing
Machines (ETMs) have been installed
on buses, enabling passengers to pay
for tickets with their Common
Mobility Cards, similar to using debit

345 machines - 100 at Rajghat depot
and 245 at Hasanpur depot - have
been introduced as part of the trial.
Passengers using the NCMC card for
ticket purchases automatically
receive a 10% discount. To spread
awareness, DTC has installed digital
displays inside buses and made
announcements informing passengers
about the benefits of the new system.
In the coming days, sticker ads and
notices will also be placed on buses to
encourage commuters to adopt card-
based payments. According to
officials, the initiative has been well
received by commuters.While the
facility is currently available on limited
routes, officials are optimistic about its
citywide implementation.

India's Hyperloop Tube To Be World's

Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw visited the
Hyperloop testing facility at
IIT Madras on Saturday and
said that the Hyperloop tube,
being developed with the help
of the Indian Institute of
Technology Madras, will soon
be the world's longest tube, ™%
measuring 410 meters in -
length.The 410-meter-long
Hyperloop test tube located at
IIT Chennai is already the
longest Hyperloop test facility
in Asia. Hyperloop is a high-speed train
that runs ina vacuum in a tube.

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on

Sunday in a social media post added,
"Longest Hyperloop tube in Asia (410
m)... soon to be the world's longest."On
March 15, the Union Minister visited
the Hyperloop testing facility at [IT
Madras Discovery Campus and
witnessed a live
demonstration.Speaking to the
journalists, the Minister said that the
entire testing system for Hyperloop

transportation has been developed
using indigenous technologies, and he
congratulated all the young innovators
for this achievement.The Minister
expressed confidence that India will
soon be ready for Hyperloop
transportation, as the Hyperloop
transportation technology, which is
currently under development, has
yielded good resulits in the tests
conducted so far. The Railway Ministry
has been provided financial funding
and technical assistance to the
Hyperloop project, and now, all the

Longest At 410 Metres: Ashwml Vaishnaw

New Delhi.Union

electronics technology for
this Hyperloop project will
be developed at ICF
. Chennai.
The Minister stated that highly
. skilled experts at the ICF
factory have successfully
developed larhe electronics
systems for Vande Bharat
high-speed trains, and the
electronics technology for
this Hyperloop project will
also be developedat ICF.
The Minister congratulated
the young innovators team of IIT
Chennai and the Avishkar organization
for this successful testing.Later, the
Minister visited the IIT Chennai
campus in Guindy, where he inspected
the exhibition organized by the 1T's
Center for Innovation titled Open
House 2025. He interacted with
students and young innovators. During
the interaction, he stated that India will
become a leading country in all sectors
under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Highways Nitin Gadkari had recently said that
the Delhi Traffic Police conducted a survey in
March 2024 in which problem of congestion was
found in 134 locations, primarily due to
construction work by various civic agencies and
encroachment.

467 |AS officers to undergo
training at Mussoorie, 150
set to join on May 5

NEW DELHI. More than 460 officers from state
civil services, who have been promoted to the
Indian Administrative Service, qualify for an
induction training programme (ITP) from May
5 to June 13 at the Lal Bahadur Shastri National
Academy of Administration (LBSNAA) in
Mussoorie.

“This is a one-time opportunity for those officers

who have been inducted into IAS to undergo
this training,” the department of personnel and
training said in a communication to the chief
secretaries of the states and UTs. Of the 467
officers eligible for training, 150 are set to join
the programme at LBSNAA from May
5.According to officials, the 127th round of ITP
will be conducted for 150 officers from states
and UTs selected on a first-come, first-served
basis. Striking a caution, the department said,
“In some of the previous cohorts, the officers
nominated by state governments did not attend
the training and sought exemption on various
grounds at the last moment. It may kindly be
taken into consideration that nomination once
made and accepted cannot be withdrawn later.”

The department has urged the chief secretaries to
ensure that the nominated officers are relieved
in time so that they can participate in the
training.

Saturday that the Centre is committed to protecting
consumers’ rights from unfair trade practices and
promoting sustainable consumption.“Government’s
initiatives, including eco-labelling programs, protection
against unfair trade practices in the e-commerce sector,
strengthening the regulatory framework against
greenwashing, and establishing consumer grievance
platforms, are empowering consumers,” Joshi said
during an event, called *A Just Transition to Sustainable
Lifestyles’, on the World Consumer Rights Day
(WCRD).

Quoting Prime Minister Narendra Modi, he said the
Centre has been fostering sustainability through
responsible consumer policies.”Our PM Modi’s policy
is not only focusing on consumer protection but also
consumer prosperity,” the minister said.“Fostering
sustainability has been part of Indian culture since
ancient times and formed the core of our
administration,” he said.Joshi recognised the efforts of
departments and the Central Consumers Protection
Authority in protecting consumers’ rights by enacting
rules and guidelines and promoting sustainability in
consumption.

“The department of consumer affairs and CCPA have
issued a number of guidelines to prevent misleading
advertisements, dark patterns, greenwashing, and
misleading advertisements in the coaching sector,” said
Joshi. He underlined the government’s initiatives like E-
Daakhil, where consumers register land online.

Minister of State for Consumer Affairs BL Verma said
policies and regulatory frameworks are protecting the
rights of the consumers. Nidhi Khare, secretary of the
consumer affairs department, said a third version of the
national consumer helpline (NCH 3.0) will be launched
to reduce the time it takes to resolve complaints.

SC to hear suo motu case on Lokpal's order allowing
complaints against smlng H( |udges on Tuesday

order passed by the jES
Lokpal.While hearing the /S
matter on February 20, the apex §
court stayed the Lokpal order, KaEaEs
saying it was "something very, B
very disturbing" and concerned
the independence of the
Jjudiciary.

The top court had issued notice
and sought responses from the
Centre, the Lokpal registrar and
the person who filed complaints [l
against a sitting high court
judge.Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, had said a high court judge
would never fall within the ambit of the
Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act,

2013.Dealing with Lokpal's order on two

specific complaints against the sitting
high court judge. the apex court had
issued an injunction to prevent the
complainant from disclosing the name of
the judge and directed him to keep the
complaint confidential. The Lokpal
passed the order on two complaints filed
against a sitting additional judge of the

Justice of India for his kind
consideration."Awaiting the
guidance of the Chief Justice of
India, consideration of these
complaints, for the time being, is
deferred until four weeks from
today, keeping in mind the
statutory time frame to dispose of
the complaint in terms of Section
20 (4) of the Act of 2013," said
the Lokpal bench headed by
Justice A M Khanwilkar on
January 27.The Lokpal added,
"We make it amply clear that by
this order we have decided a
singular issue finally—as to whether the
judges of the high court established by an
Act of Parliament come within the ambit
of Section 14 of the Act of 2013, in the
affirmative. No more and no less. In that,
we have not looked into or examined the
merits of the allegations at all."The order
noted it would be "too naive" to argue that
a high court judge would not come within
the ambit of expression "any person" in
clause (f) of section 14 (1) of the 2013
Act.

While hearing the matter
on February 20, the
apex court stayed the
Lokpal order, saying it
was "something very,
very disturbing" and
concerned the

independence of the
judiciary.
—
NEW DELHI. The Supreme Court is
scheduled to hear on March 18 a suo motu
proceeding in which it had stayed the
Lokpal's order on entertaining
complaints against sitting high court
judges.A three-judge bench comprising
Justices B R Gavai, Surya Kant, and
Abhay S Oka is slated to hear the matter.

The top court is dealing with a suo motu
proceeding initiated over the January 27

high court. The complaints alleged that he
influenced an additional district judge in
the state and a judge of the same high
court slated to deal with a suit filed
against the complainant by a private
company to favour the firm.The private
company, it was alleged, was ecarlier a
client of the high court judge in question
while he was practising as an advocate at
the Bar.In its order, the Lokpal directed
the complaints and relevant materials
received in its registry in two matters to
be forwarded to the office of the Chief
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Elon Musk reacts after man

paints Swastika on Tesla
Cybertruck: Crazy people

World. A man was arrested for defacing a Tesla
Cybertruck by painting a Swastika on it in New York.
Tesla owner Elon Musk reacted to the incident and
called the accused *“‘crazy”.The incident, which
happened on Thursday, is the third documented
attack on a Cyberiruck in New York City in recent
days.

Michael Lewis, 42, was in his Subaru car when he saw
the electric Tesla truck parked on Washington
Avenue. He got out of his car and defaced the car by
scribbling a swastika on it, reported by the New York
Times.Michael then went back to his car and tried to
speed off when the Cybertruck’s owner, Avi Ben
Hamo, who watched the attack from the sidewalk
across the street, stood in front of the car to block his
getaway.Michael then ditched his car in the bike lane
and ran.However, he was back within 90 minutes to
retrieve his Subaru where he was arrested by the
Ccops.

ELONMUSK’S RESPONSE

Tesla chief Elon Musk reacted to the incident and took
a dig at the suspect’s ride Subaru. Subaru is a
Japanese car manufacturer.“Crazy people. Naturally,
he drives a Subaru,” Musk posted on X reacting to
the news.Tesla vehicles, dealerships, charging
stations and their owners have found themselves the
target of coordinated attacks by left-wing groups
since Musk’s new Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE) began cuiting government
spending.His strict approach, targeting institutions
like the National Weather Service, the Department of
Education, and the Social Security Administration,

At least 51 killed in North
Macedonia nightclub fire:
Report

World. A devastating fire at the Pulse nightclub in
Kocani, North Macedonia, has reportedly claimed the
lives of at least 51 people, according to the state news
agency, which cited the interior ministry. The blaze
erupted in the early hours of Sunday in the town,
located about 100 km east of the capital,
Skopje.Videos circulating on social media capture
the nightclub engulfed in flames, with thick smoke
rising into the night sky.

While local media speculate that as many as 50 people
may have died and many others sustained injuries,
officials have yet to confirm the exact toll.Reports
suggest that the fire broke out around 02:00 GMT
during a live performance by ADN, a well-known
hip-hop duo in North Macedonia.With an estimated
1,500 people attending the concert, the venue

remained ablaze for hours after the initial
outbreak.Preliminary accounts indicate that
pyrotechnic effects used during the show might have
triggered the fire.Footage appears to show sparks
from the stage igniting the ceiling, with the flames
rapidly spreading throughout the club. Authorities are
expected to conduct a thorough investigation into the
incident.

How did Starbucks end up
paying $50 million over tea
burn incident

UPDATED: A delivery driver has won $50 million in a
lawsuit after being seriously burned when a Starbucks
drink spilled in his lap at a California drive-through,
court records show.A Los Angeles County jury found
Friday for Michael Garcia, who underwent skin grafts
and other procedures on his genitals after a venti-sized
tea drink spilled instants after he collected it on Feb. 8,
2020. He has suffered permanent and life-changing
disfigurement, according to his attorneys.

Garcia’s negligence lawsuit blamed his injuries on
Starbucks, saying that an employee didn’t wedge the
scalding-hot tea firmly enough into a takeout
tray."This jury verdict is a critical step in holding
Starbucks accountable for flagrant disregard for
customer safety and failure to accept responsibility,”

one of Garcia’s attorneys, Nick Rowley, said in a
statement.Starbucks said it sympathized with Garcia
but planned to appeal.“We disagree with the jury’s
decision that we were at fault for this incident and
believe the damages awarded to be excessive,” the
Seattle-based coffee giant said in a statement, adding
that it was “committed to the highest safety standards™
in handling hot drinks.U.S. eateries have faced
lawsuits before over customer burns.In one famous
1990s case, a New Mexico jury awarded a woman
nearly $3 million in damages for burns she suffered
while trying to pry the lid off a cup of coffee at a
McDonald’s drive-through. A judge later reduced the
award, and the case ultimately was settled for an
undisclosed sum under $600,000.
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Tornadoes rip through US leaving 27
dead; Missouri, Texas, Kansas hit hardest

Washington At least 27 people died and
dozens more injured on Saturday when
tornadoes and violent storms swept across
the central United States, officials
said.Local news footage showed roofs torn
off homes and large trucks overturned, as
forecasters warned of more tornadoes over
the weekend. Eight people died in Kansas
in a crash involving more than 50 vehicles,
caused by low visibility during a "severe
dust storm," local police reported.The
Missouri State Highway Patrol confirmed
12 storm-related fatalities and shared
images of boats piled on top of one another
at a marina destroyed by the weather. State
police also reported downed trees and
power lines, as well as extensive damage to
buildings, with some areas severely
impacted by "tornadoes, thunderstorms,
and large hail."It was the scariest thing I've
ever been through. It was so fast, our ears
were all about to burst," Alicia Wilson, who
was evacuated from her home in Missouri,
told TV station KSDK.

Six fatalities were reported in Missouri's
Wayne County, three in Ozark
Countywhere multiple injuries were also
reportedand one each in Butler, Jefferson,
and St. Louis counties, police said. Further
south in Texas, local authorities told AFP
that four people had died in vehicle
accidents linked to dust storms and fires
that reduced visibility on the roads.In the

neighbouring state of Arkansas. officials
said three people had died and 29 had been
injured in the storm.Governor Sarah
Huckabee Sanders declared a state of
emergency in response and said she had
spoken with President Donald Trump.

"He said to tell the people of Arkansas he
loves them, and he and his administration
are here to help with whatever we need

following last night's tornadoes," Sanders
wrote on X.At least 200,000 homes and
businesses across the central United States
were without power by Saturday evening,
according to tracking site poweroutage.us.

More tornadoes were forecast on Saturday in
the central Gulf Coast states, including
Mississippi and Tennessee."Numerous
significant tornadoes, some of which may
be long-track and potentially violent,
should continue into this evening," the
National Weather Service stated.

Tornadoes are spinning columns of air that
touch the ground from massive
cumulonimbus thunderstorm clouds. The
central and southern American states of
Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas experience
the most violent ones due to unique
geographical and meteorological
conditions. WashingtonDubbed "Tornado
Alley," this region is where winds of widely
varying temperatures meet in volatile,
potent storm clouds, with most storms
occurring from May to June,

Federal judge blocks Trump's deportation
of alleged Venezuelan gang members

UPDATED A federal judge on Saturday
temporarily blocked any deportations
that would occur under President
Donald Trump's invocation of a little-
used wartime law to expedite the
expulsion of alleged members of the
Venezuelan gang Tren de
Aragua. Trump invoked earlier in the
day the Alien Enemies Act of 1798
against the group saying the country
was facing an "invasion" from a
criminal organisation that has been
linked to kidnapping, extortion,
organised crime and contract
killings.Hours afterwards, Judge
James Boasberg issued a temporary
restraining order for 14 days.
Boasberg said the act "does not
provide a basis for the president's
proclamation, given that the terms
invasion, predatory incursion really
relate to hostile acts perpetrated by any
nation and commensurate to war".In
invoking the act, Trump said members
of the gang were "conducting irregular
warfare and undertaking hostile
actions against the United States" with
the goal of destabilising the nation. The
act, which has only been used in times
of war, could allow the president to

bypass the due process rights of
migrants categorised as threats and
rapidly deport them.While the
proclamation was released by the
White House on Saturday, the wording
suggests Trump signed it on Friday.

"This proclamation is as lawless as
anything the Trump administration has
done," Lee Gelernt, a lawyer with the
American Civil Liberties Union, who
argued for the order in a hearing on

Saturday, told Reuters in
interview."We are on very dangerous
ground when the administration is
going to try to use wartime authority,
when we're at peace, for immigration
purposes or any other-non military

an

purpose."Under
proclamation, all Venezuelan citizens
14 years of age or older who are
determined to be members of the gang,
are within
naturalised or lawful permanent

Trump's

the US, and are not
residents of the country are
"liable to be apprehended,
restrained, secured, and
removed as Alien
Enemies."The Alien Enemies
Act is best known for its use to
justify internment camps for
people of Japanese, German
and Italian descent during
World War Two.

Civil rights groups and some
Democrats have criticised the
idea of reviving it to fuel mass

deportations and the move will likely
trigger legal challenges.

The Trump administration in February
designated Tren de Aragua, the Sinaloa
Cartel and six other criminal groups as
global terrorist organisations.

Saturday's directive said that Tren de
Aragua "has engaged in and continues
to engage in mass illegal migration to
the United States to further its
objectives of harming United States

This giant shark is heading to Florida's
beaches—Should you be worried

World. Thousand college students are
getting ready to make their way to
Florida beaches for spring break.
Scientists are also monitoring a
colossal great white shark
making its way south.
Contender, the shark, is an
enormous 1,653-pound creature,
traveling down the
coast.Contender is a massive 13
feet, 9 inches in length. The
shark was tagged by OCEARCH
in January when it swam into the
Florida-Georgia border.
Contender has been migrating

south on the coast since then. As

of Thursday, Contender was

only a few miles off Sebastian, Florida.
It is the largest shark ever tracked by
OCEARCH.OCEARCH chief'scientist
Dr. Harley Newton described why it's
so important to monitor sharks such as

Contender to learn about their breeding
habits and migration. The shark carries
a unique tag that will yield real-time

information for approximately five
years, Fox news reported.

Another shark headed south

Contender is not alone in the southbound
migration. Another great white shark,

that

Dold, weighing 761 pounds and 11 feet
in length, is also migrating. Dold was
most recently spotted near Hobe

Sound, some 100 miles in
front of Contender. Dold 1s
named after Dr.

SeaWorld, an ocean
conservationist.
Monitoring sharks such as
Dold and Contender yields
significant information on

their behavior and
migration patterns.
While these massive

predators travel along the
coast, experts emphasize
shark encounters are very

uncommon. During 2024, there were
just 47 reported shark bites across the
globe, and one death in the U.S.
Scientists assure people that sharks do

Christopher Dold of

Who was Abu Qatal, LeT
mastermind behind Rajouri
attack killed in Pakistan

World. Lashkar-e-Taiba’s most wanted terrorist, Abu
Qatal, was murdered in Pakistan on Saturday night. A
key operative of the terror outfit, Qatal had been
instrumental in planning and executing multiple
attacks in Jammu and Kashmir, making him a prime
target for security agencies.Abu Qatal, whose real
name is Zia-ur-Rehman, was travelling with his
security guard in the Jhelum area around 7 pm when
unknown attackers opened fire. The assailants fired 15
to 20 rounds, killing Abu Qatal and one of his security
guards on the spot.

He was a close aide of Hafiz Saced, the mastermind
behind the 26/11 Mumbai attacks, and played a pivotal
role in orchestrating terror strikes in India.

The 43-year-old Zia-ur-Rehman was the main handler of
LeT involved in the planning of various terrorist
attacks in Jammu and Kashmir’s Poonch-Rajouri
region. He along with Saifullah Sajid Jutt was the main
handler of terrorists of Laskhkar-e-Taiba operating in
the region. He was in-charge of Khuiratta Dett of LeT
located in Kotli Dist of Pakistan occupied J&K.

ABU QATAL WAS MASTERMIND BEHIND
REASIBUSATTACK, 2023 RAJOURIATTACKS

According to the dossier accessed exclusively by India
Today, Abu Qatal was the main link between LeT
cadre and operators in Pak occupied J&K and Sindh
Province of Pakistan. Abu Qatal had infiltrated into the
Jammu region in early 2000, and exfiltrated in the year
2005.

Among the most heinous attacks linked to him was the
June 9, 2024 assault on a bus carrying pilgrims
returning from the Shiv Khori temple in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Reasi district. The attack, executed under
his leadership, left nine people dead, including seven
pilgrims. and injured 41 others.

His involvement in terror activities extended beyond
Reasi. The National Investigation Agency (NIA) had
named him in its chargesheet for the deadly 2023
Rajouri attacks.On January | that year, terrorists
targeted civilians in Rajouri’s Dhangri village,
followed by an IED blast the next day, killing seven
people, including two children. The attack sent
shockwaves across the region, and investigations
revealed that Qatal was one of the key masterminds
behind the operation.

According to NIA findings, Qatal, along with two other
Pakistan-based Lashkar handlers, played a crucial role
in recruiting and dispatching terrorists to target
civilians, particularly those from the minority
community, as well as security personnel in Jammu
and Kashmir.His influence extended beyond direct
attacks, as he was also responsible for forming proxy
terror outfits such as the People’s Anti-Fascist Force
(PAFF) and The Resistance Force (TRF). These
groups were used as fronts for Lashkar-e-Taiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammed, allowing them to claim
responsibility for attacks while maintaining a degree
of plausible deniability.

Rome sees huge Pro-Europe march as
EU rearmament plans spark debate

«Thousands rally in Rome for
pro-Europe demonstration.

«Initiative launched by
journalist Michele Serra in
February.

«Protest responds to U.S.-
Europe tensions over
Ukraine and tariffs.

UPDATED. Tens of thousands of Italians
joined a pro-Europe rally in Rome’s city
center Saturday, waving blue European
Union flags in a sign of support and unity as
a European push for rearmament divides
the country.The initiative, supported by
most of the center-left opposition parties,

despite their different positions, was
launched by Italian journalist Michele
Serra at the end of February, with an
editorial in the [talian daily La
Repubblica titled: “Let’s say something
European.”™ wanted to organize a large
demonstration of citizens supporting
Europe, its unity and its freedom, with no
party flags, only European flags,” Serra
said, launching the slogan: “Here we
make Europe, on response to U.S. r we
die.”The initiative was born iPresident
Donald Trump ’s destabilizing policies,
which created an unprecedented rift
between Europe and the U.S., strained
over the war in Ukraine and an ongoing
tariff battle.Italian Premier Giorgia
Meloni has reluctantly backed an EU plan
to rearm Europe over concerns that the
proposal by European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen might
weigh on Italy’s giant debt, diverting
much-needed funds to weapons
spending.The EU plan aims to generate

reunited Italians on different sides and
voting for opposite parties “in the name of
democracy.”*We are here to defend
freedom and democracy,” said Daniela
Condotto, one of the demonstrators.
“These are concepts that we got used to
over 80 years, but in reality they need to
be defended, we cannot take them as a
given.”Right-wing government parties
snubbed the demonstration, standing
behind Meloni, who has been struggling
in her attempt to play a mediating role

around 800 billion euros over the next four
years, the bulk of which will come from
member states increasing their national

spending on defense and
security.Internally. Meloni openly
criticized the project, rejecting the term
“rearm” as misleading and encouraged
European partners to focus instead on
common defense and security.Organizers
said Saturday that the pro-Europe rally,
which filled Rome’s central Piazza del
Popolo with at least 30,000 people,

between Trump and the EU.“There must be
support for Europe, but with concrete
reforms, not symbolic events,” said
Antonio Tajani, foreign minister and vice
premier ahead of Saturday’s rally.Vice
Premier Matteo Salvini, leader of the
eurosceptic League’s party, was openly
critical. “While some people demonstrate
with flags, we work to change this Europe,
which crushes workers, farmers and
entrepreneurs with its absurd rules,” he
said.
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Indian Wells: Carlos

Alcaraz's three-peat
dream crashes in semis
against Jack Draper

Carlos Alcaraz crashed out of the Indian
Wells Masters after losing in three sets to
Britain’s Jack Draper in the semi-final on
Saturday, March 15. The Spaniard won the
title in 2023 and 2024, but failed to keep his
dreams of a three-peat in the California
desertalive.

Draper won the match 6-1, 0-6, 6-4 to snap
Alcaraz’s 16-match winning streak at the
Indian Wells. The 23-year-old also became
only the third player after Andy Murray
and Rafael Nadal to have beaten Alcaraz at
this event. Nadal was the last to beat
Alcaraz in 2022.Carlos Alcaraz was
flat’ Alcaraz came into the semis after not
dropping a single set, but Draper put
pressure on him throughout. Although he
put his best foot forward in the second set,
he was unable to hold his nerves in the
third.After the match, Draper said that
Alcaraz looked off-colour throughout and

wasn't near his brutal best. "It was a strange
match. You know, honestly Carlos came
out, he was a bit flat, I sensed that,” Draper
was quoted as saying.“Against top players
in the world, they can change their
momentum very quickly so I just got lost
out there for 25 minutes and then in the
third, I came out, I was really proud of my
competitiveness, my attitude and somehow
managed to get over the line there in the
end,” Draper added.With this victory,
Draper will break into the top 10 of the ATP
rankings for the first time in his career. He
could even rise to as high as No.7 in the
rankings if he beats Holger Rune in the
final of the tournament.

Rune made his way through to the final after
beating fifth seed Daniil Medvedev 7-5, 6-
4. Rune has returned to a final after losing
seven semi-final clashes on the trot.

Man City stumble, Forest soar

in Champions League chase

MANCHESTER. Manchester City failed to
ease fears of missing out on next season's
Champions League after twice blowing the
lead to draw 2-2 against Brighton, while
third-placed Nottingham Forest thrashed
Ipswich 4-2 on Saturday.Erling Haaland and
Omar Marmoush put City in front, but high-
flying Brighton extended their unbeaten run
to seven games thanks to Pervis Estupinan's
free-kick and an Abdukodir Khusanov own
goal.City boss Pep Guardiola said on Friday
that just qualifying for the Champions
League would be a "big success" after a
difficult season for a side used to lifting the
league title. The English champions' early exit
from Europe's top competition to Real
Madrid had at least ensured a full week's
preparation for Guardiola's men to bounce
back from last weekend's dismal 1-0 defeat at

Forest.Marmoush was restored to the starting
line-up and proved to be City's brightest spark
going forward.The Egyptian won the penalty
from which Haaland opened the scoring with
his 29th goal of the season.City's lead lasted
only 10 minutes as Estupinan curled a free-
kick in off the post past the leaden-footed
Stefan Ortega in the City goal.

Marmoush blasted City back in front from long
range before half-time.Brighton, though,
took just three minutes into the second half to
level again when Jack Hinshelwood's shot
was turned into his own net by Khusanov.

Nico Gonzalez hit the post as City pushed in
vain for a winner.A top-five Premier League
finish will almost certainly secure a
Champions League place this season thanks
to English clubs' strong performances in
European competition.A point leaves City
still in fifth, just one point ahead of Brighton
in seventh."I'm always confident, in that I am
amaster. [ do have moments when I can doubt
but I find the right way, the positiveness in
everything," said Guardiola."T know it will be
difficult for many reasons but we have nine
games, nine finals."

NZ vs PAK: New-look Pakistan
hammered in T20I s

«New Zealand beat
Pakistan by 9 wickets

«New Zealand chased

down 92 in 10.1 overs

«New Zealand took a 1-0

lead in the 5-match series
S —

New Delhi. New Zealand stormed to a 1-0
series lead over Pakistan with a
dominating nine-wicket win in the
opening game on Sunday, March 16 at the
Hagley Oval in Christchurch. It was also
their biggest T201 win over Pakistan (by
balls remaining) as they won with 59 balls
to spare.Their previous biggest victory
came in 2018 at the Westpac Stadium in
Wellington when they chased down 106
with 25 balls left in their innings. After
bowling Pakistan out for 91 in 18.4 overs,
it took the Black Caps only 10.1 overs to
romp past the finish line.Pakistan fielded

B

three debutants:

Hasan Nawaz,
Mohammad Ali and Abdul Samad, but
none of them could make an impact.

After being asked to bat first, Pakistan found
themselves tottering at 11 for four in 4.4
overs. Both their openers, Mohammad

-

WA

Haris and Nawaz, couldn’t open their
accounts. Skipper Salman Agha and
Khushdil Shah injected momentum into
the innings with a 46-run stand for the fifth
wicket.Khushdil smacked three sixes in
his 32-run knock off 30 balls before Jacob

Mumbai Indians win WPL crown after
Harman special, Delhi crumble once again

New Delhi. Harmanpreet Kaur starred with a
stunning 66-run knock in the final of the
Women's Premier League, guiding the
Mumbai Indians to their second title in three
years. MI beat Delhi Capitals by 8 runs at the
Brabourne Stadium on Saturday, March 15,
as Meg Lanning's side once again faltered
under pressureMeg Lanning's side, who
reached the final directly for the third time in
three seasons, failed to chase down 150
runs against the tall bowling order of
Mumbai. Nat Sciver-Brunt, the Orange
Cap holder of the season, weaved magic
with her cutters, as DC crumbled under
pressure once again.Bar Marizanne Kapp's
fighting 40 off 26 balls, none of the batters
showed up for Delhi in the final. Meg
Lanning, Shafali Verma, Jess Jonassen,
Jemimah Rodrigues, and Annabel
Sutherland, an enviable line-up in any part
of the world - fell to soft dismissals after
being consistently put under pressure by the
Mumbai bowlers.

It was perhaps the loss of momentum that
made DC batters look lacklustre in the final.
They had last batted on 7 March, exactly a

week back, which might have worked
against them. But one cannot take anything
away from Mumbai, who once again won it
the hard way, playing 4 matches over the last
week. After failing to reach the finals
directly due to their loss against RCB in the
last group stage game of the tournament, MI
put up brilliant performances against
Gujarat Giants and Delhi in a space of 3 days

to clinch the WPL title.The final was not an
easy game for MI though. Mumbai were
down and out, at least in the first half of the
game, when things simply seemed to go
Delhi's way. With Marizanne Kapp bowling
rockets, and exceptional catches being taken

on the field, it seemed that this was going to
be Delhi's night, finally.

But it was not to be after the Capitals' batting

order failed to back up the team's bowling
unit in the second innings, crumbling down
to 83/6 by the 13h over of the game. If not for
Kapp's 40 off 26, Delhi would have faced a
bigger defeat today.

WPL2025: Full Coverage

WPL Final: Harmanpreet to the Rescue
Earlier in the first innings, Mumbai Indians
only had Harmanpreet Kaur to thank for
their winning total of 149 runs. After
Yastika Bhatia and Hayley Matthews
flunked with the bat once again, not only
did the MI captain see off the pressure,
but she also launched an elite
counterattack to get the team back on
track. When Harman came into th crease,
she had to deal with a lot. Not only did MI
score their second-lowest runs in the
powerplay this season, they had also lost two
of their batters. However, Harmanpreet
stayed focused and added 89 runs off 62
balls with Nat Sciver-Brunt to stabilise the
innings.

Reijnders saves Milan as Dele Alli sent off on Como debut

ROME. Tijjani Reijnders saved AC Milan's
skin in Saturday's 2-1 win against Serie A
upstarts Como, who gave Dele Alli his debut
from the bench only for the former England
international to be sent off moments later.

Netherlands midfielder Reijnders struck in the
76th minute after a brilliant Tammy
Abraham pass as Milan came from behind to
placate angry home fans and move up to
seventh in Italy's top flight.Sergio
Conceicao's side are three points from the
European places in large thanks to Reijnders
who also slipped in Christian Pulisic to level
the scores seven minutes after the break.

The 26-year-old also hit the bar shortly before
rolling home his 13th goal of the season in all
competitions, and went close to netting again
with five minutes remaining.

"I always try my best for the team, to be
important with goals and assists. Luckily
today I could do it for the team," Reijnders
told DAZN.Reijnders' performance saved
his teammates from a severe barracking at
the end of the match as they were loudly
booed and whistled off the pitch at half-time
with Milan trailing to Lucas Da Cunha's

33rd-minute strike.Regardless supporters
continued to demand that owners, US
investment firm RedBird, sell the club as
they have at all recent matches, irritated by

inconsistent displays below their lofty
expectations."That's something that this
season we are suffering from. I don't think
it's the sharpness but we make personal
mistakes and those things can happen,"
Reijnders added."We have to keep
improving as I've said multiple times this
season."AC Milan's Tijjani Reijnders,
second from right, wit teammates celebrates

after scoring his side's second goal during
the Italian Serie A football match between
AC Milan and Como at the San Siro Stadium
in Milan, Italy.Defeat was harsh on Como
who performed well on one of football's
biggest stages and stay safely nestled in
13th place, seven points above the
relegation zone.Da Cunha was also
unlucky not to double Como's lead
moments before Pulisic's leveller as his
goal was ruled out for arazor-thin offside.
"I think we played incredibly well... if  have
to lose, let me lose like that because it's so
enjoyable to see players play like that," said
Como coach Cesc Fabregas.The evening
ended in the worst possible way for the
lakeside club when late substitute Dele,
who is trying to revive his career after a
troubled few years since leaving Tottenham
Hotspur, was shown a straight red card in the
final minute for a rash challenge on Ruben
Loftus-Cheek.Fabregas also saw red for
dissent shortly afterwards as Como make the
short trip back from Milan with nothing from
another creditable display against more
illustrious opposition.
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Duffy accounted for his wicket. Duffy
was outstanding after he finished with
figures of 3.4-0-14-4. Kyle Jamieson was
unplayable as well after he took three
early wickets for only eight runs in four
overs.

New Zealand romp home

The run-chase was always going to be
straightforward, and it didn’t turn out any
different. Tim Seifert and Finn Allen put
on 53 runs for the opening wicket off 5.5
overs to take the home team off to a
clinical start in the powerplay.Also Read:
NZ vs PAK: Pakistan slump to their
lowest T20I total vs New Zealand in
Christchurch

After not being able to make early inroads
into the opposition batting, it was always
going to be tough for Pakistan to make a
comeback. Abrar Ahmed was the only
wicket-taker for Pakistan after he
dismissed Seifert, who made 44 runs off
29 balls.

Allen stayed not out on 29 off 17 while Tim

Robinson scored an unbeaten 18. Pakistan
have plenty of thinking to do before the
second T20I on Tuesday, March 18 at the
University Oval in Dunedin.

NZ vs PAK: Pakistan slump to

their lowest T201 total vs
New Zealand in(hris’rchurch

New Delhi. Pakistan recorded their lowest T201
total against New Zealand in the first game of
the five-match T20I series at the Hagley Oval
in Christchurch. On Sunday, March 16,
Salman Ali Agha’s men were bowled out for
91in 18.4 overs after being asked to bat first.

It was also the first time Pakistan were bowled
out for a score of under 100 against the Kiwis
in the history of T20Is. Their previous lowest
score against the Black Caps was 101 back in
January 2016 at the Westpac Stadium in
Wellington.

Pakistan’s lowest score in T20Is vs New
Zealand

91 - Hagley Oval, Christchurch, 2025

101 - Westpac Stadium, Wellington, 2016

105 - Westpac Stadium, Wellington, 2018

127 - Dubai International Cricket Stadium,
2014

Duffy, Jamieson rattle Pakistan

Pakistan got off to a horrendous start after
Mohammad Haris and debutant Hasan Nawaz
failed to open their accounts. They slumped
further as Irfan Khan and Shadab Khan
perished to leave the visitors reeling at 11 for
four in 4.4 overs. Kyle Jamieson breathed fire
and got the wickets of Haris, Irfan and Shadab
to finish with figures of4-1-8-3.

After the early wickets, skipper Salman Ali
Agha and Khushdil Shah restored sanity to
proceedings with a partnership of 46 runs for
the fifth wicket. At the half-way mark,
Pakistan found themselves at 42 for four with
the need to accelerate big time in the death
overs.Salman looked good in his 18-run
knock off 20 balls before leg-spinner Ish
Sodhi accounted for his wicket. Khushdil, on
the other hand, was the standout batter for
Pakistan after scoring 32 runs off 30 balls,
laced with three sixes.

Sodhi also got the wicket of Abdul Samad, one
of the other debutants to finish with figures of
4-0-27-2. Fast bowler Jacob Duffy also
bowled brilliantly after finishing with figures
0f3.4-0-14-4.

Virat Kohli on BCCl's family restriction
rule: Don't want to sit alone and sulk

«Virat Kohli said that the
presence of families on tours
helps cricketers take
responsibility for their game in
a better way when they are
going through tough times. Kohli
was a part of India's Champions
Trophy-winning squad.

New Delhi. Veteran Indian batter Virat Kohli

opened up BCCI’s new rule on restricting
families while players are on tour. The 36-
year-old, who recently helped India win the
Champions Trophy title for the third time
after 2002 and 2013, said that families have a

big role to play when players go through
rough patches on tours.Following India's 1-3
loss in the Test series against Australia earlier
this year, the Indian cricket board
implemented a new policy. It stated that
players' partners and children would only be
allowed to join them on tours lasting more
than 45 days after the first two weeks, with
their stay limited to 14 days."It's very
difficult to explain to people how grounding
it is to just come back to your family every
time you have something which is intense,
which happens on the outside," Kohli said at
the Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB)
Innovation Lab Indian Sports Summit before
IPL 2025, as quoted by was quoted by
ESPNcricinfo."I don't think people have an
understanding of what value it brings to a
large extent. And I feel quite disappointed
about that because it's like people who have
no control over what's going on are kind of

brought into conversations and put out at the
forefront that, 'oh, maybe they need to be
keptaway',” Kohli said.

‘Want to be able to be normal’

Kohli, who recently became the fastest batter

to the landmark of 14000 runs in ODIs
breaking Sachin Tendulkar’s record, said
that the presence of families on tours helps
players take responsibility for their game in a
better way."If you ask any player, do you
want your family to be around you all the
time? You'll be like, yes. I don't want to go to

my room and just sit alone and sulk. I want to
be able to be normal. And then you can really
treat your game as something that is a
responsibility. You finish that responsibility,
and you come back to life,” Kohli added.

Recently, when India played in the Champions
Trophy, Kohli’s wife Anushka Sharma was
seen cheering for her husband from the
stands. After India lifted the title in Dubai
with a four-wicket win in the final against
New Zealand, Kohli celebrated with
Anushka as their moments of camaraderie
also went viral on social media.

Indian captain Rohit Sharma’s wife Ritika
Sajdeh and their daughter Samaira were also
seen during the Champions Trophy. Kohli
was amongst India’s standout batters in the
tournament, having played a couple of
crucial knocks, a century against Pakistan in
Dubai followed by an 84-run knock against
Australia in the semi-final.
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Kharbanda

And Pulkit Samrat Celebrate

First Wedding Anniversary
With A Magical Video

B ollywood couple Kriti Kharbanda and Pulkit Samrat marked their first

wedding anniversary on March 15. They tied the knot last year, and

since then, life has been “nothing short of a party!" The Shaadi Mein
Zaroor Aana actress took to Instagram to share a heartfelt post for the
occasion,

Kriti offered a glimpse into their memorable wedding, sharing joyful moments
of their love and celebration. Posting a beautiful video on social
media, she added an emotional caption: “Our wedding was
emo, but life since then has been nothing short of a party!
Happy one tous!™

The video has touched fans, bringing back nostalgic
memories of the couple’s wedding. Admirers flooded the
comments with love. One fan wrote, “Happy 1st to this
beautiful wup[c,' Wishing you both love and

together
ness s
forever."
Another
commented,
Happy
anniversary to you
both! May you

always be together
through thick and thin,
Kriti Kharbanda and
Pulkit Samrat."

Kriti and Pulkit married in a
private ceremony in Manesar,
Haryana. Their wedding was elegant
yet intimate. Kriti looked stunning in a
custom pink lehenga, while Pulkit
complemented her in a chic mint-
green sherwani. The celebration
was a perfect blend of love, joy,
and timeless traditions.AT
present, both actors are making
their mark on OTT platforms.

Kriti is set to explore a darker, more complex role in the second season of the

crime drama Rana Naidu. She will also star alongside Sunny Singh in Abir

Sengupta’s dark comedy Risky Romeo, which is a mix of humour and

eccentric characters.Meanwhile, Pulkit is gearing up for his role as a boxer in

the sports-action drama Glory. His transformation for the character has already

impressed fans,
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+-REGRETS Saying No To Golmaal, Beedi Jalaile:
¥ 100% Bang Your Head Against The Wall

'_]_ sha Deol recently reflected on
' ” Esomc of the bold career choices she
/ : made in her early days—decisions
that, in hindsight, may not have
worked in her favor. While
promoting her upcoming film
Tumko Meri Kasam, the actress
‘admitted that she had turned
down several major films that §
later became box-office hits.In a
“conversation with Siddharth
'Kanan, Esha shared, “There were
~ a couple of very good films :
which I could have done, but I
don’t know what I was thinking,
and [ said no to them. They went R
! on to be big hits, which I could have
“/ had to my credit." When asked if her
* Jdecisions were driven by arrogance, she
B vas Jquick to dismiss the assumption. &
i mahi, itna arrogant nahi banao mujhe
. 110, don’t make me sound that arrogant). |
ery well-behaved, naive, and a very
beent girl when [ was working in films then. |
otarrogant like people think.”
( Q ¢plained that several factors influenced her
’ ces. Some projects conflicted with her
ting commitments, while others didn’t align
1 her comfort level or family values. “Some
e_rn were date issues, sometimes I thought |
‘t be able to justify the role. I was not
ortable doing some roles. I took certain
isions keeping my family values in mind as |

didn’t want to offend some people. | had to keep
many things in mind," she added.Among the
opportunities she passed on was a role in
Golmaal (2006) and the now-iconic song Beedi
Jalaile from Omkara (2006), which ultimately
went to Bipasha Basu. Acknowledging

Bipasha’s performance, Esha said, “I think
Bipasha has done a fantastic job."When asked if
she regretted missing out on these successful
projects, she admitted, “Of course, every actor
would. 100 per cent bang your head against the
wall."The daughter of Bollywood legends
Dharmendra and Hema Malini, Esha debuted in
2002 with Koi Mere Dil Se Poochhe. Despite an
impressive start, her career didn’t sustain
momentum. Though she gained mainstream
attention with Dhoom (2004), she struggled to
follow itup with consistent hits.

" :,1 l- f 1 ' !

: / ‘, amir Khan recently hosted a pre-birthday
o 4 celebration with paps and the media on
d March 13. Known as a person who is

‘Toya Akhtar Prefers Her Friends™:

Adi Irani Says He Was Replaced In Dil

Dhadakne Do Without Notice

N

, best remembered for his role as

di Irani
Vicky Malhotra in Baazigar (1993), recently
opened up about his struggles in the industry.

In a candid interview with Filmytantra Media. the
actor revealed that he was initially considered for a
role in Dil Dhadakne Do but was later replaced by
Parmeet Sethi without being informed.Sharing his
experience, Irani claimed that director Zoya Akhtar
prefers working with her close circle of friends.
“She conducted an audition with me, but later, I
found out that Parmeet Sethi had been cast instead,"
he said. The 2015 film, featuring Anil Kapoor,
Priyanka Chopra, Ranveer Singh, Farhan Akhtar,
and Shefali Shah, was one of the most talked-about
projects of the year.

[rani further explained that he was looking for a role

with substance rather than screen time. I told Zoya
that I don’t need to be seen throughout the film, but
my character should have depth,” he recalled.
However, while he was filming Welcome Back, he
realized that the role had been handed over to
Parmeet Sethi. “Anil Kapoor even checked in with
me about my role in Dil Dhadakne Do, and that’s
when I knew things weren’t going as expected," he
added.

The actor mentioned that he was later called for a

second audition, only to be given lines for a
different character. “I wasn’t informed about the
change," he said, adding that such
unprofessionalism is common in the industry.
When asked if he felt he was left to speculate, Irani
responded, “Yes. It’s very difficult for people to tell
an actor they’ve been replaced. Everyone wants to
be adiplomat, and people aren’t always upfront."

Beyond his personal experience, Irani also criticized

the current state of filmmaking, claiming that
storytelling has taken a backseat to commercial
success. “Directors and producers today are only
making films to earn money. The emotional touch
in stories is missing," he remarked.Despite these
setbacks, Irani remains vocal about the evolving
dynamics of the film industry and the challenges
actors face in securing meaningful roles.

Aamir Khan's Girlfriend Gauri
Spratt's New Pic From Pre-

Birthday Meet

fiercely protective of his personal space, Aamir
surprised everyone by introducing his girlfriend,
Gauri Spratt, to his media friends. And thus, the
whole attention shifted to finding out more about
the superstar’s new ladylove. Amid this, a new
photo of Spratt from the pre-birthday meet has
emerged and it is going viral on the web.Dressed in
a simple blue kurta with blue leggings, Gauri
Spratt’s new photo is breaking the Internet. She
carried a simple black bag and wore her glasses to
the pre-birthday meet.

The photo was posted by pap Yogen Shah’s page on

Instagram. Take a look:Aamir Khan and Gauri
Spratt have reportedly known each other for 25
years. Based in Bengaluru, she works with the
actor’s production house and is mother to a six-
year-old boy from her previous marriage.
Recently, the Lagaan actor admitted to preparing
Spratt for the “media madness".

He further said that although she feels ready to face

the media now, he urged everyone to be kind to
her.I have tried to tell her how it will be, the media
madness, and prepare her somewhat for it. She
isn’t used to it. But we are hoping that you guys
will be kind." Aamir told Hindustan Times.

The actor further said that though a third marriage

isn’t on his mind at the moment, he feels steadiness
in his relationship with Spratt. “I don’t know at the
age of 60, mujhe shaadi shobha deti hai ki nahi (if
marriage suits me)." He also said that his children
are happy with their relationship, adding, “I am
very fortunate to have such great relationships with
my ex-wives,

"Previously, Aamir Khan was married to Reena

Dutta for 16 years, before parting ways in 2002,
They are parents to Junaid Khan and Ira Khan. He
married Kiran Rao three years later, in 2005. They
announced their divorce in 2021. The former
couple co-parent their son, Azad Rao Khan.
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